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INSIDE: VINEGAR HILL SAYS NO TO 9-STORY APARTMENT BUILDING

Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s red-blue divide runs far 
deeper than  Hil Country  and  Trump Vil-
lage  — it is the Mason–Dixon Line be-
tween civilians who do and don’t place 
their hands over their hearts before 
community board meetings, according 
to the dramatic results of a new inves-
tigation. 

Boards in Brooklyn’s conservative 
Southern regions devoutly recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance before their meet-
ings, but those in the left-leaning north-
ern and Downtown areas dive right into 
their civic gatherings without first ris-
ing to salute the flag, a poll by this pa-
per reveals.

Each 50-person board gets to set its 
own customs, but leaders of the Pledge-
eschewing panels say their members just 
aren’t interested in saluting Old Glory 
before getting on with the important 
work of debating liquor licenses and 
zoning rules.

“Nobody has ever requested it,” said 
Craig Hammerman, who is the district 
manager for Community Board 6, which 

SPLIT LOYALTY
Brooklyn community boards divided over Pledge

Community Board 7 recites the Pledge of Allegiance before its monthly general meeting.
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Which community boards recite 
the Pledge? Brooklyn is split right 
down the middle!

includes Park Slope, Carroll Gardens, 
and Red Hook. “It’s never been a tradi-
tion — I’ve been here for 27 years and 
no board members or members of the 

public have ever asked to do it.”
Community Boards 1 (Williamsburg), 

2 (Downtown), 3 (Bedford-Stuyvesant), 4 
(Bushwick), 5 (East New York), 8 (Crown 
Heights), 9 (Prospect-Lefferts Gardens), 
14 (Ditmas Park), 16 (Brownsville), and 17 
(East Flatbush) all also forgo the oath — 
although 3 has a pastor say a prayer.

Meanwhile, 7 (Sunset Park), 10 (Bay 
Ridge), 11 (Bensonhurst), 12 (Borough 
Park), 13 (Coney Island), 15 (Sheepshead 
Bay), and 18 (Marine Park) all enthusiasti-
cally partake in the time-honored tradition 
—  a divide that reflects the voting habits 
in the recent Presidential election  and the 
communities’ proximity to the Republi-
can heartland of Staten Island. 

In fact, in Bay Ridge, reciting the 
Pledge is considered such a high dis-
tinction, a notable member of the com-
munity is chosen to perform “the honor 
of the Pledge” each month.

“I think it’s an important tradition and 
it’s nice way to start our meeting — it’s 
an honor to be recognized by your com-
munity and we really try to recognize 
civic leaders, organizations, and just 
anyone that is doing good,” said Com-

munity Board 10 district manager Jose-
phine Beckman.

The members of the volunteer boards 
don’t have to be citizens (they do have to 
be legal residents), but the head of Down-
town’s Community Board 2 says it’s not 
a matter of patriotism, anyway — he just 
doesn’t think it’s all that necessary for an 
arm of the city government to pay trib-
ute to the federal flag.

“We are city agencies, not federal agen-
cies,” said district manager Rob Perris. 
“I’m not sure that making a national Pledge 
of Allegiance is necessarily even relevant 
at this level of government.” 

Indeed, city agencies do not say the 
Pledge before meetings, although the 
Council does before its full meetings.

Still, now that we mentioned it, one low-
level Democratic pol and board member 
from a deep blue district said he would 
like to adopt the tradition.

“I’m for the Pledge of Allegiance,” 
said Williamsburg Democratic district 
leader Tommy Torres, who also sits on 
Community Board 1. “We gotta see which 
one of our committees would take this 
up, I think it’s important.”

 — with Julianne Cuba, 
Colin Mixson, and Ruth Brown

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s his pledge to make them 
pledge!

Borough President Adams made an 
impromptu appearance on Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio this week and implored mem-
bers of Brooklyn’s community boards to 
put their hands over their hearts and say 
the Pledge of Allegiance before every 
meeting —  a ritual the panels in North-
ern Brooklyn have thus far ignored .

“I think that at every gathering, public 
gathering, you should recite the Pledge 

of Allegiance. I think it’s a 
continuation of how we can 
show a great respect to the 
country,” Adams told co-
hosts Gersh Kuntzman of 
the New York Daily News 
and Brooklyn Paper Edi-
tor Vince DiMiceli. 

Adams’s call came near the 
end of a scintillating episode of 
Brooklyn Paper Radio in which hosts 
DiMiceli and Kuntzman — along with 
cub reporter Julianne Cuba — broke 
down the story on everyone’s mind in 

the wake of the election of Presi-
dent Trump: Why is it that com-
munity boards in Brooklyn’s 
left-leaning North never say 
the Pledge before a meeting 
while those in the ruby red 
South consider it an honor to 

do so?
Adams proclaimed he is 

strictly pro-Pledge, but respected 
the rights of his community boards to 
decide if they recite it or not, claim-
ing he’ll simply send a letter informing 

Pledge of a grievance!
Beep says all community board meetings 
should begin with a hand over the heart

See RADIO  on page 4

By The Brooklyn Paper 
Civic Duty Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Do you like shaping your com-
munity, lengthy debates about de-
velopment, and being grilled for 
quotes by local reporters?

Then community board member-
ship could be for you — and the 
Borough President is now accept-
ing applications.

You don’t get paid, but you do 
get to make recommendations about 
things that affect your neighbor-
hood, such as new bars, bike lanes, 
parks, schools, buildings, and land-
marks.

 Sometimes there is drama ! Some-
times there are snacks.

Brooklyn is carved up into 18 
community districts, each with a 
50-member board. They hold gen-
eral meetings one evening a month 
plus smaller subcommittee meet-

ings on topics such as land-use, li-
quor licenses, the environment, and 
transportation. 

You don’t have to live in a district 
to sit on its board — local workers 
and people with other interests in 
the area can also apply. 

You don’t even have to be a citi-
zen ( although you may or may not 
have to sit through the Pledge of Al-
legiance ) — just a legal resident.

In fact, you don’t even have to be 
an adult — people as young as 16 
can apply. City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer  was a community board 
member as a teen , and just look at 
him now!

Those selected in this round of ap-
plications will serve two-year terms 
starting April 1.

Apply online at www.brook-
lyn-usa.org/community-board- 
membership-application. 

The application deadline is Feb. 
15.

Join a community board!

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the Borough of King-
pins.

Brooklyn will bring notorious 
Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman to justice, follow-
ing his surprise extradition from 
Mexico to New York on the eve-
ning of Jan. 19.

El Chapo — or “shorty,” for 
his diminutive 5-foot-6 stat-
ure — was arraigned in Down-
town’s federal courthouse on Jan. 
20, and although he is infamous 
for twice breaking out of Mex-
ican prisons, local law enforce-
ment officials claim there will be 

Bklyn will bring El Chapo to justice

Law enforcement officers keep watch outside Downtown’s 
federal courthouse while Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman is ar-
raigned inside.
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no escaping the slammer or pun-
ishment here.

“He’s about to face American 

justice in a city whose founda-
tion is bedrock — as strong as the 
will of the citizens that live in the 

city,” said Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement special agent 
Angel Melendez at a press con-
ference last Friday. “I assure you 
that no tunnel will be built lead-
ing to his bathroom.”

The narcotics bigwig pleaded 
“not guilty” to a 17-count indict-
ment for money laundering and 
drug manufacturing and distribu-
tion. He faces life behind bars — 
American authorities had to agree 
to forgo the death penalty to se-
cure Mexico’s participation.

Several other cities were gun-
ning to be the ones to throw the 
book at El Chapo, but Brooklyn 
managed to secure the big scalp — 

in a joint indictment with Miami 
— because we have the strongest 
case, according to Capers.

“Of all of the various cases, the 
partnerships that had been formed 
between our districts … had the 
most forceful punch,” said the le-
gal eagle.

The fact that Capers’s prede-
cessor Loretta Lynch is now at-
torney general probably didn’t 
hurt, either.

El Chapo is being held in a Man-
hattan jail for now, rather than 
local lockups in Sunset Park or 
Downtown. 

Capers said he expects the trial 
to last “multiple weeks.”

The notorious Mexican drug lord being arrested in Mexico. 
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Hooray for Hollywood!
Civic groups around Brownstone 

Brooklyn have found a way to qui-
etly cash in on the bothersome film 
crews that regularly turn their pic-
turesque rowhouse-lined streets into 
movie lots: soliciting the produc-
tions for donations. 

Many residents would still rather 
see producers find another neigh-
borhood to set their latest smash 
hit in, one local leader acknowl-
edges, but the city has no plans 
to limit the number of permits it 
hands out anytime soon, so the con-
tributions are one of the few ways 
communities can get something out 
of the situation beyond pinching 
bagels from the craft services ta-
ble, he said.  

“If a company is willing to make 
a donation that sustains the Brook-
lyn Heights Association’s advocacy 
across a broad range of issues, then 
the community can benefit in that 
way,” said Peter Bray, the group’s 
president.

Along with the Brooklyn Heights 
Association, both the Cobble Hill 
Association and Park Slope Civic 
Council request donations from lo-
cal productions — although many 
of the people involved were wary 
of discussing the details and all 
refused to say which television 
shows and movies had coughed 
up cash.

Between 2014 and 2016, the 
city issued 888 film permits in the 
Community Board 6 area alone — 
that includes Cobble Hill and Park 
Slope, but not Brooklyn Heights 
— according to the city.

Bray was willing to reveal that 
the donations are generally between 
a few hundred dollars and around 
$1,000, depending on the size and 
scope of the production — which 
could be anything from short photo 
shoots on the Promenade to film-
ing that goes on for days and spans 
numerous city blocks.

Sometimes the pledges come 
with a caveat that they must be used 
for a specific project or amenity — 
such as the Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation’s tree fund — but many 
simply go into the organizations’ 
coffers, he said.

For the Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil, that means additional funding 
for scholarships, cleanups, the an-
nual Halloween parade, and pro-
bono legal support for residents, 
along with the group’s prolific ad-
vocacy to expand the neighborhood 

historic district, according to its 
head honcho.

“We have very low overhead, so 
virtually all the money is distributed 
to our account for future projects,” 
said president Judith Lief.

But even with the donations, 
Bray says the production compa-
nies’ reputations in the area remain 
“overwhelmingly negative.”

Crews are notorious for park-
ing production vehicles in des-
ignated fire zones, towing cars 
with handicapped parking stick-
ers, and treating locals with con-
tempt, he said.

“I have not received a single 
phone call where someone says 
‘thank goodness this shoot is tak-
ing place in Brooklyn Heights,’ ” 
he said.

Bray says his organization has 
asked the city to limit the amount of 

Hey Hollywood, time to pay up
Civic groups are asking fi lm crews for $$$ — and getting it!

permits it distributes in the neigh-
borhood, but it has fallen on deaf 
ears. So the best the group can 

do is contact incoming produc-
tion companies to request that 
they respect local streets and res-

idents — and consider making a 
donation to the local civic group 
while they’re at it.

Will Smith filming “Collateral Beauty” in Brooklyn Heights last year.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This is their Hill to die 
on.

A developer’s plan to erect 
a glassy nine-story apartment 
building in Vinegar Hill will 
ruin the neighborhood’s old-
timey charm and pave the way 
for other real estate tycoons to 
turn Brooklyn’s last unsullied 
historic waterfront burg into 
just another Dumbo, claimed 
locals who turned out in force 
to oppose the proposal at a 
community board meeting 
last Wednesday night.

“Dumbo has gone down 
the drain and this is the only 
enclave left that gives a his-
toric character to the water-
front other than Red Hook — 
and they’re moving on Red 
Hook right now,” said resident 
Bashar Azzouz to Commu-
nity Board 2’s land-use com-
mittee.

The Vinegar Hillians’ pas-
sionate objections ultimately 
convinced the committee to 
reject developer Paul Tocci’s 
application to upzone a truck 
parking lot at Front and Gold 
streets with an 11–1 vote.

Tocci, who heads the Con-
stellation Group, wants to 
build a tiered, 93-unit struc-
ture starting at four stories on 
Front Street — which abuts the 
neighborhood’s historic district 

Vinegar Hillians reject nine-story apartment building

Residents say DumbNO

Locals rejected a developer’s proposal to build this 
mist-shrouded apartment building in Vinegar Hill.
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— and gradually building up to 
nine stories farther back.

In exchange for the re-
zoning, he says he’ll make 
23 of the apartments below-
market-rate.

But residents weren’t won 
over, arguing the building’s 
look and altitude will stick 
out like a sore thumb amongst 
the nabe’s charming three-
story row houses, while all 
the new residents will over-
whelm the area’s schools, 
streets, and sewers.

“The neighborhood will be 
irreversibly damaged and its 
historic character would be 
lost forever,” said Aldona 
Vaiciunas, the president of 
local civic group the Vine-
gar Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation. 

Locals urged Tocci to in-
stead erect quaint townhouses 
harkening back to Vinegar 
Hill’s earlier days, which they 
insisted would ultimately be 
more valuable than a modern 
apartment building. 

“The uber-rich don’t want 
to live in a hugely ugly glass-
and-concrete box — they 
want to live in our houses, 
which are by the way, never 
for sale,” said Linda McAl-
lister. “If they could find a 
replica maybe they might 
buy it and you could make 
more money than you could 
imagine.”

But Tocci said his heart is 
set on constructing a rental 
building so he can pass it onto 
his children. If the city ulti-
mately rejects his upzoning 

application, he warned that 
he won’t build anything on 
the truck-filled lot.

“My intention is to hold it, 
stay in the community and 
pass it along to my children,” 
he said.

Just one attendee spoke out 
in favor of the project, telling 
the room that Tocci’s other 
building on Hudson Avenue 
fits in just fine with the neigh-
borhood and people should be 
grateful that he wants to clean 
up the truck parking lot and 
turn it into housing.

“Now that somebody wants 
to do something good for the 
area you get all this baloney,” 
said the lone committee mem-
ber who voted in favor of the 
plan. 

But in the end, all the other 
panel members bowed to the 
locals’ demands, and said 
they could not approve the 
application after hearing that 
nearly the entire community 
opposed it. 

The committee’s decision 
is just advisory, however — a 
vote by the Council will ul-
timately decide the propos-
al’s fate, and that will likely 
be guided by however local 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Vinegar Hill) votes.

Levin hasn’t taken a stance 
on the plan yet, a spokesman 
at the meeting said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

You can finally hit the 
spot.

Target opened its new 
Downtown outpost at the 
City Point shopping com-
plex on Wednesday, joining 
the Century 21 that already 
opened there.

The new one-floor depart-
ment store on Fulton Mall is 
just six blocks away from a 
huge two-story outpost at 
Atlantic Terminal, but the 

company claims that one is 
so popular, there are enough 
customers to go around. 

“By adding another loca-
tion we’re able to serve even 
more guests and have traffic 
spread out,” said Kristy Welk, 
who handles public relations 
for the retail giant.  

The Walmart competitor 
is also expecting to pull in 
customers from City Point’s 
 three luxury residential tow-
ers , according to Welk. 

The City Point incarna-

BULLSEYE!
Downtown Target opens

Target joins Century 21 at Downtown’s City Point.
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tion is smaller than the At-
lantic Terminal one, and will 
include a more modest selec-
tion of groceries, clothing, en-
tertainment, and home prod-
ucts. There will also be an 

in-house Starbucks and a CVS 
pharmacy. 

Target (445 Albee Sq. 
West at Flatbush Avenue 
Downtown, www.target.
com).
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
facebook.com/citytech • @citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500 • WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

®

Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Fort Greene is getting a 
Whole lot ritzier.

Whole Foods is open-
ing a mini-market inside 
the new luxury tower next 
to the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, where it will join 
 a long-awaited Apple store . 
Both companies are known 
for their high-priced products, 
but at least one local home-
owner says she is excited to 
see more money flowing into 
the area.

“I want the neighborhood 
to be desirable and I want 
property values to go up be-
cause that’s what I’m going 
to retire on,” said Fort Greene 
resident Karen Hurrman. “So 
I’m not going to complain, 
it’s progress.” 

The new 365 by Whole 
Foods Market will open in 
2018 in developer Two Trees 
Management’s in-the-works 
32-story building on Ash-

Whole-y moly!
Mini Whole Foods opening near BAM

A small Whole Foods will open alongside an Apple 
store in the 300 Ashland building in Fort Greene.
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land Place and Lafayette Av-
enue —  formerly known as 
BAM South , but now blandly 
renamed as 300 Ashland — 
alongside the Apple store, a 
branch of the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library,  a new home for 
Museum of Contemporary Af-
rican Diasporan Arts , a new 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-

sic cinema, and 379 apart-
ments. 

Whole Foods’ 365-branded 
stores — currently only in op-
eration on the West Coast — 
are just like the standard mar-
kets known to many as “Whole 
Paycheck,” but with slimmed-
sown selections of grocery 
items and pre-made meals.

It will be a few blocks from 
the larger and cheaper Atlan-
tic Terminal Stop and Shop, 
and  a forthcoming Trader 
Joe’s  at the City Point mall 
on Fulton Street, but many 
locals say they can’t wait to 
start stocking up on  aspara-
gus water  and  $6 pre-peeled 
oranges  at the high-end em-
porium.

“I’ll be definitely be there,” 
said Fort Greene resident 
Derek Zimmerman, who 
usually travels to BJ’s in Bay 
Ridge or Costco in Sunset 
Park to pick up groceries. 

But Hurrman isn’t sure she 
will be a customer — she says 
she enjoys escaping the hus-
tle and bustle of living in a 
metropolis at  the full-sized 
Whole Foods in tranquil 
Gowanus . 

“It depends on if I like the 
vibe of the store better,” she 
said. “Shopping in Whole 
Foods in Gowanus is like my 
therapy — I ride my bike there 
and I like it there because the 
buildings are low, it’s open 
sky and I feel like I’m not in 
New York.” 

This will be the borough’s 
second Whole Foods-Apple 
combo —  both   companies  
opened adjacent stores in 
Williamsburg last year.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Party at Chipotle!
Landmarks honchos on 

Tuesday voted unanimously to 
designate the iconic 86-year-
old Montague Street Art Deco 
tower that houses the burrito 
chain’s Brooklyn Heights out-
post, plus the 110-year-old 
temple-like Peoples Trust 
Company bank building 
next door.

Locals have been pushing 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to bestow the 
protected historic status on the 
pair for years, and are thrilled 
they’re finally getting the rec-
ognition they deserve. 

“We’re ecstatic,” said Pe-
ter Bray, who is the execu-

tive director of influential lo-
cal civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. “We’ve 
wanted to protect those build-
ings for a long time.” 

Bray and other preserva-
tionists started fighting to pro-
tect the two properties near 
Clinton Street since the city 
left them out of the neigh-
borhood historic district in 
1965,  then again  when it ex-
cluded them from the Bor-
ough Hall Skyscraper Dis-
trict in 2011.

Peoples Trust Company 
building owner Jonathan Rose 
supports the designation for 
his building — a 1916 Beaux 
Arts bank modeled after a 
17th century Italian palazzo 
— even though it means he 

Mexcellent
City landmarks Heights 
Chipotle building, bank

can’t drastically change the 
property’s facade or make 
even minor alterations with-
out the city’s okay.

But a rep for the owner 
of the 15-story, 1930s Na-
tional Title Guaranty tower 
objected at a hearing in No-
vember, arguing that it wasn’t 
fair to impede future rede-

The Peoples Trust Com-
pany and National Title 
Guarunty buildings.
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velopment — then memo-
rably adding that the pres-
ervationists won’t even be 
around much longer to en-
joy the building anyway.

“Half of those people who 
were in the room are going to 
be dead in 50 years,” Mon-
tague-Goldman Corporation 
spokesman David Malanga 
 told this paper at the time . 

But the commissioners ul-
timately decided the build-
ings are an important part of 
Brooklyn Heights’ architec-
tural history.

“They are striking exam-
ples of the optimistic archi-
tecture of their times,” said 
commission chair Meenak-
shi Srinivasan. 

The Heights Association 
has no specific plans to cel-
ebrate — although Chipotle 
has $6.50 Margaritas, we’re 
just saying — but Bray says he 
will have a little private party 
every time he strolls by. 

“Every time I walk by those 
buildings I will look at them 
and know they’re going to be 
around for a long, long time,” 
he said. 
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members that they have a very 
good opportunity to do so be-
fore each meeting, but not de-
manding that both North and 
 South  get in line.

“There won’t be any threats, 
it’s a reminder for those who 
are not aware,” he said. “I just 
don’t want any Board to say, 
‘Hey I was not aware.’ ”

Still, if it were up to him, 
he’d want the Pledge recited 
before every meeting.

“If I was in charge, or had 
the decision, I would say the 
Pledge of Allegiance,” he 
said. “I think it’s important 
to do so.” 

Adams added that he be-
lieves in the freedom of 
choice, and that each board 
would be allowed to make up 
its own mind, (or minds, as 
it were). 

“Each community board 
must make their own decision 
and that’s what’s great about 
this country,” he said. “There 
is no one way of showing one’s 
respect for the country or one 
way of showing even some re-
spect for the county.”

But that wasn’t the only 
news broken during this 
week’s hour of Brooklyn Pa-
per power.

Near the end of the in-
terview and at the probing 
of DiMiceli, the Beep con-
ceded that there are, in fact, 
two Brooklyns with different 
lifestyles and beliefs — pre-
sumably one where Brook-
lynites wake up every sunny 
morning and sing “ I’m Proud 
to be an America ,” and an-
other featuring  a commu-
nity of like-minded free-
thinkers happy to live in a 
utopian bubble .

“Particularly when you 
look at Southern Brooklyn, 
the high number of firefight-
ers, police officers, ex-mili-
tary we still have, the Memo-
rial Day Parade that’s done 
in Southern Brooklyn, so 
there’s a different energy and 
a constant reminder about the 
whole theme around the pub-

lic displaying of patriotism,” 
he said. “It doesn’t mean that 
Northern Brooklyn is not as 
patriotic, they may not do as 
many public displays of their 
patriotism.”

As is Kuntzman’s wont, 
the show’s atheist host waxed 
poetic about the dangers of 
bringing god into a public 
civic meeting — something 
that would happen monthly 
thanks to  two controversial 
words added to the Pledge in 
the 1950s . 

“You know where I stand 
on god. I stand against, I stand 
athwart. I am against the re-
ligification of public meet-
ings,” said Kuntzman. “So 
when you say the Pledge, do 
you say, ‘one nation, under 
god, indivisible,’ or do you 
recite the original, ‘one na-
tion indivisible?’ ”

But the Beep insisted us-
ing the word god when say-
ing the Pledge — as he was 
taught to do and still does — 
won’t turn Brooklyn into the 
Bible Belt because it can mean 
anything you believe in. 

“The pledge says ‘One na-
tion under God’ and God can 
be so many things to so many 
people,” he said. “Saying ‘one 
nation under God’ is not turn-
ing into a Christian, it’s what-
ever God is to you because 
God has blessed America in 
many ways.”

And just to prove that they 
are, in fact, lovers of Amer-
ica, DiMiceli and Kuntzman 
both sang our national anthem 
together, demonstrating that 
even though they aren’t great 
singers, they at least know all 
the words to “The Star-Span-
gled Banner.” 

It is unclear if the boys in-
tend to open each show mov-
ing forward with their cringe-
worthy performance.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is re-
corded and podcast live every 
Tuesday at 10 am — for your 
convenience — from our stu-
dio in America’s Downtown 
and can be found, as always, 
on BrooklynPaper.com.

The
New York State Nurses Association 

is committed to quality care 
for ALL patients 

in ALL the diverse communities
of  New York City

nysna.org                   nynurses 

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

The President of the United States
may have changed – but our
values should not.

All working women and men – all
people – deserve to be treated with
dignity, justice and respect –
regardless of who is President. And we
will fight any attempts to deny them.
Too many immigrant workers, women,
white workers, and people of color feel
trapped in an economy that fails them
and only seems to reward those at the
very top.

We must bring working people
together across their differences. We
must help them understand their
common interests. And we must stand
ready to fight and organize as a unified
twenty-first century labor movement.
Because working people desperately
need strong unions.

You can’t say that you want to help
working families and then turn around
and attack unions. And we won’t stand
idly by and let the new administration
go after workers and their unions.

Together, we must transform our
country from within and bring all

communities into a larger progressive
movement. A movement that lifts up
all working people. A larger
progressive movement that takes the
energy and learns the lessons from the
Occupy Movement and Black Lives
Matter and the Bernie Sanders
campaign and the Fight for Fifteen. A
larger progressive movement that is
inclusive and diverse. 

Together, we must build alliances
and coalitions that can stand together
for our values. Alliances that can stand
up against all forms of bigotry and
economic exploitation in all areas of
society where our lives and the lives of
other vulnerable communities are
threatened.

We must do this together –
because justice is indivisible. 

You cannot be for justice for some
and not for justice for
all. Together, we must
never stop fighting
for what is right.

Together, we must build alliances
and coalitions that can stand
together for our values.

Our Perspective

Presidents Change, 
But Our Values Should Not
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

We must stand ready to fight and
organize as a unified twenty-first
century labor movement.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

A lout punched a guy and 
stole his phone and cash on 
Myrtle Avenue on Jan. 22.

The bruiser approached 
the victim near Washington 
Park at 7:40 am, socked him 
in the face, and then reached 
into his pocket and took $80 
and his cellphone, according 
to a report. 

Smashed
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say broke into a St. Felix Street 
home on Jan. 17.

A witness told police he 

saw a man on the doorstep 
of the building near DeKalb 
Avenue at 12:55 am and went 
inside to call the police. 

While indoors, he heard 
glass break and allegedly 
saw the suspect flee the res-
idence’s stoop. 

The witness kept an eye on 
him until police were able to 
catch him, officers said. 

Bad time
A weasel snatched a 

67-year-old woman’s phone 
from her hand as she was wait-
ing for the bus on Park Ave-
nue on Jan. 16.

The lady was checking 

Mugger punches man and takes phone, cash

her phone for the time while 
standing near N. Portland 
Avenue at 8:30 am when the 
scoundrel grabbed it from 
her hand and ran off, po-
lice said.

Laptop looter 
A crook broke into a St. Fe-

lix Street apartment and stole 
a man’s laptop and tablet on 
Jan. 18.

The 77-year-old victim 
told cops he left his abode 
by DeKalb Avenue at 8 am 
and returned at 4 pm to find 
his gadgets gone from his 
desk. 

He locked his door when 
he left, but did not secure the 
top lock, according to author-
ities. 

Alarming
A burglar snuck into a St. 

James Place apartment and 
stole an alarm system on 
Jan. 19.

The snake likely en-
tered through a window 
by Gates Avenue between 
3 am and 3:10 am and re-
moved the security sys-
tem, according to police.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Emergency
Cops arrested a man who 

they say attacked a nurse in-
side a Sixth Street hospital 
on Jan. 11.

The victim told police she 
was trying to enter a surgery 
room inside the healthcare 
center between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at 1:29 am, but 
the suspect refused to let her 
enter, and at one point hurled 
her into a door.

The suspect later fled the 
hospital, but cops caught up 
with them a few blocks away 
and booked him for assault, 
according to police.

Sucker-punched
Cops slapped irons on a 

49-year-old man for leaving an 
older fellow with a black eye 
on 12th Street on Jan. 10.

The 68-year-old victim was 
at home between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues at 6:55 pm, 
where he was arguing with 
the suspect, who suddenly 
socked him, cops said.

Cops picked up the suspect 
later that day, but are unsure 
what his relation is to the older 
man, a document shows.

Bad apple
A Park Slope man threw 

a tantrum inside his mom’s 
Butler Street home on Jan. 
10 after she refused to give 
him cash.

The 62-year-old lady was 
inside her house between 
Gregory Place and Fourth 
Avenue at 11:10 am when 
her 23-year-old son — and 
roommate — told her she 

“needed” to give him money 
so he could “turn it into mil-
lions,” cops said.

When the woman refused, 
her offspring started throw-
ing things and yelling at her, 
while following her around 
demanding cash, according 
to police.

The man’s outburst didn’t 
cause any physical harm, cops 
said, and the case was closed 
without arrest.

Beamer bandit
A thief rode off with a 

man’s BMW motorcycle af-
ter he left it parked on Car-
roll Street on Jan. 13.

The victim left his Ger-
man import near Polhemus 
Place at 9:15 am, and returned 
a few days later to find the 
pricey bike missing, author-
ities said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Tool time
Louts lifted tools from cars 

parked in the precinct on two 
separate occasions this week. 
Here’s the rundown:

• A nogoodnik broke into 
a commercial van on Doug-
lass Street on Jan. 22 and stole 
thousands of dollars worth of 
tools, police said.

The rogue broke the win-
dow of the 2013 Ford van be-
tween Hoyt and Smith streets 
around 4 pm and swiped an 
infrared camera, a gas ana-
lyzer and carbon monoxide 
analyzer, and a bunch of as-
sorted other gizmos, accord-
ing to authorities.

• Two jerks swiped tools 
from a car parked on De-
graw Street on Jan. 22, po-
lice said. 

A guy saw the two snakes 
rummage through his vehicle 
between Court and Clinton 
streets at 11:50 pm and run 
off with a hand drill set and 
extra car battery, according 
to authorities.

That stinks 
A dirty crook stuffed his 

pockets with bottles of de-
odorant at a Court Street store 
then left without paying on 
Jan. 19. 

Video shows the sneak 
swipe four bottles of Axe de-
odorant and 20 bottles of Dove 
deodorant from the store be-
tween First and Second places 
at 1:58 pm, according to au-
thorities.

Street brawl
Cops cuffed two young 

women who attacked each 
other on Hamilton Avenue 
on Jan. 22.

The 18-year-old and 
22-year-old women were in 
an argument near Hicks Street 
at about 2 am, and the fra-
cas turned violent when one 

punched and kicked the other 
in the face, knocking her tooth 
out, police said. 

Officers arrested both for 
assault, according to a police 
report.

Car jacket-ing
A crook swiped a guy’s 

jacket and wallet from his car 
parked on Carroll Street some-
time overnight on Jan. 22. 

The victim told authori-
ties he left his car between 
Clinton and Court streets at 4 
pm and when he returned the 
next day at 11 am, he discov-
ered that his wallet — with 
credit cards and a health insur-
ance card inside — was miss-
ing from the glove compart-
ment, along with his North 
Face jacket. 

There was no damage to the 
car and the doors were locked, 
according to authorities.

The baddie later used one 
of the guy’s credit cards at a 
drugstore, according to a po-
lice report.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Botched robbery 
A bozo wearing a ski mask 

and snorkel tried to rob a check 
cashing store on Fourth Ave-
nue on Jan. 20, according to 
a police report. 

A witness told police that 
the man walked into the busi-
ness near Bay Ridge Avenue 
at 11 pm and handed the teller 
a note that stated, “This is a 
robbery. I have a gun. Give 
money or I shoot,” accord-
ing to a police report. He pro-
ceeded to simulate a firearm 
in his jacket. 

But the teller refused to 
hand over the cash and the 
lummox fled empty-handed 
on Bay Ridge Avenue to-

ward Third Avenue, offi-
cials said. 

Not so sneaky
Police arrested a man for 

trying to snatch a 73-year-
old woman’s purse on Fourth 
Avenue on Jan. 18, officials 
said. 

The senior told police that 
she was waiting for a taxi near 
76th Street at 4 pm when the 
man walked in front of her 
and tried to grab her pock-
etbook. 

The woman pulled away 
and man tried to flee empty-
handed, but a police officer 
on the scene arrested him, au-
thorities said. 

Car jacked
Two toughs forced a man 

out of his car on Senator Street 
on Jan. 16 and drove off with 
the vehicle, authorities said. 

The victim told police 
that he was driving his white 
Chevrolet sedan between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
9:15 am when a green mini-
van cut him off, forcing him 
to stop. 

The two baddies got out of 
the car and approached the 
man’s driver-side window 
and one of the louts stated, 
“Get the f--- out or I’ll f--- 
you up,” according to a po-
lice report.

The brute yanked the vic-
tim out of the car by his col-
lar, but he managed to pull 
away, take his keys out of the 
ignition, and run off for help, 
police said. 

But one of the miscreants 
still managed to drive off with 
the car, while the other took 
off in the minivan, said au-
thorities. 

Police recovered the stolen 
car on 68th Street and Sev-
enth Avenue shortly after, of-
ficials said.

— Caroline Spivack

Continued from page 1

RADIO...

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for 
two louts who swiped $282 
from a 9-year-old boy af-
ter luring him out of a Fort 
Greene department store 
on Jan. 10.

The dirtbags started 
chatting to the youngster 
inside the big-box store at 
the mall on Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues at around 
5:30 pm and then convinced 
him to leave the store with 

them, cops said.
Once outside, one of the 

jerks put his hand over the 
kid’s mouth while the other 
swiped the cash from his 
pants pocket, according 
to police. 

Police ask anyone with 
information about the 
crime to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed 
by TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

Kid robbed at mall
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

R
ah-rah Rasputin!

A Greenpoint church will give center 
stage to a mad monk next month, hosting 

a rock musical inspired by the life and times 
of Grigori Rasputin, the infamous Siberian 
peasant-turned-holy-man who sexed his way 
to a position of power in the Russian monar-
chy. “Beardo,” opening Feb. 3 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, explores Rasputin’s mys-
terious ascent to power in a genre-bending 
format that is as wild as its subject, said the 
show’s director. 

“It’s mysterious, it’s weird. It’s not a 
straightforward Russian period piece, by 
any means,” said Bedford-Stuyvesant res-
ident Ellie Heyman. “I mean there’s a line 
in one of the songs, ‘He’s a weirdo with a 
beardo, misbehavin’ and unshaven.’ There’s 
an edginess to this.”

The show centers on Beardo — a fictional 
re-imagining of Rasputin — as he learns the 
mystic arts and seduces his way into St. Pe-
tersburg society, going from peasant to faith 
healer to trusted advisor of the Russian czar. It 
also captures the chinstrapped charmer’s sala-
cious cycle of sinning, which involves joining 
orgies so that he can later don his hair shirt, 
repent, and become closer to God. The show’s 
setting among St. John’s high arched ceilings 
and stained glass windows enhances its holy, 
eerie ambiance.

The two-hour performance is told through 

eclectic original tunes composed by Dave Mal-
loy, who also created the current Broadway 
hit “Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 
1812,” based on Tolstoy’s “War and Peace.” 
The music includes rock, electro-pop, and a 
classical quartet that uniquely captures the Si-
berian psychic’s journey, said Heyman.

“I think that music is so emotional and it 
will connect audiences with these characters 
in a way that is really unique to the format,” 
said Heyman. “And I think it allows us to get 
to know these really strange people quickly 
— for things to get raucous and unhinged in 
surprising ways and for the audience to have 
this vivid experience.” In one song, a down-
and-out Beardo croons to St. Petersburg as 
though the city were a girlfriend on the verge 
of breaking-up with him. 

“It’s really heartbreaking in his plea for her 
to not betray him,” said Heyman. “It feels very 
’90s rock star to me.”

Another standout moment is the “murder 
ballet” that turns Rasputin’s dramatic assas-
sination — where he was shot, poisoned, and 
drowned — into a choreographed dance of 
death. It all makes for a dark, dazzling show, 
said Heyman. 

“I think that it’s a dark, sexy, off-kilter story 
that’s going to feel dangerous and really unlike 
anything you’ve ever seen,” she said.

“Beardo” at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
[155 Milton St. between Franklin Street and 
Manhattan Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
4012, www.pipelinetheatre.org]. Feb. 3–26, 
Tue–Sat at 8 pm. $25–$60. 

Small songs

They’ll be singing off keys!
The piano will stay silent and untouched 

during a keyboard-free opera performance at 
Cobble Hill’s Vertical Players Repertory on Jan. 
28. The show, titled “PiaNO,” is the first in the 
“miniatures behind the door” series of monthly 
shows designed to bring the highbrow art down to 
earth. The company’s storefront space on Court 
Street is the ideal intimate venue for the task, 
said one performer. 

“It’s a non-traditional space perfect for these 
sort of salon-type performances that are inti-
mate, and makes the audience feel like they are 
really part of the performance and the experi-
ence,” said soprano Elise Brancheau. “This isn’t 
something you have to put on your best pearls 
and furs for, and just enjoy the art in a casual 
and informal environment.”

The hour-long concert will include five pi-
ano-free acts, including classical arias for voice 
and strings, a Portuguese folk melody, a set of 
protest songs from the 1960s, and an adapta-
tion of the poem, “I Never Saw Another But-
terfly,” based on works by children murdered 
in the Holocaust.

The show is also an act of resistance to the 
politics of President Trump — all proceeds from 
the show will to the American Civil Liberties 
Union’s New York chapter, said Brancheau.

“We all feel that as artists it’s our responsibil-
ity to promote social well being and bring com-
munities together through our art and perfor-
mances,” she said. “We just feel that it’s a good 
all-encompassing organization that is standing 
up for the people and the platforms that our cur-
rent president doesn’t seem all too concerned 
about protecting.”

The intimate series of shows can also help 
counteract divisive politics that drive people apart, 
said the company’s artistic director.

“It’s a special feeling doing this series now, 
because I think we need these intimate cultural 
gathering places where people can feel more 
connected,” said Judith Barnes. “The philos-
ophy behind it is creating things and sharing 
things, and to bring high-caliber arts and cre-
ators, and give affordable access to the public 
to an intimate performance where you’re shar-
ing the space.”

The new monthly series will welcome a va-
riety of acts, including play readings, vocal re-
citals, and open “non-mic” nights.

“PiaNO” at Vertical Players Repertory [219 
Court St. between Wyckoff and Warren streets 
in Cobble Hill, www.vpropera.org]. Jan. 28 at 7 
pm. $20. — Julianne Cuba

M U S I C

Word’s pick — “Difficult Women” 
by Roxane Gay

In her new collection of short stories, Rox-
ane Gay creates intimate, insightful portraits of 
women with messy inner 
lives. Some of the stories 
are hard to read, but Gay 
makes the characters easy 
to empathize with, and she 
shines a light on the per-
sistence of ordinary life 
through and after trauma. 
Also: great sex writing.

— Camille Drum-
mond, Word [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “Medical 
Apartheid” by Harriet A. Washington

In this must-read scholarly text, Harriet A. 
Washington vividly captures the medical ex-

perimentation performed 
on Black Americans from 
colonial times to the pres-
ent, uncovering secrets 
that have been kept from 
all of us. While painful 
to read, the book sheds 
light on how the medical 
world has advanced med-
ical knowledge and pro-
cedures at the expense 
of Black bodies, for the 
benefit of all Americans. 

I challenge you to face the harsh realities cap-
tured in this work.

— Steven Rice, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“A Million Windows” by Gerald Murnane

In “A Million Windows,” Australian meta-fic-
tionist Gerald Murnane continues his sustained 
assault on the concept of 
“fiction.” Murnane — or 
his narrator — imagines 
a house of a million win-
dows, and behind each 
window an author, and 
behind each author a dif-
ferent text. Or are they all 
Murnane himself? What 
follows is a sly, often funny 
investigation into the vari-
ous styles of narrative pro-
duction — point of view, 
free indirect voice, and plot — that have made up 
Murnane’s “fictions” for the last 40 years.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Book picks
R E A D !

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

L
ove is love is love!

A Park Slope theater company 
has put a same-sex twist on Stephen 

Sondheim’s lovelorn musical “Marry 
Me A Little,” in a production that this 
week. The Gallery Players are present-
ing the show with three alternating casts 
in the central role, portraying an oppo-
site-sex couple, a gay male couple, and 
a lesbian couple. The show’s director 
says that she jumped at the chance to 
disrupt standard theater tropes and to 
show that love is universal. 

“As much as I love theater, a lot of it 
has relied on the heteronormative boy 

meets girl and they fall in love and live 
happily ever after,” said Barrie Gelles.  
“Rarely do you come across a story 
that could be any one single couple 
— it doesn’t have to be boy and girl. I 
couldn’t waste the opportunity to turn 
that norm around and show how people 
can find love in all genders.”

“Marry Me a Little” follows two New 
Yorkers — named only Him and Her — 
who live in adjacent apartments, each 
pouring out their hearts through song, 
and unaware that their soulmate is just 
a few steps away. Those parts will be 
played by two men, two women, and 
a man and woman on different nights 
of the run, but the company has not 
changed any of the lyrics, keeping all 

of the pronouns the same. 
The male actor playing Her said that 

he had no problems stepping into a 
traditionally female role — and as an 
openly gay men, he felt right at home 
with Her songs. 

“I didn’t really change anything, and 
we haven’t changed anything as far as 
pronouns go because it doesn’t really 
need to be changed,” said Adrian Ri-
fat. “In [fairy tales] we hear all those 

stories of the prince and the princess, 
and even as a gay little boy hearing 
that, I would aspire to find a prince, 
but I knew I had to be a prince myself. 
So it wasn’t really difficult to assimi-
late or justify the pronouns.”

Each set of actors brings their own 
nuance to the roles, said Gelles, and 
she hopes that audiences will come 
back in order to appreciate the dif-
ferent takes.

“The actors of are all different people 
telling the same story — people will see 
every single actor portray their char-
acters in different ways,” said Gelles. 
“Each duo kind of adds their own feel 
to it, bringing their own personality 
and way of seeing things.”

Return visitors will also appreciate 
the difference in the tunes, simply be-
cause male and female voices sound 
different, Gelles said. 

“The differences are in the pairing, 
not the music — we have not changed 
note or a lyric, but hearing male voices 
or hearing females sing — each is very 
unique,” she said. “It’s very noticeable, 
but very worthwhile to see more than 
once because each song has a differ-
ent feel to it. It’s glorious in any pre-
sentation and very exciting to hear the 
combination of the voices.”

“Marry Me a Little” at the Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (914) 414≠–5236, www.gal-
leryplayers.com, ] Jan. 26–Feb. 13, 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm. $25 ($20 seniors). 
Opposite-sex cast Jan. 26, Feb. 4, 
10, and 17. Male cast Jan. 27; Feb. 
2, 11, and 16. Female cast Jan. 28; 
Feb. 3, 9, and 18.

Indie rock tsars
New musical ‘Beardo’ shows Rasputin’s rise and fall

Sacred space: St. John’s Luthern Church will provide a romantic backdrop to “Beardo,” a dark musical about a smooth-talking holy man who seduced the Russian empress.

It’s a triple play
Lesbian, gay, and straight 
couples all sing ‘Marry Me’

Straight ahead: Jesse Manocherian, left, and Alyson Leigh Rosen-
feld play characters who live side-by-side in an apartment building.

Unshaven mystic: The rock musical “Beardo,” based on the life of Rus-
sian peasant-turned-spiritual-advisor Grigori Rasputin, will open at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Greenpoint on Feb. 3.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 27

Sound off
Tonight you can 
catch the almost-lost 
Orson Welles movie 
“Too Much Johnson.” 
The slapstick silent 
film was made in 
1938, but was never 
screened. Guitarist 
Gary Lucas provides 
a live soundtrack for 
the recently-uncov-
ered comedy, which 
he describes as “like 
the Keystone Cops 
on acid.” 

8 pm at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
www.roulette.org]. Jan. 27 
at 8 pm. $25 ($20 in 
advance).

SATURDAY
Jan. 28

Making a 
splash
With a bathroom for 
her theater, a tub for 
her stage, and bubbles 
for her wardrobe, 
Brooklyn actress Siob-
han O’Loughlin invites 
a limited audience to 
her immersive theater 
show “Broken Bone 
Bathtub,” in which her 
character regales the 
audience with the story 
of her broken arm while 
taking a bath in a bor-
rowed home. The show 
continues next week-
end in Fort Greene and 
Prospect Heights.

7 pm and 9 pm in Crown 
Heights  (location will be 
sent to ticket holders after 
purchase, www.broken-
bonebathtub.com). $35.

SUNDAY
Jan. 29

On a roll
Hungry for good film? 
Bite into the Japa-
nese stop-motion 
short “Konigiri-Kun 
Shopping,” about a 
sushi roll searching 
for the perfect acces-
sory, screening with 
eight other short films 
in the “Shine On” 
program of the BAM-
Kids Film Festival. Six 
other sets of short 
kids’ cartoons will 
also play on the sec-
ond day of the fest.

10:20 am at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Hanson Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. $14 
($9 kids).

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 1

Mockbusters
Enjoy the worst that 
the straight-to-video 
bin has to offer in 
“Kevin Geeks Out 
About Rip-Off Cin-
ema,” where come-
dian Kevin Maher and 
guests discuss copycat 
films like “Transmor-
phers,” as well as 
unauthorized Bolly-
wood adaptations and 
foreign knockoffs like 
the Turkish version of 
“Spider-Man.” 

7 pm at the Alamo 
Drafthouse (445 Albee 
Square West between 
Willoughby and Fulton 
streets Downtown, www.
alamodrafthouse.com/
nyc). $15.

THURSDAY
Feb. 2

Start up, 
shut down
Get in on the ground 
floor of the surreal 
comedy “Enterprise,” 
debuting tonight at 
the Brick. The show 
follows the desperate 
employees of a failing 
big business, as they 
synergize their efforts 
to save the biz with 
some out-of-the-box 
thinking, including 
email hacking and 
animal sacrifice. 

8 pm at the Brick (575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union and 
Lorimer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907–6189, 
www.bricktheater.com). 
$18. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 27
THEATER, ONE CATCHES LIGHT 

FESTIVAL: A festival debuting fi ve 
short plays, including Nic Adams’s 
“Icarus in the L.E.S.,” Anna Peretz 
Rogovoy’s “How diffi cult is it for one 
body,” Artem Yatsunov’s “Please 
Google Ukraine,” Angela Abreu’s 
“Have No Room for the Broken, and 
Olander Wilson’s “What the F--- Was 
I Thinking?” $15 each, $25 for all fi ve. 
6:30–11:55 pm. Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street and At-
lantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: An all-fe-
male production of the Shakespeare, 
set inside a women’s prison and 
starring Harriet Walter as the wizard 
Propsero. Starting at $26. 7:30 pm. 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water St. 
at New Dock Street in Dumbo, (718) 
834–8794], www.stannswarehouse.
org. 

DANCE, “FLIGHT”: Celebrate the 
Lunar New Year an Afro-Asian fu-
sion dance performance inspired 
by the Year of the Rooster. $10–$12. 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

THEATER, “PORTO”: The world pre-
miere of Kate Benson’s play about 
a neighborhood bar in a gentrify-
ing outpost of a major American 
City. $20. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

COMEDY, “POINT BREAK LIVE!”: The 
action fi lm is live on stage, with one 
unprepared audience member in 
the Keanu Reeves role. $30 ($27 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, 357 LOVER, THE MANIMALS, 
WOOING: $10. 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, 7 BILLION HERA: Free. 10 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

SAT, JAN. 28
TOUR, GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY 

WINTER TWILIGHT TOUR: Explore 
the cemetery’s landscape as the sun 
fades and the tour guide tells mys-
terious tales. The night ends at the 
catacombs, normally closed to the 
public. $25. 5–7 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-wood.com. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, 
CHARLIE BROWN”: Charlie Brown, 
Sally, Linus, Lucy, Schroeder, and 
Snoopy sing and entertain the whole 
family. $20. 2 pm. Gallery Players 
[199 14th St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “NERVOSA, THE MUSI-
CAL!”: A puppet show musical 
about a girl who travels to Nervosa, 
a special place for special people 
who hate their bodies! $10. 8 pm. 
The Annoyance Theatre [367 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. Fifth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

MUSIC, ANAÏS MAVIEL AND MI-
CHAEL BISIO: $12–$15. 8 pm. 
Issue Project Room [22 Boerum Pl. 
at Livingston Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.issueprojec-
troom.org. 

HOT GLASS, COLD BEER: Drink beer 
out of a unique handmade drinking 
glass while watching artists show off 
their glass manipulation skills. $25. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Glass [142 13th St. 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 569–2110], brook-
lynglass.com. 

FILM, BROOKLYN ISRAEL FILM FES-
TIVAL, NIGHT TWO: A screening 
of “The Writer,” a meta-fi ctional TV 
series about an Arab-Israeli televi-
sion writer. $16 ($36 for festival 
pass). 8 pm. Kane Street Synagogue 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN 27
MUSIC, ERIC CHURCH: $36.50–$95 

8 pm.

MON, JAN 30
SPORTS, LONG ISLAND NETS 

VS. GREENSBORO SWARM: 
$15–$50. 7:30 pm.

TUE, JAN 31
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. WASHINGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$700. 7 pm.

WED, FEB 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $75–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

INDIANA PACERS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, FEB 4
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. CAROLINA HURRICANES: 
Rally towel giveaway. $15–$750. 
7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Getting handsy: The dastardly New York Knicks will resort to 
all sorts of tricks while playing our beloved Brooklyn Nets at 
Barclays Center on Feb. 1.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

B
rooklyn stands with Kerry! 

Bedford-Stuyvesant comedian 
Kerry Coddett holds court once a 

month at “Brooklyn, Stand Up,” a show 
that is half comedy night and half game 
show, with audience members hopping 
on stage during “halftime.” The show 
happens on the first Wednesday of ev-
ery month on second floor of Cobble 
Hill pub 61 Local, and its reputation 
grows every month. 

We chatted with Brooklyn native 
Coddett about her three-year run at 
the helm of the show, and the dangers 
of getting the public involved.

Your show has a lot of audience par-
ticipation. Was that always the plan?

Kerry Coddett: From the very first 
show, we wanted to make it an event. 
That’s why we have programs that we 
hand out to the audience and it includes 
the lineup, their credits, website and so-
cial media information. It’s also pur-
poseful that there’s a halftime because 
I like to get the audience involved. I 
like interacting with people and I find 
it’s best when people can be a part of 
the show.

Does inviting people onstage ever 
get out of hand?

KC: Oh, absolutely. There was one 
time — it was probably my third or 
fourth show. I like to rap, and I’m al-
ways rapping, so I thought it would 
be cool if I invited some people that I 
know who can freestyle rap. That was 
the worst idea ever, because I learned 
that you don’t invite multiple comics and 
rappers on your stage at the same time 
because everyone is going to showboat. 
One dude even took the mic from me! 
Like, first of all: It’s my show. Second 
of all: take it down a thousand, there’s 
no award. I simply could not reign them 
in, so that’s when I started to scale back 
the amount of comics during halftime, 
and just leave the participation up to the 
audience members who get a chance 
to be a part of the show.

What does the name “Brooklyn, 
Stand Up” mean?

KC: If you’re from Brooklyn, there 
are certain things that are just catch 
phrases, like “Bed-Stuy, do or die.” 
When Biggie says, “Is Brooklyn in the 
house?,” we all go “Without a doubt!” So 
if you’re from Brooklyn, you know ex-
actly what “Brooklyn Stand up” means. 
It is personally significant. Brooklynites 
are a prideful people, so we represent no 
matter where we are. Some version of 
the term “Brooklyn, stand up” is in ev-
ery Brooklyn rap song, especially from 

the ’90s. It was everywhere, including 
the graffiti on the trains. It’s also a dou-
ble entendre, because it’s a stand up 
comedy show in Brooklyn. How awe-
some! When I purchased the website, 
I was shocked when I saw that no one 
had taken the name already. So, I’m 
from Brooklyn, I do stand up, and I own 
“Brooklyn, Stand Up!” I love it.

“Brooklyn, Stand Up” at 61 Local [61 
Bergen St. between Smith and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875–1150, 
www.brooklynstandupcomedy.com]. 
Feb. 1 at 8 pm. $5.  —Adam Ullian

Get up, stand up!
Kerry Coddett gets the audience to 
step up at her monthly comedy show

Stand in the place where you live: Brooklyn native Kerry Coddett 
hosts the monthly “Stand Up, Brooklyn” show at 61 Local.
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RIMSHOT
Inside Brooklyn’s 
comedy nights

LIVE IN CONCERT

Valentine’s
Weekend
Concert

DOORS OPEN: 7pm

1027 FLATBUSH AVENUE 
BROOKLYN NY 11226

P U R C H A S E
T I C K E T S  O N L I N E

WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM
FOR FURTHER INFO CALL:

(718) 282-8041       (800) 745-3000
PART PROCEEDS TO BE DONATED TO AFUWI SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND AND PROVIDENT CLINICAL SOCIETY OF BOOKLYN

HOSTED BY
RAY DEJON

SPECIAL GUEST

MAXI PRIEST

SAT.
FEB 11th

2K17
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By Camille Sperrazza

hen you’ve got 90 years 
of experience, you 
know how to throw 

awesome parties.
Their grandparents may 

have started Sirico’s Cater-
ing, but two cousins, Hercu-
les and Jim Sirico, are the ones 
that keep these parties going 
every night.

Weddings
A bit overwhelmed with all 

to be done? Your life just got 
easier because everything you 
need is coordinated by Sirico’s 
in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get mar-
ried here? Say the word, and the 

planner will say, “I do.” 
Food: They get it. It’s got 

to be good. With customized 
menus for every taste and bud-
get, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate 
room for the cocktail hour, then 
make their way to another for 
dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it moving 
all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos 
will be treasured for a lifetime, 
so Sirico’s works with proven 
photographers and videogra-
phers who make sure special 
moments are captured. The 
beautiful gardens and active 

fireplace in the lobby make 
perfect backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets 
the mood and atmosphere, so 
color-coordinate your event 
with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the stars 
with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright 
blue sky. Sirico’s has it all cov-
ered with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Sweet 16s
Busy moms can relax be-

cause Sirico’s party planner 
has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where 
the guest of honor can wait 
with friends before the intro-

ductions begin.
Tropical Bar: Say aloha to 

the place where teens enjoy 
drinks that include virgin pina 
coladas, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with 
fun food, customize designed 
to taste. Among the offerings: 
taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, 
there’s an ice cream sundae 
bar, candy tables, and Sirico’s 
famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from 
in-house designs and decora-
tions, tailored to teens. Bal-
loon center pieces are always 
a hit.

Other parties
Every special occasion calls 

for unique needs, and Siri-
co’s accommodates them all. 
Whether it’s an anniversary, 
retirement, Communion, Con-
firmation, corporate event, or 
other special occasion, Sirico’s 
is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that 
can accommodate up to 100, 
200, and 300 people. 

Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for 
all guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th 

Ave.between 80th and 81st 

streets in Dyker Heights, (718) 

331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 

Open Tuesdays through Sun-

days, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

[236 Kane St. at Tompkins 
Place in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–1550], www.kanestreet.
org/biff2017. 

FUNDRAISER, PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD: Tickled 
Hot Pink raises cash for 
Planned Parenthood with 
live dee-jay sets, an art 
auction, and open bar. 
$100–$400. 8 pm. Dobbin 
Street [64 Dobbin St. be-
tween Wythe and Nassau 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–0400], www.dob-
binst.com. 

SUN, JAN. 29
MUSIC, BLUEGRASS MASS: 

The Park Slope Singers will 
perform “The World Be-
loved: A Bluegrass Mass.” 
$15 ($10 seniors and stu-
dents). 3 pm. Church of 
Saint Saviour [611 Eighth 
Ave. at Sixth Street in Park 
Slope, (440) 320–8669], 
parkslopesingers.org. 

MUSIC, JACK QUARTET: The 
Carnegie hall Neighbor-
hood Concert Series pres-
ents this string quartet. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

MUSIC, CONTRA-TEMP: A 
contra-bass duo improvise 
tunes with interactive vid-
eos. $15. 7 pm. The Drawing 
Room [56 Willoughby St. 
between Lawrence and Jay 
streets; Third fl oor in Down-
town, (917) 836–2105], 
www.drawingroommusic.
com. 

MUSIC, RHETT MILLER: $20. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FAMILY, WINTER BASH: Kids’ 
band Mil’s Trills celebrates 
its seventh birthday. $15 
($45 family rate; infants 
in arms free). 10 am. The 
ShapeShifter Lab [18 Whit-
well Pl. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (646) 820–9452]. 

READING, “MERVIN THE 
SLOTH IS ABOUT TO DO 
THE BEST THING IN THE 
WORLD”: Illustrator and 
author Colleen Venable 
and Ruth Chan read from 
their kids’ book. Free. 11 
am. Community Bookstore 
[143 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075], www.communi-
tybookstore.net.

MUSIC, ROLIE POLIE GUA-
CAMOLE: The kids’ rock 
band releases its latest 
album “Live on the Fourth 
of July.” $25. 11 am. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

FILM, BROOKLYN ISRAEL 
FILM FESTIVAL, NIGHT 
THREE: A screening of 
“Vice Versa,” a drama 
about a terminally ill young 
woman refuses treatment 
and a yeshiva student who 
tries to change her mind. 
$16 ($36 for festival pass). 8 
pm. Kane Street Synagogue 
[236 Kane St. at Tompkins 
Place in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–1550], www.kanestreet.
org/biff2017. 

MON, JAN. 30
TOTALLY TOTS STUDIO: Chil-

dren make inspired artwork. 
Learn about Kehinde Wiley, 
Titus Kaphar, Alma thomas 
and Ebony Patterson. Free 
with museum admission. 10 
am. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

MODERATELY DIFFICULT 
TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 31
TALK, ISHION HUTCHINSON: 

The poet discusses his lat-
est work, “House of Lords 
and Commons,” about Ja-
maican landscapes and the 
17th Century English civil 
war. Free. 7 pm. Commu-
nity Bookstore [143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075], 
www.communitybookstore.
net. 

COMEDY, “OPHIRA AND 
ADIRA”: An awesome va-
riety show with comedy, 
music, magic, and more! 
Including comedians Ophira 
Eisenberg, Adira Amram 
and the Experience, and 
Becky Yamamoto. $10 ($8 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, VANITY: With Honey 
and Nastie Band. Free. 8 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

WED, FEB. 1
TALK, SOCIETY OF OLD 

BROOKLYNITES: Rob Fur-
man discusses the history 
of the Low family, the most 
infl uential family in Brooklyn 
during the 1800s. Free. 6:30 
pm. Borough Hall (209 Jora-
lemon St. at Court Street in 
Downtown). 

FILM, “THE MAN WHO 
LAUGHS”: The 1928 silent 
fi lm, which inspired the cre-
ation of Batman villain the 
Joker, gets a live soundtrack 
from Grammy winner Mi-
chael Leonhart and percus-
sionist Mauro Refosco. $34 
($29 in advance). 7 pm. Na-
tional Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

THURS, FEB. 2
TALK, KAYA GENÇ IN CON-

VERSATION WITH MOLLY 
CRABAPPLE: Kaya Genç 
will be joined by Molly Cra-
bapple to discuss his capti-
vating new book “Under the 
Shadow,” about rage and 
revolution in modern Tur-
key. Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

TALK, “CAPOTE”: A screen-
ing of the Truman Capote 
biopic that earned Philip 
Seymour Hoffman an 
Academy Award. Free. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, “THE MOON”: Begin-
ning as an epic poem in 
2014, Jarrod Beck’s “The 
Moon” addresses themes 
such as environmental 
devastation, the AIDS 
epidemic, and queer col-
lectivist anarchism through 
various performances with 
sculptures, dance, and text. 
Free. 7 pm. Smack Mellon 
[92 Plymouth St. at Wash-
ington Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 834–8761], www.
smackmellon.org. 

TALK, “THE ART OF THE 
MEMOIR”: Four memoir 
writers discuss their pro-
cess. Free. 7 pm. Commu-
nity Bookstore [143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075], 
www.communitybookstore.
net. 

MUSIC, MARCO BE-
NEVENTO: The rock pianist 
plays with Wolf! $18 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, FEB. 3
READING, GEORGE 

O’CONNOR: The creator 
of the graphic novel “Ar-
temis: Wild Goddess of the 
Hunt” hosts an after-school 
event with drawing activi-
ties. Free. 4 pm. Commu-
nity Bookstore [143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075], 
www.communitybookstore.
net. 

ART, “THE ALTAR, RITUALS 
OF HEALING IN THE AF-
RICAN DIASPORA”: An ex-
ploration of how art can in-
spire you when other forms 
fall short. With activities for 
kids and adults. Free. 6–9 
pm. Ingersoll Community 
Center (177 Myrtle Ave at 
Prince Street in Downtown), 
www.myrtleavenue.org. 

ART, WINTER FOLLIES: More 
than 30 local artists and 
performers have fi ve min-
utes to show the audience 
their best stuff, and the 
group with the most votes 
gets free rehearsal space. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Old First 
Reformed Church (729 Car-
roll St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope), http//www.
spokethehub.com. 

MUSIC, NEW BREW OPERA: 
Opera on Tap hosts an 
evening of drinks and con-
temporary classical music. 
$10 suggested donation. 8 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, ELDEST SON, THE 
DREAM EATERS, SLEEP 
HOSTAGE: $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, FEB. 4
ART, RED ENVELOPE SHOW 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Grumpy Bert gallery cel-
ebrates Chinese New Year 
with an exhibit of hundreds 
of pieces of original art on 
red envelopes, plus a lion 
dancer at 9 pm. Free. 6–9 
pm. Grumpy Bert (82 Bond 
Street between Pacifi c 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Boerum Hill), www.
grumpybert.com. 

FAMILY, GARDEN STORY 
TIME: Read garden-inspired 
stories alongside BBG vol-
unteers. Drop in anytime 
during program hours to 
join in. This is a drop-in pro-
gram for families with chil-
dren of all ages. Free with 
Garden admission. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
he library is having a Locke-
in!

An all-night philosophy 
marathon at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch starting 
on Jan. 28 will have brainy types 
tackling questions of morality, con-
sciousness, and the biggest head-
scratcher facing political phi-
losophers today: what’s the deal 
with Trump? One thinker aims to 
help Brooklynites who stay up all 
night worrying about the state of 
the country with his early-morn-
ing talk “Reasoning after Trump,” 
which moves past doom-and-gloom 
thinking. 

“I kind of want to challenge peo-
ple who are feeling dour and pessi-
mistic that things can be alright,” 
said Bhaskar Sunkara, a political 
writer, editor, and publisher of Ja-
cobin magazine. “Trump doesn’t 
have a mandate and the main way 
we confront him is with, to me, a 
degree of hope and optimism.” 

Sunkara, a Fort Greene resident, 

will deliver his Trump treatise at 
1:30 am, near the midway point of 
the 12-hour marathon, which will 
also feature talks from dozens of 
philosophers and thinkers, screen-
ings, readings, and music. 

There may be no reasoning with 
the commander-in-chief, said Sunk-
ara, but liberals should try engag-

ing his supporters on issues they 
both care about.

“I think with a strong minority 
of his supporters, maybe a third of 
them can be won over to a different 
set of ideas,” he said. “At the very 
least, we need to try to engage them 
with good faith arguments.” 

The talk will last about 20 minutes, 
he said, followed by a free exchange 
of ideas with the audience.

Other political panels that night 
include “The post-truth era: Mod-

ern politics and the linguistic turn” 
and “Understanding totalitarian-
ism,” along with lighter topics such 
as “What would Socrates do with 
pornography?” 

Sunkara said he is not a night 
owl and is usually in bed by mid-
night, but has a special strategy to 
keep himself awake throughout the 
program. 

“I don’t drink coffee, which is 
actually a good thing because if 
I have one cup at 6:30 pm I’ll be 

wired until 3 am,” he said. 
The marathon will include a 

breakfast at 5:30 am for those stay-
ing up for the final activity: a 7 
am dance performance from Trisha 
Brown Dance Company. 

A Night of Philosophy and 
Ideas at Brooklyn Public Library 
Central branch (10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway in Pros-
pect Heights, www.nightofphilos-
ophyandideas.com). Jan. 28–Jan. 
29, 7 pm–7 am. Free.

Kant stop, 
won’t stop
All-night philosophy fest

Think tank: (pictured right to left) The central branch of the Brooklyn Public Library will host a 
12-hour think-a-thon starting at 7 pm on Jan. 28. And Bhaskar Sunkara will give his talk “Reason-
ing after Trump” at the library during the wee hours of the morning of Jan. 29.
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Inspiring young women to 
be leaders of tomorrow. 

Now scheduling 
spring visit days 

for current 
7th grade students.

Call 
718.748.2244 

for more information.

Fontbonne Hall Academy
9901 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Sisters of  St. Joseph Schools
AFH

FONTBONNE HALL ACADEMY

We will be hosting a special museum 
exhibit on the life of our 16th president, 

Abraham Lincoln, provided by  the Gilder 
Lehrman, Institute of American History

Come see the students of Holy 
Angels portray your favorite 

presidents!
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017, 9:30 AM, 

“ALL WELCOME”

BUILDING • GROWING • SUCCEEDING

HOLY ANGELS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
337-74th  Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209  

www.HolyAngelsBayRidge.org

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, 01/29 12pm- 2pm 

Tues. 1/31 8-30am- 11:30am
Tours available any day 

by appointment call 718-238-5045

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEKWEEK  

STRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATIONSTRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATION DIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOLDIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOL

A
s we begin to celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week on Jan. 29, the theme — Cath-
olic schools: Communities of faith, 

knowledge, and service — definitely ap-
plies to the academies and parish schools 
within the Diocese of Brooklyn.

Today, the evangelistic mission of Cath-
olic education incorporates many priorities 
in addition to strengthening the Catholic 
identity within the academies and parish 
schools. The priorities of Catholic educa-
tion include: academic excellence, building 
enrollment and class capacity, sustaining 
the academy governance model, seeking 
new ways of funding the academies and 
parish school finances, and ensuring that 
our academies and parish schools are pre-
paring their students for future leadership 
throughout the area. Moreover, academies 
and parish schools within the Diocese of 
Brooklyn continue to prioritize strong sup-
port for the new evangelization.

Catholic identity in our academies and 
parish schools is always a priority here 
within the Diocese of Brooklyn. The cen-
trality of the faith guides Catholic educa-
tors each day as they diligently educate 
the children of God, who have been en-
trusted to our academies and parish schools 
by their parents. In addition, Catholic acad-
emies and parish school communities live 
the faith through daily prayer and life in 
the sacraments. Through the Pastoral As-
sistance Plan all pastors within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn are involved in the Mission of 
Catholic Education through the presence 
at liturgies, prayer services, and teaching 
of religion classes.

The subject our Catholic faith is unlike 
other academic subjects because it is not 
purely academic. Our faith is infused into 
all academic areas and our faith forms us. 
Pope Francis recognizes this when he notes 
that “Catholic schools, which always strive 
to join their work of education with the ex-
plicit proclamation of the Gospel, are a most 
valuable resource for the evangelization of 
culture.” (EG.134).

Throughout my years, I have met many 
leaders within our diocese who have been 
formed by the faith through Catholic ed-
ucation. There is great hope and promise 
for the future, as Catholic school children 
become the future leaders of our church 
and country. I firmly believe that “faith” 
is part of our Catholic academy and parish 
school culture, as is lived each day in the 
work done by our priests, principals, fac-
ulty, staff, parents, and students.

Catholic academies and parish schools 
within the Diocese of Brooklyn have a great 
commitment to academic excellence that is 
rooted in the faith-based mission of Cath-
olic education. Over the past number of 
years, we have continued our quest for ac-
ademic excellence and 21st-century learn-
ing. Without diminishing Catholic identity, 
pursuit of academic excellence has been a 
major priority. Through the implementa-
tion of the New York State Common Core 
Learning Standards and participation in the 
New York State Assessments for English 
language arts and math, we have prepared 
our students for the educational challenges 
that they will face in secondary school and 

Well-rounded
Communities of faith, knowledge, and service

See WELL-ROUNDED  on page 11

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



10  AWP  January 27–February 2, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

WE’RE SAVING 
A SEAT 
FOR YOU!

Now Registering for Fall 2017
Pre-K for All - 8th Grade

FIND AN OPEN HOUSE 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

NG 

7

Designed by DeSales Media Group
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NURSERY – 8TH GRADE
For more information, call  718-768-8000

or visit out website at www.saintsaviourcatholicacademy.org
Susan Walsh, Principal Julian Parham Santana, Director of Admissions, Marketing, and Development

SAINT SAVIOUR CATHOLIC ACADEMY
701 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215

VISIT US: Spend a day on our campus as a “Clipper for a Day”
and experience what life is like as a Clipper
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X A V E R I A N

X AV E R I A N

For more information, please contact Xaverian’s Offi  ce of Admissions at (718) 836-7100 x117 or admissions@xaverian.org 
7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209  |  www.xaverian.org/admissions  |  TACHS #011

A Catholic, co-educational, college preparatory school in the tradition of the Xaverian 
Brothers since 1957, Xaverian off ers:

 A cutting edge, one-to-one learning  environment with iPads for every student 

 Project and problem-based learning  through hands-on classroom experiences  
within the Michael T. Strianese ‘74 STEM  Program, Xaverian’s highly acclaimed  
Science, Technology, Engineering, and  Math curriculum in conjunction with  
Project Lead the Way 

 College counseling and Internship Program 

 College credit opportunities available through numerous AP, St. John’s University,  
and Syracuse University courses

 College placements at prestigious schools  such as Brown University, Columbia  
University, Cornell University, Georgetown  University, Macaulay Honors at CUNY, 
New  York University, Princeton University,  University of Notre Dame, University 
of  Pennsylvania, US Military Academy at West  Point, and US Naval Academy, 
with  the class of 2016 earning $36,880,924 in  scholarships! 

 Unique extracurricular off erings,  including the renowned MAX (Music at  
Xaverian) Program, as well as a competitive athletic program for boys  and girls

XAVERIAN NOW 
OFFERS PARENT TOUR THURSDAYS. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 
AT 718-836-7100 X117

PRIVATE BUS SERVICE 
AVAILABLE!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

college. Our principals and 
teachers have dedicated them-
selves to professional develop-
ment opportunities to ensure 
that they have an understand-
ing of the necessary tools and 
resources to meet the educa-
tional needs of all our stu-
dents. Within this edition of 
the Tablet, you will note the 
progress that our students 
have made in both ELA and 
math. I applaud and thank the 
principals and teachers for all 
their hard work, dedication, 
and commitment to Catho-
lic education.

We must continue to pro-
vide our students with the 
basic tools necessary to be 
successful in this time of 
ever-changing technology. 
Through effective partner-
ships with DeSales Media 
Corporation, our academies 
and parish schools have been 
provided with a number of 
technology initiatives that 
have greatly enhanced the 
technology infrastructure 
in our academies and par-
ish schools. Through vari-
ous programs and effective 
local planning by the academy 
boards, our principals have 
been able to provide students 
with: iPads, laptops, SMART 
Boards, SMART Tables, and 
impressive multimedia labs. 
The goal is to continue to en-
sure that our academies and 
parish schools are equipped 
with the technology that will 
allow our students to be suc-
cessful in the future.

Through the continued 
generosity of the St. Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton Trust, we 
are able to provide students 
with innovative programs 
that enhance the academic 
program.  

In addition, the efforts of 
Futures in Education are es-
sential to the support of Cath-
olic education within the Di-
ocese of Brooklyn. Through 
their generous support, over 
$7 million is given to more 
than 5,000 for need-based 
scholarships. 

Our parents make the sac-
rifice each day to enroll their 
children in the academies and 

Continued from page 9

Well-rounded...

parish schools within the Di-
ocese of Brooklyn. We rec-
ognize all of their efforts to 
support Catholic education 
and their desire to ensure 
that their children are pre-
pared for the future. As the 
primary educators, parents 
play a vital role in the part-
nership among parish, acad-
emy/parish school and the 
home. 

Pursuit of academic ex-
cellence and knowledge is 
a priority. Through partner-
ships with various agencies, 
collaboration with the sec-
ondary schools, colleges and 
universities, and the guid-
ance of the staff of the Of-
fice of the Superintendent 
– Catholic  School Support 
Services, we are in a posi-
tion to continue our efforts 
toward achieving the goals 
associated with academic 
excellence.

Service to other is a key 
tenet of our Catholic faith, for 
Christ tells us that “if anyone 
wishes to be first, he shall be 
last of all and the servant of 
all” (Mark 9:35). Just as our 
parishes do a great deal of 

service work within the com-
munity, our parish schools 
and academies are partners 
in this important work.

Also of important service 
is the work of our Board of 
Directors in our academies. 
This new ministry for lay 
leadership is essential to 
the success of the mission 
of Catholic education within 
the Diocese of Brooklyn. 
Through their time, talent, 
and expertise, they provide 
service to our academy gov-
ernance model. Their work 
continues to build our com-
munities of learning and all 
their efforts is advancing the 
mission of Catholic educa-
tion within the Diocese of 
Brooklyn.

As we look at Catholic 
education within the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn, I would 
like to highlight some final 
reflections:

• We offer an education 
that combines Catholic faith 
and teachings with academic 
excellence.

• We partner with parents 
in the faith formation of their 
children.

• We set high standards for 
student achievement and help 
them succeed.

• We provide a balanced 
academic program that in-
tegrates faith, culture, and 
life.

• We use technology to 
effectively enhance edu-
cation.

• We instill in students the 
value of service.

• We prepare students to 
be productive citizens and 
future leaders.

• We cultivate a faculty 
and staff who are dedicated, 
caring, and effective.

This Catholic Schools 
Week, schedule a visit to 
one of the parish schools 
and academies within the 
Diocese of Brooklyn to wit-
ness and experience commu-
nities of faith, knowledge, 
and service.

May they continue to grow 
and flourish all the more, 
and may God bless all their 
work, so that it is realized 
in the lives of the students 
and families throughout this 
great city.

Saint Saviour Catholic Acad-
emy prepares students 

from nursery to grade eight for 
higher education. At SSCA we 
educate children from all walks 
of life in a nurturing and sup-
portive Catholic environment. 
Beginning in our early childhood 
program our teachers create an 
exciting, developmentally ap-
propriate curriculum encourag-
ing the children to explore their 
world through hands-on activi-
ties. Our elementary grades of-
fer a balanced curriculum of rig-
orous academics and a vibrant 
arts/music program paired with 
the spiritual teachings of Ca-
tholicism. Technology, including 
SMART Boards, computers, and 
tablets are integrated through-
out our elementary grades along 

with a 1:1 Google Chromebook 
program in our middle school.

We believe that education en-
compasses the academic, social, 
and spiritual needs of the learner, 
and try our best to differentiate 
instruction so that we can sup-
port various learning styles and 
needs. In addition, each student’s 
success is often dependent upon 
how they feel socially within a 
classroom. If they feel safe and 
comfortable in their classroom 
community, they will be willing 
to take risks and share ideas with 
one another. To this end, we have 
implemented the Responsive 
Classroom Approach throughout 
our academy. This approach cen-
ters on positive language to maxi-
mize learning and consistency 
among classrooms.

Our academy is located in the 
heart of Park Slope. Our neigh-
borhood is known for its his-
toric buildings and architecture, 
diversity, cultural attractions, 
proximity to Prospect Park, and 
convenient access to public trans-
portation, which our academy 
takes full advantage of to enrich 
our curriculum.  Once a week, our 
second graders attend swim les-
sons at the Prospect Park YMCA 
while our sixth–eighth graders 
enjoy physical education enrich-
ment at the Park Slope Armory 
YMCA. Our students have also 
participated in programs such 
as the Shakespeare Residency at 
The Brooklyn Academy of Music 
(BAM), Brooklyn Connections 
at The Brooklyn Public Library, 
and more in New York City.

Saint Saviour Catholic Academy
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On your time, at your pace, for fun or for credit. 

Why choose Fusion Academy for summer school? Our classes are the epitome 
of flexibility. Sleep in. Go on vacation. Start anytime. Finish early. It’s up to you.  

Fusion Academy is an accredited school for grades 6 through 12. We provide 
a comprehensive learning solution for students of all ages, on their terms, fit 
to their schedule, and crafted to support their unique learning style. We offer 
academic tutoring, enrichment, and classes for credit - all just one teacher 
and one student per classroom.

For more information visit: FusionSummerClass.com

Fusion Brooklyn
718.522.3286
FusionBrooklyn.com
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1004
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Fusion Academy is a revolu-
tionary community of learning 
where positive relationships un-
lock academic potential. Classes 
are one-to-one: one student and 

one teacher per classroom. This 
allows us to personalize and cus-
tomize curriculum for each stu-
dent’s unique strengths, interests, 
and learning style.

 Our supportive staff and cam-
pus environment provide a safe 
space for students to flourish emo-
tionally, socially, and academi-
cally. It includes a state-of-the-art 
recording studio and mixed-media 
art studio for students to express 
their creativity. Our Homework 
Café® is where students complete 
their homework before they leave 
for the day with supervision and 

help from a teacher.
 Classes are offered at three 

levels: essential, college prep, and 
honors. From algebra to yoga and 
everything in between, we have a 
wide variety of classes to choose 
from. Students can enroll full-
time, take classes for credit, or uti-
lize our tutoring services.

 Thinking about summer 
school? Fusion’s summer options 
give students the chance to build a 
summer school around their inter-
ests. Take a class for credit, or just 
for fun. Try one of our unique pro-
grams, or stick with the basics.

 Could Fusion be right for your 
child? Connect with us at Fusion-
Brooklyn.com to start a conversa-
tion and learn more about our pro-
grams.

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A Revolutionary Way
to School in Brooklyn

Tell us one small thing you’ll do to strengthen  
your community, and we’ll waive your enrollment fee.

YMCANYC.ORG/JOIN

Smile more. Listen better. Eat healthier. Recycle everything. Be more positive. Shop local. Volunteer. Say hello. Speak up.
TryTryy so sometmethinhinhing nng ew.ew.. C  C llall more. T Te txt lesless. s. SeeSee the othether side. Be undenderstrstandandingingg T. Takeake a a walwalk.k. Be Be helpfupp l. Make ae a fr frieniend.d. 
Learn about other cultures. Pick up litter just becaususe. e ResRe pect your neighbors. Thank your driver. Bike e more. Be polpoliteite.
SavSave ee enerne gy.gy. Pay iy t forward.  Shovel for a neighbor in need. Be a goog d friend. Try to remember names more. Give directioons ns
even though there’s gs googooglle. Look botboth wh ays. Honk less. Have your metretro co cardard re readyady. K. Keepeep mo movinv g. Become self-aware
WipWipWipe de de downownown mymy my mama machichine.ne. Fi Find nd inninner er peapeace.ce. DoDo Don’tn’tn t wawa wait,it,it, juu justtst medmedmeditaitaitatete.te. EEa Eat tt togeogethether. r. AskAsk ho how aw are re youyou? A? And ndnd meameamean in in it.t.t. GivGivGive uee uup mmp myy y 
restaurant reservation. Give up my seat on the subway.ay. Be Be nice to tourists in Time Square. Accept that the LL tr train iss go goinging 
tto bbe be ddowdown fn fn oror a wa whilhilee. TurTurTurrn mn mn my hy hy headeadeaddphophop nesnesss do do dd wnwn. StSt StStopopopop intintintinterrerrerrerruptuptuu inging C. Compomplailain ln ln lessessess La La Laughhughugh atat atat soso sosomeomeomeonene eveeveeen in inn if tf ttf theyheyheyhey aar a are ne notot 
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STRETCH YOURSELF 
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

1121 Bedford Avenue  |  ymcanyc.org/bedstuy

CONEY ISLAND

2980 West 29th Street  |  ymcanyc.org/coneyisland

DODGE

225 Atlantic Avenue  |  ymcanyc.org/dodge

FLATBUSH

��������	
����������������������������	
��

GREENPOINT

99 Meserole Avenue  |  ymcanyc.org/greenpoint

NORTH BROOKLYN

570 Jamaica Avenue  |  ymcanyc.org/northbrooklyn

PARK SLOPE ARMORY

361 15th Street  |  ymcanyc.org/parkslopearmory

PROSPECT PARK

357 Ninth Street  |  ymcanyc.org/prospectpark

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER

twitter.com/
Brooklyn_Paper
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The cost of college tu-
ition concerns parents from 
all walks of life. While col-
lege continues to get more ex-
pensive, it remains a worthy 
investment.

In its 2015–16 “College 
Planning Essentials” report, 
J.P. Morgan Asset Manage-
ment dispelled the growing 
notion that a college educa-
tion is not worth the student 
loan debt many young adults 
assume to earn their degrees. 
The report noted that col-
lege graduates earn 38 per-
cent more than high school 
graduates, even after factor-
ing in student loans. The re-
port also noted that the re-
turn on investing in college 
is nearly $1 million more in 
lifetime earnings. What’s 
more, a 2013 report from the 
Georgetown University Cen-
ter on Education and Work-
force projected a shortage of 
five million college-educated 
workers by 2020, suggesting 
that college graduates will be 
in high demand by the start 
of the next decade.

While such figures high-
light the importance of a col-
lege education, they may do 
little to ease parents’ concerns 
about how to finance that ed-
ucation. While saving enough 
money for college may seem 
impossible, parents can take 
steps to decrease the likeli-
hood that their kids will need 
to take on substantial loans to 
support their education.

Start early 
The earlier parents start 

saving for college, the more 
money their children will 
have to finance their educa-
tion. Parents may not realize 
just how much college tuition 
is rising compared to other 
expenses. 

According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics Con-
sumer Price Index, the cumu-
lative percent price change of 
college tuition between 1983 
and 2015 dwarfed the price 
changes of other expenses. For 
example, while the cumula-
tive price change of housing 
rose 143 percent during that 
period, the cost of college tu-
ition rose 722 percent over the 
same period. 

The earlier parents start 
saving for college, the more 
they can take advantage of 
compound interest that many 
college savings plans offer. 

Schedule automatic 
monthly contributions 
to college savings 
accounts 

Parents learn to expect the 
unexpected soon after their 
children are born. Unforeseen 
expenses may tempt parents to 
reduce or skip their monthly 
college savings account con-
tributions. 

Reduced or missed con-
tributions can add up over 
time, however, potentially 
reducing the totals in your 
child’s account by a sub-
stantial amount. Set up au-
tomatic contributions with 
your bank or portfolio man-
ager so you are not tempted 
to use the money you set aside 
each month for college to fi-
nance other expenses.

Increase your 
contributions each year 

Increasing your annual 
college savings contribu-
tions each year can help the 

Tips on saving for college
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

accounts keep pace with the 
inflation rate of college tu-
ition costs. While you might 
not match that rate, increas-
ing contributions each year by 
as little as five percent won’t 

greatly affect your overall 
budget but can have a con-
siderable impact on college 
savings. 

Saving for college can seem 
like a daunting task. Yet par-

ents of young children can 
quell their fears about college 
tuition costs by making a plan 
now and sticking to it until 
kids are ready to enroll in a 
college or university.  
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The Vascular Institute
of New York
Welcomes 

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
Vascular medicine specialist and 

vascular surgeon

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
960 50th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11219

www.VascularNYC.com
Call for your appointment

718-438-0067
Open Mondays–Sundays
8AM-6PM

Dr. Blumberg is a Board-certifi ed internist
who has dedicated 100% of her time 

to the management of vascular diseases. 
Working in a modern 

4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, 
Dr. Blumberg focuses 

on minimally invasive techniques that target 
women and underserved minorities.

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue pro�ling 

the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley For More Information: 
718-260-8340 | atarley@cnglocal.com

gaycitynews.nyc  |  cnglocal.com

DON’T MISS OUT

The shower is where 
America does it — 
in private, with no 

one judging, just because it 
feels good.

I’m talking about singing, 
of course, that once-univer-
sal pastime that uplifts the 
soul, re-boots the body, and 
doesn’t demand a monthly fee. 
So why aren’t we singing all 
the time? 

In “La La Land,” the hit 
movie that may sweep the 
Oscars, everyone on screen 
bursts into song. Yes, that’s 
what a musical is: an embar-
rassing admission that we’re 
all a-tingle with music, just 
waiting for the chance to ex-
plode. But aside from Disney, 
most moviemakers have not 
been pumping out song-and-
dance movies for, oh, about 
half a century. There’s a reason 
more Americans knew Carrie 
Fisher than her mom, Debbie 
Reynolds, star of “Singin’ in 
the Rain.” Musicals were once 
the most American of mov-
ies. Now action movies are. 
But with the success of “La 
La Land,” that may be about 

to change — and maybe we’ll 
change, too.

Singing is so basic to hu-
man happiness, some scientists 
believe it might have evolved 
even before language. It was 
the way stories were passed 
down before writing, because 
it is a lot easier to remember 
a song than a paragraph. And 
that’s why kids still sing their 
ABC’s — our brains are built 
to embed music.

But Americans (heck, hu-
mans) have been singing less 
and less ever since technology 
started to do it for us. While 
in the pre-Edison era most 
middle class families had a 
piano around which to sing, 
the record player and radio 
made it easy to hear music 
anytime. The smartphone 

made it even easier.
And since the people sing-

ing on tape, television, and 
iTunes (but not necessarily 
YouTube) sing better than the 
rest of us, we started to be-
lieve that this is a task, like 
neurosurgery, best left to the 
professionals. So, barring the 
occasional “Jingle Bells,” or 
“Happy Birthday,” most of us 
sing only to ourselves if we 
sing at all. 

What would it take for us 
to bring singing back into our 
everyday lives?

Make singing a regular 
part of school: By the time 
kids are in eighth grade, only 
a third have a music class. 
What’s more, there doesn’t 
seem to be much agreement 
on which songs to teach. So 

even though my kids went 
to public school, K–12, they 
don’t know “My Country ’Tis 
of Thee” or even “I’ve Been 
Working on the Railroad.” You 
can argue that we have a wider 
world now, but sharing at least 
a few songs is an easy way for 
people to connect.

Stop trying to sing like 
Mariah: Nowadays when 
we sing, we think we have 
to sound like the professionals. 
(See: Karoake.) But that’s like 
saying that anyone who wants 
to play basketball shouldn’t 
bother unless he has the word 
“Jordan” in his name. Sing-
ing is actually a skill that al-
most everyone gets better at 
the more they do it.

Establish your own glee 
club: Around the country, 
people are starting informal 
groups where people get to-
gether and sing. This sounds 
so fun that I’m thinking of 
starting one myself — pro-
vided everyone sings better 
than I do.

Lenore Skenazy is author 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

Let the people sing!

By Lenore Skenazy

The question is not 
whether we will be 
extremists, but what 
kind of extremists we will 
be… The nation and the 
world are in dire need of 
creative extremists. 

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

A s I gathered friends 
and family on inau-
guration night, and 

banged hard on the drum and 
sang out loud and strong, my 
boys stared at me. I could feel 
the words they did not say — 
“Weirdo.” “Crazy hippie.” — 
but I kept on. 

I’d forced them down from 
upstairs to participate in our 
“Spirit Night,” to hear the sing-
ing bowl from soul-cheering 
healer Phyllis Kanti Berg, and 
the beautiful song-leading from 
songstress extraordinaire Terry 
Radigan. I wanted them to take 
a roll of thin black tape offered 

to them from my friend, Clau-
dia Vieira, a great Brazilian art-
ist, and to express themselves 
freely on the big white rectan-
gular paper on the floor with 
the map of the United States in 
the middle. Young Madeleine 
Le Du sang her heart out, and 
we drummed, and hummed 
and made noise. Guests made 
“God’s Eyes” out of sticks and 
yarn, taking a page from the 
 Huichol  and  Tepehuan  Indians 
of western Mexico to create 
these symbols of “seeing and 
understanding that which is un-
known and unknowable.” 

Life, after all, is a mystery, 

and such symbols of protec-
tion can offer solace.

The kids disappeared to 
their video games after a bit — 
before they had a chance to take 
a turn with the deer antler and 
offer up their thoughts about 
the present state of the world 
in song or spoken word. But 
they were there to witness the 
kind of “inauguration” I want 
to see, the new beginning filled 
with creativity and the power 
of personal expression.

In the last few months, in-
stead of allowing myself to get 
despondent about the divisive-
ness of our country, I have been 

Go extreme hippie buoyed by the surge of energy 
for seeing and understanding 
things as they are, for people’s 
seeming interest in really delv-
ing into what’s going on versus 
just taking in what they can be 
handed easily by others. What-
ever else this new dawn brings, 
that is the silver lining, that we 
recognize how each and every 
one of us can play a role, in-
stead of sitting back and just 
listening, or watching.

I want my kids to see how 
important it is to gather together 
with friends and make music 
and art, to believe in and create 
the world they want to see for 
themselves and others, to sing 
out loud and strong about their 
hopes and dreams. Getting cre-
ative about our goals and aspi-
rations without too much fo-
cus on what might get in our 
way toward achieving them is 
crucial to making dreams pos-
sible. That’s what I’m trying 
to model in my own neighbor-
hood and in places that are less 
advantaged, and it feels more 
crucial than ever.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson
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