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Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s goat 
to do it!

A crew of eight goats will eat its way 
through Prospect Park’s weeds and poi-
son ivy over the next five months — an 
ideal summer gig for kids of all ages, 
according to the animals’ owner.

“They get to live the goat dream,” 
said Annlilita Cihanek, co-owner of 
Green Goats in upstate New York, which 
rents out its munching mammals as 
lawn mowers. “They get to eat for a 
living and they’re doing what they all 
wish they’d get to do.” 

Rhinebeck’s team — which includes 
a mother-daughter duo and a pair of 
sisters — will graze near the Prospect 
Heights end of the park, in an area called 
the Vale of Cashmere, and will be sep-
arated from the public by an eight-foot 
construction fence. 

The vexatious vegetation sprung 
up on the site after Hurricane Sandy 
knocked down around 50 trees in the 
area, according to Grace McCreight of 
the Prospect Park Alliance — the orga-
nization that maintains the park.

The Alliance is paying $15,000 to 
rent the hungry herd via a taxpayer-
funded state grant aimed at cleaning 
up the 2012 superstorm’s mess.

The billies and nannies will have 
until October to scarf down the inva-
sive species before Cihanek takes them 
back to the farm for the winter. 

And McCreight is confident they are 
up to the challenge — goats eat about 
25 percent of their body weight each 

day and can chew nonstop whenever 
they’re awake, she said. 

To welcome the new residents to the 
neighborhood, the park will host a “bleat 
and greet” on May 22 — where local 
families can get to know the goats and 
their herder, and learn to make goat-
milk ice-cream.

And Cihanek said her kids get 
along fine with the human kind — 
these goats love people, she said, and 
no butts about it.

“They’re very friendly, maybe a little 
too friendly,” she said. “A lot of times 
they’ll eat, and when they lay down and 
chew, they tend to lay right in front of 
where all the people are.” 

Fun on the Farm at Lefferts His-
toric House (452 Flatbush Ave. near 
Empire Boulevard in Prospect Park, 
www.eventbrite.com/e/fun-on-the-
farm-tickets-24521057142), May 22 
from 1 to 4 pm. Free.

New kids on the block
Believe it: Prospect Park hires goats to eat weeds

Prospect Park’s newest employees.
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I didn’t plan to stop a bike ride 
with my kids along the Port-
land, Ore. waterfront to buy le-

galized pot, but the opportunity 
presented itself, and I took it. 

Marijuana has been increas-
ingly decriminalized and I have 
struggled with how to discuss the 
herb and its many stress-relieving 
medicinal properties — especially 
as compared to other pharmaceu-
ticals and even alcohol — with 
my children. 

In the end, honesty won out. 

Yes, I told them, 
I’ve smoked pot. 
Yes, I said, I think 
moderate pot use is 
okay for adults. The 
sticky part is that it’s 
illegal where we live. 
But here in legal mar-
ijuana country, I was excited. 

The storefront sale of marijuana 
seemed, at last, to put it on par 
with alcohol, which my husband 
and I consume liberally in front 
of the kids at home and in public, 

as do most of the people we know. 
I often rail against the ridiculous-
ness of mellow pot smoking be-
ing illegal while alcohol’s more 
cacophonous results rage on un-
encumbered. It was nice to be in 

WEED ALL ABOUT IT!
Our columnist buys it — legally — in Portland

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

a place that agreed.
My sister and I went inside 

the dispensary, while my hus-
band stayed outside with the 
rented bikes and the boys. Un-
like liquor stores, pot dispensa-
ries — even in Oregon — only 
allow in kids under 21 who have 
a medical marijuana card. 

I couldn’t help myself: I bought 
a little. I wondered what I would 
tell the kids, but the decision was 
made for me when my husband 
came in to say the credit card 
company had called to make sure 
the purchase was legit.

I think I would probably have 
told them anyway. After all, mak-
ing marijuana legal is the right 
choice, despite naysayers’ accu-

sations that pot hastens memory 
loss or makes people “lazy.” I note 
that some of the smartest, most 
productive people I know are to-
tal stoners. (I won’t name names, 
but you know who you are.)

Compared to attention-deficit 
meds or anti-depressants, I believe 
in the efficacy of a little marijuana, 
which I mentioned as the young 
salesman rolled my joint. He nod-
ded and offered up his own anec-
dotal evidence: He’d done great in 
school while smoking weed, but 
when his parents switched him 
to Ritalin, his grades fell. 

This is far from scientific 
proof, but his story rang true. 
I believe marijuana can softly, 
gently slow an active brain and, 

hence, be a good thing to de-stress 
the mind and the body. 

As I walked out with my 
goods, I felt a pang of guilt and 
sheepishness, and then resolve. 
Am I not tired of being unable to 
use a substance that helped me 
relax when alcohol, which really 
doesn’t, was so rampant?

When I walked out, the kids 
were making jokes, putting fake 
joints up to their lips with their 
fingers and taking long drags. 

I smiled, and took the ribbing. 
My 15-year-old snapped a picture 
of me in front of the dispensary 
and I wondered if he would send 
it to his friends, and then I real-
ized I didn’t care. I am a pot sup-
porter, and I’m not ashamed to ad-

mit it. People can disagree. But I 
loved Portland and its pot-support-
ing ways. I loved chatting about 
pot with the waiter at dinner, that 
people all during the week were 
able to discuss their pot use in the 
open, unlike the strange secretive 
way people might let on about the 
same behavior in New York.

I didn’t smoke in front of my 
kids, but I’m not sure what I’ll do 
going forward when the substance 
likely becomes widely legal. Will 
I sit after dinner and take a puff 
as my husband sips his bourbon? 
I guess only time will tell.

Thank you, Oregon, for giving 
me the chance to talk to my kids 
about my beliefs and not make 
me feel like a criminal. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a move-ie theater!
Colossal cinema chain Imax in-

tends to revolutionize the fitness 
industry with a new Dumbo gym 
where patrons pedal on exercise 
bikes in front of its signature su-
per-screens, making it seem like 
they’re riding through city streets 
or even outer space, according to 
a company honcho.

“We’re trying to redefine in-

door cycling and do what Imax 
movies have been doing for the 
last several decades,” said Bryan 
Macovici, who is the chief execu-
tive officer of Imax Shift, which 
opened on May 5.  

The sweat box at Plymouth and 
Adams streets sports 50 bikes, a 
huge two-and-a-half-story screen 
that stretches nearly the length of 
a school bus, and the same sound 
system found in Imax cinema-
plexes.

Big screen debut
Imax opens spin gym in Dumbo

Riders won’t be watching the 
mammoth motion picture compa-
ny’s standard documentary fare, 
though — a live instructor will 
push them through jungles, coast-
lines, and more abstract vistas. 
Each trainer will design his own 
unique visuals and soundtrack for 
the virtual excursions, so every 
45-minute journey differs from 
the last, Macovici said.

“This isn’t a situation where 
we’ve designed ‘the nature ride’ 
or ‘the space ride,’ ” he said. “Ev-
ery ride will be unique.” 

Staring at the screen instead 
of a mirror helps the bikers to 
focus on themselves, rather than 
everyone else around them, ac-

HOW’S THE WORKOUT?: We sent reporter Lauren Gill  — 
pictured here with instructor Jesse Alexander — to test out 
this new fitness trend. See if she survived on page 13.
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The Imax Shift spin studio — the first of its kind — just 
opened in Dumbo.
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See IMAX  on page 13

CASES IN POINT

A ghost bike memorial at the corner of Classon and Lexington av-
enues, where a driver fatally ran over Lauren Davis as she was cycling 
on April 15.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Police must stop blaming cyclists for 
their own demise after deadly colli-
sions with drivers, bike advocates and 
pols demanded in the wake of two fatal 
Brooklyn crashes last month.

Authorities pointed the finger at a 
dead bike rider in  Clinton Hill on April 
15  and  another in Park Slope on April 20 , 
only to later change their tune after fur-
ther investigations, and one former cop 
says the department must learn to bite 
its tongue until it has the full story.

“We should not assume that the cyclist 
was always the person responsible for 
a crash or had accepted the risk simply 
by climbing on a bicycle,” said Borough 
President Adams, a former police cap-
tain, at a memorial for both riders last 
weekend. “There must be a blue wall of 
silence until the investigation is com-
pleted and we know the facts.”

Several Slopers grilled police at a 78th 
Precinct Community Council meeting 
on April 26,  claiming  a local officer told 
them neighborhood cyclist James Gregg 
was spotted trying to hold on to the side 
of an 18-wheeler tractor trailer before 
it ran over and killed him on April 20, 
according to those present.

The precinct’s captain responded that 
it was up to the Highway Patrol to in-
vestigate fatal crashes, and asked for the 
name of the offending officer, though 
no one was able to give it, according to 
council president Wayne Bailey.

The unit’s Collision Investigation 
Squad is in charge of the investigations, 
a rep for New York’s Finest said, though 
local precincts typically look into them 
in the immediate aftermath.

The department’s public informa-
tion office also issues a media release 
shortly after fatal crashes with details 
based on the early inquiries, and crit-
ics say they often erroneously blame 
bike riders.

“There’s a repeated pattern of blaming 
innocent people for their own deaths,” 
said Windsor Terrace resident Paul Steely 
White, who is the director of pro-bike 
group Transportation Alternatives.

Activists to cops: Quit blaming cyclists in crashes!

The department sent out a release 
hours after Gregg’s death saying he 
“collided into [the] rear tire of the trac-
tor trailer,” but did not mention that 
the truck driver was on a residential 
street and not an approved truck route 
at the time. 

Two hours later, a New York Times 

reporter  quoted a spokesman  as tell-
ing him that the large truck created a 
“wind force” that sucked up Gregg and 
his bike — then  the following day that  
Gregg had fallen to the ground for “un-
known reasons” and the big rig then 
ran over him. 

And the day after that, Gothamist 
 quoted a spokesman  saying investiga-
tors believe Gregg fell while trying to 
overtake the truck in a narrow passage 
alongside parked cars. 

The incident came just days af-
ter a police release stated that Crown 
Heights cyclist Lauren Davis was riding 

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

See CRASHES  on page 16
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THE INNOVATION LAB AT
INDUSTRY CITY NOW OPEN!

Job seekers and entrepreneurs in Southwest 
Brooklyn now have a direct link to good-paying 
jobs and opportunities at Industry City.
 
The Innovation Lab is now offering job 
training and placement as well as entrepreneur 
development services, ALL FREE OF CHARGE!
 
Employment at Industry City has more than doubled since 2013. 
Nearly half of the 4,000+ people who work here, live nearby. 
By 2025, that number will jump to more than 20,000 jobs 
throughout the area.
 
Find out more at industrycity.com 
 
The Innovation Lab is a partnership of Industry City, CUNY City 
Tech, Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corporation, 
Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow, and Brooklyn Workforce 
Innovations, and is made possible with financial support from 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams, Representative 
Nydia M. Velázquez, Assembly Assistant Speaker Felix W. Ortiz, 
and Council Member Carlos Menchaca.
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Best Friends Pet Super Adoption
presented by BOBS from SKECHERS®

Brooklyn Expo Center, 72 Noble Street, Brooklyn
Friday, May 13, 4 pm – 8 pm  |  Saturday, May 14, 11 am – 7 pm  |  Sunday, May 15, 11 am – 5 pm

presented by: with support from:

bestfriendsny.org/super

EXCEPT IONAL

HELPING BROOKLYN THRIVE
866-84-HEART  •  NYM.ORG 

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center offer a full 
range of heart care services in the most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. They 

provide the newest procedures and technology for diagnosis and treatment, including 
groundbreaking transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) for treatment of aortic 
stenosis, as well as medical management, balloon angioplasty stent placement, and 
minimally invasive and traditional cardiac surgery – all performed by exceptional 
specialists and surgeons.

“My doctors 
showed 

me their 
heart while 

repairing 
mine.”By Ruth Brown

Brooklyn Paper

It was a vicious cycle. 
Dozens of bike riders 

crashed into the back of a mo-
torcycle — and each other — at 
the Red Hook Criterium bicy-
cle race on April 30, creating a 
massive pileup that sent several 
competitors to the hospital. 

The nighttime road race 
around the Brooklyn Cruise 
Terminal is notoriously rough-
and-tumble, but cyclists say 
this crash — one of several 
on the day — was nastier 
than usual.

“We all know the risk and 
it’s super dangerous, but that 
was above and beyond,” said 
Williamsburger Jeremy San-

CRIT-ICAL HIT!
Massive pileup mars Red Hook bike race

A flying bike hit Jeremy 
Santucci in the face dur-
ing the men’s semi-final.
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tucci, who has been compet-
ing in the “Crit” for four years. 
“It was crazy.”

The trouble began when an 
official and his crotch rocket 
stalled near the start of the 
men’s final. Around half of 
the speedsters were able to 
swerve around the road hog, 
but once a couple of contes-
tants clipped their pedals on 
the chopper, the back half of 
the field came crashing into 
the asphalt and each other’s 
Lycra-clad limbs,  footage of 
the incident shows .

At least four riders went 
to the hospital with injuries, 
and organizers delayed the 
race for an hour before those 
whose bodies and bikes were 
still in good shape were able 
to try again,  according to a 
Velo News report  — though 
the Fire Department said its 
ambulances did not take any-
one to the infirmary.

The epic smash wasn’t the 
only carnage at the contest — 
several cyclists in the wom-
en’s finals also came crashing 
down along the three-quar-
ter-mile course, according to 
the report. 

And Santucci said he and 
around five others wiped out 
in the men’s semi-final when 
a newcomer hit the pavement 
and the guy’s bike flew into 
the air, its pedal cutting open 
a bloody gash above Santuc-
ci’s eye.

“It was one of the bad 
crashes — until the final,” 
said Santucci, who was just 
three laps off the finish line 
and is confident he would’ve 
made the final if not for the 
collision. 

Several riders in the Red Hook Criterium women’s 
race also came crashing down to earth.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Believe the hype! 
Legendary hip-hop group 

Public Enemy will headline 
a free show in a Browns-
ville park this summer as 
part of the annual Summer 
Stage season, which will put 
on concerts, theater perfor-
mances, dance parties, and 

movie screenings across four 
Brooklyn green spaces from 
June 13 to July 3. 

The politically conscious 
wordsmiths behind hits 
“Don’t Believe the Hype” 
and “Fight the Power” will 
take over Betsy Head Park 
on June 21.

Other highlights of the 
2016 program include a gra-

Bring the noise
Public Enemy to play Bklyn

tis gig by local alternative 
rockers Blonde Redhead in 
Red Hook Park on June 16 
and an opera performance 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
June 24. 

And Broadway singer Lisa 
Simone Kelly will also belt out 
songs from her new album in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Herbert 
Von King Park on June 28, fol-
lowed by a screening of “What 
Happened, Miss Simone?” 
— a documentary about her 
mother, famed singer and ac-
tivist Nina Simone.

Full lineup at www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org.

Flava Flav of Public Ene-
my, which will play a gra-
tis gig in the borough.
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Great Kills
4142 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-1100

Loan Dept.
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2000

West Brighton
755 Forest Avenue

(718) 815-1100

St. George
1 Hyatt Street

(718) 876-5400

Dongan Hills
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2300

Rosebank
1065 Bay Street
(718) 981-1200

“Let’s do business together.”
Steven J. Landau
V.P. - Business Development,

New Jersey
(732) 735-8722

“We are lending!”
Johnny Reyes

V.P. - Business Development,
Brooklyn & Queens

(718) 889-3612

“Providing experience and service.”
Richard P. Boyle

Senior Vice President 
& Chief Lending Officer

(718) 979-2000

Recognized Performance.

VSB’s core net 
income grew 
52% to over 
$1.6 million

VSB’s loan 
portfolio 

grew 55% to 
$104.3 million

VSB assets 
have grown 
by 9% year 
over year

VSB has a 
book value 
per share of 

$16.00

34th 
consecutive 

VSB dividend - 
cash dividend 
increased by 

17%

VSB 
ranked 14th 
of the top 50 

OTCQX 
traded 
stocks

Victory State Bank is proud of its recognized growth

performance in 2015 and is looking forward to 

building on this success. Need a solid, 

profitable bank with both the 

money and the expertise 

to lend? 

Call Victory.

Need Money for Your Business?
...Turn to Victory

We have the expertise to boost your bottom line!

...Turn to Victory

Staten Island Locations:

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops cuffed a guy who they 
say assaulted a man with a 
bag full of garbage on Hoyt 
Street on April 27.

A report said two guys 
were arguing over traffic 
near Atlantic Avenue at 
10:45 am when one of the 
men started threatening his 
enemy with a garbage can, 
and then allegedly threw the 
trash bag through the vic-
tim’s passenger-side window, 

cutting his forehead. 

Subway sneak
A baddie snatched a wom-

an’s wallet as she was walking 
up the stairs at a Hoyt Street 
subway station on April 27.

The victim told police she 
was trudging up the stairs near 
Schermerhorn Street at 1:45 
pm when someone bumped 
her. Once she got farther up, 
she realized she no longer had 
her wallet, which contained 
her credit cards, police re-
ported.

Rock ’n’ roll 
A quick-moving crook 

Trashy: D’town suspect bashes man with bag of garbage
smashed his way into a car 
and looted it five minutes 
after the owner parked the 
vehicle on Third Avenue on 
April 27.

Police said the victim 
parked his ride near Dean 
Street at 6:50 pm and when 
he returned minutes later, he 
discovered a lout had thrown 
a rock through his passenger-
side window and snagged his 
wallet, which contained his 
credit cards and identifica-
tion. 

Bad crowd
A scoundrel stole a wom-

an’s wallet from her on a 
crowded B67 bus on April 29, 
some time before she got off 
on Hoyt Street.

The victim told cops she 
got on the bus at Ninth Street 
and Seventh Avenue at 4:05 
pm, and she was bumped 
around on the crowded coach. 
When she got off the shuttle 
near Livingston Street, she 
realized her wallet was gone, 
a report said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Un-fare
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say robbed a cab driver 
on Cumberland Street on 
April 29.

The driver told police the 
guy flagged him down on 
Flatbush Avenue near Atlan-
tic Avenue at 1:15 am and got 

in the cab. As he was driv-
ing to Cumberland Street and 
Park Avenue, the guy asked 
the driver to stop at a bodega 
so he could get money at an 
automated teller machine, of-
ficers reported. 

The man retrieved his 
cash and got back in, but 
once the driver reached the 
destination, the fare alleg-
edly demanded the cabbie 
hand over his money, and 
grabbed cash from his vic-
tim, police said. 

The driver said he tried to 
chase down the man, but at 
one point the suspect turned 
around with a gun, so the vic-
tim stopped and called 911. 

Officers responded and 
tracked down the guy, slap-
ping cuffs on him. 

Not in charge
Some sneak stole a wom-

an’s laptop and charger out 
of her Myrtle Avenue apart-
ment while she was gone for 
the day on April 25.

The victim told police she 
left her abode by Hall Street at 
1:30 pm and locked the door, 
but when she returned at 5 
pm she noticed her entry-
way had been unlocked and 

her MacBook Air and char-
ger were gone. 

There were no visible signs 
of forced entry and no fire 
escape for the thief to enter 
through, said cops.

Purse curse
A weasel stole a senior cit-

izen’s pocketbook as she was 
hanging out in Fort Greene 
Park on April 29.

Cops said the 69-year-old 
victim was attending a park 
event near DeKalb Avenue, 
and realized later, at 10:30 pm, 
that a thief had swiped her 
purse — containing her credit 
card, identification card, and 
keys — at some point since she 
last had her bag at 8 pm. 

Bagged
A lout stole an elderly 

woman’s purse from her 
Lafayette Avenue apartment 
on April 25.

The 79-year-old woman 
told police she left her pad 
by St. James Place at 2 pm and 
locked the door, but when she 
returned at 7 pm, her hand-
bag — containing her check-
book, birth certificate, and 
cellphone — was gone. 

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Fully loaded 
Police arrested a man for 

bringing a loaded gun to a 
Dwight Street building on 
May 2.

The 29-year-old suspect 
was already banned from the 
location between Wolcott and 
King streets, but police offi-
cers allegedly saw him on the 
property with the loaded fire-
arm in hand, officials said.

Police recovered the pistol 
on the sixth floor of the build-
ing and charged the suspect 
with criminal possession, ac-
cording to authorities.

Perfect match 
Officers collard a guy for 

trespassing on a W. Ninth 
Street building’s fire escape 
and spray-painting the prop-
erty on April 30.

Cops responded to a 911 
call to the building between 
Court and Clinton streets at 
11:53 pm, and when they ar-
rived, they allegedly spot-
ted the 29-year-old man on 
the escape and found spray 
cans that matched the paint 
on the walls, according to au-
thorities.

Double break-in 
Police cuffed two people 

for breaking into a woman’s 
Baltic Street apartment on 
May 1.

The victim told police 
a 49-year-old woman and 
a 44-year-old man were in 
her apartment between Hoyt 
and Bond streets without per-
mission from 7:35 pm until 
8:37 pm. 

Authorities arrested both 
for criminal trespassing, ac-
cording to a report. 

Some friend 
A greedy galoot charged 

more than she was supposed 
to on her friend’s benefits card 
on Dwight Street on April 29, 
police said.

A 22-year-old woman gave 
her friend the card to use to 
buy just $10 worth of food, 
but the lady spent more than 
$230 near Wolcott and King 
streets at 6:52 pm, according 
to authorities. 

Double trouble 
Police cuffed a guy who 

they say had a knife and 
drugs on Court Street on 
April 28.

The 26-year-old guy was 
allegedly holding a blade and 
a crack pipe near Hamilton 
Avenue at 1:25 pm, accord-
ing to authorities, who ar-
rested him for possession of 
a weapon and controlled sub-
stance, police said.

— Julianne Cuba

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Animal house 
A ruffian attacked a man 

while he was cleaning up gar-
bage cans outside of a Du-
pont Street senior center on 
April 28.

Police said the man was 
cleaning the sidewalk at Man-
hattan Avenue at 1:48 pm to 
deter the rodents that the gar-
bage attracts, when a brute 
approached him, yelling and 
cursing. The jerk then shoved 
the victim, hurting him, be-
fore running away, accord-
ing to cops.

iConned 
A charlatan scammed a 

Freeman Street woman by 
calling her home and imper-
sonating the Internal Revenue 
Service on April 29. 

The unknown caller con-
tacted the woman at her home 
between Franklin Street and 
Manhattan Avenue at 8 pm 
and she owed the state agency 
$7,700 in back taxes, but that 
he would accept $4,000 in in-
stallments instead. 

The victim purchased 19 
iTunes gift cards at drugstore 
near her home and then gave 
the caller the pass codes for 
them. 

Goodies gone
A thief broke into a car on 

N. 11th Street on April 26.
A woman told police she 

was borrowing a friend’s car, 
and parked it between Roe-
bling Street and Driggs Av-
enue, only to return at 10:20 
pm to find the driver’s-side 
window broken and posses-
sions her pal had left inside 
the vehicle were gone. 

Cashing in 
Police arrested a Bedford 

Avenue check-cashing em-
ployee who they say ripped 
off a customer on April 25.

Authorities say the worker 
allegedly took Western Union 
money orders from a customer 
at the establishment between 
N. Sixth and N. Seventh streets 
at 4 pm and cashed them him-
self — totaling $1,976 in sto-
len funds. 

Silent thief 
A burglar raided a Dri-

ggs Avenue apartment on 
April 29.

Police say there were no 
signs of forced entry at the 
apartment between Kingsland 
Avenue and Sutton Street at 
4:35 pm, but numerous per-
sonal items were gone.. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Unstuck stick-up
A wannabe robber tried to 

hold up a Flushing Avenue de-
partment store on May 1, but 
fled empty-handed.

A employee said the lout 
pulled a gun in the store be-
tween Gardner Avenue and 
Jefferson Street at 4:15 pm. 
The crook yelled “give me 
money, money,” and then 
ran to the back office, po-
lice reported.

But the wannabe robber 
ran away before getting any 
cash, fleeing on Gardner Av-
enue towards Johnson Ave-
nue, according to cops.

Bad tip
A thief ripped off an em-

ployee working at a Morgan 
Avenue watering hole on 
April 29.

The victim was working 
at the tavern between Grand 
Street and Johnson Avenue 
and realized when he real-
ized his property was miss-
ing at 1:15 am.

Bar snatch 
A sneak stole a woman’s 

unattended bag at a S. Fourth 
Street bar on April 22.

Police say the crook lifted 
the woman’s purse — contain-
ing her credit cards and pass-
port — at the pub between 
Kent and Wythe avenues at 
3:30 am.

Head case
A bruiser battered a man on 

Grand Street on April 29.
The victim was between 

Lorimer and Leonard streets at 
11 pm when the ruffian struck 
him with an unknown object, 
causing deep lacerations to 
his head, cops said. The vic-
tim went to Bellevue Hospi-
tal, according to cops.

Keyed in
Police cuffed a man who 

they say stole more than 
$1,094 worth of goods from 
his Flushing Avenue employer 
on May 1.

Authorities say the man 
allegedly used his keys to 
get into the store between 
Knickerbocker and Porter 
avenues and steal property 
around 2 pm. 

— Madeline Anthony

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A crook choked a man 
out on a Williamsburg 
Street then swiped hun-
dreds of dollars from his 
wallet last month, accord-
ing to a police report.

The snake crept up 
behind the 26-year-old 
victim near Cook Street 
and Evergreen Avenue at 
around 11:15 pm on April 
20 and started strangling 
him, police said.

Once the guy passed 
out, the bandit relieved 
him of his wallet, cell-
phone, and around $200, 
authorities said.

The victim later went 
to Woodhull Hospital, and 
has since been released. 

Cops say the suspected 
strangler is between 18 

Man strangled, then 
robbed in Billyburg

The suspect.

and 25 years old, and 
was last seen wearing a 
black hoodie and white 
pants.

Police ask anyone 
with information about 
the incident to call (800) 
577–8477, submit tips 
at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com, or text 274637 
followed by TIP577. All 
calls are strictly confi-
dential.
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FREE BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS.
UNINSURED? NO PROBLEM.

KEEPING BROOKLYN 
WOMEN HEALTHY

For more information, visit  
TBH.org/CancerScreening 

or call 718.250.8708.

Screenings Funded by the New York State Department of Health.
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SHOP 
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and 
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

718-236-5150
718-236-3507
HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

Bedford Stuyvesant • Crown Heights • Flatbush • Fort Greene • Harlem • Jamaica • St. Albans718-230 -2900

Introducing Carver Business

   Competitive rates with no pre-payment penalty

   Quick access to funds

   Easy application with fast approval

For help choosing the loan that’s right for you, call 718.230.2900, or go to carverbank.com to schedule 
an appointment with a loan specialist today.

There is a Settlement in a class action lawsuit against Cablevision 

entitled Marchese et al. v. Cablevision, et al., 10-cv-02190 in New 

Jersey federal court that claims that certain business practices 

resulted in subscribers paying higher prices for Cablevision’s cable 

TV set-top boxes.  The Settlement provides benefits to current and 

former Cablevision customers.  Cablevision denies all of the claims 

in the lawsuit and asserts it did nothing wrong.

Who is included?
The Settlement Class includes, subject to certain exceptions, all 

persons in New Jersey, Connecticut and New York who subscribed 

to Cablevision’s video services and paid a monthly fee to 

Cablevision to lease a Set-Top Box at any time from April 30, 2004 

to March 9, 2016.

What does this Settlement provide?
The Settlement provides benefits for Current Subscribers and 

Former Subscribers:

Current Subscribers will automatically receive access to 

a free four month subscription to the Internet-delivered 

SundanceNow service from AMC. In addition, Current 

Subscribers who file a Claim Form can choose either (1) 

a one-time credit off their bill (ranging between $20-$40), 

or (2) one of several Cablevision services (ranging between 

$50-$140 in value), including an additional free Set-Top 

Box, free multi-room DVR service, or free access to certain 

premium channels for a limited time, subject to restrictions. 

The amount of the one-time credit and your eligibility for 

the Cablevision services will depend on how long you 

have been a Cablevision cable TV subscriber and on your  

current services.

Former Subscribers who file a Claim Form can receive a 

cash payment of $20 to $40, plus access to a free four month 

subscription to the Internet-delivered SundanceNow service 

from AMC.  The amount of the cash payment will depend 

on how long you were a Cablevision cable TV subscriber.

Cablevision has also agreed to certain changes to its business 

practices.  More information can be found in the Settlement 

Agreement.

How do you ask for benefits?
You must submit a Claim Form online or by mail by  

September 23, 2016. Claim Forms are available at  

www.cableboxsettlement.com or by calling 1-888-760-4871.

Your Other Options
Even if you do nothing, you will be bound by the Court’s decisions 

in this class action lawsuit.  If you want to keep your right to sue 

Cablevision, you must exclude yourself from the Settlement Class 

by August 24, 2016.  If you stay in the Settlement Class, you may 

choose to object to the Settlement by August 24, 2016.

The Court will hold a hearing in the case on September 12, 2016, 

to consider whether to approve the Settlement, and to consider 

a request by Class Counsel for up to $9.5 million for attorneys’ 

fees and expenses to be paid out of the Settlement.  You or your 

own lawyer, if you have one, may ask to appear and speak at the 

hearing at your own cost, but you do not have to.  The full notice 

explains what to do if you want to appear at the hearing. This is 

only a summary.

To obtain the full notice or for more information about the 
Settlement and your rights, call or go to the website shown below.

LEGAL NOTICE

If You Currently Subscribe to Cablevision Cable Television Services, or If You Subscribed 
at Any Time Since April 30, 2004, You Could Benefit from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español, visite nuestra página web.

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

The state is trying to force 
elderly Park Slopers from their 
old folks’ home on short notice 
while still fighting a court bat-
tle over its attempt to do the ex-
act same thing two years ago, 
a new lawsuit charges.

Five nonagenarian ten-
ants at Prospect Park Resi-
dence sued state health au-
thorities in April claiming 
they once again gave them 
three months to scram from 
the Grand Army Plaza build-
ing without offering any vi-
able alternatives — a move 
their loved ones believe they 
are too frail to survive.

“It might kill them to 
move,” said Nancy Rich, 
whose 91-year-old pal Anne-
Marie Mogil lives in the home. 
“It’s definitely become a life 
and death issue.”

The oldsters have been 
locked in a high-profile suit 

Suit: State trying to boot frail Slopers from old folks’ home again

with the state and their land-
lord since 2014, after he  gave 
them marching orders on a 
similarly short time frame . 

 A judge last year appointed 
a caretaker  to look after the 
building and its remaining res-
idents, and to formulate a re-
location plan while the litiga-
tion continued. 

But the suit claims the new 
guy’s scheme is equally illegal 
and inadequate — yet state of-
ficials have once again signed 
off on it. 

They told the wizened den-
izens on March 3 that they 

have until May 23 to get out 
but only suggested alternative 
accommodations that are too 
restrictive, too far from their 
families, way more expensive 
than their current $4,500-a-
month rents, or don’t even have 
any rooms available, the suit 
claims.

Above all, the plan is just 
too vague, their lawyer charges 
— suggesting the state cares 
more about getting them out 
than where they are going or 
what happens once they’re 
there.

“It seems as if the Depart-

ment of Health is most con-
cerned about doing what it can 
to make this closure happen 
as soon as possible,” said at-
torney Jason Johnson.

In fact, he said, it is similar 
to the eviction plan the build-
ing’s owner Haysha Deitsch 
filed two years ago, when he 
announced he was abruptly 
closing the residence due to 
financial hardship — though 
this paper  later revealed  he had 
already inked a deal to sell the 
building for $76 million.  

Most of the 120-odd ten-
ants left anyway, but a hand-

ful refused to leave and they 
and their loved ones filed the 
first suit.

The judge ordered Deitsch 
— who is not a target of this 
new suit — to keep the facil-
ity open for them during the 
case, but it has dragged on for 
years, in part due to sideshow 
litigation over tenants’ claims 
that he has attempted to push 
them out by  cutting   services  
and  raising rents . 

Deitsch  countersued in 
March , claiming the families 
are maliciously smearing his 
name in the court room and 
the press. 

Just to make legal matters 
more complicated, the fami-
lies of nine people who died 
in the home when it was still 
officially open  are also su-
ing Deitsch for the wrongful 
deaths of their kin , claiming 
they perished there after the 
unlicensed operator ignored 
the health department’s or-
ders to move them some-
where more suitable. 

The State Department of 
Health and caretaker Brian 
Rosenman did not return re-
quests for comment by press 
time.

New lawsuit for P’Park Residence

Whole lotta lawsuits!
Lost track of who’s suing who at Prospect Park Resi-
dence? In short — the families of nine people who died 
at the home are suing owner Haysha Deitsch. The resi-
dents still living there are suing both Deitsch and the 
state health department. And Deitsch is suing them 
back. Or to put it another way:

Families 
of dead 

residents

State health 
department

r way:

Current 
residents Haysha 

Deitsch

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

It is the path of less resis-
tance.

The city finally opened a 
long-awaited dedicated bike 
lane over the Pulaski Bridge 
last Friday, delighting local 
cyclists who are sick of zig-
zagging around pedestrians 
on the dangerous old shared 
pathway between Greenpoint 
and Queens.

“I’m psyched for the new 
lane,” said Greenpointer and 
cyclist James Walsh. “I won’t 
have to worry about running 
into kids.”

The new two-way lane for 
two-wheelers, which starts at 

Eagle Street and McGuiness 
Boulevard, replaced a former 
Brooklyn-bound car lane on 
the span. Those commuting 
by foot will now have the 
old shared path all to them-
selves.

Local pedal pushers and pe-
destrians have been waiting for 
their own trail for years — the 
city  first announced the proj-
ect in 2013 , with construction 
expected to wrap up by the end 
of 2014, but delayed the work 
multiple times  after running 
into roadblocks  trying to bal-
ance the lane’s new barriers 
on the drawbridge.

Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Greenpoint) —  who has 

Cutting a path
Pulaski Bridge lane opens

been pushing for the path since 
2012  — had  prematurely an-
nounced  it would be ready by 
the end of 2015, but said he is 
nonetheless happy that it will 
finally make life safer for the 

crowds of commuters travers-
ing the Newtown Creek.

“This could not have come 
at a better time,” he said. “This 
bike lane will surely alleviate 
overcrowding.” 

A cyclist flees Queens via the Pulaski Bridge’s new 
bicycle lane shortly after it opened.
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Dad went to 
buy milk for the
fifth time today

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

 

Sunday, May 15 • 11am-2pm  

FREE COMMUNITY REUSE EVENTS

   

PS 9 - Schoolyard*

 

80 Underhill Ave, Prospect Heights

Bring clean, reusable, portable items such as clothing, 

housewares, electronics, books & toys that you no longer need. 

No furniture or large items.

Take home something new-to-you, free! 
You don’t have to bring something to take something. 

212.788.7964
Recycle@GrowNYC.org

GrowNYC.org/swap

*event will be moved indoors in case of rain

MS 113
300 Adelphi St, Fort Greene

(b/t Dekalb & Lafayette Aves)

Saturday, May 14 12pm-3pm�

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is the breakfast of educa-
tion-equality champions.

Education officials in gen-
trifying areas should help de-
segregate schools by meeting 
with real-estate agents and de-
velopers over pancakes and 
coffee and asking them to sell 
their clients on struggling in-
stitutions, city schools czar 
Carmen Farina told an audi-
torium of parents at a town 
hall meeting on Tuesday eve-
ning. 

“One of the things I’ve 
recommended to superinten-
dents is have breakfast with 
your real estate agent, partic-
ularly the real-estate agents in 
the new developments going 
up,” she said during a question 
and answer session with par-
ents from District 13, which 
stretches from Dumbo to parts 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Farina said the power 
brunches would give offi-
cials a chance to show off 
their schools’ programs to lo-
cal property sharks selling to 
yuppy parents worried about 
sending their kids to schools 
with lots of low-income or mi-
nority students. 

She used Vinegar Hill’s PS 
307 — a school that tradition-
ally served kids from a nearby 
housing project, but  the city 
controversially expanded this 
year to encompass hoity toity 
Dumbo  — as an example, say-

Farina: Schools should do breakfast with developers

It’s a des-egg-regation plan

ing its Mandarin program at-
tracts parents from all over 
the borough. 

And at least one local 
dad said it actually wasn’t a 
crazy idea, but that the moguls 
changing the neighborhood — 
not the schools — should be 
responsible for starting the 
conversation. 

“I think it’s good advice, 
but I’m skeptical, because why 
should I have to go to the re-

altor and the developer?” said 
Faraji Hannah-Jones, PS 307’s 
parent-teacher association co-
president.

Farina also prescribed 
public relations as a cure to 
parents who expressed con-
cern that she will close their 
kids’ under-enrolled middle 
schools —  like Clinton Hill’s 
Peace Academy, which the 
city axed this year  — suggest-
ing they focus on branding to 

attract more students.
She cited Vinegar Hill’s 

MS 313, which currently has 
74 students and is on the state’s 
“persistently dangerous list” 
due to reports of violence. 

The city is moving it to 
a new luxury apartment 
building in Dumbo and re-
naming it “the Dock Street 
School for Science, Technol-
ogy, Arts, and Mathematics 
Studies” —  with some help  
from  politically connected  
public relations firm Berlin 
Rosen, which happens to be a 
client of the building’s owner 
Two Trees. 

The overhauled school is 
now recieving  an influx of 
applications , according to the 
local Community Education 
Council. 

Farina said  the forthcom-
ing middle school  in devel-
oper Bruce Ratner’s Pacific 
Park megacomplex could do 
something similar to attract 
families — suggesting dual 
language programs as a stick-
ing point, which, she says are 
very hot right now. 

“Think about an Atlan-
tic Yards theme that might 
appeal to parents,” she said. 
“What is a middle school go-
ing to be?

But struggling schools will 
have to rebrand fast — Farina 
said the city plans to merge 
those don’t have enough stu-
dents to function successfully, 
and will release a hit list by 
September.

Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina gave her advice 
for  helping struggling schools at a District 13 town 
hall meeting on Tuesday night.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

A man died from a drug 
overdose at Bay Ridge’s trou-
bled Prince Hotel on April 30, 
officials said.

Neighbors have long al-
leged the 93rd Street flop-
house is a den of drugs 
and vice. City officials an-
nounced they’d take over the 
hotel near Third Avenue and 
sell it at auction next month 
— a sale that cannot come 
soon enough, the local coun-

cilman said.
“The community and I look 

forward to the June 8 auc-
tion date of the property,” said 
Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge), who claims 
the death was drug-related 
and expressed sadness for 
the death. “Any thought that 
the Prince Hotel is a healthy 
place to stay or live is sim-
ply a fallacy.” 

A manager found the 
42-year-old victim unrespon-
sive on the floor of his room 

after he did not check out of 
the room at noon on Saturday, 
sources familiar with the in-
cident said.

The hotel has racked up 
more than $400,000 in fines 
for dangerous building con-
ditions. 

And calls for enforcement 
against the Prince intensified 
last year after the city’s De-
partment of Education  an-
nounced plans to open a pre-
kindergarten facility  about 500 
feet away on 93rd Street near 

Fourth Avenue.
Mayor DeBlasio  apolo-

gized for not cracking down  
on the lewd lodge sooner and 
pledged action at a town hall 
on Feb. 16. A day later, sher-
iffs  raided the hotel’s regis-
ter and began garnishing its 
income . The city  announced 
in March it would seize the 
building  and sell it at auction 
to recoup the fines.

A medical examiner has not 
determined the man’s cause 
of death, officials said.

Overdose death at Prince Hotel
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By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

N
o magic feather required.

In a neighborhood that shares its 
name with a cartoon circus elephant, 

a gigantic flying saucer-style tent is filled 
not with animal acts but with high-wire 
acrobats and swinging trapeze artists. But 
the leaders of the NoFit State Circus, per-
forming its show “Bianco” inside that can-
vas covering, say the show is nothing like a 
certain well-known Canadian troupe. 

“We are literally the antithesis of Cirque 
du Soleil,” said Tom Rack, creative director 
of the European performance group. 

NoFit State Circus emphasizes individ-
ual performers and personal interaction, 
unlike the distant Las Vegas-style specta-
cle of some other human-only shows, said 
the troupe’s other director.

“In some of those big circuses there can 
be a group of people dancing together, and it 
almost doesn’t matter who they are,” said ar-
tistic director Firenza Guidi. “In this show the 
performers will look you in the eye and even 
talk to you. It’s very, very personal.”

During the course of “Bianco,” audience 
members stand right beside the dancers as 

they twist and turn, and Guidi encourages 
viewers to walk around to catch the action 
from different angles and to interact with 
the performers. 

The narrative-free show flows from act 

to act, while a live band plays an array of 
musical genres, sometimes changing the 
set list to react to the action happening on 
the circus floor. 

The circus group is based in Wales, and 

has spent the last 30 years dancing, jug-
gling, and tightrope walking all over Eu-
rope, but this is its first performance in 
the United States. The group prides it-
self on being a traditional traveling cir-
cus, making a lifestyle out of the craft of 
performing.

“Living together is unique, it adds to 
the heart, soul, and spirit of the show,” 
said Rack. 

The 35 members of the troupe do ev-
erything collectively, said Rack, setting up 
the circus’s 42-foot-high tent themselves 
rather than hiring outside help. The acrobats 
control the rigging even as they perform, 
taking charge of the system of ropes that 
keep their fellow high-flyers safe.

As the troupe travels, it adjusts to the 
varying reactions each culture has to the 
performance, said Guidi. In Hong Kong, the 
reserved crowd barely moved, but she ex-
pects a much wilder time in Brooklyn.

“There is something so special, electric, 
about Brooklyn. I feel we fit here very well,” 
she said. “Bianco” behind St. Ann’s Ware-
house [45 Water St. at New Dock Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 254–8779, www.nofitstate.
org]. Through May 29, Tue–Fri, 7 pm; Sat, 
6:30 pm; Sun, 2 pm and 8:30 pm. $35.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Facing facts

This mask tells the truth.
A new exhibit “Disguise: Masks and Global 

African Art,” now on display at the Brooklyn 
Museum, showcases historical masks and con-
temporary issues. One piece, a wooden mask 
covered with dollar bills and titled “Homeless 
Hungry Homo,” gives a voice to those who have 
been ostracized because of their sexual orienta-
tion, said its Fort Greene-born creator.

“It’s to call attention to the issue of homeless-
ness against gay Africans and gay blacks who 
have been demonized, criminalized, and cast 
out based on their sexual orientation,” said art-
ist Adejoke Tugbiyele. 

A queer Nigerian woman, Tugbiyele called her 
piece “Homeless Hungry Homo,” to express her 
own personal struggles and identity, she said. 

“It’s basically in memory of a time I person-
ally feared, coming out of the closet I would 
be left homeless — that thankfully never hap-
pened, but it’s a reality for many people,” said 
Tugbiyele.

The mask is attached to a reclining body 
made from palm plants, multi-colored yarn to 
represent gay pride, and parts of a metal sink. 
The figure’s chest is made of metal to convey 
strength, said Tugbiyele.

“It gives off a very regal and warrior-like 
quality,” she said. “The chest plate is also evok-
ing armor and transcending those issues even 
though the world tries to put you down.”

Tugbiyele is one of 25 contemporary artists 
who bring a new perspective to the traditional 
African art of masquerade. The show features 
their work alongside more historical pieces to 
how mask — the art of disguise, is constantly 
developing, said the show’s curator 

“Masquerade is responsive to ideas and evolv-
ing over time,” said Kevin Dumouchelle. 

“Disguise: Masks and Global African Art” 
at the Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org]. 
Through Sept. 18. $16 suggested donation. 
 — Julianne Cuba

A R T

Answers are just a text away.
A new app allows visitors to the Brooklyn 

Museum to pose questions to a group of his-
tory experts and get an 
immediate response. The 
Ask Brooklyn Museum 
app, now available for An-
droid and iPhones, allows 
puzzled museum-goers to 
ask their questions anony-
mously — a boon to those 
who hate to reveal their 
ignorance, said a leader 
of the project.

“People like the anonymity of it — they don’t 
feel like they’re asking a stupid question that 
way,” said Shelley Bernstein.

A six-person team of artsy eggheads on the 
Museum’s ground floor sits ready to answer any 
questions typed into the app during museum 
hours. It usually takes about 45 seconds to an-
swer a question, said one of the team members 
— although there have been a few exceptions.

“Sometimes we have to tell a visitor we don’t 
have an answer, so we get their email and get 
back to them,” said Andrew Hawkes. “But that 
only happens every now and then.”

The free Ask app has been in “soft launch” 
mode since April of 2015, and the Museum be-
gan advertising its existence to visitors in the 
last few weeks.

The app only works while visitors are ac-
tually in the museum, and it tracks user’s lo-
cation so the team can direct visitors to other 
artifacts they may find interesting. Museum cu-
rators say they plan to use the questions they re-
ceive through the app to improve the museum 
experience.

Use the Ask Brooklyn Museum app at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org]. The app is 
free. — Zach Jones

Phone it in 
T E C H

Down to the wire
High-fl ying circus lands under the Brooklyn Bridge

Circus buffs: Tom Rack and Firenza Guidi, leaders of the NoFit State Circus-
pause in front of the group’s gigantic tent beneath the Brooklyn Bridge.
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Sight for soar eyes: Circus Bianco performer Blaize Tarsha practices her stunts before opening day. The troupe will perform in its Dumbo tent Bridge until May 29.
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Since 1906

By far the best Pizza in the Borough!

 Restaurant  Pizza  Bar
The Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn  718-852-7800

Outdoor Seating Available. On-premise Parking
www.montesnyc.com

Happy Mother’s Day
Treat your Mom like a Queen!

Make your reservations today for our 
regular menu and some specials too.

Dinner served from noon to close.
Relax and enjoy your celebration of a 

Mother’s Love and let us do all the work!

FONTBONNE HALL ACADEMY
AFH

9901 Shore Road
Brooklyn, NY 11209

Director of  Admissions
Ms. Veronica Prager

prager@fontbonne.org
718-748-6109

For details and to register online: fontbonne.org, under “About” tab.
Summer Program Registration is Open!

July 18-22 9AM-12PM 
One Write Direction - Writing Camp

LEGOBot - Robotics Camp
$200

July 25-29 9AM-12PM 
Fontbonne’s Got Talent - 

Summer Dance Intensive Camp
$200

7th GRADE SPRING OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, May 17th, 5 PM - 7 PM

Save time and get updated information about Open House 
by registering now! Form located under the Admissions tab.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 6

Purrfect 
night
Be the fur-st to snug-
gle up to the kitties 
of the Brooklyn Cat 
Cafe, which holds its 
grand opening 
tonight. The evening 
will feature a stand-
up set from Park 
Slope comedian 
Ophira Eisenberg, 
snacks, and the warm 
fuzzy feeling you get 
both from helping an 
animal charity and 
from petting cute 
cats.

6 pm at the Brooklyn Cat 
Café (149 Atlantic Ave. 
between Henry and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.catcafebk.
com). $75.

SATURDAY
May 7

Goode 
showe
The Dutch influence 
on the land of 
Breuckelen takes the 
spotlight in “Roode 
Hoek,” a collection of 
historic images open-
ing today (along with 
two exhibits of con-
temporary art) at the 
end of Red Hook. 
The opening party 
will also feature a jazz 
quartet.

1–6 pm at the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St. at Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506, 
www.bwac.org]. Free.

SUNDAY
May 8

Park it here
After spending all 
your cash on a splashy 
Mother’s Day gift (you 
at least got her a card, 
right?), indulge in a 
free afternoon of 
music in Prospect 
Park. Big Band Remix 
offers songs from 
Grammy-winner Chris-
tian McBride and his 
Big Band, along with 
guest vocalists Dianne 
Reeves and Jonathan 
Butler.

5 pm at LeFrak Center at 
Lakeside [South end of 
Prospect Park, (718) 462–
0090, www.prospectpark.
org/about/lakeside]. Free.

TUESDAY
May 10

Hill country
Comedian Dave Hill, 
recently featured in 
this paper for hosting 
a righteous speed-
metal speed-dating 
night, unleashes a 
hilarious collection of 
true stories titled 
“Dave Hill Doesn’t 
Live Here Any More” 
tonight at Book 
Court, followed by a 
discussion with jour-
nalist Malcolm 
Gladwell.

7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677, www.bookcourt.
org]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
May 11

Oscar-
worthy
Actor Rupert Everett 
takes the stage 
tonight as 19th cen-
tury playwright Oscar 
Wilde, in the first 
preview performance 
of “Judas Kiss,” the 
tragic story of his 
relationship with Lord 
Alfred Douglas, 
which led to a convic-
tion for indecency.

7:30 pm at BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. $30–$125.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 6
ART, BKLYN DESIGNS: A three-day 

fair showcasing new products from 
furnishings designers, as well as a 
lineup of panel discussions, tours, 
and workshops. $15. 1–9 pm. Brook-
lyn Expo Center (72 Noble St. at 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint). 

ART, MAY DAY ART OPENING: Ac-
tress and activist Julia Morrison pres-
ents an exhibit of socially-conscious 
collage work, zines, live music, and 
special performances. Free. 6–10 
pm. World Money Gallery [41 Mon-
trose Ave. between Lorimer Street 
and Union Avenue in Bushwick, (646) 
799–1153], www.worldmoneygal-
lery.com. 

ART, “BORDERLESS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: An exhibition of unique 
C-prints by Rey Parlá, whose work 
combines kinetic painting with pho-
tographic techniques. Free. 7 pm. 
happylucky no.1 [734 Nostrand Ave. 
between Park and Prospect places 
in Crown Heights, (646) 623–0414], 
happyluckyno1.com. 

MUSIC, GRAMMY PARK PRESENTS 
LATIN STARS: With Alex Cuba, 
Natalia Lafourcade, Arturo O’Farrill, 
and The Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra. 
$40–$80. 7 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

DANCE, “LA VERITA”: A theatri-
cal homage to artist Salvador Dali, 
featuring a dizzying display of acro-
batics, physical theater, music, and 
dance from Compagnia Finzi Pasca. 
$25–$80. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, “EXPLORATIONS — AN EVE-
NING OF JAZZ AND POETRY”: An 
open foray through the work of Cole 
Porter, Thelonious Monk, Hoagy 
Carmichael, Herbie Nichols, Duke 
Ellington and more. $15. 8 pm. South 
Oxford Space [138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 532–
4704], www.onebreathrising.org. 

MUSIC, LAKOU MIZIK: This multi-
generational collective of Haitian 
musicians brings new life to Haitian 
roots music. $23 ($20 in advance). 
8 pm. BRIC Arts Media House [647 

Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org. 

SAT, MAY 7
BIKE THE BRANCHES: Spend the day 

biking between branches of the 
Brooklyn Public Library, then end 
it with food, refreshments and live 
music on Grand Army Plaza. $20 
($10 students and seniors). 10 am–7 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army Plaza, be-
tween Eastern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

DESIGN WALK ON ATLANTIC AVE-
NUE: The sidewalks and side streets 
of Atlantic Avenue transform into a 
series of pop-up apartment rooms, 
hands-on workshops and showcases 
for interior and patio design, furni-
ture, hair and beauty styling, wine 
and spirit making, ceramics, jewelry 
and gardening. Free. 3 pm. [377 
Atlantic Avenue between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 
734–4219], www.atlanticavebid.org. 

MUSIC, GRAMMY PARK PRESENTS 
JAZZ ALL-STARS: An eight-hour 
musical journey across the world of 
jazz, with the Christian McBride Trio, 
Cécile McLorin Salvant, Kurt Elling, 
Monty Alexander, Harlem Kingston 
Express, Commodores, and many 
more. Free. 2–10 pm. LeFrak Center 
at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 462–
0010], www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, DAVE DOUGLAS AND HIGH 
RISK: An electronic-inspired quartet. 
$30 ($25 in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, REGINA BONELLI BLUES 
EXPERIENCE: Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MAY 6
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING, 
GAME 4: $79–$1,099. 7 pm.

SAT, MAY 7
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Keyshia 
Cole, Ginuwine, Monica, and 
Tank. $65–$135. 8 pm.

TUE, MAY 10
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING, 
GAME 6: $TBA. 7 pm.

SAT, MAY 14
COMEDY, MARTIN LAWRENCE: 

$40–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, MAY 17
MUSIC, THE 1975: With Wolf Alice. 

$40–$50. 8 pm.

FRI, MAY 20
MUSIC, BAD BOY FAMILY RE-

UNION: Puff Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French Montana, 
and more. With special guests 
Jay Z and Mary J. Blige. $50–
$300. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 21
MUSIC, BAD BOY FAMILY RE-

UNION: Puff Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French Montana, 
and more. $50–$300. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 1
MUSIC, SELENA GOMEZ: $45–$99. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK SALSA FESTI-

VAL: With Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, Tito Rojas, 
Los Adolecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4:30 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Grin and bear it: Martin 
Lawrence, once the voice of 
a cartoon bear and the star 
of the “Big Momma’s House” 
films, returns to his stand-up 
roots with a show at Barclays 
Center on May 14.
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UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES
Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo, Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs, Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, 

Fried Zucchini, Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, Fried Calamari, Baked Clams, Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit, Pastries, Coffee, Espresso & Much More

718.331.2900
Chicken Fingers And French Fries Available For Kids Parties Of 6 Or More .... 18% Gratuity Will Be Added To The Check

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:30 PM

$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his tale may have you in 
hiss-terics.

A pet detective goes 
in search of a missing pussy 
in an experimental new play 
currently running on the 
stage of the Brick Theater 
in Williamsburg. The creator 
of “Strays” says that she hates 
one-actor show where “peo-
ple just stand up there and 
talk” — so for her own solo 
show, she found herself par-
odying the genre.

“Pretty much my solo 
shows are stand-ups on peo-
ple doing a solo show,” said 
Kim Katzberg. 

Instead of a dreary au-

tobiographical tale, Katz-
berg’s show follows fictional 
character Terry, an ex-exotic 
dancer turned suicidal sui-
cide-prevention hotline oper-
ator, who fields a call from a 
woman missing her cat, and 
soon goes in search of the 
missing animal.

The show defies expecta-
tions of solo shows so much 
that it stars two women — 
Terry is portrayed in over-
the-top fashion by Katzberg, 
and also by actress Noora 
Woolley.

“Originally it was going to 
be a solo show with two ac-
tors, and we were never go-
ing to be sharing the stage,” 
said Katzberg. “Then we re-
alized how Terry is split off 
from herself — she has two 

selves. We explored that as-
pect of her psyche by shar-
ing the role.”

The story pokes fun at tra-
ditional storytelling tropes, 
said Katzberg. 

“Experimental theatre is 
all about exploring my voice 
and not getting tied up in what 
it’s supposed to be. I just trust 
the weird associations in my 
head,” she said.

The show uses video se-
quences and musical num-
bers to tell a tale of femi-
nine empowerment, as Terry 
makes her way through a re-
pressive male-dominated sys-
tem. Katzberg says that she 
based Terry’s father on her 
own father, who “had a very 
patriarchal approach to par-
enthood.”

“Strays” at the Brick The-
ater [579 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-

burg, (718) 285–3863, www.
bricktheater.com]. Through-
May 14, Wed–Sat at 7:30 
pm, Sat, Sun at 2 pm. $18.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

H
e has a title role!

The Kensington co-
median behind the daily 

blog “Better Book Titles” 
will release his own tome 
this week, a collection of fa-
mous book covers given what 
he says are better, more ac-
curate labels. The creator of 
“Never Flirt with Puppy Kill-
ers and Other Better Book Ti-
tles,” which will launch with 
a variety show at Littlefield in 
Gowanus on May 10, says his 
book deal was a happy con-
sequence of wanting to make 
people laugh. 

“I wanted to make some-
body’s day easier, I wasn’t look-
ing for any monetary compen-
sation,” said Dan Wilbur. 

A stand-up comedian since 
2005, Wilbur conceived the 
blog while playing a video 
game that, he realized at the 
end, involved assassinat-
ing the Pope. The game’s ti-
tle, “Assassin’s Creed,” had 
definitely buried the lede, 
he said. 

“I thought it shouldn’t have 
such a pretentious title, and 
that’s where the idea started,” 
said Wilbur. Instead, it should 
have been titled “Kill the 
Pope,” he said.

Wilbur, an avid reader, set 
out to more accurately label 
books instead of games. Each 
of his re-titles hilariously con-
denses the lessons of the book, 
sparing people from having to 
thumb through the pages.

Some of books in his ti-
tle wave include “My Dad is 

Cooler than Your Dad” for 
Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” and “Skipping Din-
ner is Like Dropping Acid” 
for Maurice Sendak’s “Where 
the Wild Things Are.”

Wilbur will unveil his 
magnum opus with a book-
themed variety show featur-
ing a slew of comedians, in-
cluding Erik Bergstrom, band 
Reformed Whores and fun-
nywoman Janeane Garofalo, 
who he knows from the city’s 
stand-up circuit. 

The evening will also in-
clude an interactive segment, 
in which audience members 
hand Wilbur a book and make 
him come up with a new ti-
tle on the spot. A librarian 
from the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary will have a shelf full 
of books to choose from, but 

those seeking to stump the co-
median are welcome to bring 
their own page flippers.

Just like he summarizes 
books with simple, catchy 
titles, Wilbur condensed the 
reasons people should pick 
up his book to a single sen-
tence.

“You should buy ‘Never 
Flirt with Puppy Killers’ 
because I’m starving and I 
need your money and need 
you to buy this or I won’t be 
able to live my comfy life,” 
he said.

“Never Flirt With Puppy 
Killers and Other Bet-
ter Book Titles” launch at 
Littlefield [622 DeGraw St. 
between Third and Fourth 
Avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com]. May 10 at 
8 pm. $8 ($15 with a book).

Subbed titles
A show for re-named books

Cat as catch can
Experimental show follows a pet 
detective on the hunt for a kitty

Tracking animal prints: Kim Katzberg portrays a 
hard-living exotic dancer turned pet detective in the 
experimental show “Strays” at the Brick Theater.

Feeling entitled: Literary comedian Dan Wilbur shows 
off his collection of reimagined book titles, launching 
with a variety show at Littlefield on May 10.
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Need a bottle of wine?
It’s just a phone call 

away.
SimplyWine.com is an 

online business that deliv-
ers wine to your doorstep, 
seven days a week, from 4 
to 9 pm, in less than one 
hour. Place your order 
any time by making an on-
line purchase, phoning, or 
chatting with an agent at 
the website. 

Don’t know the best 
wine to serve with to-
night’s dinner? That agent 
will be happy to make sug-
gestions as employees are 
trained at Wine and Spirit Edu-
cation Trust, an internation-
ally recognized program that 
provides high-quality educa-
tion in learning about wines 
and spirits.  

Each bottle of wine is care-
fully selected by the company’s 
wine experts, and there isn’t 
one bottle that costs more than 
$25. They are so sure you will 
like what you order, they offer 
a money-back guarantee. 

To make it even more tempt-
ing, use the code SWLOVE-
SBK, and get up to $15 free 
credit with your purchase. 

More good news: There are 
no delivery fees.

“I believe buying wine 
should be as fun and easy as 
drinking it!” says founder Ja-
son Richelson. 

It’s why the selection of 
wine is carefully curated and 
sourced from the finest artisa-
nal wineries around the world. 

“Most of these hidden 
gems are family-run wineries 
— the kind that still put per-
sonal pride and passion into 

the wines they create,” says 
Richelson.

Customers earn rewards 
that are automatically accrued 
on every purchase, and these 
rewards are redeemed easily. 
Secure safekeeping of your ad-
dress and credit card makes re-
ordering a breeze. 

“Our technology is continu-
ously being improved so that it 
will make you say, ‘wow,’ ’’ he 
says, and every member of the 
team offers courteous, prompt, 
friendly and knowledgeable 
service.

Even the delivery truck will 
put a smile on your face, with 
champagne bursting from its 
bottle, and the line: “Uncork 
happiness” front and center.

Yes, the patrons who are 
ordering are already being 
wowed. 

“One said when wine gets 
delivered to your door, it is like 
time stands still,” says Richel-
son. 

Typical customers are jug-
gling work, family time, and 
meal preparation. Having a 

bottle of wine delivered right 
to their doorstep means doing 
one less chore. It also takes the 
guesswork out of the entire 
buying experience.

There are featured wines 
of the week. For example, for 
St. Patrick’s Day, a Terre del 
Barolo Dolcetto D’Alba was 
recommended for its cherry, vi-
olet, and black pepper flavors, 
making it a great pairing with 
corned beef and cabbage. Or, 
if you didn’t have time to cook 
that night, it also happens to go 
great with pizza.

Springtime was welcomed 
with a bottle of Miral Cotes-de-
Gascogne. Following Simply 
Wine on Facebook is one way 
to find out about these weekly 
specials.

Right now, you have to live 
in Dumbo, Cobble Hill, and 
Park Slope for Simply Wine to 
be delivered to your door. As 
the business grows, hopefully 
the delivery area will also ex-
pand.

SimplyWine.com [www.Sim-
plyWine.com, (212) 406–9463]. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The perfect bottle right to 
your door with Simply Wine

GreenhouseCafe.com

CHILDREN’S MENU 

718 -989 - 8952
Live Music

All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

and 
Wednesday 8pm. 

Thursdays 8 pm.

$19.95
Per child +

tax & gratuity

$4200
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
 Egg Battered, Sautéed w/ White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

 w/ Apple Brandy Glaze    w/ Lemon Saffron Sauce

Shrimp Scampi White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet w/ Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra) with Herb Butter
All Entrées served with Mashed Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Coffee Or Tea

By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou don’t have to bring tomatoes 
to this show — they are already 
supplied.

Over the last year, the monthly “It’s 
All Happening” comedy night at Frank’s 
Lounge in Fort Greene has become a 
must-see stand-up show — and not 
just because it comes with food. We 
chatted with comedian (and some-
time cook) Brian Parise and his co-
host Janelle James about comedy, cui-
sine, and performing at a neighborhood 
institution. 

What is unique about this show?
Brian Parise: We cook food for the 

show, and sometimes we’ll do sketch 
videos on the pull down screen. 

Janelle James: I’m a black girl, he’s 
a white guy. We’re doing that whole 
swirl thing. We’re the only black girl, 
white guy, New York cookie of com-
edy shows. 

What does the cooking add to the 
show?

BP: Usually it’s very homey with the 
smell of pasta while you’re watching 
comedy. It’s like you’re watching com-
edy in an Italian grandmother’s kitchen. 
But it also makes the audience more 
relaxed. 

JJ: He makes fancy stuff. He made the 
real Italian s---, not f------ Kraft.

What is Frank’s Lounge like?
BP: This is a cool spot. In this neigh-

borhood most of the venues are places 
that popped up recently after the area 
changed. This place has been here for 
50 years. 

JJ: I used to dance here when I first 
moved to New York when I was a teenager. 

I used to live right around the corner and 
come in my pajamas at 3 am, and that’s 
when the party was getting started.

BP: We’re also bringing in new peo-
ple to the bar, because it’s a neighbor-
hood bar.

How do the regulars feel about the 
new show in their spot? 

JJ: The regulars are the people who’ve 
been coming here for 50 years, so we’re 
bringing in some younger people. The 
regulars are used to us now, and I know 
all of them so they know the deal.

Anything to add?
BP: We do the show every second 

Thursday. We have an email address [it-
sallhappening@gmail.com] where we’ll 
have people sign up and then we’ll blast 
it out a week before so people don’t have 
to remember.

“It’s All Happening” at Frank’s 
Lounge [660 Fulton St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and S. Elliot Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 625–9339)]. Next show 
May 12 at 8 pm. $5.

It’s a cheesy show
Comedy duo offers laughs and pasta

Frankly, my dear:  Janelle James and Brian Parise host the “It’s All Happening” show at Frank’s Lounge in 
Fort Greene.
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Colony [274 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and First 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
222–0280], www.brooklyn-
colony.com. 

THE 142ND KENTUCKY 
DERBY PARTY: With mint 
julep drink specials, derby 
food, and music by the Hun-
gry March Band. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 2 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY 
AND ART AUCTION: 
Watch the race, enjoy 
performances from the 
World Famous Bob and 
the Birdhive Boys, and take 
home an original piece of 
art. $300 for two. 4 pm. 
Smack Mellon [92 Plymouth 
St. at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], 
www.smackmellon.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, PRINCE VIDEO 
DANCE PARTY: Pay hom-
age to the Purple One by 
dancing to his funkiest 
music videos all night. Let’s 
go crazy! $5. 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

COMEDY, THE EXPERI-
MENT COMEDY GALLERY 
GRAND REOPENING!: 
Join the comedy theater in 
its new space, with a free 
re-opening comedy show 
and afterparty. With Mo 
Fathelbab, Camille Har-
ris, Michael Lewis, Camille 
Theobald, and many special 
guests. Free. 9 pm. The 
Experiment Comedy Gal-
lery [272 Grand St. between 
Roebling and Havemeyer 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(646) 643–4850], www.the-
excomedy.com. 

SUN, MAY 8
MUSIC, GOSPEL CONCERT: 

With Hezekiah Walker and 
BeBe Winans. Free. Noon. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, TONI BRAXTON: 
With special guest Andra 
Day. $60–$130. 7 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

COMEDY, POWERHOUSE AT 
UNION HALL: The monthly 
variety show presents its 
mother’s day spectacular! 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MON, MAY 9
THEATER, “A LIFE BEHIND 

BARS”: Bartender and actor 
Dan Ruth tells stories from 
his 20 years behind the 
stick. $25 ($20 in advance). 
7 pm. The Gutter [200 N. 
14th St. between between 
Wythe and Nassau avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends pub trivia 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, DANIEL SIMON-
SEN — WORK IN PROG-
RESS: Norwegian stand 
up comic Daniel Simonsen 
tests his new material. Free. 
9 pm. Over the Eight (594 
Union Ave. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

TUES, MAY 10
FIRST DISCOVERIES: Kids can  

plant a seed, touch a wrig-
gly worm and hear a story 
by the meadow nook. Free 
with garden admission. 9:30 
am. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 

Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

TALK, PACIFIC PARK AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING 
INFO SESSION: The 
housing lottery for af-
fordable apartments at 
461 Dean Street is now 
open to households earn-
ing between $20,675 and 
$144,960. Attend the in-
formation session to learn 
more. RSVP to 461dean@
mutualhousingny.org. Free. 
6:30 pm. BAM Rose Cinema 
#4 [30 Lafayette Ave. at St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–8080 x224], 
affordable.461dean.com. 

WED, MAY 11
TALK, HOW TO READ ART: A 

discussion of the fundamen-
tals of how artists compose 
a picture, including color 
theory, texture, and other 
forces at work in visual art. 
$10. 7:30 pm. Anthony Philip 
Fine Art (56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and 
Grattan Street in Bushwick), 
www.anthonyphilipfi neart.
com. 

MUSIC, KID CONGO POW-
ERS AND THE PINK MON-
KEYBIRDS: $15. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

THURS, MAY 12
FILM, “THE BLUES BROTH-

ERS”: The classic comedy-
musical starring John 
Belushi, Dan Akyroyd, and 
every R&B star worth see-
ing. Free. 8 pm. McCarren 
Park (N. 12th Street and 
Bedford Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg). 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
Brooklyn Theater Club 
presents William Finn’s mu-
sical about dealing with a 
terminal illness. Each show 
recruits audience members 
for parts in the chorus! $18 
($15 in advance). 9 pm. 
Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer 
St. at N. Ninth Street in 
Williamsburg), www.brook-
lyntheatreclub.com. 

MUSIC, HOME BREWED 
OPERA — ALL FACHED 
UP: Opera on Tap throws 
out the rules for a show 
where classical singers 
perform country tunes, and 
baroque arias are done in 
the style of Beyonce. Free. 
9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FRI, MAY 13
MUSIC, BAYOU ’N’ BROOK-

LYN MUSIC FESTIVAL: An 
amazing line-up of Louisiana 
musicians in three days of 

music, dance, workshops, 
community jam sessions, 
and food. $25–$60. Noon. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Colum-
bia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

ART, CAT AND PUG SHOW 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Artists Deth P. Sun and 
Gemma Correll display their 
adorable cat and dog draw-
ings, resectively. Free. 7–9 
pm. Grumpy Bert [82 Bond 
St. between Atlantic Avenue 
and State Street in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 855–4849], www.
grumpybert.com. 

SAT, MAY 14
MUSIC, PUCCINI’S “MANON 

LESCAUT”: Regina Opera 
Company presents the Ital-
ian opera, with supertitles 
in English. $25 ($20 seniors, 
$5 teens, kids free). 3 pm. 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School Auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

BROOKLYN BIKE JUMBLE: 
Find a used or new bike, buy 
accessories and more at the 
fl ea market. Rain or shine. 
Free to browse. 10 am–4 
pm. Old Stone House (336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope), www.nybikejumble.
com.

Branching out: The Brooklyn Public Library will host 
“Bike the Branches” on May 7, a day-long cycling tour 
of the borough’s 60 public reading institutions, with 
guided tours setting out from the Central branch and 
prizes for those who hit the most spots.
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9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

RIMSHOT
Inside Brooklyn’s 
comedy nights
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

cording to one of the studio’s 
instructors.

“With a mirror it can turn 
into comparing and judgment 
— comparing yourself to the 
person next to you and ask-
ing, ‘Am I doing it as fast as 
them?’ ” said trainer Bree 
Branker.

Imax Shift is the first of 

several forthcoming Dumbo 
boutique fitness franchises 
where clients can emulate 
real-life workouts without 
getting their hands dirty. 

Splash-free rowing center 
chain Row House — where 
exercisers can  stroke up a 
storm on rowing machines 
next to artsy photos of wa-
ter  — is slated to open its first 

Brooklyn location on Pros-
pect Street. 

And a few doors down, 
Shadow Box — a Manhattan 
boxing gym  offering compli-
mentary beauty products but 
no blows to the head  — will 
also make its first foray into 
the borough later this year. 

Imax Shift [127 Plymouth 
St. at Adams Street in Dum-
bo,  (718) 858–1200, www.
imaxshift.com]. Classes 
start at $31. 

Continued from page 1

IMAX...

By Lauren Gill
for Brooklyn Paper

Sweating over stories and 
dealing with spin and back-
pedaling is part of any report-
er’s day — but never quite 
so literally as when I agreed 
to try out  cinema chain Im-
ax’s new Dumbo gym , where 
customers work out on exer-
cise bikes in front of a giant 
video screen.

One thing that isn’t typ-
ically part of a reporter’s 
day? Time to stay in shape. 
So when the company invited 
me to try a class at the Plym-
outh Street studio last Thurs-
day, I just hoped all the time 
I spend walking to commu-
nity board meetings and run-
ning for buses to collect po-
lice blotters had kept me in 

good enough condition to con-
quer the phenomenon that is 
spin class. 

After all, how hard could 
pushing pedals in front of 
Imax movies really be? 

The first clue came dur-
ing the head honcho’s intro-
duction.

“This is not entertainment 
— this is a workout,” Imax 
Shift’s chief executive Bryan 
Macovici warned the assem-
bled journalists.

The second came when I 
learned I am apparently the 
only 25-year-old woman in 

I MAXED
Reporter survives Imax’s 
new spin class — just

New York who has never 
taken a spin class before — 
at least judging by instructor 
Jesse Alexander’s surprised 
reaction when I told him it 
was my first time.

Still, when the lights went 
down and the screens fired 
up, it really did seem like en-
tertainment.

The visuals tricked me into 
thinking I was somehow defy-
ing gravity and riding across 
a tropical oasis. The music, 
which rotated between rock, 
hip-hop, and ear-grating elec-
tronic dance music bangers, 
sounded crisp as it pulsed out 
of the Imax speakers.

I pedaled along as we flew 
over the jungle and through 
outer space, boasting to my-
self that I wasn’t even that 
out of shape. 

It wasn’t until the 20-min-
ute mark — when Alexander 
said, “We’re going to have a 
Kendrick Lamar moment,” 
and his song “Backseat Free-
style” started blaring over the 

speakers — that I started to 
notice the beads of sweat 
pouring down my face and 
my legs burning. 

I wished Imax had in-
stalled fans and misters for 
a truly immersive jungle and 
seaside experience.

About 30 minutes in, I 
started to feel nauseous. The 
bagel I’d eaten for breakfast 
was moving around my in-
sides. But I refused to give 
in, convincing myself that be-
ing the reporter that threw up 
all over the Imax Shift floor 
would make for an even bet-
ter story. 

I just tried to concentrate 
on making it through the rest 
of the class without christen-
ing the auditorium, and the 
visuals in front of me were a 
welcome distraction — even 
if it was increasingly more 
difficult to focus on them. 

I wondered how anyone 
could ever enjoy staring at 
themselves in a giant mir-
ror as they did this and re-
joiced that I got to watch a 
movie instead. 

Finally, after 45 minutes, 
the class was over. I left the 
studio sweaty, red-faced, and 
exhausted — but nevertheless 
surging with endorphins and 
feeling motivated to get back 
on my fitness game. 

Living on a reporter’s sal-
ary means I don’t exactly have 
the moolah to pay for multi-
ple Dumbo Shift classes ev-
ery week, but I would defi-
nitely go back a few more 
times when I have the cash. 
And that’s no spin. 
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Ace reporter Lauren Gill is exhausted but in high 
spirits after her 45-minute Dumbo Shift class — and 
it shows.

REPORTER’S 
NOTEBOOK
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M
ost people moving to 
the Upper West Side 
don’t expect to live 

in a mansion with a pool in 
the back. But neither are they 
jonesing to live in an apart-
ment the size of a 2001 Honda 
Accord.

That’s exactly what Felice 
Cohen did, for four years. 
Though she recently moved 
two avenues away into the rel-
ative luxury of a 490-square-
foot studio — “There’s tons 
of space!” — she squeezed 
everything she learned about 
appreciating the small things 
into a new book, “90 Lessons 
for Living Large in 90 Square 
Feet (…or more).”

“I wanted to leave my full-
time crazy busy job,” says 
Cohen, now 45, explaining 
her micro-housing decision. 
“And I wanted to finish writ-
ing my first book. It’s about 
my grandfather, a Holocaust 
survivor.” She also wanted 
enough time to travel, ride her 
bike, and play tennis. (Who 

doesn’t?) The catch was: She 
didn’t want to leave the city 
to do it.

She didn’t even want to 
leave Manhattan.

That’s exactly the kind of 
creative soul former Mayor 
Bloomberg was thinking of 
when he announced a com-
plex of mini-apartments rang-
ing from 260 to 360 square 
feet to be built in the E. 20s. 
He proudly touted the fact 
that these would let regular 
folks find affordable homes 
for a mere $2,000 to $3,000 
a month.

That’s a billionaire for you. 
Cohen’s apartment measured 
just 12 by 7-and-a-half feet, 
but the tab for her prime loca-
tion between Lincoln Center 
and Central Park was a frac-
tion of the Bloomberg pads’: 
$700 a month. That meant 
she didn’t have to work full 
time to afford it. 

Cohen, whose father was a 
bankruptcy attorney, said she 
grew up knowing not to spend 

what she didn’t have. She also 
took note of her grandmoth-
er’s trajectory, going from 
a 13-room house, to a two-
bedroom condo, to a nurs-
ing home room. 

“When she died, all her 
possessions fit into one 
cardboard box,” says Co-
hen. Surely there was a les-
son there on how little we 
truly need. 

But it still took Cohen a 
little while to absorb that les-
son. Before she moved into 
the tiny space, she packed 
up 77 boxes and put them 
into storage.    

It’s possible you’ve already 

seen her tiny space. A  video 
“tour” of Cohen’s apartment  
has garnered more than 11 
million views on YouTube. 
On it, you see that she doesn’t 
have a kitchen, but she does 
have a fridge, a hot pot and 
a toaster. 

She’s got a loft bed, of 
course — in New York, when 
you need space, the only place 
to go is up. And she’s got a 
desk, a comfy reading chair, 
and a bathroom that looks 
completely normal (to a New 
Yorker). Come to think of it, 
my husband and I lived in 
about 400 square feet for a 
few years and it didn’t seem 

nutty either.
Which is precisely Cohen’s 

point: We can all live with-
out half of what we own. We 
have closets full of clothes we 
barely wear. We save some-
thing for “just in case,” and 
“just in case” never comes.

It should come as no sur-
prise that Cohen’s other job 
is a professional organizer. If 
you can’t afford her $150-per-
hour service, she’s got a cou-
ple of great suggestions: Go 
through just one section at 
a time — your kitchen cab-
inets, sock collection, what-
ever. Set a timer for 20 or 
30 minutes, so you don’t feel 
overwhelmed. And remem-
ber, you don’t have to toss 
the things you loved. Give 
them to a friend, or charity. 
What you’re getting rid of 
may end up helping some-
one else. 

In the end, Cohen got rid 
of her tiny apartment only be-
cause she was evicted. Sub-
letting, a new landlord, yada, 

yada, yada. It doesn’t get 
more Manhattan than that. 
That’s when her grandfather 
stepped in. 

“He said, ‘Enough al-
ready! Buy a place! You lived 
in a shoebox to write about 
my life. Now make sure you 
buy some good furniture and 
enjoy your life.’ ” He gave 
her a down payment for the 
new studio.

By the time Cohen moved 
in, she had gotten rid of those 
77 boxes in storage. It’s 
likely most of us could get 
rid of whatever we’re stor-
ing, too. 

“It’s about living large on 
your own terms,” summed up 
Cohen. “Not being stressed to 
pay bills for stuff you don’t 
even use.” 

Maybe freedom’s just an-
other word for nothing left 
to store.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at CCCCCoooommmeeee tttrrraaaaiiinnn bbbbeeeeaaaaccccCCCCCoooommmmmeeee tttttrrrrraaaaaiiiiinnnnn bbbbbeeeeaaaaacccchhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkklllyyynnnn’’’’ssss oooonnnnllyyy ccccoooommmm lllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaammmppppuuuussss aaaatttmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolllllllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaaammmmmppppuuuussss aaaaattttt
Kingsborough Community College! 

hhhssssiiiddddeeee aaaattt BBBrrrooooooookkklllyyyynnn ssss oooonnnhhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkkllllyyynnnn ssss oooonnnnllyyyy ccccoooommmlllyyy ccccoooommmmmmmuuuunnniiitttyyyy ccccoooolmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolll
KKKKKiiiiinnnnngggggssssbbbbboooorrrrroooouuuugggghhhhh CCCCCoooommmmmmmmmmuuuunnnnniiiiitttttyyyy CCCCCoooolllllllllleeeeggggeeee!!!!KKKKiiiinnnnggggssssbbbboooorrrroooouuugggghhhh CCCCoooommmmmmmmuunnnniiiittttyyy CCCCoooollllleeeeggggeeee!!

 

We offer Affordable Job Training with  
Nationally Recognized Certification,  

Job Placement Assistance and College Credits! 

Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at
Kingsborough Community College!

 
 

 

Crazy Manhattanites and tiny apartments

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They were bathing in the 
“Purple Rain” — and also the 
actual rain.

Hundreds of Prince fans 
filled Fort Greene Park last 
Friday to celebrate the legend-
ary musician’s life and work, 
enduring spring showers to 
dance to the artist formerly 
known as Love Symbol’s clas-

sic tracks, according to one 
attendee.

“It was a fun but sad event,” 
said Tanya Mandusow. “Ev-
erybody was upbeat and we 
all enjoyed hearing the songs 
that we love.” 

Attendees grooved on the 
damp grass as local disc jock-
eys spun the innovator’s tunes 
for three hours, then snuggled 
on the grass as “Purple Rain” 
played on a giant projector 

Fort purple!
Prince fans swarm park 
to celebrate idol in rain!

once the sun went down. 
Mandusow said she wasn’t 

always a fan of the Purple 
One, but his death — and 
the subsequent public cele-
bration of his life — made 
her realize what a genius 
he was.

“It was like living in the 
time of Mozart and he’s our 
Mozart and it was like, ‘Wow, 
what a loss,’ ” she said.

Borough President Adams 
and Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Fort Greene) or-
ganized the shindig to re-

member the iconic musician’s 
life and pay tribute to Kings 
County’s love for the enter-
tainment legend, according 
to a Borough Hall release. 

The Beep’s favorite Prince 
tune is “When Doves Cry,” 
according to a spokesman.

(Above left) Speed Ice showed off his love for Prince at Fort Greene Park 
on Friday. Revelers danced to the icon’s tunes as rain came down before a 
screening of “Purple Rain.”
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

April flowers brought May 
showers!

A big crowd turned out for 
the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den’s cherry blossom festi-
val under sunny skies on Sat-
urday, April 30, while soggy 
weather put a damper on num-
bers the following day — May 
1. But those who did brave the 
stormy skies for the park’s an-
nual celebration of Japanese 
culture say it was worth it to 
enjoy the festivities without 
the usual hordes. 

“We want a good turnout, 
but I liked that there weren’t as 
many people,” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Nitza Jones, 
who has been attending with 
her husband and nieces for the 
past five or six years. “Usu-
ally when it’s nice out it’s re-
ally crowded — so having a 
few less was good.”

Guests at Sunday’s edition 
of the weekend-long event — 

Cherries on top
Crowds for Sakura Matsuri, rain or shine

officially called Sakura Mat-
suri — sheltered under um-
brellas to take in the fair’s fare 
of tea ceremonies, dance per-
formances, martial arts dem-
onstrations, J-pop concerts, 
and manga comic work-
shops.

The floral festival  is also  
a popular gathering for cos-
players — people who like to 

dress up as cartoon charac-
ters — and Jones said her ex-
tended family and others still 
came in costume despite the 
inclement weather.

Jones came as Batman bad-
die Harley Quinn, and said her 
teen nieces also loved getting 
into character and taking self-
ies with other guests in pop-
culture-inspired couture. 

One of many Japanese drumming performances 
during the two-day festival.
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HAS YOUR ROOF RECOVERED FROM WINTER?

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous

718-833-3508
513 72nd Street, Brooklyn

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$850
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

The Trusted Name In Roofi ng
SINCE 1979

SUPERSUPER
ROOFERROOFER

Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 4, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

9-Month CD

1.11%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They are fighting the 
power! 

Williamsburg residents 
and pols are firing up their 
efforts to stop a planned float-
ing power plant in the Wal-
labout Channel after finding 
out about it just days before the 
end of the public comment pe-
riod — demanding the federal 
government give them more 
time to research and weigh 
in on the gas-burning barge 
that many worry will pump 
noise and air pollution into 
the neighborhood.

“This project raises serious 
concerns about boaters’ ac-
cess to the channel and pub-
lic health and safety,” said 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D–
Williamsburg), who fought 
a similar proposal a decade 
ago. “Before any final deci-
sions are made, there must be 
a full public review and input 
from the community.”

Many critics say they only 
learned of developer Sef In-
dustries’ plan to moor a 
79-megawatt natural gas gen-
erator  the length of a luxury 
yacht  in the water off the Navy 
Yard  when this paper broke 
the news on April 25 . 

It did come up briefly at a 
Community Board 1 meet-
ing on April 12, but some in 
attendance claim they didn’t 
realize what was really being 
discussed at the time.

The Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is in charge of 
the passage, was only taking 
comments on the fossil-fuel-
firing dynamo from members 
of the public until April 30, 
but residents and local lead-
ers say it wasn’t enough time 
— especially given the com-
pany’s public plans are very 
light on specifics.

State Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Greenpoint), Council-

Hit the gas
W’burg residents, pols 
fi ght fl oating power plant

man Steve Levin (D–Wil-
liamsburg) and the chairs of 
Community Boards 1 and 2 
penned a joint letter to the 
federal agency last Tuesday 
demanding those in the cor-
ridors of power host a public 
hearing, extend the comment 
period, and reveal more de-
tails about the barge. 

A rep for Squadron’s office 
said the Army Corps of En-
gineers told him it wouldn’t 
decide whether to grant their 
wishes until the end of the of-
ficial comment period.

Velazquez and Lentol bat-
tled a similar proposal from 
Sef in 2003, and  a coalition 
of local activists  called Stop 
the Barge ultimately sunk the 
scheme with a lawsuit argu-
ing they weren’t given enough 

time to offer their two cents. 
The group says it is back in 
contact with its attorney about 
the new iteration.  

And at least one local says 
he and others are already plan-
ning to leave the nabe if they 
aren’t successful in stopping 
it this time around.

“I would relocate out of the 
area, and perhaps the borough, 
if the plant was built on the 
channel and I know I wouldn’t 
be alone,” said a Williamsburg 
man who lives at the opening 
of the channel on Kent Avenue 
and asked not to be named in 
case he does end up needing 
to sell his property. 

Sunset Parkers already live 
next to several of the big buoy-
ant batteries —  one of which 
exploded in 2012 .

The Wallabout Channel, where developer Sef In-
dustries wants to float a gas-burning power plant.

By Anna Ruth Ramos
for Brooklyn Paper

They’ve got it down to a 
fine martial art!

Dozens of Brooklynites 
gathered at Grand Army Plaza 
for a free tai chi lesson on 
April 30 — also known as 
World Tai Chi Day — cour-
tesy of Park Slope’s Brook-
lyn Kung Fu and Tai Chi 
Academy.

The Windsor Place studio 
gets into the spirit of the event 
every year by holding a gra-
tis class, said a spokesman 
for the school, and around 50 
people showed up to take part 
in this year’s iteration.

“We see ourselves as part 
of a real world tai chi com-
munity,” said Ryan Milov-
Cordoba, who trains at the 
school. “Turnout was good 
this year.” 

The academy has been 

teaching the fighting arts 
at its Windsor Place studio 
for 20 years ago, and also 
practices near Prospect 

Park’s bandshell.
The center may return to 

the public plaza for the 2017 it-
eration, but is also considering 

hosting the free class in front 
of the Central Library nearby 
or in Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Milov-Cordoba said.

World Tai Chi Day in Slope

Around 50 people gathered for a morning of tai chi at Grand Army Plaza on 
April 30 in honor of World Tai Chi Day.
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To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction,  please call 
Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Dr. Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco
Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith

Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson
Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
Chinita Pointer

Beareather Reddy
Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria 
     Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

HONOREES

Publication date – May 20, 2016

Join Us!
Gala Dinner 

& Award Ceremony
Tuesday, June 7 at

RSVP: May 20th

$100/person
8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, 
and VH-1.

Cocktail hour 5:30 pm

To purchase the tickets on Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony go to brooklyndaily.com/wodevent

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

This shindig was ship-
shape!

Hundreds of artists and the 
people who love them flocked 
to a Navy Yard warehouse on 
April 28 for public art orga-
nization Creative Time’s an-
nual gala, and attendees can’t 
stop raving about how great 
the former shipyard factory 
looked decked out with art-
works, lights, and party dec-
orations.

“It really was a spectacu-
lar space,” said Suzanne Co-
chran, who is co-chair of Cre-
ative Time’s board. “It was 

so beautiful.”
The factory — which will  

 soon  be home to  embattled lo-
cal chocolatier  Mast Brothers 
— sported a “Miami” theme 
that included beach chairs and 
themed cocktails to celebrate 
guest of honor Craig Robins, 
a real estate developer and 
art collector famed for cre-
ating the Florida city’s high-
end “design district.”

The gala, which ultimately 
raised $40,000 for the group, 
also honored contemporary 
installation artist Rirkrit Ti-
ravanija —  best known for 
cooking Thai food as part 
of his pieces  — who printed 

napkins for every seat, Co-
chran said. 

The group chose the Navy 
Yard space in part because 
it is near the site of the Cre-
ative Time’s next big perfor-
mance piece, “Fly By Night” 
— in which Red Hook art-
ist and pigeon keeper Duke 
Riley  will guide thousands 
of birds to fly in formation 
above the Fort Greene indus-
trial park  sporting tiny lights 
on their tiny legs. 

The organization is re-
nowned for its attention-
grabbing, large-scale works, 
which include the two mas-
sive searchlights that shone 

in place of the original World 
Trade Center to commemo-
rate Sept. 11, and  the 35-foot 
sugar coated sphinx-woman 
statue  that artist Kara Walker 
created inside Williamsburg’s 
old Domino Sugar factory in 
2014

Likewise, Cochran says, 
the outfit always chooses eye-
popping locations for its an-
nual shindigs — last year’s 
was inside a 125-year-old ca-
thedral.

“They’re usually in very 
unique, crazy spaces people 
haven’t seen before,” she said. 
“They’re not like any other 
benefit.”

Arty party, me hearties! 
Art org throws massive gala in newly chic Navy Yard

the wrong way on a one-way 
street in Clinton Hill when the 
driver of a car ran over her 
while turning onto the street 
on April 15. 

Officials eventually re-
vised the report after a wit-

ness came forward to say that 
Davis was in fact riding with 
traffic, but news outlets — 
 including this one  — had al-
ready run reports on the reck-
less cycling and Steely White 
says the damage is done.

“It really perpetuates a 

Continued from page 1

CRASHES...

Bill Gianakos has been promoted to Senior Vice President, Di-
rector of Retail Sales and Wealth Management for Flushing Bank. 
Bill joined Flushing Bank in 2014 and is responsible for the im-
plementation and coordination of sales strategies and incentive 
compensation programs for the retail branch network. Addition-
ally, Bill is responsible for the Wealth Management business which 
includes Investments and Premier Banking. 

Bill has more than 42 years of banking industry experience. Prior 
to Flushing Bank, he worked at Citibank for 24 years and held vari-
ous senior leadership roles including Telemarketing Sales Director, 
Retail Sales Director, and Area Director. 

Bill has served on the Board of Directors for the Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning since 2002 and was the 2007- 2010 Board Chair and President.

Judy Ng was promoted to Senior Vice President, Area Manager – 
Queens overseeing nine Flushing Bank branches in Queens, New 
York. She is responsible for managing the sales efforts and growth 
of these branches. Judy joined Flushing Bank in April 2014 as Vice 
President, Area Manager Asian Market.

Judy has extensive experience in the fi nancial services indus-
try in a variety of roles at HSBC and Chase including First Vice-
President of the Metro NY Personal Financial Services Learning & 
Development Team, Premier Segment Leader, and District Sales 
Leader for the Queens and Bronx Districts. 

Judy is actively involved in community and charitable organiza-
tions including as a board member of Queens Botanical Garden. 

She is dedicated to helping new Asian immigrants assimilate into the United States, and is fl uent 
in English, Cantonese, and Mandarin.

Diane Walsh has been promoted to Senior Vice President, 
Area Manager – Metro Markets overseeing ten Flushing Bank 
branches in Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Long Island. Her respon-
sibilities include managing operational integrity, business devel-
opment and staff development for these locations.

Diane joined Flushing Bank in March 2014 as Vice President, 
Area Manager Long Island/Manhattan. She has more than 30 
years of banking industry experience and has spent the majority 
of her career on the retail side, primarily at Citibank, with past 
roles that included Area Manager, Small Business Area Man-
ager, and Division Manager. 

Diane is dedicated to delivering an exceptional experience to 
her customers while successfully developing and mentoring her team.

Flushing Bank announced several promotions to support the Bank’s 
continued growth and expansion in 2016, and to better serve our customers.

cycle of road crime where 
reckless drivers are given a 
pass and the people who they 
happen to mow down are ac-
ceptable collateral damage,” 
he said. 

The District Attorney’s of-
fice is now looking into press-
ing charges against the driver 
who mowed down Davis.

Police have issued the truck 

driver who ran over Gregg 
with five summonses for driv-
ing off route and maintenance 
violations. A spokeswoman 
said the investigation is still 
ongoing. 

The 78th Precinct refused 
to comment, and the 88th Pre-
cinct, which covers Clinton 
Hill, did not return requests 
for comment. 

Attendees at Creative Time’s gala in a Navy Yard warehouse say the space looked spectacular.
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I N S I D E  &  O U T

your

M
any homeowners 
dream of giving their 
kitchens a full-scale 

remodel. Though such a proj-
ect can give a kitchen an en-
tirely new look, that look does 
not come cheap. According to 
Remodeling magazine’s 2013 
“Cost vs. Value Report,” hom-
eowners can expect to spend 
more than $53,000 on a major 
kitchen remodel and recoup 
just below 70 percent of that 
cost at resale. So while the 
idea of a full-scale kitchen 
remodel might be a dream 
project, the cost of such an 
undertaking is beyond many 
homeowners’ budgets.

But homeowners who can-
not afford a full remodel can 
still give their kitchens a new 
look and can do so for rel-
atively little money. Paint-
ing kitchen cabinets a new 
color or simply giving fad-
ing cabinets a fresh coat of 
paint can instantly add life 
to a kitchen. The following 
are a few tips:

Assess existing 
cabinets

Some materials, includ-
ing wood and metal, can be 
repainted without much of a 
fuss. But other materials, in-
cluding plastic laminate, are 
not so amenable to repaint-
ing, and will likely require 
specialty paints. 

Homeowners with plas-
tic laminate cabinets should 
first paint a spot or two with 
a sample paint, being careful 
to choose a spot that’s con-
cealed. If the paint bonds well 
to the plastic laminate, then 
you can go forward and buy 
enough paint to redo all of the 

cabinets. If the paint does not 
take, consult a professional to 
find a paint that’s likely to be 
a better fit. 

Plan for ornate 
cabinets to take a 
little longer 

Painting projects will go 
faster when cabinets have flat 
fronts, but they can take con-
siderably longer when cabi-
nets are unique and more de-
tailed. 

Remove doors and 
hardware

When painting cabinets, 
it’s best to essentially disas-
semble them, removing the 
doors, handles, knobs, latches, 
and any additional hardware. 
When removing hardware, 
be sure to set them aside in 
clearly marked plastic bags so 
it’s easier to reassemble the 
cabinets once the fresh coat 
of paint has dried. 

As doors are removed, 
number each door and its 
corresponding location, much 
like products that require as-
sembly are numbered at the 
factory. This makes it easier 
to reassemble and ensures the 
cabinets and their hinges will 
align properly.

Don’t paint dirty 
surfaces 

Cabinet surfaces have 
likely collected their share 
of dirt, grease, and grime 
over the years, so you want 
to clean these surfaces thor-
oughly before painting. Once 
surfaces have been cleaned, 
rinse them off and give them 
ample time to dry.

Freshly painted cabinets can give a kitchen an en-
tirely new and fresh look at a fraction of the cost of 
a full-scale kitchen remodel.

How to add fresh 
color to your 

kitchen cabinets

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This isn’t your grandma’s 
electric bike!

A Cobble Hill cycle store 
is peddling a new battery-
powered bike that is a far ride 
from the illicit motorized de-
livery bikes that plague the 
borough’s streets, according 
to an employee. For one thing, 
they’re totally legal, and for 
another, they actually look 
cool, he said.

“A lot of people don’t want 
to buy an electric bicycle be-
cause they’re ugly or for old 
people,” said Brent van As-
sen, a Prospect Heights res-
ident who manages the Van 
Moof store on Baltic Street 
near Court Street. “Most of 
the time people don’t know 
it’s an electric bicycle until 
you tell them.”

The city made most electric 
bikes illegal in 2004, but Van 
Moof’s version is permitted 
because it requires the user to 

do most of the work to power 
it and does not depend solely 
on the motor to operate, ac-
cording to a rep for the po-
lice department.

The high-tech rides have 
a small motor in the front 
wheel hub that gives riders 
some extra oomph as they 
pedal, but switches off after 
the two-wheeler reaches 21.5 
miles per hour. 

The bikes — which cost 
between $2,000 to $3,000 
— come with a touch screen, 
where riders select how much 
assistance they want while rid-
ing. Van Assen claims that the 
motor is barely audible and 
people on the street wouldn’t 
be able to pick out an electric 
bike from a traditional bike. 

“The sound that you hear is 
the sound of the tires against 
the road,” he said. 

There is still some extra 
leg-work involved — it takes 
six hours to recharge the bat-
tery to full capacity, he said. 

It’s electric!
This battery-powered bike 
is legal, sold in Brooklyn

But once it is juiced up, it lasts 
for 75 miles — enough to ride 
over the Brooklyn Bridge and 
back 38 times.

That is just as well, as 
Van Assen says many of the 
people who come in looking 
for the souped-up cycles are 

commuters who need some 
extra help as they pedal over 
bridges and hills on their way 
to the office — or moms who 
want a leg-up while carting 
around their youngsters.

“A lot of people who com-
mute from Brooklyn to Man-

hattan and think the bridges 
or distances are too much are 
looking at them,” he said. 

Try out an electric bike 
at Van Moof [269 Baltic St. 
between Court and Smith 
streets in Cobble Hill, (347) 
227–7477].

Brent Van Assen is peddling — and pedaling — electric bikes at Van Moof.
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By Anna Ruth Ramos
for Brooklyn Paper

Clients at Downtown’s 
Helen Keller Services for the 
Blind — an organization that 
offers training and support 
for the legally blind — are 
hard at work designing, as-
sembling, and selling Moth-
er’s Day gift baskets ahead of 
the May 8 holiday.

The organization pays the 
basket-builders for their labor, 
and the crafters say it feels 
great to do meaningful work 
that they know will brighten 
recipients’ days. 

“I feel happy and I’m do-
ing this for a good cause,” said 
Tracy Dixon, who worked as 
a mail clerk for more than 
12 years when she started 
to lose her sight, and is now 
able to put many of her cler-
ical skills to use in the bas-
ket program. 

Dixon has been a client 
at Helen Keller for the past 
year — where she now takes 
computer classes, and partici-
pates in a book club and group 

UNHAMPERED! 
Mother’s Day baskets made by the blind

therapy — and says the or-
ganization’s programs keep 
her going.

“We do this for hope,” 
Dixon said. “There are some 
things we can do.” 

The wicker-workers have 
created two baskets for pam-
pering the family matriarch 
— one containing Italian 
food, the other beauty prod-

ucts — and organizers ex-
pect they will sell and as-
semble 80 to 100 before the 
special day.

Helen Keller first launched 
the gift basket program for 
Valentine’s Day, and hopes 
to eventually expand it year-
round.

You can order a basket at 
www.helenkeller.org.

Tracy Dixon, a client of Hellen Keller Services for 
the Blind, creates Mother’s Day gift baskets at the 
organization’s Downtown headquarters on April 
29.
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THE NEW SOUND OF BROOKLYN
LISTEN TO BROOKLYN PAPER RADIO EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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