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Your World  — Your News

residents and workers said they 
still hadn’t heard anything — just 
rumors from their neighbors — 
which is only contributing to the 
confusion. 

An employee at one of the busi-
nesses on the chopping block says 
he and his colleagues did get a let-
ter — though only after a News-
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By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

Bushwick residents living un-
derneath part of the M line will 
lose their homes for at least six 
months next year when the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity boots them out during repairs 
to the subway tracks above — but 
some are worried the move will 
be more permanent.  

The agency says it will tempo-
rarily relocate residents and busi-
nesses during the work, but it is 
also offering to buy the buildings 
outright, and one resident predicts 
panic amongst long-time tenants 
who face losing their cheap digs 
under the rumbling rails in the in-
creasingly pricey nabe.

“It’s gonna create a bit of a cri-
sis,” said Whitney Fink, who has 
lived in a row house on Ditmars 

Street, between Myrtle Avenue 
and Broadway, for five years but 
says she’s more worried for her 
neighbors. “I know if I was look-
ing for an apartment right now 
around here, I wouldn’t be able 
to afford it.” 

Many residents only learned 
the bad news after  a Newsday 
report  on Sunday revealed the 
agency plans to clear residential 
and commercial buildings at the 
triangle of Myrtle Avenue, Broad-
way and Ditmars Street for six to 
10 months — “but potentially lon-
ger” — starting in June of 2017, 
 while it demolishes and rebuilds 
the century-old s-shaped elevated 
tracks . 

The transit body confirmed the 
news on Monday and claimed that 
it has already made “initial con-
tact” with those affected, but many 

Deep  -pact
MTA to boot Bushwickians 
from homes during repairs

M

Jarad Needham from Harvest Cyclery on Myrtle Avenue is 
one of the few people to have received a letter from the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority about its plans to 
boot everyone on the block out while it does repairs.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

There is light at the end of the 
tunnel — followed by years of 
darkness.

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority will host a public 
meeting on May 5 where it will 
finally offer L-train commuters 
details of its plans to close the 
line’s connection to Manhattan 
for years of repairs, which it now 

says will likely start in 2019.
Transit honchos say they 

will outline the current patch-
up proposals, listen to commut-
ers’ gripes, and answer people’s 
questions during the forum at the 
Marcy Avenue Armory — a stark 
contrast  to the last summit in Jan-
uary , when the crowd turned on 
an official who refused to give 
any details,  shortly after news of 
the looming closure broke .

The authority is reportedly 
considering at least three ap-
proaches for fixing the Hurricane 
Sandy–related damage threaten-
ing to atrophy the so-called Ca-
narsie Tube, according to pols 
and their flacks who have been 
speaking to the agency. 

One is to shut both shafts in-
side the tunnel completely, which 
could allow it to get the repairs 
done in around two years. An-

There’ll be  to pay

RIVER OF TEARS

MTA promises closure plans at May 5 meeting

L

other is to close one tube at a 
time, which would reduce ser-
vice by about 75 percent and 
take closer to four years. The 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Tanks for nothing!
The city is going ahead with 

its controversial plan to seize 
land along the Gowanus Ca-
nal and use it to house giant 
sewage tanks needed for the 
cleanup of the toxic waterway, 
rejecting  an earlier plan from 
the Feds to dig up the Double 
D pool in Thomas Greene Park  
and stick them under there. But 
local environmentalists say it 
will have to excavate the cher-
ished watering hole anyway — 
as the soil underneath is con-
taminated with coal tar — and 
buying more property will just 
waste money and time while the 
fetid body of water continues 
to stink up the rapidly devel-
oping area. 

“The pool needs to be re-

Double D day
Offi cials: No tanks under pool, 
but it will be dug up anyway
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anus Superfund Community Ad-
visory Group, a panel of locals 
that advises the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency on the 
cleanup. “Any delay in cleanup of 
the Gowanus is unconscionable, 
especially since we are opening up 
the Canal to development.” 

The city announced the plan on 
Thursday, following years of de-
bate with the federal agency, its 
state counterpart, and the com-
munity about where the tanks 
should go.

The Feds are the ones forcing 
the city to install the giant recep-
tacles — which will hold raw sew-
age and storm water so it doesn’t 
flood the canal when it rains — 
but said it would give local of-
ficials the final say on where to 
put them. 

Nevertheless, the body had been 
strongly pushing for it to select the 
city-owned Thomas Greene Park, 
where the watering hole is located, 
arguing the pool needs to be ex-
humed anyway to remove the toxic 
sludge underneath, and it could kill 
two birds with one stone.

But local swim fans  rallied 
hard  to save the pool — a cool 
summer respite for families in 
the neighboring public housing 

Katia Kelly of the Gowanus 
Superfund Advisory Group 
thinks the Double D pool 
(top) might as well get the 
tanks.
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moved, and will be removed any-
way,” said nearby resident Katia 
Kelly, who is a member of the Gow- See POOL  on page 12

See M TRAIN  on page 13

See L TRAIN  on page 13

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Feel the spurn!
Brooklynites rejected hometown 

boy Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Vermont) 
in favor of establishment choice Hillary 
Clinton in Tuesday’s Democratic pri-
mary election, with around 60 percent 
of borough Democrats opting for the 
former New York senator — despite the 
Midwood-born pol  heavily canvassing 
Kings County  over the past two weeks, 
 successfully  demanding  a high-profile 
debate  on his native turf, and  drawing 
almost 30,000 people to Prospect Park  
on Sunday. 

The primary itself was plagued by 
 bungled enrollments ,  dysfunctional poll-
ing sites , and  the revelation that 126,000 
names  on the Brooklyn rolls were quietly 
purged last year, and Sanders supporters 
believe the problems damaged the self-
professed socialist’s numbers.

“Our phones and messages were go-
ing crazy with people who didn’t find 
their names at the polls and had voted 
Democrat in the past,” said Bay Ridge 
activist and Sanders volunteer Linda 
Sarsour, one of many surrogates, pols, 
and supporters who gathered at a Park 
Slope bar to watch the results roll in. 
“I feel like many of the ones that were 
turned away would have voted for Ber-
nie Sanders.”

But most claimed the biggest problem 

HIL COUNTRY
Brooklynites choose Clinton over Sanders, 
although some claim system is ‘rigged’

in translating Sanders’ local hype into 
votes was New York’s rigid primary sys-
tem, in which only those who had regis-
tered as a Democrat by October last year 
— before many had heard of the septua-
genarian senator — could cast a ballot.

“All of these new voters that Ber-
nie Sanders has turned on, all of these 
people who are just catching the fire of 
the Sanders campaign, were excluded,” 
said Fort Greene filmmaker and Sand-
ers surrogate Josh Fox, who claimed 
the local Democratic establishment has 
deliberately “rigged” the system that 
way to keep insurgent candidates like 
Sanders out.

But one local Clinton fan said he 
thought the results were an accurate 

reflection of the borough’s support for 
his candidate, a two-term senator who 
beat President Obama here in the 2008 
primary.

“When you don’t win, you want to 
look for reasons,” said Carroll Gardens 
resident Mike Racioppo. “[Clinton] has 
a strong record here, good ties, and there 
was a lot of important institutional sup-
port behind her … To me, it was not 
surprising there was very strong turn-
out and support.”

Sanders did win some neighborhoods 
— his strongest support came in Green-
point — home to hipsters and Polish im-
migrants like Sanders’ father — where 
he ultimately scored around 64 percent 
of the vote. 

He also did particularly well in the 
traditionally conservative Southern 
Brooklyn nabes such as Bay Ridge and 
Bensonhurst, which Sarsour attributes 
to strong support from the local Arab 
community. 

Clinton did best in predominantly 
black neighborhoods, including East 
Flatbush, Canarsie, Brownsville, and 
East New York, and also dominated tony 
Brooklyn Heights, where her campaign 
headquarters is based. 

Meanwhile, in the Republican race, 
Donald Trump — the only candidate 
who didn’t bother to step foot in the 
Brooklyn while on the campaign trail 
— nevertheless came up trumps in the 
borough.

Sanders drew almost 30,000 fans to Prospect Park on Sunday but how many of them were able to vote two 
days later due to roll purges and New York’s early registration deadline?
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Former New York senator Hillary Clinton defeated her rival Bernie 
Sanders in Tuesday’s primary, despite weeks of hoopla about the Ver-
mont senator’s Brooklyn roots in the lead-up to the vote.
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

UP TO70% OFF WEDDINGDRESSES

SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

It was a crimson letter day!
A Crown Heights high-school senior 

says he was stunned into silence when 
a scholarship organization surprised 
him with a full ride to Harvard during 
a school assembly on Wednesday.

“I was so overwhelmed with emotion, 
I was at a loss for words,” said Ethan 
Ambrose from Medgar Evers College 
Prep School. 

The 17-year-old scholar said he al-
ready knew he was heading to the pres-
tigious Ivy League school this fall, but 
he had no idea about the life-changing 
$40,000-a-year scholarship before a rep 
from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
made the announcement in an audito-
rium full of his classmates. 

Ambrose said he thought he was in 
the auditorium to give a talk on a lead-
ership program he is involved in.

Ambrose says he plans to study neu-
robiology.1 

Crown Heights 
teen earns a full 
ride to Harvard

High school senior Ethan Ambrose, who plans to attend Harvard in 
the fall, was surprised with a full scholarship on April 13.
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HIS IVY DREAM

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city plans on hand-
ing over an old Downtown 
Board of Education build-
ing to a developer, in a deal 
that could spell the end for 
both the 116-year-old struc-
ture and historic Red Hook 
Lane, but also create space 
for a new public school, a 
local leader announced last 
Wednesday, 

City officials will soon ask 
real-estate companies to sub-
mit pitches for the site of the 
handsome Beaux Arts build-
ing that fronts onto Livingston 
Street and makes an L-shape 
around to the laneway, Com-
munity Board 2 district man-
ager Rob Perris told the panel 
at its monthly meeting. 

He says the winning struc-
ture will include space for a 
500- to 700-seat public school, 
which would help ease the 
squeeze that Downtown’s de-
velopment boom has placed on 

Schoolhouse rocked
City may raze Board of Ed building

guaranteed it can do that. 
It is also possible the city 

will close off Red Hook Lane 
entirely for a new building, 
Perris reported, which would 
be the end of  one of the bor-
ough’s oldest streets  as well as 
the end of a popular artery to 
Fulton Mall.

“It could have serious im-
plications for how people get 
around,” he said.

Local families and pols 
 have been demanding  the city 
build a new school in the neigh-
borhood — which has accu-
mulated 7,000 new units since 
the 2004 rezoning — fearing 
an impending overcrowding 
crisis in an area where  some 
schools  are  already  bursting 
at the seams.

Perris said the proposed 
school may not be for grade-
schoolers, though — since it 
would be surrounded by busy 
roads — but the city could in-
stead move an existing mid-
dle or high school into the new 
digs, then put a new elemen-
tary school in its old space. 

The rep, however, claimed 
the city is still hashing out the 
details and is still unable to pro-
vide any specifics yet, though 
it will consult with the commu-
nity before moving ahead. 

poration, which is the city’s 
development arm, confirmed 
the plan to redevelop the build-
ing, but claimed a school is just 
one possibility for the space 
at this stage.

Either way, the winning de-
veloper would score a 99-year 
lease on the land, where they 
will likely be able to erect a 
sizable structure — as Down-
town has no set height caps — 
that could include housing, re-
tail, or offices. 

Preservationists  have called 
for the city to landmark the 
stately brick building in the 
past , but that never happened, 
and now it is possible the en-
tire thing will be razed, the 
spokesman said. 

The rep says the scheme 
is still contingent on it secur-
ing air rights from Red Hook 
Lane — which is still a street 
you can drive down, but was 
technically  demapped as part 
of the 2004 Downtown Plan  
— to allow the developer ex-
tra altitude, and it still hasn’t 

local houses of learning.
“[The city] acknowledged 

the need for additional school 
capacity Downtown,” said 
Perris, who says he has met 
with the city’s Education Con-
struction Fund, Department of 
Housing and Preservation, and 
Economic Development Cor-
poration to discuss the plan.

A spokesman for the Cor-

The 116-year-old Board 
of Education building on 
Livingston Street.
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Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at CCCCCoooommmeeee tttrrraaaaiiinnn bbbbeeeeaaaaccccCCCCCoooommmmmeeee tttttrrrrraaaaaiiiiinnnnn bbbbbeeeeaaaaacccchhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkklllyyynnnn’’’’ssss oooonnnnllyyy ccccoooommmm lllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaammmppppuuuussss aaaatttmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolllllllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaaammmmmppppuuuussss aaaaattttt
Kingsborough Community College! 

hhhssssiiiddddeeee aaaattt BBBrrrooooooookkklllyyyynnn ssss oooonnnhhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkkllllyyynnnn ssss oooonnnnllyyyy ccccoooommmlllyyy ccccoooommmmmmmuuuunnniiitttyyyy ccccoooolmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolll
KKKKKiiiiinnnnngggggssssbbbbboooorrrrroooouuuugggghhhhh CCCCCoooommmmmmmmmmuuuunnnnniiiiitttttyyyy CCCCCoooolllllllllleeeeggggeeee!!!!KKKKiiiinnnnggggssssbbbboooorrrroooouuugggghhhh CCCCoooommmmmmmmuunnnniiiittttyyy CCCCoooollllleeeeggggeeee!!

 

We offer Affordable Job Training with  
Nationally Recognized Certification,  

Job Placement Assistance and College Credits! 

Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at
Kingsborough Community College!

917-699-9067
2 Locations for your convenience:
644 Grand Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211
258 Graham Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11206

OPEN 
DAILY 

11am – 10pm

Gift  Certifi cates
AvailableSERVICES

SPECIAL
1-Hour Massage

         $35 
With this coupon             Expires 09/30/16
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police slapped cuffs on 
a man who they say fought 
cops after he tried to get a 
free subway ride in a sta-
tion near Joralemon Street 
on April 14.

Officers saw the man 
walking through an emer-
gency gate in a station near 
Court Street at 4:35 pm to 
avoid paying for the subway. 
An officer approached the 
guy and asked him to show 
his identification, but he re-
fused, yelling “Y’all n----- 
ain’t doing nothing.” 

The officer attempted 
to handcuff the man, who 
started to throw punches, 
causing the policeman to fall 
to the ground and hurt his 
right knee. The guy contin-
ued to fight the officer while 
he was on the ground until a 
stranger tackled the man. 

The suspect ran away, 

but police found his per-
sonal documents and tracked 
him down. 

Dropped call
A lawbreaker snatched a 

woman’s phone as she was 
walking up the stairs of 
the Borough Hall subway 
station on Court Street on 
April 11.

Authorities said the woman 
was trudging up the stairs 
near Court Street at 3:40 pm 
when the scoundrel bumped 
her and took her iPhone 6 
plus from her hands. 

Relayed
Cops cuffed two guys who 

they say stole a woman’s phone 
in a subway station on Pacific 
Street on April 11.

The victim said the man 
grabbed her Samsung Galaxy 
Edge from her hands in the 
station near Fourth Avenue 
at 3:20 pm. She ran after the 
guy and he fell down, alleg-
edly passing the phone off to 
another guy. A witness even-
tually stopped the man and po-

lice slapped cuffs on the pair, 
according to a report. 

Cone head
Police arrested a man who 

they say threw a traffic cone 
at a cop on Henry Street on 
April 12.

Authorities said a police-
man was issuing a parking 
summons to the man near 
Orange Street at 2 pm when 
the guy allegedly hurled the 
orange plastic cone at him, 
injuring his right hand. The 
cop went to the hospital for 
treatment, according to a re-
port.

Withdrawn
A pair of goons forced 

a woman to take out $756 
from an automated teller ma-
chine on Flatbush Avenue on 
April 12 and made off with 
the cash. 

The victim told cops the 
pair of goons walked her to 
the bank near Atlantic Avenue 
at 2:14 pm and made her take 
out hundreds of dollars. When 
she grabbed the cash out of the 

Police: Suspect attacks offi cer in station

machine, the two cads took 
the money and fled.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Riding dirty
Two swindlers stole a cab 

after feigning a heart attack 
and ended their joyride by 
crashing the vehicle on Ful-
ton Street on April 16.

The cab driver told police 
he picked up two strangers as 
he was traveling on the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway to-
wards Staten Island at 1:55 
am, and as he was driving, 
one of the transients told him 
his friend was going into car-
diac arrest.

But while the driver was 
dialing 911, one of the bad-

the jerk stayed onboard, po-
lice said.

The victim and her spouse 
boarded the next train, but 
when she got to her office, 
she discovered her wallet was 
gone from her purse, accord-
ing to a report.

She contacted her credit 
card companies to cancel 
her cards and discovered the 
knave had already made sev-
eral unauthorized purchases, 
police said..  — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Corner score 
A bozo tried to steal money 

from his local deli on Smith 
Street on April 12.

The knucklehead tried to 
hold up the cashier at the store 
between Carroll and Second 
streets at 9:30 pm by pretend-
ing to have a gun in his right 
hand. But the cashier refused 
and the guy fled without any-
thing, authorities said. 

The cashier told police the 
nogoodnik is a frequent cus-
tomer. 

Just did it
Some sneaker freak stole 

three pairs of Nike shoes from 
a hallway at a Bowne Street 
cruise terminal on April 16.

A Nike employee told po-
lice the six kicks were miss-
ing after he checked the in-
ventory at the port near King 
Street around 3:20 pm. 

Shattered
A punk broke the win-

dow of a parked car on Im-
lay Street sometime overnight 
on April 17.

The victim parked his black 
Mercedez Benz between Pi-
oneer and Veronz streets at 
10:30 pm, but when he re-
turned at 9:30 am the next 
day, he noticed some van-
dal had smashed his driv-
er’s-side window, cops said. 
Nothing was missing from 
inside the car, according to 
authorities.

Caught
Police cuffed an 18-year-

old who they say tried to 
break into a home on Sum-
mit Street on the afternoon 
of April 14.

A 45-year-old woman was 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

dies grabbed him by the shirt 
and ripped him out of the ve-
hicle, then both drove off in 
the car, police said.

Police were able to track 
down the vehicle to Fulton 
Street and Hale Avenue, where 
two officers apprehended the 
men.

But when authorities at-
tempted to cuff them, the jerks 
tried to run over one of the 
officers and crashed the ve-
hicle into an unmarked squad 
car. Cops say the punks had 
removed the EZpass, global 
positioning system, and phone 
charger from the vehicle and 
had ripped through roof pan-
els, meter, and credit card ma-
chine wires. 

Gold grab
A lout stole a guy’s neck-

laces by holding him up at 
gunpoint on Fulton Street on 
April 16. 

The victim told authori-
ties he was near Gates Ave-
nue at 11:10 pm when the punk 
approached him and pulled 
out a gun, barking “Give me 
that.” The jerk then forcibly 
removed two gold chains from 
the victim’s neck and fled, ac-
cording to a report. 

Squeezed out
Some weasel stole a wom-

an’s wallet from her bag as 
they were aboard a crowded 
train near Flatbush Avenue 
on April 12.

The woman told authori-
ties she boarded a crowded 
Prospect Heights-bound ca-
boose at Nevins Street sta-
tion at 8:30 am and posted 
up nearest the door, but as the 
train was holding in the sta-
tion, the thief pushed his way 
onboard, positioning himself 
behind her.

At that point, she began 
to feel the louse squeeze her 
from behind and tug on her 
clothing and purse, caus-
ing her to become uncom-
fortable, so she stepped off 
the train with her husband 
before the doors closed and 

outside the home between Van 
Brunt and Columbia streets at 
12:10 pm when she allegedly 
saw the suspect try to open 
the front door, authorities said. 
Cops arrested and charged the 
teen with burglary and crimi-
nal mischief, police said. 

— Julianne Cuba

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Hey, big spender
A crook lifted a woman’s 

wallet from her purse at a bar 
on Wythe Avenue on April 13, 
then used the cash to book 
himself a hotel room.

The woman told police she 
was at the tavern near between 
N. 10th and N. 11th streets 
around midnight, and when 
she was on her way home in 
a cab, she realized her wal-
let was gone.

The bad guy used one of 
her credit cards to pay for a 
room at a hotel in Midtown, 
according to cops. 

Hog gone
Someone rode off on a 

man’s motorbike parked on 
N. Sixth Street on April 14.

The owner told cops he left 
his crotch rocket near between 
Kent Avenue and the water-
front at 1 am, but when he re-
turned the next morning, his 
bike was gone. Police drove 
around to try to find the bike, 
but to no avail, according to 
a report.

Payback 
A burglar broke into Gra-

ham Avenue eatery’s auto-
mated teller machine on April 
14 — and it may have been a 
disgruntled ex-employee.

The owner told police he 
walked into his restaurant be-
tween Conselyea Street and 
Metropolitan Avenue at 1 am 
to find the cash dispenser was 
taken apart. There were no 
signs of forced entry, or of 
tools used on the machine, 
police reported. 

No arrests have been made, 
but the owner told police he 
had a sneaking suspicion that 
it was one of two guys he fired 
12 days ago, according to a 
police report. 

No tip
A scoundrel swiped cash 

from a delivery guy’s wal-
let while he was making a 
drop-off on Norman Ave-
nue on April 13.

The victim told cops he 
was making a delivery near 

Guernsey Street at 9:30 pm. 
He left his keys in the ignition 
of the idling car, and returned 
to find about $700 was gone 
from his wallet in the center 
console, police reported.

Subway snatch
A sneaky crook nabbed a 

man’s wallet during a train 
ride to Brooklyn from that 
other borough on April 14.

The victim said he got on 
the Brooklyn-bound train at 
Union Square at 9 pm. Some-
one kept bumping into him 
on the crowded train, and 
when he got off at the Gra-
ham Avenue stop, he realized 
his wallet was missing, po-
lice reported. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Brutal mugging
A brute mugged a man out-

side of his Third Street apart-
ment building in broad day-
light on April 15.

The victim had just left 
the building between Keap 
and Hooper streets at 3:30 pm 
when the bad guy jumped out 
at him and punched him in 
the head and neck, then threw 
him to the ground, accord-
ing to cops.

When the guy hit the 
ground, his pants ripped open 
and $181 cash fell out, which 
the miscreant grabbed before 
running from the scene, po-
lice reported.

Cell off
A creep grabbed a wom-

an’s phone out of her jacket 
pocket outside of a Varet 
Street bodega on April 15.

The victim was standing 
outside the store between the 
Avenue of Puerto Rico and 
Humboldt Street at 1:45 pm 
when the villain came up to 
her and put his hand in her 
left jacket pocket, grabbed 
the phone, then ran off fled, 
police said.

Slashing sicko 
A blade-wielding fiend 

slashed a woman’s face on 
Union Avenue in the early 
morning of April 17.

Police say the woman was 
between Stagg and Scholes 
streets at 4 am when the brute 
jumped out at her and said 
“I’m gonna f--- you up” before 
pulling out a metal weapon 
and cutting her face. She later 
went to Woodhull Hospital 
for treatment.

— Madeline Anthony
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5th Avenue & 
45th Street
New York City

Monday, April 25-Friday, April 29
12:00-4:00pm
 Live DJ with trivia and prizes

 Photos with the Larry O’Brien NBA Championship Trophy

 Pop-a-Shot tournaments

Tuesday, April 26 & Thursday, April 28
12:00-4:00pm
 NBA Fashion Tattoo Bar

Friday, April 29
1:00-2:00pm
 Appearance by NBA legend John Starks 
 & the Knick City Dancers**

*Appearance, event dates and times subject to change. **NBA Store fans who purchase $10 or more of NBA Store merchandise will receive an autograph 
pass to meet John Starks. Limited quantity, while supplies last. No outside merchandise.
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Stress takes its toll on the body and the 
mind, but regular massages can lead to 
healthier lifestyles, says Aaron Jones, owner 
of Massage Envy in Brooklyn Heights.

Studies have found that massages can 
lower blood pressure, improve posture and 
flexibility, and help with range of motion. 

“It’s also been proven to relieve head-
aches, strengthen the immune system, and 
promote deeper, easier breathing,” says 
Jones. “Long-term effects can include in-
creased circulation, improved flexibility, 
and a stronger immune system.”

Massage Envy Brooklyn Heights is com-
mitted to offering these health benefits, and 
to making it a stress-free experience every 
time you visit. It makes customized mas-
sages, facials, and relaxing therapies afford-
able to everyone, with its introductory rates 
for new guests that start at $79.99. 

Feel rejuvenated, and reap the rewards of 
reduced muscle pain.  

“People look at massages like they’re 
a luxury,” says Jones. “But in my mind, 
they’re an essential part of good health.”        

Massage Envy is proud to honor military 
personnel, both active and retired, with a 
Military Discount Program. By joining Mas-
sage Envy today, military members can save 
an average of $60 per year on services, says 
Jones. 

“It provides the relaxation and health 
benefits our military needs and deserves.”

If you are not in the military, Massage 
Envy’s unique wellness concept makes mas-
sages and facials affordable, much like a 
gym membership works. The reasonably-
priced wellness plan entitles clients to one 
60-minute massage per month, at hundreds 
of locations nationwide. 

If you’re unable to make it one month, you 
can get two the following month. 

“Or you can split it, which means that you 
can have a 90-minute massage the following 
two months,” he says.

Family members are encouraged to join 
at a discounted rate. Massages can also be 

“shared” with a friend or family member. 
For a small additional fee that covers the 
cost of the products, swap a facial for a mas-
sage. There’s lots of flexibility built in for 
everyone’s convenience. Guest passes and 
gift passes are available, too. Ask about the 
corporate plan that allows employers to offer 
the benefits of massage to their employees.

The one-of-a-kind spa has been serving 
Brooklyn Heights since December 2012. 
Jones opened shop in the neighborhood he 
grew to love while attending Brooklyn Law 
School and the Zicklin School of Business. 
He worked in law and on Wall Street for 
more than a decade before concentrating on 
this passionate venture.

Massage Envy’s parent company also 
launched in 2002. Since then, it has blos-
somed to 49 states, and there are more than 
1,100 locations. The business has delivered 
more than 70 million customized massages, 
says Jones, and each clinic maintains a stan-
dard of excellence that creates an engaging 
experience. Licensed massage therapists 
and estheticians are all part of the team.

Massage Envy Brooklyn Heights is con-
veniently located one block from the 2, 3, 4, 5, 
N, and R subway lines.

Massage Envy Brooklyn Heights [147 Rem-
sen St. between Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 451–3000, www.mas-
sageenvy.com/clinics/NY/Brooklyn-Heights.
aspx]. Open Mondays through Fridays, 9 
am–9 pm, and Saturdays through Sundays, 9 
am–8 pm. 

Let Massage Envy
melt away your stress

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction,  please call 
Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Dr. Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco
Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith

Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson
Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
Chinita Pointer

Beareather Reddy
Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria 
     Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

HONOREES

Publication date – May 20, 2016

Join Us!
Gala Dinner 

& Award Ceremony
Tuesday, June 7 at

RSVP: May 20th

$100/person
8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, 
and VH-1.

Cocktail hour 5:30 pm

To purchase the tickets on Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony go to brooklyndaily.com/wodevent

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

SHOP 
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and 
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

718-236-5150
718-236-3507
HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

The city should use prop-
erty taxes from a controversial 
office complex planned for 
the Williamsburg waterfront 
to fund a long-promised park 
next door, says a local green-
space advocate group.

The activists have been 
pushing for the city to make 
good on its 10-year-old pledge 
to create a 28-acre park on 

The green stuff
Park activists, Beep: Use giant offi ce 
complex to fund Bushwick Inlet Park

the neighborhood’s water-
front, and are now endorsing 
a recent suggestion from Bor-
ough President Adams that it 
sell bonds based on the pro-
posed building’s projected 
tax windfall to finally make 
it happen.

“We support it,” said 
Greenpoint resident Steve 
Chesler, co-chair of Friends 
of Bushwick Inlet Park. “It’s 
a good, creative way to solve 
the larger problem.”

Local developer Toby 
Moskowitz is pitching  an 
eight-story office building 

at Kent Street and West Av-
enue with a small amount of 
manufacturing space inside , 
but needs the city’s okay to 
go ahead with it because it 
would be in a so-called “in-
dustrial business zone” — an 
area the city set aside for blue-
collar businesses. 

The Beep gave his bless-
ing on April 12, arguing the 
property will bring businesses 
and jobs back to the area — 
which is currently  more popu-
lar with lucrative but low-em-
ploying hotels and nightclubs  
— while loosening the oner-

ous building regulations that 
have kept new industrial busi-
nesses away.

But the development also 
happens to be adjacent to 
where the city promised to 
build Bushwick Inlet Park 
when rezoning much of the 
waterfront for huge luxury 
apartments in 2005, before 
claiming  it could no longer 
afford the to buy all the land 
it needed . So Adams gave his 
approval on the condition that 
the city consider using one 
project to finance the other, 

against an element of proposal 
that will automatically allow 
other developers to build sim-
ilar office-industrial com-
plexes within a 14-block ra-
dius of 25 Kent St., which they 
said was too much, too soon. 
 The local community board 
ultimately voted against that 
part of the pitch last month , 
even though members gen-
erally supported the build-
ing on its own.

Adams’s recommendation 
addressed some of the oppo-
nents’ gripes — he asked for 
more oversight and monitor-
ing on what kinds of busi-
nesses get to use the indus-
trial space and how they get 
to use it. He also asked for 
more bike-parking spaces, 
and a Citi Bike dock.

But the Beep’s and commu-
nity board’s votes and ideas 
really are just recommenda-
tions. The City Planning Com-
mission, which held a hearing 
on the plan last Wednesday, 
still needs to approve the 
plan, followed by the Coun-
cil, and there is no require-
ment that either panel include 
the Bushwick Inlet Park sug-
gestion when makings their 
decisions.

and Chesler says his group is 
on board if it means the park 
will finally get finished.

“This developer will basi-
cally be a revenue enhancer,” 
he said. 

Not everyone in the area is 
so enamoured with the pro-
posed property, though —  crit-
ics say  the 17 percent of the 
building that will go to indus-
trial space isn’t enough, and 
aren’t confident anyone will 
police whether it actually gets 
used for manufacturing.  

Residents have also railed 

Park activists want the city to use property taxes 
from this proposed office complex to fund the long-
promised Bushwick Inlet Park across the road.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a good day!
Rapper Ice Cube (pic-

tured)is among the perform-
ers headlining this year’s Af-
ropunk Festival, which will 
take over Commodore Barry 
Park in Fort Greene on Aug. 
27 and 28, organizers an-
nounced on Tuesday. 

The 12th incarnation of the 
fest, which celebrates black 
bands and artists, will also 
feature rapper Tyler the Cre-
ator, rock band TV on the Ra-
dio, soul outfit the Internet, 
rhythm and blues songstress 
Janelle Monae, funk legend 
George Clinton, soul singer 

CeeLo Green, hip-hop pro-
ducer Flying Lotus, and a 
“super jam” between mem-
bers of ’80s hard rockers Liv-
ing Colour, Bad Brains, and 
Fishbone.

The fest was free for many 
years, but added a price tag 
last year. Those who can’t pay 
are able to earn a free pass by 
doing volunteer work. 

Afropunk Festival at 
Commodore Barry Park 
(Flushing Avenue between 
Navy Street and N. Elliott 
Place in Fort Greene, www.
afropunkfest.com/brook-
lyn) Aug. 27 and 28 starting 
at 11 am. $45–$75.

Ice Cube, Janelle Monae, 
Tyler the Creator in lineup
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Afropunk’s stars
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P
ick up some food for 
thought! 

Savvy shoppers can 
acquire some locally sourced, 
artisanally produced philos-
ophy lessons along with or-
ganic vegetables and free-
range eggs at the Grand Army 
Plaza Greenmarket on April 
23. Local sages will set up an 
“Ask a Philosopher” booth at 
the outdoor market, and the 
group’s head thinker hopes it 
will get people interested in 
the deep questions surround-
ing their existence.

“The point is to get people 
thinking and if they take what-
ever interaction they have with 
the booth and export it to the 
rest of their lives that would 
be awesome,” said Ian Ola-
sov. The Ditmas Park resident 
is the founder of the Brook-
lyn Public Philosophers — a 
forum for Brooklyn philoso-
phers to share their work with 
an audience. 

Two of the group’s philos-
ophers will man the booth 
during the market, he said, 
giving succinct, easy-to-un-
derstand responses to some 
of the world’s most complex 
questions.

“It’s super important to not 
throw a bunch of jargon at peo-
ple and assume that they’ve 
read every philosophical book 
or journal article,” he said. 

“This is all about reaching 
more people and including 
more people in philosophi-
cal questions.”

And it will not cost a penny 
for their thoughts — all the an-
swers are on the house. 

Olasov is not sure what 
questions green-minded 
shoppers will ask, but said 
a lot of people are interested 
in learning the best way to 
live, and how to find happi-
ness. Brooklyn’s gentrifica-
tion process also raises many 
queries about what it means 
for a price to be fair, and what 
makes for a good city. 

And Olasov said he is well-
prepared to take on one of the 
most popular questions in the 
chin-scratching world: “What 
is the meaning of life?”

His answer was too long 
to be contained in a newspa-
per article.

If all goes well at the 
group’s first outing in Grand 
Army Plaza, the philosophers 
plan to take their booth to other 
markets throughout the bor-
ough. 

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Don’t miss a

Bar Scrawl 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Book-lyn tour
Brooklyn will be crawling with bookworms! 
A local literature enthusiast has organized a 

Brooklyn Bookstore Crawl that will set book lov-
ers traveling from shop to shop on Independent 

Bookstore Day, April 30. 
The founder of the event 
says that she wants to 
bring business and at-
tention to the borough’s 
indie bookslingers — 
and that her plan is al-
ready working.

“I’ve had a lot of peo-
ple look at the map and 
say, ‘I never knew about 

this store!’ ” said Ellen Wright, who lives in Crown 
Heights. “The goal is to support independent 
bookstores, both by bringing a bunch of people 
into the stores on that day and raising general 
awareness of the stores.”

The Bookstore Crawl includes 27 shops scat-
tered from Sheepshead Bay to Greenpoint. In-
stead of leading a crawl, Wright has set up the 
event as a self-directed scavenger hunt, asking 
book lovers to visit at least five of the shops and 
to complete a different, pre-determined social 
media task at each one. 

Those who a complete a five-store crawl will 
be entered in a raffle for books, gift certificates, 
and merchandise donated by publishers and book-
stores. “I’ve been overwhelmed by the generosity 
of some of the sponsors,” said Wright. ”

Local book store owners have been enthusias-
tic about the crawl, said Wright, and some have 
planned special events for the day. One store, the 
Desert Island comic book shop in Williamsburg, 
will give copies of its anthology to all visitors on 
that day. The store’s owner said he was thrilled 
to participate in the Bookstore Crawl.

“Anything that helps introduce readers to com-
ics and graphic novels is good in our book,” said 
Gabe Fowler.

Wright plans to post itineraries that will link 
stores by type, neighborhood, and subway line. 
She hopes the suggested routes will help people 
to meet fellow book-lovers.

Asked in people will be drinking during the 
crawl, she said: “I hope so! I probably will be!”

Brooklyn Bookstore Crawl on April 30, start-
ing at 10 am. Visit www.bkbookstorecrawl.org 
for map and details. Free. — Zach Jones

B O O KS

Curl up with a good drink, and then a few more! 
A tipsy historic tour will guide visitors to Brooklyn 
bars frequented by famous writers, while guides 
tell stories of the neighborhood in the words of 
those authors. The Brook-
lyn Literary Pub Crawl, 
which steps off each Sun-
day at the Henry Street Ale 
House, is a way to keep the 
names and tales of great 
authors from being swept 
away with time, says the 
group’s founder. 

“It’s not just retelling 
stories, it’s a passion to 
keep the scenes alive,” said Eric Chase. “These 
authors shape the world in ways we forget.”

At each of the tour’s three stops, tour mem-
bers can buy a drink while a guide reads aloud 
from the work of artists who sipped their liquid 
inspiration nearby. The experience creates a kind 
of kinship with the novelist, said Chase, regard-
less of how long ago the authors wrote.

A self-described literary fanatic, Chase has 
been running the Greenwich Village Literary 
Pub Crawl for the last 18 years, but he said that 
the Brooklyn tour has a different feel. 

“Everything changed in Manhattan so fast,” 
said Chase. “Here I can feel the history.” 

Writers on the tour include the borough’s be-
loved poet and newspaperman Walt Whitman; 
novelist Jonathan Lethem, the author of “Mother-
less Brooklyn,” and memoirist Frank McCourt, 
who lived above Montero’s bar in the 1980s. 

Those writers have not changed since the Brook-
lyn tours started in 2014. But the tour guides say 
that up-and-coming novelists can make a liter-
ary reputation — of a sort — by joining the tour 
and making a scene at a famous bar.

“Make a name for yourself!” laughs Chase. 
“We’ll talk about you in tours for decades to 
come.”

Brooklyn Literary Pub Crawl at Henry Street 
Ale House [62 Henry St. between Orange and 
Cranberry streets in Brooklyn Heights, (212) 
613–5796, www.literarypubcrawl.com]. Sundays 
at 1 pm. $20. — Maddie Anthony

Pub-lishing
T O U R

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are gonna party like 
it’s 1899! 

The sounds of the 19th 
century will sing out at the Old 
Stone House in Park Slope on 
April 24, with sea shanties, op-
era, and the tinny sound of an 
old wax cylinder. The music is 
part of the 19th Century Ex-
travaganza festival and picnic. 
And not all of the Victorian-era 

tunes are as refined as people 
think, says one performer. 

“We do a song called ‘New 
York Girls’ — a guy comes into 

port and goes to Bleecker Street 
and basically gets roofied by a 
bunch of prostitutes, and in his 
opinion the worst thing about it 
is he can’t remember if he had a 
good time or not,” said Kellfire 
Bray, of the sea shanty group 
the Picadilly Weepers. “Most 
people think ‘Oh the 19th cen-
tury, they’re all proper,’ but it 
wasn’t the clean-cut, stoic time 
the Victorians would like you 
to think it was.”

Bray says the time period is 

more relevant than many peo-
ple think.

“It’s incredibly necessary to 
understand that it’s part of this 
continuum of history. Most peo-
ple don’t give a s---, they’re too 
busy wrapped up in the pres-
ent to really care about where 
they come from,” Bray said. 
“Events like this try to give 
people a glimpse of it.”

The day’s festival is hosted 
by the New York 19th Century 
Society. Other music perform-
ers during the fest include opera 
singer Nicole Olivia, and Na-
talia “Saw Lady” Paruz, play-
ing the musical saw.

Visitors will also be able to 
hear the actual sounds of the 
1800s, as captured on a wax 
cylinder player invented by 
Thomas Edison — a precur-

Market of ideas
Homegrown philosophy booth at organic Greenmarket

Wax poetic: Museum of Interesting Things curator 
Denny Daniel will show off his Edison Wax Cylinder at 
the 19th Century Society’s Extravaganza at the Old 
Stone House in Park Slope on April 24.

“Ask a Philosopher” 
booth at Grand Army Pla-
za Greenmarket (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
in Park Slope, bkpp.tum-
blr.com) April 23, 8 am–4 
pm. Free.
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See SONG on page 10

The ear of an era!
Celebrating 19th-century music

Nineteenth Century Ex-
travaganza at the Old 
Stone House (336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.
nyncs.org/extravaganza). 
April 24, 11 am–4 pm. Free.
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Penny for your thoughts: Philosopher Ian Olasov will answer shoppers’ deepest questions at the 
Brooklyn Public Philosopher booth at the Grand Army Plaza Greemarket on April 23.
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 22

Shot stuff
The primaries are over 
in New York, so we 
can all chill out about 
politics until Novem-
ber. So why not relax 
with the nice, non-par-
tisan musical “Killing 
Republicans,”written 
by Dick Zigun? The 
rock opera, opening 
tonight, explores the 
history of assassina-
tions against leaders 
of the Grand Old 
Party (such as Abe Lin-
coln, pictured).

8 pm and 10 pm at Coney 
Island USA’s Shooting 
Gallery Arts Annex (1214 
Surf Ave. between 
Stillwell Avenue and W. 
12th Street in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com). $15 ($20 for two).

SATURDAY
April 23

Playing 
bridge
Enjoy the warmer 
weather by heading to 
a party in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. The day 
is aimed at kids, with 
bands like Moona 
Luna (pictured), but 
everyone can enjoy 
the “Dog Olympics,” 
or can pose with the 
20-foot-long wooden 
replica of the Brooklyn 
Bridge, woven with ivy 
and flowers that will 
be on display. Sounds 
like an Instagram 
opportunity!

11 am–2 pm in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (Plymouth 
Street between Main and 
Adams streets in Dumbo, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). 
Free.

SUNDAY
April 24

Bendy 
brunch
Late-night dance par-
ties? So 2014. Kids 
these days start the 
party as soon as they 
wake up, rolling out 
of bed in their paja-
mas, doing yoga at 
10 am, dancing at 11 
am, and slamming 
coffee and danishes 
to keep it going. If 
you want to be on 
trend, join the footie-
pajama-clad masses 
at Sundaybreaker.

10 am–2:30 pm at House 
of Yes [2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 838–4937, 
www.houseofyes.org] 
$22–$32.

TUESDAY
April 27

Tat’s all, 
folks
Anyone with a tattoo 
had a good reason to 
get it — or their bad 
reasoning will make 
for a great story. Hear 
some of those tales at 
the tattoo talk “Skin 
as a Canvas,” where 
storytellers share their 
motivations for per-
manently dying their 
skin, and also discuss 
the history and art of 
tattooing. We doubt 
anyone can top a full-
back image of the 
Brooklyn Bridge!

7 pm at Bric House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
April 28

Revving up
The Reverend Pey-
ton’s Big Damn Band 
is a bit of a contradic-
tion. With just three 
members, it is not 
big, and with an 
ordained reverend at 
the helm, it is proba-
bly not damned. But 
it definitely is catchy, 
with a boot-stomping 
blend of Delta blues, 
ragtime, folk, and 
country. 

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $15 ($12 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 22
ART, FENCES AND NEIGHBORS: A 

mixed media installation explor-
ing the U.S.-Mexico border crisis. 
Free. 1–6 pm. FiveMyles [558 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon and 
Franklin avenues in Crown Heights, 
7187834438], www.fi vemyles.org. 

ART, “SOLE EXCHANGE”: A participa-
tory art installation where visitors are 
invited to exchange their footwear. 
Free. 2–7pm. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

EARTH DAY ORGANIC FASHION 
EVENT: Earth Speaks, an eco-
friendly clothing line, launches its 
spring collection, with models, wine, 
and refreshments. Free. 7 pm. 139 
Art and Design Co-Op (139 Atlantic 
Ave. between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights), www.
earthspeaks.com. 

MUSIC, THE MACHINE IN CONCERT: 
The Pink Floyd cover band performs. 
$15. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “ROMEO AND JULIET”: 
A visually stunning production of 
Shakespeare’s tale of romance, 
murder, and tragedy. $20–$50. 7:30 
pm. GK Arts Center [29 Jay St. be-
tween John and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (914) 401–9494], aquilathe-
atre.com. 

DANCE, RECITAL AND PERFOR-
MANCE: Long Island University 
Brooklyn dance majors perform 
modern and contemporary dance, 
including work from faculty and stu-
dent choreographers. $15 ($10 stu-
dents and seniors). 7:30 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

MUSIC, QUAKER CITY NIGHT-
HAWKS: A science fi ction-inspired, 
ZZ Top-esque band. Free. 9 pm. Hill 
Country Barbecue [345 Adams St. at 
Willoughby Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

MUSIC, MOON BOOTS, CHRISTIAN 
VOLDSTAD: $30 ($20 in advance). 
10 pm. Output [74 Wythe Ave. at N. 
12th Street in Williamsburg, (917) 
333–1000], www.outputclub.com. 

SAT, APRIL 23
THEATER, “IN THE HEIGHTS”: The 

Gallery Players performs the vibrant 
musical about the changing cultural 
landscape of Washington Heights 
in Manhattan. $18 ($15 seniors and 
students). 2 pm and 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

THEATER, “ADVENTURES OF SHER-
LOCK HOLMES”: The legendary 
sleuth takes the stage in a witty, 
fast-paced production featuring a 
female Sherlock. $20-50. 2 pm and 
7:30 pm. GK Arts Center [29 Jay St. 
between John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (914) 401–9494], aqui-
latheatre.com. 

MUSIC, “GAME OF THRONES” 
NIGHT: A night devoted to the fan-
tasy series, with “Game of Thrones” 
trivia, screenings of the previous 
season, “Seven Kingdoms” beer 
from Ommegang Brewery, and 
nerdy bands that play punk covers 
of “The Rains of Castamere.” Cos-
tumes encouraged! Free. 6:30 pm. 
The Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.waystationbk.
com. 

BUG ZAPPER COMICS LAUNCH 
PARTY: Tom Eaton releases his new 
superhero comic book for kids, “The 
Bug Zapper!” Featuring a book sign-
ing, animation, stickers, and more. 
Free. Noon. Mama Says Comics 
Rock [306 Court St. between De-
graw and Sackett streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 797–3464], www.ma-
masayscomics.com/events.html. 

ART, MADARTS SPRING OPEN 
STUDIO: Explore the studios of 26 
local artists, on two fl oors of a giant 
warehouse. Free. 1–6 pm. MadArts 
[255 18th St. between Fifth and Sixth 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, APR 23
MUSIC, BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

AND THE E STREET BAND: 
$75–$155. 7:30 pm.

SUN, APR 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS FLORIDA PANTHERS: 
$45–$1,099. 7:30 pm.

MON, APR 25
MUSIC, BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

AND THE E STREET BAND: 
$75–$155. 7:30 pm.

WED, MAY 4
MUSIC, JUSTIN BIEBER: $50–$126. 

7:30 pm.

THU, MAY 5
MUSIC, JUSTIN BIEBER: $50–$126. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 7
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Keyshia 
Cole, Ginuwine, Monica, and 
Tank. $65–$135. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 14
COMEDY, MARTIN LAWRENCE: 

$40–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, MAY 17
MUSIC, THE 1975: With Wolf Alice. 

$40–$50. 8 pm.

FRI, MAY 20
MUSIC, BADY BOY FAMILY RE-

UNION: Puff Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French Montana, 
and more. With special guests 
Jay Z and Mary J. Blige. $50–
$300. 8 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4:30 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

Supported by:

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

STRAIGHTEN UP & 
FLY RIGHT: THE
NAT KING COLE

TRIBUTE
Sun, May 1 at 3pm

Featuring 
RAMSEY LEWIS and
JOHN PIZZARELLI 

True Beliebers: Justin Bie-
ber’s tweenage fans blocked 
the streets after his last con-
cert at Barclays Center, so 
you might want to avoid driv-
ing nearby after his shows on 
May 4 and 5.
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By Anna Ruth Ramos
for Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a play on words!

A Crown Heights art gallery will 
present a short performance about Ger-

trude Stein’s one-sentence plays — but 
this show has no actors. The installation 
“Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” uses au-
tomated characters made of cloth, with 
robot arms that pull them around the 
stage. The creator of the “experimental, 
self-performing theater” says it is the 
result of a long-time ambition. 

“For a long, long time, for 30 years, 
I’ve been wanting to make a self-per-
forming theater that nobody has to re-
ally do,” said artist Hanne Tierney, who 
is also the founder of the FiveMyles gal-
lery, where the show will appear.

The show uses draped pieces of fabric 
to represent avant-garde writer Gertrude 

Stein and her lover, Alice B. Toklas, who 
asks “Baby, why do you write plays like 
the way you do?” Stein tries to explain 
the merits of her plays as more than mere 
words and sentences, and their discus-
sion, presented with a recorded audio 
track, is soon joined by cloth charac-
ters from Stein’s work, including col-
orful fabrics dancing in circles and sev-
eral hula hoops that illustrate Stein’s “A 
Circular Play.” All of the words in the 
piece are inspired by Stein’s writing, 

said Tierney.  
“Everything that comes up is substan-

tiated with a text of Gertrude Stein’s,” 
she said.

The show is controlled by a visible 
robot brain, which is connected to 12 
motors that pull on almost 100 strings 
to drag the fabrics back and forth and 
sway them around, like a big puppet 
show. The system was engineered by 
Oskar Strautmanis, and coordinated by 
Tierney, who also made all of the props 
and knit all of the cloth in the show. The 
show also incorporates music from Eric 
Satie, which captures the vibe of the 
turn of the 20th century.

The 15-minute performance will 
happen whenever the audience wants, 
said Tierney.

“You come in, you press the start 
button, and you sit down, listen and 
watch,” she said. 

Playing on a loop: Artist Hanne Tierney attached hula hoops and stretches of fabric to a group of robotic 
limbs to create a piece of “self-performing theater.”
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“Baby, said Alice B. Toklas…” at 
FiveMyles [558 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 783–4438, 
www.fi vemyles.org]. Opening recep-
tion April 23, 5–8 pm. On display 
through May 15. Free.

T H E AT E R

Android B. Toklas!
Automated play stars Gertrude Stein

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a day of double trouble! 
Fans of horror film can wel-
come summer with a dou-

ble dose of “The Wicker Man” 
this May Day. A Williamsburg 
event space will offer simulta-
neous screenings of the orig-
inal 1973 British cult classic 
and its campy 2006 remake on 
May 1. The event, presented by 
Nitehawk Cinema at Villain, 
will immerse viewers in the 
world of the film with special 
drinks, music, and costumes, 
said its organizer.

“We wanted to present the 
film in a different way than just 
in our theater, pushing the en-
velope of cinema experience,” 
said Florencia Varela.

The film follows a detec-
tive searching for a missing 
girl in a remote pagan com-
munity. The original has been 
called the “Citizen Kane of 
horror movies,” while the re-
make, starring Nicholas Cage 
and a bunch of bees, has a cult 
following as an unintentional 
comedy. The two films will 
be shown in different rooms 
so viewers can compare and 
contrast by walking from one 
to the other.

In addition to popcorn, 
viewers can enjoy beers from 

Bushwick’s Braven Brewing 
Company, as well as a special 
cocktail made with honey and 
gin. There will also be pagan 
chiller-inspired music played 
by DJ Devon E. Levins, of the 
film-score playing band Mor-
ricone Youth. 

The first few lucky guests 
will get a handmade mask 
like the ones worn by cultists 
in the “The Wicker Man” —  

though they will not do jus-
tice to the beauty of the ones 
in the film, Varela said. 

“They’re inspired by them 
— the ones in the film are ab-
solutely gorgeous,” she said. 

Varela is a big fan of both 
the films, but appreciates the 
original for its peculiarity, 
she said. 

“I personally love the 1973 
version just because of the 
strange, surreal world it cre-
ates,” Varela said. “It’s just 
the pinnacle of surrealism and 
very interesting horror.”

But the immersive show 
will not feature any fires, 
said Varela.

“I’m pretty sure that’s 
a fire code violation,” she 
laughed.

Not the bees!
‘Wicker Man’ double feature

“Hawks’ Nite Out: 
Wicker Men” at Villain 
[50 N. Third St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–2222, www.villain-llc.
com]. May 1 at 5 pm. $20.

C I N E M A

sor to the high-tech phonograph play-
ers of today. Those cylinders — and 
a host of other Victorian artifacts, in-
cluding a bustle dress, model steam 

engines, and wind-up toys from the 
era — come from a Museum of In-
teresting Things exhibit that will 
set up inside the Stone House. The 
show’s curator said that one need 
not be a Victoria-phile to have a 
good time at the festival.

“We don’t make it so exclusive that 
only someone who likes the 19th cen-

tury can come, you don’t need a cos-
tume or anything,” said Denny Dan-
iel, who is also a member of the 19th 
Century Society’s board of directors. 
“It doesn’t have to be people who are 
just into antiques, or the Victorian era, 
or history buffs — it’s a fun festival 
and a cultural event.”

The day will also feature a Vic-

torian fashion show with the latest 
trends of the 1860s, an introductory 
open air drawing class, which was all 
the rage with the mid-century young 
and hip, and a demonstration of the 
self-defense fighting style Bartitsu, 
which uses canes, cloaks, and top hats 
— everyday garb for the well-bred 
Englishman of the period. 

SONG...
Continued from page 7

avenues in Park Slope, (646) 
276–3291]. 

ART, “WITHOUT RULES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of sculptures, 
paintings, and collages from 
four anarchic, counter-
cultural artists: Fernando 
Carpaneda, Jesse Mosher, 
Frank Russo, and Miestorm 
Serpent. A punk band will 
play the opening. 7–10 
pm. MF Gallery (213 Bond 
Street, between Baltic and 
Butler streets in Gowanus), 
www.mfgallery.net.  

FUND RAISER, NIGHT AT 
THE RACES: Place bets on 
wooden horses, while en-
joying hot dogs and drinks. 
Funds benefi t the Knights of 
Columbus scholarship fund. 
Free. 7 pm. Sacred Hearts 
St. Stephen Church (125 
Summit St. at Hicks Street in 
Carroll Gardens). 

SUN, APRIL 24
MUSIC, ORGANIST GAIL AR-

CHER: Free. 5 pm. Grace 
Episcopal Church [254 
Hicks St. at Grace Court 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–1850], www.grace-
brooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, GELSEY BELL’S COL-
LABORATIVE DUETS: The 
singer-songwriter collabo-
rates with her sister, chore-
ographer and dancer Biba 
Bell, and with musician John 
King. $25 ($20 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

READING, “THE BEST DAYS 
ARE THE DOG DAYS”: Au-
thor Aaron Meshon shares 
the joys of nap time and of 
puppies. Free. 11:30 am. 
powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MON, APRIL 25
READING, “EAT, DRINK & 

BE LITERARY”: Norwegian 
writer Karl Ove Knausgaard,  
sits down to dinner and dis-
cussion with Deborah Treis-
man. $60. 6:30 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

FILM, “RACE — THE POWER 
OF AN ILLUSION” EPI-
SODE 3: Post-screening 
discussion led by author and 
CUNY sociology professor 
Erica Chito-Childs. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “A LIFE BEHIND 
BARS”: Bartender and actor 
Dan Ruth tells stories from 
his 20 years behind the 
stick, covering the changing 
face of Williamsburg and 
his own struggles with the 
bottle. $25 ($20 in advance). 
7 pm. The Gutter [200 N. 
14th St. between between 
Wythe and Nassau avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, E.N YOUNG OF 
TRIBAL SEEDS: $15 ($10 
in advance). 8 pm. Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. 

TUES, APRIL 26
FIRST DISCOVERIES: Explor-

ers from 2 to 4 years old can 
plant a seed, touch a wrig-
gly worm and hear a story 
by the meadow nook. Free 
with Garden admission. 9:30 
am. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

READING, MANHATTAN-
VILLE READING SERIES: 
The reading series for 
emerging writers features 
Lincoln Michel, Kyle Lucia 
Wu, Annabel Graham, and 
Julia Phillips. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Manhattanville Coffee [167 
Rogers Ave. at St. Johns 
Place in Crown Heights, 
(646) 781–9900], www.man-
hattanvillecoffee.com. 

WED, APRIL 27
TALK, THE PSYCHOLOGY 

AND PHILOSOPHY OF 
IMPLICIT BIAS: Michael 
Brownstein joins the Brook-
lyn Public Philosophers 

to introduce you to (and 
maybe help exorcise) your 
inner bigot. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEART IS 
NOT MADE OF STONE”: A 
multi-media production that 
examines the relationship 
between artistic creation 
and totalitarianism, through 
the perspective of the Rus-
sian poet Anna Akhmatova 
(1889-1966). $75. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope).  

THURS, APRIL 28
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6–10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, FLOWER ARRANG-
ING WORKSHOP: Learn 
to create your own fl ower 

arrangement in a mason jar, 
how to prep your fl owers, 
and caring for your creation. 
Ticket includes all materi-
als and two drinks. $81.66. 
7 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “IN THE 
HEIGHTS”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, April 23. 

THEATER, “BABY IAN FALLS 
DOWN A WELL”: In this 
experimental comedy, as-
piring child star Baby Ian 
is trapped in a well, where 
he discovers an adult Baby 
Jessica, fl eeing her fame 
from falling down a well in 
1987. $10. 9 pm. Annoyance 
Theatre [367 Bedford Ave. 
at S. Fifth St. in Williams-
burg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

COMEDY, KEVIN GEEKS 
OUT ABOUT THE DEVIL: 
Comedian Kevin Maher and 
special guests explore some 
of the strangest depictions 
of pop culture’s greatest 
villain — the Devil himself. 
$15. 9:30 pm. Nitehawk Cin-
ema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

FRI, APRIL 29
TALK, DISCOVERING LES-

BIAN PHYSICIANS OF THE 
19TH CENTURY: Dr. Jane 
Petro presents a slide show 

about the many lesbian 
physicians who practiced 
between 1850 and 1900. 
Free. 7 pm. Lesbian Her-
story Archives [484 14th St. 
between Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3953], 
www.lesbianherstor-
yarchives.ort. 

THEATER, “THE HEART IS 
NOT MADE OF STONE”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 27. 

SAT, APRIL 30
MUSIC, CONSIDER THE 

SOURCE: The “Sci-Fi Mid-
dle Eastern Fusion” band 
plays. $15–$30. 6 pm. The 
Hall at MP [470 Driggs Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4001], thehall-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “LET’S DANCE” THE 
TOUR 2016: Featuring Si-
lento, We Are Toonz and 99 
Percent. $42. 7:30 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

TALK, GREENPOINT COM-
MUNITY ENVIRONMEN-
TAL FUND OPEN HOUSE: 
Learn more about the 
group’s environmental proj-
ects and how you can join 
them in greening Green-
point. Free. 10 am. Polish 
National Home [261 Driggs 
Ave. at Eckford Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–9044 
x15], www.gcefund.org. 

SAKURA MATSURI: The 35th 
annual Cherry Blossom fes-
tival, features traditional and 
contemporary Japanese 
dances, performances and 
customs. $20 - $25 (Free for 
children 12 and younger). 10 
am. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

PARK SLOPE FAMILY FESTI-
VAL: Puppetry Arts pres-
ents a day of Star Wars’ 
characters, puppet-making 
classes, games, and prizes. 
Free ($2–$4 activities fee; $5 
tote decorating, $4 bounce 
house). 11 am–3 pm. By JJ 
Byrne Park (Fourth St. and 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope). 

ART, DIVIDING GRAVITY 
OPENING RECEPTION: An 
exhibition of new works by 
metalworker Alissa Lamarre. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Metal 
Works (640 Dean St. be-
tween Carlton and Vander-
bilt avenues; Second Floor 
in Prospect Heights), www.
bkmetalworks.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Mo’ hawk, mo’ problems: Punk meets paint in the 
“Without Rules” exhibit opening at the Martina Frank 
gallery on April 23, featuring this image by Fernando 
Carpaneda, work from three other anarchic artists, 
and a punk band a teh the opening.
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Animal farm: The first few visitors to the “Wicker 
Man” screening on May 1 will receive a mask in-
spired by the ones worn by cultists in the film.
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It’s wicker cool: The 1973 horror film “The Wicker Man” (pictured) and its 
2006 remake will both burn up the screen at Villain on May 1.

UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES
Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo, Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs, Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, 

Fried Zucchini, Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, Fried Calamari, Baked Clams, Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit, Pastries, Coffee, Espresso & Much More

718.331.2900
Chicken Fingers And French Fries Available For Kids Parties Of 6 Or More .... 18% Gratuity Will Be Added To The Check

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:30 PM

$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price
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NEIGHBORHOOD CARE

Bringing Care Closer to Home
Now in Crown Heights!

What is EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care?  
A New Neighborhood Resource.

The health care system can be hard to navigate.  

That’s why we created a place where you can find  

simple solutions to stay healthy, get well and live  

better. Our experts can help you:

• Get one-on-one attention, right in your neighborhood

• Look for ways to lower out-of-pocket costs

• Find a doctor who meets your needs

• Join health and wellness programs

• Connect to community resources

We look forward to seeing you!

Visit us in Crown Heights 
546 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11225 
1-855-283-2156   
ehnc.com
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 4, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

9-Month CD

1.11%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN

GUARANTEED!
Change Your Life!

40 DAYS

developments — from clo-
sure, and the city responded 
by concocting an alternative 
proposal to use eminent do-
main to buy private land on 
Nevins and Butler streets and 
put the tanks there.

City officials claim the pool 
would only be out of com-
mission for four years that 
way, as opposed to  the nine 
it says it would take install-
ing the tanks  — though fed-
eral environmental officials 
are dubious it will take any-
where near that long.  

The owner of the property 
— which does not want to sell 
—  has warned the process  
could cost taxpayers $100 
million dollars and drag on 
for years. 

It  proposed a third option , 
in which it would voluntarily 
surrender half its land for the 
tanks’ mechanical equipment 
for free, but the city rejected 
that deal.

The federal agency is giv-
ing the city four years to ac-
quire the land, at which point 
it will just put the tanks un-
der the pool. But in the mean-
time, it is plowing ahead with 
the cleanup process, regard-
less.

“There is known tar con-
tamination beneath the pool 
that needs to be removed,” 
said agency spokesman Elias 
Rodriguez, though he was un-
able to say how long it will 
take to dig up and rebuild 
the pool, or when it might 
happen.

Continued from page 1
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Kitty-corner them!
Brooklyn Heights residents 

are worried that several big 
construction projects in the 
nabe will attract an influx 
of rats, but one local citizen 
says he has the solution — 
an army of feral cats to pa-
trol the streets, devouring the 
beady-eyed rodents.

“It’s a no-brainer,” said Ro-
berto Gautier, who lives on 
Cadman Plaza West. “It’s a 
tradition to always see cats 
around restaurants, kitchens, 
and grocery stores to get rid 
of the rats.” 

The Heights resident 
says upcoming work on the 
 Brooklyn Heights Library  and 
 Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way  will have rats crawling by 
the thousands to hide amongst 
the construction detritus — 
which,  as neighbors of Atlan-
tic Yards will tell you , they 
are wont to do — and offi-
cials need to start exploring 
out-of-the-box solutions to 
the problem. 

Gautier, who is on the com-
munity advisory committee 
for the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway maintenance, is pro-
posing the city copy  a program 
from Chicago  —  the “ratti-
est” city in the country, ac-
cording to pest control com-
pany Orkin  — in which people 
pay $500 dollars to command 
their own killer pussy platoon 
— which come with all their 
shots, spayed and neutered, 
and an outdoor shelter to live 
in — in patrolling a territory 
for the disease-ridden pests. 
The developers could even 
foot the bill, he suggested.

And one Windy City 
woman says the idea isn’t as 
hair-brained as it sounds — 
she adopted a trio of feral fe-
lines to police her area as part 
of the aforementioned Cats at 
Work program, and her once-
skeptical neighbors are now 
thrilled with their vermin-
free block. 

“It’s very effective,” said 
Anne Beall, who wrote a book 
about the program’s success. 
“At first people were laugh-
ing at us, saying that it was 
kind of silly, and then people 

Have rats? Need cats!
Heights man has solution for nabe’s rodent problem

started thanking us.”
But not everyone is crazy 

about the wild scheme — 
Chicago avian aficionados 
say the untamed kitties are 
more interested in catching 
birds than difficult-to-devour 
giant rats, and have labeled 
the cats an invasive species, 
 according to a Chicago Tri-
bune report . 

And at least one local 
pest-control expert is skep-
tical the program will work 
here, claiming the rat popula-
tion is too large for the pred-
atory pussies to make a dent 
— and the big ones are just 
outright difficult to kill — and 
suggested those living near 
construction sites would have 
more success just wrapping 
up their garbage and making 
sure the lids on their trash 
bins are shut tight.

“New York City is always 
going to have a rodent prob-
lem and rather than resi-
dents depending on feral 
cats to take care of the prob-
lem they should take steps to 
eliminate the rodents,” said 
James Molluso, who owns 
Marine Park extermination 
company Northeastern Ex-
terminating.

But Gautier remains stead-
fast in his dream, and plans 

to petition elected officials 
with his plan at an upcom-
ing Brooklyn Heights town 
hall meeting starring Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), Assemblywoman 
Jo Ann Simon (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), and state Sen. 
Velmanette Montgomery (D–

Boerum Hill).
Levin —  who garnered ac-

colades from the People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals last year when he rescued 
a feisty pregnant cat off the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way  — declined to offer his 
thoughts on the idea. 

Brooklyn Heights resident Roberto Gautier (pictured here with domesticated 
and stuffed cats) says the city should bring in feral cats to control rodents.
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O
n Saturday night at Cin-
ema Village on E. 12st 
Street I met Marine Sgt. 

Aaron Rasheed. He was up 
from Virginia with his wife 
and three young children, in-
cluding baby Elijah, who cried 
part-way through the new doc-
umentary we were there to 
watch: “The Syndrome.”

I can’t blame him. 
The movie is about Shaken 

Baby Syndrome — a heinous 
crime we’ve all heard of. Back 
in the fall, when Elijah was 3 
weeks old, he suffered a sei-
zure. Sgt. Rasheed and his 
wife rushed him to the hospi-
tal. The baby had two hema-
tomas — blood on the brain 
(or at least it looked like that 
at the time). How had he got-
ten them? The desperate par-
ents had no idea. 

Tsk tsk. They must be hid-
ing something. Child Protec-
tive Services swooped in and 
accused Rasheed of shak-
ing the baby. Rasheed was 

floored. He loved his son! 
He’d never do that! 

“But I think because I 
had served in Afghanistan,” 
Rasheed said, the authorities 
assumed he must be suffering 
from Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, and further assumed 
he must be taking it out on 
his baby. All three children 
were placed in a relative’s cus-
tody and Rasheed faced trial. 
Frantic, he went online and 
tried to find any information 
he could about Shaken Baby 
Syndrome.

That’s where he found Su-
san Goldsmith, the researcher 
behind “The Syndrome.” 

A journalist for more than 
20 years specializing in child 
abuse, her investigative report-
ing resulted in two new laws 
protecting children in foster 
care. She was especially re-
volted by the idea of anyone 
who’d shake a baby. I guess we 
all are. But the more she looked 
into this crime, the more sur-

prised she became.
It turns out that the constel-

lation of three symptoms that 
“prove” a baby was shaken (a 
type of brain swelling, brain 
bleeding, and bleeding in back 
of the eyes) can actually be 
caused by all sorts of other 
problems, including genetic 
issues, birth trauma — even 
a fall off a couch. 

And yet, over and over, dis-
traught parents and caregivers 
with no history of anything 
other than loving their babies 
have been accused of shak-
ing their kids to death, sim-
ply because their children pre-

sented these symptoms — or 
other unexplained symptoms. 
To this day, about 250 parents 
and caregivers are prosecuted 
for this crime every year.

“The Syndrome” tells the 
tale of how this new category 
of crime appeared seemingly 
out of nowhere in the mid-
1990s. Goldsmith found that 
some of the same doctors who 
had actively promoted the Sa-
tanic Panic of the early ’90s, 
accusing daycare workers of 
things like sacrificing animals 
in the classroom and raping 
the tots in Satanic rites, aban-
doned that narrative when 
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day reporter told them first 
— but it didn’t really clear 
anything up. 

“They sent us a letter in 
legal-ese,” said Jarad Need-
ham, who manages Harvest 
Cyclery on Myrtle Avenue, “I 
don’t know what’s going on, 
but what can I do?”

A spokesman said the 
agency will provide real-es-
tate professionals and “relo-
cation specialists” for those 
affected to ensure “minimal 
distress” for everyone involved, 
but Needham doubts the bike 
business will bother accepting 

a short-term relocation. 
He doesn’t think it will be 

adequately compensated for 
the money and effort it will 
have to put into re-building 
its brand and clientele in an 
entirely new spot for a short 
period of time, and — like any 
seasoned straphanger — he 
doesn’t trust the authority to 
stick to its timetable.

“They say six months, but 
it could be a year and a half,” 
he said.

The transportation author-
ity will also close the Knick-
erbocker and Central stops for 
around 10 months during the 

third is to shut it only on nights 
and weekends, but that could 
take up to seven years.

It will not, however,  en-
tertain the idea of digging an 
entirely new tunnel , which it 
claims would cost too much 
and take too long, a rep for 
Congresswoman Carolyn 

Maloney (D–New York) told 
residents in February. 

Many local commuters and 
businesses are already freak-
ing out at the prospect of a 
full-time lockdown. Real-
state brokers claim that ten-
ants and landlords are reluc-
tant to sign leases,  restaurant 
and bar owners say  it will crip-

ple the tourist economy — 
and at least one luxury de-
veloper  is already pledging to 
provide shuttle buses for its 
residents  to alternative sub-
way stops. 

The transit body will also 
host a meeting in Manhattan 
later in the month for the out-
erborough residents. 

Those poor souls aren’t 
just facing the dark future 
of years without the con-

nection to the Borough of 
Kings — the line may shut 
completely on that side of 
the river for the duration of 
the tunnel repairs, accord-
ing to  a recent Wall Street 
Journal report . 

L train meeting at the 
Marcy Avenue Armory (355 
Marcy Ave. between Hey-
ward and Lynch streets in 
Williamsburg), May 5 at 6 
pm. Free. 

Continued from page 1

L TRAIN...

repairs, as well as Myrtle Av-
enue for around two. During 
that time, it will re-route the 

M train along the J and Z line, 
and provide buses between 
the shuttered stops.

Continued from page 1
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The buildings getting the boot are marked in red.

I
t’s hard to know what to say 
— and what not to say. 

There are minefields 
in every relationship — sub-
jects and topics that you try to 
avoid because they’ll take you 
down a certain road you’ve 
been down before to no good 
end. After a time, there is a 
warren of little roads you try 
to avoid going down, and it 
becomes hard to find a road 
that is free and clear and nav-
igable. 

I often don’t know what 
to say to my kids. I know 
what comes into my mind, 
things like, “Did you fin-
ish your homework?” and, 
from there, “If you didn’t fin-
ish your homework, maybe 
you’re one of those kids who 
isn’t going to do his home-
work, and then you’re going 
to fail out of school, and then 
… oh no, what are we going 
to do?” 

And that’s not at all help-
ful. And they can feel those 
words even if I don’t say 
them sometimes. Kids are 
little sponges. 

The same goes for ques-
tions about their social life. 
My panicked eyes are a dead 
giveaway that I am nervous, 
that I am trying super hard 

not to say anything about their 
choices, about how often they 
reach out to people or don’t, 
how comfortable they feel 
making themselves vulnera-
ble in new situations with new 
people. I prepare their break-
fast or snacks after school, 
I try to make dinner often, 
in the hopes that my actions 
will show I care and am there 
for them, even when I don’t 
have the right words to help 
them navigate the world. Of-
ten lately, it seems, I have zero 
words except a consistent re-
frain of, “I love you.”

I hate to be so silenced. I 
try to sort through subjects in 
my mind that might be inter-
esting for my family instead 
of always letting the worrying 
prognosticating thoughts be 
the ones that leave my lips. 
I wish I liked “The Walk-
ing Dead,” or that I thought 
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” was 

as funny as they found it. I 
wish I hadn’t built up such 
a bad reputation for falling 
asleep during movies so that 
they barely want to watch with 
me. We need those outside 
forces to help us find lighter 
terrain on which to walk to-
gether. This I know. 

My husband and I were on 
the phone recently, and I was 
actually silent for a moment, 
which anyone who knows me 
knows is almost unheard of. 
The silence obviously alarmed 
him and prompted him to ask 
the insightful question, “Is 
there something you don’t 
want to say?”  

I picked my head up then 
and piped right up. “Oh,” I 
said, “There’re tons of things 
I don’t want to say!” 

We laughed, and the silence 
was broken, but it gave me 
food for thought about why 
it is that my children walk 

around with headphones on, 
why they bury their faces in 
shows, why we need to get 
back on track sitting down to 
dinner with no devices, why I 
am excited we are headed out 
West to do some hiking.

Is there something you 
don’t want to say? 

The words ring in my 
ears. 

I have always, since my 
earliest memories, wished 
for some sort of device to 
reach into other people’s 
minds to find out what’s go-
ing on in there. There are 
some rare people who really 
will attempt to tell you, but 
even then, my psychiatrist 
friends know well, they’re 
really just guessing.  Bridg-
ing that gap and making con-
nections may not always be 
through words. 

Sometimes while hiking 
through the woods, one of 
my sons and I will brush up 
next to each other. Maybe 
he’ll grab me for support as 
we cross over the rocks of a 
little river.

More likely these days, I’ll 
grab on to one of them. 

And maybe that will be 
enough. 

To clear the air, we head West
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

people started doubting its 
plausibility. 

In its wake, those doctors 
found a new horror to focus 
on: Shaken Baby. As Gold-
smith puts it, “They medical-
ized Satan.” Attention, dona-
tions, and research money 
flooded in. 

But after Goldsmith’s film 
interviews parent after par-
ent who brought their ailing 
babies to the hospital only to 
find themselves accused of the 
sickest, saddest crime possi-
ble, it turns to the heroes: doc-
tors who gradually started to 
question the syndrome. 

Consider the case of 
Natasha Richardson, says 
one of them, neurosurgeon 
Ronald Uscinski: She hit her 
head in a skiing accident and 
even joked about it afterward. 
No big deal! Two days later 
she was dead.

This happens to children, 
too, he says. Toddlers toddle. 
Sometimes they fall. Usually 
it’s fine, but sometimes it’s 
tragic. It may be diagnosed 
as the fallout from a shaking, 
but here’s the sticking point: 
If someone shook a baby so 
hard that its head went flop-
ping back and forth, the neck 
would show signs of whip-
lash, right? And yet, the film 

notes: none of the hundreds 
of “shaken” baby cases Gold-
smith reviewed showed seri-
ous neck damage. Not one.

Deborah Tuerkheimer, a 
law professor interviewed in 
the film, estimates there are 
1,000 people in prison today 
for a shaken baby crime they 
did not commit. Rasheed was 
almost one of them, but he was 
found not guilty.

The idea that the shaken 
baby diagnosis may be as un-
founded as the Satanic Panic 
does not sit well with the med-
ical establishment. The Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics 
issued a 14-page document 
criticizing “The Syndrome.” 
Three different film festivals 
were threatened with lawsuits 
simply for screening it. 

But the show goes on. “The 
Syndrome” is available on-
line, and Rasheed is host-
ing a screening back home 
in Virginia. He knows first-
hand how easy it is to end up 
in the medical establishment 
or child protective services 
prosecutor’s crosshairs.

It’s enough to leave any-
one shaken.

Lenore Skenazy is author 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

Shaken Baby Syndrome, or a witch hunt?

By Lenore Skenazy

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

The original was a flop, but 
they’re hoping the sequel will 
be a box-office smash!

A controversial Council 
bill that forces filmmakers 
to inform Brooklynites of the 
shoots that regularly close their 
streets — which has been lan-
guishing for years due to indus-
try opposition — is getting re-
boot, and audiences are already 
giving it rave reviews.

“There are so many mov-
ies being filmed, we should 
get a report at the very least,” 
said Williamsburg resident 
and longtime activist Jan 
Peterson.

Councilman Steve Levin’s 
(D–Greenpoint) original bill, 
 first pitched in 2013 , forces the 
city to provide communities 
with monthly online reports 
detailing all filming in their 
neighborhood — and who is 
behind it — as well as an an-
nual analysis on the public 
costs and benefits of the pro-
ductions. 

Currently, residents rely 
on a trickle-down system 
to find out about filming in 
their neighborhoods — the 
city alerts Council mem-
bers, who clue in community 
boards, who relay the informa-
tion via e-mail to anyone who 
has asked for updates. 

Most people aren’t signed 
up for the messages, though, 
and find out about filming only 
when a “no parking” notice ap-
pears outside their door.

Living on a film set is a 
hassle, residents say — deal-
ing with extra trash, noise, and 
idling trucks — and they think 
they deserve a heads-up.

“The problem really lies in 
the day to day,” said Green-
pointer and self-proclaimed 
anti-film industry activist 
Rolfe Carle. “I just want to 
be able to know when filming 
is going on, and where.”

But Hollywood and the 
Mayor’s Office of Film and 
Television — which claims to 

Plan to gather info on fi lm shoots revived

reap $9 billion a year from the 
industry — threw rotten toma-
toes at Levin’s original plan, 
claiming the studies would be 
a huge hassle that would send 
the industry packing for more 
film-friendly towns, and that 
publicizing the whereabouts 
of big stars would put them 
at risk, and the legislation 
bombed harder than “Cow-
boys and Aliens.”

Now the councilman is re-
writing the script to scrap the 
annual report, instead just ask-
ing the city to notify locals 
about what will be filming in 
their streets each month.

“The focus is going to be 
more on the reporting, and less 
on the economic impact,” said 
the councilman’s spokesman 
Edward Paulino. “That’s re-
ally what we’ve been hearing 
from residents — frustration 
when streets are closed up and 
parking spots are not there any-
more.”

Quiet on the set

Will Smith filming “Collateral Beauty,” in Brooklyn 
Heights last month.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Dumbo is the new Trump 
Village!

Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner will be the new 
owner of the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses’ iconic Watchtower 
building in Dumbo and a 
massive chunk of vacant land 
ready to be filled with luxury 
high-rises, according to  a re-
cent New York Post report . 

Kushner — who is mar-
ried to Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka,  is reportedly one of 
The Donald’s closest advi-
sors , and whose newspaper 
the New York Observer  re-
cently published a glowing 
endorsement of his father-
in-law for president  — has a 
hand-shake agreement, along 
with developers Aby Rosen 
and Livwrk, to buy up both the 
parking lot at the corner of Jay 
at Front streets and the Wit-
ness’s old Columbia Heights 
headquarters for $700 million, 
the paper reported.

Both are hot properties that 
real-estate moguls have been 
salivating over for years. The 
vacant lot at 85 Jay St. is one 
of the few spare tracts of land 

in the pricey ’hood zoned for 
residential use — and Kushner 
and co. would be able to build 
several towers containing a 
thousand units there — while 
 the gargantuan Watchtower 
office building  spans two city 
blocks and sports stunning 
views over the East River.

The Christmas-shunning 
church is selling off its Dumbo 
properties before  relocating 
upstate next year .

The purchase would not 
be the first time the trio has 
broken bread with the reli-
gious sect — it  bought five 
of the other Witness build-
ings in 2013 for $373 million , 
and has since started turning 
the skyway-connected com-
plex into an office, restaurant, 
and retail mega-hub dubbed 
Dumbo Heights, and also re-
portedly plans on turning a 
sixth  into a swank hotel .

Dumbo business boosters 
say they’re happy with what 
the controversial Republican 
frontrunner’s kin has done 
in the neighborhood so far, 
and they’re looking forward 
to him building more walls 
in the future. 

“If this happens, we’d be 
delighted,” said Alexandria 

Trump card! 
Report: Donald’s son-in-law 
to buy Watchtower sites

Sica of the Dumbo Improve-
ment District. “This team 
is doing great things with 
Dumbo Heights and we 
are excited to see what 
they’ll have in store on Jay 
Street.”

Donald Trump’s fa-
ther, Fred, was responsi-
ble for several buildings in 

Brooklyn, including the vast 
Trump Village complex in 
Brighton Beach, where the 
tycoon  cut his teeth collect-
ing rents as a youngster .

Kushner Properties de-
clined to comment, and the 
other developers did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment by press time.

The old Watchtower headquarters (top) and a va-
cant Dumbo lot (above) primed to become luxury 
housing could soon be owned by Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law, according to a report.
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By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

This isn’t a taxi stand — 
it is a taxi standstill! 

The city must find some-
where to house the out-of-use 
taxis that have been sitting 
idle on a Greenpoint street for 
at least a year as riders flock 
to Uber, say local business 
owners who claim the “taxi 
graveyard” is hogging all the 
parking in the area and starv-
ing them of customers.

“It’s very unfair for shops 
whose customers are trying to 
find parking,” said Tony Ar-
ganto, owner of nearby film 
studio Broadway Stages, at a 
recent 94th Precinct Commu-
nity Council meeting, where 
he demanded police and the 
city’s Taxi and Limousine 
Commission step in.

The precinct’s command-
ing officer promised to reach 
out to the taxi agency to dis-
cuss solutions to the perma-
nent parking lot on Provost 
Street between Greenpoint 
Avenue and Freeman Street, 

Lose the plot!
G’pointers want to nix ‘taxi graveyard’

comment for this article — 
 acknowledged the problem 
to Gothamist in August , but 
said its customers and driv-
ers have been ditching tra-
ditional cabs for app-based 
services and claimed it hasn’t 
been able to find a lot nearby 
to house its empty fleet.

“I don’t blame the neigh-
bors,” McGuinness Manage-
ment Corporation owner Gus 
Kodogiannis told the website 
at the time. “Where are they 
going to put their cars?”

Local business owners say 
things have only gotten worse 
since then, and the graveyard 
is killing business for the en-
tire area.

“There are less people 
coming in,” said Andy Mal-
donado, who owns a deli a 
block away at McGuinness 
Boulevard and Huron Street, 
and says the empty cars be-
came a permanent fixture 
around a year ago.

And residents say they are 
equally frustrated with the 
death of parking.

“It’s really gotten disgust-
ing — it’s unbelievable,” said 
resident Teresa DeFrancisco, 
who agreed that many locals 
have switched to Uber and 
its ilk, including one of her 
neighbors, who “goes crazy” 
for the company.

Drivers are illegally leaving dozens of vacant yellow 
taxis sitting on the streets of Greenpoint.
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but a rep for the commission 
said it is perfectly legal for 
the company and other hacks 
to park their cabs there and 

wasn’t aware of any issues.
The dispatcher responsi-

ble for most of the cars on the 
stretch — which declined to 
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