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By Lauren Gill
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Call it a flight of fancier. 
A Red Hook artist known 

for bizarre public perfor-
mance pieces is now train-
ing thousands of pigeons to 
fly in formation over the East 
River while toting tiny lights 
on their legs for a series of 
shows at the Navy Yard in 
May. It is art, he said, but 
also a way to celebrate the 
species often pigeonholed as 
“rats with wings” and the dy-
ing New York pastime of pi-
geon keeping.

“I hope it brings attention 
to a greater appreciation of pi-
geons in general, and maybe 
draws more interest in the ac-
tivity,” said Duke Riley, whose 
previous endeavours include 
 sailing a home-made subma-
rine in Red Hook waters ,  creat-
ing an illegal bar under the Belt 
Parkway , and  staging a mock 
naval battle inside a fountain 
while toga-wearing audience 
members hurled tomatoes and 
baguettes at him .

Every Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday during the month, Ri-
ley — who has been a “pigeon 
fancier” himself since he res-
cued one as a boy growing 
up in Boston — will summon 

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about manufacturing consent.
A pair of Williamsburg developers 

want the city’s okay to build a huge of-
fice complex in the neighborhood’s flag-
ging industrial area, in exchange for 
constructing a small amount of man-
ufacturing space — and if they get it, 
the companies claim the model could 
transform similar districts across the 
borough that are struggling to attract 
new blue-collar buildings.

“This is an opportunity, hopefully, for 
the city’s economy, for jobs, for people, 
that this will be replicated,” said Ray 
Levin, a lawyer for real-estate firms 
Heritage Equity Partners and Ruben-
stein Partners, who pitched their plans 
to locals  at a Community Board 1 meet-
ing last Wednesday.

The developers need special permis-
sion to dedicate almost all of their pro-
posed eight-story building at Kent Street 
and West Avenue to office space, instead 
of having to set aside half for  mandatory 
“community facilities” — which typi-
cally end up as medical offices, but is 
required under the current zoning. 

The exception would also let them 
build up to six stories higher than they 
are allowed, and to nix parking spaces 
and loading docks they’d otherwise have 
to include.

In return, they’re offering to set aside 
around 17 percent of the building for light 
manufacturing uses — such as micro-
breweries and metalworking studios. 

The developer and proponents say 
the project could serve as a prototype 
for bringing business hubs back to the 

TAKE OFFICES
This tower could transform industrial Brooklyn

American fl ock art
Artist trains thousands of pigeons for new work

Real-estate bigwigs say this office complex could be a model for in-
dustrial zones borough-wide — but not everyone is convinced.
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Artist Duke Riley has been training and flying pigeons since he was a boy, but he will fly more birds than 
ever before in his new show at the Navy Yard.
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neighborhood’s so-called industrial busi-
ness zone — land the city has earmarked 
specifically for manufacturing, but  has 
become a de facto entertainment dis-
trict because hotels and nightclubs are 
snapping up much of the space . 

“For the first time, someone is pro-
posing a commercial development 

with manufacturing in this neighbor-
hood, and that is something to seriously 
consider,” said Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Greenpoint), who is no relation to 
the lawyer. 

But the approval could have conse-
quences well beyond Williamsburg.  
Real-estate bigwigs are watching the 
outcome closely, and are hoping to gain 
similar exceptions in other Brooklyn in-
dustrial zones — also found along the 
waterfront in Sunset Park, Greenpoint, 
and the Navy Yard.

“The approval of such a permit would 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn is no longer Manhattan’s 
back office!

Developers are erecting high-end 
office buildings across the borough, 
and real estate experts say big compa-
nies are now rushing to relocate inside 
them so they can tap into the local tal-
ent pool — bucking Kings County’s 
image as a place to stash away sup-
port staff in cheap digs.

“Brooklyn checks a lot of boxes now 
that the space is there,” says Michael 
Berg of commercial broker Jones Lang 
LaSalle, which just released a report 
documenting the white-collar build-
ing boom. “More young, creative tal-
ent is concentrated there.”

The borough will gain another 5.2 
million square feet of cubicle space by 
2019, the company estimates — the 
equivalent of almost two Empire State 
Buildings — with most development 
concentrated in Dumbo, Downtown, 

Fort Greene, and Williamsburg.  
Demand is so high, some develop-

ers are ditching their plans for luxury 
residential towers to create swanky 
office complexes instead. 

In October, Glacier Global Partners 
 abandoned a condominium project in-
side a Dumbo waterfront warehouse  
to fit it out for businesses. And the 
next month, Jemb Realty  announced 
it was scrapping a planned apartment 
building Downtown — which boasts 
some of the lowest vacancy rates in 
the city — to create a 40-story com-
mercial building .

Jemb claims businesses are now 
beating down its door to snag space in 
its Albee Square West building — the 
first new office tower to rise Down-
town in more than a decade — when 
it opens in 2018.

“They want us to build faster and 
they’re very excited to get in there,” 
said president Jacob Jerome.

Brooklyn’s offi ce building boom

This 40-story building at Albee 
Square will be the first entirely 
new office building Downtown 
in more than a decade.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Straphangers may have to pay a 
second fare when switching from 
subways and buses to the street-
car Mayor DeBlasio wants to build 
along Brooklyn’s waterfront for 
their ride, Hizzoner admitted on 
Tuesday.

The news contradicts previous 
claims from those working on the 
project that it will offer free trans-
fers between services, which the 
mayor couldn’t guarantee because 
the city has only just started speak-
ing to the state-controlled Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
about connecting the two.

“We’ve just begun [discus-
sions],” said DeBlasio at a press 
conference touting the benefits 
of the proposed Sunset Park-to-
Queens trolley on Feb. 16. “Our 
goal is full integration and maxi-
mum transfers … we’ve got to work 
that through with the MTA.”

DeBlasio reiterated previ-
ous promises that a ride on the 
$2.5-billion city-funded streetcar 

Mayor: Streetcar may not have free transfers
2017 will also not offer free trans-
fers or integrate with the transit 
authority’s system. There are also 
no guarantees of free transfers be-
tween the ferries and streetcar, a rep 
for the mayor’s office said.

Transportation honchos also 
fielded questions on the key ques-
tion of whether the streetcar will 
tangle with regular traffic or have 
its own light-rail–style lane with 
right-of-way, but offered only 
vague assurances that it would 
be a mix of both.

“Our goal here is to have street-
cars move in traffic, but as much 
as we can a right-of-way where 
we’ll be keeping traffic out so we 
can achieve speeds that are go-
ing to make the real travel time 
savings that we’re talking about,” 
said transportation department czar 
Polly Trottenberg.

DeBlasio first announced his 
support for the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector earlier this month, jump-
ing on board a proposal created by 
waterfront developers and busi-
nesses, who hope the yuppie-
friendly mode of transport will en-
courage more building and higher 
property values along the proposed 
route. Both the mayor and back-
ers claim the system can pay for 
itself via increased property taxes, 
though some transit experts have 
slammed that plan for leaving too 
much to chance.

would cost no more than whatever 
a standard MetroCard swipe does 
if and when the proposed service 
launches around 2024. But he de-
nied claims made by former traf-
fic commissioner “Gridlock” Sam 
Schwartz — whose engineering 
firm worked on the original pitch 
for the so-called Brooklyn Queens 
Connector and who has been tout-
ing its benefits to media outlets — 
that commuters will be able to step 

Just one week in, already bumps in the road
off a train and onto the tram with-
out paying again.

“We see it as being seamless 
with the MTA, so we don’t see 
paying a separate fee,” Schwartz 
previously told this paper.

Local transit boosters say free 
transfers and integration between 
the two systems would be essen-
tial for winning residents over to 
the plan — especially those from 
low-income areas in Sunset Park 
and Red Hook, who the mayor in-
sists the streetcar will help.

“Having to pay two fares is un-
realistic, even for someone who is 
wealthy enough to afford a monthly 
MetroCard,” said Eric McClure, a 
co-chair of Community Board 6’s 
transportation committee, which 
encompasses Red Hook and Cob-
ble Hill, where the trolley will tra-
verse. “It would be critical to its 
success for it to fully integrate with 
the MTA system.”

But Red Hook commuters may 
not have much choice in jumping 
aboard — the mayor also admitted 
that the new system could encour-

age the transit agency to scrap the 
subway-starved nabe’s sole bus ser-
vice, the B61 — which currently 
ferries around 30,000 people along 
the waterfront every weekday.

“If the MTA ended up with any 
excess capacity there are sure parts 
of the outer boroughs that could 
use a lot more bus services,” he 
said.

The news is another blow for 
cash-strapped local commuters 
who learned last year that the ferry 
service DeBlasio plans to roll out 
between Dumbo and Bay Ridge in 

Mayor DeBlasio touts his streetcar plan, flanked by local pols and business leaders, at art 
venue Pioneer Works in Red Hook on Feb. 16.
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The proposed streetcar has 
a bumpy road ahead.
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See OFFICE  on page 4

See BOOM  on page 4

Police haul away the wooden submarine Duke Ri-
ley tried to sail off Red Hook in a 2007 stunt that 
got him in hot water with authorities.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to

the performers via a whis-
tle at sunset, then send the 
birds soaring out of a ship 
at the dockyard to light up 
the sky in a piece called “Fly 
By Night.” 

Many New Yorkers mis-
takenly think of the city-
slicking birds as disease-rid-
den pests, says Riley, even 
though breeding and train-
ing the species has been a 
borough tradition for more 
than 100 years. But the art 
is fading as more landlords 
refuse to let locals keep the 
birds on rooftops, and replace 
coops with lounge chairs and 
grills, he said.

“A lot of people complain 
and don’t want them, even 
though they used to be such 
a New York staple,” said Ri-
ley.

Riley said he first got 
the idea for the show while 
reading a military pigeon-
training manual. The army 
used the birds — renowned 
their ability to fly non-stop 
for long distances — to carry 
messages during World Wars 
I and II, and the Navy Yard 
used to have one of the larg-
est bird boot camps in the 
country. 

This isn’t Riley’s first per-
formance piece starring pi-

geons —  he trained 50 birds 
to smuggle cigars from Cuba 
to Florida as a comment on 
the trade embargo in 2013  — 
but it is his largest. 

The artist had to recruit 
troops from his friends in 
the New York pigeon-fancy-
ing community to reinforce 
his own personal flock and 
complete his massive avian 
army. And he will have help 
from public art organization 
Creative Time — the same 
outfit that installed a giant 
sugar-covered sphinx statue 
in the old Domino factory in 
2014 — in staging the ambi-
tious show.

Riley swears the stars of 
the show will be well cared 
for — he has hired a vet and 
a team of handlers to look af-
ter them and the city will give 
each one a clean bill of health 
ahead of the show. And be-
cause pigeons mate for life, he 
says he has made sure pairs 
and their offspring are being 
kept together. 

“Fly By Night” at Brook-
lyn Navy Yard (63 Flushing 
Ave. at Eighth Street in Fort 
Greene, www.creativetime.
org/projects/flybynight). 
Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays in May. Free, but 
reservations required. 

Changing
Brooklyn
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re finally drawing 
the line.

The city plans to create a 
dedicated bike lane on Lafay-
ette Avenue through Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill, de-
lighting cycling activists who 
have been demanding a safer 
way to peddle the congested 
street for years.

“It’s a route that people 
want to take, but it’s a scary 
street to bike on as it is now,” 
said Caroline Samponaro, 
deputy director for pro-bike 
group Transportation Alter-
natives.

Transportation officials 
plan to employ the traffic-
calming measure between 
Fulton Street and Classon 
Avenue, turning one of the 
one-way Bedford-Stuyvesant-
bound street’s two moving 
lanes into a dedicated ped-
dling path, with some painted 
asphalt in-between the two 
species and parking lanes 
flanking the road. 

The plan — which would 
mirror a buffered bike lane 
on DeKalb Avenue — also 
calls for expanding the park-
ing lane on the car side of the 

Sharrow escape
Dedicated bike lane for Lafayette Ave.

This diagram shows the current (inset) and proposed lanes for Lafayette Avenue.
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because they typically cruise 
closer parked cars and inad-
vertently put themselves at 
risk of “doorings” — when 
passengers open their car 
door unexpectedly, knock-
ing cyclists off their bikes 
and sometimes into oncom-
ing traffic. 

But even experienced 
cyclists say riding bumper 

Cyclists on Lafayette Street currently have to share 
the lane with traffic— a dangerous combination ac-
cording to pedal-pushers.
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street in an effort to dissuade 
drivers from double-parking 
in the narrower one next to 
the bike path. 

The city had planned to 
make the change back in 2010 
— and extend it all the way 
through Bedford-Stuyvesant 
to Broadway —  but scrapped 
the scheme due to lack of en-
thusiasm  from local commu-
nity boards and broader anti-
bike-lane sentiment  sweeping 

the borough at the time . 
Instead, it painted road 

markings on one of the lanes 
— so-called “sharrows” — in-
dicating that it was a shared 
path for two and four-wheel-
ers.  But locals kept up the 
pressure for a lane of their 
own . 

Samponaro said inexperi-
enced cyclists are especially 
vulnerable when riding in the 
midst of fast-moving traffic, 

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

to mudguard is a hair-rais-
ing experience on Lafayette 
Avenue. 

“There are sections of 
Lafayette now that are a 
little sketchy because it’s 
shared,” said Jason McMa-
hon a Williamsburg resident 
who works at bicycle store 
Bike Slug in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant near Lafayette Avenue 
and cycles on the stretch of-
ten. “It would be great to have 
a bike lane.”

Between 2010 and 2015, 
24 cyclists and 27 pedestrians 
sustained injuries on the road 
— three of them seriously, ac-

cording to city data.  
Community Board 2 — 

one of the aforementioned 
apathetic panels — voted to 
approve the new lane plan 
on Feb. 10. Some members 
were concerned that losing 
a car lane will back-up traf-
fic and make it more diffi-
cult for residents to find park-
ing, but those in favor said 
that slightly slower driving 
speeds are a fair trade-off for 
bike safety.

“It might make it so you 
can’t speed, but there will be 
more lives saved,” said board 
member Hilda Cohen.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

There is some light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority could finally 
offer details about its  plans to 
close the L train tube to Man-
hattan for years of repairs  as 
early as next month, say local 
pols who have been grilling 
the agency for weeks.

“There are no definitive de-
tails on a plan yet, but the time-
table is within the next month 
or so we should be hearing 
their proposals,” said Heath 
Heimroth, chief of staff for 
state Sen. Martin Malave 
Dilan (D–Bushwick), who 
heads the senate’s transpor-
tation committee.

The transit authority will 
hold a public meeting some-
time before April to lay out 
concrete options for the loom-
ing Canarsie Tube freeze, said 
Heimroth — hopefully pro-
viding answers to panicked 
straphangers who have been 
 clamoring for news  since word 
leaked in mid-January that the 
agency may shut the tunnel for 
years entirely while it fixes 
damage incurred during Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Dilan and a handful of 
other pols — including As-
semblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Williamsburg), Congress-
woman Carolyn Maloney 
(D–Greenpoint), and Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Green-
point) — recently met pri-

Pols: L train answers next month, hopefully

vately with agency reps, but 
say they still didn’t get any 
firm commitments.

The tight-lipped transit 
agency is currently throw-

ing around a few options for 
tackling the post-superstorm 
repairs along the two tunnels 
that go through the tube, Levin 
revealed at a recent commu-

nity board meeting. It could 
stop the service entirely, 
which would take roughly 
two years, or it could close 
for only on nights and week-
ends, which could drag on for 
a whopping seven years.

The authority is also con-
sidering shutting one tun-
nel at a time, said Lentol’s 
spokesman Edward Baker, 
which would keep the con-
nection open — albeit with 
delayed service — while con-
struction is underway.

The work isn’t expected to 
begin until at least 2018,  Len-
tol told the Daily News .

But the authority is also 
frantic to use an expiring pile 
of federal cash that can be put 
towards the restoration, said 

Baker — the city has $700 
million in federal funds set 
side for Sandy repairs, which 
would cover the majority of 
the fix-up.

“This money is on the ta-
ble and it needs to be used,” 
he said. “Whether it’s going 
to be available years down the 
road is something no one can 
predict.”

One thing the pols agree 
with the agency on — the tube 
is in crummy shape. Gallons 
of salt water wore down the 
concrete innards and exposed 
the underlying wiring during 
the 2012 hurricane, damaging 
it so much that workers will 
have to demolish and rebuild 
much of the atrophied struc-
ture, according to Baker. 

225,000 riders traverse the Canarsie Tube daily.
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Grand
Reopening

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

This medical drama is 
turning into a soap opera!

The city has once again de-
layed its decades-old promise 
to turn the derelict Greenpoint 
Hospital into below-market-
rate housing, this time because 
is claims it needs it as a laun-
dry for homeless shelters — a 
wishy-washy excuse, say lo-
cals, who are demanding of-
ficials clean up their act in-
stead.

“We’re 30 years down the 
road trying to get this thing 
done, and it’s one thing af-
ter another,” said Eric Bruzai-
tis of the Greenpoint Renais-
sance Enterprise Corporation, 
a coalition of neighborhood 
groups that has been rally-
ing to redevelop the sprawl-
ing Skillman Avenue site for 
community use since the in-
firmary closed in 1982.

City officials  announced 
the project was back on in 
October last year  — three 
years after  the previous de-
veloper pulled out amidst a 
bribery scandal  — and the 
groups showed up at a meet-
ing with the housing depart-
ment on Feb. 5, expecting to 

Lost in the wash
City stalls G’point Hospital development 
because it is using site as a laundry

We have been using this photo of the decrepit 
Greenpoint Hospital for six years now because 
nothing has changed there.

hear that they will open the 
bidding process for new build-
ers within the month. 

Instead, reps threw a wet 
blanket on the search once 
again, claiming the homeless 
department uses the site as 
the central laundry for most 
of its shelters, and they’re still 
looking for somewhere else 
to fluff and fold.

They’re also holding off 
to see if some of the build-
ings on the site are eligible 

for a  national historic regis-
ter , a rep said. 

The coalition wants the de-
velopment gig to go to local 
housing organization St. Nick’s 
Alliance — which already runs 
several other buildings on the 
site — and maintains it only 
lost the original contract to a 
 politically connected Queens 
builder  in 2007 because of  a 
shady selection process , and 
should have inherited the job 
immediately when the outer-

borough firm pulled out  after 
barely laying a brick . Instead, 
the city opted to restart the en-
tire bidding process — only 
to  put the whole thing on the 
back burner  for years.

But regardless of who nabs 
the contract this time, the city 
says it will now incorporate lo-
cals’ two cents into the project 
— which officials say could 
include as many as 500 be-
low-market units and a new 
homeless shelter.

The coalition has spent 
the past two month gather-
ing feedback from residents, 
and recently presented the city 
with a list of 12 demands for 
whoever does score the con-
tract — including that housing 
go to the community’s lowest 
earners, that a significant part 
of the property is set aside for 
seniors, and that more than 
half of the site is run by a com-
munity organization.

The final demand is that 
the city stop dilly-dallying, 
because Greenpointers can’t 
wait any longer for the so-
called “affordable” housing 
to materialize.

“Development must begin 
immediately and have an ex-
pedited process to reflect the 
urgency of the need for afford-
able housing in the neighbor-
hood,” it reads.

A rep for the Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development said the agency 
is working through it dirty 
laundry and historic desig-
nation delays, and will open 
the bidding process as soon 
as possible.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a short stop!
The city has installed a stop 

sign right in the middle of a 
residential Gowanus block — 
a location so unusual that most 
drivers don’t even notice it, 
according to residents.  

“People blow past it, be-
cause no one looks for a stop 
sign in the middle of the 
block,” said Alex Konyk.

Carroll Street construction 
workers say the Department of 
Transportation ordered them 
to erect the sign after they 
closed down a stretch of side-

Cars keep blowing this stop sign in middle of a block
ing the construction. 

Transportation officials 
generally avoid installing stop 
signs in the middle of blocks, 
according to a spokesman, 
but did so here because they 
thought the closed sidewalk 
will put pedestrians at risk.

But Konyk said it doesn’t 
seem to be doing its job — 
even neighbors who know the 
sign is there don’t adhere to it, 
and there doesn’t seem to be 
anyone making them.

“Locals don’t stop for it, I 
don’t,” he said. “I can’t imag-
ine cops would hand out tick-
ets for that.”

walk between Hoyt and Bond 
streets, but even they think it 
is bizarre.

“People complain all the 

time, but, unfortunately to 
follow DOT guidelines, we 
need this,” said Chris Gleck-
ler, a superintendent oversee-

Crossed signals in Gowanus

This stop sign is in the middle of Carroll Street.
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and insurance plans accommodated

likely pave the way for a con-
siderable uptick in develop-
able office space throughout 
the borough,” says a new re-
port by commercial broker 
Jones Lang LaSalle.

But some locals said only 
dedicating 17 percent of the 
building to factory space is 
a pretty crummy commit-
ment, and opening the door 
to a rash of similar develop-
ments would essentially just 
turn the neighborhood into an 
office district.

“You would think that in 
an industrial business zone, 
that it would be a higher per-
centage than that,” said hous-
ing activist Armando Chapel-
liquen.

Others insisted the city 
create a way to make sure 
the developers — and any 
future ones — don’t weasel 
out of the industrial alloca-
tions once the buildings are 
complete. 

“This is big deal,” said 
Leah Archibald of business 
advocacy group Evergreen. 
“It’s going to be written to 
be mapped in other industrial 
zones around the city.”

A handful of local busi-
ness owners and manufactur-
ers showed up to voice their 
tentative support for the proj-
ect and the exemption, but said 
they wish they had the clout 
and know-how to score the 
same kind of special consid-
eration.

“We’ve always wanted to 
build up,” said Lucky Lee of 
beloved neighborhood sta-
ple Lucky’s Real Tomatoes. 
“We’ve always wanted the op-
portunity to grow and pro-
vide more jobs in Brooklyn, 
but it’s not feasible.”

The developers’ presen-
tation to locals was the first 
step in the arduous seven-
month process of securing 
the city’s approval for the 
special permit. 

The community board’s 
land use committee will vote 
on the plan on Feb. 22, and 
Borough Hall will also host a 
public hearing on March 21. 
But ultimately, the decision 
will come down to a Coun-
cil vote.

If the city does approve the 
plan, construction should kick 
off later this year and wrap 
up by the end of 2017.

Jerome says around 80 per-
cent of the businesses look-
ing at the building are cre-
ative companies hoping to 
move out of the overcrowded 
Manhattan market to the bor-
ough many of their employ-
ees call home. 

“People want to live and 
work in Brooklyn,” he said.

Berg claims an unnamed 
Fortune 500 company was 
previously sniffing around 
Empire Stores —  a con-
verted warehouse in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park that his firm 
is representing . It didn’t sign 
on, but he predicts another 
huge company will migrate 
to the Borough of Kings in 
the near future. 

“I think in the next 12 to 18 

months we are going to see a big 
tenant,” he said. “I think it’s go-
ing to be a creative tenant.” 

In a sign of the times, 
banker Morgan Stanley  is 
rumored  to be moving its 
back office out of Brooklyn 
Heights’ tony One Pierrepont 
Plaza,  the same building that 
houses Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign headquarters , in search 
of cheaper digs.

One local business booster 
says leaving Brooklyn would 
be sheer lunacy, but claims he 
has a long list of companies 
waiting to take its place.

“If a company leaves 
Brooklyn they’re crazy,” said 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce president Carlo Scis-
sura. “There’s plenty of oth-
ers waiting to jump in.”

Continued from page 1
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pair of scammers prom-
ised to rent a flashy car to 
a guy on Bridge Street on 
Feb. 9 — then robbed him 
instead.

The victim told police he 
met the crooks over Instra-
gram and told them he wanted 
to lease a 2016 Bayerische Mo-
toren Werke car they had ad-
vertised. When they met up 
near Concord Street at 7:05 
pm, the guys told him to sit 

inside the vehicle to make 
the deal.

But once inside, one of the 
fiends asked, “Do you know 
what time it is? Give me your 
money,” while flashing a sil-
ver gun. The victim handed 
over $5,200 in cash and his 
cellphone, and the thieves ran 
off, police said.

Crime pattern
A thief lifted more than 

$1,000 worth of clothes from 
a Smith Street store on Feb. 10 
— and the design could come 
in handy in his future if po-
lice track him down.

The lout entered the store 

Tricksters con man for more than $5,000
near Bergen Street at 7:30 pm 
and grabbed four black-and-
white striped men’s button-
down shirts and five gray and 
khaki pants and fled, accord-
ing to a report.

Saved by guard
Cops cuffed a pair of guys 

who they say punched a man 
in the face and rifled through 
his pockets on Jay Street on 
Feb. 13.

The victim told police he 
was near Tillary Street at 
1:30 am when the two guys 
socked him, cutting his lip 
and chipping a tooth. One of 
the pair allegedly asked him, 
“You know we have a knife 
right?” and went through the 
guy’s pockets, cooing, “Give 
me your money.”

But before the situation 
could escalate, a security 
guard stepped in and told the 
guy to drop his knife, cops 
said. Police then came and 
clapped the suspects in irons, 
according to a report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bam-booze-led
A pair of femme fatales took 

advantage of a drunk man’s 
sozzled state and stole his 
phone and money on DeKalb 
Avenue on Feb. 11.

The victim said he was 
leaving a bar on Second Av-
enue at midnight after hav-

ing a few too many, when 
two women pulled up next 
to him and offered to give him 
a ride home. He was unsure 
if the car was actually a cab 
or not, but got in nonetheless, 
police said.

The unlucky lush told 
cops he remembers being in 
the backseat with one of the 
ladies, then as he was get-
ting out of the car, she told 
him he needed to pay for the 
ride. When he woke up later, 
he discovered his cellphone 
was missing and that some-
one had made multiple trans-
actions on his debit cards — 
which were mysteriously still 
in his possession, according 
to police.

Missed delivery
A crook stole a delivery 

guy’s car while he was drop-
ping off a midnight snack at 
Saint James Place on Feb. 8.

The guy told police he left 
his keys in the car with the en-
gine running while he deliv-
ered the meal near Lafayette 
Avenue at 12:01 am.

When he returned, his car 
was nowhere to be found. 
Luckily, he had a tracking de-

vice in his ride and was able to 
trace it to Monroe Street

High-end heist
A fancy filcher lifted a 

pricey trinket from a cabinet 
on Clinton Avenue between 
Jan. 23 and Feb. 12.

The victim said he left a 
pearl necklace and $100 in 
Euros inside of a cabinet near 
Atlantic Avenue on Jan. 23, 
but when he went to retrieve 
his valuables on Feb. 12 at 6 
pm, they had vanished. 

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Random assault
A brute slapped and pushed 

a woman on Columbia Street 
on Feb. 15.

The victim said she was 
near Verona Street at 10:30 pm 
when a cad came up to her and 
slapped her on the left side of 
the face, leaving a bruise. He 
then pushed her to the ground 
and ran off, cops said.

Sticky fingers 
Police arrested an em-

ployee who they say lifted a 
load of luxury items from an 

Atlantic Avenue department 
store on Feb. 15.

The worker stole three 
pairs of premium jeans, one 
pricey perfume, a designer 
cardholder and wallet, two 
shirts, and a smattering of 
other items from the store near 
Court Street, police allege. A 
security guard arrested him 
and he admitted to sneaking 
out the items, said police. 

Change chump
A thief snuck into a Con-

gress Street apartment on Feb. 
9 and stole a bunch of pricey 
tech items and a whole lot of 
loose change.

The victim told police he 
was out of his apartment near 
Columbia Street between 3 
and 4 pm, but when he re-
turned he noticed someone 
had stolen his laptop, camera 
equipment, and $25 in coins.
 — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Tool thief
A looter broke into a car 

parked on Oliver Street on Feb. 
9 and stole a set of tools.

The owner left his car 
parked near Shore Road just 
after noon and came back a 
couple hours later to find 
someone had broken the lock 
on a rear door, police said. The 
thief stole a saw, mud mixer, 
hammer drill, and a handful of 

other tools, police said.

Easy hit
A scoundrel made away 

with a wallet left in an un-
locked car parked on Sena-
tor Street on Feb. 12.

The owner parked the car 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at 3 pm and returned 
around 7 pm to find his wal-
let and all of his credit cards 
and licenses missing, po-
lice said.

Ransacked
A cat burglar broke into 

a home on Ridge Boulevard 
on Feb. 12.

The victim left his home 
near 92nd Street for work 
around 2 pm and returned 
around 4 am the next day to 
find his apartment was com-
pletely ransacked and his rear 
window’s lock was broken. 

The intruder stole some 
jewelry and a smartphone, 
authorities said.

 — Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Low spirits 
Cops cuffed a couple of 

scamps who they say stole 
a bottle of top-shelf tequila 
from a Metropolitan Avenue 
liquor store on Feb. 10.

The victim was working at 
the store near Leonard Street 
at 4:45 pm when the duo came 
in and allegedly grabbed a 
bottle of Patron before flee-
ing on foot, cops said.

The arresting officer saw 
the store clerk struggling with 
the pair outside the shop and 
ran up to apprehend one of the 
men, before chasing the other 
alleged crook down on Leon-
ard Street, police said. 

Cable crook 
Cops collared a guy they 

say snatched some supplies 
from trucks parked outside a 
Greenpoint Avenue theater on 
the night of Feb. 13.

The victim saw the crook 
allegedly pulling some items 
from a truck parked near N. 
Henry Street at around 9 pm, 
then walk over to another 
truck and pull out some ca-
bles, police said. 

The suspect allegedly 
snuck the supplies into his 
truck before speeding away, 
but cops pulled him over and 
arrested him shortly thereaf-
ter, cops said.

Push over
A creep shoved a woman 

then snatched her wallet as she 
was waiting for the L train at 
Bedford Avenue on the morn-
ing of Feb. 8.

The lady was waiting on 

the platform near N. Seventh 
Street when she felt the cretin 
sneak up and push her before 
unzipping her purse and tak-
ing her wallet, cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Sweet ’n’ low
A knave trounced a guy 

outside of a Flushing Ave-
nue bakery and ran off with 
his jacket and a haul of tools 
on Feb. 13.

The victim told cops he 
went to the store between 
Broadway and Throop Av-
enue at 4 pm for pastries, 
where some guy asked him 
for $50, then followed him in-
side and then out to the cor-
ner once he left.

At that point the victim 
wandered back to the bak-
ery, but the villain followed 
again, and when he exited 
for a second time, the brute 
punched him in the face and 
snatched his jacket and tools 
he had on him — including a 
hammer and a power drill — 
before fleeing in a dark gray 
car, police said.

Cold cash
Some freebooter smashed 

his way into a S. Fifth Street 
restaurant on Feb. 13 and 
made off with a box filled 
with cash that was stored in 
the fridge.

Surveillance video shows 
the baddie take a hammer to 
the glass front door of the eat-
ery near Wythe Avenue at 
around 6:58 am, cops said. 
The rogue then walked be-
hind the bar and pulled a metal 
container out of the refrigera-
tor, which the victim says held 
about $1,000, according to a 
police report.

The burglar, who left his 
hammer at the scene, was 
wearing a large black coat, 
red pants, and a white scarf 
around his face, police said.

Smoking gun
A scoundrel snagged a 

wad of cash and smoking 
goods from a Graham Ave-
nue smoke shop in broad day-
light on Feb. 13.

The troublemaker walked 
into the shop near Avenue of 
Puerto Rico at 1:38 pm, police 
said. When the shopkeeper 
stepped around the counter 
to assist him, the perp forced 
the victim back behind the 
counter and shoved him to the 
floor, authorities said.

The rogue then pulled out 
a black gun and snatched up 
$600, plus some cigars and 
rolling papers, before flee-
ing, cops said. 
 — Allegra Hobbs
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By Dennis Lynch
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T
he weather and the mugs are frosty! 

Brooklyn drinkers seeking an anti-
dote for winter weather can discover a 

new option on the shelf. Brooklyn Brewery 
has switched up its seasonal offering this 
year, replacing its usual Winter Ale with 
an Insulated Dark Lager. The new brew 
was designed for drinking from late fall 
through early spring, but it truly shines 
now that winter grips the borough of Kings, 
said the brewery’s founder.

“Insulated is a lighter in body, but it’s got 
much more pronounced roasty and choco-
latey flavors to it,” Steve Hindy said. “We 
were looking for a little more of a richer 
beer — something nice and bracing when 
you’ve just come into the house after walk-
ing home in 20-degree weather.”

The brewery’s previous cold-weather 
brew, the Winter Ale, had been in pro-
duction for 10 years, and Hindy felt it 
was time for a change.

“We like to change things up and give 
our customers something new,” said Hindy. 
“And of course our best selling beer is 
Brooklyn Lager, so I’ve always wanted 
to do a dark lager.”

Generally lighter than ales, lagers are a 
Brooklyn tradition. There were four dozen 
breweries in Brooklyn in the 19th century 
and most were run by Germans making 
a strong, traditional lagers for their fel-
low immigrants, said Hindy. 

“We based Brooklyn Lager on what they 
were brewing here, and Insulated Dark 
Lager is in that tradition,” Hindy said. 
“They are great companion beers.”

Words like “insulated” and “dark” may 

evoke thoughts of a heavy-in-alcohol brew, 
but Insulated Dark Lager’s 5.6 percent al-
cohol by volume content is right on par 
with most of the brewery’s year-round 
brews, and it is lower than the Winter 
Ale’s 6.1 percent. So even if you fill up 
on a few, you can trek into Brooklyn’s 
wintry wilderness while still being quick 
on your feet.

But Hindy does not have to venture 
into the snowy streets to get some of the 
new brew. He has Insulated Dark Lager 
on tap at his Gowanus home and is mak-
ing  good use of it — he is on his second 
keg of the winter.

Brooklyn Brewery’s Insulated Dark La-
ger is available at basically every grocery 
store in Brooklyn.

Space cowboy
They can be heroes, just for one night!
A team of musicians will put a down-home 

twist on the tunes of David Bowie at country 
and roots-music stal-
wart the Jalopy The-
ater on Feb. 20. The 
organizer of the trib-
ute concert said it was 
important to pay hom-
age to an artist who 
inf luenced so many 
of their careers. 

“He was so forma-
tive on my musical up-
bringing,” said Feral 
Foster (pictured). “It 
was necessary to do 

something that would remember his music 
and artistry and give to a cause.” 

Foster — who also runs the theater’s weekly 
Roots ‘n’ Ruckus night — started working on 
the tribute shortly after he heard about the 
singer’s death on Jan. 10. Booking the night 
was easy, he said, because musicians were 
itching to hit the Ziggy Star-dusty trail. 

“All of a sudden people came out of the 
woodwork,” he said. “I really wasn’t expect-
ing this kind of enthusiasm.” 

The lineup has 18 singer-songwriters per-
forming their own interpretations of the Thin 
White Duke’s oeuvre. The mega-hit “Let’s 
Dance” will get an autoharp re-imagining 
from Elizabeth Devlin, while the Brother-
hood of the Jug Band Blues is set to per-
form “Uncle Arthur” from Bowie’s 1967 de-
but album. 

The group of songwriters, who usually per-
form their own material, were still eager for a 
chance to cover music from Bowie, because 
he was one of their own, said Foster.

“He was a great songwriter — I think peo-
ple get this otherworldliness in his songs that 
translates to people,” he said. “There’s a cer-
tain longing for something that’s not even 
real.”

“It’s lot of people who I’ve seen play their 
own material before,” Foster added. “He’s 
something we shared such a love for and it 
will be interesting to see everyone’s take on 
a musician we all love.”

All proceeds from the night will go to Why-
Hunger, an organization aiming to end child 
hunger — a donation Foster hopes would make 
Bowie proud. 

“I knew he was a very charitable person, 
so I looked for what charities he gave to and 
one of them was hunger,” he said.

“Moonage Daydream! NYC Songwriters Sing 
The Songs of Bowie: A Benefit for WhyHunger” 
at Jalopy Theater [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214, www.jalopy.biz]. Feb. 20 
at 9 pm. $10.  — Lauren Gill

C O M E DY

Word’s pick — “What is Not Yours is 
Not Yours” by Helen Oyeyemi

I finished this collec-
tion and could not stop 
thinking about it! The 
first couple of stories 
seemed so simple, but 
I found myself think-
ing about the charac-
ters and events for days 
after. Oyeyami is good 
at getting these quiet 
stories under your skin. 
After reading one partic-
ular story, I want desper-
ately to be a part of the 
Wenches — you will have to pick up the book 
to see what that means.

— Katelyn Phillips, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Child Poet” by Homero Aridjis

Memoir can be a leaden form, encumbered by 
fact without fancy — but in the best of hands, a 

life’s story can rise up off 
the page with the buoy-
ancy of fiction. Such 
is the case with “The 
Child Poet,” beautifully 
translated by author (and 
daughter) Chloe Aridjis. 
A literary light in Mexico, 
Aridjis is largely unknown 
in the United States, which 
is a great loss for us. His 

memoir explores the moody textures of childhood 
with a keenly Proustian sense for the shimmer-
ing quality of novel experiences. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Feminist Utopia Project” by edited by Alexan-
dra Brodsky and Rachel Kauder Nalebuff 

This collection bursts at the seams with vi-
sions for a future, some radical and some so 
reasonable. This book 
contains multitudes: 
an island where only 
women live; childcare 
centers at high schools; 
increased hourly wages 
for restaurant workers; 
a walk through the des-
ert at night alone and 
unafraid; twelve-year-
old musicians who re-
fuse to be labeled a “girl 
band”; and sex-positive, body-loving conversa-
tions. The book’s 57 written and illustrated vi-
sions are informative, intentional, and laugh-
out-loud fun. Reading this book, I felt a little 
closer to a utopia of my own.

— Stormy Budwig, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
ops on over to Sanders Stu-
dios!  

The city’s annual cele-
bration of suds, New York City 
Beer Week, will flow into more 
than 400 beer-centric events 
across all five boroughs on 
Feb. 19. And the highlight of 
the eighth annual beer-tast-
ing festival — New York City 
Brewer’s Choice — will take 
place right here in Brooklyn, 
at Sanders Studios in Clinton 
Hill on Feb. 24. 

Brewer’s Choice is a celebra-
tion of craft beer that brings to-
gether brewers and beer-lovers 
for a night of quality food paired 
with craft beer, says the event’s 

co-founder and producer. 
“It’s kind of an amazing 

evening. If you love beer,” said 
Jimmy Carbone, host of the event, 
and also of the radio show “Beer 
Sessions.”

Visitors to the beer feast will 
easily spot Carbone, who will 
sport a pink-striped seersucker 
jacket, an outfit he reserves for 
special events, he said.

This year’s Brewer’s Choice 
will feature more than 40 brew-
eries, including six from Kings 
County, including Brooklyn 
Brewery, Threes Brewing, 
Greenpoint Beer and Ale, Keg 
and Lantern, Other Half, and 
newcomer Strong Rope brew-
ery. The rest of the beer produc-
ers mostly come from the New 
York City area.

A ticket to the event will al-
low unlimited samples from the 
beer vendors, with many of the 
brews poured by the brewers 
themselves. Visitors can also 
sample food from an eclectic 
group of chefs and food pur-
veyors, including Boerum Hill’s 
Mile End Deli and Park Slope’s 
Palo Santo.

“It’s our favorite night of the 
year. We put a lot into it,” Car-
bone said. 

Brewer’s Choice at Sand-
ers Studios [525 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(646) 232–8857, www.nycbrew-
erschoice.com]. Feb. 24 at 6 
pm. $80.

Beer in sight
Kelso Beer Company, located 

right next door to Sanders Stu-
dio, will host “Brewpiphany,” a 
special sampling of home-brews 
on the night before Brewer’s 
Choice. In early January, Kel-
so’s brewmaster Kelly Taylor 
gave about 50 homebrewers an 
un-hopped, un-fermented beer, 
so each could put a unique spin 
on it by fermenting, aging, or 
souring the beer as they saw 

A cold 
brew!
‘Insulated Lager’ aims 
to keep drinkers warm

BEER GLOBAL WARMER INSULATED DARK LAGER THE PLUNGE

Brewery Sixpoint Brewery Brooklyn Brewery Coney Island Brewing 
Company

Variety Red ale Dark lager Belgian-style ale

Alcohol 
by volume 

7% 5.6% 6.9%

Nose “Like fresh cut grass.” “Oh my god — it smells like 
chocolate!”

“Smells like cheese.”

Best 
review

“Hearty, it’s a solid 
beer.” 

“A sitting-by-the-fire beer.” “Reminds me of pumpkin pie, 
it’s sweet and comforting.”

Worst 
review

“A little too sharp 
for me.” 

“A little heavy.” “Smells like cheese and tastes 
like socks.”

Was it our 
favorite?

No. Yes! No way.

Fun Fact Sixpoint Brewery 
recently changed the 

recipe to give it “notes 
of honeydew melon.”

Brewed as a nod to 
Brooklyn’s 19th century 
lager-brewing tradition.

Before it was bought by Sam 
Adams, Coney Island Brewery 
was the world’s smallest com-

mercial brewery

Winter may have officially started back in December, but the chill is only now starting to hit. 
So four of the beer-loving reporters at this newspaper sought out a brew to warm us after a 
trek in the blustery cold weather. We did a blind taste test on three winter beers brewed in the 
borough. Here are our findings:

Winter beer 
taste test

Come in from the cold: Brooklyn Brewery’s Kaitie Lynch holds up a pack of the Wil-
liamsburg brewery’s new winter offering: Insulated Dark Lager.

Buzz-worthy
Your guide to the best 
NYC Beer Week events

EERER

See BEER on page 8

Tell me how you really feel: Brewer’s Choice co-founder Jimmy Carbone cel-
ebrates local beer at last year’s event, along with Erin Fairbanks of the Heritage 
Radio Network. The 2016 Brewer’s Choice beer-tasting happens on Feb. 24.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
February 19

We Khan 
do it!
If the recent passing 
of David Bowie has 
taught us anything, it 
is to go see your 
heroes when you get 
the chance! So head 
out to catch the 
Queen of Funk — 
Chaka Khan will bust 
out hits like “I’m 
Every Woman” and “I 
Feel For You” at the 
Kings Theatre 
tonight. And tickets 
are still available! 

9 pm at Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Tilden Avenue 
and Duryea Place in 
Flatbush, www.kingsthe-
atre.com). $84–$124.

SUNDAY
February 21

Sheer talent
You may have seen 
comedian Sasheer 
Zamata in sketches 
for “Saturday Night 
Live” and “Inside 
Amy Schumer,” or 
doing short sets at 
dozens of comedy 
nights around Brook-
lyn, but tonight she 
breaks out of the 
five-minute format 
with “Sasheer 
Zamata for An Hour.” 
With Matteo Lane 
and Liza Treyger. 

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $12 ($10 in 
advance).

MONDAY
February 22

Ford focus
You know that rock 
goddess Lita Ford has 
some great stories 
from her days with 
girl-group the Run-
away, and from tour-
ing in the 1980s with 
Ozzy, Bon Jovi, and 
Motley Crue. Hear all 
the dirt first-hand 
when she reads from 
her memoir “Living 
Like a Runaway” and 
answers audience 
questions tonight at 
metal venue St. Vitus.

7:30 pm at St. Vitus (1120 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Clay and Box streets in 
Greenpoint, www.word-
bookstores.com). $27 
(includes a copy of the 
book).

WEDNESDAY
February 24

High five!
Beloved nerd bar the 
Way Station turns five 
years old today! 
Owner Andy Heidel 
(pictured in younger, 
more carefree days) 
will regale the Doctor 
Who-loving drinkers 
with the bar’s origin 
story at 8 pm. With 
drink specials all 
night and swing band 
Double Down at 9 
pm.

4 pm–2 am at the Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between Prospect 
and St. Marks places in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
627–4949, waystationbk.
blogspot.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
February 25

Freedia 
at last
Cops in Mississippi 
just canceled a per-
formance by exuber-
ant hip-hop diva Big 
Freedia, due to exces-
sive “gyrating.” But in 
Brooklyn, the queen 
of sissy-bounce is 
going to shake it up 
when she performs 
with brass ensemble 
Soul Rebels. But keep 
an eye out for liquor 
authorities enforcing 
the cabaret laws!

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. $20.
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FRI, FEB. 19
ART, “FAULTED VALLEY FOG” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: An exhibit of 
paintings, installations, and sculp-
tures that evoke landscapes and 
illusory environments. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Transmitter (1329 Willoughby Ave. 
between Willoughby and St. Nicho-
las avenues, 2A in Bushwick), www.
transmitter.nyc. 

ART, “CHAOS AND WILD AGAIN” 
OPENING RECEPTION: An exhibi-
tion of new paintings by Brian Will-
mont, combining aspects of trompe 
l’oeil and airbrush in a unique style 
of graphic abstraction. Free. 6–9pm. 
Victori and Mo [56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick, (973) 978–1447], 
victorimo.com. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC BOOK 
SALE: More than 10,000 books will 
be offered at this massive annual 
sale for only a buck or two each. 
Donations welcome. $5 admis-
sion. 7–9:30 pm. Park Slope United 
Methodist Church [410 Sixth Avenue 
at Eighth Street in Park Slope, (917) 
328–7125], www.parkslopeumc.org. 

MUSIC, “LEGEND OF SIGH”: Cellist 
Inbal Segev gives the world pre-
miere of a brand new multi-media, 
immersive piece for cello and elec-
tronics, with video and projections. 
$25. 7 pm. National Sawdust [80 N. 
Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], national-
sawdust.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: Shakespeare’s 
story of adventurous travel, redemp-
tion, and forgiveness is performed 
with an original score from Tony-
nominated composer Shaun Davey. 
$55–$85. 7:30 pm. Theatre for a New 
Audience, Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL PARTY: The 
nine-member Balkan funk band per-
forms new works written by young 
people in the Brooklyn community. 
Free. 7:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 683–
5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

DANCE, “BORDERS”: Brooklyn-based 
ensemble Leimay uses sound, light, 
voice and movement to create a 

hauntingly evocative landscape of 
bodies turned inside out. $25–$40. 
8pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org/visit/buildings/bam-fi sher. 

THE ROBOT BATTLE RISES FROM 
THE SNOW STORM: Cardboard ro-
bots do battle, in a fi ght postponed 
by a snowstorm. With live music, 
puppet shows between bouts, and 
drink specials. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Standard ToyKraft [722 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–3163].  

SAT, FEB. 20
COLONIAL DAY AT THE FORT PUT-

NAM REDOUBT: Join the Urban 
Park Rangers for a day of colonial 
fun. Free. 10 am–3 pm. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Washington Park 
in Fort Greene, (718) 722–3218]. 

WINTER SPORTS: Not sure which 
winter sport at the LeFrak Center at 
Lakeside is right for you? Try skating, 
hockey, curling, or broomball. Free. 
1–8 pm. LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “CABARET”: The Brooklyn 
Theatre Club presents the musi-
cal set in 1930 Berlin, and recruits 
audience members to play minor 
parts. $18 ($15 in advance). 6 pm. 
Muchmore’s [2 Havemeyer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williamsburg, 
(212) 707–2035], www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com. 

MUSIC, ROUX SERIES: The Roux Roux 
gallery launches a new music series 
with Fond Pursuits, the Ghost, and 
Vaubel Gilmore Duo. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. Roux Roux [243 Smith 
St. at Douglass Street in Cobble 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $69–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, FEB 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: $25–
$3,000. 6 pm.

THU, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$75. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Sit down and talk it out: An accommodating Charlotte Hor-
nets player offered Brooklyn Nets guard C.J.  Watson a place 
to sit in mid-air during their last match-up. The game on Feb. 
21 may not be so friendly.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil
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ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

ROMEO 
AND JULIET
CARMEN
SUITE

Moscow Festival Ballet

Tickets: $36-$45

BrooklynCenter.org
Box Office: 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue 
on-site paid parking available

2

Supported by: 

Sat, Mar 5, 2016 at 8pm
An evening of two one-act ballets

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

F
inally, a sexy way to learn 
your ABCs! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
writer has penned a sneak-
ily subversive children’s book 
that teaches kids the alpha-
bet with dirty double-enten-
dres. But the author of “P is 
for Pussy” says that the dou-
ble-meanings are totally lost 
on the innocent — or at least, 
they should be. 

“If your children know all 
these sex and drug references, 
you have a bigger problem,” 
said Elissa Blount-Moorhead, 
who will celebrate the launch 
of her picture book at Dum-
bo’s Powerhouse Arena on 
Feb. 29.

The book pairs potentially 
dirty words with innocent il-
lustrations, such as “A is for 
ass” — accompanied by an 
image of a donkey — and “C 

is for cock,” depicting a guy 
holding a rooster.

She dreamt up the idea 
while trying to keep her 
youngsters — and herself — 
entertained during a long road 
trip, and started spouting off a 
naughty but kid-friendly alter-
native alphabet to mix up the 
ho-hum “A is for apple.”

The former Pratt professor 
and mother of two, who splits 
her time between Brooklyn and 
Baltimore, decided the current 
kids’ book market could use 
more low-key adult humor to 

keep parents laughing while 
putting the little ones to bed.

“I spent a lot of time try-
ing to find more subversive 
and visually arresting books, 
and I was completely bored 
with what was being offered 
at the time,” she said.

The adult alphabet book can 
potentially be read to kids, un-
like the similar work “ Go the 
F--- to Sleep ,” which aped the 
form of a children’s book while 
being aimed solely at adults. 

In addition to the naughty 
double-meanings, mature fe-
male readers may get a kick 
from the book’s decidedly sex-
positive, feminist voice, said 
Blount-Moorhead. Many of 
the words and images, like 
“V is for vixen” and the more 
dicey “H is for hoe,” were 
carefully rendered to depict 
sexually-liberated women in 
full control of their bodies. 

The book’s illustrator,  
Brooklyn artist Wangechi 

Mutu is currently visiting Nai-
robi, but will join the author at 
the launch via Skype to chat 
about feminist themes across 
their work.

“P is for Pussy” book 
launch party at Powerhouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Wa-
ter Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049, www.powerhou-
searena.com]. Feb. 29 at 7 
pm. Free. 

I is for innuendo
Kids’ book drips with double meaning

D is for double-entendre: Elissa Blount-Moorhead 
has penned an alphabet book with dirty double 
meanings, so adults can get a secret kick out of read-
ing to innocent, oblivious kids.
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By Alley Olivier
Brooklyn Paper

The sunny Caribbean has plenty 
of stories about dark spirits.

Those stories take center stage — 
literally — in the  play “Zingay,” mani-
festing in Fort Greene on Feb. 20. The 
one-act performance will take the au-
dience on a comedic journey of jeal-
ousy, violence, and the world of obeah 
women – those who use folk magic 
and sorcery. But it is also a reflection 
on Caribbean tradition, storytelling, 
and culture, said its director.

“For me, ‘Zingay’ is the story our 
grandparents told us,” said Faith Arm-
strong. “I would like the audience to 
take away how rich the Caribbean 

culture is, tradition is, and how much 
of an impact those stories had on us 
growing up.”

Written by Trinidadian playwright 
Freddie Kissoon in 1966, “Zingay” fol-
lows a married couple, played by Karen 
Joseph and Curtis Browne, who sus-
pect that someone has cast a type of 
black magic on their child. 

The two clash over whether to seek 
help from a neighborhood obeah woman 
— the wife believes in the stories of 
evil spirits told by her grandmother, but 
her husband is more skeptical.  

“He doesn’t approve or believe in 
those things, but the wife is very gull-
ible and was raised around that story-
telling,” Armstrong said. 

Despite the comedic nature of the 

play, some its more serious elements 
made the show difficult to prepare.

“This one is more challenging for 
me because it is a fun play but it’s also 
somewhat a heavier play,” she said. “I 
had to work a little bit more to get the 
cast members into character, there is 
fighting, jealousy, arguments.” 

The prominent role of spirits in the 
play was also a challenge for some of 

the mixed Caribbean cast. 
“Dealing with the obeah, spirits you 

will find some people are not com-
fortable acting certain parts,” Arm-
strong explained.  

Zingay at Brooklyn Music School 
[126 St. Felix St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene. (347) 692–9428. zingay.event-
brite.com]. Feb. 20 at 8 pm. $30. 

Island spirits
A ghostly Caribbean play 
laughs it up in Ft. Greene

Giving up the ghost: The cast of “Zingay” must deal with black 
magic in the dark comedy playing on Feb. 20.
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fit. Visitors will sample 
each of the options and 
choose a winner. 

“The event is all about 
celebrating the beauty and 
quality of craft beer,” said 
Taylor, who is also presi-
dent of the New York City 
Brewer’s Guild, organiz-
ers of New York City Beer 
Week.

Brewpiphany at Kelso 
Beer Company [529 Wa-
verly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 398–2731, www.kel-
sobeer.com] Feb. 23 at 7 
pm. $27.37.

Shmaltz malts
Shmaltz Brewing Com-

pany, a kosher brew-
ing company from Clif-
ton Park in upstate New 
York, will throw a party 
to launch the fifth itera-
tion of its annual barrel-
aged sour ale Funky Jew-
belation. 

For this version, 
founder Jeremy Cowan 
blended together sev-
eral Shmaltz beers, in-
cluding its Messiah Nut 
Brown Ale, its Rejewve-
nator 2014, and Hanuk-
kah, Chanukah: Pass The 
Beer, which was aged 
for an appropriate eight 
months. 

The Well [272 Mese-
role St. between Water-
bury Street and Bushwick 
Place in Bushwick, (347) 
338–3612, www.thewick-
nyc.com] Feb. 27 at 9 pm–
midnight. Free.

Old enough
At the 21st birthday 

party for its Black Choc-
olate Stout, the Brooklyn 
Brewery will serve up 10 
different vintages of the 
seasonal imperial bever-
age. Visitors can taste the 
differences between dif-
ferent stouts while listen-
ing to a play-list of songs 
paired to the year of each 
version. 

Brooklyn Brewery [79 
N. 11th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–7422, www.brook-
lynbrewery.com]. Feb. 22 
at 6 pm. Free with RSVP.

BEER...
Continued from page 5

Hill, (718) 875–4858], www.
rouxrouxgallery.com. 

MUSIC, MARA ROSEN-
BLOOM GUEST QUARTET: 
$15 suggested donation. 
8 pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, NINE LIVES OF ELEC-
TRONIC MUSIC WITH 
YUKA C. HONDA: $20 ($15 
students and seniors). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC 
BOOK SALE: 9 am–5:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19. 

“A SOCK’S FABLES”: A fun-
fi lled, 45-minute sock pup-
pet show for kids, based on 
Aesop’s fables. With a pup-
pet-making workshop after 
the show. $15. 10:30am. 
Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

TALK, INTRODUCTION TO 
COMICS: Cartoonist Jen-
nifer Camper leads a free 
introduction to cartoon-
ing techniques, using fun 
games to teach writing, 
drawing, and layout design. 
Beginners and non-cartoon-
ists, ages 15–adult are wel-
come. Free. 2 pm. Windsor 
Terrace Branch Library [160 
E. Fifth St. at Ft. Hamilton 
Parkway in Windsor Ter-
race, (718) 686–9707], www.
bklynlibrary.org/locations/
windsor-terrace. 

TALK, AGITPROP! CONVER-
SATION: Join Agitprop! 
artists Martha Rosler, Nancy 
Buchanan, and Andrea 
Bowers discuss the intersec-
tion of art and activism in 
their practices. Free with 
$16 suggested admission. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FUND RAISER, “THIS MIGHT 
HURT” FUND-RAISER: The 
Pongo Power gym helps 
raise money for a documen-
tary about people living 
with chronic pain. The night 
will feature live music, food, 
drinks, a silent auction, and 
a screening of the fi lm’s 
trailer. $30. 4 pm. Pongo 
Power [350 Flatbush Ave. 
between Sterling and St. 
Johns places in Park Slope, 
(917) 340–0720], www.pon-
gopower.com. 

THEATRE, A LITTLE NIGHT 
MUSIC: A Sondheim musi-
cal about the romantic lives 
of several couples. $18. 8 
pm. The McKinney Chapel, 
at First Unitarian Society 
(116 Pierrepont St., between 
Clinton St. and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

SUN, FEB. 21
MUSIC, CONTINENTAL CON-

NECTIONS — AUSTRIA 
AND HUNGARY: Classical 
music from Hungarian com-
poser Iván Fischer, Mozart, 
and Haydn. $10–$38. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC 
BOOK SALE: 12:30–5:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19. 

ART, “ADVENTURES IN THE 
BORDER LAND” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A group 
exhibition exploring geog-
raphies through time, space 
and radiance. Free. Noon–2 
pm. Dancewave [45 Fourth 
Ave. at Dean Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 522–4696], 
www.dancewave.org. 

MON, FEB. 22
MODERATELY DIFFICULT 

TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league, with 
a mega-prize at end and 
weekly prizes as well. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

FILM, MUPPET VAULT PRES-
ENTS MOVIES!: Take a trip 
to Tinseltown with Kermit 
and the gang as they bring 
you the Muppets’ most 
memorable movie spoofs. 
$8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT CHEESE 
COMEDY SHOW: A com-
edy variety show hosted by 
Brian Bahe and Stu Melton, 
with stand-up, characters, 
and storytellers. $5. 8 pm. 
The Experiment Comedy 
Gallery (20 Broadway at 
Kent Avenue), www.theex-
comedy.com. 

COMEDY, TRANSPLANTS 
COMEDY SHOW: A stand-
up show featuring comics 
who are new New Yorkers, 
telling stories of how they 
got here. With Katie Boyle 
(Ireland), Casey James Sa-
lengo (Vermont), Allan Finn 
(Belgium), Daniel Simonsen 
(Norway), among others. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 9:30 
pm. The Experiment Com-
edy Gallery [20 Broadway at 
Kent Avenue in Williams-
burg, (646) 236–9000], 
www.theexcomedy.com. 

TUES, FEB. 23
READING, MANHATTAN-

VILLE READING SERIES: 
The Crown Heights show-
case for emerging writers 
speaks with novelist Mira 
Jacob, Jennifer Baker, Mat-
thew Daddona, and Amy 
Yedida Wolfe. Free. 7:30 
pm. Manhattanville Cof-
fee [167 Rogers Ave. at 

St. Johns Place in Crown 
Heights, (646) 781–9900], 
www.manhattanvillecof-
fee.com. 

MUSIC, WREKMEISTER HAR-
MONIES: With opening 
act Bell Witch. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Saint Vitus 
(1120 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Clay and Box streets 
in Greenpoint), www.saintvi-
tusbar.com. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: The monthly meeting 
for mind-bending lectures, 
volatile experiments, chemi-
cal libations, star-gazing 
sounds, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, LIVE AT THE FILL-
MORE: The defi nitive All-
man Brothers tribute band. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, “DEEP-ER-NESS”: 
Host Joe Zimmerman pres-
ents his favorite comedians 
for stand up sets that ex-
plore the more meaning-
ful topics like philosophy, 
religion, environment, econ-
omy, death, love, childhood, 
race, and more. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

WED, FEB. 24
BRIDAL EXPO AND FASHION 

SHOW: A Bridal Affair to 
Remember presents a bridal 
fashion show and exposition 
of wedding essentials. Call 
to reserve seats. Free. 6:45 
pm. Siricos Caterers [8023 
13th Ave. at 81st Street 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 
317–9701]. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 

TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE: $15. 8:00PM. Pio-
neer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

COMEDY, HOW I LEARNED 
TO EAT CAKE: This series 
features writers, storytell-
ers, comedians, and other 
raconteurs holding forth on 
a rotating theme. This time, 
Blaise Allysen Kearsley, 
Cathy Erway, Mikki Halpin, 
and others discuss birth-
days. $10 ($6 in advance). 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THURS, FEB. 25
TOUR, A WALK IN HISTORY 

CLERGY TOUR AND 
BREAKFAST: Tour the 
Weeksville Heritage Center, 
a museum that documents 
Brooklyn’s African-American 
community in the 19th Cen-
tury. Followed by a meal. 
$5. 10 am. Weeksville Heri-
tage Center [158 Buffalo 
Ave at St. Marks Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
756–5250], www.weeksville-
society.org. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, THE CARTE DE VISITE: 
The Society’s librarian dis-
cusses the popular 19th 
century portrait featured 
prominently in the Personal 

Correspondents exhibi-
tion. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

“YOUR LIFE IN LOGOTYPE” 
WITH STEPHEN POWERS: 
Join artist Stephen Powers 
and friends for a sign-paint-
ing jam. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19. 

VINNY DEPONTO, MIND 
READER: The critically ac-
claimed magician orches-
trates an evening of delight 
of mystery. $10. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “CABARET”: 9 pm. 
See Saturday, Feb. 20. 

COMEDY, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT WIGS: Comedian 
Kevin Maher and special 
guests explore the best, 
worst, and most amazing 
wigs, toupees, and hair-
pieces ever committed to 
fi lm. $15. 9:30 pm. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

FRI, FEB. 26
READING, PEACH THE 

DUCK: Children’s book 
author Kamla K. Millwood 
reads from her “Peach the 
Duck” series. Free. 6:30 
pm. Little Red Riding Hood 
Corp. [237 Lefferts Ave. be-
tween Rogers and Nostrand 
avenues in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (212) 549–1838]. 

CONCERT, LOSTON HARRIS 
TRIO: The group presents 
Swingfully Yours, an array of 
arrangements of standards 
from the Great American 
Songbook. $40. 7 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

ART, “THE GLASS EYE”: A 
multi-disciplinary perfor-
mance piece for voice, 
music, dance, and fi lm con-
cerning the disembodiment 
of the black body through 
police violence. Free. 7–9 
pm. Pratt Institute’s Film/
Video Center (BLDG 92 at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard 63 
Flushing Ave at Carlton Av-
enue in Fort Greene), www.
myrtleavenue.org. 

THE BIG MUSIC QUIZ THING 
WITH ROCK STAR KA-
RAOKE: A multi-media 
trivia spectacular, with a 
live karaoke rock band be-
tween rounds. $15 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Livestream 
Public [195 Morgan St. at 
Stagg Street in Bushwick, 
(646) 762–5999], www.lives-
tream.nyc/events. 

MUSIC, THE NOVA PROJECT: 
Featuring Ayumi Ishito 
on tenor sax, Matthew 
Albeck on guitar, and Mi-
chel Maurer on drums. $15 
suggested donation. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, BROOKE VAN 
POPPELEN HEADLINES 
A BASEMENT!: Comedian 
Brooke Van Poppelen per-
forms with Maria Heinegg, 
Seaton Smith, and Giulia 
Rozzi. $10 ($7 in advance). 
9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, FEB. 27
THEATER, PHANTASTIC 

THEATER: Family-friendly 
performances of ‘The Musi-
cal Forest’ and ‘The Phan-
tastic Zoo’ with live music, 
projected illustrative art 
and text, voice acting and 

dance. $10 ($9 kids). 11 am. 
Commons Brooklyn [388 
Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt 
and Bond streets in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 987–4966], th-
ecommonsbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, METRO CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA: The Metro 
Chamber Orchestra per-
forms a concert of great 
Russian works, with selec-
tions from “Swan Lake” and 
“The Nutcracker” featuring 
the Brighton Ballet Theatre. 
$40. 8 pm. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5000], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

FILM, BAMKIDS FILM FES-
TIVAL: The BAMkids Film 
Festival, tailored for children 
ages 3–11, includes 70 fi lms 
from 25 countries and in 
nine languages. $10 for kids, 
$14 for adults. 9:30 am–4:30 
pm. BAM Rose Cinemas 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR: The Pros-
pect Park Zoo celebrates 
the Year of the Monkey with 
special activities, including 
the Hao Bang Ah Monkey 
Puppet Show, a scavenger 
hunt, and caliligraphy les-
sons. Free with admission. 
11 am–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH 
CELEBRATION FOR 
HEALTHY LIVING: Council 
Member Laurie Cumbo 
presents an African Dance 
class, presented by Amida 
Care to inspire fi tness and 
wellness. Free. Noon–4 
pm. Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center [501 
Carlton Ave. at Atlantic Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
857–8410]. 

ART, “FACING AMERICA” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Portraits of refugees reset-
tling in the U.S. by Hidemi 
Takagi will be on view in the 
sanctuary of St. Ann’s. Free. 
4 pm. St. Ann and the Holy 
Trinity Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.stannho-
lytrinity.org/facing-america-
exhibition. 

READING, MY BROOKLYN, 
YOUR BROOKLYN: A pow-
erful spoken word “bounce-
off” between poets Darryl 
Alladice and Catherine 
Gigante-Brown. $10. 7 pm. 
Yoga Sole [254 Windsor Pl. 
at 11th Avenue in Windsor 
Terrace, (718) 499–6199].

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Hanging around: The Balkan soul gypsy funk band Slavic Soul Party will play a 
free concert at Bric Arts Media on Feb. 19. The band has teamed up with some 
Brooklyn teenagers to write a few tunes inspired by “West Side Story,” so expect 
those to slip into the funky repertoire.
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Please join us for the Impact Awards Gala:

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 6–10 PM
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn

Join New York City’s LGBT Community at the

In its inaugural LGBT Community Impact 
Awards, Gay City News will recognize and 
celebrate outstanding contributions to New 
York City’s LGBT community, its progress, 
and its achievements.
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��GayCityNews.nyc/Impact/

Sponsored by
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Stuart Appelbaum

Sarah Bender

Deborah Brennan 

Andrew Brewer

Anthony Brown

Jennifer Brown

Anthony Cirone 
& Chris Taylor
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�
�

Dick Dadey

Carrie Davis

Tom Duane

Todd Evans

Brendan Fay

����� ��������

Kim Forte

Bianey Garcia

Fred Ginyard

Ross Levi

Glenn Magpantay

Cathy Marino-Thomas

Hunter O’Hanian

Nancy Ploeger

	��������������

Melissa Sklarz

Rob Smith

Wendy Stark

Jessica Stern

Robert Talmas 
& Joseph Vitale

Alan Van Capelle

Dr. Barbara Warren

Doug Wirth

Maxine Wolfe
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By Shavana Abruzzo
for Brooklyn Paper

“The cry of the baby was 
heard across the land” almost 
nine months to the day after 
World War II ended — result-
ing in a massive generation 
of baby boomers now aging 
past 65 at a rate of 250,000 a 
month. And facts show many 
of them struggle to make ends 
meet.

“The percentage of seniors 
living in poverty is stagger-
ing,” New York City Depart-
ment for the Aging Commis-
sioner Donna Corrado  told 
CityLimits magazine in June . 
“Too many older New Yorkers 
make difficult choices about 
purchasing food, medicine, 
and paying their rent.”

More than 25 million 
Americans aged 60-plus 
live at or below the federal 
poverty level of $29,425 per 
year for a single person (or 
$11,770 for a single senior), 
but Supplemental Security In-
come provides just $433 each 
month for the average elder 
and may be the individual’s 
only source of income, ac-
cording to the National Coun-
cil on Aging.

Retirement security was a 
major topic at last year’s once-
a-decade White House Con-
ference on Aging, but many 
seniors don’t realize federal 
help is available, according to 
a civic activist at the Bedford-
Stuyvesant Restoration Cor-
poration, which will hold a 

War on elder poverty
Brooklyn focuses on struggling seniors

panel discussion called “New 
York Seniors and the Rising 
Food Insecurity Crisis” at 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Resto-
ration Plaza on Feb. 23.

“We want to educate them 
about the possibility of sup-
plementing their income with 
government subsidies, so they 
get to keep more dollars in 
their pockets,” said Blaine Ar-
thur, program manager of so-
cial services.

The symposium, which is 
aimed at seniors whose annual 
pre-tax income is $23,544, is 
the result of a partnership be-
tween the New York City De-
partment for the Aging and 
the Aging in New York Fund. 
Jennifer Goodstein, the Pres-
ident and Publisher of Com-
munity News Group — the 

owner of this publication 
— will be a guest speaker 
along with: Caryn Resnick, 
Deputy Commissioner for 
the New York City Depart-
ment for the Aging; Lisa A. 
Boyd, Chief Operating Offi-
cer of the Northeast Brook-
lyn Housing Development 
Corporation; Terry Kaelber, 
Director of Community En-
gagement Projects at United 
Neighborhood Houses of New 
York; Maggie Meehan, As-
sociate Director of Nutrition 
Education at City Harvest; 
and Jose Luis Sanchez, Pro-
gram Manager at Citymeals-
on-Wheels.

Workers will pre-screen 
seniors for the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (formerly known as food 

stamps). The allowance — 
based on certain financial 
factors and immigrant sta-
tus — has been a lifeline for 
poor Americans for 40 years 
as the first line of defense 
against hunger and a powerful 
tool for improving nutrition 
among low-income people. 
Benefits come to the house-
hold via electronic debit Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer cards 
that recipients can use to buy 
food at more than 246,000 ap-
proved stores nationwide.

Gotham’s graying
The golden years of New 

Yorkers could be tarnished 
ones:

• More foreign-born se-
niors live here than in any 
other American city — with 
one out of every 10 older im-
migrants in the country call-
ing the Big Apple home, ac-
cording to the Center for an 
Urban Future.

• The city’s 60-plus com-
munity will equal Chicago’s 
current population by 2020, 
increasing the odds that more 
seniors will struggle to put 
food on the table and pay 
their bills, Mayor DeBla-
sio informed an astonished 
American Association of Re-
tired Persons forum in De-
cember.

“New York City Seniors 
and the Rising Food Inse-
curity Crisis” panel discus-
sion at Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. between New York 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 
602–4460] on Feb. 23 at 3 
pm. RSVP by Feb. 20;  www. 
nycseniorsfoodinsecurity.
eventbrite.com .

Caryn Resnick (left), deputy commissioner for the 
New York City Department for the Aging, and Jen-
nifer Goodstein (right), president and publisher of 
Community News Group, will be guest speakers at 
an upcoming panel discussion on elder poverty.

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
g

in
g

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up

212-924-3131    
info@surpriselake.org

surpriselake.org

A Premier Jewish Sleepaway Camp 

for boys & girls ages 7 to 15 located in Cold Spring, NY

CALL ABOUT WINTER OPEN HOUSES

association

Make  

Memories  

That Last  

A Lifetime...

NEW  
THIS SUMMER 

Brand new  
swimming pool!

Pick up point in Park Slope!

“What should I 
do with my 
life?” my 

older daughter, a college ju-
nior, asked me. Well, not ex-
actly. She wanted help with a 
cover letter for a summer in-
ternship but, really, she was 
asking which direction to go 
— passion or practicality, risk 
or predictability? These are 
the big life questions she is 
facing as her entry into the 
working world looms closer 
and closer. 

The internship she’s con-
sidering is a practical train-
ing program that would take 

On passion vs. practicality
each week are devoted to scen-
ery, lights, music and rehears-
als, pushing other pursuits off 
her schedule. 

I’ve been very supportive 
of this in many ways includ-
ing showing up for perfor-
mances and willingly giving 
up vacation time with her so 
she can be on campus early 
for run-throughs and produc-
tion meetings.

Suddenly she’s talking 
business internships and 
training programs and grad 
school for law, career paths 
that seemingly provide sta-
bility and long-term poten-
tial but are far away from a 
stage or film shoot.

I tell her to go for it — take 
a shot, pursue your dream, do 
the thing you love the most. 
Give it a couple of years and 
see what happens. Now is the 
time to sleep in ratty apart-
ments and drive a beat up car, 
eating pizza or pasta too many 
times each week. 

But I’m not sure this is the 
right advice. As much as I want 
her to take a chance and follow 
her passion, I can’t be sure she 
will have the same opportu-
nities if she defers taking the 
conventional course. Things 
are different from my youth 
when I, and many friends, took 
a few years after college to 
work in different fields and 
figure out a direction to go. Of-
ten it was grad school that sig-
naled a commitment to a pro-
fession. Today, through, even 
when applying to college, ev-
eryone asks what you’re go-
ing to do. The pressure is on 
to pick a path and pursue it 
relentlessly as early and un-
waveringly as possible. 

As a parent, I know I’m 
supposed to be the voice 
of reason and responsibil-
ity, helping her make good 
choices and weigh options. 
When she’s doing that really 
well for herself, maybe the 
right thing is push her a lit-
tle off the straight and nar-
row and encourage her to at 
least think about going for the 
long shot and not living the 
rest of her life with a nag-
ging regret. 

Besides, if she doesn’t try, 
how can she ever thank me 
in the acceptance speech for 
her Academy Award?

her away from ev-
erything she’s im-
mersed herself in at 
school. A declared 
double major in 
film and theater, 
my girl is prepar-
ing for sharing 
shabby homes with 
too many people and waiting 
tables between gigs, under-
standing that success in these 
fields comes only to a few — 
not everyone gets to hold up 
an Oscar or Tony Award. But 
she’s having second thoughts 
about pursuing this path and 
the lifestyle and sacrifices it 

may entail.
Her two-and-a-half years 

on campus have been a head-
long rush into these areas — 
first working on student run 
shows and film projects, ad-
vancing to department produc-
tions and getting her choice of 
assignments. Hours and hours 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Sunset Park has the golden 
ticket!

Famed chocolatier Jacques 
Torres finally opened the 
doors of his state-of-the-art 
new chocolate factory at the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal on 
Feb. 1, three years after he  be-
gan relocating his operations 
from Dumbo and Manhattan  . 

Brooklyn’s Willy Wonka built 
the behemoth factory himself , 
but it still inspires awe in him, 
he said.

“I cannot believe my eyes 
— even though I built it my-
self,” said Torres.

Dumbo-ites needn’t worry 
— Torres will keep his Water 
Street facility open and trans-
form the manufacturing space 
into more retail, he said.

A sweet move
Cocoa celeb now in S’Park

Jacques Torres shows off some of the chocolate he 
made at the new Sunset Park factory.
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To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela 
   Esposito-Amery

Nancy Falco
Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano

Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson
Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova

Beareather Reddy
Yvonne Riley-Tepie
Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria 
   Rosario-Olmedo

Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

HONOREES

Our Honorees will be celebrated 
in a Keepsake Publication May 20, 2016

Gala Dinner 
& Awards Ceremony

Tuesday, June 7, 2016
8023 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

One day after President 
Obama signed legis-
lation that will brand 

the passports of sex offenders 
last week, a federal court chal-
lenge was filed against it. 

The International Megan’s 
Law is supposedly a way to 
alert foreign countries to sex 
offenders who may be traveling 
there for sex tourism or traf-
ficking purposes. Of course, 
who isn’t against sex traffick-
ing? We all are! But branding 
people’s passports isn’t going 
to do any good. The U.S. State 
Department itself found that 
the law’s rationale is “very mis-
leading.” And after conducting 
a study, the General Account-
ing Office “found no evidence 
that the offenders used their 
passports to commit sex of-
fenses abroad.” Got that? No. 
Evidence. 

But heck — what’s a com-
plete lack of evidence com-
pared to political grandstand-
ing? The bill passed both 
houses with only a single, 
brave lawmaker, Rep. Bobby 
Scott (D–VA), speaking out 
against it. He said that he en-
dorsed the bill’s provisions to 
notify foreign countries about 
sex offenders’ travel plans, but 
was repulsed by the idea of 
the “unique passport identi-

fier” — government-speak for 
passport branding. 

“It is simply bad policy to 
single out one category of of-
fenses for this type of treat-
ment,” Scott told the House. 
“We do not subject those who 
murder, who defraud the gov-
ernment or our fellow citizens 
of millions and billions, or who 
commit acts of terrorism to 
these restrictions.”

Terrorists? Pffft. It is only 
sex offenders who must de-
clare their past deeds this way. 
And that is what the court chal-
lenge is hinged upon.

“We don’t want those 
‘identifiers’ on anybody’s 
passport,” says lawyer Jan-
ice Bellucci, president of the 
group California Reform Sex 
Offender Laws, who is filing 
the federal challenge on behalf 
of four sex offenders. “Our 
strongest argument is that it 
violates the First Amendment, 

because that ‘unique identi-
fier’ is compelled speech.” 

In other words, “The gov-
ernment is making you say 
something you don’t want 
to say.”

Bellucci has been down 
this legal road before. Twice 
she argued against California 
towns forcing sex offenders to 
put “No trick-or-treating” signs 
on their doors, and twice she 
won. A third time she success-
fully sued the California De-
partment of Corrections for the 
same thing. The department 
had told registrants they had to 
put that sign on their doors on 
Halloween. And if they were 
living in a sleeping bag at the 
side of the road, they had to put 
a “No trick-or-treating” sign on 
their sleeping bag, too.  

Like candy-doling, Hal-
loween-activated predators 
in sleeping bags, the prob-
lem of registrants traveling 

abroad for sex tourism is 
also not a common one. The 
U.S. Justice Department it-
self says that about 10 Amer-
icans a year are convicted of 
“sex crimes against minors in 
other countries.” Meantime, 
there are more than 800,000 
people on the Sex Offender 
Registry — about a quarter 
of them minors. This means 
that the vast majority of regis-
trants — at least 790,990 one 
of them — are not sex tour-
ists. And yet we won’t give 
them the basic right of trav-
eling this great earth. 

The U.S. has never branded 
anyone’s passport until now. 
Somehow we have survived 
200-plus years of giving all 
citizens the right to serve their 
time and then go on with their 
lives. Former drug dealers can 
travel south of the border. The 
Ocean’s 11, 12 and 13 crews 
can hop on a plane to Monaco. 
But sex offenders, including 
teens who sexted and former 
flashers now in their 80s, will 
be branded with the scarlet S 
and kept in internal exile. It is 
for the sake of the children, 
of course. It always is.

Lenore Skenazy is found-
er of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

Defending sex offenders

By Lenore Skenazy

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island will soon be 
buzzing.

The landmarked Childs 
Restaurant will reopen as an 
indoor-outdoor concert venue 
in July, officials announced on 
Feb. 16. The city tapped enter-
tainment megalith Live Nation 
to book shows at the 5,000-
seat amphitheater, and the 
company, which owns Tick-
etmaster and regularly sends 
national acts to Barclays Cen-
ter, is poised to bring big-time 
talent to the seaside concert 
house. But one People’s Play-
ground stalwart said he is ex-
cited about the prospect of lo-
cal programming, too.

Amped this summer
Coney’s amphitheater to open in July

whose arts group Coney Is-
land USA will help operate 
the venue. “Getting ready for 
the parade will all happen in-
side the amphitheater.”

The concert hall will fea-
ture two 50-foot doors that 
open onto an adjacent lawn 
so music fans can rock out 
in the great outdoors during 
summer months.

Former borough president 
Marty Markowitz  dreamed it 
up as a place to house his an-
nual Seaside Concert series  
in 2013 after Coney Islanders 
 pushed back on his previous 
plan to put an amphitheater 
in Asser Levy Park .

The city paid owner iStar 
Financial $60 million for the 
Childs building and to re-
store the 90-year-old struc-
ture, which sits on the Board-
walk at W. 21st Street.

  Construction began last 
February  and the venue will 
open in July.

“We are looking forward 
to making the traditional Co-
ney Island events, such as the 

Mermaid Parade, even big-
ger and better,” said Board-
walk impresario Dick Zigun, 

Brooklyn Sports & Entertainment, which owns Bar-
clays Center and the Nets, will brand the venue.
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The Brooklyn Nets, in proud partnership with

Hospital for Special Surgery, announce the grand

opening of the HSS Training Center. Designed to

maximize performance, prevention and recovery,

the state-of-the-art facility is the new practice

home of the Brooklyn Nets.

THE BROOKLYN NETS WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR HSS TRAINING CENTER PARTNERS

PROTECTING THE HSS TRAINING CENTER SINCE 2016 TM


