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Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

What a disconnect.
Mayor DeBlasio is compromis-

ing the age-old charm of Brook-
lyn’s historic districts by install-
ing flashy, advertising-heavy wifi 
kiosks in the old timey neighbor-
hoods, say local homeowners and 
preservationists. 

“They’re very modern, it does 
disrupt the streetscape,” said Sim-
eon Bankoff, head of preserva-
tionist group the Historic Districts 
Council. “There doesn’t seem to 
be any concession whatsoever to 
the historic streetscape.” 

The city is replacing old phone 
booths around the five boroughs 
with 7,500 so-called Link NYC 
stations, which beam out free in-
ternet, and sport charging stations 
and screens for phone calls and 
web browsing — including five 
in the Brooklyn Heights Historic 
District, four in the Cobble Hill 
district, and two in the Clinton 
Hill district, which should start 
popping up any day now.

Each station will stand at 9.5 
feet tall — a little shorter than 
the height of a basketball hoop. 
Those on commercial strips will 
have 55-inch screens on either side 
playing ads, while those on resi-
dential streets will be blank.

The city doesn’t actually own 
or operate the booths. A Google-
backed company is running the 

GRID SCHLOCK
Historic district residents cringe at fl ashy new wifi  kiosks

city selling out their neighbor-
hood aesthetics than their brows-
ing patterns.

“I think what’s driving this pro-
gram is the revenue that it’s going 
to generate for the company and 
the city,” said Peter Bray, exec-
utive director of civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Association. 

The critics acknowledge that 
the phone booths they are replac-
ing are also modern and adorned 
with ads, but argue the animated 
video displays will be far more 
in-your-face.

“There are going to be adver-
tisements, so it will be changing 
regularly,” said Bankoff. “It be-
comes a visual distraction — not 
like when you had an old phone 
booth where it had just a movie 
poster on it.”

The city has made an effort to 
minimize the impact of the mod-
ern doodads in the landmarked 
locations. The kiosks must be in-
stalled at least 100 feet away from 
each other, can’t go on historic 
pavement or in front of individual 
landmarks, and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission — the 
body that approves new struc-
tures in the protected areas — 
will get to okay any future ki-
osks beyond those replacing the 
phone booths.

But the fans of the antique areas 
say that still isn’t enough.

Bray’s group, Bankoff’s group, 

Brooklyn’s historic streets will soon sport these ad-playing 
Link NYC boxes — as modeled here by the outer borough 
of Manhattan.
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and representatives from other 
similar outfits aired their objec-
tions to the Commission at a pub-
lic hearing on the structures in 
May, but the agency okayed them 
anyway.

And city officials say the 
agency knows best.

“[It’s] important to note that 
this furniture, like other street 
furniture, is approved by the LPC. 
They made the determinations,” 
said Maya Worman, a spokesper-
son for the Department of Infor-
mation Technology, emphasizing 
that booths on residential streets 
won’t sport ads.

Council members did not get 
to vote on the plan, because they 
don’t get a say over phone booths. 
Instead, the Franchise and Re-
view Concessions Committee 
— a panel including DeBlasio, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, and 
the five borough presidents shar-
ing one vote — gave its tick of 
approval.

And it is no wonder, said one 
historic-district resident — the 
city knows those areas are highly 
desirable real-estate for advertis-
ers.

“The kiosks are for the benefit 
of the advertisers, who want to go 
into the historic districts because 
that’s where the money lives,” said 
Schellie Hagan, who lives in the 
Clinton Hill Historic District. “If 
the kiosk has just told you in big 
electronic print you’re at the cor-
ner of Greene and Clinton, will 
the directions also include list-
ings by Corcoran for house sales 
at $3 million and up?”

Workers were supposed to in-
stall the kiosks in Brooklyn by the 
end of July, but the project has 
run into delays due to the Veri-
zon worker strike, according to 
a Link NYC spokeswoman. The 
boxes will be up and running in 
the next few months, she said. 

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Time to get the L outta Wil-
liamsburg!

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority will shut the Hurri-
cane Sandy-ravaged L train tun-
nel to Manhattan for 18 months of 
repairs starting in January 2019, 
the agency announced on Mon-
day, and local straphangers are 
already packing their bags for 
greener subway lines.

“It’s something that will moti-
vate me to likely leave Williams-
burg,” said Haley Garofalo, who 
rents off the Lorimer Street stop, 
and says her roommates are also 
eying an exit. “I know people who 
have already started leaving, mov-
ing to Fort Greene.”

The transit agency had been  de-
ciding between the year-and-a-half 
full closure or a three-year partial 
shutter  that would have reduced 
service between the boroughs by 
75 percent, and announced its fi-
nal choice after months of  meet-

Escape from W’burg! 
Residents plan exit as L-train closure details announced

ings with anxious locals  — the ma-
jority of whom favored the faster 
option, according to  a survey  by 
rider advocacy group Riders Al-
liance.

Garofalo said she does think the 

full closure was the best choice — 
she just doesn’t want to be around 
to endure it. In addition to visiting 
Manhattan in her spare time, she 
takes the J and Z line to work ev-
ery day, and fears they’ll be over-

flowing with many of the 225,000 
straphangers who currently tra-
verse the L tube every day.

“It is already crowded and 
I can only imagine how much 
more crowded it will get,” she said. 
“I’m not looking forward to that 
— commuting in New York al-
ready stinks.”

 Transit officials do plan on 
easing the blow  by running more 
trains on the J, M, and G lines, 

RIVER OF TEARS

See L TRAIN  on page 4

Rebel bases loaded
Jedi and Sith stormed the Brooklyn Cyclones’ — make that the Clones’ — annual Star 
Wars night at MCU Park on July 23, using the Force to help the team take a 7–2 win over 
the Aberdeen IronBirds. Read more on page 12.
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Straphangers leave the Bedford Avenue L train station — 
maybe for good?
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a pipe dream. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is clos-

ing its popular pool at the end of 
this summer, and park officials 
say the only chance of replacing 
it is a fanciful plan to build a pri-
vately funded floating swimming 
hole in the East River that is years 
and millions of dollars from being 
a reality. But even if it does come 
to fruition, locals say it will be no 
replacement for the beloved fam-
ily-friendly paddling pool and its 
adjacent sandy play area.

“It’s wack,” said Fort Greene 
dad Kevin Cummings, who takes 
his 7-year-old son to the pool at 
least twice a week. “It’s not kid-
friendly — this is better for the kids 
because you’ve got the sand beach 
here where kids can play.”

 Area parents recently mounted a 
campaign  demanding the park keep 
the so-called “pop-up” pool,  which 
has been open every summer near 
Pier 2 since 2012 , but park honchos 
say it was never meant to be a per-
manent fixture and they can’t afford 
to keep it up and running.

Instead, they’re filling the space 
with more greenery, and are gun-
ning to bring a private project called 
+Pool to the park’s shores —  a Man-
hattan design firm’s dream  of build-
ing an Olympic-sized swimming 
space in the shape of a plus sign 
that would use filtered water from 
the murky waterway.

“We are preparing to move 
ahead with expansion of park-
land at this site,” said park presi-
dent Regina Myer in a letter to lo-
cal politicians who had fought to 
keep the swimming facility. “The 

budget does not including funding 
for a permanent pool. We believe 
that a floating pool is the most fea-
sible means of providing a swim-
ming pool at BBP.”

But the +Pool people say they 
have only raised $1 million of the 
$20 million they need to create 
their buoyant public bath, and it 
would take two years to actually 
build it. 

If and when they do make it, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is only one 
of nine sites they are considering 
— it may go near the new water-
front Domino sugar factory de-
velopment in Williamsburg or off 
Transmitter Park in Greenpoint, 
according to +Pool spokeswoman 
Kara Meyer.

Myer said Brooklyn Bridge 
Park — which hosted a state-
funded pool on a barge in 2007 

— would still happily house a dif-
ferent floating pool, though the 
funding wouldn’t come out of 
park coffers.

It applied to build a dock to 
moor such a facility in 2010,  but 
at the time admitted  it didn’t have 
the $5–10 million it would need 
just to build that.

One local pol said he is on board 
with the whimsical floating pool 
idea and finding money for it, but 
in the meantime, the park needs 
to find a way to keep the pop-up 
pool running so residents aren’t 
left high and dry.

“It’s critical that the pop-up pool 
not be eliminated in the interim,” 
said state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights). “I’ll keep 
pushing … to maintain the pop-up 
pool and bring a permanent pool 
to the park.”

Parents: Bridge Park’s fl oating pool plan doesn’t hold water

The +Pool dream — which still needs another $19 million to become a reality.
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Swimming against the tide

The new wifi kiosks will replace phone booths in historic 
districts — like this one at Montague and Henry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights.
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entire thing, and will give the city 
some ad revenue — a fact that has 
riled up internet-freedom activ-
ists who say it is little more than 
a massive ad network, harvest-

ing user data for a private com-
pany so it can sell targeted com-
mercials.

But the brownstone boosters 
are more concerned with the 
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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Disclaimer: This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not 

necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such 

information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or 

ownership. This program is an equal opportunity employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

CEWD

718-368-4637

 

www.cewdkbcc.com

 

Dreams 
Careers 
Begin Here
We prepare YOU for 
employment and career 
����������	
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of Culinary Arts, Maritime 
Technology, and Health Care. 

Our low-cost training programs help you 
get on the path to your dreams and a 
great career. ���������	
��������	��	
�	���
required! No student loans to repay! 

�

#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

He would like to report two 
crimes against fashion!

Global couture chain Zara 
plagiarized designs from a 
Williamsburg artist, the cre-
ative type claims — and it 
didn’t even do a good job!

“Their copy of my art is ob-
vious, but the actual quality is 
so bad that it’s laughable,” said 
Adam J Kurtz, an author and 
artist who sells pins, T-shirts, 
and tote bags online. 

A Twitter tipster in June 
first let Kurtz know that Ber-
shka — a sister store to Euro-
pean fast fashion juggernaut 
Zara,  which is opening its first 
Brooklyn outpost in Marine 
Park this year  — had some 
pins that were suspiciously 
similar to his, including one 
of a plastic bag with “thank 
you” written on it and a yel-
low button that says “I’d much 
rather be with you” and looks 
just like one of his reading “I’d 
much rather be sleeping.” 

He e-mailed the company 
several times, and it eventu-
ally took the listing off its on-
line store, he says — and that 
might have been the end of 
it, had another graphic design 
pal of his not found an entire 
knock-off-bling ring. 

Artist Tuesday Bassen 
 discovered a whole swathe 
of brooches  on Zara’s web-
site she said were direct copies 
of hers and tweeted it out to the 
world, and other artists then 
started rooting around its cat-

BLING STING!
Williamsburg artist: Zara ripped off my 
jewelry — and did a really terrible job!

Designs and concepts do 
sometimes colonize the ar-
tistic hive mind, he acknowl-
edges, but when that many art-
ists can point to such close 
approximations of their work, 
it is no mistake.

“It’s very clear that this 
isn’t human error,” Kurtz said. 
“This was an intentional strat-
egy to steal art from indepen-
dent artists abroad who might 
never see it or know how to 
fight it.”

Bassen hired attorneys to 
reach out to the retail empire, 
but  Zara’s parent company In-
ditex waved her accusations 
off , saying her designs lacked 
any “distinctiveness,” and that 
a handful of complaints about 
copycat designs paled in com-
parison to the millions of peo-
ple who shop on Zara and Ber-
shka’s sites every month.

Inditex later claimed that 
the pins came from an outside 
supplier, and it has stopped 
selling the questionable prod-
ucts while it investigates Bes-
sen’s allegations.

Kurtz says he hasn’t yet 
decided if he will pursue le-
gal action, but he has set up 
a website at www.ShopArt-
Theft.com t  hat highlights all 
of the artists’ original designs 
and the alleged rip-offs, and 
points readers to where they 
can buy the real deal. 

It’s also just a really great 
place to pick up some neat ac-
cessories, he says.

“It’s like a who’s-who of the 
independent artist pins scene, 
so you might find some new 
favorites,” he said.

This is not the first time 
borough artisans have ac-
cused retail chains of ped-
dling knockoff jewelry — 
 two Brooklyn Flea vendors 
accused Urban Outfitters 
of swiping their designs in 
2010.  

A
ce

 B
o

o
th

b
y

Adam Kurtz (top) says he is not only offended that 
his pin designs were copied — he’s offended that 
the copy is so crummy.
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alogs, Kurtz said. Now there 
are 20 designers all claiming 
the company and its subsid-

iary stores have pilfered their 
pins and patches this year, he 
says.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for a 
dirtbag who raped and robbed 
a woman at gunpoint after 
breaking into her Bush-
wick home early on Mon-
day morning.

The 29-year-old victim 
was asleep in her abode near 
De Kalb and Wilson avenues 

Raped, robbed in Bushwick home
when she was awoken by the 
sound of her door opening at 
around 1:30 am and saw the 
predator brandishing a silver 
gun, police said.

He then raped her, swiped 
some of her belongings, and 
ran off, cops said.

Emergency responders 
took the victim to Woodhull 
Hospital for treatment. 

Police describe the sus-
pect as 34 years old, around 
6-foot-1 and 195 pounds. 

Authorities ask anyone 
with information about the 
crime to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed by 
TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confidential.The police sketch.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say beat a guy with a 
selfie stick on Lawrence 
Street on July 18. 

The victim was in the 
medst of an argument 
with another person by 
Willoughby Street at 9:55 
pm when the suspect alleg-
edly bashed the victim on the 
arms and back with the cam-
era-holding device, accord-
ing to a police report.

Fright night
A pair of goons threatened 

to shoot a woman if she didn’t 
hand over her pocketbook on 
Livingston Street on July 23 
 — but got scared off by her 
screams for help.

The victim told police 
she was near Clinton Street 
at 9:55 pm when a man and 
a woman started pulling on 
her purse. She pulled back, 
at which point the lady thief 
flashed a gun and said, “Give 
me your pocketbook or I’m 
going to shoot you.” 

The victim then screamed, 
and the miscreants ran off 

Police: Suspect beat man with selfi e stick
empty-handed, cops said.

Stick up 
Cops cuffed one of two men 

who they say knocked a guy 
to the ground and beat him 
with a stick on Smith Street 
on July 18.

The victim was near Ful-
ton Street at 6:24 pm when 
he got into an argument with 
the two suspects, and one of 
them then pushed him to the 
ground while the other took 
a stick the victim was hold-
ing and whacked him several 
times all over the body, au-
thorities said. 

One of the suspects then 
took the victim’s phone, 
and both ran off, officials 
stated. 

Police later cuffed one 
of the suspects, but are still 
searching for the phone 
thief. 

Bling fling
A cat burglar broke into a 

woman’s Warren Street apart-
ment on July 22 and stole her 
jewelry while she was out do-
ing grocery shopping.

The victim left her abode 
near Fourth Avenue at 1:30 
pm to pick up some produce, 
locking the door behind her, 
police said. 

But when she returned 
home, she discovered the 
baddie had removed her 
bling from her dresser and 
scattered it on her bed, but 
several items — including 

her wedding band and dia-
mond rings — were gone, 
cops said. 

Blow hard 
The boys in blue slapped 

cuffs on a man who they say 
tried to steal a guy’s phone and 
threatened to beat him up on 
an A train on July 19.

The victim told police he 
was traveling on the Down-
town-bound train at 3:05 pm 
when the guy started smok-
ing in the car, blowing smoke 
into his face — so the victim 
snapped a photo of the sus-
pect and the pair got into an 
argument. 

The suspect then alleg-
edly tried to take the victim’s 
phone, snarling “I’m take your 
phone and f--- you up when 
we get out the train,” but was 
not successful, according to 
a police report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Crossed out
A scoundrel snatched 

a woman’s bag as she was 
walking on Downing Street 
on July 22. 

The lady was on her way 

home from dinner near Gates 
Avenue at 7:02 pm when a 
lout wearing a blue T-shirt 
grabbed her crossbody bag 
from behind and pushed her 
down to the ground, accord-
ing to a report.

Knifed
A rogue stabbed a guy with 

a knife after the two got into 
a fight on Carlton Avenue on 
July 24. 

The pair were in the midst 
of an altercation near Myr-
tle Avenue at 5:35 pm when 
the brute pulled out a blade 
and stuck it into his foe’s 
right arm.

Prada pinch
Some sneak swiped a wom-

an’s Prada wallet as she was 
strolling along DeKalb Ave-
nue on July 18.

The victim was on the way 
home from work by Grand 
Avenue at 6:12 pm when the 
weasel removed her wallet — 
containing her credit cards — 
from inside the bag she was 
carrying on her shoulder. 

The lady told authorities 
she didn’t realize her wallet 
was missing until she was no-
tified that someone had been 

using her credit cards at At-
lantic Mall. 

No rhythm
A jerk stole her roommate’s 

computers and electronic beat 
maker on Fleet Walk on July 
21, cops said.

The victim left her apart-
ment near Navy Street at 7 
am, and when she returned, 
she found that her iMac, Sony 
laptop, jar of change, and the 
rhythm machine were gone, 
police said.

A witness said she had 
seen the victim’s roommate 
removing the items, author-
ities said. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Panties poached 
Cops cuffed a 25-year-

old woman who they say 
stole a whopping 66 pairs 
of underwear and six cans 
of body spray from a Flat-
bush Avenue lingerie store 
on July 13.

Security guards at the store 
between Hanson Place and At-
lantic Avenue spotted the sus-
pect allegedly attempting to 
flee with her ill-gotten skiv-
vies at around 2:20 pm, ac-
cording to a report. 

No words
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say attacked another man 
outside his Ninth Street home 
on July 11.

The victim told police he 
spotted the suspect leaning on 
the gate of his residence be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues at 1:05 am, and decided 
to question the stranger.

But the guy wasn’t in a very 
forthcoming mood, and alleg-
edly socked the victim in the 
nose — twice — instead, ac-
cording to police.

Honda hound
A bandit rode off with a 

man’s Honda motorcycle af-
ter he parked it on First Street 
on July 11.

The victim left his $3,200 
cruiser near Denton Place and 
5:45 am, and returned later 
that evening to find an empty 
spot where his hog had been, 
according to a report.

Stealing staples
Cops busted a 51-year-old 

man for allegedly using an-
other guy’s credit card number 
to fund a spending spree at a 
Fourth Avenue office supply 
store back on May 24. 

The victim told police that 
he never lost possession of 
his card, but that somehow 
the suspect allegedly man-
aged to use its number to pur-
chase more than $250 worth 
of ill-gotten goods from the 
store between Third and Sixth 
streets two months ago at 
10:35 am.

Police caught up with the 
suspect and arrested him on 
July 12.

Truckered out
A crook looted a man’s 

truck, which was parked on 
Seventh Avenue on July 12.

The victim left his ride be-
tween Union and President 
streets at 12:15 pm, and re-
turned later to find that $800 
and various screwdrivers were 
missing from the cab, cops 
said.

A rep for the store between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic Av-
enue told police that security 
spotted the suspect at around 
2:20 pm, when she was at-
tempting to flee with her ill-
gotten skivvies. 

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Oh deer 
A crook swiped an antler, 

bicycles, and a haul of elec-
tronics from a guy’s home on 
Strong Place on July 24, po-
lice said.

He entered through the 
victim’s basement door be-
tween Kane and Degraw 
streets sometime between 
6:30 pm and 11:30 pm, and 
stole the antler, plus two GT 
bikes, a silver MacBook Air, 
a Samsung television remote, 
an Amazon Fire Television 
stick, a set of keys, a pass-
port, a wallet leather, and as-
sorted loose change, accord-
ing to a report. 

Cut
Police arrested a suspect 

who they say assaulted a 
woman with scissors on Hicks 
Street on July 19.

The 29-year-old victim told 
police she was between Bush 
and Lorraine streets at 1 am 
when the suspect punctured 
her left leg with the shears 
and then fled. 

Police arrested the suspect 
for assault and harassment, 
officials said. 

Knife nonsense
Police cuffed a guy for 

threatening a man with a 
knife on Columbia Street 
on July 22. 

The victim told police he 
was between Mill and Bush 
streets at 7:38 pm when the 
suspect began bullying him, 

and then pulled the knife. 

Don’t look away
A punk swiped a teen’s 

cellphone after she left it on 
a table in a Reed Street restau-
rant on July 25, police said.

The 19-year-old girl told 
police she left her gray iP-
hone 6 in the restaurant be-
tween Van Brunt and Con-
over streets at 6:15 pm, and 
when she returned to retrieve 
it, it was gone. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cutthroat
A pair of good-for-noth-

ings robbed a guy at knife-
point on 62nd Street on July 
22, according to a police re-
port.

The guy told police he was 
near Eighth Avenue just be-
fore 2 am when the bandits 
approached from behind. One 
put the knife to his throat 
and the other blocked him 
from running, a police re-
port stated. 

The knife-wielding lout 
told the victim to cough up 
“all you got,” and the guy 
handed over his wallet with 
$200 inside, according to the 
report. The pair fled towards 
Fort Hamilton Parkway, po-
lice said.

Burning up
Two galoots stole a bunch 

of over-the-counter heartburn 
medication from a Third Ave-
nue pharmacy on July 19, ac-
cording to police.

They walked into the phar-
macy near 93rd Street at 9:12 
pm — one acted as a look-
out while another stuffed five 
different kinds of indigestion 
medicine into his pockets. 

It took them only five min-
utes to complete the caper, 
authorities said.

Basement break
A burglar broke into a 92nd 

Street home on July 18 and 
stole an array of jewelry, po-
lice said.

The family members told 
cops they were out of the 
house between Ridge Bou-
levard and Third Avenue by 
8 am, and when the kids re-
turned around 4:40 pm, they 
found the lock on the base-
ment door broken and the 
door wide open. When the 
mother came home she found 
her bedroom ransacked, po-
lice reported. 

The thief grabbed three 
bracelets, a brooch, a neck-
lace, and a pillow case — pre-
sumably to stuff the goods 
in, according to a police re-
port.

Tools nabbed
A freebooter broke into 

a man’s commercial truck 
parked on 92nd Street on 
July 19, authorities said.

The guy parked on the 
street near Seventh Avenue 
around 10 pm and returned at 
8 am the next day to find the 
lock popped on the rear pas-
senger-side door, according to 
police. A power washer, drill, 
a Sawzall, and a grinder were 
missing, police said.

Easy grab
A thief snuck into a guy’s 

car parked behind an Oving-
ton Avenue building on July 
16 and stole his wallet, po-
lice said.

The victim told police he 
parked behind the building 
at Fifth Avenue around 9:15 
am and left it unlocked, he 
told police. 

He came back an hour later 
to find his wallet — contain-
ing his credit and debit cards 
— was missing.

— Dennis Lynch
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beefing up the Gs with more 
carriages, and  offering free 
transfers between the Broad-
way G station and the Lo-
rimer stop . 

And L trains will still run 
in the Borough of Kings as 
a local service between the 
Bedford Avenue and Canar-
sie stations, with around one 
train stopping every eight 
minutes, according to the 
agency.

But many of the tourists 
and Manhattan visitors who 
flock to the area on evenings 
and weekends aren’t going to 
get on board with some convo-
luted route, said a local real-
estate broker, and the nabe’s 
nightlife scene will likely 
take a hit.

“If you’re a tourist, you’re 
going to take the most conve-
nient form of transportation,” 
said Jakub Nowak, a com-
mercial broker with Marcus 

and Millichap. “I do think it 
will have an impact.”

It has been particularly 
tough luring new tenants to 
the neighborhood during the 
uncertainty over the closure 
since the news broke in Jan-
uary, Nowak said. The mar-
ket will improve now there 
is a concrete timeline, but 
landlords will still have to 
offer cheaper rents, replace-
ment buses, and other perks 
to court tenants, he said.

“We can build out space for 
you, give you free rent,” he 
said. “On the residential end 
of things, I think there will 
be people who are willing to 
live there, but they’re going to 
want a discount for it.”

And it’s already happening 
— luxury developer Doug-
laston Development  has been 
promising free shuttles to al-
ternative stops for residents  
of its One North Fourth Place 
tower since March.

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

Continued from page 1

L TRAIN...
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKNIGHTS (Three Weeks)
10:30 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Aug 1 – 5, Aug 8 – 12, Aug 15 – 19

No trains between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates in two sections:
 1. Between Rockaway Pkwy and Broadway Junction
 2. Between 8 Av and Lorimer St

Travel Alternatives:
 •  Free shuttle buses make all L station stops between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction.
 •  At Lorimer St, transfer between G L trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Metropolitan Av at Union Av.
 •  At Myrtle-Wyckoff Avs, transfer between M trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Wyckoff Av at Myrtle Av.
 •  Consider using the A or J to/from Manhattan, via transfer at Broadway Junction.
 •  Transfer between A J L trains and free shuttle buses at Broadway Junction, located 
     on Fulton St at Van Sinderen Av.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 
mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 
© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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Over 1,000 employees at Spanish-
owned Zara fashion retail stores in
New York City have over-whelmingly

chosen to join the RWDSU. It’s the biggest
retail organizing win in recent years, and Zara
workers can now look forward to having a
voice on the job, and changing things for the
better in their workplace.

But unfortunately, American-owned
companies rarely treat their employees’ legally
guaranteed right to join a union with respect, as
Zara did. At many American companies, the
right to join a union is disrespected or
downright ignored. When workers in the U.S.
attempt to organize, they often face a barrage of
harassment, intimidation, and other tactics to
prevent them from exercising their legal right
to a union voice.

Bosses hold captive meetings with
employees, telling lies about unions and
claiming they are bad for workers. They
threaten workers’ jobs, and say that they will

Our Perspective

largest clothing retailer. This agreement allowed
workers at Zara the chance to decide for
themselves if they wanted a union, without
intimidation, harassment, or the usual bag of
underhanded tricks. No union-buster showed
up to scare them, and nobody threatened to
fire them or close the store. It’s a different
approach from U.S.-owned companies, and
one that helps make workers and the company
stronger.

Zara workers – on a fair, level playing field
– chose to join RWDSU Local 1102, and now
the company and the workforce will move
forward with a strong relationship based
upon trust and respect.
American companies
should follow the model
of Zara and others who
respect the right of
freedom of association.

end up closing the workplace if they join the
union. They’ll make empty promises about
changing the way they do things if workers
don’t unionize, or even dole out small raises
or make other long-overdue changes in the
workplace in hopes of keeping the union out.

And, orchestrating it all are so-called
“consultants” – union busters – who are paid
big money to scare, threaten, and lie to
workers. These lowlifes make their living doing
whatever it takes to confuse and frighten
working people into voting against their own
interests. Republican Presidential candidate
Donald Trump recently spent over half a million
dollars on union busters in a failed effort in Las
Vegas to keep workers at his Trump
International hotel from joining a union. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way.
The RWDSU, the UFCW and Zara reached

an agreement earlier this year where the
employer agreed to remain neutral and not
interfere with the organizing drive at the world’s

Given a Fair Choice, 
Workers Choose Unions
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Council approved two con-
troversial Downtown-area 
street co-namings on July 14, 
paving over a rift that formed 
when the local community 
board okayed one but not the 
other last year. 

Council members unani-
mously endorsed renaming 
both a block for white for-
mer council staffer Hope Re-
ichbach, who died at age 22 
— which Community Board 

2 approved — and for Ce-
cil Collymore, a prominent 
black businessman who died 
in his 70s — which the board 
didn’t. The disparity incited 
outcry from his family and 
local pols, but Collymore’s 
daughter says she’s pleased 
everyone is now getting their 
dues.

“I’m happy that this was 
done and I’m happy for any 
one else who received a street 
name too,” said Renee Colly-
more, a former Fort Greene 

Downtown’s two-way street
Council OKs controversial co-namings for two citizens

Democratic District Leader, 
who plans to run for the low-
ranking position again this 
year. 

In October, the majority 
of the board’s members ab-
stained from voting on nam-
ing a block of Putnam Avenue 
in Clinton Hill for Cecil Col-
lymore — effectively reject-
ing it — claiming they didn’t 
have enough information on 
his accomplishments. Some 
also argued Renee Collymore 
was just pushing the co-nam-
ing as part of her re-election 
campaign.

But those arguments came 
under fire in December, when 
members voted 21–3 with 15 
abstentions to approve nam-
ing a block of Bond Street in 
Boerum Hill for Reichbach 
— a rising political star, aide 
to Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Boerum Hill), and the 
daughter of a judge,  whose 
death due to a drug overdose 
in 2011 made city-wide head-
lines .

 Renee Collymore de-
manded her dad get equal 
treatment , arguing that he 
was an important community 
leader who invested in the 
area in 1970s and ’80s when 
few others would, fought to 
save a local high school, and 
helped crack down on drugs 
and crime in the area by or-
ganizing patrols and street 
lights.

Borough President Adams 
— who was a police officer 
in the neighborhood during 
the same period — joined 
the chorus,  as did Coun-
cilwoman Laurie Cumbo  
(D–Clinton Hill), who ul-
timately brought it before 
Council despite the commu-

nity board’s aversion.
Some at the time argued 

neither candidate had done 
enough to match Community 
Board 2’s particularly strict 
co-naming rules, which say 
that the person must be his-
torically or culturally signif-
icant in the area — though 
the board’s district leader says 
that exceptions are made.

“Historically the sentiment 
has been that this is some-
thing that should be reserved 
for people who are truly out-
standing,” said Rob Perris. 
“There are kind of no-brain-
ers, and then you get into good 
people who did good things. 
Is that enough? We’ve often 
voted not to support these 
types of applications, but 
we haven’t been consistent 
with that.”

But Levin feels Reichbach 
made a very significant im-
pact on the community in her 
short life. 

“To this day, constitu-
ents come up to me to tell 
me how Hope helped them in 
their time of need,” he said, 
citing in particular her advo-
cacy for public housing res-
idents and day care centers. 
“Her legacy of community 
empowerment will continue 
to be felt for many years to 
come. 

And Renee Collymore 
also thinks her father’s work 
speaks for itself — and is 
completely separate from 
her political ambitions.

“The records show that my 
father did the work long be-
fore I was in politics,” she 
said. “They tried to make that 
connection but my father’s 
work stands alone, it had noth-
ing to do with me.” 

Hope Reichbach Cecil Collymore
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ADVANCED
AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

EXTRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES BY INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED VASCULAR SPECIALISTS...

DRS. ENRICO ASCHER, ANIL HINGORANI AND NATALIE MARKS 
HAVE INTRODUCED FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME IN NEW YORK CITY 

A MINIMALLY INVASIVE TECNNIQUE TO REPAIR 
AN ABDOMINAL AORTIC ANEURYSM VIA A TINY PUNCTURE 

IN EACH GROIN UNDER LOCAL ANESTHESIA. 
PATIENTS MAY BE DISCHARGED HOME THE VERY SAME DAY 

AND HAVE SUPPER WITH THE FAMILY.

AORTIC ANEURYSMS ARE MORE COMMON 
THAN YOU THINK.

THEY ARE KNOWN TO BE “SILENT KILLERS”
IF YOU ARE 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER YOU MAY BENEFIT 
FROM A VISIT TO A BOARD CERTIFIED VASCULAR SPECIALIST

ENRICO ASCHER, MD ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP NATALIE MARKS, MDANIL HINGORANI, MD

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel: 718–438–3800

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it bowing to pier pres-
sure.

The city has yielded to Red 
Hookers’ demands to place a 
planned neighborhood ferry 
stop inside the Atlantic Basin, 
buoying proponents who say 
it is easily the most accessible 
location in the area and will 
help ensure  Mayor DeBlasio’s 
forthcoming floating transit 
system  is smooth sailing. 

“This is great news for the 

community,” said resident 
Jerry Armer, who is a mem-
ber of Community Board 6 
and was a vocal advocate for 
the basin stop. “It’s easier for 
the residents of Red Hook to 
get to and I think it will go a 
long way to making the com-
muter ferry successful.” 

DeBlasio announced the 
news last Wednesday, end-
ing months of giddy antici-
pation about where the berth 
— one of five new stops open-
ing on the borough’s water-

front next year as part of a 
new citywide ferry service 
— will go.

Ferry officials  initially 
told residents  in August that 
they were planning to place 
the stop at either the Van 
Brunt Street or Valentino 
piers, which are both on the 
neighborhood’s less residen-
tial southern edge. 

But locals quickly schooled 
them in why it would work far 
better up the coast in the ba-
sin, near Conover and Pioneer 

streets, with one resident  even 
drawing up maps  to show them 
how much closer that would be 
for residents and businesses 
than the other sites. 

The city ruled out the ba-
sin at first because the Coast 
Guard periodically closes the 
entire area for customs checks 
when ocean liners dock at the 
Cruise Terminal, but  eventu-
ally found a way  for the fer-
ries to slip in and out without 
disturbing the federal oper-
ations. 

Ferry tales do come true!
City grants Red Hookers’ dream of an Atlantic Basin boat dock

Local pols cheered the 
city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation — which 
will build and run the ferry 
operation — for having the 
good sense to defer to Hook 
residents’ vastly superior lo-
cal knowledge.  

“I’m glad local residents’ 
voices were heard by EDC 
when this location was cho-
sen,” said Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook).

The new ferries will set sail 
in summer 2017, and will also 
stop at Bay Ridge, the Brook-
lyn Army Terminal, Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 1 and 
Pier 6, and the outer borough 
of Manhattan. 

 Rides will cost the same 
as a subway trip  and will in-
clude free transfers to other 
ferry routes, including the East 
River Ferry. 

But the service will not be 
integrated with the bus and 

subway’s MetroCard sys-
tem, and riders will have to 
pay twice to shuttle between 
the two modes of transpor-
tation.

And not everyone in the 
nabe is thrilled with the new 

dock — New York Water 
Taxi, which runs a popular 
service from Ikea, claims it 
will  now have to fold  because 
it can’t afford to compete with 
the new taxpayer-subsidized 
mass transit system. 

A rendering of the new ferry stops — one of which is coming to Atlantic Basin 
in Red Hook.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The fixed is in!
A Department of Transpor-

tation honcho suckered a Gow-
anus-area panel into voting 
on how to replace the aging 
Union Street drawbridge — 
with either a stationary span 
or another moveable one — 
by asking them to conduct a 
straw poll she said was mean-
ingless, then going ahead and 
using the results to pick a de-
sign anyway, say the unwit-
ting electors.

“It was very much an ab-
stract thing and not intended to 
be an indication of the board’s 
preference,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, chair of Community 
Board 6’s transportation com-
mittee. “If we had thought we 
were voting on the fixed bridge 
or retractable bridge at that 
point I think we would have 
proceeded very differently.”

 Committee members voted 
6–3 in favor of replacing the 
111-year-old moveable path  
across the Gowanus Canal 
with a fixed bridge at the meet-
ing on April 19, after agency 
spokeswoman Joannene Kid-

CB6: We were suckered into voting for replacement!

City has a bridge to sell you

der urged members to raise 
their hands for their preference 
to satisfy her curiosity. 

Community boards’ votes 
are typically only advisory, 
but Kidder told the commit-
tee that its decision would 
have a big impact on the fi-
nal choice, as the agency didn’t 
want to design two bridges. 
She said they’d like to return 
a few weeks later for a real 
vote — but that never hap-
pened.

Now the department has 
just gone ahead and applied 
for the Coast Guard’s permis-
sion to build the fixed bridge 

— and says the panel’s ex-
pressed preference in the April 
meeting is its mandate, ac-
cording to spokeswoman Al-
ana Morales. 

Morales claimed officials 
have not yet settled on the 
fixed bridge, but also that 
they would only “revert” to 
a movable bridge if the Coast 
Guard doesn’t okay the sta-
tionary crossing.

The Coast Guard will still 
have to conduct a public re-
view process, but Morales re-
fused to say whether the city 
would come back to the com-
munity board for an official 

vote before it makes its final 
selection. 

The board members main-
tain that they have not made 
up their minds and need more 
time and information before 
they do.

“We have taken no position 
at this time on the complex 
question before us and … we 
are prepared to give the matter 
the additional consideration 
it is due,” board chair Sayar 
Lonial and district manager 
Craig Hammerman wrote in a 
letter to the department.

The stationary crossing is 
more attractive than a draw-
bridge, but members remain 
concerned that it will block 
boats needed for dredging the 
fetid waterway, and that it will 
intrude: on private land, ac-
cording to Hammerman.

At least one of those con-
cerns might be dealt with, 
however — the city has al-
ready agreed to hold off in-
stalling the new crossing until 
federal canal cleanup is fin-
ished, according to a federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency spokeswoman. 

The current Union street Bridge.
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By Laura Meltzer
for Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s singing an ode to the F!

A Dumbo singer and restaurant 
owner will perform a multi-media 

cabaret show dedicated to the subway on 
Aug. 4, in the Archway beneath the Man-
hattan Bridge. The performer says that 
the F train, which will rumble overhead 
during the performance, is a metaphor of 

the various paths taken in life.
“When I say my show is an ode to the 

train, it’s really an ode to being transported 
through life — the train at large, where 
you’re going, how you’re going to get there,” 
said singer Tanya Rynd, who is also the 
owner of the restaurant Superfine.

Rynd’s performance under the bridge will 
be under her stage name Madame T, singing 
with her eight-piece band the Starlights. The 
group will play an array of “whistle-blowing 

train songs” selected from different genres, 
including 1940s jazz, 1950s swing, and coun-
try tunes — all songs that remind Rynd of the 
train, either literally or metaphorically.

“Once you start hearing the train in the 
music you see that it is utilized as a meta-
phor in so many songs,” said Rynd.

The ambitious show will also feature 
a dance performance from the Superfine 
Dinettes, a track built across the stage, and 
a video projection of an oncoming train. 

Rynd hopes the resulting show will com-
bine all the elements to create the feel of 
the subway car’s journey.

“To be able to integrate the visual arts and 
the music and the performative … it’s like 
being a great collage artist,” she said.

The show is part of the Live At the Arch-
way concert series, which offers a free smor-
gasbord of singers, songwriters and dancers 
every Thursday night during the summer. 
Rynd created the series in 2015 with Clara 
Schumacher, of the Dumbo Business Im-
provement District, and she says that run-
ning the event has increased her connec-
tion to the unique space. 

“I feel that being in the archway has deep-
ened my relationship to the constant pres-
ence of the train,” she said. “The sound of 
Dumbo is the constant roar of the train.”

As she developed her theory of the train 
representing of personal journeys, she de-
cided it was time to take to the stage and 
share the insight with her fellow Brook-
lynites. She hopes the audience will share 
her enthusiasm for the journey.

“I hoping that everyone gets a ticket to be 
transported and delivered,” said Rynd.

Arch angel
Founder of ‘Archway’ series takes the stage

Start it up
There is no kicking back at this festival.
Popular crowd-funding company Kickstarter 

will host a hands-on interactive festival in Fort 
Greene Park on July 30, showcasing the work of 

Brooklyn creators who 
have successfully funded 
their campaigns. The or-
ganizers of the Kickstarter 
Summer Festival say that it 
will give visitors a chance 
to see, touch, and taste the 
products that have come 
from the service.

“We just want people 
to see the awesome things 

that creative people have brought to life with the help 
of the community, and to have a chance to experience 
them in real life,” said Margaret Raimondi, events 
coordinator for the Greenpoint company.

Among the Brooklyn groups that have used 
Kickstarter is Royal Palms Shuffleboard, which 
will set up two 60-foot shuffleboard courts on 
the park lawn. The owner of the club said that 
she is happy to give back to those who helped 
the club get its start.

“We were partially funded by Kickstarter so 
we were excited when we were asked to par-
ticipate,” said Ashley Albert. “It’s going to be 
a fun event.”

Other games at the event include an “Escape 
the Tent” challenge and a “life-size” version of 
the card game Exploding Kittens, with each card 
about five feet tall. The festival will also fea-
ture a performance from the House of Yes aerial 
venue, light-up art installations from Hybycozo 
(pictured), and snacks from the Cinnamon Snail 
vegan food truck, among many others. 

Kickstarter Summer Festival at Fort Greene 
Park [Washington Park between Myrtle and 
Dekalb avenues in Fort Greene, (201) 414–2105, 
www.kickstarter.events/kickstarterfest]. July 30, 
5–11 pm. Free. — Alexandra Simon

F E S T I VA L

Back to life
It’s Halloween in July!
An eerie musical about life, death, love, whis-

key, and ghosts will return to Bushwick on July 
29. “Ghost Quartet,” originally performed at the 
Bushwick Starr in 2014, 
will find new life with a 
free outdoor performance 
at Maria Hernandez Park. 
The organizer of the play 
says that it will feel like 
a concert. 

“The piece is per-
formed like a concert, so 
the songs do most of the 
storytelling,” said Noel 
Allian, artistic director of 
the Bushwick Starr. “The show will feature beau-
tiful, boisterous, complex, joyful music.”

The show, created by Dave Malloy — best known 
for his play “Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet 
of 1914,” coming to Broadway in October — uses 
spirits to reflect on personal legacies. 

“Ultimately, the piece is a moving meditation 
on how the choices we make shape the lives we 
lead and how our actions can live on long after 
we’re gone,” said Allian.

The latest production of “Ghost Quartet” will 
not provide whiskey to the audience, unlike its 
previous incarnation, because doing so is il-
legal in a public park. But the new space will 
provide a stunning background for the moody 
performance, said Allian.

“The audience will be sat close to the stage 
and then fan out from there,” he said. “I’d love 
to see people on blankets filling up the whole 
plaza. I’m excited to hear that music outside and 
to see the sun set during the show.”

“Ghost Quartet” at Maria Hernandez Park [at 
Knickerbocker Avenue between Starr and Suy-
dam streets in Bushwick, www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org]. July 29 at 8 pm. Free.

 — Claire McCartney

M U S I C

Space opera
See the stars while under the stars!
An astronomical music show will makes its 

earthly debut in Prospect Park on Aug. 6. “The 
Hubble Cantata,” performed as part of the Bric Cel-

ebrate Brooklyn! Festival, 
will combine iconic im-
ages of stars and galaxies 
from the Hubble telescope 
with orchestral music, sci-
ence, and virtual reality. 
The composer of the piece 
says she is happy to finally 
see it all come together.

“I’ve been working on 
this for four years and this 

is the final result,” said  Paola Prestini . “It’s a 
dream come true — I’m really excited to see 
the Hubble images in virtual reality.”

During the 50-minute show, images from the 
Hubble will be projected on a screen while a cast 
of 120 people — including an orchestra, several 
opera singers, and the Brooklyn Youth Chorus — 
perform Prestini’s music. But during the final few 
minutes, viewers can get a multi-dimensional view 
of the intergalactic images through virtual real-
ity headsets. The event will hand out 6,000 card-
board sets, designed to work with an app on view-
ers’ smartphones (the “Fistful of Stars” app will be 
available starting on July 30). It will show 360-de-
gree images of the Orion nebula (pictured), synced 
to match the music and informative narration from 
astrophysicist Dr. Mario Livio, said Prestini.

“With [virtual reality], people will get into it 
scientifically and visually,” Prestini said. “There 
will be interludes of Mario speaking on the birth, 
life, and death of a star. My hopes are that it is both 
educational and an experience of a lifetime.”

“The Hubble Cantata” at Prospect Park Band-
shell [enter at Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 683–5600, www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb]. Aug. 6 at 7:30 pm. Free. 

 — Alexandra Simon

S H OW

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

H
e is the boy who lives on!

Harry Potter will again cast a 
spell on Kings County, when the 

latest installment in his saga, a play 
script titled “Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child” is released on July 30. Celebra-
tions of the boy wizard will happen all 
over the borough, including at Williams-
burg venue Villain, which will throw a 
bash that promises to be more fun than 
the Yuletide Ball. One of the party wiz-
ards says the party will give robed fans 
a chance to relive the magic of the nov-
els’ midnight release parties.

“Harry Potter is such a part of our 
childhood,” said Michelle Chen, event 
coordinator for Greenpoint’s Word book-
store, which will host the extravaganza 
with blog Hypable. “Even though it’s 
been so many years since Harry Pot-
ter was newly published, we still have 
so many people who are interested in 
spending their Saturday night hang-
ing out with each other to reminisce 
about when they were kids and loved 
the series.”

The latest installment tells the story 
of grown up Harry — and the party will 
include appropriately mature touches, 

including spiced rum butterbeer and a 
fruity vodka cocktail called “Amorten-
tia,” named after the wizarding world’s 
most powerful love potion.

The night will also feature a “tri-
wizard trivia tournament” and butter-
beer pong — though organizers are still 
working out the specific details of that 
wizarding pastime, said Chen. 

Other bookstores across the borough 
will hold their own midnight release par-
ties. Park Slope’s Community Bookstore 
will serve up spell-binding delicacies 
such as cauldron cakes, sherbet lem-
ons, and butterbeer for muggles wait-
ing for the release. And Book Court in 
Cobble Hill will sort visitors into their 
Hogwarts houses and have trivia con-
test and refreshments. 

But eager readers should not stay up 
too late! The afternoon after the release 
parties, the Brooklyn Cyclones will have 
“Harry Potter Day” at MCU Park, com-
plete with a demonstration of the wiz-
arding world’s number one sport, Quid-
ditch, by broom-riding members of the 
“Group that Shall Not Be Named” fan 
club. For the less athletically inclined, 
the group will also host an “Intro to 
Spells” class at the stadium.

The leader of the cult group — which 
meets every week in Manhattan — said 
that he cannot wait catch up with Har-
ry’s latest antics with the new script, and 
most importantly, immerse himself back 
in Potter’s make-believe world. 

“Even though it’s fantasy you can re-
late to the characters,” said John Rosen-
thal. “J.K. Rowling crafted this really 
amazing world that feels like ours, but 
with a little something special to it.”

Mugglemania returns!
Brooklyn celebrates new Potter release

Right on tracks: Tanya Rynd will sing about the subway at the “Live at the Archway” series on Aug. 6 in Dumbo.
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Casting a spell: Michelle Chen of Greenpoint’s Word Book-
store will help throw a huge release party for the newest 
installment of the now eight-volume Harry Potter saga at 
Villain on July 30.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

R
ya

n 
Je

ns
en

H
ub

b
le

 t
el

es
co

p
e

“Madame T and the Star-
lights” at Archway under 
the Manhattan Bridge [Wa-
ter Street between Adams 
Street and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (718) 237–8700, www.
dumbo.is/live-at- the-archway]. 
Aug. 4 at 6 pm. Free.

E V E N T

“Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child” midnight release party at 
Villain (50 N. Third Street between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, www.wordbookstores.com). 
July 30 at 10 pm. Fans must pre-or-
der book to attend the party. $29.95.

Release party at Community Books 
(143 Seventh Ave. at Carroll Street in 
Park Slope, www.communitybook-
store.net). July 30 at 10 pm. Free. 

Release party at Book Court [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677, www.bookcourt.com]. July 30 
at 10:30 pm. Free.

Harry Potter day at MCU Park (1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, www.brooklyncyclones.com). 
July 31 at 4 pm. $14–$17. 
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 29

Just Doob it
The band of Crosby, 
Stills, Nash, and Young 
may have broken up, 
but you can still catch 
the Marrakesh 
Express at Brooklyn 
Bowl tonight, where 
two cover bands will 
pay tribute to the 
supergroup: Midnight 
North and the delight-
fully named opening 
act Doobie Decibel 
System (pictured).

7 pm at the Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. $15 
($12 in advance). 

SATURDAY
July 30

Zine scene
Visit Brooklyn’s most 
relaxed comics and 
zine festival, which 
happens inside — and 
in the backyard of — 
Pete’s Candy Store in 
Williamsburg. Sip a 
beer and browse the 
hand-stapled offer-
ings from 25 zine cre-
ators, a group that 
includes writers, car-
toonists, poets, and 
photographers.

2–7 pm at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Richardson and 
Frost streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 31

Bus-ted
A pair of artists will 
park Donald Trump’s 
old campaign bus 
outside the Smack 
Mellon gallery in 
Dumbo today. Check 
out their creative 
adaptations of the 
original campaign 
materials, and then 
step inside the gal-
lery to see perfor-
mance artist Martha 
Wilson portray the 
Donald in a one-per-
son show.

3 pm at Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. between 
Main and Washington 
streets, (718) 834–8761, 
www.smackmellon.org]. 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 3

Oh, 
Tenenbaum!
How twee it is! The 
Wes Anderson flick 
“The Royal Tenan-
baums,” about a 
quirky family of artis-
tic over-achievers, will 
get a free screening 
tonight in McCarren 
Park as aspirational 
viewing for neighbor-
hood hipsters. Brook-
lyn rock band Hondu-
ras will start the night 
with a jangly set at 7 
pm.

8 pm in McCarren Park (N. 
12th St. between Bedford 
and Berry avenues in 
Williamsburg, www.sum-
merscreen.org). Free.

THURSDAY
Aug. 4

Hari up!
The early show of 
comedian Hari Kond-
abolu’s “Mainstream 
American Comic” 
show has already 
sold out, so get your 
tickets to the late 
show now! The self-
described “killjoy 
who does comedy” 
offers plenty of cut-
ting political com-
mentary, so this cam-
paign has surely 
given him plenty of 
new material.

10 pm at Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JULY 29
FILM, ANIMATION BLOCK — LOCAL 

FILMS: A screening of short car-
toons from Brooklyn animators, 
including Morgan Miller’s “Too Many 
Crows” and “Slow Wave” by Andy 
Kennedy. $14. 4:30 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

FILM, TROMADANCE FILM FESTIVAL, 
DAY 1: The gonzo fi lm company 
hosts a free show of short fi lms and 
the feature “Raiders: the Story of 
the Greatest Fan Film Ever Made.” 
Free. 6–10 pm. The Paper Box [17 
Meadow St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 383–3815], paperboxnyc.com. 

READING, SUSAN DAITCH: The au-
thor reads from her new book “The 
Lost Civilazation of Suolucidir.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: Shake-
speare’s classic play about the villain-
ous Duke of Gloucester. $18 ($15 se-
niors and students). 7:30 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, LARP ME GENTLY: Reading 
of a puppet folk musical about a Live 
Action Role Playing posse who must 
go on a real magical quest. $10. 7:30 
pm. (304 Bond St. between Union 
and Sackett streets in Gowanus), 
misfi tpuppets.squarespace.com. 

BOARDWALK BREWS: A beer tasting 
and specialty food event sprinkled 
with visits from aquatic friends such 
as sea lions, otters, tropical fi sh, and 
more! $55. 7:30–11 pm. New York 
Aquarium [602 Surf Ave. between 
W. Eighth and W. Fifth streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 265–3448], www.
nyaquarium.com. 

FILM, “PFFR — LEGACY IX”: The 
Brooklyn Fire Proof Summer Screen-
ing Series presents a night of cult 
fi lms from the creators of “Wonder 
Showzen,”. Free. 8 pm. The Alley 
(119 Ingraham St. between Porter 
and Knickerbocker avenues in Bush-
wick), brooklynfi reproofstages.com/
screeningseries. 

SAT, JULY 30
MUSIC, DANIEL MENCHE, CON-

TAINER, PROFLIGATE, EARTH-
EATER, GREG FOX, BEN VIDA, 
HORSE LORDS: $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 5–11 pm. Pioneer Works 
[159 Pioneer St. between Imlay and 
Conover streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.org. 

DANCE, GIBNEY DANCE: The group 
performs newly commissioned work 
by the water. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Granite Prospect 
[Old Fulton Street at Furman Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, DIGABLE PLANETS, CAMP 
LO: Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, WAY STATION SUMMER 
SHOWCASE: The nerd bar records 
its favorite musical acts, with the 
Gentleman Brawlers, Shayfer James, 
The Travelers, and Dalton Deschain 
and the Travelers. $5 suggested do-
nation. 8 pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com. 

THEATER, “NEWSPAPER NINJA”: 
Artist Eckszooberante creates a fan-
tastical world of puppetry, comedy, 
dance, and violence, with all the 
props, costumes, and set designs 
made of newspaper. $15. 9 pm. 
Shooting Gallery Arts Annex [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], www.coney-
island.com. 

BACK PACK GIVE-AWAY: The Cellular 
Connection and A Wireless team up 
to donate backpacks full of school 
supplies to children. Free. Noon–3 
pm. The Cellular Connection (340 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

WED, AUG 3
EVENT, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE 2016: A conference of 
Christian churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

THU, AUG 4
EVENT, HILLSONG CONFERENCE 

2016: A conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times TBA.

FRI, AUG 5
EVENT, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE 2016: A conference of 
Christian churches. $209. Times 
TBA.

TUE, AUG 9
TALK, BEYOND SPORT UNITED 

2016: A conversation about mak-
ing sports more inclusive. $495. 
8 am.

THU, AUG 11
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$105–$615. 8 pm.

SAT, AUG 13
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$105–$615. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 17
MUSIC, BLINK-182:  $40–$75. 7 pm.

SAT, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER 

— BACK TO BROOKLYN: $25–
$130. 7:30 pm.

SUN, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$30–$555. 6 pm.

MON, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25–$130. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eroc Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Babs is back!: Brooklyn baby 
Barbra Streisand will return 
to her home borough next 
month, belting out six de-
cades of hits at Barclays Cen-
ter on Aug. 11 and 13.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 D
an

 B
al

ilt
y



July 29–August 4, 2016 AWP  9Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Want an easy way to pay your bill, check your payment history 

and send your meter reading to Con Edison? Download our free 

My conEdison app at conEd.com/App.

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ll be playing cult hits!

Youthful Brooklyn five-piece 
 the Skins  will join three other fe-

male-fronted bands and a secret society 
of feminists for a “F---- Rape Culture” 
concert at Baby’s All Right in Williams-
burg on Aug. 1. The organization Grlcvlt 
— pronounced “girl cult” — planned 
the fund-raising concert to help oust a 
California judge it says let a man con-
victed of sexual assault off easy. Mem-
bers of the Skins jumped at the oppor-
tunity, said the group’s guitarist.

“Anything with the name ‘girl cult’ 
I’m for, and once I knew it was to get this 
guy off the chair, I thought ‘This is a fan-
tastic idea,’ ” said Daisy Spencer. “What 
better way to bring people together than 
to entertain them and show positivity 
toward something so terrible?”

The Brooklyn band — which began re-
cording in 2011, when its oldest member 
was just 17 years old — has made a con-
scious effort in recent years to become more 
involved in community issues and to lend 
its music to causes, Spencer said. 

The band has evolved in other ways too 
— shifting away from  its heavily rock-
oriented beginnings  and moving towards 
pop, hip-hop, and dance. The Skins just 
finished recording its latest project in 
Greenpoint, and will play those tracks 
and some unheard songs at the Baby’s 
All Right show. Despite the serious sub-
ject of the concert, the crowd should be 
ready to cut the rug, Spencer said.

“We want our shows to be an ex-
perience, people like to dance and our 
music has started to match our goal of 
giving people their money’s worth,” 
Spencer said. “We’re excited for ev-
eryone to hear it.”

The concert is the second Brooklyn 
event from Grlcvlt aimed at securing 
a recall vote for judge Aaron Persky, 
who gave former Stanford swimming 
star Brock Turner a six-month jail sen-

tence, probation, and a spot on the sex 
offender registry after he was convicted 
for assaulting an unconscious woman in 
early 2015. Prosecutors had asked for a 
six-year sentence. 

Grlcvlt is a mostly online, invite-only 
club for women with chapters around the 
country, including 2,700 in New York 
City. The organizer and “cult leader” of 
Grlcvlt’s Brooklyn chapter said she was 
inspired to help the  Recall Judge Aaron 
Persky Campaign  after “seeing people in 
our group being depressed and sad and 
not sure what to do or believe.”

“While thoughts and prayer helps, 
we’re conscious and mindful there’s more 
to be done,” Remy Holwick said. “This 
isn’t a partisan issue, we have a diverse 
group of people with all different back-
grounds and views, but we are women 
and this is a women’s issue.”

All of the proceeds from the show at 
Baby’s All Right will go towards the cam-
paign to recall the judge. The bands on 
the bill — Madame Gandhi, the Skins, 
Edith Pop, and the New Tarot — have 
donated their time, and the venue vol-
unteered its space and will donate a por-
tion of cash made at the bar.

Culture shockers
Skins band joins ‘girl cult’ concert

Shed their skins: The Skins, who have evolved towards a more pop and hip-hop sound, will play the entirety 
of their new record at the “F--- Rape Culture” concert at Baby’s All Right on Aug. 1.
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“F--- Rape Culture” at Baby’s All 
Right [146 Broadway between Bed-
ford and Driggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5800, www.babysall-
right.com]. Aug. 1 at 6 pm. $25.

C O N C E R T
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MON, AUG. 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

WATERFRONT WORKOUTS: 
Join this Ballet Barre work-
out for a strength and fl ex-
ibility workout. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FILM, FLICKS ON THE BEACH 
— “AVENGERS, AGE OF 
ULTRON”: Free. 7:30 pm. 
Coney Island Beach (Near 
the Boardwalk at W. 10th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandfunguide.
com.

TUES, AUG. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$10. 11:30 am. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

TALK, BROOKLYN REAL 
ESTATE ROUND-TABLE 
LUNCHEON: Network with 
the Brooklyn real estate 
community and hear about 
the latest news in the bor-
ough. Benefi ts to go to the 
Brooklyn Historical Society. 
Starting at $300. Noon–2 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

STORY HOUR: Gather around 
Peter and Willie, the statue 
of two beloved Keats char-
acters, for storytelling ad-
ventures brought to life by 

Tammy Hall. Sponsored by 
the Ezra Jack Keats Founda-
tion. Free. 3 pm. Imagina-
tion Playground (Ocean 
Avenue and Lincoln Road in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

CAMP WANNA-CATCHA-
TRAIN: An evening of 
underground adults-only 
summer camp activities in 
the Transit Museum, with 
scavenger hunts, ghost 
stories, and micro-tours of 
the collection. $15. 6:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

MUSIC, BEIRUT: $40. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, “BEVERLY HILLS COP”: 
This Tuesday night fi lm se-
ries on the Red Hook water-
front has views of the harbor 
and the Statue of Liberty 
as a backdrop. Free. 8:30 
pm. Valentino Pier (Coffey 
Street at Ferris Street in Red 
Hook), www.redhookfl icks.
com. 

WED, AUG. 3
TALK, TALES FROM THE 

VAULT — THE SKELETONS 
IN OUR CLOSETS: The 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
uncovers treasures from the 
former Long Island Histori-
cal Society’s cabinet of curi-
osities. $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

OUTDOORS, NATURE WALK: 
Join with environmentalist 
educator Christina Tobitsch 
on a tree walk. $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 

1 entrance (Old Fulton and 
Furman streets in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.nycgvparks.
org. 

READING, “CRAIG’S LIST 
CHRONICLES” BOOK 
PARTY: Greenpoint author 
Author Kim Masson reads 
the tale of a 20-some-
thing girl who turns to 
the internet in search of a 
happy-ever-after analogue 
existence. Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “OPHIRA AND 
ADIRA”: A variety show 
featuring Ophira Eisenberg 
and Adira Amram. $10 ($8 
in advance). 7:30 pm. C’mon 
Everybody (325 Franklin Ave 
at Eaton Place in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.cmonev-
erybody.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, BRIDGE CITY 
CABARET: The Brooklyn 
Bordello presents burlesque 
and variety artists while en-
joying Dumbo’s best Afro-
Caribbean cuisine. $20–$75. 
9 pm. Amarachi [189 Bridge 
St. between Nassau and 
Concord streets in Down-
town, (646) 641–4510], 
www.amarachi325.com. 

THURS, AUG. 4
READING, “MERMAID AND 

NEPTUNE CROWNS”: 
Join author Melanie Hope 
Greenberg for a story 
reading and craft activity 
workshop. Free. 11:45 am. 
Greenpoint Library [107 
Norman Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
832–1853], www.bklynli-
brary.org. 

OUTDOORS, KAYAKING: 
Glide along the waters. Chil-
dren under 18 must have a 
guardian or parent present. 
No experience necessary. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Pier 2 (Clarke 
Street in Columbia Heights), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

TALK, BROOKLYN PIZZA 
— THE SEARCH FOR AU-
THENTICITY: Who makes 
NYC’s most authentic pizza? 
Explore the debate with a 
pizza historian and a panel 
of Brooklyn’s top pizza mak-
ers. $12. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

FILM, “RUN LOLA RUN”: A 
screening of the 1998 cult 
action fi lm with a live score 
performed by London trio 
The Bays. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, “THE SANDLOT”: The 
family-friendly fi lm gets a 
free outdoor screening. 
Free. 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

TALK, WEIRD AMERICA: New 
Wave icon and musician 
David Byrne and artist Ste-
phen Powers join poet Tom 
Healy in a conversation on 
American oddness and ec-
centricity. $16. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

EXPLORE THE HEAVENS: 
Come see the stars, plan-
ets and the moon. Free. 
8:30–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Pier 1 entrance 
(Old Fulton St. and Fur-
man Streets in Columbia 
Heights), www.nycgovprks.
org. 

FRI, AUG. 5
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA AT 

SUMMER STROLL: The 
company will perform opera 
songs and popular selec-
tions. Free. 7 pm. Sum-
mer Stroll Concert Stage 
[7414 Third Ave. between 
74th Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Bay Ridge, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org.  

FILM, CARTUNA: A night 
of animated comedy for 
adults. Free. 8 pm. The 
Alley (119 Ingraham St. 
between Porter and Knick-
erbocker avenues in Bush-
wick), brooklynfi reproof-
stages.com/screeningseries. 

FILM, “STAR WARS — THE 
FORCE AWAKENS”: Han 
and Chewie come home. 
Free. 8 pm. Transmitter Park 
[West Street and Green-
point Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(347) 987–2765], www.ny-
cgovarks.org. 

SAT, AUG. 6
TAP AND CORK BEER AND 

WINE FEST: Sip and sample 
your way through a curated 
selection of more than 60 
craft beer and artisanal 
wines. $25–$50. 2–8 pm. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

DANCE, TARGET FIRST 
SATURDAY: Celebrates 
Caribbean heritage with an 
evening of music, dance, 
and performances. Free. 
5–10 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

HINDU LAMP CEREMONY: 
The traditional Aarti cer-
emony followed by a dance 
performance. Free. 4 pm 
to 8 pm. Pebble Beach  in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (Old 
Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in Columbia Heights), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

MUSIC, GARDEN GROOVES: 
Free. 6 pm to 8:30 pm. 
Greene Acres Community 
Garden [334 Franklin Ave. in 
Clinton Hill, (212) 333–2552]. 

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Jay St. between Johnson 
and Willoughby streets 
Downtown), www.tccrocks.
com. 

BIKE HELMET DAY: Get a 
free bike helmet while sup-
plies last. A parent or legal 
guardian must be present 
to sign a waiver for children 
under age 18. Free. Noon–3 
pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

FILM, TROMADANCE FILM 
FESTIVAL, DAY 2: The 
gonzo fi lm company hosts 
screenings of animated 
fi lms, a panel discus-
sion, and unusual feature 
fi lms. Free. 6–10 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

MUSIC, TROMADANCE 
FILM FESTIVAL AFTER-
PARTY: Featuring Tragedy, 
an all-metal tribute to the 
Bee Gees. $15. 10 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

SUN, JULY 31
FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 

PARK: Free summer 
yoga on Sunday morn-
ings in July from Yogas-
ole. Bring your own mat. 
Free. 10 am. Prospect Park 
[Enter at Bartel Pritchard 
Square in Park Slope, (718) 
541–1382], www.yogasole.
com/eventskarma/outdoor-
freeyoga.html. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
WORSHIP: A worship ser-
vice followed by an interna-
tional food tasting event at 
2 pm, featuring dishes from 
the Carribbean and guest 
entertainers. $15 (food 
tasting). 10:30 am and 2 
pm. First Baptist Church of 
Crown Heights [450 Eastern 
Pkwy in Crown Heights, 
(718) 778–1200]. 

THE GREAT BROOKLYN LOB-
STER BOIL: A lobster feast 
with live music by the Loy-
ales, horseshoes and other 
games. $10 ($60 with meal). 
11 am. The Landing Court-
yard at Industry City [638 
Second Ave. between 36th 
and 37th streets in Sunset 
Park, (718) 369–3310]. 

ART, “THE FLYING SEED 
OVER THE SEA”: Sumi-e 
art painting dance, singing, 
and music. Free. 2 pm. J-
Collabo Brooklyn [300 Sev-
enth St. between between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, 347–987–3217], 
www.j-collabo.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

It’s alive!: The 17th Annual Tromadance Film Festival 
is happening (for free!) on the afternoon of July 30, 
but we are excited about the after-party, where metal 
band Tragedy will perform covers of Bee Gee songs!
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Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

 
 

 

T
here is a lesson in all 
this fervor over finding 
Pokemons in the world. 

It is the same lesson we have 
to look for in politics, or mar-
keting. It is the lesson of fig-
uring what people want and 
how they will follow you if 
you give it to them.

I try to think of history. 
Being in Europe helped, pass-
ing castles on the hill that 
were built in the 11th cen-
tury. Things weren’t so dif-
ferent then, really. There were 
people with power and peo-
ple without it. Often, there 
were moats in between so 
the wealthy could just pull 
up a bridge to protect them-
selves when the people got 
angry.

What people want is sim-
ple. 

“Reward,” a friend said. 
Everyone wants a reward. 
Pokemon Go gets people 
off the couch in a way my 
son Eli laughed, “the govern-

ment has spent millions try-
ing to do, and failed.”

Simply by setting up a 
simple reward system, an 
“if you do this, you will get 
this” equation, it motivated 
people.

As a parent, I try to figure 
how to motivate my kids all 
the time. It turns out, to get 
them through some hot sight-
seeing walks through Italian 
cities, all it took was a few 
hotspot-allowed moments of 
looking for Pokemon. 

All of a sudden that bor-
ing church was offering them 
something, that long stretch 
of park was a place they were 
dying to traverse to get … to 
get … what? I could have 
asked, but the complex web 
of characters was more than 
my mind can compute on va-
cation.

All I knew was that my 
kids seemed to have energy 
and purpose, and that was a 
good thing.

Of course, we can’t rely 
on a silly game to motivate 
us for very long any more 
than we can fully rely on any 
politician or brand promise 
to do so. 

In my many years of writ-
ing about marketing, I was al-
ways thrilled to hear a story 
of a product that offered a 
truly enticing promise, a re-
ward that people were more 
than willing to pay for.

Take Starbucks, a now 
decades-long reward sys-
tem we flock to like lem-
mings at exorbitant prices. 
I remember a roundtable dis-
cussion I led at a marketing 

conference in Los Angeles 
where I asked everyone to 
give the young brand man-
ager of the newly pervasive 
Starbucks a standing ovation. 
What was it about that brand 
that managed to change even 
New Yorkers’ die-hard tradi-
tion of cheap coffee in that 
Greek diner cup? 

I talked to a young Wall 
Street trader on a plane once. 
He told me how he worked 
crazy hours, how he was 
headed to a bachelor party, 
which was a rare couple of 
days off. 

I nodded. I knew a lot 
of guys like him, with jobs 

that paid a lot but then owned 
them, and they had no life. 

“That’s why Starbucks 
got popular,” I said. “It of-
fered people a little vacation 
in a cup.”

He nodded vociferously. 
“1 pm” he said.

I looked at him, con-
fused.

“1 pm, every day. I take 
orders, and I go to Star-
bucks…”

Wow. How right I was, 
how right Starbucks had 
been. All people want is a 
little break, a little reward. 
They’re willing to get up 
and find it, they’re willing 
to pay for it. 

A number of years ago, I 
looked hard at the Starbucks 
logo and realized it was a si-
ren, the mythical mermaid 
who lures sailors to the sea 
with her song.

They must have had a good 
laugh when they figured that 
one out, I thought.

Make no mistake, we are 
all lemmings for the right re-
ward. None of us, no matter 
how strong, can always resist 
a certain siren song. This is 
why I try to teach my kids 
to think about what they’re 
following, what rewards re-
ally matter in the end, what 
rewards will serve them and 
others in the long run.

It seems easy, to run to-
ward a goal set out for you 
by someone else. But what 
happens afterward? What 
does that goal matter if the 
run toward it leaves so much 
in ruins, if people got tram-
pled in the process? Some-
times, the greatest rewards 
aren’t so simply won. They 
are the result of long hard 
work, and patience. Some-
times, we have to remember, 
this isn’t just a game. 

This is life, and we have 
to think hard about how we 
can reap the greatest long-
term rewards.

Lemming culture: Pokemon Go & Starbucks
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Y
ears ago, when Marcia 
Zug read a  GQ mag-
azine  article about 

mail-order brides, she was 
revolted. A high-flying New 
York City photographer, fed 
up with all the demanding 
models he was dating, wanted 
to find a subservient woman 
to make him happy. So he or-
dered a pretty bride from a 
foreign country.

When the bride got here he 
found her annoying, too. So 
he sent her home — pregnant 
with his child — and went 
back to dating models.

Zug never forgot that piece. 
And even after she left her 
hometown of Manhattan to 
become a professor of fam-
ily and immigration law at the 
University of South Carolina, 
she felt she had to expose the 
evil men who get their brides 
by mail. She delved into her 
research and guess what?

Now she’s married … to a 
very different narrative. 

“I’m not suggesting that this 
is the marital path for every-

body,” Zug said in a phone call. 
But in her new book, “Buy-
ing a Bride: An Engaging His-
tory of Mail-Order Matches,” 
(NYU Press) she presents the 
opposite of the idea she went in 
with. Far from depressing and 
degrading, mail-order matri-
mony “can actually be a very 
good choice for certain people 
in certain situations.” 

The book starts at the dawn 
of mail-order love: Jamestown, 
Va., circa 1600. Unlike New 
England, which was settled by 
families, Jamestown was set-
tled by men. Conditions were 
horrendous — one settler de-
scribed it as “hell, a misery, a 
death” — and there weren’t 
any English-speaking women 
to not enjoy it with. 

Some men hightailed it 
home, others married Na-
tive American women and 
went to live in their comfier 
villages. In desperation, the 
Virginia Company decided to 
try attracting Englishwomen 
by paying their dowries. For 
young women toiling as ser-

vants just to save up enough to 
marry, the offer was liberating, 
and about 140 came over.

They got to choose their 
husbands and seem to have 
been treated quite well, thanks 
to the laws of supply and de-
mand. Laws were written to 
keep them happy. They could, 
for instance, legally break 
an engagement — some-
thing they couldn’t do back 
in England.

Fast forward to the West-
ern frontier a couple hundred 
years later when, once again, 
American men were heading 
out, and women weren’t. As 
much as these men needed 
wives, some women back east 

needed husbands. These in-
cluded women appalled by the 
local prospects, like the gal 
who placed this ad in a Mis-
souri paper in 1910: 

“Attractive women, not 
a day over thirty, would be 
pleased to correspond with el-
igible man. Would prefer one 
with property, but one with a 
good paying position would be 
satisfactory. The young lady is 
of medium height, has brown 
hair and gray eyes, not fat, al-
though, most decidedly, she 
is not skinny. Her friends say 
she is a fine-looking woman. 
Object matrimony. Reason 
for this advertisement, the 
young woman lives in a lit-

tle dinky town, where the best 
catches are the boys behind 
the counters in the dry goods 
and clothing stores, and ev-
ery one of ’em is spoken for 
by the time he is out of his 
short pants.”

Gosh, I’d marry her — what 
spunk. Zug found little evi-
dence of exploitation or mis-
treatment of these brides. And 
today, the same holds true.

Americans seeking brides 
can easily go online to meet 
prospects. Most of the women 
live in Asia or Eastern Europe. 
And while it seems like a ter-
rible imbalance — any schlub 
with U.S. citizenship can at-
tract a desperate catch — it 
is a better marriage market 
for everyone.

“The women come from 
countries where their pros-
pects are not great,” says Zug. 
Some live where they’re not 
allowed to pursue a career. 
Some live where they are 
worthless if divorced, wid-
owed, already have children, 
or are simply too old — per-

haps 25. They look to Amer-
ica, and the path to get here 
is marriage. 

“These men are often much 
more attractive to them than 
the men they see in their coun-
tries,” says Zug. 

The men are not allowed to 
marry women sight unseen. 
Legally they must meet at least 
once before they marry, and 
the mail-order sites organize 
trips to get the prospects to-
gether.

Once here, says Zug, the 
brides not only have far ros-
ier prospects than back home, 
they often make the men shape 
up, too. As in “I’m learning a 
whole new language. Go get 
your GED!” 

And unlike the GQ article, 
many of these couples live hap-
pily ever after — maybe even 
happier than most, since ev-
eryone likes to get a surprise 
in the mail.  

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

Nothing wrong with mail-order brides!

By Lenore Skenazy

Chilling out
Kids sought relief from the heat wave at Prospect 
Park’s LeFrak Center on July 22. An ice-skating 
rink in winter, it is still the coolest place in the park 
when temperature soar.
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Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to walk, 
bend, work, or drive as turning 
your head to see the car behind 
you — a function we barely 
even think about under normal 
conditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating pain 
impacts the quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried to 
get help. You may have already 
seen doctors for traditional 
medical and chiropractic care, 
without results. Perhaps it ap-
pears the only possibility is 
surgery. 

But this is not your only op-
tion. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn has been treating pa-
tients with these conditions for 
more than 32 years, reinstat-
ing their quality of life through 
nonsurgical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs are in-
volved. Instead, he utilizes de-
compression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative treat-
ment for serious neck and low 
back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi. “It has helped peo-
ple who are at the end of their 
rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 

the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, engi-
neers, and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi, who is trained in 
these methods. The certifica-
tion course was designed by 
the leading expert in spinal de-
compression, Dr. Jay Kennedy, 
D.C., who taught doctors world-
wide and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of de-
compression systems. To gain 
certification involves more 
than 40 hours of instruction, 
including hands-on training 
sessions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and oth-
ers in the community with ad-
vanced spinal decompression 
therapy,” says Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal stenosis, 
bulging, herniated, and degen-
erative discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn 7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 833–3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at  
Spine and Disc Center
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M
ets legend Mookie 
Wilson paid a visit to 
Brooklyn last week as 

the 1986 World Series hero 
served as a special instructor 
to the Cyclones and gave his 
input to the coaching staff. 
Wilson – the only man to play 
for the Mets in every year of 
the 1980s — was the Cyclones 
manager in 2005. 

Wilson’s return to Brook-
lyn — an attempt to help the 
Clones break out of a seri-
ous hitting slum — brought 
back memories for the star 
as he reminisced on his time 
managing. 

“I think this is the best mi-
nor-league job in baseball,” 
Wilson said. “I’ve enjoyed it. I 
think anyone that comes here 
would miss it.”

Wilson would like to watch 
from field-level as the play-
ers move, but that isn’t always 
an option during the game. A 
Mookie-sighting by Mets fans 
frequently turns into some-
thing akin to teenage girls 
in the ’60s seeing The Beat-
les, and Wilson would rather 
avoid the attention if possi-
ble. He was in Brooklyn to 
do a job and while he’s cer-
tainly appreciative of the fans, 
that job didn’t include sign-
ing autographs or posing for 
pictures.

“It gets a little crazy some-
times,” Wilson said. “That’s 
why I always sit in the press 
box, I ain’t going to sit in the 
stands.”

Wilson observed the games 
from the press box, but he 
spent plenty of time on the 
field as well, working with the 
Brooklyn players and helping 
them refocus their mindset. It 
has been a roller coaster sea-
son for the Cyclones – who 
have struggled to hit consis-
tently this summer – and Wil-
son was determined to help 
boost the squad’s collective 
confidence at the plate.

Pitching often domi-
nates in the New York-Penn 
League, but Wilson was quick 
to point out that these hitters 
have never faced pitching like 
this on a nightly basis.

“We have to keep in mind 
that these are college kids,” 
Wilson said as he watched 
Brooklyn’s 3–2 win on July 
21. “They haven’t played at 
this level before and seeing 
this consistent pitching ev-
ery night. In college, you get 
one good pitcher on a team. 
Here, all these guys were the 
best pitcher on their team, so 
that’s tough.”

Minor league teams also 

Mookie sighting! 
Mets legend Wilson pitches in for Clones

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

deal with rosters made up of 
guys who are often the best 
from where they came and it 
isn’t always easy to get every-
one on the same page.

“It’s all about ego,” Wilson 
said. “Some of these guys have 
never failed before.”

Piazza the action
Wilson was not the only 

Mets fan-favorite in the house 
last week. Cyclones coach Ed-
gardo Alfonzo — a Met in-
fielder from 1995 to 2002 — 
is a regular at MCU Park, but 
his presence in the third-base 
coaching box is still a high-
light for plenty of Brooklyn 
fans. 

One of those fans includes 
Mike Piazza, who mentioned 
Alfonzo during his Hall of 
Fame induction speech on July 
24, calling Alfonzo a clutch 
player who took some of the 
pressure off him.

The most famous of those 
moments came on on June 30, 
2000. The Mets entered the 
eighth trailing the Braves 8–1, 
but Piazza’s three-run homer 
gave the Mets an 11–8 lead. 
During his speech in Coo-
perstown, Piazza noted that 
Alfonzo had tied the game 
with a two-run single in front 
of him.

As a tribute to Piazza, 
the Cyclones wore black jer-
seys on July 24, the style of-
ten worn by the Mets in that 
era. Alfonzo looked right at 
home in the black jersey with 
his familiar number 13.

On July 26 — 1950s night 
— the Cyclones honored Al-
fonzo with his own bobble-
head, styled with a Henry Win-
kle-esque look that included 
a leather jacket, jeans and, of 
course, a thumbs up. 

Time isn’t money
When you’re playing 

baseball, you are never on 
the clock. In fact, there is no 
clock, so you might as well 
get things over with as soon 
as possible.

That is what Cyclones man-
ager Tom Gamboa thinks 
when it comes to his team’s 
penchant for playing extra-
inning games — which his 
boys have done more than any 
other team in the league both 
this year and last. 

“I keep telling these guys 
that their paycheck is going to 
be the same,” Gamby said. “We 
don’t get paid for overtime.”
Or the extra work — and 
brainwork — that has to be 
done to finish the game. The 
Clones’ skipper has had to 
manage his bullpen more than 
any other manager in the New 
York-Penn League because of 
the marathons.

“There’s teams in the 
league that’ve pitched 30 less 
innings than we’ve played,” 
Gamboa said. “I don’t know 
why we insist on playing all 
these extra innings, but we 
do.”

Can’t anyone play?
The Cyclones finished 2015 

with a 33–43 record, the first 
losing season in team history, 
and this summer is shaping 
up the same way. The team 
sits at 19–19 at press time, 
and Gamboa pointed to his 
boys’ inability to get clutch 
hits as the primary culprit for 
the middling records this year 
and last.

“That was the number-one 
downfall of our team a year 
ago and so I used that every 
single day the two months we 
were in Florida, talking about 
last year’s failure of our of-
fense here,” he said. “Even 
though we didn’t hit for a good 
average, if we just would’ve 
situational hit, we could’ve 
reversed our record.”

Gamboa thinks this team 
has more offensive talent than 
the 2015 roster, but the strike-
out totals are still too high.

“What we keep preach-
ing to the guys, the first two 
strikes belong to you, but the 
third one belongs to the team,” 
Gamboa said.

Former Met Mookie Wilson joined the Cyclones last 
week as a special instructor, working to help the 
squad try and snap its current offensive slump.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Not so long ago, in a base-
ball field just down the road 
… Star Wars!

Good and evil clashed in 
a momentous battle at MCU 
Park on July 23, and it was 
not the hometown Brooklyn 
Cyclones against the hated 
Staten Island Yankees — it 
was the Jedi versus the Sith. A 
Star Wars-themed space op-
era played out in between in-
nings, culminating when more 
than four-dozen lightsaber-
wielding combatants duked 
at the end of the game — and 
the good guys won with the 
help of the crowd’s Jedi mind 
tricks, one organizer said.

“We judge how well we do 

with a call and response at 
the end, and we got the whole 
crowd into it,” Empire Sa-
ber Guild local director Ru-
bin Polizzy said. “They used 
the Force to mind trick the 
bad guys into giving up and 
leaving the field — it went 
really great.”

The drama started when 
the evil Sith — led by su-
preme baddie Darth Vader 
— marched out on the field 
at the beginning of the game 
and demanded to know where 
Jedi hero Obi-Wan Kenobi 
was hiding (he was buying 
Cyclones merch). He and his 
henchmen captured Jedi dur-
ing the course of the game and 
rounded them up for a cruel 
execution at the end of the 

matchup, but Obi-Wan showed 
up with two dozen warriors 
of his own and dropped them 
faster than a case of stolen 
spice at an Imperial customs 
checkpoint.

Polizzy’s group teaches 
lightsabers and puts on dra-
matic melees to raise money 
for charities. The group raffled 
off two prop lightsabers dur-
ing the game to raise $2,100 
for Saint Mary’s Hospital for 
Children in Queens.

Cyclones players let the 
force flow through them as 
well — the squad  routed the 
visiting Aberdeen IronBirds 
7–2  with the help of catcher 
Darryl Knight’s three-run 
homer in the bottom of the 
eighth inning.

Attack of the Clones
‘Star Wars’ battle plays out during game

(Clockwise from above) Cyclones catcher Darryl Knight, left, duels with out-
fielder Jacob Zanon before the Clones’ game against the Aberdeen IronBirds. 
Darth Vader made an appearance during an onfield battle between Jedi and 
Sith forces. Two young Jedi-in-training came with a Knight to the game.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Dozens of Park Slopers 
packed a community meet-
ing on Monday might to say 
“nein!” to a plan for an out-
door garden at a St. Marks 
Place German beer hall that 
they say is simply the wurst 
neighbor around.

The proprietor of the 
Koelner Bierhalle between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues came 
to seek the local community 
board’s endorsement for a state 
permit to shill steins on a patio 
he said would accommodate 
around 20 patrons and close 
at 8:30 pm, but locals claimed 
the Teutonic tavern is already 
loud and unruly enough with-
out letting the rummies party 
outside.

“Having an outdoor garden 

On their shnitz list
Slopers protest Bierhalle’s patio pitch

on our block is insane,” said 
long-time Warren Street res-
ident Ron Fliegelman at the 
Community Board 6 liquor li-
cense committee. “I don’t un-
derstand where there’s even 

a possibility that this could 
go through.”

One local couple had such 
passionate objections to the 
bar, they cut their vacation 
short to make the meeting.

“There’s noise late at night 
and people throwing up on 
the street,” said St. Marks 
Place resident Tom Harri-
man, who drove all the way 
from Vermont with wife Meg 
to protest the beer hall and 
its outdoor expansion.

Expecting opposition, the 
owner began his presenta-
tion with an impassioned 
speech blaming the com-
munity’s numerous gripes 
on his former business part-
ners, whom he bought out in 
November last year.

“I was a minority share-
holder, I did not like the way 
the business was being run, 
and I took it over last year, 
revamped it, and tried to 
make it something great,” 
said Marquis Williams to 
his ornery audience.

Williams went on to enu-
merate the various measures 
he has already taken to make 
the bar more palatable for 
locals — which he said in-
clude building a foyer to muf-
fle some of the noise, hiring 
additional staff to manage 

outdoor crowds, and keep-
ing the music turned down 
to a pleasant drone.

But many of the locals’ 
gripes concerned transgres-
sions they say occurred af-
ter Williams took over sole 
ownership of the establish-
ment,

“As earlier as a few weeks 
ago, there’s still people call-
ing 311 with noise com-
plaints,” said Jessica Kimel-
man, holding up a fist full 
of noise complaints.

There have been five 311 
complaints about the bar this 
year, and more than 50 since 
it opened in 2012, according 
to city data.

The committee didn’t vote 
on the application, and ul-
timately decided to form a 
group of residents to negoti-
ate conditions with Williams, 
which he will have to adhere 
to in return for the board’s 
endorsement. 

The group is expected to 
hammer out the agreement 
before the board’s executive 
meeting on Aug. 8. 

Slopers are not happy about the Koelner Bierhalle, 
or its plan to open an outdoor drinking garden.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Lo

ui
se

 W
at

er
id

g
e



July 29–August 4, 2016 AWP  13Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500



14  AWP  July 29–August 4, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Dad went to 
buy milk for the
fifth time today

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 


