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HIGH-RISE AND MIGHTY 
By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Board members of the semi-private 
organization that runs Brooklyn Bridge 
Park voted to approve two controver-
sial towers at the Pier 6 end of the green 
space on Tuesday morning. 

Members voted 12–4 to approve the 
new buildings at the end of Atlantic Ave-
nue, with those in favor arguing the park 
needs the money the towers will bring to 
fund its upkeep — especially to eliminate 
the tiny crustaceans slowly devouring 
the timber piles that hold it up.  

“It’s our responsibility to make sure 
this park is funded and doesn’t fall into 
the East River,” said Henry Gutman, 
a board member who owns a condo-
minium at a separate condo develop-
ment in the park. 

Those opposed sided with local res-
idents,  who have for years insisted that 
the park has plenty of cash to stay afloat , 
and that any extra development contra-
venes its pledge to only build the bare 
minimum needed to stay solvent.

Board members Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights), Zeeshan 
Ott — a spokesman for state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights) — 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon’s (D–
Cobble Hill) appointee Michael Stinson, 
and Matthew Wing — who is Gov. Cuo-
mo’s former press secretary — all voted 
against the towers.

Dozens of local residents showed up 
to the public meeting armed with plac-
ards, jeering throughout the proceed-
ings, then slamming the board after it 
approved the plan.

“You have permitted the greed of a 
few, and the arrogance of the several, 

Bridge Park approves Pier 6 towers, and locals prepare for legal challenge

to cause the loss of more precious park-
lands, at its most critical entrance, to the 
detriment of all,” said Judi Francis, pres-
ident of advocacy group the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Defense Fund.

Influential civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association immediately 
vowed to sue to stop the towers. 

“There’s about to be a lawsuit in light 
of your voting today,” said resident and 
attorney Richard Ziegler.

It wouldn’t be the first suit — in fact, 
Tuesday’s vote was the culmination of 
the last one,  which was eventually set-
tled in 2015  when city and park honchos 
agreed to go through a state approval 
process for changes they had made to 
the original plan for the Pier 6 devel-
opment, including the addition of be-
low-market housing.

But state officials last month refused 
to approve the changes amidst the ongo-

ing spat between Mayor DeBlasio and 
Cuomo. City Hall honchos eventually 
declared they had satisfied the spirit of 
the law by “seeking” its okay, and vowed 
to plow ahead.

On Monday, the head of the state’s eco-
nomic development arm the Empire State 
Development Corporation said he doesn’t 
think the so-called “affordable” housing 
requires the state’s approval anyway.

But several pols, including Squadron 

and city Comptroller Scott Stringer, said 
they didn’t agree the rules of the settle-
ment had been satisfied, and warned it 
could mean more legal challenges.

“Today’s decision by the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation to ignore the 
settlement agreement and push forward 
only increases the risk of additional lit-
igation and is bound to escalate the ani-
mosity with the local community,” said 
Stringer’s spokesman Eric Sumberg.

City and Brooklyn Bridge Park 
bigwigs tweaked the designs for 
the Pier 6 towers before Tues-
day’s vote  — most notably nix-
ing a planned pre-kindergarten 
space, and reducing the number 
of units.

Here are the latest details of 
what they’re planning to build 
there: 

• The taller of the two towers, 
previously 29 stories containing 
192 units, will now be 28 stories 
with 126 units. They will all be 
condominiums. 

• The shorter tower will re-
main roughly the same height 
at 14 or 15 stories, but will have 
40 market-rate units instead of 
the planned 30, and 100 below-
market-rate units instead of 117. 
These will all be rentals. 

• A planned pre-kindergarten 
space in the smaller tower is gone. 
The city is in talks to find a dif-
ferent location for it “nearby,” ac-
cording to a spokesman. 

• Half of the so-called “af-
fordable” units will be ear-
marked for households earning 
around $134,640 a year — for a 
family of three — a quarter to 
those making $106,080, and the 
remaining quarter for those earn-
ing $65,250.

What changed?
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The most recent renderings for the controversial high rises planned for the Brooklyn Heights end of the park.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

The city’s planned Sunset Park-
to-Queens streetcar could be a 
one-way ticket out of Williams-
burg for low-income residents, lo-
cals said at a public forum about 
the trolley on June 1.

The system is expected to raise 
property values along the route — 
that’s how the city says it will pay 
for the $2.5 billion tram — and 
one housing activist wondered if 
the two dozen locals who gath-
ered at the First Spanish Presby-
terian Church will even be able 
to afford to live there when the 
streetcar opens in 2024.

“If property values go up, it dis-
places a lot of residents because 
landlords want to move tenants 
out to capitalize on the economic 
growth of the community,” said 
Ausar Burke of Churches United 
for Fair Housing. “We feel that’s 
not fair to the people already liv-
ing there, it moves a lot of people 
out of the community.”

The city plans to use the ex-
pected increase in property taxes 
to foot most of the bill for the 

streetcar — a plan first pitched 
by the very developers who have 
properties along the line and stand 
to benefit the most from it.

Critics argue that it is more 
of an amenity for their buildings 
than a mass transit system de-
signed to get Brooklynites around 
— especially when it will run 
along the waterfront,  where the 
city about to launch a new ferry 
service , while farther-flung parts 
of the borough remain true tran-
sit deserts.

But one participant said he saw 
it differently — the streetcar is 
a chance to connect commercial 

Heading off the rails
W’burgers worry streetcar will displace locals

Residents meet with city reps to offer their streetcar suggestions — and gripes — in 
Williamsburg on June 1.
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HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Your weekends are F-ed.
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority is quietly planning 
repairs to the Hurricane Sandy-
ravaged 2 and 3 and F train tun-
nels between Brooklyn and Man-
hattan — in a similar vein to the 
much fretted-about fixes to the 
L-train tube — and will have to 
close the passages for an unspec-
ified number of weekends in the 
coming years while it completes 
them.

The 2012 super-storm sent salt-
water gushing into the 2 and 3 
trains’ Clark Street tunnel and the F 
train’s Rutgers Street tunnel, dam-
aging tracks, signals, ducts, power, 
and communication cables, and 
now workers need extended access 
to fix them, according to the agen-
cy’s press guru Kevin Ortiz. 

questions answered
MTA: Tunnel repairs loom for F, 2 and 3 lines in coming years

F

Repairs to the 2 and 3 tube — 
which 150,000 passengers traverse 
every weekday — will take place 
first, Ortiz said, but the agency 
won’t reveal when they will begin, 
or how it will affect the rest of the 

En garde
You can win one of these 
sweet swords at theater 
company Letter of Marque’s 
production of “Don’t Feed 
the Cats”  on June 16 in 
Gowanus. Read more about 
it on page 9.P
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TH IS WE E K I N

line until after it names a contrac-
tor sometime this month.

The agency will then repair the 
F tunnel — which 155,000 pas-
sengers pass through every day — 
but won’t give any more details 
on that until after it awards that 
contract in 2018, he said.

Sandy did more damage to the 
F tunnel than the 2 and 3 — bat-
tering it with 1.5 million gallons 
of saltwater, instead of the 500,000 
gallons that filled the red line, ac-
cording to Ortiz. 

The agency’s head honcho 
Thomas Prendergast  told a state 
legislature  hearing in February 
that it wants to repair both tun-
nels before it fixes the L-train’s 
Canarsie passage, which is in a 
worse state than both.

To put both repairs into perspec-
tive, the L-train tube is longer than 
the Clark and Rutgers tunnels and 
took in 6 million gallons of water 

during the hurricane. 
The authority plans to either 

close the L tunnel entirely for 18 
months or partially for three years. 
It will name a contractor by the 
end of the year and work will be-
gin in 2019, Ortiz said.

The Clark, Rutgers, and Canar-
sie tunnels are the last of Brook-
lyn’s Sandy-suckered passageways 
still in need of mending. The au-
thority is halfway through repairs 
to the 4 and 5 Joralemon tube. It 
has been closing the connection 
on weekends since March 11, and 
is slated to wrap up 13 weeks later 
on July 25.

It  closed  the Montague Street R 
tunnel for  13 straight months  be-
tween 2013 and 2014, the G train’s 
Greenpoint tube to Queens for 12 
weekends in 2014 and  five full 
weeks  in 2014, and the Cranberry 
Street A and C tunnel for 40 week-
ends last year.

The MTA still needs to do 
work on the Rutgers Street 
Tunnel, which carries the F 
train under the East River.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Lo

ui
se

 W
at

er
id

g
e

See TROLLEY  on page 6
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11:15 PM to 5 AM
Mon to Fri
Jun 13 – 17

  

No G trains between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Church Av

Free shuttle buses and F trains provide alternate 
service via Jay St-MetroTech

Travel Alternatives:
• Bedford-Nostrand Avs Jay St-MetroTech

  F
• G Bedford-Nostrand Avs
• F Jay St-MetroTech Church Av
• F Jay St-MetroTech
• A Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts Jay St-MetroTech

Stay Informed

mta.info

G
Planned Service Changes
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Check this out — then 
check in!

Brooklyn Heights’  newly 
restored  Bossert Hotel will fi-
nally reopen as a luxury lodg-
ing this October after years 
of anticipation, and the de-
velopers behind the transfor-
mation say it is looking bet-
ter than ever.

“When it’s done, it’s go-
ing to be a very beautiful 
hotel,” said developer Da-
vid Bistricer, who  bought  the 
107-year-old Montague Street 
hotel along with fellow real-
estate tycoon Joseph Chetrit 
for $81 million in 2012. 

The pair initially planned 
to have the ornate inn up and 
running in 2013, but three 
years later, workers are still 
finishing up the final stages of 
the 280-room lodge’s renova-
tions and cleaning up the in-
terior in preparation for a fall 
launch, Bistricer said. 

The outside of the historic 
building once known as the 
“Waldorf-Astoria of Brook-
lyn” will remain the same, 
but inside, the guest rooms 

will boast new walls, ceilings, 
and large bathrooms, he said. 
The common spaces and lobby 
will also pay homage to the 
hotel’s storied past and retain 
touches such as marble stair-
cases and chandeliers.

The hotel will also feature a 
rooftop bar and restaurant, as 
it did in its heyday, but the ter-
race watering hole won’t be the 
party palace it was when the 
Brooklyn Dodgers celebrated 
their 1955 World Series win at 
the Bossert — no more than 
40 patrons will be allowed to 
imbibe up there at any given 
time, Bistricer said.

Along with the elevated 
eatery, there will also be a 
lobby-level restaurant and 
first-floor cafe. Menus are still 
being finalized, but they will 
likely include classic Amer-
ican fare such as steak and 
oysters Rockafeller, Bis-
tricer said.

Argentinian hotelier Fen 
Hotels —  which recently 
opened Downtown hotel 
called the Dazzler Brook-
lyn  — will operate the ho-
tel under the name Esplen-
dor Bossert.

Oh, suite! 
B’Heights’ Bossert Hotel 
will reopen in October

Bistricer and Chetrit pur-
chased the 14-story building 
from religious group the Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, which had 
been using it to house its mem-
bers, but checked out perma-

nently after  deciding  to move 
its longtime Brooklyn Heights 
headquarters upstate. 

 The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
first reported news of the Oc-
tober opening .

The Bossert will soon be a hotel once again.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This party was really 
cooking!

Celebrity chef Carla Hall 
hosted a Downtown bene-
fit gala to celebrate Brook-
lyn Community Servic-
es’s 150th anniversary on 
Monday night, and the so-
cial services organization’s 
head honcho said it was a 
great way to let loose and 
commemorate the sesqui-
centennial. 

“It’s a really momentous 
milestone occasion for us,” 
said Marla Simpson, who 
is the executive director of 

Brooklyn Community Ser-
vices. “We were delighted, 
and everybody had a great 
time.” 

The organization raised 
$1.1 million on the big 
night and is planning to put 
the moolah towards its pro-
grams, which include mental 
health services, job training, 
family counseling, and day 
care, Simpson said.

Along with Hall — who  is 
opening a new fried chicken 
restaurant in the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District  this 
month —  “America’s Next 
Top Model” contestant Fa-
tima Siad, Borough President 

Adams, and First Lady Chir-
laine McCray all lent their 
star power to the event.

The organization started 
out as the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Aid Society — founded 
after the Civil War to help 
house, clothe, and feed street 
kids — and the Brooklyn Bu-
reau of Charities — created 
a few years later to help poor 
families.

Now, Simpson said the out-
fit is now looking forward 
to another 150 years in the 
borough.

“One-hundred-and-fifty 
years from now, we’ll be do-
ing it again,” she said.

Hearty community party
Celebrating 150 years with a celeb chef

Celebrity chef Carla Hall 
hosted the Brooklyn 
Community Services’s 
150th anniversary gala 
on Monday night.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say held up a Montague 
Street bank on June 2.

The guy entered the bank 
near Cadman Plaza West at 
12:05 pm and approached a 
teller, handing him a brown 
bag and allegedly demand-
ing money, hissing, “I’ll shoot 
this place up,” according to 
a report. As the suspect was 
making the threat, he simu-
lated that he had a gun, mo-
tioning to his waistband where 
he hid an umbrella handle, 
police said.

The witness then gave 
the suspect $2,503, author-
ities said, before he was ar-
rested. 

Conned
A pair of baddies robbed 

a guy after he invited them 
back to his Court Street apart-
ment on June 5.

The victim told police 
he invited an acquaintance 
and her friend to hang out at 
his abode near State Street 
at 12:15 am. He put $200 on 
the living room table, and he 
and the two women went to 
the bedroom, according a re-
port. In his sleeping cham-
ber, the stranger sprayed him 
in the eye with an unknown 
substance, and both women 

took the $200 and fled, said 
authorities. 

One of the women real-
ized she left her wallet with 
her identification inside and 
started banging on the apart-
ment door with a high heel, 
damaging the entryway, ac-
cording to a report. 

Bicycle boost 
A goon stole a guy’s bicy-

cle and phone as he was walk-
ing home on Bergen Street 
on June 2.

Authorities said the victim 
was near Fourth Avenue at 
11:50 am when the lout came 
up from behind and knocked 
him to the sidewalk, punch-
ing and kicking him several 
times. The nogoodnik then 
snarled, “This is some gang s--
-” before fleeing with his set 
of wheels, iPhone, and credit 
cards, said a report.

The victim was taken to 
the hospital for cuts on his 
hands and knee, and bruis-
ing above his right eye. 

Bump and bash
A pair of bruisers bashed a 

guy and stole his headphones 
after he accidentally bumped 
into them on Fulton Street on 
May 31.

Police said the victim was 
near near Boerum Place at 
3:45 pm when he accidentally 
bumped into the two punks, 
and one of the jerks yelled, 
“You think you tough?” 

One of the baddies then 

punched the victim in the 
right eye and snatched his 
white Beats headphones, 
which were hanging around 
his neck, said a report. 

Rewind
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say stole a 14-year-old’s cell-
phone after he thought he was 
being taped on a 4 train on 
June 2.

The victim was traveling 
on the Manhattan-bound 
train, but once it pulled into 
Borough Hall Station at 4:30 
pm, the guy stated, “Why 
are you recording me?” and 
slapped him in the face. He 
then snatched his iPhone 6 
from his hand, according to 
a report.  — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Street fight 
Two women assaulted an-

other lady as she was walk-
ing home on Bond Street on 
June 5, police said.

The woman told police she 
was near Baltic Street at 3:30 
am when the two approached 
her, and they all got into a ver-
bal argument. One of the goons 
punched her in the face with a 
closed fist and the other started 
kicking her after she had fallen 
to the ground, police said. 

The woman was bleeding 
and had a swollen face, ac-

Would-be bank robber’s hold up foiled

cording to authorities. 

Wheeled away 
A nogoodnik snatched a 

wheelchair from the lobby 
of a Court Street residence 
sometime overnight on June 
5, police said.

The knave took the chair 
from the common area be-
tween Carroll and President 
streets at sometime between 9 
pm on June 5 to 6:45 the next 
morning. There was also dam-
age to the door, according to 
authorities. 

Banged up 
Police cuffed an 18-year-

old girl on June 6 for assault-
ing another teenage girl and 
stealing her iPhone on May 
16 on Court Street. 

The suspect, who police 
say acted with two others, got 
into a verbal argument with 
the 17-year-old near Second 
Place at 12:57 pm, a police 
report states. 

The suspect swiped the 
teen’s iPhone and wallet with 
her library identification card 
and Chase debit card inside, 
and she assaulted her, caus-
ing bruises and abrasions, ac-

cording to authorities. 

Socked
Police cuffed a 21-year-old 

guy on June 6 for punching a 
woman in the face and snatch-
ing her phone on May 23 on 
Hoyt Street. 

The suspect got into a ver-
bal argument with the 37-year-
old woman between Douglass 
and Baltic streets at 1:30 pm, 
police said. 

He punched her in the face, 
bruising her left eye and pos-
sibly broke her pinky finger, 
according to authorities. He 
also swiped her iPhone 6S, 
police said. 

No more heat
Police arrested a 28-year-

old guy for shooting a firearm 
and running from police on 
Mill Street on June 5. 

Four women flagged down 
an officer between Columbia 
and Hicks streets at 5 am be-
cause they saw the suspect 
“blasting heat,” according 
to authorities. Police spot-
ted the guy, who ran away 
and then threw his firearm on 
the ground, police said.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Locked up
A pair of masked bandits 

locked up an employee and 
robbed a Fourth Avenue res-
taurant after hours on May 
30, police said.

An unfortunate employee 
was cleaning the kitchen at 
the eatery near 88th Street 
around 3:35 am when the two 
stormed in. They grabbed him 
and threw him in a basement 
office before they hit a cash 
register for $500 and fled, ac-
cording to a police report.

Parking wars
A maddened oaf sent a guy 

to the hospital with a broken 
jaw over a parking spot on 
86th Street on May 27, po-
lice said.

The two got into a heated 
argument over a spot near 
Fifth Avenue around 9:45 pm. 
One went berserk, grabbed 
some brass knuckles, and hit 
the guy across the face. 

He did not stay to claim the 
spot — instead he fled in his 
white Toyota sedan on 86th 
Street towards Fourth Avenue, 
according to police.

Grab and dash
A light-footed lout snatched 

a woman’s wallet out from un-
der her arm on Bay Ridge Av-
enue on June 1, said cops.

She was between Third 

Avenue and Ridge Boulevard 
around 8 pm when the guy ran 
up from behind her, grabbed 
the wallet, and kept on run-
ning towards Ridge Boule-
vard, police said.

Wake up call
An opportunistic ne’er-do-

well took a wallet from a man’s 
car parked on Fifth Avenue 
while he grabbed breakfast 
on June 2, according to law 
enforcement officials.

The guy parked his car be-
tween 72nd and 73rd streets 
around 9:30 am and went to 
eat. He told cops he may have 
left it unlocked when the thief 
struck. — Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Jumped
Three ruffians jumped 

a guy and robbed him on 
Meeker Avenue on May 30, 
a police report said.

The victim said he was near 
Leonard Street around 4:55 
am trying to catch a cab home 
when he noticed a white van 
with New York plates follow-
ing him.

The goons jumped out of 
the van as he passed under an 
overpass and attacked him, 
police said. One punched the 
victim in the face, giving him 
a bloody, bruised eye and a 
busted lip, police said. The 
others held the man down and 
stole his wallet and phone, the 
report said. 

The guys ran back to 
the van, meeting up with a 
fourth lout driving the van, 
and fled on Meeker Avenue, 
police said.

Off the books  
A chief executive officer 

of a N. Sixth Street company 
discovered an employee steal-
ing from the business on May 
20, according to police.

The head honcho was au-
diting the payroll at the es-
tablishment near Kent Ave-
nue at 8 am and found that 
the worker overpaid him-
self on three separate occa-
sions, smuggling $8,000, po-
lice said.

Cell snatching
A nogoodnik snatched a 

man’s phone from his hand 
on Franklin Street on June 2, 
police said.

The victim said he was 
talking to his wife on the 
phone and headed toward 
Freeman Street at 9 pm when 
the punk came up from behind 
him and grabbed the phone 
from his hand. 

The weasel ran toward 
Manhattan Avenue on Green 
Street, a police report said. 
The victim was not injured 
and his phone did not have 
a tracking device on it, the 
report said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shootings
Three unrelated shootings 

occurred in the precinct this 
week, police said. Here’s the 
rundown:

• A gun-toting goon hit a 
man twice in the back at a 
Moore Street home on May 
31, police said.

Officials found ballistic 
evidence at the scene near 
Humboldt Street after re-
viewing the incident, which 
occurred around 4 pm, po-
lice stated.

• Someone shot and killed 
a man on Berry Street on 
June 4.

The Williamsburg resident 

was found near S. Ninth Street 
at 11 am and rushed to the hos-
pital, but doctors pronounced 
him dead upon arrival, po-
lice said.

• Another gunman hit a 
victim twice in the left leg 
on Bushwick Avenue on June 
4, cops said.

The victim was inside 
the lobby of a building near 
Boerum Street at 11:45 pm 
when he was shot. He was 
taken to a nearby hospital, the 
report said. Police said he was 
highly uncooperative.

Car con
A trickster pretended to 

be a rental car company em-
ployee and drove off with a 
vehicle from a Havemeyer 
Street garage on June 1, po-
lice said.

A husband-and-wife cou-
ple told cops they were re-
turning the car to the garage 
near Metropolitan Avenue af-
ter a test drive at around 10 
pm, when the charlatan ap-
proached them and said the 
car needed to be serviced, 
so the pair left the vehicle 
with him.

The woman then went back 
to the car to retrieve her phone 
and the so-called employee, 
who was sitting inside, handed 
it to he, saying the company 
was then in possession of the 
vehicle, the report said.

The couple left, but the 
woman later got notice that 
the car was never returned, 
and she realized the unknown 
man was not an employee af-
ter all, the report said.

Subway ambush
Four toughs attacked a 

15-year-old boy on a Queens-
bound subway train on June 
5, a police report said.

The victim and his uncle 
got on board at the Marcy Av-
enue stop and said the crimi-
nal quartet boarded at Hewes 
Street around 1:30 am. The 
guys then started staring at 
the boy and when the train 
reached the Lorimer Street 
station, one came up to him 
and said, “Run your pock-
ets,” according to the police 
report.

The boy said he didn’t 
have anything, but the brutes 
punched him on the left side 
of his face, knocking him to 
the floor and four louts then 
beat and stomped on him, po-
lice said.

The miscreants then took 
his cellphone, Yankees base-
ball cap, sweater, and an ear-
ring, before walking to the 
next train car, police said.

Bad ad
Two gun-packing punks 

stole a guy’s wallet, two 
cellphones, and $350 dur-
ing an attempted Craigslist 
exchange on Moore Street 
on June 4.

The victim thought he was 
meeting the men at Bushwick 
Avenue at 9:15 pm to sell them 
his phone, police said.

But when they met up, one 
of the goons said he needed 
to go to his apartment near 
Flushing Avenue to get his 
money, police said.

The weasel said his apart-
ment was on the seventh floor 
of the building, but the elevator 
took them to the eighth floor 
— at which point he pulled 
out a gun on the victim while 
his accomplice stole the man’s 
wallet, phones, and money, 
the police report said.

The dastardly duo then fled 
through the stairwell once the 
elevator stopped, police said.
 — Tatiana Hernandez

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Police are still looking for 
two predators who tried to 
rape women in Park Slope 
in recent months. 

Most recently, a sicko 
attacked a 21-year-old 
woman on Second Street 
on May 22.

The victim was between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
at around 4:30 am, when the 
creep attacked her from 
behind, pushed her to the 
ground, pulled off her un-
derwear, and attempted to 
rape her, cops said. 

She fought him off and 
screamed for help, and the 
jerk ran into a dark four-door 
Acura and drove off Gow-
anus-bound down Second 
Street, authorities said.

Cops describe the at-
tacker as 20–25 years old, 
5-foot-8 to 6-foot, and 
around 170–180 pounds.

Police are also still on 
the lookout for the slime-
ball  who tried to rape a 
23-year-old woman at knife-
point while she was jogging 
through Prospect Park  on 
April 20. 

The perv jumped the 
victim from behind while 
she was running near Gar-
field Place and Prospect 
Park West at around 5:15 
am, throwing her to the 
ground, brandishing a blade, 
and telling her he planned 
to sexually assault her — 
but the woman fought back, 
and the lowlife eventually 
ran off, police said.

Police describe this at-
tacker as around 5-foot-10 
to 6-foot, weighing 180–190 
pounds, and sporting short 
hair and a goatee.

Police ask anyone with 
information to contact 
(800) 577–8477,  or www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police: Park Slope 
attemped rapists 
still on the loose
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Break out the sunscreen 
and get your merry on.

South Brooklyn is the hot-
test ticket in town for plea-
sure punters, with a pair of 
street spectacles — one with 
a Big Easy-style parade — 
that will put summer in your 
step, turn couch yams into out-
door hams, and celebrate an 
activist who helped pioneer 
the neighborhood’s urban re-
newal success story.

Smith Street’s Sunday Fun-
day Street Fair on June 26, 
and Bastille Day Celebration 
and Petanque Tournament on 
July 10 — New York institu-
tions of food, fun, festivity, 
and sport — will honor late 
South Brooklyn Local Devel-
opment Corporation founder 
and longtime executive direc-
tor Bette Stoltz, who created 
the dual jamborees as part of 

Smith St. ready to party
Pair of festivals to honor late area champ Bette Stoltz

Since turning 60, it seems like a night 
hasn’t gone by when I haven’t had to wake 
up at least once to urinate. During the day, 
I have trouble starting some times, and 
trouble stopping other times. Friends tell 
me that changes like these are just a nor-
mal (and frustrating) part of aging for many 
men, but I’m worried. What is causing these 
symptoms, and is there anything I can do 
about it? 

Across Brooklyn, thousands of older men 
such as yourself are currently trying to “learn 
to live with” changes in urinary habits that 
have developed over the years. As you have 
experienced, these changes may include in-
terruption of nighttime sleep patterns and/
or needing to frequently excuse oneself to 
find the nearest restroom. 

But changes in urinary habits don’t need 
to remain an unfortunate “fact of life.” 
Most commonly, they are caused by a con-
dition called benign prostatic hyperplasia 
(BPH), also known as an enlarged prostate. 
BPH occurs when the prostate grows too 
quickly or too much over time, and becomes 
so large that it puts pressure on the bladder. 
BPH impacts more than half of all men over 
the age of 60, and results in symptoms such 
as a more frequent need to urinate, as well 
as trouble emptying the bladder complete-
ly, an interrupted or weak stream, or strug-
gling to start or stop urinating. While BPH 
isn’t life-threatening, it can still have a seri-
ous impact on a man’s quality of life. Fortu-
nately, there are a wide variety of methods 

available to diagnose and treat it.
To confirm a diagnosis of BPH, a physician 

may test blood and urine to rule out cancer, 
and perform a physical examination of the 
prostate. Using ultrasound and other imag-
ing techniques, the muscles of the bladder 
can also be evaluated to confirm that they 
are working. Lifestyle changes like lowering 
fluid intake before bedtime can sometimes 
help alleviate BPH symptoms, and for some, 
targeted muscle training that strengthens 
the pelvic floor helps with holding urine 
longer and improves bladder release. When 
lifestyle changes and rehabilitation are not 
enough, different types of medications that 
can help may be prescribed. Some of these 
medications work by causing the muscles 
around the prostate and bladder to relax, 
making it easier for the bladder to empty. 
Other medications can shrink the prostate 
and thus improve the flow of urine. And 
if medication and lifestyle changes do not 
control BPH symptoms, minimally invasive 
surgical procedures to shrink or remove part 
or all of the prostate gland may ultimately 
be utilized.

The bottom line is that BPH is not a prob-
lem that you just have to cope with. Con-
servative and minimally invasive treatment 
options can bring you relief.

To find a doctor at New York Methodist Hos-
pital who specializes in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of BPH, call 718-499-CARE (2273) or visit 
www.nym.org.

By Edward Zoltan, M.D.
Director of Voiding Dysfunction, New York Methodist Hospital

would be thrilled to learn that 
a New Orleans-type second 
line procession — complete 
with a brass band and gussied 
up marchers trumpeting her 
memory — will crown Sunday 
Funday, her group’s signature 
event, said her daughter.

“It was my mother’s brain-
child, and the most outstand-
ing and publicly recognized 
effort of her non-profit orga-
nization,” said Erica Stoltz, 
the group’s interim executive 
director. “I think she will be 
beaming in spirit, and very 
proud.”

Sunday Funday will show-
case the best food, drink, 
crafts, and clothes on Smith 
Street, along an eight-block 
stretch from Bergen to Union 
streets, organizers say. 

Bastille Day, between Ber-
gen and Dean streets, will 
mark the 227th anniversary 
of the French Revolution with 

a rouge, blanc, and bleu trib-
ute to the folk who gave us lib-
erty, fraternity, and Bernaise 
sauce, while saluting the area’s 
large ex-patriot community 
with all things French, includ-
ing fantastique fare from local 
restaurants, and more than 10 
petanque courts for competi-
tors to square off in the game 
closest to Gaul hearts.

Around 20,000 revelers 
turned out for last year’s Bas-
tille fest, which featured the big-
gest petanque tournament in the 
world outside of France.

Sunday Funday Street Fair 
(Smith Street, between Ber-
gen and Union streets, in Car-
roll Gardens, www.smith-
streetbk.com) on June 26, 
noon to 6 pm.

Bastille Day Celebration 
(Smith Street, between 
Bergen and Dean streets, 
in Carroll Gardens) on July 
10, all day.

South Brooklyn cham-
pion Bette Stoltz.
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her enduring legacy for the 
storied, French-flavored strip 
she fondly called the “Little 
Street That Could.”

Stoltz, a feisty community 
activist who famously showed 
up on your doorstep if you 
didn’t return her phone calls, 

Hil 
yeah!
Hillary Clinton chose the 
Navy Yard in Fort Greene 
as the place to claim vic-
tory in her race for the 
Democratic Presidential 
nomination on June 7. 
She beat rival Bernie 
Sanders in primary races 
in California, New Jer-
sey, New Mexico, and 
South Dakota. Clinton 
has her campaign head-
quarters in Brooklyn 
Heights and is a former 
New York senator.P
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WE LOVE BROOKLYN, TOO. 
NYU LANGONE AND NYU LUTHERAN HAVE OVER 

60 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH.

To learn more about our locations in Brooklyn, including  
two emergency departments, visit nyulangone.org

Bricks and Blue Houses in Williamsburg. This #ilovebrooklyn moment captured by Alain Wallior.

and manufacturing hubs in 
Sunset Park, Red Hook, and 
Fort Greene, he argued.

“One criticism is that it 
won’t support the whole outer 
borough — that it’s only sup-
porting the rich and sexy wa-
terfront, there’s truth to that, 
but I look at it from a manu-
facturing background,” said 
Dan Chertok, a Brooklyn Law 
School grad who worked as 
an intern for the Navy Yard. 
“The Navy Yard, Sunset Park 
are huge manufacturing hubs 
and if you have the opportu-
nity to connect to them, it’s 
better for the city, it means 
more jobs, and hopefully this 
thing grows and there’s trol-
leys throughout Brooklyn.”

Attendees broke off into 
working groups to identify 
key destinations and streets 
they’d like to see the pseudo-
trains pass. Most said it had 
to hit Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Ikea in Red Hook, and Down-
town.  And as at previous fo-
rums , most agreed the so-
called Connector must live 

up to its name by linking up 
with existing subway, bus, 
and ferry stops. 

One group of senior res-
idents suggested the street-
car extend into the Bronx 
and Queens, so they can visit 
shopping centers where prices 
were lower than in their neigh-
borhood. 

The street-level transit sys-
tem could be a huge score for 
older Brooklynites, some of 
whom struggle to get up and 
down the stairs at subway 
stations, according to one 
Williamsburg resident who 
worked in their group.

“At least there they can just 
hop on and go where they have 
to go, it would be very use-
ful for them,” said Adrienne 
Vega, though she wondered if 
there would be any old peo-
ple left in the neighborhood 
to use it.

The city will announce 
its official route in 2018 af-
ter more workshops in neigh-
borhoods where the tram will 
traverse.

Continued from page 1

TROLLEY...

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Someone shot a woman 
in the head as she was leav-
ing Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
Monday evening, according 
to police.

Authorities say they found 
23-year-old Michelle Marks 
lying dead on the sidewalk of 
Furman Street, between Jora-

lemon Street and Atlantic Ave-
nue, with a bullet wound to the 
head at 9:30 pm. Marks was an 
employee of a pizzeria inside 
the park at Pier 6 and had just 
left work, according to park 
honcho Regina Meyer.

Police believe the shooting 
was the result of a domestic 
dispute, Meyer said. 

— with Lauren Gill

Woman shot in head 
outside Bridge Park

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Can’t they spell?
A Dyker Heights activist 

is demanding the Metropol-
itan Transportation Author-
ity tack another Z onto the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
so it matches namesake Ital-
ian explorer Giovanni da Ver-
razzano. Every day that the 
Florentine explorer’s mis-
spelled cognome hangs on 
roadway signs is a travesty, 
and now it’s time to do some-
thing about it, the 21-year-
old activist said. 

“It’s been 52 years we’ve 
been spelling it wrong,” said 
Robert Nash, who founded 
the Italian-American Soci-
ety at his alma mater Saint 
Francis University. “If we’re 
really going to honor him — 
and his name has two Zs — 
then it’s time.” 

Nash  started a petition  that 
garnered 58 names — includ-
ing 23 Brooklynites — call-
ing on the authority, which 
maintains the massive span, 
to fix the spelling.

But the agency has no 
plans to add the missing let-

ter — particularly because 
changing signs on express-
ways leading to the bridge 
would be costly, time-con-
suming, and create traffic, 
a spokesman said.

The state  spent $4 million 
to replace 139 signs  leading to 
the Triborough Bridge when 
the it renamed the span the 
Robert F. Kennedy Bridge 
in 2008, according to a New 
York Times report.

Nash admitted the push 
is an uphill battle, but he’s 
looking for support from 
New York’s Italian-Ameri-
can electeds — Gov. Cuomo 
and Mayor De Blasio ( for-
merly Warren Wilhelm, Jr. ), 
he said.

“We have a governor, An-
drew Cuomo, who claims to 
be Italian-American, and 
Mayor DeBlasio — now’s 
the time that we could pos-
sibly get some type of a po-
litical movement going with 
petitions,” he said. 

The misspelling’s origins 
are murky.

Master urban planner Rob-
ert Moses famously opposed 
the name because he said 

To the letter!
Petition to fi x misspelling 
of the ‘Verrazano’ bridge

Verrazzano was a histori-
cal footnote with a tough-
to-pronounce name, but a 
push from the Italian His-
torical Society of America 
and support from then-Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller sealed 
the deal. The single-z spell-
ing was a  typographical er-

ror that stuck , according to 
the Staten Island Advance. 
The website for the Italian 
Historical Society of Amer-
ica, which advocated nam-
ing the bridge after Verraz-
zano,  exclusively refers to 
the span using the double-
Z spelling .

Robert Nash wants the transit authority to add 
another Z to the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge’s 
name in honor of Giovanni da Verrazzano.
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Advertise in the legendary Brooklyn Paper.
Call (718) 260–4552

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it organic growth!
Leaders of the Park Slope 

Food Co-op are eying a second 
location, as the famed Union 
Street grocery emporium is at 
bursting point and they want 
to spread their cooperative 
shopping gospel and cheap 
produce elsewhere.

“We believe that co-ops are 
a good thing and it’s a good 
thing for people to be in co-
ops and this would make it 
available to thousands of more 
people,” said co-op coordina-
tor Joe Holtz, who neverthe-
less has not taken a stance on 
the potential expansion.

The 43-year-old commune 
of commerce now boasts 
16,500 members, and man-
agers say the building can’t 
handle many more, according 
to a report in the co-op’s own 
 Linewaiters’ Gazette , which 
first broke the news of a pro-
spective second outlet. 

But changes at the cooper-
atively run organization are 
by definition slower than a re-
usable bucket of biodynamic 
molasses — it  recently re-
solved a four-year debate  over 
whether to ban plastic pro-
duce bags (they’re staying) — 
so don’t expect a Starbucks-
speed expansion.

The co-op’s members will 

Just shopping around
Park Slope Food Co-op now eyeing second location

first vote on creating a com-
mittee to investigate the idea 
— a task that it wouldn’t com-
plete until at least the end of 
July. Then, it would take a 
few more months for the co-
op to build the committee, 
which would then conduct a 
study, and report back. 

All up, the process will 
take a year, Holtz said. 

During its investigation, 
the committee would need 

to find a new location far 
enough away from Park Slope 
that residents there wouldn’t 
join the original store.

If the new outlet is too 
close to the co-op’s head-
quarters, it could split the ex-
isting shoppers between the 
stores and the co-op would 
end up paying double the rent 
without gaining new mem-
bers, he said.

But at least one loyal co-
op member said he would 
never support a second loca-
tion — regardless of its loca-
tion — as it would tear apart 
the very fabric of the co-op 
community, in which mem-
bers form close bonds while 
working two hours and 45 
minutes every month slicing 
cheese, manning the register, 
and stocking shelves.

“The cohesion of the co-
op and its members is both 
spiritual and logistical,” 
said Gersh Kuntzman, for-
mer editor of this paper and 
the writer of the forthcom-

ing musical “Murder at the 
Food Co-op.” “Satellite co-
ops dilute our brand, which 
is coherence and cohesion. 
The co-op has a soul, and the 
building is the heart.”

If the co-op needs to ac-
commodate more members, 
Kuntzman suggests it build 
more stories on its current 
property.

Holtz also has his reser-
vations — he is concerned a 
bigger business might not be 
able to stay financially sol-
vent and both outlets could 
go out of business, citing a 
cheese shop he loved that 
went under when it expanded 
too quickly.

“Look at the history of the 
businesses that go out of busi-
ness because they expand,” 
he said. 

There are already several 
other independent food co-
ops in Brooklyn —  including 
one in Windsor Terrace that 
Park Slope members helped 
set up in 2014 . 

Coordinator Joe Holtz says it will take a year for the Park Slope Food Co-op’s 
members to decide whether the emporium should expand.
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By Dennis Lynch
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H
e is not just a Mad man.

The cartoonist behind the iconic 
Mad magazine comic strip “Spy vs. 

Spy” will unveil the full range of his illus-
trations, paintings, and graphic novels at 
the Scott Eder Gallery in Dumbo on June 
16. Illustrator Peter Kuper says that the 
roughly 60 pieces of artwork in the “Out-
side the Box” exhibit represent the “cream 
of the crop” of his work.

“It’s sort of a walk through my brain and 
its many different areas,” Kuper said. “This is 
probably the biggest and broadest exhibition 
I’ve had since around 2001 — it’s definitely 
the biggest show I’ve had for sale.”

The retrospective will feature 26 years 
of Kuper’s work, including his vibrant 
cover illustrations for national magazine 
such as Newsweek and Time, the “Spy vs. 

Spy” comics he has drawn since 1997, and 
work from his many graphic novels. The 
founder of the comics anthology “World 
War 3 Illustrated” will also include some 
“valued treasures” that have been little-
seen, including three personal sketchbooks 
he filled while traveling and some autobi-
ographical work he said he should be “em-
barrassed to show.”

Many of those personal stories take place 
in New York. As a resident since the late 
1970s, Kuper has illustrated his fair share 
of stories you could only find in New York, 
including a victorious ascent to the top of 
the Brooklyn Bridge in the early 1980s. 
The cartoonist said that the city has in-
spired his work.

“New York has been my number one 
muse — that rolls back to when I was a 
kid and visiting here,” Kuper said. “My un-
cle was in a production of ‘Fiddler on the 
Roof’ and my parents brought me here to 

see them and it rocked my world. I grew 
up in Cleveland, but I was aimed at New 
York thereafter.”

Kuper has also traveled the world. He 
spoke with this paper the day after return-
ing from Mexico, where he taught an illus-
tration class and launched the Spanish-lan-
guage version of his comic book “Ruins,” 
about a couple who take a two-year sab-
batical in the southern part of the country, 
much like Kuper and his wife did. Illus-
trations from that graphic novel will be on 
display in Dumbo, alongside some Cubist-
style wooden masks and other art inspired 
by his treks around the globe.

“Outside the Box: A Career Retrospec-
tive” at Scott Eder Gallery [18 Bridge St., 
between Plymouth and John streets in 
Dumbo. (718) 797–1100, www.scotteder-
gallery.com]. Opening reception June 16 
at 6 pm. Show open through until Aug. 19, 
Tue–Fri, 1–6 pm. Free.

B’klyn belters

They are hitting the high notes! 
Brooklyn’s 10 best voices will do battle in 

a borough-wide karaoke competition at Hill 
Country Barbecue Downtown on June 12. The 
final round of “Brooklyn Sings,” a singing 
tournament sponsored by Borough President 
Adams, will feature voices better suited to the 
studio than the karaoke 
stage, according to Ad-
ams’s press guru.

“Folks that come to 
the finals are going to 
see talent that is re-
cording contract-wor-
thy,” said Borough Hall 
spokesman Stefan Rin-
gel. “I think there are a 
lot of hidden stars in the 
borough and they’re just 
looking for places and spaces to shine.” 

The contest began with 300 contestants (two 
of them pictured) singing along to their favor-
ite tunes at 28 venues around the borough. A 
team of judges narrowed the field to a final 
10 singers, who will vie for a chance to sing 
before a ballgame at MCU Park, and to take 
home their own karaoke machine. 

This is the first time Borough Hall has held 
the vocal challenge, which Brooklyn’s com-
mander-in-chief dreamt up as a way to bring 
people together over one of the Kings Coun-
ty’s most cherished pastimes— belting out 
the hits.

“Karaoke is one of these activities that re-
ally brings people together across different 
backgrounds. There are few things like being 
at your local watering hole and cheering on 
an old friend of a new one as they’re singing 
their heart out,” Ringel said. “It’s been one of 
the most universally exciting events.”

At the launch of the competition, the Bor-
ough President himself sang some of Frank 
Sinatra’s Empire State anthem “New York, 
New York.” Ringel refused to confirm whether 
Adams will sing at the competition’s climax, 
but said that the Beep definitely has one-of-
a-kind pipes. 

“He was the best Brooklyn Borough President 
to sing at the competition,” said Ringel. 

“Brooklyn Sings” showdown at Hill Country 
Barbecue (345 Adams St. at Willoughby Street 
Downtown,  www.brooklyn-usa.org/karaoke). 
June 12 at 7 pm. Free. — Lauren Gill

K A R AO K E

Get up, stand up! Stand up for gay rights!
A Caribbean dance festival springing into 

Dumbo on June 11 will use the music of Bob 
Marley to call out anti-gay attacks on the musi-
cian’s home island. The organizers of “New Tra-
ditions Festival 2016: Dance Your Caribbean” 
say that they chose the piece “Facing Home: 
Love and Redemption,” to show gay members 
of the Caribbean community that they are wel-
come, and to encourage discussion of homopho-
bia throughout the region.

“We invest in everyone Caribbean, and we 
want and desire all people to come,” said Can-
dace Thompson, the founder of Brooklyn’s 
Dance Caribbean Collective. “Part of the fes-
tival is about using present concepts, our tra-
ditions, and issues that face the community — 
like racial profiling, gay deaths in Jamaica and 
in New York — to start conversations. We felt 
we could start discussion.” 

Two Jamaican-Canadian dancers, Christo-
pher Walker and Kevin A. Ormsby, will present 
“Facing Home” on each day of the two-day fes-
tival. The dance uses covers and remixed tracks 
of Marley’s music to highlight the Jamaican cul-
ture that praises Marley’s songs of equality, but 
which also discriminates against the gay com-
munity. Jamaica is considered one of the  most 
anti-gay countries in the world .

The festival, now in its second year, will also 
showcase work by Caribbean dancers and danc-
ing companies based in New York City. 

One Brooklyn dancer said that her piece will 
also deal with social issues, focusing on the Hai-
tian immigration crisis of the 1980s.

“It’s about the Haitian boat struggle,” said 
Jessica St. Vil. “I wanted to share that story be-
cause it’s something that’s part of the history of 
Haitian people in the United States — a lot of 
people don’t know about that story and it’s im-
portant to share that.”

St. Vil said that festival is an opportunity 
for people to get to know the Caribbean dance 
community and what it represents. 

“The goal is to allow artists that are doing 
work — choreographers — to get their work 
seen,” said St. Vil. 

A discussion with the audience will follow 
each performance. 

“New Traditions 2016: Dance Your Carib-
bean” at Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center [29 Jay St. 
in Dumbo, (347) 455–6357, www.dancecaribbe-
ancollective.com]. June 11 at 7:30 pm; June 12 
at 6 pm. $18–$50. — Alexandra Simon

Dance truth
F E S T I VA L

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey can jam with the console cow-
boys in cyberspace!

A team of code jockeys will 
try to save America’s online world 
in a new play that spoofs the cheesy 
cyber-thrillers of the 1990s. “USA_
HACK,” debuting at the Annoyance 
Theatre in Williamsburg on June 17, 
flashes back to the days of dial-up 
service to highlight the best — and 
worst — aspects of computing during 
the internet’s early iteration, said the 
theater’s executive director.

“We’re both making fun of it and 
totally embracing it,” said Philip Mar-
kle. “The dial-up modem, and ‘you’ve 
got mail!’ and Microsoft’s Clippy. I 
came of age during the internet and 
I remember all these things so viv-
idly.”

The show follows a team from the 
United States of America’s Headquar-

ters for Authorizing Computerized 
Knowledge (or “USA_HACK”) as 
they defend the internet from devi-
ous foes. Just like the hackers in ’90s 
flicks such as “Swordfish,” “Mission 
Impossible,” and, of course, “Hack-
ers,” each member of the cyber-gang 
comes with a specific, inexplicable 
skill — such as automobile master or 
seduction virtuoso, said Markle. 

“Every character has this arche-
type — he’s the hacker, she’s the 
spy,” he said.

One character, played by the show’s 
writer, breaks out rollerblades to mimic 
Angelina Jolie and Jonny Lee Miller 
from “Hackers” — although he is not 
quite as stable on his wheels as that 
pair, said Zachary DiLanzo.

“It doesn’t make sense why I’m 
on rollerblades, really,” he said. “I 
almost fall in each episode.”

The two-hour play features a cast 
of comedians, who break up the cy-
ber-seriousness of the plot with good 

puns, said Markle.
“And by good, I mean they are atro-

ciously bad,” he said. 
Here is one from actor Joe Rumrill: 

“Y’know, I was supposed to put a joke 
about a parking garage right here — 
but I don’t have the space!”

The show originated as four se-
rialized episodes, but was so pop-
ular that the group turned it into a 
full-length, two-hour play —a first 
for the improv theater. In its cur-
rent format, the show is scheduled 
to run for four weeks, but the the-
ater may renew its online subscrip-
tion, said Markle. 

“Right now we’re confirmed for a 
four-week run,” he said, “but hoping 
to extend for as long as we can.”

“USA_HACK” at the Annoyance 
Theatre [367 Bedford Ave. between 
S. Fifth and S. Fourth streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.theannoyancenew-
york.com, (718) 569–7810]. Fridays, 
June 17–July 15 at 8 pm. $10.

These modem times
Play spoofs hacker fi lms of the ’90s

The spy guy
Gallery shows Mad magazine cartoonist’s full range

Four hands are better than two: Hackers combine their forces in 
the play “USA_HACK,” which embraces the ridiculous tropes of 
cyber-thrillers from the 1990s.
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Inspiration: Peter Kuper called 
New York his “number one muse,” 
although his latest graphic novel fo-
cuses on a two-year sabbatical he 
took in Mexico.
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Start with a bang: Peter Kuper has drawn the “Spy vs. Spy” comic for Mad Magazine since 1997. This panel will be on display at Scott Eder Gallery starting on June 16.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 10

Bad boys
Burlesque is having a 
revival, but the field’s 
gender ratio is still lop-
sided in favor to the 
ladies. The Boylesque 
Festival’s Teaser Party 
tonight balances the 
scales with saucy per-
formances from scant-
ily clad men, including 
Brooklyn’s own Matt 
Knife, athletic local 
performer Go-Go 
Gadget (pictured), and 
Canadian star Emcee 
Unicorn.

7 pm at the House of Yes 
(2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, www.house-
ofyes.org). $15.

SATURDAY
June 11

Pride of 
place
The city’s most relaxed 
Pride festival cele-
brates its 20th year 
today, so head to Fifth 
avenue to check out 
queer performers on 
stages at Third street 
and Ninth Street from 
noon to 5 pm, cheer at 
the Pride Parade at 
7:30 pm, and then get 
a drink Ginger’s, Excel-
sior, or any other 
watering hole along 
Fifth Avenue — they 
will all be honorary 
gays bars for the night!

Parade at 7:30 pm on Fifth 
Avenue (from Lincoln 
Place to Ninth Street, 
brooklynpride.org). Free.

SUNDAY
June 12

Brave new 
world
Carroll Park will trans-
form into an enchanted 
isle tonight, filled with 
“sounds and sweet airs 
that delight” for an 
outdoor performance 
of Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest.” Smith Street 
Stage practices gen-
der-blind casting, and 
this production fea-
tures actress Kate Ross 
(pictured) as the 
island’s magical ruler 
Prospero.

7:30 pm at Carroll Park 
(Smith Street between 
Carroll and President 
streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.smithstreetstage.
org. Free.

TUESDAY
June 14

Erg-onomics
Legendary pop-punk 
band the Ergs have re-
united, but unless you 
can fly to Florida, the 
closest you can get is 
tonight’s show from 
lead singer Mikey Erg, 
where he will launch his 
solo album “Tentative 
Decisions” and play 
along with his buddies 
Nuclear Santa Claust, 
Hiccup, and Katie Ellen.

8 pm at Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696, bk.knittingfactory.
com]. $10.

THURSDAY
June 16

Blonde 
ambition
Brooklyn indie-rock 
trio Blonde Redhead 
will bring its dreamy 
songs to Red Hook 
tonight, playing a 
free outdoor concert 
as part of the Sum-
merStage series. 
Make a full night of it 
with dinner and 
drinks before (or 
after) at Brooklyn Ice 
House, just a block 
away on Van Brunt 
Street.

7 pm at Coffey Park 
(Verona Street between 
Richard and Dwight 
streets in Red Hook, 
www.summerstage.org). 
Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 10
RED HOOK FEST COMMUNITY 

COOKOUT AND DANCE PARTY: 
A celebration of Red Hook with free 
food and music, games, and ac-
tivities for kids. Free. 6–8 pm. PS 15 
Playground (71 Sullivan St. between 
Van Brunt and Richards streets in 
Red Hook), dtetc.org/red-hook-fest. 

READING, “AFRICAN RHYTHMS 
—THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
RANDY WESTON”: Celebrate the 
life of the legendary jazz pianist, 
composer, and bandleader. Free. 
6–8 pm. Founders Auditorium, Med-
gar Evers College (1650 Bedford Ave 
between Montgomery and Crown 
streets in Crown Heights). 

“FINDING NEMO”: Alamo Draft-
house hosts a screening of the Pixar 
animated fl ick. Free. 6:30 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center [Enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and Washing-
ton Park in Fort Greene, (718) 722–
3218], www.drafthouse.com/nyc. 

DREAMLAND ROLLER DISCO: Roller 
diva Lola Star hosts a weekly skat-
ing dance party for grown-ups. $6. 
7:30–10 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “THE JUDAS KISS”: Rupert 
Everett plays Oscar Wilde at two piv-
otal moments, one before and one 
after the acclaimed writer was con-
victed for sodomy. $30–$125. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “SALOME ON THE 
ROCKS”: A modern adaptation 
of Oscar Wilde’s tragedy of King 
Herod’s stepdaughter. $20. 8 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

SAT, JUNE 11
TOUR, FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH 

BROOKLYN: Open House New 
York invites you to explore design 
studios, cultural facilities, and local 
landmarks. $25 ($15 students). 1 pm. 
Kinfolk 90 [90 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, (212) 991–
6470], blog.ohny.org/fi eld-guide-
north-brooklyn. 

MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST MAIN-
STAGE PERFORMANCES: Live 
music and dance on the Brooklyn 
waterfront. Also free kayak rides, 
drawing activities, and a trivia 
contest. Free. Noon–7 pm. Louis 
J. Valentino, Jr. Park and Pier (Cof-
fey Street and Ferris Street in Red 
Hook), dtetc.org/red-hook-fest. 

ART, “ROODE HOEK”, “WIDE OPEN”, 
AND “RECYCLE”: Three shows at 
the Brooklyn Waterfront Artist Coali-
tion: a celebration of the Red Hook’s 
Dutch past, a national juried show, 
and an exhibit of works in the re-use 
genre. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt St., 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

A BANDOLIER OF BARDS: The 
Word Cabaret presents a variety of 
Brooklyn-based wordsmiths who 
will read and perform their work on 
the second-fl oor performance stage 
of the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition show. Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

DAN ZANES’ LEAD BELLY PROJECT 
AND TA-DA! YOUTH THEATER: An 
afternoon of music and theater hon-
oring the 100th birthday of Ezra Jack 
Keats, who introduced characters 
of color to mainstream children’s 
literature. Free. 4 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

“SEUSSICAL JR.”: 6:30 pm. See Friday, 
June 10. 

ART, “TRANSGRESSION” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A collaborative project 
of street art dealing with immigra-
tion, displacement, and refugees. 
Free. 7 pm. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.open-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK SALSA FESTI-

VAL: With Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, Tito Rojas, 
Los Adolecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

THU, JUNE 23
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 2016: $20. 

7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Keith “One Time” 
Thurman faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO AND NICK 

JONAS: $40–$126. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eroc Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Ex machina: The dog days will be over once Florence and the 
Machine take over Barclays Center on June 14 and 15.
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By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his theater is on the cut-
ting edge!

A Gowanus theater 
company will launch its new 
musical across the ocean to 
Scotland with “Swordraiser 
X: Curiosity Kilt the Cat,” 
a fund-raising party that 
combines a competition for 
a sword, a theatrical premiere, 
ska music, and Scottish out-
fits. The night will send the 
show “Don’t Feed the Cats” 
to the Edinburgh Fringe Fes-
tival, and also inspire audi-
ences with a simple message 
of kindness to kitties, said the 
company’s producer.

“It’s a send-off and a cel-
ebration, but also a premiere 
for this show that we feel is 
really important and can say 
a lot,” said Karen Ng, of the 
Letter of Marque Theater 
Company.

The punk rock musical 
show was written by Phil 
Nerges, based on his mem-
oir “Don’t Feed the Cats in 
Iraq.” Nerges violated that rule 
while working as a military 
contractor in the war-torn 
country, an act that brought 
a measure of humanity to a 
difficult time, said Ng. 

“You’re in the middle of 
a war zone and you’re given 
all these rules. You’re not a 
fighter but you’re getting at-
tacked. Part of what keeps you 
human and connected — hav-
ing a heart — is doing some-
thing simple like that,” Ng 
said. “I feel like a lot of us 
feel for our pets, and there’s 
one thing — wherever you 
go, there’s still gentle human 
kindness.”

The 30-minute theatrical 
performance features music 
from Vic Ruggiero, a member 
of ska punk band the Slackers, 
who will play with other band 
members after the show.

The event will also feature 
a late-night dance party, a cos-
tume contest with a feline, 
Scottish, or military theme, 

and a carnival-style “Game 
of Cups” competition to win 
a trophy sword. The bladed 
weapon is a staple of Letter 
of Marque’s annual fund-rais-
ing events, said Ng, and it re-
ally encourages attendees to 
join in the fun.

“It’s a unique prize that we 
thought was really cool as an 
incentive for people to really 
get involved, rather than just 
watching,” Ng said. “To par-
ticipate and mingle with peo-
ple, and win a sword to go 
home with.”

“Swordraiser X” at Gem-
ini and Scorpio Loft [261 
Douglass St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus, (718) 246–
2211, www.lomtheater.org]. 
June 16 at 7:30 pm. $10 ($5 
in advance).

By Winnie McCroy
for Brooklyn Paper

H
e is going beyond “Girls.” 
A boom operator on the 
Home Box Office show 

“Girls,” has created a docu-
mentary about a Clinton Hill 
clothier who creates bespoke 
suits for transgender men and 
other gender-variant people. 
The film “Suited,” screen-
ing on June 16 as part of the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic’s Cinemafest, follows a 
number of clients of Brooklyn 
tailoring company Bindle & 
Keep in order show the links 
between fashion and identity, 
said the film’s director.

“It is about self-realization 
and empowerment. I thought 
that if the audience cared 
about the characters enough, 
these moments would be very 
powerful to witness,” said 
Jason Benjamin.

He made the film while on 
breaks from recording sound 
for the popular cable series 
about Brooklyn women in 
their 20s. “Girls” creators 
Lena Dunham and Jenni 
Konner contributed their own 
money to the project so Ben-
jamin could shoot a sample 

reel, which expanded into a 
feature-length film.

In his documentary film, 
Benjamin conducts in-depth 
interviews with Derek, who 
needs a wedding suit; Aiden, 
a transgender boy from Ari-
zona whose grandmother con-
vinced their rabbi to let him 
celebrate a Bar Mitzvah; and 

Jillian, a transgender woman 
attorney who needs a power 
suit for an upcoming case.

Rather than focusing on 
how the suits are made, the 
documentary looks at the way 
that clothing creates a desired 
self-image. Benjamin said that 
the skills of the Bindle and 
Keep tailors go beyond their 

talent with a needle. 
“What struck me was the 

amount of emotional intelli-
gence it takes to make a suit 
that someone feels comfort-
able in,” said Benjamin. “It’s 
not just taking measurements 
and picking fabric, it’s about 
understanding how people feel 
about their bodies. Many peo-
ple can make a suit, but not 
many can be emotionally 
available enough to make 
someone feel comfortable.”

Benjamin wants the doc-
umentary to contribute to 
people’s understanding of 
the transgender community 
and of gender fluidity.

“I hope the film is seen by 
young people who are taking 
this journey, those who know 
them, and the parents of gen-
der-nonconforming people,” 
said Benjamin. “I hope it pro-
vides a possible model of suc-
cess for those who are dealing 
with this in their lives.”

“Suited” at BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. June 16 at 
7 pm. $16. It will also screen 
on HBO on June 20. 

Live by the sword
Blade competition at fund-raiser

Movie suits his fancy
‘Girls’ staffer makes trans tailoring doc

Scottish playing: Members of the Letter of Marque Theater Company will pres-
ent a war-themed play and a “Game of Cups” competition to win a sword at the 
group’s fund-raiser on June 16, which will pay to send the group to Scotland.
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Suiting his fancy: Director Jason Benjamin hopes 
his documentary “Suited” will increase understand-
ing of gender-variant people.
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Suited: Rae Tutera (right), one of the tailors of Bindle and Keep, shows fabric samples to a client.
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source-gallery.org. 
COMEDY, PICTURE THIS! 

BROOKLYN PRIDE EDI-
TION: The comedy show 
with cartoons created live 
onstage hosts a night of 
queer comedy with Cole 
Escola, Mehran Khaghani, 
Bowen Yang, and more. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 10 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SUN, JUNE 12
MUSIC, SCHOOL OF ROCK 

CONCERT: $10 (kids free). 
Noon–6 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (347) 844–

9363], brooklyn.schoolof-
rock.com. 

BLOCK PARTY: The Transit 
Museum holds a party with 
games, entertainment, 
and vintage buses. Free. 
Noon–5 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 
MARKET AND FLEA: A 
pop-up fashion, art and de-
sign market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

WILLIAMSBURG WALKS KIDS 
BOOK SWAP: Bedford Av-
enue becomes a pedestrian 
park with artwork, pop-up 
green spaces, and a book 
swap for kids ages 4–10. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. (Bedford 
Avenue between Metro-
politan Avenue and N. 12th 

Street in Williamsburg), 
www.northsidefestival.com. 

READING, “WITNESS TO 
THE REVOLUTION”: Clara 
Bingham reads from her 
book about the countercul-
ture of the 1960s. Free with 
$16 suggested admission. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MON, JUNE 13
FILM, “AFRIPEDIA”: A screen-

ing of three short docu-
mentaries about artistic 
communities in Ghana, 
Kenya, and Senegal. With 
a performance by DJ Hard 
Hittin’ Harry. Free. 7–10 
pm. Saratoga Park (Howard 
Avenue at Dean Street in 
Brownsville), www.Summer-
Stage.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 

Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.  

TUES, JUNE 14
READING, EMMA CLINE: In 

her novel “The Girls,” Cline 
tells the story of girls who 
joined the Manson Family. 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

MUSIC, CHAIRLIFT: The pop 
duo performs as part of the 
Summerstage series. Free. 
7–9 pm. Coffey Park [Verona 
Street between Richard and 
Dwight streets, www.Sum-
merStage.org]. 

TALK, PRIDE 20-20 — LGBTQ 

CIVIL RIGHTS: A town hall 
discussion, broadcast live 
on Bric TV, about what lies 
ahead for gay rights and 
equality over the next four 
years. Free. 7 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

DANCE, YOSHIKO CHUMA 
AND THE SCHOOL OF 
HARD KNOCKS: The 
dancer and performance 
collective use dance to tell 
a story about a Syrian refu-
gee. $20 ($15 in advance). 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

COMEDY, BUTTERY RIFFZ: 
A metal-themed comedy 
show with Justin Hancock 
and Tim Unkenholz. Free. 
9 pm. Tender Trap (66 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Franklin and West streets in 
Greenpoint). 

WED, JUNE 15
POP UP AQUARIUM: Join 

NYC Parks and the NY 
Aquarium for a Pop Up 
Aquarium experience in 
your neighborhood park. 
Free. 4–6 pm. Marion Hop-
kinson Park [Chauncey St. 
and Rockaway Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 965–8928], 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

FAMILY JAZZ CONCERT: 
Talented young musicians 
from the world-renowned 
New School for Jazz. Free. 
6 pm. Dr. Ronald McNair 
Park [Washington Ave. and 
Classon Street in Bedford 
Stuyvesant, (718) 965–8942], 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

ART, THE DEMON OF RE-
GRET OPENING RECEP-
TION: An installation of 
cartoonish work by Joseph 
Buckley. Free. 6:30 pm. 
International Studio and Cu-
ratorial Program (1040 Met-
ropolitan Ave. at Morgan 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Avenue in Williamsburg). 
MUSIC, JUST BLAZE AND 

FRIENDS: The hip hop pro-
ducer performs with special 
guests as part of the Sum-
merstage series. Free. 7–9 
pm. Coffey Park [Verona 
Street between Richard 
and Dwight streets  in Red 
Hook, www.SummerStage.
org]. 

COMEDY, THE CROSSTOWN 
COMEDY FESTIVAL: A 
festival that celebrates un-
represented and diverse 
comics locally and from all 
around the country. $10. 8 
pm. The Experiment Com-
edy Gallery [272 Grand 
St. between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (914) 396–0184], 
www.cxcfestival.com. 

THURS, JUNE 16
SAKE PAIRING WORKSHOP: 

Taste six kinds of sake and 
learn how to pair with fl a-
vors or ingredients. $75. 
7:30–9:30 pm. Court Tree 
Collective [371 Court St. 
between Carroll Street and 
First Place in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 422–7806], www.
courttree.com. 

COMEDY, RIGHT NOW! WITH 
CAROLYN CASTIGLIA: A 
live late-night feminist talk-
show, with guests Sasheer 
Zamata and Grammy Win-
ner Anna Wise. $12 ($10 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

FRI, JUNE 17
FILM, “DIRTY DANCING” 

AND DANCE AFTER-
PARTY: The 1987 classic, 
followed by a live DJ, lunch, 
and dancing. Free for those 
65 and older. 10 am. BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Lafayatte 
Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, LIZA JESSIE PETER-
SON, LUQUANTUMLEAP: 
As part of the Summerstage 
series, the poet/actress and 
performer share the stage. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Red Hook 
Park [155 Bay St. at Clinton 
Street in Red Hook, www.
SummerStage.org]. 

“THE LITTLE MERMAID JR.”: 
An all-female cast of middle 
schoolers play multiple roles 
in the tale of Ariel the mer-
maid. $15. 6:30 pm. The Ac-
tors Fund Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. Brooklyn, 

NY 11201 in Downtown 
Brooklyn, 718–238–8383], 
www.brooklynactinglab.
org.

SAT, JUNE 18
OUTDOORS, 34TH ANNUAL 

MERMAID PARADE: Thou-
sands will crowd to see the 
mermaids and mythical 
fi gures at the annual parade 
through the People’s Play-
ground. Free. 1 pm. Surf 
Avenue from W. 21st Street 
to W. 10th Street. www.co-
neyisland.com.

MUSIC, BURGER BEACH 
BASH: Immediately follow-
ing the Mermaid Parade, 
Burger Records holds a 
music festival with dozens of 
bands, right off the Coney 
Island Boardwalk. $15. 3–9 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

FAMILY, PUPPETRY ARTS RED 
HOOK FAMILY FESTIVAL: 
Puppetry Arts New York 
hosts its annual kid-friendly 
celebration with an array 
of puppet-making crafts, 
games, prizes, and special 
guests including Star Wars 
characters! Free. Noon–3 
pm. P.S. 15 Playground (71 
Sullivan St. between Van 
Brunt and Richards streets 
in Red Hook), www.tuffyti-
ger.org. 

FREE FAMILY DAY AT WYCK-
OFF FARMHOUSE: Wyck-
off Farmhouse hosts a day 
of kid-friendly tours, hands-
on activities, scavenger 
hunts, and more. Special 
activities for kids younger 
than 10 before 2 pm. Free. 
1–4pm. Wyckoff House Mu-
seum [5816 Clarendon Rd. 
at E. 59th Street in Canarsie, 
(718) 629–5400]. 

BUILD A BIRD FEEDER: Learn 
how to build a bird feeder 
at this free, family-friendly 
Urban Park Ranger program 
this weekend. Registration 
is required. Free. 1 pm to 
2:30 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

READING, “SO CLOSE” 
BOOK RELEASE PARTY: 
Emma McLaughlin and Ni-
cola Kraus, authors of the 
best-selling “The Nanny 
Diaries,” launch their lat-
est book. Free. 4 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

BOARDWALK AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE (W. 12TH ST.) CONEY ISLAND (718) 372-2592 • WONDERWHEEL.COM

LIFETIME PASS FOR FREE RIDES
ON DENO’S WONDER WHEEL
Plus a gift bag featuring Deno’s Wonder Wheel merchandise

ENTER TO WIN A

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Lifetime Pass is non-transferable and
entitles the contest winner whose name appears on the front
unlimited rides with one guest on Deno’s Wonder Wheel for Life.

Home of NYC Landmark
Wonder Wheel, Since 1920
NYC’s Best Kiddie Park 
& Major Thrill Rides
Free Admission, Picnic Area 
& Famous Famiglia Pizzeria
Over 30 Million Riders
Group Outings Welcome
Incredible Views of the Beach,
Boardwalk & NYC Skyline
Now Serving Nathan's 
Hot Dogs and Fries!

To enter, visit: BrooklynDaily.com/WonderWheel

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

R4 5 A C F

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They say good fences make 
good neighbors — and this 
family knows how to build 
a great fence!

Leopoldi’s Hardware is cel-
ebrating 50 years of slinging 
hinges and handles to Park 
Slopers — a milestone its 
owners credit to the work of 
their late father, who founded 
the store in the 1960s and 
turned it into a beloved neigh-
borhood establishment.  

“It’s a great, great accom-
plishment,” said Joe Leopoldi. 
“My father built the name, 
he built the store, and we 
followed in his good foot-
steps.” 

Joe Leopoldi has been 
running the Fifth Avenue 
store, between Seventh 
and Eighth streets, with his 
brothers Pete, Rob, and their 
80-year-old mother Flo since 
his father, also named Joe, 

died in 1989. 
The founding Leopoldi 

bought the store for “an of-
fer he couldn’t refuse” in 
1966, leaving his luncheon-
ette business behind for the 
world of nuts and bolts, said 
his son.

The brothers chalk up the 
shop’s longevity in the face 
of the changing neighbor-
hood to their prices, knowl-
edge, customer service, and 
plentiful stock — the store’s 
aisles overflow with garden-
ing tools, paintbrushes, and 
portable fans — and work 
ethics, which they attribute 
to their parents. 

From behind the coun-
ter, Joe Leopoldi says he 
witnessed first-hand Park 
Slope’s evolution from one 
of the city’s seedier neigh-
borhoods to a tony enclave 
inhabited by moneyed cre-
atives and professionals. 

Along with the change in 

Nailed it!
Leopoldi’s Hardware hits 
50 years in Park Slope

he was curating his stock and 
the same ceiling fans hang 
over the coolers, hammers, 
and screws.  

The community atmo-
sphere has remained the same, 
too, said Joe Leopoldi. 

“The neighborhood has re-
ally changed a lot, but we still 
know a lot of people,” he said. 
“It’s not just a business where 
we’re buying, selling things 
and saying, ‘Goodbye.’ ” 

The shop has built up such 
a pristine reputation in the 
business, the brothers claim, 
that workers from chain store 
competitors often send cus-
tomers their way when they 
are out of stock. 

The Leopoldis say they’d 
love to see the shop stick 
around for its 100th anni-
versary — and customers 
are confident they will.

“They’ll be here forever,” 
said Park Sloper Chiarina B, 
who lives in Park Slope and 
has frequented the emporium 
for more than 19 years. “We 
should have more stores like 
them.”

Go buy a new wrench at 
Leopoldi’s Hardware [415 
Fifth Ave. between Seventh 
and Eighth streets in Park 
Slope (718) 499–6563, ww3.
truevalue.com/leopoldi].

clientele came a change in de-
mand — customers once used 
to come into the store look-
ing for items for small repairs, 
but now want to take up tasks 
such as painting and building 
themselves, according to one 
of the younger brothers. 

“A lot more people are do-
ing jobs themselves, years ago 
it was a little simpler,” said 

Rob Leopoldi.
But the market for some 

seasonal staples has remained 
the same over the half-cen-
tury — people still flock to 
the shop for potting soil in 
the summer and shovels in 
the winter, according to the 
brothers.

The brick store is the last 
remaining old-timer on the 

avenue, which once had hard-
ware emporiums every two 
blocks, said Joe Leopoldi. The 
family bought the building be-
fore Park Slope’s popularity 
caused rents to skyrocket. 

The structure still holds 
some pieces of the past — 
inside, it still has the same 
wooden floors that the late 
Leopoldi used to walk on as 

Rob, Flo, and Joe Leopoldi are celebrating 50 years of their Park Slope hard-
ware store this month.
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By Laura Amato
Brooklyn Paper

The wait is — almost — 
over.

It is nearly time to become 
our summer selves — and in 
Brooklyn, that means time to 
return to MCU Park and cheer 
on the Cyclones.

The season gets under-
way on June 17 as the Boys 
from Brooklyn host their New 
York-Penn League rivals, the 
hated Staten Island Yankees. 
The teams will play back-to-
back games, with the second 
session on June 18 across the 
water in the wilds of bucolic 
Staten Island.

Brooklyn is looking for 
some opening night revenge 
against the Yanks, after falling 
to Staten Island in last year’s 
season finale. It was a disap-
pointing 2015 for the Cyclones, 

who posted the franchise’s first 
losing season in 15 years, with 
33–43 overall record.

Tom Gamboa will be back 
in the dugout as Cyclones man-
ager this season, determined to 
get his squad back to its pre-
vious winning ways.

Former New York Mets 
infielder Edgardo Alfonzo, 
who served as a guest first-
base coach last season, offi-
cially joined the Cyclones staff 
this winter as the team’s bench 
coach. Alfonzo played with the 
Mets from 1995 to 2002, bat-
ting .292 over the course of his 
career in New York. Sean Rat-
liff will serve as hitting coach 
and Bill Bryk will take over as 
pitching coach this season.

Off the field, the beloved 
Cyclones continue to be win-
ners — the crew led the Penn 
League in attendance last sea-

son! For this season, the team 
boasts a handful of big-time 
promotions, including one that 
involves changing its name! 
The squad will become the 
“Coney Island Franks” on July 
3, honoring the 100th anniver-
sary of Nathan’s Famous.

Other notable games will 
honor sci-fi classic “Star Wars,”  
another “Seinfield” night, and 
a celebration of the 30th anni-
versary of the 1986 New York 
Mets championship team. Of 
course, it would not be summer 
or the Cyclones season with-
out fireworks! The team will 
light up the skies after 19 games 
throughout the season.

Brooklyn Cyclones at 
MCU Park [Surf Avenue be-
tween W. 16th and W. 19th 
streets in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497,  www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com]. $10–$17. 

Batboys of summer
Cyclones ready to return for 16th season

Brooklyn Cyclones pitcher Edioglis Villasmil will return to the mound for a 
smashing season, starting on June 17.
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From Georgetown to West Point...Xaverian’s  
Class of 2016 College Acceptance Round Up

Xaverian Congratulates the Class of 2016!

What do Georgetown Univer-
sity, New York University, Colum-
bia University, Macaulay Honors 
College at CUNY, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, the United 
States Military Academy, and the 
Naval Academy Prep School all 
have in common?

They are all among the lengthy 
list of prestigious colleges that of-
fered acceptances to members of 
Xaverian’s class of 2016!

As they finish finals and get 
ready to walk across the stage at 
Xaverian’s 56th Commencement 
Exercises at Brooklyn College 
on June 4th, the members of the 
class of 2016 are looking forward 
to continuing in the proud tradi-
tion of successful Clipper alumni 
as they prepare to bring their 
talents to collegiate institutions 
across the country next fall.

The list of colleges that ac-
cepted Xaverian seniors this year 
is as varied as it is impressive. 

Below are a few points of pride for 
the class of 2016:

David Pena will attend New 
York University with a full tuition 
scholarship provided through 
the prestigious JPMorgan Chase 
Smart Start Scholarship, which 

also carries with it a stipend for 
books and supplies and a paid in-
ternship at JPMorgan Chase.

In keeping with Xaverian’s 
strong tradition of sending stu-
dents to the top service acad-
emies, James Baglino will be 

attending the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point and 
Joseph Scaramuzzino will attend 
the Naval Academy Prep School 
with the intent of entering the 
United States Naval Academy 
upon completion of the program.

Xavier Brun and Robert Mas-
succi earned acceptance to SUNY 
Oneonta’s 3+3 program in Physi-
cal Therapy with Upstate Medi-
cal Center that leads to a BS de-
gree with a Biology major from 
Oneonta and a Doctor of Physical 
Therapy degree from Upstate in a 
total of six years

Students also earned impres-
sive acceptances to UPenn, Co-
lumbia, Georgetown, Macaulay 
Honors College at CUNY, NYU, 
Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute, George Washington Uni-
versity, The Catholic University, 
and more... 

W
hen your grandmother 
dies, everyone knows 
what to do. Send a 

note, or at least express con-
dolences. But when a neigh-
bor in your apartment build-
ing dies, there isn’t really any 
protocol, maybe because there 
are so many different kinds of 
neighbors: The ones who live 
to clomp, the ones who put 
their garbage in the recycling, 
the “Hi, how are you?” bud-

dies who chat for the length 
of an elevator ride. 

But as I walk past the door 
of my neighbor who died on 
Wednesday, my heart does 
a weird little plop, and my 
eyes sting. She was 95, so you 
couldn’t call it an untimely 
death. But with her went a 
piece of joy wrapped in neigh-
borly obligation. 

Lolita Llora Walters was 
born to immigrants from 

The grandmother next door

Spain, in 1921. I can tell you 
her whole life story because 
every other day or so, I would 
try to stop by her home, in part 
for fun and in part because 
the thought of her sitting there 
watching television by herself 
made me queasy. Most of the 
times when I’d knock on the 
door I was greeted by a  cheery 
but exasperated, “Where have 
you been?” 

Into the armchair next to 
her’s I’d sink, in an apart-
ment decorated in Old Lady 
Classic: China plates in the 
breakfront, a cuckoo clock on 
the wall. Figurines of birds, 
dogs, and saints sat on the 
shelves under seascapes and 
city scenes. These shared the 
wall with a few animal paint-
ings by a family friend named 
Mr. Levine, long dead, who 
used to be an illustrator for the 
World Wildlife Fund. Many 
days Lolita would point to 
a Levine of meticulously 
rendered antelopes grazing 
against a stark white back-
ground and explain, “Mr. 
Levine did not like to paint 
sky.” 

For my part, especially as 
Lolita grew more and more 
housebound, I’d try to give a 
taste of the outside world. 

“Work was insane to-
day,” I’d say. Or, “I’ve just 
been making soup,” and I’d 
give her a little overview of 
the shopping I’d done in the 
neighborhood. Then we’d 
share everything from gos-
sip to history. Here’s a bit of 
the latter:

When Lolita was 7 — that’s 
1928 — her older cousins were 
being taken by their parents to 
study at a convent in Quebec. 
Lolita joined them for the jour-
ney but when they got there, 
the cousins hated it. Not Lol-
ita! She begged to stay. Al-
though she was an only child 
and the cousins were heading 
home, her parents acquiesced. 
Thus was Lolita educated by 
French-speaking nuns until 
she was 17.  

Summers and holidays 
she’d come back home to 
Queens, and so she remembers 
going to the movies with her 
parents. She saw the Shirley 

Temple musical “Bright Eyes” 
— featuring the song “On the 
Good Ship, Lollipop” — when 
it was a brand-new hit. She 
attended the opening of Ra-
dio City Music Hall. When 
my family watched old mov-
ies on Netflix, Lolita would 
sometimes join us, because 
for her, Charlie Chaplin wasn’t 
film history. He was the guy 
she grew up watching. 

“They don’t make movies 
like that anymore,” she’d say, 
and she was right. Now the 
movies talk.

When Lolita graduated 
high school, she moved out 
to California and quickly got 
married. By age 20 she had 
her daughter, Linda — a lit-
tle girl so pretty that Lolita’s 
friend told her, “You should 
put her in the movies.” That 
friend was Betty White.

Everything changed when 
Lolita’s husband, a pilot, died 
in a car crash when Lolita was 
about 22. She moved back to 
Queens to be near family and 
raised her daughter here.

I heard a lot about the 
daughter, including the fact, 
revealed to me very early 
on after we moved into the 
building in 2010, that she had 
died from rheumatoid arthri-
tis about 20 years ago. That 
meant Lolita had no imme-
diate family, which made be-
ing able to tell stories about 
Linda in her high-school years 
(bullied) or Linda at college 
(brilliant) or Linda’s nurs-
ing career (a true calling, she 
worked with kids with can-
cer) even more urgent. Other 
moms could talk about what 
their kids or grandkids were 
up to. Lolita didn’t have that 
luxury. 

I couldn’t take the place 
of her beloved daughter. I 
wasn’t related. I wasn’t always 
around. I didn’t stay that long, 
most visits. But my mom is 
gone, and so was her child. 

A neighbor dies and it’s not 
like losing a grandmother.

But sometimes … it sort 
of is. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

He’s got an axe to grind.
A Bay Ridgite descended 

from Norwegian woodwork-
ers builds one-of-a-kind gui-
tars in his Sixth Avenue base-
ment using a mix of old- and 
new-school skills. Scandi-
navians notched a niche in 
Brooklyn by building docks 
and boats on the borough’s 
waterfront in the 1800s, and 
the luthier — a third-genera-
tion Ridgite — inherited the 
artisanal touch from his for-
bearers, he said.

“My dad was a carpenter, 
his dad was a carpenter who 
came over from Norway — 
all of them as far back as you 
can go are either craftsmen 
or artists,” said Victor Gurbo, 
who fashions axes under the 
name Voccoli Guitars — a 
nod to his mother’s maiden 
name.

But Gurbo also bucks 
wood-working tradition — 
saw jockeys typically prize 
flawless, new lumber for its 
visual appeal, but Gurbo opts 
for old, reclaimed wood for 
its superior sonic properties, 
he said.

“It’s not just environmen-
tally friendly, it sounds bet-
ter,” he said, explaining that 
planks’ resonance improves 

Norwegian wood!
Ridgite’s Scandi roots help him build custom guitars

as sap and resin within dry 
naturally over time.

Gurbo shapes the lumber, 
routes out space for hardware 
and electronics, and finishes 
the bodies in vintage gun-han-
dle oil. But he is no one-man 
band. He learned how to as-
sess instruments from the old 
hands at Gowanus guitar shop 
Retrofret, gearhead said.

“He brings us beautiful, 
sad puppies, and we tell him if 
they’re worth saving or should 
be sent back to the pound,” 
said in-store instrument his-
torian Peter Kohman. “He’s 
training his eye — he’s the 
next generation of musical 
archaeologist.”

And Gurbo tried wiring up 
one project and did a shock-

ingly bad job, so now friend 
Salim Hasbini handles elec-
tronics, the carpenter said.

“My brain is not wired 
for that,” Gurbo said. “I 
showed Salim an early gui-
tar, he opened it up and said, 
‘If you’re gonna sell this, just 
let me do it from now on.’ ”

Hasbini and Gurbo met at 
Brooklyn College and bonded 

over a shared love of vintage 
musical gear, and their passion 
for the classics is ingrained 
in their work, they said. Has-
bini wires guitars using con-
figurations from the 1950s — 
a sought-after setup for tone 
freaks — and he even uses 

cloth-wrapped wires found 
in old-school axes, though 
players won’t know the dif-
ference, he said. 

“Most people never look 
at the inside of their guitar, 
but it’s a fun detail for Vic-
tor and I to know it’s there,” 

Hasbini said.
That hand-craftsmanship 

and level of detail set their 
guitars apart, Gurbo said. His 
creations run about $1,500 — 
roughly the price of an Ameri-
can, factory-made git-fiddle by 
big names like Fender or Gib-

son, but far less expensive than 
their custom rigs, he said.

“It’s a different animal 
when you get something from 
me — it’s one-of-a-kind,” he 
said. “And if you want to get 
something custom by them, 
it’s $8,000–$10,000.”

Gurbo and  Hasbini aren’t 
the only Brooklynites to turn 
typical crap into tricked-out 
treasure.

Biker Heights
Talk about whole-hog! 

Iacona Custom Cycles turns 
run-of-the-mill motorbikes 
into seriously souped-up two-
wheeled behemoths. Shop 
owner Steve Iacona hand-ma-
chines all the parts himself in 
his Dyker Heights shop. 

Iacona Custom Cycles 

[6717 14th Ave. between 
67th Street and Ovington 
Avenue, (718) 234–1121, 
www.iaconacustomcycles.
com]

Cat pad
A Brooklyn Etsy de-

signer sells allergen-free 
cats that don’t shed, poop, 
or claw your couch — be-
cause they’re pillows. Send 
her a photo of your feline 
friend and she’ll immortal-
ize the hairball machine in 

silk-screened plush glory.
BorderPress (www.etsy.

com/shop/shannonbroder)

Plantern
These magic mushrooms 

will have you seeing all 
kinds of things — because 
they’re lamps! Designer 
Danielle Trofe makes cus-
tom lamp shades from fungi 
in her Sunset Park studio. 
Usually mycelia and light 
don’t mix, but, in this case, 
Trofe’s Mush-Lumes are like 

truffles and foie gras — and 
about as expensive!

Daneille Trophe Designs 
(www.danielletrofe.com)

To dye for
Bedford-Stuyvesant de-

signer Liz Spencer makes 
custom dyed clothing from 
berries she gathers in Brook-
lyn parks.

Liz Spencer (thedog-
wooddyer.squarespace.
com)

Victor Gurbo has a pantheon of guitars — some he has made and some he has 
acquired. Here he is holding one of his latest creations.
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Your guide to Brooklynites customizing stuff
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective May 10, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and 
BrooklynPaper.com

Your go-to source for a daily 
dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn 
Paper every 
Friday across 
Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, 
Downtown, and 
Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper 
delivers news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one 
else covers 
Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.
com. The site 
is updated 
throughout the 
day, offering 
the latest local 
coverage with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to 
you, too. Follow us on Twitter 
at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us 
on Facebook at Facebook.
com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news-
letter at BrooklynPaper.
com/about/alerts.

By Shavana Abruzzo
Brooklyn Paper

They’re the greatest!
Courier Life Publications 

and Community News Group 
honored 27 of Kings Coun-
ty’s fiercest females during a 
June 7 awards gala at Sirico’s 
Caterers in Dyker Heights, 
the plaudits capping our  2016 
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinc-
tion magazine , which came 
out last month and profiled 
honorees whose ranks in-
cluded activists, musicians, 
executives, volunteers, and 
mom-and-pop workers.

The evening was a side-
splitting shindig, thanks to 
our gag-meistress of cere-
monies — Brooklyn come-
dian and writer Ophira Eisen-
berg, host of National Public 
Radio’s “ Ask Me Another ,” 
author of “ Screw Everyone: 
Sleeping My Way to Monog-
amy ” that “Airplane!” produc-
ers Zucker Productions op-
tioned for a movie, and one of 
New York Magazine’s “ Top 
10 Comics that Funny Peo-
ple Find Funny .”

In between her gut-bust-

ers, Eisenberg, who released 
her second comedy album 
“ Bangs!”  on Comedy Dy-
namics recently and played 
herself on the season finale 
of Home Box Office’s “Girls,” 
reflected on the guests of 
honor and even became a lit-
tle misty-eyed when hearing 
them speak.

“You are all women chang-
ing the fabric of our commu-
nity,” said the entertainer, later 
adding, “I start to tear up when 
I hear the incredible stories 
these women tell.”

The awardees — nomi-
nated by their peers and se-
lected by independent judges 
— included the widow of jazz 
legend Noel Pointer attuning 
the next generation to the 
blues, a retired actuary re-
turning to her alma mater at 
Kingsborough Community 
College to lead the alumni 
association, and a health ac-
tivist forming the Tell Every 
Amazing Lady national ovar-
ian cancer walk in memory 
of her sister who succumbed 
to the disease.

Honoree Maria Teresa 

CNG honors Bklyn’s best, brightest women

Nitti had an extra distinc-
tive evening. The Benson-
hurst boutique baker donated 
a scrumptious, four-tier red 
velvet, chocolate, and vanilla 
cake emblazoned with photo-

graphs of her fellow guests of 
honor, and found her gener-
osity rewarded when she, her 
husband, and her sister won 
a cash raffle prize and tick-
ets to a dinner cruise.

Her windfall, Nitti said, 
will benefit her Operation 
Birthday Party organization 
that creates rollicking revels 
for children living in home-
less shelters.

“We’re going to use that 
money for this and next 
month’s birthdays!” she 
said.

The women’s spirited ef-
forts to transform ordinary 
workdays into exceptional op-
portunities to improve and ad-
vance our borough are immor-
talized on the special edition’s 
 Facebook page , said Commu-
nity News Group’s president 
and publisher.

“When you watch their vid-
eos online, it becomes clear 
that regardless of what their 
day-to-day job responsibili-
ties are, each woman is fol-
lowing a passion,” said Jen-
nifer Goodstein. 

A portion of the evening’s 
proceeds will go to the Camp 
Brooklyn Fund, which for-
mer Borough President Marty 
Markowitz created for kids 
from low-income households 
to attend sleep-away camp.

Courier Life Publica-
tions’ senior account exec-
utive Stephanie Stellaccio 
and administrative assistant 
Jennifer Stern organized the 
gala.

Courier Life Publications’ and Community News Group’s 2016 Brooklyn Wom-
en of Distinction join forces for an heirloom-worthy snap outside Sirico’s Cater-
ers in Dyker Heights.
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By The Cinematic 
Scouting Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

There is no better place 
to watch a classic film than 
under the stars in Brooklyn. 
This summer’s outdoor films 
screenings are already in full 
swing, so grab your picnic 
blanket and mosquito repel-
lent, and head to one of these 
(mostly) free screenings:

Rooftop Films
This outdoor summer se-

ries, now in its 10th year, has 
expanded to four different lo-
cations in Brooklyn. Not all 
of them are actually on roofs, 
but every screening offers a 
live music performance, and 
many will host dance parties 
after the film. This summer 
the series features several 
music documentaries, in-
cluding “Goodnight Brook-

Films under the stars
Where to watch outdoor movies in Bklyn this summer

side wall, on Sunday nights 
through the end of Octo-
ber. This year’s roster in-
cludes “West Side Story,” 
“Rocky,” “Saturday Night 
Fever,” “Ghostbusters,” and 
— for Halloween, of course 
— “The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show.”

Movie Night at Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St., the 
corner of Fulton and South 
Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858–9500, www.cafe-
habana.com/brooklyn] . 
Sundays through Oct. 30 at 
8 pm. Free.

Fort Greene Park
The Alamo Drafthouse the-

ater, soon to open Downtown, 
hosts a Friday night screen-
ing of “Finding Nemo” in Fort 
Greene Park.

“Finding Nemo” at Fort 
Greene Park (Washington 
Park between Dekalb and 
Myrtle avenues in Fort 
Greene, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc). June 10 at 8 pm. 

NYC Parks’ Movies 
Under the Stars

The official New York City 

outdoor film series brings a 
mix of classics (“Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s”), family films 
(“Zootopia”) and blockbuster 
hits (“Star Wars: the Force 
Awakens”) to parks all over 
Brooklyn. 

“Breakfast at Tiffany’s” at 
Carroll Park (Carroll Street 
between Court and Smith 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
www.nycgovparks .org/
events/free_summer_mov-
ies). June 14 at 8:30 pm. Free. 
See website for remaining 
times and locations.

SummerStage
This summer, the music se-

ries also presents five docu-
mentaries: “Afripedia,” and 
“Queen Nanny” with the Af-
rican Film Festival, and three 
profiles of music figures with 
the media group ImageNa-
tion. 

“Afripedia” at Saratoga 
Park [Halsey Street between 
Howard and Saratoga av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, www.cityparksfounda-
tion.org]. June 13 at 7 pm. 
Free. See website for other 
specific dates and times.

lyn: The Story of Death by 
Audio,” about the recently-
closed music venue, along 
with plenty of narrative fea-
tures and short films.

At Industry City [220 36th 
St., #2-A between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 417–7362, www.
rooftopfilms.com]. $15. See 

Popular “Star Wars” films will get several outdoor 
screenings this summer, including on a Bushwick 
rooftop on June 16.

website for dates and other 
locations.

Rooftop Cinema Club
You do not have to worry 

about your neighbors drown-
ing out the movie at this new 
film series in Bushwick, 
which passes out a set of 
wireless headphones to each 
viewer. The screenings are 
bring-your-own-booze, but 
the site provide glasses and 
mixers. 

Rooftop Cinema Club at 
OfficeOpps (57 Thames St. 
at Knickerbocker Avenue 
in Bushwick, www.roof-
topcinemaclub.com/newy-
ork). Mon–Thu at 8:30 pm, 
through June 28. $30.

Habana Outpost
Enjoy Mexican cuisine in 

the yard of this Fort Greene 
restaurant while watching a 
movie projected onto its out-
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America’s beverage companies are giving you even more beverage choices — many with 

fewer calories and in smaller portion sizes. And our new signs are reminders to help you find 

the balance that’s right for you.

See what else we’re doing at BalanceNewYorkCity.org


