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BROOKLYN’S CHOICE FOR QUALITY, CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE

ProHEALTHURGENTCARE.COM 1-888-500-5656 • MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM • SAT & SUN: 9AM-6PM

26 Court Street in Brooklyn Heights
between Remsen and Montague

330 Court Street in Carol Garden
between Sackett and Union

• 5 New Brooklyn Locations • Open 7 Days A Week • No Appointment Needed • Most Insurances Accepted

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Their goose is cooked!
A family of adorable baby geese 

living on the polluted Gowanus Ca-
nal will soon die after being cov-
ered in the waterway’s toxic waste, 
according to a longtime guardian 
of the noxious stretch. 

“Those little goslings are go-
ing to get coal tar all over them 
and they’re goners,” said John Lip-
scomb, who has been captaining a 
boat on the waters of the Gowanus 
as part of water advocacy group 
Riverkeeper for 15 years.

Lipscomb spotted the Canada 
goose goslings and their parents 
on a trip along Brooklyn’s Nauti-
cal Purgatory on April 25 — in the 
Canal and Turning Basins between 

the Third Street and Ninth Street 
bridges — as first reported by  local 
blog Pardon Me for Asking .

They are the first goslings he 
has ever seen in the canal since he 
began patrolling its fetid waters 
more than a decade ago. 

But the coal tar that infests the 
waters — thanks to  gas compa-
nies using the canal as a dump-
ing ground for years  — will soon 
build up on the tiny baby birds’ 
feathers, causing them to mat and 
separate, and they will either per-
ish from being too hot or too cold, 
Lipscomb predicts. 

That’s if they don’t die from 
ingesting the toxic matter first, 
he said.

Then, they will join a menagerie 
of other creatures who have met 
their maker in the filthy, watery 
grave in recent years — includ-
ing a  dolphin  and  a baby whale 
named Sludgie . 

The Gowanus will likely be the 
only water the goslings will ever 
know, according to Lipscomb — 
the tiny birds were probably wet-
ting their webbed feet for the first 
time when he laid eyes on them 
last month. 

“The little goslings were born 
somewhere on the shoreline and 
these were their first excursions 
into the water,” he said. 

DYIN’ GOSLINGS
These baby geese in the Gowanus are toast

Dead!
The whale, 2007

The dolphin, 2013

A Canada goose couple and their goslings swim along the fetid Gowanus Canal in April, 
but they’re paddling on borrowed time, according to a steward of the waterway — the 
channel’s toxic goop will soon build up on their feathers and kill them.
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Dead!

clearly doomed!
Wild
 Brooklyn

See GEESE  on page 4

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

This is one way to get a park 
looking like a million bucks.

The state could seize a Williams-
burg waterfront property the city 
has long promised to buy and use 
to expand Bushwick Inlet Park then 
slap Mayor DeBlasio with a $1-mil-
lion fine every year he doesn’t turn 
it into green space, if local law-
makers succeed in passing a new 
bill they hope will force Hizzoner 
into action.

“My objective was to allow the 
[state] to buy the property, give it 
to the city, and say, ‘We’ve got you 
a park Mr. Mayor — now it’s your 
job to outfit it,’ ” said Assembly-

man Joe Lentol (D–Greenpoint), 
who drafted the legislation with 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Williamsburg).

The pair say they got sick of 
the city claiming it can’t afford to 
purchase the 11-acre CitiStorage 
warehouse at 10th Street,  which 
it needs to finish the 28-acre park  
that officials promised to build be-
tween the East River and Kent Av-
enue as compensation for rezoning 
much of the waterfront for luxury 
housing in 2005.

Lentol and Squadron’s bill al-
lows the state to seize the prop-
erty via eminent domain — which 
means the owner has to sell, but 
receives a market-rate price — and 

then work out a deal to either give 
or sell it to DeBlasio. 

Once the land changes hands, 
the state could then slug the city 
with a penalty of a million smac-
keroos for every year it doesn’t 
build the park.

A senate committee just ap-
proved the legislation, which the 
lawmakers say is a promising sign 
the Republican-controlled house 
will actually vote on it this ses-
sion.

But even if it clears both houses, 
Gov. Cuomo would still need to 
sign off on the plan. He spiked 
Lentol’s last do-gooding eminent 
domain bill —  to seize an imper-
iled Williamsburg senior center  

— though this one offers a par-
ticularly high-profile chance for 
the governor to show up his nem-
esis DeBlasio.  

One legal expert says it would 
be very unusual for a government 
body to use eminent domain to 
force another into paying for land 
— though it is common for the 
state to lump city pols with un-
wanted programs.

“This is a constant criticism of 
the state by virtually every munic-
ipality — that the state tries to take 
credit for programs that provide 
benefit to the public, and then shifts 
the costs onto the municipality,” 
said Stewart Sterk, a professor of 
real estate law at the Benjamin N. 

Cardozo School of Law.
Lentol insists the bill would 

only allow the state to seize the 
land, however — the transfer to 
the city would be a separate deal 
between the two parties, and the 
only pressure for it to agree or 
pay would come from members 
of the public. 

And locals backing the legisla-
tion say it is only asking city of-
ficials to do something they de-
vised in the first place.

“It’s promised as a park,” said 
Greenpoint resident Steve Chesler, 
who is a member of activist group 
Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park. 
“It’s not like they’re taking peo-
ple’s homes away — it’s definitely 

Bill pits DeBlasio vs. Cuomo over parkland
State could sieze land to fi nish Bushwick Inlet Park, fi ne city $1M for inaction

State lawmakers want to seize this old storage facility so 
the city can make good on its 11-year-old promise to turn 
it into parkland.
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for the common good, for the tax-
payers.”

Indeed, CitiStorage owner 
Norm Brodsky does wants to sell 
the property —  much of which 
burned down last year . 

He claims it is worth upwards 
of $325 million, though the park 

activists believe $75 million to $92 
million would be a more realistic 
price tag, as the land is not zoned 
for residential buildings and De-
Blasio has promised  he won’t re-
zone it for housing .

A City Hall spokeswoman says it 
is currently reviewing the bill.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

F this!
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority will cut rush-hour 
F-train service in half at six Brown-
stone Brooklyn stops next year 
in order to create an express ser-
vice for more far-flung users of the 
line, officials announced Monday, 
angering local straphangers who 
say they will have to suffer longer 
wait times and dangerously over-
crowded stations as a result. 

“I’m not happy,” said Wind-
sor Terrace resident Aurelie Leto-
card, who rides the F between Jay 
Street–MetroTech and her home 
near the 15th Street–Prospect Park 
stop during her daily commute 
to and from Manhattan. “Jay is 
already absolutely horrible, so if 
people hear it’s an express and 
don’t take it, the platform is go-
ing to be extremely busy.”

And the transit agency’s own 
data is providing them with am-
munition against the plan, which 
will see every second orange bul-
let heading towards Manhattan in 
the morning, and Coney Island in 
the evening, zoom past the Ber-
gen Street, Carroll Street, Smith–
Ninth, Fourth Avenue, 15th Street, 
and Fort Hamilton Parkway stops 
starting in fall 2017.

 OUTTA HERE! 
New express train will halve rush-hour service at Brownstone stops 

F
WHICH STOPS 
ARE AFFECTED?
• Bergen Street
• Carroll Street
• Smith–Ninth
• Fourth Avenue
• 15th Street
• Fort Hamilton Parkway

A  study  — which it  completed 
a year ago but refused to release  
until this week — found 51 percent 
of passengers on the line will be 
“inconvenienced,” waiting up to 
five minutes more for their rides, 
and predicts particularly bad bot-
tlenecks at the Bergen and Car-
roll stops as crowds attempt to exit 
their narrow staircases. 

Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) laid into agency hon-
chos at a hearing in City Hall on 
Monday after learning about the 
plan via a  Daily News report  that 
morning then finally getting a look 
at the long suppressed study, ac-
cusing them of sucker-punching 
him with the scheme that will 
“screw” tens of thousands of his 
constituents.

“Now that I’ve read the report 
I understand why you’ve blind-
sided us,” he said. “Stations, your 

own data shows, will be night-
marish.”

Lander is one of many Down-
town leaders who previously sup-
ported reviving the express — a 
 longtime cause celebre of Southern 

Brooklyn reps and residents , who 
stand to shave up to seven minutes 
off their commute — but  only on 
the condition it comes with more 
trains to bolster the local service , 
and now say they can’t support 

their neighbors’ good fortune if 
comes at their expense.  

“It just doesn’t work with-
out additional trains,” said Gary 
Reilly, a former Community Board 
6 chair,  who was one of the plan’s 

most vocal Northern supporters . 
“We always wanted to see an in-
crease in overall service on the 
line so you’re not robbing Peter 
to pay Paul.”

The study argues the spurned 
straphangers will still benefit from 
the trains racing past their noses 
because their own carriages will 
feel a little less like sardine cans, 
but riders say that won’t make up 
for the chaos on platforms or the 
delays.

“I’d rather be on a more crowded 
train that gets me there quickly 

Commuters use the narrow exit at the Bergen Street Station, 
where the Metropolitan Transportation Authority predicts 
rush-hour straphangers will have to stand in line on the plat-
form for around 42 seconds to even get on the staircase once 
it introduces the express F service next year.
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NEW F EXPRESS 
DIVIDES BKLYN! 

SEE PAGE 8

than a less crowded train that takes 
longer,” said Mike Racioppo, who 
is the vice-chair of Community 
Board 6 and lives off the Carroll 
Street stop.

A spokesman for the author-
ity stressed that it is still at the 
beginning of the planning pro-
cess, and said its reps will em-
bark on a tour of meetings with 
relevant community boards and 
politicians’ offices. 

But the study doesn’t portend 
well for their chances of convinc-
ing the agency to add more local 
trains — it claims there are none to 
spare, and the line only has room 
for one or two more an hour any-
way — or restoring and reopen-
ing  the fire-ravaged  lower level of 
Bergen Street as an extra express 
stop — which it says would cost 
more than $75 million.

Half of F trains will race past the Smith–Ninth stop as of next fall.
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Planned Service Changes

D
WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
May 20-23

No D service between 59 St-Columbus Circle and Stillwell Av

D service runs between 205 St and 59 St-Columbus Circle, and via 

the A to/from Chambers St

F ( Q ) trains and free shuttle buses provide alternate service

Travel Alternatives:
• Free shuttle buses run between W 4 St and Grand St, stopping at B’way-Lafayette St.
• To/from 7 Av, use the ( Q ) at the nearby 57 St-7 Av station, or use the nearby 50 St 1 station. 

Transfer between 1 and D trains at 59 St-Columbus Circle.
• For 47-50 Sts, 42 St-Bryant Pk, 34 St-Herald Sq, and B’way-Lafayette St, transfer to the 

F at W 4 St.
• In Brooklyn, take the ( instead. ( trains are rerouted via the D between 36 St and Stillwell Av 

in both directions. Transfer between D and ( trains at Times Sq-42 St/Port Authority.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit mta.info 
– where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  TripPlanner+, and sign 
up for free email and text alerts.

 © 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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Brooklyngored.heart.org      #GoRedBrooklyn

To sponsor or buy a table, contact Maggie Beaute-Lucien,
at 212.878.5953 or via email Maggie.lucien@heart.org

BROOKLYN GO RED
FOR WOMEN BREAKFAST

2016

featuring 
keynote speaker

Kim Cole
Comedian 
and Actress

JUNE 16, 2016 • 8AM
New York Marriott
at the Brooklyn Bridge,
333 Adams Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

National Sponsor Cities Go Red Sponsor Gold Sponsor

Media SponsorSilver Sponsor

The Go Red for Women 
campaign celebrates women 
joining together to increase 
awareness and raise funds to 
support education and 
advance research 
specifically targeted to 
address heart disease and 
stroke... the #1 killer of 
women. 

By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

Yo, ho, ho and a bottle of 
Brooklyn Lager. 

Local whistle-wetter 
Brooklyn Brewery is setting 
sail for new lands, relocat-
ing its headquarters from Wil-
liamsburg to the Navy Yard in 
2018, where it will also open 
a new brewery and rooftop 
beer garden.

Company honchos say 
they’ve inked a 40-year lease 
on one-and-a-half football 
fields’ worth of space in the 
former shipyard — a far more 
stable and spacious prospect 
than its current digs on Wythe 
Avenue, where  rents have sky-
rocketed  over the past 20 years 
and there is no room for ex-

SETTING S-ALE! 
Brewery shipping off to Navy Yard

Renderings of the future Brooklyn Brewery facility in the Navy Yard’s Building 77.
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taproom open at least until its 
lease expires in 2025. 

But the Navy Yard opera-
tion will have more room for 
visitors to tour the brewery, 
and its rooftop eatery and 
drinkery will offer seating 
for 400 customers — not to 
mention sweeping views of 
the Manhattan skyline.

The brewery’s new home 
will be in the Navy Yard’s 
Building 77 — where iconic 
Jewish appetizing emporium 
Russ and Daughters  also 
signed a lease  for a massive 
production and retail facility 
in February. 

The windowless storage 
space at Flushing and Clemont 
avenues is currently undergo-
ing a $185-million  taxpayer-
funded renovation .

Brooklyn Brewery is also 
 in the midst  of hauling anchor 
on its main brewing operation 
in upstate New York and re-
locating to a new facility in 
 bucolic  Staten Island. 

pansion.  
“It’s the right combina-

tion of industrial space with 
industrial leases that makes 

sense,” said chief executive 
Eric Ottoway.

Ottoway intends to keep 
the company’s tourist-mag-

Brooklyn Brewery bigwig Eric Ottoway shows off 
the view from its future rooftop beer garden.
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By Armand Diphthong
Brooklyn Paper

The  Midwood Mouth  is 
back!

Former Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, whose rise and fall 
in city politics (well, mostly 
his fall) dominated the front 
pages of New York’s two tab-
loids — and is documented 
in a  soon-to-be release movie  
— said that Hillary Clinton 
is the “most qualified can-
didate for President since 
George Washington” dur-
ing a holds-barred talk with 

Gersh Kuntzman and Vince 
DiMiceli on Brooklyn Paper 
Radio last Thursday.

The former mayoral can-
didate, who spoke to the boys 
while walking through the 

streets of Manhattan uninter-
rupted on a sunny Thursday 
afternoon, said he would sup-
port the former Secretary of 
State even if his wife wasn’t 
a high-ranking staffer in Hil-
lary’s campaign, and that he 
had no plans to watch the 
documentary about his failed 
bid for mayor.

“I certainly won’t pay to 
watch it,” he said.

Weiner  made headlines in 
The Brooklyn Paper back in 
2010  for his  passionate speech 
on the House floor  about his 
colleagues taking a stand in 

favor or against a bill that 
would provide health care 
to first responders and those 
made sick in the aftermath 
of the attacks of 9-11.

After that, he made some 
other headlines.

The show can be found, 
as always, on BrooklynPa-
per.com, on  iTunes  at, on 
 Mixlr , and, of course, on 
 Sticher .

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Thursday at 4:45 pm 
from out studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown.

Weiner lets it all out on the radio
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Great Kills
4142 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-1100

Loan Dept.
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2000

West Brighton
755 Forest Avenue

(718) 815-1100

St. George
1 Hyatt Street

(718) 876-5400

Dongan Hills
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2300

Rosebank
1065 Bay Street
(718) 981-1200

“Let’s do business together.”
Steven J. Landau
V.P. - Business Development,

New Jersey
(732) 735-8722

“We are lending!”
Johnny Reyes

V.P. - Business Development,
Brooklyn & Queens

(718) 889-3612

“Providing experience and service.”
Richard P. Boyle

Senior Vice President 
& Chief Lending Officer

(718) 979-2000

Recognized Performance.

VSB’s core net 
income grew 
52% to over 
$1.6 million

VSB’s loan 
portfolio 

grew 55% to 
$104.3 million

VSB assets 
have grown 
by 9% year 
over year

VSB has a 
book value 
per share of 

$16.00

34th 
consecutive 

VSB dividend - 
cash dividend 
increased by 

17%

VSB 
ranked 14th 
of the top 50 

OTCQX 
traded 
stocks

Victory State Bank is proud of its recognized growth

performance in 2015 and is looking forward to 

building on this success. Need a solid, 

profitable bank with both the 

money and the expertise 

to lend? 

Call Victory.

Need Money for Your Business?
...Turn to Victory

We have the expertise to boost your bottom line!

...Turn to Victory

Staten Island Locations:

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Lipscomb says he has 
already seen plenty of dead 
birds f loating in the ca-
nal during his patrols, and 
urged the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
to finally start scrubbing 
the channel clean and stop 
the carnage.

He slammed the city’s  re-
cent decision  to go through 
the lengthy process of seiz-
ing private property for a gi-
ant sewage tank it needs to 
build before the cleanup can 
begin, when there is readily 
available public land it can 
use nearby.

“New York City is doing 
everything they can to main-
tain this disgusting water-
way,” he said. “The city is 
not doing the right thing in 
slowing this process down 
and we’re losing the oppor-
tunity to have a new day in 
the Gowanus, when human-
kind can benefit and animal 
kind will benefit.”

But the captain still holds 
out hope that goslings in the 
Gowanus will be a normal 
sight one day.

“We have the opportunity 
in the Gowanus to have natu-
ral beauty in the heart of the 
city,” he said.

Continued from page 1

GEESE...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say stole 10 bottles of 
laundry detergent from a 
Court Street drugstore on 
May 11.

Authorities said a wit-
ness saw the man removing 
$89.90 worth of 18-liter Tide 
bottles from a display in the 
store near Atlantic Avenue, 
put them in a black bag, and 
leave at 2:15 am. 

When the witness went 

outside and confronted the 
guy, he allegedly displayed 
a knife and rode away on a 
bicycle, according to a report. 
Police later tracked the sus-
pect down and slapped cuffs 
on him.

Cold case 
A sweet-toothed scoun-

drel tried to steal more than 
a hundred dollars worth of 
ice cream from a Lawrence 
Street store on May 15.

A witness told police the 
nogoodnik took 14 pints 
of Haagen-Dazs from the 
freezer of the store near Wil-
loughby Street at 9 pm. One 

2009 Dodge Charger in a lot 
between W. Ninth and Lor-
raine streets at 1:30 am, but 
when he returned the next 
morning, it was nowhere to 
be seen, police said.

Some friend 
A punk punched her 

19-year-old pal in the face 
and gave her a bloody nose on 
Dwight Street on May 15.

The victim told cops she 
was standing between Wolcott 
and Dikeman streets at 6:30 
pm when her so-called friend 
cruised up in the passenger 
seat of a red sports utility ve-
hicle, got out and socked her 
in the face, leaving her with 
a nosebleed.

— Julianne Cuba

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Williamsburg

Knit wits
Two scoundrels stole a 

pricey sweater from a man 
at the Hewes Street subway 
stop on May 14, according 
to a police report.

The victim first met the 
pair via a Facebook buy-and-
sell page where he made an 
agreement to sell them his 
$200 Bape sweater, a re-
port said. 

But when he showed up 
at the station around 1:30 
pm and handed the cloth-
ing over for inspection, one 
of the louts told him, “You’re 
not getting this back,” cops 
said.

The cads then walked off 
to the sidewalk, sweater in 
hand, while the victim fol-
lowed, saying, “I’m not get-
ting my sweater pack?”

The other reprobate then 
pulled out a knife and re-
peated, “No, you’re not get-
ting it back,” before chas-
ing the victim away, police 
said.

The victim told authorities 
his wallet was in the sweat-
er’s pocket. There was a debit 
card inside, but he cancelled 
it before the pirates could use 
it used, according to a re-
port.

Burn out
A woman assaulted a man 

with an unknown caustic sub-
stance that burned his face 
while was walking on Flush-
ing Avenue on May 13.

The victim was strolling 
near the corner of Broadway 
at 6:30 pm when the woman 
yelled at him and threw the 
mysterious matter at him — 
scorching his face and eyes, 
and causing substantial pain 
and swelling — before run-
ning off, police said.

Pistol ripped
A rogue broke into a man’s 

car after he parked it on Bush-
wick Place and stole an ar-
ray of gun paraphernalia on 
May 12.

The victim said when he 
returned to the parked car at 
Johnson Avenue at 4:30 am, 
where he found the passenger-
side window broken and a gun 
holster, a tourniquet holster, 
two magazines, 30 rounds of 
ammunition, a radio, and his 
cell phone missing, accord-
ing to a report.

Taxed
A huckster claiming to 

work for the Internal Reve-
nue Service conned a Boerum 
Street woman into buying him 
$500 in iTunes gift cards, a 
police report said.

The fraudster phoned the 
victim at her home near Hum-
boldt Street at 2 pm and said 
she owed the agency nearly 
$5,000 and that if she did not 
pay up in the next two hours, 
she would be arrested, accord-
ing to the report. 

The caller told her to go 
to the nearest store and buy 
iTunes gift cards to cover the 
costs, police said.

Workers at the store told 
the victim customers can only 
purchase $500 in cards per 
day, so she bought five $100 

cards called the con artist with 
their serial numbers, accord-
ing to the report.

Subway swipe
A crook grabbed a wom-

an’s phone, wallet, and head-
phones while fleeing a G train 
at Lorimer Street on May 9, 
police said.

The ne’er-do-well was sit-
ting across from the woman 
on the subway at around 8:50 
am and even told her, “Good 
morning,” police said, but 
when the train approached the 
stop, he stood up, snatched 
her belongings, and ran off, 
a report said.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Vicious cycle
Thieves are stealing bicy-

cles across Williamsburg, po-
lice say. 

• Some villain lifted a guy’s 
ride from a where he had left 
it at a park on N. 12th Street 
on May 12.

The guy came back to the 
green space at Union Ave-
nue at around 6 pm and dis-
covered it wasn’t there any 
more, police said.

• Then on May 14 on May 
1, a crook stole a man’s bike 
after he locked it up near N. 
Seventh Street.

The owner had secured 
it to building scaffolding at 
Kent Avenue, but when he 
returned at 11:30 am, all he 
found was the remains of his 
lock, police said.

• The following day, a bad-
die stole two two-wheelers af-
ter the owner left them tied 
up outside his home on Bed-
ford Avenue.

The owner told police he 
realized at around 1:15 pm 
that they had vanished from 
the spot at N. Fourth Street, 
and nearby security cameras 
then revealed the thief in ac-
tion, according to a report.

Planks a lot
A lady smashed a man in 

the head with a piece of wood 
after claiming he stole her lug-
gage on Manhattan Avenue 
on May 10.

The two strangers got into 
an argument at India Street 
at 7:30 pm when the woman 
claimed he stole her bag, po-
lice said. 

The malcontent then hit 
the man in the head with the 
timber, cutting it on the right 
side according to the police 
report. 

Duped
Some scammers duped 

a woman into giving them 
$10,000 on Manhattan Av-
enue on May 11.

The victim was walk-
ing toward Nassau Avenue 
at noon when the hucksters 
approached her and con-
vinced her that if she gave 
them the money, she’d get 
$50,000 back later, a re-
port said. 

The woman handed over 
the cash and the group 
headed towards a bank where 
the racketeers said they were 
going to take jewelry from 
a safety deposit box — but 
instead they fled in a black 
minivan with her money, po-
lice said.

Taking credit
Some lout stole a woman’s 

purse and credit cards on a 
packed L train near Bedford 
Avenue on May 12.

The woman told police she 
noticed someone bump into 
her before exiting the Man-
hattan-bound train at the stop 
at around 9:30 am, but she 
didn’t see anyone reaching 
into her bag.

But then she started get-
ting e-mail alerts for unau-
thorized credit card trans-
actions, and discovered her 
pocketbook and cards were 
gone later that day while in 
a Manhattan store, accord-
ing to a report.

— Tatiana Hernandez

of the store’s employees at-
tempted to stop the guy as he 
was trying to flee with his 
loot, and the punk pushed him 
into the door, but dropped the 
ice cream and ran, according 
to a report. 

Dastardly duo
Two crooks worked to-

gether to district a guy then 
steal his wallet on Jay Street 
on May 11.

The victim told police he 
was hanging out beside his car 
near Prospect Street at 3:45 
pm when a rogue came up to 
him and asked for the time. As 
he was checking his watch, 
the second baddie stood on 
the other side of the car and 
reached through the window 
to grab his wallet, according 
to authorities. 

Held up 
Cops cuffed a guy who 

robbed a man at gunpoint on 
Clark Street on May 14.

The victim was near Wil-
low Street at 8:58 am when 
the suspect allegedly pulled 
out a pistol and took his wal-
let, $274, and an iPhone, ac-
cording to a report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Not fare 
A cab customer stiffed 

her driver on a fare and then 
bashed him in the head when 
he tried to make her pay up 

outside her home on Cumber-
land Walk on May 12. 

The victim told police he 
picked the lady up from a ca-
sino and drove her to her res-
idence near Park Avenue, but 
when they arrived, she only 
gave him $7 out of the $35 fee, 
according to a report. 

The lout then ran into her 
apartment building, and the 
driver followed after her, tak-
ing out his phone to snap a 
picture and call 911, police 
said. 

But the nogoodnik snatched 
his cell out of his hand and hit 
him with it, cutting his head. 
She then threw the phone to 
the ground and broke it, au-
thorities said. 

Snooze, lose
A thief stole a drunk man’s 

phone as he napped on a Q 
train between 14th Street 
and Flatbush Avenue on 
May 14.

The victim had the phone in 
his pocket when he got on the 
Coney Island-bound locomo-
tive at Union Square Station 
at 5 am, but then fell asleep 
on board, cops said. He dozed 
for a few hours in his drunken 

stupor and awoke at the At-
lantic Avenue stop, where he 
realized his phone was gone, 
according to a report. 

He tracked the phone to 
the Brooklyn Bridge, but 
was unable to recover it, po-
lice said.

Nightmare
A creep snuck into a wom-

an’s Washington Avenue 
apartment while she was 
asleep and stole her laptop 
on May 12. 

The woman was snooz-
ing in her unit near DeKalb 
Avenue when the jerk came 
in through an open window 
sometime and took her Mac-
Book Air after 11:30 pm, ac-
cording to a report. 

Punched
Cops cuffed a woman who 

they say punched a teenage 
girl in the face and stole her 
cell phone on Myrtle Avenue 
on May 12.

Police said the victim was 
walking near Clermont Av-
enue at 6:15 pm when the 
woman allegedly bashed her 
in the head and took her Sam-
sung Galaxy S6.

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Brute force
Three dirtbags beat up a 

17-year-old girl and then stole 
her phone and wallet near 
Court Street on May 16, ac-
cording to authorities.

The teen told police she was 
near Second Place at 12:57 
pm when the three louts ap-
proached her and she got into 
an argument with them. The 
fight escalated and the trio 
punched and kicked her and 
then stole her iPhone and 
wallet with her identifica-
tion and debit cards inside, 
police said. 

Swede nothings 
Some snuskhummer stole a 

shopper’s wallet and e-reader 
out of her cart at an affordable-
yet-stylish Swedish furniture 
emporium on Beard Street on 
May 15. 

The woman told police she 
turned away from her cart, 
and when she looked back, 
the dumbom had swiped her 
Kindle, umbrella, and a blue 
wallet, containing her Medi-
care card, identification, four 
credit cards, and $350 cash. 

Where’s my car?
A knave stole a guy’s car 

after he parked it on Co-
lumbia Street overnight on 
May 17.

The victim left his silver 

Police: Dirty crook steals laundry detergent on Court St.
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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FREE BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS.
UNINSURED? NO PROBLEM.

KEEPING BROOKLYN 
WOMEN HEALTHY

For more information, visit  
TBH.org/CancerScreening 

or call 718.250.8708.

Screenings Funded by the New York State Department of Health.
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NYU LANGONE COBBLE HILL IS
OFFERING FREE SCREENINGS, SATURDAY AND

SUNDAY, MAY 21  –  22, 10  AM  –  3  PM.
Cholesterol, Diabetes, Stroke and Blood Pressure Screenings.

83 Amity Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
( Emergency Department entrance at the corner of Hicks and Amity Streets )

Screenings are available to adults 18 and older.

NEW YORKERS
WANT IT ALL.

HERE’S SOME OF IT.

421095_NYU1709_BrooklynPaper_2016_P4C.indd   1 5/12/16   6:56 PM
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city must slam the 
brakes on its plan to elimi-
nate parking and a lane of traf-
fic on Clinton Avenue to make 
way for a bike path, longtime 
locals demanded at a packed 
town hall meeting on Tues-
day night, claiming it will cre-
ate traffic jams, enable reck-
less riders, and is the latest 
in a long line of changes to 
the neighborhood designed to 
serve only gentrifiers.

“I oppose this plan,” said 
Esther Blount, who lives on 
Vanderbilt Avenue, one of 21 
people who spoke out against 
the plan at Community Board 
2’s transportation committee 
meeting. “I feel like settlers 
have tried to come into the 
community and tell the neigh-
borhood what to do.” 

The overwhelming ma-
jority of speakers — in-
cluding Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) 
and Public Advocate Letitia 
James — slammed the De-
partment of Transportation’s 
proposal, which would trans-
form the currently two-way 
Clinton Avenue from Gates to 
Flushing avenues into a one-
way street with parking on 
both sides, and a two-way bike 
lane between one of the park-
ing lanes and the curb. 

The proposal would also 
eliminate 35 parking spaces 
along the stretch — up to five 
on each block — to create 
room for wide turns and pe-
destrian plazas. The islands 
would include new trees — an 
addition the crowd jeered. 

The changes would cre-
ate a safer and more peace-
ful alternative to Vanderbilt 
Avenue, where nearly 2,000 
cyclists share the road with 
cars each day, department rep 

Longtime Clinton Hill residents rail 
against planned bike lane for ‘settlers’

Whose road is it?
the outreach effort didn’t 
go far enough to engage a 
broad range of Clinton Av-
enue residents, and skipped 
crucial community gathering 
places such as churches in fa-
vor of the yuppy cyclists who 
they say have only recently 
moved into the nabe and are 
now wreaking havoc on pe-
destrians and drivers by flout-
ing the rules of the road. 

“We have seen an inva-
sion of people who have not 
invested in the community, 
they want to change what 
serves them but not serves 
all,” said Fort Greene resi-
dent Lucy Koteen. 

Others expressed concerns 
about emergency vehicles get-
ting stuck on the newly one-
way street, which is home to 
a number of elderly residents. 
Quinn said ambulance and 
fire trucks would be able to 
use the bike lanes for quick 
entry, and garbage trucks and 
street sweepers could also op-
erate within the bike lanes to 
minimize congestion. 

Only two proponents were 
given the chance speak in 
favor of the plan, arguing 
it will make the street safer 
for everyone — a sentiment 
shared by other supporters 
in the crowd.

“Plans like this make it eas-
ier to share the road with each 
other,” said Clinton Hill res-
ident Shawn Onsgard, who 
claimed critics were letting 
their biases against “hipster 
p-----” blind them to the 
plan’s benefits, but didn’t 
get a chance to speak pub-
licly. “This is an engineer-
ing solution that addresses all 
the things everyone is com-
plaining about.”

Due to the overwhelming 
number of people wanting 
to speak, the transportation 
committee held off voting on 
the plan until a second meet-
ing on Thursday — after this 
paper’s print deadline. 

The full board will vote 
on the plan next — though 
its recommendation is only 
advisory, and the transpor-
tation department does not 
have to follow members’ rec-
ommendations.

Sean Quinn told the crowd. 
“We’re pushing to make 

more protected bike lanes be-
cause that makes more and 
more people safer, and it also 
makes it safer for vehicles,” 
he said. 

The department set up 
street-side booths at 12 lo-

cations within the commu-
nity board — which stretches 
down to Brooklyn Heights — 
in April to explain the pro-
posal, and the majority of 
folks who stopped by were 
in favor of the plan, Quinn 
said. 

But opponents argued 

(Top) Locals packed the hall at Brown Baptist Church 
in Clinton Hill to decry the transportation depart-
ment’s plan to convert Clinton Avenue into a one-
way street and install a two-way bike lane. (Above 
left) Public Advocate Letitia James — usually a 
bike-lane fan — said she could not support the plan 
because of the increased traffic it would cause on 
Vanderbilt and Washington avenues. (Above right) 
Brandon Chamberlin was only one of two people to 
speak out in favor of the plan.
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

The south will ride 
again!

Transit officials are reviv-
ing the F express —  seen as 
a boon for Southern Brook-
lynites  and  a boondoggle by 
Downtown riders  — and 
now a civil war is brewing 
with Church Avenue as the 
proverbial Mason-Dixon 
Line. Northern and South-
ern Brooklyn pols feuded at 
a May 17 Council hearing over 
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s plan to run the 
orange bullet between Church 
Avenue and Jay Street. Coun-
cilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope) claimed the plan would 
“screw” Brownstone strap-
hangers, because fewer trains 
would stop at their local-only 
stations. But Councilman Da-
vid Greenfield (D–Borough 
Park) argued Lander’s gripes 
were just another salvo in an 
ongoing war of northern ag-
gression.

“It’s not fair to say, ‘My 
constituents are in a wealthy, 
transit-rich area, but you poor 
schlubs who live in South-

ern Brooklyn shouldn’t get 
it,’ ” said Councilman David 
Greenfield. “The G train ex-
tension [in 2009] slowed down 
F service, and I didn’t com-
plain — nobody complained 
that Councilman Lander’s 
constituents had more ro-
bust service. New Yorkers 
don’t begrudge other New 
Yorkers.”

The authority is proposing 
half the service’s trains skip 
all Manhattan-bound stops 
between Church Avenue and 
Jay Street — except for Sev-
enth Avenue — during the 
morning rush and vice-versa 
in the evenings. The re-jig-
gering could shave more than 
seven minutes off Southern 
Brooklynites’ trips to Man-
hattan while adding up to five 
minutes to Brownstone-area 
riders’ commutes, according 
to a  long-awaited agency 
study .

Lander, who spoke earlier 
in the hearing, tried to fire 
back at Greenfield, drawing 
admonition from finance 
chairwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras (D–Queens) and from 
his Brooklyn colleague.

Civil war!
Southern Brooklyn pols 
defend F express plan 
from northern detractors

“Let’s respect the process 
Councilmember Lander,” 
Greenfield said. “This is not 
the Republican debate — you 
don’t get a rebuttal.”

Lander argued that his 
constituents would saddle a 
disproportionate burden, be-
cause authority figures show 
Manhattan-bound ridership is 
larger — and growing faster 
— in his neck of the woods 
than Greenfield’s.

“Negatively affected riders 
outweigh positively affected 
ones,” he said.

But the plan reverses a per-
ceived decades-long disin-
vestment in transit outside of 
the borough’s trendy, gentri-
fied enclaves, another south-
ern pol said.

“The perception and feel-
ing in Southern Brooklyn is 

that every time there is a cap-
ital announcement, it’s not in 
our region,” said Council-
man Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island) citing the May-
or’s proposed streetcar and 
ferry system — both set to 
serve Lander’s district. “This 
is news we welcome.”

Borough President Ad-
ams decried the agency for 
driving a railroad spike in the 
heart of Brooklyn’s prover-
bial union.

“The MTA’s newly an-
nounced proposal, which 
was made outside of consul-
tation with local representa-
tives and impacted straphang-
ers, seeks to pit Brooklynite 
against Brooklynite in a fight 
for quality transportation,” the 
Beep said in a press release 
issued just minutes before 

Greenfield and Lander’s Fort 
Sumter-esque fracas.

But the authority plans to 
take its proposal to both sides 
of the fight, an official said.

“This is the start of the pro-
cess,” said spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz. “We plan on engaging 
all of the communities that 
would be affected by these 
service changes.”

The authority cannot revive 
the service between Church 
and Stillwell avenues because 
tracks and switches at Kings 
Highway could not accom-
modate the additional trains, 
but planned work at the stop 
could allow express service 
further south after 2019, the 
agency’s study shows.

The authority anticipates 
it will roll out the express in 
2017, Ortiz said.

Councilman David Greenfield (left) 
says Southern Brooklynites have his-
torically been short-changed on pub-
lic transit. Councilman Brad Lander 
(above) says the F express will “screw” 
thousands of his constituents.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Squabble Hill is back! 
Simmering discontent 

within the ranks of the in-
fluential Cobble Hill Associ-
ation boiled over at the civic 
group’s elections on Wednes-
day night, when several cur-
rent rulers —  who took over 
as interim leaders  last year af-
ter deposing the group’s then 
longtime leader — mounted 
an 11th hour challenge against 
the presumptive nominees, 
and disgruntled members 
used the occasion to hold 
them to account for what 

they say has been a closed-
door administration.

The crew led  a mutiny  
against former honcho Roy 
Sloane in September, accusing 
him of ineffective and insular 
leadership in  private negoti-
ations  with the city and the 
developer of a  widely hated  
housing complex planned for 
the old Long Island College 
Hospital site, and  promising 
to usher in  a new era of trans-
parency. But many members 
said they ended up being even 
more opaque than their pre-
decessor.

“There was a lack of trans-
parency about what happened 

at the City Hall meeting, about 
what work the legal commit-
tee had done,” said one man on 
the condition of anonymity.  

A nominating committee 
had already assembled a slate 
of candidates for the seven 
board roles for Wednesday’s 
election — and members ul-
timately voted to stand by its 
choices. But not before mem-
bers nominated the incum-
bents from the floor, and the 
election turned into a referen-
dum on their leadership. 

One local nominated Buzz 
Doherty, who has served as 
vice president since the coup, 
for president against the com-

mittee-approved Amy Breed-
love, who had been serving 
as membership secretary and 
ultimately won over voters 
with her promise of renewed 
communication over the de-
velopment and the promise 
of creating a local oyster fes-
tival. 

Others nominated Frank-
lin Stone — who served as 
president in the ’90s, and 
who was an influential fig-
ure in Sloane’s ouster — to 
run against nominee George 
Sanchez for second vice pres-
ident, and current treasurer 
Ezana Bocresion to challenge 
Chip McCahill.

LICH tensions boil over at Cobble Hill Civic Assoc. election
pital site, and would thus be 
more likely to get somewhere 
in convincing it to acquiesce 
to the community’s demands 
for smaller, less flashy tow-
ers on the property.

“It would be more likely 
that we’d have a more con-
tinuous and constructive out-
come under my leadership,” 
said Doherty.

But the approved candi-
date for first vice president 
— who ran unopposed — 
disagreed. 

“The nominated slate from 
the floor has proven itself bel-
ligerent,” said Michael Ep-
stein. “If we are going to go 

forward as a community to 
fight Fortis, we need a slate 
that will work together and 
work with you.” 

And in the end, the major-
ity of Cobble Hillians agreed, 
voting via ballot to approve 
the pre-vetted slate. 

The new leaders say they 
are ready to get to work in 
their two-year term and turn 
over a new leaf in the civic 
group’s relationship with the 
neighborhood. 

“I think the community is 
really going to be communi-
cated to and feel a part of the 
CHA again,” said Breedlove. 
“I feel ecstatic.”

They all accepted, claim-
ing that turning over the lead-
ership right now would be a 

mistake since their cohort is 
already negotiating with For-
tis, the developer of the hos-

One proposal for towers at the old hospital site.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are looking for a good clean 
fight!

The humble back-of-house staff 
from two Brooklyn restaurants will cover 
themselves in glory and in suds at a plate-
cleaning competition on May 22 in Green-
point. The Diamond’s brunch crowd will 
create dirty dishes for competitors in the 
All-Brooklyn Dishwashing Duel, who will 
battle for an ale-filled trophy and eternal 
glory, said the event’s organizer.

“The trophy will have the name of the 
greatest dishwasher emblazoned on it, and 
we will forever know who was the victor,” 
said Jamie Hook, a Greenpoint devotee of 
the art of dishwashing.

The duel, which will take place in the Di-
amond’s back yard, will follow a strict code. 
After a coin toss, the soapy skirmishers will 
choose their weapons — sponges or scrub 

brushes, and their choice of detergent — 
and face off for three rounds of competition. 
Judges will determine who wins each round 
— and who is all washed up — by focusing 
on volume, precision, or artistry, while an 
announcer provides color commentary.

Volume is simple to judge — how many 
dishes competitors can clean in three min-
utes. But one tricky aspect could wipe out 
a win, said Hook — keeping the dishes 
from toppling over. 

“It’s an incredibly small dishrack,” said 
Hook. “There’s an art to stacking.”

The precision round gives each wash-
ing warrior three minutes to restore an “en-
crusted and filthified” dish to sparkling 
cleanliness.

And the artistry competition will involve 
cleaning a single wineglass. Bonus points 
will be granted for costumes and choreogra-
phy during this final round, said Hook.

The owners of the two eateries in the inau-
gural event — Greenpoint bistro Le Gamin 

and Williamsburg’s Motorino pizzeria — 
dished out harsh words to their rivals.

Motorino’s Matt Palombino, who will join 
the dish duel on behalf of his employees, 
said to La Gamin’s owner: “Yo, Frenchie 
— if you even dream of beating us, you’d 
best wake up and apologize.”

Le Gamin’s response was succinct.
“Eat soap and die,” said Robert Arbor, 

the bistro’s owner.
The dishwashing staff of the winning res-

taurant will split a cash prize of $150, plus 
whatever money is raised at the afternoon’s 
brunch. The winner will also issue a chal-
lenge to another Brooklyn restaurant, for an-

other match at a time to be determined. Those 
who do not respond will find themselves in 
hot water, said Hook.

“They will have to respond unless they 
want their honor besmirched,” he said. 
“Honor must be maintained among the 
dishwashers of Brooklyn.”

Despite the somewhat silly trappings of 
the duel, participants say it has a serious 
point — giving attention to the vital but 
oft-ignored staff who labor in restaurant 
kitchens, said Le Gamin’s owner.

“Nobody every thought about the dish-
washer, and we want to show that they are 
very important people in the business,” said 
Arbor. “It’s true! If you have dirty glasses 
or dirty dishes, it is not a good thing for 
the restaurant.”

And Hook hopes that the soapy spectacle 
will elevate discussion of the task.

“I’m quite sincere about dishwashing,” 
said Hook. “It’s a domestic art, like quilting, 
but in a much more mundane form.”

Dishwashing Duel at the Diamond [43 
Franklin St. between Quay and Calyer 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383–5030, 
www.thediamondbrooklyn.com]. May 
22. 2–5 pm. Free ($5 for brunch).

E V E N T

Get your Phil

They’re unstarching their tuxes! 
The New York Philharmonic will slip into its 

skinny jeans this month, stretching across the 
East River to bring the hippest parts of its bi-
ennial music festival to Williamsburg. Starting 
on May 24, the “New York Phil Biennial” will 
present a chorus of new music debuts at venue 
National Sawdust. The event’s director says that 
classical music aficionados have finally realized 
that Brooklyn is the place to be.

“It’s a hotbed for new music,” said Alan Gil-
bert, the musical director of the three-week ex-
travaganza.

This is the Biennial’s second incarnation — 
and its first in the Borough of Kings. More than 
a half dozen events will take place at the for-
mer sawdust factory, including a performance 
by Kings County’s eponymous string quartet 
Brooklyn Rider (pictured).

The June 3 concert by Brooklyn Rider will 
feature music inspired by the flourishing mu-
sic scene in downtown New York City. One of 
the works, “The Alchemist,” written by avant-
garde composer John Zorn, will mimic a trip 
through an alchemist’s laboratory — an exper-
imental composition that draws from the past 
as well as Brooklyn’s current weird art scene, 
according to one Rider.

“It’s this amazing sort of representation of 
what was going on in the 1970s and celebrat-
ing the fact that that’s going on in Brooklyn 
these days,” said Colin Jacobsen, a Windsor 
Terrace violinist.

The Philharmonic fest will also tap into Brook-
lyn’s love affair with computer-generated music 
by sponsoring a sub-festival at National Saw-
dust — the New York City Electroacoustic Mu-
sic Festival from June 5 to 7.

The three-day celebration will feature several 
concerts with live electronics, laptop orches-
tras, video and multimedia works, and sound 
installations. 

One of the highlights will be the “Schehe-
razade Project” by modern string group Pub-
liQuartet, visual artist Amy Khoshbin, and in-
die-rock duo Hollands. The trio will perform 
a hodge-podge of rock ’n’ roll, classical music, 
folk songs, improvisation, live storytelling, and 
video projections.

Gilbert hopes music fans will walk away from 
the festival with an appreciation of what’s hap-
pening in music right now. 

“We’re trying to present a snapshot of what 
we find exciting in the world of contemporary 
music,” he said. 

New York Philharmonic Biennial at National 
Sawdust (80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.nyphil.org/biennial). May 
23–June 11. “Brooklyn Rider: NYC’s Downtown 
Music Scene” June 3 at 7 pm. $25. New York 
City Electroacoustic Festival, June 5–7.  
 — Lauren Gill

M U S I C

This summer is coming up Aces!
A new Friday night concert series starting on 

May 20 will bring music fans to Aces Patio at 
the Aviator Sports and Events Center. For nine 
select Fridays this summer, some of Brooklyn’s 
most popular bands will take the stage of the 
newly renovated outdoor bar and grill in Floyd 
Bennett Field. The music series celebrates Avia-
tor’s 10th anniversary, said its organizer, and she 
hopes everyone will make it to the party.

“This year, we’re excited to offer this to the 
community. We want all our neighbors to get 
wind of what’s going on,” said Katrina Doell. 

The venue will host seven different bands from 
varying genres, including funk group Jetstream 
Band and Irish-American folk-rockers Shilelagh 
Law. The first band to christen the stage, on May 
20, will be Breezy Grass (pictured), an Ameri-
cana and bluegrass band, who will fiddle their 
way onto the stage again on Aug. 26.

The only other group to double-dip will be 
U2 tribute band Unforgettable Fire, who will 
rattle and hum their way to the Patio on July 
15 and Sept. 9. 

The four-piece is confident that whether peo-
ple are U2 fans or not, everyone will have a great 
time, said the band’s drummer.

“You’ve got your real U2 fans and they enjoy 
it, and then those who they think they don’t know 
it, but when we start playing, all of a sudden they 
just became fans and we win a lot of people over,” 
said George Levesanos. “We’re just psyched to 
come back and play in Brooklyn.”

Levesanos cannot promise that the real U2 
will show up, but it is a distinct possibility. Last 
summer, The Edge and Adam Clayton, U2’s gui-
tarist and bassist, made an appearance at one of 
Unforgettable Fire’s shows, said Levesanos.

“Two guys from U2 came and actually played 
with us, we didn’t even know, they just showed 
up at one of our shows. It was insane, it was re-
ally, really insane,” he said. “I don’t think they 
will be around Brooklyn this summer — but 
you never know, right?”

“Aviator Summer Music Series” at Aviator 
Sports and Events Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
in Floyd Bennett Field in Marine Park, (718) 758–
7500, www.aviatorsports.com]. May 20 to Sept. 
16. $10–$25.  — Julianne Cuba

Take the Field 
M O R E  M U S I C !

Fighting dirty
Brooklyn kitchens compete in a dishwashing duel

Dishing out some punishment: The staff of Le Gamin (left) will try to wipe out their competition from Motorino at the inaugural All-Brooklyn Dishwashing Duel at the 
Diamond bar on May 22.
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Sound check: Comedian Charlie Kasov hosts the montly “Big 
Break Stand-Up” show at Bluebird Food and Spirits in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens.
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By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

F
or this show, comedians are get-
ting down!

In the basement of a Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens restaurant, comics Char-
lie Kasov and Tyler Fisher have created 
a community phenomenon. “Big Break 
Stand Up,” on the second Saturday of 
every month at Bluebird Food and Spir-
its, draws people to the barren room. 
The basement’s lack of cell phone recep-
tion means that people pay attention to 
the show, and the downstairs bar keeps 
them in place. Just after the show’s one-
year anniversary, we spoke with Kasov 
about the unique performance space, 
bouncing rowdy patrons, and dealing 
with an overflow crowd.

How did you get the manager to 
let you use the basement?

I convinced him that I had experience 

and I wasn’t going to run an “ambush 
show.” An ambush show is where people 
are having a good time at a bar catching 
up with their friends — and then the mi-
crophone in the corner that they didn’t 
notice suddenly turns on and somebody 
starts telling jokes into it. Those are 
very frequent around the city.

What makes the show unique? 
I think it’s the fact that we have almost 

created a community with our crowd. We 
have a mailing list [charliekasov@gmail.
com], and I’d say that on a given night, 80 
percent of the audience has been to the 
show before. They are always in a great 
mood when they show up. They know the 
routine, they’re rooting for the comics, and 

the comics are rooting for them.
Does it get rowdy in the basement? 
We had a night where it was three 

degrees outside — back in February — 
and the bartender happened to be run-
ning a really inexpensive bourbon shot 
special. We had that deadly combination 
of people not wanting to leave and being 
s----–faced. I ended up bouncing four 
people from the show while on stage. I 
asked them to be quiet and they didn’t 
so I said “Get the hell out of the show.” 
They put up a defense, but these two 
comics who were booked on the show, 
they’re both 6-foot-3, and if you don’t 
know them, you just see two 6-foot-3 
men coming up to you saying “Leave.” 
I almost lost it on stage, I was laughing 
so hard, because these are normally two 
of the biggest gentle giants. 

How has the audience been?
In both March and April we had to 

turn people away because we had reached 
capacity. People love good entertain-
ment and they love not having to ride 
the subway. There’s a lot of people in 
our neighborhood who love being able 
to walk to a great show — and forcing 
their friends to come down from other 
neighborhoods to see the show. 

“Big Break Stand Up” at Bluebird 
Food and Spirits [504 Flatbush Ave. 
between Ocean Avenue and Lincoln 
Road in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 484–9494, www.bluebirdbrook-
lyn.com]. Next show June 10 at 8 pm. 

Breaking down
Basement comedy show brings
the laughs to Lefferts Gardens

RIMSHOT
Inside Brooklyn’s 
comedy nights
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 20

‘State’ of 
the art
Comedy sketch 
troupe The State, 
best known for 
“Reno 911” and “Wet 
Hot American Sum-
mer” launches a 
book about its his-
tory tonight. To cele-
brate, Janeane Garo-
falo, Caroline Rhea, 
and Seth Herzog join 
fellow troupe mem-
ber Kevin Allison (pic-
tured) tonight at his 
monthly storytelling 
show “Risk!” 

9 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $25 ($50 with 
book).

SATURDAY
May 21

The power 
of hoodoo 
It has been 30 years 
since David Bowie 
pranced on screen as 
the Goblin King in 
“Labyrinth.” Tonight, 
nine bands will pay 
tribute by performing 
songs from its sound-
track. Honestly, we 
only really remember 
“Magic Dance” and 
“As the World Falls 
Down,” but that is 
enough for us to don 
a frilly shirt and join 
the party.

8 pm at Shea Stadium (20 
Meadow St. between 
Waterbury and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick, www.
liveatsheastadium.com). 
$12 ($10 in advance).

SUNDAY
May 22

Bleat and 
greet
Meet the new kids on 
the block! Spend 
some time with the 
eight awesome goats 
hired by Prospect 
Park to chomp down 
on weeds and poison 
ivy, admire their 
weird slitted eyes, 
and learn to make 
goat milk ice cream 
at 1 pm and 3 pm.

1–4 pm at Lefferts Historic 
House [452 Flatbush Ave. 
near Empire Boulevard in 
Prospect Park, (718) 789–
2822, www.prospectpark.
org]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
May 25

Over, done
We do not mean to 
alarm you, but tickets 
to the “Do-Over” 
night of stand-up with 
Adam Sandler, David 
Spade, and Rob Sch-
neider have almost 
sold out. Is it possible 
that concentrating 
the least funny peo-
ple in comedy in one 
room will create a sin-
gularity that flips 
them over to being 
funny again?

8 pm at Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush, www.kingsthe-
atre.com). $55–$255.

THURSDAY
May 26

We like Ike
Comedian Ike Ufo-
madu is in the middle 
of his live talk show’s 
three-week run, so the 
host of “Ike at Night” 
has surely settled into 
a groove with his side-
kick and bandleader. 
Check out tonight’s 
show, when — after a 
monologue and some 
banter — he inter-
views actor Hannah 
Bos, poet Darian 
Dauchan, and bur-
lesque performer Cor-
vette Le Face. 

8 pm at Bushwick Starr 
[207 Starr St. between 
Wyckoff and Irving ave-
nues., (917) 623–9669, 
www.thebushwickstarr.
org]. $18.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 20
ART, “SPOOKY ACTION AT A DIS-

TANCE” OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of new works on paper 
and sculpture from Langdon Graves, 
based on ghost stories told by the 
artist’s grandmother. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Victori and Mo [56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick, (973) 978–1447], 
www.victorimo.com. 

ART, SONYA ART WALK KICK-OFF 
PARTY: South Of the Navy Yard 
Artists celebrate the 17th annual 
Art Walk. Enjoy a drink special, pick 
up maps, and meet the artists. 7–9 
pm. Cardiff Giant [415 Myrtle Ave. 
between Clinton and Vanderbilt ave-
nues in Clinton Hill, (347) 766–9270], 
www.sonyaonline.org. 

DANCE, “MISCHIEF, MISCHIEF, AND 
MORE MISCHIEF”: Gelsey Kirkland 
Ballet presents a night of drama, 
sensuous acrobatic ballet and hilari-
ous comedy. $25–$35. 7:30 pm. GK 
ArtsCenter (29 Jay St at John Street 
in Dumbo), www.gkarts.org. 

COMEDY, CATHOUSE VARIETY 
SHOW: Matt J. Weir and Madonna 
Refugia host a free night of scintillat-
ing fun, featuring comedians LaKen-
dra Tookes, Livia Scott, Sharron Paul, 
and Brad Howe. Free. 7:30 pm. In-
dustry City Distillery (33 35th St. #6a, 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park). 

FILM, “THIS IS WHAT WE MEAN 
BY SHORT FILMS”: Eleven short 
fi lm, mostly oddball comedies and 
documentaries. $15. 7:30 pm. The 
Bushwick Generator [195-215 Moore 
St. between Bushwick Avenue and 
White Street in Bushwick, (718) 417–
7362], www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

DANCE, DANCEWAVE’S SPRING 
SEASON: Four performances from 
the Dancewave Company and 
School. $10–$30. 8 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

THEATER, “THE MESSIAH PROJ-
ECT”: A play about the legacy of the 
Black Panthers in the age of crack, 
trans teenagers, and the rituals of 
the nightclub. $18 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Bric House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

THEATER, “BACKSTAGE IN BISCUIT 
LAND”: This two-woman show 
weaves comedy, puppetry, singing, 
and incredible tics to explore spon-
taneity, creativity, and disability. $18 
($15 in advance). 8 pm. Bric House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 683–5621], www.
bricartsmedia.org. 

THEATER, “PERMANENT CATERPIL-
LAR”: A teenage girl in the 1930s 
transforms into a caterpillar in this 
body-horror play with music. $18. 
8 pm. The Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.brick-
theater.com. 

DANCE, “CLEAR NIGHT”: The fi rst 
night of a series of eight daily per-
formances, in which dancers deploy 
a variety of movement systems in 
response to the expansive space 
of Pioneer Works. $10 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. Pioneer Works 
[159 Pioneer St. between Imlay and 
Conover streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.org. 

’90S SUMMER JAM SING-ALONG: 
With a ’90s costume contest, a 
dance-off, and themed drinks such 
as the MmmBop. $10. 9:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, MAY 21
PARK DAY: Help clean up Prospect 

Park with AmeriCorps volunteers. 
Activities will include planting, 
sweeping sidewalks, painting 
benches, and more. To RSVP contact 
347-377-4092. Free. 10 am–2 pm. 
(111 Prospect Park Southwest at 16th 
Street in Windsor Terrace). 

NYC BEACH BUS SUMMER KICK-
OFF BBQ: A party with food, drink, 
great music, and more, sponsored 
by NYC Beach Bus. Free. Noon–4 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MAY 20
MUSIC, BAD BOY FAMILY RE-

UNION: Puff Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French Montana, 
and more. With special guests 
Jay Z and Mary J. Blige. $50–
$300. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 21
MUSIC, BAD BOY FAMILY RE-

UNION: Puff Daddy, Faith Evans, 
Lil’ Kim, Mase, French Montana, 
and more. With special guests 
Mary J. Blige, DMX, and Swizz 
Beatz. $50–$300. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 1
MUSIC, SELENA GOMEZ: $45–$99. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 11

MUSIC, NEW YORK SALSA FESTI-

VAL: With Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-

vera, Sonora Ponceña, Tito Rojas, 

Los Adolecentes, and more. 

$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14

MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15

MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Thursday at 4:45 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Go go Gomez!: Former Disney star and current pop princess 
Selena Gomez brings her “Revival” tour and her blinged-out 
microphone to Barclays Center on June 1.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

B
e their guest!

Rock band the Little Mermen 
will host a nostalgia-filled “Dis-

ney Prom” in Williamsburg on May 21, 
designed to make couples stop  wishing 
upon a star  and  feel the love that night . 
The leading merman of the band, which 
plays rockified versions of classic tunes 
from Disney animated musicals, says 
that it is a natural fit for them to host 
a dance party.

“There is always a ball in those older 
Disney movies,” said Alexis Babini, the 
band’s frontman. “Somebody said ‘Dis-
ney Prom’ and it just stuck.”

Babini, a self-confessed Disney nerd 
with a successful solo career — he re-
cently released the adult-oriented track 
“ Let’s Get Stoned ” — said that he and 
his backing band’s foray into cartoon 
tunes was unplanned.

“It started off as a joke,” he said. “When 
the guys and I were super new we would 
always run out of songs at gigs. One day 
we were the opening act for Aaron Carter 

and we did a Disney song cover as a filler. 
It went down amazingly.”

Having discovered  a whole new world  
of musical possibilities, the group could 
not  let it go, let it go . Soon, under the 
name The Little Mermen, the group 
hosted a full night of Disney covers, 
playing a benefit concert for “Musi-
cians on Call,” a volunteer group that 
brings live music to  poor unfortunate 
souls  in hospitals.

The gang dons costumes for the shows 
to honor the theatrical roots of the songs, 
and they encourage audience members to 
dress up as well. Gents who  just can’t wait to 
be king  should definitely spiff themselves 
up, because the band will crown a Prom 
King and Queen for the evening. 

And unlike your real prom, there is 
no need to sneak in a flask — the venue 
will offer special Disney-themed cock-
tails like the Glass Slipper and Fairy 
Dust.

Babini said that he appreciates the mu-
sical challenge of the Disney tunes. 

“It is pretty unusual to have musical 
stuff this complex in rock — so many 
harmonic changes!” he said. 

One of his biggest thrills was meet-
ing the composer of some of the band’s 
favored tunes.

“Alan Menken came to one of our 
shows!” said Babini, gushing over the 
composer of “The Little Mermaid,” 
“Beauty and the Beast,” and “Alad-
din.” Babini also admires Park Slope 
songwriter Robert Lopez, who wrote 
songs for “Frozen.”

The Little Mermen have been play-
ing together a long time, and there is 
no sign that they will stop  whistling 
while they work . 

“We all have known each other from 
high school,” said Babini. “I was there 
when our drummer, Ken, was crowned 
Prom King.”

It’s Disney whirled
The Little Mermen rock a prom party
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Disney Prom with The Little Mer-
men at the Hall at MP [470 Driggs 
Ave. between N. 10th and N. 11th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 387–
4001, www.thehallbrooklyn.com]. 
May 21 at 10:30 pm. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance, $25 with reserved seats).

M U S I C

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

R
emember the Steeple-
chase!

It has been 50 years 
since the father of soon-to-be 
Republican presidential nom-
inee Donald Trump demol-
ished one of Coney Island’s 
most beloved icons — the Pa-
vilion of Fun at Steeplechase 
Park. A new exhibit open-
ing on May 28 details the de-
struction wrought by real es-
tate developer Fred Trump in 
a failed bid to build condos 
in the People’s Playground. 
That action drove the final 
nail in the coffin of old Co-
ney Island, says the man be-
hind the exhibit.

“That was a real turning 
point for Coney Island, ev-
erything changed after the 
pavilion was demolished — 
Fred Trump really shaped 
Coney Island in a negative 
way,” said Charles Denson, 
founder of the Coney Island 

History Project.
The Pavilion of Fun, built 

in 1908, was the centerpiece of 
entrepreneur George C. Tily-
ou’s Steeplechase Park. The 
giant glass-and-steel building 
housed some of Tilyou’s most 
popular attractions, including 
the Steeplechase Ride, which 
snaked in and out of its mas-
sive interior. The famous Stee-
plechase Funny Face, painted 
on its glass windows, smirked 
down at thrill-seekers.

But an economic down-
turn in the mid-1960s left the 
park and pavilion up for sale. 
Trump bought the property 
in 1965 to build condos there. 
The next year,  to prevent the 
city from declaring the park a 
protected landmark, the mo-

gul and his wealthy friends 
smashed the building’s most 
famous features. Coney Is-
landers are no stranger to 
development, but none have 
been so happy as Trump to 
tear down something so loved 
by locals, Denson said.

“Trump sent out engraved 
invitations and invited peo-
ple to throw rocks and bricks 
through the Funny Face — it 
was a desecration of an icon, 
it was insane.” Denson said. 
“Most developers are wor-
ried about making a profit, 

most wouldn’t throw a party 
to desecrate a stained glass 
window.”

The exhibit uses photos, 
newspaper clippings, and in-
terviews with eyewitnesses to 
chronicle the destruction of 
the Pavilion, and to recount 
the elder Trump’s first foray 
into Coney Island real estate 
— creating the apartment 
complex Trump Village and 
displacing low-income fam-
ilies, which Denson blames 
for devastating the neighbor-
hood’s economy.

The Donald plays a sur-
prisingly small role in the ex-
hibit, only meriting a small 
mention as an attendee at the 
closing of the Pavilion sale. 
Denson said he does not want 
to connect the two because 
this is a Coney Island-spe-
cific story.

“It’s not political in any 
way, it’s about Coney Island 
— how did it get this way?” 
he said. “To me the real busi-
ness in Coney Island has al-
ways been real estate and this 
is part of it.”

Trumping Coney
Recalling demolition of an icon

Sins of the father: Coney Island historian Charles 
Denson called the 1966 demolition of the Pavilion of 
Fun at Steeplechase Park by developer Fred Trump, 
father of The Donald, a “turning point” for the worse 
in the neighborhood. An exhibit about the destruc-
tion opens on Memorial day weekend.
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“50th Anniversary of 
Fred Trump’s Demoli-
tion of Steeplechase 
Pavilion” at the Coney 
Island History Project 
[3059 W. 12th Street, 
between Bowery Street 
and the Boardwalk. (347) 
702–8553, www.coney-
islandhistory.org. Open 
Sat–Sun, 1–7 pm, starting 
on May 28. Free.

C U LT U R E

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

You’ve never had a friend like him: Alexis Babini, 
the lead singer of the Little Mermen, will dress up for 
the band’s “Disney Prom” on May 21.
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pm. RentRideReturn [514 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
524–2421], www.nycbeach-
bus.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
Brooklyn Theater Club 
presents William Finn’s mu-
sical about dealing with a 
terminal illness. Each show 
recruits audience members 
for small speaking parts and 
roles in the chorus! $18 ($15 
in advance). 6 pm. Much-
more’s (2 Havemeyer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williams-
burg), www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com.  

MUSIC, “AT LAST I AM 
BORN,” A MORRISSEY 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION: 
Smith tribute band the 
Sons and Heirs performs, 
with Police cover band New 
York’s Finest. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MARKET, CARROLL PARK 
FAIR: The Friends of Carroll 
Park host a neighborhood 
market, along with a bouncy 
house for small children, live 
music from Sean Kershaw 
and Friends, and face paint-
ing. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
Carroll Park (Carroll Street 
between Court and Smith 
streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.friendsofcarrollpark.
com/carroll-park-fair. 

BABY GROW CLOTHING 
SWAP: At the Carroll Park 
Fair, swap new and gently 
used baby clothing, sizes 
newborn to 3T. Drop off 
items by 11 am. $5. 10 am–1 
pm. Carroll Park [Court 
Street between Carroll and 
President streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (412) 427–3227], 
www.babygrowgear.com. 

MARKET, PLANT-BASED 
BUSHWICK: A vegan food 
festival, with vendors, cloth-
ing sellers, and live music. 
Free. 10 am–6 pm. Light-
Space Studios (1115 Flush-
ing Ave. between Porter 
and Varick avenues in Bush-
wick), www.plantbased-
bushwick.com. 

ART, “ROODE HOEK”, “WIDE 
OPEN”, AND “RECYCLE”: 
Three shows at the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artist Coali-
tion: a celebration of the 
Red Hook’s Dutch past, a 
national juried show, and an 
exhibit of works in the re-
use genre. 1–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

DINING, BROOKLYN CRUSH 
WINE AND ARTISANAL 
FOOD FESTIVAL: Taste a 
curated selection of 175 
wines, complemented by 
light fare including hors 
d’oeurves, cheese and 
cracker selections. $65. 2 
pm and 7 pm. Factory Floor 
at Industry City (233 37th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park), 
www.newyorkwineevents.
com. 

READING, BLACK GIRL LIT: 
An evening of performance 
art that pivots off of the 
written and oral traditions 
of black feminist frame-
works. Free. 6:30 pm. Five-
Myles [558 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
718–783–4438], www.fi ve-
myles.org. 

FUND RAISER, GALLERY 
PLAYERS 50TH SEASON 
ANNOUNCEMENT PARTY: 
The Gallery Players an-
nounce the plays in their 
upcoming 50th season. 
With light refreshments, live 
entertainment, and a raffl e. 
$15. 7 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], 

www.galleryplayers.com. 
EQUINOX BROOKLYN ART 

SHOWCASE: A showcase 
of music, dance, and visual 
art. Free cocktails from 
8–10 pm, performance from 
Sarah Screams, Dyme-A-
Duzin, a burlesque opera 
performer and a comedian. 
And a live fi ve-way paint 
battle. $20. 8:30 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

SUN, MAY 22
MUSIC, ENSEMBLE LEON-

ARDA PLAYS BAROQUE 
MUSIC: The music of 
Corelli, Telemann, Bach, 
Handel, and others. $10 
suggested donation. 4 pm. 
Zion German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church [125-131 
Henry St. between Pier-
repoint and Clark streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (917) 
214–8714], www.ensemble-
leonarda.com/events. 

MUSIC, JAY NASH HOUSE 

CONCERT: Songwriter Jay 
Nash plays a show in an 
apartment. RSVP for the lo-
cation. $15. 6:30 pm. Paul’s 
Brooklyn House Concerts, 
https://concerts.shrub.ca. 

TALK, ABRIDGING CIVIL 
RIGHTS OF NON-ORTHO-
DOX IN ISRAEL: Rabbi Uri 
Regev discusses the remain-
ing obstacles to allowing 
Israel’s non-Orthodox ma-
jority to exercise full rights 
of marriage, divorce, and 
conversion. $10 suggested 
donation. 10:30 am. Union 

Temple [17 Eastern Pkwy 
between Grand Army Plaza 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–7600], 
uniontemple.org. 

MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 
MARKET AND FLEA: A 
pop-up fashion, art and de-
sign market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

TAP ATTACK: Celebrate Na-
tional Tap Dance Day by 

visiting the gravesite of the 
legendary Bill “Bojangles” 
Robinson. Bring a picnic 
lunch and blanket and enjoy 
performances by the Tap 
City Youth Ensemble. Free. 
Noon. The Evergreens 
Cemetery [1629 Bushwick 
Ave. at Conway Street in 
Bushwick, (718) 455–5300], 
theevegreenscemetery.
com. 

READING, AN EVENING 
WITH KARL OVE KNUAS-
GAARD: The acclaimed 
Norwegian author of “My 
Struggle” chats with the ed-
itor of the magazine Esopus. 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

MON, MAY 23
DANCE, BROOKLYN FOR 

DANCE: A memorable eve-
ning with dance stars, advo-
cates, patrons, and friends 
celebrating dance and 
culture in the borough of 
Brooklyn. With cocktails and 
live performances. $100. 
6 pm. Mark Morris Dance 
Group [3 Lafayette Ave. 
between Nostrand Avenue 
and Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

TALK, USE OF FORCE IN 
PRISONS: A panel of lead-
ing thinkers discuss the 
balance between a correc-
tion offi cer’s safety and a 
prisoner’s rights. $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, VORTEX TEMPO-
RUM REVISITED: Pianist 
Marilyn Nonken and Sound 
Icon honor spectral music 
founder Gérard Grisey. $25 
($20 seniors and students). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

TUES, MAY 24
TALK, 20 YEARS OF DEMOC-

RACY NOW!: Amy Good-
man refl ects on the 20th an-
niversary of her radio show 
that gives voice to those 
speaking truth to power. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, “LITERARY DEATH 
MATCH”: Four writers read 
their own work for fi ve min-
utes or less, and are then 
judged by three all-star 
judges. Two fi nalists are 
chosen to compete in the 
Literary Death Match fi nale! 
With Aya Cash, H. Jon Ben-
jamin, Lindsay Zoladz, and 
more. $15 ($12 in advance). 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

FILM, “BLADE RUNNER” IM-
MERSIVE: Ghost Cop pro-
vides a live score to the sci-fi  
fi lm classic, while aerialists 
create additional visual 
spectacle. $20. 8 pm. House 
of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in Bush-
wick), www.houseofyes.org. 

WED, MAY 25
DANCE, “CLEAR NIGHT”: 

An all-day performance as 
part of Kim Brandt’s dance 
series. $10 suggested dona-
tion. Noon–6 pm. Pioneer 
Works [159 Pioneer St. be-
tween Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC ENSEM-
BLE: Classic and new works. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Col-
lege Studio 312, Roosevelt 
Hall Extension [2900 Bed-
ford Ave. between Cam-
pus Road and Avenue I in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.bcmusic.org. 

COMEDY, THE DO-OVER 
COMEDY TOUR: Adam 
Sandler, David Spade, Nick 
Swardson, and Rob Sch-
neider perform stand-up. 
$55–$255. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THEATER, “ORPHAN ACTION 
LEAGUE”: An eccentric mil-
lionaire assembles an elite 
group of crime-fi ghting 
orphans to take down a 
factory-owning, child labor-
using villain called Grandpa 
Moneybags. $10. 8:30 pm. 
The Annoyance Theatre 
[367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
St. in Williamsburg, (718) 
569–7810], www.theannoy-
ancenewyork.com. 

THURS, MAY 26
DANCE, “CLEAR NIGHT”: $10 

suggested donation. 4 pm. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pioneer 
St. between Imlay and Con-
over streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–3001], pioneer-
works.org. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, WRITING ABOUT 
YOUR LIFE WITH DONNA 

MINKOWITZ: The author 
of “Growing Up Golem: 
How I Survived My Mother, 
Brooklyn and Some Really 
Bad Dates” discusses mem-
oir writing in this workshop. 
Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Williamsburg 
branch [240 Division Ave. 
between Rodney Street 
and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3485], 
www.bklynlibrary.org/
calendar/new-york-writers-
workshop-williamsburgh-
library-052616. 

TALK, RACE AND HISTORY: 
Scholar Khalil Gibran Mu-
hammad discusses the 
intersection of race relations 
and social justice in Amer-
ica. $10. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, IMMIGRANTS WHO 
MADE CONEY ISLAND 
FAMOUS: Historian Charles 
Denson gives a slide talk 
about several immigrant 
families who started small in 
Coney Island and then went 
on to become enormously 
successful. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 265–3220], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

COMEDY, S--- SHOW: Stand-
ups with kids tell stories 
about parenting. With Oph-
ira Eisenberg, Emily Flake, 
Andy Ross, and more. $10 
($8 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

FILM, “LOS PUNKS — WE 
ARE ALL WE HAVE”: A 
documentary about the 
Los Angeles punk scene. 
South Central Riot Squad 
plays before the screen-
ing. Free with RSVP. 8 pm. 
House of Vans (25 Franklin 
St. between Quay and N. 
15th streets in Greenpoint), 
www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

COMEDY, IN YOUR FACE 
AND IN YOUR HEAD: An 
interactive comedy and 
mentalism show featuring 
mind reading, hypnosis, 
future sight, and spirit me-
diumship performed by Ben 
Wasserman. Free. 8 pm. 
Halyards (403 Third Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Gowanus), 
barhalyards.com. 

COMEDY, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT LOVE AND SEX 
SCENES: Comedian Kevin 
Maher and romance novelist 
Rebecca Rogers Maher ex-
plore some of cinema’s best 
and worst depictions of 
sex and romance. $13. 9:30 
pm. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

FRI, MAY 27
DANCE, DANCEAFRICA 

2016: The African dance 
festival focuses on Senegal, 
with two Dakar-based 
companies: Watto Siita and 
Tenane. $20–$60. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, LOW MENTALITY: 
Nikhil P. Yerawadekar, of 
Antibalas, and his new band 
play songs from the new 
album “Everything Lasts 
Forever.” $10 suggested do-
nation. 10 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com.

FILM, WIZARDS: The ani-
mated 1977 fi lm about 
wizards battling mutants is 
presented with a live score 
from the band Black Lodge. 
$12. midnight. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

SAT, MAY 28
MUSIC, LATE NIGHT DANCE 

PARTY WITH TONY 
HUMPHRIES: Part of the 
DanceAfrica festival. Free. 
10 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

ART, “ABYSSAL” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Sara Jimenez 
suspends fabric nets from 
the ceiling of the gallery, 
while two performers in an 
elevated space continue to 
weave and create new nets. 
Free. 5–8 pm. FiveMyles 
[558 St Johns Pl in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org/sara-
jimenez. 

READING, THE WORLD’S 
OLDEST SHIP POETRY 
READING: Featuring poets 
Caitlin McDonnell, Lea Díaz, 
and Eighty-pound Pug and 
Steve Dalachinsky. With 
music from Water Brain and 
video projections. $5 sug-
gested donation. 6 pm. J+B 
Design & Cafe [300 Sev-
enth St. between between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) 987–3217], 
www.jplusbdesign.com. 

COMEDY, PICTURE THIS!: 
Comedians perform stand-
up while animators draw 
the stories. Hosted by 
Peggy O’Leary. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

See biscuit: In the play “Backstage in Biscuit Land,” playing May 20 at Bric House in Fort Greene, Jess Thom 
(right) becomes “Touretteshero,” using the actor’s Tourette syndrome to introduce a random element into 
the comedy, puppetry, and singing on stage.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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the balance that’s right for you.

See what else we’re doing at BalanceNewYorkCity.org
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that swamis have as much 
stress as them,” he chuck-
led. “It’s just a matter of how 
you deal with it.”

The trek from footloose 
teen to spiritual leader is what 
his first book, “The Journey 
Home: Autobiography of an 
American Swami” was about. 
A bestseller. His latest book, 
“The Journey Within: Ex-
ploring the Path of Bhakti,” 
is about the spiritual lessons 
learned along the way. 

The lessons did not come 
easily. After he landed in 
Europe, Slavin hitchhiked 
across the continent in search 
of truth. 

“I was going to cathedrals 
and synagogues to study, be-
cause I really believed in the 
unity of all religions,” he re-
calls. He studied Islam in Tur-
key and Iran. By the time he 
got to India to study the reli-

gions there, “I became a very 
serious ascetic. I would never 
sleep inside any building, be-
cause I considered that too 
luxurious. So I slept under 
trees, or in caves.”

Now, readers, here I must 
confess something: This man 
grew up one suburb way from 
mine. He went to my rival 
high school and is just about 
10 years older. When we dis-
cussed our favorite childhood 
haunts, he gleefully recalled 
the local pancake house and 

summers on Lake Michi-
gan, though, “As a swami, 
I can’t tell you what we used 
to do when we’d sneak onto 
the beach.” Another laugh. 
The point is, he comes from 
a background very familiar 
to me. But … most of us did 
not go off and sleep in caves. 
How on earth did his par-
ents react? 

When he finally returned 
to America for the first time, 
he says, “It was a culture 
shock for me and a culture 

shock for them. My father 
and brother came to meet 
me at the airport. The only 
luggage I had was a begging 
bowl. They didn’t know what 
to think. But we adjusted to 
each other in a very sweet 
and wonderful way.”

That’s probably because 
the swami was not the car-
icature that many of us had 
or even still have of the Hare 
Krishnas — lost souls in 
loose robes chanting in the 
streets and offering flowers. 
Cult members. 

“In every religion there’s 
wacky people,” the swami 
said matter-of-factly. Because 
the Hare Krishna religion was 
first established in Amer-
ica in 1966, right around 
the time of the counter-cul-
ture, the two got entwined in 
the public mind. Lost souls 
did join. So what?

Hare Krishna is not an 
American fad. It’s an ancient 
Indian religion that says we 
are all one — humans, ani-
mals, all of us who seek sus-
tenance here on earth. And 
when we chant the name of 
Krishna — God — we get 
closer and closer to realiz-
ing that connectedness. 

That doesn’t sound any 
dippier than going to church 
or temple. And if it makes 
people ready to build schools, 
respect nature, and provide 
for the very poor, more power 
to it — and the former Rich-
ard Slavin. 

(But if my son is reading 
this, please note: Do not stay 
away for 40 years!) 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids
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W
hen he was 19, Richard 
Slavin, a nice Jewish 
boy from the suburbs 

of Chicago, went backpacking 
in Europe for two months. 

“Hey,” I told him. “I have 
a son about to do the same 
thing.”

“But,” Slavin added with 
a twinkle, “I never came 
back!”

With that he gave a hearty 
laugh — as jolly a sound as 
the ice cream man’s bell. Pure 
joy. He could laugh now — he 
was laughing now, in a con-
ference room in Midtown, in 
town for a book tour — be-
cause at 60-something and 
bald, he is no longer the 
wandering hippie of 1970. 
In fact, he is no longer even 
Richard Slavin. Today he is 
Radhanath Swami, one of the 
most prominent leaders of 
the Hare Krishnas.

The swami was dressed in 
coral-colored robes, as well 
as a coral sweatshirt that he 
took off in the warm cor-
porate office. His assistant 
jumped up to fold it for him, 
but the swami — spiritual 
leader to millions — noncha-
lantly did it himself. This is 
not a guy who lives a Kar-
dashian life. He’s a monk. He 
sleeps on the floor. He rises 
at 4 every morning for chant-
ing and meditation — and 
breakfast isn’t until 9!

So how does a suburban 
American kid end up living 
in India, leading a congrega-
tion that feeds 300,000 im-
poverished children a day, 
along with running a hospi-
tal, an orphanage, a handful 
of eco-villages, and about a 
dozen schools for the very 
poor? The swami smiled 
and raised his eyebrows as 
I asked. He looked as sur-
prised as me.

And by the way, in be-
tween all these India du-
ties, the swami travels the 
world to lecture at campuses 
across the states, including 
Google’s and Harvard’s, talk-
ing about things like spiri-
tuality and stress.

“I have to admit to them 

Chatting with the Krishna next door

By Lenore Skenazy

I
’m in the midst of reading 
“Thy Neighbor’s Wife,” 
Gay Talese’s 1981 book 

about the changing mores 
of sexuality in this country, 
and it is fascinating. Not that 
long ago, people were put in 
jail for trafficking sexually 
explicit content. D.H. Law-
rence’s “Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover” was banned. Hugh 
Hefner followed the path that 
others paved with Playboy, 
and now, of course, every-
thing imaginable is just a 
click away on the internet. 
Yet I think those easy-to-find 
images belie a continued re-
sistance to honest dialogue 
about the role sex plays in 
people’s lives.

Showing intercourse is 
easy. What is hard is to shape 
and define what true intimacy 
looks like.  

So how do we explain 
the intimate arts to our chil-
dren?

For better or worse, kids 
pick up most of what they 

“know” by example, and talk-
ing about sexuality openly 
and unashamedly is impor-
tant, especially if we hope our 
kids can do the same.

One night a few months 
back, apropos of nothing (ex-
cept maybe the subject of rap 
lyrics he’s constantly utter-
ing), we started talking about 
sodomy at the dinner table 
with my 15-year-old. With 
gay marriage a hot topic, I 
thought it might be interest-
ing for him to understand that 
in many states sodomy is il-
legal. We talked about the 
hypocrisy of such laws, and 
about whether it should be 
up to the government to de-

termine what we do in our 
bedrooms. It wasn’t awk-
ward or uncomfortable, it 
was just an interesting con-
versation about the realities 
of people’s behaviors and the 
rules that society sometimes 
makes to try to angle peo-
ple in a certain direction — 
one deemed “right” by those 
making the rules. 

“It’s a really interesting 
topic for a school paper,” I 
suggested, knowing even as 
the words were out of my 
mouth that it was none of 
my business what he chose 
to write about. But still. 

With all the seeming 
“knowledge” my kids have 

of sex from their unrestricted 
internet use, from movies and 
shows and sites that we do not 
ever monitor, I am most con-
cerned that they might not un-
derstand the underlying emo-
tions that these physical acts 
trigger and raise. Eli and I 
watched “Jerry Maguire” to-
gether recently and for all 
his explicit lyric singing, he 
got quite busy looking stuff 
up on his phone during the 
incredibly intimate kissing 
scene that seemed to me to 
go on forever. 

For all that I pray that my 
boys are sensitive to their fu-
ture partners, and careful to 
use protection, I don’t focus 
on warnings. Far too often, 
the fear and shame that gets 
fed to us early on thwarts any 
real possibility that we can 
find the true intimacy and 
joys of sexuality that make 
life so pleasurable. To me, 
there is little worse than mak-
ing people feel bad for the 
thoughts that emerge nat-
urally into one’s mind, for 
the feelings that creep unwit-
tingly into one’s body. 

It is challenging to talk 
about the confusing reality of 

Let’s talk about sex — for real

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

desire, especially as a mom to 
a boy. I talk sometimes of my 
first kiss, but it feels inappro-
priate to go into the specif-
ics about my first pleasures, 
how surprising and exciting 
they were. Can parents ever 
be the ones to help you nav-
igate in this arena, or are we 
hog-tied and muzzled from 
muttering anything true lest 
it seem “creepy?” 

It is a strange thing in a 
household, then, that sex be-
comes a little bit of the ele-
phant in the room. It seems 
ever-present in media, espe-
cially comedy, and yet the 
dialogue about it is often 
course, vulgar, not very in-
timate at all. It doesn’t very 
often get to the important as-
pects of physical congress, 
the crucial intimacy that is 
born between people who en-
gage in sexual acts together, 
the emotions that arise with-
out reason. 

My goal is to be there as a 
sounding board for my kids, 
to help them sort and figure 
their real feelings out amidst 
this ostensibly open climate 
that is still rather closed. 

I guess the only way is 
to stay on top of it, to look 
for signs and little slivers of 
openings to have those real 
conversations. 

ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER. CALL (718) 260-4552
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Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at
Kingsborough Community College!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
brightest elementary students 
are fleeing local schools and 
will continue to do so even 
after the district finally adds 
dedicated classes for them 
fall, because the new pro-
gram won’t be on par with 
those in other nabes, say area 
parents. 

The new gifted and tal-
ented program in District 16 
will start three grades levels 
later, and use a different ad-
missions criteria that parents 
say the city has still not really 
explained. Given the choice 
between the two, families will 
opt to send their pint-sized 
prodigies to the standard pro-
gram in other districts for fear 
their kids will fall behind, said 
one local mom.

“If parents have a choice 
between a District 16 school 
for kindergarten and a gifted 
and talented kindergarten in 
another district, they’re more 
likely to choose the out-of-
district program if they can 
get in,” said Rachel Beebe, 
who has a 4 and 6-year-old 
and is a member of local par-
ent group the Bed-Stuy Par-
ents Committee.

District 16 — which en-
compasses most of Bedford-
Stuyvesant and a small part 
of Crown Heights —  has long 
been one of the few districts in 
the city without a gifted and 
talented program . Eduction 

Too little, too late
Parents: Families will shun unorthodox gifted program

“It’s only a good idea if the 
other criteria are objective,” 
said Beebe. “If you rely on 
teacher’s recommendations, 
I feel like that’s going to en-
hance the problems that are 
already there.” 

The district’s community 
education council 
— a panel of lo-
cal parents tasked 
with advising the 
department on lo-
cal school issues 
— sent  a letter  a 
month ago asking 
for an explanation, 
and expressing its 
disappointment 
that the program 
won’t be available 

to kindergarten through sec-
ond graders. 

But it still hasn’t received a 
response, and its leader is wor-
ried the radio silence could 
be a sign the city is ignor-
ing Bedford-Stuyvesant kids 
once again. 

“Our chief concern is DOE 
hasn’t responded to our letter,” 
said NeQuan McLean, who is 
the president of Community 
Education Council 16. “They 
pushed us and we write a letter 
of support and we still haven’t 
heard back from them.”  

the so-called pilot 
program to three 
other districts in 
low-income ar-
eas across the 
city where stu-
dents have his-
torically received 
low marks on the 
gifted and talented 
entrance test — 
only 36 out of 256 
Bedford-Stuyve-
sant students who took the 
test passed this year, accord-
ing to Department of Educa-
tion data.

But Beebe and other local 
parents say it has been diffi-
cult to get answers from the 
department about how it will 
actually assess the entrance 
criteria, and make sure teach-
ers and administrators are fair 
and consistent in their eval-
uations so poor, black, and 
Latino kids aren’t subject to 
discrimination.

honchos in March finally an-
nounced they will launch one 
at PS 26 this coming school 
year, following demands from 
parents who have until now 
had to bus brainiac kids into 
other districts. 

But the program still won’t 
be the same. It will begin in 
third grade instead of kinder-
garten — which is the norm 
across the city — and will 
admit kids based on criteria 
such as grades, attendance, 
and perceived curiosity and 
quickness to learn, instead of 
the standardized test other ar-
eas use. 

When announcing the new 
program, schools czar Car-
men Farina claimed that it is 
easier to identify clever kids 
in second grade than in pre-
K, but local parents weren’t 

convinced, and argued that 
their blossoming scholars 
would continue to fall be-
hind the rest of the city, put-
ting them at a disadvantage 
when competing for seats in 
top middle schools.

The city will also introduce 

The city will introduce a gifted and talented pro-
gram for third graders at PS 26 in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant this fall, but some parents think they’re getting 
the short end of the stick.
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Schools in crisis!

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

That’s one way to drive 
your message home.

Police drove bulldozers 
over more than 70 confiscated 
dirt-bikes and all-terrain vehi-
cles at a Red Hook tow pound 
on Tuesday, in a public de-
molition derby the city’s top 
cop says he hopes serves as a 
warning to the daredevils who 
ride the banned bikes around 
the city’s streets.

“We want to send out 
a very strong message to 
the nitwits and knuckle-
heads who insist on oper-
ating these illegal vehicles on 
the streets, sidewalks, parks, 
and housing developments of 
the city of New York, cre-
ating extraordinary dangers 
not only for themselves but 
for the public,” said Com-
missioner Bill Bratton.

Bratton said the flattened 
vehicles represent just a frac-

tion of the more than 600 il-
legal bikes the officers have 
seized this year.

It would be counterpro-
ductive for the department 
to sell the confiscated rides 
to raise money, he claimed, 
given they’re illegal in New 
York and all — that would 
be like selling black-market 
guns back onto the streets 
— but the department does 
reap 2 cents per pound for 
the scrap metal.

An adrenaline crush
Police mash dozens of illegal dirtbikes

A bulldozer crushes confiscated dirtbikes and all-terrain vehicles at the po-
lice department’s demolition derby.
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By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

The kids are all write!
A Cobble Hill nursing home 

honored five local fourth and 
fifth graders for penning awe-
some essays about the spe-
cial adults in their lives at an 
awards ceremony on May 11, 
and organizers said they were 
blown away by the kids’ love 

and respect for their elders. 
“When we read these es-

says, we could not believe 
the depth of these feelings 
that they had toward these 
older people,” said Cobble 
Hill Health Center spokes-
woman Nini Rubin.

Dozens of kids from nearby 
schools entered the contest, 
and residents at the center then 

chose the five winners, who 
received certificates and free 
movie tickets and concessions 
from Cobble Hill Cinema.

Sofia Alexandra from A. 
Fantis Parochial School, Ga-
briela Garcia from PS 38, PS 
32 student Maximus Grego-
rian, Roxy Pipino from PS 
58, and PS 29 pupil Talia 
Willscher all scored prizes.

Looks good on paper!
Cobble Hill kids pen essays about elders

Top essayists Sofia Alexandra, Maximus Gregorian, 
Gabriela Garcia, and Roxy Pipino received certifi-
cates and Cobble Hill Cinema tickets.
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