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BROOKLYN’S CHOICE FOR QUALITY, CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE

ProHEALTHURGENTCARE.COM 1-888-500-5656 • MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM • SAT & SUN: 9AM-6PM

26 Court Street in Brooklyn Heights
between Remsen and Montague

330 Court Street in Carol Garden
between Sackett and Union

• 5 New Brooklyn Locations • Open 7 Days A Week • No Appointment Needed • Most Insurances Accepted

Heat wave!
Last week brought sultry temperatures that felt more like August 
than May — but this Board-walker didn’t let the weather cramp her 
Coney Island style.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Now it really is a mirage.
The city pulled the plug on contro-

versial Williamsburg pop-up nightclub 
the Brooklyn Mirage last Friday, revok-
ing its right to party after the Fire De-
partment found it was a disaster wait-
ing to happen the night before.

New York’s Bravest shut the decadent 
outdoor venue on Stewart Avenue and Me-
serole Street around midnight last Thurs-
day after finding it was full of “combusti-
ble material” and other fire hazards, and 
didn’t have enough staff on hand to ensure 
the place was safe from going up in flames, 
a Fire Department spokesman said.

Department of Buildings then revoked 
the Mirage’s temporary place of assem-
bly permit — which was otherwise valid 
through June 19, according to an agency 
spokeswoman — slapping a vacate order 
on the venue’s entrance that describes it 
as “imminently perilous to life.” 

The venue’s organizers say they were 
blindsided by the eviction, claiming the 
venue had passed safety inspections with 
both the agency and Fire Department 
in the past, but that it would work on 
getting the permits back to open the 
doors once again.

“We look forward to learning how 

City pulls plug on 
Brooklyn Mirage

PARTY CRASHERS

we may resolve new but unknown con-
cerns,” they said in a statement on the 
Mirage’s Facebook page. 

But it was just the latest run-in with 
law enforcement for the Mirage’s orga-
nizer City Fox —  police busted the out-
fit selling booze without a liquor license  
at the Mirage last Saturday, and the Fire 
Department  also shut down  the compa-
ny’s Halloween party  at a toxic Green-
point warehouse last year after decid-
ing it, too, was a fire hazard.

The State Liquor Authority denied the 
nightclub’s application for a series of tem-
porary alcohol-slinging permits for the 
site earlier this month, on the grounds that 
the venue isn’t all that temporary. 

The venue had taken the first steps 
towards applying for a full license, re-
cently appearing before the local commu-
nity board, though  an authority spokes-
man said  Saturday’s bust could affect its 
chances of scoring one.

BAD WEEK FOR WILLIAMSBURG NIGHTLIFE

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg’s Black Bear Bar 
hosted a skinhead punk festival on 
Saturday night, then pulled the show’s 
Sunday slot after locals and anti-rac-
ism groups accused it of welcoming 
“hate music” bands and a crowd that 
performed Nazi salutes.

The N. Sixth Street watering hole’s 
booker claims it didn’t see anything sus-
picious about NYC Oi! Fest’s lineup of 
bands with names such as Close Shave 
and Iron City Hooligans, but one bar 
regular said she knew something was 
up as soon as she caught a glimpse of 
the hundreds of skinheads standing in 
front of the venue at 7 pm, and felt too 
uncomfortable to stick around.  

“There must have been around 250 
skinheads. They took over the whole 

Bar shocks with skinhead festival

Critics claimed these images from the concert at Williamsburg’s 
Black Bear Bar showed attendees throwing up Nazi salutes.
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The Department of Buildings plas-
tered this notice on the Brooklyn 
Mirage last Friday afternoon.
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sidewalk,” said the long-time local, 
who is Dominican and asked to re-
main anonymous due to fears for her 
safety. “I felt like I wasn’t welcomed 
and was stared at.”

Locals and activists swarmed the 
bar’s social media accounts after the 
festival organizer’s announced it would 
be the venue on Saturday — a day af-
ter noted civil-rights organization  the 
Southern Poverty Law Center posted 
a warning about the event , identify-
ing ties between “far-right” groups 

DID SOME SALACIOUS SINKS SCARE OFF CB1? 
SEE PAGE 6

MORE NIGHTLIFE NEWS INSIDE!

See PUNKS  on page 6

By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

Their business is ’shroom-
ing!

Two former corporate types 
are growing mushrooms inside 
an old Bedford-Stuyvesant fac-
tory, where they plan to cultivate 
an edible empire with an obscure 
variety called lion’s mane. Weird 
fungi was once a tough sell, they 
say, but the recent trend towards 
local, small-batch, eco-friendly 
foods has turned them into a real 
growth industry.

“Even a couple years ago people 
weren’t looking for more exotic 
mushrooms than maitake or shii-
take,” said Jennifer Macdonald, 
who co-founded Shroom, which 
she runs out or the old Pfizer build-
ing on Flushing Avenue. “All of 
those elements come together to 
make it possible to have a sus-

tainable business at this time and 
this space.”

Macdonald and her business 
partner Angela Watts first started 
growing lion’s mane — a long, 
stringy variety with a meaty tex-
ture, used in both Chinese cooking 
and medicine — under their beds 
and in closets of the Manhattan 
home they shared in 2011.

They both worked in finance at 
the time, but wanted to do some-
thing to make the world a bet-
ter place, and Watts became ob-
sessed with mycology when she 
realized the spongy growths aren’t 
just great in a risotto — they can 
also soak up pollution and cure 
what ails you. 

Watts said she was particu-
larly inspired after she gave her 
sick parents capsules of dried li-
on’s mane and reishi mushroom 
powder, and their health improved 

dramatically. 
“I was so excited,” she said. “I 

felt that I wouldn’t be able to sleep 
until I had a grow-room filled with 
lion’s mane.”

Mushrooms are also an incred-
ibly sustainable food, as they can 
grow in coffee grounds, newspa-
pers, or rotting logs, they said. 
Shroom is cultivating its fungi in 
bags of sawdust from local car-
penters.

“When you think about it, 
mushrooms are some of the 
world’s greatest recyclers,” Mac-
donald said.

Farming indoors means Mac-
donald and Watts can also control 
the humidity and other growing 
conditions of their crops. They 
could grow up to 800 pounds of 
lion’s mane a week in their space, 
but are currently producing 100 
pounds while they refine their 

product with local chefs, their 
primary market.

“We just want to get it right, 
and first it’s becoming the num-
ber one provider of lion’s mane 
in the Tri-State area,” said Mac-
donald.

But the pair don’t plan on stop-
ping there. They have also ex-
perimented with different strands 
of ’shrooms in a field they call 
“microfarmocology” — grow-
ing mushrooms while research-
ing their medicinal and environ-
mental potential. They eventually 
hope to work with local govern-
ments to get plastic-eating fungi 
into the landfills.

But first they have to focus on 
breaking into the business. Grow-
ing mushrooms in your closet is 
easy, they say, but doing it on an 
industrial scale involves a lot of 
groping around in the dark.

SETTLING THE SPORES
Indoor farm grows exotic mushrooms in Bed-Stuy factory

Angela Watts and Jennifer Macdonald have moved from incubating mushroom spawn in 
their closets and under their beds to maintaining a full-fledged indoor fungus farm in the 
old Pfizer factory.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re finally checking out!
The Jehovah’s Witnesses are sell-

ing an opulent old hotel at Clark and 
Willow streets — one of the few 
buildings left in the church’s port-
folio of pricey Brooklyn Heights 
properties. And with the structure’s 
sweeping views of the East River, 
former residents say they’ve saved 
one of the best till last.  

“You simply can’t get a more 
beautiful location,” said Richard 

Devine, a spokesman for the outfit’s 
property hawking offshoot Watch-
tower Realty, who lived in the build-
ing between Clark and Pineapple 
streets for 10 years.

The 16-story building dates back 
to the late 1920s, when it was called 
the Leverich Towers Hotel — a lux-
ury lodging where Dodgers players 
stayed during home stands. 

Architectural firm Starrett and 
Van Vleck designed the castle-like 
facade, the same firm behind  the 
most recent Downtown Macy’s 

— nee Abraham and Straus — 
building .

The Witnesses bought the build-
ing for a little under $2 million in 
1975 and have since renovated it 
to include 295 studio and one-bed-
room units, where members used 
to live.

Whoever buys the property is 
unlikely to turn it back into a ho-
tel, as that wouldn’t be allowed un-
der the current zoning, but Devine 
says the property is more likely to 
end up as rentals or condos for busy 

young people who don’t mind liv-
ing in close quarters. 

“There’s often a market for 
smaller units especially for young 
professionals,” he said. 

The sect  has been selling off 
the many buildings  it has accrued 
in Brooklyn Heights and Dumbo 
since moving there in 1909, ahead 
of its relocation to upstate New York 
next year. 

This is the third old hotel it 
has put on the block — it sold 
the Standish Arms on Columbia 

Heights for $50 million in 2007 and 
the Bossert on Montague Street for 
$81 million in 2012. 

The Standish is  now being turned 
into condos , while  the Bossert will 
soon be a hotel once again .

The company is also  in the midst 
of unloading  its massive main office 
building on Columbia Heights and 
a huge empty residential lot at Jay 
and Front streets. Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law, developer Jared Kush-
ner,  reportedly  has a handshake 
deal to buy the pair.

Witnesses selling massive Heights hotel

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are putting the old Leverich Tow-
ers Hotel on the block.
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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By Lauren GillBrooklyn Paper
Their cover is blown!The city plans to seize and de-molish the Gowanus Canal-side studio used to film acclaimed spy drama “The Americans” as part of the federal cleanup of the fetid waterway, officials announced at a public meeting last Monday — blindsiding a studio honcho who then attempted to bargain with the Feds over the millions it has sunk into leasing the local soundstage and the money it pumps into the local economy. 

“We’ve made a $1-million in-vestment as leasers and bring sig-nificant stimulus to the local en-vironment,” said Ian Defibaugh from Eastern Effects Studios on Nevins Street — who knew los-ing the land was a possibility go-ing into the meeting, but didn’t know it was a sealed deal until an agency rep announced it to the crowded auditorium.  The sexy FX Cold War drama  — starring  sexy Brooklyn Heights residents  Keri Russell and Mat-thew Rhys — regularly films in the studio between Douglass and De-Graw streets and brings in around $4 million each year to local busi-nesses, Defibaugh claimed.But the federal Environmental Protection Agency needs to use the lot as a “staging site” to stow and assemble equipment for the installation of a giant sewage tank next door — which will be used to stop the canal from flooding with poop when it rains — and will have to dig up the lot at some point regardless because it is pol-luted, according to local Super-fund czar Walter Mugdan.The Feds  had long been push-ing  the city to install the tank un-der the city-owned Double D pool in nearby Thomas Greene Park — which needs to be excavated for contaminated soil anyway — but  reached an agreement earlier this month to seize the land next to Eastern Effects via eminent do-main  and stick the tank there in-stead,  sparing the beloved swim-ming hole  from any extra years out of commission.Now Mugdan says the agency 

UN-‘AMERICANS’ City to demolish spy show’s studio for Canal cleanup

Power plant barges in

By Madeline AnthonyBrooklyn Paper
They got their advance from the big 5–0!
A pair of Bushwick buskers who sued the city after police cuffed them for performing on a subway platform say their al-legedly wrongful arrests have done wonders for their careers, as they’re now using their big payout from the city to fund a new album. 

“We are tying this back to mu-sic in a wack way!” said Jadon Woodward, who has been per-forming in a hip-hop duo with guitarist pal James Gallagher for the past five years. “We wouldn’t be able to do this with as much focus if not for the unfortunate incident.”
The city in March paid each of them around $18,000 to settle a suit after a police officer arrested them for performing acoustically at the Hoyt–Schermerhorn G train stop Downtown in late 2013. 

The duo claim authorities ran their names three times trying to find prior misdeeds without any luck before charging them with solicitation and loitering — even though busking on platforms is legal. 
The police let Gallagher go af-ter a few hours, but held Wood-ward, who is black, overnight for 19 hours — a disparity they called “racist”  — and a court later cleared them of all charges.The pair fought their case at the state level for about a year before hooking up with Williamsburg subway singer Andrew Kalleen — who made headlines in Oc-tober 2014  when cellphone foot-age of an officer arresting him for performing Metropolitan Av-enue G train station went viral  — and the collective suit quickly made it to federal court.The officers in both arrests denied all the charges, but the city agreed to settle, paying the trio $54,500, which they split 

three ways.
Woodward and Gallagher say they’re pouring most of their windfall into their new album, which they’re currently record-ing at a studio in Bushwick and plan to self-release. The extra cash has ironically afforded them the financial free-dom to give up busking while they focus on the record full-time, but they say they plan to return to their subterranean stage once the album is complete.Still, the pair aren’t exactly recommending a night in the slammer as a funding model, and they hope their court vic-tory spares other buskers from the same fate.

“We were taken down, but in the end this is a triumph,” said Woodward, “We’re showing our community of performers that if we keep pushing we can find jus-tice with solidarity.”The Police Department de-clined to comment.

Slammer jammersBuskers sue city, use money to fund album

Subway musicians Jadon Woodward and James Gallagher sued the city after police arrest-

ed them for busking on a platform — now they can support themselves without busking.
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Cleaning theGowanus

UNION STREET BRIDGE TO BE REPLACEDSEE PAGE 2

Brooklyn Heights residents Keri Russell and Matthew Rhys (top) won’t be able to walk to 

work anymore if officials seize and demolish the Gowanus Canal-side soundstage where 

they film their FX spy drama “The Americans.” Environmental Protection Agency honcho 

Walter Mugdan (left) broke the news to the studio at a meeting on Monday night.
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has embraced the city’s plan, too, because it believes the tank’s me-chanical equipment would take up too much of the local parkland, and it can turn most of the new above-ground land it acquires into more public green space. Assemblywoman Jo Anne Si-mon (D–Cobble Hill) also spoke up in favor of the city’s plan for that reason.
But the dozens of locals who packed out the meeting weren’t sold. They demanded the envi-ronmental agency go back to the pool scheme, given it will be dig-

ging it up anyway and would be much quicker and cheaper than go-ing through the process of taking private land through the courts — which they worry will delay the canal cleanup. 
“They’re creating a boondog-gle and making this project far more complex and expensive than it needs to be,” said Carroll Gardens resident Glenn Kelly. “They’re going to make this so big, it’s going to be impossible for them to finish it.”Mugdan stressed that the Feds have given the city a strict time-

FX
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line of four years to acquire the land, and said his agency is ready to switch gears and build under the park should it fail. The agency had originally given locals until May 16 to submit their comments about the plan, but it has now extended its public com-ment period until May 31 due to demand — though it is unlikely to actually consider anyone’s con-cerns, Mugdan said. “We’re not likely to walk away from it or change it, but this is the opportunity to tell us what you think,” he said. 
You can send your comments to: Walter Mugdan, US EPA Su-perfund Director, 290 Broadway, Floor 19, New York, NY 10007 or mugdan.walter@epa.gov
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natural born musician

EXCEPT IONAL
RECOVERY

The Institute for Orthopedic 
Medicine and Surgery 

at New York Methodist Hospital 
off ers comprehensive treatment for 
orthopedic disorders including sports 
injuries and joint replacement. An 
exceptional team of specialists provides 
a wide range of options for patients who 
have sustained injuries both on and off  
the playing fi eld.

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org   •   866-ORTHO-11

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The Gowanus studio 
where cable network FX 
films its sexy Cold War spy 
drama “The Americans” is 
on a not-so-secret mission 
to stop the city seizing its 
land as part of the federal 
Canal cleanup.

The owner of Eastern 
Effects Studios on Nevins 
Street has mounted a pub-
lic relations assault to con-
vince city officials that 
there are several better lots 
nearby, after they told him 
last month that they plan to 
take the soundstage via emi-
nent domain and pulverize it 
to make way for construction 
equipment while building a 
giant sewage tank nearby.

“There are alternative 
sites that are vacant, avail-
able, and serve the same pur-
pose or better,” said Scott 
Levy, who owns the studio 
between Degraw and Sack-
ett streets.

Levy — who says he has 
sunk $5 million into build-
ing his studio and is only five 
years into a 20-year lease on 
the property — claims los-
ing his studio would also pul-
verize his business and hun-
dreds of jobs.

astern Effects has two 
other properties along the 
canal, but the Nevins Street 
one — the site of all the in-
terior sets for “The Amer-
icans” — is its largest and 
most lucrative. If it closes, 
the business couldn’t survive 
on the backs of the others, 
he said.

“If this studio goes, it 
takes down the other stu-
dio locations along with 
it,” he said.

There had to be another 
way — and there is, Levy 
says.

There are two already-
vacant lots of the same size 
right near the tank site, and 
another that has been on the 
market for years, according 
to a website he set up to ar-
gue his case.

And many locals and 
Hollywood types are rally-
ing around Levy’s cause — 

A man on a mission
‘The Americans’ studio owner fi ghts city land grab

Alt Site 1:
Vacant, at-grade 

site owned by 
ConEdison, same 
square footage as 
Eastern Effect lot.

Alt Site 2:
Lot has been 
on the market 
for many years, 
current uses are 
temporary and 

not job intensive.

Alt Site 3:
Vacant building 
that has recently 

changed 
ownership.

nearly 1,800 residents, com-
munity groups, businesses, 
and pols have sent letters or 
signed petitions urging the 
city and Feds to at least look 
at the alternative sites, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
the studio.

“It is worthwhile from 
a public policy perspec-
tive to explore alternatives 
that would not unnecessar-
ily harm a young and thriv-
ing business,” Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill) wrote in his submis-
sion.

“The Americans” stars — 
including Brooklyn Heights 
residents Keri Russell and 
Matthew Rhys — haven’t 
come out fighting because 
their contracts prevent them 
from talking to the press 
about such things, accord-
ing to Levy, but FX parent 
company Fox Entertainment 
Group submitted a letter of 
support.

The federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency said 
the city will make the final 
call on what slices of land it 
seizes for the tank project, 

but there is some hope that 
the studio will live to see a 
clean canal — a spokesman 
for Mayor DeBlasio said City 
Hall is taking the Eastern Ef-
fects’ case into account.

“We will continue to work 
diligently and creatively to 
find the best path forward,” 
said spokesman Raul Con-
treras.

If the city goes ahead with 
the plan to take the Eastern 
Effects lot, Levy said he can 
still try to fight it in court, 
but judges’ rulings in similar 
cases do not bode well.

Eastern Effects owner Scott Levy (top) is trying to convince the city not to seize 
his studio during the Gowanus Canal cleanup, and use a different lot instead. 
(Above left) These are the sites that Levy thinks would be better suited for the 
job, so television show “The Americans” can keep filming in his studio.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a 55-year-
old woman who they say 
stabbed a lady to death in 
a Third Avenue building on 
May 28.

Authorities said the ac-
cused allegedly knifed the 
48-year-old woman several 
times with a red-handled blade 
in the building near Atlantic 
Avenue around 6:30 am.

Police arrived at 6:58 am, 
and the victim was taken to 

Methodist Hospital, where she 
was announced dead approx-
imately an hour later, accord-
ing to a report.

Nasty surprise
A goon with a gun threat-

ened a guy into giving up $460 
on Bridge Street in MetroTech 
Commons on May 23.

The victim told police he 
was en route to Tillary Street 
at 11:15 pm when the cretin 
approached him from behind, 
placed a gun to his right rib 
cage, and snarled, “If you 
scream, you will die.” 

The lout then removed 
the victim’s wallet out of his 

The two suspects allegedly 
took the bikes from their re-
spectful renters, where they 
were last signed out near Bed-
ford Avenue and Nassau Street 
at 11:14 am that day, police 
reported. 

The suspects rode the bikes 
to Clinton Avenue at 7:27 pm, 
where police slapped them in 
cuffs, according to authori-
ties. 

Dirty crooks 
Two knaves stole a bunch 

of laundry detergent from a 
Smith Street store on May 30, 
police said.

The two rustlers, a man and 
woman, entered the store be-
tween Union and President 
streets at 6:10 pm and filled 
their shopping cart with 20 
bottles of Tide laundry deter-
gent, then left the store with-
out paying, according to au-
thorities. 

School brawl 
Two 14-year-old girls got 

into a squabble in their class-
room at a Baltic Street school, 
which escalated into vio-
lence when one punched and 
scratched the other on May 25, 
a police report states.

The victim told police she 
was sitting in class between 
Hoyt and Smith streets at 2:20 
pm when they started arguing, 
and the other student punched 
her, then scratched her above 
her eye and on her chest, po-
lice said. 

No class 
Some snake swiped a teen’s 

phone after he left it on a desk 
in a classroom at a Conover 
Street school on May 26.

The victim told police 
he stepped out of the class-
room and left his iPhone 6S 
on his desk in the school be-
tween Dikeman and Wolcott 
streets at 12:30 pm. When he 
returned, some delinquent had 
swiped the gadget, said cops. 
 — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Two on one
Two knife-wielding vil-

lains threatened a guy on 12th 
Avenue on May 25, accord-
ing to a police report.

The victim said he was 
near 62nd Street when the 
guys came up to him. The 
first perp grabbed his shirt 
and said, “Give me your s--- 
or I stab you” while pulling 
out a knife, police said. 

The victim got away and 
ran toward 64th Street, police 
said. The brutes chased him 
for a while but then gave up, 
the report said.

Unlocked
An intruder broke into 

a woman’s home on 72nd 
Street and stole jewelry and 
cash stored in a lockbox on 
May 24, police said.

The woman returned to 
her home near Fort Hamilton 
Parkway at 3 pm and noticed 
her rear kitchen window was 
open, a police report said. 

She then noticed her lock-
box was broken, open, and 
missing its contents: 10 gold 
bracelets, $5,000, 500 Euros, 
a PC laptop, a credit card, and 
a pocket watch, according to 
the report. The victim said she 
left her window closed but not 
locked, police said.

Tire thieves
Police cuffed two guys who 

they say tried to steal tires off 
a car parked on 77th Street on 
May 29, according to a po-
lice report.

A witness said he saw two 
guys with a tire jack and tools 
working on his neighbor’s sil-
ver car near 12th Avenue at 1 
am. The suspects fled toward 
13th Avenue in a black 2002 
Nissan, the witness said.

Police found a spring 
knife in the car’s center con-
sole in their search, the re-
port said.

Pricey purse
A purloiner pinched a 

woman’s purse from a Fifth 
Avenue movie theater on May 
24, police said.

The woman said she real-
ized she didn’t have her things 
with her when she left the 
theater near Bay Ridge Av-
enue around 11 pm. She went 
back inside, but couldn’t find 
the designer purse that had 
$2,000, her driver’s license, 
and gold diamond earrings 
in it, police said.

Cover-up
Someone stole a lady’s wal-

let she hid under a sweater in 
a 73rd Street bar on May 21 
while she smoked outside, a 
police report said.

The woman left her wallet 
— which held two debit cards, 
one credit card, and her driv-
er’s license — under a friend’s 
sweater on a table at the bar 
near Third Avenue around 2 
am to go have a smoke out-
side, police said. 

When they returned to the 
table the sweater was there 

— but the wallet was gone, 
police said.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

No riding here
A bike-riding baddie at-

tacked a woman who was 
jogging in McCarren Park 
on Driggs Avenue on May 
27, police said.

The woman said she was 
jogging in the park near Lo-
rimer Street around 11 am 
when she saw a man rid-
ing his bike. She told him 
he shouldn’t be riding there, 
and he followed her across 
the street and struck her on 
the back of her leg with the 
two-wheeler, said cops. 

He grabbed at the woman’s 
waist, but then fled toward Ba-
yard Street, police said.

Classic robbery
A brigand robbed a Dri-

ggs Avenue deli at gunpoint 
on May 29, according to po-
lice.

An employee at the store 
near Humboldt Street said the 
brute came in at 6:19 pm with 
his head bowed low under a 
hoodie that covered his face 
from store cameras. 

He walked behind the cash 
register, pointed a handgun at 
the worker, and said, “Give 
me all the money,” a police 
report said. 

The miscreant told the em-
ployee to put the money in the 
bag and to stay down until he 
left the store, police said.

Apartment raid
A thief made his way into a 

man’s Bedford Avenue apart-
ment on May 26 and stole 
some belongings before be-
ing scared off by the victim’s 
roommate.

The roommate told police 
he was in his room in the third-
floor apartment unit near N. 
12th Street at noon when he 
heard someone knocking on 
doors on the fourth floor. A 
while later, he heard someone 
come into their pad, but he as-
sumed it was the other resi-
dent, police reported.

He said he learned it wasn’t 
his roommate when the in-
truder started to enter his 
room. He confronted the 
scoundrel, who fled, accord-
ing to the police report. 

Missing wallet
A thief swiped a man’s 

wallet from right beside him 
while the victim was enjoy-
ing lunch in McCarren Park 
on May 25.

The victim told cops he 
was sitting on the grass in 
the green space near Lorimer 
Street at 10 am when he put his 
wallet next to him. He finished 
his lunch and went to pick up 
his pocketbook only to find it 
was gone, a report said.

In the 10 minutes he was 
eating, the victim said he 
didn’t see anyone take his 
stuff, but his wallet was def-
initely gone.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Car wash fight
A man knocked out a drunk 

guy and swiped his jewelry 
after the lush challenged him 
to a fight at a Grand Street 
car wash on May 26.

Witnesses told police a 
man, who appeared to be soz-
zled, approached another guy 
washing his car at the station 
near Vandervoort Avenue at 
12:30 am and challenged him 
to fisticuffs.

The man refused and told 
the troublemaker to go away, 
so the drunk man jumped into 
the guy’s car and started 
checking out his belongings, 
a police report said.

The car owner told the ine-
briated intruder to get out of 
his ride, but when he didn’t, 
he slugged him in the face, 
police said. The man fell out 
of the vehicle, hit his head on 
the ground, rendering him un-
conscious, police said.

The car owner then stole a 
gold chain and gold pendant 
from around the unconscious 
man’s neck and fled, the re-
port said.

Scoot over
Police are looking for a 

guy who they say attacked 
his 16-year-old relative with 
a scooter then fired off a 
round of bullets nearby, af-
ter the two got into a war of 
words on Manhattan Avenue 
on May 23.

The victim’s father said his 
son and the suspect were ar-
guing near Scholes Street at 
10 pm when he hit the teen in 
the face with the scooter.

The brute left the scene, but 
30 minutes later came back 
with a silver gun and shot a 
round into the street, a report 
said. The perp is related to the 
victim, but he does not live 
with him, police noted..

— Tatiana Hernandez

Police: Woman killer in Third Ave. building
pants’ pocket, took $460, 
dropped the wallet, and fled 
towards Jay Street, accord-
ing to a report. 

Photo freakout 
Police arrested a guy who 

they say head-butted a man 
after he was caught taking 
pictures in a Jay Street court-
room on May 25.

Officials ejected the man 
from the room near Court 
Street around 1 pm after he 
tried to take pictures, and the 
guy then refused to hand over 
his phone and flailed his arms 
around while yelling and curs-
ing, police said.

He then hit another man 
in the head with his own cra-
nium, causing the victim pain, 
disorientation, and dizziness, 
according to a report. The re-
port did not mention if the 
victim was an officer.

Wrong place
A nogoodnik threatened to 

stab a guy on Bergen Street 
on May 25 if he didn’t hand 
over his phone.

The victim told cops he was 
near Smith Street at 3:29 pm 
when the goon approached 
him and asked him for the 
time. The criminal then fol-
lowed the guy, grabbed his 
arm, and hissed, “You have 
10 seconds to hand over your 
phone, if you scream for help 
I will puncture you.” 

The scoundrel grabbed the 
man’s phone from his bag and 

fled on Bergen Street, accord-
ing to a report. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cash grab
A thief held up a Myrtle 

Avenue bank on May 23 and 
stole more than $2,000.

Authorities said the bandit 
passed a note to the teller at the 
bank by Vanderbilt Avenue at 
5:55 pm stating, “Hundreds 
and 50s, 10 seconds, no one 
gets hurt. Do not draw atten-
tion. Ten seconds, no dye.” 

The cretin then told the 
teller, “You have 10 seconds 
and no one gets hurt.” 

The victim told police he 
became afraid and handed the 
villain $2,280 in $50 and $20 
notes, and the weasel took 
them and fled. 

Sneaker freaks
Cops cuffed two teens who 

they say brutally bashed a 
16-year-old and stole his gad-
gets and sneakers on Lafay-
ette Street on May 23. 

The victim told police the 
pair attacked him with a com-
bination lock near Flatbush 
Avenue at 6:30 pm, stealing 

his Beats headphones, Jam 
Plus speaker, Nike sneakers, 
MetroCard, and iPhone char-
gers, according to a report. 

The victim was so badly 
bruised from the beating he 
had to go to the hospital to 
get staples and stitches, po-
lice noted. 

Park plunder
A bandit robbed a guy at 

knifepoint in Fort Greene Park 
on May 25.

A report said the victim 
was talking on his phone as 
he was strolling in the park 
by DeKalb Avenue at 4:25 pm 
when the lout stopped him, 
pressed a knife to his cheek, 
and demanded his backpack, 
phone, and sneakers. 

The victim handed over his 
property and the dirtbag fled, 
according to authorities. 

Knifed
Police arrested a man who 

they say stabbed a guy on 
Grand Avenue on May 28.

The victim told police the 
48-year-old man stabbed him 
with a knife several times on 
the right side of the torso and 
left hand in addition to slash-
ing him across the chest near 

Putnam Avenue around 12:17 
pm. The attack left him with 
wounds and heavy bleeding, 
according to a report. 

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Lost sparkle 
A foul-mouthed fiend 

punched a woman repeat-
edly in the face and swiped 
her jewelry on Centre Mall 
on May 29.

The woman told police she 
was standing between Hicks 
and Columbia streets at 12:50 
am when the lout came up 
to her and started cursing. 
He punched her in the face 
a few times and she fell to the 
ground, and then he punched 
her again, and they started 
fighting, police said.

The villain grabbed her yel-
low metal cross necklace with 
white stones, a white metal 
heart pendant necklace, and 
another white metal chain and 
walked away, according to au-
thorities. 

Bike bandits
Police arrested two sus-

pects, a 27-year-old woman 
and a 24-year-old man, who 
they say stole Citi Bikes from 
someone who had legally 
rented the two wheelers on 
Atlantic Avenue on May 27 
— and then rode the bikes on 
the sidewalk.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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and many of the bands, or-
ganizers, and attendees at last 
year’s event, which took place 
in Manhattan. 

The bar and its booker 
eventually canceled the Sun-
day show and apologized later 
that evening —  blaming an out-
side promoter for hoodwink-
ing them about the nature of the 
event  — but not before repeat-
edly defended the bands and 
crowd as diverse and inoffen-
sive on their Facebook page.

“We saw last night that 
the crowd and performers 
consisted of many people of 

various ethnicities and back-
grounds,” they wrote  in a state-
ment on Instagram , after re-
sponding to critics’ concerns 
by  posting photos of some peo-
ple of color in the audience  
and  noting  that some bands 
included members of color, 
which they argued showed it 
couldn’t be a “Nazi” event.

Footage from the event, 
however, paints a different 
picture.  One clip shows  band 
Offensive Weapon covering a 
song by British white power 
group Brutal Attack. 

In  another , the band dedi-
cates a song to “English” Nick 

Solares — a writer at food 
blog Eater  who recently apol-
ogized for being part of New 
York’s “white pride” scene in 
the ’80s  — before launching 
into a song by his then-band 
Youth Defense League.

In several  clips , attend-
ees throw their hands up 
in a way that activist group 
NYC Antifa and other on-
line critics  described as  Hit-
ler salutes.

And, the online critics ar-
gued — as the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center article does 
— Caucasians don’t have a 
monopoly on fascism or big-
otry. 

Either way, the disgrun-
tled bar patron said she found 

the attendees to be a stark 
contrast to the friendly, di-
verse crowd that usually fre-
quents the bar. 

But those regulars may 
not be back. The woman 
said she feels the bar handled 
the whole thing “poorly” and 
should have taken respon-
sibility right away, and she 
doesn’t think the skaters who 
hang out there will forgive 
easily — nor will she.

“I don’t support fascist 
acts,” she said. “Their booker 
should have done their re-
search.”

Oi! Fest’s organizers and 
Offensive Weapon did not re-
turn requests for comment.

By Rodney Gantt
for Brooklyn Paper

These Williamsburgers 
don’t want this restaurant 
— no butts about it!

A local panel rejected a 
notorious bar owners’ ap-
plication for a new Italian 
eatery on N. First Street on 
May 24, after a mob of an-
gry residents claimed it would 
end up being another party 
venue like the nightlife im-
presario’s other establish-
ments — which, among other 
things, sport sleazy sinks in 
the shape of ladies’ rear ends 
— and a bad fit for the resi-
dential area. 

“I find it distasteful and I 
think many of the woman in 
the community do as well,” 
said Jenice Malecki, who lives 
across the street from the loca-
tion between Kent and Wythe 
avenues and has been fight-
ing the prospective venue for 
years. “For men to wash their 
hands, they’re essentially feel-
ing a women’s derriere.” 

Members of Community 
Board 1’s liquor license com-
mittee voted unanimously to 
reject Alexander Dimitrov’s 
application to serve booze at 
his planned Mediterranean 
restaurant Pasta Wiz — and 
it isn’t the first time.

In 2012, the board re-

jected Dimitrov’s  pitch to 
build a massive party venue  
in the same location — and 
then  again when he revised 
the proposal as an Italian eat-
ery  — following neighbors’ 
fears it would end up like his 
wild Manhattan club Meha-
nata, where male patrons wash 
their hands in the offending 
butt basins, and pee into uri-
nals in the shape of a wom-
an’s gaping mouth.

The State Liquor Authority 
subsequently  shot down that 
application, too , telling him 
he first needed to crack down 
on rowdy revelers at Meha-
nata — which features a bar 
made out of ice where patrons 
are encouraged to dress in old 
Soviet military uniforms and 
chug vodka, according to its 
 website . 

Dimitrov also owns a bar 
called Fishtales in Queens 
with the same washb-ass-
ins, critics said.

Locals and Dimitrov 
clashed again in 2013, after 
he rented the building out as a 
practice space for rock bands 
without the right permits,  ac-
cording to a DNA Info report 
at the time.  

But Dimitrov defended 
his new venture to the com-
mittee, saying Pasta Whiz 
would be a respectable noo-

Bum rap!
Panel: No license for bar 
owner who has butt sinks

Butt basins at Manhattan bar Mehanata.
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dle bar, not another party 
palace with risqué bath-
room fittings, and claimed 
his neighbors have been ly-
ing to keep him out.

“You know you are ly-
ing about most of this stuff 
and you make all these com-
plaints for no reason,” he 
said. “This is going to be 
a pasta place, not a night-
club.”

He also accused his crit-
ics of beating up a worker he 
had sent out to collect signa-
tures in support of his ven-
ture, which he presented to 
the committee.

But the committee was 
not convinced of his plans 

— in addition to the neigh-
bors’ objections, members 
said his application was too 
vague about the eatery’s lay-
out and kitchen. 

“There is no real floor 
plan, no real kitchen plan, 
there is no chef, and a lack 
of neighborhood support,” 
said committee co-chair 
Tom Burrows.

The full community 
board will vote on the ap-
plication next, though its 
recommendation — like 
the committee’s — is only 
advisory. The State Liquor 
Authority ultimately decides 
who does and doesn’t get to 
serve booze. 

Continued from page 1

PUNKS...

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

The owner of embattled 
Park Slope old folks’ home 
Prospect Park Residence will 
pay his elderly tenants $3.35 
million as part of a lawsuit 
settlement, ending a high-pro-
file and sometimes ugly two-
year court battle between the 
two parties.

The nonagenarians have 
been  fighting eviction  since 
landlord Haysha Deitsch and 
state health officials abruptly 
 gave them three months to 
scram in March 2014 , and 
though settling the suit means 
they’ll still have to leave, the 
payout will help them find and 
fund somewhere they can live 
comfortably, according to 
their attorney.

“Our clients have always 
been worried about having the 
time and resources to move 
to an appropriate setting that 
was safe and not unduly re-
strictive,” said lawyer Kevin 
Cremin of MFY Legal Service, 
one of several firms working 
on the case. “We think this 

settlement will provide both 
the time and money.”

The lion’s share of the cash 
will go to the five oldsters who 
are still living in the 134-unit 
Prospect Park West assisted 
living facility — who will then 
have three months to leave — 
while a small amount will go 
to 10 residents who have al-
ready left but were involved 
in the suit, Cremin said. 

But this week’s settlement 
is bittersweet news for the res-
idents, according to their loved 
ones — the tenants had hoped 
to live out their final days in 
the Prospect Park-side prop-
erty, and don’t think they re-
ally will find a comparable 
abode elsewhere, even with 
the extra cash.

“I’m happy for my friend, 
but she and some of the other 
residents would rather stay,” 
said Nancy Rich, whose friend 
Annemarie Mogil moved into 
Prospect Park Residence just 
three months before she was 
told to leave. “It’s very trau-
matic to move, but that seems 
to be the only option.”

Mogil and her neighbors 
are just a handful of hold-
outs and their families who 
refused to take the facility’s 
marching orders lying down 
two years ago, and sued claim-
ing its eviction plan was too 
hasty for such frail seniors, 
and didn’t offer them enough 
support in finding compara-
ble accommodation.

A judge ordered Deitsch to 
keep the residence open dur-
ing the case, but the battle be-
came mired in sideshow litiga-
tion as the residents claimed 
he was trying to force them 
out by  hiking their rent  and 
cutting amenities —  depriv-
ing them of central air-con-
ditioning during the summer  
and  serving up moldy food  — 
while he  filed a countersuit  
claiming their families were 
dragging his name through 
the mud.

A lawyer representing De-
istch and the residence said his 
clients are glad to finally put 
both matters to rest.

“We’re happy that compo-
nent of the litigation involving 

the remaining residents has 
been resolved amicably,” said 
attorney Frank Carone.

But Rich also said she is 
holding off on any celebra-
tions until they actually come 
through with the money.

“It’s not over until it’s 
over,” she said, quoting the 
late, great, Yogi Berra.

The lawyers say there are 
contingencies for that in the 
settlement, though — if De-
istch doesn’t pay on time, he 
will have to give the oldsters 
even more time to move and 
cash, said Frederick Millett, 
another attorney representing 
the residents.

The court battles aren’t over, 
however — the residents and 
their families are also pursu-
ing a suit against the state De-
partment of Health for signing 
off on the eviction plan.

That case is still in its early 
stages, however, and isn’t 
about financial compensa-
tion — it is to get a court to 
decree that it was a crummy 
plan and make sure it doesn’t 
happen again, Millett said.

Prospect Park Residence will pay $3.35M settlement

Victory for Slope seniors

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The plan is sunk, but the old 
folks are safe and dry.

City Council last Wednes-
day rejected a nursing-home 
operator’s pitch to build a mas-
sive new facility on flood-
prone Red Hook land, falling 
in line with objections from 
the local member, who de-
scribed the plan as “short-
sighted and unsafe” and de-
manded the company find a 
different location in a differ-
ent neighborhood.

“It must not go forward 
at this location and we must 
find an alternative and safe 
site,” said Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) in a 
statement before the vote. 

Members voted 47–2 to 

Out with the old
Council rejects Red Hook nursing home

nix Oxford Nursing Home’s 
proposal to rezone a Con-
over Street manufacturing 
site, between King and Sul-
livan streets, to make way for 
a $65-million, 200-bed facil-
ity to replace its current one 
in Fort Greene.

Menchaca’s objections 

echoed those of Borough 
President Adams,  who also 
rejected the plan , arguing 
the proposed location — in 
a mandatory evacuation zone 
— would put residents at risk 
during storms, as moving them 
would put unneeded stress on 
their already fragile bodies.  

Oxford has rejected this 
criticism in the past, insisting 
its building will be flood-re-
sistant and  even able to shelter 
other evacuees during another 
Sandy . 

Menchaca also objected 
to taking away more of Red 
Hook’s already diminishing 
manufacturing space, and 
claimed the 200 residents 
and 100 staff would strain 
the local sewer system and 
power grid.

“The project will undoubt-
edly stress Red Hook’s already 
insufficient infrastructure to a 
breaking point,” he said. 

The local community board 
approved the plan last year — 
though its land-use committee 
did not,  after many locals ar-
gued the eight-story building  
would be totally out-of-con-
text with the rest of the low-
rise nabe and bring an endless 
stream of traffic to the sleepy 
coastal area. 

Menchaca promised to help 
Oxford find another site, but 
has not yet shared any ideas. 

This proposed Red Hook nursing home will remain 
just that after Council rejected it.

O
xf

o
rd

 N
ur

si
ng

 H
o

m
e



June 3–9, 2016 AWP  7Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Bedford Stuyvesant � Crown Heights � Flatbush � Fort Greene � Harlem � Jamaica � St. Albans718-230 -2900

PROFIT MASTERY:  
Create Value & Build Wealth for Your Business

����������	�
����������	���������
�������������������� 
�����	��������������	����������	�
���
������������������ 
��� ��������������

Topics Include:

����������������������	�
��!����
���

��������������"����	����#�������

����
���$����%����"��������&�����'�����

June 14, 2016 - Medgar Evers, Brooklyn, NY 
June 15, 2016 - Pace University, NY, NY 

(����������������)� 
���������	
���������������

*������'��%��$���+����,�����!
����+��������#�$����
����
%������.!+#%/��

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Step right up, step right up, 
right this way!

The developers of Down-
town’s new City Point mall 
have reopened a shuttered 
entrance to the DeKalb Av-
enue stop — and rebuilt it right 
into the side of their shop-
ping center, where they hope 
it will take customers from 
the platform to parting with 
their cash more easily. 

“The DeKalb Avenue sub-
way stop is important for us 
because it provides a very di-
rect access point,” said Paul 
Travis of Washington Square 
Partners, one of the develop-
ers behind the project. 

Q and R train riders used 
to access the Downtown-
side Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension entrance via  a side-
walk-level staircase , but the 
shopping center’s construc-
tion put it out of action for 

Really getting to the Point
Developer reopens subway entrance — inside its mall

And some locals say it was 
well worth the wait. 

“It’s nice, everything takes 
a long time, but now it’s done 
it’s an improvement for sure,” 
said Phillip Mahin, a Park 
Slope resident who takes the B 
and Q trains to the stop.

Others, however, say it is 
a step down in more ways 
than one.

“It’s unnecessary to be hon-
est, it wasn’t worth waiting 
three to four years for,” said 
Downtown resident Emer-
ald, who wouldn’t give her 
last name. 

City Point will open later 
this year, and  will include 
outlets  of tourist-favorite de-
signer emporium Century 21, 
hipster cinema chain Alamo 
Drafthouse, and Target, plus  a 
fancy subterranean food court  
with an outpost of Katz’s Del-
icatessen. It also has several 
luxury housing high-rises. 

— with Jack Healy

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklynites commemo-
rated the Americans who died 
serving their country — and 
honored those who returned 
— at Memorial Day events 
across the borough on Mon-
day, marking the occasion with 
traditions old and new. 

In Bay Ridge, heroes 
marched down Fourth Av-
enue for the 149th year of 
the Kings County Memorial 
Day Parade. While Down-
town, vets and their loved 
ones gathered for a service 
at the Brooklyn War Memo-
rial in Cadman Plaza. 

That event is only in its 
second year, but attend-
ees say congregating at the 
massive structure — which is 
inscribed with the names of 
the more than 11,500 Brook-
lynites who fell in World War 
II — is fast becoming a cher-
ished ritual. 

“The memorial is such 
a beautiful, gigantic one,” 

Brooklynites honor vets
dom of the United States in the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
It was spectacular.”

The event included a 
wreath-laying ceremony, an 
Air Force drill team demon-
stration, and performances 
from the Navy Ceremonial 
Band and singing group the 
American Bombshells — a 
self-described “modern-day 
twist on the Andrews Sisters” 
who had Nemerovsky up and 
boogying to “Boogie-Woogie 
Bugle Boy.”

Nemerovsky says the event 
wasn’t always easy — it is 
painful remembering friends 
who have died — but it was an 
honor to attend, and he hopes 
to make it back to see the mon-
ument again next year. 

“If I’m alive, I’ll come 
again,” said Nemerovsky, who 
attended Monday’s event with 
his son Lennie. “It’s quite an 
honor for Brooklyn — every-
where in the country we have 
memorials, but this one is es-
pecially for Brooklyn.”

said 95-year-old Benson-
hurster Max Nemerovsky, 
who served in the Army’s Air 
Forces from 1942 to 1945, in-

cluding a seven-month stint 
in Italy. “It remembers all the 
Brooklynites who proportion-
ality gave quite a bit to the free-

Joseph DiChiara with a photo of himself when he 
served in the Navy from 1942 to 1946.
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The revamped DeKalb Avenue subway entrance, 
now in the side of City Point.
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three years. 
During that time, City 

Point honchos built the new 

egress at Fleet Street — with 
new walls, stairs, and lighting 
— which opened last month. 
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No G trains between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Church Av

Free shuttle buses and F trains provide alternate 
service via Jay St-MetroTech

Travel Alternatives:
• Bedford-Nostrand Avs Jay St-MetroTech

  F
• G Bedford-Nostrand Avs
• F Jay St-MetroTech Church Av
• F Jay St-MetroTech
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B
rooklyn’s lush parks and industrial par-
adises are the perfect stages for sun-
bathed outdoor concerts. So grab the 

sunscreen and step out for a non-stop pro-
gram of top-notch outdoor gigs from rappers, 
indie-rock heroes, and classic and classical 
music stalwarts. Here is our guide to the 
most essential outdoor concerts going down 
across Kings County this summer.

Funk yeah! 
Brooklyn’s own Sharon Jones and the 

Dap Kings will bring the funk to Prospect 
Park to open the Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival’s 38th season of summer con-
certs. This year’s opener really celebrates 
Brooklyn, since Jones is a Bedford-Stuyve-
sant native!

Prospect Park Bandshell (Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park W. in Prospect Park 
www.bricartsmedia.org) June 8 at 6:30 
pm. Free. 

Green dream
Singer-songwriter Conor Oberst, who 

also records as Bright Eyes, shares a bill 
with alternative country star Kasey Mus-
graves and folk outfit the Felice Brothers 
(see below). The concert at beautiful McCa-
rren Park is part of the Northside Festival 
music series, which starts on June 9. 

McCarren Park (N. 12th Street and Bed-
ford Avenue in Williamsburg, www.north-

sidefestival.com). June 11 at 5 pm. $35.

Park sounds
Don’t miss this show from once-reclu-

sive music genius Brian Wilson, who will 
play the essential Beach Boys album “Pet 
Sounds” in full, along with plenty of clas-
sic California tunes for the Northside Fes-
tival’s closing day. He will be joined by 
New York singer-songwriter Rostam and 

Spanish girl band Hinds. 
McCarren Park (N. 12th Street and Bed-

ford Avenue in Williamsburg, www.north-
sidefestival.com). June 12 at 5 pm. $35.

Summer night’s dream
Brooklyn alt-rock band Blonde Redhead 

will play dreamy tunes as the sun sets over 
Red Hook, as part of Brooklyn’s Summer 
Stage program.

Coffey Park (85 Richards St. at Verona 
Street in Red Hook, www.cityparksfounda-
tion.org). June 16 at 7 pm. Free.

Tech yes
Electronic artist Richie Hawtin will as-

sault a lush Williamsburg pop-up venue 
with his unique brand of Detroit-influenced 
techno. He will be joined by a slew of in-

Carnal games

It’s a pornocopia of fun!
The raunchy comedy show “First Comes Love” 

— where comics, actors, and audience members 
hilariously act out porn scripts — will host a 
midway’s worth of pun-tastic carnival games 
before its Bell House show on June 8. The hour-
long festival will poke fun at both classic carney 
games and brownstone Brooklyn pretensions, 
and the night’s host promises it will make for 
the wildest show yet.

“It’s gonna be about as weird and bizarre as 
we’ve ever had, I’m very excited,” said Kyle 
Ayers, who created the long-running parodic 
porn show. “We’re not going to have a show 
like this ever again.”

Instead of a traditional “Guess Your Weight” 
game, visitors can play “Guess Your Wait,” in 
which a comedian guesses how long they waited 
for brunch that morning, or they can try the “Al-
mond Milk Jug Toss.” Ayers invented many of 
the games himself, but also invited the show’s 
stars to come up with their own ideas.

Comedian Mike Abrusci (pictured, with Ay-
ers) will draw portraits at his “Caricatures Drawn 
By Someone With No Artistic Ability” booth, 
which Ayers said will live up to its name.

“He’s right, I’ve seen it,” he said. “He is spot 
on about not having artistic ability.”

“First Comes Love” started when Ayers 
posted a fake ad on Craigslist, claiming to be 
a big wig in the smut business and asking for 
short adult film scripts. He received more than 
1,000 scripts, and built a show around them, 
later soliciting more scripts on Craigslist fo-
rums around the country.

During the show, comedians and audience 
members eager for porn stardom will act out 
the scripts word-for-word, including typos. Ay-
ers provides props, costumes, and “everything 
that would make up a bad high school theater 
production.”

Actors keep it tame when they reach the sexy 
parts of the scripts, Ayers said — busting out 
silly string, using squirt guns, or just going for 
“brash humping.”

“It’s heavy on the comical, light on the sex-
ual — comedians don’t know how any of that 
works anyway,” Ayers said.

The June 7 party celebrates the launch of “First 
Comes Love” on the podcast network  Howl , for 
which Ayers has recorded three shows.

Some of the comics acting out the porn 
scripts will also performing stand-up. Among 
the dozen on the bill are Brooklyn comedian Jo 
Firestone, writer Josh Gondelman, and comic 
Beth Stelling.

“First Comes Love and a Carnival,” at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510]. 
June 8 at 7 pm. $10. — Dennis Lynch

S H OW

You won’t be ignored, Brooklyn!
A film festival focused exclusively on the bor-

ough of Kings will kick off this weekend with 
a free outdoor showing on Sunset Park’s cen-
tral lawn. The co-founder of the Art of Brook-
lyn Film Festival says the “Best of the Fest” 
screening on June 4 is a way to reach out to a 
neighborhood that does not enough attention 
from arts organizations. 

“Other film festivals ignore audiences and 
focus only on North Brooklyn,” said Anthony 
DeVito. “We reach out so everyone feels in-
cluded.”

The Art of Brooklyn festival, now in its sixth 
year, celebrates independent films that are set 
in Brooklyn, are about Brooklyn, or are made 
by creators who live in Brooklyn. The outdoor 
screening will feature some of the best short 
films shown during the fest’s first five years, 
including the science-fiction comedy “The Life 
and Times of Tommy Chaos and Stacy Danger,” 
the experimental piece “Confluence,” animated 
shorts “Rhythm of the City” (pictured) and “How 
You Doin’ Boy,” and the almost hour-long bloody 
horror flick “Lake Nowhere.” Each film won an 
award at the festival in 2014 or 2015.

The screening will start at 7 pm with a block 
party, with music from DJ Sugarfreebk, food, 
and drinks, with films starting at sunset. 

The festival will continue June 8–12, with 
films at St. Francis College in Brooklyn Heights, 
at PS/IS 30 Mary White Ovington School in Bay 
Ridge, and at Pratt Institute in Clinton Hill.

The first new film of this year’s fest comes 
from acclaimed Brooklyn-native Spike Lee. The 
short documentary “2 Fists Up: We Gon’ Be Al-
right,” deals with student protests over racial in-
cidents at the University of Missouri, which led 
to the resignation of the university’s president. 
Other documentaries in the festival will exam-
ine sex trafficking in Brooklyn, and the travels 
of a Kings County acrobatic troupe.

The Art of Brooklyn Film Festival has grown 
over the years, attracting almost 2,000 visitors 
last year and getting an increasingly broad range 
of the borough’s residents, said DeVito.

“We don’t have a block audience. We’re in-
credibly diverse,” said DeVito. “We get a lot of 
younger and newer Brooklynites.”

“Best of the Fest” at Sunset Park Center Lawn 
(Fifth Avenue between 41st and 44th streets in 
Sunset Park, www.theartofbrooklyn.org). June 4 
at 7 pm. Free. Festival continues at various loca-
tions June 8–12. — Alexandra Simon

Green screen
F I L M S

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re moving on up!

A folk band that got its start play-
ing in a Williamsburg subway sta-

tion will return to the neighborhood in 
triumph on June 11, playing the biggest 
stage of the week-long Northside Fes-
tival. For the Felice Brothers, the con-
cert in McCarren Park is a homecoming 
to a neighborhood that has since been 
discovered by music-lovers all over the 
globe, said one of its members.

“We’re really happy to be back 
there, I love that area — everyone in 
the world loves that area,” said James 

Felice, one of the two titular siblings 
in the five-piece band.

The down-home outfit — known 
for its raucous live shows — lived in 
a Williamsburg basement for a few 
months in 2006, and played for tips 
before an audience of straphangers in 
the Bedford L train station, said Felice. 
But at the upcoming show, the Felice 
Brothers will play outside before an 
audience of thousands, opening for — 
and then acting as the backing band 
for — singer-songwriter Conor Oberst. 
Alternative country star Kasey Mus-
graves will also play that night.

Since the band’s Brooklyn days, 
it has released 10 country-inspired 

albums and played at some of the 
world’s biggest festivals, including 
the legendary Newport Folk Festi-
val and Bonnaroo. At the Northside 
concert, the band members will pre-
view tunes from their upcoming record 
“Life in the Dark,” set to be released 
on June 26 — and Felice cannot wait 
to unveil a fresh crop of sepia-toned 
music to the sun-bathed masses..

“It’s just a very live, raw record,” 
he said. “There’s a certain kinetic en-
ergy that’s really exciting.”

Other Northside acts at McCarren 
Park include a free show from rock 
band Wolfmother on June 10, a set 
from from rapper Grandmaster Flash 
on June 11, and former Beach Boy 
Brian Wilson, playing the album “Pet 
Sounds” in full on June 12.

The festival will also feature more 
than 400 artists playing at 30 ven-
ues in Williamsburg and Bushwick. 
Keeping the shows in the neighbor-
hood capitalizes on the cityscape and 
sets the extravaganza apart from other 

music festivals, which often isolate 
visitors at a camping site, said North-
side’s chief director.

“Northside is a celebration of being 
in a city and we use the city to build 
the festival instead of trying to be in a 
grassy knoll,” said Dana Keith.”

The Felice Brothers with Conor 
Oberst and Kasey Musgraves in Mc-
Carren Park (N. 12th Street at Bed-
ford Avenue in Williamsburg, www.
northsidefestival.com). June 11 at 
6:30 pm. $35.

Brooklyn rocks
Your guide to the summer’s best outdoor concerts

Underground 
band no more
Buskers play giant show

See MUSIC on page 12
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Band of brothers: The Felice Brothers, who once played the Bedford subway station, will play to thou-
sands in McCarren Park on June 11.
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Soul machine: Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings will take the stage for the opening concert of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival on June 8.
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Brooklyn’s bite: (Pictured left to right) The Blue Vipers of Brooklyn will be swinging under the Manhattan Bridge on 
July 21. And Conor Oberst will play the Northside Festival in Williamsburg on June 9.
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Roll out
Tonight’s Dreamland 
Roller Disco, hosted by 
Lola Star (pictured) 
tries to answer the 
most pressing ques-
tions of 1985 — who is 
cooler, Prince or 
Michael Jackson? The 
night will feature music 
from both artists, a 
costume contest filled 
with glitter gloves and 
purple clothes, and a 
dance skate competi-
tion with moonwalkers 
on wheels.

7:30 pm at the LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. between Parkside 
and Lincoln Road in 
Prospect Park, www.
lakesidebrooklyn.com/
dreamland, (718) 462–
0040]. $18.

SATURDAY
June 4

Star struck
The World Science 
Festival will bust out 
the big telescopes 
tonight in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park for Satur-
day Night Lights. 
Before the sun goes 
down, you can meet 
astronaut Anna Fisher 
(pictured), check out 
some soccer-playing 
robots, and witness a 
gravity demonstration 
from physicist Dr. 
Skateboard.

7–11 pm at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 
(Furmand Street at Old 
Fulton Street in Dumbo, 
www.nycpornfilmfestival.
com). Free.

SUNDAY
June 5

Porn to ride
The second day of the 
New York City Porn 
Festival will feature 
adult film legend Ron 
Jeremy (pictured) on a 
panel discussion about 
“The Golden Age of 
Porn” — the 1970s, 
when the Hedgehog 
looked a little different 
than he does today. But 
hipsters who want to 
grind their gears might 
want to check out “Bike 
Smut” at noon, a col-
lection of erotic films 
about bicycles.

10 am–6 pm at 315 Ten 
Eyck St. (between 
Waterbury and Bogart 
streets in Williamsburg, 
www.nycpornfilmfestival.
com). $12 ($50 all-day 
pass).

MONDAY
June 6

Film feast
Brooklyn is lousy 
with outdoor films 
and festivals, but the 
title “Bad Vegan and 
the Teleportation 
Machine” stands out 
in any list. The noir 
comedy about a 
New York mad sci-
entist who might 
also be a con man 
gets its world pre-
miere tonight as 
part of the Brooklyn 
Film Festival. There 
will be another 
screening on Thurs-
day, June 9.

8:30 pm at Windmill 
Studio (1300 Kingsland 
Ave. between Norman 
and Nassau avenues in 
Greenpoint, www.brook-
lynfilmfestival.org). $13.

WEDNESDAY
June 8

She’s all 
Dap
The free summer 
concert season kicks 
off tonight with the 
first Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! concert in 
Prospect Park, with 
Brooklyn’s own soul 
and funk diva Sharon 
Jones bringing down 
the house with the 
backing help of the 
Dap Kings.

8:15 pm at Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 3
FILM, CELEBRATE 30 YEARS OF 

“FERRIS BUELLER’S DAY OFF”: 
Den Of Geek celebrates John 
Hughes’s classic comedy. Free. 5 
pm. Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videology.info. 

TALK, VOICES OF DANCE: A conver-
sation about dance and public edu-
cation with authors Sari Wilson and 
Iris Wilson. $5 suggested donation. 
6:30 pm. P.S. 9 (80 Underhill Ave. be-
tween Bergen Street and St. Marks 
Avenue in Prospect Heights).

DANCE, CATAMON DANCE GROUP 
PRESENTS “URFA”: The Israel-
based troupe performs a work about 
aspects of Arabic culture in the 
Israeli public sphere. A moderated 
discussion follows. $12. 7 pm. Cen-
ter for Performance Research (361 
Manhattan Ave. between Withes 
and Jackson streets in Greenpoint), 
www.chezbushwick.net. 

NIGHTLIFE, SVETLANA AND 
FRIENDS: Get a swing dance les-
son at 7 pm, then show off your new 
skills while the band plays. $20 (kids 
free). 7 pm. Brooklyn Society for Eth-
ical Culture [53 Prospect Park West, 
between First and Second streets in 
Park Slope, (917) 292–1404]. 

THEATER, “THE JUDAS KISS”: Rupert 
Everett plays Oscar Wilde at two piv-
otal moments, one before and one 
after the acclaimed writer was con-
victed for sodomy. $30–$125. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, OPERA ON TAP, BIG LAZY: A 
casual opera company that performs 
in bars, followed by an instrumental 
noir band. $10 suggested donation. 
8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965–
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “PERMANENT CATERPIL-
LAR”: A teenage girl in the 1930s 
transforms into a caterpillar in this 
body-horror play with music. $18. 
8 pm. The Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.brick-
theater.com. 

TALK, “IKE AT NIGHT”: A live late-
night talk show hosted by Ike Ufo-
madu, complete with a sidekick, 
musical performances, and different 

guests every night. $18. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

SAT, JUNE 4
FRACTAL FUN WITH THE WORLD 

SCIENCE FESTIVAL: Join the Na-
tional Museum of Mathematics to 
make a giant glowing fractal with 
rainbow-colored lightsticks. Free. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org. 

ART, “EMBODIMENT”: French artist 
Stephanie Corne presents music, 
dance, and interactive body paint-
ing. Free. 2 pm and 4 pm. Water-
front Museum Barge [290 Conover 
St. near Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, POE’S “THE CONQUEROR 
WORM”: Ben Holmes and Patrick 
Farrell perform a six-part suite in-
spired by Edgar Allan Poe’s poem, 
accompanied by animation and a 
reading. $10 suggested donation. 
8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965–
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com.  

MUSIC, TENTERHOOKS: The rock 
band plays with Kidding on the 
Square, Jake and Elizabeth, and 
Scott Janovitz. $10 ($7 in advance). 8 
pm. Rock Shop [249 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Carroll and President streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com.  

SPOKE THE HUB’S LOCAL PRODUCE 
MINI FESTIVAL OF PERFORMING 
ARTS: A cultural “green market” 
featuring free workshops, perfor-
mances and fun and games for the 
whole family. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
Spoke the Hub [748 Union St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues in 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK SALSA FESTI-

VAL: With Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, Tito Rojas, 
Los Adolecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

THU, JUNE 23
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 2016: $20. 

7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Keith “One Time” 
Thurman faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO AND NICK 

JONAS: $40–$126. 7 pm.
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(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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Shawn Porter on June 25.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Thursday at 4:45 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

SHOP 
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and 
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

718-236-5150
718-236-3507
HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

By Loren Noveck
for Brooklyn Paper

T
he parks are alive with the sound 
of Shakespeare! The free summer 
Shakespeare season is upon us, and 

soon it may seem that you cannot toss a 
frisbee without hitting someone in a dou-
blet. But mark your calendars — some of 
these productions last only a few days!

This year, fans of the Bard can choose 
between his romances (“The Tempest” 
and “The Winter’s Tale”), comedies (“A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “Twelfth 
Night”) or a tragedy (“Julius Caesar”), 
all in scenic outdoor locations.

Smith Street Stage
Shakespeare’s final play “The Tem-

pest” becomes this summer’s first 
outdoor show, with a three-week run 
launching on June 8. The 14 actors of 
the Smith Street Stage, led by Kate Ross 
as the wizard Prospero, will transform 
Carroll Park into Shakespeare’s magi-
cal and mysterious island.

“The Tempest” in Carroll Park (Car-
roll Street between Court and Smith 
streets in Carroll Gardens, www.smith-
streetstage.org), June 8–26, Wed–Sun 
at 7:30 pm. Free.

NY Classical Theatre 
The theater brings its “panoramic the-

ater” style back to the borough’s parks 
for its 17th season, with two produc-
tions of Shakespeare’s most romantic 
tales. In July, its production of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” will feature 
star-crossed young lovers lost in the 
very real woods surrounding Prospect 
Park’s Long Meadow. And in August, 
the company plays against the season 
with “The Winter’s Tale” in Pier 1 of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, setting its story 
of a long-lost princess against the wa-
terfront’s spectacular city views.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” in 
Prospect Park’s Long Meadow [enter 
at Grand Army Plaza, East Drive at 
Flatbush Avenue in Park Slope, (212) 
233–6496, www.newyorkclassical.
org]. July 6–10 at 7 pm. Free. 

“The Winter’s Tale” at Pier 1 in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park [Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(212) 233–6496, www.newyorkclassi-
cal.org]. August 9–10, 12–14 at 7 pm. 
Free.

Act Out! Productions
The young performers of Bay Ridge’s 

Act Out! Acting School school will pres-
ent the tragedy “Julius Caesar” amidst 
the beauty of the Narrows Botanical Gar-
dens, with a production that enlists the 
audience to join the Roman crowds.

“Julius Caesar” at Narrows Botani-
cal Gardens (Shore Road between Bay 
Ridge Avenue and 72nd Street, www.
narrowsbg.org). July 16–17, and July 
23–24, time to be announced. Free.

South BK Shakespeare
The only summer Shakespeare show 

created in partnership with a bar presents 
Shakespeare’s comedy of mistaken iden-
tity “Twelfth Night.” The show will come 
to life in front of South, its sponsoring 
pub, as part of the South Slope Summer 
Stroll on July 23, with a short second run 
at the Old Stone House in August. The 
show already has a signature drink — 
the “What You Will” punch created by 
South bartender Rosie Schaap. 

“Twelfth Night” at South bar (629 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Park Slope, www.south-
brooklynshakespeare.com). July 23 
at 6:30 pm. At the Old Stone House 
in Washington Park [336 Third Street 
between Fourth and Fifth Avenues]. 
August 4–6 at 8 pm. Free.

By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his guy has some bad habits.

A farcical French opera now 
playing in Bushwick features a 

debauched count and his entourage 
dressing up in nun costumes. The 
director of “Le Comte Ory,” says the 
Loft Opera company chose the story 
about a womanizing count because it 
combines great music and costumes 
with a fun, rebellious attitude that 
audiences can relate to. 

“The count is the one who says, ‘F-
-- that, I’m going to do what I want,’ ” 
said John de los Santos. “This is some-
thing that we felt had a lot of contem-
porary significance as well. It’s hard 

to find a lot of operatic pieces that are 
both funny and shocking.”

In the show’s second act, the 
count and his men disguise them-
selves as nuns to get inside a for-
bidden castle.

“It’s really selfish, but it’s a lot 
of fun and it’s colorful this way,” 
de los Santos said.

The dozen nun habits were cus-
tom-made for the troupe by a litur-
gical vestment maker.

The show also features 2,500 pieces 
of fake fruit, which represent the many 
women who have visited the decadent 
count. He has asked each of the gals to 
bring him an edible gift. The noble-
man is a fan of women and of food, 
said the director, and the production 

emphasizes those aspect.
“It’s about the irresponsible joys 

of being a libertine,” de los Santos 
said. “I hope the audience will laugh. 
It’s a very sexy show.”

But one particular scene empha-
sizes the opera’s sensual and athletic 
qualities, said de los Santos — an 
encounter in a four-poster bed be-
tween the disguised count, his as-
sistant, and the countess.

“It’s the climax of the show,” he 
said. “Pun intended.”

“Le Comte Ory” at the Muse 
[350 Moffat St. between Knick-
erbocker and Irving avenues in 
Bushwick, (929) 400–1678, www.
loftopera.com]. June 4, 7, 9, and 11 
at 8 pm. $30.

Parks for playing
Shakespeare goes outside this summer

Down for the count
Opera stars a no-account nobleman

On the rocks: Patrick Harvey plays the monstrous 
Caliban in Smith Street Stage’s production of “The 
Tempest.”

What nunsense!: In the LoftOpera’s production of “Le Comte 
Ory,” a count and his entourage of lascivious followers disguise 
themselves as nuns in order to sneak into a forbidden castle, 
where the object of the count’s affection is hidden. The show 
plays at the Muse in Bushwick until June 11.

BOARDWALK AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE (W. 12TH ST.) CONEY ISLAND (718) 372-2592 • WONDERWHEEL.COM

LIFETIME PASS FOR FREE RIDES

Home of NYC Landmark Wonder Wheel, Since 1920
NYC’s Best Kiddie Park & Major Thrill Rides
Free Admission, Picnic Area & Famous Famiglia Pizzeria
Over 30 Million Riders
Group Outings Welcome
Incredible Views of the Beach, Boardwalk & NYC Skyline
Coming Summer 2016... Nathan's Hot Dogs and Fries

ON DENO’S WONDER WHEEL
Plus a gift bag featuring Deno’s Wonder Wheel merchandise

To enter, visit: BrooklynDaily.com/WonderWheel

ENTER TO WIN A

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Lifetime Pass is non-transferable and entitles the contest winner whose
name appears on the front unlimited rides with one guest on Deno’s Wonder Wheel for Life.
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Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

TKTS: WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM OR LOCAL OUTLETS 
FOR INFO CALL: 718-282-8041

MON, JUNE 6
READING, CHUCK KLOSTER-

MAN: The author cel-
ebrates the release of his 
book, “But What If We’re 
Wrong,” by questioning 
just a few of the things we 
accept today without ques-
tion. Free. 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Pacifi c and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, TIGUE PRESENTS 
“SURFACES”: Percussion 
trio Tigue presents an eve-
ning-length performance 
of new compositions and 
improvisations. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

TUES, JUNE 7
MUSIC TRIVIA WITH SHANE 

AND RUTH: Five rounds 
of music trivia, including 
a “name that tune” audio 
round. Free. 7 pm. Bar 
Chord (1008 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Coney Island 
Avenue and Stratford Road 
in Ditmas Park), www.face-
book.com/MusicTriviaNYC. 

MUSIC, ARMS: Brooklyn 
band Arms releases its new 
album “Patterns.” $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. 

WED, JUNE 8
MUSIC, NORTHSIDE FESTI-

VAL SHOWCASE AT THE 
WELL: Performers include 
Homeshake, Michael Rault, 
Yoke Lore, Palmas, and 
more. With outdoor games, 
drink specials and food. 
Free with RSVP. 6 pm. The 
Well [272 Meserole St. be-
tween Waterbury Street and 
Bushwick Avenue in Bush-
wick, (347) 338–3612], www.
thewellbrooklyn.com. 

READING, “EAT, DRINK & BE 
LITERARY”: Bill Clegg, the 
author of “Portrait of an Ad-
dict as a Young Man”  sits 
down with Rebecca Mead 
for an in-depth conversa-
tion and a seasonal dinner. 
$60. 6:30 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

READING, ETHAN HAWKE 
AND GREG RUTH: Acad-
emy Award-nominated 
actor Hawke and acclaimed 
illustrator Ruth celebrate 
the release of their new col-
laboration “Indeh,” where 
the true story of Geronimo 
and the wars that plagued 
the Apache Indians for de-
cades comes to life. Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

TALK, CREATING FOR HIRE: 
A panel discussion and 
professional development 
workshop about supporting 
an artistic practice through 
commissions. $5. 7 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
Smith Street Stage presents 
Shakespeare’s classic story 
of love, magic, and revenge, 
all set on a mysterious en-
chanted island. Free. 7:30 
pm. Carroll Park (Smith 
Street between Carroll and 
President streets in Carroll 
Gardens), www.smithstreet-
stage.org. 

MUSIC, GIO KUSANAGI, 
EMILY SMITH, DEREK 
DIMARTINI: Experimental 
work that includes theater, 
butoh, dance, music, and 
performance art. $17. 8 pm. 
Cave [58 Grand St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (347) 
838–4677], leimaymain.
cavearts.org.

THURS, JUNE 9
BROOKLYN DAY CELEBRA-

TION: Borough Adams 
hosts a fun-fi lled day of 
sports and activities for all 
ages, with resources and 
giveaways. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. McCarren Park (Lorimer 
Street at Bayard Street in 
Williamsburg), www.brook-
lyn-usa.org. 

RED HOOK FEST HAPPY 
HOUR KICK-OFF: Eat, 
drink, and learn about 
Dance Theatre Etcetera’s 
work in Red Hook, with a 
sneak peek at the Fest’s 
main stage artists. Free. 6 
pm. Hometown Bar-B-Que 
(454 Van Brunt St. at Reed 
Street in Red Hook), https://
www.nycgovparks.org/
parks/valentino-pier/history. 

MUSIC, UNIT J RECORD 
LABEL LAUNCH PARTY: 
Filmmakers and bands that 
have performed at Unit J 
perform and screen fi lms. 
Part of the Northside Fes-
tival. $8 ($6 in advance). 7 
pm. House of Yes (2 Wyck-
off Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

MUSIC, YASUNAO TONE 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
DEVIATION: A music per-
formance in which Tone 
plays with fi ve computer-
ized versions of himself. $15. 
8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

FRI, JUNE 10
RED HOOK FEST COMMU-

NITY COOKOUT AND 
DANCE PARTY: A celebra-
tion of Red Hook with free 
food and music, games, and 
activities for kids. Free. 6–8 
pm. PS 15 Playground (71 
Sullivan St. between Van 
Brunt and Richards streets 
in Red Hook), dtetc.org/red-
hook-fest. 

FILM, “FINDING NEMO”: 
Alamo Drafthouse hosts a 
screening of the Pixar ani-
mated fl ick. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218], https://draft-
house.com/nyc. 

THEATER, “SALOME ON 
THE ROCKS”: A modern 
adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s 
tragedy of King Herod’s 
stepdaughter, updated to 
the current socio-political 
scene. $20. 8 pm. Water-
front Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

SAT, JUNE 11
ART, WILLIAMSBURG WALKS: 

Temporary wall units, ac-
tivities, sculptures, and pop 
up parks will be staggered 
throughout the block for 
live painting performances, 
interactive workshops, 
installations, and perfor-
mances! Free. (Bedford 
Avenue from Metropolitan 
Avenue to N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg), www.north-
sidefestival.com. 

BROOKLYN PRIDE PARADE: 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender Brooklynites 
have a party and twilight 
parade down Fifth Avenue, 
from Lincoln Place to Ninth 
Street. Free. 7:30 pm. Fifth 
Avenue at Lincoln Place. 

MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST 
MAINSTAGE PERFOR-
MANCES: Live music and 
dance on the Brooklyn 
waterfront, with perfor-
mances by Meta and the 
Cornerstongs, Francine E. 
Ott, The Walk, Max Pollak 
and Rumbatap, and more. 
Also free kayak rides, draw-
ing activities, and a trivia 
contest. Free. Noon–7 pm. 
Louis J. Valentino, Jr. Park 
and Pier (Coffey Street and 
Ferris Street in Red Hook), 
dtetc.org/red-hook-fest. 

DANCE, NEW TRADITIONS 
FESTIVAL 2016 — DANCE 
YOUR CARIBBEAN!: Con-
cert dance works rooted 
in Caribbean cultural tra-
ditions and experiences. 
$25 ($42 for two-day pass). 
7:30 pm. Gelsey Kirkland 
Arts Center (29 Jay St. be-
tween John and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo), www.
brownpapertickets.com/
event/2533831.

Park Slope, (718) 408–3234], 
spokethehub.org/perform/
local-produce. 

MARKET, RENEGADE CRAFT 
FAIR BROOKLYN POP-
UPS: A showcase of the 
very best in modern craft 
and design. Free. 11 am–7 
pm. East River State Park 
(90 Kent Ave. at N. Eighth 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.renegadecraft.com/
fairs/brooklyn-2016-sum-
mer-popups. 

ART, “FREEDOM RIDERS 
1961”: Painter Charlotta 
Janssen exhibits her por-
traits of the activists who 
took part in the 1961 civil 
rights movement, commu-
nicating the hope and fi ght 
for social and economic 
change that continues 
today. Free. Noon–7 pm. 
Richard Beavers Gallery 
(408 Marcus Garvey Blvd 
between Macon and Halsey 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant). 

FAMILY, “THE WIZARD OF 
OZ”: A marionette version 
of the tale of Dorothy in the 
world of Oz. Featuring an 
original country and west-
ern score. For kids 4 years 
and older. $9 ($10 adults: $8 
for group rates). 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

ART, “ROODE HOEK”, “WIDE 
OPEN”, AND “RECYCLE”: 
Three shows at the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artist Coali-
tion: a celebration of the 
Red Hook’s Dutch past, a 
national juried show, and an 
exhibit of works in the re-
use genre. 1–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

BROOKLYN SCHOOL ALTER-
NATIVES CONFERENCE: 
A conference for families 
who are thinking about leav-
ing the traditional school 
system. $50. 1 pm. Old First 
Nursery School [729 Carroll 
Street Brooklyn, NY 11215, 
718–638-8300]. 

READING, ROODE HOEK 
REVELS — FIVE WRIT-
ERS FABULATE: The Word 
Cabaret presents fi ve local 
writers unspooling tall tales 
at the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Arts Coalition’s warehouse 
exhibition. Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: The Museum cel-
ebrates Gay Pride Month 
with artists and perform-
ers Studio Rev, Illuminator 
Project, New York City Gay 
Men’s Chorus, and Queer 
Memoir, a screening of 
“Oriented,” and more. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, NEW-AGE FEMINISM 
POP-UP SHOP: A pop-up 
shop and art show with a 
theme of New Age femi-
nism. Free. 5–10 pm. World 
Money Gallery [41 Montrose 
Ave. between Lorimer 
Street and Union Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (212) 729–
3173], www.worldmoneygal-
lery.com. 

FUND RAISER, JJ BYRNES 
SWINGS: Dinner, drinks, 
and outdoor swing dancing 
to music from Art Lillard’s 
Heavenly Swing Band. Pro-
ceeds benefi t JJ Playground 
and Washington Park. $65. 
7 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org.  

SUN, JUNE 5
MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-

ERS — LOSS AND RE-
NEWAL: The singers pres-
ent a program of loss and 
renewal, with music that 
explores the poetry of Walt 
Whitman and others. $15 
($10 students and seniors). 3 
pm. St. Saviour Church [611 
Eighth Ave. at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (440) 320–8669], 
parkslopesingers.org. 

MUSIC, “ME, MYSELF, AND 
EYE”: Vocalist and violin-
ist Rosi Hertlein performs 
as part of a series of solo 
concerts. $5 suggested 
donation. 4:40 pm. Gallery 
440 [440 6th Ave between 
10th and 11th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 499–3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 
MARKET AND FLEA: A 
pop-up fashion, art and de-
sign market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

READING, MELANIE HOPE 
GREENBERG: The author 
of “Mermaids on Parade” 
reading from her book. 
Free. 11 am. The Book 
Court [163 Court Street 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677]. 

READING, STORY TIME WITH 
BB MANDELL: Hear the 
tale of Samanthasaurus Rex. 
For children 4–8 years old. 
Free. 11:30 am. Power-
House on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

“THE WIZARD OF OZ”: 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. See Satur-
day, June 4. 

BROOKLYN PIZZA EATING 
CONTEST: The fi ercest eat-
ers take the Main Stage at 
the Fifth Avenue Festival to 
see who can eat the most 
slices in 12 minutes. Free. 1 
pm. Rocco’s Pizzeria [7818 
Fifth Ave. between 78th and 
79th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238–7658], roccospiz-
zaon5th.com. 

ART, “YOUNG AND IN-
NOCENT” EXHIBITION 
CLOSING BRUNCH: Join 
artist Amy Hill on the fi nal 
weekend of her exhibit of 
paintings of urban children. 
With speciality cocktails 
and bites to eat. Free. 2 pm. 
Front Room Gallery [147 
Roebling St. between Met-
ropolitan Avenue and Frost 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
399–3654], frontroom.org. 

FORCE MAJEURE VAUDE-
VILLE: Magician Tanya Solo-
mon hosts a night of circus 
performers, burlesque, 
storytellers, and dance 
performers. $15 ($10 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Cobra Club (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick).  

dustry stalwarts and a secret 
special guest. 

Brooklyn Mirage (140 
Stewart Ave. at Meserole 
St. in Williamsburg, www.
residentadvisor.net). June 
18 at 3 pm. $45–$60. 

Party monster
The Beach Burger Bash 

brings rock and metal acts 
Andrew W.K., Pentagram, 
and F------ Up to Sodom by 
the Sea, along with Wu-Tang 
Clan member GZA and jokey 
performer Har Mar Super-
star, among many others, 
playing an all-day, all-ages 
festival. 

MCU Park (1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, www.burgerbeach-
bashnyc.com). June 18 at 2 
pm. $15. 

Bring the noise
Legendary hip-hop group 

Public Enemy will take over 
a Brownsville park with its 
politically conscious rhymes 
when it plays a free Summer 
Stage show. 

Betsy Head Park (Du-
mont Avenue and Strauss 
Street in Brownsville, www.
cityparksfoundation.org). 
June 21 at 7 pm. Free. 

A night out
The Metropolitan Op-

era promises an enchanting 
evening of opera arias and 
duets featuring some of its 
biggest stars in Brooklyn’s 
Front Yard. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 
1 [enter at Furman and Old 
Fulton streets, www.metop-
era.org). June 24 at 7 pm. 
Free.

Good vibrations
On America’s birthday, 

summer heroes the Beach 
Boys will bring the fun, 
fun, fun to the People’s Play-
ground, performing sun-

tinged oldies in Brooklyn’s 
newest music venue. 

Coney Island Amphithe-
ater (3052 W. 21st St. at Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
www.coneyislandlive.com). 
July 4 at 7 pm. $50–$80.

Dance break
Swing under the stars with 

Tammy McCann and the 
Sharp Radway Big Band as 
part of Kingsborough Com-
munity College’s Hot Sum-
mer Nights music series. 

Kingsborough Light-
house Bandshell (2001 Ori-
ental Blvd. at Decatur Av-
enue in Manhattan Beach, 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org). July 16 at 8 pm. 
Free.

Nas-ty boys
Rapper Nas headlines 

this year’s Brooklyn Hip 
Hop Festival alongside Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant’s own Fabo-
lous, and a slew of other big 
name wordsmiths. They’ll get 
Brooklyn Bridge Park throw-
ing their hands in their air 
during the one-day extrav-
aganza. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park (On 
Water Street between Old 
Fulton and Dock streets in 
Dumbo, www.bkhiphopfes-
tival.com). July 16. $55.

Got the bite
Swing, jazz, and blues out-

fit the Blue Vipers of Brook-
lyn will play their unique 
blend of New Orleans-in-
spired tunes with blues, 
rhythm and blues, and swing 
under the trains in the Man-
hattan Bridge Archway. 

Manhattan Bridge Arch-

way (Anchorage Place and 
Water Street in Dumbo). 
July 21 at 7 pm. Free. 

By the Beirut
Brooklyn indie outfit Bei-

rut will show off its rock 
tunes, which come with a 
hint of world music, at this 
concert in Prospect Park. 

Prospect Park Bandshell 
(enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, www.bricartsmedia.
org). Aug. 2 at 7:30 pm. 
$40. 

Round there
Travel back to the ’90s 

with two of that decade’s 
biggest acts: rock band 
Counting Crows, and singer 
Rob Thomas from Match-
box 20. 

Coney Island Amphithe-
ater (3052 West 21st St. at 
Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, www.coneyislandlive.
com). Aug. 16 at 6:45 pm. 
$60–$80.

Jam out
The Disco Biscuits will 

cast a spell on the Coney 
Island Amphitheater for its 
“City Disco” show that prom-
ises to be an extended eve-
ning of chilled out jams.

Coney Island Amphi-
theater (3052 West 21st St. 
at Surf Avenue in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland-
live.com). Aug. 20 at 7 pm. 
$35–$50. 

A good day
Ice Cube headlines the 

2016 incarnation of Afropunk 
Festival in Fort Greene. He 
will be joined by quirky rap-
per Tyler, the Creator, funk 
legend George Clinton, and 
hip-hop producer Flying Lo-
tus, among many others. 

Afropunk Festival at 
Commodore Barry Park 
(Flushing Avenue between 
Navy Street and N. Elliott 
Place in Fort Greene, www.
afropunkfest.com/brooklyn) 
Aug. 27 and 28 starting at 
11 am. $45–$75.

MUSIC...
Continued from page 9

Raise the roof: Public Enemy’s Flava Flav and 
Chuck D will take over a Brownsville park on June 
21 as part of the SummerStage series.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Got the world on a string: Puppetworks presents an original adaptation version 
of “The Wizard of Oz,” with a country music score and marionettes from Nicolas 
Coppola, on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 C
ha

rl
es

 S
yk

es



June 3–9, 2016 AWP  13Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Station Renewal Work

F
Beginning June 7, 2016, long-term service changes
will begin at six subway stations along the Culver F line,
as part of a nine-station $140 million station renewal project
being conducted by MTA NYC Transit.

Coney Island-bound F trains will not stop at: Avenue I, Bay Pkwy, Avenue N, 
Avenue P, Avenue U, and Avenue X. This change will remain in effect until early 2017.

Manhattan-bound F makes all stops to Church Av

Coney Island-bound  F is available at 18 Av and Kings Hwy
 

(

 

Travel Alternatives:

 Manhattan   F Kings Hwy

Neptune Av F

F Kings Hwy

18 Av  F

F BQ

Stay Informed
 mta.info
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Without accepting the 
fact that everything chang-
es, we cannot find perfect 
composure. But unfortu-
nately, although it is true, it 
is difficult for us to accept it. 
Because we cannot accept 
the truth of transience, we 
suffer. 

— Zen monk Shunryu Suzuki

I found the house on a walk 
from my in-laws, five 
years ago. It was just down 

the road from their house in 
Long Island, around a curve. 
I’d stopped to watch a deer in 
the wetlands who was star-
ing at me menacingly across 
the tops of the brush, on high 
alert. She locked me in her 
gaze and wouldn’t step away. 
I felt slightly scared, not like 
she was going to charge ex-
actly, but like there was some 
reason she was afraid, and it 
made me afraid too. What is 
it? I wondered, staring into 
the incredible deep browns 
of her huge eyes. What’s go-

ing on? 
I had started believing in 

the idea of animal totems, of 
animals helping to guide you. 
I had started to see dragon-
flies everywhere, especially 
in moments when I was ques-
tioning my path deeply. They 
would appear as if on cue, 
like they were carrying some 
message I just had to figure 
out. I’d gotten a tattoo of a 
dragonfly to commemorate 
a huge transition time in my 
life and to remember the ne-
cessity of change. 

Believing as I do, I was 
sure there was some reason 
I was standing there, locked 
in with the deer, some mes-
sage I was supposed to glean 
from the moment. Wonder-
ing what it could be, afraid 
to move, I heard something 
in the grass and looked just 
beside the deer in time to 
see a tiny foal scramble to 
its feet — seemingly for the 
first time — and then begin 
to run away from me, all gan-

gly-legged, its mother loping 
alongside. 

It was such a beautiful mo-
ment and I understood implic-
itly what the fear had been 
borne from: maternal instinct. 
The deer was protecting her 
young. I was a threat. 

As I thought of this, I 
looked beyond where the deer 
and its newborn had run and 
there was a little house, its 
mullioned windows looking 
on to a little concrete deck and 
the wetlands and a beautiful 
inlet beyond. 

“Wow,” I thought. Then I 
saw the sign. I thought it was 
a “For Sale” sign, and when I 
saw the “1,” I thought it was 

a million-plus. 
“Of course,” I thought, 

“like I could afford a house 
on the water.”

Then I realized it was 
a “For Rent” sign, and the 
monthly price was actually 
not too terrible for a little 
place with such an incred-
ible view. 

I hadn’t been looking for a 
second home, but as I walked 
up the driveway and onto that 
deck, when I looked in the big 
windows and saw the cute lit-
tle room, the sweet fireplace, 
I understood the deer and its 
message: I needed to protect 
my young. 

I didn’t grow up in an 

apartment in a big city. I 
didn’t compete for my mid-
dle school, or test into my high 
school. I didn’t have Acad-
emy-Award winners and fa-
mous authors and business 
leaders as my neighbors. I 
had a big yard, and the des-
ert beyond my house to ex-
plore. I watched soap operas, 
sometimes plugging the tele-
vision in outside so I could try 
to get a tan with some baby 
oil. I babysat and worked at 
a little ’50s diner as a host-
ess. There wasn’t so much 
pressure in Tucson and, as 
I looked at this little grey-
shingled house, at the trees 
and shrubs that protected it 
from the road, I knew it was 
something I wanted, if it was 
at all possible. 

We figured it out. We 
rented it to friends to make 
up some of the expense, we 
furnished it from odds and 
ends that we gathered up, 
mostly, in a single day, add-
ing to the shabby chic look 

over time with flea-market 
finds and found objects from 
the beach. 

It was a safe haven for my 
family, a little respite from the 
city sights and sounds, from 
its pressures. My boys slept 
late in their little dark room, 
then came out onto the deck 
in their underwear for the ap-
ple donuts, stopping to pee on 
the “pee tree.” One summer, 
they rented “Twilight Zone” 
episodes from the library and 
spent an entire week watch-
ing them. 

We are giving it up, our lit-
tle house. The boys go to camp 
now, and, of course, there is 
that idea of transience, that 
there are places you have to go 
for a time, and then you have 
to find something else. 

But I want to thank that 
deer mother, for stopping me 
on that day, and showing me 
that little house. It was indeed 
a safe haven for me, and for 
my kids, and for those who 
came to stay.  

The day a deer told me what to do
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

I t’s, like, so much fun get-
ting ready for the summer. 
Here’s my to-do list:
• Get new bathing suit.
• Come on. Who am I kid-

ding? Get out old bathing suit. 
Ignore the fact it predates the 

Bush era.
• The W. Bush era, that is. 

It’s not like I never get a new 
bathing suit.

• It would just be nice if 
someday they invented an 
elastic that stayed elastic in-

stead of getting crunchy af-
ter a decade or two.

• Also, if someone made 
bathing suits that don’t go out 
of style every two (in glacial 
terms) seconds.

• Quit obsessing about age 

of bathing suit!
• Quit obsessing about age! 

“Only as old as you feel.” 
• Or is it “Only as young as 

you feel”?
• Positive affirmation: I feel 

younger than springtime!

• Of course, springtime has 
been with us for a while. Ever 
since the Earth started spin-
ning on its axis, right? Or at 
least since the evolution of 
plants? I do, for sure, feel 
younger than that.

• Just not in my bathing 
suit.

• Anyway: Buy sun-
screen!

• Choose: White glop no 
one in the family ever will 
use because it’s like slather-

A to-do list for the coming summer

ing on blue cheese dressing 
and pretending that that’s a 
normal way to walk around? 
The Buffalo wing look?

• Or the clear spray-on stuff 
that costs more per ounce than 
Chanel No. 5?

• Buy both. Mere presence 
of gloppy white stuff in medi-
cine cabinet will protect family 
from skin cancer by appeas-
ing angry Coppertone god. 
Can stay there for years. In 
fact, has. 

• Ignore whole article 
glimpsed yesterday that said 
a responsible family would go 
through a whole bottle of sun-
screen in a day at the beach, re-
applying after each swim.

• I suppose this is the same 
family that cleans the coils 
behind its refrigerator on a 
monthly basis, as the manu-
facturer suggests, to “boost 
cooling efficiency.” As if it 
is so easy to move a fridge 
every month.

• Or ever.
• Which could explain our 

electricity bills.
• Quit thinking about things 

you didn’t do in the middle of 
“to do” list!

• To do: Get son’s health 
form. 

• Also to do: Stay on hold 
for 45 minutes waiting for pe-
diatrician’s office to remem-
ber you are alive, on the phone, 

and had cheerfully responded, 
“Sure!” to “Can you please 
hold?” hoping that your chip-
per sympathy for their “crazy 
day!” would get you better ser-
vice. So much for that. You 
want a crazy day? Try call-
ing the doctor and, after the 
first 10 minutes on hold, re-
alizing you really have to go 
to the bathroom.

• Quit drifting off topic! 
Summer! Coming! Soon! 
Start exercising!

• Start exercising God-given 
right to enjoy life without jog-
ging, stretching, crunching.

• If I want crunch, I’ve 
got the elastic in my bath-
ing suit.

• Get ready for guests: paper 
plates, napkins, tablecloths.

• Feel guilty about using too 
much paper.

• Feel guilty about not in-
viting people about not to be 
invited (but at least you’ll be 
using less paper).

• Make guest list for fes-
tive (if small) barbecue and 
swim party!

• SWIM? 
• In what?
• To do: Buy bathing suit.
• Or not.
Happy summer!
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklynites gathered 
along the waterfront to wel-
come more than a dozen ves-
sels rolling underneath the 
Verrazano–Narrows Bridge 
and into New York Harbor 
for the first day of Fleet Week 
on May 25. 

Gunners at Fort Hamilton 
greeted the caravan of ships 
— led by amphibious assault 

craft USS Bataan — with an 
11-gun salute.

Besides the Bataan, two 
American destroyers, three 
Canadian Navy ships, patrol 
boats, a landing ship, a Coast 
Guard buoy tender and cutter, 
and the 24th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit came to town for 
Fleet Week. Two United States 
Navy destroyers and the Coast 
Guard Cutter spent the week 
docked in Red Hook.

ON FLEET
Sailors meet boro in style
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(Above) The amphibious assault ship USS Bataan is the largest ship spending 
Fleet Week in New York. (Far right) Soldiers fire cannons at Fort Hamilton to 
greet ships arriving for Fleet Week.
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It’s worth climbing a few 
steps for food that is several 
rungs above typical fare.

Nanatori Japanese restau-
rant, located on busy Montague 
Street, sits on the second level 
of a two-story building. It at-
tracts such a huge lunch crowd 
from the nearby offices and 
court houses, people line up to 
get inside for a taste of the de-
licious and reasonably priced 
lunch specials. 

The focal point of the 56-seat 
dining room is the sushi work 
station where diners get to 
watch the chefs in action. These 
talented men make the most 
pleasing and eye-catching su-
shi and sashimi. One involves a 
mountain of spicy tuna, stacked 
high on rice rounds, bathing in 
a puddle of spicy mayo. Before 
sending to the table, the tuna is 
torched by the chef, giving it a 
crunchy consistency.

Their creativity continues 
with formations such as the 
Sweetie Roll. These rolls also 
highlight spicy tuna, and they 
are molded into heart designs. 
What a catchy way to start din-
ner with someone special. 

If things go well, you might 
move on to the Sex in the Lobby 
Roll — shrimp tempura, spicy 
tuna, white tuna, avocado, 
and black caviar. There’s even 
a Tuna Martini — diced tuna, 
cucumber, crunch, seaweed 
salad, and caviar. Yes, the 
names are as intriguing as the 
presentations themselves — 
colorful, and many delightfully 
arranged on a white dish so the 
food is artwork.

If you’re dining with the 
family, there are a few terms 
that might get their attention, 
too. For example, kids may 
delight in the Dinosaur Roll, 
an artist sculpture featuring 
shrimp tempura, cucumber, 

eel, avocado, and caviar.  
A unique salad is the Wasabi 

Lobster. The beautiful arrange-
ment resembles a bird’s nest, 
dotted with mango and red cav-
iar. There’s just enough spice to 
make the dish interesting, with-
out being overwhelming. 

For those who like their 
food cooked, Nanatori Japanese 
restaurant offers an array of 
options. The shrimp and veg-
etable tempura arrives on an 
oversized white plate, a gener-
ous portion. A scoop of brown 
or white rice accompanies the 
dish, and with its skillfully ar-
ranged sprig of green vegetable 
there, and red cherry tomato 
here, it appeals to the eye as 
much as it does the palate. 

The beef teriyaki makes its 
appearance on the same over-
sized dish, sliced and layered 
over a bed of onion, drizzled 
with brown gravy. Pieces of 
broccoli, carrot sticks, and baby 
corn surround. 

Hot tea is served with meals, 
a welcome addition, especially 
during these brutal winter 
months. Or, perhaps a glass of 
plum wine might warm you up. 

The décor of the restaurant 
is comprised of wood tones 

and colorful paintings. A large 
portrait of a Japanese woman 
among cherry blossoms pro-
vides color, as does the fish tank 
in the back of the dining room. 
Open shelves display original 
bottles and other artifacts.

There is seating at the work 
station, if you want to watch 
the preparation. There’s also 
seating beneath the huge front 
window that overlooks Mon-
tague Street, if you prefer to 
see what’s going on outside.

Of course dessert is as ap-
pealing as the main dishes, 
and tastes just as good. The 
banana tempura is a favorite 
— banana is sliced and fried, 
then re-arranged so it sits on 
a banana peel that’s been clev-
erly draped across the plate. It’s 
all topped with whipped cream 
and chocolate syrup. 

Nanatori Japanese restau-
rant [162 Montague St. between 
Clinton and Henry streets, Down-
town, (718) 522–5555, www.nana-
tori.com]. Open for lunch Mon-
days through Fridays, 11:30 am–4 
pm; Saturdays, 1–3 pm. Open for 
dinner, Mondays through Thurs-
days, 4–10:30 pm; Fridays, 4–11:30 
pm; Saturdays, 3–11:30 pm; and 
Sundays 1–10:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Delicious Japanese at Nanatori

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

These dogs had their 
day!

Nathan’s Famous on Surf 
Avenue sold hot dogs for five 
cents a piece on May 28, roll-
ing its prices back to 1916 rates 
in honor of its 100th anniver-
sary. The Coney Island main-
stay has been feeding locals for 
a century, but the celebration 
was also a time for newcom-
ers to taste a Brooklyn tradi-
tion, one eater said.

“I’m from Brazil and arrived 
in New York three weeks ago, 
and so I had been waiting to try 
Nathan’s — it’s very traditional, 
and that’s why it’s special,” said 
Manuella Cantauice.

All told, about 18,000 
waited an average of half an 
hour on line for a five-cent 
frank on Saturday, and the staff 
pumped out the plump crowd-
pleasers at a rate of 100 per 
minute — a pretty good clip, 
according to a spokesman.

“There was an extraordi-
nary amount of coordination 
— the [Transportation Security 
Administration] could learn a 
lot from Natahan’s Famous,” 
said George Shea.

The line stretched from Surf 
Avenue to the Boardwalk, but 
it was a good appetizer, Can-
tauice said.

“It was worth it,” she 
said.

Founder Nathan Hand-

On a roll
Nathan’s sells nickel franks 
for 100th anniversary fete

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

It was a wiener-waving 
contest!

An upstart took on Na-
than’s Famous, selling his 
own hot dogs down the street 
from the iconic Surf Avenue 
store during its 100th anni-
versary celebration on May 
28. The restaurateur resur-
rected the recipe used by 
Charles Feltman — the man 
who literally  taught a young 
Nathan Handwerker every-
thing he knew about cased 
meat  — because he says Na-
than’s quality has gone to the 
dogs.

“We’re the anti-Nathan’s 

Feltman’s challenges the big dog
— the hot dogs are 100-per-
cent beef, no fillers,” said Mi-
chael Quinn of Feltman’s of 
Coney Island, who grew up 
dining at Nathan’s and sold 
his own creations at the Stee-
plechase Beer Garden last 
weekend.

But a Nathan’s booster 
says Quinn cooked up the 
allegations to sell hot dogs.

“I suspect that they are 
trying hard to distinguish 
themselves,” said spokes-
man George Shea. “I say, 
let the public vote, because 
there is no way that anyone 
in New York City — in my 
mind — would chose another 
hot dog over Nathan’s. It’s 

the best quality beef and the 
best quality hot dog.”

Interest seemed stronger 
in Nathan’s on Saturday — 
the restaurant served about 
18,000 to Quinn’s 500 — but 
the Feltman’s 500 may have 
gotten the better brat, one 
foodie said.

“It’s been a while since I 
had a Nathan’s, but I think 
the Feltman’s had a little more 
seasoning — they were a lit-
tle spicier,” said Gowanusite 
Richard Ruane.

Quinn charged 10 cents a 
frank, because that was the 
price Feltman — who Quinn 
says invented the hotdog — 
asked for in 1916.

Michael Quinn challenged Nathan’s by slinging 10-
cent dogs just steps away.
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werker got his start in the 
business slicing buns and 
delivering franks for Coney 
Island entrepreneur Charles 
Feltman — the man who liter-
ally invented the hot dog in the 
mid-19th century. Handwerker 
reportedly “lived on free hot 
dogs,” and eventually saved up 
and borrowed enough cash to 
started his own frank stand.
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(Clockwise from top left) 
Hot dog booster George 
Shea enjoys a frank with 
Mariana Rios and Manu-
ella Cantauice. The line 
wrapped around Na-
than’s and down to the 
Boardwalk. Kaylie Alva-
rez is all smiles with her 
five-cent lunch.

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

If a network falls in the 
woods and nobody is on 
it, does anyone make a 
sound? No!

Someone stole a $600 
gizmo that blasted free wifi 
in Sunset Park on May 26. 
But unplugged park-goers 
were just shocked to learn 
the green space was hooked 
up to cyberspace in the first 
place, and one recreationist 
wished he’d picked up on the 
signals sooner, he said.

“Wifi in the park? I had 
no idea. I’ve lived here for 
five years, I should know 
that. It’s too bad,” said 42nd 
Street resident Carl Gam-
brell, one of a dozen who 
had no idea about the ser-
vice.

The tech — purloined 
from atop the park’s bath-
room — connected the area 
to a larger network that the 
Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District set up 
along the avenue between 
38th and 64th streets.

But the doohickey is not 
much good on its own, and 
the merchant group’s leader 
doesn’t know why someone 

S’Park’s wifi  stolen
Locals: ‘Who knew the park had wifi ?’

would swipe it, she said.
“It’s not something some-

one can even use,” said Renee 
Giordano, the organization’s 
director. “I don’t understand 
why anyone would do it.”

The group built the wifi 
network — which cost roughly 
$60,000 to install and another 
$13,000 each year to maintain 
— in 2013 to give businesses 
and shoppers open web access, 
Giordano said. It funds the ser-

vice with dues collected from 
area businesses and property 
owners, she said.

Park-goers may be out of 
the loop, but avenue shop own-
ers and residents use the free 
internet heavily. The signal 
still reaches about a third of 
the way into the park, and any 
free internet is good, one local 
said after hearing about it.

“I’m all for it,” said 18-year 
resident Mike Fleshman.

Carl Gambrell did not know he was using precious 
data in the park when he could have been on the 
Sunset Park Improvement District’s free network.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

Luckily, they were cov-
ered.

A 13th Avenue insur-
ance company is back up 
and running after a driver 
smashed through its Dyker 
storefront on May 27. The 
building still needs seri-
ous repairs, but an owner 
said the irony of an acci-
dent at an insurance office 
was lost on no one.

“That was a big joke 
with the firemen — they 
said, ‘I hope you have good 
insurance,’ ” said Robert 
Silvestri, who owns Frank 
J. Silvestri Insurance near 
78th Street.

The driver careened into 
the shop around 11 am last 
Friday, Fire Department of-

Insurance Co. takes a hit

ficials said. She was motoring 
along 78th Street toward 12th 
Avenue and allegedly blew 
a red light, collided with a 

sport utility vehicle trav-
eling on 13th Avenue, and 
slammed into the building, 
witnesses said. 

A driver careened into this insurance storefront on 
13th Avenue in Bensonhurst on Friday.
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