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1-800-HARDWOOD • lumberliquidators.com

Laminate from

North American & European 59¢
sqft

50+50+
Varieties

Flooring from

Waterproof Wood-Look

“We’d rather sell it than count it!”

Dec. 21st - Jan. 3rd

EVERY FLOOR
End of Year Clearance!

in stock
is ON SALE! 40+ 59¢

sqft
40+
Varieties

IN YOUR LOCAL STORE!
+ STACK-OUT DEALS!

MAKING HEADLINES IN 2016
BROOKLYN’S BIGGEST STORIES OF THE YEAR!
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By Zach Jones
for Brooklyn Paper

Their love is a strange 
thing.

A pair of macabre 
Brooklynites mar-
ried in front of an 
exhibit on “Victorian 
death art” at Gowanus’s 
Morbid Anatomy Mu-
seum after bonding over 
a shared love of the uncanny 
there. The depository of death 
and decay may seem a strange 
venue for romance, but it was 
the perfect fit for the quirky 
couple Brad and Liz Harris, 
the bizarre beau said.

“We can be pretty weird,” 

said Brad. “Liz definitely puts 
up with all the weird crap I 
bring home and hang on the 
walls. I don’t think there’s 

anyone who would 
put up with my 
weird tastes as well 
as she does.”

The couple met 
online in 2012 and 

went on their first date in 
Prospect Heights, near Liz’s 
apartment there. They soon 
realized that they both fre-
quented lectures at the Mor-
bid Anatomy Museum, a li-
brary of oddities that  throws 
itself satanic birthday parties  

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The mayor wants to build a $2.5-bil-
lion trolley line between Sunset Park and 
Queens, hopping aboard a proposal put 
together by developers and businesses 
along the suggested route.

But the plan is about more than just 
commerce, Hizzoner claims — the so-
called Brooklyn Queens Connector 
would connect communities in subway-
starved areas along the waterfront.

“The BQX has the potential to change 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers,” DeBlasio said during his an-
nual State of the City speech last Thurs-
day night.

The plan to bring trolley dodging back 
to the Borough of Kings is  reportedly  
the work of an organization calling it-
self Friends of the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector, backed by Dumbo developer 
Two Trees — which is currently  erect-
ing high-rises  at the old Domino sugar 
factory in Williamsburg — as well as 
other real-estate, business, and com-
munity interests.

 The pitch  is still light on details, but 
the mayor’s press office says it wants to 
install tracks on existing streets in Red 
Hook, Dumbo, Cobble Hill, Downtown, 
Williamsburg, and Greenpoint. 

Under the current plan, straphangers 
would be able to use the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority ticket system 
to pay and a fare would cost the same 
as a subway swipe — at least according 
to former traffic commissioner “Grid-

Bill’s on board with developer-backed streetcar plan that could transform boro

MAYOR’S $2.5B TROLLEY

lock” Sam Schwartz, whose engineer-
ing firm is working for Friends of the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector.

The group championing the streetcar 
funded the study and proposal, but the 
city would have to pay for the multi-bil-
lion-dollar system itself — the Mayor 
claims taxes generated by increased 

property values along the route will 
cover the costs.  

The entire thing would involve sev-
eral years of planning and negotiations 
with local communities, the mayor’s of-
fice says — construction wouldn’t be-
gin until at least 2019 and it would be at 
least 2024 before the system is up and 

running, by which time DeBlasio will 
be long gone from City Hall.

 The man who hopes to be mayor by 
then , Borough President Adams, said 
he supports the plan in principle — but 
also recalled the  long-stalled  plans for 
a subway line connecting the seriously 
transit-starved neighborhood of Marine 

Park to Williamsburg, which  DeBlasio 
was lauding less than a year ago , 

“The Brooklyn Queens Connector, 
like bus rapid transit and the Utica Av-
enue subway line, is an innovative and 
laudable project that fits into our shared 
vision for a better connected borough 
and city,” said the Beep.

This publicity image envisages a Jay Street where trams glide by and pedestrians walk down the middle of the road unscathed.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is a streetcar named quag-
mire.

A trolley along the Brooklyn 
waterfront would be a $2.5-billion 
gift to developers, likely providing 
a sluggish service that few strap-
hangers will actually use, warns 
a public-transit advocate who was 
also a top political honcho in Port-
land, Ore. when a similar service 
was taking off there.

“Most streetcar projects in the 
U.S. provide slow, unreliable ser-
vice that does not serve many peo-
ple,” said David Bragdon,  who 
served as president of the area’s re-
gional Metro Council from 2003 to 
2010, and now heads Transit Cen-
ter, a foundation that funds and ad-
vocates for public-transit projects 
in New York. “We don’t want New 
York City to repeat the mistakes of 
other places and spend $2.5 billion 
if the result is not useful transpor-
tation for riders.”

 In the days since Mayor De-
Blasio announced his plan to con-
struct a streetcar from Sunset Park 
to Queens , pols and media com-
mentators have repeatedly cited 
the West Coast hipster enclaves 
tram service — the first modern-
day streetcar system in the coun-
try when it launched in 2001 — 
as a model of success.

But Bragdon says the Stump-
town cable car —  which claims 
to cart around 15,000 people ev-
ery day, though its operators have 
been caught  dramatically inflating  
ridership figures in the past — is 

Trolley 
dodger!
This transit guru 
says trams stink

The Portland Streetcar is 
lauded as a success that New 
York should emulate, but one 
former politico disagrees.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

His cable car has just come in!
Mayor DeBlasio  wants to bring trol-

ley dodging back to Brooklyn  for the first 
time since the 1950s, and no one is more 
excited about it than legendary Flatbush 
engineer and transit geek Bob Diamond, 
who has been trying to get the city to do 
just that for more than 20 years.

“I think it’s really important for the 
future growth and prosperity of New 
York City that the mayor and other elects 
work to bring back a streetcar network,” 
said Diamond, who has been laboring 
to build a streetcar system linking Red 
Hook with Downtown since 1989.

Diamond’s dream was originally city-
sanctioned, and he laid some tracks in 

Red Hook and purchased several vin-
tage streetcars to ride them, only for the 
city to cut off funding in 1999. 

 The Bloomberg administration became 
interested again in 2009 , but  put the ki-
bosh on his fantasy altogether in 2011 , 
following  a study  that found the street-
car would serve relatively few people for 
the price tag and would be difficult to 
squeeze into Red Hook’s streets. 

Diamond believes the report was set up 
to fail, however, because the city wanted 
to fund more buses at the time. 

“To be perfectly frank, it’s been a 
laughing stock in the transit community 
since it came out,” claimed Diamond, 
who also poured his efforts into run-
ning tours through an abandoned train 
tunnel he found under Atlantic Avenue, 

 until transportation officials killed that 
dream in 2010 as well .

The armchair transit expert still con-
tends that streetcars exceed buses in ev-
ery way that matters — creating less 
pollution, consuming less energy, accom-
modating more passengers, and promot-
ing development along their routes. 

“Streetcars are superior to buses on 
every level and in every category of met-
ric,” he said.

Now that the city has a leader who 
is enthusiastically on board the street-
car revival, Diamond — who says he 
has written seven or eight books on the 
subject — says his one remaining hope 
is that he is included.

“I’m bored, so if I can help them in any 
way, I’m all ready to do that,” he said. 

Unbreakable Bob Diamond
Transit legend’s streetcar dreams fi nally back on track

See TROLLEY  on page 4

LOVE IN BROOKLYN — THE MOST ROMANTIC CITY IN THE WORLD!

What do you think 
of the trolley plan?

Vote at BrooklynPaper.com

Bob Diamond stands with one of his precious streetcars back in 1999, 
when he had a few hundred feet of track in Red Hook to move along.
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By Anna Ruth Ramos
for Brooklyn Paper

It really is a small borough, 
after all.

Two Brook-
lynites who met 
and fell in love on-
line got a surprise 
when they found out 
they were real-world 
neighbors. Gowanusites 
Karine Dangin-Igle and Ja-
mal Igle found one another on 
dating website Match.com — 
but little did they know, they 
lived around the corner from 

one another. The revelation 
wasn’t as surprising as one 
might think, but the pair did 

laugh about finding love 
a street away via the 
world wide web.

“We were kinda 
joking about, you know, 

you go online and find 
that next to you, like a 

block away, you have a 
match,” Karine said.

The serendipitous revela-
tion was the last in a series of 
lucky strokes, the pair said.

Hey neighbor
Boy meets girl online, then 
fi nds out she lives next door

Wed to death
Union with a ‘Morbid’ touch

Karine Dangin and Jamal Igle met through a dat-
ing website, and found out they lived a block 
away from each other. They now live in the 10th 
Street home Dangin occupied when they met.
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See NEIGHBOR  on page 12 See MORBID  on page 12

FLOORTRENDS
SPRING 2016

Amazing DEALS never go out of style! Drive a little, save a lot.  It’s worth the trip.

Feb 3-16 (Wed-Tues)

Spring Flooring 
Kick-Off

gggggggg
SALE!

N AMERICAN & EUROPEAN 
FIRST QUALITY 
LAMINATE FLOORING

49¢sqftfrom
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froVarieties
60+ 99¢

sqft

PREFINISHED 
HARDWOOD FLOORING

from

O

fro
Varieties
300+ $1.49

PREFINISHED
BAMBOO FLOORING

fromfrom
Varieties
35+ 99¢

sqft

WOOD-LOOK TILE
FLOORING

fromfrom
Styles!
NEW

sqft

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

While supplies last. 
Product prices & 
availability are subject to 
change. Odd lots sold as 
is. Our South Hackensack, 
NJ store is closed on 
Sundays.

New York, NY • (347) 286-7552
New York, NY • (212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 

Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580
Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075

Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411

S Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255 
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

Brad and Liz Harris tied the knot in front of an ex-
hibit on “Victorian death art” at Gowanus’s Morbid 
Anatomy Museum in 2012.
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SUNDAY, MAY 8TH, 2016 
Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s goat 
to do it!

A crew of eight goats will eat its way 
through Prospect Park’s weeds and poi-
son ivy over the next five months — an 
ideal summer gig for kids of all ages, 
according to the animals’ owner.

“They get to live the goat dream,” 
said Annlilita Cihanek, co-owner of 
Green Goats in upstate New York, which 
rents out its munching mammals as 
lawn mowers. “They get to eat for a 
living and they’re doing what they all 
wish they’d get to do.” 

Rhinebeck’s team — which includes 
a mother-daughter duo and a pair of 
sisters — will graze near the Prospect 
Heights end of the park, in an area called 
the Vale of Cashmere, and will be sep-
arated from the public by an eight-foot 
construction fence. 

The vexatious vegetation sprung 
up on the site after Hurricane Sandy 
knocked down around 50 trees in the 
area, according to Grace McCreight of 
the Prospect Park Alliance — the orga-
nization that maintains the park.

The Alliance is paying $15,000 to 
rent the hungry herd via a taxpayer-
funded state grant aimed at cleaning 
up the 2012 superstorm’s mess.

The billies and nannies will have 
until October to scarf down the inva-
sive species before Cihanek takes them 
back to the farm for the winter. 

And McCreight is confident they are 
up to the challenge — goats eat about 
25 percent of their body weight each 

day and can chew nonstop whenever 
they’re awake, she said. 

To welcome the new residents to the 
neighborhood, the park will host a “bleat 
and greet” on May 22 — where local 
families can get to know the goats and 
their herder, and learn to make goat-
milk ice-cream.

And Cihanek said her kids get 
along fine with the human kind — 
these goats love people, she said, and 
no butts about it.

“They’re very friendly, maybe a little 
too friendly,” she said. “A lot of times 
they’ll eat, and when they lay down and 
chew, they tend to lay right in front of 
where all the people are.” 

Fun on the Farm at Lefferts His-
toric House (452 Flatbush Ave. near 
Empire Boulevard in Prospect Park, 
www.eventbrite.com/e/fun-on-the-
farm-tickets-24521057142), May 22 
from 1 to 4 pm. Free.

New kids on the block
Believe it: Prospect Park hires goats to eat weeds

Prospect Park’s newest employees.
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I didn’t plan to stop a bike ride 
with my kids along the Port-
land, Ore. waterfront to buy le-

galized pot, but the opportunity 
presented itself, and I took it. 

Marijuana has been increas-
ingly decriminalized and I have 
struggled with how to discuss the 
herb and its many stress-relieving 
medicinal properties — especially 
as compared to other pharmaceu-
ticals and even alcohol — with 
my children. 

In the end, honesty won out. 

Yes, I told them, 
I’ve smoked pot. 
Yes, I said, I think 
moderate pot use is 
okay for adults. The 
sticky part is that it’s 
illegal where we live. 
But here in legal mar-
ijuana country, I was excited. 

The storefront sale of marijuana 
seemed, at last, to put it on par 
with alcohol, which my husband 
and I consume liberally in front 
of the kids at home and in public, 

as do most of the people we know. 
I often rail against the ridiculous-
ness of mellow pot smoking be-
ing illegal while alcohol’s more 
cacophonous results rage on un-
encumbered. It was nice to be in 

WEED ALL ABOUT IT!
Our columnist buys it — legally — in Portland

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

a place that agreed.
My sister and I went inside 

the dispensary, while my hus-
band stayed outside with the 
rented bikes and the boys. Un-
like liquor stores, pot dispensa-
ries — even in Oregon — only 
allow in kids under 21 who have 
a medical marijuana card. 

I couldn’t help myself: I bought 
a little. I wondered what I would 
tell the kids, but the decision was 
made for me when my husband 
came in to say the credit card 
company had called to make sure 
the purchase was legit.

I think I would probably have 
told them anyway. After all, mak-
ing marijuana legal is the right 
choice, despite naysayers’ accu-

sations that pot hastens memory 
loss or makes people “lazy.” I note 
that some of the smartest, most 
productive people I know are to-
tal stoners. (I won’t name names, 
but you know who you are.)

Compared to attention-deficit 
meds or anti-depressants, I believe 
in the efficacy of a little marijuana, 
which I mentioned as the young 
salesman rolled my joint. He nod-
ded and offered up his own anec-
dotal evidence: He’d done great in 
school while smoking weed, but 
when his parents switched him 
to Ritalin, his grades fell. 

This is far from scientific 
proof, but his story rang true. 
I believe marijuana can softly, 
gently slow an active brain and, 

hence, be a good thing to de-stress 
the mind and the body. 

As I walked out with my 
goods, I felt a pang of guilt and 
sheepishness, and then resolve. 
Am I not tired of being unable to 
use a substance that helped me 
relax when alcohol, which really 
doesn’t, was so rampant?

When I walked out, the kids 
were making jokes, putting fake 
joints up to their lips with their 
fingers and taking long drags. 

I smiled, and took the ribbing. 
My 15-year-old snapped a picture 
of me in front of the dispensary 
and I wondered if he would send 
it to his friends, and then I real-
ized I didn’t care. I am a pot sup-
porter, and I’m not ashamed to ad-

mit it. People can disagree. But I 
loved Portland and its pot-support-
ing ways. I loved chatting about 
pot with the waiter at dinner, that 
people all during the week were 
able to discuss their pot use in the 
open, unlike the strange secretive 
way people might let on about the 
same behavior in New York.

I didn’t smoke in front of my 
kids, but I’m not sure what I’ll do 
going forward when the substance 
likely becomes widely legal. Will 
I sit after dinner and take a puff 
as my husband sips his bourbon? 
I guess only time will tell.

Thank you, Oregon, for giving 
me the chance to talk to my kids 
about my beliefs and not make 
me feel like a criminal. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a move-ie theater!
Colossal cinema chain Imax in-

tends to revolutionize the fitness 
industry with a new Dumbo gym 
where patrons pedal on exercise 
bikes in front of its signature su-
per-screens, making it seem like 
they’re riding through city streets 
or even outer space, according to 
a company honcho.

“We’re trying to redefine in-

door cycling and do what Imax 
movies have been doing for the 
last several decades,” said Bryan 
Macovici, who is the chief execu-
tive officer of Imax Shift, which 
opened on May 5.  

The sweat box at Plymouth and 
Adams streets sports 50 bikes, a 
huge two-and-a-half-story screen 
that stretches nearly the length of 
a school bus, and the same sound 
system found in Imax cinema-
plexes.

Big screen debut
Imax opens spin gym in Dumbo

Riders won’t be watching the 
mammoth motion picture compa-
ny’s standard documentary fare, 
though — a live instructor will 
push them through jungles, coast-
lines, and more abstract vistas. 
Each trainer will design his own 
unique visuals and soundtrack for 
the virtual excursions, so every 
45-minute journey differs from 
the last, Macovici said.

“This isn’t a situation where 
we’ve designed ‘the nature ride’ 
or ‘the space ride,’ ” he said. “Ev-
ery ride will be unique.” 

Staring at the screen instead 
of a mirror helps the bikers to 
focus on themselves, rather than 
everyone else around them, ac-

HOW’S THE WORKOUT?: We sent reporter Lauren Gill  — 
pictured here with instructor Jesse Alexander — to test out 
this new fitness trend. See if she survived on page 13.
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The Imax Shift spin studio — the first of its kind — just 
opened in Dumbo.
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See IMAX  on page 13

CASES IN POINT

A ghost bike memorial at the corner of Classon and Lexington av-
enues, where a driver fatally ran over Lauren Davis as she was cycling 
on April 15.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Police must stop blaming cyclists for 
their own demise after deadly colli-
sions with drivers, bike advocates and 
pols demanded in the wake of two fatal 
Brooklyn crashes last month.

Authorities pointed the finger at a 
dead bike rider in  Clinton Hill on April 
15  and  another in Park Slope on April 20 , 
only to later change their tune after fur-
ther investigations, and one former cop 
says the department must learn to bite 
its tongue until it has the full story.

“We should not assume that the cyclist 
was always the person responsible for 
a crash or had accepted the risk simply 
by climbing on a bicycle,” said Borough 
President Adams, a former police cap-
tain, at a memorial for both riders last 
weekend. “There must be a blue wall of 
silence until the investigation is com-
pleted and we know the facts.”

Several Slopers grilled police at a 78th 
Precinct Community Council meeting 
on April 26,  claiming  a local officer told 
them neighborhood cyclist James Gregg 
was spotted trying to hold on to the side 
of an 18-wheeler tractor trailer before 
it ran over and killed him on April 20, 
according to those present.

The precinct’s captain responded that 
it was up to the Highway Patrol to in-
vestigate fatal crashes, and asked for the 
name of the offending officer, though 
no one was able to give it, according to 
council president Wayne Bailey.

The unit’s Collision Investigation 
Squad is in charge of the investigations, 
a rep for New York’s Finest said, though 
local precincts typically look into them 
in the immediate aftermath.

The department’s public informa-
tion office also issues a media release 
shortly after fatal crashes with details 
based on the early inquiries, and crit-
ics say they often erroneously blame 
bike riders.

“There’s a repeated pattern of blaming 
innocent people for their own deaths,” 
said Windsor Terrace resident Paul Steely 
White, who is the director of pro-bike 
group Transportation Alternatives.

Activists to cops: Quit blaming cyclists in crashes!

The department sent out a release 
hours after Gregg’s death saying he 
“collided into [the] rear tire of the trac-
tor trailer,” but did not mention that 
the truck driver was on a residential 
street and not an approved truck route 
at the time. 

Two hours later, a New York Times 

reporter  quoted a spokesman  as tell-
ing him that the large truck created a 
“wind force” that sucked up Gregg and 
his bike — then  the following day that  
Gregg had fallen to the ground for “un-
known reasons” and the big rig then 
ran over him. 

And the day after that, Gothamist 
 quoted a spokesman  saying investiga-
tors believe Gregg fell while trying to 
overtake the truck in a narrow passage 
alongside parked cars. 

The incident came just days af-
ter a police release stated that Crown 
Heights cyclist Lauren Davis was riding 

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

See CRASHES  on page 16
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By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

A seaside getaway is just a B61 
bus-ride away!

A developer plans on building 
a 19-key hotel near the Red Hook 
waterfront, according to plans filed 
with the city last week. The transit-
starved nabe may not be the most 
obvious location for a boutique 
lodging, but some people will pay 
good money to vacation in a se-
cluded coastal hamlet, notes one 
real-estate insider.

“This could be a weekend desti-
nation,” said one broker who asked 
not to be named. “I think if they 
did something sort of cool and in-
teresting it could work.”

Borough Park real-estate mo-
gul Abraham Leser wants to erect 
a five-story inn on Van Brunt 
Street between Beard and Van 
Dyke streets,  as first reported 
by New York Yimby . The build-
ing would include a dining room, 
recreation area, and a rooftop ter-
race, plus medical offices on the 
second floor, according to the still-
pending application.

Out-of-towners may need to 
avail themselves of an Uber — 
the hotel plans only call for eight 
parking spaces, and it is a long 
hike to the nearest subway sta-
tion — though  a ferry stop  and  12 
Citi Bike stations  are coming to 
the neighborhood in 2017. 

But who needs to cross the 
Gowanus Expressway when you 
can spend your time strolling the 
sleepy streets sampling  regional 
delicacies  and shopping for  local 
handicrafts ?

“I think it’s a fun place to visit 
because of the scale of it, because 
it’s not really developed, and the 
waterfront is so amazing,” said 
the real-estate guru.

Notably, the location is also am-
bling distance from Atlantic Ba-
sin — where luxury cruise liners 
often dock for a spell — and  the 
site of a massive waterfront office 
and retail complex  an Italian de-
veloper plans on building between 
Coffey and Wolcott streets. 

Leser seems to be a fan of car-
free living —  the developer an-
gered Bensonhurst residents ear-
lier this year  after filing plans for 
a 13-building apartment com-
plex on the site of the old Ma-
ple Lanes bowling alley with 
zero parking spaces.  

Current zoning would al-
low him to build his lodg-
ing without going through a 
lengthy public-review pro-
cess or getting approval 
from Council. But the clock 
is ticking — the land is in one 
of the city’s so-called Indus-
trial Business Zones,  where 
Mayor DeBlasio will soon make it 
much harder to open hotels . 
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Greetings from
  

   Red Hook!

Developer plans to build hotel in secluded Red Hook

COASTAL GETAWAY

The picturesque Van Brunt Street property.

The sights of Erie Basin
Testing the Hook’s readiness for tourism

By Dennis Lynch
The Brooklyn Paper

These polar bears are anything but 
endangered.

A record 2,600 souls braved the Atlan-
tic Ocean’s icy embrace to raise money 
for sick children during the Polar Bear 
Club’s New Year’s Day plunge in Coney 
Island on Jan. 1. The mid-winter dip-
per raised funds for Camp Sunshine, 
a Maine retreat for sick children and 
their families, and this year’s turnout 
and fund-raising totals shattered records 
like a two-ton bear on thin ice — raising 
around $90,000, which will cover the 
expenses for 40 families to come on a 
week-long visit, organizers said.

 “It’s really a testament to the Po-
lar Bear Club and everyone who came 
out to swim,” said camp director Mi-
chael Katz.

Bigger splash
Polar plunge draws record number
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(Left to right) Red Hook’s famous Ikea, 
vintage streetcars outside Fairway, 
and Steve’s Authentic Key Lime Pie.

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Is Red Hook the city’s 
new weekend getaway des-
tination?

The industrial waterfront 
nabe  is getting a new hotel , 
 possibly a historic ocean liner , 
and is already a hub for cruise 
ships and Scandinavian fur-
niture enthusiasts. 

But will vacationers see 

it as a charming, secluded 
seaside town or a transit-
starved industrial district 
with more decrepit lots than 
brunch joints? 

There was only one way 
to find out — hop on a B61 
bus for a day trip!

Getting there
The much-maligned B61 

is notoriously  late ,  slow , and 
 packed , but the half-hour it took 

me to travel from Downtown to 
my vacation destination gave 
me time to read my copy of 
 Fodor’s Brooklyn , which gives 
the neighborhood three out of 
five stars for sightseeing but 
only one for shopping. 

Local hot-spot
Every city has an Ikea, but 

only Red Hook has one where 

By The Brooklyn Paper 
Prognostication Bureau
The Brooklyn Paper

This list literally gets harder ev-
ery year, but we’ve done it again 
— here are the 16 people, orga-
nizations, elections, and sundry 
other issues to keep an eye on over 
the next 12 months.

16. The So So Glos
The  Bay Ridge punk band  is 

coming off a huge year touring 
with Conor Oberst’s pet project 
Desaparicidos and having one of 
its songs featured on Home Box 
Office’s mega-hit “Girls.” Now the 
band is back in the studio for its 
first full release since 2013.

15. Ample Hills Creamery
The Gowanus iced-confection 

purveyor is on its way to becom-
ing Brooklyn’s Ben and Jerry’s. 
It recently  scooped up  a $4-mil-
lion investment from tech-industry 
types and  a license to create “Star 
Wars”–branded flavors  from the 
House of Mouse. And this year, it 
will  open a massive new factory in 
Red Hook  with plans to expand to 
grocery stores nationwide. 

16 to watch in 2016
Our annual look at the stories on the horizon

14. Pam Harris
The former corrections officer 

and youth-group founder  became 
the first black assemblywoman to 
represent the 46th Assembly dis-
trict in November  following Dem-
ocrat Alec Brook-Krasny’s abrupt 
resignation from the post, which 
covers parts of Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, and Coney Island. 

Harris said going in that her 
priorities are to secure funding 
for the continued rehabilitation 
of Coney Island three years af-
ter Hurricane Sandy and to push 
reforms to fight the illegal home 
conversions plaguing her district. 
She comfortably won November’s 
special election, but will have to 
contest the spot again for this year’s 

Assembly-wide election. 

13. Brooklyn’s embattled 
tech darlings

Recent months have been rough 
for some of Brooklyn’s most bally-
hooed tech companies. News Corp 
 sold its struggling Dumbo educa-
tion-technology arm Amplify  af-
ter firing about 500 staffers. Am-

plify’s neighbor  Etsy’s share-price 
is plummeting  as tech stocks sink, 
following the online craft e-tailer’s 
arrival on the stock exchange in 
April (an initial public offering 
 correctly predicted by this col-
umn last year ). And 3D-printing 
pioneer Makerbot  went through 
two rounds of layoffs , and reduced 
the size of its Industry City of-

fice  after only moving in earlier 
that year , due to  waning interest  
in the technology. Can they turn 
it around?

12. Liberty View Industrial 
Plaza

All eyes were on Sunset Park 
manufacturing complex Industry 
City in 2015,  as it became home to 

new hipster businesses , the  still-
under-construction Nets training 
facility , and  the inevitable fights 
over gentrification  that followed. 
But turn your gaze a few blocks 
north to Liberty View Industrial 
Plaza for 2016, where  Saks Fifth 
Avenue just agreed  to stick the 
first-ever Brooklyn outlet of its 
Saks Off Fifth discount store, after 
 online sales giant Amazon inked a 
seven-year lease there in October . 
Saks will join a massive outpost of 
Bed Bath and Beyond, and several 
of its other retail properties. 

11. Tipping bans
Williamsburg restaurant Mead-

owsweet and borough restaurateur 
Andrew Tarlow — owner of Wil-
liamsburg’s Diner and Marlow and 
Sons, and Fort Greene’s Roman’s 
—  will  eliminate  tipping  this year, 
replacing gratuities with higher 
wages and menu prices in an at-
tempt to even out the income dis-
parity between front-of-house staff 
and kitchen crews. Many eateries 
in Manhattan and other parts of the 
country have already adopted the 
model, albeit with mixed results 
—  one San Francisco restaurateur 
reverted back to tips after strug-
gling to retain employees .

10. Ferry tales
Mayor DeBlasio’s planned city-

wide ferry expansion — which 
will bring at least four new stops 
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(Above) Empire Stores is one of several private developments that will open in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park this year. (Left) Robert Capers, right, just replaced now–U.S. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch as the United States attorney for the Eastern District of New York.
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See 2016  on page 2

See HOOK  on page 4

One brave polar bear leads the annual Polar Bear Club New Year’s Day swim to the Atlantic Ocean. 

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Pa
ul

 M
ar

ti
nk

a

Shopping! History! Dining!
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By Gersh Kuntzman
Brooklyn Paper

Someone is going to have to 
die on the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway before officials 
finally fix the collapsing el-
evated stretch under Brook-
lyn Heights.

That’s the tragic conclusion 
of none other than transpor-
tation expert — and former 
city official — Sam Schwartz, 
who expressed his frustration 
on Brooklyn Paper Radio on 
Monday afternoon.

“We thought we had solved 
this problem back in 2007, then 
the funding dried up. Now the 
city has put in a couple of mil-
lion dollars to, hopefully, act 
soon before we do have a ca-
lamity on the BQE,” Schwartz 

ON THE RADIO

Gridlock Sam: 
BQE a disaster

told hosts Gersh Kuntzman and 
Vince DiMiceli during a broad-
ranging discussion about the 
highway’s crumbling “triple 

cantilever” section that runs 
between Atlantic Avenue and 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

That portion of the high-
way was built by Robert Mo-
ses in the late 1940s, and was 
expected to last 50 years. The 
math, Kuntzman suggested, 
“means we’re out of time — 
though I don’t always do basic 
subtraction properly.”

Schwartz confirmed Kuntz-
man’s assessment.

“The repairs are long over-
due,” he said. Schwartz raised 
the specter of death by men-
tioning many people who have 
been killed due to infrastruc-
ture misadventure, including 
the victims of the Mianus River 
Bridge collapse in Connecticut, 

“Gridlock” Sam Schwartz

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it pier pressure. 
The developer behind  two widely 

hated housing high-rises planned for 
the Pier 6  end of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is threatening that its funding — and, 
in turn, the park’s coffers — could dry 
up if state officials don’t approve the 
project after months of stalling amidst 
community opposition.

“We have reached a critical junc-

ture,” said Ral Companies’ chief Rob-
ert Levine in a recent letter to the state’s 
quasi-governmental development arm 
the Empire State Development Corpo-
ration. “Our financial partners have in-
formed me that unless substantial prog-
ress … is achieved by April 30, 2016, 
financing for the project will be jeop-
ardized.”

The agency was supposed to vote on 
the two towers, containing more than 
300 units and a 75-seat pre-school — 

TOWER PLAY
Bridge Park threatens funds if state 
doesn’t green-light Pier 6 high-rises

which park honchos claim are needed to 
fund the sprawling green space —  after 
a lengthy public-hearing spree  wrapped 
up in August.

But it put the whole thing on ice af-
ter local residents and pols came out fe-
rociously against the plan —  with crit-
ics arguing that  big buildings will stick 
out like a sore thumb, add too many new 
kids to local schools, and likely flood 
the next time a superstorm hits. 

 Some also believe the park is fudg-
ing its finances , and already has plenty 
of cash to stay afloat thanks to the  con-
dominiums , hotel,  marina , and  shops  
already in the works there. 

The Pier 6 project wouldn’t have 
needed the state’s okay, except Mayor 
DeBlasio insisted on shoehorning 117 
below-market-rate units into the build-
ings, and  activists successfully argued 
the changes required a review . 

Now Levine says his backers are ques-
tioning whether the government offi-
cials can really get it up after all, and 
they’re getting impatient. 

“Our financial partners have come 
to doubt the city and state’s ability to 
execute the project,” he wrote.

A spokesman for the developer later 
backpedaled on the letter’s suggestion 
that the entire plan is in peril, however — 
the backers will just have to restructure 
or it will find new ones, he said.

But DeBlasio says the state agency 
should just forge ahead regardless to 
shore up the cash for the park’s kitty and 
the so-called affordable housing.

“Dropping the ball on this project 
would result in forfeited park funding 
for one of the city’s treasured open spaces 
and a squandered opportunity for sorely 
needed affordable housing and pre-K 
space,” said spokesman Austin Finan.

Developer Ral Companies wants to build these towers in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, but says its backers are running out of patience.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

They’re already warming up.
Officials haven’t announced 

this summer’s inaugural concert 
lineup at the still-under-construc-
tion Coney Island Amphitheater, 
but bands are busy selling tickets 
anyhow. A search of ticket-sellers 
— including Ticketmaster, which 
owns the seaside amphitheater’s 
operating company Live Nation 
— reveals that at least six acts 
have signed on to perform.

Perhaps the biggest group slated 
is classic rock pioneer Boston, 
which will blow in from Bean-
town on Aug. 10, according to 
the band’s website.

Here’s the fullest lineup we 
could find:

Staten Island comedians Im-
practical Jokers,  who are no 
strangers to Coney Island , will 

yuk it up on July 1, according to 
a Ticketmaster listing.

Nebraskan funk–rockers 311 
(not named for the popular New 
York complaint line) will take the 
stage on July 16 alongside Jewish 
reggae icon Matisyahu, who  lived 
in Crown Heights for years  be-
fore defecting to the West Coast, 
a search of Ticketmaster’s web-
site shows.

White-boy stoner reggae act 
Slightly Stoopid plays July 23, ac-
cording to artist-tracker Song-
Kick.com

Alt-metal rockers Deftones will 
set ears ringing on Aug. 5, ac-
cording to Ticketmaster.

And similar-veined Shinedown 
is set to play two days later on 
Aug. 7, SongKick reports.

Celtic punks Flogging Molly 
are having a seisún on Aug. 26, 
according to ticket purveyor Viv-

Sound check!
Coney gearing up for summer 
concerts at new amphitheater

idSeats.com
Amphitheater management did 

not return a request for comment, 
but the full concert schedule is 
due out mid-April, a representa-
tive said.

Tickets for the shows range 

from about $35 to upwards of 
$70. None of the acts appear to 
be part of the free, Seaside Sum-
mer Concerts Series that the bor-
ough president’s office puts on — 
organizers have not released the 
series’s schedule.

Classic rockers Boston will play Coney Island on Aug. 10. 
Here’s founder Tom Scholz and guitartist Anthony Cosmo.
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See RADIO  on page 11

Fifth Avenue @ 45th street
New York City

see page 5 for details

-FREE GIFT-

THE BATTLE FOR BROOKLYN
By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t fugheddaboutit!
Democratic presidential ri-

vals Hillary Clinton and Ber-
nie Sanders could face off in a 
hotly anticipated war of words 
in Brooklyn ahead of the April 
19 primary, after the former New 
York senator finally said Tues-
day that she is open to a debate 
in Kings County amid mounting 
pressure. Now local Berners say 
the two camps must lock it in so 
Brooklynites can hear for them-
selves where the two candidates 
stand on the issues. 

“A debate is extraordinarily im-
portant,” said Sunset Parker Paul 
Brown, who decided to volunteer 
with the Sanders campaign after 
travelling around Vermont and 
speaking to the senator’s con-
stituents. “People need to know 
first-hand where these candidates 
stand.”

 Sanders first threw down the 
gauntlet for a Brooklyn debate back 
in January , but the Clinton cam-
paign refused to respond publicly 
until Monday, when one of the 
former secretary of state’s strat-
egists talking to CNN fended off 
the question by saying the tone of 
Sanders’ campaign had become 
too negative. 

“Let’s see the tone of the cam-
paign he wants to run before we 

get to any other questions,” said 
Joel Benenson, who also inadver-
tently complimented his boss’s op-
ponent when he  speculated  that 
Sanders would campaign in New 
York “like a Brooklynite” while 
Clinton would stump “like a sen-
ator.”

Sanders fans responded with a 
barrage of tweets under the hashtag 
#ToneDownForWhat?” demand-
ing Clinton agree to the debate, 
and on Tuesday night, she told re-
porters at an event in Wisconsin 
she now is open to a Borough of 
Kings battle royale.

“If they can find a mutually 

As Dem primary nears, pressure mounts for Hillary vs. Bernie debate in Kings County

A BOROUGH DIVIDED: (Left) Hillary supporters Terryl Donovan and Lisa Chamberlain at an organizing event in Park Slope on Tuesday night. (Right) 
Bernie fans Rachel Brown-McLoughlin and Steven Labreu rep the Vermont senator outside his new New York campaign headquarters in Gowanus.
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agreeable date in the next cou-
ple of weeks before New York, 
I think it could happen,” Clinton 
staffer Brian Fallon subsequently 

 told Bloomberg .
And Brooklyn Clinton sup-

porters say they’re excited to see 
their top pick go head-to-head with 

Sanders on local turf, too.
“I think it would be exciting,” 

said Park Sloper Lisa Chamber-
lain, who is volunteering with 

the Clinton campaign and sug-
gested the verbal wrangle could 
take place at the recently reno-
vated Kings Theatre in Flatbush. 

“Hillary is an excellent debater 
— I definitely support her ask-
ing Sanders to tone down the neg-

THE CONTENDERS
Hillary Clinton
Campaign HQ:
Brooklyn Heights
Funds raised here: 
$1,645,790.91
Contributors: 
5,315

Bernie Sanders
Campaign HQ:
Gowanus
Funds raised here: 
$581,399.79
Contributors:
7,285

See DEBATE  on page 6
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Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

Warm up your home with HOT DEALS ON GORGEOUS NEW FLOORS!JANUARY 
FLOORING
SALE!

January 13-19 (Wed-Tues)
1-800-HARDWOOD

lumberliquidators.com

Varieties
N. American  
& European 
Laminates 

60+
Varieties

Prefinished 
Hardwood  

200+

49¢
sq.ft.

from

99¢
sq.ft.

from

Varieties
Prefinished 
Bamboo  

30+

$1.49
from

sq.ft.

NEW!
Wood-Look 
Tile package 

20%
OFF

with grout purchase
COUPON CODE: TILE20

in-store ONLY While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. Odd lots sold as is. 
Our South Hackensack, NJ store is closed on Sundays.

New York, NY • (347) 286-7552
New York, NY • (212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 
Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580

Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075
Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411

S Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255 
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A developer’s lucrative proposal to 
build a high-rise between two Brook-
lyn Heights co-op buildings is threat-
ening to tear the close-knit community 
of neighbors apart.

Denizens of the 33-story building at 75 
Henry St.  have the opportunity to score 
big bucks by selling a slice of their land 
along Pineapple Walk  to a real-estate 
firm so it can erect a 40-story residen-
tial tower there. But the residents of a 
31-story co-op on the other side of the 
tropically named lane say the deal would 
literally and figuratively build a wall be-
tween the two groups who have lived as 
one happy hamlet for decades.   

“We’re not kids, but I think it would 
change things between us,” said Shelly 
Holtzberg, who lives in Cadman Tow-
ers, which hosted a packed public forum 
about the sale last Wednesday. “Right 
now there’s really an open door and we’re 
even talking about sharing services for 
both buildings.”

Cadman Towerites organized the gath-
ering to come up with ways to convince 
their neighbors to reject Anbau Enter-
prises’s $75-million offer for the land, 
which is currently home to the beloved 
Park Plaza Restaurant and several stores. 
A few days later, the developer reportedly 
raised its offer to $130 million.

The deal would net each 75 Henry St. 
unit at least $120,000 — likely far more 
now the price has gone up — but the re-
sulting tower would also block views from 
both buildings, cast a shadow across the 
area, and bring an influx of residents to 
an area that has  an overcrowded schoo l 
and  recently lost its hospital , claimed 
critics. 

The 75 Henry Streetians have until 
Jan. 15 to cast their votes, and a majority 
of owners will have to vote “yes” for the 
co-op’s board to pursue the deal.

CO-OP DE GRACE!
B’Heights development deal threatens to divide neighbors

The opponents say they know they’re 
asking the residents to turn down a big 
windfall, but hope they’ll consider the 
impact their decision will have on the 
whole neighborhood. 

“We’re asking them to give up sig-
nificant financial security that this offer 
would bring to them, to their children, 
to their family, and to their future,” said 
Peter Bray, who is the executive direc-
tor of influential local civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Association.

At least two 75 Henry St. residents 
pledged to vote “no”  at a previous meet-
ing , but one brave resident told Wednes-
day’s crowd he intended to say “yes” 
— stressing that it was just a vote for 
the board to explore the offer, not a fi-
nal handshake.

“I would be in favor of it,” said a man 
who identified himself as Gil. “But all 
we’re doing is looking at the possibilities 
— we’re not making a commitment.”

Both co-op complexes were built in 
the late ’60s as part of the Mitchell-Lama 
housing subsidy program, which created 
below-market-rate housing aimed at mid-
dle-class families. Cadman Towers re-
mains in the program, which means units 
there are relatively cheap —  a WNYC 
reporter claimed  she scored a one-bed-
room for $38,000 in 2010 — and are only 
available to people earning below a cer-
tain amount ( currently  around $97,000 
for a three-person household). 

Shareholders at 75 Henry St. opted out 
of the program years ago, so it now func-
tions as a standard co-op — a one-bed-
room there was  recently on the market  for 
$750,000 — and the owners are now able 
to cash in on the developers’ offer. 

Developers want to raze this 
popular neighborhood staple 
and build a 40-story tower. The 
image below shows the location 
between the existing towers.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Lo

ui
se

 W
at

er
id

g
e 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Are Jay Z and Beyonce moving to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park?

Brooklyn Heights is abuzz after a res-
ident told a packed room at a community 
meeting that the rap royalty purchased 
a pad in a park development.

The long-time local said a park 
security guard let the colossal news 
slip while the pair were chatting dur-
ing an evening stroll. He dropped the 
news  during a public forum at Cad-
man Towers last Wednesday night , 
prompting whispers and a “shhhh” 
from the crowd. 

Pierhouse,  the controversial lux-
ury condo complex  next to Brooklyn 
Bridge where the couple are rumored 
to have snatched up property, did not 
deny the claim at first. 

“I wish that I could confirm that 
Jay Z and Beyonce had bought at Pier-
house but I cannot confirm that,” said 
Barbara Wagner of Rubenstein Asso-
ciates, the public relations firm rep-
resenting the development. “You can 

publish it as a rumor.” 
Wagner later called back and said 

it was not true.
If true, Queen Bey and Hova could 

be planning to lay their Brooklyn roots 
down in any of the 78 of the 106 units 
that were in contract as of December, 
 per a recent Curbed report . Current  list-
ings  range from $2.5 million to $10.5 
million and amenities include a kids 
playroom — perfect for their 4-year-
old daughter Blue Ivy — a meditation 
studio, valet parking, and a pool. 

The sale would be a homecoming for 
the couple, who have lived across the 
river in a Manhattan loft since 2004 and 
 reportedly bought a $14.5 million pad  
in Hollywood in May last year.  

Jay Z has nevertheless maintained 
ties with his native borough — he 
owned a minuscule stake in Barclays 
Center and the Nets  until 2013 . Last 
year, his music-streaming service Tidal 
 bought naming rights  for concerts at 
the arena, and his entertainment com-
pany Roc Music  inked a deal  to pro-
gram shows there.

Are Jay Z and Beyonce moving 
in at Brooklyn Bridge Park?

Rumors abound that Beyonce and Jay Z have bought property in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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Royal rumor

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The world’s most notorious drug 
kingpin is facing a trial in Kings 
County.

Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman could 
spend time behind bars in Sunset Park 
and go before a judge at Downtown’s 
federal courthouse if Attorney Gen-
eral Loretta Lynch sends him to be 
tried in her old stomping grounds 
following his expected extradition 
from Mexico. 

Brooklyn prosecutors aren’t the 
only ones looking to get their hands 
on Guzman — as leader of the Mexi-
can Sinaloa Cartel, which has smug-
gled billions of dollars worth of co-
caine and other illicit drugs over 
American borders, he has earned 
indictments from cities across the 
United States, including Chicago 
and Miami.

But the borough has a home-court 

Kingpin coming?
El Chapo could be tried in Bklyn

Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
Guzman is nicknamed  “El 
Chapo” — meaning “shorty” 
— for his 5-foot-6 stature.
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advantage — as U.S. Attorney in 
the Eastern District of New York, 
Lynch signed a massive 21-count in-
dictment from her office in Brook-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They will clean up before they 
leave. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses will give the 
city $5.5 million to overhaul a run-down 
Dumbo park the organization promised 
to make over more than a decade ago 
as part of a lucrative rezoning deal, af-
ter local pols demanded the group fi-
nally honor its pledge before it sells all 
its land and decamps from the borough 
for good.

The sect — officially the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society — believes the 
money will be enough to cover its share 
of the long-stalled plans for the land.

“Watchtower has set aside this amount 
to cover the funds officials estimated the 
city would need to take over this project 
and complete the current vision for the 
park,” the group told this paper.

The religious outfit offered to fix the 
moribund Bridge Park 2 —  a slab of crum-
bling concrete next to York Street sta-
tion  and  quite possibly the crummiest 
park in the city  — in 2004, when the 
city agreed to let the group build a huge 
housing complex on a massive parking 
lot next door at 85 Jay St. 

Plans  at the time  included a turf base-
ball field, a new playground, and a lighted 
path from the subway station to the neigh-
boring Farragut Houses development. 

But Watchtower never actually built 
the new property, and the planning pro-
cess for the park facelift dragged for years 
through various design iterations, eventu-

ally hitting an impasse over cost and labor 
— the Witnesses wanted to  use its mem-
bers as volunteer workers , which is not 
how the city typically does business. 

The group’s announcement last month 
that  it is selling 85 Jay St.  — now incred-
ibly valuable thanks to the residential re-
zoning —  as part of its mass exodus from 
the neighborhood it has long called home  
sparked renewed calls for the Witnesses 
to keep their vow and put some of the 
massive windfall to good use. 

“It is unacceptable that since the Watch-
tower committed to work with the Parks 
Department, over 11 years have passed, 
the site has seen no improvements, and 
remains a piece of barren asphalt,” a 
host of local pols and business leaders 
wrote in a letter to the organization in 
December. 

It remains to be seen whether $5.5 
million will be enough to take the park 
from drab to fab, however — the parks 
department said it can’t estimate the to-
tal costs without a concrete plan for the 
park in place. Watchtower honchos say 
they have one ready, based on the city’s 
most recent requests for the site, which 
now include a skate park and a multi-
purpose field. 

Those pushing for the park renewal 

Holy bank-rollers
Witnesses pledge $5.5M to beautify 
long-neglected Dumbo park space

say they also want more details before 
celebrating, but the pledge is still good 
news. 

“Without seeing the details, that seems 
like a significant step in the right direc-

tion,” said Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), one of the letter-writing 
pols. “I would like to sit down in a formal 
way with them and the parks department 
to see exactly what the plans are.”

Cadman Towers
75 Henry St.

Proposed 
tower site
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The Jehovah’s Witnesses have stepped up to the plate and pledged 
$5.5 million to revamp decrepit Brooklyn Bridge Park II. Plans for the 
new park include a multipurpose field, exercise area, playground, and 
skate park.
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See CHAPO  on page 12

BUT WHAT ABOUT 
SQUIBB BRIDGE?

SEE PAGE 3
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They want to break the bank! 
The developers behind  Brooklyn’s 

first “supertall” skyscraper  want to de-
molish part of Fulton Mall’s landmarked 
Dime Savings Bank to make room for 
the 73-story behemoth, and build stores 
inside the rest of the 108-year-old cash 
repository. And locals say they can’t 
wait to crack the vault after seeing the 
plan last Wednesday night. 

“It’s a beautiful project and a great 
opportunity to save the bank,” said 
Hazra Ali, a member of Community 
Board 2’s land-use committee, which 
enthusiastically approved the changes 
11–0 with one abstention at last week’s 
meeting.

Reps for builders JDS Development 
and the Cherit Group told residents they 
want to pulverize a segment in the back 
of the bank at Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion so they can create a glassy new en-
trance and set the Chrysler Building-
sized tower off to the side. 

The portion of the building slated 
for destruction is a service area that 
is not architecturally significant, the 
firms claimed.

If city officials don’t approve the 
change, the developers told residents 
they would just erect their massive new 
tower flush against the back of the bank 
— blocking its windows, and creating 
an unattractive flat wall along Flatbush 
Avenue Extension.

The city’s Landmarks Preservation 
Commission has shot down changes to 
the protected building before —  it re-

Developers want to crack open historic bank for supertower

CHOP ON A DIME!

(Above) Developers 
want to blow a hole in 
the historic Dime Sav-
ings Bank so they can 
create a new entrance 
and erect (right) a mas-
sive tower next door 
— the tallest in the 
borough. (Left) The 
builders also want to 
turn the 108-year-old 
bank’s storied interior 
into a shopping center.

fused to let previous owner JP Morgan 
Chase build a handicap ramp there in 
2013 . But one preservationist says he 
thinks the body won’t have too many 
gripes with this alteration, and doesn’t 
think its members will object to the 
neighboring tower, either.  

“Getting landmarks’ approval is 
not going to be the thing that stops it 
if someone wants to stop this tower,” 
said Simeon Bankoff of preservation 
advocacy group the Historic Districts 
Council. 

The developers bought the bank pri-
marily so they could use its air rights 
to construct the 1,066-foot tower next 
door, but they do plan to renovate it. 
Inside, they intend to rip out the 1970s 
Formica teller stations to make room 
for retail stores, and they promised to 
restore the building’s cracked facade 
and steps out the front. 

The reps also offered new details for 
the gargantuan high-rise itself. 

The needle-like building will boast a 
bronze, stone, stainless steel, and black 
granite exterior that will change colors 
as pedestrians walk past it from Fleet 
Street to Flatbush Avenue Extension, 
they said. 

And the interior will include four 
floors of retail and office space at the 
base, with 417 units of housing —  which 
will be rentals, according to a New York 
Times report  — above that.

The full community board will vote 
on the changes to the bank next, but 
its vote is only advisory — the land-
marks commission will ultimately say 
yea or nay.

This planned “supertall” skyscraper on Flatbush Avenue Extension 
and Fleet Street will rise more than 1,000 feet above Downtown.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is the tunnel of shove!
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority must add a second 
entrance to York Street station, 
say Dumbo residents and work-
ers, who claim the daily hordes 
are already pushing each other out 
of way to get in and out of the F 
stop’s lone, long egress, and an 
emergency situation could end 
in tragedy.

“It’s unsafe now,” said Dumbo 
resident Anna Lawton. “If any-
thing ever happens, there’s going 
to be a massive problem.” 

Modern stations have to sport 
at least two escape routes, but 

Getting the shaft
Dumbo residents demand second entrance at 
York Street subway as population skyrockets

the only way to enter or exit the 
79-year-old station on the corner 
of Jay and York streets is to make 
a lengthy trek up or down a sin-
gle ramp and flight of stairs — a 
set-up that leads to impenetrable 
crowds moving in one direction 
en masse at rush hour, according 
to one commuter.

“There should be another en-
trance because there are huge 
crowds and it’s overwhelming,” 
said artist Elizabeth Hazan, who 
works in Dumbo and avoids the 
station altogether during rush hour. 
“If you’re trying to go against the 
grain it’s impossible.”

The pit-stop’s popularity has 
swelled in recent years as the for-
merly industrial area has boomed 
with new residents, businesses, and 
tourists — an average of 9,000 peo-
ple swarmed the station every week-
day in 2014, up from around 6,000 in 
2009, according to  agency data .  

And the neighborhood’s num-
bers are set to surge even further 
in the coming years — there are 
several  huge  office  buildings  in 

Masses of people flood through York Street station’s lone exit during morning rush hour.
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A map shows where York Street station runs underground 
southeasterly from the entrance at York and Jay streets.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

The only taboo topic at this 
mothers’ group is mothering.

A Park Slope sex shop is hosting 
a monthly meetup where moms gab 
about their erotic experiences, sex-
ual fantasies, and penis preferences. 
The ladies aren’t allowed to discuss 
their kids, but their leader insists 
the kink counsel ultimately helps 
them become better parents.

“Children in Park Slope came 
from f------,” said Sid Azmi, owner 
of Fifth Avenue pleasure empo-
rium Please, where she hosts the 
monthly meetings dubbed “Ba-
nana Pancakes.” “In order for us 
to perpetuate the happiness we get 
from our children, we need to go 
back to the root and say ‘This is 
how we got here.’ ”

Azmi says she started the group 
after noticing many of her fellow 
matriarchs were losing touch with 
their sensual sides — partly due 
to the whirlwind life-changes that 
come with motherhood, but also 
because there is a societal shroud 

Raising kids — and eyebrows
Park Slope moms’ group only talks about sex when you become a mother, but 

that doesn’t have to be the case,” 
she said. “You can be a mother 
and still be a woman.”

The gab sessions are completely 
judgment-free zones, said one at-
tendee — the mamas share their 
turn-ons and masturbation hab-
its, and even toss around illicit 
topics such as extra-marital af-
fairs and threesomes.  

“There’s a lot of encouragement,” 
said Nora, who declined to share her 
last name. “It’s cheering on other 
people who aren’t feeling like sexual 
beings anymore, and telling them 
‘You’re awesome, you’re beautiful, 
if you still want to have sex you 
should go out and get it!’ ”

The moms are also encouraged 
to broaden their sexual horizons, 
Azmi said — a professional dom-
inatrix was a guest presenter at a 
Feb. 26 session where the ladies 
bonded over bondage.

Banana Pancakes meetings 
are held monthly at Please [557 
Fifth Ave. between Prospect 
Park West and 16th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788–6969, www.
pleasenewyork.com]. Free.

of silence around sexuality after 
giving birth.

Moms are expected to be nur-
turing beings who put their kids’ 

needs first, said Azmi, but that 
should not mean forgetting their 
own needs.

“There is a loss of identity 

Sid Azmi, shown at her Fifth Avenue shop Please, believes 
motherhood and dildos can go hand-in-hand.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
Brooklyn Paper

This week on  Brooklyn 
Paper Radio , Borough Presi-
dent Adams made his second 
appearance on the show, this 
time talking with hosts Gersh 
Kuntzman and Vince DiMiceli 
about his recent trip to Israel, 
where he witnessed stabbings 
first hand — though Gersh re-
minded him he didn’t have to 
go halfway around the world 
for that.

The Beep also came out 
swinging against the runaway 
housing that’s resulted from the 
Downtown Brooklyn rezoning 
and came out swinging in favor 
of, well, more swinging! Adams 
says he’s a strong advocate of 
bringing Mixed Martial Arts 
fighting to New York — the 
only state where it is banned. 

ON THE RADIO

Beep grapples 
trolley, MMA 

Such a move, of course, would 
benefit Brooklyn, Adams said, 
as Ronda Rousey and Co. could 
soon be competing at Barclays 
— and borough kids could be 

inspired to stay healthy (though, 
frankly, his argument in that 
area was a bit sketchy).

Most important, Adams said 
the “devil is in the details” of 
the mayor’s plan for a $2.5-bil-
lion trolley from Sunset Park 
to distant Queens, voicing con-
cerns about many of the flaws 
 exposed in Brooklyn Paper cov-
erage .

Then, the boys sat down 
with Jason Adams, whose new 
“Brooklyn” lapel pins (along 
with others from far-off places 
like Staten Island) are sweep-
ing the nation. Adams and Jor-
dan Roschwalb of pin maker 
Pintrill.com said Brooklyn is 
obviously the perfect label ac-
cessory, but Manhattan has its 
supporters, including Gersh’s 
girlfriend, who is awesome.

Find the show online at 
BrooklynPaper.com/radio.

Borough President Ad-
ams want to legalize 
mixed martial arts.
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BROOKLYN’S CHOICE FOR QUALITY, CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE

ProHEALTHURGENTCARE.COM 1-888-500-5656 • MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM • SAT & SUN: 9AM-6PM

26 Court Street in Brooklyn Heights
between Remsen and Montague

330 Court Street in Carol Garden
between Sackett and Union

• 5 New Brooklyn Locations • Open 7 Days A Week • No Appointment Needed • Most Insurances Accepted

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Their goose is cooked!
A family of adorable baby geese 

living on the polluted Gowanus Ca-
nal will soon die after being cov-
ered in the waterway’s toxic waste, 
according to a longtime guardian 
of the noxious stretch. 

“Those little goslings are go-
ing to get coal tar all over them 
and they’re goners,” said John Lip-
scomb, who has been captaining a 
boat on the waters of the Gowanus 
as part of water advocacy group 
Riverkeeper for 15 years.

Lipscomb spotted the Canada 
goose goslings and their parents 
on a trip along Brooklyn’s Nauti-
cal Purgatory on April 25 — in the 
Canal and Turning Basins between 

the Third Street and Ninth Street 
bridges — as first reported by  local 
blog Pardon Me for Asking .

They are the first goslings he 
has ever seen in the canal since he 
began patrolling its fetid waters 
more than a decade ago. 

But the coal tar that infests the 
waters — thanks to  gas compa-
nies using the canal as a dump-
ing ground for years  — will soon 
build up on the tiny baby birds’ 
feathers, causing them to mat and 
separate, and they will either per-
ish from being too hot or too cold, 
Lipscomb predicts. 

That’s if they don’t die from 
ingesting the toxic matter first, 
he said.

Then, they will join a menagerie 
of other creatures who have met 
their maker in the filthy, watery 
grave in recent years — includ-
ing a  dolphin  and  a baby whale 
named Sludgie . 

The Gowanus will likely be the 
only water the goslings will ever 
know, according to Lipscomb — 
the tiny birds were probably wet-
ting their webbed feet for the first 
time when he laid eyes on them 
last month. 

“The little goslings were born 
somewhere on the shoreline and 
these were their first excursions 
into the water,” he said. 

DYIN’ GOSLINGS
These baby geese in the Gowanus are toast

Dead!
The whale, 2007

The dolphin, 2013

A Canada goose couple and their goslings swim along the fetid Gowanus Canal in April, 
but they’re paddling on borrowed time, according to a steward of the waterway — the 
channel’s toxic goop will soon build up on their feathers and kill them.
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See GEESE  on page 4

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

This is one way to get a park 
looking like a million bucks.

The state could seize a Williams-
burg waterfront property the city 
has long promised to buy and use 
to expand Bushwick Inlet Park then 
slap Mayor DeBlasio with a $1-mil-
lion fine every year he doesn’t turn 
it into green space, if local law-
makers succeed in passing a new 
bill they hope will force Hizzoner 
into action.

“My objective was to allow the 
[state] to buy the property, give it 
to the city, and say, ‘We’ve got you 
a park Mr. Mayor — now it’s your 
job to outfit it,’ ” said Assembly-

man Joe Lentol (D–Greenpoint), 
who drafted the legislation with 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Williamsburg).

The pair say they got sick of 
the city claiming it can’t afford to 
purchase the 11-acre CitiStorage 
warehouse at 10th Street,  which 
it needs to finish the 28-acre park  
that officials promised to build be-
tween the East River and Kent Av-
enue as compensation for rezoning 
much of the waterfront for luxury 
housing in 2005.

Lentol and Squadron’s bill al-
lows the state to seize the prop-
erty via eminent domain — which 
means the owner has to sell, but 
receives a market-rate price — and 

then work out a deal to either give 
or sell it to DeBlasio. 

Once the land changes hands, 
the state could then slug the city 
with a penalty of a million smac-
keroos for every year it doesn’t 
build the park.

A senate committee just ap-
proved the legislation, which the 
lawmakers say is a promising sign 
the Republican-controlled house 
will actually vote on it this ses-
sion.

But even if it clears both houses, 
Gov. Cuomo would still need to 
sign off on the plan. He spiked 
Lentol’s last do-gooding eminent 
domain bill —  to seize an imper-
iled Williamsburg senior center  

— though this one offers a par-
ticularly high-profile chance for 
the governor to show up his nem-
esis DeBlasio.  

One legal expert says it would 
be very unusual for a government 
body to use eminent domain to 
force another into paying for land 
— though it is common for the 
state to lump city pols with un-
wanted programs.

“This is a constant criticism of 
the state by virtually every munic-
ipality — that the state tries to take 
credit for programs that provide 
benefit to the public, and then shifts 
the costs onto the municipality,” 
said Stewart Sterk, a professor of 
real estate law at the Benjamin N. 

Cardozo School of Law.
Lentol insists the bill would 

only allow the state to seize the 
land, however — the transfer to 
the city would be a separate deal 
between the two parties, and the 
only pressure for it to agree or 
pay would come from members 
of the public. 

And locals backing the legisla-
tion say it is only asking city of-
ficials to do something they de-
vised in the first place.

“It’s promised as a park,” said 
Greenpoint resident Steve Chesler, 
who is a member of activist group 
Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park. 
“It’s not like they’re taking peo-
ple’s homes away — it’s definitely 

Bill pits DeBlasio vs. Cuomo over parkland
State could sieze land to fi nish Bushwick Inlet Park, fi ne city $1M for inaction

State lawmakers want to seize this old storage facility so 
the city can make good on its 11-year-old promise to turn 
it into parkland.
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for the common good, for the tax-
payers.”

Indeed, CitiStorage owner 
Norm Brodsky does wants to sell 
the property —  much of which 
burned down last year . 

He claims it is worth upwards 
of $325 million, though the park 

activists believe $75 million to $92 
million would be a more realistic 
price tag, as the land is not zoned 
for residential buildings and De-
Blasio has promised  he won’t re-
zone it for housing .

A City Hall spokeswoman says it 
is currently reviewing the bill.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

F this!
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority will cut rush-hour 
F-train service in half at six Brown-
stone Brooklyn stops next year 
in order to create an express ser-
vice for more far-flung users of the 
line, officials announced Monday, 
angering local straphangers who 
say they will have to suffer longer 
wait times and dangerously over-
crowded stations as a result. 

“I’m not happy,” said Wind-
sor Terrace resident Aurelie Leto-
card, who rides the F between Jay 
Street–MetroTech and her home 
near the 15th Street–Prospect Park 
stop during her daily commute 
to and from Manhattan. “Jay is 
already absolutely horrible, so if 
people hear it’s an express and 
don’t take it, the platform is go-
ing to be extremely busy.”

And the transit agency’s own 
data is providing them with am-
munition against the plan, which 
will see every second orange bul-
let heading towards Manhattan in 
the morning, and Coney Island in 
the evening, zoom past the Ber-
gen Street, Carroll Street, Smith–
Ninth, Fourth Avenue, 15th Street, 
and Fort Hamilton Parkway stops 
starting in fall 2017.

 OUTTA HERE! 
New express train will halve rush-hour service at Brownstone stops 

F
WHICH STOPS 
ARE AFFECTED?
• Bergen Street
• Carroll Street
• Smith–Ninth
• Fourth Avenue
• 15th Street
• Fort Hamilton Parkway

A  study  — which it  completed 
a year ago but refused to release  
until this week — found 51 percent 
of passengers on the line will be 
“inconvenienced,” waiting up to 
five minutes more for their rides, 
and predicts particularly bad bot-
tlenecks at the Bergen and Car-
roll stops as crowds attempt to exit 
their narrow staircases. 

Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) laid into agency hon-
chos at a hearing in City Hall on 
Monday after learning about the 
plan via a  Daily News report  that 
morning then finally getting a look 
at the long suppressed study, ac-
cusing them of sucker-punching 
him with the scheme that will 
“screw” tens of thousands of his 
constituents.

“Now that I’ve read the report 
I understand why you’ve blind-
sided us,” he said. “Stations, your 

own data shows, will be night-
marish.”

Lander is one of many Down-
town leaders who previously sup-
ported reviving the express — a 
 longtime cause celebre of Southern 

Brooklyn reps and residents , who 
stand to shave up to seven minutes 
off their commute — but  only on 
the condition it comes with more 
trains to bolster the local service , 
and now say they can’t support 

their neighbors’ good fortune if 
comes at their expense.  

“It just doesn’t work with-
out additional trains,” said Gary 
Reilly, a former Community Board 
6 chair,  who was one of the plan’s 

most vocal Northern supporters . 
“We always wanted to see an in-
crease in overall service on the 
line so you’re not robbing Peter 
to pay Paul.”

The study argues the spurned 
straphangers will still benefit from 
the trains racing past their noses 
because their own carriages will 
feel a little less like sardine cans, 
but riders say that won’t make up 
for the chaos on platforms or the 
delays.

“I’d rather be on a more crowded 
train that gets me there quickly 

Commuters use the narrow exit at the Bergen Street Station, 
where the Metropolitan Transportation Authority predicts 
rush-hour straphangers will have to stand in line on the plat-
form for around 42 seconds to even get on the staircase once 
it introduces the express F service next year.
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NEW F EXPRESS 
DIVIDES BKLYN! 

SEE PAGE 8

than a less crowded train that takes 
longer,” said Mike Racioppo, who 
is the vice-chair of Community 
Board 6 and lives off the Carroll 
Street stop.

A spokesman for the author-
ity stressed that it is still at the 
beginning of the planning pro-
cess, and said its reps will em-
bark on a tour of meetings with 
relevant community boards and 
politicians’ offices. 

But the study doesn’t portend 
well for their chances of convinc-
ing the agency to add more local 
trains — it claims there are none to 
spare, and the line only has room 
for one or two more an hour any-
way — or restoring and reopen-
ing  the fire-ravaged  lower level of 
Bergen Street as an extra express 
stop — which it says would cost 
more than $75 million.

Half of F trains will race past the Smith–Ninth stop as of next fall.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Can historic brownstones go 
green?

The city must come up with 
clear guidelines on how to stick 
solar panels on protected build-
ings, say members of a Cobble 
Hill area community board, af-
ter a debate over whether to ap-
prove the addition of sun-pow-
ered screens to a row house in 
the neighborhood’s historic dis-
trict created a schism in the group 
last Wednesday. 

Community Board 6 ulti-
mately voted 28–2 to okay a 
Warren Street homeowner’s bid 
to top his property with panels, 
despite its landmarks committee 
rejecting the idea 7–6 earlier in 
the month, but members say the 
conflict really shines a light on the 
need for rules about what is and 
isn’t okay as more Brooklynites 
try to balance environmental and 
historic preservation.  

“It really is the issue of our 

times,” said Park Sloper and board 
member Joanna Smith. “What do 
we need to do to ensure our fu-
ture in terms of what’s happen-
ing to our climate, while address-
ing preservation — which is very 
much about preserving the char-
acter of the neighborhood, but 
also property values and aes-
thetics.” 

It is relatively easy for historic 
homeowners to secure a permit 
to install solar panels if they are 
completely out of sight. 

But in this case, the owner of 
the property between Henry and 
Clinton streets can’t lay his pan-
els flat, because the city requires 
enough space for firefighters to 
traverse the roof, and his is already 
filled with mechanical equipment 
and sky lights. 

His contractor Brooklyn So-
lar Works says this is a common 
problem in borough brownstones, 
so it has come up with a stilted 
contraption to raise the ray-ab-
sorbing devices nine feet off the 

roof — the minimum clearance 
required for New York’s Brav-
est to swing an axe — but this 
would make it visible from parts 
of the street.

This was the first time the is-
sue of installing solar panels on 
a landmarked building had come 
before Community Board 6 — 
district manager Craig Ham-
merman described it as a “test 
case” — and the committee’s 
chairman said he wasn’t confi-
dent that the stilt solution was 
the best or only one.

“I don’t know if there were 
other feasible ways to do it, and 
I wasn’t ready to say ‘okay’ be-
cause these guys were saying this 
was the only way to do it,” said 
Bob Levine.

The full board ultimately 
agreed it wasn’t too obtrusive in 
this case and supporting clean en-
ergy was a priority — but also to 
ask the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to provide it with 
guidelines to make more informed 

Heated debate over solar panels 
on historic buildings in Cobble Hill

SUN BLOCK

decisions in the future.
“I think there was an under-

standing in the room that this was 
something that needed to pro-

ceed, and that we need to work 
with Landmarks in the future,” 
said Smith.

The commission will decide on 

the fate of the Warren Street solar 
panels at a meeting on Feb. 2.

But Hammerman expects 
Wednesday’s debate will be the 

first of many — the board’s dis-
trict also covers historic dis-
tricts in Carroll Gardens and 
Park Slope.

Solar professionals T.R. Ludwig and Gaelen McKee say they are often forced to alter their designs to accommodate land-
marks rules when installing panels on Kings County row houses.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is now forbidden fruit!
Brooklyn Heights’ 75 Henry 

St. co-op building will reject a 
developer’s  $130-million offer to 
sell the land along Pineapple Walk 
so it can erect a 40-story tower 
there , after the majority of resi-
dents voted against the deal that 
stood to net them hundreds of 
thousands of dollars apiece. 

Shareholders voted 191–112 
against the sale last Friday, ac-

cording to  a report  by a Brook-
lyn Daily Eagle journalist who 
lives in the building.  

The “no” vote also means that 
denizens of the 33-story tower at 
75 Henry St. are not interested in 
selling the thoroughfare to any-
one else, and the building’s board 
should reject all future offers for 
the prime slice of land, which 
runs between Cadman Plaza West 
and Henry Street and is home to 
the popular Park Plaza Restau-
rant and several stores. 

The decision comes at the end 

of a  month-long  battle over the sale 
and development, which  threat-
ened to divide  residents of the 
close-knit Cadman Plaza co-op 
community. 

Manhattan luxury builder An-
bau Enterprises first dangled a 
$75-million offer in front of resi-
dents in the beginning of Decem-
ber, then jacked up the price by 
another $55 million last week. 

Under the original offer, unit 
owners were told they would make 
between $120,000 to $260,000 
from the sale, depending on the 

size of their digs — and those who 
owned townhouses on the prop-
erty would make even more. 

The latest offer presumably 
would have netted residents 
anywhere from $200,000 to 
$450,000, based on the 73-per-
cent increase.

The co-op, which currently 
reaps $95,000 a month from the 
Pineapple Walk stores, would also 
have retained ownership of the 
new retail spaces and continued 
to collect rent.

But many residents — not to 

mention their neighbors at the 
Cadman Towers co-op on the 
other side of Pineapple Walk 
— feared the new tower would 
block views from both buildings 
and bring an influx of new resi-
dents to an area that already has  an 
overcrowded elementary school , 
recently  lost its hospital , and is 
still smarting over  the sale of the 
nearby library branch for a sim-
ilar high-rise .  

Some also felt they had an ethi-
cal obligation to keep the area free 

Shocker! Co-op vetoes $$$ land sale

These charming neighborhood stores will remain intact 
after residents of 75 Henry St. turned down a developer’s 
$130-million offer to sell them.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a break-up everyone saw 
coming. 

Macy’s closed its Downtown 
parking garage for good last Tues-
day, which means the hulking struc-
ture — and the “Love Letter to 
Brooklyn” poem artist Steve Pow-
ers painted across it four years ago 
— are not long for this world. One 
nearby worker says she’s not sur-
prised — a developer bought the 
property last year — but will be 
still be sad to see the wordy mu-
ral go.

“I think it’s wonderful, but I 
knew it would come down,” said 
Sarah Giller. “With everything go-
ing on with development, it’s inev-
itable that the building was com-
ing down.”

Powers  announced  the closure 
on his Instagram account on Jan. 
12, saying goodbye and  thanking  
the borough for its support.

“Feelings through the ceiling, 
thank you Brooklyn,” wrote Pow-
ers, who  created the piece with a 
team of artists  in 2011, after local 
pols and neighboring businesses  
ordered the retail giant to spruce 
up the eyesore . 

Hundreds of Brooklynites re-
sponded in kind, offering fond 
memories of the giant poem, which 
includes sentiments such as “Born 
busy as a Brooklyn bound B,” and 
“Every street carries us home.”

“So heartbroken to see this go!” 
wrote Christie Colaprico. “Have 
re-read it every night on my walk 
home from work since moving to 
the neighborhood three years ago. 
Thank you for your beautiful art-
work and words.”

Developer Tishman Speyer 
 inked a deal to buy the garage  — 

Downtown Macy’s ‘Love Letter’ mural slated for demolition

along with part of the  cash-strapped  
department store — in August.  

The real-estate firm filed per-
mits to remove the two skyways 
connecting the structure to the de-
partment store last week, and to 
turn the current five-story garage 
into a single-story retail building 

late last year, according to city re-
cords.

This will be the second Down-
town Powers piece to disappear 
in as many years — a developer 
 razed his subway-map-inspired 
work  at Adams and Livingston 
streets last year.

Powers’s polka-dotted sign “All 
I need is you and new shoes” at the 
corner of Fulton and Bond streets 
remains, but may also be endan-
gered —  a developer appears to be 
buying up all the properties on that 
block , though it still hasn’t snapped 
up that specific one yet. 

Writing is on the wall
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg pols must go 
to bat for two run-down neigh-
borhood ballfields by pitching 
in funds and urging the city to 
fix them up, say leaders of a lo-
cal Little League.

Both Roberto Clemente Ball-
field and Sternberg Park are lack-
ing facilities and sporting shoddy, 
worn-out turf that doesn’t drain 
after it rains, leading to soggy sod 
and canceled games during the 
season, according to the league’s 
founder.

“If it rains, I lose the whole 
weekend of baseball,” said Ma-
rio Delgado, who has run the Wil-
liamsburg Sports League for 12 
years. “I don’t have enough dirt 
to even prepare the fields for the 
weekend, and a lot of games get lost 
because I can’t fix the field.”

Sternberg Park, which is at 
Boerum and Larimer streets, has 
had the same turf since 2006, and 
it is now studded with potholes 
— one kid twisted his ankle in 
one of the small ditches during 
a game last summer — and the 
dugouts have no roofs, so kids 
get drenched whenever the skies 
open, said Delgado.

Meanwhile, Roberto Clemente 
Ballfield, at Wythe and Division 
avenues, has had the same turf 
since 1998. It also lacks bathrooms 
— ballplayers at the small water-
front field have to run across the 
street to use facilities at a nearby 
supermarket — and lights for 
night games, said the league’s 
commissioner.

“Our families come to use that 
park, and our kids, and there’s 
no way to use a bathroom,” said 
Tommy Torres.

No-money-ball
Little League: Williamsburg 
fi elds badly need cash, love

Ballplayers who use the Roberto Clemente field are tired of waiting for improvements.
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Both Delgado and Torres say 
they have been trying to convince 
local pols and the city’s parks de-
partment to step up to the plate 
with more money for years with 
nothing but whiffs.

But this season is looking more 
promising — both Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D–Bushwick), who 
represents the district around Stern-
berg Park, and Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Greenpoint), who rep-
resents Clemente, have said they 
will assign some of their coffers 
to the neglected sporting grounds, 
according to Torres.

Levin clarified that no com-
mitments have been made yet, but 
agrees repairs are needed.

Parks officials will meet with 
the Council members over the 
next few months to discuss bud-
gets and plans for the next fiscal 
year, which will kick off July 1, 
and Torres hopes Levin and Rey-
noso swing for the fences on the 
fields’ behalf.

“I want this to become a prior-
ity for them,” he said. “We need 
to come to the table and discuss 
this and analyze this.”

Community boards will also 
have opportunities to submit pro-
posals for the new parks budget.

See CO-OP  on page 4

BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2016 AWP/12 pages • Vol. 39, No. 10 • March 4–10, 2016 • FREEServing Brownstone Brooklyn, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

Your World  — Your News

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

They can’t dig their way out 
of this one.

The Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity will not build a new L train tunnel 
as an alternative to the  extensive re-
pairs of the existing tubes that would 
close the line between the boroughs 
for years , say local pols — claiming 
the atrophying Canarsie Tube is so 
close to collapsing, it may not have 
time to construct another passage-
way before it caves in.

“Before they could complete 
such a project, the problems they 
are anticipating on the L train could 
happen,” said Minna Elias, chief 
of staff to Congresswoman Car-
olyn Maloney (D–New York) last 
Wednesday at the first meeting of 
the L Train Coalition,  a group of 
local businesses rallying to fight 
the closure . “They are concerned 

about safety.”
Transit honchos 

claim the tubes that 
carry passengers be-
tween Williamsburg and 
Manhattan are in im-
mediate need of repair 
due to damage caused 
by Hurricane Sandy in 
2012, said Elias — the 
tunnels and the underlying wiring 
are falling apart after being rav-
aged by salt water, and the author-
ity says concrete could begin rain-
ing down within years.

“What they’re afraid of is there 

could be a derailment 
if cement falls or there 
would be a signal failure 
because they are having 
trouble with running the 
cables,” said Elias.

The authority also 
says it does not have 
the cash for a new tube, 
according to Elias — 

it claims the undertaking would 
cost a $4.5 billion, while repairs 
to the crumbling tubes would fall 
closer to $700 million.

And while the city could cover 
most of the repair costs with left-

over federal funds set aside for 
Sandy fix-ups — a pool of money 
authorities are afraid will dry up 
if not assigned to a project by the 
end of the year — the train reps 
would be on their own if they had 
to conjure the billions for a brand 
new shaft, she said.

But locals insist that digging a 
new tunnel remains the best op-
tion for the L-adjacent commu-
nities, who would suffer during a 
long-term closure, and refused to 
accept the authority crying poor. 
They demanded the city — which 
is  planning to pour $2.5 billion 
into a flashy trolley line  and  $55 
million into extending ferry ser-
vice along the East River  — kick 
in some and implore the Feds to 
preserve the expiring pile of Sandy 
funds, said one local.

“I don’t think we should just ac-
cept the idea that the third tunnel 

isn’t possible,” said Del Teague, a 
member of the chair of the local 
community board’s land-use com-
mittee. “Things can be done if the 
government feels people are going 
to revolt strongly enough.”

The authority is mulling options 
for salvaging the two tubes, said 
Elias — it may halt service entirely 
to get the repairs done in about 
two years, or shut it on nights and 
weekends for up to seven years. 
It is also considering fixing one 
tube at a time, though that would 
reduce service by about 75 percent 
and could take four years.

Elected officials are still push-
ing transit reps to host  a public 
meeting some time in the next 
month  to provide more answers 
to freaking out straphangers and 
local businesses, said Elias, but so 
far the tight-lipped authority has 
refused to commit to a date.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city is bungling its high-stakes 
makeover of a struggling Vinegar Hill 
middle-school, just months after its tone-
deaf attempt to integrate the neighbor-
hood’s elementary school made national 
headlines.

Local parents say they were shocked 
to learn recently that the Department of 
Education is adopting a screening pro-
cess for the Dock Street School — its 
new name and look for MS 313, which it 
is relocating to a sparkling new Dumbo 
condo building this fall. Applications 
were due this week, but the city still 
can’t tell them exactly what its selec-
tion criteria will be, leaving families 
once again fearful they will be pushed 
out of a school that almost exclusively 
serves low-income minority students 
in the area.  

“We’re asking questions and we’re 
not getting answers,” said Faraji Han-
nah-Jones, who is the co-president of 
the parent-teacher association at PS 307 
in Vinegar Hill, which the  city contro-
versially rezoned in January to include 
future students from Dumbo . “I don’t 
think the DOE is being upfront and 
since the rezoning they’ve stopped en-
gaging us.” 

Hannah-Jones says Vinegar Hill par-
ents had been demanding the depart-
ment give priority to kids from PS 307 
when it moves the co-located junior high 
in September.  It is shifting the school 
to make space for the influx of new-
comers the rezoning will bring  — an 
abrupt change  that came under fire for 
ignoring the opinions of local families , 

DISS AND VINEGAR
City again blindsides V’Hill with school changes 
— now junior high will handpick its students

The new Dumbo development where the revamped MS 313 will go.
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many of whom live in the neighboring 
public Farragut Houses complex, and 
ignited  a city-wide debate over school 
segregation .

Nabbing a spot at MS 313 has not 
been a problem before — the school  is 
under-enrolled with only 74 students , 
and is on the state’s “persistently dan-
gerous” list due to reports of violence. 
But the city is  making over  the middle 
school with a new name, specialist sci-
ence and arts curriculum, and fresh fa-
cilities in Brooklyn’s wealthiest nabe, 
 which it unveiled to great fanfare last 
month . 

The redesign appears to be a suc-
cess — the “new” school has already 

received an influx of applications, ac-
cording to David Goldsmith, the pres-
ident of the local community educa-
tion council. 

And PS 307 parents say they were 
excited about the new look and digs, 
too — until they learned through  an 
article published in Chalkbeat  at the 
beginning of February that their off-
spring will not be given priority and 
those who are selected will be hand-
picked from all applicants in the local 
school district — which also includes 
parts of Park Slope, Brooklyn Heights, 
Fort Greene, and Downtown. 

The new school application handbook 
subsequently revealed the screening will 

consider test scores, attendance, and be-
havior — though not how.

“After the rezoning, DOE said ‘Don’t 
worry about it, it’s going to be fine,’” 
said Clifford Dodd, whose son attends 
kindergarten at PS 307. “Now to find out 
that there’s a screening process is really 
frustrating, they never really took any of 
our concerns into consideration.”

A rep for the department claims it 
did engage with the community, and 
based its decision to screen on discus-
sions with locals and elected officials 
— though Hannah-Jones and Dodd 
say it was the first they had heard of it, 
and Council members Steve Levin (D–
Dumbo) and Laurie Cumbo (D–Vine-
gar Hill) refused to comment on their 
involvement. 

“The community decided this was 
the admissions procedure they felt was 
best and we are continuing to work with 
them to implement it,” said department 
spokeswoman Toya Holness. 

Those involved in designing the make-
over insist screening does not mean the 
school will be overrun with rich white 
kids.

Goldsmith — who is part of an advi-
sory group of locals and officials con-
sulting on the new-look school — says 
it is exploring models in other schools 
that screen prospective students precisely 
to include kids who don’t speak Eng-
lish as a first language, or who work 
well in groups, rather than those who 
can ace tests.

“We want a school that could be a 
great fit for a kid who is high achieving 
but also students who are struggling,” 
said Goldsmith.

Nevertheless, the city is still months 
away from deciding on what the exact 
criteria will be, he said — and middle-
school applications were due last Tues-
day. Parents will find out where their 
kids have been accepted in April. 

PS 307 parents Clifford Dodd and Faraji Hannah-Jones say the educa-
tion department ignored Vinegar Hill families when redesigning the 
local middle school.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Bridge Park is flush 
with cash and doesn’t need to build 
any more luxury housing to fi-
nance the sprawling waterfront 
green space, according to a se-
ries of new reports released on 
Monday.

The reports claim the park will 
reap some $800 million in extra 
moolah over the next 50 years, 
proving it doesn’t need to con-
struct its  controversial planned 
towers at Pier 6  — or any other 
buildings — say local activists 
who commissioned the studies 
from real-estate appraisers and 
marine engineers. 

“These reports cast significant 
doubt on whether any develop-
ment at Pier 6 is necessary for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corpora-
tion to achieve its financial objec-
tives,” says a letter from the lead-
ers of civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, and activ-

ist groups People for Green Space 
and Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund to the park’s board 
of directors.

Parks honchos say they need 
to build high-rises on the lot to 
pay for immediate “preventative” 
maintenance of timber piles built 
in the 1950s that hold the pier up 
but are being slowly eaten away 
by tiny shipworms called marine 
borers —  a plan its own engineer-
ing experts say will save money 
in the long run .

But the new analysis by ma-
rine engineering outfit Golden-
rod Blue Associates says that is 
a waste of time and money — it 
could save $90 million by tack-
ling the borers with regular in-
spections like those conducted on 
the Lake Pontchartrain bridges in 
Louisiana, which are also held up 
with timber pillars. 

The study also claims a July 
2015 report on the park’s finances 
used a model inconsistent with 

Department of Finance method-
ology to determine its revenue for 
the next half-century, resulting in 
estimates that vastly undervalue 
its future spending money. 

The park will haul in $22.5 mil-
lion annually from the stores, of-
fice buildings, hotel, and housing 
it has already built, rather than 
the $13.5 million it is predicting, 
according to appraiser Rosin and 
Associates.

And it will become more ap-
parent the park is rolling in dough 
when the tax revenue comes in 
next year, claims an activist and 
financial analyst who assessed the 
studies — he claims projections 
based on the Rosen report show 
the open space will have some 
$800 million in cash to splash 
over the next 50 years.

“It will be very obvious that 
there’s no need to develop Pier 6,” 
said Henry Richmond, who lives 
in a condominium in the park and 
is head of the People for Green 

Space Foundation. “It’s going 
to be undeniable the park is go-
ing to generate excess amounts 
of money.” 

A rep for the park says it is still 
looking at the reports, but main-
tains that it needs to build at Pier 
6 to stop the docks from disap-
pearing down the guts of tiny bugs 
and also stands by its projections, 
which it estimated based on the 
taxes of condominium buildings 
in the area surrounding the park 
— an approach the Department of 
Finances doesn’t take when look-
ing into returns. 

“While some may never ac-
cept it, we’ve exhaustively dem-
onstrated that the Pier 6 project is 
essential to the park’s long-term 
financial stability,” said spokes-
woman Belinda Cape, noting the 
marine engineering expert the ac-
tivists hired is not an expert in wood 
pilings. “To put the financial fu-
ture of a park enjoyed by millions 
at risk — as these groups advocate 

Report: Park has plenty of cash, doesn’t need Pier 6 towers

Money in the banks!

— is simply unacceptable.”
Park honchos are currently 

 awaiting approval  for construc-
tion on towers from the Empire 

State Development — a quasi-gov-
ernment state agency in charge 
of overseeing development in the 
park — though it has stalled its 

vote due to the overwhelming op-
position from residents and local 
pols,  according to a Wall Street 
Journal report .

MTA won’t build brand-new L train tunnel

The transit authority may shut the battered L train tube to 
Manhattan for years of repairs, but won’t entertain the idea 
of building a new one.
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WILLIAMSBURG DEVELOPERS 
ALREADY PLANNING SHUTTLES 

TO DEAL WITH DISRUPTION 
SEE PAGE 9

L

Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos say they need these towers at Pier 6 to pay for the rest of 
the park — but a new report says otherwise.
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THEY WANT YOU!
As primary nears, road to the White House leads through Brooklyn

SUNSET PARK: Hillary Clinton was lay-
ing out her plan to help Latinos when a 
protestor interrupted.
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GREENPOINT: Hipsters flocked to the 
waterfront to cheer Bernie Sanders’s 
plans for weed decriminalization.
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DOWNTOWN: Ted Cruz wooed black 
business leaders by slamming the mini-
mum wage hike. See page 2.
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BAY RIDGE: A staged fight broke out 
when John Kasich stumped with Montel 
Williams in Bay Ridge. See page 2. 
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklynites already know we live in 
the center of the universe, and this week, 
the rest of the country does too. 

Presidential hopefuls Hillary Clinton, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Vermont), Sen. Ted 
Cruz (R–Texas), and Ohio Gov. John Kasich 
— though still no Donald Trump — have 
been canvassing the borough, stumping 
hard in Hasidic bakeries, hipster enclaves, 
and black churches to win over the most 
important voters in the country ahead of 
the April 19 New York Primary. 

And the marathon Borough of Kings 
baby-kissing tour will reach its zenith in 
a debate between Sanders and Clinton at 
Fort Greene’s Navy Yard, taking place as 
The Paper goes to print. 

Missed your chance to catch the candi-
dates in person? Most rallies are announced 
at the last minute, so stay tuned to Brook-
lynPaper.com for announcements.

At least one hopeful is yet to have his 
last Brooklyn hurrah — Midwood na-
tive Sanders will host a rally and concert 
in Prospect Park  on April 17, with ac-
tors Danny Devito and Justin Long, and 
a performance from borough rock band 
Grizzly Bear. 

Bernie Sanders rally and concert at 
Prospect Park’s Nethermead (enter 
at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, www.
berniesanders.com), April 17 at 3 pm, 
doors open at noon. RSVP online.

The last pitch

SPECIAL EXTENDED HOURS!

N American & 
European 
Laminate from

50+ 
VARIETIES

Prefinished  
Hardwood from

150+ 
VARIETIES

sq ft

$1.79
Vinyl Plank 
Flooring from

15+ 
VARIETIES

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. *See store for details. Our South Hackensack, NJ store is closed on Sundays.

29¢
sq ft

with underlayment 
purchase*

59¢sq ft

Prefinished  
STRAND Bamboo from

30+ 
VARIETIES

ONCE-A-YEAR HARDWOOD FLOORING CLEARANCE!

As flooring experts we care too much to sell anything 
but the SAFEST & HIGHEST QUALITY FLOORING

89¢
sq ftAPRIL

SALE

Our 13th Annual 
FAMOUS 

April 14-18

Plus store-only DEALS, small lots and odd lots

On purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from April 14-18, 2016.  
*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  See store for details.

24 MONTHS  
FINANCING AVAILABLE*

New York, NY 
(347) 286-7552

New York, NY 
(212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY 
(347) 527-7664 

Staten Island, NY 
(917) 426-0580

Bronx, NY 
(347) 773-2075

Yonkers, NY 
(914) 595-1411

S Hackensack, NJ 
(201) 343-5255 

Union, NJ 
(908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ 
(908) 259-4170

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Protesters picketed Hillary Clinton’s 
Latino-focused rally at Industry City 
on April 9, with one activist disrupt-
ing the event claiming the Sunset Park 
manufacturing complex did not repre-
sent the community and is a gentrify-
ing force that will lead to neighborhood 
Latinos’ displacement.

“Go to the park, go to Chinatown — 
there’s a lot of other places she could be!” 
said a woman who shouted as Clinton 
took the stage at the event. “This is not 
Sunset Park, which is not for sale!”

Security dragged the woman out as 
the crowd drowned her out by chanting 
Hillary’s name.

The woman was a member of local 
social justice group Uprose, which dem-
onstrated outside, but her “comments 
and actions [inside the rally] were made 
on her own,” according to the group’s 
executive director, Elizabeth Yeampi-
erre said. Uprose demonstrators outside 
had left by the time the woman made 
her display, she said.

The complex — home to  hip food-
makers ,  Manhattan-fleeing fashionistas , 
and tech companies — is  in the midst 
of a  $1 billion redevelopment  that de-

tractors charge will raise property taxes 
and rents in the neighborhood, pushing 
out long-time residents.

But Industry City’s owners said in 
November that half of the 4,000 employ-
ees working for its tenants  are people 
of color and live in the neighborhood . 
Owners recently  opened a public job-
training center there  and  host free cul-
tural events . 

One Dominican supporter said Clinton 
is the obvious choice for Latinos.

“I know a lot of people who say like 
‘Oh well she’s white,’ but to me she’s 
still a person, and she can still relate to 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

He lived in Brooklyn before it was 
cool.

Hundreds of hipsters packed into 
Greenpoint’s Transmitter Park late last 
Friday afternoon to hear 74-year-old 
presidential hopeful Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(I–Vermont) deliver his democratic so-
cialist sentiments. The silver-haired sep-
tuagenarian may not share their fashion 
sense or social media savvy, but one lo-
cal pol says his blunt-tawking old crank 
image really speaks to the kids, who 
hate nothing more than a poser.

“Young people really value authen-
ticity,” said Nick Rizzo, the 30-year-
old male Democratic district leader of 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint, who has 
been volunteering with the campaign. 
“Whatever you say about him, he’s re-
ally real — he’s said the same critiques 
for 30, 40 years.”

The Midwood-born senator played 

to the youthful crowd of around 2,000, 
speaking about student debt, queer 
equality, the environment, and mari-
juana decriminalization — which elic-
ited particularly strong cheers from 
the bearded masses — just hours af-
ter reminiscing about playing  punch-
ball  as a boy  at a seperate rally out-
side his childhood home . 

The audience then mobbed Sand-
ers as he left the stage to the strains 
of David Bowie’s “Starman,” chasing 
 the 1950s James Madison High School 
track star  for selfies as he shuffled to-
wards his awaiting sports utility vehi-
cle  to jet off for a performance  of hip-
hop musical “Hamilton.” 

Beforehand, actress Susan Sarandon 

Lati-no she didn’t!
Hill’s Hispanic rally venue draws gentrifi cation protest

The heckler, left, panned Clin-
ton’s choice of venue — Industry 
City — because some see it as a 
gentrifying force that will lead to 
local Latinos’ displacement.
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Rep. Nydia Velazquez introduces Clinton to the crowd, and says the 
candidate is the right choice for Latino voters.
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See CLINTON  on page 9

Hipsters give Bernie rock-star reception

Boerum Hill residents George Robbins and son Maccabee were sell-
ing Nets-inspired Bernie gear.
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escapes to catch a glimpse.  
One young creative said she hadn’t 

been planning to vote at all a year ago, 
but Sanders had since won her over with 
his Millennial-friendly message of free 
higher education and healthcare.

“As an artist, he’s speaking to me and 
my generation,” said Madalyne Ger-
aldine, 29, who came with a spray-
painted sign featuring Sanders sport-
ing a third eye.

But it wasn’t all youngsters — many 
older fans also showed up to cheer on 
their peer, with one saying the candi-
date’s message of compassion and equal-
ity is a quality oldsters can get behind 
in their advancing years. 

“A lot of people my age don’t have 
many more tricks left in their hats and 
have to focus on who will care about 
people as president of the United 
States,” said a 74-year-old Brooklyn 
Heights man who identified himself 
only as Sunny. “He cares about people.”
 — with Ruth Brown

and 31-year-old Councilman Rafael Es-
pinal (D–Bushwick) — one of the few 
elected officials in New York to have en-
dorsed Sanders over rival Hillary Clin-
ton — warmed up the audience mem-
bers, who lined up down the block for 
hours and gathered on rooftops and fire 

The view from Transmitter Park 
offered a picturesque backdrop 
for the rally.
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BUT HOW DID SANDERS 
DO ON HIS OLD BLOCK? 

SEE PAGE 2
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City and state officials went behind 
the backs of residents and local pols in 
a failed “back-room” deal to green-light 
more apartments in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, say activists who now believe their 
only recourse to stop the controversial 
development is to sue.

The secretive agreement  came to light 
after state development officials pulled 
out of it at the last minute on May 17 , 
citing questionable donations the proj-
ect’s developer made to Mayor DeBla-
sio. But the city says it plans to plow 
ahead with the buildings anyway, and 
locals say litigation may now be the 
only way stop them.

“They lied to us, they deceived us, 
we have no choice,” said Judi Francis, 
president of Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund, which led a failed suit to 
ban private development in the park 
in 2007. 

Under the terms of  a 2015 settle-
ment of another lawsuit , the city was 
supposed to gain the approval of the 
Gov. Cuomo-controlled Empire State 
Development Corporation to build  two 
high-rises near Pier 6 , but the agency 
had been  withholding its thumbs-up 
for months citing residents’ and pols’ 
objections . 

City and Bridge Park bigwigs claim 
they need the towers to fund the ongo-

ing maintenance of the park, but the 
activists  commissioned an indepen-
dent audit  that claims the meadow is 
already flush with cash and more con-
struction would violate its mandate to 
only build the bare minimum it needs 
to stay solvent.

The locals say they were “astonished 
and dismayed” to learn this week that 
the two administrations had been qui-
etly hashing out a deal all along, with no 
apparent attempt to consult with them 
or consider their report.

A coalition of local pols opposed 
to the development, including Coun-
cilmen Steve Levin (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) and Brad Lander (D–Cob-
ble Hill), state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), and Assembly-
woman Jo Ann Simon (D–Carroll Gar-
dens) was also in the dark, according 
to a rep for Levin.

State honchos delayed the deal claim-
ing they want more time to probe dona-
tions developer Ral Companies made 
just weeks before scoring the Pier 6 
contract, as well as the involvement of 
its lobbyist James Capalino — a close 
DeBlasio ally — and investor China 
Vanke, which is also embroiled in  a 
scandal over the sale  of a Manhattan 
nursing home.

But city leaders denied any conflict 
of interest — labeling the investigation 
a “smokescreen” — and said they can 

and will just go ahead without the state’s 
okay, as the settlement only asked them  
to “seek” its approval for some modifi-
cations to an earlier plan for the build-

ings, including the addition of below-
market-housing. 

“We intend to move ahead with this 
project, with or without the state,” said 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen.
An Empire State Development rep 

acknowledged the city may actually be 
able to do that if it doesn’t make the mod-

ifications, but slammed the mayor for 
trying to go it alone with ethical ques-
tions still hanging.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A dry summer is in the forecast 
for this Williamsburg club.

Police  caught  massive pop-up 
nightclub the Brooklyn Mirage 
serving alcohol without a liquor 
license at its first event of the sea-
son on Saturday night, just six 
months after its organizer tried 
to hold a rave in a toxic Green-
point factory — and authorities 
say the company’s latest irrespon-
sible stunt could cost it the chance 
to ever serve booze again.

“Selling without a permit would 
absolutely have a negative impact 
on any future applications for per-
mits or for liquor licenses,” said 
State Liquor Authority spokes-
man William Crowley. 

The club’s creator, City Fox, 
 infamously planned a Halloween 
bash inside the old NuHart Plastics 
building  — a Superfund cleanup 
site with dangerous chemicals but 
no sprinkler system — last year, 
before firefighters pulled the plug 
at the last minute. 

This time, cops let the event 
continue, but confiscated all the 
booze at the discotheque — a 
6,000-person outdoor venue in 
an industrial lot at Stewart Avenue 
and Meserole Street where City 
Fox plans to hold events all sum-
mer — and issued the company 
with a summons for unlicensed 
sale of alcohol, according to a Po-
lice Department spokesman.

Crowley said the liquor au-
thority hasn’t received any li-

cense applications for the site, 
though Greenpoint watering hole 
One Stop Beer Shop — which 
ran the bar at  Brooklyn Mirage’s 
2015 iteration on Scott Avenue 
and Randolph Street  — unsuc-
cessfully applied for “special-
event” permits to serve at 10 of 
the club’s planned parties, includ-
ing Saturday’s. 

The authority rejected the ap-
plication on May 13, writing in 
its response that a self-described 
“three-month pop-up club” is not 
what catering permits are for, and 
admitting that it shouldn’t have 
issued them for last year’s Mi-
rage, either.

One Stop Beer Shop also suc-
cessfully scored a special-event 
permit for the NuHart rave — a 

fact that local residents and pols 
were livid about when they finally 
learned of the party, as those li-
censes don’t require any commu-
nity consultation.

Organizers did take the first 
step in applying for a liquor li-
cense earlier this month, appear-
ing at a Community Board 1 meet-
ing on May 11 and asking for its 
blessing. 

But members — who have pre-
viously  griped about last year’s 
Mirage for being loud and un-
ruly  — told them their applica-
tion was too vague, and to come 
back for its liquor license com-
mittee’s meeting on May 24 with 
more details, according to  a DNA 
Info report . 

Cops bust unlicensed bar
Same outfi t that organized failed toxic-warehouse rave

Last year’s Brooklyn Mirage (pictured) had a license to serve hooch — but this year’s does 
not, and police busted its first event of the season.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They don’t want a gravy 
train.

The city must design  its 
$2.5-billion Sunset Park–to–
Queens streetcar line  to help 
the borough’s neediest, not rich 
white yuppies, Brooklynites said 
at public forum in Red Hook last 
Tuesday night. 

“I don’t know if the $2-billion 
investment should just make it 
easier to go to a brewery or to go 
get brunch in Williamsburg, and 
it kind of feels like that’s what 
their motivation is,” said Ross Joy, 
who lives in Windsor Terrace and 
works in Red Hook. 

Joy was one of dozens of Kings 
County residents who came to 
share their ideas with city reps 
at the borough’s first so-called 
“visioning session” for the trol-
ley, which many have criticized 
as  a boondoggle for the waterfront 
developers  who initially lobbied 
for the service. 

DeBlasio  has pushed back 
against that characterization , 
stressing the 40,000 public hous-

Residents to city: Streetcar can’t be amenity for rich people

Who’s DeBlasio’s trolley really for?

ing residents who will live along 
the line when the tram starts run-
ning in 2024 — but Joy and oth-
ers said he needs to put his money 

where his mouth is by creating a 
route with their needs in mind.

“Racial equity means that we 
don’t keep building the same sys-

tems based on white preference 
or white taste,” he said. “Let’s 
see that it’s based on being con-
nected to property lines of NY-
CHA developments.”

Attendees — who broke off 
into groups for discussions, then 
presented their ideas to the rest 
of the room — also agreed the 
streetcar needs to link up with 
ferry and subway stops and in-
clude free transfers to other modes 
of transportation. 

“We ought to be able to get 
anywhere in the metropolitan 
area with a single ticket,” said 
Roy Howell, who lives in Car-
roll Gardens and claims to have 
ridden on more than 30 streetcar 
systems around the world. 

City honchos  admitted in Feb-
ruary that  riders may have to pay a 
second fare when switching from 
the tram to their forthcoming ferry 
service — as well as the state-con-
trolled subway and bus system — 
 and that  many of the tram’s sub-

A rendering from a lobby group for the streetcar shows the 
trolley gliding through Red Hook.
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See PARTY  on page 4

way “transfers” will actually be 
up to a quarter-mile away.

A spokesman said at that time 
that it is negotiating with the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-

ity for the gratis switches, but has 
yet to announce a deal.

City officials say they’ll host 
more of the feedback-gathering 
sessions before designing and an-

nouncing the route in 2018.
They plan to begin construc-

tion —  which could involve build-
ing two entirely new bridges  — 
the following year. 

Attendees at the streetcar forum got together in groups to discuss their preferred routes 
— and other ideas and concerns.
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Pier 6 isn’t the only Downtown development with ques-
tionable ties to Mayor DeBlasio.

Federal and state investigators are now probing 
the sale and redevelopment of the Brooklyn Heights 
Library, which was sold to a close pal of Hizzoner’s 
in late 2014 for $52 million, despite several other 
builders reportedly offering more money, a New 

York Post report claims.
And locals are also asking questions about the mayor’s 

involvement in a controversial housing complex planned for 
the site of the old Long Island College Hospital complex in 
Cobble Hill, whose developer is employing several lobby-
ists close to DeBlasio.

Here is a look at the three projects in question:

Big buildings and bigger bucks
Downtown plans put DeBlasio under the microscope

Pier 6
What: Two towers — one 14 stories, one 29 — 

inside Brooklyn Bridge Park.
Developer: Ral Companies
What is raising eyebrows: Ral’s 

lobbyist James Capalino, who has rep-
resented the organization that runs pro-
gramming in the park in the past, do-
nated $5,000 to DeBlasio’s now defunct 
cheerleading operation the Campaign 
for One New York in April 2015 then 
another $10,000 in May — right before the city 
awarded Ral the park contract, according to  a Cap-
ital New York report. Ral also gave $10,000 to the 
Campaign in May. 

Probe: The state Empire State Development 
Corporation is looking into it.

Brooklyn Heights Library
What: A new library branch and a 32-story hous-

ing tower.
Developer: Hudson Companies
What is raising eyebrows: 

Hudson Companies’ founder David 
Kramer is a close friend of DeBlasio’s, 
and he and the project’s architect Jon-
athan Marvel held several fund-raising 
events for Hizzoner during his may-
oral election campaign. Hudson do-
nated $5,000 to the Campaign for One New York 
in early 2014.

Probe: U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara and Man-
hattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance have report-
edly subpoenaed several of the losing bidders for 
the contract.

Long Island College Hospital
What: A massive housing complex with towers 

of up to 35 stories, and a new emergency room.
Developer: Fortis Property Group
What is raising eyebrows: DeBlasio initially 

fought the closure and sale of the hospital, but after 
Capalino began representing buyer Fortis Property 
Group, the Campaign for One New York sent out a 
letter to residents endorsing the developer’s plan for 
the site. Fortis is also employing consulting firm Hill-
top Public Solutions for its “community outreach” — 
a company founded by Nicholas Baldick, who mas-
terminded DeBlasio’s mayoral victory and is one of 
five consultants the mayor recently decreed an “agent 
of the city” to stop the public from accessing com-
munication between them.

Probe: Not that we know of.

PIER NIX!
Activists: We’ll sue to stop more 
Park towers after city-state 
‘back-room’ deal bombshell

See PIER  on page 3

Capalino Kramer

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN
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Brooklyn Bridge Park has fired the 
engineering company behind the long-
shuttered Squibb Park Bridge and is su-
ing the firm to cover the costs of rede-
signing and repairing the span. 

Park operators filed a $3-million suit 
against design and engineering firm 
HNTB last Friday morning, claiming 
the company created an “inherently 
flawed” design that became “unsta-
ble” and “deformed,” then failed to fix 
it for more than 17 months.

“As a result of HNTB’s contractual 
and professional failures, the bridge had 
to be closed and repaired, at great cost to 
BBP and the public,” the suit reads.

The park  opened  the taxpayer-funded 
pathway — a bouncy bridge that con-
nects Brooklyn’s Front Yard and the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade — in 
late 2012, but  fenced it off  in August 
2014 after it allegedly became unsta-
ble, giving pedestrians a little too much 
spring in their step.

Officials initially said the span — 
designed by famed engineer Ted Zoli 
— would be back in action in spring 
2015, but  repeatedly pushed back the 
opening date  while neighbors became 
frustrated by the delays and the park’s 
refusal to explain what was wrong and 
when it would return. 

Park honchos finally shed some 
light on the situation when announc-
ing the suit at a board meeting on Fri-
day morning.

The corporation has now promoted 
Arup Group — the engineering firm 
that was initially hired to review the 
bridge — to take over the repairs in 
conjunction with the city’s transporta-
tion department, said park bigwig Re-
gina Myer. 

It will take another six months for 
Arup to draw up its proposal to resus-
citate the footbridge, and the board will 
then have to vote on the new plans before 
work can begin, Myer said. The new re-
pairs are expected to cost $516,000.

But one local pol demanded more 
answers about what went wrong and 
when the bridge will return, slamming 
the corporation for its lack of transpar-
ency over the past year and a half.

“This community amenity is still 
closed and there is not a clear path to 
reopening it,” said state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights),  who 
has been pushing the park to offer an-
swers for months . “The lack of transpar-
ency over the time that this is outlined 
is also disturbing. It is critical we get 

Bridge Park fi res, sues Squibb Bridge creator

HARD BOUNCE

(Above) The Squibb Bridge to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park shortly be-
fore its opening in 2013. It closed 
in 2014 and has remained off-
limits ever since. (Left) MacArthur 
Genius awardee Ted Zoli, who 
designed the $4.9-million foot-
bridge, on site in 2012.
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assurance that this will change.” 
Myer claimed the semi-private park 

body cannot release more details due to 
the lawsuit, but said it will issue a report 
on the steps taken to ensure the bridge 
is safe upon its reopening. 

HNTB did not return a request for 
comment.P
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From front, Norman the dog, 11-year-old Jessie Principe, and 12-year-olds Piper McGraw and Mira 
Principe hit the slopes in Prospect Park on Saturday.
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By The Brooklyn Paper 
Snow Day Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about playing the angles!
Brooklynites skied, sledded, and 

snowboarded through the borough 
on Saturday, after Winter Storm Jo-
nas dumped 27 inches of snow on the 
borough.

Officials ordered drivers to stay off 
the roads during the day-long blizzard, 
but that didn’t stop Kings County adven-
turers from hitting the streets via alter-
nate modes of transportation in order to 
enjoy the fresh coating of powder.

The squall was New York’s second-
largest snowstorm on record, accord-
ing to the National Weather Service 
— just falling short of an epic white-
out in February 2006.

Williamsburg logged the highest 
snow haul in the borough, with the 
Service recording 29 inches there.

On with the snow!
Brooklyn shovels out from near-record blizzard

Mike Monaco, janitor at PS 107 in Park Slope, plows the basketball 
court. The storm dumped more than two feet on the borough.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re shoring it up!
A developer just bought Co-

ney Island’s long-neglected Shore 
Theater and plans to restore the 
90-year-old landmark to its for-
mer glory, a source close to the 
real-estate firm said.

“The people of Coney Island 
can start looking forward to an 
amazing theater,” the source 
said.

Jasmine Bullard, daughter of 
People’s Playground land baron 
Horace Bullard, sold the icon to 
Pye Properties for $20 million 

last week, the Coney Island Blog 
 first reported .

Representatives from Pye 
would neither confirm nor deny 
the sale, but it plans to announce 
the sale soon, according to our 
source.

The blog’s founder spoke with 
a manager at Pye, who said pro-
gramming will return the theater 
to its vaudeville roots.

“He said they want to bring it 
back to what it once was, which 
was live entertainment,” said Mi-
chael Quinn.

The rebirth bodes well for the 

SHORE THING
Developers buy landmarked 
Coney theater, plan revival

New owners Pye Properties will restore the long-lan-
guishing entertainment house.
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See SHORE  on page 4

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a trash-tag. 
A Park Slope school has been 

cultivating a permanent pile of 
garbage on its Fourth Street side-
walk for several years, and the 
mound of rubbish has become so 
notorious, there is now a Twitter 
account dedicated to document-
ing the sight — not to mention 
the smell.

“It stinks,” said the 25-year Park 
Slope resident behind the  Twitter 
handle Park Slope Pile , who spoke 
with the paper on the condition of 
anonymity. “It gets so big, cars run 
over bags blown off the pile.”

The social media watchdog 
posts regular photos of the pile out-
side the John Jay Educational Cam-
pus at Seventh Avenue — which 
houses the Secondary School for 
Law, the Secondary School for 
Journalism, Park Slope Collegiate, 
and Millennium Brooklyn High 
School — where janitors toss their 
detritus directly onto the street, 
according to locals.

The waste is usually dumped 
in plastic garbage bags, but of-
ten doesn’t stay that way, accord-
ing to one guy who lives directly 
across from the heap — the bags 
frequently rip open, covering the 
road in litter and sending streams 
of liquid “goo” flowing past the 
curb, he said.

Park Slope garbage pile so notorious it has dedicated Twitter account

Talking — and tweeting — trash

“Sometimes it’s food, and some-
times it’s flowing down the street 
as a bunch of mixed up goo,” said 
Stuart Warner, who has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1988.  

The school is allowed to leave 
bags of trash on the pavement on 

Tuesday and Friday evenings in 
anticipation of pickups the fol-
lowing day, said a Department 
of Sanitation spokeswoman. But 
neighbors say the putrid pyramid 
is basically perennial, and typi-
cally returns as quickly as it is 

hauled away. 
The pile is so persistent, it is 

also memorialized in other on-
line mediums — the scrap heap 
is visible in every Google Street 
View photo at the address dating 
back to 2007.

Neighbors claim complaints to 
the schools, 311, and other city 
agencies have not made a differ-
ence. 

One community leader says he 
worked with education and sanita-
tion officials two years ago to find 
an appropriate place for a dump-
ster outside the campus after field-
ing numerous complaints about 
the mound. But they couldn’t lo-
cate enough space for a trash re-
ceptacle, and so the pavement pile 
remains. 

“There just isn’t room for it,” 
said Community Board 6 district 
manager Craig Hammerman.

The situation is starting to smell 
like a double standard, say neigh-
bors — if a home or store dealt 
with their trash the same way, the 
sanitation department would lay 
down the law.  

“It shouldn’t be there just be-
cause it’s a school,” said Pete Col-
gan, who lives nearby on Fifth 
Street, and attended John Jay in 
the 1950s. “If it was me, or any-
body else, we’d get a ticket.”

A Department of Education 
spokeswoman said only that it 
would dedicate extra training, 
support, and resources to the 
schools’ custodial staff, and that 
the agency would work with san-
itation to address the neighbor-
hood’s concerns.

Park Slope resident and John Jay High School alumnus Pete Colgan says his former school 
needs to clean up its act, and that if it were anybody but a school, the offender would be 
getting fines aplenty for throwing trash on the street.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They cantilever it alone any lon-
ger! 

The city must act now to repair the 
past-its-prime highway that hangs be-
low the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, 
before it is too late, a revered transpor-
tation expert told The Brooklyn Paper 
this week.

“Gridlock” Sam Schwartz said con-
crete on the so-called triple-cantilever 
portion of the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway — an engineering marvel 
that is more than  10 years past its in-
tended lifespan  — is crumbling, expos-
ing the steel-mesh underbelly to corro-
sion. If that happens, lanes will have 
to be closed and reconstruction work 
accelerated.

“It’s time the city and state got to 
work on it,” said the former New York 
City traffic commissioner.

Schwartz worked with the city in 2009 
on a plan to reconstruct the 1.5-mile road-
way that curves around Brooklyn Heights, 
but the state killed the project when it 
pulled funding in 2011  after deciding the 
overhaul was too expensive .

A spokeswoman for the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation said it is in the 
early stages of the reconstruction pro-
cess and is evaluating the structure, but 
added it is too early to guess the price tag 
and timeline. It will start reaching out to 
local stakeholders in the coming weeks 
to provide updates on the planning pro-
cess, she said. She refused to say who 
will pay for the project, but a  response 
to the local community board’s budget 
requests  says approval is dependent on 
sufficient federal and state funds. 

Schwartz estimated the gargantuan 

ROCKY ROAD!
Gridlock Sam: BQE repairs must happen soon

 construct a tunnel from 
Carroll Gardens to Wil-
liamsburg .

Schwartz said it is un-
likely residents will ever 
get their dream tunnel, 
though, since the cash-
strapped city wouldn’t 
have enough money to pay 
for the pricey project.

Folks want to make sure 
the transportation depart-
ment integrates Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — which 
wasn’t around when the 
cantilever was designed in the 1940s — 
in its plans and creates an access point 
to the water, says a leader of the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, who met with 
the transportation department in Octo-

ber about the project.
The Brooklyn–Queens  

Expressway is no  Pan-
theon  and wasn’t de-
signed to stand the test 
of time, he said. 

“I don’t think any struc-
ture is built with a useful 
life that long,” said Peter 
Bray, who is the executive 
director of the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. “I 
think there’s little ques-
tion that a major overhaul 
is due.” 

Before it gets to work on the new 
passage that runs underneath the fa-
bled Brooklyn Heights Promenade, the 
city will also have to figure out a way 
to reroute the thousands of cars that 

travel the important connector each 
day, which will also require extensive 
community input. 

A rep for the transportation depart-
ment said it conducts regular inspec-
tions on the cantilever and commut-
ers are safe.

The Heights Association announced 
at its  annual meeting last month  there’s 
enough money in the bank to begin work 
on the massive revamp and it will com-
mence talks with the city about the 
lengthy reconstruction process soon. The 
Promenade and the highway beneath, 
which opened in the early 1950s, were 
built to last 50 years and construction 
on their new incarnation is not likely to 
begin for at least a decade — by which 
time they will be nearly 40 years past 
their prime. 

The Brooklyn Heights Promenade and the highway beneath it is an engineering marvel seriously in need 
of repair, says “Gridlock” Sam Schwartz.

renewal will cost upwards of $500 mil-
lion. 

Locals involved in the last round of 
planning say someone must do some-
thing about the crumbling roadway that 
carries more than 160,000 cars each day 
 before something terrible happens . 

“It’s such an integral part of the trans-
portation network in Brooklyn that we 

can’t wait for failure,” said Rob Perris, 
who is the district manager of Commu-
nity Board 2. “We have to be proactive 
about planning for either its repair or 
replacement.” 

Perris said the transportation depart-
ment met with community members last 
time around, and people were keen to 
demolish the cantilever altogether and 

FIXING 
the BQE
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Over 60 years old

— but built to last?

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

They want you to feel the Bern 
— in your mouth!

A Greenpoint hot-sauce com-
pany is rolling out a special Ber-
nie Sanders-themed edition of 
their potent artisanal brew, pack-
ing the burn of social justice and 
chili peppers in one bite — and 
the borough’s many socialist 
spice-seekers are all over it, say 
the craftsmen.

“The kind of people who buy an 
artisanal hot sauce made in Brook-
lyn are also the kind of people 
who support Bernie Sanders,” said 
Chris Tart, co-founder of Tango 
Chile Sauce. “We felt like it aligned 
with our customers, who tend to 
be young liberals.”

The Tango taste-makers are 
slapping the Democratic candi-

date’s face on their hottest carrot-
based chili sauce for as long as he 
manages to stay in the race, and 
are donating $1 of every $10 bot-
tle sold to the Sanders campaign 
— the hope is to keep the sauce 
flowing all the way into Novem-
ber, said Tart. 

The candidate and the sauce 
are both Brooklyn-born prod-
ucts — while Bernie hails from 
Midwood, his Tango alter-ego is 

brewed and bottled in a Red Hook 
kitchen, then labeled and shipped 
out of the entrepreneurs’ Green-
point apartment.

But while the borough’s left-
leaning sauce consumers love 
the spicy propaganda — the Ber-
nie bottles have quickly become 
best-sellers, said Tart — some 
right-wing trolls have called into 
question just how much the sauce-
makers sympathize with the can-

didate’s push for so-called wealth 
redistribution.

“There are a few snickers,” he 
said. “Some people are asking, ‘If 
I buy this, does that mean it goes 
to somebody else’s house?’ ”

But the liberal sauce-makers 
are not about to put out a hot Re-
publican alternative to appease the 
haters — although the thought of 
tacking a Trump label onto a bot-
tle of the orange-tinted product 
is almost too good to pass up, 
said Tart. 

“He has orange hair, so it would 
actually work,” he said. “We could 
put a toupee on the bottle.”

Spice-loving Bernie supporters 
can now buy the limited-edition 
sauce online at http://tangochile
sauce.com, and may soon be able 
to pick it up in some local gro-
ceries.

Getting hot with Bernie
Finally! An artisanal chili sauce good enough for socialists

Tango Chile Sauce founders Dan Frieber and Chris Tart are selling special Bernie Sanders-
themed bottles of their hottest sauce to raise awareness and funds for their candidate of 
choice’s presidential campaign.
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HOW ‘TRUMP’ MASSAGES 
BENEFIT SANDERS

BUSHWICK WAVES THE FLAG
SEE PAGE 14

BROOKLYN’S BERNIE FEVER!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They really know how to make 
an entrance!

A Downtown developer has 
built a brand-new subway en-
trance into the side of its Wil-
loughby Street high-rise, and resi-
dents say they can’t wait to set foot 
on the luxury amenity.

“It looks pretty and clean,” said 
Nicole, who lives in the new Ava 
DoBro tower at Bridge Street — 
which also boasts  a heated dog 
run  and  an espresso bar .

Developer Avalon Bay has cre-
ated a spacious 10-foot-wide stair-
case and elevator leading to Jay 
Street–MetroTech — which it paid 
for out of its own pocket, accord-
ing to the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority — where both res-
idents and the unwashed masses 

will soon be able to head directly 
down to the R platform, or connect 
to the A, C, and F trains. 

In the halcyon days of the sub-
way system, major buildings often 
sported their own doors to the sub-
terranean transit system — there 
used to be one inside Macy’s on Ful-
ton Mall, Borough Hall once led di-
rectly into the Brooklyn Municipal 
Building, and you can still access 
Atlantic Terminal from inside the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank tower 
— but this is the first new Down-
town development in recent mem-
ory with its own gateway.

Commuters  have long be-
moaned the gritty, narrow stair-
cases leading to and from the R 
platform  formerly known as Law-
rence Street station. The transit au-
thority connected it up  to the Jay 
Street stops in 2010 , but the direct 

Stop and stair
Luxury development builds 
a new entrance to subway

exits remain pokey and shabby, 
even as the combined complex has 
grown from 38,000 daily users in 
2011 to 41,000 in 2014.

Straphangers across the borough 
have been clamoring for the tran-
sit authority to  create more subway 
entrances  or  reopen closed ones  as 
ridership has spiked across the sys-
tem, with only  limited success .

But the privately-funded portal 
at Willoughby and Bridge streets 

could set a new precedent, and 
the transportation authority  says 
it is already pushing the city  to 
force developers into paying for 
upgrades to nearby stations when 
their new buildings flood them 
with riders.

Neither the transit authority nor 
the developer would say when the 
new entrance will be open, but 
an Ava DoBro employee said it 
should be soon.

Developer Avalon Bay Communities built this new subway 
entrance at the corner of Bridge and Willoughby streets 
outside the Ava DoBro building.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 L
au

re
n 

G
ill

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This art stinks!
Fans of a Carroll Gardens 

park are looking for local art-
ists to gussy up the green space 
by creating some new designs 
to cover its metal garbage cans. 
Carroll Park’s trash receptacles 
have been sporting artworks 
for a decade, and locals say the 
lick of paint makes a big dif-
ference.

“It makes something utili-
tarian look very special,” said 
Katia Kelly of volunteer group 
Friends of Carroll Park, which 
keeps the Carroll and Court 

Art in 
trash
Park’s bins to 
get new look

Friends of Carroll Park members Katia Kelly and Gary Dolan 
are looking for artists to paint the park’s new trash cans.
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See TRASH  on page 4
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residents and workers said they 
still hadn’t heard anything — just 
rumors from their neighbors — 
which is only contributing to the 
confusion. 

An employee at one of the busi-
nesses on the chopping block says 
he and his colleagues did get a let-
ter — though only after a News-

Fifth Avenue @ 45th street
New York City

FREE + FUN EVENTS
APRIL 25 - APRIL 29

see pg.5 for details

By Madeline Anthony
Brooklyn Paper

Bushwick residents living un-
derneath part of the M line will 
lose their homes for at least six 
months next year when the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity boots them out during repairs 
to the subway tracks above — but 
some are worried the move will 
be more permanent.  

The agency says it will tempo-
rarily relocate residents and busi-
nesses during the work, but it is 
also offering to buy the buildings 
outright, and one resident predicts 
panic amongst long-time tenants 
who face losing their cheap digs 
under the rumbling rails in the in-
creasingly pricey nabe.

“It’s gonna create a bit of a cri-
sis,” said Whitney Fink, who has 
lived in a row house on Ditmars 

Street, between Myrtle Avenue 
and Broadway, for five years but 
says she’s more worried for her 
neighbors. “I know if I was look-
ing for an apartment right now 
around here, I wouldn’t be able 
to afford it.” 

Many residents only learned 
the bad news after  a Newsday 
report  on Sunday revealed the 
agency plans to clear residential 
and commercial buildings at the 
triangle of Myrtle Avenue, Broad-
way and Ditmars Street for six to 
10 months — “but potentially lon-
ger” — starting in June of 2017, 
 while it demolishes and rebuilds 
the century-old s-shaped elevated 
tracks . 

The transit body confirmed the 
news on Monday and claimed that 
it has already made “initial con-
tact” with those affected, but many 

Deep  -pact
MTA to boot Bushwickians 
from homes during repairs

M

Jarad Needham from Harvest Cyclery on Myrtle Avenue is 
one of the few people to have received a letter from the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority about its plans to 
boot everyone on the block out while it does repairs.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

There is light at the end of the 
tunnel — followed by years of 
darkness.

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority will host a public 
meeting on May 5 where it will 
finally offer L-train commuters 
details of its plans to close the 
line’s connection to Manhattan 
for years of repairs, which it now 

says will likely start in 2019.
Transit honchos say they 

will outline the current patch-
up proposals, listen to commut-
ers’ gripes, and answer people’s 
questions during the forum at the 
Marcy Avenue Armory — a stark 
contrast  to the last summit in Jan-
uary , when the crowd turned on 
an official who refused to give 
any details,  shortly after news of 
the looming closure broke .

The authority is reportedly 
considering at least three ap-
proaches for fixing the Hurricane 
Sandy–related damage threaten-
ing to atrophy the so-called Ca-
narsie Tube, according to pols 
and their flacks who have been 
speaking to the agency. 

One is to shut both shafts in-
side the tunnel completely, which 
could allow it to get the repairs 
done in around two years. An-

There’ll be  to pay

RIVER OF TEARS

MTA promises closure plans at May 5 meeting

L

other is to close one tube at a 
time, which would reduce ser-
vice by about 75 percent and 
take closer to four years. The 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Tanks for nothing!
The city is going ahead with 

its controversial plan to seize 
land along the Gowanus Ca-
nal and use it to house giant 
sewage tanks needed for the 
cleanup of the toxic waterway, 
rejecting  an earlier plan from 
the Feds to dig up the Double 
D pool in Thomas Greene Park  
and stick them under there. But 
local environmentalists say it 
will have to excavate the cher-
ished watering hole anyway — 
as the soil underneath is con-
taminated with coal tar — and 
buying more property will just 
waste money and time while the 
fetid body of water continues 
to stink up the rapidly devel-
oping area. 

“The pool needs to be re-

Double D day
Offi cials: No tanks under pool, 
but it will be dug up anyway
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anus Superfund Community Ad-
visory Group, a panel of locals 
that advises the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency on the 
cleanup. “Any delay in cleanup of 
the Gowanus is unconscionable, 
especially since we are opening up 
the Canal to development.” 

The city announced the plan on 
Thursday, following years of de-
bate with the federal agency, its 
state counterpart, and the com-
munity about where the tanks 
should go.

The Feds are the ones forcing 
the city to install the giant recep-
tacles — which will hold raw sew-
age and storm water so it doesn’t 
flood the canal when it rains — 
but said it would give local of-
ficials the final say on where to 
put them. 

Nevertheless, the body had been 
strongly pushing for it to select the 
city-owned Thomas Greene Park, 
where the watering hole is located, 
arguing the pool needs to be ex-
humed anyway to remove the toxic 
sludge underneath, and it could kill 
two birds with one stone.

But local swim fans  rallied 
hard  to save the pool — a cool 
summer respite for families in 
the neighboring public housing 

Katia Kelly of the Gowanus 
Superfund Advisory Group 
thinks the Double D pool 
(top) might as well get the 
tanks.
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moved, and will be removed any-
way,” said nearby resident Katia 
Kelly, who is a member of the Gow- See POOL  on page 12

See M TRAIN  on page 13

See L TRAIN  on page 13

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Feel the spurn!
Brooklynites rejected hometown 

boy Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Vermont) 
in favor of establishment choice Hillary 
Clinton in Tuesday’s Democratic pri-
mary election, with around 60 percent 
of borough Democrats opting for the 
former New York senator — despite the 
Midwood-born pol  heavily canvassing 
Kings County  over the past two weeks, 
 successfully  demanding  a high-profile 
debate  on his native turf, and  drawing 
almost 30,000 people to Prospect Park  
on Sunday. 

The primary itself was plagued by 
 bungled enrollments ,  dysfunctional poll-
ing sites , and  the revelation that 126,000 
names  on the Brooklyn rolls were quietly 
purged last year, and Sanders supporters 
believe the problems damaged the self-
professed socialist’s numbers.

“Our phones and messages were go-
ing crazy with people who didn’t find 
their names at the polls and had voted 
Democrat in the past,” said Bay Ridge 
activist and Sanders volunteer Linda 
Sarsour, one of many surrogates, pols, 
and supporters who gathered at a Park 
Slope bar to watch the results roll in. 
“I feel like many of the ones that were 
turned away would have voted for Ber-
nie Sanders.”

But most claimed the biggest problem 

HIL COUNTRY
Brooklynites choose Clinton over Sanders, 
although some claim system is ‘rigged’

in translating Sanders’ local hype into 
votes was New York’s rigid primary sys-
tem, in which only those who had regis-
tered as a Democrat by October last year 
— before many had heard of the septua-
genarian senator — could cast a ballot.

“All of these new voters that Ber-
nie Sanders has turned on, all of these 
people who are just catching the fire of 
the Sanders campaign, were excluded,” 
said Fort Greene filmmaker and Sand-
ers surrogate Josh Fox, who claimed 
the local Democratic establishment has 
deliberately “rigged” the system that 
way to keep insurgent candidates like 
Sanders out.

But one local Clinton fan said he 
thought the results were an accurate 

reflection of the borough’s support for 
his candidate, a two-term senator who 
beat President Obama here in the 2008 
primary.

“When you don’t win, you want to 
look for reasons,” said Carroll Gardens 
resident Mike Racioppo. “[Clinton] has 
a strong record here, good ties, and there 
was a lot of important institutional sup-
port behind her … To me, it was not 
surprising there was very strong turn-
out and support.”

Sanders did win some neighborhoods 
— his strongest support came in Green-
point — home to hipsters and Polish im-
migrants like Sanders’ father — where 
he ultimately scored around 64 percent 
of the vote. 

He also did particularly well in the 
traditionally conservative Southern 
Brooklyn nabes such as Bay Ridge and 
Bensonhurst, which Sarsour attributes 
to strong support from the local Arab 
community. 

Clinton did best in predominantly 
black neighborhoods, including East 
Flatbush, Canarsie, Brownsville, and 
East New York, and also dominated tony 
Brooklyn Heights, where her campaign 
headquarters is based. 

Meanwhile, in the Republican race, 
Donald Trump — the only candidate 
who didn’t bother to step foot in the 
Brooklyn while on the campaign trail 
— nevertheless came up trumps in the 
borough.

Sanders drew almost 30,000 fans to Prospect Park on Sunday but how many of them were able to vote two 
days later due to roll purges and New York’s early registration deadline?
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Former New York senator Hillary Clinton defeated her rival Bernie 
Sanders in Tuesday’s primary, despite weeks of hoopla about the Ver-
mont senator’s Brooklyn roots in the lead-up to the vote.
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EXCLUSIVE
By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Two Williamsburg waterfront 
warehouses  burned down last 
year  after firefighters failed to 
extinguish burning embers from 
a smaller blaze there hours earlier, 
according to two long-awaited re-
ports obtained by this paper.

The reveal comes on the heels 
of a lawsuit that also alleges the 
Bravest made things worse by 
shutting off the water supply to 
the entire building after the first 
fire, so sprinklers were out of or-
der when the fire reignited.

The reports — which inves-
tigators signed off on on Jan. 8, 
 despite department reps insisting 
the investigation was ongoing for 
weeks afterward  — finally pro-
vide some answers about the mas-
sive inferno that blazed through 
two CitiStorage warehouses on 
Jan. 31 last year, which neighbors 
and victims have been demanding 
from fire brass for months.  

According to the first report, 
a light fixture triggered the ini-
tial fire at one warehouse on N. 
11th Street at 4:29 am, igniting 
some cardboard boxes in a metal 
storage rack, then spreading up a 
wood pallet and through stacks 
of boxes across several levels of 
the building.

The report does not say how 
the first f lames were subdued 
— indeed, it does not say they 
were subdued at all — but the 

Report casts blame on FDNY for massive W’burg blaze

FUELING THE FIRE

initial incident report says the 
warehouse’s sprinkler system 
controlled the flames and fire-
fighters then doused the smoul-
dering debris. 

A suit from storage outfit Recall 
Holdings, one of the companies 
using the warehouse, claims the 
firefighters then turned off the wa-
ter to the entire property’s sprin-
kler system — making it inopera-
ble — instead of simply blocking 
off the handful of sprinklers ac-
tivated by the small fire. 

The crews then finished their 
work at 5:45 am, according to the 
initial incident report.

The fire then reignited at 6:28 
am, according to the second de-
partment report, and the confla-
gration spread through the N. 11th 
Street warehouse —  including the 
thousands of government and other 
documents it contained  — then on 
to the neighboring N. 12th Street 
warehouse where building owner 
Norman Brodsky and his wife 
Elaine lived at the time.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn  won’t host this year’s 
Democratic National Convention , 
but it could stage a Democratic 
debate! 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Ver-
mont) on Saturday challenged fel-
low Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton to a war of 
words on Kings County turf ahead 
of the New York presidential pri-
mary in April. 

“Why won’t they debate in 
Brooklyn? What’s the matter 
with Brooklyn?” Sanders’s cam-
paign manager Jeff Weaver said 
in a statement last Saturday. 

Both campaigns  just agreed  
to add four more debates to their 
schedule — pending party ap-
proval — but are still negotiat-
ing over dates and locations. In its 
latest statement, Sanders’s camp 
laid out its terms: it will accept 
Clinton’s demand to wrangle in 
Flint, Mich. in March if the for-
mer secretary of state agrees to 
one in the borough of Kings the 
following month. 

Showdown in Brooklyn
Bernie challenges Hillary to debate in his native borough

The report, which states the 
second fire was “confined and 
extinguished,” cites the cause 
of the blaze only as “brands” — 
burning material left over from 
a previous fire. 

Brodsky recently  filed  a $3-mil-
lion lawsuit against Recall and a 
second tenant, CitiPostal, over the 
loss of his home and belongings 
on Jan. 15, claiming the storage 
companies were responsible for 
maintaining the space and there-
fore the pyre that engulfed it.

But Recall’s $50-million suit, 
filed on Jan. 29, points the finger 
at the Fire Department, claim-
ing it screwed up both by turn-
ing off the entire sprinkler sys-
tem and failing to fully extinguish 
the first fire.

A department spokeswoman 
claimed that the firefighters were 
just following protocol, and the 
sprinklers were the building’s re-
sponsibility.

“It is necessary for the fire de-
partment to completely deactivate 
the system, and it is the facility’s 
responsibility to call the sprinkler 
company to reactivate,” said Eli-
sheva Zakheim. 

Zakheim also claimed the fire-
fighters did fully extinguish the 
initial flames and denied the con- More than 200 firefighters from 40 companies were called in to fight the fire, which blan-

keted much of Williamsburg and Greenpoint in a thick haze.
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Firefighters battle the CitiStorage blaze last January. A new 
report raises burning questions about an earlier fire there.
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(Top) Bernie Sanders is de-
manding Hillary Clinton de-
bate him in Brooklyn.  The 
Democratic rivals both have 
Kings County ties. (Far left) 
Clinton speaking at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
in 2000, during her cam-
paign for Senate. (Near left) 
Sanders in his James Madi-
son High School yearbook 
photo circa 1959.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

What the L is going on?
The Metropolitan Transportation Au-

thority is refusing to give more details 
on  news that it may close the L train 
passageway to Manhattan for years of 
repairs due to damage caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy , and is blaming the me-
dia for publishing the “leaked” story 
and putting it in a position to answer 
to the public in the first place.

“We didn’t want to come out directly 
after this press leak — and quite frankly 
that’s what it was, a press leak — be-
fore we have any decisions to share 
with the community,” spokesman An-
drew Ingelsby told angry straphangers 
and business owners during a meeting 
about the potential closure last Thurs-
day morning.

The crowd grilled Ingelsby for answers 

on exactly what is wrong with the tunnel 
and what the repairs would entail during 
the packed meeting at Brooklyn Bowl 
in Williamsburg, slamming the transit 
agency for its silence on the potential 
closure in the weeks since  Gothamist 
first broke the news on Jan. 13 . 

“We’re not getting any answers, we’re 
not getting any solid information, and we 
need to proceed to defend ourselves,” 
said Felice Kirby, owner of watering hole 
Teddy’s Bar and Grill on Berry Sreet and 
member of the newly formed L Train Co-
alition, an alliance of local businesses ral-
lying to fight the potential closure. 

But Ingelsby refused to elaborate, stat-
ing only that the authority was still ex-
ploring its options and was not ready to 
reveal its repair plan to the public.

The uncertainty is already wreaking 
havoc on the neighborhood’s real estate 
climate, said a local broker, who claimed 

landlords and tenants have been afraid 
to sign new leases since the news broke, 
leaving storefronts empty.

“Concrete information will help 
some of these vacant storefronts get 
leased,” said Peter Levitan of Lee and 
Associates.

The tight-lipped treatment also has 
some straphangers terrified they have 
been blindly hurtling through an unsound 
shaft since the super storm in 2012.

“When we get on the L train, are we 
going to make it to the other side?” said 
state Sen. Martin Malave Dilan (D–Bush-
wick), who heads the state senate’s trans-
portation committee. “We don’t know if 
it’s that serious, and if it is that serious, 
someone has been very negligent.”

An agency rep later claimed the tun-
nel is currently safe, but said the tube 
needs long-term repairs due to the 
seven-million gallons of saltwater that 

surged through the passageway during 
the storm.

Dilan said he has been trying to get 
answers out of the state transit honchos, 
but that chairman and chief executive 
Thomas Prendergast and his minions 
have been completely unresponsive to 
his office’s repeated inquiries.

The coalition, along with local pols 
including Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Greenpoint) and Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Williamsburg), are now demanding 
the transit authority provide them with 
an engineering report detailing the con-
dition of the tunnel in the near future.

And it had better make a compel-
ling case if it intends to go ahead with 
a years-long closure, said local busi-
ness owners, because shutting the di-
rect line between the boroughs full-time 
will starve them of customers.

“You will devastate the entire com-

As riders demand answers on closure, MTA blames media for covering it

In the grip of one of a rumorL

In what may be the best-lit public meeting of the year, locals packed 
into Brooklyn Bowl last Thursday to discuss the L train closure.
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munity,” said Thomas Dodd, owner of 
the Brooklyn Fire Proof galleries on Por-
ter Avenue, adding that he will consider 
shutting his business and moving out of 

Brooklyn if the closure happens.
The coalition will meet again on Feb. 

24 at 6:30 pm at Williamsburg’s Swing-
ing Sixties center.

“We are pleased to do it on 
March 3 before the Michigan 
primary provided the Clinton 
campaign will agree to Brook-
lyn, New York, on April 14,” 
Weaver said. 

Both parties boast solid Brook-
lyn ties. 

Sanders was born and raised 
in Flatbush, attending PS 197 in 
Midwood and James Madison 
High School in Madison, as well 
as studying for a year at Brook-

lyn College, before making the 
inconceivable decision to leave 
the borough.

Clinton  has stationed her cam-
paign headquarters  in Brooklyn 
Heights — though  reportedly  
hasn’t spent a lot of time there 
— and sometimes weighed in on 
borough issues during her time 
as a senator for New York —  in-
cluding slamming development 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park .

Kings County Democrats say 

they’re thrilled at the possibility 
of hosting the duo, and hope Clin-
ton accepts the challenge.

“I’m a big Bernie supporter, 
so for me it’s really exciting,” 
said Rachel Eve Stein, a Gow-
anus resident who is running to 
be a delegate for Sanders. “Clin-
ton’s headquarters are in Brook-
lyn, she wanted to be there … it 
seems strange she wouldn’t want 
to embrace us.”

Where should the big debate take place?
We’ve scouted a few locations. Vote in our online poll: brooklynpaper.com/debatepoll

Barclays Center. 
It’s big — but is it 
too big?

MCU Park. Coney 
Island — home of 
the sideshow.

Kings Theatre. In 
Flatbush, Sanders’s 
home nabe.

Brooklyn College. 
Sanders’s alma 
mater.
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See FIRE  on page 9

See DEBATE  on page 9
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is good for what jails you!
The proposed closure of scan-

dal-plagued Rikers Island would 
be a boon for the borough, says one 
prisoner advocate, allowing Brook-
lynites awaiting trial to stay in 
safer local facilities that are much 
closer to their loved ones and the 
courts. Locals are already object-
ing to housing more inmates or 
new jails in their backyard, but 
they should stop being so self-
ish, he said.

“It’s almost obnoxious to hear 
people in Brooklyn push back on 
the idea of building a new, safer 
jail or rehabbing an old jail,” said 
Glenn Martin, an ex-con who was 
born and raised in Bedford-Stu-
vyvesant and is now president of 
Just Leadership USA, whose goal 
is to cut the country’s prison pop-
ulation in half by 2030.

A growing chorus of pols are 
demanding the city close the no-
toriously brutal jail complex, but 
that would require it to find some-
where else to house the approxi-
mately 7,200 inmates behind bars 
there — which means building 
new facilities, expanding exist-
ing ones, or dramatically reduc-
ing the number of inmates in the 
system.

Currently, there are only around 
3,000 other jail beds around 
New York — 800 of which are 
at Boerum Hill’s Brooklyn House 
of Detention on Atlantic Avenue, 
the borough’s only city-run jail, 
which usually houses around 
600 at any given time,  accord-
ing to Corrections Department 
statistics . 

The city already floated the idea 

THE HARD CELL
Activist: Close Rikers Island and move inmates to Brooklyn

An ex-con turned criminal justice reform activist says it 
would be a good thing if the city closes Rikers and sends 
more Brooklynites to jail in their home borough.
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of making Brooklyn’s big house 
even bigger in 2010.  It scrapped 
that proposal amidst massive 
community opposition , expand-
ing Rikers instead, and neighbors 
say they would fight any attempts 
to put it back on the table.

“We would continue to be 
against any expansion at the site,” 

said Howard Kolins, president of 
civic group Boerum Hill Associ-
ation, though he says the current 
facility is a good neighbor and he 
supports overhauling Rikers in 
general. “We think it becomes a 
burden on the community.”

But Martin — who spent a year 
in Rikers for armed robbery — 

says moving more Brooklyn yard-
birds to their home borough would 
take them out of the toxic envi-
ronment at Rikers and give them 
the chance to be closer to support 
services and court houses, which 
can help speed up trials. 

“Community-based jails cre-
ate opportunities for people to be 
closer to their families, social ser-
vices, lawyers,” he said.

However, Martin says the city 
won’t necessarily need larger — 
or more — slammers if the city 
can shrink the number of people 
awaiting trials behind bars. 

He believes it can be done by 
decriminalizing minor and non-
violent offenses such as public 
urination and littering that of-
ten lead to jail time when peo-
ple fail to show up to court dates, 
eliminating cash bail that many 
low-income residents can’t af-
ford, and speeding up trials so 
inmates spend less time languish-
ing — Martin claims that reduc-
ing the average wait from 150 to 
200 days to 100 days would cut 
the city’s inmate population by 
1,000 people.  

 Council speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito has now formed a com-
mission  to study strategies to re-
duce Rikers’ population, which 
will look at the impact of these 
reforms, in addition to supervised 
release, raising the age of crimi-
nal responsibility, and using com-
munity justice centers instead of 
courts. 

The year-long study will need 
to work out a way to prune Rikers’ 
residents down to at least 5,000 
to make closure a reality, accord-
ing to Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), who is sitting on 
the panel.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about some nosey neigh-
bors!

Carroll Gardeners who claim 
to be plagued by putrid smells 
coming from a decades-old heat-
ing oil depot alongside the noto-

riously toxic Gowanus Canal are 
a bunch of whiny hipsters new-
comers who think they can barge 
into an industrial neighborhood 
and wag their fingers at estab-
lished businesses, says the busi-
ness owner.

“I’m being harassed by the 

community,” said Vincent Al-
legretti, who operates the Bay-
side Fuel Oil Depot Corpora-
tion site on Smith Street. “It’s 
this new crop of people that are 
moving in and gentrifying the 
neighborhood.”

SMELL YA LATER
C’Garden’s depot to newcomers: Take a walk

Carroll Gardener Timm Chiusano says he is sick of the putrid stench emanating from the 
Bayside Fuel Oil Depot. The depot’s owner says he was there first.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

An eco-savvy Prospect Heights resi-
dent who claims she only creates enough 
trash to fill one garbage can a month is 
on a mission to help Brooklynites lighten 
their loads by opening a store where 
customers use their own containers to 
get groceries home.

Sarah Metz recently launched a  Kick-
starter campaign to raise $15,000  for a 
brick-and-mortar store called the Fillery 
that will sell foods in a way rarely seen 
since the days of “ Little House on the 
Prairie ,” when quality packaging con-
sisted of a burlap sack, and oats didn’t 
come in a fancy disposable tube with 
a handsome Quaker on it.

“Package-free shopping is such an 
easy way for an individual to help address 
a huge problem,” she said. “By reducing 
packaging waste you’re also making the 
effort to reduce food waste.” 

Items for sale will include nuts, grains, 
dry fruits, olive oil, chocolates, and 
household cleaners, all stored in huge 

containers that customers will scoop 
out into their own jugs, crocks, jars, or 
sacks — just like they did in the halcyon 
days of yesteryear. Patrons can also pick 
up fresh fruits and vegetables from re-
gional farms — also just like they did 
in the halcyon days of yesteryear.

But how will it keep shoppers from 
throwing stuff away? 

Giving patrons the ability to take just 
what they need will save on wasted food 
— unlike the Costco-sized packages of 
produce that end up in a landfill.

For those who wander into the store 
empty-handed, the Fillery will sell re-
usable containers such as spice and ma-
son jars, and will have free paper bags 
so people can start their collection of 
Earth-friendly packaging. 

But convincing people to buy food 
without the flashy packaging that is de-
signed to lure in customers and help them 
make decisions is challenging, says the 
manager of the country’s first package-
free store — which had to eventually 
introduce packaged foods to its aisles 
to keep itself afloat. 

“When you take away a few key 
things that help hone in on those deci-
sions, you’re making it harder for the 
customer to make choices,” said Joshua 
Blaine, who manages eco-conscious gro-
cer In.gredients in Austin, Texas. 

He said the package-free philosophy 
is  big in Europe , where people are more 
interested in cooking with whole ingre-
dients instead of throwing ready-made 
fixings into their recipes. 

In.gredients still offers bulk foods 
and Blaine said he dreams of stock-
ing package-free aisles someday, but 
it wasn’t a sustainable model for the 
Texas store since it is located in an area 
where people have to drive to get their 
groceries, instead of picking them up 
quickly and frequently on the way home 

— something folks would be able to do 
in Brooklyn.

“Thinking about being in Brooklyn, 
if it’s in a high-density neighborhood 
that could work,” he said. 

High-density, and forward thinking 
— Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope) is  trying to pass a bill that would 
charge 10 cents for every plastic bag 
needed to get your groceries home .

Metz, who also has grants from a 
business competition and an investor to 
help fund the store, has to raise $12,000 
by April 1 to meet her Kickstarter goal. 
And she is optimistic the crowdfunding 
campaign will get Brooklynites talking 
about going waste-free.

“It’s about getting the conversation 
going,” she said, “I really do hope a wide 
range of people embrace it.”

It wouldn’t be the first store in Brook-
lyn to offer food and other goodies by the 
pound. Sahadi’s on Atlantic Avenue in 
Brooklyn Heights, as well as Perelandra 
on Remsen Street, have been successfully 
serving it up that way for years.

A new shopping frontier: Re-‘Filler’ up! 
Prospect Heights entrepreneur dreams of opening waste-free grocery

Prospect Heights resident Sarah Metz wants to open a store with zero  
packaging, so customers would have to bring their own containers to 
get their groceries home.
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ON THE RADIO

Carlos Santana’s 
words of wisdom

By Gersh Kuntzman
for Brooklyn Paper

This isn’t black magic.
Legendary rock star Carlos 

Santana traded in his guitar for 
a couch — playing psychologist for 
Brooklyn Paper Radio hosts Gersh 
Kuntzman and Vince DiMiceli in 
an exclusive interview that also 
touched on the state of American 
politics, the beauty of music, the 
beauty of women in Santana’s life 

and, of course, how great Santana 
was at Woodstock.

Also on the show — which is 
 downloadable on iTunes  — Brook-
lyn folkie Feral Foster performed 
two songs during an exclusive in-
studio visit to promote the  upcom-
ing Brooklyn Folk Festival .

Foster was impressive mu-
sically, but Santana rocked the 
very foundation of the Brooklyn 
Paper building Downtown after 
Daily News Deputy Features Edi-

tor Kuntzman asked a simple ques-
tion about the whereabouts of the 
comely woman on the cover of 
Santana’s 1970 album, “Abraxas.” 
(If you grew up in the 1970s and 
you were a heterosexual male, you 
know the woman about which this 
reporter speaks.)

“What happened to her? I mar-
ried her!” Santana said.

Kuntzman and DiMiceli pro-
nounced themselves impressed, 
but Santana was having noth-
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ing of it.
“You just need to change your 

attitudes,” he advised the boys. 
“You are the magnet that can at-
tract any lady.”

Have you met Kuntzman, San-

Folkie Feral Foster sang and 
strummed on the air.
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PLUS: 

Eight years 
ago, a young 

Brooklyn Paper 
reporter began 
a search. How 

did it turn out?
SEE PAGE 6

See SMELL  on page 4

See RADIO  on page 6

STORY
EVER
THE GREATEST

Carlos Santana chatted with Gersh and Vince this week.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The decaying Brooklyn Heights 
portion of the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway is too crummy to 
qualify for state funds, city of-
ficials say.

Gov. Cuomo is using a byzan-
tine rule that leaves him off the 
hook for fixing highways that don’t 
meet specific standards to avoid 

THE FIX IS NOT IN!
BQE shocker: State won’t pay to fi x its own crummy expressway

What lies beneath
Councilman Steve Levin can only judge by the exterior.
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City will cut open decrepit 
triple cantilever for fi rst time

The state built such a crappy expressway, it doesn’t have to pay for it, city officials say.
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“It’s a horrible, crappy road-
way, I wish it had never been 
built, I wish we had never in-
herited it, frankly, and I wish the 
state when they started the proj-
ect they had stuck with it,” said 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg. 
“Unfortunately my wishes have 
not come true.”

Albany only has to cough up 
money to fix a highway if it meets 
specific federal standards that in-
clude 12-foot lanes, a 3-foot shoul-
der on one side, and a 10-foot 
shoulder on the other. But the so-
called triple cantilever bridge only 
has 11-foot lanes with no shoul-
ders, city officials said.

Still, the state traditionally 
kicks in around a third of the cash 
for highway projects — and was 
even planning to do so for the can-
tilever years ago,  before abruptly 
pulling its contribution along with 
the Feds in 2011 , deeming the 
whole thing too costly. 

Now the U.S. government is 
back on board — though it won’t 
say exactly how much it is pitching 
in — and locals say Cuomo should 
do the right thing and join in.

“I think this is an absolute out-
rage, I feel like this really should 
be a state project,” said Boerum 
Hill resident Bill Harris. “We were 
dumped by the state, they picked 
up their tents and left in the mid-
dle of the night.” 

There is another way the state 
can contribute — by approving 
legislation to allow a faster con-
struction method called “design-
build,” so a single contractor can 
both plan and execute the proj-
ect. 

Lawmakers did not pass the bill 
by the end of this year’s session, 
but Assemblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon (D–Brooklyn Heights) said 
she and state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) will con-
tinue to push it next year. 

FIXING
the BQE

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city shouldn’t repair 
the decomposing stretch of 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway that hangs below 
the Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade — it should knock the 
whole shoddy structure down 
and make a lasting investment 
in a sturdy tunnel instead, lo-
cals told Department of Trans-
portation honchos at a meeting 
last Wednesday night.

Residents: Why not just tear it down?

paying his share of the $1.7-bil-
lion reconstruction of the crum-
bling roadway under the Prome-

nade — forcing the city and Feds 
to clean up a mess Albany cre-
ated in the first place, the city De-

partment of Transportation’s head 
honcho told residents at a meet-
ing last Wednesday night. 

“I do believe the tunnels are 
the best solution, money-wise,” 
said Bill Harris, who sits on the 
local community board’s trans-
portation committee. “That’s the 
best way to put our money to 
work.”

City officials came to rap 
with locals about their plans to 
finally fix the  dangerously old tri-
ple cantilever bridge  that contro-
versial city planner Robert Moses 
rammed through the neighbor-
hood in the 1940s, which they 

say will keep it from collapsing 
for another 75 years. 

But residents demanded they 
think beyond putting the antique 
on life support, and reconsider 
the entire thoroughfare alto-
gether.

“Why are we wedded to this 
idea of an elevated highway which 
killed a neighborhood and is dif-
ficult to maintain?” said longtime 
local Barbara Charton, who said 
she remembers when the canti-

Boerum Hill resident Bill Har-
ris wants the city to invest in 
a tunnel.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

He’s the champ of chomp 
once more.

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut re-
claimed his title in the Na-
than’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Contest on July 4, inhaling a 
contest-record 70 wieners and 
buns in 10 minutes. Rival Matt 
“Megatoad” Stonie  snatched 
the coveted Mustard Yellow 
International Belt  from Chest-
nut’s jaws last year, so the 
nine-time champ was hun-
gry for revenge, he said.

“It’s his fault — he beat me 
last year and woke the sleeping 
giant. He made me go back to 
the drawing board and figure 
out my body again,” Chest-
nut told ESPN.

Reclaims hot-dog-eating title, sets new contest record

Joey Chestnut took the lead early on, and Matt Stonie was the only one to give him a run for his money.
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Chestnut roasts the fi eld

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s crunch time!
A Park Slope architect is building fu-

turistic cricket farms in the Navy Yard 
that he says are the world’s first germ-
free way to breed the bugs on a large 
scale — and he’s hoping Brooklyn chefs 
will turn the high-protein insect into 
the borough’s next food fad now they’re 
able to get their hands on a clean, free-
range, local variety.

“The farm will be the Mack Daddy 
of cricket-growing processes — it’s a 
super-sanitary way to harvest crickets 
locally,” said Mitchell Joachim, the co-
president of architecture firm Terreform 
One, which has in the past dreamed up 
 floating gyms  and  a hydrogen perox-
ide-powered jetpack .

The inventor originally designed his 
farm as a similar flight of fancy — an ig-
loo-esque survival shelter composed of 
224 interconnected plastic cricket houses 
where humans could both huddle up 
and chow down after a disaster — but 
says he soon realized that there was a 
real market for his creation.

Many people around the world are 
starving, while the rest of the human 
race is scarfing down meat at an un-
sustainable rate — and the solution to 
both issues, he says, is for everyone to 
eat more bugs. 

“We can’t go on eating steak and the 
amount of livestock we do,” he said. 
“The key to solving hunger is through 
insect protein being a much more inte-
grated part of our diet.” 

Joachim says the arthropods taste like 
figs or nuts, depending on how they’re 
processed — and you can change their 
flavor by feeding them citrus peel. 

Many cricket-eating cultures down 
bugs whole, but Joachim expects lo-
cal cooks to grind them into flour and 
incorporate the grist into chocolates 
or breads.

“It gives a new meaning to the term 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Drill, baby, drill! 
The city will cut into the de-

crepit Brooklyn Heights stretch 
of the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway for the first time since 
the structure was built almost 
70 years ago, uncovering just 
how crummy things are in there 
before it starts doing repairs, 
according to Department of 
Transportation bigwigs.

“We have to get inside it,” 
said Bob Collyer, the city’s Dep-
uty Commissioner of Bridges, 
at a public meeting about the 
fix-up last Wednesday. “Until 
we get in there, we have no way 
of knowing what the real con-
dition of the BQE is.” 

In the coming weeks, work-
ers will cut 3-by-3-foot holes 
into the wall at 20–24 locations 
along the stretch from Atlantic 
Avenue to Sands Street, Col-
lyer said, then squeeze inside 
amongst the cobwebs, rats, and 
god knows what else. 

Until now, the agency has 
only seen 20 percent of the geri-
atric roadway that runs through 

the neighborhood, and the orig-
inal plans don’t show any way 
to get inside, he said. 

But the need to understand 
the whole ugly truth is now ur-
gent, as the city is being called 
out to patch up perilous parts 
of the highway more and more 
frequently, Collyer said. 

“It’s getting to be more 
and more prevalent,” he said. 
“We’re getting more and more 
flags.”

The agency will fix any-
thing dangerous it finds in-
side straight away, one senior 
official said, but honchos don’t 
expect to come across anything 
so extreme that they have to 
close it immediately.

But the in-depth inspection 
is just the start of the lengthy 
reconstruction process of that 
part of the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway, which will even-
tually require the city to reroute 
the 140,000-odd drivers who 
use the span each day some-
where else, and could take any-
where from five to 13 years to 
complete.

Navy Yard co. peddling ‘free-range’ cricket farms

Bugging out 

‘everything bagel,’ ” he said. 
The company is also employing a chef 

to come up with new recipes to demon-
strate the bugs’ versatility, he said.

Joachim’s factory can breed up to 
50,000 of the creepy-crawlies in a week, 
though he is selling the individual pods 
— which can each hold 200 crickets — 
for $80 a pop.

He believes there is huge market 
for the farms in Silicon Valley, where 
bug-breeders currently harvest crick-
ets using home-made Tupperware sys-

tems — but he think Kings County is 
the place that will really hop on board 
the cricket cuisine movement, because 
people here are open- and eco-minded 
enough to embrace it as the food source 
of the future.

“If there ever was a chance for Uto-
pia on Earth, that would be Brooklyn,” 
he said.

And he isn’t the only one who thinks 
so —  a Williamsburg company called 
Exo has been selling ground-up crick-
ets in health-food bars for years .

Terreform One’s bizarre emergency bunker is also a cricket farm, ca-
pable of cultivating 50,000 edible insects in a week, its creator says.
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See BQE  on page 4

before his 2014 win  broke off 
the engagement  just before 
the 2015 contest.

But the champ came out of 
the gate hot and never looked 
back this time, one fan said.

“To have 40 dogs down in 
four minutes, I mean look I 
can’t eat two in a month — it 
was just fantastic,” said Coney 
Islander David Orlov, who has 
attended nearly every contest 
over the last decade. 

And for added drama, an-
imal-rights activists jumped 
on-stage mid-bout, dousing 
one eater in fake blood.

Earlier in the day, ladies 
champ Miki Sudo won her 
third-straight, putting away 
38.5 franks to break the previ-
ous contest record of 38. 

The dethroned Stonie was 
gracious in his defeat.

“Joey came out, he brought 
his A-game,” Stonie told tele-
vision cameras. “I can’t take 

that away from him.”
Chestnut lost in a heart-

breaker last year, later saying 
he was off his game because 
the woman  he proposed to  

In an unscheduled prelude to this year’s event, an 
animal-rights protestor pours fake blood on com-
petitors’ hot dogs.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

This is some circular logic!
The city should fix the noto-

riously dangerous nexus at Flat-
bush, Atlantic, and Fourth avenues 
by turning the intersection into a 
roundabout, says a local transpor-
tation expert. Officials are trying 
to make some safety tweaks to 
Times Plaza — the awkward tri-
angular pedestrian island at the 
heart of the havoc — but this ring-
leader says the best answer is to 
go full circle. 

“That’s what roundabouts are 
for — they resolve strange ge-
ometries,” said Jonathan Cohn, 
a transportation architect at Per-
kins Eastman, who also lives a 
few blocks away in Park Slope. 
“This is a situation that calls for 
thinking outside the box.”

Department of Transportation 
officials are in the midst of rede-
signing Times Plaza — and the 
crossings around it — follow-
ing years of complaints by resi-
dents and pols, and Cohn and sev-
eral supporters made their pitch 
at a community workshop last 
Wednesday night. 

Their revolutionary idea is to 
turn the plaza into a circle and 
extend curbs out at each corner 
to create a European-style round-
about. 

Pedestrians could shuff le 
around what would become short 

TALKING IN CIRCLES
Transportation buff: Replace treacherous intersection with roundabout

crosswalks over each street or, 
in one configuration, cross into 
the center of the roundabout and 
exit in any direction they please, 
Cohn said.

“If you could go out to the cir-
cle, then you could go straight to 
where you are going, you wouldn’t 
have to cross more than two times,” 
he said. 

The junction is one of the most 
dangerous intersections in Brook-
lyn — between 2010 and 2014, 
motorists injured 78 pedestrians 
and cyclists there, killing or se-

— they are considering round-
abouts elsewhere in the city, a de-
partment spokeswoman said after 
the workshop, but don’t think one 
is feasible at Times Plaza because 
there isn’t enough room. 

But Cohn disagrees — he be-
lieves the city could “take a bit” off 
the block currently housing a PC 
Richard and Son electronic store 
on Flatbush Avenue, which devel-
oper Greenland Forest City Part-
ners  already plans to tear down 
and replace with an office tower  
as part of its Pacific Park mega-
development.

The agency  has its own proposal  
for the plaza and the surrounding 
streets, which officials revealed at 
the meeting — including installing 

pedestrian islands in the middle 
of each thoroughfare for people 
who get stuck crossing, widening 
sidewalks and extending curbs to 
shorten the passage across streets, 
and adding two new crosswalks 
on Flatbush Avenue.

About two dozen locals also 
shared their suggestions, which 
included turning the intersection 
of Flatbush and Fourth avenues 
into  a “Barnes Dance” crossing  
— where signals stop traffic in 
all directions to allow pedestri-
ans to cross an intersection any 
which way. 

There is still no schedule for the 
actual construction, but the agency 
will next take its proposal to rele-
vant community boards.

Cohn believes a traffic circle would round out the “strange 
geometries” at the intersections of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues.
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riously hurting 13 of them, ac-
cording to city records. Around 
half of pedestrians mowed down 
by vehicles were crossing with a 
walk signal. 

It is even more perilous for driv-
ers — car crashes injured 289 mo-
torists in the same period, killing 
or seriously injuring 12.  

Cohn and his fellow lords of the 
ring say the traffic-calming mea-
sure will make the crossroads far 
less hairy by forcing drivers to slow 
down and eliminating left turns. 

“It slows traffic because they 
have to slow down to go around 
it and there are no left turns, so 
they all spur off,” said Park Sloper 
Michael Cairl, a longtime mem-
ber of local civic group the Park 
Slope Civic Council. “Pedestrians 
only have to look in one direction 
for oncoming traffic.”

And they have data to back up 
their argument — a well-placed 
roundabout can cut vehicle col-
lisions at a single intersection 
down by almost half,  according 
to the Federal Highway Admin-
istration .

But transportation honchos 
didn’t come a-round to the idea 

Architect Jonathan Cohn, left, and transit consultant Michael Cairl believe a European-
style roundabout is the solution to making Times Plaza safer for drivers and pedestrians.
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Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It’s time to end this vicious cycle. 
The city may widen the danger-

ously crowded wooden walkway over 
the Brooklyn Bridge, officials an-
nounced on Monday — thrilling local 
cyclists, who say they’re sick of dodg-
ing clueless selfie-stick wielding,  love-
lock leaving  tourists on their commutes 
to and from work. 

“Of course that’s a good idea,” said 
Carroll Gardener Brian Raymond, who 
rides the span every day. 

“Coming back in the afternoon the 

tourists are out of control — no one re-
ally respects the bike lane and there’s a 
mix of bikers yelling, using their bells, 
everything.”

The upgrade is no sure thing — De-
partment of Transportation bigwigs are 
first launching a six-month, $370,000 
study to see whether the bridge can sup-
port more pathway before even consid-
ering appointing a 21st-century  Emily 
Warren Roebling  to make it happen.

If it all goes ahead, one way to ex-
pand the currently shared pathway at 
the center of the bridge could be to build 
more tracks over the girders above the 

Giving B’Bridge a breather
City may expand jammed walkway vehicle lanes — creating enough space 

for separated bike and pedestrian paths, 
according to  an agency release .

A rendering shows a walled bike lane 
running through the middle of the path, 
with pedestrian stretches on either side, 
and crossings so tourists can still snap 
photos in either direction. 

Roughly 10,000 pedestrians and 
3,500 cyclists cross the 133-year-old 
bridge each day, according to the city’s 
latest figures — sharing a thorough-
fare that is only 10 feet across in some 
stretches.

There are fewer than a dozen colli-
sions between pedestrians and cyclists 
reported to the city each year, accord-
ing to  a New York Times report , but 

pedal-pushers say the set-up is a di-
saster waiting to happen — so much so 
that one rider on Monday said he’d just 
had such a hair-raising time navigating 
the crossing, he won’t attempt it again 
until the city makes it safer. 

“I’ll never ride over the Brooklyn 
Bridge again,” said 70-year-old Alan 
Santa Maria, a life-long Brooklynite, 
after a trip on Monday. “Over the de-
cades it’s gotten more and more crowded, 
someone is going to get hurt, bad — for 
safety, there’s no question something 
should be done.”

The study will wrap up in February 
2017, but the city doesn’t have a time-
line or budget for potential construc-
tion after that. A larger walkway could ease congestion on the Brooklyn Bridge.
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Our spotlight
The Brooklyn Paper offices were staffed with movie stars last month 
when “Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” filmed a send-up of 
the movie “Spotlight” in our digs — and actor Jason Sudeikis was 
clearly thrilled to leave the humdrum world of Hollywood behind to 
experience a real newsroom in person.  Read more on page 3.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It is a hostel takeover in Williams-
burg.

A homeless shelter operator will turn 
a Varet Street hostel into a 140-bed ref-
uge for men over the age of 55 by the 
end of the month, according to the city, 
leaving some neighbors uneasy that it 
will put local families and workers and 
in danger. 

“I’m really concerned — I have two 
kids, we hang outside sometimes,” said 
Vanessa Pacini, who runs a neighboring 
cafe, where she also lives with her hus-
band and two kids. “I have one worker, 
she’s a girl, she closes the cafe at 9, 9:30 
— do I have to worry about her being 
out there at that time?”

Provider Project Renewal will take 
over the New York Loft Hostel between 
Bogart and White streets — a popular 
lodging for travelling hipsters — to run 
the shelter, as first reported by  Bush-
wick Daily .

The shelter will treat residents for 
medical, psychiatric, and substance 
abuse problems in-house, as well as 
providing job training, according to a 
Department of Homeless Services re-
lease. Refuge dwellers are “expected” 
to stay about nine months, and the or-
ganization will try to help them find 
permanent housing.

The outfit is putting some security 
measures in place, according to the city 

When the homeless replace hipsters
Williamsburg hostel will be converted to men’s shelter

— residents will have a 10 pm curfew, 
eat all their meals at the facility, and no 
sex offenders will be allowed to stay 
there, the agency said.

Security guards will be on site around 
the clock, and will also patrol outside 
the facility when Williamsburg Char-

ter High School a block away opens and 
closes, the city said.

Project Renewal also intends to hire 
locals to fill 24 positions at the shelter, 
and will hold “regular” meetings with 
community members where they can 
air any concerns or issues they have, 

according to the release.
But some locals said communication 

hasn’t been great so far — Pacini and 
others say they only heard about the 
shelter last week via word-of-mouth 
or through the Bushwick Daily post, 
though the department says it invited 
homeowners, community board mem-
bers, and officials to a meeting about 
the plan on July 11.

Several neighbors said they never-
theless understand that the city needs 
to create new shelters and they have to 
go somewhere — one resident is even 
happy about the new facility, which she 
cautiously hopes could help stave off the 
area’s rapid gentrification.

“Initially, I thought it sucked, because 
they have a nice place there, but maybe 
that will keep things in check — so that 
it can’t go too ‘luxury,’ ” photographer 
and four-year resident Eva Mueller said. 
“So in a way I find it good this is hap-
pening because the area is changing a 
lot and getting expensive.”

But it was unwelcome news for oth-
ers — one longtime denizen believes 
the shelter tenants will bring crime back 
to an area that has been getting safer in 
recent years.

“It’s just going to bring us more prob-
lems,” said the lifelong resident and 22-
year homeowner who declined to give 
his name. “They will be going around 
stealing packages and trying to break 
into cars, trying to steal from people 
near the [Morgan Avenue L train sta-
tion].”

The city is converting a chic Williamsburg hostel into a shelter for 
homeless men over 55 years old.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

These banners are raising some red 
flags.

Borough President Adams is using 
taxpayer money to finance huge ban-
ners bearing his and Deputy Borough 
President Diana Reyna’s faces on Bor-
ough Hall in what they say is an ef-
fort to highlight the diverse population 
of Kings County, but critics say seems 
more like self-promotion than a public 
service announcement. 

“They are good public servants, but 
there is a line that’s not to be crossed 
when you take advantage of taxpayer 
dollars when participating in something 
that can be seen as self promotional,” 
said Dick Dadey, the director of good-
government group Citizens Union. “It’s 
questionably inappropriate.” 

Adams spent $1,375 from his discre-
tionary fund to pay for the three giant 
signs, which hang above the Borough 

Hall steps. Two of the placards feature 
large pictures of Adams and Reyna — 
who holds an unelected position — with 
their names and titles underneath. The 
center banner reads, “Welcome to Brook-
lyn. Diversity is our strength in One 
Brooklyn,” surrounded by a border of 
different faces. 

The Beep raised the banners several 
weeks ago ahead of his International 
Day of Friendship celebration, and has 
kept them up to alert passersby to the 
rainbow of races in the borough — in-
cluding those of its leaders, a Borough 
Hall spokesman said.

“They set the tone loudly and clearly 
for the tone of diversity, represented by 
the first African-American and Latina 
to serve borough-wide,” said communi-
cations director Stefan Ringel. 

Council voted in 2007 to ban mem-
bers from using city funds for advertise-
ments that feature their photo, likeness, 
or voice, but there are no rules against 

borough presidents using taxpayer dol-
lars to plaster their mugs on signs. 

Several residents said they did see 
the banner as a celebration of diver-
sity, though one thought the Beep could 
have found a cheaper way to get his 
point across.

“I guess that’s government for you, I 
think they could’ve done it for less,” said 
East New Yorker Dayne Banks. “I have 
no problem that they’re promoting diver-
sity, but they should’ve had some school 
kids make up a sign or something.”

But another Brooklynite said she 
thought it was worth dipping into pub-
lic coffers to let residents know who 
their politicians are and where they 
come from.  

“I live in Brooklyn and I didn’t know 
that these people were our borough pres-
idents,” said Crown Heights resident 
Andrea Rice. “Everything comes out 
of taxpayer dollars and I think the mes-
sage of diversity is important.”

BEEP’S BIG HEAD
Adams’ banner makes him the face of Boro Hall 

These banners promoting Borough President Adams and deputy Borough President Diana Reyna — and 
diversity — are hanging on Borough Hall.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 L
au

re
n 

G
ill

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Join the West Indian American 
Day Parade before it gets cool.

The organizers of the epic Ca-
ribbean carnival are trekking 
around the borough to recruit lo-
cal hipsters and other newcom-
ers for the annual Labor Day pro-
cession down Eastern Parkway, 
in what they say is an attempt to 
keep up with Brooklyn’s chang-
ing demographics. 

“We want to make sure that all 
the newcomers and people that 
recently moved to Brooklyn have 
the entire flavor of the Caribbean 
over the Labor Day weekend,” said 
William Howard, president of pa-
rade organizing body the West 
Indian American Day Carnival 
Association. 

Howard says he wants new 

residents from predominantly 
black but rapidly gentrifying Ca-
ribbean neighborhoods such as 
Crown Heights and East Flatbush 
to shake a tail feather side-by-
side with their neighbors, rather 
than just watching from the side-
lines. Or, if they’d prefer, there 
are plenty of volunteer opportu-
nities, too, he said.

The bacchanal bigwig has been 
handing out fliers to local busi-
nesses along Franklin Avenue in 
Crown Heights, where he says he 
often sees the new kids on the 
block enjoying Carribbean food 
and music, and he wants them to 
have a presence in the parade — 
as well as those who don’t yet 
know their cou-cou from their 
callaloo.

“I pass a restaurant near Ster-
ling Street and Nostrand Avenue 

every day, and generally there 
are more non-West Indians eat-
ing roti than West Indians,” said 
Howard, who isn’t West Indian 
either, but got involved in orga-
nizing the festival while work-
ing with Rep. Shirley Chisholm. 
“Since we are the largest parade 
in New York City, we must be in-
clusive of everyone — and we 
can teach them how to dance and 
eat roti.”

The master of mas is also look-
ing to find potential parade-go-
ers in the more distant Brooklyn 
neighborhoods of Williamsburg, 
Greenpoint, Fort Greene and Clin-
ton Hill, as well other immigrant 
communities around the borough, 
including the Eastern European 
cohort in Brighton Beach.

“If they’re foreign-born we 
want them to know that they’re 

welcome — they don’t have to 
separate themselves right here in 
Brooklyn,” said Howard. “There’s 
an incredible amount of energy 
in those communities, and a huge 
population of young people — and 
carnival is young people.”

And the carnival’s big cheese 
says he’s not worried about all the 
outsiders changing the parade — 
after all, he himself hails from 
North Carolina.

“I can skin a roti faster than 
someone from any of those is-
lands,” he said. “You don’t have 
to be from the islands to jump 
into a roti.”

West Indian American Day 
Parade (Eastern Parkway be-
tween Utica Avenue and Grand 
Army Plaza in Crown Heights, 
www.wiadcacarnival.org). Sept. 
5, 11 am–6 pm. Free.

Take a carnival cruise!
West Indian parade recruiting hipsters, other immigrants 

The organizer of the West Indian American Day Carnival wants you — to dress like this and 
dance down Eastern Parkway!

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 M

ar
ti

nk
a

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Well that sucks. Or does it?
The developer of a Red Hook 

waterfront property once slated 
to house a hotly anticipated out-
post of BJ’s Wholesale Club says 
the dream of buying bulk toilet 
paper and buckets of candy en 
route from Ikea to Fairway is well 
and truly dead, because it is in-
stead building offices aimed at 
hip tech startups.

“It’s going to be a campus-type 
structure that’s common in Sili-
con Valley where tech firms have 
offices — that’s not really com-
mon here,” said Joshua Green-
wald, a spokesman for Joe Sitt’s 
Thor Equities. 

Thor recently unveiled plans 

for two four-story office and retail 
buildings at the site of the former 
Revere Sugar refinery at Beard 
and Richard streets, which it has 
dubbed  Red Hoek Point  — a title 
inspired by the neighborhood’s old 
Dutch name of Roode Hoek — 
and will be designed by the same 
architect behind  Apple’s iconic 
headquarters in California . 

Sitt bought the property in 
2005 and at one point  planned 
to build a mall there anchored 
by a branch of the members-only 
big box store  — though over the 
years he has also pitched  luxury 
condos ,  college dorms , and a  Nets 
training facility  for the site.

But now the company is look-
ing to cash in on the city’s growing 
tech industry and  high demand 

for office space  in the borough, 
according to Greenwald.

“There seems to be a need 
for more office space for more 
technology companies,” he said. 
“We’re looking at what these com-
panies want and building some-
thing that will fit their needs.” 

Red Hook is hardly a white-
collar hub right now, but an area 
real-estate expert said that Thor is 
getting ahead of the curve by ex-
panding into the industrial neigh-
borhood as space becomes in-
creasingly scarce elsewhere.  

“Red Hook is just a stone’s 
throw away from Brownstone 
Brooklyn,” said Jakub Nowak, 
a commercial broker with Mar-
cus and Millichap. “There’s a lim-

No BJ’s for Hookers
Sitt building waterfront offi ce complex instead

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

They want to wipe the Slate 
clean!

Mayor DeBlasio must nix a plan 
to hand over the Bedford–Union 
Armory in Crown Heights to devel-
oper Slate Property Group, which 
was caught in a scandal surround-
ing the sale and redevelopment of a 
Manhattan nursing home for peo-
ple with AIDS into luxury con-
dos, say local activists who rallied 
in front of the building last week. 
The real estate firm “duped” Hiz-
zoner on that deal and now res-
idents can’t trust it to head the 
massive project in their commu-
nity, one leader said.

“If you do this to the mayor, 
what will they do to us? We know 
this wasn’t done in good faith,” 
said Donna Mossman, co-founder 
of tenant association the Crown 
Heights Tenant Union which pro-
tested alongside housing activist 
group New York Communities 
for Change, formerly known as 
Acorn.

City investigators recently 
found the developer colluded with 
the former owner of Manhattan’s 
Rivington House hospice to hide 
the sale so the city would lift a deed 
restriction that barred it from de-
veloping the building for housing, 
under the pretense that the then-
owner was converting it to a for-
profit nursing home. 

 Late last year the city awarded 
Slate and BFC Partners a contract 
to transform  the century-old dis-
used weapons depot on Bedford 
Avenue into a mix of condos, mar-
ket-rate and below-market rentals, 
offices, and a recreation center. 

Heading to their battle stations
Crown Heights wars over controversial developer’s armory apts

Red Hook won’t be getting a BJ’s, but it will be getting this sprawling office complex.
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The plan came after  two years  of 
negotiations with local elected of-
ficials, the community board, and 
local leaders, many of whom ended 
up supporting the project.

The city will re-examine the 
proposal in light of the Riving-
ton House scandal, a mayoral 
spokesman said, but emphasized 
that nothing will move ahead until 
the plan has been approved through 
the city’s lengthy land-use review 
process, which requires Council’s 
okay and also gives the commu-
nity board and Borough President 
a chance to weigh in.

“The project still requires mul-
tiple public approvals and we are 

taking a hard look at the situation,” 
said rep Austin Finan.

Community Board 9 has assem-
bled a committee to gauge local 
sentiment prior to and during the 
review, and will hold a town hall 
meeting next month where resi-
dents can sound off about the re-
development. 

The panel hasn’t canvassed 
opinions on the Rivington House 
revelations yet, but so far residents’ 
biggest issue has been about the 
24 condominiums in the proj-
ect — which the developers plan 
on knocking down the President 
Street side of the armory to build 
— and people just generally think 

isn’t enough so-called “affordable” 
housing going in, according to the 
committee’s chairman.

“There are a lot of people that 
feel the President Street side isn’t 
in the best interest of the commu-
nity — the condos take away space 
from the community, simple as 
that,” Warren Berke said. “I think 
the community feeling is a lot like 
the general feeling around Brook-
lyn — that there’s not enough af-
fordable housing.”

Half of the complex’s 330 apart-
ments are below market-rate, but 
only 66 of them will be available 
to people making less than the 
citywide area median income — 
$90,600 for a family of four and 
$63,500 for an individual. The rest 
will be available to those who make 
110 percent of the citywide figure, 
or around $100,000 annually. 

The median household in-
come in Crown Heights is be-
tween $35,000 and $40,000 annu-
ally, according to the latest census 
data, though that includes house-
holds of all sizes.

Mossman said she’d rather the 
entire complex be turned into a 
community facility, but if hous-
ing must come to the armory, then 
it should be priced so longtime 
Crown Heights residents can ac-
tually afford it.

“ ‘Affordable’ is a catchphrase 
— what we really need is low-in-
coming housing that is actually 
affordable,” she said.

Bedford–Union Armory meet-
ing in the auditorium at MS 61 
(400 Empire Blvd. at New York 
Avenue in Crown Heights), Sept. 
14 at 6:30 pm.See HOOK  on page 6

Crown Heights Tenant Union co-founder Donna Mossman 
thinks the Bedford–Union Armory should become a com-
munity center instead of a residential development.
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It’s Shakespeare in the buff!
An all-female troupe of actors 

will give a naked performance of 
Shakespeare’s play “The Tempest” 
in Prospect Park next month. The 
live nude girl group will bring the 
provocative performance to the 
park’s Music Pagoda for four free 
performances on Sept. 7–10. The 
show’s male director says that the 
stripped-down production is de-
signed to promote body positiv-
ity — but he also knew that using 
unclad actors would create some 
conversation. 

“People are going to have big, 
strong reactions,” said Pitr Strait, 
who lives in Park Slope. “We asked 
‘How do we work nudity into the 
play so Shakespeare doesn’t get 
swallowed up and so the huge, dis-
tracting thing works for us?’ ”

William Shakespeare’s final 
play is set on a magical island, 
and the inhabitants of the remote 
isle begin the play in the altogether. 
Those who shipwreck on the beach 
begin by wearing pencil skirts, 
high heels, and corsets, but their 
stuffy ensembles are too much for 
the tropical island and the women 
unclothe their naked villainy by 
the end of the play.

This is the second incarnation 
of the show, which premiered in 
Manhattan’s Central Park in May. 
Public nudity is illegal in New York 
City parks, but officials make spe-

O BRAVE NUDE WORLD
Naked women to perform ‘Tempest’ in Prospect Park — and it’s legal!

Reanna Roane plays the spirit Ariel in a nude, all-female production of “The Tempest” 
opening in Prospect Park on Sept. 7.
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cial exceptions for performance 
art, said Strait, and the group has 
secured permits for the shows.

The permit for the Manhattan 
shows only allowed full nudity 
during the actual performances, 
so the actors could not have an un-
dress rehearsal inside the park. In-

stead, the group prepared for the 
show by going to a nude spa so 
they could adjust to being in the 
buff together, and rehearsed topless 
before opening night. The actors 
also sweated through some intense 
training from Strait to perfect their 
use of Shakespearean language — 

which should silence critics who 
think the show is just a gimmick, 
said one of the actors.

“We focused deeply on the lan-
guage,” said Kara Lynn, a body 
paint and nude figure model who 
portrays the young prince Ferdi-
nand. “So this play isn’t just about 

a bunch of naked women. We’re 
all trained Shakespearean actors. 
As an actor, doing Shakespeare 
is already difficult, but now do-
ing it nude was another layer of 
‘Oh my God.’ ”

During the month leading up 
to the premiere, Lynn went to the 
gym and attended yoga classes to 
help give her the confidence to act 
while in her birthday suit.

“As a woman you want to re-
main true to the body-positivity 
movement, but at the same time 
you want to feel good about your-
self,” she said.

About 400 people turned out 
to peep at the two Central Park 
performances in May, and most 
audience members reacted pos-
itively, said Lynn. But the play 
caused a tempest in a teapot as 
critics — most of whom had not 
seen the show — slammed it for 
tarnishing Shakespeare’s work. 
But Lynn said that she is willing 
to stand against the slings and ar-
rows of outrage in order to pro-
mote healthy body images.

“I do it more for the body-posi-
tivity movement and the idea that 
women shouldn’t be ashamed 
of their bodies, just like men 
shouldn’t,” she said.

“The Tempest” at Prospect 
Park’s Music Pagoda (at the 
north end of the Nethermead, 
enter at Ocean Avenue and Lin-
coln Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens). Sept. 7–10 at 5:30 
pm. Free.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This warehouse is still a bare 
house!

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s long-
awaited Empire Stores ware-
house redevelopment finally 
opened its doors last Thursday 
with the arrival of high-end 
Dumbo furniture hawker West 
Elm, but don’t start planning a 
big shopping expedition there 
just yet — no other stores will 
open there until next year, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the developer.

Builder Midtown Equities was 
 originally slated to open its re-
tail, restaurant, and office com-
plex inside the seven connected 
Civil War–era buildings in 2015 , 
though in May of this year told 
this paper it would open the com-
pound in the fall. But the rep 
now claims there haven’t been 
any delays, and this was the plan 
all along. 

“Fall 2016 was the estimate 
for the first store, so we’re on 
track,” said Midtown spokes-
woman Tina Clabbers. “West 
Elm was first to move in, and 
now others will start.” 

Construction on the rest of the 
landmarked Water Street prop-
erty is “nearing completion,” she 
said, and other tenants — which 
include  a satellite museum of the 
Brooklyn Historical Society , an 
 outpost of popular area eatery 
Vinegar Hill House ,  a rooftop 
beer garden , and  a storefront for 
hip watchmaker Shinola  — will 
soon begin their decking out their 
spaces for an expected opening 
of winter 2017. 

Still, early shoppers say they 
like what is there so far — espe-
cially West Elm’s in-house cafe, 
which has views looking out over 
the East River.

“I think it’s beautiful, they 
did a really good job preserv-
ing it,” said Dumbo resident 
Christy Gibb, who visited the 
emporium on its opening day. 

The new West Elm store is the first to open inside the Em-
pire Stores warehouses — and the only one for awhile.
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Lone shop opens in Dumbo’s 
ambitious warehouse convo

Empire’s state

“The coffee shop has the best 
view going.” 

The makeover is a long time 
coming for the historic struc-
ture,  where coffee barons the 
Arbuckle brothers once stored 
and packaged their famed Ar-
iosa brand in the late 19th cen-
tury , but which has been sitting 
vacant and decomposing since 
the 1960s.

Dumbo real-estate tycoon Da-
vid Walentas of Two Trees Man-
agement first secured the rights 
to redevelop the property in the 
mid-1980s, when it was part of 
Empire–Fulton Ferry State Park, 
but the state  in 2002 handed it 
over to rival developer Shaya 
Boymelgreen , who planned to 
remodel the storehouse into Chel-
sea Market–style mall.  

The state then took it back af-
ter four years of inaction, claim-
ing Boymelgreen  left the already 
decrepit buildings to languish  
into a dangerous state of disre-
pair. And finally in 2013, the city 
— now in control of the land after 
Brooklyn Bridge Park subsumed 
the state park in 2010 —  tapped 
Midtown Equities for the job , 
granting it a 96-year lease. 

The full renovation of the 
Civil War–era warehouses 
— including this open-air 
courtyard — isn’t expected 
to be completed until 2017.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A Clinton Hill man lost his home and his vehicle 
in one fell swoop last Thursday when he crashed 
his 1998 Pathfinder Sport into several cars and the 
entire camper collapsed onto the street.

The driver — a spacey Swiss man sporting a tie-
dyed T-shirt with a picture of a cat on it — was turn-
ing left from Vanderbilt Avenue to the Bedford–
Stuyvesant–bound side of Park Avenue at around 1 
pm when he hit a 2015 Infiniti and a 2016 Hyundai, 
causing the back of his ramshackle mobile home to 
cave in, witnesses told ace photographer Paul Mar-
tinka, who captured the aftermath.

The man said he lives in the van under the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway, and was still hoping to 
save the mobile home’s roof, Martinka said. The 
gent did not have a license or identification, and 
the van did not have any plates.

The Police Department says officers slapped 
him with three summonses, but couldn’t say what 
they were for.

The crumpled camper blocked traffic on that 
block of Park Avenue’s lanes for at least three hours 
while authorities and drivers waited for tow trucks 
to cart away it and one of the damaged cars, which 
was also in pretty gnarly shape, Martinka said.

Camper crash in C’Hill

Van damn! 
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Hundreds of people turned out 
for a controversial festival com-
memorating the Crown Heights 
riot on Aug. 21, despite some slam-
ming it as a distasteful way to 
mark such a dark period in the 
neighborhood’s history. 

Organizers say they understand 
why the family of Yankel Rosen-
baum — the Australian Jewish 
man killed during the 1991 tur-
moil — described a fete promising 
“fun for all ages”  as “an insult” to 
his memory , but the large turnout 
from both black and Jewish res-
idents shows it really did bring 
the communities  together.

“I definitely understand — he 
felt it was inappropriate,” said or-
ganizer Rabbi Eli Cohen, direc-
tor of Jewish group the Crown 
Heights Community Council. 
“We did it because we feel it’s 
important and to focus on what 

we can achieve when we work to-
gether — because look at what 
can happen.” 

The One Crown Heights festi-
val marked 25 years since a motor-
cade carrying a prominent Jewish 
leader ran over 7-year-old black 
boy Gavin Cato, igniting racial 
tensions in the predominantly 
black and Hasidic Jewish com-
munity. Hours later, rioters fatally 
stabbed Rosenbaum, and three 
days of chaos followed.

Local leaders including Bor-
ough President Adams, Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D–Crown 
Heights), and Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Crown Heights) 
started the day at the Jewish 
Children’s Museum with a cer-
emony remembering both Cato 
and Rosenbaum, followed by a 
march down Kingston Avenue 
to Brower Park for the festivi-
ties, which included rides, games, 
and performances from Carib-

The very fest intentions
25 years later, Crown Heights holds controversial ‘riot’ fete

Rabbi Eli Cohen of the Crown Heights Jewish Community 
Council and Mike Joseph from steel pan group Harmony 
Music Makers demonstrate some community unity at the 
festival on Aug. 21.
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though Gavin Cato’s father Car-
mel attended. Both men, who have 
been friends for 15 years,  nev-
ertheless broke rye bread at a 
Midwood deli  before mourning 
in their own ways. 

Festival attendees say their 
families enjoyed the fair, and 
defended the neighborhood get-
together as a way of showing how 
far the community has come since 
its ugliest days.

“The festival wasn’t wrong 
— it was more like a celebra-
tion toward the community com-
ing together,” said Looly Cohen, 
whose two daughters got their 
faces painted and bounced on 
the jumping castle. “It was very 
nice and there were lots of things 
to do.”

Rabbi Eli Cohen, a lifelong 
Crown Heights resident, says 
he has seen the changes in the 
community first-hand, and hopes 
another festival happens for the 
50th anniversary.

“A lot has changed — it’s a 
different community,” he said. 
“Crime has gone down, which 
has helped a lot of groups work-
ing together. We hope to be there 
for the next festival.”

bean steel pan bands.
Yankel Rosenbaum’s brother 

Norman — who was in town for 

the anniversary — and some local 
Orthodox leaders denounced the 
upbeat fiesta ahead of the event, 

Local community leaders play the shofar — a Jewish instru-
ment made from a ram’s horn — with Councilman Mathieu 
Eugene.
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By Laura Amato
Brooklyn Paper

It’s almost “Tebow Time” in 
Brooklyn.

Heisman Trophy winner and 
former Denver Broncos star quar-
terback Tim Tebow may soon be 
headed to MCU Park — and Cy-
clones officials say a 2017 roster 
including the failed New York 
Jet would be the biggest news for 
Brooklyn sports since professional 
baseball returned to the borough 
in 2001.

“It would generate national atten-
tion,” said Cyclones communication 
director Billy Harner before going 
one better. “It would generate in-
ternational attention.”

The 29-year- old burst 
on the sports scene 
in 2007 when he 
was named col-
lege football’s 
best player 
after quar-
terbacking 
the Univer-
sity of Flor-
ida to a national 
championship. He 
led the Denver Bron-
cos to an AFC West title 
in 2012 before being traded to 
the Jets after the season. He didn’t 
play much in the Meadowlands, and 
was eventually cut from the team 
in 2013. He hasn’t played an NFL 
game since.

The Mets signed Tebow last 
week, and announced that he will 
play in the Arizona Fall League 
— albeit with weekends off so he 
can work as an analyst for an ESPN 
affiliate. 

But one of the next steps for 
Tebow could be the Cyclones, a 

team that is no stranger to bring-
ing big-name players to MCU Park. 
Jose Reyes’s return to the Mets 
started in Brooklyn last summer, 
and his first stint with the team in 
June  drew the biggest crowds of 
the season .

But Harner said having Tebow 
would be an even bigger draw 
thanks to the heartthrob’s good 
looks and athletic ability.

“I think [Reyes] times 100,” he 
said. “This story and this player are 
as much People Magazine as he is 
Sports Illustrated. So you’re get-
ting the entertainment side 
of it as well as the sports 

side of it.”

Of course, there’s still a long way 
for Tebow to go before he suits up 
in a Cyclones uniform.

He has never played professional 
baseball, and hasn’t played base-
ball competitively since his junior 
year in high school more than a de-

cade ago.
That has left plenty 
of question marks 
surrounding what 
he’ll be able to do 
on the field, but 
if Tebow can 

make it to Brooklyn, his impact 
on the entire Cyclones franchise 
would be unprecedented.

“I’d imagine if he were here open-
ing day 2017, which is very far off, 
but I mean that would be something 
that would be one of the [biggest] 
media turnouts we’ve had since the 
beginning of the franchise,” Harner 
said. “And that was the first game 
in Brooklyn since the ’50s.”

The Mets expect Tebow to spend 
about three weeks in the instruc-
tional league — where he’ll com-
pete with players in their teens — 
and then move on to a winter league 
or more specialized, one-on-one 
workouts in Florida.

“There’s so many moving parts to 
this, because no one really 

knows what to expect 
from him,” Harner 

said. “He’s never 
played profes-

sional baseball 
before.”

T e b o w 
is expected 
to play for 
the Mets 
in spring 
t r a i n i n g 

next year 
where, according 

to Harner, “like every-
body else, he’d be com-

peting … for a spot.”
Then, if everything goes well, 

he’d move on to the next level 
— including possibly landing in 
Brooklyn.

“At this point we’re kind of far 
off,” Harner said. “He’s got to get 
acclimated to professional base-
ball and get there and spend a lit-
tle more time in St. Lucie. Then 
we’ll see where that goes.”

TEBOW IN BKLYN? 
One-time Jet now a Met — and he could play for Cyclones

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

No sail! 
City honchos say they won’t 

be launching a hotly anticipated 
year-round, daily ferry connection 
between Brooklyn and Governors 
Island anytime soon, despite pre-
viously saying they could start one 
when their city-wide boat-tran-
sit service begins next year. Of-
ficials now claim the island isn’t 
popular enough to warrant the 
extra leg yet, and say they won’t 
weigh anchor until there are more 
year-round businesses and attrac-
tions there.

“It’s always been a plan for that 
to be an option that we can acti-
vate when the time is right,” said 
Maria Torres-Springer, president 
of the city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, which will op-
erate the new ferries. “We have 

the ability to do it, it’s just a ques-
tion of when it makes the most 
sense.”

Ironically, the news comes 
 just as the agency is launching  a 
new campaign dubbed “Gov Is-
land 365,” urging New Yorkers 
to suggest ways it can make the 
island a destination “where you 
could work, learn, and play year-
round.” 

Brooklyn residents and pols 
have been doing that for years, 
 calling for a permanent ride  to 
the island’s stunning parks, his-
toric sites, and the New York Har-
bor School, which  relocated  from 
Bushwick to Governors Island in 
2010.

In October last year,  one of Tor-
res-Springer’s colleagues said  the 
city could create the route when 
it opens five new ferry stops be-
tween Brooklyn Heights and Bay 

Marooned!
City: No year-round Brooklyn 
ferry to Governors Island yet

The city’s new ferry boats won’t be setting sail for Governors Island in the near future.
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Ridge in January 2017, so long 
as the operator it selects for the 
gig is offering to do it for the 
right price. The city included a 
route between Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Governors Island, and 
Red Hook as an “option” for 
2017  in its own maps .

But a spokesman now says 
money was never the issue — 
the island needs more develop-
ment before the service will be 
worthwhile.

“It’s not an issue of cost, it’s 
an issue of logistics,” said Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion rep Anthony Hogrebe.

Hogrebe wouldn’t say if a 
Governors Island leg was part 
of  eventual winner Hornblower 
Cruises and Events ’ pitch, but 
said that the city is in talks with 
the new skipper now about start-
ing the route “when it makes 
sense.” 

He added that the route will 
make the most sense once the 
island is a year-round destina-
tion. But for that to happen, of 
course, people need to be able 
to get there.

Currently, Brooklyn–to–
Governors Island ferries only 
run on weekends from late May 

See FERRY  on page 13

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The new Jay Street bike lane is on 
the right path, but there are still some 
roadblocks, according to riders.

The Department of Transportation in-
stalled  the long-awaited pedaling paths 
on the treacherous Downtown thorough-
fare last month , and cyclists say it is a 
definite improvement, with fewer mo-
torists getting in their way than before. 
But some scofflaws are still brazenly 
cruising and parking in the new lanes 
with impunity, and riders say the city and 
police must do more to keep the cars out 
before they’ll truly feel safe there.

“It’s great for commuters right now 
who are already fearlessly going up Jay 
Street, but families, kids, people who 
are concerned by biking aren’t going to 
try it out because it’s still so lawless,” 
said Brandon Chamberlin, who rides 
the path to work every day from Pros-
pect Heights.

The new dedicated bike lanes be-
tween Fulton and Tillary streets are 
painted a bright green and are sepa-
rated from traffic by a row of parking. 
Previously, cyclists had to ride alongside 
vehicles on paths marked only in white 
paint that motorists —  especially city 
employees, cops, and news crews with 
placards  — routinely double-parked, U-
turned, and drove on, sometimes with 
tragic results.

Word on the Jay Street
Cyclists weigh in on long-awaited new D’town bike lane

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

 The new Jay Street bike lane  runs right 
outside the Brooklyn Paper Building in 
America’s Downtown, so we’ve had plenty 
of time to scrutinize its every marking, 
and chat with other cyclists and drivers 
about the good and the bad. 

Here are some ways the city could make 
it even better, according to the people who 
use it.

More ways to 
fi x Jay Street

Riders take a spin on the new Jay Street bike lane, which the city paint-
ed onto the notoriously treacherous stretch last month.
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injured in crashes on the arterial road-
way between 2010 and 2014, accord-
ing to city data, and this paper’s read-
ers  voted  the previous lane the scariest 
in the city in  a 2012 poll .

Pedal pushers report more drivers 
staying in their own lane thanks to the 
new Jay Street layout, but say police 

still aren’t cracking down on the ones 
who continue to cross the line.

One bike activist said he was riding 
on the street with his 7-year-old daugh-
ter recently when  the driver of a secu-
rity truck veered into the bike lane  and 
nearly hit his kid, then parked over the 
path. He said he alerted a nearby cop, 
but the patrolman claimed he couldn’t 

do anything because it wasn’t his ju-
risdiction. 

The new lane is better, he says, but 
ultimately only as effective as those en-
forcing it.

“It often seems to be a pretty safe and 
unincumbered passage, but that expe-
rience really underscores the need for 
the NYPD to enforce the lane and keep 
cars from parking in it,” said Windsor 
Terrace resident Paul Steely White, the 
director of bike advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives.

Riders also say they’d like actual bar-
riers to keep drivers out of the path — 
 something many had asked for when the 
transportation department was still plan-
ning the road makeover . The transpor-
tation department has put in a handful 
of short plastic posts called “bollards” 
near bus stops, but cyclists say way more 
are needed to keep drivers out.

“There needs to be something to phys-
ically demarcate the buffer when people 
park their cars,” said Prospect Heights 
resident Paul Vogel, who claims a po-
lice officer sideswiped him recently as 
he was riding in the lane on his way 
to work. 

A Department of Transportation 
spokesman said the agency is planning 
to add more bollards, but wouldn’t say 
when or where.

The Police Department did not re-
turn a request for comment.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

BUILD A WALL: The city has placed a 
few bollards  to separate the bike lanes 
from vehicle traffic next to the MetroTech 
bus stop, but riders say the entire street 
could use more of the physical barricades 
to keep both forms of traffic apart.

LET THERE BE LIGHT: Cyclists some-
times can’t see the traffic lights at the 
MetroTech parking garage because large 
trucks are parked there. They suggest an-
other hanging light closer to the cycling 
path.

BARRIERS TO ENTRY: The new bike lane 
starts abruptly near Willoughby Street, 
and riders only have around a car’s-length 
to slide in there — and that’s when a car 
isn’t parked in the entryway. More mark-
ings and bollards would help.

DO A GOOD TURN: Drivers often can’t 
see cyclists when turning left into the 
MetroTech parking garage if cars are 
parked in front of the bike lane. Make the 
parking lane shorter, add a “yield” sign to 
the bike lane, or give cars a turning light.
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Many riders say the new bike lane is a much-needed improvement, 
but the city and cops should do more to keep it the path clear.
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BUT WHAT DOES 
GAMBY THINK? 

SEE PAGE 13
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a Gowanus root canal!
The long-awaited federal cleanup of 

the Gowanus Canal got underway on 
Tuesday as crews began pulling large 
pieces of debris from the passageway’s 
noxious waters. 

And to see the remediation get under-
way after years of community meetings 
mapping out the waterway’s cleanup 
was a fulfilling moment for at least 
one local who is part of a panel de-
signed to find the best way forward 
for the scrub.

“We did a lot of work in all our meet-
ings hearing about these activities and to 
see them moving forward at this point is 
exciting,” said Marlene Donnelly, who 
is part of the Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Advisory Group.

Crews will remove 36 large objects 
— including two boat wrecks the fed-
eral government determined have no his-
torical significance — from the Fourth 
Street basin behind Whole Foods over 
the next two weeks, according to Nat-
alie Loney, who is the project man-
ager for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Ahead of the removal, the agency 
used sonar to map out the floor of the 

CANAL CLEANUP BEGINS
basin and found objects including a tree, 
eight support pilings, and several tires, 
she said.

Loney said the feds have a good idea 
about what they will find lying beneath 
the disgusting waters, including bikes 
and shopping carts, but also said that 
they might stumble upon some unex-
pected finds within the murky depths 
that is known in folklore as a dumping 
ground for bodies.

“We expect to find what you normally 
find in an urban setting,” she said. “So 
there will be urban debris, there may 
be some surprises. I can’t expect what 
they might be.”

Once the objects are pulled up from 
the sludgy abyss, they will be unloaded 
onto a barge, where crews will wash and 
clean them before they are divided into 
landfill or recyclable materials, while 
any of the toxic sediment that comes up 
will be taken to an off-site facility.

Air monitors positioned along the 
canal will keep an eye on the air qual-
ity as debris is taken out and the sedi-
ment — which contains toxic coal tar 
— is shaken up, although Loney said 
that she doesn’t expect there will be 
high spikes of contamints flooding the 
Gowanus air.

And a turbidity curtain has been in-
stalled to ensure that disrupted sedi-
ment doesn’t infiltrate the rest of the 
canal, Loney said.

The debris removal is the first step 
of the lengthy cleanup process, which 
is expected to be completed in 2022, 
12 years after the feds designated it as 
a Superfund cleanup site. 

Crews will return in 2017 to dredge 
the coal tar infested waterway after 
the objects are removed from the ca-
nal bed.

The cleanup comes at a time when 
residential development along Brook-
lyn’s Nautical Purgatory is at an all-
time high, as luxury condos are rising 
along Bond Street in Carroll Gardens 
as well as on Carroll Street near the fa-
mous wooden drawbridge.  

Six years after Gowanus declared Superfund site, Fed crews get to work 

The Environmental Protection Agency says crews might run into some surprises as they pull up debris.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The opening of Brooklyn Heights’ 
newly restored Bossert Hotel has been 
pushed back yet again — until some-
time next year, despite  promises that the 
high-end Montague Street inn would 
welcome guests this month , Brooklyn 
Paper has learned.

One local leader learned of the de-
lay when he tried to book an event for 
his civic group this month, only to be 
told the elevators were out of commis-
sion until at least December. 

“They didn’t give us a firm date when 
it would be opening,” said Peter Bray, who 
is the executive director of the Brook-

lyn Heights Association.
And a construction worker at the site 

on the corner of Hicks and Montague 
streets claimed the hotel will not be ready 
to open until next year.

It is the latest delay in the opening of 
the historic lodge that for years housed 
members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses be-
fore being sold in 2012.

Developer David Bistricer of Clip-
per Equity told this paper in June that 
the 107-year-old hotel would open in 
October, three years after he and fel-
low real-estate tycoon Joseph Chetrit 
initially promised to have the ornate 
inn up and running. 

But the floors still need to be re-

finished and the elevators must be 
fixed before the hotel can open its 280 
rooms, ground-floor restaurant, cafe, 
and rooftop eatery and bar, according 
to the worker.

People have been itching to book a 
night at the  swanky hotel , known as 
Brooklyn’s “Waldorf Astoria,” since this 
paper started writing about it, frequently 
contacting reporters asking about how 
they can  make reservations  at the same 
place where the Brooklyn Dodgers fa-
mously celebrated their 1955 World Se-
ries win.

Argentinian hotelier Fen Hotels — 
the same operator that opened the Daz-
zler Hotel at Tillary Street and Flatbush 

Avenue Extension Downtown — will 
run the hotel under the name Esplendor 
Bossert, and has yet to set up a website 
for bookings.

And from his daily observations, 
Bray said that unfortunately, it doesn’t 
look like anybody will be staying the 
night in one of the hotel’s plush beds 
anytime soon.

“I walk by it everyday and on the 
ground floor when you look in the door 
you see that there’s quite a ways to go,” 
he said. “It’s very bizarre, it’s already 
taken far longer than one would expect 
on any normal project of this sort.” 

Clipper Equity did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Bossert opening pushed back
Worker: Long-delayed hotel restoration won’t be ready until next year

There’s still quite a bit of work to go inside the lobby before Brooklyn 
Heights’ Bossert Hotel can open.
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Hill fans campaign in ... style?
Clinton fashion parades across Brooklyn Bridge, with message

A couple hundred Hillary Clinton supporters donned their best pantsuits to march over the 
Brooklyn Bridge for National Pantsuit Day.
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(Left) Clinton supporters as 
they proceeded over the 
crossing. (Above) Olympic 
figure skater Michelle Kwan 
even made an appearance, 
although not in a pantsuit.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a power walk! 
Hundreds of Hillary Clinton 

supporters threw on their best 
Clinton-esque pantsuits and 
marched across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to show their solidarity 
with the presidential candidate on 
Saturday, and even though many 
of the marchers might not have 
their own closet lined with the 
one-stop-shop outfit, they still 
applauded Clinton’s trend-set-
ting and years-long embrace of 
the fashion. 

“It’s not my style but I love 
that she wears them,” said Andrea 
Reese, a Park Sloper who unlike 
Clinton’s designer digs, donned a 
makeshift teal pantsuit she made 
out of separates. “I love that she 
doesn’t do this sort of traditional 
feminine appearance, I think it 
represented an important part of 
who she is.”

The march was one of seven 
that took place around the country 
to pay tribute to Clinton’s mono-
chromatic go-to and rally sup-
porters — whom in the past she 
has jokingly called the “ Sister-
hood of the Traveling Pantsuit ” 
— ahead of Election Day. 

The horde of participants 

donned pantsuits of all persua-
sions — business casual, festive, 
patterned, and bright — as they 
chanted and held signs with say-
ings such as “B---- pleats” “Nasty 
women get s--- done” (thanks, 
Donald Trump!) and “Pantsuit 
power.” 

Clinton has modeled her signa-

ture style in all forms — and may 
even have  taken inspiration from 
Death Row Records hip hop art-
ists  — but Reese said that her fa-
vorite pantsuit to see on the nom-
inee nods back to a time when 
women were also fighting to 
gain power.

“I like the white because it 

makes me think of the suffrag-
ettes,” she said.

Once marchers made their way 
over the bridge, they gathered at 
Clinton’s Pierrepont Street head-
quarters to unleash their rally 
cries, which included an appear-
ance from Olympic figure skating 
medalist Michelle Kwan.

BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2016 AWP/16 pages • Vol. 39, No. 46 • November 11–17, 2016 • FREEServing Brownstone Brooklyn, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

Your World  — Your News

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

The developer who controls the old 
Long Island College Hospital site in Cob-
ble Hill shocked local residents and pols 
last Friday when it announced it has given 
up trying to secure their support to rezone 
the land so it can build a massive luxury 
housing complex there, and will instead 
just build a slightly less massive one that 
doesn’t require the city’s approval.

To add insult to injury, local lead-
ers and Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Cobble Hill) — who had been trying to 
negotiate with the developer and City 
Hall for a mutually agreeable design be-
fore  discussions flatlined this year  — 

learned the news via  a Politico article  
published that afternoon, a fact they say 
proves developer Fortis Property Group 
was never really taking their concerns 
seriously anyway.

“To release this to the press as the 
way to inform your negotiating part-
ners, I think it goes to show they don’t 
act in good faith when they come to 
the table,” said Amy Breedlove, the 
president of civic group the Cobble 
Hill Association. 

Fortis  had put forward two plans for 
the property  — one shovel-ready “as-of-
right” design that includes several high-
rises of up to 35 stories towering over 
the historic low-rise neighborhood, and 
a rezoning plan that has more units but 

placed the towers a bit farther away from 
local brownstones, and included some 
below-market-rate apartments, space for 
a school, and more parkland.

Cobble Hill Association members and 
many other residents balked at both de-
signs — while  Lander said he wouldn’t 
give his crucial support for the rezoning 
without theirs  — and the various parties 
tried to work out a compromise in meet-
ings organized by City Hall, which was 
keen to secure the below-market housing 
in order to hit Mayor DeBlasio’s goal of 
building 80,000 new units by 2024.

But Breedlove says the talks never 
really went anywhere, and she hadn’t 
heard a peep from Fortis this year. 

City Hall also only learned about For-

LICH developer abandons pursuit of local approval

Growing their own way

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill) last Thursday voted 
to support  a controversial Down-
town rezoning  that will allow a 
developer to build a new apart-
ment complex on Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension. 

Both the local community board 
 and Borough President Adams  re-

jected the plan, arguing it would 
bring too many new people to the 
area without adding any infrastruc-
ture like school space to support 
them, but Levin struck a deal with 
the developer to reduce the size of 
the building, and says he is sat-
isfied the compromise means the 
building now won’t be such a bur-
den on the area. 

“It would have less of an impact 

on important neighborhood infra-
structure like schools,” he said. 

Levin was one of 19 members 
of Council’s Land Use commit-
tee who voted to approve the ap-
plication, with one member vot-
ing against it and one abstaining. 
The full Council still has to vote 
on the measure on Nov. 16, but the 
support of the local member usu-
ally guarantees its success.

Developer Savanna Partners 
had originally applied to build a 
49-story high-rise on a triangu-
lar lot at Willoughby Street con-
taining 270 units — 81 of which 
will be below-market-rate — seven 
floors of office space, and three 
floors of retail. 

In addition to concerns about 
taxing local infrastructure,  some 
pols were worried  that approv-

Councilman: I’m up for it!
Levin backs controversial Downtown rezoning for another new high-rise

Councilman Steve Levin’s support for rezoning this land all 
but seals the deal for it to become a high-rise apartment 
building.
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ing the original rezoning would 
have set a dangerous precedent 
by allowing a lot of density on 
a small lot. 

It called for a floor-area-ratio 
— the measure used to determine 
how large a building can be relative 
to the size of the land it is on — of 
18, compared to the site’s current 
ratio of 7.8, which would allow 
only for a building of around 15 
stories. Levin’s deal sets the ratio 
at 15 — around 44 stories.

Levin says he likes the proj-
ect because it includes lots of re-
tail and office space. The city re-
zoned Downtown in 2004 with the 
intention of creating more com-
mercial buildings, but develop-
ers have instead erected dozens 
of residential buildings there, and 
he hopes a new tower at 141 Wil-
loughby St. will encourage other 
builders to include both.

“When they rezoned in 2004 
they thought it would be 1 million 
square feet of residential and in-
stead it’s been closer to 10 million 
once it’s finally built out,” he said. 
“This project was seeking to ad-
dress some of those issues by hav-
ing both commercial and residen-
tial in the same building.” 

Schools were a big part of the 
negotiations, Levin claims, but be-
cause the city is in talks to build 
a school in the City Point com-
plex next door, he didn’t think it 
was necessary for Savanna to put 
aside space or money for an edu-
cational institution. 

“We had discussions around 
schools and a few people are ex-
ploring siting a school in a build-
ing next door,” he said. 

And at least one critic of Savan-

na’s original plan said he is happy 
with the compromise, given these 
sorts of rezonings tend to get ap-
proved one way or the other.

“In the kind of real world of the 
way that land-use decisions are 
made by the city, this was the best 
outcome that we could achieve,” 
said Peter Bray, the executive di-
rector of civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, who dis-
cussed the deal with Levin with 
other community groups.

School in store?
City, Downtown mall in talks

Downtown’s City Point mall.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city is really shopping 
around for new school space 
Downtown!

Education officials are in talks 
with the developer of the mas-
sive new City Point mall and res-
idential complex to build a long-
sought new public school in its 
Fulton Street development, ac-
cording to a local pol familiar 

with the discussions. 
“My understanding is that 

there have been discussions 
around siting a school there 
and those conversations are on-
going,” said Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Downtown). “Noth-
ing is promised, but we’re go-
ing to continue to work on it. I 
think it’s absolutely appropriate 
to have a school there.” 

See SCHOOL  on page 12

Fortis’s most-recent plan for the old Long Island College Hospital site, 
described by several local leaders as “hideous.”
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tis’s decision to give up on compromise 
from a reporter, a rep said, and the mayor 
is bummed about the loss of so-called af-
fordable housing and the school space, a 
spokeswoman said in a statement.

“This is not the plan we wanted, and 
nobody won here,” said deputy press 
secretary Melissa Grace. 

Breedlove agrees everybody is los-
ing out, but says she doesn’t think the 
community would have been any bet-
ter off by accepting the most-recent re-
zone plan just to get the below-market 
housing or school space.

“Nothing we saw was going to be great 
for the community,” she said.

The civic group will now try to come 
up with a way to block the development 
through legal action, Breedlove says. 

A Fortis spokesman refused to say 
whether the developer would go ahead 
with its previously released as-of-right 
design — described separately by both 
 Lander  and Breedlove as “hideous” — 
or come up with something new, but 
issued a statement saying it would an-
nounce more details soon.

DREAMS SUNK

Presented without comment from the Brooklyn Paper’s in-house cartoonist Sylvan Migdal.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

In the end, Clinton Street and Sec-
ond Place were the real signs of the 
times.

Hundreds of Brooklynites gathered 
at President and Clinton streets in Car-
roll Gardens to watch the presidential 
election results roll in on Nov. 8, but 
the largely pro-Clinton crowd turned 
from celebration to desperation as it be-
came increasingly unlikely that the street 
names would prove prophetic — for a 
second time, at least — with many at-
tendees saying they’d rather leave Brook-
lyn and the U.S. altogether than face 
life under a President Trump. 

“I’m moving to Malaysia, I can’t 
live with that — the hate and the vile 
stuff that comes out of him, I’m already 
freaked out,” said Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District resident and event co-
organizer Amanda Zinoman, who said 
she was particularly scared for her Afri-
can-American son. “It’s terrifying.”

More than 200 people were crammed 
into the corner at any one time during 
the bash, police estimated. The whole 
event was thrown together in only a few 
days, according to Zinoman — she and 
others raised some cash online for a 
permit and to rent a big screen to dis-
play live coverage, and several food 
trucks (including, yes,  a taco truck ) 
came out as well. 

But it didn’t turn out to be the victory 
party guests were expecting, they said.

“We totally expected to be able 

Trump victory shocks Brooklyn block party
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Hundreds of Hillary Clinton fans 
— many of them kids — gathered 
on President and Clinton streets 
in Carroll Gardens on Nov. 8 to 
watch the results of the presiden-
tial election roll in, but the signs 
did not point to the eventual win-
ner. 

COMPLETE ELECTION COVERAGE: PAGE 14
See BLOCK  on page 14
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Your World  — Your News

Having a ball
Wonder twins Everett, right, and Lumi Komulainen-Chin, 3, teamed up to build a snow-
man in Prospect Park on Saturday, which, by the looks of its bottom half, was set to dwarf 
the duo. The snowfall gave the borough its first taste of a white winter, but rain and 
warming temperatures quickly melted the fun.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Legalize it!
The city will finally sanction a 

popular but illicit route for cyclists 
trying to get across Court Street 
from Amity to Dean streets under 
a proposed overhaul of the Cob-
ble Hill intersection, and easy rid-
ers are stoked — they say they’ve 
been blowing that joint for years 
anyway, and it’s time The Man let 
them bring their habit out in the 
open so they can do it safely.

“People are already doing it,” 
said Cobble Hill bike activist Ba-
hij Chancey at a Community Board 
6 meeting on Dec. 15, where De-
partment of Transportation big-
wigs unveiled the plan. “I don’t 
think it will increase the number 
of people doing it, I just think it 
means the people who are doing 
it will be safe.” 

The two streets both abut Court 
Street on opposite sides but are off-
set by about 45 feet. Traffic on the 
hairy thoroughfare is one-way and 
Red Hook-bound, so travelers com-
ing to the end of Amity Street can’t 
make a left-hand, Carroll Gardens-
bound turn over Dean Street with-

City wants to green-light illicit bike path across Court St.

out getting on the wrong side of 
the Fuzz — although many rid-
ers do it anyhow. 

Now officials want to okay the 
underground movement, paint-
ing markings across Court Street 
and installing signs that read “no 
left turn except bicycles” at Am-
ity Street.

But one board member totally 
harshed the bikers’ mellow, say-
ing it was half-baked to encourage 
more free-wheeling commuters to 

do something that is supposed to 
be against the law.

“You’re allowing cyclists to do 
something that is technically ille-
gal and you can ticket a motorist 
for it,” said Jerry Armer. 

A transportation honcho said 
the department is making a rare 
exception for safety’s sake.

“It’s not something we like to do 
all of the time,” said Ted Wright, 
the department’s director of, err, 
greenways. “What we’re doing is 

ROLL THIS JOINT
Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve lost the plot!
The Council’s land-use com-

mittee shot down a developer’s 
pitch to rezone an industrial Car-
roll Gardens lot for condos after the 
builder refused to include any be-
low-market-rate housing, rejecting 
the plan unanimously last Wednes-
day and giving the firm a tongue-
lashing in the process.

The proposal especially en-
raged Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Carroll Gardens), who got into 

a heated exchange with the build-
er’s lawyer at a hearing a few days 
earlier, at one point threatening 
to walk out. 

“You’re taking away something 
that’s useful to the public … and 
adding nothing that is useful to the 
public,” said Lander at the zoning 
subcommittee hearing last Mon-
day. “I don’t understand why we’d 
even consider supporting it.” 

Oestreicher Properties first ap-
plied to erect a 10-unit complex 
on 14–18 Carroll St. between Co-
lumbia and Van Brunt streets in 

2012 after buying the vacant land 
for $1.5 million. 

But a series of delays, includ-
ing Hurricane Sandy, pushed the 
lengthy rezoning process back and 
the city then  introduced its manda-
tory inclusionary housing scheme , 
which requires builders to include 
so-called affordable housing in 
new properties of more than 12,500 
square feet. 

Oestreicher insists it should 
be exempt because its proposal 
squeaks in just below at 12,459 
square feet, but Lander and the 

local community board told the 
developer it would need to com-
ply anyway if it wants their bless-
ing — and the pol was outraged 
when the firm came before the 
Council this week with no inten-
tion to do so, leading to the show-
down on Monday.

The builder’s lawyer Adam 
Rothkrug accused the Council of 
saying, “Pay us this money and 
you’ll get your rezoning” — and 
Lander then said he’d storm out 
of the hearing if the legal eagle 
didn’t retract. 

“I think you should step back 
that comment — no one here is try-
ing to hold anyone up for money,” 
the councilman said. 

Rothkrug took it back and the 
hearing continued, but he main-
tained that it is “wrong” to de-
mand Oestreicher include below-
market housing when there is no 
legal obligation to do so, while the 
members explained that it is un-
precedented for a developer in the 
DeBlasio era to seek a rezoning 
with no low-income housing.

Pols reject C’Gardens rezoning
Developer slammed for refusing to include any below-market housing

See REZONING  on page 8

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Now this is clean eating! 
Two Greenpoint restaurants are now 

offering reusable takeout containers — 
and discounts for diners who use and 
return them — as part of a new five-
month experiment called Shareware that 
they hope will prove to-go services can 
be less trashy. 

“The restaurant business is such a 
wasteful industry as it is,” said Todd 
Andrews, the chef and general manager 
at Italian eatery Anella on Franklin and 
Green streets, which has been offering 
Shareware since Dec. 8. “I think it’s an 
opportunity to show people it’s possi-
ble to at least attempt to cut down on 
restaurant waste.” 

Joining Anella in the planet-friendly 
program is comfort-food restaurant Jim-
my’s on Calyer and Franklin streets.

To participate, eco-savvy eaters need 
to  sign up for Shareware free online  and 
then let the eateries know they’re part of 
the project when ordering food. 

After chowing down, they rinse out 
the containers and return them to ei-
ther restaurant, which will then hand 
the returnee a 10-percent discount cou-
pon for their next purchase and clean 
the receptacles in a heavy-duty dish-
washer. 

So far, 14 people have joined, accord-
ing to the program’s organizers.

They acknowledge they’re asking 
members to put in more leg work and 
elbow grease than the average take-out 
customer, but believe the discount and 
sense of satisfaction for helping save 
the earth will be enough incentive for 
local do-gooders to get on board.

“The people participating are com-
munity members who are passionate 
about being part of reusable container 
program so they’re probably eager and 
excited to return it,” said Allison Cur-
rier, the environmental and community 
organizer for eco-activist group Neigh-
bors Allied for Good Growth. 

The group purchased 250 polypro-
pylene boxes with grant money from 
the Greenpoint Community Environ-
mental Fund — a state slush fund cre-
ated from money ExxonMobil had to 
cough up after spilling some 30 mil-
lion gallons of oil into the Newtown 
Creek — which will be in rotation for 
the next five months. 

Seasoned readers will remember 
“ shareware ” as free or cheap computer-
game demos that small software de-
velopers distributed on floppy disks in 
the 1990s, which people could copy for 
friends in the hope that they’d generate 
buzz and eventually customers — and 

Eat your green!
Greenpoint eateries now offering 
returnable takeout containers

Neighbors Allied for Good Growth are 
aiming for the kind of grassroots suc-
cess enjoyed by “Doom” and “Com-
mander Keen” to keep their Share-
ware going. 

The organization doesn’t have any 
more cash right now to keep the project 
going after the pilot, but Currier says 
it will at least create a how-to guide at 

the end so other eateries can replicate 
the service, and she thinks they will 
— even if only to save some dough 
on disposable containers.

“There is cost saving — you’re pur-
chasing something that’s reusable and 
not disposable,” she said. 

Sign up for Shareware at www.
nag-brooklyn.org/shareware.

Anella restaurant manager Lindsey Johnston shows off a Shareware 
reusable takeout container in action.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

White families living in Dumbo may 
be choosing to send their kindergartners 
to schools other than the mostly minority 
PS 307 in Vinegar Hill despite a  contro-
versial rezoning that many heralded as 
a crucial step towards integration , and 
one school leader is questioning whether 
the neighbors are avoiding the institu-
tion because of its racial makeup.

“My fear is that despite the rezoning, 
white parents aren’t going to come to 
this school because of its demograph-
ics,” said Faraji Hannah-Jones, a former 
Parent-Teacher Association co-president 
whose daughter attends the school. 

The Department of Education dramat-
ically expanded the area PS 307 serves 
this school year — it was previously 
just zoned for some kids in the Farragut 
Houses, and now encompasses all of  
Dumbo  — in order to ease overcrowd-
ing at  the mostly white PS 8 in Brook-
lyn Heights, which had to put dozens of 
youngsters on its  wait list last year .

Education officials predicted that the 
number of minority students attending 
PS 307 would drop from 90 percent to 
around 55 to 60 percent over several 
years, but many touted the change as 
a milestone for school desegregation, 
with local pols and some members of 
the district Community Education Coun-
cil arguing the rezoning would finally 

It’s not all white
PS 307 leader fears Dumbo residents 
avoiding recently rezoned school

bring white and black children together 
in a city where many schools are heav-
ily segregated.

But in its first year, the school’s ra-
cial makeup has remained roughly the 
same, with fewer than 10 white kids 
enrolling in kindergarten — the same 
figure as last fall, according to educa-
tion department data, which does not 
give the exact amount, so could be as 
few as one or zero. 

The figures do show that more kids 
from inside the zone are now attend-
ing PS 307 — a magnet school that re-
ceives federal money for math and sci-
ence programs that any student from 
across the city can attend. Last year 
just 18 of its 69 kindergartners were 
from inside the zone, while 31 of this 

Plans to integrate PS 307 in Vine-
gar Hill are yet to net any results.
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See SCHOOL  on page 8

USEFUL!

Councilman Brad Lander saved this long-vacant industrial 
lot from rezoning, arguing the developer needs to offer 
something to the community in return.
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INSIDE: TRUMP’S SON-IN-LAW BUYS MASSIVE LOT IN DUMBO, P.3

trying to provide a safer way for 
some of these people who making 
that crossing.”

The signs are just one part of the 
plan — agency officials also want 
to stick a two-block bike lane on 
Amity Street from Henry to Court 
streets to fill gaps in the pedaling-
path network, and install another 
crosswalk over Court Street, outside 
the Starbucks at Dean Street.

The changes won’t bogart any 
vehicle lanes, though they could nix 
one parking space, the reps said. 
Workers will just narrow the cur-
rent one-way travel lane on Amity 
Street a little and paint the cycling 
lane markings next to it.  

The committee members de-
cided to hold off voting on the pro-
posal until they rap with more Cob-
ble Hill residents at next month’s 
meeting. 

The city will finally sanction a popular but illicit route (seen 
in diagram) for cyclists trying to get across Court Street 
from Amity to Dean streets. 
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The girls are back in 
town! 

The city has  finally  re-
placed the “Miss Brooklyn” 
and “Miss Manhattan” stat-
ues that graced the entrance 
to the Manhattan Bridge for 
the first half of the 20th cen-
tury — unveiling rotating, 
light-up replicas at Flatbush 
Avenue and Tillary Street on 
Dec. 21  .

New York’s master builder 
Robert Moses banished the 
iconic sculptures in the 1960s 
because he thought they only 
got in the way of traffic, said 
the artist behind the new effi-
gies, but today we rightfully 
put such public artworks up 
on a pedestal — in this case, 
literally!

“Robert Moses saw those 
sculptures as being an imped-
iment to progress, and the new 
urban plan is thinking that art 
is something that would cre-
ate or enhance an area,” said 
 Brian Tolle . “I’ve been get-
ting e-mails from people who 
live in the area and are say-
ing, ‘Yay they’re here, I’m so 
happy, they’re beautiful.’ ”

Like the original idols — 
now housed at the Brooklyn 
Museum — chilled out “Miss 
Brooklyn” is depicted next to 
a tree and a child reading a 
book, while the more hoighty-
toighty “Miss Manhattan” sits 
with her foot on a chest next 
to a peacock.

But there are also some big 
differences — the first edi-
tions are granite and sat on 
either side of the once-grand 
entrance to the bridge, while 
the new iterations are cast in 
a gleaming white acrylic and 
are located on top of a 24-

foot pillar sticking out of a 
median, where they slowly 
spin around and emanate light 
at night.

In a troubling development, 
that means the figures some-
times look toward Manhat-
tan, where they were previ-
ously posed permanently in 
the correct position — with 
their backs turned on the outer 
borough.  

It’s no surprise then that 
some patriotic Brooklynites 
are unsure what to make of 
these new versions — one 
said it’s yet to be seen whether 
they’re great works of art or 
just gimmicks. 

“This may prove to just be 
one of those stupid things or 
it could be kind of exciting, 
fun, and entertaining for the 
community — I’m hoping it’s 
the latter,” said Otis Pearsall, 
a Brooklyn Heights preser-
vationist who sat on a panel 
that originally approved the 
project. 

The $450,000 project has 
been in the works for a de-
cade, but was held up wait-
ing for the necessary city ap-
proval to install the statues 
in the middle of heavily-con-
gested thoroughfare, accord-
ing to Tolle. 

“That location is one of the 
most complicated locations 
around,” he said. 

The new iterations have 
been in storage for the past 
two years, waiting for recon-
struction of the gateway to 
the bridge to finish. 

But the delays ended up 
working in the project’s fa-
vor, because in the mean-
time, people invented bet-
ter-looking, longer-lasting 
light bulbs and acrylic ma-
terials than Tolle had origi-

Hey ladies!
Statues reappear in front 
of Manhattan Bridge

The beloved “Miss Brooklyn” statue — and her rival 
“Miss Manhattan” — are back at the entrance of 
the Manhattan Bridge.
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nally planned on using.
“Because we had so many 

years, different technologies 
have come into common us-
age,” he said.

Local business group the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partner-

ship will maintain the statues, 
a task that will involve peri-
odically scrubbing them with 
soap and water, and replacing 
the motors every five years 
and the lights every 40,000 
hours, the artist said. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The proletarians have 
nothing to lose but their bike 
chains.

A new office complex com-
ing to the Red Hook water-
front will finally free workers 
from the daily struggle of hav-
ing to park and lock up their 
own bicycles by offering an 
in-house bike valet service 
— complete with shower fa-
cilities for sweaty riders and 
a maintenance workshop — 
which the developer’s honchos 
claim will convince workers 
to cycle to the transit-starved 
nabe instead of driving.

“The idea is really to make 
the biking experience as de-
sirable and seamless as pos-
sible to encourage people to 
use that mode,” said Thor Eq-
uity’s director of development 
Catherine Dannenbring. 

The luxury amenity helped 
Thor successfully persuade 
Community Board 6’s land-
use committee to back its re-
quest to build half as much 
parking as it is supposed to in 
its planned property at the site 
of the former Revere Sugar 
refinery at Beard and Richard 
streets, with members voting 
11–1 to approve the exemp-
tion at a meeting last Thurs-
day night. 

 Thor plans on building 
two four-story office and 
retail buildings dubbed Red 

Off the bike hook
Offi ce complex to have cycling valet service

Thor Equity’s planned Red Hoek Point — yes that’s 
how it’s spelled — office complex.
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Hoek Point  — aimed at hip 
tech companies and designed 
by the same architect behind 
Apple’s iconic headquarters 
in California — but wants the 
city’s approval to build 1,106 
parking spaces there instead 
of the 2,130 required by cur-
rent zoning. 

The developer’s own stud-
ies found that a maximum 870 
of 2,700 workers will drive to 
work at the far-flung location, 
with the rest cycling or tak-
ing a subway, bus, ferry, or 
Uber, the reps claimed.

The complex will have 
the capacity to store at least 
300 bikes between the valet 
service and regular racks. 
The manned pedal-parking 
lot will be able to house 180 
two-wheelers at any one time, 
and the facility will include 
a shower and locker rooms 
and double as a maintenance 
shop, the reps said.

“You would come in, you 
don’t have a lock, you drop it 
off,” said the developer’s attor-
ney Ethan Goodman. “There’s 
an area that’s secured and at-

tended all day, they park it 
similar to a car valet and keep 
it and when you’re done you 
pick it up and leave.” 

Along with the bike facili-
ties, Dannenbring said she is 
working on a partnership with 
neighboring Ikea to extend 
the hours of its shuttle and 
water taxi service so work-
ers can use them. Drivers can 
also probably just park free in 
the Swedish furniture giant’s 
lot, Goodman noted.

Thor hasn’t signed any ten-
ants to the space yet, but the 
reps said it is also possible 
there will be an in-house bus 
service, depending on who 
leases the space.

Some committee members 
were concerned that approv-
ing the reduction without any 
concrete plans for such a shut-
tle means the real estate ty-
coons could just abandon 
the idea altogether once they 
walked out of the room. 

But another argued that 
the panel should support less 
parking on the site regardless, 
because more parking just en-
courages more drivers. 

“To build 2,000 parking 
spaces would create a reverse 
incentive to fill those parking 
— if you build them you’re 
gonna want to fill them,” said 
committee member Eric Mc-
Clure. “That would be a lose-
lose for everyone.”

The committee mem-
bers did add a recommen-
dation to their approval that 
the developer offer 10 per-
cent of the spaces in its park-
ing lot — around 110 — free, 
so tight-wad motorists don’t 
go circling the neighborhood 
looking to park elsewhere.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re all maxxed out! 
The former site of the 

Smith Street Met Foods will 
soon be home to an outpost of 
discount dud store TJ Maxx, 
according to several workers 
at the site — disappointing 
news for some locals, who 
were hoping a new food mar-
ket would replace it instead 
of yet another chain clothing 
emporium. 

“I’m not happy about it, 
there’s a TJ Maxx not far 
away and I don’t think it’s 
what the neighborhood wants 
or needs,” said Boerum Hill 
resident Kate Davis, referring 

to the chain’s outlet on Fulton 
Mall. “I wanted a supermar-
ket, I think everybody wanted 
a supermarket — an afford-
able one as well, not a Union 
Market type.” 

Budget-conscious Boerum 
Hill shoppers  were bummed  
when a group of developers 
purchased the supermarket at 
Baltic Street for $18.5 million 
in 2014 and razed the prop-
erty, leaving them to schlep to 
the Boerum Hill or Brooklyn 
Heights Key Foods or the C 
Town in the Gowanus for com-
parably-priced groceries. 

Locals’ spirits were buoyed 
by  a report on weblog Brown-
stoner  late last year claiming a 

Not so super
TJ Maxx to replace former 
Smith supermarket: workers

new grocery store was slated 
for the under-construction re-
placement building — only 
to be crushed once again this 
week by word that it will actu-
ally be a department store.

Still, some residents are 
thrilled they’ll soon have a 
convenient place to score cut-
rate fashion.

“I’m happy about it, ab-

solutely,” said Boerum Hill-
ian Pamela Warren “I’ll def-
initely shop there.” 

TJ Maxx responded to a 
request for comment only 
by saying that it “has not 
announced a new store for 
Boerum Hill.”

Developer the Jackson 
Group did not return a re-
quest for comment.

A TJ Maxx will open in the location of the  old Smith 
Street Met Foods, according to workers at the site.
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It’s fashionable to talk about 
2016 as an absolute disas-
ter of a year, but it wasn’t 
all doom and gloom in the 
Borough of Kings. Sure, be-
loved businesses closed, the 
L-pocalypse began, and the 
outcome of the presidential 
election wasn’t exactly what 
many Brooklynites would 
have preferred, but we also 
had lawn-mowing goats, nude 
Shakespeare, and happy end-
ings to several pesky lawsuits. 
Here is our annual look back 
at the highs and lows of the 
past 12 months:

JANUARY
Our No. 2 story: Bushwick 

artist Lisa Levy  sat naked on a toi-
let  in front of an audience for 10 
hours at Williamsburg’s Christo-
pher Stout Gallery, as looky-loos 
took it in turns to sit on another 
can across from her and stare. The 
spectacle was supposed bring self-
serious artsy types — including 
herself — down a peg. 

A black and white issue: 
Local leaders v oted to go ahead 

2016
THE YEAR IN REVIEW

APRIL

sweetener company Sweet’N Low 
left a bad taste in Brooklynites’ 
mouths when it  announced the clo-
sure of its Fort Greene factory  after 
60 years — outsourcing its opera-
tions and leaving 320 long-serving 
local employees out of a job.  

FEBRUARY
He swears it’s Brooklyn’s 

only choice:  Mayor DeBlasio un-
veiled his plan  to bring trolley-
dodging back to the Borough of 
Kings by building a $2.5-billion 
streetcar line from Sunset Park to 
Queens. The early planning pro-
cess of the so-called Brooklyn–
Queens Connector  rattled along 
throughout the year  but kicked up 
plenty of  controversy  — not least 
of all because the whole plan was 
created and backed by developers 
and businesses along the route, 
 many of whom gave large sums 
of money  to the mayor’s conten-
tious Campaign for One New York 

fund. Still,  it was fantastic news 
for legendary Flatbush transit geek 
Bob Diamond , who has been try-
ing to build a streetcar system be-
tween Red Hook and Downtown 
since 1989. 

Hot scoop:  Two long-awaited 
Fire Department reports revealed  
that Williamsburg’s CitiStorage 
warehouse facility burned down 
in 2015 after firefighters failed to 
extinguish burning embers from 
a smaller blaze there hours ear-
lier. The reports — which the de-
partment refused to hand over for 
weeks before this paper got a hold 
of them — finally provided some 
answers for victims who lost their 
possessions in the pyre.

Choppers chopped: After 
years and years of complaints from 
Brooklyn Heights residents,  the 
city announced a plan  to halve the 
helicopter-tour traffic thundering 
in and out of the heliport across 
the river by 2017 — pre-empting 

the passage of a popular bill from 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D–
Red Hook) that would have banned 
the eggbeaters altogether. 

MARCH
RIP Sunny: I conoclastic Red 

Hook dive-bar owner and artist 
Antonio “Sunny” Balzano died  
of a stroke at age 81. The beloved 
local bon vivant grew up in an 
apartment right next to the Con-
over Street speakeasy that would 
eventually bear his nickname. 

APRIL
Vote early, vote often: The 

borough came down with an acute 
case of election fever when the 
New York primaries brought Dem-
ocratic hopefuls Bernie Sanders 
and Hillary Clinton to town, with 
locals hawking  Bernie Sanders-
themed hot sauce  and  designer Hil-
lary duds . Sanders  stumped with 
celebrities outside his childhood 
home in Midwood  and  brought 
record crowds to Prospect Park , 
while Clinton held more sedate 
events in  black churches  and  col-
leges  alongside husband Bill. The 
whole circus culminated in a de-
bate at the Navy Yard, which 
ultimately  disappointed many 
Brooklynites by not mentioning 
Brooklyn enough . Eventual presi-
dential winner Republican Donald 
Trump did not set foot in Brook-
lyn during the primaries. 

Banj-noooo: The borough’s 
annual competition to see who can 
hurl a banjo farthest into the Gow-
anus Canal  turned into banj-demo-
nium when the instrument broke 
free from its tether and floated 
off into Brooklyn’s Nautical Pur-
gatory . Organizers of the athletic 
Americana carnival, parts of the 
Brooklyn Folk Festival, promised 
to tie a stronger knot next year

Justice?: Protestors and sup-
porters faced off in the streets out-
side the Brooklyn Supreme Court 
 after a judge spared former police 
officer Peter Liang from the slam-
mer , despite a jury finding him 
guilty of shooting and killing un-
armed Red Hook man Akai Gur-
ley in 2014. The sentence, which 
came at the behest of District At-
torney Ken Thompson, angered 
activists who said the justice sys-
tem was once again putting po-
lice above the lives of black res-
idents, but pleased members of 
local Asian communities, who ar-
gued the Chinese-American only 
fired his gun by accident and had 
been thrown under the bus because 
he is also a person of color. 

MAY
New kids on the block: 

 Prospect Park rented eight goats  
to rid the green space of weeds 
and poison ivy. The living lawn-
mowers quickly became a popu-
lar tourist attraction, and Brook-
lyn Bridge Park followed suit a 
few months later by recruiting its 
own herd.

Fighting dirty: Dishwash-
ers from two Brooklyn restau-
rants faced off  in an epic plate-
cleaning duel  at Greenpoint’s the 
Diamond bar. French restaurant Le 
Gamin cleaned up the competition, 
besting Williamsburg pizzeria Mo-
torino across three rounds that in-
cluded scrubbing brunch dishes, 
scraping off a crusty casserole dish, 
and polishing wine glasses.

F outta here: The Metro-
politan Transportation Author-
ity divided the borough  when it 
announced plans  to bring back 
the old F express service between 
Church Avenue and Jay Street — 
great news for Southern straphang-

with a controversial plan  to rezone 
Vinegar Hill’s PS 307 — which 
has long served kids at a neigh-
boring public housing project — 
to include all youngsters living 
in Dumbo, one of the wealthiest 
neighborhoods in the city. The 
move was intended to ease over-
crowding at the well-to-do PS 8 
in Brooklyn Heights, but turned 
into a city-wide discussion about 
school desegregation as PS 307 
parents feared an influx of white 
yuppies taking over their school, 

and the white yuppies griped that 
their kids could no longer attend 
the higher achieving PS 8.  

L no:  Someone leaked news  
that the Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority is planning a years-long 
closure of the Hurricane Sandy-
battered L-train tunnel to Man-
hattan — sparking  six months  of 
 panic  in Kings County’s northern 
nabes as residents, business own-
ers, and real-estate agents clam-
ored for information from the tight-
lipped transit agency. The authority 
eventually announced that  it will 
close the tube for 18 months start-
ing in 2019 , by which point all the 
hipsters say they’ll have moved to 
Crown Heights. 

Tropical storm: In the ulti-
mate act of neighborliness,  res-
idents of a Brooklyn Heights 
co-op building rejected a devel-
oper’s $130-million offer  to buy 
land on their property so it could 
erect a 40-story tower there. Deni-
zens of 75 Henry St. stood to make 
$120,000–$260,000 from the sale 
of Pineapple Walk with little im-
pact on their own housing situa-
tion, but turned the windfall down 
because  it would block views  at 
the neighboring Cadman Tow-
ers co-op.

Sweet and sour: Artificial 

Sunny Balzano, the leg-
endary owner of Sunny’s 
Bar, died at 81.
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WHAT A YEAR: (Left to right) Sen. Bernie Sanders held a 
massive rally in Prospect Park during the April primary race. 
Mayor DeBlasio announced plans to bring streetcars back 
to Brooklyn. Goat lawn-mowers became the borough’s new 
landscaping trend, with both Prospect Park and Brooklyn 
Bridge Park hiring a herd.
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See 2016  on page 8
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

 
 

 

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

N ew years give us 
the opportunity to 
change. We can 

look back and see what 
wasn’t working for us, and 
we can come up with a dif-
ferent way of doing things so 
that things will be different. 
But, do we? 

Every year I say things are 
going to change. The kids are 
going to look at phones and 
video games less and go to 
museums more. I’m not go-
ing to yell, I’m just going to 
calmly explain. The dog is go-
ing to get long leisurely walks 
instead of short walks up the 
block. I’m going to be a bet-
ter wife, a better daughter, a 
better sister, a better friend. 
I will include those people 
in my community who are 
alone. I will bring my kids 
along when I work with kids 
in disadvantaged communi-
ties. I will find a way to give 
my boys spiritualism if not 
outright religion. 

But just making the list 
of “How Good I’m Going to 
Be” is tiring. And I want a 
drink. Or a smoke. I am over-
whelmed by my own sense of 
perfection and how impossi-
ble it is to live up to that. So 
it seems easier to not even 
to try. 

I used to give out gold stars 
to people just for trying. And 
my friend gave me a cute little 
gold trophy for the holidays 
that says, “For Trying…” Peo-
ple used to shake their head 
at my “Gold Star for Trying” 
and say, “Don’t try. Just do,” 
like Yoda. But I guess because 
I have this rebel gene, I have 
to ease my way in. I have to 
give myself the reward for 
simply attempting to do the 
thing, even if the thing doesn’t 
get done to perfection. Per-
fection, of course, is a pipe 
dream. I see people angling 

for it all the time, and it makes 
me smile. I see the holiday 
cards where everything looks 
perfect. I see the Christmas 
trees perfectly decorated in 
the front window of the per-
fect brownstone, the perfect 
cat sleeping on the window-
sill. The perfect fire is proba-
bly raging in the perfect fire-
place as ham and eggnog get 
served in the perfect dining 
room. But…

The joys lie somewhere be-
yond those external perfec-
tions. They lie in the moments 
of true bonding that the holi-
days can remind us of and of-
fer us. They lie in the diffi-
cult moments of listening to 
people who are suffering, of 
hugging and getting hugged 
over the hard times that we 
all work like hell to get past, 
and giving one another the 
strength to go forward. 

Make no mistake: Perfec-
tion is an aesthetic I myself try 
to achieve. I bought a mini gas 
“fireplace” for the holidays, 
and the joys it has brought me 
have been immense, seeing 
the flame lick at the glass on 
the coffee table alongside the 
growing paper white bulbs in 
their vase. But, then, it is the 
real challenges of the real peo-
ple in my house that have to 
trump that. We fall for per-
ception versus reality so of-
ten, and being wary of that 
difference is, for me, a ma-
jor 2017 resolution. 

So I make the list. I resolve 
to try. But don’t beat your-

self up in the trying, don’t 
make it just another oppor-
tunity to be angry at your-
self and your kids and your 
family and your dog because 
you couldn’t achieve perfec-
tion. Some of my greatest les-
sons have come from my fail-

ures and those of the people 
around me. It’s like watch-
ing that punching-bag clown 
I got once for one of the boys’ 
birthdays. It slips back, falls 
flat, then it just bounces right 
back up again. 

It is good to remember 
going into the brand spank-
ing new year: There will be 
failures. There will be set-
backs. But the bouncing back, 
the forgiveness and helping 
along of others to allow them 
to bounce back, that is where 
the true love and joy will come 
from. 

Happy New Year!

Why I’m resolving to try, 
and bounce back if I fail

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A brute hit a woman in the 
face with a plastic gallon jug 
of water after they got into a 
dispute at Pacific Avenue sub-
way station on Dec. 24.

The victim was walking up 
the stairs in the station near 
Fourth Avenue at 6:30 pm 
when the man accidentally 
hit her in the head with his 
bag, a report said. The woman 
told the guy to be careful and 
he got defensive, eventually 

smashing her in the noggin 
with the jug, leaving lumps 
on the back of her head, ac-
cording to authorities..

Held up 
Some worm held up a guy 

with a gun on Nevins Street 
on Dec. 23. 

The victim was strolling 
by Livingston Street at 3:10 
pm when the mugger grabbed 
him, pulled a silver gun, and 
growled, “Give me all your 
stuff,” cops said.

Cut
A pair of knife-wielding 

knaves slashed a man on York 

Brute bashes lady with gallon jug in subway station
Street on Dec. 24.

The victim told police 
he was near Gold Street at 
2:30 am when the crooks 
approached him from be-
hind and cut him with the 
blade, tearing his left side 
abdomen, left shoulder, and 
right hand. 

Smoke break
A sneak broke into an At-

lantic Avenue apartment and 
stole the occupant’s ciga-
rettes and other belongings 
on Dec. 21.

The resident returned to 
his home near Court Street 
at 2 pm to find that a thief 
had ransacked his abode and 
taken his watch, television, 
and pack of Marlboro ciga-
rettes, authorities said.

Overexposed
Police arrested a group of 

guys who they say attacked 
a man while he was snap-
ping a picture of a Down-
town building on Atlantic 
Avenue on Dec. 20.

The victim was by Fourth 
Avenue taking the photo at 
3:20 pm when the suspects 
allegedly started punching 
him in the face, and one of 
the guys snatched his phone 
from his hand and wallet from 
his pocket in the midst of the 
attack, according to a report. 
The victim’s wallet was re-
turned by an anonymous by-
stander with $300 missing, 
cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Phone plunder
A trio of baddies mugged 

a guy for his phone on Fort 
Greene Place on Dec. 20.

The victim was strolling 
near DeKalb Avenue at 4:10 
pm when the three goons ap-
proached him and asked for 
the time, before one of the 
louts said, “Take the phone 
out or we’ll hit you,” accord-
ing to police.

The victim complied and 
the jerks made him change 
his password before grabbing 
the phone and running off, 
cops said.. 

Flash hit
Cops collared a guy who 

they say bashed a police of-
ficer with a flashlight after 
he was arrested for possess-
ing pot on Irving Place on 
Dec. 22.

Officers said they stopped a 
Ford Mustang with excessive 
window tints near Gates Av-
enue at 10:45 pm, and inside 
they allegedly found the vehi-
cle’s occupants were carrying 
a big stash of weed, so they 

began making arrests.
But as the cops were cuff-

ing them, one of the suspects 
allegedly hit one of the offi-
cers in the back of the head 
with the torch, cutting the 
cop’s head and giving him a 
concussion, police said. 

Side-door sneak
A snake broke into a S. 

Portland Avenue restaurant 
and stole $700 on Dec. 18.

The eatery’s owner told po-
lice the thief entered through 
the side door of the eatery near 
Fulton Street between mid-
night and noon, damaging its 
lock, and then lifted a hefty 
chunk of change in rolled 
coins and cash.

That blows 
A ne’er-do-well stole a 

snow blower from a Wash-
ington Avenue building on 
Dec. 22.

The super of the building 
by Myrtle Avenue found se-
curity footage of the cold-
hearted crook going in the 
back of the building and tak-
ing the tool at around 4 pm, 
cops said.

Billed
An unlucky diner’s holiday 

cheer was dampened when 
a purloiner stole his credit 
card from a S. Elliott Place 
restaurant’s register area on 
Dec. 24.

The victim gave his plas-

tic to the waitress to pay for 
his meal at the eatery by Ful-
ton Street at 5 pm. The server 
told him that his card had been 
taken by a crook, who pro-
ceeded to make two purchases 
at a nearby liquor store.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

No shelter
Police arrested a woman for 

allegedly attacking workers 
at an Eighth Avenue home-
less shelter on Dec. 12.

The victim told police she 
and her partner were working 
security at the refuge between 
14th and 15th streets at 1:30 
pm when the suspect entered 
seeking a bed, but refused to 
allow guards there to search 
her and check her stuff.

The suspect became irate 
and then allegedly attacked 
the staffers, spitting in their 
faces and catching one of the 
guards with a right hook to 
the ear, cops said.

Clothing crooks
Cops busted two men who 

they say stole clothing and 
other goods from a Flatbush 
Avenue department store on 
Dec. 15.

An employee told police 
that the suspects were inside 
the big-box retailer near At-
lantic Avenue at 9 pm, when 
they were spotted grabbing 
clothes and other merchandise 
off the shelves, before making 
a beeline for the exit. 

A frickin’ laser
Detectives have given up 

the hunt for a crook wanted 
for stealing a microchip plat-

form from a “laser machine” 
inside a Second Avenue tex-
tile store sometime over the 
last few weeks.

An employee told authori-
ties that the last time anyone 
saw the shop’s laser stuff was 
Nov. 15, but it wasn’t discov-
ered missing until more than 
month later on Dec. 16.

No arrests have been made 
in the case of the missing la-
ser components, and the case 
has since been closed, cops 
said.

Box bandit
Investigators have thrown 

up their hands in the search 
for a package thief that nabbed 
a woman’s new laptop from 
the lobby of her Fourth Av-
enue apartment building on 
Dec. 12.

The victim told police 
that her new computer was 
delivered to her building be-
tween Prospect Place and Bal-
tic Street at 3 pm, but that 
when she returned home from 
a trip a few days later it was 
gone.

No arrests have been made, 
and police have closed the 
case. — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Caught
An intruder was caught 

red-handed in a woman’s 
89th Street kitchen on Dec. 
20, said police.

The woman told police that 
she heard a noise coming from 
the kitchen of her apartment 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues and when she went to 
investigate she found a man in 

her kitchen. The weasel fled 
when the woman screamed, 
according to a police re-
port. 

The would-be burglar 
left empty-handed, author-
ities said. 

Ransacked
A burglar plundered a 

man’s apartment on Ridge 
Boulevard on Dec. 19, said 
police. 

The man told police that 
when he returned to his apart-
ment between 92nd and 93rd 
streets at 7 am his kitchen win-
dow was wide open and his 
apartment was tossed. The 
crook swiped an Apple Mac-
Book Pro and $1,000 in Polish 
currency, officials said. 

Big score
A safecracker broke into a 

Tabor Court home’s safe on 
Dec. 17 and stole $41,500 
worth of treasury bonds, 
said police. 

The man told police that 
an unknown person entered 
the apartment between 12th 
and 13th avenues at 10 am. 
The thief made off with the 
bonds without a trace, said 
police. 

Rear window
A thief broke into a man’s 

81st Street apartment on Dec. 
21 by shattering the rear 
fire escape window, offi-
cials said. 

The man told police that 
he discovered the broken win-
dow in his apartment between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 
6:30 pm. The baddie fled with 
$150 and a Bank of America 
check book, said police.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Beyond the barricades 
there is a world they long 
to see!

Dumbo residents want the 
city to install a light and re-
move a pile of old concrete 
barricades from a particularly 
dank space under the Man-
hattan Bridge, which they say 
could be hiding all sorts of 
horrors from unsuspecting 

pedestrians. 
“It feels very dangerous,” 

said Doreen Gallo, presi-
dent of local civic group the 
Dumbo Neighborhood Alli-
ance. “Move the barricades 
and put a little light because 
it really is unsafe.” 

Gallo says she has been 
pushing the city to clean up 
the triangular space bounded 
by Prospect, Jay and Sands 
streets since 2007. The area 
is constantly littered with De-

partment of Transportation 
equipment and is gloomy and 
creepy even in the middle of 
the day, she says. 

Currently, there are at least 
30 concrete barriers on the 
Belgian-blocked space, and 
local workers say they go out 
of their way to avoid the tri-
angle because they’re afraid 
of people popping out and at-
tacking them.  

“A couple of my colleagues 
are always wary of walking 

in this little triangle because 
they think the little blocks here 
are hiding people,” said Ming 
Ooi, who works nearby. “They 
will walk a roundabout way 
to avoid it.”

The underpass was a 
sparsely travelled area of 
the neighborhood for many 
years, when the surrounding 
buildings were all part of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ print-
ing operations. But Donald 
Trump’s developer son-in-

SCARE CAMPAIGN
Locals demand a less creepy space under M’Bridge 

law  bought the compound 
from the church a few years 
ago , and has since turned it 
into  a bustling office  complex 
called Dumbo Heights, filled 
with hip co-working spaces 
and the headquarters of  on-
line retailer Etsy .

With so much money and 
traffic flowing in, you’d ex-
pect city officials and busi-
ness leaders to put a little more 
effort into gussying the area 
up, Gallo says. 

“It surprises me with the 
Dumbo Heights development 
that that’s not an area they’re 
worried about,” she said. 

Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Dumbo) has joined in 
Gallo’s clean-up crusade 
and the pair have toured the 

site with transportation offi-
cials several times — most 
recently in the spring — but 
they never offered any con-
crete plan to clean it up, she 
said.

The agency claims the bar-
riers are being stored under 
the bridge “temporarily” and 
it will “soon” move them to 
a yard for long-term storage, 
though didn’t say when or 
where.

Gallo is a Community 
Board 2 member, and plans 
to bring up the treacherous 
triangle at the panel’s next 
transportation committee 
meeting in January, where 
she hopes the members will 
draft a resolution demanding 
something be done. 

Doreen Gallo has been pushing the city to clean 
up the area underneath the Manhattan Bridge for 
years.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a defense against the dark arts of film 
adaptations!

Fans of the Harry Potter books and 
lovers of the movies will battle it out in 
a debate over which medium is better at 
Williamsburg’s Nitehawk Cinema next 
month that the organizer expects to have 
all the competitiveness of the Quidditch 
World Cup without the high risk of seri-
ous injury.

“It’s going to be battle royale but it will 
lighthearted,” said Caryn Coleman, senior 
film programmer at the theater.

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 

first Potter tome’s release, Nitehawk will 
screen all eight films across weekends start-
ing Jan. 7, and serve themed snacks and 
drinks including both alcoholic or booze-
free versions of butterbeer.

Then on Jan, 12, it will be wands at 20 
paces when book lovers comedian Alise 

Morales and fan convention impresario Al-
iza Weinberger face off against film fans 
Matthew Jacobs, an entertainment reporter 
at the Huffington Post, and movie critic 
Matt Zoller Seitz.

Each side will have 15 minutes to make 
their case across four different categories 
— casting, story line changes and omis-
sions, film to book consistency, and visu-
alization — and can use short clips from 
the movies to support their arguments, 
said Coleman.

“They’re going to be discussing if casting 
exceeded their expectations on the film side, 
or if the books lived up what they imagined 
in their heads,” she said. “We’re going to 
talk about all the pros and cons.”

Coleman herself is already torn between 
her loyalties as a cinema employee and a 
devotee of the source material.

“I feel predisposed to say the film will win, 
however a lot of books don’t come across the 
same in a movie,” she said. “I don’t really 
know who will win — I feel it will be the 
books but it should be interesting.”

As for the rest of the screening series, 
Coleman expects super fans of the franchise 
to come out in costume to relive the magic, 
but she also hopes to attract some newcom-
ers to experience it for the first time.

“It will be like binge-watching a new 
television show,” she said. “You could have 
never seen Harry Potter, but it’s a good op-
portunity for new and diehard fans.”

Sxip shape!
He’s more than just a brain! 
Electro-acoustic composer Sxip Shirey may 

be best known for the cerebral and experimental 
side of his music, but most of his music has both 

a melody and a groove. 
The Brooklyn musician, 
who will launch his lat-
est album at avant-garde 
music spot National Saw-
dust in Williamsburg on 
Jan. 9, says that while he 
values the intellectual ap-
proach to music, his goal 
is something much more 
visceral. 

“I’m not writing mu-
sic to be smart,” Shirey 
insists. “I’m a smart f--
----, and I definitely use 

conceptual techniques for my music, but I’m 
actually just interested in, ‘Can you write a f--
---- good song?’ ”

The best music communicates with people, 
said Shirey, and he wants to reach a wide au-
dience. He says that he would welcome a situ-
ation in which he’s told, “Hey, Sxip, there’s a 
bunch of plumbers out there, and you have to 
sell this to them.”

Shirey’s latest effort to communicate is the 
album “A Bottle of Whiskey and a Handful of 
Bees,” set for release on Jan. 13. For the album’s 
premiere at National Sawdust, Shirey says he is 
“pulling out the stops.”

The release show will feature singers Rhi-
annon Giddens and Xavier, both of whom pro-
vided guest vocals for the album. Minneapolis 
poet-rapper Dessa will join Shirey for the song 
“I Live in New York City,” and the show will 
also feature the 20-piece Brooklyn vocal en-
semble Choral Chameleon. 

Shirey met R&B vocalist Xavier through a 
mutual friend, and found that chatting with the 
openly gay singer inspired him to complete sev-
eral new songs for the album. 

“I wrote from a gay perspective on Xavier’s 
songs,” said Shirey. “I had these partially-fin-
ished songs, and I had been talking to Xavier a 
lot about situations he was in. It was really easy 
to write the rest of the lyrics.”

The evening will also include a controver-
sial piece Shirey debuted at a 2008 TED talk, 
for which he put a microphone inside his mouth 
while pushing air in and out of another per-
son’s lungs. Not everyone appreciated that bit 
of art, but Shirey said that reaction is typical 
for his work.

“Some of you will get what I am doing,” he 
said, “and some of you will still think I’m full 
of s---! And that’s fine!”

Sxip Shirey at National Sawdust (80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, nation-
alsawdust.org). Jan. 9 at 7 pm. $34 ($29 in ad-
vance). — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

Community Bookstore’s pick — “The 
End of the Story” by Lydia Davis

You might know Lydia Davis as the cutting 
edge of the short-short story, but her only novel, 
“The End of the Story,” is 
an absolute gem of clarity 
and concision. The story 
follows the dissolution of 
a relationship and the 
unnamed narrator’s at-
tempts to cast her mem-
ories into novel form. As 
with the best of Davis’s 
work, every word is so de-
liberate, every sentence 
so perfect in rhythm and 
sound and form, that the 
book becomes a kind of 
argument for the future of fiction made from 
memories.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Music Is…” by Bran-
don Stosuy

Our current obsession at Word is “Music Is…” 
This colorfully illustrated board book from mu-
sic journalist Brandon Stosuy takes us on a jour-

ney through the world of 
music, in all its varied it-
erations. Educate and en-
tertain your future audio-
phile with concepts that 
range from “music is 
loud” vs. “music is quiet” 
to the more esoteric “mu-
sic is hi-fi” vs. “music is 
lo-fi.” Filled with bright 
bold colors and shapes, 
“Music Is…” is a perfect 

read-out-loud gift for new parents, ultimately 
teaching us that music is for everyone.

— Michelle Chen, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “Serve 
The People” by Karen Ishizuka

With scholarship and verve, Ishizuka traces 
the creation of what would be called the “yel-
low power movement.” 
Her chronicle, subtitled 
“Making Asian America 
in the Long Sixties,” is 
contextualized within 
the civil rights move-
ment at large, and draws 
on more than 100 inter-
views to create its history. 
From San Francisco to 
New York to Los Ange-
les, from students to ac-
tivists, Ishizuka depicts 
how the story of Asian 
America is multi-voiced and variegated.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KSSirius issues

Harry Potter fans will debate fi lms vs. books at Nitehawk

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re freezin’ for a reason.

Come New Year’s Day some 
2,500 hot-blooded swimmers will 

usher in 2017 by diving into the People’s 
Playground’s frigid shore for charity 
at the Polar Bear Club’s 113th annual 
New Year’s Day Plunge. The Jan. 1 
dunk will raise cash for Camp Sun-
shine, a Maine retreat for sick children 
and their families, and will expose 
thrill-seeking Brooklynites hot-headed 
enough to brave the icy waters to a 
new level of intensity, according to 
the club’s president.

“There’s a sense of absolute inten-
sity you don’t get in day-to-day life,” 
said Dennis Thomas. “There’s a lot 
of stress in the city, but when you go 
into the water, you’re just feeling the 
intensity of the moment. You physi-
cally can’t think about rent, or bills, 
or rush hour — just the water.”

Steel-nerved swimmers assemble 
on the Boardwalk each year — some 
clad in polar bear suits and dressed as 
King Neptune and Baby New Year. 
Participants charge down the beach 
in waves of 500, dunk themselves in 
the frigid sea, weather the winter for 
as long as they can bear, and proudly 
dash out after a few minutes — brag-
ging rights in tow.

But for those who are too scared — or 
too smart — to take the plunge, you can 

just dunk a toe in the “Chicken Dip.”
Organizers say the club’s popular-

ity has surged in recent years, and 
attendance on New Year’s day has 
swollen as a result. These days, the 
dip can get a little chaotic, but prepa-
ration is a shivering swimmer’s best 
hope for success.

There’s no locker space — so either 
bring a friend to watch your gear, or 
throw caution to the wind and leave 

it on the beach.
Participants will want to bring a 

pair of old sneakers to wade through 
the wintry waves — Thomas suggests 
neoprene boots — as well as a towel 
and plenty of warm clothes to bundle 
up in once you emerge.

Afterwards, stay in the nabe for 
some post-plunge festivities, includ-
ing after-parties at the Coney Island 
Brewery and the Steeplecase Beer-
garden, and freaky performances at 
Sideshows by the Seashore. Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel will be up and run-
ning — weather permitting — with 
all proceeds going to the Sunshine 
Camp. All registered swimmers also 
get free admission to the New York 
Aquarium.

“Harry Potter 20” at Nitehawk Cin-
emas [136 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–8370, www.
nitehawkcinema.com]. Weekends Jan. 
7–Mar. 26. $14 adults, $9 kids. Debate 
is on Jan. 12 at 7 pm. $16.

C O M E DY

What an ice gesture
‘Polar Plunge’ rasies $ for sick kids

Whole lobster love: Polar plungers often dress up in wacky cos-
tumes for the event.
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Polar Bears New Year’s Day Plunge 
(Boardwalk at Stillwell Avenue in Co-
ney Island, www.polarbearclub.org) 
Jan. 1 at 1 pm. All swimmers must 
register in advance. Free.

E V E N T S

Join the throng: Thousands of brave souls turn out each year for the  
winter bathing ritual.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 30

Bye, George
Don’t say you’re 
never going to dance 
again — say goodbye 
to recently deceased 
pop star and gay icon 
George Michael with 
a celebration of the 
man and music that 
put the boom-boom 
into our hearts at Lit-
tlefield, where disc 
and video jockeys will 
play hits and B-sides 
from Wham! and his 
solo career.

10 pm at Littlefield (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $5.

SATURDAY
Dec. 31

Have a blast
The annual New 
Year’s Eve fireworks 
display over Prospect 
Park will have more 
bang than usual this 
year, with organizers 
promising more fire-
works packed into 
the almost-half-hour 
show in order to cel-
ebrate the park’s 
upcoming 150th 
birthday.

11 pm at Grand Army 
Plaza (Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights, www.
brooklyn-usa.org). Free.

SUNDAY
Jan. 1

Preciousss 
memories
“Ring” in the new 
year with a day-long 
“Lord of the Rings” 
marathon at Williams-
burg bar and theater 
Videology. You don’t 
need a ticket — just 
grab a fellowship of 
your friends, turn up, 
and you shall pass.

Noon–1 am at Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. 
between S. First and S. 
Second streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, videologyba-
randcinema.com]. Free.

MONDAY
Jan. 2 

We fear 
change
Party on with Wayne 
and Garth when Down-
town’s Alamo Draft-
house screens the 1994 
Mike Myers classic 
“Wayne’s World.” The 
special “interactive” 
showing (we assume 
this means you’re 
encouraged to head-
bang to “Bohemian 
Rhapsody”) will include 
themed freebies includ-
ing Garth glasses and 
rope licorice. They will 
be yours — oh yes, 
they will be yours.

7 pm at Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc]. $16.

THURSDAY
Jan. 5

About last 
night
If you’re still recover-
ing from Sunday’s 
hangover, this night 
of comedians telling 
their best drinking 
stories could be for 
you. This edition of 
“The Blackout Dia-
ries” will feature Roy 
Wood Jr. of “The 
Daily Show” fame, 
alongside fellow 
funny people Shane 
Torres, Ali Clayton, 
and Amy Shanker.

10 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, www.unionhallny.
com]. $15 ($10 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 30

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ICE SKATING: Lace up those skates 

and get sliding across the ice. $6 ($9 
weekends: Skate rentals extra). 10 
am to 9 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

PERFORMANCE
“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: A sexy 

take on the classical ballet, featuring 
opera, circus, vaudeville, burlesque 
and naughty fun. $35–$200. 8 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233], www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “THE ADVENTURES OF 
MINAMI, THE ROBOT FROM 
JAPAN WHO MAKES YOU FEEL 
SAFE WHEN LONELINESS IS PAL-
PABLE — PART I”: A human–like 
android fi nds herself passed along 
from one household to the next. $18. 
8 pm. The Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

COMEDY, “THE FIRST ANNUAL CHA-
NUKAHSTRAVAGAZA”: Comedians 
Lana Schwartz and Ilana Michelle 
Rubin host a night of Jewish stand-
ups to celebrate Hanukkah. $8 ($6 
advance). 9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.

OTHER
ART, “MARILYN MINTER — PRETTY/

DIRTY”: The iconic feminist artist’s 
fi rst retrospective, highlighting her 
technical virtuosity and examination 
of some of our deepest cultural im-
pulses, compulsions, and fantasies. 
$10 suggested donation. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “BESTIARY”: An exhibit of Vik-
tor Koen’s digital photos of bizarre 
myths and chimerical creatures. An 
anthology of short fi ction accompa-
nies the pieces. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
United Photo Industries (16 Main St. 
at Water Street; Gallery B in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindustries.com. 

ART, “DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 

LEGENDS”: An exhibit of 21 artists 
who have rendered famous build-
ings and scenes in and around the 
Fulton Street Mall, including Gage & 
Tollner, the Dime Savings Back, and 
Junior’s. $10 ($6 seniors, students 
free). Noon–5 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.brooklynhis-
tory.org. 

LEFFERTS HOLIDAY TIME: Join in 
for a week of board games, small 
needlework projects and fun. $3. 1 
pm to 3 pm. Lefferts Historic House 
[452 Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP KITCHEN: 
Each night in December, a volunteer 
cooks a meal for 15–20 people, and 
provides an artistic element for the 
night. Everyone is welcome. Free. 
7–9 pm. Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

FILM, WES ANDERSON BINGO: How 
many of director Wes Anderson’s 
stylistic quirks can you spot while 
watching “The Royal Tenenbaums”? 
Find out at tonight’s game/screen-
ing. $16. 9:30 pm. Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468], www.
videology.info. 

SAT, DEC. 31

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
NEW YEAR’S EVE FIREWORKS: Join 

the Prospect Park Alliance and 
Brooklyn Borough President Adams 
for this annual fi reworks celebration 
with a special twist for the Park’s 
150th anniversary celebration. Lo-
cations for viewing the fi reworks 
include Grand Army Plaza, the Park’s 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, JAN 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

UTAH JAZZ: Basketball. $22–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: Bas-
ketball. $75–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 7
SPORTS, POWERSHARES QQQ 

CUP: Tennis champions John 
McEnroe, Andy Roddick, Jim 
Courier, and James Blake com-
pete. $42–$357. 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: Basket-
ball. $20–$3,000. Noon.

TUE, JAN 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

ATLANTA HAWKS: Basketball. 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS FLORIDA PANTHERS: 
Hockey. $29–$700. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Jazz hands: The Nets will lock horns with the Utah Jazz at 
Barclays on Jan. 2.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
@citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500  WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Y
our 2017 New Years 
resolution: Keep your 
2017 New Years reso-

lution.
Trade in that long list of 

long shots for a shorter and 
more manageable one — and 
learn what it takes to actually 
check off an item or two — 
during “New Year’s Resolu-
tions: How to make and keep 
them” at the Brooklyn Brain-
ery on Jan. 3 and 6. Brooklyn 
journalist Jennifer Mattson 
will share her secrets for main-
taining those Jan. 1 goals past 
Jan. 2. Her biggest tip: Trade 
quantifiable goals for broader 
objectives, she said.

“Instead of setting a reso-
lution, try to set an intention 
to get better results. Losing 
weight is the common, so 
instead of saying ‘I want to 
lose 10 pounds,’ your inten-
tion could be, ‘I want to be 
healthier’ or ‘I want to have 
a healthier relationship with 
my weight,’ ” said Mattson, 
who lives in Boerum Hill. 
“The reason that works is the 
first approach is about sac-

rifice, will power, and con-
trol. And the second way of 
looking at it is based on ac-
ceptance, and it puts you in 
a different place mentally — 
an approach that’s more to 
your pleasure and an easier 
way to lose weight.”

Research shows that 88 
percent of people fail to fulfill 
their resolutions because they 
set such strict and lofty goals 
instead of caring about what 
it actually means to achieve 
them, the scribe said.

Some get discouraged if 
they lapse on their plan for 
even a day, but the secret is 
not giving up after you stum-
ble, said Mattson. 

“People who usually are 
unable to meet their reso-
lutions or goals get really 

overwhelmed and they miss 
that day, and that day usu-
ally spirals into multiple 
days. The problem is they 
have an all-or-nothing ap-
proach,” she said.

One of Mattson’s own reso-
lutions is to meditate more, but 
instead of setting unreachable 
expectations to do so for an 
hour every day, she sets aside 
just 10 minutes a day to take 
deep breaths, she said.

It’s all about “breaking it 
down into doable, smaller 
parts and not trying to take on 
too much,” said Mattson.

Resolutions don’t only 
need to be made around 
the holidays, but a new 
year is always a great time 
to start, said Mattson, who 
also teaches classes in how to 
get unstuck while writing. 

“People really want to 
achieve their goals, and they 
just don’t know how, so I love 
being able to help them, and I 
love being able to help people 
figure out things like produc-
tivity, and resolutions, and 
goals,” she said. “And I love 
New Year’s for that reason 
— because it’s a great time 
to start fresh.”

Boerum Hill writer teaches class 
on how to keep your resolutions

West Drive, and along Pros-
pect Park West between 
Grand Army Plaza and Ninth 
Street. RSVP and receive a 
special prize. Free. 11 pm 
to 1 am. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between Flat-
bush Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

CONEY ISLAND NEW YEAR’S 
EVE CELEBRATION: Watch 
the new year fl ash on the 
Parachute Jump, followed 
by fi reworks over the ocean. 
Before the big moment, 
you can get free rides on 
the Wonder Wheel or the 
Thunderbolt from 6–10 pm, 
then watch performances 
from the the Priceless Band 
and Blazes. Free. 9 pm–1 
am. Steeplechase Plaza (on 
the Boardwalk between W. 
16th and W. 19th streets in 
Coney Island), www.brook-
lyn-usa.org.

PERFORMANCE
“THE END OF TIME BUR-

LESQUE SHOW”: Cele-
brate New Year’s Eve at the 
Way Station, with burlesque 
and go-go dancing from 
Wasabassco’s Nasty Ca-
nasta, Amuse Bouche, Dolly 
Debutante, and much more, 
plus a champagne toast at 
midnight and a 1 am bagel 
brunch. $55. 8 pm–2 am. 
The Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.way-
stationbk.com. 

MUSIC, DR. MEDICINE, HOLY 
SMOKES, PINKEY PROM-
ISE, VICTORY WALK: 
Americana music venue the 
Jalopy ends the year with 
the “See you Never, 2016” 
party, an all-ages event 
with proceeds going to the 
Brooklyn Pride Center. $10. 
8 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz.

MUSIC, MARC RIBOT: Guitar-
ist will improvise tunes with 
Henry Grimes and Chad 
Taylor, leading up to a mid-
night rendition of Albert Ay-
ler’s powerful masterpiece 
“Bells.” $30. 10 pm. Issue 
Project Room (22 Boerum 
Pl. between Schermer-
horn and Livingston streets 
Downtown), www.is-
sueprojectroom.org.

MUSIC, THE SONS AND 
HEIRS: Smiths cover band 
followed by an ’80s dance 
party. $25 ($20 in advance). 
9 pm–3 am. Littlefi eld (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

MUSIC, RADIO DAZE: 1980s 
cover band plus party favors 
and a champagne toast at 
midnight. $15 ($10 in ad-
vance). 10:30 pm–2:30 am. 
Wicked Monk [9510 Third 

Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (347) 
497–5152], www.wicked-
monk.com.

MUSIC, CHERRY BOMB: Free 
noisemakers and cham-
pagne. Free or $60 for open 
bar for food and booze. 9 
pm–1 am. Leif Bar [6725 
Fifth Ave. between 67th 
and Senator streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 680–0016. 

MUSIC, REAGAN HOLIDAY, 
BLUNTFANG, NOVELTY 
DAUGHTER: Punk venue 
Silent Barn’s apocalyptic 
“New World Over” party 
also features video art and 
installations. $15 ($10 before 
11 pm). 10 pm–4 am. The 
Silent Barn (603 Bushwick 
Ave. between Melrose and 
Jefferson streets in Bush-
wick) 

MUSIC, TITUS ANDRONI-
CUS: Three fl oors of party-
ing and a “ball pit drop” 
at midnight. $50 ($40 in 
advance, $80 VIP). Brooklyn 
Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint), www.bkba-
zaar.com. 

OTHER
NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER 

AND ROOFTOP PARTY: 
The McCarren Hotel and 
Pool rings in 2017 with a cel-
ebratory rooftop party with 
DJ Live Story. Free. 5 pm–1 
am. McCarren Hotel & Pool 
Rooftop [160 N. 12th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 218–7500], www.
opentable.com/oleanders. 

FUTURE PERFECT: Dress up 
as your ideal self for this 
all-night dance party. There 
will be an open bar the fi rst 
hour. $50–$90. 9 pm–5 am. 
House of Yes [2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 838–4937], 
www.houseofyes.org. 

MIDNIGHT MADNESS: 10 
hours of dance and trance 
music, a fi ve-hour open 
bar, dinner, and breakfast. 
$80–$90. 6 pm–6 am. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow St. 
between Bogart and Wa-
terbury streets in Bushwick, 
(718) 383–3815], www.pa-
perboxnyc.com.

HE RUB NYE: With DJ Ayres & 
DJ Eleven. $60. 10 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FEAST TO END ALL FEASTS: 
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at 
Threes Brewing, with food 
by the Meat Hook! Join 
a family-style meal brim-
ming with meats, seafood, 
pastas, and beer. There will 
also be a whole roasted pig 
and champagne. $125. 7 
pm. Threes Brewing [333 
Douglass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 522–2110], www.
threesbrewing.com. 

TALK, NEW YEAR’S EVE SU-
PER-SPECIAL SEMI-SECU-
LAR POP-UP GONDOLA 
CONFESSIONAL: Unbur-
den yourself of 2016’s mis-
takes before walking into 

the new year with the pop-
up confessional in the back 
yard of Diamond Bar, where 
Park Church Co-op’s pastor 
Amy Kienzle will offer confi -
dential forgiveness. Free. 9 
pm–midnight. The Diamond 
[43 Franklin St. at Calyer 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5030], www.thedia-
mondbrooklyn.com. 

SALZY’S NEW YEAR’S EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Dress 
in your fi nest and enjoy an 
open bar, hors d’oeuvres, 
live music, a disc jockey, 
and more. $75. 10 pm–1 
am. Salzy Bar [506 Fifth Ave. 
between 12th and 13th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–1635], salzybar.com. 

GRUNGE NEW YEAR’S EVE 
PARTY: Cider and beer 
from the Pacifi c Northwest 
and tunes from Nirvana and 
other grunge groups all 
night. Free. 8 pm–4 am. The 
Owl Farm Bar [297 Ninth St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
499–4988].

PRINCE NEW YEAR’S PARTY: 
A screening of “Purple 
Rain” at 8:30 pm, followed 
by ’80s tunes and Prince 
songs all night, and cham-
pagne toast at midnight. If 
you dress like Prince, you 
drink free. Free. 6 pm–4 am. 
The Bodega [24 St. Nicholas 
Ave. at Troutman Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 924–8488]. 

SUN, JAN. 1

OTHER
HANUKKAH ART FESTIVAL: 

Children celebrate the holi-
day with fun activities. Free 
with museum admission. 
10 am to 5:30 pm. Jewish 
Children’s Museum [792 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

MON, JAN. 2
TOTALLY TOTS STUDIO: Chil-

dren make inspired artwork 
and learn about Kehinde 
Wiley, Titus Kaphar, Alma 
Thomas, and Ebony Pat-
terson. Free with museum 
admission. 10 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

MODERATELY DIFFICULT 
TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league, with 
a mega-prize at end and 
weekly prizes as well. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 3
DRUM WORKSHOP & 

BROOKLYN UNITED 
MARCHING BAND: Visit 
after school for a drumming 
workshop with the Brooklyn 
United Marching Band and 
let the music fl ow. Free with 
museum admission. 4 pm to 
5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

COMEDY, BATTLE OF THE 
DIVAS: Comedians debate 
which diva is better: Britney 
Spears or Christina Aguil-
era. With a drag perfor-
mances by Dusty Boxx. $5. 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

WED, JAN. 4

PERFORMANCE
“THE SHOW SHOW WITH 

JEAN GRAE”: Rapper Jean 
Grae’s live talk show this 
month features comedian 
Janeane Garofalo, $10 ($8 
advance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, JAN. 5

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BIG LAZY: The instru-

mental band celebrates its 
20th anniversary. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, CHRISTINE BONAN-
SEA: A solo inspired by Ni-
etzsche’s aphoristic volume 
“Human, All Too Human.” 
$15. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.
org. 

COMEDY, “SERIOUS MAT-

TERS”: A “data-driven com-
edy show” featuring Brock 
Mahan, Kevin McCaffrey, 
Josiah Madigan, Carmen 
Lynch, and Greg Stone. $7. 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THE MOTH STORYSLAM: Sto-
rytelling competition where 
the stage is open to any and 
all with a story to tell on the 
evening’s theme. Hosted by 
CJ Hunt. $10. 8 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FRI, JAN. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BRIDGES AND POW-

ERLINES, THE AYE-AYES, 
STEREO OFF: Benefi t for 
ACLU and Planned Parent-
hood. $10 ($8 advance). 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, 11TH ANNUAL 50 
FIRST JOKES: Comedi-
ans present the fi rst new 
joke they’ve written in 
2017, hosted by John F. 
O’Donnell, and featur-
ing Anna Drezen, Christi 
Chiello, Erik Bergstrom, Jo 
Firestone, Joe Pera, Joel 
Kim Booster, Julio Torres, 
Liza Treyger, Matt Koff, 
Matteo Lane, and more! 
$15. 8 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

OTHER
FILM, “THE JOURNEY”: A 

screening of director Peter 
Watkins’s 1987 experiment 
with form. $10 suggested 
donation. 7 pm. Light In-
dustry (155 Freeman St. 
at Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint), www.lightin-
dustry.org. 

SAT, JAN. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SYLVAIN LEROUX: 

The fl autist performs a solo 
for fula fl ute as part of the 
series of solo concerts. 
$10 suggested donation. 
4:40 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 
and 10th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

OTHER
TRAIN OPERATOR WORK-

SHOP: Take control of a 
subway car and operate it 
over virtual miles of track, 
using some incredibly re-
alistic software! Space is 
limited, recommended for 
children 10 years and older. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 3:30 pm o 4:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Making a list and checking it twice: Brooklyn journalist Jennifer Mattson will 
share her secrets for keeping New Year’s resolutions at the Brooklyn Brainery.
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“New Year’s Resolutions: 
How to make and keep 
them” at Brooklyn Brain-
ery [190 Underhill Ave. 
between Sterling and St. 
Johns places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 292–7246, 
www.brooklynbrainery.
com]. Jan. 3 at 6:30 pm, 
Jan. 6 at 5 pm. $22.

C L AS S

Plan for 2017

This charming band: The 
Sons and Heirs, a tribute 
band to the Smiths and 
Morrissey, are playing a 
New Year’s Eve show at 
Littlefield, followed by 
an ’80s dance party.
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ers, who will shave seven minutes 
off their commutes, but a bummer 
for Brownstone Brooklynites, as 
service will be halved at six of 
their stops.  Even pols got in on 
the feud , with Councilmen Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) fuming 
that the change will “screw” his 
constituents and Councilman Da-
vid Greenfield (D–Borough Park) 
accusing him of being petty. “It’s 
not fair to say, ‘My constituents 
are in a wealthy, transit-rich area, 
but you poor schlubs who live in 
Southern Brooklyn shouldn’t get 
it,’ ” said Greenfield at a May 17 
hearing.

Bird’s-eye view: Red Hook 
artist and pigeon fancier Duke Ri-
ley  trained thousands of the ma-
ligned birds  to fly in formation 
over the East River while toting 
tiny lights on their legs for a se-
ries of sold-out shows at the Navy 
Yard. Riley  previously taught 50 
pigeons  to smuggle cigars from 
Cuba to Florida.

Pier pressure: In a bizarre 
twist in the ongoing battle over 
housing in Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
state development honchos  pulled 
their support for two new towers at 
Pier 6  — but Mayor DeBlasio just 
shrugged and announced he will 
build them anyway. Albany cited 
questionable donations the proj-
ect’s developer made to Hizzoner, 
but also said it won’t stand in the 
city’s way.  Activists are still trying  
to sue to stop the high rises. 

JUNE
We’re gonna need a bigger 

boat:  Sharks are getting closer 
than ever to Brooklyn’s beaches , 
experts said after anglers plucked 
17 of the beasts from the waters off 
Sheepshead Bay during a fishing 
tournament in June. A bumper crop 
of bunker fish churning along the 
coast was responsible for drawing 
the razor-toothed predators near 
our shores, naturalists say.

Un-American: The owner of a 
Gowanus studio where cable net-
work FX films its sexy Soviet spy 
drama “The Americans”  waged 
his own cold war on the city , after 
officials announced plans to seize 
and demolish the property as part 
of the federal Canal cleanup. East-
ern Effects Studios honcho Scott 
Levy says he has sunk $5 million 
into building his studio and is only 
five years into a 20-year lease, and 
the move would kill his business 
faster than Kerri Russell’s char-
acter can assassinate a rival agent 
with her bare hands. 

Finally: The owner of Park 
Slope old folks’ home Prospect 
Park Residence  agreed to pay 
his elderly tenants $3.35 mil-
lion  to leave the pricey property, 
ending an ugly and high-profile 
two-year court battle between the 
two parties. The nonagenarians 
had been fighting eviction since 
landlord Haysha Deitsch abruptly 
gave them three months to scram 
in March 2014 so he could unload 
the tony building to an investment 
firm.  He finally sold for $84 mil-
lion in October .

JULY
‘Jaws’ chews his way back: 

Champion hot-dog-chomper Joey 

I
t was the year of Poke-
mon Panic — any toy that 
gets kids outside must be 

stopped! — and the year a 
Florida school cancelled its 
“Powder Puff” all-girl football 
game, suggesting the girls bob 
for apples instead. It was the 
year that we saw the first aca-
demic study of bouncy house 
temperatures — ”something 
that no one had really exam-
ined in the published litera-
ture,” according to one of the 
researchers. Imagine that.

But in all, it was a partic-
ularly great year for busy-
bodies.

A video of a man screaming 
at a woman who popped into 
the gas station while her kid 
waited in the car went viral — 
who could resist mom-sham-

ing like that? — as did a video 
of parents getting their food at 
a buffet while their baby waited 
at the table. Why, that child 
could have vaporized while 
they got their spareribs!

Cops asked one mom to 
leave a football game be-
cause onlookers thought her 
baby looked cold, while an-
other mom’s kids were or-
dered to undergo a physical 
because she let them wait in the 
minivan while she got a Star-
bucks — an errand that took 
three whole minutes. And my 
friend Julie Gunlock, a writer 
in D.C., got chewed out by an 
FBI agent for running in to 
get a rotisserie chicken while 
her boys, 9, 7 and 5, waited in 
the car. She certainly is Pub-
lic Enemy #1.

And then there were these 
stories:

1) The police chief of New 
Albany, Ohio, helpfully re-
vealed the age that kids are 
old enough to start going out-
side on their own: 16. “I think 
that’s the threshold where you 
see children getting a little bit 
more freedom.”

2) Local television news in 
Fargo, N.D., reported that a 
mom “felt scared” at the gro-

cery because she kept running 
into the same couple in sev-
eral aisles, “And when I went 
to the checkout they were right 
there.” Yep.

3) Kids at the Learning Col-
laborative, a pre-school in a 
disadvantaged neighborhood 
of Charlotte, N.C., were not 
allowed to play on their new 
swings because the grass and 
dirt underneath are “too dan-
gerous.” First, the school must 

raise $1,100 to replace the grass 
with six-inch-deep mulch.

4) The Beaverton, Ore., li-
brary will not allow children 
under 10 on the premises un-
less “within sightlines of par-
ents” at all times. If an “adult-
responsible caregiver cannot 
be located within five minutes, 
library staff will call the Bea-
verton Police Department.”

5) A 14-year-old Iowa girl, 
“Nancy Doe,” took two racy 
pictures of herself — one in 
a sports bra and boy shorts, 
one braless, but with her hair 
covering her breasts — and 
texted them to a boy. A few 
weeks later, she was accused 
of sexual exploitation of a mi-
nor: herself.

6) The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 

advised all women who are 
not on birth control not to 
drink any alcohol until they 
reach menopause. Explained 
Princeton sociologist Elizabeth 
Mitchell Armstrong, “The idea 
is that any woman of repro-
ductive age should be treated 
as potentially pregnant at all 
times.”

7) Rhode Island legislators 
introduced a bill that would ban 
recess if temperatures drop be-
low 32 degrees.

8) A dying, wheelchair-
bound sex offender with Al-
zheimer’s must move out of 
the Boynton Beach, Fla., hos-
pice he is in because it is too 
close to a pre-school.

9) Nine hundred middle 
school students in Grand Is-
land, Neb., were evacuated 

when a staff member noticed 
an unfamiliar box in the band 
room. The state’s bomb squad 
was summoned to open it, and 
discovered it held what some 
would indeed consider a threat 
to the community’s well-be-
ing: An accordion.*

10) And just three weeks ago 
a Long Island mom and dad 
shopping for Christmas lights 
at a Valley Stream Home Depot 
let their 4-year-old nap in the 
car. When they came out about 
20 minutes later, they found 
firemen had smashed open the 
back passenger window to ex-
tricate the (perfectly fine, if 
startled) boy after someone had 
called 911 to report an “uncon-
scious child.” A waiting am-
bulance then sped the tot and 
his mom to Cohen’s Children’s 

Medical Center in Queens, 
while the dad was thrown in 
jail for five hours. That night 
when they all finally got home 
after 10, the doorbell rang at 
about midnight: Someone from 
child protective services was 
there to inspect their home. 
Now the dad is awaiting trial 
on charges of child endanger-
ment. His court date is Valen-
tine’s Day. Nice.

May your year be saner and 
sweeter!

*Okay, cheap joke. The ac-
cordion is actually my favor-
ite instrument.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

2016’s 10 most-ridiculous moments in helicopter parenting

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Cyclists are fed up with 
officers from Clinton Hill’s 
88th Precinct parking their 
cars across the bike lane on 
DeKalb Avenue, and are de-
manding the cops cut it out be-
fore someone gets hurt.

“When you ride your 
bike up DeKalb you have to 

swerve out in traffic,” said 
Dara Furlow, a Clinton Hill 
resident who regularly uses 
the lane. “People are trying 
to be safe and ride their bikes 
and I think they’re impeding 
public safety.” 

Police park cars halfway 
across the sidewalk between 
Classon Avenue and Steuben 
Street, leaving them jutting 

Squad goals
Cyclists want 88th Pct’s 
cars out of their lane

out into the pedaling path, 
which the city installed in 
2008.

The precinct’s command-
ing officer says he’s well aware 
of the problem — the station 
gets at least one complaint a 
week, plus angry tweets — 
but claims Clinton Hill’s Fin-
est can’t go driving around 
the neighborhood for hours 
looking for a spot and need 
their cars close by so they can 
spring into action quickly. 

They also can’t move the 
vehicles any farther back onto 
the pavement because they 
have to keep it partially clear 
for pedestrians, he said. 

“I’m definitely sensitive 
to the complaints and rec-
ognize that it’s not the best 

design, we’re just trying to 
come up with a solution,” said 
Cpt. John Buttacavoli. “You 
back the car up too much, it 
blocks pedestrians, move it 
forward and now I’m block-
ing bikes.”

The precinct did introduce 
a policy three weeks ago re-
quiring staffers to park their 
personal vehicles on the non-
bike-lane side of the street, 
according to Buttacavoli, but 
Furlow said she hasn’t noticed 
any difference. 

The 100-year-old station 
house doesn’t have its own 
parking lot, although nearby 
Pratt Institute has agreed to let 
staffers use some of its spaces 
for their personal cars. 

But between the pre-

cinct’s 27 squad cars and 
at least 50 employees who 
drive their own cars to work 
on each shift — while just 
two cycle — there still isn’t 
enough parking in the area to 
go around, Buttacavoli says, 
especially during changeover 
when there is sometimes 100 
employees at the station with 
vehicles.

“Parking is tough, even if 
you decide to park elsewhere 
you’re going to circle around 
the block,” he said.

But cyclists say the offi-
cers are setting a dangerous 
example to regular drivers by 
using their parking privileges 
to block bike lanes when it 
isn’t an emergency. 

“Police are supposed to 

be enforcing the law,” said 
a bike messenger who iden-
tified himself only as Mat-
thew because he didn’t want 
to compromise his job. “Most 
of the time they’re in there, 
they’re not in an emergency, 
and it’s kind of setting a bad 
example,

If they can’t find a safe way 
to park outside the precinct, 
they need to find a new way to 
get to work, one rider says.

“This may require our 
city’s finest to compete with 
parking with the rest of us, 
take public transportation, or 
ride a bike to work, but the 
benefit to public safety would 
certainly be worth it,” said 
neighborhood resident Shawn 
Onsgard.

Squad cars at the 88th Precinct in Clinton Hill are 
jutting into the bike lane.
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By the Brooklyn Paper 
Small Data Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Sometimes a story just clicks 
with our readers — and we’ve 
counted those clicks! These 
were the most-viewed sto-
ries on BrooklynPaper.com 
in 2016:

1.  Man punches woman 
in the face after argument 
about Trump at Boerum Hill 
bistro 

In one of the first of many 
hate-fueled attacks to take place 
in Brooklyn following Novem-
ber’s election, a fan of the Don-
ald slugged a lady at Bar Tabac 
after she expressed her dismay 
at the election results — then 
ran off, and is still at large. As 
you can imagine, the newsroom 
received lots of messages from 
very sane and rational people 
after this story went viral. 

2.  Trump’s son-in-law 
buys Watchtower HQ, has 
big, beautiful plans for it 

Developer Jared Kushner has 
been buying up the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ old Dumbo proper-
ties  for years , but people started 
paying more attention in 2016 
when they learned that he is 
Ivanka Trump’s husband and 
her dad’s right-hand-man.

3.  Crown Heights teen 
learns he is getting full ride 
to Harvard 

Who could resist sharing this 
heartwarming moment caught 
on camera? Not our readers.

4.  City shuts contro-
versial Williamsburg club 
Brooklyn Mirage 

Brooklyn’s party people had 
to let pals know that their week-
end plans were off after fire-
fighters pulled the plug on this 
massive outdoor nightclub in 
May —  then again in June .

5.  It’s snowing inside 
Borough Hall station 

There’s nothing like a cap-
tive audience! Readers stuck 
at home during a blizzard in 
February were momentarily 
relieved from their boredom 
by eye-catching photos of the 
snow storm filtering down into 
the stop’s Flatbush-bound 4 and 
5 platform. 

6.  Park Slope Food Co-op 
suspends four members 

over Israel boycott spat 
In this year’s “Peak Park 

Slope” moment, the iconic so-
cialist supermarket’s long-sim-
mering dispute over whether 
to ban Israeli products finally 
boiled over when four longtime 
members stormed a pro-boycott 
meeting — and were exiled to a 
year in Key Food purgatory by 
the store’s Disciplinary Com-
mittee as a result.

7.  Bed-Stuy board rejects 
outpost of Williamsburg 
hipster dive-bar empire 

Anti-hipster heroes or every-
thing that’s wrong with Amer-
ica? Our readers were divided 
after Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
community board rejected a 
trendy bar chain’s bid to open 
a new outpost in the rapidly gen-
trifying nabe, instead grilling 
the proprietors over how many 
black employees they have. 

8.  Williamsburg’s Giglio 
Feast takes starring role in 
new mob movie 

We’re still not entirely sure 
why people went so wild for 
this arts article about an in-
die flick that features scenes 
set during the storied Italian-
American tower-carrying fes-
tival, but we aren’t complain-
ing either.

9.  Critics: No-prison deal 
for slumlord Israel brothers 
is ‘slap on the wrist’ 

A poll on this article asked 
whether  notoriously crappy  
landlords Joel and Amrom Is-
rael got what they deserved af-
ter pleading guilty to harass-
ing rent-stabilized tenants from 
their buildings with pit bulls 
and demolition. “No” was 
winning pretty handily un-
til we got a mysterious surge 
of traffic from folks who left 
exclusively sympathetic com-
ments and voted “yes” more 
than a thousand times. 

10.  Stop and star! Lux-
ury development builds its 
own subway entrance 

Along with its  in-house  
espresso bar  and  heated rooftop 
dog run , the over-the-top lux-
ury amenities of Downtown’s 
Ava DoBro building are an on-
going source of fascination for 
Brooklyn Paper readers and re-
porters alike. 

The online hits

cal residents and pols to rezone 
the site for more housing in ex-
change for building a school and 
some below-market housing there. 
Instead, Fortis Property Group says 
it will just plow ahead with a plan 
to build high rises next to the neigh-
borhood historic district, which is 
equally unpopular but doesn’t re-
quire city approval.  

DECEMBER
Closing the book: The own-

ers of Cobble Hill institution Book-
Court  announced they were clos-
ing the Court Street shop after 35 
years  of slinging tomes. 

Grim news: And if that demise 
wasn’t enough, Gowanus mecca-
of-the-macabre the  Morbid Anat-
omy Museum met its grisly end . 

The popular haunt for taxidermists, 
ghost-hunters, and all manner of 
thanatophiles succumbed to a ter-
minal case of no-cash-itis not long 
after its founder launched a mori-
bund crowd-funding operation to 
raise $75,000 and return the cu-
rio from the brink of death. Rest 
in peace.

Bigly deal: Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law and right-hand man 
Jared Kushner  bought a city-block-
sized vacant Dumbo lot  for $345 
million, adding to his already 
substantial portfolio of property 
in the nabe. Real estate tycoons 
have been salivating over the for-
mer Jehovah’s Witnesses parking 
lot for years, as it is one of the last 
remaining swathes of empty land 
in the pricey neighborhood.

Continued from page 3

2016...

Chestnut  gobbled his way to the 
Nathan’s Hot-Dog Eating Contest 
title on July 4  — regaining the cov-
eted Mustard Belt he lost to Matt 
“Megatoad” Stonie last year by 
wolfing down a world-record 70 
wieners in 10 minutes. Women’s 
champ Miki Sudo downed 38-and-
a-half dogs to retain her title for 
the third year in a row.  

Spu-mourni Gardens: The 
co-owner of famed Gravesend piz-
zeria L&B Spumoni Gardens  was 
shot dead  in front of his Dyker 
Heights home on July 30. A hooded 
gunman pumped five rounds into 
61-year-old Louis Barbati at the 
corner of 12th Avenue and 76th 
Street and then fled.  Police later ar-
rested 41-year-old Andres Fernan-
dez for the crime , which they say 
was a botched robbery, although 
some speculate it may have been 
mob-related.

AUGUST
Shakespeare in the buff: 

 Nude actresses performed “The 
Tempest” in Prospect Park  in a 
show the director said was de-
signed to promote body posi-
tivity.

Ready for our close-up: The 
Brooklyn Paper’s Downtown of-
fice  starred on an episode of tele-
vision show “Last Week Tonight 
With John Oliver.”  The hit Home 
Box Office show used our digs as 
a set for a spoof of the 2015 movie 
“Spotlight” starring Jason Sudei-
kis, Bobby Cannavale, and Rose 
Byrne — who were clearly thrilled 
to leave the humdrum world of 
Hollywood behind to experience 
the thrill of a community news-
paper bullpen in person. 

Citibike-lash: Bike-rental 
program Citi Bike rolled out new 
docks around Community Board 
6, but many locals weren’t rid-
ing high — residents in  both the 
ritzy streets of Park Slope  and  the 
Red Hook Houses  complained that 
the bulky blue bikes usurped their 
parking spots.  The panel called 
the cops  at a September meeting 
after one irate Cobble Hill resi-
dent screamed into the faces of 
the board’s leadership. 

SEPTEMBER
Primary function: The state 

Democratic primary — which 
may as well be the actual elec-
tion in deep-blue Brooklyn — 
 saw 29-year-old Kensington po-
litico Robert “Bobby” Carroll take 
over the 44th Assembly District 
seat  from outgoing Assemblyman 
Jim Brennan,  and the election of 
Brooklyn’s (and America’s) first 
female Hasidic judge , Borough 
Park’s Rachel “Ruchie” Freier, who 
will bang her gavel at the Fifth Ju-
dicial district civil court.

Bloody J’Ouvert: Gunmen 
shot four people, killing two, and 
stabbed a man  during the early-
morning J’Ouvert parade  that pre-
cedes the West Indian American 
Day Carnival — despite a heavy 
police presence that Mayor De-
Blasio had promised would ensure 
this year’s event would be “safer 
than ever.” Many called for the 
city to cancel the long-running 
Caribbean carnival following the 
bloodshed, though no decisions 
have been announced yet. 

Goodbye Gamby: The Brook-
lyn Cyclones’ notoriously loose-
lipped and much-loved manager 
Tom Gamboa  announced his re-
tirement after four decades in base-
ball , though his nuggets of wis-
dom will live on in a forthcoming 
book co-written by none-other than 
Brooklyn Paper baseball beat re-
porter David Russel. Gamby cele-
brated as only Gamby can —  get-
ting ejected from his final game by 
yelling  “You must be f----------- me 
up my a--” at the umpire. 

Who you gonna call:  Actor 
Bill Murray tended bar at his son 
Homer’s new Greenpoint restau-
rant  — and served up a viral sen-
sation when news of his booze-
slinging antics made news across 
the globe. 

Dead end: The six-year-long 
fight over the galaxy’s most con-
troversial bike lane  finally ended  
when the politically connected 
Park Slopers who had been su-
ing to kill the pedaling path along 
Prospect Park West dropped their 
suit. The litigants’ ranks initially 
included former Transportation 

Commissioner and current wife 
to Sen. Chuck Schumer (D–Park 
Slope) Iris Weinshall, former Dep-
uty Mayor Norman Steisel, and for-
mer Brooklyn College dean Louise 
Hainline, but several backed off 
— one died — as the case dragged 
on and the lane became a fixture 
of the neighborhood. 

OCTOBER
RIP:  Brooklyn District Attor-

ney Ken Thompson died of cancer 
at age 50 , just a week after noti-
fying the public he was sick.  Ru-
mor had it that several others were 
hoping  Gov. Cuomo would anoint 
them as a replacement — includ-
ing Public Advocate Tish James, 
former prosecutor Ann Swern, and 
former Commissioner on Human 
Rights Patricia Gatling — but he 
ultimately left Thompson’s chosen 
replacement, Chief Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzales, in 
place until next year’s election. 

Pizza wars: Old-school Bay 
Ridgites  were cheesed off  over 
news that artisanal pizza mini-
chain Artichoke Basille’s was 
cooking up a storefront on the 
corner of 91st Street and Fourth 
Avenue, chastising the cooks for 
trying to pass anything with veg-
etables off as a pie. “Vegetables 
should be nowhere near my pizza. 
If you’re going to do pizza, do 
pizza — get it dripping with cheese 
and sauce and grease,” said local 
Michael Marotto. “To me a real 
slice of pizza is plain or pepper-
oni — artichokes belong in sal-
ads, not pizza.”

Pun done: The city finally 
cracked down on the scourge of 
tourists securing so-called “love 
locks” and other pieces of junk 
to the Brooklyn Bridge,  install-
ing signs along the span saying 
“No locks, yes lox”  — complete 
with images of a crossed-out latch 
and a smoked-salmon-stuffed ba-
gel — that threaten a $100 fine. 
 The pun-ny solution seems to have 
worked  — a highly scientific study 
by this paper a month later found 
almost all the locks were gone and 
visitors were too scared to attach 
any new ones. 

NOVEMBER
The presidential election…: 

Our reporters  watched Hillary’s 
election-night party go downhill 
fast , while  Dems in Park Slope  and 
Carroll Gardens  collectively boo-
hooed  over Trump’s upset win. 
When the results came in, it was 

clear Kings County was “with her” 
— except for sections of Southern 
Brooklyn where Russian electors 
in Sheepshead Bay and Brighton 
Beach who are  fond of the pro-Is-
rael businessman  turned  swaths of 
the map red  for The Donald.

…And the ensuing back-
lash: The borough’s political ten-
sions hit fever pitch in the days fol-
lowing Trump’s election. First a guy 
 socked a woman at Cobble Hill’s 
Bar Tabac  because she was criti-
cizing Trump. Then immigrant stu-
dents in Sunset Park reported that 
school staffers were  telling them to 
“pack their bags”  in the wake of the 
election. And if that wasn’t enough, 
someone  spray-painted swastikas 
and the words “Go Trump” on a 
jungle gym in Adam Yauch Park  
in Brooklyn Heights.

Expressway decay:  City 
workers vivisected  the aging 
Brooklyn–Queens Expressway 
to find that the three-tiered sec-
tion near Brooklyn Heights has 
just 10 years to live. The 70-year-
old structure is already a decade 
beyond its lifespan, and now tax-
payers face a $1.7-billion repair 
bill — the  largest in Department 
of Transportation history . 

Pledge of a grievance: Lo-
cal veterans  turned their back on 
Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope)  during a Veterans Day cer-
emony at Carroll Park, because 
the lawmaker refused to stand for 
the Pledge of Allegiance during 
an earlier Council meeting — a 
move Lander insisted was to show 
solidarity with oppressed people 
and not a criticism of the armed 
services. Either way, he should 
have known better, war heroes said. 
“That’s a real slap in the face es-
pecially to us guys,” said Nick As-
sante, a Vietnam vet and Purple 
Heart recipient. “They want peo-
ple like us to vote for people like 
him — he should respect people 
like us.”

Green for green: The city fi-
nally made good on a decade-old 
promise to finish Bushwick Inlet 
Park on the Williasmburg water-
front, agreeing to  cut a $160-mil-
lion check  to buy the burnt-out 
CitiStorage warehouses at Kent 
Avenue and N. 11th Street — the 
final piece of land it needs to put in 
the park that officials pledged back 
when they rezoned the waterfront 
for luxury housing in 2005.

LICH talks flatline: The devel-
opers of the old Long Island Hospi-
tal in Cobble Hill  officially pulled 
the plug  on negotiations  with lo-
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(Above) Actor Bill Murray poured shots of tequila at his 
son’s Greenpoint bar in September. (Left) Joey Chestnut 
and Miki Sudo chomped their way to victory at the annual 
Nathan’s Hot-Dog Eating Contest.
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Wishing you a  
healthy and happy holiday.   
Thank you for a great 2016, and looking  
forward to seeing you in the new year!
Deseándoles salud y felicidad en la Navidad.  
¡Gracias por un gran año 2016!  ¡Esperamos 
verlos todos en el año nuevo!


