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Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Downtown may be getting a 
little too suite!

A 196-key Hilton just opened 
its doors on Jay and Schermerhorn 
streets — the fifth hotel to open 
in the area in the past two years, 
and the neighborhood could soon 
hit its capacity if the lodge-build-
ing frenzy doesn’t slow down, ac-
cording to an expert.

“I definitely think there’s a 
saturation of hotels,” said Colby 
Swartz, the managing director of 
hotel advisory firm Suzuki Capi-
tal. “I don’t know if [Brooklyn’s] 
the best locations for a new hotel 
site — yet alone a destination point 
to actually draw clientele.” 

Between them, the new Hilton, 
Holiday Inn, Hampton Inn, Daz-
zler, and Even hotels have added 
934 rooms to the area in the past 
two years, joining existing chain 
inns the Marriott, Hotel Indigo, 
Sheraton, Aloft, and, of course, 
 the Brooklyn House of Detention-
adjacent Nu Hotel . 

Right now, the hotels’ main sell-
ing point is offering lower rates than 
their counterparts across the river 
— a room at the Hilton in Man-
hattan on a recent Thursday night 
cost at least $399, while a bed at the 
Brooklyn one was just $209, and 
guests say it is a great deal.

“I like to stay in Downtown 
Brooklyn so I can do Brooklyn 
and Manhattan,” said Anne Ma-
rie Pellicano, who travels from Flor-
ida to Kings County on business 
regularly, and recently stayed at 
the new Hilton — which she loved. 
“It’s half the price of what you pay 
in Manhattan.” 

But Downtown is hardly a tour-
ist destination, Swartz said, and the 

INN-UNDATED
Has Downtown’s hotel boom reached saturation point?

glut of generic hotel brands are go-
ing to start struggling if they can’t 
differentiate themselves from one 
another by offering reduced rates 

or special amenities.
“Particularly when you’re in 

the Brooklyn area you definitely 
need to have a little more of a draw 

than ‘Hey, I have a hotel here,’” 
he said. 

Most of the Downtown hotels 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Who’s a good boy?
The American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
honored a pit bull puppy who 
thwarted a rape in a Red Hook 
park last month with a ceremony 
last Thursday afternoon, and the 
organizer says she hopes the cel-
ebrations will send a message to 
the world that the much-maligned 
breed is just misunderstood. 

“I saw the news and said we 
have to do something because the 
breed is terribly discriminated 

against,” said Jean Shafiroff, a 
Manhattan philanthropist and an-
imal rights activist who put to-
gether the ceremony. 

Five-month-old Apollo and his 
human Maya Fairweather were 
out walking in the Red Hook Rec-
reation Area on the evening of 
Nov. 28 when a perv grabbed her 
by her jacket and pushed her to 
the ground as he tried to pull 
down her pants, according to 
Fairweather.

But the pup stopped the pred-
ator in his tracks by running over 
and biting him in the leg, giving 
both Fairweather and Apollo a 

chance to run off. 
The heroic hound was feted 

for his good deed by enjoying a 
limo ride to a Manhattan hotel, 
where he was greeted by a giant 
dog-food cake, treats and toys, and 
gift certificates for groomers and 
pet stores from Shafiroff. 

Apollo ate up all the attention 
— not to mention the cake, said 
Fairweather.

“I think he loved the atten-
tion, he was really excited,” she 
said.

Police say they’re still search-
ing for the attempted rapist, who 
they say is a man in his 20s. 

Yip yip hooray! 
Hook pit bull honored after thwarting rape 

Maya Fairweather shows some love to pup Apollo, who stopped an attempted rapist.
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(Clockwise from top left) A 196-key Hilton opened on Jay and Schermerhorn streets ear-
lier this month — just the latest in a hotel-building boom Downtown. The Hampton Inn at 
Flatbush Avenue Extension and Tillary Street has 117 rooms. The 202-room Even Hotel at 
Nevins and Schermerhorn streets promotes itself as a hub for health-conscious travellers. 
And the Dazzler has 174 rooms right across the road from the Hampton Inn.
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THE DAZZLER

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It wasn’t a facade. 
The developer  building a massive 

housing complex  on the site of the for-
mer Long Island College Hospital filed 
plans for two towers on Dec. 7,  dash-
ing some residents’ hopes  that its ear-
lier threats to build a high-rise over the 
Cobble Hill Historic District were just 
a bluff to push residents into support-
ing a rezoning. 

But, just as promised, the plans show 
builder Fortis Property Group is plan-
ning a 15-story residential structure on 

a low-rise brownstone stretch of Henry 
Street, confirming locals’ worst fears that 
their brownstone-lined nabe will soon be 
overshadowed by tall buildings.

“It’s always a punch in the gut to see 
towers in Cobble Hill,” said Amy Breed-
love, president of local civic group the 
Cobble Hill Association.

The Henry Street building, between 
Pacific and Amity streets, will include 30 
apartments, a 21-car garage, and a swim-
ming pool, according to the plans. 

There will also be a 17-story high-
rise on Hicks Street and Atlantic Av-
enue that includes 46 units on the top 
nine floors, six floors of community 

facilities — which can be used by hos-
pitals and churches, but  also as college 
dorms  — and a four-story parking ga-
rage for 282 cars  that may also serve a 
new medical center next door.  

The developer’s honchos  had threat-
ened  to build glassy towers over the land-
marked low-rise district if local residents 
and pols didn’t support their efforts to 
rezone the land so they could build more 
units than is currently allowed. In ex-
change, they said, they’d erect a less-
ugly complex farther away from the his-
toric district. 

When residents didn’t bite, the real 
estate tycoons  announced in Novem-

ber  that they will just go ahead with 
structures allowed under current zoning, 
and Cobble Hill Association members 
crossed their fingers that the developer’s 
earlier threats were all bluster. 

But the plans filed last Wednesday 
are broadly similar  to those presented 
to the community in October last year , 
give or take a few stories. 

Breedlove says it’s disappointing to 
see Fortis go through with building on 
the edge of the landmarked thorough-
fare, but hardly surprising given the firm 
is trying to squeeze as much cash as it 
can from the project. 

“We don’t want that height on the east 

side of Henry Street,” she said. “But it’s 
understandable given that a developer 
wants to take the maximum [building 
area] to make the most money.”

The two towers represent just a small 
part of the entire development — For-
tis still hasn’t filed plans for the bulk of 
the complex in the two blocks bounded 
by Hicks, Henry, and Amity streets and 
Atlantic Avenue.

The developer has also not released 
new renderings of the complex, but the 
most recent ones feature a lot of glass, 
which particularly pained lovers of lo-
cal historic architecture.

Fortis declined to comment. 

LICH developer’s new plans met with dismay

See HOTEL GLUT  on page 12

An early rendering of the tower 
next to the historic district.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

There will be no weekend 2 and 3 train 
service in Brooklyn for more than a year 
while the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority repairs the line’s Hurricane Sandy-
ravaged tunnel to Manhattan next year, 
the agency announced last Friday.

Kings County red-bullet riders won’t 
be stranded when the 56-weekend clo-
sure starts in June — 4 and 5 trains 
will hit all the local stops from Nevins 
Street station to New Lots Avenue and 
Flatbush Avenue–Brooklyn College sta-
tions, respectively.

But Clark Street station in Brooklyn 
Heights and Downtown’s Hoyt Street 
stop will be out of commission during 
those weekends.

And it will add roughly four-and-a 
half minutes to the average commute 
for some 205,000 weekend riders, ac-
cording to the agency. 

For those unfortunate Brooklynites 
who have to visit the far-off island of 
Manhattan on weekends — and the lucky 
Manhattanites who get to spend some 
time in the Borough of Kings — there 
will be free above-ground transfers be-
tween the 4 and 5 Bowling Green stop 

No weekend 2 and 3 train service in Brooklyn starting spring next year

and the Whitehall Street–South Ferry 
1, 2, and R station.

The borough-connecting underwa-
ter passageway — officially called the 
Clark Street Tube — is in bad shape 

after the 2012 super-storm battered it 
with some 500,000 gallons of saltwater, 
damaging tracks, signals, and switches, 
transit officials say.

After the Clark Street tunnel, the 

agency will also perform  similar week-
end repairs to the F train’s Rutgers Street 
tunnel , and  close the L-train’s Canar-
sie tube full-time for a much-dreaded 
18 months of patch-ups .

A map showing where the 4 and 5 trains will run on weekends as of June.

M
TA

A red alert for weekend travel

’Tis the season
Borough Hall lit up its giant Christmas tree with a festive ceremony 
on Dec. 8.
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APY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more

1.00%
For the first 90 days

Complete Checking Plus

Celebrate With Us!Celebrate With Us!

Flushing Bank
FlushingBank.com 800.581.2889

1.00%

200

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.
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SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

NOW CELEBRATING OUR 30TH YEAR!

Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY from 8am–2pm

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

The filing period to take
the next Police Officer Exam

begins on December 27, 2016.
Visit our website for further details.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Bring Who You Are.

NYPDRECRUIT.COM
212-RECRUIT

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’ll be the new Prospect 
Park West bike lane — for 
more reasons than one!

Hundreds of cyclists are 
demanding the city build a 
bike lane along Flatbush Ave-
nue through Prospect Park  in 
a new petition  — but locals 
predict longtime residents and 
motorists in the rapidly gentri-
fying neighborhoods nearby 
will fight the proposal, just as 
others did in the  years-long 
battle  over the park-adjacent 
bike lane in Park Slope. 

“It’s a great proposal,” said 
Community Board 9 member 
and Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens resident Tim Thomas, 
who signed the petition. “[But] 
I think it will create a lot of 
negative feelings from long-
time residents and drivers, not 
unlike the ‘fight’ on the other 
side of the park.” 

Since the petition went on-
line three weeks ago, some 
900 people have added their 
digital John Hancocks, tell-
ing the city to build a two-
way pedaling path protected 
by a line of parked cars be-
tween Grand Army Plaza and 
Empire Boulevard — which 
would likely end up taking 
space from vehicle traffic.

The “affluent” side of the 
park already has its lane on 

Bike lane battle gears up
Hundreds support Flatbush Ave. plan, predict confl ict

Prospect Park West — pow-
erful locals sued to nix it, 
but proponents  finally won  
the six-year court battle in 
September — and Lefferts 
Gardens and Crown Heights 
riders who use Flatbush Av-
enue to get to and from their 
homes are sick of dodging 
drivers who treat the park-
spanning roadway like it is 
the Indy 500, said the peti-
tion author.

“You have to worry about 
speeding cars, MTA buses, 
and dollar vans … I’ve come 
close to being swiped a few 
times,” said Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardener Cal DeJesus. “Some 
cyclists still ride in the street 
on that stretch, but I started 
riding on the sidewalk, and I 

notice other cyclists riding on 
the sidewalk as well.”

But some longtime resi-
dents already think the bike 
lane proposal will only serve 
newer, wealthier locals, and 
that the money could go to 
better uses, according to a lo-
cal activist.

“This petition started out 
of a Facebook page geared to 
newer residents and in a lot 
of ways it promotes gentri-
fication,” said Imani Henry, 
the lead organizer of the anti-
gentrification group Equal-
ity for Flatbush. “We can talk 
about hospitals, about subway 
fares going up, but it’s inter-
esting that they want to talk 
about spending money on a 
bike lane.”

Hundreds of cyclists are demanding the city create 
a protected bike lane on Flatbush Avenue through 
Prospect Park, where they say reckless drivers 
make for a hairy ride.
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The Department of Trans-
portation has previously kow-
towed to community boards 
opposing bike lanes. It spiked 
a planned lane on Clinton 
Avenue  in June  after an-
gry residents flooded meet-
ings complaining that it was 
just catering to a minority of 
yuppy “settlers.” And it  also 
exempted  Bedford-Stuyvesant 
from a new pedaling path on 
Lafayette Avenue this year 
that the nabe’s community 
board objected to it.

Still, proponents have a 
powerful advocate on their 
side — Borough President Ad-
ams has been pushing for a 
bike lane along the stretch 
since April, when he reached 
out to borough transit com-
missioner Keith Bray request-
ing a feasibility study. 

A Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman re-
fused to say whether such a 
study was in the works, but 
said the agency is working 
with the Beep and other lo-
cal leaders to discuss “pos-
sible options” regarding the 
proposal. 

Those talks began shortly 
after the letter was sent, but 
have yet to evolve into a real 
project, according to Adams’s 
chief communications hon-
cho.

“We’re at the moment open 
to where the conversation 
goes,” said spokesman Ste-
fan Ringel. “We’re not spe-
cific on this is the exact design 
and form and infrastructure, 
other than we’re looking for 
a good conversation.”

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A construction worker 
died after plummeting two 
stories from a building at the 
old Domino Sugar factory on 
the Williamsburg waterfront 
last Friday morning, accord-
ing to police.

Sunset Park resident Wil-
fredo Enriques, 59, fell from 

the sixth to the fourth floor 
of the  doughnut-shaped 
16-floor building that Two 
Trees Management is erecting  
at 325 Kent Ave., between S. 
Third and S. Fourth streets, 
at around 8 am, police and 
the developer said.

Emergency responders 
found Enriques suffering 
head trauma and took him 

to Woodhull Hospital, where 
he died from his injuries, po-
lice said.

All work is on hold on the 
site while officials investigate 
what happened, Two Trees 
said in a statement. 

Enriques had worked for 
subcontractor PG Products 
of New York for the past de-
cade, and was installing a fa-

cade on the structure when he 
fell, the company said.

Contractors at the site have 
racked up some $9,050 in 
fines for various safety in-
fractions since 2015, accord-
ing to city records — includ-
ing uncovered holes, a lack 
of overhead protection be-
low walkways, and inade-
quate guardrails.

Worker dies at Domino Sugar site
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MKT 16.188b

Sign
Me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH 
AND EXCITING NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

CALL 1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 FREE pound of coffee 
with $50 purchase or more

 shipping of gift baskets 
within the USA under 10lbs 

*)

Hot Breakfast Special: FREE Coffee with Breakfast
*

Give the Gift 
of Coffee & 

Gift Baskets 
this Christmas

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A baddie stabbed a guy 
and stole his new cellphone 
as he was leaving a Bond 
Street store on Dec. 7. 

The victim told cops he was 
walking to his car from the 
mobile phone store on Liv-
ingston Street at 5:30 pm when 
two filchers tried to grab the 
bag from his hand. 

The victim pushed one 
thief away but his accomplice 
pulled out a knife, stabbed the 
man in his arm, picked up the 
bag, and ran off, said cops.

Sneaker sneak
A rogue stole Adidas cloth-

ing from a Fulton Street store 
on Dec. 1.

The purloiner lifted the 
duds from the display case 
in the shop by Red Hook 
Lane at 5:25 pm, stuffed it 
inside his bookbag, and left 
the store without paying, po-
lice said.

Pickpocketed 
A sneak stole a transit 

worker’s New York City 
Transportation Authority em-
ployee subway pass from his 
pocket inside the Jay Street 
station on Dec. 7. 

The worker had his pass 
when he entered the station on 
Willoughby Street at 5:25 pm, 
but then a woman in a heavy 

Muggers steal just-bought phone

coat bumped into him. Once 
he got home, he realized his 
pass was gone, cops said.

Grab and go 
Some pilferer snatched a 

woman’s wallet from her bag 
inside a Fulton Street shop 
on Dec. 9. 

The victim was browsing 
intimates in the store near 
Willoughby Street at 4:45 pm 
with her purse over her shoul-
der. The pickpocket moved in 
and grabbed the wallet from 
her bag and fled, cops said.

Snooze and lose 
A ne’er-do-well stole a wal-

let from a woman who was 
napping on a Coney Island-
bound N train on Dec. 6.

The tired victim was riding 
the locomotive at around 6:40 
pm when she fell asleep. When 
she awoke near the Pacific and 
Fourth avenues station, she 
discovered that wom3 wea-
sel had lifted her wallet con-
taining $1,500.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Mouth breather
Police arrested a man who 

allegedly snuck into a wom-
an’s Park Avenue apartment 
while wearing a snorkel on 
Dec. 6 and threatened to 
kill her.

The victim told police she 
left her door slightly open 
while she was asleep in bed 
in her residence by N. Portland 
Avenue around 5:30 am and 
the suspect entered her room 
wearing the aquatic breathing 
aid and struck her in the head 
with an object that appeared 
to be a gun, while grabbing 
her by the hair and threaten-
ing to kill her, said cops. 

He fled without taking any-
thing from the woman, po-
lice said.  

Medal missing
A burglar crept into a man’s 

St. James Place apartment and 
stole his Eagle Scout medal 
and other goods on Dec. 2. 

The victim told police he 
thinks he left his keys attached 
to the door and the bad guy 
entered the residence near 
Fulton Street overnight and 
stole his medal, laptop, mug, 
and knife.

Game over
A trio of troublemakers 

bashed a guy and stole his 
video games on a Grand Ave-
nue sidewalk on Dec. 7. 

The victim was walking 
near Flushing Avenue at 11:30 
pm when the baddies snuck 
up from behind and punched 
him in the side of the face, 
knocking him to the ground, 
cops said. 

Then the worms started 
punching and kicking the vic-
tim as he was down, trying 
to grab his backpack. One of 
the bruisers hissed, “Give me 
your stuff,” and ripped open 
the bag, taking his Playstation, 
video games, and movies, ac-
cording to a report.

Sped off
A pair of punks tried un-

successfully to steal a deliv-
ery man’s bike as he rode on 
Flushing Avenue on Dec. 5.

The victim was riding back 
from a dropping off an order 
near Carlton Avenue at 11:09 
pm when the two knaves ran 
towards him and tried to swipe 
his two-wheeler, but the rider 
scuffled with the weasels and 
they fled empty-handed, au-
thorities said. 

Pushed
A jerk pushed a guy off 

his bike and stole his cell-
phone on Flushing Avenue 
on Dec. 8.

The rider was traveling by 
N. Portland Avenue at 10:45 
pm when the snake shoved 
him off his two-wheeler and 
snatched his phone, cops said. 
 — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Dirty laundry
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say tried to break into 
a Vanderbilt Avenue laundro-
mat on Dec. 1.

A witness saw 19-year-old 
suspect standing atop a car, 
attempting to break into the 
clothes-washing business near 
Prospect Place around 1:20 
am, police said.

Bike swipe
A nogoodnik stole a man’s 

bike on Eastern Parkway 
sometime between Dec. 3 
and Dec. 4.

The victim told cops 
he locked up his ride near 
Washington Avenue around 
9 pm on Dec. 3 and went to 
attend a museum show, but 
when he went back for his 
bike around 1 pm the next 
day, it was gone.

Not so fast 
Cops cuffed a teen who 

they say jumped a turnstile 
while carrying drugs at a Flat-
bush Avenue train station on 
Dec. 3. 

The 18-year-old allegedly 
tried to skip paying his fare at 
the platform near Atlantic Av-
enue around 8:22 am, police 
said. When officers caught up 
to the kid, they say they found 
drugs on him, according to 
the police report.

Package prowler
A bandit raided a delivery 

box outside a woman’s Gar-
field Place home on Dec. 3.

The woman told author-
ities she was away visiting 
family and returned to find 
naught but an empty box in 
front of her home near Eighth 
Avenue.

— Alexandra Simon

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

 Bloody brawl
A malefactor punched a 

guy in the face outside a Van 
Brunt Street bar on Dec. 10, 
sending him to the hospital. 

The 60-year-old victim told 
police they were in front of 
the watering hole between 
Verona Street and Visita-
tion Place at about 10:30 pm 
when the brute socked him 
in the face, cutting on his lip. 
Emergency responders took 

the victim to New York Meth-
odist Hospital, according to 
authorities.

 Phone it in
A crook broke into a guy’s 

Sullivan Street apartment on 
Dec. 12 and stole his cell-
phone, officials said.

The victim told police 
the malefactor broke in to 
his pad between Van Brunt 
and Conover streets through 
his front door at about 10 am 
and swiped his Samsung Gal-
axy phone from his jacket 
pocket and then fled, offi-
cials said. 

Scared off
A bozo tried to break 

into a woman’s apartment 
on Dikeman Street on Dec. 
12, but scampered away when 
something spooked him, po-
lice said.

The woman was in the 
home between Van Brunt and 
Richard streets at about 10 am 
when someone pushed on the 
door. But something scared 
the would-be burglar away, 
according to authorities. 

Viral 
A cyber criminal swiped 

money from a woman af-
ter sending her a threaten-
ing message telling her she 
would get a computer virus 
if she didn’t pay $369 on Dec. 
10, police said. 

The woman was on Am-
ity Street near Henry Street 
when she received a text mes-
sage that her computer soft-
ware would go haywire if 
she didn’t give her bank in-
formation to make the pay-
ment. The woman coughed 
up the $360.99 — but it all 
was a hoax, according to au-
thorities. 

Street scuffle 
Cops cuffed a 32-year-old 

guy who they say punched a 
man on W. Ninth and Smith 
streets on Dec. 12.

The guy told police the sus-
pect whacked him at about 9 
am, according to authorities.  
 — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Brutal attack
A cad dragged a woman 

down the street by her back-
pack on 10th Avenue on Dec. 
7, authorities said. 

The woman told police she 
was walking between 63rd and 
64th streets at 1 am when a 
man grabbed her backpack 
from behind and dragged her 
to the ground. 

After dragging the woman 
several feet, he ripped the bag 
free and bolted down the 
block, officials said. 

Van-ished
A villain made off with a 

grocery store’s van on Bay 
Ridge Avenue on Dec. 6, ac-
cording to police. 

The owner told police he 
parked the black Ford Econo-
line van between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues and locked 
the doors, but when he re-
turned at 7:45 pm, the vehi-
cle had vanished. 

The nose knows
Police arrested a man af-

ter they allegedly discovered 
a cache of drugs in his car on 
the corner of 92nd Street and 
Fourth Avenue on Dec. 9, a 
report says. 

Officers pulled over the 
man and his black Nissan 
Altima at 1 am for failing to 
signal, officials said. When 
the guy rolled down his win-
dow to speak with police, an 
excessive odor of marijuana 
emanated from the car. 

Upon further inspection, 
authorities say they discov-
ered the man was in posses-
sion of 35 glassine envelopes 
of heroin, 23 Ziploc bags of 
crack cocaine, and four plas-
tic tubs of crack cocaine. 
 — Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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This December, celebrate the 
holidays at Industry City

ENJOY FREE FAMILY FUN

RENEGADE CRAFT BROOKLYN
�������	
�
��
	

DEC 17-18: 11AM - 6PM
INDUSTRY CITY 

233 37TH STREET, BROOKLYN

SHOP HIGH-DESIGN AND ONE-OF-A-KIND GIFTS 
FROM 300+ CRAFTERS, MAKERS & DESIGNERS

POSADAS: A TRADITIONAL 
MEXICAN HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

BY MANO A MANO: MEXICAN
CULTURE WITHOUT BORDERS
& MIXTECA ORGANIZATION 

DEC 17: 12 - 6PM
INDUSTRY CITY 

241 37TH STREET (2ND FLOOR) BROOKLYN

�������	����������	������
BROOKLYN BLOCK LAB & 

���	����	��������� 
STARTING DECEMBER 8

THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS: 10AM - 1PM 
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS: 11:30AM - 5PM

INDUSTRY CITY 
274 36TH STREET, BROOKLYN
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Working people in New York City
face yet another MTA fare hike
next year – and this time it

could go up to $3 per ride. It’s just one
more challenge workers in New York will
face as the price of just about everything
continues to rise higher and higher.
Recent history has seen MTA fares rising
at an alarming rate, and the trend figures
to continue. 

That’s why we support a proposal
from the Community Service Society and
the Riders Alliance to subsidize a half-fare
MetroCard for the working poor. It would
benefit 800,000 New Yorkers struggling
at or below the federal poverty line by
putting more money in their pockets for
necessities including food, rent, and the
electric bill. 

According to the Community Service
Society, 25 percent of working-age, low-
income New Yorkers often cannot afford
the current fare, transit expenses eat up
more than 10 percent of poor families’
budgets. Bus and subway fares are
soaring – rising 45 percent between 2007
and last year – six times faster than
average income in New York City. And
that doesn’t even take in to account the
MTA’s recently announced plan to raise
fares next year. 

Those eligible for the proposed half-
fare plan would save more than $700 a
year, a large amount of money for the
working poor and other low-wage

workers in various industries across the
city, including thousands upon thousands
who work in retail.

Similar proposals have already been
implemented in San Francisco, Seattle
and London and they are gaining popular
support in Boston, Denver and here in
New York City. Advocates note that the
cost of the program to the city would
amount to a miniscule 0.3 percent of the
city’s annual budget – far outweighed by
the benefit for working families. This
proposal, supported by some 30
organizations representing low-wage
workers and transit advocates, also has
garnered editorial support from news
organizations including the New York
Times and the Daily News.

Implementing this proposal will help
hundreds of thousands of working-poor
New Yorkers get moving again
toward a path to the
middle class. We
support it and will
work toward making
it a reality. 

The proposed half-fare plan would
save low-income workers more than
$700 a year, a large amount of
money for the working poor.

Our Perspective
Reduced Transit Fare
Would Help Get Low-Wage
Workers Moving
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Urgent Care  
at Mount Sinai Doctors Brooklyn Heights 

300 Cadman Plaza West, 18th Floor 

Between Tillary and Pierrepont

929-210-6300

Monday – Friday | 8:30 am  – 8:30 pm 

Saturday & Sunday  | 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Holidays | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

If you have a sudden illness or injury, we’re 

here for you. Check in online or just walk 

in to our urgent care center near Borough 

Hall for fast and skilled medical care, so you 

can get right back home or back to work. 

We also off er appointments for primary 

care and more than 30 other specialties.

MOUNT SINAI DOCTORS 

URGENT CARE.

QUALITY CARE AT THE SPEED OF LIFE.

No Appointment  Needed

Beat the line and check in before you arrive at 

 www.mountsinai.org/bhurgentcare or just come in.

For life-threatening conditions, call 911 or 
visit an emergency room. 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is the world’s largest me-
norah no more-a!

A rabbinical court has for-
bidden a Park Slope rabbi 
from promoting the mas-
sive menorah that has spread 
Hanukkah cheer at Grand 
Army Plaza since 1984 as 
the world’s largest, decree-
ing instead that the title be-
longs to a colossal candela-
bra on the godless island of 
Manhattan.

The Chabad-Lubavitch 
court’s Dec. 1 decision ends 
 a years-long feud  between 
Rabbi Shimon Hecht and 
Crown Heights Rabbi Shm-
uel Butman — the man behind 
the competing candleholder in 
Central Park — but the losing 
side says they aren’t kvetch-
ing about the results.

“We’re going to follow the 
court’s decision,” said Rabbi 
Moshe Hecht, Shimon Hecht’s 
son. “It is what it is.”

Both Hecht’s and But-
man’s menorahs sit on a 32-
foot base — the maximum 
size permitted under Jewish 
law — but the Big Apple ver-
sion boasts significantly more 
girth than Brooklyn’s and  net-
ted the Guinness World Re-

cord for the title in 2006 . 
“This is wider and weighs 

more. There’s no compari-
son,” Butman  told this pa-
per in 2014 .

But Hecht has long main-
tained that his is the tallest be-
cause it sports a central candle 
— or shamash — that is six 
inches taller than his coun-
terpart’s.

To promote his claim, 
Hecht created a website 
called www.worldslargest-
menorah.com, which remains 
online despite the court’s de-
cision. 

But the Rabbinical court 
— essentially an arbitration 
process, where both parties 
agree to abide by the ruling — 
was more interested in the is-
sue of branding than physical 
size, and how Hecht’s claim to 
have the world’s largest me-
norah could negatively affect 
Butman’s, which predated the 
Kings County one by several 
years, according to a rabbi fa-
miliar with the case.

“The case was about the 
branding, not the reality of 
what’s larger or shorter,” said 
the rabbi, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. 

As a result of the court’s 
decision, Hecht will have to 

OY VEY! 
Slope menorah stripped 
of ‘world’s largest’ title

Revelers dance around the Grand Army Plaza me-
norah in the halcyon days of Hanukkah 2015, when 
it was still considered the world’s largest.
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re-brand his menorah, al-
though his main focus — as 
ever — will be promoting the 
lighting event at Grand Army 
Plaza, his son said.

“The menorah is the same 
menorah,” Moshe Hecht said. 
“We’re really just focused on 
making this Hanukkah the 
greatest ever.”

The Manhattan menorah 
isn’t Hecht’s only rival — his 
own nephew, Rabbi Aaron 
Raskin of Congregation B’nai 
Avraham of Brooklyn Heights, 
also runs a giant public meno-
rah lighting during Hanukkah, 
 which Raskin has previously 
declared to be the borough’s 
“official” one .

But the Borough of Kings’ 
preponderance of hulking 

Hanukkah lamps means it 
still enjoys bragging rights 
for boasting the most mega-
menorahs, if not the official 
largest, according to one lo-
cal mensch.

“We’ve got two huge me-
norahs and they’ve got one. 
Enough said,” said former 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz.

The not-largest menorah 
will be lit for the first night 
of Hanukkah with a kickoff 
concert and hot latkes at 
Grand Army Plaza (between 
Plaza Street West and Plaza 
Street East in Prospect 
Heights), Dec. 24 at 7 pm. 
Free. For subsequent light-
ing times, see www.world-
slargestmenorah.com.

Municipal Credit Union

Municipal Credit Union 
is currently accepting appli-
cations for its 2017 Scholar-
ship Program. It will award 
$66,000 in grants to college-
bound graduating high school 
seniors, including eight memo-
rial scholarships worth $5,000 
and 13 grants of $2,000.  

Eligibility for participation 
is open to a member, a child, 
or a grandchild of a member 
in good standing. Selection 
is based on academic perfor-

mance, extracurricular and 
community activities, refer-
ences, and an essay express-
ing personal goals. Students 
applying for the scholarships 
who are also members will 
automatically be entered for 
a $500 statewide Public Re-
lations and Marketing Coun-
cil Scholarship.

“MCU is deeply commit-
ted to supporting the youth 
throughout the communi-
ties in which our members 
work and live. Our scholar-

ship program is one way we 
achieve this by recognizing 
and rewarding young peo-
ple for their outstanding ac-
ademic performance and 
community service,” said the 
credit union’s president and 
chief executive officer Kam 
Wong. “We hope our schol-
arships will enable these stu-
dents to achieve their goals 
and succeed in their future 
endeavors.”  

Last year, Abrielle Moore 
of Canarsie was awarded the 

Julian I. Garfield Memorial 
Scholarship. She used the 
$5,000 Municipal Credit 
Union scholarship to study 
business, entrepreneurship, 
and organizations at Brown 
University.  

Applications are available 
at the credit union’s Brooklyn 
branches at 350 Jay St., 1560 
Flatbush Ave., 2142 Ralph 
Ave., and 1904 Surf Ave., and 
on its website, www.nymcu.
org. The deadline to submit ap-
plications is Jan. 6, 2017.

Giving back to the community
MCU accepting applications for 2017 college scholarships
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
hese aren’t your bubbe’s latkes!

A collection of chefs will radically 
redesign the humble potato pancake 

next week at the eighth annual Latke Fes-
tival, swapping out traditional toppings of 
sour cream or applesauce for short rib and 
oxtail jelly. Foodies will flock to the Brook-
lyn Museum on Dec. 19 to sample unique 
twists on the Hanukkah staple made from 
potatoes fried in oil. The festival is a tasty 
way to bring gentiles and the chosen people 
together for an early celebration of the holi-
day of lights, said the festival’s founder.

“December is so filled with holidays and 
really dominated by Christmas, which is 
wonderful, but I always say that I’m a Ha-
nukkah girl. There’s really this void around 
Hanukkah-related celebration — and a latke 
is so delicious! I mean who doesn’t love 
fried potato?” said Liz Neumark.

The Latke Festival started out small — 
in the kitchen of Neumark’s catering com-
pany Great Performances — but has ex-
panded to fill the Brooklyn Museum and 
feature include 21 different restaurants, each 
competing to make the fried fritter even 
more delicious, said Neumark.

“Every year it has grown and we get dif-
ferent kinds of restaurants involved and the 
people really, really look forward to it be-
cause there was nothing like it,” she said. 
“And it’s a perfect food that just lends it-

self to interpretation.”
During the three-hour festival, attend-

ees will sip from an open bar, sample many 
latkes, and vote for their favorites. Because 
it is easy to fill up on the starchy staple, 
we to spoke to four Brooklyn chefs — and 
the returning Manhattan champ — about 
the dishes to seek out first: 

Middle Eastern mash-up 
Brooklyn mini-chain Kulushkat will com-

bine the Jewish staple with its Middle Eastern 

counterpart the falafel to create “the Falatke,” 
which is topped with a lemony green tahini 
slaw. The mix of different flavors creates a 
culinary experience like no other, said chef 
and owner Yagil Kadosh. 

“We’re pretty psyched, we’ve been working 
on it for a couple months. People are going 
nuts for it. We’re hyped. It’s a unique flavor, 
and a unique concept,” he said. “It’s very au-
thentic flavors. I think it’ll be great.”

Returning champions 
Chefs from Veselka in Manhattan will 

prepare a “Hanukkah Latke” with potato 
and zucchini, and topped with chicken liver 
paté and julienned vegetables. The restau-
rant took home the gold last year and hopes 
to repeat the feat this year, said co-owner 
Jason Brichard. 

“We’re looking forward to it and possibly 
doing a repeat championship,” he said. 

A little fishy
Chef A Napadol of the Clinton Hill 

Thai restaurant Samui will bring some 
of her native Thailand’s f lavors into 
the kitchen to serve a latke topped with 
shrimp, salmon, and a spicy garlic sauce. 
The shrimp is raw and sterilized in vodka, 
and it adds a depth of f lavor, said Nap-
adol, while the salty salmon roll balances 
everything out. 

Nick Carraway’s favorite 
Shelsky’s Jewish deli in Boerum Hill will 

serve a latke version of its Great Gatsby 
sandwich, named for its caraway seeds. The 
latke is studded with caraway seeds, fried in 
duck fat, stuffed with honey mustard, and 
topped with horseradish cream cheese and 
pastrami-smoked salmon, a decadent com-
bination that might win the competition, 
said chef and owner Peter Shelsky.

“It’s outrageous. It’s stuffed with some-
thing, it’s different than something we’ve 
ever done,” he said. “And I think having it 
stuffed, when you bite into it, it oozes out 
a little, that might be the ticket.” 

Just a Norm-al latke 
Brooklyn Museum’s own Norm restau-

rant brings in Caribbean flavor with an ox-
tail-topped latke made from the potato-like 
woody root called yuca. Chef Saul Bolton 
purees onion into a juice and squeezes it into 
the latke to make it crispy, with no chunks, 
and adds a coconut milk-made yogurt and 
cilantro on top. The savory oxtail marma-
lade speaks to the neighborhood’s Carib-
bean community, said Bolton.

“Because it’s at the Brooklyn Museum, 
it speaks to the diversity of Brooklyn. I 
wanted to do something that sort of bridges 
that group, not the traditional latke. The 
yuca really works well, and it’s cool do-
ing something that’s a little different,” said 
Bolton. “Oxtail is big in Jamaica and the 
Caribbean. It’s really, really good stuff. I 
love potato latkes, and who doesn’t love 
potatoes in any shape or form?”

Getting Lit

This bar is fully booked!
Bookworms in Ditmas Park will have a new 

chance to nerd out — and to booze up — in their 
own neighborhood starting next week. The cre-
ators of Ditmas Lit, a monthly reading series 
launching Dec. 20 and running through March 
at Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop, aim to show-
case local talent and give local literature lovers 
a chance to bond over booze, books, and tacos. 
The reading series is a funky twist on hitting 
the books, said one creator.

“A night of listening to readings doesn’t have 
to be a stuffy affair,” said Rachel Lyon, who co-
created the series with Sarah Bridgins. “I’m hop-
ing that people who don’t think of themselves 
as writers or specifically as lit nerds show, up 
meet people, have a drink, and that it all gets 
wrapped up in this literary backdrop.”

The inaugural event will feature Isaac Fitzger-
ald, discussing his non-fiction book about tat-
toos, Gabrielle Moss reading from her lifestyle-
magazine parody “Glop,” poet Tommy Pico, and 
writer and cartoonist Jeanne Thornton. 

In Sycamore’s recently opened backyard space 
the Lodge, bookworms can nestle in blankets 
or chow down on tacos and tamales while the 
writers read excerpts of their work. After the 
series of 10-minute readings, people will be free 
to mingle, talk about the lit, and hopefully leave 
with some new friends. The watering hole is a 
book lover’s paradise, said Bridgins.

“It’s a cozy little place that kind of makes 
you want to curl up with a book,” said Brid-
gins. “The series grew out of a lack of literary 
events in Ditmas Park, but we also want it to 
be for everyone in a fun place that gets people 
excited about books.”

Ditmas Lit’s four-month stint at Sycamore is 
a trial run for future jaunts in the neighborhood. 
The organizers will study what works and what 
doesn’t and maybe find the series a more per-
manent spot, said Lyon.

“If it gains some traction we hope to find a 
new venue and maybe a home,” she said. “We 
have the sense that Ditmas is hungry for this sort 
of thing and I hope that we’re right.”

Ditmas Lit at Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 240–
5850, www.sycamorebrooklyn.com]. Dec. 20 at 
8 pm. Free. — Caroline Spivack

B O O KS

In this afterlife, it’s no girls allowed!
The ancient Egyptians believed that only dudes 

could live on after death, but according to a new 
exhibit open this week at the Brooklyn Museum, 
some women managed to slip into the afterlife 
— by becoming men! “A Woman’s Afterlife: 
Gender Transformation 
in Ancient Egypt,” de-
tails the post-mortem 
ritual that temporar-
ily transformed women 
into men so they could 
be reborn in the next 
world. 

Modern minds find 
the whole concept 
strange and sexist, but 
the exhibit demon-
strates how much be-
liefs can change, said 
its curator. 

“I know it’s weird but 
not everybody thinks 
the way we think — 
there’s more than one 
way to think about 
things and we are opening ourselves up to think 
outside of what we think is right,” said Egyptol-
ogist Edward Bleiberg. “In ancient times people 
believed in this — I don’t believe in this but I find 
it fascinating that people believed this.”

The transformation ritual required mummify-
ing a woman’s body in the same way as that of a 
man, a process that included describing her with 
the masculine word for “you” on her coffin, and 
painting an image of her with red skin.

“Red skin on the coffin indicates a male,” said 
Bleiberg. “On a woman’s coffin they used to paint 
her skin to the male color for a ritual.” 

Mummification was generally just for the rich 
and elite, but it is unknown whether poorer Egyp-
tians also did similar rituals, said Bleiberg.

The exhibit consists of 27 pieces of artwork, 
including paintings, jewelry, and sculptures, as 
well as a 70-pound coffin that was used for at 
least two gender-transformation rituals. Some 
of the pieces are making their debut after years 
in storage, said Bleiberg.

“Some of them are restored and have been 
taken out of storage and conserved for this pur-
pose,” he said. 

“This is giving people the opportunity to see 
things they haven’t seen, and to hear a story 
about them that is really something really new 
and different.”

The exhibit also shows how archeologists’ at-
titudes towards gender have changed over the 
years, said Bleiberg. 

“What’s so great about it to me is looking 
at art through a feminist lens because when I 
was a student, we looked at this and said they 
made a mistake,” said Bleiberg. “We look at is-
sues with much more open mind, and feminism 
allows us to think in much broader way in the 
way gender is treated.”

“A Woman’s Afterlife: Gender Transforma-
tion in Ancient Egypt” at the Brooklyn Muse-
um [200 Eastern Pkwy. between Flatbush and 
Washington avenues in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org]. $16 
suggested donation. — Alexandra Simon

Mummy’s boy
C U LT U R E

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
his show is rated X-mas! 

A beautiful and bizarre burlesque Christ-
mas show will stuff your stocking with 

scantily-clad elves, athletic aliens, and high-
flying reindeer for six nights starting this week-
end. One of the creators of the intergalactic 
extravaganza “Xmas Spectacular: Home for 
the Holidays,” opening at Bushwick’s House 
of Yes on Dec. 16, says that the performance 
is really out of this world.

“It is the most ridiculous thing you’ll ever 
see in live theater,” said Kae Burke, who stars 
in the show with her House of Yes co-owner 
Anya Sapozhnikova. “It’s fabulous, confusing, 
and really wonderful — and sexy!”

The show follows the pair as they journey to their 
home planet “Upstate New York” for Christmas. 
Along the way, they dodge a meteorite blizzard 
and stop on festive planets inhabited by silly and 

sometimes naughty characters, including a group 
of pain-deer (sadomasochistic reindeer), misfit 
drag queens, “Santercize” instructors, North Pole 
dancers, and Santa’s forgotten daughter. 

The show also boasts aerial performances, 
dance numbers, and an live score that blends 
original tunes with Christmas classics.

This is the seventh “Xmas Spectacular” at 
House of Yes, but the first with Burke and Sa-
pozhnikova in starring roles. They drew on 
some of their own experiences to come up with 
the wacky plot — Sapozhnikova is from Rus-
sia and never really celebrated Christmas, but 
Burke always invites her to spend the holiday 
with her family. The spectacular begins with 
Burke realizing that she has left her friend be-
hind, and retrieving her to make it home in time 
for Santa’s trip down the chimney. 

The immersive performance will help audi-
ences get into the holiday spirit with eggnog, 
cookies, and a photo booth with old St. Nick. 
Guests can also get some last-minute shopping 

done at an intergalactic gift shop, which will hawk 
holiday must-haves such as space pasties. 

Several other Brooklyn shows, including 
 “Nutcracker Rouge”  have recently embraced 
the naughty side of yuletide season. Burke said 
that Christmas is a much hotter holiday than 
Thanksgiving or Arbor Day because of glitz 

and glamour that comes with it. 
“It lends itself to sexiness,” she said. “It’s 

sparkly, extravagant, and over-the-top.”
“Xmas Spectacular: Home for the Holidays” 

at House of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick, www.houseofyes.org). Dec. 
16–17, 19–22 at 8 pm. $35–$50.

A latke love!
Brooklyn festival celebrates the potato pancake

His fried and joy: Chef Saul Bol-
ton, of the Norm restaurant in the 
Brooklyn Museum, will cook up an 
oxtail-topped latke for the festival 
on Dec. 19.
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Naughty nights
House of Yes unwraps six shows 
with sparkling, sexy characters

Unwrap your gifts: The “Xmas Spectacular” at Bushwick’s House of Yes, opening 
Dec. 16, will feature holiday figures bearing gifts — and very few clothes.

Full of flavor: Saul Bolton’s oxtail-topped latke also features coconunt milk-made yogurt and cilantro.
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seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.
latkefestival.com]. Dec. 19, 6–9 pm. 
$70–$120.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 16

Krampus 
style
The War on Christmas 
gets real at occult 
bookstore Catland, 
which celebrates San-
ta’s evil sidekick with 
“Krampusfest.” The 
anti-Xmas event will 
feature a magic ritual, 
“hexed cider,” music 
from the band a place 
both wonderful and 
strange, and a photo 
booth with the horned 
demon who stuffs 
naughty kids into his 
sack. Good luck!

9 pm at Catland [987 
Flushing Ave. between 
Bogart Street and 
Evergreen Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 418–9393], 
www.catlandbooks.com). 
$15.

SATURDAY
Dec. 17

Tuffet tales
Way Station owner and 
author Andy Heidel 
and illustrator Eric 
Hamilton read from 
and sign their chil-
dren’s book “True 
Crimes from Rhymes 
Square,” about a 
detective investigating 
the murder of Humpty 
Dumpty.

5–7 pm at the Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com. Free 
(books $20).

TUESDAY
Dec. 20

Check their 
Privilege
Comedian Saurin 
Choksi and DJ Sareen 
Patel host the com-
edy show “Brown 
Privilege,” which 
makes sure to book a 
diverse lineup of 
stand-ups. Tonight’s 
guests include Joel 
Kim Booster, Nathan 
Macintosh, Adam 
Mamawala, and Kerry 
Coddett. 

8 pm at Friends and 
Lovers [641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacific 
streets in Crown Heights, 
(917) 979–3060, www.
fnlbk.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
Dec. 21

He’s got Sol 
For “Winterize,” a 
haunting musical ode 
to the winter solstice, 
the audience contrib-
utes to the concert by 
carrying transistor 
radios through the 
Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den, while classic bari-
tone Dylan Herbert 
performs a song cycle 
by Schubert. The 
show is part of the 
annual Make Music 
New York festival.

11:30 am at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 
Washington Ave. between 
President and Carroll 
streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–7200, 
www.bbg.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
Dec. 22

Oh my 
Gottfried 
Just imagine the dul-
cet tones of Gilbert 
Gottfried serenading 
you with a sweet bal-
lad! The dream may 
come true when 
comedian Eliot 
Glazer welcomes the 
parrot-voicing star to 
his holiday edition of 
“Haunting Rendi-
tions,” which turns 
cheesy pop songs 
into high art.

8:30 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 16
DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: Gelsey 

Kirkland Ballet presents a traditional 
take on the classic ballet, on a set 
inspired by a baroque theater. $20-
$59. 7:30 pm. GK Arts Center [9 Jay 
St. between John and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 600–0047], 
www.gkartscenter.org. 

DANCE, “THE HARD NUT”: A cheeky 
homage to “The Nutcracker” set in 
the swinging ’70s. $25–$125. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, AMPLIFIED: The Dublin guitar 
quartet makes its debut at BAM. 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-
land Pl. between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, SPIRIT ANIMAL: $10. 7:30 
pm. Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

THEATER, VERDI’S “MACBETH”: 
LoftOpera uses immersive video ele-
ments to explore the magic and hor-
ror of Shakespeare’s tragedy, inside 
the soon-to-open Mast Chocolate 
Factory. $30. 8 pm. Mast Chocolate 
Factory (Brooklyn Navy Yard Build-
ing #128; Enter at Flushing Avenue 
and Cumberland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.loftopera.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “NUTCRACKER 
ROUGE!”: A sexy take on the clas-
sical ballet, featuring opera, circus, 
vaudeville, burlesque and naughty 
fun. $35–$200. 8 pm. Irondale Cen-
ter [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 488–
9233], www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD MEN”: Gal-
lery Players presents the courtroom 
drama about the essence of the mili-
tary and the Marine code of honor. 
$25. 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

COMEDY, “DYLAN AND NEIL SAVE 
CHRISTMAS”: When President-Elect 
Donald Trump threatens to cancel 
Christmas, best buds Dylan and Neil 
Sharma step up to save the holiday. 
$10. 8 pm. The Annoyance Theatre 
[367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth Street in 

Williamsburg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

MUSIC, BREAK SCIENCE LIVE BAND: 
With Exmag, Chris Karns. $20. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, DEC. 17
TOUR, GREEN-WOOD’S “STARS OF 

THE STAGE” TROLLEY TOUR: Tour 
the grave sites of actors, producers, 
composers and directors who left 
their mark on theater history. $25. 1 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in Green-
wood Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BRANDENBURG-
ERS HOLIDAY CONCERT: $10. 2 pm 
and 7 pm. The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, KRISTIN HERSH: The former 
head of Throwing Muses tours with 
her solo album. $22 ($20 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
4111], www.roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, R. KELLY IN “THE HOLIDAY 
JAM”: The singer behind the “In 
the Closet” rap opera performs a 
Christmas show. $68–$338. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

MUSIC, “EMMETT OTTER’S JUG 
BAND CHRISTMAS” LIVE: Brooklyn 
jug band the Salt Cracker Crazies re-
tell the timeless tale of the Frogtown 
Hollow talent show. $5 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect Place 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS OTTAWA SENATORS: Ugly 
holiday t-shirt giveaway. $15–$95. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, DEC 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 21
SPORTS, LIU BROOKLYN VS 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
(WOMEN) AND LIU BROOKLYN 
VS  NIAGARA: $15. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS: 
$75–$450. 7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS BUFFALO SABRES: Ralph 
Macchio bobblehead giveaway. 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

MON, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: Scarf 
giveaway. $1,500. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

The Brooklyn bump: The Golden State Warriors will try to 
hold onto the ball during a match against the Brooklyn Nets 
on Dec. 22.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
@citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500  WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Elegance without Extravagance

Established 1971

Christmas Eve seven fish 4 course dinner $59 p.p.

                                    Music : Thurs. - Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

        718-236-9883    

Special holiday menus are available along with our ala carte offering

By Laura Meltzer
for Brooklyn Paper

S
ee “Star Wars” like you’ve never seen 
it before — just like the writer!

A crew of comedians will act out the 
climactic scenes of four iconic films — in-
cluding “Star Wars” — in a show written 
by people who never saw the originals. The 
creator of “Never Seen It,” happening Dec. 
17 at Park Slope’s Union Hall, said he was 
inspired by conversations that revealed how 
many of his friends had missed the founda-
tional films of American pop culture.

“I’ve never seen ‘Jaws’ or any Indiana 
Jones movie, but I’ve seen ‘Con Air’ a dozen 
times, and that’s sort of a pattern for me 
and a lot of people I know,” said Kyle Ay-
ers, who lives in Bushwick.

For the show this Saturday, Ayers and 
three other film Philistines have written 
their own endings to “Star Wars,” “12 An-
gry Men,” “Annie Hall,” and “Miracle on 
34th Street.” Through cultural osmosis, the 
writers generally have a very basic of idea 
of what their movie is about, but details can 
differ wildly — and that is where the fun 
happens for the audience.

“A lot of the fun is watching them play 
with, play off, or divert from the general 
idea,” said Ayers. “It’s fun for people who 
have seen the movie to watch, because they 
see the obvious differences, and it’s fun for 

people who haven’t seen the movies, as well, 
because they’re like ‘Well yeah, this is what 
I’d say happened too, probably.’ ”

Finding a comedian who had never seen 
“Star Wars” was easier than Ayers antic-
ipated — it was first on the list when he 
asked Will Miles what popular films he had 
missed. His ignorance of the space opera 
was astounding, said Ayers.

“[‘Star Wars’] is such a pop-culture sta-
ple now that I thought even if you hadn’t 
seen it, you’d know beyond the gist of the 
show. Then I read Will’s script, and it turns 
out there are some people who really have 
no idea what’s going on in ‘Star Wars’, and 
Will is one of those people,” said Ayers. 
“No spoiler here, but Will has characters 
named ‘C-3PO’ and ‘Gold Guy’ in his ‘Star 
Wars’ rewrite.”

The show will also feature Jo Firestone’s 
take on “12 Angry Men,” Jean Grae’s “An-
nie Hall,” and Ayers re-writing one of his 
mother’s favorite Christmas movies: “Mir-
acle on 34th Street.”

“I really tried to focus on the miracle as-
pect of this one, and I think it happens at 
a Macy’s? I hope it does,” he said. “Once 
again, this one gets messy.”

“Never Seen It” at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.unionhallny.
com]. Dec. 17 at 7:30 pm. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance).

Use the farce
Comedians write new scripts 
for classic fi lms, ‘Star Wars’

Unseen university: For the show “Never Seen It,” at Union Hall on Dec. 17, co-
medians Will Miles, Jean Grae, and Kyle Ayers have each written a scene from 
a famous film they have never seen: “Star Wars,” “Annie Hall,” and “Miracle on 
34th Street,” respectively.
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Paper’s Party Posse
Brooklyn Paper

C
all it New Year’s Is-
land!

The third time will 
be the charm for Coney Is-
land’s New Year’s Eve ex-
travaganza. For those ready 
to put 2016 behind them, the 
resort’s third annual celebra-
tion offers plenty of reasons 
to skip a crowded ball drop 
in favor of a light show and 
seaside fireworks. 

The first event, at the tail 
end of 2014 had about 5,000 
people, and this year’s festival 
of light-emitting diodes on the 
Parachute Jump is expected 
to draw a bigger crowd, says 
Coney Island’s city rep.

“Once again, the People’s 
Playground will play host to 
what is fast becoming a be-
loved annual tradition: New 
Year’s Eve, the Coney Island 
way!”  said city councilman 
Mark Treyger. “Thousands 
of people will converge on 
our beloved Boardwalk, be-
neath the peak of the iconic 
parachute jump, to enjoy all 
of the sights, sounds, tastes, 
and thrills that Coney Island 
has to offer.”

Those thrills will include 
free rides on the Wonder 
Wheel, the Thunderbolt roller 
coaster, as well as open sea-
son on ice skating at the Abe 
Stark Rink.

The official festivities will 
get started at 9 pm at Stee-
plechase Plaza (on the Board-
walk between W. 16th and W. 
19th streets), with appear-
ances from Borough Presi-
dent Adams and from Trey-
ger, the high-energy Priceless 
Band, neon-drenched super-
hero rocker Blazes, and fire-
breathing sideshow perform-
ers.

Local bars and restaurants 
are gearing up to serve the ex-
pected crowds. Nathan’s will 
be slinging hot dogs, Tom’s 
Diner will stay open late, and 
Marky Mark-approved eat-
ery Wahlburgers will have 
its heated rooftop patio open 
for guests who want to watch 

the midnight fireworks while 
staying in the warm. 

Several other Coney Is-
land spots will host their own 
parties during the run up to 
midnight, though all of have 
planned a pause to guests can 
head to the Boardwalk for the 
final countdown:

Beach freaks
Sideshow performers at 

Coney Island USA will get 
started early, with a 9 pm 
show titled “New Year’s 
Eve in Heaven,” featuring a 
fight between Father Time 
and Baby New Year, and star-
ring Coney Island’s unoffi-
cial mayor Dick Zigun and 
newspaper-folding perfor-
mance artist Eckszoober-
ante. It will be followed by 
a rock ’n’ roll laser light show 
at 10 pm, and an 11 o’clock 
trek to the Parachute Jump 

and more sideshow perfor-
mances. For ticket-holders, 
beer and wine will be half-
price in the Freak Bar from 
8 pm until midnight .

Coney Island USA [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. 8 pm–1 am. $50 ($40 
in advance)

Brew Year’s Eve
Coney Island Beer Com-

pany will host a beer blast at 
its tiny brewery, where it will 
debut a new ale for the occa-
sion called “Never Sleeps.” 
A ticket gets you four free 
beers and food from Coney 
Island’s classic Italian res-
taurant Gargiulo’s, and half-
price brews once your free 
ones run out.

Brew Year’s Eve at Coney 
Island Brewery (1904 Surf 

Ave. at W. 17th. St. in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland-
beer.com). 9 pm–2 am. $75.

Beer and a chaser
Next door to the brewery, 

the Steeplechase Beer Garden 
will have its own party, fea-
turing an open bar all night, 

along with tunes from Grate-
ful Dead cover band Ice Petal 
Flowers. 

New Year’s Eve Party at 
Steeplechase Beer Garden 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th. 
St. in Coney Island, www.co-
neyislandbeer.com). 9 pm–2 
am. $80–$100.

New Year’s Jump
People’s Playground will welcome 
2017 with a bigger party than ever

The place to be: Kimberly, Kayla, and Layisha Pinkney 
were in the right place for the Parachute Jump’s light 
show countdown on New Year’s Eve last year.
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Schnitzel Haus

10% OFF
all entrees 
w/coupon

 Brooklyn’s Only Authentic German 
Restaurant With a large selection of 

German and Belgian Beirs

PRIME RIB NIGHTEVERY THURSDAY
What do 

Grooms love?  
Bride, Brats, Beer!  

Have your Rehearsal dinner with us

Rated

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Bavarian Buffet

Wednesday  5-9pm
$14.95 p.p.

WORKING MAN’S SPECIAL 

$10 Entrees
Mon-Thurs 4-7pm

1/2 Price Draft Beer

SchnitzelHausNY.com

RING IN THE 

NEW YEAR WITH US
Call for more info 

HOME OF
DAS BOOT!

LIVE MUSIC  
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

CATERERS

Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Holiday Parties

Corporate Events
Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR  
HOLIDAY PARTIES 

NOW

JOIN US ON 
NEW YEARS EVE!

in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

MUSIC, HOUSE OF KRAY-
OLA: A showcase of queer 
hip-hop. 8 pm. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

FAD HOLIDAY MARKET: This 
chic curated indie market 
showcases local hand-
made goods from indie 
artists. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
St. Paul’s Church Basement 
[190 Court St. between 
Congress and Warren 
streets in Cobble Hill, (917) 
775–4636], www.fadweek-
end.com. 

BROOKLYN MAKERS MAR-

KET: Peruse the wares of 
more than 100 local arti-
sans. 11 am–6 pm. Williams-
burgh Savings Bank Build-
ing (175 Broadway at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.brooklynmakersmar-
ket.com. 

GOWANUS HOLIDAY MAR-
KETPLACE: More than 40 
vendors, artists, and craft-
ers, plush food and family 
activities. Free. 11 am–7 
pm. Brooklyn Colony (274 
Fourth Ave. at Garfi eld 
Place in Gowanus), www.
brooklyncolony.com. 

MARKET, RENEGADE CRAFT 
FAIR BROOKLYN POP-UP: 
Check out handmade good-
ness from artisan makers, 
plus food, drink, music, and 
lots of seasonal festivities. 
free. 11 am–6 pm. Industry 
City [233 37th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (312) 226–
8654], www.renegadecraft.
com. 

MARKET, MADARTS AN-
NUAL ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
SALE: Artists open their stu-
dios and sell unique gifts. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. MadArts 
[255 18th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (646) 734–0899]. 

SANTA ON FIFTH: Bring your 
little ones to visit Santa, 
have a chat, take a photo, 
and get a free candy cane! 
Free. 3–5 pm. Sidecar [560 
5th Avenue between 15th 
and 16th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0077], 
sidecarbrooklyn.com. 

ART, “THE FIGHT CONTIN-
UES” CLOSING RECEP-
TION: Artist Leroy Camp-
bell discusses his exhibit 
about Muhammad Ali. 
Free. 6–9 pm. House of 
Art Gallery [408 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd. between 
Halsey and Macon streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
663–8195], www.hoagal-
lery.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

FILM, “THE DWARVENAUT”: 
A screening of the docu-
mentary about Dungeons 
& Dragons terrain designer 
Stefan Pokorny, followed 
by a discussion. Free. 9 pm. 
Twenty Sided Store (362 
Grand St. between Marcy 
Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg), 
twentysidedstore.com.  

SUN, DEC. 18
SHORTEST DAY, LONGEST 

NIGHT: Celebrate the sol-
stice with a walking tour of 
Green-Wood Cemetery, fol-
lowed by warm drinks at a 
campfi re and holiday treats. 
$30. 2 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
The orchestra plays Ravel’s 
“Bolero” and Tchaikovsky’s 
“Romeo and Juliet” in this 
holiday show. $20 ($18 in 
advance). 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, “A FEW GOOD 
MEN”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 16. 

MUSIC, RONNIE BURRAGE 
“JUMP OFF” SERIES: Bur-
rage and special guests play 
jazzy tunes in the afternoon. 
Free. 4–7 pm. Huckleberry 
Bar [588 Grand St. between 
Lorimer and Leonard streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
218–8555], www.huckleber-
rybar.com. 

MUSIC, HOLIDAY SING-IN: 
The Dessoff Choirs present 
a concert of contemporary 
arrangements of carols and 
classical seasonal music. 
$25–$35. 4 pm. St. John’s 
Episcopal Church [139 St. 
John’s Pl. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 783–3928], 
www.saintjohnsbrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN COM-
MUNITY CHORUS WINTER 
CONCERT: An afternoon of 
music and seasonal cheer. 
Free. 4 pm. St. Agnes 
Church (433 Sackett St. 
between Hoyt and Bond 
streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.brooklyncommunity-
choir.org. 

MUSIC, DAVE HARRINGTON 
AND FRIENDS HOLIDAY 
SPECTACULAR: All pro-
ceeds will go to the Harlem 
School of The Arts. $15. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

MUSIC, “CENTIPEDE”: Per-
formance art series curated 
by Hector Canonge. $15. 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

F.A.D. HOLIDAY MARKET: 

11 am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 17. 

BROOKLYN MAKERS MAR-
KET: 11 am–6 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 17. 

GOWANUS HOLIDAY MAR-
KETPLACE: 11 am to 7 pm. 
See Saturday, Dec. 17. 

MARKET, RENEGADE CRAFT 
FAIR BROOKLYN POP-UP: 
11 am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 17. 

MARKET, MADARTS AN-
NUAL ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
SALE: Noon–6 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 17. 

HOLIDAY FESTIBOWL: The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Playhouse 
hosts a holiday dance party 
for kids, featuring a sing-
along with Santa, bowling, 
and a photo booth. Free. 
11 am. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

COMEDY, CHURCH OF THE 
INFINITE YOU WITH 
MINISTER JEAN GRAE: A 
sermons about food, booze, 
and a performance by the 
Intersectional Choir.  $5. 3 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com.  

MON, DEC. 19
COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 

COMEDY: The comedy 
show has its last event at 
Over the Eight, with per-
formances by Mary Mack, 
Josh Gondelman, Cara 
Weinberger, and more. 
Free. 7 pm. Over the Eight 
(594 Union Ave. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

MUSIC, ENSEMBLE PAMP-
LEMOUSSE: Tickets start 
at $10. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.
org. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm–2 am. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, DEC. 20
ICE SKATING: 10 am to 6:30 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 
“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 
TALK, “STORY COLLIDER”: 

True stories about science. 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

EVENT, NEW TOY GIFT-
WRAPPING PARTY: Bring a 
toy to donate to kids living 
in shelters, and wrap it at 
this party. Free. 8 pm. Cat-
fi sh Bar & Resturant [1433 
Bedford Ave. between 
Prospect and Park places in 
Crown Heights, (347) 305–
3233], catfi shnyc.com. 

WED, DEC. 21
OURDOORS, SUNRISE WIN-

TER SOLSTICE CELEBRA-
TION: Join urban shaman 
Mama Donna Henes for her 
42nd year drumming up 
the sun. Free. 7 am. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, FLATFOOT FLAT-
BUSH: A fl atfooting dance 
parade down Flatbush Av-
enue, starting with a dance 
lesson at 4 pm, followed by 
a trip down Flatbush at 5 
pm. Part of the Make Music 
New York’s Winter Solstice 
Celebration. Free. 4 pm. 
M&T Bank Lobby (354 Flat-
bush Ave. at Eighth Avenue 
in Park Slope), www.make-
musicny.org.

NIGHTLIFE, FLATFOOT 
FLATBUSH AFTERPARTY: 
With live music and square-
dancing. Free. 6:30–10 pm. 
Rose’s (295 Flatbush Ave. 
between St. Marks Avenue 
and Park Place in Prospect 
Heights), www.makemu-
sicny.org. 

MUSIC, PHILL NIBLOCK’S 
WINTER SOLSTICE CON-
CERT: Six hours of music, 

fi lm, and video that charts 
the movement of our planet 
through the year. $15. 6 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, WINTER INSTRU-
MENTAL CONCERT: Stu-
dents at Brooklyn Technical 
High School play holiday 
tunes. $10. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Technical High School 
(DeKalb Avenue at South El-
liott Place in Fort Greene). 

THEATER, “THE PERFECT 
PLAY”: This Jack theater 
annual holiday tradition is a 
musical nativity play featur-
ing experimental theater 
greats. $15. 7 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

MUSIC, CROSS CULTURE, 
SHENNA, MALIK RA-
SHAD: $10. 7 pm. Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. 

THURS, DEC. 22
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, HOLIDAY CONCERT: 
Students in the band, cho-
rus, and orchestra perform 
seasonal standards. $8. 7 
pm. Joseph Anzalone The-
ater at Edward R. Murrow 
High School [1600 Ave. L in 
Midwood, (718) 258–3050], 
www.ermurrowhs.org. 

COMEDY, CHEAP DATE 
COMEDY SHOW: With free 
snacks, sketches, amazing 
prizes, and more! $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL”: Comedians stage 
a stripped-down, one-act 
version of the Dickens clas-
sic. $10. 9 pm. The Annoy-
ance Theatre [367 Bedford 
Ave. at S. Fifth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], 
www.theannoyancenewy-
ork.com. 

FRI, DEC. 23 

OWL’S HEAD FIFTH ANNI-
VERSARY HOLIDAY EX-
TRAVAGANZA: The wine 
bar celebrates fi ve years 
with “introverted caroling,” 
a cask of exotic beer, and 
a fund raiser for the It Gets 
Better Project. Free. 5 pm–1 
am. The Owl’s Head (479 
74th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge), www.theowlshead.
com. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 16. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A com-
edy show about the great-
est American novels never 
written, with host Colin 
O’Brien and guests Alexan-
dra Song, Brian Faas, Ma-
donna Refugia, and more. 
$8 ($6 in advance). 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 24
MUSIC, CHRISTMAS EVE 

BARGEMUSIC: A concert of 
Bach’s Goldberg Variations. 
$75. 7:30 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624–2083], www.bargemu-
sic.org.

CHURCH OF THE INFINITE 
YOU WITH MINISTER 
JEAN GRAE: 3 pm. See 
Sunday, Dec. 18. 

Avoid the yellow snow: R. Kelly, the creator of the 
rap opera “Trapped in the Closet” will perform some 
original Christmas tunes in “The Holiday Jam” at the 
Kings Theatre on Dec. 17.
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too many renters face 

eviction in housing court with no resources or tools to fight back. And they usually lose. 

That’s because 70% of tenants don’t have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the Right to Counsel 

bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel for low-income tenants facing 

eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful evictions can save 

taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in their homes and out of expensive 

homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 and urge him 
to support the Right to Council bill now!

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Park Slope’s gaming scene 
just entered a new dimen-
sion! 

A Union Street storefront 
is now home to Brooklyn’s 
first and only virtual reality 
arcade, where digital adven-
turers can shell out $10 for 
10 minutes of reality-bend-
ing play that the proprietor 
guarantees will melt your 
mind.

“Everyone is blown away,” 
said Kishore Doddi of his new 
business VR Bar, between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues. 
“We haven’t had one unhappy 
customer.”

It may sound like a high 
price to pay for just a small 
taste of gaming’s new fron-
tier, but given the headsets 
and high-end computers 
used to power them can run 
as much as $3,000, it is ac-
tually an affordable way for 
cash-strapped geeks to get 
their hands on the latest tech-
nology, Doddi says.

“Cost-wise, it’s definitely 
not very accessible, and you 
need a certain amount of tech-
nological acumen to operate 
the system,” he said. “It’s very 
hard for the average consumer 
to have one of these in their 
home.”

“VR Bar” is a bit of a mis-
nomer — the space is more 
like a living room than a wa-
tering hole, and you can’t buy 
booze. The arcade sports two 
Vive headsets, plus television 
screens so other people can 
watch what the players are 
doing in their artificial re-
alities.

Vive is not as well-known 
as rival device Oculus Rift, 
but Doddi says he likes it bet-
ter — Oculus users have to 
stay stationary, while Vivers 
can stroll around their digital 
worlds and duck and weave 
as virtual bullets fly at their 
heads.

The difference is especially 
evident in Google’s painting 
program “Tilt Brush,” which 
allows users to sculpt three-
dimensional images and then 
walk around and through 

In-depth investigation!
Boro’s fi rst virtual reality arcade opens in Park Slope

(Above) VR Bar has 
Google game “Tilt 
Brush,” where you can 
paint in three dimensions 
then explore your cre-
ation. (Left) The arcade’s 
owner Kishore Doddi 
shows off his multi-di-
mensional games.

their creations.
“Your movement in the ac-

tual playing area is translated 
into the VR experience,” said 
Doddi, a former software de-
veloper. “So if you point at 
something on the north wall of 
your building, it will stay there 
and you can move around and 
come back to it, and it will 
still be there.”

VR Bar has a rotating li-
brary of between 10 and 20 
games and experiences on of-
fer, which change based on 
Doddi’s licensing agreements 
with publishers. 

Right now, you can bring 

the iPhone favorite “Fruit 
Ninja” to life — using the 
Vive’s dual controllers as 
razor-sharp samurai swords 
to slash through falling wa-
termelons and grapefruit — 
blast through hordes of the 
undead in “Brookhaven Ex-
periment,” or enjoy a surreal 
take on your mundane exis-
tence with “Job Simulator,” a 
favorite amongst youngsters 
where players can either mud-
dle their way through a num-
ber of routine office and cook-
ing jobs or throw staplers at 
their bosses. 

Virtual reality users have 

in the past reported getting 
motion sickness from the ex-
perience, also known as “sim-
ulator sickness,” but Doddi 
claims that advances in the 
technology have more or less 
ironed out that particular kink 
— although it does still hap-
pen occasionally. 

“It happens pretty rarely,” 
he said. “One girl got some 
motion sickness, but she was 
flying in Google Earth for like 
20 minutes.”

Doddi only has the VR Bar 
space until March, so the ar-
cade might be as fleeting as 
the sessions, but he says he 
is considering renewing the 
lease if it is a success.

Game like you’re in  the 
1994 music video for Aero-
smith’s “Amazing”  at VR 
Bar [808 Union St. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (909) 547–
4673, www.vrbar.nyc]
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T eenage rebellion is 
a much talked about 
thing, and something 

we as parents see as a given. 
But what if kids realized such 
rebellion was kinda stupid, it 
hurt them as much as it hurt 
us, and they just decided to 
give it up?

It seems like a pipe dream, 
and it probably is, but my teen-
ager made a statement at a re-
cent Sunday-night dinner that 
gave rise to an itsy-bitsy bit of 
hope that maybe, just maybe, 
he won’t go against every-
thing I say just to go against 
everything I say.

We had hung out a bunch 
over that weekend, unlike 
many other weekends. I had 
stood my ground about co-
opting my children’s Satur-
day night to go into the city 
to see the holiday craziness, 
and to meet up with some 
friends. 

On Sunday morning, I 
nabbed them again to go to 
dim sum in Chinatown and do 
some shopping. It was a lot of 
family time, and I loved it. I 
worked on my own behavior, 
trying not to be too bossy or 
boring, trying not to direct ev-
ery little action of theirs like 
I sometimes do. There is so 
little time left to have them 
around that I am working on 
being someone my kids like 
to be around. It is hard some-
times. I’m not the biggest fan 
of rude rap and I rarely find 
those “funny” shows they 
watch funny. But still.

By Sunday night dinner, 
we’d seen a lot of each other. 
Eli, my 15-year-old, sat down 
and started eating the empan-
adas I’d made, which he loves, 
so he must have been feel-
ing good.

“It was fun to go into the 
city so much this weekend,” 
he said, and then added, sorta 
nonchalantly: “I think maybe 

it was even better because I 
didn’t put up so much resis-
tance…”

AAAHHH! OHH! WOW, 
WOW, WOW! Lightning 
seemed to strike, and the 
heavens seemed to open up, 
along with my mouth, which 
fell agape as I stared at the 
boy.

WHAT? Was this my stub-
born progeny, my little protes-
tor, recognizing that maybe 
going along with something 
and trying to enjoy it instead 
of fighting, fighting, fight-
ing, might actually make it 
better, for everyone, includ-
ing him?

I tried to act cool and col-
lected. I tried not to jump up 
and down and do a little vic-
tory dance like Odell Beck-
ham Jr. after a 65-yard touch-
down. But this was indeed a 
touchdown of sorts. It was a 
major win. Have I said this 
out loud once or 1,000 times, 
that just trying to enjoy some-
thing could make it enjoyable, 
that fighting against some-
thing and stubbornly hold-
ing on to that resistance, in-
stead of being open to the new 
experience, might in and of 
itself make the experience 
horrible?

See, it doesn’t matter how 
much you tell people things. 
They have to experience it 
firsthand. They have to re-
alize it, and hopefully recog-
nize it. Naming it is impor-
tant too — resistance makes 
something not as fun. Let-
ting go and letting yourself 

When my son came to realize 
he’s a rebel without a cause

BE A PART OF THE LEGENDARY 
BROOKLYN PAPER.

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN

GUARANTEED!
Change Your Life!

40 DAYS
enjoy things is important, and 
it makes all the difference in 
terms of what you get out of 
the experience.

I have to breathe as I write 
this. I need to remember this 
lesson myself, of course, a 
million times a day: Let it 
go. Don’t be so stubborn. 
Try to enjoy.

His words were wonder-
ful to hear, not only because 
he was saying he enjoyed our 
family time but also because 
he was acknowledging that 

maybe he needs to let go of 
some of that knee-jerk rebel-
lion that rises up in his inde-
pendence-striving teen self. 
Of course, some resistance 
is necessary to become a 
freestanding individual. He 
doesn’t have to go along with 
everything I say or his father 
says. He needs to have his 
own spirit and be his own 
guide. 

But the realization that it 
can be really nice to go along 
without a fight is a lesson we 
all have to learn in life, over 
and over again, it seems to 
me. Maybe the nicest part of 
his comment, and his recog-
nition of the need to relax and 
let things happen without re-
sistance, is that if he gets good 
at it, maybe he’ll be able to 
remind me!

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

offer similar prices between 
$200 and $300 a night and 
fairly standard amenities 
such as business centers 
and gyms — none of the 
rooftop pools and award-
winning restaurants of 
Williamsburg’s boutique 
lodgings, or the bargain-
basement prices of inns 
in industrial Gowanus.

Still, the hotels all seem 
to be doing good business 
right now, according to a lo-
cal real estate guru — and 
he thinks demand for beds 
will stay strong thanks to 
the addition of new enter-
tainment options in the area 
such as Barclays Center and 
the massive City Point shop-
ping complex. 

“There’s so much new ac-
tivity across the spectrum, 
I think the hotels all seem 
to be doing very well,” said 
Timothy King, a managing 
partner at Downtown’s Cpex 
Real Estate, which helps ho-
tels find land in the area. 

One recent Hilton guest 
said he did want to stay in 
Manhattan, but came to 
Kings County when he 
couldn’t get a room there 
— and he wasn’t disap-
pointed by Downtown’s 
offerings.

“It’s pretty cool that 
the subway stations are 
close,” said German trav-
eller Benno Waibel, “In the 
end I’m happy that we went 
to Brooklyn.” 

People have certainly 
underestimated the neigh-
borhood’s appeal to travel-
lers in the past. When the 
Marriott opened its doors 
in 1998 —  the first hotel 
in the area for more than 
50 years at the time  — the 
borough was so maligned 
the hotel chain obscured its 
true location by naming it 
the New York Marriott at 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

But it has been such a 
hit that its operators dou-
bled the hotel’s size in 2006, 
and shelled out $45 million 
for a renovation last year to 
keep the space fresh.

Sometimes demand is so 
high, the Marriott actually 
directs people to compet-
ing hotels nearby, said com-
pany spokeswoman Kath-
leen Duffey.
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Key: Red means built in the last two years, blue 
were built more than two years ago
1. Dazzler [85 Flatbush Ave. Ext. at Tillary Street, 
(718) 329–9537, www.dazzlerhoteles.com]
2. Hampton Inn [125 Flatbush Ave. Ext. at Tillary 
Street, (718) 875–8800 www.hamptoninn3.hilton.
com]
3. Marriott [333 Adams St. between Willoughby 
Plaza and Tech Place, (718) 246–7000, www.mar-
riott.com/brooklyn]
4. Sheraton [228 Duffield St. between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets, (718) 855–1900 www.sheraton-
brooklyn.com]
5. Hotel Indigo [229 Duffield St. between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets, (718) 254–7800, www.
ihg.com]
6. Aloft [216 Duffield St. between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets, (718) 256–3833, aloftnewyorkbrook-
lyn.com]
7. Hilton [140 Schermerhorn St. at Smith Street, 
(718) 834–8800, www.brooklynnewyork.hilton.com]
8. Nu Hotel [85 Smith St. at Atlantic Avenue, (718) 
852–8585, www.nuhotelbrooklyn.com]
9. Even Hotel [46 Nevins St. at Schermerhorn 
Street, (718) 552–3800, www.evenhotels.com]
10. Holiday Inn [300 Schermerhorn St. at Nevins 
Street, (718) 624–2211, www.holiday.com/brooklyn]

Continued from page 1

HOTEL GLUT...

S
tephanie Loria would 
like to set the record 
straight: “If you get 

stung by a scorpion and 
you are a healthy adult, you 
won’t die.” She paused, then 
added, “You may wish you 
were dead. But they get such 
a bad rap.”

Yes, pity the poor scor-
pions — so misunderstood. 
Fortunately, the species has 
Loria on its side. A native of 
Glendale, Queens, and grad-
uate of New York’s Catholic 
school system, she is perhaps 
the city’s only scorpion apol-
ogist. She loves the creatures, 

researches them, and this fall 
she got her Ph.D. in scorpion 
studies from the American 
Museum of Natural Histo-
ry’s Richard Gilder Gradu-
ate School. Other grads in-
cluded a frog researcher, a bat 
specialist getting an honor-
ary degree, and a guy who 
has identified 70 new spe-
cies of wasps. 

Not sure I’d want to be at 
their Christmas party. But 
having never seen an ac-
tual scorpion — or scorpion 
researcher — I did want to 
meet Loria. So the other day I 
went to the museum and was 

escorted past dozens of di-
nosaur-demanding school 
groups, up to the restricted 
fifth floor, past hundreds of 
lockers housing insect speci-
mens, and then through a hall 
lined with clear plastic boxes 

Can’t wait to get bit by a scorpion!

containing — omg! 
Tarantulas. Live tarantulas, 

the size of chipmunks, wav-
ing their furry legs.

How did “Night at the Mu-
seum” miss these guys?

One floor up I found Lo-
ria in her lab, scorpions at her 
side — dead. 

“We have some live stuff 
downstairs, but those are more 
like pets,” she said. “These I 
actually collected during my 
trips to Southeast Asia.”

And how does one collect 
a scorpion? Well, said Loria, 
cheerful as a flight attendant, 
you just have to go into the 
jungle at night. Scorpions are 
black, so you can’t see them 
except by using an ultra-violet 
flashlight, but then they phos-
phoresce like Jimi Hendrix 
posters. They also shed their 
exoskeletons. So you look for 
glowing bits of dead scorpion 
on the trail leading you to a 
live one and then, using foot-
long tweezers, you try to grab 
it as fast as you can before it 
scurries into its borrow. 

At that point, says Lo-
ria, you often have “moths 
swarming around your face 
and you’re swallowing them, 
and sometimes you’re also 
near ants, and you’re cov-
ered with them, and some of 
them are pretty nasty.” Long 
story short, if you don’t man-
age to grab the scorpion with 
the tweezers, sometimes you 
just dig them out.

That’s right: You stick your 
hands into a scorpion den hop-
ing you’ll find some. 

One time, Loria recalls, 
she and her advisor were on 
a nighttime hunt in the Ma-
laysian jungle when suddenly, 
a scorpion stung him. 

“Two of his fingers were 
paralyzed and he had a burn-
ing sensation moving up his 
arm and into his chest,” says 
Loria. “It was just me and him 
in the middle of nowhere.”

Then what happened?

“He took an antihista-
mine,” says Loria. By the 
morning, he was fine.

After an agonizing 
night.

Loria won’t let this preju-
dice you against scorpions. 
There are 2,200 species of 
them, she says, and only 
45 have poisonous venom. 
What’s more, they can live up 
to 25 years, and are members 
of the arachnid family, like 
spiders, but less popular. At 
arachnid conventions (I know, 
I know), “85 to 95 percent of 
the talks are about spiders,” 
says Loria, bummed. Scorpi-
ons get no respect. And yet, 
they have been around since 
before the dinosaurs.

In her own pre-history, Lo-
ria grew up digging millipedes 
and centipedes out of her back-
yard and bringing them inside, 
to her parents’ non-delight. 
She had an ant farm, a moth 
farm, and a grammar school 
teacher who showed her rub-
ber replicas of bugs and en-
couraged her curiosity. One 
time, Loria wore a dead cica-
da’s shell on her nose to freak 
out her schoolmates.

It worked.
But Loria wasn’t really try-

ing to disgust anyone. She was 
just fascinated by the “behind 
the scenes” work that insects 
and arachnids do.

“If you watch any nature 
shows on TV, it’s always about 
big cats, or other mammals we 
relate to.” But the real heroes, 
she says, are the smaller crea-
tures we rely on. Bees polli-
nate. Millipedes play a role 
in decomposing. Spiders and 
scorpions keep the insect pop-
ulation down.

By high school, she was 
taking after-school classes at 
the Museum and did an in-
ternship studying flamingo 
behavior.

Now that she has her Ph.D., 
she is heading to San Fran to 
start studying the evolution 
of scorpion venom. Her fu-
ture looks so bright, she has 
to pinch herself.

Before anything else 
does.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of 
the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

By Lenore Skenazy
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Vander-build it and they 
will come! 

The city is outfitting a his-
toric stretch of Vanderbilt Av-
enue in Prospect Heights with 
ornate light fixtures just like 
those that used to illuminate 
the street a century ago, and 
local leaders hope they will 
attract hordes of people look-
ing to get a taste of old timey 
Kings County to the retail 
corridor.

“When people think about 
this part of Brooklyn, they 
think of the historic architec-
ture and these lights will re-
ally help enhance that experi-
ence,” said Gib Veconi, who 
is the head of neighborhood 
group the Prospect Heights 
Development Council. “We’re 
trying to do things to make 
it a more exciting and attrac-
tive destination for people all 
over the city.” 

Fifty of the cast-iron fix-
tures will replace the current 
drab, modern lights on the 
brownstone-lined strip be-

The fi xture’s in!
Old-timey lamps coming to Vanderbilt

tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Plaza Street. 

Veconi’s group has been 
pushing to get the traditional 
street lamps for five years, 
and Borough President Ad-
ams just produced the funds 
to make it happen by allot-
ting $575,000 from taxpayer 
coffers for the fancy light fit-
tings. 

The grant will cover the en-
tire cost of the lamps and their 
installation, and the Beep also 
hopes they will translate into 
more moolah for the thor-
oughfare’s traders. 

“Vanderbilt Avenue is one 
of our borough’s most excit-
ing commercial strips, and 
the new historic street light-
ing … will add true charac-
ter and charm that translates 
into economic benefit,” said 
Adams. 

That stretch of Vanderbilt 
Avenue is part of the Pros-
pect Heights Historic District, 
so both the local community 
board and Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission had to 
sign off on the addition.

For those who can’t wait 
to see what the lights will 
look like once they’re up, 
there are a handful of simi-
lar posts up already in Grand 
Army Plaza and Eastern Park-
way, Veconi said. 

Lamp lover Gib Veconi shows off the new kind of 
posts that could be installed on Vanderbilt Avenue 
in Prospect Heights.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A pack of yahoos broke a 
religious statue while trying 
to pose for selfies outside a 
Williamsburg church on Sat-
urday night, police say.

At least four blasphemous 
bozos stumbled into a court-
yard in front of Our Lady of 
Consolation Catholic Church 
on Metropolitan Avenue be-
tween Berry Street and Bed-
ford Avenue just before mid-
night to yuck it up with the 
holy house’s Virgin Mary 
statue, according to secu-
rity footage and a police re-
port. 

One of the knuckleheads 

pulled a pose behind an an-
gel statue next to the Holy 
Mother while another tried 
to climb over him — sending 
both buffoons crashing down 
on top of the heavenly mes-
senger, which smashed on the 
ground, footage shows.

Police are only looking for 
the two clods who actually 
broke the statue. 

Late-night louts in the 
nightlife-heavy nabe have 
proven to be a scourge on 
the area’s religious idols — 
in May,  three hipsters stole 
a statue  of Jesus from the 
Saints Peter and Paul Ro-
man Catholic Church a few 
blocks away on S. Third 
Street, and then a dolt broke 

Fallen angel
Selfi e-snapping buffoons 
break W’burg church statue

another model of Christ at 
the same church while try-
ing to kiss and  high-five it 
in September .

Police ask anyone with 
information about the buf-

foons to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed by 
TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confidential.

Security footage shows the knuckleheads in action.
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CONSIDERING BUYING A HOME OR APARTMENT?
Buying an apartment or house can be a scary process 
even for the most knowledgeable and experienced 
buyer. First timers can feel completely overwhelmed. 

Our professional and patient inspectors will examine 
the property and explain all aspects of your new 
home. We will provide a full written report with 
photographs that will explain the property in question 
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building and home educators.

All Accurate Building Inspectors® are fully licensed and 
insured in New York, New Jersey and Massachusetts. 

Our Inspectors have over 100 years of combined experience.

By Caroline Spivack
and Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority must fix 
a 50-year-old typo, according 
to area pols.

The agency should correct 
its spelling of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge — named for 
Italian explorer Giovanni da 
Verrazzano — which has been 
missing a Z since it opened 
in 1964, thanks to a petition 
started by a Dyker Heights 
man, local pols wrote in a 
Dec. 7 letter to agency chief 
Thomas Prendergast.

“It is our opinion, along 
with the almost 1,000 signa-
tories, that as we move for-
ward, the MTA should take 
serious consideration in rec-
tifying this error on all future 
signage,” wrote state Sens. 
Andrew Lanza (R–Staten Is-
land) and Martin Golden (R–
Bay Ridge), who also sits on 
the authority’s Capital Pro-
gram Review Board.

Replacing all the posts 
bearing the error immedi-
ately would be costly and 

Zed-letter day! 
Pols back Verrazano-Narrows name fi x

Dyker Heights resident Robert Nash has a petition 
demanding the MTA rename the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge with the correct number of Zs. 
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cause traffic jams, so the 
pols are asking the Depart-
ment of Transportation, which 
maintains signs, to phase in 
the correction.

“We suggest instead that as 
signs become faded, unservice-
able, or become a safety issue, 
they are replaced with new ones 
with the correct spelling of Ver-
razzano,” they wrote.

Dyker Heights resident 
and Italian-American advo-
cate Robert Nash  circulated 
the petition earlier this sum-
mer  calling on the agency to 
fix the faulty spelling.

The revision would end 
a decades-long insult to the 
first European to explore New 
York Bay, Nash said.

“I’m extremely happy — 
I can’t tell you how happy 
I am. Giovanni da Verraz-
zano discovered our neck of 
the woods, and we honored 
him with a bridge — the least 
we can do is spell his name 
right,” Nash said.

A journalist who literally 
wrote the book on the bridge 
also lauded the push so long 
as it does not raise tolls any 
further.

“Better late than never,” 
said Gay Talese. “But I’m hop-
ing that the cost of correction, 
the expense of hiring work 
crews in cranes adding a sec-
ond ‘z,’ will not be passed on 
to motorists passing through 
the toll gates.”

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

They’re calling it a street-
car named displacement.

Sunset Parkers railed 
against Mayor DeBlasio’s 
streetcar proposal when offi-
cials held a meeting to take 
community input on the Sunset 
Park-to-Queens trolley on Dec. 
12, claiming the only thing the 
trolley would be good for is 
jacking up their rents. DeBla-
sio, the  developers who first 
floated the 
plan , and the 
city’s Eco-
nomic De-
velopment 
Corporation 
all claim the $2.5-billion peo-
ple-mover will connect locals 
to jobs elsewhere along the wa-
terfront, but even the people 
who would use it for just that 
believe the money would be 
better spent on improved buses 
and maintain the plan is a gift 
to developers that will make 
Sunset Park too expensive 
for the people who live there, 
one said.

“Why spend so much 
money on inventing this whole 
new system when you could 
improve the buses and trains 
we all already use?” said Glo-
ria Vargas, who lives along 
the proposed route in Sunset 
Park and works in Red Hook. 
“As someone who lives here, I 
don’t want or need this. Yeah, 
I could hop on it and head to 

work in Red Hook, but why 
do that when I already have 
the bus? And that’s because 
it’s not for us — it’s meant to 
bring others.”

The city  revealed poten-
tial routes  for the so-called 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector 
earlier this month and officials 
are in the midst of visiting 
community boards for feed-
back. But Sunset Parkers spent 
more than two hours waving 
protest signs and heckling 

city honchos 
when they 
came to make 
their pitch at 
Community 
Board 7 on 

Monday night.
Proponents expect the trol-

ley to spur development on 
the waterfront and plan to 
finance the project with ad-
ditional tax revenue reaped 
as a result of new construc-
tion. The plan will necessar-
ily cause gentrification that 
will lead to higher rents and 
the displacement of locals, 
one critic said.

“It’s the financing of the 
project — the fact that it re-
lies on rising property values. 
It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy 
because without the gentri-
fication there is no [street-
car],” said Ana Orozco an 
organizer with local social-
justice group Uprose. “This 
is for new residents that will 
be living in luxury develop-

Wrong track
Sunset Parkers lash out 
against the streetcar plan

Sunset Parkers with activist groups Uprose and 
Friends of Sunset Park railed against the Mayor’s 
Sunset Park-to-Queens streetcar at a Community 
Board 7 meeting on the project.
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ments near the waterfront.”
Councilman Carlos 

Menchaca (D–Sunset Park) 
has previously said he  could 
not support the plan if it led 
to increased rents .

“What was $800 for a 
one-bedroom is now almost 
$2,000, which is absolutely 
insane,” he  told Gothamist 
over the summer . “If this is 
going to accelerate that, I’m 
not for it.”

But the councilman re-
fused to take a stance when 
locals publicly asked him on 
Monday.

Officials did not respond 
to concerns about displace-
ment, but they did say the new 
rail would make locals more 
mobile.

“This is not a silver-bul-
let solution to all of New 
York City’s transportation 
problems, but this will re-
ally move the needle for 
greater transportation con-
nectivity between the exist-
ing resources which are city-

wide ferry stops, different bus 
routes, subway lines, and Citi 
Bike stations,” said Emma 
Pfohman.

But some locals maintained 
the cash would be better off 
in the state-run Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity’s hands.

“It just doesn’t make sense 
to pour so much into some-
thing new when there aren’t 
enough buses and it’s like be-
ing in a can of sardines,” said 
Sunset Parker Edward Avila. 
“The money could be better 
spent elsewhere.”

Even Deputy Mayor Ali-
cia Glen has acknowledge the 
streetcar’s hulking cost com-
pared to city buses.

“There will still be folks 
who argue (not crazily) that 
no matter where the money 
comes from, it is still more ex-
pensive than (bus rapid tran-
sit),” Glen wrote in an e-mail 
the Daily News acquired via 
a public information request. 
“And that is true.”

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

An opponent of the may-
or’s proposed streetcar sys-
tem who publicly criticized 
the plan says that the city used 
his critique out of context in 
a promotional video — mak-
ing it look like he supported 
the very plan he is fighting 
against.

Over the summer, the Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration asked residents to help 
plan the trolley’s Sunset Park-
to-Queens route, and it later 
produced a publicity film us-
ing footage from the meet-
ings. The video quotes long-
time Sunset Park community 
leader Bob Bernard as saying 
the project “made potential 
open up for this community,” 
but Bernard says an unscru-
pulous editor cut him off 
just before he could finish 
his thought — that the po-
tential for bad outweighs the 
potential for good.

“If you look at this thing, 
it’s clear I’m being misquoted 
from my body language and 
tone,” said Bernard, who looks 
unnerved in the clip and is 
clearly cut off mid-sentence. 
“I’m against what they’re pro-
posing. And you would have 

heard that if they used the full 
quote, because I said there is 
potential for good, but I also 
said that there is more poten-
tial for bad than good with 
this project.” 

The five-second sound bite 
was snipped from a roughly 
20-second critique where Ber-
nard explained that the street-
car — dubbed the “BQX” — 
would lead to jacked-up rents 
and locals’ displacement.

The film was published on-
line on Nov. 3, but Bernard 
wasn’t even aware he was 
featured in it until recently. 
Members of Sunset Park so-
cial-justice group Uprose who 
were at the June meeting later 
saw the video and alerted Ber-
nard, a former director of the 
Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District, that he 
was taken out of context. One 
activist called out the Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion at a  contentious Dec. 12 
meeting , alleging the agency 
cherry-picked quotes to suit 
its needs.

“He is adamantly against 
the BQX, and he was mak-
ing a long point about why 
this is a problem,” said Up-
rose organizer Ana Orozco. 
“However the EDC used it to 
promote the BQX, so what is 

RAILROADED!
Oops! Streetcar’s promo 
video misquotes activist

the point of these visioning 
sessions? What is the point 
of these feasibility studies if 
they’re supposed to be neu-
tral and the city comes away 
from them saying, ‘Yay the 
community loved it — next 
meeting.’ ”

Officials could not explain 
the error but agreed that the 
video was wrong.

“You’re right, it should be 
accurate, but I’m sorry I can’t 
speak to the specifics of that 
situation,” said Adam Giam-
brone, who was hired by the 
city to head the streetcar sys-
tem’s design.

It is apparently not the first 
suspect promotional video for 
the contentious project. 

The  cadre of waterfront 
developers pushing the plan  
paid hipster media company 
Vice to produce a trolley-
boosting video that featured 
Brooklyn-born hip-hop artist 
Talib Kweli in the spring. But 
a spokeswoman for the artist 
later  told blog Patch that Kweli 
was not aware of the propos-
al’s finer points  and was not 
sure whether he supported the 
plan as proposed or simply 
the broad notion of improv-
ing Brooklyn transit.

Bob Bernard is mad that the city took his critique of 
the streetcar out of context and used it to suggest 
he supported the plan.
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