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Your World  — Your News

New York Water Taxi’s Red Hook ferry will float on.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about bailing out 
a boat.

The ferry that 
shuttles shoppers 
and their flat-pack 

furniture from the 
Red Hook Ikea to Manhattan 

is staying afloat despite its 
owners’ threats to raise the 
gangway for good, after  an-

other boat company bought the 
business last week .

New York Water Taxi’s honchos 
 claimed they’d have to scuttle their en-
terprise  if the city didn’t award them 
the contract to run  its new five-bor-
ough ferry service  last year, warning 
they couldn’t compete with a govern-
ment-funded rival in Red Hook. 

 They still didn’t get the gig , but on 

Thursday they sold the entire oper-
ation to New York Cruise Lines — 
which runs the Circle Line sightsee-
ing cruises — and both companies say 
the Erie Basin route will now keep 
chugging along.

“We are especially pleased to be 
continuing with the Ikea ferry ser-
vice,” said Water Taxi bigwig Peter 
Ebright.

New York Water Taxi has been 
carrying Red Hookers and lovers of 
stylish-yet-affordable Scandinavian 
furniture across the river on its yel-
low-and-black checkered crafts since 
the store opened in 2008.

It is free on weekends and $5 per 
trip Monday through Friday — un-
less you have an Ikea receipt for $10 or 
more (the price of  a colorful bath mat  
or  two plates of Swedish meatballs ), 

SALE BOAT! 
Ikea Water Taxi will continue 
after tour company buys biz

star in, but those 
are about 
as popu-
lar as a 
Monday 
matinee 
of “In 
Tr a n s i t .” 
What? Exactly.

“It’s a little bit 
less crowded,” said 
Anna Ray, whose 
1-year-old and 
3-year-old some-
times have to set-
tle for the less-pop-
ular readings — or 
miss out entirely. “It’s 
become so crowded, 
we come every so of-
ten now.”

But some young sto-
rytime fanatics just can’t 
go even a week without see-
ing their leading lady. 

“Parents generally have a 
good sense of humor about it, 
but some kids will be really 
disappointed if they miss one 
week,” said Heath. 

“Hamilton” creator Lin 
Manuel-Miranda did not 
return a request for 
comment.

Try your luck 
at scoring a ticket 
to Emily Heath’s storytime sessions at 
the Clinton Hill Library (380 Washing-
ton Ave. at Greene Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, www.bklynlibrary.org/locations/
clinton-hill). Tuesdays and Fridays at 
10:15 am and 11:15 am. Free. 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Free at last!
A judge finally overturned 

Brooklyn attorney and former pe-
rennial political candidate John 
O’Hara’s  controversial 1990s con-
viction  for voter fraud on Jan. 12, 
after the district attorney’s office 
discovered that a witness provided 
false testimony during the orig-
inal case. 

The exoneration is both a re-
lief and vindication for the Sunset 
Parker, who  has been fighting for 
20 years to clear his good name  
while enduring  a lengthy disbar-
ment , five years of probation, a 
$20,000 fine, and performing 1,500 
hours of community service.

“I feel great after 20 years,” 
said O’Hara, who celebrated with 
a chicken quesadilla and a beer. 
“Three trials, a dozen appeals — 
it’s over!”

The conviction remains one of 
the most bizarre prosecutions in 
Brooklyn history — O’Hara is still 
the only person to be found guilty 
of illegal voting in New York since 
suffragette Susan B. Anthony was 
convicted on the charge in 1873, 
when women could not vote.

Then–District Attorney Charles 
Hynes first targeted O’Hara in 
1997 for voting outside of his reg-
istered election district, in what 
O’Hara believes was retaliation 
for him running against the top 
prosecutor’s buddies in elections 
— twice for Council seats and three 

EXONERATED! 
Voter-fraud conviction fi nally overturned after 20 years

times for the Assembly. 
Hynes’s case relied heavily on 

the testimony of a former land-
lord who described the apartment 
O’Hara claimed to live in at the 
time as uninhabitable, according 
to one of the men responsible for 
investigating the case. Acting 
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez 
moved to nix the conviction af-
ter investigators tracked down a 

former witness who told them the 
apartment actually was fit to live 
in and had in fact been recently 
renovated before O’Hara started 
residing there with his then-girl-
friend, he said.

“She gave us a much different 
account,” said Mark Hale, chief 
of the  district attorney’s Convic-
tion Review Unit .

The witness, who was not named, 

could not provide any explanation 
for why her testimony deviated so 
wildly, Hale said.

O’Hara is most indebted to late 
District Attorney Ken Thompson, 
 who succumbed to cancer in Oc-
tober  but posthumously fulfilled 
a promise he made to the belea-
guered attorney after he defeated 
Hynes in 2014, according to his 
own attorney.

“[Thompson] saw that it was a 
political hit … that Hynes gave to 
John for somehow crossing the es-
tablishment of the Democratic Party 
that Hynes ran,” said O’Hara’s law-
yer Dennis Kelly. “We were in his 
office right after he was elected 
and he said, ‘Yes John, we’re go-
ing to get justice for you.’ ”

O’Hara says he also owes a lot to 
this very paper for its tireless cov-
erage of his legal woes and sub-
sequent victories — including an 
investigation by the state judicial 
committee in 2009,  which deter-
mined he was the victim of an un-
justified and politically motivated 
prosecution .

“Without the Brooklyn Paper, 
I wouldn’t have been exonerated 
today,” O’Hara said

But O’Hara’s quest for justice 
isn’t over — he still plans on su-
ing Hynes, Kelly said. “It was a po-
litical witch-hunt that caused this 
prosecution of John and we’re go-
ing to hold them accountable in the 
very near future,” said Kelly. “A 
civil rights, malicious prosecution 
case will be filed shortly.”

Sunset Park attorney John O’Hara emerged from the Su-
preme Court building on Jay Street with a smile after a 
judge dismissed his 20-year-old conviction.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

You’re welcome.
Days after John O’Hara, the 

only man ever prosecuted in New 
York State for voter fraud, was fi-
nally cleared on appeal of the po-
litically motivated felony charges 
that sullied his name, cost him his 
law license and forced him to do 
more than 1,000 hours of com-
munity service, he took a victory 

This paper helped clear his name

INSIDE: ‘BAR SCRAWL’ IS BACK – AND BETTER THAN EVER

lap on the airwaves of Brooklyn 
Paper Radio,  the paper of record 
on the overzealous persecution of 
O’Hara  by then–District Attor-
ney Charles Hynes.

“If it wasn’t for the Brooklyn 
Paper, I never would have been 
cleared,” O’Hara told show co-
hosts Gersh Kuntzman of the New 
York Daily News and Brooklyn 
Paper Editor Vince DiMiceli. 
“You guys covered it every step 

of the way.”
But even the Paper wasn’t able 

to completely exonerate O’Hara, 
which a state judge did last week 
after a witness recanted. Previ-
ously, the witness had testified 
that O’Hara could not have le-
gally voted from the address he 
had given to the Board of Elec-
tions because his basement apart-
ment was not actually an apart-

See RADIO  on page 9

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

We take a look back at the 
epic story of Sunset Park attor-
ney and politico John O’Hara’s 
 fall from grace and his long-
overdue absolution .

1990–1996: A perennial 
thorn in the side of the Brooklyn 
Democratic machine, O’Hara 
makes five unsuccessful runs 
for office — twice for Coun-
cil and three times for the As-
sembly — including a run 
against former Assemblyman 
James Brennan (D–Kensing-
ton) that he says earned him 
an enemy for life. 

1992: O’Hara claims to be  
living in the basement apartment 
of a Sunset Park building, and 
registers to vote at that address. 
He casts a ballot at PS 92.

1996: Then–District At-
torney Charles Hynes hits 
O’Hara with a seven-count fel-
ony voter fraud indictment — 
charges that threaten 28 years 
in prison. Prosecutors claim 
O’Hara couldn’t have lived in 
the basement back in 1992 as 
it wasn’t habitable. O’Hara re-
fuses several plea deals. 

1997: O’Hara is found guilty 
on all counts. He is disbarred 
and banned from voting, and 
the judge sentences him to 
five years probation, $20,000 
in fines, and 1,500 hours of 
community service. Follow-
ing the conviction, Brennan 

The John O’Hara story
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O’Hara on the cover of this paper in 1997 when he was prosecuted by then-DA Hynes.

NEMESIS: Charles Hynes 
served as Brooklyn District 
Attorney for 23 years.

trict Attorney against Hynes, 
but the district attorney gets 
the so-called “Kung Fu Judge” 
declared incompetent and, in a 
brutal political take-down, the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant resident is 
locked away in a nursing home 
and his $10-million estate is 
handed over to a series of court-
appointed guardians.

2002: O’Hara appeals to 
a federal court, but the judge 
throws the case out, arguing it 
has already been argued exhaus-
tively in state courts.

2003: O’Hara tries to take 
his plight to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, but it refuses to hear 
his case.

2005: Harpers  publishes a 
7,500-word feature on the saga , 
revealing the results of an in-
vestigation that showed Hynes 
prosecuted O’Hara as a favor 
to Brennan. Hynes threatens 
to sue the magazine,  but never 
follows through . 

2007: O’Hara gets his name 
back on the voter rolls. The au-
thor of the Harpers story, Chris-
topher Ketcham,  pens a screen-
play called “O’Hara,”  described 
as “‘Prince of the City’ meets 
‘Serpico’ meets ‘City Hall.’” 
Chris Noth is tapped to play 
Hynes. (Sadly, the film is yet 
to be made.)

2008: An appeals court 
 reinstates O’Hara to the bar . 
 Judge Phillips dies  at the age 
of 83 in the notorious Prospect 
Park Residence nursing home 
(subsequently the subject of its 

 tells the New York Times , “John 
O’Hara is a pathological liar and 
fraud and a danger to the public 
because of his fraud.”

1998: O’Hara strikes back — 
an appeals court reverses the con-
viction. 

1999: Hynes requests a sec-
ond trial, which ends in mistrial 
as the jury fails to reach a unan-
imous decision.

2000: An unprecedented third 
trial results in yet another guilty 
verdict. O’Hara becomes the first 
person in Brooklyn to be tried three 
times on the same crime.

2001: The State Court of Ap-
peals upholds the conviction in 
a 5–2 decision. Meanwhile, civil 
court Judge John Phillips an-
nounces he is running for Dis- See O’HARA  on page 10
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the reading-room where it hap-
pens!

Tickets to storytime at the Clinton 
Hill Library are hotter than even the 
hottest Broadway show, according to 
the local parents and nannies who re-
serve their place online and turn up 
hours in advance to make sure they’re 
not throwing away their spots.  

“There are parents who come here and 
say this is worse than getting ‘Hamil-
ton’ tickets,” said librarian Emily Heath 
— a triple threat who sings, reads, and 
leads toddler playtime with the effort-
less stage presence and razzle-dazzle 
of a young Chita Rivera.

Heath’s show-stopping performance 
of “Itsy Bitsy Spider” has been gener-
ating big local buzz since she started 
working at the Washington Avenue book 
repository two years ago and she is a big 
reason behind the storytime’s critical 
and commercial success, residents say 
— although an influx of new families 
to the neighborhood has also boosted 
demand.  

Only 20 golden tickets are available 
for each of Heath’s tour-de-force per-
formances at 10:15 am and 11:15 am ev-
ery Tuesday and Friday — the latter is 
first-come first-served but the earlier 

session is now so in-demand that the 
library had to create an online ticket-
ing system a few weeks ago to manage 
the insatiable crowds.

Just like Hamil-fans, parents have 
to hover over their computers waiting 
for the tickets to become available 24 
hours before each show or they’ll miss 
out, according to one mom.

“You have to be very quick,” said 
Deonne Duran, who frequents Heath’s 
storytimes with her 1-year-old Cai. “I 
try to do it as soon as possible — if I 
forget in the morning and do it in the 
evening it’s too late.” 

For the 11:15 am sessions, Duran gets 
to the library at 9:15 am — turning up 
just a half-hour ahead of time means 
being turned away at the door, and you 
can forget about nabbing a good park-
ing spot for your stroller. 

Tickets to see Heath in her career-
defining role are so sought-after, the 
library had to institute a one-session-
per-week limit for each family, and will 
give away seats if parents and their in-
fants aren’t in their places by “Once 
upon a time…” 

Of course, there are other storytime 
sessions at the library that Heath doesn’t 

The ‘Hamilton’ of Clinton Hill
Parents say local library storytime is the hottest ticket in town

STORY
EVER
THE GREATEST

Storytime with the Clinton Hill Library’s Emily Heath is one of the best 
shows in town, according to parents. Watch out Lin-Manuel Miranda!
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See FERRY  on page 4
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Urgent Care  
at Mount Sinai Doctors Brooklyn Heights 

300 Cadman Plaza West, 18th Floor 

Between Tillary and Pierrepont

929-210-6300

Monday – Friday | 8:30 am  – 8:30 pm 

Saturday & Sunday  | 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Holidays | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

If you have a sudden illness or injury, we’re 

here for you. Check in online or just walk 

in to our urgent care center near Borough 

Hall for fast and skilled medical care, so you 

can get right back home or back to work. 

We also off er appointments for primary 

care and more than 30 other specialties.

MOUNT SINAI DOCTORS 

URGENT CARE.

QUALITY CARE AT THE SPEED OF LIFE.

No Appointment  Needed

Beat the line and check in before you arrive at 

 www.mountsinai.org/bhurgentcare or just come in.

For life-threatening conditions, call 911 or 
visit an emergency room. 

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue pro�ling 

the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley For More Information: 
718-260-8340 | atarley@cnglocal.com

gaycitynews.nyc  |  cnglocal.com

DON’T MISS OUT
By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is East versus West.
The tenant leaders of the 

Red Hook Houses are divided 
over whether  Mayor DeBla-
sio’s planned $2.5-billion 
streetcar  will actually help 
residents of the massive public 
housing complex as the city 
is promising. One recently 
 joined the board of the proj-
ect’s advocacy group , but the 
other says she is skeptical the 
route will end up being de-
signed with New York City 
Housing Authority denizens 
in mind. 

“I don’t see how it would 
be able to help us,” said Lil-
lie Marshall, the tenant asso-
ciation president of the Red 
Hook West Houses. “Wher-
ever they put it isn’t going to 
help the people of NYCHA 
that much.” 

The city  has been touting  
the Sunset Park-to-Queens 
streetcar as a way to con-
nect 40,000 housing project 
residents to subways and job 
hubs — especially those in the 
Red Hook Houses, which is the 
borough’s largest with some 
6,000 tenants but has no sub-
way stops nearby.  

Marshall’s counterpart in 

Rail-splitter! 
Red Hook Houses leaders 
divided over streetcar

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

This map shows the city’s proposed routes through 
Red Hook — the blue part is the Red Hook West 
Houses and pink is Red Hook East.
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the Red Hook East Houses 
agrees — she thinks it will 
be a boon for residents by offer-
ing them a way to get to work 
without trekking to the Smith-
Ninth station in Gowanus. 

“It’s a good project and 
I think it will be very help-
ful to all of the communi-
ties it’s going to go through,” 
said Francis Brown, one of 
two Brooklyn public housing 
leaders to join the board of 
lobby group Friends of the 
Brooklyn–Queens Connec-
tor, out of 11 projects along 
the route. “We have a lot of 
people who have very good 
jobs and have to get to their 
jobs.” 

Marshall says she also met 
with reps from the Friends 
— an organization chaired 
by builder Jed Walentas of 
Two Trees,  who first came 
up with the streetcar idea and 
has property along the line  
— who wanted to know how 
she felt about the trolley. But 
she came away unconvinced 
that it will help anyone ex-
cept developers and residents 

outside the housing complex, 
she said. 

The city is still deciding on 
the route the tram will take 
through the nabe, but  a pre-
liminary proposal released 
in November  shows it trav-
eling either down Mill Street 
— right through the middle 
of the houses in what looks to 
be an incredibly narrow space 
— or on the vastly roomier 
Bay Street, a few blocks away 
near the ball fields.

Several residents polled at 
both the east and west sides of 
the complex said they are ex-
cited about having more tran-
sit options nearby.

“I have kids that work in 
the city and on weekends 
the trains are horrible,” said 

Yvette Rodriguez, who lives 
in Red Hook West. “This will 
be a great idea so they have an-
other way to get around.” 

But one said he isn’t on 
board, because he thinks it 
could mow down kids play-
ing in the streets.

“I don’t support it,” said 
Barnaville Willey, who also 
lives in Red Hook West. 
“There’s a lot of kids out 
here running in the street 
who could get hit by it.” 

The Red Hook Houses’ 
most famous former resi-
dent, Knicks superstar Car-
melo Anthony,  also recently 
joined the Friends board of di-
rectors  and recorded a  video  
endorsing the streetcar.  He 
now lives Manhattan .

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Board of 
Elections illegally purged 
more than 117,000 voters 
from the electoral rolls ahead 
of the April 19 presidential 
primary, the Feds charge in 
a recent lawsuit.

The suit  accuses the board 
of defying federal laws by 
nixing voters solely because 
they hadn’t voted in previous 
elections.

A state can boot some-

one off the rolls if they die 
or move outside of their reg-
istered city or county, but not 
simply because they fail to 
cast a ballot.

The board can prove a 
voter has moved if he or she 
fails to vote in two succes-
sive federal general elections 
and then fails to respond to 
a notice sent to their home, 
but many of the purged vot-
ers never received one, the 
suit alleges. 

What’s more, some 4,100 
of them had actually voted 

since 2008 after all, it says. 
The Feds want the board’s 

leaders to own up to their al-
leged mistakes and promise 
to reform so citizens aren’t 
shafted again, according to 
the prosecutor in charge.

“The right of citizens to 
vote is a critical part of dem-
ocratic process,” said U.S. at-
torney Robert Capers. “We 
will work tirelessly to ensure 
that, in the future, the New 
York City Board of Elections 
fulfills its statutory obliga-
tion to maintain the rolls prop-

erly, and provide appropri-
ate notice to voters when it 
does so.”

The city subsequently 
launched an investigation 
into the shemozzle and has  
 suspended Republican dep-
uty chief clerk Diane Has-
lett-Rudiano   and her Demo-
cratic counterpart Betty Ann 
Canizio  for its duration.

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman is still 
performing his own inquiry, 
but that probe is still ongoing, 
a spokeswoman said. 

Feds: Board of Elections illegally purged voter rolls

Brooklyn election drama
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We Put People First, Even In Our Name!

People’s Alliance 
Federal Credit Union

Experience banking where even the 
smallest saver is treated like a VIP.

Let us show you how we 
can save you money. 

Visit www.pafcu.org or call 
(888) 268-2768 today!

67 Hanson Place
Brooklyn, NY 11217
(718) 643-4506 69 Atlantic Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-2988

www.pafcu.org

Benefits of 
 Banking with PAFCU:

www.pafcu.org

®

Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a dangerous side 
F-ect. 

F trains are skipping stops 
in Gowanus and Carroll Gar-
dens during the morning rush 
this month due to maintenance 
work, giving local straphang-
ers an unwelcome preview of 
what life will be like if the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority goes ahead with  its 
proposed express service on 
the line .

And the experience has 
just proven their worst fears 
that the change will turn the 
spurned stations into sar-
dine cans, the peeved rid-
ers report.

“It’s dangerous, the plat-
form is extremely crowded,” 
said Carroll Gardens resident 
Carola Cassaro, who uses 
Carroll Street station. “See-
ing multiple trains go by in 
those conditions is obviously 
pretty frustrating.” 

Seven Manhattan-bound 
Fs per hour are blowing the 
Carroll, Bergen, and Smith-
Ninth stops between 7–9 am 
and 3:15–5:30 pm through 
Jan. 27. 

Straphangers  reak out
Worries over rush-hour trains skipping ‘express’ stops

F

The permanent express ser-
vice, which the transit author-
ity is considering introducing 
in the fall, will see 10 orange 
bullets per hour whiz by those 
stops — plus the Fourth Av-
enue, 15th Street, and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway stations — 
heading towards Manhattan 
in the morning and back to 
Brooklyn in the evening. 

The state-run agency  blind-
sided riders last year when 
it released a report endors-

ing  the speedy service as a 
way to  shorten commutes for 
Southern Brooklynites , even 
though it also found the change 
will halve service at the six 
skipped stops, “inconvenienc-
ing” 51 percent of riders and 
creating bottlenecks at Ber-
gen and Carroll streets sta-
tions especially.

Transit officials then in-
sisted they wouldn’t actually 
go ahead without first consult-
ing the community, but now 

Commuters squeeze onto the Carroll Street plat-
form waiting for an F train to stop.
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commuters say they’ve lost 
faith in the agency and many 
are suspicious the current ser-
vice changes aren’t actually 
just a way to secretly test out 
the F express.

“We’ve been screwed be-
fore and it’s understandable 
that we’re taking this all with 
a grain of salt,” said Carroll 
Gardener Erin Lippincott, 
who started  an online peti-
tion  against the express and 
has collected almost 4,000 sig-
natures. “Even if we take the 
MTA at its word and this is 
temporary, it just shows what’s 
going to happen if there are 
any cuts.” 

The transit agency didn’t 
respond to this paper’s que-
ries about what’s going on, but 
both Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Cobble Hill) and state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D–Carroll 
Gardens) say agency honchos 
told them the changes really 
are because of signal work — 
and they believe them.

Still, Lander says he gets 
why people would be worried 
the authority is being shady.

“It’s very difficult to have 
any trust or confidence in the 
MTA on this issue,” he said.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about drawing inspi-
ration! 

A new comic-book store 
coming to Crown Heights will 
also offer studio space to real 
live graphic artists, and the 
owner is hoping the chance to 
work surrounded by shelves 
stacked with superheroes will 
be a big selling point for local 
cartoonists.

“When you’re in an envi-
ronment that’s already catered 
to the job you’re doing, it might 
be more inspirational,” said 

Dimitrios Fragiskatos, owner 
of the forthcoming Anyone 
Comics. “That’s the idea.”

The ground floor of the 
nerd-porium on Union Street 
between Nostrand and Rog-
ers avenues — slated to open 
March 1 — will feature com-
ics and the odd action figure, 
while the downstairs space will 
be for artists and gamers, with 
an area set aside for patrons to 
play Magic the Gathering and 
other popular geek sports, ac-
cording to Fragiskatos. 

“It will be a store, but a hub 
as well,” said Fragiskatos, who 
worked as a manager at Man-

ART, WORK
Crown Heights comic shop 
will have artists’ studios

hattan’s venerable Midtown 
Comics for a decade.

Many of the books on of-
fer will have an “indie flavor,” 
although readers can expect 
plenty of the latest Marvel and 
DC comics that dominate the 

business. But as time goes on, 
Fragiskatos plans on stocking 
his shelves with whatever’s 
selling best. 

“It’s really up to what the 
customers in Crown Heights 
gravitate towards,” he said. 

Dimitrios Fragiskatos is opening Anyone Comics on 
Union Street in Crown Heights.
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31!

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 70 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A crew of 20 teenagers at-
tacked a woman and stole her 
belongings as she was walk-
ing home on Fourth Avenue 
on Jan. 12.

The victim told police she 
was strolling near St. Mark’s 
Place at 7 pm when the de-
linquents surrounded her 
and began punching her in 
the face, cutting the left side 
of her head.

The villains then bashed 
the woman in the back of the 
head and knocked her to the 
ground before dragging her 
onto the sidewalk and steal-
ing her phone, according to 
a report.

She managed to recover 
her cell, but it was damaged 
according to a report.

Backseat robber
A goon robbed a guy at 

gunpoint as he sat in his 
car on Sands Street on Dec. 
24. 

The driver was hanging 
out in his vehicle near Navy 
Street at 8:30 pm when the 
crook asked him for a lighter. 
He said he didn’t have one 
and the rogue forced himself 
into the backseat of his car 
and flashed a gun, snarling 
“Give me your wallet, don’t 
turn around.” 

The bandit then took the 

driver’s phone, $100, car 
keys, and 25 pounds of food, 
authorities said.

Bad trip
A burglar broke into a 

Monroe Place apartment 
and stole $4,270 of property 
while its resident was away 
on vacation from Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 9.

The filcher entered the res-
idence between Clark and 
Pierrepont streets through 
the front door and stole a 
Morado watch, MacBook, 
Dell computer, and Xbox, 
cops said.

A neighbor noticed the 
door partially opened and 
called the owner, who re-
turned a week later to find 
that he had been robbed, a 
report said.

No fare
Some brigand mugged a 

taxi driver as he was wait-
ing in his car on Jay Street 
on Jan. 9. 

The cabbie told police he 
was sitting in his vehicle near 
Front Street at 9 pm when 
the jerk approached him and 
hissed, “I call you to pick 
me up.” 

The driver then replied, 

“I did not receive a phone 
call,” and the pirate grabbed 
his phone out of his hand and 
fled, according to authori-
ties. 

Diamond heist 
A weasel broke into a Dean 

Street apartment and stole a 
$25,000 engagement ring on 
Jan. 9.

The sneak entered through 
the third-floor window, re-
moved the pricey diamond 
band from the bathroom, and 
fled through the window, po-
lice said. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Ew la la
Someone nabbed a French 

tourist’s pricey camera after 
she left it beside a pile of gar-
bage on Seventh Avenue on 
New Year’s Day.

The victim told police she 
was exploring Park Slope 
when she discovered the 
mound of rubbish between 
Ninth and 10th streets at 5:20 
pm, and placed her camera on 
the sidewalk to free up her 
hands so she could rummage 
through the detritus.

She bid au revoir to the gar-
bage pile after taking her pick 
of the litter, but left her cam-
era behind, and returned about 
five minutes later to discover 
some passerby had found a 
real treasure in the trash, 
cops said.

Brute
A man was arrested for al-

legedly threatening a woman 
with a baseball bat inside an 
Atlantic Avenue parking lot 
on Jan. 7.

The victim told police that 
she was arguing with the 
37-year-old suspect in the ga-
rage near Fort Greene Place 
at 11 pm when he grabbed the 
Louisville Slugger and sent 
her running scared.

Police booked the man on 
menacing charges, according 
to police.

Cat burglar
Cops busted a lady who 

allegedly purr-loined cat 
food and chocolate from a 
Third Street supermarket 
on Jan. 8.

An employee told police 
that the suspect was inside 
the grocery store near Third 
Avenue at 8:15 pm when she 
was spotted fleeing with $9 
worth of ill-gotten treats for 
her and kitty. 

Un-nailed
Police have given up try-

ing to nail a thrifty prima 
donna who fled a Fifth Ave-
nue nail salon without pay-
ing on Jan. 6.

The victim told police that 
she was hard at work on the 
penny-pinching princess’s cu-
ticles at the beauty parlor be-
tween 10th and 11th streets at 
2:35 pm when the diva slipped 
out unnoticed, taking her $65 
nails with her, cops said.

No arrests have been made, 
and cops have closed the case, 
according to police.

Nuts to that
Officers busted a woman 

who really had to go after she 
allegedly went berserk in-
side a Fifth Avenue dough-
nut joint that refused to al-
low her access to its bathroom 
on Jan. 7.

An employee told police 
that the suspect stalked into 
the brand-name cafe between 
Ninth and 10th streets at 2:44 
am and demanded use of the 
loo.

When workers told her 
she’d have to hold it, the sus-
pect allegedly flew into a rage 
and pushed over a display 
case, causing an estimated 
$250 in damage, cops said.

The suspect didn’t coop-
erate with police either and 
refused to be handcuffed as 
they arrested her on charges 
of criminal mischief, accord-
ing to police.

Jacked
A thief drove off with a 

man’s Range Rover after he 
left it parked on 11th Street 
on Jan. 2.

The victim locked his ride 
up tight outside his apartment 
between 11th and 12th streets 
at 3 pm, and returned the next 
day to discover it was gone, 
police said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Caught a break
Police cuffed a 53-year-old 

known neighborhood burglar 
for allegedly trying to break 
into an apartment on Hoyt 
Street on Jan. 14. 

A witness who lives in the 
building between Warren and 
Baltic streets saw the suspect 
at about 10:06 pm and asked 
why he was going upstairs to 
the second floor. 

The suspect said he was 
leaving a package for some-
one, but the witness knew no 
one by the name lived in the 
building. The witness stopped 
him and the two got into a 
physical fight before police 
arrived, according to au-
thorities. 

He’s got wings 
Cops arrested a guy for 

swiping five packs of Red 
Bull from a Smith Street 
store on Jan. 15.

The guy stole the $47 worth 
of the energy drink from the 
store between Union and Pres-
ident streets at about 11:40 am, 
according to authorities. 

Plates swiped
Some knucklehead swiped 

two license plates from a 
Third Street apartment build-
ing sometime between Dec. 26 
and Jan. 13, police said.

The 30-year-old victim told 
police his mother had put the 
New York State plates in the 
hallway of the building be-
tween Hoyt and Bond streets 
because he needed to return 
them to the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, but some 
bozo stole them first.  

No play day 
Police arrested a 57-year-

old man after they spotted him 
sitting in a Baltic Street play-
ground without a kid after the 
park had closed on Jan. 12.

The guy was hanging out 
in the playground between 
Smith and Hoyt streets by 
himself at about 9:15 pm, 
and had tools with him and 
an active warrant, according 
to authorities. 

School bully
A weasel swiped a kid’s 

jacket from the bathroom of 
a Baltic Street school on Jan. 
10, police said. 

The baddie stole the 
black Canada Goose chil-
dren’s jacket from the boy’s 
bathroom in the school be-
tween Court and Smith streets 
around 1 pm, officials said. 

Soiled 
A nogoodnik plucked a 

package of gardening sup-
plies from inside the vestibule 
of a woman’s Fourth Street 
apartment on Jan. 10, po-
lice said.

A witness saw the thief go 
into the entrance cavity of the 
building between Smith and 
Hoyt streets at about 5:30 pm 
and take the lady’s shovel and 
bag of top soil, then told her 
about it when she returned 
home from work, officials 
said.

The package was found 
opened down the block, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Crotch-ety 
Cops cuffed a guy after 

they say he was carrying a 
loaded gun and running away 
from the police officer near 
Smith and Court streets on 
Jan. 16.

The suspect was in the 
midst of an argument with 
another guy at about 2:05 
am, and when officers ap-
proached, he started run-
ning toward Fourth Street 
cupping his groin. Cops appre-
hended the man and allegedly 
found a loaded black Gren-
del handgun near his crotch 
area, according to authorities. 
 — Julianne Cuba

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

and then it is free.
And the new owner isn’t 

rocking the boat — those 
rates will stay the same, ac-
cording to a Circle Line spokes-
woman.

The city  ultimately tapped  
out-of-state outfit Hornblower 
Cruises and Events to run its 
new ferry service — which will 
roll out with new stops in Bay 
Ridge, Sunset Park, Red Hook, 
and Brooklyn Bridge Park this 
summer, with trips costing the 
same as a subway fare.

Officials  had planned on 
putting the Hook stop some-
where near the Water Taxi’s 

one on the neighborhood’s 
southern shore , but  ultimately 
agreed to put it in the Atlantic 
Basin at the Cruise Terminal  
— closer to Carroll Gardens 
— after residents demanded 
the berth be walking distance 
from more local homes. 

The city has touted the 
new routes as a complement 
to other transit services on 
the East River, but Water Taxi 
isn’t the only company that 
capsized in the face of the 
competition — former East 
River ferry operator Billybey 
 also sold off its fleet last year  
after failing to score the cov-
eted contract. 

Group of teens brutally beats woman

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Continued from page 1
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By Julianne Cuba
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L
et’s go skee-ing!

Skip the chair lift and snow suit — 
your sport this winter should be skee-

ball! The beloved ball-tossing carnival 
game has two major advantages over the 
slopes: it can be played in the heated in-
doors, and you can drink a beer while you 
do it. And  the new season of Brewskee-Ball  
— the Full Circle Bar’s rollicking skee-
ball league, starting on Feb. 6, will wel-
come high rollers and newbies alike, said 
the league’s organizer.

“We’re competitive but also very col-
legiate,” said “Skee E. O.” Pete Mari-
nucci. “Even though we are a competi-
tive league, the veterans in the league all 
value sportsmanship and sort of taking 
the newer rollers under our wings. 
Our league motto has 
always been ‘Let 
the good times 
rol l ,’  — 
t h a t ’ s 
what we 
are all 
about.”

N e w 
p l a y e r s 
can get the 
ball rolling by 
signing up at mkt.
com/bkbrewskee-
ball, and choosing 
whether they want to play 
on either Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday nights. The league 
requires teams of three, but Mari-
nucci can help free agents find a home 
for the eight-week skee-son (plus the 
three weeks of playoffs).

Once signed up, players must con-
coct a punny team name — an area 
where rollers are just as competitive as 
they are on the lanes. Notable teams 
from the past include “Whose Lane 
Is It Anyway?” “Skee Amigos,” “The 
Brewzers,” and “Great balls of fire,” 
said Marinucci.

Most seasons involve about 60 teams 
in the league, with varying degrees of skills. 
The Williamsburg bar also offers free skee-
ball practice sessions on Sundays and Thurs-
days for league members looking to get a 
little more on the ball, said Marinucci.

“I feel there’s a pretty easy learning 
curve to the game,” he said. “Like any-
thing else, the more you practice, the bet-
ter you get.”

Having a drink in hand is also a popular 
part of the league. The  kick-off party on 
Jan. 31  will feature an open bar for league 
members and free skee-ball all night, and 
during league play, winning teams get re-
warded with a round of vodka shots. And 
the winners of the overall tournament re-

ceive liter mugs etched with the league’s 
logo, Marinucci said — and they come with 
an extra prize inside.

“Those come filled with beer — doesn’t 
get much better than that!” he said. 

The camaraderie formed when ball-
slingers roll side-by-side extends off the 

lanes, said Marinucci. Teammates have 
made friendships that will last a lifetime, 
and love has blossomed into marriages.

“I’ve made some of my best friends in 
the world through this league. There have 
been multiple marriages. I’ve officiated a 
wedding of friends who met through this 

league. It’s an awesome community — we 
support each other on and off the lanes,” 
he said. 

“We’re all into this same quirky thing  
— all into playing skee-ball and having 
fun. We’re not just skee-ball friends, we’re 
real life friends.”

Holy folk

It’s the gospel of rock! 
A Bedford-Stuyvesant folk-rock musician 

who once played in Kurt Vile’s band the Vi-
olators will strum sweetly among the pews of 
a Greenpoint church next week. Guitarist and 
singer-songwriter Steve Gunn, who will play 
at the Park Church Co-Op on Jan. 22, says the 
sacred space has the perfect resonance for him 
to unleash his new tunes. 

“Acoustically it’s kind of the best place to be 
when you’re playing acoustic guitar and singing 
— there’s a lot of wood,” said Steve Gunn. 

The Park Church gig, which will also feature 
Sonic Youth’s Lee Ranaldo and singer-songwriter 
Meg Baird, is the final stop on Gunn’s national 
tour supporting his album “Eyes on the Lines.” 
The record, a collection of breezy tracks about 
traveling and moving onwards, is a departure 
from his earlier releases, transitioning to a more 
plugged-in, urban sound, he said. 

“I wanted this new one to sounds a bit more 
like a city-ish album rather than a rural expan-
sive sound,” said Gunn. “This was the most elec-
tric album I’ve done.”

Gunn has laid down strong roots in Brooklyn 
over the last 15 years, with stints in Bushwick, 
Prospect Heights, and Boerum Hill before set-
tling in Bedford-Stuyvesant. But he says that 
neighborhoods of Kings County furthest from 
Manhattan have recently captured his heart. 

“Lately I’ve really been liking south Brook-
lyn and exploring the outer parts of the borough 
like Brighton Beach — those areas are pretty 
fascinating,” he said.

And he said he’s equally intrigued by the 
Park Church Co-op after hearing about it from 
his friends.

“I’ve been wanting to go there, a lot of my 
friends have really been speaking very highly 
of it,” he said. “I’m really looking forward to 
being there.” 

Greenpoint’s Park Church Co-Op,  formerly 
known as the Lutheran Church of the Messiah , 
has opened its doors to secular events over the 
last few years, including dance parties, exercise 
classes, bands, and disc jockeys.

Steve Gunn at Park Church Co-op [129 Rus-
sell St. between Nassau and Driggs avenues in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–0854, www.parkchurch-
coop.org]. Jan. 22 at 8 pm. $18 ( $15 in advance ).
 — Lauren Gill

M U S I C

This musician is settling an old score.
A long-lost silent film directed by Orson Welles 

will return to life with a new, live soundtrack at 
Boerum Hill’s Roulette on Jan. 27. Guitarist Gary 
Lucas says that he fell in 
love with “Too Much 
Johnson” the first time 
he saw the surreal black-
and-white comedy, and 
knew that he had to cre-
ate a score to enhance its 
eccentric story. 

“This is the film for me 
because it’s so wacky,” 
said Lucas. “Most of the 
films I have done previously were more or less 
horror and fantasy genre, but this being a com-
edy — a surreal comedy — it was a nice refresh-
ing change-up for me.” 

Welles created the 1938 film as an homage 
to the silent comedies of the early 20th century, 
but he never completed editing it, and the foot-
age was lost until 2008, when a copy was dis-
covered in a warehouse in Italy. The 40-minute 
film follows a ladies’ man who flees a jealous 
husband by disguising himself as a wealthy Cu-
ban plantation owner — the “Johnson” of the 
title — and hijinks ensue. The film resembles 
the slapstick of the Keystone Cops movies, but 
is on a whole other level, said Lucas. 

“I say it’s like the Keystone Cops on acid,” 
he said.

Lucas studied the film intensely for several 
months while writing the score, but he left space 
to improvise with his electric and acoustic gui-
tars, he said. 

“When I play these scores I’m very famil-
iar with the film, and so I play specific music 
at different points for the themes,” said Lucas. 
“But then I juggle them, and then improvise, 
compose music on the spot to underscore the 
action. I’ll be sitting right in front of it staring 
at it with my guitar, playing my heart out and 
trying to bring the characters to life.”

The film is a must-see, said Lucas, because 
it is a rare chance for audiences to see Welles’s 
pioneering genius, on display just three years 
before he made the famous “Citizen Kane.”

“It’s one of Welles’s most incredible feats of 
cinema magic,” said Lucas. “They should come 
just because it’s Orson Welles — their chance 
to see a fantastic Orson Welles film that no-
body knows about.”

“Gary Lucas: Too Much Johnson” at Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, www.roulette.org]. Jan. 27 at 8 pm. $25 
($20 in advance). — Julianne Cuba

Lost & sound
C I N E M A

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s got a killer motive for writ-
ing.

A Crown Heights author hopes 
that her new young adult novel will 
help provoke a new generation of ac-
tivism. “Allegedly,” launching at Pow-
erhouse in Dumbo on Jan. 25, tells the 
story of Mary, a pregnant teenage girl 
accused of murdering a toddler and 
thrown into an uncaring justice sys-
tem — and despite the book’s heavy 
subject, the author thinks it will res-
onate with young readers.

“I would hope that I could spark 
some type of outrage as far as the 
judicial system goes, and what goes 
on in juvenile facilities to get young 
adults more active to help girls in 
Mary’s situation,” said Tiffany D. 
Jackson. “If you’re outraged as a 
16-year-old, at 25 you’ll still be out-
raged, and hopefully be more inter-
ested in getting involved.”

“Allegedly” is loosely based on 
the true story of a 10-year-old Maine 
girl convicted of manslaughter in the 
death of an infant. In her book, Jack-
son made the character a black girl 
from Brooklyn so that she could ex-
plore the racial disparities in both the 
justice system and in the court of pub-
lic opinion.

“I really wanted to touch upon ra-
cial discrimination, because if Mary 
was a white girl, a lot of the things 
she went through wouldn’t have 
happened,” she said. “I touch upon 
it lightly and people can pick it up as 
they go along. But I wanted to show 
how unfair it can be.”

The book is also an exposé of the 
media cycle that followed the real case, 
said Jackson.

“In a way, I’m calling the me-
dia out and showing what happens 
when they take a story and blow it 
into something that is unrecogniz-
able,” she said. “Because that elic-
its the crazy. There is no other way 
I can eloquently put it — when the 
story is already out there, then there 
comes a reaction on Twitter and so 
much public involvement, but people 
don’t know the real story.”

While researching the book, Jack-
son spoke to correction officers, psy-
chologists, and social workers who 
deal with troubled teenage girls. And 
her background as a television pro-
ducer gave her first-hand experience 
of the type of media firestorm por-
trayed in the book.

And — no spoilers — but the story 
ends with a surprising twist that Jack-
son hopes will awaken the activism 
in her readers. 

“It ends on a more shocking note 
for the main character for sure,” she 
said. “I did it that way because I want 
the book to stay with you longer — I 

want people to remember the story. I 
want readers to always remember what 
happens to girls like Mary and inspire 
them to be more involved.”

Throw the book at ’em
Novelist tackles juvenile justice system

Rush to judgment: Crown Heights author Tiffany D. Jackson wrote  
“Allegedly” to get readers to look at media sensationalism and the 
court of public opinion.
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New ball game
Full Circle’s Brewskee-Ball rolls out its winter league

They see me rolling: Pete Marinucci leads the Brewskee-Ball league at Full Circle Bar in Williamsburg. A new skeeson kicks 
off on Feb. 6!
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Brewskee-Ball at Full Circle 
Bar [318 Grand St. between 
Havemeyer Street and Marcy 
Avenue in Williamsburg, mkt.
com/bkbrewskeeball] League 
play starts Feb. 6. $120 per 
team member ($100 before 
Jan. 22). Kickoff party on Jan. 
31 at 7 pm.

E V E N T

“Allegedly” book launch at 
Powerhouse [28 Adams St. be-
tween Water and Front Streets 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. Jan. 25 at 
7 pm. Free.

B O O KS
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 20

A whole 
new world
Take a break from the 
news and visit a crazy 
fantasy world, in 
which childish people 
with power but no 
experience can be 
given control of an 
entire nation. The 
Syfy television show 
“The Magicians,” 
comes to life for the 
next nine days in the 
Hall of Magic, a 
series of room filled 
with illusions and lev-
itation. 

2–10 pm at William Vale 
Retail Center (55 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 12th and 
N. 13th streets in 
Williamsburg, www.hallof-
magicnyc.com). Free with 
RSVP.

SATURDAY
Jan. 21

Dame of 
thrones
After trying your hand 
at magic, see how a 
real wizard does it in 
“The Tempest,” Shake-
speare’s play about a 
magician who rules a 
mysterious island. This 
all-female production, 
set in a women’s 
prison, stars the amaz-
ing Harriet Walter as 
Prospero.

2 pm and 7:30 pm at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 
Water St. at New Dock 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
834–8794], www.
stannswarehouse.org]. 
$26–$61.

SUNDAY
Jan. 22

Getting 
cocky
Let’s face it: 2017 isn’t 
working out. Instead, 
we should switch to 
the lunar calendar and 
welcome the Year of 
the Rooster along with 
the Nai-Ni Chen 
Dance Company, 
which will use music, 
dancing dragons, and 
fancy outfits to cele-
brate the new year 
and explain the zodiac 
that guides it.

3 pm Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
ter.org. $25.

TUESDAY
Jan. 24

Feeling Blue 
Raincoat
An impressive array of 
artists will play secret 
chords tonight at 
“Sincerely, L. Cohen,” 
a tribute to recently 
departed folk icon 
Leonard Cohen. Say-
ing goodbye will be 
Lucy Wainwright 
Roche (pictured), Lee 
Ranaldo, Will Sheff, 
Ian O’Neil, and many 
more.

7 pm at Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486–
5400, www.musichallof-
williamsburg.com]. $25.

THURSDAY
Jan. 26

Witch 
perfect
The second-greatest 
prank the Devil ever 
pulled is the Black 
Metal Dialogues, a 
fabled e-mail 
exchange between 
fictional Satanic rock-
ers Witch Taint and 
an unsuspecting Nor-
wegian record label. 
Comedian Dave Hill, 
who started it all, will 
read from the 
exchange live, then 
perform as Witch 
Taint for the first time 
tonight.

8 pm at Saint Vitus (1120 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Box and Clay streets in 
Greenpoint, www.saintvi-
tusbar.com). $8. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 20
READING, “LET AMERICA BE AMER-

ICA AGAIN”: A marathon reading 
of Langston Hughes’s poem “Let 
America Be America Again” on 
Inauguration Day. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, MACHU PICCHU INFO SES-
SIONS: Peruvian expert and native 
Jose Ugarte discusses the Inca Trail, 
and offers a free Peruvian cocktail 
to guests. Free. 6 pm. Pollo D’Oro 
[306 Gold St. between Johnson and 
Tillary streets in Downtown, (718) 
855–8088], www.pollodorobk.com. 

FILM, “ANTONIA’S LINE”: This 1995 
fi lm focuses on a close knit matriar-
chal community where feminism and 
liberalism thrive in the Netherlands. 
With a discussion afterward. Free. 
6:30 pm. First Unitarian Chapel [116 
Pierrepont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 624–5466], www.
fuub.org. 

READING, THE ELECTION MONO-
LOGUES: Six writers present short 
monologues written in response to 
the 2016 election. $10 suggested 
donation. 7 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “BROKEN BONE BATHTUB 
– BEDFORD STUYVESANT”: An 
intimate one-woman show recover-
ing from a serious bike accident that 
takes place inside a bathtub, in an 
actual home in Bedford Stuyvesant. 
$35. 7 pm and 9 pm. Location avail-
able upon reservation, www.broken-
bonebathtub.com. 

MUSIC, CLUB D’ELF ALBUM RELEASE 
PARTY: The dub-jazz collective cel-
ebrates the release of “Live At Club 
Helsinki,” with special guests Hassan 
Hakmoun and Mat Maneri. $20. 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.org. 

THEATER, “THE BEAUTY QUEEN 
OF LEENANE”: A blistering black 
comedy about a bickering mother 
and daughter in a tiny Irish town. 
Tickets start at $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 

Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, SILVER LININGS COMEDY 
SHOW: A new comedy show with 
drink specials, featuring Brendan 
Eyre, J.P. McDade, Jordan Temple, 
Liz Magee, and more. Reserva-
tions recommended. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Precious Metal [143 Troutman St. 
between Central and Evergreen av-
enues in Bushwick, (917) 386–3230]. 

SAT, JAN. 21
THEATER, “NERVOSA, THE MUSI-

CAL!”: A puppet show musical 
about a girl who travels to Nervosa, 
a special place for special people 
who hate their bodies! $10. 8 pm. 
The Annoyance Theatre [367 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. Fifth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

FAMILY, INVENTGENUITY FESTIVAL: 
Kids work with sewing machines, 
glue guns, circuitry and other tools 
at this creative workshop. Free with 
RSVP. 11 am. PS32 (317 Hoyt St. in 
Carroll Gardens), www.beamcenter.
org/festival. 

TALK, CREATE YOUR OWN NATURAL 
PERFUME: Each participant will 
leave this workshop with two bottles 
of their own bespoke perfume. Bring 
a notebook. $150. 1 pm. Alchemolo-
gie Natural Perfume [438 9th St. 
between Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 788–6480], al-
chemologie.com/classes. 

COMEDY, COMEDY QUARTERLY’S 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW: The tri-
monthly comedy show invites Brook-
lyn comedians to perform in front 
of a camera. The fi rst anniverary 
features Myles Hewette, Sam Zee, 
Pat Reilly, and more. All proceeds 
will be go to support Planned Par-
enthood. $10 suggested donation. 
9 pm. Halyard’s Bar [406 Third Ave. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN 20
MUSIC, TWENTY ONE PILOTS: 

With Jon Bellion and Judan and 
the Lion. $40–$60. 7 pm.

SAT, JAN 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS LOS ANGELES KINGS: 
Sparky the Dragon bobblehead 
giveaway. $15–$750. 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 22
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$700. 6 pm.

MON, JAN 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

TUE, JAN 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$700. 7 pm.

WED, JAN 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

MIAMI HEAT: $25–$3,000. 7:30 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

We want a good, clean fight: And hopefully the refs will be 
slow to break up the scuffles between the New York Island-
ers and the Los Angeles Kings during their game at Barclays 
Center on Jan. 21.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

I
t’s a locally-sourced, arti-
sanally made delight!

The new play “[Porto,]” 
now playing at the Bushwick 
Starr, has all of the elements 
that could make it an insuf-
ferable millennial romantic 
comedy. It is set in a mid-hy-
per-gentrification Brooklyn 
neighborhood, at a bar that used 
to be a medical supply store, lit 
by Edison bulbs and presided 
over by a foodie bartender with 
a neck tattoo who serves pick-
led pomegranates and bacon-
wrapped foie gras, and who 
judges his customers’ orders. 
It could be, in playwright 
Kate Benson’s brilliant coin-
age, “boushy” — bourgeois, 
and also douchey. (Or even just 
straight-up douchey.)

Instead, it is witty, thought-
ful, and sweet, an intimate 
charmer that knows it can’t 
avoid romantic comedy cli-
che entirely, and so embraces 
and repurposes the genre with 
clear-eyed affection for its 
characters, an eloquent nar-
rator, a bracing dose of phi-
losophy, and an occasional 

foray into the surreal.
The titular Porto (Julia 

Serna-Frest) is a classic rom-
com sidekick: a zaftig woman 
with romantic disaster behind 
her, building her identity one 
solo drink at the neighbor-
hood bar, one harmless flir-
tation with Raphael the waiter 
(Ugo Chukwu), and one good 

book (with a spare always in 
her bag) at a time.

Her friend Dry Sac (Leah 
Karpel) is the girl guys like: 
stunning, self-absorbed, more 
than a little obnoxious. Porto 
doesn’t want to be lonely, or 
afraid, but she is. Dry Sac 
probably doesn’t want to be 
annoying, but she is.

So when sexy bearded hip-
ster Hennepin (Jorge Cor-
dova) starts hanging out at 
the bar, the ensuing love tri-
angle seems inevitable. For-
tunately, “[Porto]” has a few 
more tricks up its sleeve.

It is a tightly structured 
play given its simplicity, with 
layered themes, well-managed 
tone shifts, and a rousing fem-
inist debate over the soul of its 
heroine, along with an enter-
taining chorus of Dumb Bun-
nies — human-sized, male 
dumb bunnies.

Playwright Benson appears 
in the show as the “lesser god” 
who owns the bar and nar-
rates the piece. She and direc-
tor Lee Sunday Evans steer 
the cast through dangerous 
waters, avoiding both chirpy 
optimism and morose navel-
gazing; offering grounded 
cynicism but not knee-jerk 
snark; and with a dash of 
whimsy without a hint of twee. 
This heartfelt show has some 
close shaves, but it makes the 
right call every time.

“[Porto]” at the Bushwick 
Starr [207 Starr St. between 
Wyckoff and Irving avenues 
in Bushwick, www.thebush-
wickstarr.org]. Wed–Sat at 8 
pm through Feb. 4. $20.

Head into ‘Porto’
Hipster barfl y play is actually good!

Belly up: The play “[Porto],” now playing at Bushwick Starr, is set in a bar in a gentrifying neighborhood.
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

Glass ceiling: Porto, the play’s leading lady, is the 
type of character usually relegated to sidekick status 
in romantic comedies.
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HOT & COLD ANTIPASTI
15 different items special to Carnevale

PASTA
choice of:

Lasagna Carnevale Santa Lucia

CARNE
choice of:

DESSERT
choice of:

Coffee or Tea

Saturday, February 18th & February 25th or Tuesday, February 28th 
– $60.00 p.p.  |  All other days – $50.00 p.p.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

1464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(Between 14th and 15th Avenues) 

718.236.9883
www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Continuous Entertainment! Operatic Arias, Folks Songs and Broadway Standards

Tommaso’s
Carnevale Menu
Friday, February 17th through 
Tuesday, February 28th
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Play our digital scratch-off from 
Sun, 1/22 thru Sat, 1/28 for a 
chance to throw the ultimate 

Big Game party this year! 
 

PICK UP SUNDAY’S 
DAILY NEWS FOR DETAILS!

FIRST  PRIZE:  1 of 7 
$250 Shopping Sprees
SECOND PRIZE:  1 of 35
$100 Shopping Sprees from 
Associated, Met & Pioneer  
Supermarkets

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Hinterlands Bar [739 Church Ave. between E. Seventh and E. Eighth streets in Kensington, (718) 
633–0550, www.facebook.com/hinterlandsbar]. Open daily 1 pm–4 am.

at Sixth Street in Gowanus, 
(978) 204–1039.

MUSIC, “BRIDGING THE 
GAP”: Part of a con-
cert series exploring the 
student-teacher relation-
ship between generations 
of composers. $20–$30. 4 
pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN COM-
MUNITY CHORUS WINTER 
CONCERT: Featuring music 
by Mendelssohn, Carole 
King, Leonard Cohen, and 
many more. $10 ($5 stu-
dents and seniors). 4 pm. 
Congregation Beth Elohim 
Early Childhood Center 
[Eighth Ave. and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3814 X210], www.con-
gregationbethelohim.org. 

READING, “LOST PROFILES 
— MEMOIRS OF CUBISM, 
DADA, AND SURREAL-
ISM”: Translator Alan Bern-
heimer presents profi les 
of leading fi gures of Sur-
realism. Free. 3 pm. Berl’s 
Brooklyn Poetry Shop [141 
Front St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (347) 
687–2375], www.berlspo-
etry.com. 

COMEDY, JOSH GONDEL-
MAN: The comedian per-
forms an hour on the last 
stop of his sold-out Sweater 
Weather Tour. He will be 
joined by some very special 
guests. $13 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com.  

MON, JAN. 23
MUSIC, “CONTACT!”: Musi-

cians from the New York 
Philharmonic celebrate the 
works of composers who 
have lived in the Big Apple, 
including Elliot Carter, 
David Lang, and Zosha di 
Castri. Starting at $29. 7:30 
pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

MODERATELY DIFFICULT 
TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league, with 
a mega-prize at end and 
weekly prizes as well. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 24
TALK, “THE EVOLUTION OF 

PUBLIC HISTORY”: Rich-
ard Rabinowitz discusses 
his new book, “Curating 

America: Journeys through 
Storyscapes of the Ameri-
can Past,” and shares his 
insights on making history 
relevant today. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, SANA KRASIKOV: 
Sana Krasikov will be here 
reading from her debut 
novel “The Patriots,” a 
poignant tale of the power 
of love, the rewards and 
risks of friendship, and the 
secrets kept between par-
ents and children. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TALK, LITERARY DEATH 
MATCH: With actor John 
Leguizamo and authors 
Heben Nigatu, Michael 
Cunningham, Daniel 
Alarcón, Porochista Khak-
pour, and Ashley C. Ford. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

WED, JAN. 25
COMEDY, RISK! LIVE WITH 

KEVIN ALLISON: A live 
show and podcast where 
people tell true stories they 
never thought they’d dare 
to share in public. Hosted 
by Kevin Allison. $15. 7:30 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A night 
of comedians in character 
performing hilarious read-
ings. Sophisticated, satirical, 
and sometimes with wigs. 
Hosted by Colin O’Brien 
and Michael Wolf. $8 ($6 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 

Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, JAN. 26
THEATER, “MARRY ME A LIT-

TLE”: Stephen Sondheim’s 
charming and bittersweet 
musical following two urban 
singles live through a Satur-
day night of deep yearning 
and sweet fantasies while 
never leaving the confi nes 
of their solitary New York 
City apartments. $25. 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

FILM, BROOKLYN HUMAN 
RIGHTS FILM FESTIVAL: 
Join Amnesty Brooklyn at a 
screening of short fi lms and 
panel discussions that focus 
on human rights and social 
justice. Free. 6 pm. Made 
in NY Media Center [30 
John St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (718) 
729–6677], nymediacen-
ter.com. 

FILM, “IN COLD BLOOD”: 
A screening of the 1976 
fi lm adaptation of Truman 
Capote’s nonfi ction novel 
that ultimately showed that 
investigative journalism can 
be just as engaging as fi c-
tion. Writers from Slate and 
Newsday will introduce the 
fi lm. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, ART HISTORY HAPPY 
HOUR: Celebrate the 
Brooklyn’s Museum’s exhibi-
tion “Iggy Pop Life Class” 
with an evening of rock ’n’ 
roll trivia and light-hearted 
art history lectures, ac-
companied by wine and 
beer. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 

Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN ISRAEL 
FILM FESTIVAL, NIGHT 
ONE: The 13th annual 
Brooklyn Israel Film Festival 
has its opening reception, 
followed by a screening 
of “Freedom Runners,” a 
documentary about African 
refugees in Israel who use a 
running group to fi nd their 
place. $16 ($36 for festival 
pass). 7:15 pm. Kane Street 
Synagogue [236 Kane 
St. at Tompkins Place in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–1550], 
kanestreet.org/biff2017. 

DANCE, FORCE MAJEURE 
VAUDEVILLE: The monthly 
show showcases the best 
(and most eclectic) variety 
artists in New York City. 
With Bushwick drag, Yiddish 
vaudeville, street dance, 
Ukrainian burlesque, and 
more! $15 ($10 in advance). 
9 pm. The Cobra Club [6 
Wyckoff Ave. between Jef-
ferson and Troutman streets 
in Bushwick, (917) 719–1138], 
www.cobraclubbk.com. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT RIP-OFF CINEMA: 
Comedian Kevin Maher 
and guests discuss copycat 
fi lms, Turkish knockoffs, 
and Bollywood versions 
of blockbusters. $16. 9:30 
pm. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

FRI, JAN. 27
TOUR, “BROOKLYN NAVY 

YARD — INSIDE INDUS-
TRY TOURS”: Tour some 
of the 330 businesses in 
the thriving industrial park. 
With visits to woodworking 
shops, spacesuit makers, 
and the new technology 
center. $20. 9:30 am. Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Center at 
BLDG 92 (63 Flushing Ave at 
Carlton Avenue in Vinegar 
Hill), www.bldg92.org. 

MUSIC, POST-INAUGURA-
TION LIVE KARAOKE: 
Brooklyn-based live karaoke 
band The Occasionalists 
host a gig fi lled with songs 
of protest, armageddon, 
and a bit of hope. $10. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE BEAUTY 
QUEEN OF LEENANE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Jan. 20. 

DANCE, “FLIGHT”: An Afro-
Asian fusion dance per-
formance to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year. $10–$12. 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

COMEDY, POINT BREAK 
LIVE!: $30 ($27 in advance). 
8:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 

in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, 357 LOVER, THE 
MANIMALS, WOOING: 
$10. 9 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, TAINTED LOVE 
80’S DANCE PARTY: Free. 
10 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, 7 BILLION HERA: 
Free. 10 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

SAT, JAN. 28
TOUR, DEAD DISTILLERS 

TROLLEY TOUR: Take 
a tour of the cemetery’s 
permanent residents with 
whiskey connections, and 
then sample four Brooklyn-
made whiskeys. $40 ($35 in 
advance). 3:30 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A GOOD 
MAN, CHARLIE BROWN”: 
Charlie Brown, Sally, Linus, 
Lucy, Schroeder, Snoopy, 
Pig Pen, Violet and Frieda, 
entertain kids young and 
old with song and stories. 

$20. 2 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “MARRY ME A 
LITTLE”: 8 pm. See Thurs-
day, Jan. 26. 

MUSIC, ANAÏS MAVIEL AND 
MICHAEL BISIO: $12–$15. 
8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

FAMILY, BAMKIDS FILM 
FESTIVAL: This festival of 
kids’ fi lms features a diverse 
selection of live-action 
and animated shorts and 
feature fi lms to satisfy each 
age group. $14 ($10 kids). 

9:30 am–4 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Lafayatte Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, ALL-NIGHT MARA-
THON OF PHILOSOPHY 
AND IDEAS: A free 12-hour 
exchange of ideas, with 
philosophical debates, 
performances, screenings, 
readings, and music. Free. 
7 pm–7 am. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

They grow up so fast: The cast of kids in family-
friendly show “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,” 
starting on Jan. 28 at 2 pm at Gallery Players, will also 
portray the more adult characters of the Sondheim 
musical “Marry Me a Little” that night at 8 pm.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 23, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

ment.
Wrong. It was. O’Hara 

voted legally. Case closed.
The two-decade-long case 

intrigued the show’s other 

guest, Don Rauf, the lead 
singer of legendary Brook-
lyn band Life in a Blender 
(see story above). 

Rauf suggested that 
O’Hara’s story could easily 

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Come and explore all that Cathedral 
has to offer you! 

Specialized Programs in the fi eld of Medicine, Law and 
Business Academy.
TEM Curriculum featuring Robotics and Coding.
10 AP Courses and 4 languages offered.
Sports include Volleyball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball, 
Cheerleading, Softball and Track.
Over 35 clubs and extracurricular activities.

Mini Open House ~ January 25th at 6 PM 
�

   
 
   

�

�

Celebrating 110 Years of Empowering Young Women through Education 

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

be made into a stinging re-
buke of lying politicians and a 
corrupt system in the style of 
Bob Dylan’s “Hurricane.”

Rauf was unable to come 
up with lyrics on the spot, 
so Kuntzman improvised: 
“Here comes the story of an 
O’Hara named John — the 
man the authorities said was 

a con.”
“I think we can do better,” 

DiMiceli said.
Perhaps, but one thing that 

could not be improved upon 
is Rauf’s biggest hit, “What 
Happened to Smith?”  — the 
ultimate gentrification song 
that is celebrating its 10th an-
niversary.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 10 am 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com, on  iTunes , 
on  Mixlr , and of course, on 
 Stitcher .

Continued from page 1

RADIO...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

What happened to “What 
Happened to Smith?”

Local band Life in a Blender 
released  its seminal song be-
moaning Smith Street’s evo-
lution from a grimy neigh-
borhood hangout to hipster 
hotspot  10 years ago this 
month, and the tune has only 
gotten better with age — but 
the street sure hasn’t!

A decade later, the indie 
record stores and hip bars 
are turning into chain stores 
as rents soar, and the musi-
cians now admit they didn’t 
know how good they had it 
way back when.

“Now I nostalgically look 
back at the time I wrote the 
song and think that was ac-
tually a good time,” said lead 
singer Don Rauf. “I just miss 
the quiet, the bodegas, and the 
mom and pop shops.” 

The B52s-esque instant 
classic — one of 14 on the com-
pact disc “The Heart is a Small 
Balloon” — lamented that the 
street’s friendly faces, rough 
edges, and $5 heroes had given 

‘What Happened to Smith?’ singer says street has gotten far worse

What happened in 10 years?

way to all-white crowds “bal-
anced in their Manolo Blah-
nik shoes” and paying “$20 
and tip” for a sandwich.

But now Rauf says he longs 
for the days of the “well-to-do 
dressed down in their thrift 
clothes” instead of the soul-

less big-brand outlets that are 
taking over. 

“I see Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Starbucks, Lululemon, and 
American Apparel and can’t 
believe all of these places are 
coming,” said Rauf. “Once 
they come in the charm just 

totally gets washed away.” 
The songwriter says he’s 

been considering updating 
the lyrics to match the cur-
rent landscape when he has 
the time — although now he 
also wants to write “What 
Happened to Court?” 

“I hate to see  BookCourt , 
the  Community Bookstore  
go,” Rauf said. “You now have 
all these overpriced tees, these 
overpriced tees for $90.” 

But not everything has 
changed in the years since 
“What Happened to Smith” 
— Life in a Blender is still 
touring and releasing albums 
after 30 years together, Rauf 
still lives in Cobble Hill (al-
beit part-time — he spends 
the rest of the year in Seat-
tle), and the phrase “Life in a 
Blender” has never felt more 
relevant than in these Trump-
ian times, he says.

“Our name has taken on 
renewed significance,” he 
said. 

Fans can lament both the 
changing of Smith Street and 
the changing of the commander 
in chief when the band plays a 
show at Park Slope’s Barbes 
on Inauguration Day. 

Life in a Blender plays 
Barbes (376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com). 
Jan. 20 at 10 pm. $10 sug-
gested donation.  

Life in a Blender’s Don Rauf bemoans the influx of chain stores on Smith Street — 
like this American Apparel, although that whole company is about to go under.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The corner of Atlantic Av-
enue and Boerum Place is fast 
becoming Downtown’s mini-
mall district.

A developer is construct-
ing another shopping center 
on the site that will house an 
outlet of teen-targeted dis-

count store Five Below — 
right next to a newly opened 
complex with a Michael’s and 
another across the road sport-
ing a Marshalls.

Builder Laundry Capital is 
erecting a three-story property 
between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street with the $5  doo-
dad emporium  in the basement 
level, according to the com-

pany’s real-estate firm.
The developer hasn’t signed 

on any other tenants yet, but 
its broker claims he is look-
ing for some smaller, local 
businesses — although the 
 marketing materials  feature 
a rendering with a juice bar 
and a gym and a map of other 
chain stores in the area. 

“We want a mix of national 

Chain reaction
Strip malls boom on Atlantic Avenue

and local retailers,” said Har-
ris Reichenbaum of real-es-
tate firm Ripco. 

The building’s ground floor 
will have five smaller store 
spaces, while the whole third 
floor will likely be filled by a 
fancy school, a salon, a furni-
ture store, or a gym, accord-
ing to Reichenbaum.

Construction is underway 
and the building is slated to 
open in early 2018, he said. 

A two-story shopping cen-
ter housing craft chain Mi-
chael’s and a Blink Fitness 
 opened next door in April , 
and an 11-story retail and res-
idential complex just opened 
across the road in November 
with   budget clothing empire 
Marshalls , a Sleep Number 
mattress store and a Planet Fit-
ness gym on the horizon.

A rendering of the new mini-mall, which will house a 
Five Below outlet in its basement level.
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R emember the bad old 
days when a rape vic-
tim would show up in 

court and the defense attorney 
would say, “Why was her skirt 
so short?” As if the woman 
caused her own rape.

Only gradually did it dawn 
on us what was really going 
on: We were “blaming the 
victim.” Basically, we’re all 
so afraid that something aw-
ful like this could happen to 
us or a loved one that we au-
tomatically come up with a 
way to reassure ourselves it 
never will. We tell ourselves, 
“We’re totally different, so 
we’ll be safe.” 

Once we recognized how 
cruel and clueless it is to be-
lieve that only bad people get 
hurt, we became a more em-
pathetic society.

Except when it comes to 
moms.

“Blaming Mothers: Ameri-
can Law and the Risks to Chil-
dren’s Health” (NYU Press), 
is a new book by Pace Uni-
versity Law Professor Linda 
C. Fentiman that looks at the 
way we have kept moms in the 
crosshairs of our condemna-
tion. From pre-birth through 
adolescence, when something 
goes wrong with kids, often 
it is considered morally — 
and even legally — mama’s 
fault. 

For instance, when a 
 woman in Utah elected not 
to have a Caesarian and one of 
her twins was born stillborn , 
she was charged with murder. 
The fact that stillbirths are 
fairly common didn’t matter. 
Nor did the fact that she had no 

intention of killing her child. 
All that mattered was the fact 
that, conveniently, there was 
someone to blame. 

A South Carolina mom, 
Regina McKnight, was also 
convicted of homicide in the 
stillbirth of her baby because 
she admitted to using cocaine 
when pregnant. I think we all 
agree it is tragic that people 
get addicted to drugs. But 
the idea that cocaine causes 
stillbirth is not medically sup-
ported. Moreover, as a friend 
of the court briefing noted, 
“nicotine use, poor nutrition, 
lack of prenatal care, or other 
conditions commonly asso-
ciated with the urban poor’ ” 
are all sub-optimal. Does that 
mean we should prosecute any 
pregnant woman who’s not up-
per-middle-class “perfect”?

McKnight’s 20-year sen-
tence was reversed seven 
years later by the state’s Su-
preme Court. 

Fentiman also looks at the 
issue of child abuse. Often 
when a child is hurt or killed 
by a dad or the mother’s boy-
friend, it is the mom who is 
prosecuted, for not stopping 
it. The completely unrealis-
tic idea is that the moment a 
mother realizes her child is 
being abused, she must move 

out of the house and report the 
abuser to the police. Other-
wise, she can be considered 
guilty for failing to act.

“The legal system is not 
taking into account all the 
structural barriers that impede 
women from leaving their hus-
bands,” Fentiman said in a 
phone interview. For instance, 
sometimes the woman has no 
money to leave, or no place to 
go. Sometimes she is afraid 
that if she calls the cops, the 
abuser will become even more 
violent. But the law seems to 
believe a good mom should 
be a perfect mom, no matter 
what the obstacles.

How did we get so harsh? 
Fentiman lists several uncon-
scious biases at work:

Hindsight Bias: Once 
a tragedy has occurred, it 
is impossible to look back 
and truly see things the way 
we saw them before the bad 
event. Now that we know 
the sad truth, it feels like it 
must have been obvious. Why 
didn’t the mom predict and 
prevent it? 

The Fundamental Attri-
bution Error: This is the un-
conscious belief about karma 
— that bad things only hap-
pen to bad people. Naturally, 
if something bad happens to 

us, we understand all the vari-
ables that led to it — all the 
things beyond our control. But 
when something bad happens 
to someone else,  we think 
they could have stopped it but 
didn’t. Shame (and blame) on 
them.

The Reasonable Man 
Theory: In the olden days, 
negligence was determined 
by whether someone did what 
“the reasonable man” would 
have done in the situation, 
like not leaving a 4-year-old 
home alone for a weekend. 
But now that we think about 
the “reasonable woman,” the 
bar is higher. “A reasonable 
mother is supposed to be su-
per-human and always do any-
thing to minimize the risk to 
her children and to selflessly 
never do anything for herself,” 
says Fentiman. So if some-
thing bad happens to a child 
while the mom was, say, nap-
ping, she can be blamed for 
daring to shut her eyes. 

Causation: The American 
legal system holds the prim-
itive notion that there’s only 
one cause of any problem. 
So the child who is beaten 
to death is not a victim of some 
toxic combination of poverty, 
an abusive dad, and a broken 
system. The tragedy is sim-
ply the fault of a mom who 
didn’t save the child. 

It is easy and satisfying 
to blame the mom. Some-
day we’ll also realize that it 
is wrong. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of 
the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.
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Let’s just blame Mom

By Lenore Skenazy

own epic court battle) where 
he’d been confined seven 
years. O’Hara alleges Phil-
lips froze to death after heat 
to his room was turned off for 
two weeks — amid other ac-
cusations of mistreatment — 
and later sues the old folks’ 
home  for wrongful death on 
behalf of his family . 

2009: A state judicial 
committee investigates 

O’Hara’s case and  determines 
that he was indeed a victim 
of political retribution . “Mr. 
O’Hara, accurately it appears, 
claims that [Hynes’s politi-
cal] machine went gunning 
for him and pounced on his 
change of residency calling 
it election fraud,” read the re-
port from the Committee on 
Character and Fitness.

2013:  Ken Thompson 
beats Hynes in the dis-

trict attorney race  — mak-
ing him the first New York 
district attorney to be un-
seated in over 100 years — 
and Thompson  subsequently 
creates his Conviction Re-
view Unit  to fulfill campaign 
promises of scrutinizing his 
predecessor’s suspicious con-
victions.

2015:  O’Hara files a mo-
tion to vacate his conviction , 
alleging that Hynes had also 
committed the same fraud he 
was found guilty of by regis-
tering his Downtown office as 
his residence in 1996. 

The special unit begins in-
vestigating O’Hara’s case. 

2016: Investigators work-
ing for Thompson track down 
and confront a prosecution 
witness who admits that her 
testimony that O’Hara’s old 
apartment was uninhabitable 
— a key to the 2000 convic-
tion, was false.

2017: Acting District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez moves 
to dismiss O’Hara’s convic-
tion, and he is — at long last 
—  exonerated in Supreme 
Court .

Continued from page 1

O’HARA...
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Planned Service Changes

FG
WEEKEND
11:45 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Jan 20 – 23

No F trains between Jay St-MetroTech and Stillwell Av

G trains provide alternate service 

trains are rerouted via the C to/from Euclid Av, the last stopF

Travel Alternatives: 
����� To/from Coney Island-Stillwell Av, take the G via transfer at Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts.
 

 

Stay Informed

 mta.info

������������	�
����������������������������A station. 
    ������������	��������������������J������������������������
���������!���"���#$����%�&�����#�"'$��()�����������������*�	����(����#�F to W 4 St 
��������#�������������!����#�&�(����#�F. 
���������	�!���"���#$�����#�%�&���������!����#�&�(����#�F���*����(+����������#���������
����������*�	����(����#�F. 
���������	�"'$��()������������������0�$��D���1�2�����#�������������*�	����(����#�F. 
������+������(����#�����	���������#������#��������������������      at 4 Av-9 St. 

Jamaica-bound F trains run via the A C from Euclid Av to W 4 St, 
then resume regular service to 179 St.

trains operate to/from Stillwell Av, replacing the F in BrooklynG
Transfer between F and G trains at Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts.
Coney Island-bound trains skip Avenue I, Bay Pkwy, Avenue N, Avenue P, 
Avenue U, and Avenue X. 

F trains from Jamaica operate normal to Jay St-MetroTech, 
then via the C to Euclid Av.
No C trains between Manhattan and Brooklyn. F trains replace the C 
between Jay St-MetroTech and Euclid Av. 


