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Your World  — Your News

By Zach Jones
for Brooklyn Paper

Their love is a strange 
thing.

A pair of macabre 
Brooklynites mar-
ried in front of an 
exhibit on “Victorian 
death art” at Gowanus’s 
Morbid Anatomy Mu-
seum after bonding over 
a shared love of the uncanny 
there. The depository of death 
and decay may seem a strange 
venue for romance, but it was 
the perfect fit for the quirky 
couple Brad and Liz Harris, 
the bizarre beau said.

“We can be pretty weird,” 

said Brad. “Liz definitely puts 
up with all the weird crap I 
bring home and hang on the 
walls. I don’t think there’s 

anyone who would 
put up with my 
weird tastes as well 
as she does.”

The couple met 
online in 2012 and 

went on their first date in 
Prospect Heights, near Liz’s 
apartment there. They soon 
realized that they both fre-
quented lectures at the Mor-
bid Anatomy Museum, a li-
brary of oddities that  throws 
itself satanic birthday parties  

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The mayor wants to build a $2.5-bil-
lion trolley line between Sunset Park and 
Queens, hopping aboard a proposal put 
together by developers and businesses 
along the suggested route.

But the plan is about more than just 
commerce, Hizzoner claims — the so-
called Brooklyn Queens Connector 
would connect communities in subway-
starved areas along the waterfront.

“The BQX has the potential to change 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers,” DeBlasio said during his an-
nual State of the City speech last Thurs-
day night.

The plan to bring trolley dodging back 
to the Borough of Kings is  reportedly  
the work of an organization calling it-
self Friends of the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector, backed by Dumbo developer 
Two Trees — which is currently  erect-
ing high-rises  at the old Domino sugar 
factory in Williamsburg — as well as 
other real-estate, business, and com-
munity interests.

 The pitch  is still light on details, but 
the mayor’s press office says it wants to 
install tracks on existing streets in Red 
Hook, Dumbo, Cobble Hill, Downtown, 
Williamsburg, and Greenpoint. 

Under the current plan, straphangers 
would be able to use the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority ticket system 
to pay and a fare would cost the same 
as a subway swipe — at least according 
to former traffic commissioner “Grid-

Bill’s on board with developer-backed streetcar plan that could transform boro

MAYOR’S $2.5B TROLLEY

lock” Sam Schwartz, whose engineer-
ing firm is working for Friends of the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector.

The group championing the streetcar 
funded the study and proposal, but the 
city would have to pay for the multi-bil-
lion-dollar system itself — the Mayor 
claims taxes generated by increased 

property values along the route will 
cover the costs.  

The entire thing would involve sev-
eral years of planning and negotiations 
with local communities, the mayor’s of-
fice says — construction wouldn’t be-
gin until at least 2019 and it would be at 
least 2024 before the system is up and 

running, by which time DeBlasio will 
be long gone from City Hall.

 The man who hopes to be mayor by 
then , Borough President Adams, said 
he supports the plan in principle — but 
also recalled the  long-stalled  plans for 
a subway line connecting the seriously 
transit-starved neighborhood of Marine 

Park to Williamsburg, which  DeBlasio 
was lauding less than a year ago , 

“The Brooklyn Queens Connector, 
like bus rapid transit and the Utica Av-
enue subway line, is an innovative and 
laudable project that fits into our shared 
vision for a better connected borough 
and city,” said the Beep.

This publicity image envisages a Jay Street where trams glide by and pedestrians walk down the middle of the road unscathed.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is a streetcar named quag-
mire.

A trolley along the Brooklyn 
waterfront would be a $2.5-billion 
gift to developers, likely providing 
a sluggish service that few strap-
hangers will actually use, warns 
a public-transit advocate who was 
also a top political honcho in Port-
land, Ore. when a similar service 
was taking off there.

“Most streetcar projects in the 
U.S. provide slow, unreliable ser-
vice that does not serve many peo-
ple,” said David Bragdon,  who 
served as president of the area’s re-
gional Metro Council from 2003 to 
2010, and now heads Transit Cen-
ter, a foundation that funds and ad-
vocates for public-transit projects 
in New York. “We don’t want New 
York City to repeat the mistakes of 
other places and spend $2.5 billion 
if the result is not useful transpor-
tation for riders.”

 In the days since Mayor De-
Blasio announced his plan to con-
struct a streetcar from Sunset Park 
to Queens , pols and media com-
mentators have repeatedly cited 
the West Coast hipster enclaves 
tram service — the first modern-
day streetcar system in the coun-
try when it launched in 2001 — 
as a model of success.

But Bragdon says the Stump-
town cable car —  which claims 
to cart around 15,000 people ev-
ery day, though its operators have 
been caught  dramatically inflating  
ridership figures in the past — is 

Trolley 
dodger!
This transit guru 
says trams stink

The Portland Streetcar is 
lauded as a success that New 
York should emulate, but one 
former politico disagrees.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

His cable car has just come in!
Mayor DeBlasio  wants to bring trol-

ley dodging back to Brooklyn  for the first 
time since the 1950s, and no one is more 
excited about it than legendary Flatbush 
engineer and transit geek Bob Diamond, 
who has been trying to get the city to do 
just that for more than 20 years.

“I think it’s really important for the 
future growth and prosperity of New 
York City that the mayor and other elects 
work to bring back a streetcar network,” 
said Diamond, who has been laboring 
to build a streetcar system linking Red 
Hook with Downtown since 1989.

Diamond’s dream was originally city-
sanctioned, and he laid some tracks in 

Red Hook and purchased several vin-
tage streetcars to ride them, only for the 
city to cut off funding in 1999. 

 The Bloomberg administration became 
interested again in 2009 , but  put the ki-
bosh on his fantasy altogether in 2011 , 
following  a study  that found the street-
car would serve relatively few people for 
the price tag and would be difficult to 
squeeze into Red Hook’s streets. 

Diamond believes the report was set up 
to fail, however, because the city wanted 
to fund more buses at the time. 

“To be perfectly frank, it’s been a 
laughing stock in the transit community 
since it came out,” claimed Diamond, 
who also poured his efforts into run-
ning tours through an abandoned train 
tunnel he found under Atlantic Avenue, 

 until transportation officials killed that 
dream in 2010 as well .

The armchair transit expert still con-
tends that streetcars exceed buses in ev-
ery way that matters — creating less 
pollution, consuming less energy, accom-
modating more passengers, and promot-
ing development along their routes. 

“Streetcars are superior to buses on 
every level and in every category of met-
ric,” he said.

Now that the city has a leader who 
is enthusiastically on board the street-
car revival, Diamond — who says he 
has written seven or eight books on the 
subject — says his one remaining hope 
is that he is included.

“I’m bored, so if I can help them in any 
way, I’m all ready to do that,” he said. 

Unbreakable Bob Diamond
Transit legend’s streetcar dreams fi nally back on track

See TROLLEY  on page 4

LOVE IN BROOKLYN — THE MOST ROMANTIC CITY IN THE WORLD!

What do you think 
of the trolley plan?

Vote at BrooklynPaper.com

Bob Diamond stands with one of his precious streetcars back in 1999, 
when he had a few hundred feet of track in Red Hook to move along.
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By Anna Ruth Ramos
for Brooklyn Paper

It really is a small borough, 
after all.

Two Brook-
lynites who met 
and fell in love on-
line got a surprise 
when they found out 
they were real-world 
neighbors. Gowanusites 
Karine Dangin-Igle and Ja-
mal Igle found one another on 
dating website Match.com — 
but little did they know, they 
lived around the corner from 

one another. The revelation 
wasn’t as surprising as one 
might think, but the pair did 

laugh about finding love 
a street away via the 
world wide web.

“We were kinda 
joking about, you know, 

you go online and find 
that next to you, like a 

block away, you have a 
match,” Karine said.

The serendipitous revela-
tion was the last in a series of 
lucky strokes, the pair said.

Hey neighbor
Boy meets girl online, then 
fi nds out she lives next door

Wed to death
Union with a ‘Morbid’ touch

Karine Dangin and Jamal Igle met through a dat-
ing website, and found out they lived a block 
away from each other. They now live in the 10th 
Street home Dangin occupied when they met.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ja

so
n 

Sp
ea

km
an

See NEIGHBOR  on page 12 See MORBID  on page 12

FLOORTRENDS
SPRING 2016

Amazing DEALS never go out of style! Drive a little, save a lot.  It’s worth the trip.

Feb 3-16 (Wed-Tues)

Spring Flooring 
Kick-Off

gggggggg
SALE!

N AMERICAN & EUROPEAN 
FIRST QUALITY 
LAMINATE FLOORING

49¢sqftfrom

AMIMIMIMMMMIIINAT

froVarieties
60+ 99¢

sqft

PREFINISHED 
HARDWOOD FLOORING

from

O

fro
Varieties
300+ $1.49

PREFINISHED
BAMBOO FLOORING

fromfrom
Varieties
35+ 99¢

sqft

WOOD-LOOK TILE
FLOORING

fromfrom
Styles!
NEW

sqft

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

While supplies last. 
Product prices & 
availability are subject to 
change. Odd lots sold as 
is. Our South Hackensack, 
NJ store is closed on 
Sundays.

New York, NY • (347) 286-7552
New York, NY • (212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 

Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580
Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075

Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411

S Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255 
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

Brad and Liz Harris tied the knot in front of an ex-
hibit on “Victorian death art” at Gowanus’s Morbid 
Anatomy Museum in 2012.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It’s across-the-board sup-
port.

Council is demanding the 
city landmark Coney Island’s 
Reiglemann Boardwalk, even 
though the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission previously 
deemed it unworthy, accord-
ing to a resolution introduced 
on Feb. 5. The city must pro-
tect relics in the neighborhood 
 poised for growth , according 
to the councilman leading the 
charge. 

“We have already lost no-
table historic structures in our 
community to development 
because of our city’s sluggish 
landmarking system,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island).

The pol pushed the desig-
nation in late 2014,  trying to 
block the Parks Department’s 
efforts to replace the prome-
nade’s storied planks with con-
crete , but the commission de-
nied him on grounds that the 
2.5-mile-long stretch had al-

ready been altered too much — 
and that Coney Island’s most 
historically significant period 
was before the city built the 
Boardwalk in 1923.

Parks officials are in the 
midst of replacing much of 
walkway’s lumber with plastic 
planks and a concrete emer-
gency-vehicle lane.

Landmarking could pre-
vent the Boardwalk from be-
coming a sidewalk, according 
to a councilman who co-spon-
sored the resolution.

“In addition to granting the 
Boardwalk the historical dis-
tinction that it has earned, des-
ignating it as a landmark will 
also prevent any further alter-
ing of its nature,” said Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Brighton Beach).

A total 49 of 50 Council 
members have signed on to the 
resolution. Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito did not 
do so as a matter of protocol, 
but she supports the effort, a 
spokeswoman said.

Landmark supporters in-

Get on board
Council wants Boardwalk 
landmarked — in wood

Council members want Coney Island’s beloved 
Boardwalk landmarked so the city will stop replac-
ing its wooden planks with concrete and plastic.
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clude Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Coney Island), Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, Borough 
President Adams, state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney Is-
land), and Assemblywoman 
Pam Harris (D–Coney Is-
land).

The commission has des-
ignated six landmarks in Co-

ney Island — starting with 
the Cyclone in 1988, followed 
by the Wonder Wheel, Para-
chute Jump, Shore Theater, 
and two Childs Restaurant 
buildings.

The landmarks commis-
sion  agreed last spring to re-
consider the Boardwalk , but 
hasn’t issued a ruling.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Too many cooks won’t 
spoil this broth.

The city and Borough Pres-
ident Adams opened a massive 
industrial kitchen in Beford-
Stuyvesant last Wednesday, de-
signed to help fledgling food 
entrepreneurs turn their pie-in-
the-sky ideas into their bread 
and butter. Dozens of cooks 
will share the huge new space, 
but tenants say the concept isn’t 
half-baked — in fact, they’re 
looking forward to having so 
many fellow foodies to chew 
the fat with. 

“We really liked the con-
cept of having not just a 
kitchen, but a co-working 
space where you create com-

City opens culinary ‘incubator’ in Bed-Stuy

munity,” said Natalie Neu-
mann, who plans to produce 
her new energy drink Meta-
brew in the sprawling Brook-

lyn Food Works kitchen. 
The Food Works kitchen 

will initially host around 40 
startups in the old Pfizer chem-

ical plant on Flushing Avenue 
— where the small fries will 
be able to use the facility’s 
many ovens and mixers for pre-
scribed time-slots each week 
— and will eventually bring 
on 100 enterprises.

There is no such thing as a 
free lunch, but memberships to 
the space start at $300 a month, 
and the businesses can ride the 
gravy train further by applying 
for scholarships, so they don’t 
have to work for peanuts.

Neumann said the new op-
eration is the best thing since 
sliced bread — she and her 
business partner couldn’t af-
ford to bring home the bacon if 
they were paying to rent a com-
mercial galley elsewhere.

“Kitchens in New York are 
immensely expensive and you 
have to pay a lot of money up 
front,” said Neumann, who will 
start brewing Metabrew — a 
blend of coffee, cashew butter, 
and cacao powder — in the fa-
cility every Monday starting 
sometime next week.

What’s cooking?

Metabrew’s Romy Raad and Natalie Neumann are 
among those cooking at Brooklyn Food Works.
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Grand
Reopening

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This case really depends 
on your point of view!

A condominium building 
rising in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is blocking protected vistas of 
the historic bridge — and its 
developer secured the city’s 
okay to do so by using sketchy 
measurements in its plans, al-
leges a new lawsuit from lo-
cal preservationists backed 
by Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Boerum Hill).

“We’re accusing them of 
improperly drawing the lines 
and mistaking the law and reg-
ulations,” said Jeffrey Baker, 
attorney for local civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation and activists Save the 
View Now, which  already lost 
a suit  arguing  a different part 
of the development is too tall  
last year.

The rabble-rousers now al-
lege Toll Brothers Real Es-
tate filed plans for its contro-
versial Pierhouse complex on 
Furman Street that put the so-
called Brooklyn Heights Sce-

Panorama drama! 
Bridge Park development back in court over views

nic View District — a van-
tage of the Brooklyn Bridge 
from the Heights Promenade 
that has to be kept clear — in 
the wrong place, allowing it 
to build a penthouse that ac-
tually protrudes 20 feet into 
the sacred spectacle.

The critics claim they 
didn’t notice the issue until 
recently because the devel-
oper’s original plans from 
2012 start measuring the 
view from the correct spot 
— the Promenade’s railing at 
Orange Street,  according to 
a surveyor they hired to ex-
amine the allegedly offend-
ing building .

They claim the most recent 
blueprints — which only came 
to light in March after park 
honchos  asked the Depart-
ment of Buildings to check 
on the height of the buildings  
— however, begin measur-
ing 20 feet closer to the wa-
terfront, placing the starting 
point mid-air over the Brook-
lyn Queens Expressway. 

“They changed it and they 
forgot to tell anybody else they 

were changing it,” said Save 
the View Now president Steve 
Guterman.

But Pierhouse architect 
Jonathan Marvel provided a 
sworn statement to the court 
insisting his interpretation of 
the view is the correct one, 
and the group’s surveyor has 
it wrong — and a rep for the 
project agrees.

“Any allegation that the ar-
chitect working on behalf of 
Toll Brothers and Starwood 
Capital Group moved [the 
view] in 2015 to accommo-
date its Pierhouse buildings 
is false,” said spokesman Bud 
Perrone. 

At least one of the park’s 
board members agrees the 
measurements are wonky, 
though — Levin  wrote an 
affidavit  for the suit accus-
ing city and park officials of 
misinterpreting “clear lan-
guage” on where the view 
begins, and saying he was 
“dismayed” they didn’t object 
“when the developer chose to 
locate that point hanging in 
mid-air.”

The park’s operators, who 
are using funds from the de-
velopment to finance the green 
space, called any allegations 
the plans were altered — or 
that they were aware of the 
changes — “absurd.”

“It would’ve been hard for 
us to know about something 
that, to our knowledge, never 
occurred,” said spokeswoman 
Belinda Cape.

A Department of Buildings 
rep said it stands by its ass-
esment that the plans comply 
with the view restrictions.

State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Lawrence Knipel — who 
dismissed the activists’ last 
lawsuit against Pierhouse — 
heard the case on Thursday, 
and will now take around 
three weeks to look over it.

If he rules in favor of Guter-
man and his allies, Toll Broth-
ers will have to halt construc-
tion on the building —  where 
Jay Z and Beyonce are ru-
mored to have claimed a unit  
— and rebuild so it fits within 
their interpretation of the reg-
ulations.

Brooklyn Heights activists are back in court over whether the controversial Pierhouse development blocks 
this view of the Brooklyn Bridge from the Heights Promenade.
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Although a woman can develop 
breast cancer whether or not she has a 
family history of the disease, testing can 
help to determine her genetic predis-
position. Recently, increased awareness 
about the risks associated with inherit-
ed mutations in the genes that normal-
ly suppress cancer has put a spotlight on 
the benefits of genetic testing.

 Changes in genes such as BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 can result in an increased risk of 
developing breast cancer and/or ovar-
ian cancer. Mutations in these genes ac-
count for about five to ten percent of 
all breast cancers and fifteen percent 
of ovarian cancers. For a woman with 
a personal history or an extensive fam-
ily history of cancer of the breast, ovary, 
pancreas, or prostate, with younger 
than usual age of onset, bilateral dis-
ease (more than one cancer in a breast), 
or certain ethnic backgrounds, a ge-
netic risk assessment for breast cancer 
may be advisable. The process involves 
obtaining a personal and family history, 
genetic counseling, and saliva or blood 
testing for mutations in genes that are 
known to increase susceptibility. 

If a woman tests positive for a muta-
tion, it is crucial to remember that “in-
creased risk” is not the same thing as 
“certainty.” There are a number of pos-
sible courses of action. The most aggres-
sive step a woman could take would be 
bilateral prophylactic mastectomy—the 

removal of both breasts, which has been 
shown to reduce the risk of developing 
breast cancer by 90 to 95 percent. Since 
there is also increased risk for ovar-
ian cancer in women with a BRCA1 or 
BRCA2 mutation, prophylactic removal 
of the ovaries after childbearing years 
may be recommended. 

 However, there are also good non-
surgical options, such as medication to 
reduce the risk of breast cancer (chemo-
prevention), increased surveillance that 
includes more frequent examinations, 
and radiologic testing that includes 
breast MRI. My colleague Steven Gar-
ner, M.D., the chairman of radiology at 
New York Methodist Hospital, empha-
sizes that if breast cancer is identified 
at its earliest stages, a patient’s odds of 
beating the disease are excellent. Digi-
tal mammography technology allows 
for quick evaluation of test results, with 
minimal exposure to radiation. What is 
most important is that, if a woman is at 
increased risk for breast cancer as a re-
sult of a genetic mutation, she has many 
options for decreasing the risk.

New York Methodist Hospital offers 
comprehensive cancer risk assessment and 
genetic counseling for patients and their 
families through its Family Cancer Risk As-
sessment Program. Patients interested in 
more information may call 718-780-5256.

By Karen David, M.D.
Division of Medical Genetics, New York Methodist Hospital
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

It’s a new year! 
You don’t have to suffer with your

BACK, NECK OR KNEE PAIN!

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A group of scoundrels 
knocked out a straphanger 
and stole his phone as he was 
riding a Downtown-bound A 
train on Feb. 1.

The victim told police he 
was sitting on the train wear-
ing his headphones and a hood 
at 10:47 am, when five guys 
got on board at the Jay Street 
stop. The man stood up be-
cause his stop was approach-
ing, but one of the brutes stood 

next to him and took his wal-
let out of his pocket, accord-
ing to police.

The victim asked “What 
are you doing?” but another 
lout held a knife to the right 
side his neck, then punched 
him in the head, knocking 
him unconscious.

The victim said he woke 
up once the train was in Man-
hattan, where he told a Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority employee, “A guy took 
my wallet downstairs.” But the 
worker just nodded with his 
arms crossed, so he got back 
on a Brooklyn-bound A train, 

Villains knock out and rob straphanger
the victim told cops.

Head case
A punk kicked a guy in the 

head and stole his phone while 
he was riding a Manhattan-
bound Q train on Feb. 3.

The victim said he boarded 
the train at Atlantic Avenue at 
8 pm and took a seat, holding 
his iPhone 6 in his hand. On 
the way to DeKalb Avenue, a 
jerk booted him in the head, 
causing his phone to fall to 
the ground, police said.

The jerk then hissed, “Get 
the f--- off the train.” The vic-
tim said he tried to pick up 
his phone, but the nogoodnik 
punched him on the right side 
of the head.

The worm picked up his 
cell and placed it in his pocket, 
police reported. The victim 
got off the train at DeKalb 
Avenue but the rogue stayed 
on board, according to offi-
cials.

Sneak thief
A weasel lifted a wom-

an’s wallet out of her back-
pack while she was waiting 
at the MetroTech subway sta-
tion on Feb. 6.

The baffled woman told 
police she was boarding a 
Manhattan-bound R train 
at the stop near Jay Street at 
5:30 pm when she realized 
her backpack was open and 
her wallet was missing. 

She said she remembered 
closing her bag before walk-

ing to the subway and thought 
someone must have stolen her 
wallet while she was waiting 
for the train on the stairs, said 
the police report.

Shop lifted
Some sneak stole a wom-

an’s bag out of her cart while 
she was food shopping in a 
Montague Street store on 
Feb. 6.

The woman told police she 
was strolling around the store 
near Clinton Street at 12:40 
pm, picking out food, when 
she noticed her pocketbook 
with her wallet and credit 
cards was missing. 

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Smoking break
Cops busted a 44-year-old 

man who they say slugged an-
other fellow in a bizarre con-
frontation over a pack of cig-
arettes outside a Fifth Avenue 
nightclub on Jan. 24.

The victim told police that 
he was having a smoke out-
side the watering hole between 
Carroll Street and Garfield 

Place at 10:35 pm when he 
threw a spent cigarette pack 
into a nearby garbage can. 

For whatever reason, 
seeing this enraged the sus-
pect, who proceeded to slug 
the victim once in the face, 
cops said

Petty crook
A thief stole cologne and 

an inhaler out of man’s car on 
Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Park on Jan. 22.

The victim told police that 
he left his car parked near the 
Prospect Park Zoo at noon, 
and returned later to find his 
window broken and his stuff 
missing.

Cash grab
A crook snatched some 

cash from a Fifth Avenue li-
quor store on Jan. 26.

An employee told po-
lice that the brazen bandit 
waltzed into the booze ven-
dor between Park and Ster-
ling places at 7 pm, snatched 
$50 that had been left on the 
register, and left.

Bad vibes
An irate customer at a Flat-

bush Avenue smoke shop stole 
two vaporizers on Jan. 30.

Employees told police they 
were behind the counter of 
the store between Dean and 
Bergen streets at 10:10 pm, 
where they were busy argu-
ing with a rowdy customer 
about an exchange. 

Eventually, things came to 
a head when the shopper de-
cided to take his refund into 
his own hands, and grabbed 
two glass vaporizers worth 
$50 each, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cup of d’oh!
A carjacker stole a man’s 

car from a Fifth Avenue do-
nut shop parking lot on Feb. 
5, police said.

The owner left his keys in 
the ignition and the car run-
ning while he ran in for coffee 
at the shop near 68th Street 
around 6:30 am, but when he 
came out he found his 2014 
Ford was nowhere in sight, 
according to police.

Fast cash
A cat burglar raided a 

Fourth Avenue fast food 
joint’s register on Feb. 4, 
police said.

The owners locked up the 
eatery near 68th Street around 
11:40 pm and returned the next 
morning to find someone had 
cleared out $2,683 from the 
register.

Spending spree
A fraudster opened a credit 

card in the name of a woman 
who lives on 14th Avenue 
back in December, and has 
run up a hefty bill since, po-
lice said.

The woman, who lives near 
84th Street, reported the fraud 
this week, but damage had 
already been done. Whoever 
took out the phony plastic on 
Dec. 18 charged $1,373 before 
anyone caught on.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Park pouncing
Two bandits robbed a guy 

as he strolled through McGol-
rick Park on the morning of 
Feb. 3.

The victim told cops he was 
near Driggs Avenue and Mo-
niter Street at 10:30 am when 
the pair of pirates approached. 
One of the cretins said “Put 
your phone and wallet inside 
my pocket” and “You don’t 
want to get shot over this,” 
and the victim forked over 
his wallet, though the mis-
creants never displayed a gun, 
authorities said.

The thieves then fled into 
the park, according to a po-
lice report.

Grand theft
A lozenge-loving looter 

robbed a McGuinness Bou-
levard convenience store and 
made off with a grand in cash 
on Feb 3.

The rustler purchased a 
pack of cough drops at the 
shop near Huron Street at 
7:25 pm, then pulled a gun 
and ordered the clerk to open 
the register, police said. The 
clerk forked over $1,000, then 
the crook ran on foot down 
McGuinness Boulevard to-
wards India Street, accord-
ing to a police report.

Pantsed
A couple of crooks stole a 

pile of jeans from a N. Third 
Street shop on Feb. 7.

A store employee told cops 
the pair entered the store near 
Wythe Avenue at 4:40 pm, and 
one of the two immediately 
went to the back and started 
picking up pants. The clerk 
asked the thief if she needed 
any help, when suddenly the 
scamp’s friend grabbed 14 
pairs of jeans and hoofed it 
out of the store, fleeing down 
N. Third Street towards Berry 
Street, cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Surreal loot
Some art thieves snatched 

seven valuable surrealist 
paintings from a Bogart Street 
gallery on Jan. 24. 

The victim told cops 
she placed the paintings 
by renowned artist Agatha 
Wojciechowsky in the loft 
stairwell between Harrison 
Place and Grattan Street at 8 
pm while moving them into 
the gallery space. 

She then noticed the seven 
works were missing when she 
unpacked the portfolios two 
days later, police said. Author-
ities said all of the paintings 

were fully insured.

Spineless
A coward robbed a Bush-

wick Avenue deli at gunpoint, 
then snatched a disabled per-
son’s phone before fleeing on 
Feb. 1.

The villain entered the deli 
near Moore Street at 8 pm 
waving a gun and demanding 
money from the clerk, police 
said. The lout pulled around 
$550 from the register, then 
turned his gun on a nearby 
disabled person and snatched 
his phone before fleeing in an 
unknown direction, author-
ities said. 

Deli decked 
A gun-toting lowlife 

robbed the register of a Hum-
boldt Street deli on Jan. 1.

The baddie burst into the 
deli near Debevoise Street 
around 4:50 pm with a gun 
and demanded the victim 
open the cash register, po-
lice said. 

The perp snatched roughly 
$500 from the register and fled 
towards Humboldt Street, ac-
cording to a police report.

Uber villain
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

believe beat up an Uber driver 
on Grand Street on Jan. 6.

Police say the man jumped 
into the 56-year-old victim’s 
car near Morgan Avenue at 
around 12:50 am and refused 
to leave once the driver real-
ized he was not a customer of 
the app-based car service. 

The suspect, saying “I am 
going to smack you,” then al-
legedly choked the victim un-
til he lost consciousness for 
a few seconds and punched 
him in the face, leaving him 
with bruises and scratches on 
his head and lips, authorities 
said. He also damaged the vic-
tim’s car keys, according to 
a police report.

The suspect f led to a 
nearby bar, where cops ar-
rested him, according to a 
police report.

Lost and found
A dastardly duo pulled a 

knife on a driver on Broad-
way, kicked him out of his 
own car, and sped off in the 
stolen vehicle on Jan. 6.

The 61-year-old victim told 
cops he was getting into his 
car near Hooper Street around 
10:10 pm when two villains 
approached. One put a knife 
to the man’s throat and said 
“Where is the money — I 
know you have the money,” 
then told the guy to drive, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The victim drove until they 
hit Williamsburg Street West 
near the Brooklyn Queens Ex-
pressway, where the rogues 
kicked the car owner out and 
left him on the side of the road, 
cops said. 

The thieves sped down 
Williamsburg Street West 
towards Lee Avenue while 
the victim walked back to the 
original location and called 
the police, authorities said. 
Cops found the vehicle on 
Ross Street near Williams-
burg Street West, but the louts 
had made off with $1,500 that 
was stashed in the car, accord-
ing to a police report.

— Allegra Hobbs
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 regarded by locals  as sluggish 
and erratic, as are  many   others  
across the country that have 
followed in its tracks. 

“I lived right on the street-
car line, across the street from 
a stop, but I rarely rode it be-
cause I could  walk most places 
faster ,” said Bragdon, who 
first moved across the coun-
try to work for the Bloomberg 
administration. 

DeBlasio claims his so-
called Brooklyn-Queens Con-
nector would shuttle 24,500 
straphangers along the water-
front every week day — com-
pared to the 125,000 who ride 
the G train every day. Around 
30,000 commuters currently 
ride waterfront bus services, 
but those all hook up to Man-
hattan-bound subway stops — 
many of which are struggling 
with rush-hour overcrowding 
— while the mayor’s vague 
route appears to connect with 
only a few,  Transit Center said 
in a recent blog post slam-
ming the idea .  

One thing the Portland ser-
vice has done well is help spur 
development along its tracks, 
Bragdon says. The line runs 
through several formerly in-
dustrial areas that develop-
ers were turning into Dumbo-
esque condo districts when it 
launched.

But those same develop-
ers also made direct financial 
contributions to the project, 
he said, unlike the funding 
model DeBlasio is pitch-
ing, which rests on the as-

sumption that property val-
ues will rise along proposed 
16-mile line — even though 
construction and house prices 
in Red Hook, the Navy Yard, 
and Greenpoint are already 
booming. 

“Developers in Portland 
truly did contribute a sig-
nificant share of the capital 
cost, not through theoretical 
tax appreciation, as is talked 
about here, but through firm 
commitments,” he said.

But that doesn’t mean 
allowing developers and 
businesses to bankroll pub-
lic transportation is a good 
idea, says one of Bragdon’s 
colleagues. Too many of the 
country’s streetcar projects 
have been created by poli-
ticians and the real-estate 
industry with the goal of 
making money, rather than 
getting people around, and the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector 
— which is being pushed by 
developer Two Trees and other 
business interests along the 
proposed route — would be 
no different, he said.

“Developers, like our 
friends here behind the 
Brooklyn-Queens streetcar, 
feel the need for some trans-
portation in places where it 
may not be that strong,” said 
Jon Orcutt, a spokesman for 
Transit Center and a former 
policy director at the city’s De-
partment of Transportation. 
“They want something visi-
ble to sell the area, but they 
don’t know anything about 
transportation.”  

Continued from page 1
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LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION

ALL DESIGNER COLLECTIONS INCLUDED

OUR FAMOUS 
PRESIDENT’S WEEK

BLOWOUT
UP TO 80% 
OFF

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.

Prices effective through February 15, 2016

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

portabellastores.com

SUITS

Dress & Casual

$3999
2 for $75

BLAZERS

Calvin Klein

$7999
Value $400

OVERCOATS

Special events
$9999

TUXEDOS

CASUAL SHIRTS

Slim fi t

$1999
2 for $35

$2499
2 for $40

SWEATERS

Stay warm

$967
3 for $25

$1367

$1999
Value to $80

SHOES

Dress, Casual
tuxedo

$1999

$2999

$3999

Slim fi t suits 

$5999
2 for $100

Vested suits 

$9999
2 for $180

OUTERWEAR

Stay Warm
$1999
2 for $35

$2999
2 for $50

$3999
2 for $75

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

If the boat’s not a-rockin’, 
they’ll come a-knockin’!

The  new marina  currently 
taking shape off Pier 5 in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park will 
sport a high-tech system to 
tame the treacherous waters of 
the East River, whose choppy 
seas often discourage boaters 
from dropping anchor in the 
city, according to the berth’s 
head honcho.

“A lot of boats that come 
through New York don’t like 
docking here because a lot 
of the waves are very diffi-
cult,” said general manager 
Tim O’Brien, who grew up 
boating in Cape Cod and now 
lives in Park Slope.

The boat parking lot — 
New York’s first in 25 years 
— will sport floating docks 
tethered to heavy concrete an-
chors via bungee-style elas-
tic cords, rather than the stan-
dard approach of driving rods 
into the seabed, according to 

Smooth sailing
New marina will keep choppy seas at bay

have to evacuate the marina 
during really bad storms, 
O’Brien says, but the struc-
ture itself will be able to stand 
up to huge waves, because ma-
rina operators can loosen and 
tighten the tethers to with-
stand more impact. 

“It’s an interesting feat of 
engineering, it really is quite 
impressive,” he said. 

The marina is set to open 
in May, and sailors will have 
to shell out between $10,692 
and $145,800 to rent one of the 
berth’s 102 slips for the sum-
mer, depending on the size of 
their boat. The facility will 
also host a sailing club — 
 which launched last May  — 
and kayaking classes.

The marina is one of sev-
eral private businesses — in-
cluding  a mall ,  condomini-
ums ,  and a hotel  — being built 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park to 
fund its construction and on-
going maintenance.

The park itself is renowned 
for its storm-resistant design 
— it features rocks similar to 
those seen on the New Eng-
land coast to absorb unwel-
come water from the river, as 
well as plants with high salt 
tolerance and salt-absorbing 
soil to suck up future flood-
waters. 

O’Brien. 
The set-up, popular in Flor-

ida and Asia, creates an ar-
tificial seawall that blocks 
wakes from passing boats 
and ferries, bouncing their 
waves back to the saltwater 
tidal strait instead of disturb-

ing the docked vessels, ac-
cording to the skipper.  

“The idea is that when the 
waves come through and im-
pact the dock, it’ll reflect a 
lot of the wave energy back 
out,” said O’Brien. 

Smaller crafts will still 

It looks simple on the surface, but Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s new marina boasts a high-tech wave deflec-
tion system below the water.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Bedford-Stuyvesant is 
shouldering more than its 
fair share of the city’s home-
less and mentally-ill popula-
tion, say members of the lo-
cal community board — and 
now they’re putting their feet 
down.

The panel on Monday re-
jected a plan for a new facility 
on Gates Avenue that would 
house people who tick both 
boxes — right next door to 
a men’s shelter and a rehab 
center — with naysayers de-
claring they are done being a 
dumping ground for the bor-
ough’s down and out.

“We need to start stepping 
up and saying, ‘Stop this, we 
have enough,’ ” said Commu-

nity Board 3 member Felicia 
Alexander. 

The board voted 16–11 
against the Postgraduate 
Center for Mental Health’s 
plan to stick 68 below-mar-
ket-rate units in a space be-
tween Marcy and Tompkins 
avenues — 50 of which will 
go to chronically homeless 
and mentally-ill adults com-
ing out of the shelter system, 
who will have access to on-
site medical and social ser-
vices. 

The facility would pop up 
right next to a shelter  and 
substance-abuse treatment 
center, and residents told 
the outfit that the area is al-
ready overburdened with va-
grants, and it should set up 
shop elsewhere.

Bed-Stuy board: Enough of 
homeless and mentally ill

We’re full!

“[It] is already overflow-
ing with these types of units,” 
said Alexander.

A honcho from the orga-
nization insisted his building 
won’t be a shelter with tran-
sients wandering in and out 
— it will be a permanent resi-
dence for people who can live 
functional, stable lives with 
the right help.

“I don’t feel that we are 

contributing to any of what 
you are concerned about,” said 
director of development Pe-
ter Bittle.

The group had hoped to 
garner a letter of support 
from the board to send the 
housing department, which 
would fund the project. But 
ultimately, the city can still 
give the units its okay with-
out community support.

A housing organization wants to stick a residence 
for people who are chronically homeless and men-
tally ill next to a shelter and a rehab.
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212-924-3131    
info@surpriselake.org

surpriselake.org

A Premier Jewish Sleepaway Camp 

for boys & girls ages 7 to 15 located in Cold Spring, NY

CALL ABOUT WINTER OPEN HOUSES

association

Make  

Memories  

That Last  

A Lifetime...

NEW  
THIS SUMMER 

Brand new  
swimming pool!

Pick up point in Park Slope!

 
 

 

Bay Ridge | Carroll Gardens | North Slope | Park Slope | Windsor Terrace

www.parkslopedaycamp.com  |  718-788-PSDC (7732)

TRADITIONAL DAY CAMP
ON WHEELS TRAVEL CAMP

CIRCUS CAMP  |  SOCCER ACADEMY
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

PRESIDENTS’ WEEK MINI-CAMP
February 15–19 | Grades Pre-K – 6

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, February 27

339 8th Street
Presentation at 1 & 2:30pm

I
’m scared of the direction 
the world is going if kids 
can’t climb trees.
A note was left on the bul-

letin board of our co-op re-
cently, that called out “the 
teens” who were climbing 
trees in the courtyard, and 
“rudely said they wouldn’t 
stop because ‘it’s fun!’ ” 

The note then threatened 
that “individual parents would 
be talked to, or management 
would be called.” 

Bring it on. 
The note appeared at least 

a day after the incident, like 
the anonymous neighbor had 
been just stewing about these 
terrible heathen children who 
dared to play outside in our 
communal courtyard. 

When I took down the note 
(which was, after all, directed 
at me), I shook my head. I was 
mad at my kids if they had 
been disrespectful of a neigh-
bor, but madder still that when 
they finally get the gumption 
to leave their screens, they are 
often scolded. 

What if they did say, “But 
it’s fun?!” Would that be so 
terrible? After all, they weren’t 
lying!

Sitting down at the dinner 
table, we discussed the inci-
dent. From their telling, they 
hadn’t been climbing, or said 

the fun thing. But the woman 
had warned them against 
wrecking the foliage. 

“You just have to go to the 
park,” I said. “Then you don’t 
have to worry about getting the 
neighbors mad.” It was a sad 
fact that we often wouldn’t let 
our kids play in our building’s 
communal space because of 
the potential for trouble. They 
weren’t perfect, after all, and 
one errant throw or fall into 
a bush could incite the ire of 
one or many, and it just didn’t 
seem worth it.

But when I mentioned go-
ing to the park, my 12-year-
old piped up. 

“You aren’t allowed to 
climb trees in the park, Mom,” 
he said. 

And all of a sudden I re-
alized he may be right, and 
there was really no place my 
kids could climb trees. 

Tara Deighan, a spokes-
woman from the city Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, 

first sent over info on all the 
fun things kids can do in the 
park, especially upcoming 
programming like the Imag-
ination Playground “a break-
through play space concept 
conceived and designed by 
internationally acclaimed 
architect David Rockwell 
… to encourage child-di-
rected, unstructured creative 
‘free play.’ ” Right, I thought, 
“free play,” the kind of play, 
the park’s literature offers 
“that experts say is critical 
to a child’s intellectual, so-
cial, physical, and emotional 
development.” 

But what about trees? I 
wanted to know. Is it illegal 
to climb trees? 

After a bit, she got back to 
me. Yes. It is illegal. Turns out 
“free play” has to be a struc-
tured thing these days, created 
by groups of adults, paid for 
with big money, scheduled and 
overseen. Climbing is a no-no. 
“Violators can be fined from 

Trees are made for climbing, right?
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

$50 to $200 for unlawful entry 
to or climbing on park property, 
including walls, fences, shel-
ters, trees, shrubs, fountains, 
vegetation, or any structure or 
statue not specifically intended 
for climbing purposes.” It falls 
under the category of “disor-
derly behavior.” 

Bummer. And it’s not just 
New York. According to Patty 
Jenkins, executive director and 
co-owner of Tree Climbers In-
ternational, most city parks 
don’t allow tree climbing be-
cause of liability. She carries 
an insurance policy which has 
allowed her permission to a sin-

gle park in her hometown of 
Atlanta, where she books thou-
sands of Girl Scout groups and 
birthday parties to help kids 
climb up trees safely with 
ropes and special equipment, 
and trains people from all over 
the world to take people up trees 
for the great mental and physi-
cal benefits of doing so. 

Sigh. Solo climbing is a 
thing of the past, a distant nos-
talgic memory for old peo-
ple like me who remember the 
days before everyone was wor-
ried about being sued.

Ms. Jenkins agreed with 
me. 

“It used to be a right of pas-
sage to break your arm climb-
ing a tree,” she said slightly 
wistfully, though was quick 
to point out they’ve never had 
a fall happen or made a claim 
on their $2,000-a-year insur-
ance. 

I knew what she meant. 
Once upon a time, kids bravely 
climbed trees, and were forced 
to let the chips — or limbs — 
fall as they may. Now, though, 
a tree might be able to grow 
in Brooklyn, (I’ve even give 
money to plant them in loved 
ones’ names,) but they cer-
tainly may not be climbed. 

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Working like dogs
Kings County Cub and Boy Scouts strapped themselves to harnesses and 
pulled hand-made sleighs across Coney Island’s beach for the organization’s 
annual Klondike Derby competition on Feb. 6.
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Slices of life

They finally shot their piece of the pie!
Five Brooklyn pizza enthusiasts showcase the 

city’s mom-and-pop pizza shops with a book 
and exhibit of photos, opening in Park Slope 
on Feb. 13. One of the goals of the “New York 
City Pizza Project,” which was published as 
a coffee-table book in September, is to bring 
attention to a local pizza scene that is threat-
ened by an onslaught of Domino’s and Papa 
John’s, says one of the photographers. 

“The landscape of what was mom-and-pop 
pizzerias is changing and there’s a heavy wave 
of chain stores moving in,” said Nick Johnson, 
who lives in Cobble Hill. 

He and his four pizza-loving friends spent 
five years photographing and interviewing own-
ers and eaters at more than 100 pizzerias all 
over the city. The group had strict rules about 
which places qualified — they stuck to simple 
slice joints, eliminating spots that only serve 
full pies. They also steered clear of 99-cent 
spots and anything that seemed like “hipster 
pizza” — two forms that they fear are taking 
over New York’s pizza scene. 

“The places that we are focusing on are 
kind of being squeezed out by the low-end 
99-cent pizza and the high-end pie joints,” 
said Johnson.

They also correctly rejected any place that 
focused on Chicago-style “pizza.”

“A lot of people would not even consider 
Chicago-style as pizza,” said Johnson. “They 
say it’s like a pie or a cake.” 

One of the most memorable stories in the 
book is  Johnny’s Pizza , on Fifth Avenue in Sun-
set Park, said Johnson, which proved it could 
stand up to big-name competitors after a Papa 
John’s outpost moved next door in 2007. 

Brooklyn has the strongest pizza scene in the 
city due to its large Italian presence, he said, 
with  L&B Spumoni Gardens  in Gravesend, 
and Lenny’s in Bensonhurst serving up es-
pecially classic slices.

The worst slice in New York comes from mall 
chain Sbarro, said Johnson, and his favorite 
place is  Caruso’s  in Cobble Hill. But the best 
pizza joint is in the mouth of the beholder.

“The best pizza is what tastes like home,” he 
said. “It’s really whatever is familiar to you.” 

“New York City Pizza Project” at Powerhouse 
on Eighth [1111 Eighth Ave. at 11th Street in Park 
Slope, www.powerhouseon8th.com]. Feb. 13 at 
4 pm. Free. — Lauren Gill

B O O K

Make a date with the saucy history of Co-
ney Island!

Visitors to the Brooklyn Museum on Feb. 13 
and 14 can take a special, tantalizing tour that 
uncovers the sexy gems of the collection. “Love 
and Lust in American Art” will pull back the 
covers on artwork that can heat up the blood, 
says the tour’s organizer.

“Many of the works would have been con-
sidered scandalous for their time,” said cura-
tor Connie Choi.  

The interactive tour will lead visitors past the 
sexy sculptures, passionate paintings, and roman-
tic photographs contained in two recent installa-
tions: “American Identities” and “Coney Island: 
a vision of an American Dreamland.” 

The exhibit on Coney Island, once known as 
“Sodom by the Sea,” is especially appropriate for 
a lustful tour, and Choi says that it contains the 
hottest image in the museum.  

“There’s a fragment of a mural from the Spook-
a-Rama that shows a red-haired, muscular vixen 
posing seductively,” said Choi. “She’s a mix of 
Rosie the Riveter and the pin-up girl.”

And the People’s Playground has long been 
a place where it is okay to bend the rules of 
propriety. 

“For much of its history, Coney Island was 
popular as a place to mingle with the oppo-
site sex and, perhaps if you were lucky, to find 
love,” said Choi.

The tour takes a peep at the evolution of romance 
in art, from stuffy Victorians standing apart to 
modern couples snuggling in the sand.

“Works of art can tell us a lot about the peri-
ods in which they were produced and the way 
people interacted,” said Choi. “Since the ex-
hibition is organized chronologically, visitors 
can see what physical contact between people 
looked like at various points in time.”

In addition to the stimulation offered by the art, 
tour guides will engage visitors with a conversa-
tional style, encouraging them to contribute with 
their stories, ideas and questions during the tour. 
So while the tour makes a great date for couples, 
singles might take the opportunity to chat with 
like-minded art lover on the tour — and take some 
inspiration from the images on display. 

“Love and Lust in American Art Gallery Tour” 
at the Brooklyn Museum’s Rubin Lobby, First 
floor (200 Eastern Pkwy.between Washington 
and Flatbush avenues in Crown Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org). Feb. 13 
and 14 at 1 pm. Free with $16 suggested mu-
seum admission. — Carlo Bosticco

Tour of booty
A R T

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

T
he Third Rail theater company, known for 
transforming unexpected spaces into perfor-
mance venues, invites visitors on an interac-

tive voyage to a 1970s Hawaiian resort.
While waiting to enter “The Grand Paradise,” 

I leafed through a “Time” magazine dated 1973; 
where I learn that consuming white sugar is the 
healthiest diet for a growing child. This kind of 
lurid, retro attitude is captured perfectly in the 
rest of the production.

The second the doors to the “resort” open you 
step into a fully-fledged world with mysteries await-
ing behind every door, and mermaids pirouetting in 
a clear water tank. The “staff” of the resort is not 
so much attentive and friendly as predatory — ev-
ery interaction with audience members is erotically 
charged and suggestive, though not intrusive.

When the five protagonists “guests” arrive, 
each carrying personal baggage (the metaphor is 
clear), “Grand Paradise” cracks open, with resort 
staff leading the “guests” and visitors into other 
rooms singly and in groups. Sometimes we ob-
serve the narrative as voyeurs, but at other times 
we are invited to join in the revel. The experience 
is different for every visitor.

During the course of the evening I received a 
massage by a male cast member (who pointedly 
invited me to momentarily hold a cucumber), snuck 
in a bedroom in the dark with a flashlight and 
stole a frock from a guest’s suitcase, and made a 
magical cocktail at the bar.

But following the plot can be a confusing task, 
since we are rarely left to choose the story we wish 
to see. And sometimes we got locked in a room and 
made to assist in dance sequences that do not estab-
lish narrative as much as express inner turmoil.

The moral seems to be “one size fits all” — lib-
erate yourself from the shackles of your expecta-
tions and find freedom through sensual pleasure, 
and the monologues are pretty on-the-nose on 
that theme. But the general oiliness of the staff-
members can come across as malevolent rather 
than helpful, and I was waiting the whole night 
for a murder to happen and break the tension. 
Just like the staff, the show teases continuously, 
but the climax never quite comes.

By Loren Novek
for Brooklyn Paper

“T
he Grand Paradise” feels like an invi-
tation to peer through the windows of 
some 1970s cult. At least, there’s some-

thing odd shining in the eyes of the residents of 
the Grand Paradise, the island resort constructed 
in a Bushwick warehouse that hosts this immer-
sive theater piece. Replete with grottos, coconut-
shell bowls, late-1970s attire, and lush tropical 
foliage, the Grand Paradise may be the home of 
the Fountain of Youth — and it seems plausible 
that the audience may be asked to drink the foun-
tain’s waters and join an orgy. 

A series of sexual and spiritual awakenings is 
as close as the show comes to narrative. A tour-
ist family arrives and each member is promptly 
seduced: the mother trades her polyester pant-
suit for lamé, a daughter throws off her glasses, 
and eventually her shirt, to dance with abandon 
in various locales, and the father puts down his 
camera and throws himself into energetic min-
gling with just about everyone. 

Otherwise, the show is built on New Age-y 
philosophical musing, engagement with the elab-
orate environment, and long dance sequences. 
The performers are all impressively physical, but 
the movement itself can get repetitive, built on a 
fairly limited dance vocabulary. 

With multiple pathways through the piece, every 
viewer has a different experience—there are whole 
rooms where I never saw action, but in other spaces, 
I was offered water from the Fountain of Youth in a 
hushed one-on-one encounter in a gazebo; had my 
palm read by the bartender; was asked intense ques-
tions about death after the ritual planting of a sprout; 
and was given a personal talisman (a 1970s issue of 
TV Guide) to carry with me for the remainder of the 
show. The journey feels pleasantly dreamy, a mean-
dering stroll rather than a directed path. Secrets are 
perpetually hinted at, but nothing particular is re-
vealed, and the continual tease-and-withhold struc-
ture can make the piece feel overlong. 

Still, the mood of languorous flirtatiousness 
casts its spell. The opening and closing segments 
seemed overstretched, but the hazy, dreamy mid-
dle, with its caverns of hourglasses, its old records, 
and its rituals, has a weird power.

Paradise lost
Two critics wander through a decadent interactive show

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

T
hese girls know how to use their 
mouths.

Brooklyn’s sauciest country 
comedy crooners, the music duo Re-
formed Whores, will tell jokes and 
sing risque tunes at a pair of upcom-
ing shows on Feb. 14 and 15. The droll 
dames from Dixie will play songs about 
sex and bad romance at “The Rejec-
tion Show’s Heartbreak Haven” at Lit-
tlefield on Valentine’s Day, and then 
host a music video release party at 
Union Hall on Feb. 15 for their new 
song “Eating Out.”

“You can guess what that one’s about,” 
said Marie Cecile Anderson, a Fort 
Greene resident who sings and plays 
ukulele for Reformed Whores.

The night will also offer a sneak peek 
at the band’s upcoming second album 
“Don’t Beat Around the Bush,” subti-
tled “Songs that Hit the Spot.” At the re-
lease party, the pair will preview some 
of the new songs, including “Hump-
A-Lot Bear,” “Willy for a Day,” and 
“Whorny.”

Anderson, a Nashville native, and 
bandmate Katy Frame, who hails from 
Maryland and now lives in Greenpoint, 
met five years ago at a mutual friend’s 
birthday party in New York City. The 
then-aspiring actresses decided to form 
a band after learning of their shared mu-
sical interests, said Anderson.

“Katy said, ‘I play the accordion,’ 
and I said, ‘I play the ukulele,’ and we 
said, ‘Let’s start a band!’ ” Anderson 
recalled.

The girls, who were inspired in equal 

part by country legend Dolly Parton and 
Jack Black’s rock-comedy project Tena-
cious D, did not set out to start a com-
edy band, but found it was more fun to 
roast their love lives than mourn them, 
according to Frame.

“We really fell into the comedy mu-
sic thing ass-backwards,” she said. “We 
were inspired by our pathetic love lives, 
and when we started writing about those 
things, we found it was more fun to make 
them funny than traumatic and sad.”

The Dixie duo’s on-stage antics in-
clude bouts of witty banter between 
songs, in homage to classic country 
acts like Parton and June Carter Cash, 
said Anderson.

“We just loved kind of the parallel 
between country music and comedy,” 
said the girl from Nashville. “Country 
artists are known for having great stage 
banter, so we’re always telling jokes be-
tween songs.” 

Reformed Whores play at the Rejec-
tion Show Valentine Day’s Heartbreak 
Heaven at Littlefield 622 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 
14 at 7 pm. $12 ($10 in advance).

Video release party at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.unionhallny.
com, (718) 638–4400] Feb. 15 at 8 pm. 
$8 ($6 in advance).

It’s a ho-down!
‘Reformed Whores’ country 
comedy duo plays around
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“The Grand Paradise” 
at the Grand Paradise 
[383 Troutman St. be-
tween Wyckoff and Ir-
ving avenues in Bush-
wick, (718) 374–5196, 
www.thegrandpara-
dise.com].   Through 
March 31. Tue–Sun at 
7 pm and 10:30 pm. 
$95–$150.

S H OW

Dirty and flirty: Marie Cecile Anderson and Katy Frame 
are the Reformed Whores, a country music duo that sings 
naughty songs about love and sex.
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A Grand adventure: (clockwise from top) In “The Grand Para-
dise” interactive play, set in a 1970s tropical resort that might 
contain the Fountain of Youth, a siren (Elizabeth Carena, front) 
leads a suburban mother (Tori Sparks) out of her shell. Audience 
members become voyeurs as every member of the family cuts 
loose, including the daughter (Ashley Robicheaux) and her boy-
friend (Niko Tsocanos). The free spirits of the resort encourage 
the family to cut loose. And Venus (Jessy Smith) casts a predatory 
glance at cast members and audience alike.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
February 12

Uptown boy
Soulful Chicago 
singer JC Brooks 
blew us away at an 
intimate Greenpoint 
show a few weeks 
ago. His performance 
tonight at Brooklyn 
Bowl, with backing 
band the Uptown 
Sound, is sure to be 
much more raucous, 
but we expect that it 
will be just as great. 

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. $15 ($10 in advance).

SUNDAY
February 14

Pony keg
On Valentine’s Day, 
celebrate your love 
for a bunch of magi-
cal cartoon horses 
(you watch “My Little 
Pony,” just admit it). 
The PonyCon festival 
will have artists, voice 
actors, and pony 
band Shakeups in 
Ponyville (pictured). 
And if it gets to be 
too much for you, 
there’s a beer hall on 
the ground floor. 

10 am–10 pm at Grand 
Prospect Hall [263 
Prospect Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth Avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) PONY-
790, www.ponycon.nyc]. 
$35 ($15 kids).

MONDAY
February 15

Off-off-off 
Broadway
The last time we expe-
rienced human emo-
tions was at the Broad-
way musical “Fun 
Home,” where Michael 
Cerveris stunned as a 
tortured, tyrannical 
father. Tonight the 
two-time Tony-winner 
will express more posi-
tive feelings as he cele-
brates the release of 
his folk-influenced solo 
album “Piety.”

8 pm at Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.
biz. $15.

WEDNESDAY
February 17

Christmas 
in February
It is either a little late or 
very early for Christ-
mas, but this week you 
can experience “Christ-
mas Again,” a film 
about a man working 
the night shift at a side-
walk Christmas tree lot 
on the streets of Brook-
lyn. After the screen-
ing, ask Brooklyn writer 
and director Charles 
Poekel about his own 
time spent peddling 
the holiday plants. 

5–11 pm at Nitehawk  [136 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcine-
ma.com].  $15.

THURSDAY
February 18

Travel tips
Tonight producer Cal-
vin Ramsey screens 
some raw footage 
from his upcoming 
documentary about 
“The Negro Travelers’ 
Green-Book,” a guide 
for African-Americans 
looking for a safe 
spot to stay during 
the years of Jim Crow.  

6:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 
Free.
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FRI, FEB. 12
RHYTHM STORIES: A Black History 

Month production about a young 
girl who meets a magical being who 
takes her on a journey through his-
tory to discover the ancestral rhythm 
of her people. $25. 10 am, noon and 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater.

MUSIC, MUSEUM MIXTAPE (DIRTY 
SOUTH EDITION): A video-album in 
which up-and-coming rappers per-
form improvised freestyle rhymes 
as live critiques of museums in the 
southeast United States. Free. 7 pm. 
Reverse [28 Frost St. between Union 
and Lorimer streets in Williamsburg, 
(917) 655–2951], reversespace.org/
museum-mixtape. 

BANTER’S FIFTH ANNIVERSARY: The 
bar celebrates its fi fth birthday with 
a tap takeover — 21 beers from New 
York City, each just $3. 7–10 pm. 
Banter [132 Havemeyer St. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
5200], www.banterbrooklyn.com. 

ART, “ONE PLACE AROUND THE 
WORLD” OPENING RECEPTION: 
A group exhibition of 18 working il-
lustrators who studied at the School 
of Visual Arts, exploring fi ne arts and 
design with experimental materials. 
Free. 7 pm. [5 Central Ave. between 
Flushing Avenue and Forrest Street 
in Bushwick, (415) 532–7320].  

THEATER, “A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC”: 
A musical by Stephen Sondheim 
about the romantic lives of several 
couples. $18. 8 pm. The McKinney 
Chapel, at First Unitarian Society 
(116 Pierrepont St., between Clinton 
St. and Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.theater2020.com. 

COMEDY, F--- THAT MOVIE: Come-
dians discuss the movies they hate. 
With Mara Wilson, Liza Treyger, Pat 
Regan, and Gary Richardson. $5. 8 
pm. Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videology.info. 

NIGHTLIFE, “TUNNEL OF LOVE”: Pre-
pare for Valentine’s Day with strip-
tease troupe Wasabassco’s guide to 
romantic adventures. $20. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, FEB. 13
MUSIC, FAMILY CONCERT WITH THE 

KNIGHTS: A concert of interactive, 
foot-stomping fun with the orches-
tra. $10. 2 pm. BRIC Rotunda Gallery 
[33 Clinton St. between Pierrepont 
Street and Cadman Plaza in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 683–5604]. 

MUSIC, THE KNIGHTS WITH GIL SHA-
HAM: An orchestral collective dedi-
cated to pushing the boundaries 
of classical music. $18. 8 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

FILM, “THE ARTIST” WITH A LIVE 
SCORE: The 2011 silent fi lm gets a 
new soundtrack, performed live by 
Reel Orchestrette. $16. 11:50 am. 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980], www.nitehawkcinema.
com. 

ART, “THE PEOPLE COULD FLY — 
ROYALTY WITHOUT RICHES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: An exhibit 
of quilts by Bisa Butler. Free. 6–9 
pm. House of Art Gallery [408 Mar-
cus Garvey Blvd. between Halsey 
and Macon streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

COMEDY, “YOUR LOVE, OUR MUSI-
CAL”: Rebecca and Evan choose a 
real couple in the audience, inter-
view them, and then improvise a 
musical about how the couple met 
and fell in love. $12 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE WITH LANE 
MOOR: The show is an anything-
can-happen interactive comedy 
show with helpful and oftentimes 
ridiculous tips, tricks, and real-time 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, FEB 15

SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. DETROIT RED WINGS: 

$15–$1,050. 1 pm.

WED, FEB 17

MUSIC, IL VOLO: The teenage Ital-

ian opera trio performs. $52.50–

$175. 8 pm.

THU, FEB 18

SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. WASHINGTON CAPITALS: 

$15–$1,000. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 19

SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $69–

$4,000. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Throw your hands in the air: The New York Knicks will need 
to work on their bent-arm choreography in order to perfectly 
frame the Brooklyn Nets victory coming to Barclays Center 
on Feb. 19.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil
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Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
Pick up your heart-shaped cakes & cookies

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

T
his weekend, learn that love is a 
lie and we all die alone.

On the day before Valentine’s 
Day, a Park Slope comedian will at-
tempt to shatter the unions of obnox-
ious lovebirds by pitting them against 
each other in a cynical spin on clas-
sic dating shows. But the harbinger 
of broken hearts swears she has noth-
ing against Cupid, just the sickening 
people who parade their romance in 
front of lonely singles.

“I don’t hate love,” said Carly Fil-
bin, who will host “Let Me Break You 
Up” at Pete’s Candy Store in Williams-
burg on Feb. 13. “I just hate everyone 
who has it when I don’t.”

During the faux game show, Filbin 
will grill two couples on potentially 
bicker-triggering trivia to show them 
just how wrong they are for each other. 
Her arsenal includes such disorient-
ing questions as “What is your part-
ner’s most annoying habit?” “When is 
your anniversary?” and “If your sex 

life was a candy bar, what candy bar 
would it be?”

Contestants must answer the ques-
tions solo, then compare answers to dis-
cover how hollow and disappointing 
their relationship truly is. The couple 
with the least points at the end of the 
game must break up live on stage, says 
Filbin, a process that involves locking 
eyes and saying (among other solemn 
vows) “I do not love you. And I am cur-
rently picturing other people naked.”

The comedian insists the show is all 
in good fun, and that no hearts have ac-
tually been broken in her quest to turn 
her bitterness into laughs — in fact, 
some couples have said afterwards that 
it brought them closer together.

“It is a comedy show,” she said. 
“I’m not a monster.”

Filbin has staged the anti-dating 
show monthly since last summer, but 
she is particularly thrilled to drive 
couples apart so close to the holi-
day most loathed by sad singles ev-
erywhere.

“I think this show coming up is 
really special because it’s right be-
fore Valentine’s Day, and I can take 
my bitterness out on couples,” she 
said. “And I’m really, really excited 
to do it.”

“Let Me Break You Up: An Anti-
Dating Gameshow” at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. between Rich-
ardson and Frost streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–3770, www.petes-
candystore.com]. Feb. 13 at 7:30 pm. 
$5 suggested donation.

Broken hearted!
Game show busts up sappy couples

Mope with Moz
Definitive Smiths tribute band the Sons 

and Heirs will host their annual Feb. 14 mis-
ery bash at the Bell House in Gowanus. So 
if you’re feeling the pangs of existential de-
spair as you drift towards the grave alone, 
as we all are, just come dance it out to some 
truly great tunes about isolation and numb-
ness on the banks of Brooklyn’s nautical pur-
gatory — and remember, in the end, none of 
it matters. 

“Unloveable: A Smiths and Morrissey Val-
entines Day” at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Second Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouseny.com]. Feb. 14 at 7 
pm. $20 ($15 in advance).

Field in gloom
The Gowanus venue Littlefield has you cov-

ered both before and during Valentine’s Day.
First, you can dress in all black and dance by 
yourself to Depeche Mode at the Feb. 12 Anti-
Valentine’s Party. And on Feb. 14, come back 
and have a laugh about your romantic failures 
at the Rejection Show, where comics will tell 
their best stories about breakups, while you 
enjoy live music and booze. 

“It’s Friday, I’m (Not) in Love” on Feb. 12 at 
10 pm, $8, and “The Rejection Show Valen-
tine’s Day Heartbreak Haven” on Feb. 14 at 7 
pm, $10–$12, at Littlefield [622 Degraw Street 
between Third and Fourth Avenues, www.
littlefieldnyc.com]. 

Bitter Bites
Come raise your lighter, pump your fist, 

and sing your heart out to wrenching power 
ballads from Guns ’N’ Roses, Bryan Adams, 
and Poison at Union Hall’s ’80s-themed “Love 
Bites” show on Feb. 13. Prepare to display 
your anguish in an air-guitar solo competi-
tion while sipping on cocktails like “More 
than Words.”

“Love Bites: The Power Ballads Sing-
Along” at Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, (718) 638–4400, 
www.unionhallny.com]. Feb. 13 at 9:30 pm. 
$10. 

Singled out
Cheer up, lonely hearts! There are 

plenty of other cat collectors and un-
successful Tinder swipers looking for 
something to do the most lovey-dovey 
day of the year. Join forces to bask in 
bitterness together, instead of feel-
ing like a third-wheel to the entire 
city’s romantic evening. 

No kissing!: Bitter comedian Carly Ann Filbin will keep couples 
apart during her anti-dating show on Feb. 13.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ja

so
n 

Sp
ea

km
an

 

This charming band: Ronnie “Ronnissey” Scott 
has a moment on stage during show by The Sons 
and Heirs, a tribute band to The Smiths, playing 
at Bell House on Feb. 14.
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swiping (and sometimes 
even real-time phone calls 
and texting with Tinder 
matches)! $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SUN, FEB. 14
THEATER, “PERICLES”: Shake-

peare’s play tells a story of 
redemption, reconciliation, 
and forgiveness. $55–$85. 2 
pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819], 
www.tfana.org. 

DANCE, SWORD DANCE 
FESTIVAL: Half Moon 
Sword presents the Half 
Moon Sword Ale, a festival 
of English Sword Dancing, 
Morris dancing, and Molly 
dancing. Free. 2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

LUST!: House of Yes goes all 
out for Valentine’s Day with 
an immersive, erotic din-
ner party (served on naked 
bodies!) followed by live 
body painting, burlesque 
performances, live music, 
and a dance party. $136 
($81 without dinner, enter at 
10 pm). 7 pm. House of Yes 
(2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

TALK, “THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF BONING: Sex 
Ed With a Sense of Humor”: 
Writer, sex educator, and 
funny lady Lux Alptraum 
teams up with comedian 
friends to take a tour of clas-
sic sex education videos. 
$8. 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, FEB. 15
FEBRUARY BREAK DISCOV-

ERY DAYS: Explore the hab-
itats from around the world, 
with different activities each 
day. $12 ($6 students). 11 
am–1 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Ophira Eisenberg 
welcomes guest Jason 
Jones to a rambunctious 
hour that blends brainteas-
ers and trivia with comedy 
and music. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, FEB. 16
MIDWINTER BREAK: Kids can 

have fun with workshops in-
cluding Get Kinetic; Redbird 
Reef Painting, and Tunes 
Under New York. Free with 
$7 admission ($5 kids). 10:30 
am–2 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/mu-
seum. 

DANCE, DANCE DANCE 
BROOKLYN REVOLU-
TION: A night celebrating 
our community’s perse-
verance, determination 
and love. Come join City 
Councilmember Carlos 
Menchaca at this family-
friendly event! Free. 5–7pm. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pioneer 
St. between Imlay and Con-
over streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–3001], pioneer-
works.org. 

“THE SPIRIT OF VAUDE-
VILLE”: Richard Stillman and 
Flip Peters tap dance and 
play the banjo in this musical 
variety show that celebrates 
the vaudevillians of the jazz 
age. $20. 7 pm. McKinney 
Chapel at First Unitarian 
Congregational Society of 
Brooklyn [116 Pierrepont St. 
at Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–3614], th-
2020vaudeville.bpt.me. 

WED, FEB. 17
TALK, BROOKLYN’S BUSI-

NESS BOON: Join Jim 
Cramer, host of CNBC’s 
Mad Money, and a panel of 
Brooklyn business luminar-
ies for a look at Brooklyn’s 
evolving economy. $10. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD”: Maly Drama 
Theatre of St. Petersburg 
returns to BAM with its U.S. 

premiere of Russian play-
wright Anton Chekhov’s 
fi nal play. $25. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

TALK, “2 DOPE QUEEN”: 
Jessica Williams (“The Daily 
Show”) and Phoebe Robin-
son (“Broad City”) host their 
stand-up and storytelling 
show, inviting some of their 
funniest friends from fi lm, 
TV, and music to talk about 
black hair, white boyfriends, 
and everything in between. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, VAL-INC AND TRUM-
PET TRUMPET SYNTHE-
SIZER: Part of Roulette’s 
Festival of Mixology explor-
ing the history and tradition 
of electronics in music. $20 
($15 students and seniors). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

THURS, FEB. 18
ART, IRVING PENN — 

WOMEN, WARRIORS: An 
exhibition of the photog-
rapher’s posed nudes from 
1949 and his ethnographic 
photos from the 1970s. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Masters 
Projects [91 Water St. at 
Main Street in Dumbo, (646) 
926–2787], www.master-
sprj.com. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE BOOK 
SALE: More than 10,000 
books will be offered at 
this massive annual sale for 
only a buck or two each. 
Donations welcome. $25 
admission. 7–9:30 pm. Park 
Slope United Methodist 
Church [410 Sixth Avenue at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(917) 328–7125], www.park-
slopeumc.org.  

TALK, “THESE PERSPEC-

TIVES”: Novelist Nicole 
Krauss joins photographer 
Frédéric Brenner to talk 
about the launch of “This 
Place,” an art project ex-
ploring Israel and the West 
Bank. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, WORKING 
RHYTHMS: An interac-
tive music installation by 
artist Devin Curry in which 
visitors play and mix rhythm 
bases and sound loops 
by manipulating different 
sonic sculptural objects. 
Free. 7 pm. Reverse [28 
Frost St. between Union 
and Lorimer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (917) 655–2951], 
reversespace.org/working-
rhythms. 

READING, THE LIBRARY 
AFTER DARK: An evening 
of poetry, spoken word, 
and refreshments. This fi rst 
event in the “Library After 
Dark” series will address 
the themes of love, sex, and 
relationships. $5 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. Leonard 
Public Library [81 Devoe 
St. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Leonard Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
3365], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

FRI, FEB. 19
ART, “FILM RE-WORK/RE-

FRAME”: A night of short 
fi lms and documentaries 
spotlighting voices unheard 
or unseen. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Pratt Institute’s Film/Video 
Center (550 Myrtle Ave at 
Emerson Place in Clinton 
Hill), www.myrtleavenue.
org. 

MUSIC, “LEGEND OF SIGH”: 
Cellist Inbal Segev gives the 
world premiere of a brand 
new multi-media, immersive 
piece for cello and elec-
tronics by Gity Razaz, with 

video and projection design 
by fi lmmaker Carmen Kor-
das. $25. 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
nationalsawdust.org. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL PARTY: 
The nine-member Balkan 
funk band performs new 
works written by young 
people in the Brooklyn 
community. Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THE ROBOT BATTLE RISES 
FROM THE SNOW 
STORM: Cardboard robots 
do battle, in a fi ght post-
poned by a snowstorm. 
With live music, puppet 
shows between bouts, and 
drink specials. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. Standard 
ToyKraft [722 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–3163], 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1744989355734385. 

MUSIC, FRIDAY NIGHT JAMZ 
WITH DJ BENGEY: Free. 
11:59 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, FEB. 20
ART, FROM BROOKLYN COL-

LEGE TO CONEY ISLAND: 
Three Brooklyn College 
graduates who spend years 
photographing Coney Is-
land present an illustrated 
discussion of their careers. 
Part of an exhibit of paint-
ings and photos of Coney 
Island. Free. 2 pm. Valen-
tine Museum of Art [1655 
Flatbush Ave. between Av-
enue I and E. 23rd Street in 
Midwood, (718) 696–8355], 
www.valentinemuseumo-
fart.com. 

FREE ICE SPORTS DAY: Not 
sure which winter sport at 
the LeFrak Center at Lake-
side is right for you? Try 
skating, hockey, curling, and 
broomball. Free. 1–8 pm. 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MARA ROSEN-
BLOOM GUEST QUARTET: 
$15 suggested donation. 
8 pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

“THE BOOK OF LIFE”: The 
Sunset Park Cinema Club 
for Kids shows the stop-
motion fi lm. With a perfor-
mance and puppet show by 
the Ballet Folklorico Quet-
zalcoatl at 10:30 am. Film at 
11:45 am. Free with RSVP. 
10 am. Industry City Factory 
Floor [241 37th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 417–
7362], rooftopfi lms.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Down by the sea, yeah: This 1974 photo “Boardwalk Photographer” is part of the 
Coney Island exhibit at the Valentine Museum of Art. Three of the artists will dis-
cuss their careers on Feb. 20 in the “Brooklyn College to Coney Island” forum.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

F
ourth time’s the 
charm?

Nomadic record store 
and occasional cafe Halcyon 
has come around again, set-
tling into a fourth location, 
this time inside the Wil-
liamsburg nightclub Out-
put. The new location is a 
natural spot for a store that 
focuses on dance music, says 
its owner.

“We’ve seen that elec-
tronic music culture and DJ 
culture in New York City has 
really exploded in the last 
couple of years and Output 
is sort of a beacon for that,” 
said Shawn Schwartz, who 
also owns Output. 

Halcyon first opened in 
a Cobble Hill storefront in 
1999, and moved to Dumbo 
in 2004. Rising rent and the 
changing face of Dumbo 
forced it out of the neighbor-
hood, and it became a pop-up 
location under the Williams-
burg Bridge. Schwartz is con-
fident the store will stay at 
the Output nightclub. 

The record shop stocks 
vinyl from both local 
and international labels, 
but aims to showcase the 
city’s booming dance music 

scene, said Schwartz.
“We’re shining the spot-

light on the people who are 
really doing it in the trenches 
of New York City,” he said. 
“Our mission is to kind of 
focus the record shop on be-
ing a supporter of the vinyl 
format and a supporter of the 
growth of the culture.”

The store will also wel-
come local disc jockeys to 
spin on the store’s Funk-
tion One sound system — 
the same system used in the 
adjoining club.

The shop — which is 
manned by a team of local 
disc jockeys — will also fea-
ture a cafe serving up drinks 
and food, including pizza 
from Roberta’s. Schwartz 
hopes the laid-back atmo-
sphere will appeal to both 
vinyl fans and newcomers 
interested in relaxing with 
a drink. 

“It will be a destination 
and a hub for people who 
are deeply dedicated to the 
scene and it will be welcom-
ing to the general public,” 
he said.

The store has entrances 
leading into Output, but 
has its own entrance on N. 
12th Street. The shop will 
open at noon, providing a 
spot for people looking to 
explore their interest in dance 
music beyond the late-night 
hours of most clubs, said 
Schwartz. 

“Now it’s offering them 
more of an acknowledgement 
that their interest is more of 
a lifestyle and that people 
don’t only think about elec-
tronic music between 10 pm 
and 6 am.”

Halcyon [74 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, www.hal-
cyontheshop.com] Open 
daily, noon–8 pm.

Beat goes on
Halcyon record store returns

Techno clock: Employee 
and disc jockey Mary Yu-
zovskaya spins some re-
cords behind the decks 
at Halcyon’s new store, 
located inside the Out-
put nightclub.

Kid in a candy store: A customer browses Halcyon’s record selection.
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Please join us for the Impact Awards Gala:

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 6–10 PM
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn

Join New York City’s LGBT Community at the

In its inaugural LGBT Community Impact 
Awards, Gay City News will recognize and 
celebrate outstanding contributions to New 
York City’s LGBT community, its progress, 
and its achievements.

��������	
��GayCityNews.nyc/Impact/

Sponsored by

	�������
��������

����	�������������

���	��	���������

����	������	���� Stuart Appelbaum

Sarah Bender

Deborah Brennan 

Jennifer Brown

Anthony Cirone 
& Chris Taylor

���������	
�
�

Carrie Davis
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Todd Evans

Brendan Fay
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Kim Forte

Bianey Garcia

Fred Ginyard

Ross Levi

Glenn Magpantay

Cathy Marino-Thomas

Hunter O’Hanian

Nancy Ploeger
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Melissa Sklarz

Rob Smith

Wendy Stark

Jessica Stern

Robert Talmas 
& Joseph Vitale

Alan Van Capelle

Dr. Barbara Warren

Doug Wirth
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

SHOP
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and  
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

 AIR CONDITIONER 
 SPECIALIST

 718-496-2272
 732-616-2822
 718-236-5150 HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

 FREE
 HOME DELIVERY

 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about party ani-
mals!

Brooklyn Heights Veter-
inary Hospital threw a shin-
dig last Friday night to cel-
ebrate reopening after more 
than a year of renovations, 
and its top animal doctor 
says it felt great to finally 
show off its new digs.

“It’s a nice idea being 
able to have people in the 
community come in and 
have a space that’s local,” 
said head vet Dr. Heather 
Thomson, 

The updated office 
at Hicks and Cranberry 
streets now features a full 
surgery, a dental suite, mul-
tiple exam rooms, and X-ray 
facilities.

Party animals
Bklyn Heights vet reopens

This pup is sick as a dog, but Brooklyn Heights 
Veterinary Hospital’s head vet Heather Thomson 
knows how to patch the pooch up.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

He got down with up-
zoning.

The city should allow de-
velopers to build higher along 
Bushwick’s commercial cor-
ridors, says Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D–Bushwick) 
— a change of heart for the 
pol who was  championing 
downzoning  as a way to stop 
luxury towers from taking 
over the neighborhood  two 
years ago .

But Reynoso now believes 
development is the way to cre-
ate below-market housing 
for long-time locals, who 
he says are currently flee-
ing the rapidly gentrifying 
neighborhood. 

“In Bushwick, we see what 
happens when a low-income 
community and a hot hous-
ing market collide without a 
rezoning,” he said in  a new 
report  endorsing  the may-
or’s push  to force develop-
ers to create so-called “afford-
able” housing when building 
on newly rezoned land. 

Reynoso’s views shifted 
after spending the last two 
years meeting with members 
of the local community board, 

Bushwick, get on up!
Councilmen say upzoning will fi ght gentrifi cation

posal —  which Council is in 
the midst of debating  — and 
the pols said they wanted to 
let locals have a say in what 
that looks like in case offi-
cials came knocking in Bush-
wick. 

“We thought it would be 
great to have a plan con-
structed by local community 
members to present to the ad-
ministration in the event that 
they want to rezone Bush-
wick,” said Espinal.

Espinal says the plan, as 
it currently stands, is to sup-
port upzoning major retail 
thoroughfares, while keep-
ing currently residential ar-
eas low-rise.

Many locals are skepti-
cal of massive rezoning ef-
forts — the city controver-
sially rechristened much of 
Williamsburg and Green-
point’s industrial waterfront 
as a residential area in 2005, 
which resulted in lots of lux-
ury high-rises, but few devel-
opers opting to include below-
market housing in exchange 
for tax breaks.

But Reynoso believes the 
mayor’s new plan would have 
avoided the pitfalls of the car-
rot-and-stick approach.

“We see the need for re-
placing under-performing 
voluntary affordable hous-
ing programs with manda-
tory requirements,” he said 
in his report.

The neighborhood’s com-
munity board also backed De-
Blasio’s proposal in Novem-
ber, though many members 
were worried developers will 
be able to wriggle out of the 
requirements too easily.

Reynoso still supports 
downzoning parts of the 
neighborhood, said a rep 
— the goal is ultimately to 
preserve the character of the 
neighborhood.

“Downzoning is not nec-
essarily off the table for cer-
tain parts of the district,” 
said Lacey Tauber. “A good 
plan is probably going to be 
a mix.”

Locals who want to weigh 
in on the rezoning plan can 
attend future public meetings 
hosted by the pols and ac-
tivist groups around Bush-
wick — the pow-wows have 
been on hold for the past few 
months, said Tauber, but are 
slated to start up again in the 
spring. 

Knickerbocker Avenue is one of several  Bushwick commercial strips pols and 
locals want to upzone in order to create more below-market-rate housing.
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activist groups, and fellow 
Councilman Rafael Espi-
nal (D–Bushwick) to ham-
mer out a rezoning plan for 
the neighborhood — during 
which they say the residents 
identified retail stretches such 
as Myrtle, Wyckoff, Flush-

ing, and Knickerbocker av-
enues as places for potential 
development.

The mayor wants to sub-
stantially rezone 15 neigh-
borhoods city-wide in con-
junction with his Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing pro-

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

This store combines two 
things with bounce under 
one roof.

A new Bushwick empo-
rium is hawking sexy un-
derwear for curvy ladies 
alongside trendy sneakers — 
a combination the store owner 
says just makes sense.

“Sneakers are sexy, sporty, 
and a little bit edgy,” said 
Laura Henny, founder of the 
Rack Shack on  Central Ave-
nue between Willoughby Av-
enue and Suydam Street. “I 
love to wear sneakers with 
garters and high-thigh panty-
hose.”

Henny — a self-proclaimed 
lingerie and running-shoe en-
thusiast — decided to create 
the store after moving to the 
Borough of Kings from her 
native Amsterdam four years 
ago, only to find there was 
a drought of foxy undergar-
ments for women above a cer-
tain cup size. 

She was shocked that 
mainstream lingerie outlets 
in such a diverse city only 
sold bland, neutral-colored 
bras in her size, banishing 
her to browse fun and flirty 
items from online boutiques 
where she was unable to get 
properly fitted.

“I thought, ‘In New York 

you must have so many differ-
ent women in different sizes, 
you must have all the choices 
in the world,’ ” she said. “Then 
I came here and that’s actu-
ally not the case.”

Henny left her day job as 
manager of popular neigh-
borhood eatery Bushwick’s 
Living Room to pursue her 
dream of helping women of 
every cup size feel both com-
fortable and sexy. And while 
she was at it, she decided to 
include her passion for sporty 
footwear in the mix.

She eventually hopes to 
amass enough stock so that 
she can coordinate the sneak-
ers with the underwear.

Bushwick store sells lingerie and sneakers
SUPPORT SYSTEM

Laura Henny created the Rack Shack to sell both 
sexy underwear and less-sexy sneakers.
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T
here are holidays filled 
with joy, love, laughs and 
a gladdened heart. 

And then there’s Valen-
tine’s Day.

“I’m not sure he ever re-
covered,” recalls a friend I’ll 
call Clarissa, thinking back 
on the Valentine’s Day when 
she was engaged to the man 
of her dreams, who gave her 
a pair of heart-shaped silver 
earrings. Nice, right? 

Wrong wrong wrong 
wrong wrong.

And wrong.
“When I put them on, I re-

alized they were tarnished. I 
went insane!” says Clarissa. 
“I thought, ‘This is the end of 
our relationship!’ I remem-
ber going down the street, 
crying my eyes out and call-
ing my friend, ‘Matt bought 
me these tarnished earrings 
(sob) and I don’t want (sob) 
to speak to him again!’ (As-
sume more sobbing.) It was 
like the tarnish was a met-
aphor for our relationship. I 
remember my family talking 
me down, ‘He doesn’t mean 
it. He loves you. It was in-
advertent.’ But what kind of 
man gives a woman a tar-
nished gift?”

A man who’s pre-t-t-t-y 
worried about giving her a 
gift again, I’ll tell you that.

Looking back now — with 
her 30th anniversary coming 
up (yes, to Tarnish Man!) — 
Clarissa can’t understand why 
she went so ballistic. 

But I do. 
Valentine’s Day is to rela-

tionships what pythons are 

to picnics. 
Another friend whose 

name I can’t use — do you 
sense a pattern here? — had 
been married for a few years 
and V-Day was upon him. “Of 
course, I was one of those last-
minute shoppers,” he admits. 
“So I was on Fifth Avenue 
and I just popped into a Vic-
toria’s Secret to get her some-
thing.” He pauses. “I learned 
a lot that day.”

Lessons you males out 
there may wish to note:

• Buying a negligee for a 
woman is sometimes per-
ceived, perhaps unfairly, as 
more of a gift for you. 

• Silk is an expensive mate-
rial, long valued for its drape, 
feel, and cost.

• Polyester is a cheap, man-
made material that can, to 
some benighted (ex) boy-
friend or husband, seem just 
like silk. 

• It’s not.
Once my friend had learned 

this lesson the hard way, he 
never bought his wife any 
clothing again — not even a 
scarf. In fact, after that it was 
mostly gift cards. 

“Let her handle it,” he 
says now, sounding a little 
shaken. 

Still married.
But shaken. 
And then there was the 

“funny” Valentine’s Day 
that entrepreneur and cor-
porate keynote speaker Pe-
ter Shankman arranged for 
his date. They’d been going on 
five months — “Long enough 
for her to know my sense of 
humor.” 

Or so he thought.
“Did you know that on Val-

entine’s Day, White Castle 
takes reservations and puts 
out waiter service, place mats, 
candy hearts, etc?” He told 
the girlfriend to dress up, 
“We’re going to someplace 
romantic.”

They drove to Queens. 
They pulled into White Cas-
tle. The girlfriend assumed 
they just needed a place to 
park. But — surprise! Dur-
ing dinner, she cried.

They broke up a week later. 
He has since married some-
one more fun.

Of course, sometimes the 
gift a guy gives is actually 
quite perfect. That doesn’t 
mean all goes as planned.

“One year, I happened to 
get three bouquets delivered 
at work,” recalls Manhattan 
author and poet Elinor Nauen. 

“Bouquet No. 1 came from 
Johnny, my new boyfriend at 
the time. Bouquet No. 2 was 
from a guy who worked there 
and had a hopeless crush on 
me.” The third bouquet was 
a thank-you from a writer 
whose story she’d published. 
The gift just happened to ar-
rive on Feb. 14.

“I kept getting interrupted 
to go to the front desk for yet 
another delivery, and the small 
muttering that came at the sec-
ond bouquet got pretty loud by 
the third,” says Nauen. And 
what were those co-workers’ 
mutters?

“Everyone seemed to think 
I’d sent them all to myself!” 

So a day to revel in popu-
larity became a day to realize: 
All my coworkers think I’m 
a neutered, friendless, nar-
cissist. Gee thanks!

Luckily, she is still with 
Johnny — he of Bouquet No. 
1 — decades later. And the 
fact that he has never given 
her flowers since is something 
they’re both okay with. 

Maybe the key is to simply 
sleep through the 14th. Or do 
what my husband did in the 
early, giddy days of our rela-
tionship: Buy your beloved a 
pound of bologna.

Not as a metaphor. Just as 
a guilty pleasure that isn’t 
made out of polyester and 
can’t tarnish. What’s more, 
it is unlikely your sweetheart 
will get three pounds on the 
same day. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 
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By Lenore Skenazy

Karine thought online 
dating was for “losers, but a 
friend talked her into giving it 
a try,” she said. Someone else 
signed Jamal up — a fact he 
only discovered after receiv-
ing e-mail prompts to update 
his profile on the site — but 
he ran with it, he said.

Jamal, a comic book art-

ist, connected with Karine, a 
graphic designer, on a whim, 
thinking she was out of his 
league, he said.

“There’s no way she’ll ever 
talk to me … she’s way too 
cute, way too smart,” he re-
called thinking at the time.

But they hit it off, and liv-
ing arrangements came up 
during an early phone con-
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and  has a “rogue taxidermist” 
on retainer .

The lovers went on some 
more traditional Brooklyn 
dates, too.

“Brooklyn was our home 
and where we spent almost 
all of our time,” said Brad, 
who popped the question to 
Liz aboard Coney Island’s 
iconic Wonder Wheel in 2012. 
“That hasn’t changed. We still 
spend a lot of time on dates 
in Brooklyn.”

The museum mounted a 

Kickstarter campaign in early 
2014 to raise money for a new, 
larger location, and Brad and 
Liz realized that the new digs 
could also serve as a wed-
ding venue — they married 
there on Oct. 11, 2014. Two 
taxidermy mice topped their 
wedding cake.

Two years later, the mu-
seum and its staff are like ex-
tended family, Brad said.

“There’s a sense of wel-
coming and family there for 
us and for everyone who walks 
through that door,” he said.

versation — Karine said she 
was in Park Slope, hesitant 
to tell a stranger her real lo-
cation (10th Street between 
Second and Third avenues), 
and Jamal said he lived at 
11th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues.

Both wondered, “What 
if?,” but neither thought much 
more of it until subsequent 
conversations, when Karine 
revealed she lived around the 
corner from Jamal.

The pair first met in per-
son at Fifth Avenue diner Dai-
sy’s in 2006. They hit it off 
but agreed to take the rela-
tionship slow. 

Karine kept her online dat-
ing profile for another three 
months, and Jamal cancelled 
his account once they were 
official, they said.

The pair married in 2007, 
and their daughter Catherine 
was born nine months later.
They still live in Gowanus.
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The couple’s wedding cake topper was a pair of 
taxidermy mice.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

There is no time to beat 
around the bush!

The city last Wednes-
day gave sidewalk vendors 
who do business in front of 
Brooklyn Law School just 10 
days to fight  the institution’s 
plan to install large planters 
where they currently peddle 
their wares . Now the hawk-
ers must mount a grass-roots 
opposition or their small busi-
nesses could soon be pushing 
up daisies.

“We want some type of 
resolution, we need to sur-
vive,” said Kathy Ewa, who 
sells jackets and hats in front 
of the school. “We need to pay 
our rents, we need to pay our 
mortgages.”

The vendors say they only 
learned of the school’s plan to 
stick 10 giant flower pots — 
each spanning a little more 
than nine square feet and 
standing 5-feet-9 — along Jo-
ralemon Street and Boerum 
Place in November, after the 
local community board en-
dorsed the plan and report-
ers contacted them for com-
ment.  

Then at the Department of 
Transportation’s public hear-
ing on the application on Feb. 
3 — which they also heard 
about through the grapevine 
— the traders learned they 
have until Feb. 13 to collect 
comments from local bigwigs 
opposing the proposal if they 
want to convince the city to 
nip it in the bud.

Officials said they couldn’t 

Make like a tree and...
Vendors’ last chance to fi ght Downtown planter plan

see a problem with the shrub-
bery, however, as the board, 
Borough President Adams, 
and other elected officials 
had already given it their 
support. 

But the Beep — who the 
vendors say often waves and 
smiles on his way to nearby 
Borough Hall — says he only 
offered his “verbal support” 
for a plan to “beautify Down-
town” and wasn’t party to 
any discussions about how 
it would impact his neigh-
bors, which he would now 
like to rectify.  

“Any unintended negative 
impact on licensed vendors 
is something that we should 
seek to resolve,” he said. “I 

am open to help convene such 
a dialogue.” 

And the department re-
fused to say which other elect-
eds offered their support for 
the plan. A spokesman for 
Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) said 
he, at least, was unaware of 
the proposal and hasn’t given 
his endorsement.

During its vote, a mem-
ber of Community Board 2’s 
transportation committee did 
ask a Brooklyn Law spokes-
person whether the planters 
were an attempt to push the 
vendors out, but the rep as-
sured them it was “merely an 
attempt to beautify the space,” 
according to the minutes. The 

sidewalk stalls did not come 
up during the general meeting 
when the full board voted.

The traders — many of 
whom have been hawking 
their wares in the area for 
years — say they are friendly 
with the police, judges, and 
lawyers who work nearby 
and patronize their stands, 
and were crushed to hear 
local residents had effec-
tively voted to kick them to 
the curb. 

“They’ve been having us 
here for all these years and 
now they’re going to replace 
us with plants,” said Mama 
Moj, who sells jewelry. 

The vendors’ licenses 
aren’t tied to the location, but 
Ewa said it would be hard to 
relocate anywhere nearby as 
competition for prime Down-
town pavement is fierce.

“For the people who are 
there, it’s like their turf — 
even if it’s only 20 square 
feet,“ she said. “You have to 
go in there and fight them 
for it, but who has time to 
fight?” 

A transportation rep said 
there are no hard guidelines 
on what kind of comments the 
vendors will need to amass 
over the next week to convince 
the city to prune the proposal, 
but that endorsements from 
influential locals will carry 
more weight. 

If the vendors aren’t suc-
cessful, the school will be 
allowed to keep the plant-
ers there for 10 years, in ex-
change for paying the city 
$250 a year.

Vendors Nelia Williams and Paula Tirado may be 
forced to find a new location to peddle their goods 
if Brooklyn Law School installs planters on Jora-
lemon Street’s sidewalk.
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