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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A Bedford-Stuyvesant man was one 
of 49 people a gunman shot dead dur-
ing a terror attack on a gay nightclub 
in Orlando early on Sunday morning, 
and now his family is raising money to 
bring his body back to Brooklyn.

Twenty-five-year-old Enrique Rios 
was at Pulse nightclub during a vaca-
tion in Florida when killer Omar Mateen 
opened fire on the crowd, his mother 
wrote on  a crowd-funding page she  set 
up to cover the costs of bringing her 
son back home for a funeral.

“My family is torn apart and all I 
would like is to have my son with me so 
he can the funeral he deserves,” wrote 
Getrude Merced. “My son was a good 
kid. He was just having a great time on 
his vacation, until this deranged man 
came in.” 

As of publishing, 759 people have 
donated to the campaign, raising 
$31,107. 

Rios worked at True Care, a home 
health-care provider for seniors based 
in Kensington, and was studying social 
work at St. Francis College. 

The school expressed its condolences 
for the scholar who will never finish 
his degree.

“His dreams were cut short by this 
senseless act of violence,” the school 
said in a statement. “The St. Francis 
College community mourns the loss 
of one of our own and offers prayers 
to his family and friends.”

Bed-Stuy man killed in mass shooting in Orlando

ONE OF OURS
old Isaiah Henderson to get down while 
she put herself in front of him.

Marteen’s rampage came just hours 
after Kings County’s own Brooklyn 
Pride parade in Park Slope, casting a 
dark cloud over what is usually one of 
the borough’s most joyful weekends. 

But in the wake of the attack, Bor-
ough President Adams urged Brook-
lynites to stay strong.

“Hours after our borough gathered 
in pride and harmony to celebrate our 
LGBTQ family, we are reeling in horror 
from this deliberate attack of pure hate 
on our brothers and sisters,” he said on 
Sunday. “This act of terror may shake 
us, but it will not break us — we must 
unite around our common values and 
reject any and all efforts to divide our 
community of humanity.”

Adams and other local pols also used 
the occasion to urge lawmakers to pass 
stronger gun control laws. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D–Williams-
burg) invoked Rios’s death in demand-
ing Congress to reinstate the ban on 
assault weapons — like the one Mar-
teen used to kill 49 people and injure 
another 53 before police fatally shot 
Marteen himself.

“We have an obligation to Enrique’s 
family, and the tens of thousands of fam-
ilies across the country who lose a loved 
one to gun violence every year, to take 
action,” Maloney said. “Military-assault 
weapons do not belong on our streets, 
let in along in night clubs.”

Brooklynite Enrique Rios is one of 
49 gunned down in a terror attack 
on a gay nightclub in Orlando on 
Sunday.
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Mateen also killed 49-year-old Brenda 
Lee Marquez McCool, a Flatbush native 
who had lived in several other cities be-
fore recently moving to Orlando.

The mother of 11 was reportedly out 
dancing with one of her sons that night. 
She died protecting him, her sister-in-law 
told the Daily News, instructing 29-year-

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A Williamsburg property mo-
gul rejected Mayor DeBlasio’s 
$100-million offer to buy land he 
owns on the neighborhood’s wa-
terfront, thwarting Hizzoner’s ef-
fort to make good on a decade-old 
promise to turn the site into park-
land, according to his broker.

City officials met with devel-
oper Norm Brodsky last Thursday 
to make the offer on his  burnt-out 
CitiStorage warehouses  at Kent 
Avenue and N. 11th Street, but 
Brodsky turned them down, ac-
cording to his real-estate rep, who 
claims they have higher offers on 
the table and DeBlasio will have 
to up the ante to compete. 

“We’re running a standard bro-

ker sales process where we’re hav-
ing people bid for property and 
we’re going to accept highest bid,” 
said Paul Massey of Cushman and 
Wakefield. “We’re delighted to have 
the city be a part of that.”

DeBlasio’s offer follows  years  
of  pressure  from local activists 
and pols, who say the city must 
fulfil its pledge to expand Bush-
wick Inlet Park out to 28 acres — 
a tradeoff it made when rezoning 
much of the waterfront for luxury 
high-rises. 

The city has since bought up 
 17 acres of land for the park , but 
had long  claimed  it  couldn’t afford  
the skyrocketing value of Brod-
sky’s 11-acre property, which the 
tycoon now hopes will net him 
$325 million.

Massey refused to say what the 
other offers are, but claimed they 
are “significantly” higher than the 
city’s, and that they will settle on a 
buyer within the next few weeks. 

But some are skeptical about the 
value and the mystery buyers. 

The land is currently zoned for 
heavy industrial use — meaning a 
buyer couldn’t erect a residential 
building or hotel there — and both 
 DeBlasio  and local  Council mem-
bers  say they will not rezone it. 

A buyer could build offices and 
some retail there, but one Brooklyn 
broker said it is difficult to make a 
profit building commercial proper-
ties on very expensive land — es-
pecially on the waterfront, where 
it can be tricky to build because 
you often need city, state, and fed-

eral permits.
“It is hard to do commercial 

projects if you pay a lot for the 
land,” said the source, who asked 
to remain anonymous. “It’s really 
hard to make it work for the price 
point.”

The broker wouldn’t speculate 
on the land’s value, but park ac-
tivists believe it is worth around 
$77–$92 million, given the restric-
tive zoning.

“Brodsky’s fantasy about win-
ning the lotto with a residential 
valuation is not grounded in real-
ity,” said Williamsburg attorney 
Adam Perlmutter, a member of 
activist group Friends of Bush-
wick Inlet Park and chairman of 
the Open Space Alliance, which 
advocates for green space in Wil-

Brodsky refuses $100M offer for Bushwick Inlet Park site

No deal for Williamsburg liamsburg and Greenpoint.
Perlmutter said his valuation 

comes from local real-estate bro-
kers, but wouldn’t say who. 

Regardless, he and the Friends 
of Bushwick Inlet Park are call-
ing on Brodsky to accept the city’s 
offer for the good of the commu-
nity and his own image.

“We think Norman Brodsky and 
his family should really consider 
their next steps, because we’re try-
ing to create a public park for all 
New Yorkers,” he said. “They’re 
saying $100 million is not enough 
for them and because of that, the 
city should not have a public park. 
That could have an impact on their 
reputation and legacy.”

Massey declined to say whether 
Brodsky would consider a do-
gooding discount to help the 
green-space-starved neighbor-
hood finally get its park.

DeBlasio’s offer is good for 60 
days, according to the letter he sent 
Brodsky. A spokesman did not re-
turn a request for comment on what 
the city will do after that.

Protesters projected messages on the side of the CitiStor-
age complex last year, demanding the city buy the property 
and turn it into a park.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Heights Library 
sale was a shadowy deal, a new 
lawsuit alleges — but not in the 
way you think!

Activists are suing to stop the 
demolition of the branch, arguing 
the city didn’t do an adequate study 
into how the new library — and 
the luxury apartment tower above 
it — would impact the neighbor-
hood before it  agreed to sell the 
site to a developer last year .

Amongst other issues, the suit 
charges, it only considered how 
the building’s shadow will affect 
vegetation in local parks, but not 
how it will disturb parkgoers’ quest 

Activists sue to stop shadow-casting Heights Library tower

The city’s study says this is the shadow the new 36-story tower at the Brooklyn Heights 
Library site will cast over nearby parks at 1:30 pm during the spring and fall.
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Dark forecast for green space

The activists are also argu-
ing the library’s mid-century 
facade is an architectural 
gem and could be eligible 
for landmarking by the state 
or federal government.
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for sunshine. 
“The fact that when these shad-

ows occur a citizen of New York 
might be able to sit in the sun-
shine by going to a different park 
or moving around with shadows to 
other parts of the park belies the 
effects of the shadow on park us-
ers,” reads the lawsuit filed by an-
ti–library-sale group Love Brook-
lyn Libraries, which went before 
a judge on Friday.

The Mayor’s Office of Sus-
tainability’s environmental re-
view concluded that the proposed 
36-story tower at Cadman Plaza 
West would not significantly af-
fect the surrounding area, and 
therefore it didn’t need to do a 

longer study — a so-called en-
vironmental impact statement — 
which would have included a pub-
lic input period. 

But the activists’ suit claims 
the city ignored several ways the 
community would suffer, and now 
they’re demanding the court halt 
the work — set to begin in fall — 
for a more rigorous study.

The city disregarded not only 
how shadows would affect resi-
dents, but also the extra traffic con-
struction trucks and new citizens 
would bring, the suit alleges.

Additionally, the assessment 
didn’t consider that the new branch 
inside the tower won’t have room 

See LIBRARY  on page 6

Hundreds of Brooklynites stood vigil in the shadow 
of Grand Army Plaza as the sun set on Wednesday, 
holding candles in the twilight to mourn the 49 men 
and women who fell under a hail of gunfire in a gay 
club in Orlando on June 12. 
The strains of “Amazing Grace” filled the air amidst 
rainbow flags, Old Glory, and the banners of Latin 

American countries, representing the many Hispan-
ic victims gunned down by shooter Omar Mateen.
As the evening wore on, the vigil took the form of 
a political rally, with elected officials demanding 
changes to laws that allowed Mateen to legally 
purchase the semi-automatic rifle he used to mow 
down the club-goers. — Colin Mixson

Brooklynites mourn at Grand Army Plaza
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

R4 5 A C F

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Here’s the lessen plan.
The city will knock over 

Sunset Park’s castle-like for-
mer police precinct to make 
way for 300 classroom seats, 
officials announced on June 
13. School Construction Au-
thority reps made the pitch to 
Community Board 7, claim-
ing the crumbling landmark 
at Fourth Avenue and 43rd 
Street would “probably have 
to come down” while also 
showing photos of schools 
the agency previously built 
atop demolished historic 
structures.

The news divided locals — 
the building deserves a shot, 
but the district needs learning 
space, one area parent said.

“We need the seats,” said 
Nick Nyhan, a father of four 
and parent teacher organiza-
tion member. “I want to pre-
serve that beautiful building 
— I really do like it — but we 
need those seats.” 

But another dad argued that 
reopening the 124-year-old-
and-showing-it mini-fortress as 
a school would spark children’s 
excitement for learning.

Major takedown
City to demolish landmarked former 
police precinct to build a new school

mar school love to go by that 
building.”

Community board and lo-
cal education council members 
supported the plan, along with 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Sunset Park). But pres-
ervationists argued 300 seats 
was too few to cede the land-
mark and said they want the 
structure restored and publicly 
accessible — something a de-
veloper who recently bought 
the land  was planning .

Officials have reached an 
agreement with owner Yosef 
Streicher for the property — 
an eventuality the builder’s 
lawyer  predicted to this pa-
per last week .

School Construction Au-
thority reps refused to say 
the agency would definitely 
demolish the building, which 
would require a virtually un-
heard-of un-landmarking or 
for the city to condemn the 
derelict structure as a haz-
ard. However, they did show 
locals photos of schools the 
agency build with an aesthetic 
nod to the historic buildings 
that they replaced, such as PS 
133 in Park Slope, which rose 
from an older schoolhouse, 
and PS 30 in Bay Ridge, 
which  succeeded the Green 
Church .

Streicher bought the sta-
tion house and neighboring 
horse stable for $6 million last 
year after the city  threatened 
to sue a previous owner  if it 
did not fix up the property or 
sell it off.

A hot 
dog!
Jasmin Serrano and her 
pup dressed as a chef 
and lobster for the cos-
tume contest at Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel in Coney 
Island on June 12. Cos-
tumed pets and owners 
descended to compete 
for a season pass to 
the world-famous Fer-
ris wheel. And everyone 
who dolled up got to 
have a bit of fun after-
wards — contestants 
and their pets got to take 
free rides on the Wheel 
until 7 pm.P
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“Of all the buildings that 
could be demolished in Sunset 
Park, you’re going to knock 
down the police station? Un-

believable,” Peter Kruty said. 
“That building fires the imag-
ination of everyone who sees 
it — my two kids in gram-

This historic old station house may soon be demol-
ished to make way for a school, officials say. 
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A crook unsuccessfully 
tried to rob a Flatbush Av-
enue bank on June 6.

Police said the baddie en-
tered the money repository 
near Atlantic Avenue at 9:06 
am and passed a note stating, 
“All the money or I start hurt-
ing people.”

But the teller didn’t hand 
over the cash and the would-be 
crook fled the bank empty-
handed, according to a re-
port.

Dropped call
A louse snatched a cell-

phone from a woman’s hand 
as she was walking on Pier-
repont Street on June 4 — 
but dropped it in his getaway 
attempt.

The lady told police she 
was strolling near Henry 
Street at 8:30 pm when the 
cur came up from behind and 
placed his hands on her shoul-
ders, then grabbed her phone 
from her hand.

The reprobate immediately 
fled, but dropped the phone 
10 feet from the victim and 
she was able to get it back, 
said authorities..

On the job
A pair of scoundrels stole a 

guy’s wallet as he was work-
ing at a Fulton Street food 

court on June 9.
The man was toiling away 

when the two filchers swiped 
his wallet — which contained 
$500 — from his back pocket 
then took off, police said.

Bye, mom
A thief stole a woman’s 

cellphone as she was mid-
conversation on Flatbush 
Avenue on June 8.

The woman was talking 
to her mother over the phone 
as she waited for the light to 
change near Livingston Street 
at 3:10 pm when the sneak 
snatched her phone from her 
hand and fled, cops said..

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

No go
A pair of goons tried to rob 

a guy at gunpoint on Clermont 
Avenue on June 6, but failed 
when their victim managed 
to run away.

The victim told police he 
was near Park Avenue at 10:07 
am when one of the baddies 
approached him and flashed 
a gun, demanding his money. 
The victim refused to hand 
over his hard-earned cash, 
prompting the other cretin to 
grab him, authorities said.

But before the lout could 
get a firm grip, the victim ran 
away on Clermont Avenue and 
the rogues fled the other way, 
according to a report.

Would-be bank robber’s holdup foiled
Headlocked

A scoundrel stole a guy’s 
phone by putting him in a 
headlock as he was walking 
into the Lafayette Avenue sub-
way station on Fulton Street 
on June 10.

The victim was entering 
the A and C train station by 
S. Portland Avenue at 4 pm 
when the jerk came up be-
side him, placed him in the 
chokehold, and snatched his 
iPhone from his hand while 
continuously asking, “Where 
do you live?” before fleeing, 
cops said.

Bad dream
A sneak lifted a woman’s 

phone from her lap as she slept 
on the G train on June 7.

The victim told police she 
was on the train heading to-
ward Greenpoint when she 
couldn’t keep her eyes open 
anymore and took a nap. But 
when she awoke at the Clas-
son Avenue station, she real-
ized that her phone — which 
had been inside her bag’s front 
pocket — was gone, accord-
ing to a report. 

Revved up
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say stole a man’s motorcy-
cle from his front yard on St. 
James Place on May 27.

The victim chained up 
his Suzuki bike in his yard 
by DeKalb Avenue, but the 
suspect allegedly clipped the 
chain and rode away.

Police caught the alleged 
thief when he was caught rid-
ing the motorcycle on a pub-
lic walkway, police said 
 — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Sleeping it off
Police cuffed a 27-year-old 

guy who they claim they found 
drunk in his car and in pos-
session of brass knuckles on 
the Brooklyn Queens Express-
way on June 12.

Officers say they observed 
the suspect slumped over in 
his 2004 Chevy van with 
the keys in the ignition near 
Hamilton Avenue at 9:15 am. 
The guy was allegedly slur-
ring his words and had blood-
shot eyes, and had the brass 
knuckles right next to him, 
authorities said.

Police arrested him for 
the possession of a criminal 
weapon and driving while in-
toxicated, officials said. 

Maced
Police arrested a woman 

who they say assaulted a 
50-year-old guy in his home 
on Centre Mall on June 11.

The woman knocked on 
the stranger’s door between 
Columbia and Hicks streets 
at 11:27 pm, and the two got 
into an argument. At that point 
the suspect allegedly maced 
him, police said. 

Nightmare
A punk swiped a guy’s 

wallet and tablet while he 
was sleeping on a Manhat-
tan-bound F train on June 11, 
police said.

The victim said he fell 
asleep on the train at mid-
night and when he woke up 
at his Carroll Street stop, he 
noticed someone had cut his 
back pocket and the goods 
were missing.

He told police the wal-
let contained his insurance 
card, New York identifica-
tion card, Social Security 
card, work permit, Metro-
Card, and $280. 

Failed robbery
Police arrested a man for 

threatening to rob a bank on 
Court Street on June 7.

The suspect walked into 

the bank between First and 
Second places at 4:57 pm and 
allegedly passed a threaten-
ing note to the bank teller de-
manding money.

But he chickened out and 
ran off, and police arrested 
him on the corner of Hamil-
ton Avenue and Bush Street, 
according to authorities. 
 — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Road rage
A miffed motorist whacked 

a pedestrian over the head 
with a pipe after an argument 
on Third Avenue on June 10, 
police said.

The argument started af-
ter the driver took a turn a bit 
too close to the guy crossing 
the street at 77th Street around 
3:45 pm, police said. 

He pulled over and the two 
got into a shouting match, but 
the driver cut it short when 
he took out a pipe and hit the 
man, according to police.

On the Lam-bo
A thief made off with a 

man’s Lamborghini sports 
car parked on 100th Street on 
June 10, according to law en-
forcement officials.

The gearhead parked 
his car near Fourth Avenue 
around 8:45 pm and returned 
about three hours later to find 
his $300,000 Murcielago — of 

which only 5,000 were made 
— missing. He also told police 
his sunglasses and E-ZPass 
were in the car at the time.

Take a day off
Car thieves stole a man’s 

work van while he was vis-
iting a friend on 66th Street 
on June 7, police said.

The guy parked his car 
between Eighth Avenue and 
Bravo Boulevard around 9 pm 
and came back just before 1 
am to find his van missing. 
Police said there was no bro-
ken glass at the scene.

Missing van
A thief also stole a work 

van a few blocks away on Sev-
enth Avenue on June 8, po-
lice said.

The owner parked near 
64th Street around 11 pm and 
returned the next morning to 
see it had vanished into thin 
air. Police again said there was 
no broken glass at the scene 
and the owner told them he 
had both sets of keys.

Heavy haul
A cat burglar broke into 

a Third Avenue business on 
June 11, according to a po-
lice report.

The thief broke open a side 
window of the business near 
96th Street sometime between 
7:30 pm and 7 am the next 
day. He opened a cabinet, stole 
roughly $800 worth of quar-
ters, and then left through the 
same window, police said.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Convenient
Two thieves stole merchan-

dise from a Manhattan Ave-
nue convenience store on June 
6, police said.

A worker at the store near 
Meserole Avenue said the de-
vious duo came in around 4:15 
pm claiming to be vendors, 
but then started grabbing stuff 
from off the shelves and put-
ting it into two duffel bags.

They fled on foot in an 
unknown direction, a re-
port said.

Young punks
A group of teens attacked 

and tried to rob two other kids 
on Lorimer Street on June 8, 
cops said.

The victims said they 
went to McCarren Park af-
ter school, where the delin-
quents approached them near 
Bayard Street at 4:10 pm. One 
scoundrel grabbed one of the 
kids, punching him in the face 
and chest, and attempting to 
steal his wallet, a police re-
port said.

The other nogoodniks 
punched the second victim 
twice in the face, causing it 
to swell, police said. They 
tried to take his phone, but 
the boys got away and ran to 
their school, cops said

All planned out
A well prepared pirate 

plundered a Driggs Avenue 
diner on June 7 and stole cash, 
police said.

The owner of the restaurant 
at Lorimer Street said the bur-
glar cut the glass of the store’s 
rear window around 2 am. The 
camera on scene showed the 
intruder going straight to the 
place where cash was stored, 
as if he was familiar with the 
store’s layout, cops said.

Witnesses then saw the 
perp fleeing toward Bayard 
Street, a police report said.

Card hungry
Someone opened three 

credit cards — and tried to 
open six others — in a Bedford 
Avenue man’s name starting 
on May 6, police said.

The victim told police he 
was at his home near N. 12th 
Street on June 6 at 3 pm when 
he noticed nearly $8,000 in 
transactions made in the last 
month in his name on cards 
that he did not own. 

Dog gone it
A heartless villain stole a 

man’s dog and cellphone when 
he temporarily left them at a 
Kent Avenue park on June 6, 
police said.

The man told cops he left 
his phone and his chihuahua 
in a dog carrier backpack on 
top of a bench near N. Ninth 
Street around 11 am. He then 
went to play soccer at a field 
nearby, cops said.

He went to check on his pet 
after playing for an hour and 
found the pooch was miss-
ing, cops said. The man said 
his dog was later returned to 
him, but he still does not have 
his phone.

Compromised
Sneaks stole money or 

made unauthorized trans-
actions on Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint residents’ credit 
and debit cards this week 
in three separate incidents. 
Here’s the rundown:

• Someone withdrew nearly 
$2,000 from a N. Fifth Street 

man’s debit card on May 18, 
police said. 

The man, who lives near 
Driggs Avenue, noticed that 
someone took the money out 
of his account from an auto-
mated teller machine. But his 
card had been securely in his 
wallet, cops said.

• A thief took $503 from 
a N. Eighth Street woman’s 
account through a cash dis-
penser in Queens on May 29, 
according to police.

She said she found out 
about the unauthorized trans-
action at her home near Kent 
Avenue around 1 pm. Her 
card had not left her sight, 
cops said.

• A bandit helped himself 
to $200 from Leonard Street 
man’s account on June 5, po-
lice reported. 

The victim said he noticed 
the withdrawal while at his 
home near Conselyea Street 
at 6:40 pm, according to a 
report. He still has his card, 
cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Not so peachy 
Police cuffed two men who 

they say attacked a woman 
with their fists and a peach 
while arguing with her over 
a so-called hoverboard at a 
Division Avenue supermar-
ket on June 9, according to a 
police report.

The womam said she was 
shopping at the market at 
Wythe Avenue around 9:10 pm 
when all three started arguing 
about the suspects riding a the 
two-wheeled toy. She said the 
first perp pushed and tackled 
her to the ground, banging up 
her right shoulder.

Then the second guy threw 
a peach at her, hitting just un-
der her right eye — which was 
protected by her sunglasses 
— but causing a small cut and 
swelling, the report said.

No prize
Two grifters conned a 

woman into giving up her 
jewelry and $3,500 outside 
of a Graham Avenue shop on 
June 10, cops said.

The woman told police she 
was coming out of the store 
near Moore Street just after 
noon when the men came out 
of a van, and told her one of 
them had won a prize, but 
couldn’t pick it up because 
he didn’t have the right doc-
uments.

They asked the woman to 
give them her gold necklace 
and ring, money, and proof 
of her address in exchange 
for the prize, cops said. The 
woman agreed, got inside the 
van, and let them drive her to 
her Humboldt Street, where 
she gathered the items.

The lady gave the creeps 
the stuff, but when her daugh-
ter-in-law heard what was go-
ing on, she took a picture of 
the van’s New York license 
plate, the report said.

Some friend
A man beat up his friend 

with a beer bottle at a S. Fourth 
Street wine shop on June 12, 
cops said.

The victim said he and the 
attacker got into a fight over 
a girl at the vino store near 
Borinquen Place at 6 pm.

The brute then smashed 
the victim in the face with 
the beer bottle, knocking him 
to the ground, and continued 
hitting the victim with the bot-
tle until bystanders broke up 
the fight, police said.

The bruiser fled the scene 
on a blue bicycle, and the vic-
tim took himself to the hos-
pital, where doctors told him 
his nose was broken, accord-
ing to the report.

No service
A teenager hit a man in the 

face with a glass bottle after 
the victim refused to serve 
him at a McKibbin Street nail 
salon on June 1.

The man said the dis-
gruntled adolescent struck 
him with the bottle at the 
salon near Graham Avenue 
around 8 pm, causing his face 
to bleed and swell. The kid 
then ran toward Humboldt 
Street, cops said.

Bar fight
A man hit his friend in the 

head with a stool at a Grand 
Street bar on June 9, police 
said.

The victim told authorities 
he was sitting at the tavern 
at Union Avenue at 9:50 pm 
watching a game when the 
so-called friend struck him 
in the back of the head with 
the seat.

The jerk then ran off to-
ward Lorimer Street, accord-
ing to the report..

— Tatiana Hernandez
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WE LOVE BROOKLYN, TOO. 
NYU LANGONE AND NYU LUTHERAN HAVE OVER 

60 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH.

To learn more about our locations in Brooklyn, including  
two emergency departments, visit nyulangone.org

Backyard Barbecue in Bed-Stuy. This #ilovebrooklyn moment captured by Granger Wootz.

for the old business library 
section, and disabled residents 
and seniors will have trouble 
reaching its new location in 
Prospect Heights’ Central Li-
brary, as it’s not near any hand-
icap-friendly subway stops, 
the activists allege. 

Finally, the city did not se-
riously explore whether the 
branch’s existing facade — a 
mid-century Beaux Arts num-
ber designed by Italian sculp-
tor Clemente Spampinato and 
architect Francis Keally — 
is eligible for state and fed-
eral landmark status, the law-
suit claims.

By way of response, a City 
Hall rep pointed back  to the 
2015 assessment , which in-
deed states that the shadows 
won’t upset the flowers, but 
does not mention the vitamin 
D-starved humans.

It claims the building’s 
shadow will largely encroach 
on the Korean War Veterans’ 
Plaza in front of the post of-
fice, which has “low usage 
rates.” 

It also claims the new build-
ing and library will only ac-
count for around 67 car trips 
coming in and out a day — 
while the overwhelming ma-
jority of residents and visitors 

will come and go via the sub-
way — and the construction 
trucks won’t add a significant 
burden to the streets.

And, it says, the city did 
study whether the library 
was eligible for state or fed-
eral landmarking — name-
checking both Spampinato 
and Keally — but found it 
wasn’t. 

The assessment does not 
discuss how moving the busi-
ness library would impact se-
niors. 

Local library lovers  fought  
the  city  for  years  to save the 
book-lending depot as it is, 
but City Council ultimately 
okayed the sale in December, 
after local member Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights)  negotiated some 
concessions  and gave his 
blessing.

Now, the activists say, 
this lawsuit may be their last 
hope to preserve their beloved 
branch and keep parks shad-
ow-free. 

“This library should have 
been preserved and upgraded, 
not downgraded for demoli-
tion,” said Marsha Rimler, 
who is the president of Love 
Brooklyn Libraries. “This 
is the only way to stop it 
now.”

Continued from page 1

LIBRARY...

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A developer must build 
a new school or subway en-
trance into the 49-story luxury 
apartment building it wants to 
erect Downtown, demanded 
members of a panel, who 
voted to reject the building 
last Wednesday night. 

Rampant development has 
overwhelmed area schools and 
transit, argued Community 
Board 2 members, and it is 
time to take a stand against 
developers who only contrib-
ute to the problem.

“This is the first time we 
had an opportunity to say 
we’ve had enough, we’ve had 
too much, and if you can’t put 
a school or a subway station in 
a building, it doesn’t work,” 
said one Community Board 
2 member.

The board voted 30–3 with 
one recusal against developer 
Savanna Partners’ proposed 
high-rise at Willoughby Street 
and Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion, which would include 270 
units — 81 of which will be 
below-market-rate — seven 
floors of office space, and 
three floors of retail. 

The board did, however, 
vote 24–8 with one recusal 
to approve the city’s sale of 

What’s in it for us?
Downtowners reject proposed high-rise 
because it lacks school, subway entrance

A Community Board 2  rejected a developer’s pro-
posal to build a 49-story tower here, saying it would 
only contribute to school and subway overcrowd-
ing.
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a small adjacent park to Sa-
vanna for $4.8 million. The 
developer will have to main-
tain it as a park, but can use 
the land’s air rights towards 
its tower’s height.

Savanna paid $28 million 
for the lot in January 2014 and 
originally planned to construct 
a 30-story tower there. But 
now it needs the city’s approval 
for its revised design, because 
it is larger than the lot’s zon-
ing currently allows. 

Members said local schools 
and public transit are already 
 bursting at the seams  as Down-
town’s population and skyline 
has boomed in recent years, 
and rejecting the tower sends 
a message to developers who 
aren’t giving anything back 
to the community.

“We’re very concerned 
with the rampant develop-
ment that has taken place in 
our neighborhood,” said Car-
lton Gordon, who is the chair 
of Community Board 2’s land 
use committee,  which also 
rejected the plan last month . 
“We’ve said ‘hold it at this 
time’ because of the effect it 
would have on school popu-
lation and transit.” 

But some locals feared that 
turning down a plan that in-
cludes below-market-rate 
housing was a bad idea, as 
the developer might not be 
able to meet all of the com-
munity board’s demands, and 
could instead build something 

that doesn’t require commu-
nity approval but has no cheap 
apartments. 

“I don’t think we should 
turn that down and ask for 
something unrealistic,” said 
one woman. 

Community Board 2 Dis-
trict Manager Rob Perris also 
later said he had discussed the 
idea of putting a school in the 
building with the School Con-
struction Authority, and was 
told it wasn’t a suitable site due 
to the small size and irregu-
lar shape of the land.

It’s not the first time the 
triangular slice of land has 
fallen under siege. 

The city planned to seize 
the lot — which currently 
houses a school for construc-
tion workers — when it up-
zoned Downtown in 2004, 
 but backed down after com-
munity members and pols 
demanded  it spare the edu-
cational institution from the 
wrecking ball. 

The community board’s 
vote is only advisory, but it 
is the first part of a lengthy 
public consultation gauntlet 
Savanna must run before city 
officials and pols vote on the 
high-rise. 

The developer took the 
plan Borough Hall for a pub-
lic hearing on June 13. The 
Borough President may also 
make an advisory recommen-
dation on the proposal.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

You’re not seeing things — 
controversial Williamsburg 
pop-up club the Brooklyn Mi-
rage is back open again, after 
the city closed it for being a 
fire hazard last month. 

Club owner City Fox fixed 
all the problems, according 
to a Department of Buildings 
rep, and the agency reinstated 
its party permits last week — 
but some locals are flabber-
gasted the organizer is getting 
another chance after several 
run-ins with authorities.

“It’s amazing how these 
agencies have failed miser-
ably to protect the commu-
nity,” said Laura Hoffman, 
a Greenpoint resident who 

led a successful campaign to 
stop Mirage organizer Cityfox 
throwing  a Halloween party 
in a toxic warehouse last year . 
“I think it’s terrible.” 

The city pulled the plug on 
the outdoor Stewart Avenue 
venue on May 27, a day af-
ter the fire department shut 
a party there claiming there 
were combustible materials 
everywhere, locked exits, and 
not enough staff on hand to 
help in case of a fire. 

Police also arrested two at-
tendees for possession of co-
caine that evening, according 
to an official.

The closure came a week 
after police caught  bartenders 
there serving booze without 
a liquor license on May 21 , 

confiscating the hooch and 
slapping the organizer with 
summonses. 

And locals like Hoffman 
remember City Fox’s notori-
ous Halloween bash in the old 
NuHart Plastics factory — a 
federal Superfund cleanup site 
— which firefighters stopped 
before it could get started, as 
it was also a fire hazard. 

But the city has now lifted 
the recent vacate order, claim-
ing the property owners took 
care of the safety violations 
and brought the old indus-
trial site into compliance 
with the construction code, 
according to a buildings de-
partment spokesman. 

The party palace  quietly 
announced  its return with an 

Controversial club reopens after closure

It’s no mirage

alcohol-free “invite only” 
bash on Saturday. 

Many partygoers cele-
brated the club’s return — 
which is set to host at least 
seven more parties through-
out the summer, according 
to dance music website  Res-
ident Advisor  — but de-
manded the promoters get 
their acts together and pro-
vide a safe place for them 
to let loose.  

“I am super excited it’s 
back,” said Lisa Karmel, a 
Manhattanite who also par-
tied at the club’s first incar-
nation on Scott Avenue and 
Randolph Street last year. 
“I hope the safety measures 
improve. It’s a really unique 
venue so I am looking for-
ward to it sticking around 
for awhile.” 

City Fox did not return 
requests for comment.  

The city’s Department of Buildings closed the 
Brooklyn Mirage last month. Now it’s back open.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

This is nuts!
A guy with seven gun-

shot wounds to his groin 
and arm drove from Sunset 
Park to a Park Slope hospital 
— and into two other cars — 
on June 11, police and wit-

nesses say.
The 45-year-old was likely 

involved in a shooting at 53rd 
Street and Third Avenue, and 
he showed up to New York 
Methodist Hospital at 4:57 
pm, officials said.

He hit two cars turning 
the wrong way onto Sixth 

Street at the hospital’s emer-
gency-room entrance on the 
corner of Seventh Avenue, 
witnesses said.

The man is in stable condi-
tion, according to police.

There are no arrests, and 
the investigation is ongoing, 
officials said.

That’s a ballsy move!
Shot in crotch, drives himself to hospital

He drove the wrong way on Sixth Street to get to the 
emergency room, hitting two cars, witnesses say.
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Male polish
Boys will be girls!
A Park Slope the-

ater company will con-
duct a gender-swap ex-
periment this month, 
presenting a reading of 
a play about women at 
a nail salon with seven 
female actors on June 
24, and seven male ac-
tors on June 25. The 
writer of “Pick a 
Color” says that she 
wants to see if her play about women is still seen 
as a feminist work when men are in the roles.

“I was wondering if feminist work was stories 
of women being powerful, or if it could also be 
stories that privileged women’s emotional lives,” 
said Emily Feldman. “I wondered if that would 
open up the space for there to be more conver-
sation of what makes a ‘woman’s play’ or if it 
raises it to the realm of men’s drama.”

The male actors of the Piper Theatre Com-
pany will play female characters, and the script 
will not change to accommodate the different 
demographic of the cast. (Cast member Sebas-
tian Quinn is picture above.)

The playwright came up with her play’s cast-
ing switchup while in a nail salon, where a bois-
terous young man intruded on the usually all-
female space. His very presence disrupted the 
discussions between women, she said.

“Pick a Color” at Spoke the Hub [748 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 408–3234, www.pipertheatre.org]. 
June 24 and 25 at 8 pm. $15.

T H E AT E R

Word’s pick: “City of Mirrors”   
by Justin Cronin

The final book of 
the Passage Trilogy 
brings the post-apoc-
alyptic series to a sat-
isfying close. In “City 
of Mirrors,” protago-
nist Amy faces her des-
tined foe in an epic bat-
tle amidst the ruins of 
New York. Few heroes 
of speculative fiction are 
as fully fleshed and fa-
miliar as Amy, and few 
dark forces are as unnerving as those found in 
Cronin’s work.

— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “How 
German Is It?” by Walter Abish

This recently reprinted 1980 novel follows 
the Hargenau family, a 
veritable symbol of un-
German activity. The fa-
ther plotted to assassi-
nate Hitler; later, his son 
Ulrich testifies against 
fellow members of a 
Baader-Meinhof-like 
terrorist group. “How 
German Is It?” com-
plicates the question of 
how to live a moral life 
in a country responsible 
for the Shoah.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Homegoing” by Yaa Gyasi

This generational novel begins in 18th century 
Africa with two half-sis-
ters who never meet; one 
marries a white gover-
nor, the other is sold 
into slavery, and each 
chapter follows the next 
generation of the family. 
Beautifully crafted and 
written, “Homegoing” 
is one of the best debuts 
of the summer.

— Geo Ong, Green-
light Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. at S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

G
o birding this sum-
mer — you won’t 
egret it! 

A Brooklyn bird-
watcher reveals the best 
places in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park to spot avian activity 
in the new book “Birding at 
the Bridge.” First-time author 
Heather Wolf, who will also lead 
a birding class at Brooklyn Brainery 
on June 22, says that she wanted to share 
the  colorful birds in the manmade park  with 
anybirdy willing to take a peep.

“I want to raise awareness of all the birds 
that show up in our city and our parks, and 
the creation of habitats — they attract these 
birds,” said Wolf. “Build it and they will 
come.”

Wolf got her birding start 
while living in Florida, record-
ing the many birds she saw 
along the coastal shores and 
sand dunes. When she 
moved to Brooklyn’s Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront 
District in 2012, she dis-
covered Brooklyn Bridge 
Park right next door, and 
made it her own local spot 
— known as a patch — for 
birding, said Wolf. 

“I knew of birding hotspots in 
NYC such as Central and Prospect Park, 
but was curious to see what birds were vis-

iting my local park,” she said. 
“It didn’t take long to dis-

cover that Brooklyn Bridge 
Park was a residence and 
migration stopover for 
many of the same birds 
in the more heavily birded 
parks. I decided to go on a 
mini-quest to find as many 
birds as I could in my local 

patch.”
She has found 

138 species of 
bird within Brook-

lyn Bridge Park, which is full 
of summer hot spots. Pier 1 
is where you toucan see cute 
baby hatchlings in their nest, 
said Wolf. 

“Pier 1 is always one of 
the best spots in the park. 

The oldest section of 
the park has a lot of 

more mature trees, 
marsh habitats, and 
ponds,” she said. “During 
the summer, the best thing 
to see are young robins 
and European starlings 
who nest and raise their 
young.”

The gray catbird is an-
other seasonal visitor to 

Brooklyn, so don’t let the 
opportunity to see it fly by, 

said Wolf. 
“During the summer you can see them, they 

will be raising and feeding their young, and 

come fall they will head back down south,” 
she said. 

Pier 2 is also a swanderful spot for shore 
bird sightings because of its tide pool, which 
creates the perfect muddy habitat for water-

loving avians, said Wolf.
“When the tide goes out, it creates a mud 

habitat, draws in Canada geese with ducklings 
and mallard geese, which are very cute,” she 
said. “And common grackle, they have a lot of 
nests in that area south of spiral pool.”

But fledgling birders must know one car-
dinal rule, said Wolf — do not ruin another 
birder’s shot! Wolf has occasionally had her 
photos disrupted by tourists asking her to take 
their picture, she said, but she tries to use those 
interruptions as an educational opportunity. 
Sometimes, she will even give the fowl fel-
lows a glimpse of the feathered flocks. 

“It doesn’t happen as much as you would 
think. They see the big camera lens and ask 
what I’m doing, and I’ll tell them about the 
birds and sometimes I’ll hand my binocu-
lars to them,” Wolf said. 

“Birding in NYC” at Brooklyn Brainery 
[190 Underhill Ave. between Sterling and 
St. Johns Places in Prospect Heights, (347) 
292–7246,  www.brooklynbrainery.com]. 
June 22 at 6 pm. $10. 

Reading picks
B O O KS

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Eagle-eyed author tracks best 
birding in B’klyn Bridge Park

Tweet 
dream

A bird’s eye view!: Heather Wolf, the author of “Birding at the Bridge,” is ready to 
spot some wild birds with binoculars and camera. (Left, top to bottom) Among those 
caught by her camera are a great egret, a ruby-crowned kinglet, and a barn swallow.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A
side from Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
there are plenty of eggcellent birding 
spots throughout Brooklyn. Heather 

Wolf, author of “Birding at the Bridge: In 
Search of Every Bird on the Brooklyn Wa-

terfront” recommended some of the 
best locations for spotting our feath-
ered friends. 

Prospect Park 
The most popular birding spot in Brook-

lyn is Prospect Park — and for good rea-
son! The park’s 585 acres are home 

to many of the same species that flock 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park, but in larger 

numbers, said Wolf. The Prospect 
Park Lake in the southwest corner, 

with its Duck Island, is perfect 
for avians who love fresh wa-

ter, she said. The lake may 
have attracted one of the 

Follow that bird!
The best birding spots in Brooklyn
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(At left) The 
painted 

bunting.

See BIRD on page 10
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Follow us for daily updates on

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

BROOKLYN’S TWEET SPOT
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 17

Damn 
Yankees
It is the Opening Day 
of the Brooklyn 
Cyclones season at 
MCU, as they take on 
their rivals from across 
the bay, the hated 
Staten Island Yankees. 
Celebrate the inevita-
ble victory by the 
Boys for Brooklyn, 
and stick around for 
the firework display 
afterwards.

7 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497, www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com]. $10–$17.

SATURDAY
June 18

Blister in the 
park
Angsty and 
acclaimed acoustic 
punk band Violent 
Femmes will take the 
Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn stage tonight. 
Expect old-school 
punks to scream 
along with hits “Add 
It Up” and “Blister in 
the Sun,” but the Mil-
waukee band will also 
bust out tunes from 
“We Can Do Any-
thing,” its first album 
in 15 years.

7:30 pm at Prospect Park 
Bandshell (Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park W. in 
Prospect Park www.bri-
cartsmedia.org). Free.

SUNDAY
June 19

Bear witness
Bears have it tough in 
the big city — don’t 
they deserve a little 
food? Windsor Ter-
race author Julia Sar-
cone-Roach reads 
from her adorable 
kids’ book “The Bear 
Ate Your Sandwich” 
in Fort Greene Park 
today, and follows it 
up with bear finger-
puppet crafting. 

3 pm at the Fort Greene 
Park Redoubt (on 
Washington Park between 
Myrtle and Dekalb ave-
nues in Fort Greene, 
www.fortgreenepark.org). 
Free.

TUESDAY
June 21

Believe the 
hype
This is a great week 
for free outdoor 
music! Legendary 
hip-hop group Public 
Enemy will bring the 
noise to this Summer-
Stage show in 
Brownsville, with 
Chuck D and Flavor 
Flav leading the polit-
ically conscious 
rhymes.

7 pm at Betsy Head Park 
(Dumont Avenue and 
Strauss Street in Browns-
ville, www.city parks-
foundation.org). Free.

THURSDAY
June 23

Let’s have a 
Kiki
The Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music’s Cine-
mafest heads to the 
park for an outdoor 
screening tonight: 
“Kiki,” a profile of the 
queer and trans 
dancers in New York 
City’s contemporary 
vogueing scene — a 
kind of “Paris is Burn-
ing” for the new mil-
lennium. 

8 pm at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 1 (Enter at 
Furman Street and Old 
Fulton street in Dumbo, 
www.bam.org). Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 17
ART, “THIS PLACE HAS A STORY” 

OPENING RECEPTION: A solo ex-
hibition of lithographs by Brooklyn 
artist Steve West. Free. 6–9 pm. An-
thony Philip Fine Art (56 Bogart St. 
between Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick), www.antho-
nyphilipfi neart.com. 

MUSIC, “JOHANNESBURG — A 
SOUTH AFRICAN EXPERIENCE”: 
Bands Mumford and Sons and 
Gentlemen of the Road host per-
formances by South African artists, 
panel discussions, wine tastings, 
and fi lm screenings. Free. 6–10 pm. 
Okay Space (281 N. 7th St. between 
Meeker Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg), www.okaya-
frica.com. 

THEATER, “THE GREAT AMERICAN 
CASKET COMPANY”: An immersive 
theater experience about good lives 
and good deaths, set among the 
graves of Green-Wood Cemetery. 
$75. 7 pm. Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 210–
3080], www.green-wood.com. 

READING, 6X6 RELEASE PARTY: Ugly 
Duckling Presse releases issue 34 of 
poetry magazine 6x6 magazine, with 
readings by featured poets, a band, 
and beer. $5–$20. 7 pm. J+B Design 
Cafe (300 Seventh St. between be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope). 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: Smith 
Street Stage presents Shakespeare 
classic story of love, magic, and 
revenge, all set on a mysterious 
enchanted island. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Carroll Park (Smith Street at Carroll 
and street in Carroll Gardens), www.
smithstreetstage.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN EXPERIMENTAL 
SONG CARNIVAL: The second-
annual festival showcases a diverse 
line-up of musicians and song-writ-
ers who are tackling new defi nitions 
of song, ones that exist outside the 
commercial playlists. With Audrey 
Harrer, Borts Minorts, Brian Mc-
Corkle, Caitlin Baucom, and more. 
$10. 8 pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.
org. 

SAT, JUNE 18
MUSIC, BURGER BEACH BASH: Im-

mediately following the Mermaid 
Parade, Burger Records holds a 
music festival with dozens of bands. 
$15. 3–9 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

MUSIC, SUN RA ARKESTRA: Free. 
2–6 pm. Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.union-pool.
com. 

MUSIC, A JAZZ VESPER SERVICE: 
Devoe Street Baptist Church cel-
ebrates Father’s Day with an evening 
of gospel and jazz. $20. 5 pm. Devoe 
Street Baptist Church [140 Devoe 
St. between Graham and Manhat-
tan avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–5075]. 

THEATER, “THE THIRD COMING — 
MARX RETURNS!”: A one-man 
show by Jerry Levy about the life 
and afterlife of Karl Marx. $25. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Commons [388 At-
lantic Ave. between Hoyt and Bond 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 624–
5921], www.brooklynpeace.org. 

SPRING INTO SUMMER FESTIVAL: 
Arts and crafts, face painting, a 
beekeeping demo, ladybug release, 
and a performance by local band the 
Dad Beats. Free. 10 am–1 pm. South 
Brooklyn Children’s Garden (204 Co-
lumbia St. corner of Sackett Street in 
Carroll Gardens), www.southbrook-
lynchildrensgarden.com. 

WORLD-WIDE KNIT IN PUBLIC DAY: 
Hosted by the Brooklyn Knit & Cro-
chet Guild. $15 ($12 kids). 11 am–2 
pm. The Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

BIRD WATCHING: Families with kids 15 
and younger join a ranger and iden-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

THU, JUNE 23
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT: $20. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Keith “One Time” 
Thurman faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, NICK JONAS AND DEMI 

LOVATO: $40–$126. 7 pm.

SAT, JULY 9
MUSIC, NEW EDITION AND 

KENNY ‘BABYFACE’ ED-
MONDS: $59–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 21
SPORTS, ROC NATION SUMMER 

CLASSIC CHARITY BASKET-
BALL GAME: $16–$155. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, ONE AFRICA MUSIC 

FEST: With Wizkid, Davido, Di-
amond Platnumz, Stonebwoy, 
Flavour, and more. $65–$155. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 23
EVENT, TAPPED — THE ULTIMATE 

CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL: $42. 
12:30 pm and 5 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eroc Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Nick of time: The youngest of the Jonas Brothers is all grown 
up, and Nick Jonas will take the Barclays Center stage solo as 
part of his “Future Now” tour on July 8.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

H
e has focused on the parade. 

A photo exhibit opening in 
Boerum Hill on June 24 will show-

case two decades of costumed beauties 
from the annual Mermaid Parade in Co-
ney Island. The Carroll Gardens pho-
tographer behind “Coney Island Mer-
maids, 1996–2016,” says that his work 
— on display for the first time — dis-
plays the beauty of everyday people, 
and also captures the changing nature 
of the People’s Playground.

“The pictures are about the people, 
but in the background you can see Co-
ney Island changing,” said Luke Ra-
tray. “I really noticed that while edit-
ing — you can see buildings that don’t 
exist anymore. 

The new stores that crop up behind the 
saucy sirens in Ratray’s photos are a sign of 
soul-draining gentrification, he said.

“Now we’re looking at Applebee’s, and 
It’s Sugar, and these sites don’t hold any 
connection to the community at all,” he 
said. “It’s not that the dirt was better — it 
was better with the hand-painted signs, 
the pride they took in putting together 
their storefronts. That human touch is 
being cleaned away.”

Ratray, who started shooting pictures 
in the late ’70s, discovered the Coney 
Island Mermaid Parade in 1995, and 
was immediately enamored. He returned 
with his camera the next year, and ev-
ery year since then, snapping black-and-
white photos of the fascinating people 
at the parade. 

“It made an impression on me. It 
was beautiful, and it was scary,” said 
Ratray. 

He still shoots on film, preferring the 
connection that he can make with his sub-
jects without the pressure to check a digital 
display immediately after each shot. 

“There’s a better human interaction 
with film, than with digital — you can 
concentrate on your subject more,” said 
Ratray. 

Visitors to this year’s Mermaid Pa-
rade may spot Ratray shooting on Surf 
Avenue, getting a few last shots to com-
plete his exhibit. The artist says that he 
is drawn most to creative costumes and 
designs, and hopes his show will spark a 
creative bulb in its viewers and encour-
age them to explore Coney Island.

“I hope it will inspire more creativ-
ity. People can see what was done in 
the past, and that can give them ideas 
for their own pursuits,” said Ratray. “I 
want to bring attention to small busi-

nesses and the organization of Coney 
Island USA — they’re really the ones 
preserving the heritage.”

“Coney Island Mermaids, 1996–
2016” at Urban Folk Art Gallery [101 
Smith St. between Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 643–
1610, www.urbanfolkart.com]. Open-
ing reception June 24 at 7 pm. Exhibit 
open daily through July 24, noon–8:30 
pm. Free.

34th Annual Mermaid Parade (Surf 
Avenue from W. 21st Street to W. 10th 
Street, www.coneyisland.com). June 18 
at 1 pm. Free.

Sea his shots
20 years of Coney mermaids
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March in June: (Top) Marchers in 
the 1998 Mermaid Parade mug for 
Luke Ratray’s photograph, which 
also captures Nathan’s Famous 
in the background. (Above) A 
woman in a Cyclone hat poses in 
front of the Astro Tower and Cy-
clone rollercoaster in 2008.
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Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

WED, JUNE 22
PLATFORM — CREATIVE 

MUSINGS ON MASS 
TRANSIT: Artists and urban 
historians showcase their 
site-specifi c creative work, 
including live theater, art, 
storytelling, and puppetry. 
$15. 6 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/mu-
seum. 

EVENT, INNER BEAUTY PAG-
EANT: Twelve of New York 
City’s most warm-hearted 
oddballs compete for the 
title of Most Inner Beautiful 
of New York City. $7 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JUNE 23
FILM, “MAKING A KILLING — 

GUNS, GREED, AND THE 
NRA”: Public Advocate Tish 
James hosts a screening 
of the documentary. Free. 
6 pm. Old First Nursery 
School [729 Carroll St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–8300]. 

TALK, DEFYING GENDER 
NORMS IN FASHION: A 
panel of designers, mod-
els, and bloggers explore 
the intersection of gender, 
identity, and fashion. $10. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, DRUNK SCIENCE — IN-
FINITY: Intoxicated comedi-
ans compete to present the 
best scientifi c dissertation 
on the concept of “infi nity.” 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, STANDARD TIME: 
A new live comedy talk 
show hosted by comedi-
ans Gideon Hambright and 
Nasser Khan! Free. 8 pm. 
Pacifi c Standard [82 Fourth 
Ave. between Bergen 
Street and Wyckoff Place 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 858–
1951], www.pacifi cstandard-
brooklyn.com. 

FRI, JUNE 24
MUSIC, ¡CUBANISMO! RI-

CARDO LEMVO AND 
MAKINA LOCA:  Free. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “SONG OF MY-
SELF — THE WORDS OF 
WALT WHITMAN”: An 
immersive theatrical experi-
ence celebrating the writer’s 
poetry. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, PRIDE — A MEL-
ANIN MAGIC CELEBRA-
TION: Live music by DJs 
Unk da Boss, Boston Cherry, 
and Twelve45. With food, 
vendors, a photo booth, 
live art, and free HIV test-
ing. $15 ($10 in advance). 11 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, JUNE 25
DANCE, PHILADANCO: The 

African-American dance 
troupe performs as part of 
Bric’s Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Free. 8 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, DUALCORE, SCHAF-
FER THE DARKLORD, 
MIKAL KHILL: $13. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

ART, PUPPETRY ARTS FES-
TIVAL OF BROOKLYN: 
A kid-friendly celebration 
with puppet-making crafts, 
games, prizes, and special 
guests including Star Wars 
characters! Free. 11 am–3 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
www.tuffytiger.org. 

THEATER, “BOUNCE, THE 
BASKETBALL OPERA”: The 
story of Ike “The Flight” 
Harris, a high school basket-
ball star bound for stardom. 
Free. 6 pm. Paerdegat Park 
(East 40th St. at Farragut 
Road in East Flaltbush), 
www.ardeaarts.com/
bounce.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

BOARDWALK AT DENOS D. VOURDERIS PLACE (W. 12TH ST.) CONEY ISLAND (718) 372-2592 • WONDERWHEEL.COM

LIFETIME PASS FOR FREE RIDES
ON DENO’S WONDER WHEEL
Plus a gift bag featuring Deno’s Wonder Wheel merchandise

ENTER TO WIN A

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Lifetime Pass is non-transferable and
entitles the contest winner whose name appears on the front
unlimited rides with one guest on Deno’s Wonder Wheel for Life.

Home of NYC Landmark
Wonder Wheel, Since 1920
NYC’s Best Kiddie Park 
& Major Thrill Rides
Free Admission, Picnic Area 
& Famous Famiglia Pizzeria
Over 30 Million Riders
Group Outings Welcome
Incredible Views of the Beach,
Boardwalk & NYC Skyline
Now Serving Nathan's 
Hot Dogs and Fries!

To enter, visit: BrooklynDaily.com/WonderWheel

most rare birds that Wolf has 
ever spotted in the Park.

“A  painted bunting , which 
was an extreme rarity,” said 
Wolf. “It was in Prospect 
Park for two months, which 
I’ve never seen in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. It likes the fresh 
water.”

Prospect Park Lake (enter 
at Park Circle between Pros-
pect Park Southwest and 
Parkside Avenue in Windsor 
Terrace, www.prospectpark.
org). 

Green-Wood 
Cemetery 

This peaceful cemetery in 
Greenwood Heights, just a few 
minutes from Prospect Park 
as the crow flies, is home to 
a colony of monk parakeets, 
who nest in the entryway.

The small, bright-green 
parrots have created a breed-
ing population there and 
can regularly be seen flying 
around, said Wolf. 

“It’s a reliable place to see 

them,” she said. 
In the late winter, the cem-

etery is also a reliable spot to 
find the American woodcock, 
said Wolf. 

“Green-Wood has a lot 
of great habitats for them,” 
she said.

Green-Wood Cemetery 
entrance [500 25th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080, 
www.green-wood.com].

Plumb Beach
Head down south to Plumb 

Beach, where land meets the 
north shore of the Rockaway 
Inlet — perfect for some shore 
bird sightings and other wild 
species, said Wolf. 

“It’s a good place for birds, 
a lot of rarities have been 
showing up there,” she said. 
“For ducks in the winter that’s 
a great spot as well.”

Wolf once spotted a rare 
northern wheatear in Plumb 
Beach after an  eBird alert  — 
an online checklist for bird ob-
servations — told her to hustle 
down to the seaside spot. 

Plumb Beach, off Exit 
Nine on the Belt Parkway in 
Gerritsen Beach.

tify birds in the park. Free. 
1 to 2pm and 3 to 4 pm. 
North end of Esplanade 
(East Drive and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

READING, “SO CLOSE” 
BOOK RELEASE PARTY: 
Emma McLaughlin and Ni-
cola Kraus, authors of the 
best-selling “The Nanny 
Diaries,” launch their lat-
est book. Free. 4 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

ART, “OF THE PEOPLE” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of video, pho-
tography, painting, and 
sculpture that responds 
to the current presidential 
election. Free. 5–8 pm. 
Smack Mellon [92 Plym-
outh St. at Washington 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
834–8761], www.smack-
mellon.org. 

SUN, JUNE 19
MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 

MARKET AND FLEA: A 
fashion, art and design 
market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

HAITIAN FLAVOR X 
BROOKLYN FLOW: A 
unique culinary experience 
presenting the diversity of 
Haitian fare to New York 
City. With live music by Val 
Jeanty. $35. 2 pm. Berg’n 
[899 Bergen St. between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(347) 565–4429], www.
haiticulturalx.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. TRI-CITY 
VALLEY CATS: Starting 
at $10. 4 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brook-
lyncyclones.com. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, 
June 17. 

MON, JUNE 20
MUSIC, “SIZZLING SUM-

MER SOLSTICE CER-
EMONY”: Urban shaman 
Mama Donna Henes holds 
her 41st annual celebration 
of the Summer Solstice. 
Bring kids, dogs, drums, 
and lots of spirit. Free. 
6 pm. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between 
Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope).  

MUSIC, THREE PILL MORN-
ING: $15 ($12 in advance). 
7 pm. Black Bear Bar 

[70 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues 
in Williamsburg, (917) 538–
8399], www.blackbearbk.
com. 

READING, “YOUR BAND 
SUCKS”: Jon Fine cel-
ebrates the release of his 
new memoir that charts 
30 years of American indie 
rock. Free. 7 pm. Saint 
Vitus Bar (1120 Manhat-
tan Ave. at Clay Street in 
Greenpoint), www.saintvi-
tusbar.com. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by 
Ophira Eisenberg, this 
rambunctious hour blends 
brainteasers and local pub 
trivia night with comedy 
and music. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, WHITESNAKE: 
Starting at $42. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, REFUGEE ORCHES-
TRA: On World Refugee 
Day, conductor and refu-
gee Lidiya Yankovskaya 
and other refugee musi-
cians perform a free bene-
fi t concert. Free; donations 
welcome. 8 pm. St. Ann 
& the Holy Trinity Church 
(157 Montague St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.refugeeor-
chestraproject.org. 

TUES, JUNE 21
POP UP AQUARIUM: Join 

NYC Parks and the NY 
Aquarium for a Pop Up 
Aquarium experience in 
your neighborhood park! 
Free. 4 pm to 6 m. Stern-
berg Park [Leonard St. and 
Boerum Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 965–8928], 
nycgovparks.org. 

ART, “FAKE IT ‘TIL YOU 
MAKE IT” OPEN STU-
DIOS: A hybrid perfor-
mance about authenticity, 
along with open tours of 
the art group’s studios. 
Free. 6:30 pm. New 
York Arts Residency and 
Studios [201 46th St. at 
Second Avenue; Fourth 
Floor in Sunset Park, (718) 
768–2765], www.narsfoun-
dation.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BRAN-
DENBURGERS: Free. 7 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

READING, AN EVENING 
WITH SHE WRITES 
PRESS: Kamy Wicoff mod-
erates an evening of panel 
discussions and readings 
by the publisher’s writ-
ers. Followed by a wine 
reception. Free. 7:30–9 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
omorrow! Tomorrow! 
She’ll take office — to-
morrow!

A Prospect Lefferts Gar-
den dance school will stage 
its own version of the classic 
Broadway musical “Annie” 
— one in which the curly-
headed star grows up to be 
the first black woman pres-
ident. The director of “An-
nie Abundantly!” hopes the 
June 26 performance will en-
courage the audience and the 
dancers to dream big.

“I’m hoping that people will 
be inspired,” said Karisma Jay, 
who grew up in Clinton Hill. 
“Right now it feels really great 
to be a woman of color and to 
be inspiring little women of 
color to just imagine. Because 
what would be wrong with a 
woman president?” 

Jay, who founded the Abun-
Dance Academy in 2013, was 
a big fan of “Annie” growing 
up, but wondered what hap-
pened to the lovable orphan 
once she got older. Inspired 
by some of today’s leading 
political ladies, Jay dreamt 
up her own finale.

“With all of the buzz 
around Hillary Clinton and 
Michelle Obama I came up 
with the idea that Annie is 
the next president-elect,” 
she said.

The one-night perfor-
mance at the Kings The-
atre will feature 120 danc-

ers, showing off hip-hop, 
jazz, tap, and ballet moves 
to Jay’s pre-recorded narra-
tion and music. The show has 
all the hits from the original 
score — including “It’s the 
Hard-Knock Life” and “To-
morrow,” but Jay added her 
own touches to the storyline. 
The girls from the orphan-
age go to artsy events such 
as “Swan Lake” at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, and 
the show ends with a West 
Indian Day Parade-themed 
carnival at the mansion of 
Daddy Warbucks.

Jay started AbunDance to 
help students of color hone 
their dance talents and ex-
plore their passion for get-
ting down, and has expanded 
its program to senior centers 
around Brooklyn. The show 
will feature students from 
ages 3 to 85, with two danc-
ers taking on the role of An-
nie — one as a kid, and the 
other as an adult commander-
in-chief.

“Annie Abundantly!” at 
Kings Theatre [1027 Flatbush 
Ave. at Tilden Avenue in Flat-
bush, www.abundancearts.
org, (347) 788–1069]. June 
26 at 6 pm. $45.

President Annie
Dancers give orphan promotion

Dancing queens: The cast of “Annie Abundantly” 
practices for its debut at Kings Theatre on June 26.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

He’s hoping for a Holly-
wood ending.

The owner of an imper-
iled Gowanus film studio is 
making a last-ditch plea to 
the DeBlasio administration 
to spare his soundstage from 
the wrecking ball, after the 
Feds last Thursday signed off 
on the city’s plan to seize the 
property for use in the Canal 
cleanup effort. 

If the city really cares about 
the $9-billion local film indus-
try it is so fond on touting, he 
said, DeBlasio and film czar 
Julie Menin will step in and 
call “cut.”

“We’ve heard a lot of re-
cent talk from Commissioner 
Menin about the importance 
of the local film industry, and 
now it’s time to see some ac-
tion,” said Scott Levy, who 
is the owner of Eastern Ef-
fects on Nevins Street between 
DeGraw and Sackett streets. 
“Here’s a golden opportunity 
for her to do the right thing and 
save one of her own.” 

Levy has been  leading a 
campaign to save his studio  
— best known as where ca-
ble network FX films its Cold 
War spy drama “The Amer-
icans” — since last month, 
 when he learned of the city’s 
plan to take it via eminent do-
main  and use it as a work site 

Lights, camera, extraction
Feds okay plan to seize fi lm studio for Canal cleanup

Eastern Effects owner Scott Levy is trying to con-
vince the city not to sieze his studio during the 
Gownaus Canal cleanup.
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for a giant sewage tank it is 
building on an adjacent lot 
over DeGraw Street.

Many residents, local pols, 
and Hollywood honchos 
joined his crusade, but the 
federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency — which is 
forcing the city to build the 
tank but letting it decide where 
to stick the thing — last week 

dealt a blow when it approved 
the proposal.

Levy has identified three 
other lots nearby he believes 
the city could use instead — 
two that are already vacant 
and one that has been on the 
market for years. 

But a city spokesman  told 
the New York Times  they 
aren’t ideal — it would have 

to shut parts of Nevins Street 
for years to use those sites, 
while using Eastern Effects 
only means closing a relatively 
quiet cul-de-sac at the end of 
DeGraw Street.

Levy claims his business 
would likely not survive the 
studio’s closure. He owns sev-
eral other properties along the 
Canal, but none are as large 
or lucrative as the lot in ques-
tion, and it would be difficult 
to find an appropriate replace-
ment, he claims. 

He has already pumped $5 
million into building the studio 
there and is only five years into 
a 20-year lease on the property, 
but won’t get any compensa-
tion if the city takes it from 
the landlord, he says. 

A spokesman for the city’s 
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection said it is con-
tinuing to look at all alterna-
tive sites and is in talks with 
Eastern Effects, but refused 
to say whether there is any 
chance it will actually change 
its mind.

If it does, though, the Feds 
say they are also happy to sign 
off on a different site.

“EPA would be supportive 
of such approaches and would 
work closely with NYC to re-
alize them,” the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency wrote 
in  its response  to the influx 
of public comments. 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The owner of embattled 
Park Slope old folks’ home 
Prospect Park Residence 
may lose his tony park-side 
property now that his credi-
tors have come calling.

Owner Haysha Deitsch — 
 who recently settled a lawsuit 
for $3.35 million  with tenants 
he tried to  evict  in 2014 so 

he could  sell the building for 
$76 million  — has defaulted 
on the $33.4 million mort-
gage he took out to buy the 
nine-story building in 2006, 
and now a real-estate inves-
tor operating under the name 
Prospect Park Holder has pur-
chased the debt and is fore-
closing on the property, court 
documents reveal.

Deitsch’s attorney Frank 

Arrears end
Prospect Park Residence 
owner faces foreclosure

Carone said he plans on fil-
ing a motion to dismiss the 
suit, but won’t say on what ba-
sis until he has done so.

But Deitsch isn’t the 
only one with something at 
stake.

A foreclosure would erase 
 $10 million in liens that courts 
have placed on the property  
as part of ongoing wrongful 
death suits filed by the fami-
lies of seniors who died in the 
nursing home — effectively 
setting aside money to make 
sure they get paid if they win 
— and now their lawyer is 
worried the home could wrig-
gle out of paying.

“It means my clients might 
not get paid,” said attorney John 
O’Hara, who has seven wrong-

ful death suits pending against 
Prospect Park Residence. “That 
was the whole point of the or-
der of attachment.”

Prospect Park Holder’s law-
yer said he wasn’t allowed to 
name the actual firm behind 
the holding company that now 
owns Deitsch’s debt, but de-
scribed it as “an institutional 
real-estate fund.” 

Court documents name 
Prospect Park Holder’s man-
ager as Brian Shatz — the 
same name as a founder of 
Manhattan real-estate man-
agement firm Madison Realty 
Capital, and Carone said he 
has seen that company’s name 
on court documents.  

Shatz did not return re-
quests for comment.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Borough Hall is getting a 
big hug in the wake of the 
Orlando massacre.

Borough President Adams 
is wrapping the entirety of the 
People’s House in the colors of 
the rainbow flag to commem-
orate the 49 people shot dead 
at a gay nightclub on Sunday, 
and is inviting Kings County 
residents to pen messages on 
the fabric as a way to both ex-
press their grief and solidar-
ity with the borough’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer community. 

“It sends a message to the 
LGBTQ community that 
we’re all united at this time,” 
he said. “What I’ve learned 
is that when you have a trag-
edy, people need a way of ex-
pressing their pain.”

People can participate in 
the project by stopping by 
tables outside Borough Hall 
draped in the colorful cloth 
and writing down their own 
thoughts.

Once the more than 800 
feet of material — nearly three 
football fields in length — 
is full, Borough Hall staff-
ers will connect the swatches 
and wrap them around the cir-
cumference of the building, 

Beep to wrap it in rainbow, tributes to Orlando deaths

Tribute at Borough Hall

Borough President Adams leaves a message of 
peace and unity on fabric that he will wrap around 
Borough Hall as a memorial to the Orlando massa-
cre victims.
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By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

Two Windsor Terrace 
brothers are preparing to face 
off in the Pinewood Derby 
World Championship later 
this month, in what is shap-
ing up to be the greatest ri-
valry in car racing since Niki 
Lauda and James Hunt in the 
1976 Formula One season. 

Siblings Adam Bueno, 10, 
and Marcus Bueno, 8, are 
among 250 Cub Scouts na-
tionwide who qualified for the 
prestigious tournament tak-

ing place on July 25, and those 
closest to them say the com-
petition between the two is 
already growing fierce.

“They’re pretty compet-
itive with each other,” said 
mom Crystal Bueno. 

It is common for brothers to 
compete against each other in 
pack-level pinewood derbies 
— a cherished cub scouting 
tradition in which kids fashion 
small racing cars out of wood 
— according to a spokesman 
for the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. But two members of the 

same family qualifying for 
the World Championship is 
such a rare feat that there must 
be something special in the 
Bueno blood. 

“To make it means they’re 
one of the best in the state, 
and some of the top 250 in 
the country,” said Cameron 
Hayes, a public relations rep 
for the youth organization.

The Bueno brothers, both 
students at PS 130, dedi-
cated many hours to de-
signing, building, and per-
fecting their racers — with 

a little help from their mom 
and Cubmaster.

Marcus Bueno, a Webe-
los Scout, themed his car 
for cartoon character Woody 
Woodpecker, and he thinks 
the character could give him 
the winning edge — although 
he acknowledges Woody can 
be pretty unpredictable.

“Woody Woodpecker is 
a bit of a trickster,” he said. 
“Sometimes he wins, some-
times he loses.”

Adam, a Bear Scout, 
shaped his like an arrow  — 

Cub your enthusiasm
Windsor Terrace brothers to face off in Pinewood Derby

Pinewood Derby World Championship competitors 
— and brothers — Marcus and Adam Bueno are 
ready to roll with cars they made with their mother 
Crystal’s help.
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both because he likes archery 
and because arrows move 
quickly, he said. 

“My car is an arrow be-
cause arrows are fast and 
they’re pretty quick,” he 
said.

The boys and their cars had 
to battle it out in both their 
pack contest and a Brook-
lyn-wide trial to qualify — 
a nerve-wracking experi-
ence, they said, but one that 
has boosted their confidence 
for the big race to come. 

“My favorite part was win-
ning,” said Adam Bueno. 
“Next thing you know — 
you’re in the champion-
ship.”

Crystal Bueno said the boys 
are real chips off the old block 
— she was a Girl Guide, the 
Canadian equivalent of a Girl 

Scout, growing up in Nova 
Scotia, and the tradition dates 
back even further in her fam-
ily’s history. 

She says scouting has gives 
her sons a chance to meet new 
people and develop new skills 
they might not otherwise get 
growing up in the city.

“They’re getting to try a 
lot of new things that they 
wouldn’t be able to do in an 
urban environment like pin-
ewood derbies, learning to 
cook outdoors, marching in 
parades,” she said.

The Pinewood Derby 
World Championship at 
Times Square [Broadway 
between W. 43rd and 44th 
streets in Manhattan, (212) 
242–1100, www.bsa-gnyc.
org]. June 25 from 9 am to 3 
pm. Free, but RSVP online.

and every person lost to bul-
lets and bloodshed.” 

The gunman killed two 
Brooklynites during the mas-
sacre, including  social worker 
Enrique Rios  and Brenda Mc-
Cool,  who reportedly died 
while shielding her son . 

One Kings County resident 
said the memorial warmed his 
heart. 

“It’s about love, we have 
to support one another,” said 
Flatbush man Gary Jeffer-
son. “I’m happy that some-
thing like this memorial is 
possible.” 

Another woman said the at-
tack left her at a loss for words, 
but the tribute gave her a way 
to express her sadness. 

“We’re a country that 
prides itself on including peo-
ple and it’s just a horrible act 
of violence against people who 
are having fun,” said Helene 
Hovanec, who lives in Brook-
lyn Heights. “It’s beyond sad, 
I don’t know how to express 
it. I don’t have the words to 
express it.” 

The project could take days 
to complete, according to a 
Borough Hall spokesman. The 
Beep is planning to unveil the 
colorful facade by reading out 
the flag’s messages at a fu-
ture event.

creating a rainbow. 
On Tuesday, residents 

stopped by to write the first 
messages, including “love is 
love” and demands for tighter 

gun laws. 
“May this be an end to 

senseless gun violence,” wrote 
one person. “May we never 
forget the victims of Orlando 

By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

These bikers are blazing 
a trail to save lives.

Hundreds of motorcy-
clists rode from Greenpoint 
to Long Island and back again 
on June 11 to raise awareness 
for adrenoleukodystrophy — 
a rare, deadly brain disorder 
that took the life of a young 
Brooklyn boy.

Greenpoint custom bike 
shop Indian Larry Motorcy-
cles owners Elisa and Bobby 
Seeger, whose then 7-year-old 

son Aidan died of the disease 
in 2012, created the annual 
ride to raise money to treat 
and cure the disease that af-
fects one in 17,000 people — 
mostly boys and men — and 
support affected families. 

They also successfully con-
vinced state lawmakers to pass 
“Aidan’s Law” in March 2013, 
which mandates that all new-
borns are screened for adreno-
leukodystrophy — the same 
disease depicted in the 1992 
film “Lorenzo’s Oil.” 

Roar emotion
Bikers rally for awareness 
of deadly brain disease

Nicholas and Matthew Hunter prepare for Aid-
an’s Ride with Elisa Seeger. Matthew is the first 
boy diagnosed with the rare disease since New 
York state passed Aidan’s Law in 2013.
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I don’t quite know how to 
talk to my kids about who 
their “people” are. 
I want to tell them, “your 

people are all people.” 
I really believe that. What 

I love about Brooklyn is how 
people feel they can come 
here and be who they want to 
be, no matter where they’re 
from. I see the Statue of Lib-
erty holding her torch high 
and I get the chills. Every 
day in New York I encoun-
ter old friends or meet new 
ones for whom the lure of 
“Coming to America” is a 
very real phenomenon. They 
traveled here from Yemen or 
Spain, from the Caribbean 
or Ecuador. Not that it is al-
ways easy or fair for all peo-
ples, but they come here with 
hope, and they are, relatively 
speaking, free to avail them-
selves of the opportunities 
that exist here.  

I guess that is why the cur-
rent political climate makes 
me sick, why hearing about 

the hatred of our would-be 
leaders toward specific groups 
is so shocking, why reading 
about the shooting of so many 
finally-freely gay people is 
heartbreaking. 

I don’t say to my kids that 
they are Jewish, or point out 
other Jews. My friends are 
as likely to be from some-
place else as they are to be 
American. My kids are quite 
used to receiving kisses on 
both cheeks from our Euro-
pean friends. A recent party 
at a friend’s place felt like the 
United Nations, with people 
from Australia and Scot-
land and Ireland and Spain 
and Poland and France and 

Cuba and Japan and all parts 
of America. 

I barely even register the 
accents of friends that once 
seemed so foreign. I don’t balk 
at the unique names of kids at 
the school where I do my arts 
program in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. I am so comfortable be-
ing around different kinds of 
people who make different 
kinds of choices that it’s hard 
to imagine that people could 
feel otherwise. 

But I hear that they do. I 
hear through the rumor mill 
that there are people in our 
midst who are not very sports-
manlike, who are not about 
communicating and collab-

orating for the best outcome 
for all. 

How come, I wonder. I 
think, “I wonder why it is 
that people would really be-
lieve that they are better than 
other people.” I guess I sound 
stupid, Forrest Gump stupid, 
or Chauncy Gardner stupid. 
Simple, and ignorant of all 
the ridiculous reasons peo-
ple create to hate and fear 
others.

I want my kids to feel a 
sense of belonging, but I want 
it to be belonging to a diverse 
community, to people who are 
free to wear what they want, 
eat what they want, and do 
what they want without fear of 
censure from the group. 

The other night I went to 
the White Party in Prospect 
Park. In Marshall’s at the At-
lantic Center, buying some 
white clothing for my hus-
band, I told the black sales-
girl that my son had called 
the party racist and suggested 
it would be “only white peo-

ple.” I think maybe he had 
tsk tsked when he said it. She 
laughed. 

Anyway, his fears that the 
event would only represent a 
certain group of Brooklynites 
were quickly allayed. Never 
have I seen such a mix of 
black and white at a party. The 
dance floor was filled with 
smiling people of all kinds, 
people complimenting each 
other on their beautiful white 
outfits, on the tables they had 
decorated so proudly and el-
egantly. Commonalities were 
what people had in mind, not 
differences. 

Nights like that make me 
so happy. I remember why I 
came here to this borough, to 
this place where there is so 
much possibility for mixing 
with other type of people. I tell 
my kids they are New York-
ers, they are Brooklynites, 
and they watch as we gather 
with people of all kinds, try-
ing with all our power to think 
of no one as “other.”

Them and us are all the same
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Solomon Feuerwerker 
grew up as an alien. Not 
“alien” as in “illegal im-

migrant.” Alien as in someone 
from another planet.

That planet was Williams-
burg, Brooklyn.

While many people in Wil-
liamsburg lead lives most of 
us can relate to, Solomon was 
the youngest of 11 children in 
an ulta-Orthodox Jewish fam-
ily. The religious sect he grew 
up in, a group called the Sat-
mar Hasidim, believes in large 
families and distrusts the mod-
ern world. Members wear dis-
tinctive clothing — the men 
are in black suits, white shirts, 
and side curls — and speak 
Yiddish. They do not mingle 
with outsiders. They do not 
watch any media. Boys like 
Solomon go to sex-segregated 
schools and are forbidden to 
study almost anything other 
than religion. No non-Jewish 
studies beyond what a fourth or 
fifth grader would get at pub-
lic school. 

Which is why it is all the 
more remarkable that about a 
week ago, Solomon stood up 
in front of a crowd of 300 and 
announced that he had been 
accepted to medical school.

The crowd went wild. This 
was the annual downtown gala 
sponsored by Footsteps, the 
organization that helped Sol-
omon and hundreds of others 
find their way out of ultra-Or-
thodoxy to lead lives of their 
choosing. Footsteps is not an-
ti-religion, it is pro-freedom. 
Its slogan is “Your life, your 
journey, your choice.”

“Our core value is choice,” 
says Lani Santo, the executive 
director. “We really help peo-
ple think through the conse-
quences of their various de-
cisions.” 

Because people leaving 
ultra-Orthodoxy are often 
shunned by the community 
they left behind, including 
their own families, Footsteps 
provides counseling, practi-
cal help, and a home base for 

those who lose their entire sup-
port system. 

The gala was organized to 
celebrate the milestones in the 
lives of Footsteps participants, 
since few had family mem-
bers to cheer them on. Instead, 
the audience of Footsteps sup-
porters whooped for a member 
who just got her first tech job, 
and another who just became 
an Uber driver. Several mem-
bers had become engaged, pro-
voking joyous applause. Then 
Solomon took the stage as the 
evening’s keynote, and the au-
dience sat in stunned silence 
as he told his story.

“You need to understand 
just how insane it is for me to 

be here,” the 26-year-old man 
began. “I grew up in a typically 
sized family in Williamsburg: 
I have 10 siblings. Exposure 
to the mainstream world is al-
most non-existent. Some peo-
ple say I’m an immigrant in 
my own country, but I prefer 
‘alien.’ An immigrant might 
know about science and his-
tory and politics — an alien 
doesn’t. An immigrant has read 
books and watched television 
— an alien hasn’t. An immi-
grant has spoken to people of 
the opposite sex without feel-
ing like the world is about to 
end. An immigrant might be 
culturally unaware, but at the 
same time be an informed cit-

izen of the world. An alien is 
just an alien and let me tell you, 
if an alien is going to success-
fully transition to immigrant, 
they need Footsteps.”

Solomon heard about Foot-
steps through the grapevine 
as a teen. By then he’d al-
ready been sneaking off to 
the DVD store in the Puerto 
Rican part of his neighbor-
hood and voraciously renting 
action flicks. These taught him 
colloquial English, and gave 
him direction: He wanted to 
be a cop, just like the guys in 
the movies. But then he went 
on a tour of Hunter College 
sponsored by Footsteps and 
his life changed. 

Classes in art and sociol-
ogy! Laboratories! Students of 
every stripe talking, studying, 
laughing together. Footsteps 
was founded by a Hunter stu-
dent, Malkie Schwartz, who’d 
made her way out of ultra-Or-
thodoxy and wanted to help 
others who chose that path. 
Solomon enrolled — and im-

mediately floundered.
He had to make up for lost 

time and, at first, he couldn’t. 
He was in danger of failing, but 
reached out for help. And by 
the next year, he rose to the top 
of his class in chemistry.

He continued to climb, 
getting As in his coursework 
while working part time, and 
becoming a mentor to others 
following in his, well, foot-
steps. He began volunteering 
at Morgan Stanley Children’s 
Hospital and doing genetics 
research.

And last year, he did it. He 
graduated with a degree in so-
ciology. 

Now Solomon is heading to 
Sidney Kimmel Medical Col-
lege at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity in Philadelphia. Yes, 
he will be an immigrant from 
New York. 

But not an alien. 
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and founder 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

An ‘alien’ living in our own backyard

By Lenore Skenazy
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