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Your World  — Your News

Having a ball
Wonder twins Everett, right, and Lumi Komulainen-Chin, 3, teamed up to build a snow-
man in Prospect Park on Saturday, which, by the looks of its bottom half, was set to dwarf 
the duo. The snowfall gave the borough its first taste of a white winter, but rain and 
warming temperatures quickly melted the fun.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Legalize it!
The city will finally sanction a 

popular but illicit route for cyclists 
trying to get across Court Street 
from Amity to Dean streets under 
a proposed overhaul of the Cob-
ble Hill intersection, and easy rid-
ers are stoked — they say they’ve 
been blowing that joint for years 
anyway, and it’s time The Man let 
them bring their habit out in the 
open so they can do it safely.

“People are already doing it,” 
said Cobble Hill bike activist Ba-
hij Chancey at a Community Board 
6 meeting on Dec. 15, where De-
partment of Transportation big-
wigs unveiled the plan. “I don’t 
think it will increase the number 
of people doing it, I just think it 
means the people who are doing 
it will be safe.” 

The two streets both abut Court 
Street on opposite sides but are off-
set by about 45 feet. Traffic on the 
hairy thoroughfare is one-way and 
Red Hook-bound, so travelers com-
ing to the end of Amity Street can’t 
make a left-hand, Carroll Gardens-
bound turn over Dean Street with-

City wants to green-light illicit bike path across Court St.

out getting on the wrong side of 
the Fuzz — although many rid-
ers do it anyhow. 

Now officials want to okay the 
underground movement, paint-
ing markings across Court Street 
and installing signs that read “no 
left turn except bicycles” at Am-
ity Street.

But one board member totally 
harshed the bikers’ mellow, say-
ing it was half-baked to encourage 
more free-wheeling commuters to 

do something that is supposed to 
be against the law.

“You’re allowing cyclists to do 
something that is technically ille-
gal and you can ticket a motorist 
for it,” said Jerry Armer. 

A transportation honcho said 
the department is making a rare 
exception for safety’s sake.

“It’s not something we like to do 
all of the time,” said Ted Wright, 
the department’s director of, err, 
greenways. “What we’re doing is 

ROLL THIS JOINT
Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve lost the plot!
The Council’s land-use com-

mittee shot down a developer’s 
pitch to rezone an industrial Car-
roll Gardens lot for condos after the 
builder refused to include any be-
low-market-rate housing, rejecting 
the plan unanimously last Wednes-
day and giving the firm a tongue-
lashing in the process.

The proposal especially en-
raged Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Carroll Gardens), who got into 

a heated exchange with the build-
er’s lawyer at a hearing a few days 
earlier, at one point threatening 
to walk out. 

“You’re taking away something 
that’s useful to the public … and 
adding nothing that is useful to the 
public,” said Lander at the zoning 
subcommittee hearing last Mon-
day. “I don’t understand why we’d 
even consider supporting it.” 

Oestreicher Properties first ap-
plied to erect a 10-unit complex 
on 14–18 Carroll St. between Co-
lumbia and Van Brunt streets in 

2012 after buying the vacant land 
for $1.5 million. 

But a series of delays, includ-
ing Hurricane Sandy, pushed the 
lengthy rezoning process back and 
the city then  introduced its manda-
tory inclusionary housing scheme , 
which requires builders to include 
so-called affordable housing in 
new properties of more than 12,500 
square feet. 

Oestreicher insists it should 
be exempt because its proposal 
squeaks in just below at 12,459 
square feet, but Lander and the 

local community board told the 
developer it would need to com-
ply anyway if it wants their bless-
ing — and the pol was outraged 
when the firm came before the 
Council this week with no inten-
tion to do so, leading to the show-
down on Monday.

The builder’s lawyer Adam 
Rothkrug accused the Council of 
saying, “Pay us this money and 
you’ll get your rezoning” — and 
Lander then said he’d storm out 
of the hearing if the legal eagle 
didn’t retract. 

“I think you should step back 
that comment — no one here is try-
ing to hold anyone up for money,” 
the councilman said. 

Rothkrug took it back and the 
hearing continued, but he main-
tained that it is “wrong” to de-
mand Oestreicher include below-
market housing when there is no 
legal obligation to do so, while the 
members explained that it is un-
precedented for a developer in the 
DeBlasio era to seek a rezoning 
with no low-income housing.

Pols reject C’Gardens rezoning
Developer slammed for refusing to include any below-market housing

See REZONING  on page 8

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Now this is clean eating! 
Two Greenpoint restaurants are now 

offering reusable takeout containers — 
and discounts for diners who use and 
return them — as part of a new five-
month experiment called Shareware that 
they hope will prove to-go services can 
be less trashy. 

“The restaurant business is such a 
wasteful industry as it is,” said Todd 
Andrews, the chef and general manager 
at Italian eatery Anella on Franklin and 
Green streets, which has been offering 
Shareware since Dec. 8. “I think it’s an 
opportunity to show people it’s possi-
ble to at least attempt to cut down on 
restaurant waste.” 

Joining Anella in the planet-friendly 
program is comfort-food restaurant Jim-
my’s on Calyer and Franklin streets.

To participate, eco-savvy eaters need 
to  sign up for Shareware free online  and 
then let the eateries know they’re part of 
the project when ordering food. 

After chowing down, they rinse out 
the containers and return them to ei-
ther restaurant, which will then hand 
the returnee a 10-percent discount cou-
pon for their next purchase and clean 
the receptacles in a heavy-duty dish-
washer. 

So far, 14 people have joined, accord-
ing to the program’s organizers.

They acknowledge they’re asking 
members to put in more leg work and 
elbow grease than the average take-out 
customer, but believe the discount and 
sense of satisfaction for helping save 
the earth will be enough incentive for 
local do-gooders to get on board.

“The people participating are com-
munity members who are passionate 
about being part of reusable container 
program so they’re probably eager and 
excited to return it,” said Allison Cur-
rier, the environmental and community 
organizer for eco-activist group Neigh-
bors Allied for Good Growth. 

The group purchased 250 polypro-
pylene boxes with grant money from 
the Greenpoint Community Environ-
mental Fund — a state slush fund cre-
ated from money ExxonMobil had to 
cough up after spilling some 30 mil-
lion gallons of oil into the Newtown 
Creek — which will be in rotation for 
the next five months. 

Seasoned readers will remember 
“ shareware ” as free or cheap computer-
game demos that small software de-
velopers distributed on floppy disks in 
the 1990s, which people could copy for 
friends in the hope that they’d generate 
buzz and eventually customers — and 

Eat your green!
Greenpoint eateries now offering 
returnable takeout containers

Neighbors Allied for Good Growth are 
aiming for the kind of grassroots suc-
cess enjoyed by “Doom” and “Com-
mander Keen” to keep their Share-
ware going. 

The organization doesn’t have any 
more cash right now to keep the project 
going after the pilot, but Currier says 
it will at least create a how-to guide at 

the end so other eateries can replicate 
the service, and she thinks they will 
— even if only to save some dough 
on disposable containers.

“There is cost saving — you’re pur-
chasing something that’s reusable and 
not disposable,” she said. 

Sign up for Shareware at www.
nag-brooklyn.org/shareware.

Anella restaurant manager Lindsey Johnston shows off a Shareware 
reusable takeout container in action.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

White families living in Dumbo may 
be choosing to send their kindergartners 
to schools other than the mostly minority 
PS 307 in Vinegar Hill despite a  contro-
versial rezoning that many heralded as 
a crucial step towards integration , and 
one school leader is questioning whether 
the neighbors are avoiding the institu-
tion because of its racial makeup.

“My fear is that despite the rezoning, 
white parents aren’t going to come to 
this school because of its demograph-
ics,” said Faraji Hannah-Jones, a former 
Parent-Teacher Association co-president 
whose daughter attends the school. 

The Department of Education dramat-
ically expanded the area PS 307 serves 
this school year — it was previously 
just zoned for some kids in the Farragut 
Houses, and now encompasses all of  
Dumbo  — in order to ease overcrowd-
ing at  the mostly white PS 8 in Brook-
lyn Heights, which had to put dozens of 
youngsters on its  wait list last year .

Education officials predicted that the 
number of minority students attending 
PS 307 would drop from 90 percent to 
around 55 to 60 percent over several 
years, but many touted the change as 
a milestone for school desegregation, 
with local pols and some members of 
the district Community Education Coun-
cil arguing the rezoning would finally 

It’s not all white
PS 307 leader fears Dumbo residents 
avoiding recently rezoned school

bring white and black children together 
in a city where many schools are heav-
ily segregated.

But in its first year, the school’s ra-
cial makeup has remained roughly the 
same, with fewer than 10 white kids 
enrolling in kindergarten — the same 
figure as last fall, according to educa-
tion department data, which does not 
give the exact amount, so could be as 
few as one or zero. 

The figures do show that more kids 
from inside the zone are now attend-
ing PS 307 — a magnet school that re-
ceives federal money for math and sci-
ence programs that any student from 
across the city can attend. Last year 
just 18 of its 69 kindergartners were 
from inside the zone, while 31 of this 

Plans to integrate PS 307 in Vine-
gar Hill are yet to net any results.
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See SCHOOL  on page 8

USEFUL!

Councilman Brad Lander saved this long-vacant industrial 
lot from rezoning, arguing the developer needs to offer 
something to the community in return.
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INSIDE: TRUMP’S SON-IN-LAW BUYS MASSIVE LOT IN DUMBO, P.3

trying to provide a safer way for 
some of these people who making 
that crossing.”

The signs are just one part of the 
plan — agency officials also want 
to stick a two-block bike lane on 
Amity Street from Henry to Court 
streets to fill gaps in the pedaling-
path network, and install another 
crosswalk over Court Street, outside 
the Starbucks at Dean Street.

The changes won’t bogart any 
vehicle lanes, though they could nix 
one parking space, the reps said. 
Workers will just narrow the cur-
rent one-way travel lane on Amity 
Street a little and paint the cycling 
lane markings next to it.  

The committee members de-
cided to hold off voting on the pro-
posal until they rap with more Cob-
ble Hill residents at next month’s 
meeting. 

The city will finally sanction a popular but illicit route (seen 
in diagram) for cyclists trying to get across Court Street 
from Amity to Dean streets. 
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve been talking 
about death for years, and 
now they’ve finally gone 
through with it.

Gowanus’s beloved life-
size cabinet of curiosities 
the Morbid Anatomy Mu-
seum abruptly closed over 
the weekend after more 
than two years of educat-
ing Brooklynites about  Si-
cilian sex ghosts  and how to 
make  dioramas of bugs posed 
as humans , according to its 
website. 

“Thanks to everyone for 
two and a half wonderful 
years, but the Morbid Anat-
omy Museum is now closed,” 
the proprietors of the maca-
bre Third Avenue institution 
 wrote on their blog .

The shutter came with 
little warning, although 
museum founder Joanna 
Ebenstein  launched a crowd-
funding campaign  earlier this 
month saying they needed 
to raise $75,000 in a few 
months or faced the “very 
real prospect that the mu-

Morbid Anatomy Museum goes dark

Rest in peace

The Morbid Anatomy Museum in happier times.
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seum will close.”  
The museum had received 

just $8,010 as of Monday 
morning. 

The gallery  began as an 
exhibit  of taxidermy, old 
medical books, and post-
mortem photographs at the 
also-deceased local weirdo 
gallery Proteus Gowanus, 
and moved to its own two-
story digs  at Seventh Street 
in 2014 , where it hosted bi-

zarre nightly events includ-
ing lectures on  spontaneous 
human combustion ,  mouse 
taxidermy classes , and  a pop-
ular annual Krampus party  
celebrating Saint Nicholas’s 
devilish companion who kid-
naps and whips naughty chil-
dren. 

The museum held its final 
Krampus party last Friday.

Stunned fans mourned the 
venue’s demise when news of 

the closure broke on Monday 
morning — even those who 
are usually into death. 

“I think I was in shock and 
I cried a little bit just think-
ing about it, it’s pretty heart-
breaking just because that 
place has been my home for 
the last two years,” said “goth 
scholar” Andi Harriman, who 
gave lectures about the sub-
culture at the gallery and once 
disc jockeyed a party there 
with nothing but songs by 
the Cure. 

The museum was a one-of-
a-kind place for people who 
find beauty in the darker side 
of life to meet and share their 
passion, she said.

“It brought us all together 
and we learned from each 
other and grew,” said Harri-
man. “It was very special.”

But appropriately, there is 
some hope the museum will 
rise from the dead in one form 
or another, according to one 
friend of the venue.

“This is not the end of Mor-
bid Anatomy, just a pause,” 
wrote Science Channel show 
“Oddities” host and  House of 
Wax bar curator  Ryan Mat-
thew Cohn in  a cryptic Fa-
cebook post . “There will be 
a rebirth in the near future. 
So all we can do for now is 
stay tuned.”

Ebenstein did not return 
requests for comment.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a rental hike!
Cobble Hill’s last remain-

ing video-lending joint Video 
Free Brooklyn is leaving its 
Smith Street home of 14 years 
at the end of the month, and 
will relocate to the lobby of 
Downtown’s newly opened 
Alamo Drafthouse Cin-
ema. The store’s owner in-
sists there’s still a demand 
for physical video discs, but 
says the nabe has become too 
pricey to keep his niche busi-
ness there open. 

“It’s just become a little 
too tough,” said Aaron Hillis, 
who has been hawking mov-
ies at the store between Doug-
lass and Degraw streets since 
2012. “I don’t think the model 
is broken — I just think the 
neighborhood has mutated in 
a way that made it hard to be 
sustainable.”

Hillis is hauling his 
12,000-title collection on DVD 
and BluRay — heavy on rare, 
arthouse, and foreign films — 
to the multiplex on the fourth 
floor of the new City Point 
shopping complex on Fulton 
Mall, where he has struck a 
deal with the cinema’s head 
honcho to provide the movies 
in exchange for free rent. 

Video Free Brooklyn is one 
of the few dedicated video-
rental businesses left in Brook-
lyn and the only one in the 
Downtown area, and Hillis 
doesn’t think he’ll shed too 
many of his loyal customers 
with the move a mile away. 

“I think we’ll have a pretty 
good retention,” said Hillis, 

The reel world Brooklyn
Video-rental store leaving Smith Street for D’town

who also works as a film jour-
nalist and for crowdfunding 
platform Indiegogo. “I hope 
people make the trek — it’s 
only one mile away, it’s not 
like we’re moving to another 
city.” 

Alamo Drafthouse — an 
indie chain based in Austin, 
Texas — is known for un-
earthing and screening cult 
classics, so he also expects 
to pick up some new patrons 
amongst the film buffs who 
flock there.

“I feel like it’s already be-
coming a communal hub for 
cinephiles and I think the type 
of people who are going to 
come to Alamo Drafthouse 

are the people who are going 
to rent a movie on the way 
out,” he said. 

He also plans to introduce 
an option for customers to 
return movies by mail, old-
school Netflix style. 

Not that Hillis has much 
time for the movie-stream-
ing juggernaut — in fact, 
he is banking on sophisti-
cated Kings County con-
sumers eventually growing 
tired of its mainstream titles 
and venturing into his throw-
back store for something more 
stimulating. 

“It’s very easy to click a 
button on your couch and 
have content appear before 

your eyes, but I think in a me-
dia-savvy culture like Brook-
lyn, people are just hungrier 
than that and don’t just want 
to watch monotonous televi-
sion shows,” he said. 

The last day for rentals 
at the Smith Street location 
will be Dec. 28 and the shop 
will close its doors on Dec. 
29. It will reopen at Alamo 
Drafthouse sometime early 
next year.

Video Free Brooklyn [244 
Smith St. between Doug-
lass and Degraw streets 
in Cobble Hill, www.vid-
eofreebrooklyn.com, (718) 
855–6130]. Mon–Fri 2 pm–
10 pm.

Video Free Brooklyn owner Aaron Hillis shows off some of the rare titles his 
store specializes in.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn College has 
joined dozens of other uni-
versities across the country 
in vowing to protect students 
at the school who are living in 
the country without legal per-
mission from the clutches of a 
new federal government hell-
bent on deporting them.

Just don’t call it a “sanc-
tuary campus.”

That was the message sent 
by the City University of New 
York chancellor James Mil-
liken in a  carefully worded 
statement  that avoided the 
 contentious term , but still 
pledged to protect the thou-
sands of immigrant students 
on city campuses.

The Midwood school gar-
nered 400 signatures from fac-
ulty, students, and staff de-
manding the college declare 
itself and the entire univer-
sity system a sanctuary, and 
the about 100-person faculty 
council voted 80–5 two weeks 
ago to support a resolution de-
manding sanctuary status be 
declared by the Chancellor. 

Milliken responded this 
week that CUNY will “take 
any steps available under the 

Avoiding the ‘S’ word
Brooklyn College says it will protect immigrant students

law to protect and support its 
undocumented students” in a 
letter that also promises the 
university will not turn over 
student information to immi-
gration enforcement author-
ities and will stop immigra-
tion authorities from coming 
on campuses without a court 
order.

But it falls short of de-
claring sanctuary status, 
which has upset some on 
the board.

“It’s good, but it’s also not 
enough, there’s always room 

for more growth. This is a 
tremendous start in that the 
Chancellor is acknowledging 
the need for a sanctuary sta-
tus, and whether or not he uses 
the term is less important rel-
ative to what the institution 
does to protect immigrant stu-
dents,” said Alan Aja, associ-
ate professor of Puerto Rican 
and Latino Studies at Brook-
lyn College. “I would prefer 
he use it given its meaning, 
given its history.”

President-elect Trump has 
already pledged to  cut fund-

ing to so-called sanctuary cit-
ies . As such, leaders of public 
universities such as Brooklyn 
College — which are  funded 
by the city , state, and  federal 
government  rather than pri-
vate endowments and tuition 
— may fear losing much-
needed cash by coming out 
as sanctuaries, said Carolina 
Bank Munoz, a professor of 
sociology and head of the de-
partment. 

“That word has become a 
loaded word and I think that 
there’s fear that if colleges are 
calling themselves sanctuar-
ies, Trump could say, ‘Well 
all sanctuary colleges won’t 
get funding,’ ” she said. “We 
don’t know because we don’t 
know what Trump is going to 
do, and certainly he can’t just 
wave a hand and make it all 
go away.”

The City University of New 
York did not respond to re-
quests for comment about its 
risk of losing funding. 

But the fact students will 
be protected is all that mat-
tered to Bank Munoz.

“I don’t care what it’s called 
as long as at the end of the 
day we’re protecting stu-
dents,” she said.

Professors Carolina Bank Munoz and Alan Aja 
helped write a resolution which would mean the 
school could legally protect undocumented immi-
grants from Trump.
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We Put People First, Even In Our Name!

People’s Alliance 
Federal Credit Union

Experience banking where even the 
smallest saver is treated like a VIP.

Let us show you how we 
can save you money. 

Visit www.pafcu.org or call 
(888) 268-2768 today!

67 Hanson Place
Brooklyn, NY 11217
(718) 643-4506 69 Atlantic Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-2988

www.pafcu.org

Benefits of 
 Banking with PAFCU:

www.pafcu.org

 FREE pound of coffee 
with $50 purchase or more

 shipping of gift baskets 
within the USA under 10lbs 

*)

Hot Breakfast Special: FREE Coffee with Breakfast
*

Give the Gift 
of Coffee & 

Gift Baskets 
this Christmas

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

He’s the Don of Dumbo!
Donald Trump’s son-in-

law and right-hand man Jared 
Kushner on Tuesday closed a 
long-rumored $345- million 
deal to buy a city-block-sized 
vacant lot at Jay and Front 
streets, adding what will 
likely become a massive lux-
ury housing complex to the 

developer’s already substan-
tial portfolio of property in 
the nabe. 

Kushner and his business 
partners purchased the highly 
coveted land at 85 Jay St. from 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
have long used it as a parking 
lot for church members but  are 
now moving their entire op-
eration upstate . 

The religious outfit con-

Bigly deal! 
Trump’s son-in-law buys 
Dumbo lot for $345M

Jared Kushner (husband of First Daughter Ivanka 
Trump) just bought this massive parking lot at 85 
Jay St. in Dumbo.
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vinced the city to rezone the 
land  for housing back in 2004  
but never ended up building 
anything, and now Kusher and 
his associates can erect sev-
eral towers containing around 
a thousand high-end residential 
units on the site with no need 
for city approval or to include 
affordable housing — although 
one real-estate expert predicts 
at least part of the space will 
end up as retail. 

“There will be a very large 
amount of great retail and res-
idential,” said Chris Havens, a 
broker at Terra CRG. “What 
you’ll probably see is a super-
market, a lot of small retail, a 
lot of parking.” 

The deal cements the neigh-
borhood’s status as the new 
Trump Village — Kushner 
 purchased the Witnesses’ old 

“Watchtower” printing plants 
for $373 million in 2013 , which 
he has since turned into a hip 
office complex, and in Au-
gust  he snapped up  the reli-
gious group’s old Columbia 
Heights headquarters for $345 
million. 

Jed and David Walentas of 
Two Trees Management ba-
sically invented Dumbo in 
its current form as a hub of 
high-end housing and high-
tech offices, and Havens says 
Kushner is now following their 
footsteps as he expands the 
neighborhood.

“The reason Dumbo worked 
is because you could live and 
work there,” he said.

Kushner is married to fu-
ture First Daughter Ivanka 
Trump and is one of the Don-
ald’s closest advisors, serving 

on the reality-television-star-
turned-leader-of-the-free-
world’s transition team and 
 gunning for a formal role  in 
his administration.

And one local leader says 
she just hopes Dumbo’s new 
real-estate overlord uses his 
political clout to help spruce 
up the area — particularly by 
convincing the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation to re-
store its historic cobblestone 
streets.

“It would be great if he 
could put pressure on DOT 
to restore these streets,” 
said Doreen Gallo, the pres-
ident of local civic group the 
Dumbo Neighborhood Alli-
ance. “Hopefully he will see 
the value of his buildings 
will go up if the streets are 
restored.”A
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Big Olive Oil is giv-
ing a Park Slope grocer the 
squeeze!

Trade group the North 
American Olive Oil Associ-
ation sued Fifth Avenue’s O 
Live Brooklyn in federal court 
on Monday, alleging the small-
time gourmet grocer and its 
distributor are smearing the 
good name of supermarket-
shelf olive oil brands by claim-
ing their fancy products offer 
health benefits the mass-mar-
ket ones don’t.

But the local purveyor of 
lipid gold says he’s no snake-
oil salesman — and he’s baf-
fled that the oil tycoons are 
pitting themselves against the 
very businesses they are sup-
posed to support, instead of of-
fering an olive branch.

“I consider us on the same 
team,” said proprietor Greg 
Bernarducci,  whose mom-
and-pop taproom  offers tast-
ing classes and oils infused 
with herbs and spices. “We 
both want people to eat good 
olive oil, that’s why I find this 
very strange.”

The New Jersey-based as-
sociation — which represents 
the companies behind 55–60 
percent of all olive oil sold in 
the country, according to its 
suit — is alleging that Ber-

Greasing the wheels of justice
Olive oil tycoons suing Park Slope mom-and-pop shop for slander

narducci’s supplier Veronica 
Foods and six other area re-
tailers hawking the California 
company’s products are cost-
ing its members sales through 
“online statements, articles, 
and promotional pieces” that 
claim the fruit fat at your lo-
cal Key Food or C-Town are 
less fresh and therefore not as 
good for you as their “Ultra-
Premium” variety.

The group insists the big-

brands’ $8 bottles of olive oil 
contain the same health benefits 
consumers expect — typically, 
a lower risk of heart disease — 
as the $20 vessels in specialty 
stores, but shoppers are being 
duped into paying more.

“We don’t want consum-
ers to be misled into making 
a false choice between buy-
ing a more expensive olive oil 
or not buying olive oil at all,” 
said Eryn Balch, the cooking-

oil confederation’s executive 
vice president.

The suit further alleges that 
the Ultra-Premium label Ve-
ronica slaps on its products is a 
self-awarded certification and 
therefore deceives shoppers by 
insinuating it is supported and 
verified by a third party.

The Ultra-Premium  web-
site  describes it as “the high-
est quality standard in the 
world” but doesn’t mention 

that the designation is exclu-
sive to Veronica Foods, the 
suit argues.

But Bernarducci claims the 
company isn’t misleading any-
one by calling its oil super high-
quality, because that’s exactly 
what it is — even by the asso-
ciation’s own standards, which 
are set, of course, by the Inter-
national Olive Council.

“Our oils have to meet cer-
tain standards which are above 
industry standards for us to sell 
in our store,” he said. 

Bernarducci claims he 
doesn’t explicitly tell shop-
pers that other olive oils are 
less of a boon to your body, but 
he does warn them to be wary 
of brands that don’t spell out 
their chemical components or 
crush dates on the labels.

“I would say if they sent 
their oils out for chemical anal-
ysis like our oils are, my guess 
is they would come back lack-
ing,” he said.

The association is seek-
ing damages for members’ 
alleged losses and for the 
court to nix the Ultra-Pre-
mium trademark.  

Bernarducci isn’t the body’s 
only target — it  also sued tele-
vision’s Dr. Oz last month  for 
saying that around 80 percent 
of supermarket olive oils aren’t 
“the real deal” during a May 
episode. 

Park Slope olive-oil vendor Greg Bernarducci and his O Live store in the hal-
cyon days of a 2012 file photo.
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
@citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500  WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

A villain pistol-whipped a 
guy while holding up a Myrtle 
Avenue store on Dec. 16.

The brute entered the shop 
by Waverly Avenue at 12:05 am 
flashing a gun and ordered one 
customer and five employees 
to the back office, demanding 
they get down on their knees 
one by one, cops said. He then 
ordered them to open the safe 
and said he’d shoot them one 
by one if they didn’t, a re-
port said.

The lout then whacked one 

of the staffers with his gin, cut-
ting the man’s right eyebrow. 
He then removed the custom-
er’s cellphone as the injured 
employee opened the safe and 
the fiend made off with a petty 
cash box containing $500, au-
thorities said.

Four-on-one
A cruel crew stole a teen’s 

phone on Fort Greene Place 
on Dec. 12.

The 16-year-old victim told 
police he was waiting near 
DeKalb Avenue at 3:05 pm 
when one of the punks ap-
proached him and asked the 

time, before four more filchers 
came up and asked the same 
question seconds later, a re-
port said.

The victim pulled out his 
phone, gave the group the 
time, and quickly put his cell 
away, but then one of the bad-
dies hissed, “Give me your 
phone or I’m gonna jack you,” 
as he pulled something out 
of his pocket, simulating a 
weapon that was covered by 
a white bandanna, authori-
ties said.

They took the kid’s phone 
and fled, according to a re-
port.

Bad guy pistol-whips worker on Myrtle

Cash grab
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say threatened to kill a 
man if he didn’t hand over 
his money on Fulton Street 
on Dec. 13.

The victim was walking 
home from the train station 
near Classon Avenue at 9:35 
pm when the suspect alleg-
edly tried to get his attention. 
The man then stood in front 
of the victim, put his hand in 
his pocket and simulated a 
gun, growling, “Give me your 
money or I will kill you” be-
fore taking $20 from his vic-
tim’s wallet and running off, 
according to authorities. 

Gunning for him
Police are hunting for a 

man who robbed a guy at gun-
point on St. Edwards Street 
on Dec. 16.

The victim told police he 
dropped off clothes at an apart-
ment building near Park Av-
enue at 9 pm and was on the 
phone in the fifth-floor hall-
way when the criminal came 
down and stole the man’s phone 
and $566, a report said. 

Meal interrupted 
A bandit held up a Classon 

Avenue restaurant by waving 
a gun around on Dec. 18.

The rogue stormed into the 
eatery near Lafayette Avenue 
at 8:05 pm and jumped over 
the counter while flashing his 
weapon, then told one woman 
to put her head down as she 
called for her father.

Her dad emerged from the 
back and the bad guy told him 
to put his head down, too, 
striking him with an unknown 
object on the top of his head 
before removing $900 from 
the cash register and running 
off, authorities said.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Fare beater
Cops arrested a woman af-

ter she allegedly skipped pay-
ing her taxi fare and then at-
tacked police on Sixth Avenue 
on Dec. 10.

The cabbie flagged down a 
squad car near Bergen Street 
at 2:15 am, and complained 
that the 32-year-old suspect re-
fused to pay him the $6.50 she 
owed for a ride, cops said.

As patrolmen investigated 
the victim’s complaint, the 
suspect lost her cool and began 
shouting at the officers and 
hurling insults, before shov-
ing a cop, police said.

After placing the woman 
under arrest, the officers 
found she was in posses-
sion of a glass vile of coke, 
cops said.

Chew-ns
A music snob confronted 

a man about the tunes he was 
listening to in Prospect Park 
on Dec. 9 and then bit him.

The victim told police he 
was near Parkside and Ocean 
avenues at 3 pm when the 
other man stalked up to com-
plain about his music, and an 
argument ensued.

It’s unclear if the victim 
had speakers going, or was 
just listening to his head-
phones, but one thing led to 
another, and he ended up with 
bite marks on his left hand, 
cops said.

The Prospect Park biter re-
mains on the loose. He’s de-
scribed by police as 46 years 
old and 5-foot-9.

It’s a trap!
Cops left a bag of money in 

a Flatbush Avenue department 
store then arrested a woman 
for allegedly pocketing the 
cash in a sting on Dec. 8.

Detectives intentionally 
left a bag with $43 unattended 
inside the big-box retailer near 
Atlantic Avenue at 4:57 pm, 
then cuffed the suspect after 
she allegedly rifled through it 
and swiped the money. 

Slap shot
A 61-year-old man was ar-

her on the right side of her 
face at about 10 pm after they 
got into an argument near Mill 
Street. The brute fled in a sil-
ver car and the victim turned 
down a trip to the hospital, ac-
cording to authorities.. 

Fire starter 
Cops cuffed a woman af-

ter they say she started a fire 
outside a Clinton Street house 
on Dec. 16, police said.

The suspect allegedly 
started a small blaze at the 
home between Mill Street 
and Centre Mall at about 4 
pm, leaving scorch marks 
on the floor, according to 
authorities.

Police also found hypoder-
mic needles and a controlled 
substance on the suspect, and 
charged her with trespassing, 
arson, and reckless endanger-
ment, officials said. 

Rookie mistake
A nogoodnik swiped two 

laptops from a woman’s 
Union Street apartment on 
Dec. 16.

The victim told police she 
thinks the sneak got into her 
apartment between Court and 
Smith streets sometime be-
tween 1 am and 11:30 am with 
the spare key she leaves under 
the rug, then stole her two lap-
tops, a pair of house keys, and 
a mouse pad, cops said. 

Caught him 
Cops arrested a 21-year-old 

man after they say he threat-
ened two different guys with 
weapons and broke into an 
apartment on Bush Street on 
Dec. 13.

The suspect allegedly 
first pulled a handgun on a 
guy on Columbia Street near 
Mill Street at about 9 pm and 
swiped $39 from him, before 
fleeing to an apartment be-
tween Columbia and Hicks 
streets, officials said.

The occupant told the sus-
pect to leave, but the guy then 
allegedly grabbed a small 
kitchen knife and held it to 
the man’s head, saying, “I 
don’t want to kill you,” ac-
cording to authorities.

The two got into a brief 
struggle before cops arrested 
the suspect on Hicks Street, 
police said.  

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

He’s not lovin’ it 
Police arrested a man who 

they say threatened a guy with 
a gun in an 86th Street fast 
food restaurant on Dec. 17, 
said officials. 

The victim told police he 
was in the eatery between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
1:20 am when the man be-
gan arguing about waiting in 
line. But the dispute escalated 
when the man pulled out a 
black .40 caliber pistol and 
began threatening the victim, 
according to police. 

Officers stopped the sus-
pect on 87th Street and Fourth 
Avenue, authorities said.

Failed mugging
Five ruffians tried to mug 

a man on 63rd Street on Dec. 
14, said police. 

The victim told police that 
he was walking home between 
13th and 14th avenues at 6:50 
pm when five unknown men 
surrounded him, rushed him, 
and began punching him. The 
would-be robbers tried to re-
move the man’s cellphone, but 
the victim broke free before 
the bruisers could wrestle it 
from him, officials said. 

Break it up
Police cuffed two men who 

allegedly attacked a police of-
ficer trying to break up their 
fight on Third Avenue on Dec. 
18, authorities said. 

The officer reported that 
seeing the two men fighting 
between 76th Street and Bay 
Ridge Parkway at 3:50 am. 
While attempting to separate 
the two, one pushed the officer 
away while the other punched 
him in the back of the head, 
said authorities. 

Both men also refused to 
be handcuffed, pushing the 
officer and flailing their arms, 
officers reported. 

Gunpoint 
Two brutes threatened a 

man with a gun at a Fourth 
Avenue gas station in the mid-
dle of the afternoon on Dec. 
13 — then fled into a busy de-
partment store, said police. 

The victim told police that 
the two men approached him 
while he was pumping gas be-
tween 91st and 92nd streets 
at 3:30 pm. One of the men 
pulled out a black gun and 
stated, “Run your s---,” ac-
cording to a police report. 

The men ran into the nearby 
department store. Police con-
ducted a canvas of the area 
with negative results, offi-
cials said.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
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rested for allegedly hawking 
knock-off hockey hats outside 
an Atlantic Avenue stadium 
on Dec. 16.

Cops spotted the victim 
shouting “$10 for Rangers 
and Islanders hats,” outside 
arena near Pacific Street at 6 
pm, before realizing he was 
an unauthorized vendor shil-
ling bogus caps.

Parking job
Someone busted up a man’s 

car after he left it parked un-
attended for two months on 
Third Street starting on Oct. 
5.

The victim told police he 
returned to his Toyota carry-
all on Dec. 2 at 7 pm, only 
to discover the television in-
stalled in the back passenger-
side seat was cracked.

No windows were broken, 
and the owner can’t remember 
if he locked the thing, cops 
reported.

That stinks
Police cuffed a 50-year-

old woman after they say she 
swiped more than $100 worth 
of soap from a Fourth Avenue 
grocery store on Dec. 5.

An employee allegedly 
spotted the suspect at 5:30 
am trying to flee the store 
between President and Carroll 
streets without paying for the 
bundle of soap she’d nabbed, 
police said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Free-booter
A malefactor broke into a 

guy’s Court Street apartment 
and stole his jacket and boots 
on Dec. 15, police said.

The victim told police 
the jerk entered his apart-
ment between Verandah 
Place and Warren Street at 
10:15 am through an ajar front 
door and swiped his gray and 
brown NorthFace jacket and 
a pair of boots, according to 
authorities. 

Bruiser 
A lout punched a woman in 

the face on Columbia Street 
on Dec. 17.

The 37-year-old woman 
told police the jerk socked 
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By Brooklyn Party Favorites
Brooklyn Paper

I
n with the new, out with the auld lang 
syne!

For many of us, 2016 was a dumpster 
fire of a year, and we cannot wait to move 
on to the next big thing. But you can use 
the final night of the year excorcise the de-
mons of 2016, get silly with your friends, 
and start 2017 with a whole new attitude 
— or possibly just a whole new hangover. 
Here are some of the best spots in Brooklyn 
where you can ring in the new year. 

What a blast!
This year’s fireworks display over Pros-

pect Park will be a stand-out extravaganza, 
packing extra fireworks into the almost-
half hour show in order to celebrate the 
park entering its 150th year. Borough Pres-
ident Adams will welcome the new year in 
Grand Army Plaza, which is not only the 
best place to watch the fires in the sky, but 
also where you can warm up with free hot 
chocolate and hear the Brooklyn Mash It 
Up Band rock out starting at 11 pm. 

Grand Army Plaza (Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
www.brooklyn-usa.org). 11 pm–12:30 am. 
Free. 

That’s all, folk!
Americana music venue Jalopy will rock 

out the old year with the “See you Never, 
2016” party, an all-ages event featuring the 
bands Dr. Medicine, Holy Smokes, Pinkey 
Promise, and Victory Walk. Proceeds will 
go to the Brooklyn Pride Center. 

Jalopy Theatre [315 Columbia St. be-
tween Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214, www.
jalopy.biz]. 8 pm. $10.

Dance magic dance
Enter a magic world as you exit 2016  

at the “Labyrinth Lounge” party featur-
ing art inspired by the best fantasy film of 
the 1980s, burlesque from Beelzebabe, and  
live bands, along with a dance party with 
music from DJ Poodlecannon. Dressing up 
is mandatory: think David Bowie, fantasy 
glam, and vintage lounge outfits.

Gemini & Scorpio Loft (600 Degraw 
St. between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.geminiandscorpio.com). 9 
pm–4 am. $40–$60.

Dance the year away
Brooklyn Contra hosts a night of con-

tra dancing, with bubbly beverages at mid-
night. Don’t know how to do the square-
dance-style steps? There will be a free 
lesson at 8 pm.

Camp Friendship Brooklyn [339 Eighth 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues, (718) 
965–3695, www.brooklyncontra.org]. 8 
pm–1 am. $25.

2016 had Issues
Issue Project Room guitarist Marc Ri-

bot, who played at Issue’s first concert in 
2003, who will improvise tunes with Henry 

Grimes, and Chad Taylor, leading up to a  a 
midnight rendition of Albert Ayler’s pow-
erful masterpiece “Bells.”

Issue Project Room (22 Boerum Pl. 
between Schermerhorn and Livingston 
streets Downtown, www.issueproject-
room.org.). 10 pm–1 am. $30.

This charming band
Feeling depressed at the end of the year? 

Mope your way through New Year’s Eve 
with Smiths cover band the Sons and Heirs, 
then spin your way into a better mood at a 
late-night ’80s dance party.

Littlefield (622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). 9 pm–3 am. $25 
($20 in advance)

Pig out
Threes Brewing and the Meat Hook team 

up for the “Fest to End all Feasts,” a family-
style meal with unlimited meats, a whole 
roast pig, pasta, and flowing beer. Those 
who want to skip the meal can enjoy drink 
specials and dancing in the main bar.

Threes Brewing [333 Douglass St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 522–2110, www.threesbrewing.
com]. 7 pm–2 am. Free ($125 with dinner). 

Let’s go crazy
Dearly beloved, we are gathered to-

gether to get through this thing called the 
Prince New Year’s Party, with a screen-
ing of “Purple Rain” at 8:30 pm, ’80s tunes 

and Prince songs all night. And if you dress 
like Prince, you drink free!

The Bodega [24 St. Nicholas Ave. at 
Troutman Street in Bushwick, (646) 924-
8488. 6 pm–4 am. Free. 

Paint the night Rouge
The burlesque holiday show “Nutcracker 

Rouge” will keep going into 2017, with an 
after-show dance party with the cast and 
crew, and champagne toast at midnight.

Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford St. be-
tween Lafayette and Greene avenues in 
Fort Greene, (718) 488–9233, www.iron-
dale.org]. 8 pm. $55–$850.

Wine-d down the year
Brooklyn Winery will become a magi-

cal forest for its “World of Wonder” New 
Year’s Eve party. Don your finest  with 
suprrises in every room, a magical photo 
booth, passed hors d’oeuvres, and an all-
night full open bar.

Brooklyn Winery [213 N. Eighth St. be-
tween Driggs and Roebling streets in Wil-
liamsburg. 9 pm–1:30 am. $150. 

A ’fine night
Enjoy dinner and a show at the “New 

Year’s Eve Supper Club” at Superfine, fea-
turing a cabaret show from Miss Saturn, 
Lil Miss Lixx, the Lounge Leader, Ma-
dame T and the Starlights, and more, with 
a dance party to follow. 

Superfine [126 Front St. at Pearl Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 243–9005, www.super-

fine.nyc]. 6 pm–4 am. $20 ($40 for table 
reservation).

Get high!
You’ll be able to look down on the New 

Year’s Eve fireworks at the “Countdown 
in the Sky” party on the 25th floor of the 
Aloft hotel. The Kimoto Rooftop will fea-
ture party favors, canapes, a broadcast of 
the ball drop, and a champagne toast, along 
with food and an open bar for those will-
ing to shell out a little more.

Kimoto Rooftop 216 Duffield St. be-
tween Fulton and Willoughby streets 
Downtown. 8 pm–4 am. $75–$160

Fiesta!
Celebrate South of the Border-style at 

Leyenda, the pan-Latin cocktail bar on 
Smith Street, at a party featuring unlim-
ited drinks, live flamenco music, party fa-
vors, and spicy hors d’oeuvres to soak up 
all that booze.

Leyenda [221 Smith St. between Bal-
tic and Butler streets in Cobble Hill, (347) 
987–3269, www.leyendabk.com]. 9:30 
pm–1 am. $125. 

Shots in the dark
Forget champagne — Kilo Bravo will 

be giving out free shots of Jameson to wel-
come 2017! You can wander into the laid-
back bar for free, or spring for the $40 open 
bar option from 11 pm–1 am.

Kilo Bravo [180 N. 10th St. between and 
Bedford and Driggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (347) 987–4379, www.kilobravobar.
com]. 10 pm–4 am. Free.

Happy brew year!
Spend the night with your beer friends at 

the Kings County Brewers Collective, where 
there will be rare brews, beer cocktails, 
snacks, and a special midnight toast.

Kings County Brewers Collective (381 
Troutman St. between Wyckoff and Irving 
avenues in Bushwick, www.kcbcbeer.com).  
8 pm–1 am. $10. 

A Bazaar night
The modestly titled “Greatest New Year’s 

Party Ever: F--- 2016” actually looks pretty 
great, with Brooklyn punk band Titus An-
dronicus rocking the stage, three floors 
of partying, and a “ball pit drop” at mid-
night, 

Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Manhattan Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint, www.bkbazaar.com). 
$50 ($40 in advance, $80 VIP).

Beach party
Head to Coney Island to watch the new 

year flash on the Parachute Jump, followed 
by fireworks over the ocean! Before the big 
moment, you can get free rides on the Won-
der Wheel or the Thunderbolt, then watch 
performances from Priceless Band and neon-
drenched superhero rocker Blazes.

Steeplechase Plaza (on the Boardwalk 
between W. 16th and W. 19th streets in 
Coney Island, www.brooklyn-usa.org). 9 
pm–1 am. Free.

Indie shops

It is a very Caribbean Christmas!
A new Ditmas Park holiday market is selling 

gifts made by artisans of West Indian heritage, 
including candles, rubs, foot spas, and lotions. 
Many people in the community are exhausted 
after a year of fighting racism and gentrifica-
tion, said the organizer, 
and she felt a joyous ba-
zaar full of pampering 
products was just what 
Santa ordered.

“It’s going to be fes-
tive, happy, and there’s 
going to be a lot of food 
and drinking — this mar-
ket is a gathering with 
family and friends and 
us celebrating beauty of the holiday with our 
traditions,” said Shelley Worrell, founder of Ca-
ribBeing, an art and cultural space housed in a 
shipping container outside the Flatbush Caton 
Market. “Between all the violence that we wit-
nessed this year and Black Lives Matter move-
ment — I think there’s a lot of healing that needs 
to be done.”

The market, which kicked off Dec. 16 and 
runs weekends through Christmas Eve, features 
12 vendors selling the indulgent goods as well 
as ornaments and scarves, plus seasonal bever-
ages including cocoa tea and kremas — Haiti’s 
answer to eggnog — all to recordings of Carib-
bean artists performing seasonal songs. 

She says the back-home feeling of the fair 
has people flocking there, and sticking around 
just to soak up the atmosphere.

“I think the diversity of the products people 
are going to enjoy the atmosphere — it’s very 
comfortable and intimate,” said Worrell. “Peo-
ple are finding us and staying for an hour and a 
half, because they want to lime with us.”

Caribbean Holiday Market at CaribBeing 
House in the courtyard of Flatbush Caton Mar-
ket (794 Flatbush Ave. between Caton Avenue 
and Lenox Road in Ditmas Park, www.caribbe-
ing.com) Dec. 23, 5–8 pm, Dec. 24, 1–8 pm. 
Free. — Alexandra Simon

M A R K E T

They are feeling fired up!
Israeli rock band Moshav is ready to drive 

out the darkness with its spiritual music on 
the first night of Hanukkah, while hundreds 
gather to light a 32-foot menorah in Grand 

Army Plaza. The Fes-
tival of Lights is espe-
cially meaningful for 
Moshav, says its singer 
and percussionist, be-
cause the band’s songs 
are about bringing more 
light into the world — 
and because two of its 
five members grew up in 
the neighborhood where, 

according to legend, the eight-day Hanukkah 
miracle occurred.

“A lot of what our music is about is spread-
ing light in the world and spreading conscious-
ness, and we’re excited to be part of an event 
that stands for that,” said Yehuda Solomon. 
“Hanukkah specifically is a very special time 
for us. It brings us back to our home and our 
youth and the whole story is very powerful 
in our life.”

The  formerly world’s-largest menorah  has 
stood tall in Grand Army Plaza each Hanuk-
kah since 1984, and rabbis from the Chabad 
of Park Slope host a lighting ceremony every 
year with hot latkes, music, and dancing. Last 
year’s ceremony attracted more than 1500 peo-
ple to celebrate the Festival of Lights, and or-
ganizers hope the music and increased atten-
tion at this year’s ceremony will draw double 
that number, said Rabbi Shimon Hecht. 

“It’s going to be bigger and great. Our goal 
is to make it New York State’s greatest Hanuk-
kah celebration,” he said. “I’m sure there will 
be dancing because the band is going to create 
a very festive mood. Being that it’s Hanukkah, 
we figure bring the spirit of the holiday to the 
streets and let people enjoy the holiday.” 

And whether you wait up for Hannukah Harry 
or Santa Claus, the kickoff concert and cere-
mony is something everyone can enjoy — just 
like Moshav’s newest album “New Sun Ris-
ing,” said Solomon.

“Our music stay true to our Jewish roots, but 
it’s universal,” he said. “The whole message 
in there is about carrying each other, starting 
over, and all it takes is to light a f lame and 
start all over — at the end of the day, if you 
take a little light, you can light up the world 
with a little f lame.”

Moshav concert and Lighting Ceremony at 
Grand Army Plaza (Flatbush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect Heights, www.worldslarg-
estmenorah.com). Dec. 24 at 7 pm. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

Light rock
M U S I C

Your guide to the best New Year’s Eve parties in B’klyn

Out with a bang!Out with a bang!

I’ll have what he’s having: (Pictured clockwise from left) Sideshow perform-
ers will breathe fire to welcome the new year in Coney Island. The athletic 
performers of the burlesque show “Nutcracker Rouge” will host a New Year’s 
Eve dance party after the show on Dec. 31. And Rock outfit Titus Andronicus 
will play a New Year’s Eve show at Greenpoint’s Brooklyn Bazaar.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 23

He’s your 
man
More than a dozen 
musicians will pay 
tribute tonight to 
singer and songwriter 
Leonard Cohen, who 
passed away last 
month. Robin Aigner, 
Feral Foster, Gryphon 
Rue, and many others 
will sing tunes by 
often-covered artist, 
and all proceeds will 
go to Make the Road 
Action, a group that 
supports Latin immi-
grants.

9 pm at Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214, www.jalopy.
biz]. $10.

SUNDAY
Dec. 25

Santa Who?
Merry Christmas! 
After a morning with 
the family, it is time 
to nerd out with your 
friends! Ditch the fam 
and head to Doctor 
Who-themed bar the 
Way Station, which 
will play a marathon 
of Christmas specials 
starring the time-
travelling alien physi-
cian.

6 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com. Free.

MONDAY
Dec. 26

Black 
Monday
Comedian Kerry Cod-
dett (pictured) has 
organized the Kwan-
zaa Crawl, a drinking 
expedition to black-
owned bars that cele-
brates the holiday’s 
principle of Ujamaa 
(cooperative econom-
ics), and also booze! 
Participants will meet 
up at 1 pm, then scat-
ter to 16 different 
drinking routes.

1 pm at Restoration Plaza 
(1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.kwan-
zaacrawl.com. $10.

TUESDAY
Dec. 27

Miss Roboto
Get a glimpse into 
the domestic metal 
future with the new 
play “The Adven-
tures of Minami, the 
Robot from Japan 
Who Makes You Feel 
Safe When Loneli-
ness is Palpable — 
Part I,” about a 
human-like android 
who gets creeped 
on by her creator 
and then passed 
from one household 
to the next.

8 pm at the Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.
com. $18.

WEDNESDAY
Dec. 28

Funny Frank
The politically 
minded comedy 
show “Swipe Left,” 
hosted by “Mystery 
Science Theater 
3000” alum Frank 
Conniff (pictured), 
John Fugelsang, and 
David Feldman, will 
raise cash for the 
American Civil Liber-
ties Union at 
tonight’s show, which 
will feature guests Jo 
Firestone and Jordan 
Carlos.

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, www.unionhallny.
com]. $12 ($10 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 23
ICE SKATING: Lace up those skates 

and get sliding across the ice. $6 ($9 
weekends: Skate rentals extra). 10 
am–9 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

ART, “BESTIARY”: An exhibit of Vik-
tor Koen’s digital photos of bizarre 
myths and chimerical creatures. An 
anthology of short fi ction accompa-
nies the pieces. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
United Photo Industries (16 Main St. 
at Water Street; Gallery B in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindustries.com. 

ART, DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN LEG-
ENDS: An exhibit of 21 artists who 
have rendered famous buildings 
and scenes in and around the Fulton 
Street Mall, including Gage & Toll-
ner, the Dime Savings Back, and Ju-
nior’s. $10 ($6 seniors, students free). 
Noon–5 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklynhistory.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, OWL’S HEAD FIFTH AN-
NIVERSARY HOLIDAY EXTRAVA-
GANZA: The wine bar celebrates 
fi ve years with “introverted carol-
ing,” a cask of exotic beer, and a 
fund raiser for the It Gets Better 
Project. Free. 5 pm–1 am. The Owl’s 
Head (479 74th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Bay Ridge), 
www.theowlshead.com. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP KITCHEN: 
Each night in December, a volunteer 
cooks a meal for 15–20 people, and 
provides an artistic element for the 
night. Everyone is welcome. Free. 
7–9 pm. Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: A sexy 
take on the classical ballet, featuring 
opera, circus, vaudeville, burlesque 
and naughty fun. $35–$200. 8 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233], www.irondale.org. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A comedy show 
about the greatest American nov-
els never written, with host Colin 
O’Brien and guests Alexandra Song, 
Brian Faas, Madonna Refugia, and 
more. $8 ($6 in advance). 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-

enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 24
FILM, HOLIDAY MOVIE MARA-

THON: An all-day screening of “8 
Crazy Nights,” “A Christmas Story,” 
“Home Alone,” “The Year Without A 
Santa Claus,” “Christmas Vacation,” 
and “Die Hard.” Free. 3 pm–4 am. 
The Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.waystationbk.
com. 

ICE SKATING: 11 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 23. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS EVE BARGEMU-
SIC: A concert of Bach’s Goldberg 
Variations. $75. 7:30 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624–2083], www.
bargemusic.org.  

SUN, DEC. 25
ICE SKATING: 11 am–8 pm. See Friday, 

Dec. 23. 
FAMILY, HANUKKAH ART FESTIVAL: 

Children celebrate the holiday with 
fun activities, including an olive oil 
workshop, a game show, donut 
decorating, a Maccabee photo 
booth, and lighting the Menorah. 
$13 museum admission. 10 am–5:30 
pm. Jewish Children’s Museum [792 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

LEGO MY EGGROLL: Build the world’s 
tallest menorah out of Lego blocks 
while enjoying a meal of Chinese 
food. $25. 5 pm. Shorefront Y [3300 
Coney Island Ave. at Brightwater 
Court in Brighton Beach, (718) 646–
1444 ext.333], www.shorefronty.org. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 pm. See 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS BUFFALO SABRES: Ralph 
Macchio bobblehead giveaway. 
$20–$175. 7 pm.

MON, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: Scarf 
giveaway. $1,500. 7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS WASHINGTON CAPITALS: 
$45–$295. 7 pm.

WED, DEC 28
“SPORTS”, WWE LIVE HOLIDAY 

TOUR: $25–$120. 7:30 pm.

MON, JAN 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

UTAH JAZZ: $22–$3,000. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: $75–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: $20–
$3,000. Noon.

TUE, JAN 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

ATLANTA HAWKS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

It’s Boxing Day!: The Charlotte Hornets will bring their foul 
fighting style to the match against the Brooklyn Nets at Bar-
clays Center on Dec. 26.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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“Perhaps my favor-

ite Italian cuisine in the 

United States is from Chef 

Tom at Tommaso in Brook-

lyn, NY. Although he is cer-

tainly capable of turning 

out more refined cuisine, I 

tend to prefer his country-

styled, earthy dishes from 

recipes that have been 

passed down by his family 

through the ages.” 

 — Robert Parker,  
wine critic, July, 2006.

My early years were spent 
helping my mother prepare 
dinner for her doctor and 
nurse friends, as well as ar-
ranging holiday banquets for 
friends and family. The fond-
est memories I have are go-
ing to Coney Island with my 
older brothers and having 
lunch, usually pepper and 
egg sandwiches prepared 
by my mother. We grew up 
across from the railroad and 
at that time we saw many 

young men going off to fight 
in the Korean War. With de-
light, my mother prepared 
meatball, broccoli rabe, and 
sausage heroes for the boys 
on the way to war.

It has been a long jour-
ney for me, some of the high-
lights include four years of 
studying classic cooking in 
school, apprenticeship at 
the 21 Club, and a summer 
cooking in the mountains 
of upstate New York. Also, 
I spent six months working 
for Air Lacarte at JFK air-
port and did a six-year stint 

at Jacques Caterers, a Brook-
lyn landmark. Eventually, I 
became chef in charge of its 
catering hall with three ban-
quet rooms.

I think traveling is impor-
tant. I studied for one month 
at a fine Piedmontese res-
taurant in Albaretto della 
Torre. I continue to travel 
the world, eating at the best 
in show, as well as advant-
garde restaurants, always in 
learning mode.

At Tommaso we use only 
the finest produce, being 
as true to traditions as well 
as open to all influences of 
worth. But most of all, I sub-
scribe to my mother’s basic 
instinct to share with joy 
and integrity to others one’s 
own understanding of what’s 
worthwhile in life. No corpo-
rate restaurant here!

— Chef Tom 

Tommaso [1464 86th St. be-
tween Bay Eighth Street and 
15th Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 236–9883].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dine at Tommaso for food like 
Mom used to make!

Deluxe New Year’s Eve  

Appetizers

Salad 
 

Entrées  
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

 
(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON)

 
 

Party in the New Year 

 
 

 
 

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
HOLIDAY EVENTS AND PARTIES

CAFE BIBA

101 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-887-8171

Hours: Open 7 Days, 8am–8pm

BIBA OF WILLIAMSBURG

110 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-7455

Hours: Tues–Sun, 4pm–9pm

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

G
et the low-down on lo mein!

Those planning to chow down on Chi-
nese food on Christmas Day can first fill 

their noodle with the history of that cuisine, 
at an exhibit now on display at the Museum 
of Food and Drink in Greenpoint. The cura-
tor of “Chow: Making the Chinese Amer-
ican Restaurant,” says that the tradition of 
Jewish people heading to Chinatown for the 
holiday shows how the adaptable dishes ap-
peal to people of all backgrounds.

“There are lot of theories as to why Jewish 
people have an affinity for Chinese food — 
aside from it being open when other restau-
rants are closed,” said Peter Kim. “I think it’s 
the similar immigrant experience between 
the two groups, and Chinese cuisine being 
so universal. Wherever you are, in a big city 

or a small town, you’re likely not far from a 
Chinese restaurant.”

Chinese immigrants turned their native 
dishes into an American staple during a pe-
riod of widespread prejudice, said Kim, an 
amazing accomplishment that demonstrates 
how much newcomers to the United States 
can influence its culture.

“It’s a phenomenon — there are over 50,000 
Chinese restaurants in the United States, which 
is three times more than McDonald’s,” said 
Kim. “What ‘Chow’ points out is the extreme 
example of what can happen when you reject 
a group of people and tell them they don’t be-
long, and they end up doing something as big 
as Chinese-American cuisine.”

The exhibit examines the 170 year history 
of Chinese restaurants in the United States 
through a collection of iconic artifacts, in-
cluding menus from the late 19th century, 
a giant curtain made up of cardboard take-

out boxes, and a machine that makes fortune 
cookies. Chefs will also demonstrate Chi-
nese cooking techniques, cooking some of 
the most popular recipes.

For the holidays, said Kim, the fortune-
cookie machine will dispense cookies made 
of gingerbread and filled with predictions 
that were tweeted at the museum.

“They are delicious — and inside are for-
tunes written by everyday people,” he said, 
“When you open the cookies, you’ll know 

Get sum info!
History of Chinese food is 
on display in Greenpoint

Friday, Dec. 23. 

MON, DEC. 26
KWANZAA CRAWL: An af-

ternoon bar crawl where 
drinkers of African descent 
visit black-owned bars and 
restaurants in Bedford-
Stuvesant, Fort Greene, and 
other neighborhoods. Pick 
up a commemorative cup 
for drink specials and guar-
anteed entry. $10. 1 pm. 
Restoration Plaza (1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.
kwanzaacrawl.com. 

ICE SKATING: 10 am–6:30 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 23. 

FAMILY, HANUKKAH ART 
FESTIVAL:: 10 am–5 pm. 
See Sunday, Dec. 25. 

FAMILY, WINTER RECESS: 
Learn what animals do in the 
park during the winter, and 
enjoy nature games, science 
activities and bird watching. 
Free. Noon–4 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

FAMILY, HISTORIC CRAFTS 
AND GAMES: Play historic 
board games and try a small 
needlework project. $3. 1–3 
pm. Lefferts Historic House 
[452 Flatbush Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Free. 10:30 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com.

NIGHTLIFE, MODERATELY 
DIFFICULT TRIVIA: Five 
rounds of trivia, and win-
ners get free drinks! Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, DEC. 27
COMEDY, COMPETITIVE 

EROTIC FAN FICTION: Co-
medians write sexy stories 
based on audience sugges-

tions. With Josh Gondel-
man, Jo Firestone, Sam 
Morril, Mike Lebovitz, and 
more. $10. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, THE ADVEN-
TURES OF MINAMI, THE 
ROBOT FROM JAPAN 
WHO MAKES YOU FEEL 
SAFE WHEN LONELINESS 
IS PALPABLE — PART I: A 
human–like android fi nds 
herself passed along from 
one household to the next. 
$18. 8 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

MUSIC, NO BS! BRASS BAND, 
ZION80: $12. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com.

TALK, HURRICANE SANDY 
SUPPORT GROUP: Experts 
on recovery will help you 
access resources and peer 
support, and advocate for 
yourself in the recovery pro-
cess. Free. 6:30 pm. Shore-
front Y [3300 Coney Island 
Ave. at Brightwater Court 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646–1444 ext. 356], www.
shorefronty.org. 

WED, DEC. 28
ART, “BIRDING”: 8 am–11 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 23. 
GINGERBREAD PERSON 

MAKING DAY: We provide 
the all natural ginger-folks, 
and natural fi xin’s to gussy 
them up! Partake in this 
classic holiday tradition. 
Free. 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 
pm. The Farm on Adderley 
[1108 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Stratford and West-
minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (718) 287–3101], www.
thefarmonadderley.com. 

THEATER, THE ADVENTURES 
OF MINAMI, THE ROBOT 
FROM JAPAN WHO 
MAKES YOU FEEL SAFE 
WHEN LONELINESS IS 
PALPABLE — PART I: 8 pm. 
See Tuesday, Dec. 27. 

COMEDY, SWIPE LEFT — 
ACLU BENEFIT SHOW: The 
sharp, politically minded 
comedy show raises money 
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. Hosted by John 
Fugelsang, Frank Conniff 
and David Feldman, with 
guests Jo Firestone and 

Jordan Carlos. $12 ($10 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.

MUSIC, LOVECHILD, OCTO-
PUS 2000, ARJUN: $5 sug-
gested donation. 9 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washing-
ton Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

BOOKCOURT HOLIDAY 
PARTY: Join the soon-
shuttering bookstore for a 
celebration of 35 years of 
bookselling! Mingle and 
chat with others who have 
been part of this wonder-
ful community over three 
decades. Free. 6–9 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: Host 
David Drake welcomes 
Aparna Nancherla, Joel Kim 
Booster, May Wilkerson 
Mike Lebovitz, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, DEC. 29
MUSIC, LILY MCQUEEN, 

FRANCES ROSE, FRAMES: 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

THEATER, THE ADVENTURES 
OF MINAMI, THE ROBOT 
FROM JAPAN WHO 
MAKES YOU FEEL SAFE 
WHEN LONELINESS IS 
PALPABLE — PART I: 8 pm. 
See Tuesday, Dec. 27. 

COMEDY, OH MY SCIENCE 
PRESENTS A SERIOUS 
RELIGIOUS CEREMONY: 
Comedian Dan Silver hosts 
a scientifi cally-accurate ser-
mon, with clips from science 
documentaries. Free. 7 pm. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 

9 DAYS...
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pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner sings the songs 
of the Rat Pack. Free. 7 
pm. Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House (9404 Fourth Ave. at 
94th Street in Bay Ridge). 

COMEDY, “YOUR LOVE, OUR 
MUSICAL”: Rebecca Vigil 
and Evan Kaufman interview 
a couple from the audience 
and then turn their love 
story into a fully improvised 
musical. $10. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL”: Comedians stage 
a stripped-down, one-act 
version of the Dickens clas-
sic. $10. 9 pm. The Annoy-
ance Theatre [367 Bedford 
Ave. at S. Fifth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], 
www.theannoyancenewy-
ork.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, KARAOKE WAR-
ZONE: Jared Gniewek 
hosts a night of raucous 
singing late into the night! 
Free. 10 pm. Branded Sa-
loon [603 Vanderbilt Ave. at 
Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 484–8704], 
www.brandedsaloon.com. 
Art, “Birding”: 8 am–11 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 23. 

FRI, DEC. 30
THEATER, THE ADVENTURES 

OF MINAMI, THE ROBOT 
FROM JAPAN WHO 
MAKES YOU FEEL SAFE 
WHEN LONELINESS IS 
PALPABLE — PART I: 8 pm. 
See Tuesday, Dec. 27. 

FILM, WES ANDERSON 
BINGO: How many of 
director Wes Anderson’s 
stylistic quirks can you spot 
while watching “The Royal 
Tenenbaums”? Find out at 
tonight’s game/screening. 
$16. 9:30 pm. Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videol-
ogy.info. 

ICE SKATING: 10 am–9 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 23. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 23. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 23. 

NIGHTLIFE, KARAOKE TRE-
MENDOUS: Lord Easy 
launches a supportive and 
energetic karaoke dance 
party. Free. 11:59 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 31
NIGHTLIFE, AWESOME 

AUGHTS: Dance in 2017 
with the music of the early 
2000s! $5. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE RUB NEW 
YEAR’S EVE: With DJ Ayres 
& DJ Eleven. $60. 10 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE END OF 
TIME BURLESQUE SHOW: 
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at 
the Way Station, with bur-
lesque and go-go dancing 
from Wasabassco’s Nasty 
Canasta, Amuse Bouche, 
Dolly Debutante, and many 
more. $55. 8 pm–2 am. The 
Way Station [683 Washing-
ton Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER 
AND ROOFTOP PARTY: 
The McCarren Hotel and 
Pool rings in 2017 with a cel-
ebratory rooftop party with 
DJ Live Story. Free. 5 pm–1 
am. McCarren Hotel & Pool 
Rooftop [160 N. 12th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 218–7500], www.
opentable.com/oleanders. 

SALZY’S NEW YEAR’S EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Dress 
in your fi nest and enjoy an 
open bar, hors d’oeuvres, 
live music, a disc jockey, 
and more. $75. 10 pm–1 
am. Salzy Bar [506 Fifth Ave. 
between 12th and 13th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–1635], salzybar.com. 

Machine worth fortunes: A fortune cookie machine will turns out gingerbread-
flavored cookies during the holidays.
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The Great Wall of Chinese: Peter Kim, curator of 
“Chow: Making the Chinese American Restaurant” 
at the Museum of Food and Drink, poses against a 
curtain of Chinese takeout boxes.
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t someone wrote that, and you’ll get a lot 
more quirky fortune messages from peo-
ple who were just interested in putting good 
energy in world.”

“Chow: Making the Chinese American 
Restaurant” at the Museum of Food and 
Drink [62 Bayard St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard Streets in Greenpoint, www.mo-
fad.org, (718) 387–2845]. Open through 
Jan. 29, Fri–Sun., noon—6 pm (ironically, 
closed on Christmas Day). $14 ($7 kids).
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

If the developer’s honchos 
want the community to sac-
rifice manufacturing space 
in a neighborhood where ris-
ing rents are driving industry 
out, they need to give some-
thing back, Lander said — 
he suggested three below-
market units. 

“If there’s not a signifi-
cant public benefit we should 
leave the manufacturing zon-
ing in place,” he said. “We 
don’t need a few new mar-
ket-rate condos.” 

The developer is willing to 
make a “mid-to-high six-fig-
ure” donation to an organiza-
tion that supports below-mar-
ket housing, Rothkrug said 
— but Lander scoffed at the 
suggestion.

The mandatory inclusion-
ary program has an option 

year’s incoming kindergarten 
class is from inside the zone, 
according education depart-
ment data. 

But the statistics the city 
releases do not say where 
kids live within the zone, 
and the uptick could have 
been a result of it expanding 
to include all of the Farragut 
Houses. Previously, three of 
the buildings in the develop-
ment were zoned for PS 8.

One goal of the plan has 
been met, — there  was no 
wait list at PS 8 this year .

Neighborhood demo-
graphics for PS 8 from have 
not been released by the city 
despite repeated requests by 
this paper, and it is unclear 
how many kindergartners 
living in Dumbo went to 
that school last year.

Still, Hannah-Jones said 
he wouldn’t expect to see 
much difference in the skin 

color of children walking PS 
307’s hallways right away 
and thinks things may still 
change once Dumbo be-
comes more built up and 
more yuppy families move 
into the area. 

“There’s not really been 
much of any change since 
the rezoning vote and we’re 
probably not going to see any 
changes for the next couple 
years,” he said. 

An education department 
spokesman echoed this ob-
servation, saying the impact 
won’t be seen for “several 
years.”

Continued from page 1

SCHOOL...

to pay into a city-controlled 
fund for affordable housing to 
be built elsewhere, but Roth-
krug said his firm would be 
on the hook for $2.2 million, 

which he claimed would be 
a “project killer.” 

Councilman Antonio 
Reynoso (D–Bushwick) re-
sponded that it was “absurd” 
for the real estate tycoons to 
insist they must make a profit 
when they chose to pay way 

more for the industrial land 
than it is worth.

“You paid the price of a 
Lamborghini for a Civic,” he 
said. “You made a bad invest-
ment.”

Oestreicher did not return 
a request for comment.

Continued from page 1

REZONING...

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

A few years ago, a fire-
fighter in Sacramento, 
Mike DeBartoli, no-

ticed his hands cramping up. 
He figured it was a symptom 
of the job.

But when the cramps got 
worse, he went to his doctor 
and heard the three letters no 
one wants to hear: ALS. De-
Bartoli has Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, a disease that robs the 
body of its ability to function 
that is always fatal.

Unless…
DeBartoli heard that there 

were some new drugs in the 
pipeline that could possibly 
slow his disease. He volun-
teered — begged — to be one 
of the guinea pigs in a clinical 
trial, but was turned down, 
in one case because he was 
taking other medicines for 
blood pressure and depres-
sion, and in another case be-
cause he was, ironically, too 
sick. When drug companies 
are testing their new treat-
ments, their candidate pro-
files are so specific that most 
people who have the disease 
don’t actually qualify. In fact, 
only 3  percent of people des-
perate to get into clinical tri-
als ever do. Which brings us 
to our topic today:

The Right to Try.
The Right to Try is a law 

that allows people who are ter-
minally ill to try a drug that 
is promising but has not yet 
been approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

“Patients who face immi-
nent death ought to have the 
option to be able to try these 
new drugs, even if we don’t 
know they’re going to work, 
or what the side effects will 
be, [or] the exact dosage,” says 
Christina Sandefur, executive 
vice president of the Goldwa-
ter Institute, which supports 
the initiative.

This sounds like it would 
be a popular law, and in many 
states it is: In the last three 
years, 32 states have passed 
The Right to Try, usually 
with enthusiastic bipartisan 
support. California passed it 
last year, unanimously. But 
in New York, a Right to Try 
bill proposed by Assembly-
woman Linda Rosenthal and 
state Sen. Kemp Hannon, did 
not get out of committee.

Let’s see what that means 

for the people of New York 
state.

When a person is termi-
nally ill, the clock is ticking. 
Yes, they can apply to the FDA 
for a compassionate exemp-
tion, but this is so complicated 
and so few make it through, 
it is like applying to be an as-
tronaut. For starters, there is 
a daunting amount of paper-
work that must be filed by the 
patient’s doctor and it takes 
about 100 hours to gather all 
the information and fill out all 
the forms — in other words, 
more than two weeks of a doc-
tor’s time must be devoted to 
one patient.

Then the request has to go 
through a lengthy approval 
process, when ever hour is 
critical. 

“There have been exam-
ples of patients that are try-
ing to get these exceptions 
and sometimes they’re finally 
granted, but too late,” says 
Sandefur. “Too late” is the 
nice way of saying the pa-
tient is underground.

The reason the FDA makes 
access to these unproven 
drugs so difficult can prob-
ably be traced to the agency’s 
founding. It began in 1902 af-
ter a Diphtheria drug proved 
ineffective. Well, actually, it 
proved worse than that. It was 
fatal. Clearly America needed 
someone to certify the safety 
of our drug supply, and thus 
was the Federal Drug Admin-
istration born.

Then, in the 1960s, a drug 
widely prescribed to pregnant 
women in Europe was blocked 
by an FDA doctor here, Fran-
ces Oldham Kelsey, who’d 
heard of its side effects.

The drug was Thalidomide, 
which caused serious birth de-
fects, and thanks to Kelsey 
many American children were 
spared its devastation.

It is wonderful that the 
FDA was on the ball. But that 
episode of well-warranted pre-

caution seems to have led to 
an agency so ultra-cautious 
that today it is preventing 
people from taking exper-
imental drugs that may kill 
them — even though they’re 
going to die anyway. The po-
tentially dangerous drugs are 
also the only potential life-
savers.

The way the Right to Try is 
written, the only people who’d 
be allowed to take as-yet-
unapproved drugs are those 
with no other hope. The drug 
would have to have passed at 
least the first stage of test-
ing at the FDA. But then, 
instead of a patient starting 
the bureaucratic nightmare 
of applying to the FDA for 
a rare compassionate exemp-
tion (the FDA grants about 
1,000 a year — even as more 
than 500,000 people die of 
cancer), all it would take is 
the doctor, patient, and drug 

Don’t let them die without a fi ght!

By Lenore Skenazy

company agreeing to start the 
regimen. The FDA would not 
have veto power.

DeBartoli, the fireman 
with ALS, put it this way in 
an interview with the Gold-

water Institute: “I don’t know 
who the FDA thinks they are 
protecting.” 

The drugs in the pipeline 
might not save DeBartoli, but 
he deserves the right to try.

Not just the right to die.
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker, founder of 
the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Paper colum-
nist Lenore Skenazy made 
a special guest appear-
ance on Brooklyn Paper 
Radio last week,  dis-
cussing such diverse top-
ics as the mayor’s compe-
tence and co-host Gersh 
Kuntzman’s ongoing anx-
iety about parenting.

Skenazy, who famously let 
her 9-year-old ride the subway alone, 
agreed with pretty much every guest in 
the history of Brooklyn Paper Radio that 
Kuntzman is less a parent and more a he-
licopter pilot.

“You don’t trust your kids,” she 
joked.

The jam-packed episode also served 
as the radio show’s official kick-off to the 
2017 election season, with mayoral can-
didate Sal Albanese and Daily News leg-
end Greg B. Smith calling in.

Albanese, a former long-
serving Bay Ridge council-

man, announced his candi-
dacy for the Democratic 
mayoral nomination, say-
ing that he found DeBla-
sio “corrupt.” 

Smith did not go as 
far.

“I would not say that 
DeBlasio is ‘corrupt,’ be-

cause I do not believe he is lin-
ing his own pockets,” he said.

“But there are coincidences and 
there are amazing coincidences,” Smith 
said, saying it was no mere coincidence 
that developers along the proposed water-
front trolley line were rushing to donate 
to DeBlasio’s charity in cash amounts far 
exceeding what contributors can legally 
give to a normal political campaign.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is recorded and 
podcast live every Thursday at around 
4:45 pm and can be found on Brooklyn-
Paper.com,  iTunes ,  Mixlr , and  Stitcher .

Lenore on the radio
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