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SINCE 1864, WE’VE BEEN THE BANK FOR BROOKLYN.

Dime Community Bank

By Lauren Gill 
and Ruth Brown
for Brooklyn Paper

He blew it!
Gov. Cuomo should’ve con-

sulted with local residents and 

pols about his plans to blow up 
the old Kosciuszko Bridge instead 
of announcing it via a television 
interview last week, they said at a 
press conference last Friday, and 
demanded state reps meet with 

them to assuage their fears that 
the demolition will pollute Green-
point’s air. 

“I was really angry,” said Laura 
Hoffman, who has been on a local 
advisory committee for the bridge 

Greenpointers mad over Kosciuszko Bridge demolition

BIG BANG BOMBS
project alongside husband Michael 
for 13 years. “Up until now it’s 
been a great working relation-
ship … so it came as quite a big 
shock that the governor came on 
TV and said that the bridge was 
being imploded.”

The state needs to get rid of 
the old 1930s incarnation of the 
Kosciuszko to make way for the 
second of  two replacement spans , 
and Cuomo  boasted in an in-
terview on CBS2 last Tuesday  
that he’ll do that as quickly as 
possible this summer by blow-
ing it up. 

Actually, it’ll be more of an im-
plosion, and only the approaches on 
the Greenpoint and Queens sides 
will be detonated — the central 
span will be lowered into a barge 
and sailed off into the sunset, of-
ficials later clarified.

It is supposed to be a series of 
“small, surgical explosions,” not a 
big bang with smoke, Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D–Greenpoint) told 
the crowd — still, she said, state 
reps should’ve met with locals and 
told them that first.

“If a significant explosion is be-
ing made, the community should 

be consulted first,” she said. 
Greenpoint has long been the 

city’s pollution punching bag — 
the Newtown Creek is full of  oil  
and  poop ,  waste-transfer stations 
line the streets , and much of the 
soil is  still soaked with toxic 
waste  from the neighborhood’s 
industrial past — and locals say 
they want to ensure the demoli-

tion isn’t going to make things 
any dirtier.

“Making sure the air quality is 
there for us, for our kids is so im-
portant,” said Williamsburg Dem-
ocratic district leader Tommy Tor-
res, who also runs a Little League 
in the area. 

A rep for Cuomo responded by 
insisting that implosion is the “saf-

est” way to get rid of the spans. 
The state had planned on telling 

locals about the plan at the next 
community meeting, said spokes-
man Jon Weinstein — although he 
couldn’t give a date for that.  

The rest of the state’s response 
was a swipe at Borough President 
Adams for organizing the press 
conference. 

Mike and Laura Hoffman were so outraged when they found out about the bridge explo-
sions from the news, they put it on their shirts.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s trouble over bridged 
waters!

Gov. Cuomo and Borough 
President Adams both accused 
the other of “grandstanding” 
and misleading the public over 
plans to blow up the old Ko-
sciuszko Bridge last Friday, af-
ter the Beep held a press con-
ference slamming the state 
leader for making the surprise 
announcement without telling 

IMPLOSION EXPLOSION!
Beep, Cuomo trade insults over Kosciuszko

locals and him first.
It all started when  Cuomo 

dropped the bombshell  that he’s 
going “blow up” the bridge on 

CBS2 last Tuesday — although 
officials later walked back the 
bravado, clarifying that it will 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re right on the money. 
A new Department of Finance 

report shows Brooklyn Bridge Park 
stands to rake in $300 million more 
from private development than it 
originally projected, claim activ-
ists — and locals say the figures 
vindicate their  long-contested   alle-
gations  that the park doesn’t need 
to erect any more housing to cover 
its costs. 

“We knew that we were right 
and, big surprise, we were right,” 
said Judi Francis, president of advo-
cacy group Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Defense Fund. 

Private buildings in the water-

front meadow pay the park an an-
nual tax based on their value, which 
is calculated by the Department of 
Finance, and park honchos use that 
cash to pay for its upkeep.

But the numbers projected in the 
park’s budget are well below the 
agency’s latest valuations, influ-
ential local civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association claims in 
new court filings.

In what it describes as the most 
“graphic” illustration of the dispar-
ity, the park’s budget values the 
new luxury Pierhouse condo com-
plex at $147 per square foot — but 
the Department of Finance’s lat-
est calculations say it is actually 
worth $230 per square foot, the 

group says. 
Across the whole park’s devel-

opment, the agency’s latest valua-
tions show it will reap $300 million 
more than it initially anticipated 
over the next 50 years, the civic 
council estimates.

The association  is suing the 
quasi-private organization that 
runs the green space  to stop  two 
controversial new towers at Pier 6,  
claiming it is violating an agree-
ment that it will only allow the min-
imum amount of development in 
the park necessary to cover main-
tenance costs. 

One of the group’s key argu-
ments is that the park’s bean-coun-
ters have undervalued Pierhouse to 

justify going ahead with  the addi-
tional apartment blocks .

The park’s board members ap-
proved the towers last summer, even 
though opponents at the time ar-
gued that they should wait until 
the finance department’s assess-
ments for the 2018 fiscal year came 
out in January for a more accurate 
picture of the park’s finances and 
Pierhouse’s true value. 

Now the critics have been vin-
dicated, Francis says. 

“There’s absolutely no need for 
more housing,” she said. “There’s an 
incredible necessity for more park-
land and this is the place to do it.” 

By way of response, the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Corporation of-

fered only a statement that said the 
Heights Association’s claims are 
wrong and that the Pier 6 project 
is needed.

“We have repeatedly made clear 
the necessity and merits of this proj-
ect, and look forward to respond-
ing to the BHA’s erroneous claims 
in court,” said David Lowin, the 
park’s interim president. 

Francis said the statement re-
minded her of another president. 

“That’s pretty damn pathetic that 
they could possibly be fighting this 
reality,” she said. “Their response 
is Trumpian and they should be 
ashamed of themselves.”

The case will go to court on 
March 6.

Activists: City fi gures show Bridge Park undervaluing its buildings by $300M

Park pays for itself — and more

These are the towers Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos plan to 
erect at Pier 6.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

You can call him “the fuzz.”
A cat named Martin is the new-

est member of the 60th Precinct. 
Officers found the tabby at their 
Coney Island station house, but 
instead of dropping him off at the 
nearest animal shelter, they took 
him in and convinced the pre-
cinct’s top cop to adopt the fur-
ball as their collective pet. Now 
Martin cuddles up to police in 
their down time, according to the 
commanding officer.

“He cheers up the officers af-
ter their shifts,” said Deputy In-
spector William Taylor. “I fell in 
love with the little guy.”

Martin — named for Police Of-
ficer Martin DiCostanza, who ad-
vocated for keeping him at the 
station — has free rein of the 
building, but his command cen-
ter is Taylor’s office, where he 
regularly greets the top cop in 

the mornings, curled up in his of-
fice chair. Taylor foots the bill for 
food and treats, but officers had 
to get the mouser fixed, micro-
chipped, and up-to-date on his 
shots — and deal with the litter 
box, Taylor said.

“I told them, ‘I have two cats at 
home and two dogs, and I don’t have 
a problem with it, but we gotta get 
a litter box and you have to clean 
out the litter box,’ ” he said.

Some precincts have resident 
kitties to help with pest problems, 
but rodents are not a big issue in 
the 60th Precinct’s home base — 
and instead Martin has become a 
mascot, according to Taylor.

“He runs all over the place,” 
said Taylor. “Everyone just loves 
him.”

On paw-trol!
Meet Martin, the 60th Precinct’s 
own adorable station house cat

The 60th Precinct adopted Martin after someone aban-
doned the furball on the precinct’s doorstep late last year.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Secret documents found stashed 
in the district attorney’s office 
show former Park Slope Assem-
blyman Jim Brennan withheld 
crucial evidence that may have 
spared Sunset Park attorney John 
O’Hara from his  notorious wrong-
ful voter-fraud conviction , alleges a 
new civil suit O’Hara filed against 
ousted District Attorney Charles 
Hynes.

The suit claims Hynes directed 
Brennan to conduct his own in-
vestigation into the bogus allega-
tions that resulted in O’Hara be-
ing disbarred and disgraced back 
in 1997 — acting in the place of 
detectives in order to circumvent 
laws requiring prosecutors to hand 
over any exonerating evidence they 
find to a grand jury.

“It was very cunning,” O’Hara 
said. “He had Brennan do it off 
the books.”

O’Hara is suing Hynes and 

O’Hara’s fi ght goes on
Suing ex-DA Hynes for voter-fraud conviction

other prosecutors for $25 mil-
lion for the allegedly malicious 
conviction that left him branded 
a criminal for two decades, and 
was  overturned in January  fol-
lowing an investigation kicked 
off by Hynes’s late successor 

Ken Thompson.
Hynes leveled a seven-count 

felony indictment against O’Hara 
in 1996 alleging he voted in the 
wrong election district, after 
O’Hara mounted numerous un-
successful bids for office against 
the top prosecutor’s allies — in-
cluding two challenges for Bren-
nan’s Assembly seat.

Throughout it all, O’Hara sus-
pected his runs against Brennan 
were the cause of his downfall, but 
it wasn’t until Thompson’s Con-
viction Review Unit — set up to 
overturn Hynes’s many wrongful 
convictions — last year uncovered 
three boxes of documents from 
the original case that he finally 
found proof, he said. 

Amongst the documents were 
notes written by the case’s pros-
ecutor John O’Mara, which al-
legedly describe Brennan and 
his staff posing as journalists 
to question O’Hara’s neighbors 

Sunset Park attorney John 
O’Hara was cleared of his 
20-year-old conviction for il-
legal voting earlier this year.
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See BRIDGE  on page 2

See O’HARA  on page 9
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If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor
call Ralph D’Onofrio 

at 718-260-2510 
or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The Allure Group

SPONSORS:

Sunday, March 19th

10am–3:30pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway 
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The event will feature: 

   eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com
   or call (718) 260-4552

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

FREE Admission
Register now
at eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coff ee, Tea & Refreshments

Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  
Come to the

actually be an implosion, and 
it will just be the bridge’s ap-
proaches, as the center will be 
taken away via barge. 

Adams then held  his 
presser  with local activists 
on Feb. 24, complaining 
that they had only found out 
about the explosive plans from 
that interview, and claiming 
the demolition could pollute 
the area. 

“The community at large 
and the local electeds should 
not find out from reading in 
the tabloids any new meth-
ods that are used that could 
potentially damage the cli-
mate cleanup that we have at-
tempted to do in this commu-

nity,” he said.
A rep for Cuomo responded 

by accusing the Beep of being 
all bluster about something 
he’d never been interested in 
before — claiming Adams had 
skipped five briefings on the 
project and turning down two 
tours of the site.

“Implosion is the safest 
and the most efficient plan so 
any theatrics or grandstand-
ing from community leaders 
is not only unnecessary but 
entirely misleading,” said 
Jon Weinstein. “We are sur-
prised that the borough pres-
ident suddenly has an inter-
est in this project.”

Adams’s office fired back 
claiming he had representa-

tives at the meetings and that 
it was ridiculous for the gover-
nor to criticize his little press 
conference given his own re-
cent history. 

“It is shameful, yet pre-
dictable, for the Governor to 
claim that community con-
cerns about environmental 
health and safety amount to 
‘grandstanding,’ ” said Bor-
ough Hall spokesman Ste-
fan Ringel. “It’s ironic that 
an office prone to theatrical 
displays like the month-long 
opening of the Second Ave-
nue Subway would compare a 
mere press conference to their 
own preferred tactics.”

Ringel added that the state 
failed to mention its implo-
sion plans  in its 2008 envi-
ronmental impact statement  
for the project, which seems 
to suggest the approaches will 

be dismantled via crane. 
The state then offered up 

 an obscure 2013 state De-
partment of Transportation 
document  giving responses 
to questions submitted dur-
ing the contracting process, 
which says that explosives 
could be used to say sayo-
nara to the span. That was 
question 160.

Adams is demanding state 
officials now meet with locals 
to discuss the demolition plan 
and answer their questions 
about it. Weinstein claimed 
that was the plan all along 
— but couldn’t give a date 
for the gathering. 

Mayor DeBlasio, Cuo-
mo’s usual nemesis and spar-
ring partner,  was busy  being 
grilled by federal prosecutors 
over his fund-raising scandal 
last Friday. 

Continued from page 1

BRIDGE...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The organizers of contro-
versial Williamsburg pop-up 
nightclub the Brooklyn Mi-
rage — which the city caught 
selling booze without a permit, 
then shut twice for fire hazards 
last year — are pleading for 
the community to give them 
a fourth chance so they can re-
open the massive outdoor venue 
at Stewart Avenue and Mese-
role Street this summer.

The party planners came to 
Community Board 1 earlier 
this month seeking its blessing 
for a liquor license, and went 
all out to win members over 
— spending tens of thousands 
of dollars to lobby local poli-
ticians, hiring a former Police 
Department bigwig to design 
their security plan, and prom-
ising a special private hotline 
for locals to complain about 
problems — as first reported 
by  DNA Info .

But some members still 
say it’ll take more than that 
to win their trust back.

“No, of course [I don’t trust 
them],” said Jan Peterson, a 
Community Board 1 mem-
ber and longtime Williams-
burger. “There’s too much 

Nightclub in W’burg 
wants fourth chance

Buildings honcho, to ensure 
its structures are up to snuff, 
he said. 

Bildstein also promised the 
venue would host events other 
than parties, such as farmers 
markets, film screenings, and 
dance classes for seniors. 

Davila — who attended a 
large meeting about the Mi-
rage with area pols at Borough 
Hall last summer and has met 
with Bildstein and lobbyists in 
private meetings twice since 
then — urged the board mem-
bers to give the party palace 
another chance.

“We’ve shut them down 
badly, and you know what, 
that shows a lot when you 
come back and face this crowd 
here and say ‘no, I’m listen-
ing to you, I understand what 
you’re saying, and we’re fol-
lowing the rules,’ ” he said.

Borough President Adams 
is also backing the application, 
although he claims he didn’t 
meet with any lobbyists.

He says the venue will 
bring jobs and entertainment 
to Brooklynites, and believes 
that the most effective way to 
police law-breaking promot-
ers is to fine them, not close 
their venues.

“Addressing consumer 
violations should be done 
by education or fine, not by 
threatening people’s jobs,” 
said the Beep’s spokesman 
Stefan Ringel. 

The club doesn’t techni-
cally need the community 
board’s endorsement for a li-
quor license — it is up to the 
State Liquor Authority.

money involved.”
The state rejected the 

club’s application for tempo-
rary booze-slinging permits 
last summer, on the grounds 
that the warm-weather venue 
isn’t the kind of one-off event 
those are designed for —  but 
police busted it  selling alco-
hol at its opening party any-
way, and the Department of 
Buildings  closed the venue  
the following week because 
it wasn’t up to code.

By that point, the com-
munity board members said 

The Department of 
Buildings plastered this 
notice on the Brooklyn 
Mirage after closing it 
last year.
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they’d lost faith in the Mirage, 
and  rejected  its application for 
a full-time liquor license in a 
decisive 39–3 vote. 

Not to be deterred, the com-
pany then paid a lobbying firm 
$60,000 to try to win over local 
pols, according to state records, 
and returned to the community 
board on Feb. 15 with apolo-
gies, a whole new pitch, and As-
semblywoman Maritza Davi-
la’s (D–Bushwick) in tow. 

“I know we made mistakes 
and didn’t do our homework 
right before we first approached 
the board last year, I know we 
didn’t make a very good im-
pression,” said Billy Bildstein 
of Swedish events company 
Avant Gardner Productions, 
also known as CityFox. 

Bildstein told the room that 
he has now brought on a for-
mer police officer who spe-
cialized in event-planning to 
create a security plan, which 
includes guards and signs on 
the way from the subway sta-
tion to the event, and a hotline 
locals can call with complaints 
instead of 311. 

 The city deemed the Mi-
rage  “imminently perilous to 
life” last year, but now the 
company has hired James 
Colgate, a Department of 
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ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource
Program is a 
caregiver support 
service at 
New York Memory 
Center. We’re here 
to help family 
members caring 
for a loved one 
with memory loss.

COMING UP!
Tai Chi at 6 pm on Mondays 3/6, 3/27, 4/10

Memory Arts Café 4/8 at 10:30 am Location TBD
Nutrition Class at SUNY Downstate at 6 pm on Monday, 4/17

Yoga at 6 pm Wednesdays 3/8, 3/22, 4/12, 4/26
Education, all on Wednesdays at 10 am at SUNY Downstate,

facilitated by Alzheimer’s Association – NYC Chapter
3/22, 3/29, 4/5. 4/12, 4/19, 4/26

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

    with benefi ts, entitlements, and more)

    Nutrition, and Tai Chi

    as Memory Arts Cafes
More dates will be added. Call or check our website for updates!
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Three cheers for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park activists!

The controversial water-
front greenspace was the fo-
cus of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association’s annual meeting 
on Monday, where the vener-
able civic group honored lo-
cals who have fought to cre-
ate the green space, save its 
beloved public pool, and to 
keep more private develop-
ment out.

First, the group cheered 
the team fighting the con-
struction of two new tow-
ers at Pier 6 by offering up 
their gratis legal and finan-
cial expertise.

“The BHA is extremely 
fortunate to have these re-

sources available to defend 
the principle that the park was 
created for recreational pur-
poses, not a front yard for 
excessive development,” 
said emcee Tom Stewart, a 
Heights resident and Channel 
13 host who cheekily started 
the award ceremony by an-
nouncing the honor had actu-
ally gone to “La La Land.” 

The association presented 
a plaque to activists Ren Rich-
mond of People for Green 
Space, Judi Francis of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Defense 
Fund, and law firm Jenner 
and Block, which is provid-
ing $800,000 worth of ser-
vices for zilch. 

The team’s local legal ea-
gle said he wasn’t expecting 
an award for his efforts — 
but he’ll take it! 

“It’s a delightful honor, it’s 
wholly unnecessary because 
I have such a pleasure in this 
opportunity to help the com-
munity in which I’ve lived for 
40 years … the honor is just 
icing on the cake,” said attor-
ney Richard Ziegler. 

The group also bestowed 
two other community service 
awards on longtime commu-
nity activist Irene Janner, who 
helped lead the fight to cre-
ate Brooklyn Bridge Park in 
the ’80s, and Love Our Pool, 
a group of parents who  suc-
cessfully banded together  to 
save its beloved pop-up pool 
last year. 

And the highest honor of 
the evening — the Martha 
Atwater Award — went to 
PS 8’s retiring principal Seth 
Phillips for his work turning 

Parks, exclamations
Park activists honored at Heights shindig

Longtime activist Irene Janner accepts her commu-
nity service award at the Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion’s annual meeting on Feb. 27.
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what was a struggling ele-
mentary school into a high-
achieving educational insti-
tution that is so popular it is 

turning students away.
“Seth turned PS 8 around 

by rebuilding it from the 
ground up,” said Stewart. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is not too late to switch 
tracks!

The city should scrap its 
 $2.5-billion waterfront street-
car plan  and instead focus on 
building more cost-effective 
transportation for low-income 
Brooklynites, said public-
transit pundits who took part 
in a panel on the so-called 
Brooklyn-Queens Connec-
tor at the Brooklyn Heights 
Association’s annual meeting 
on Monday. 

“There are low-income 
people — hundreds of thou-
sands of them — who have 
crappy transit today and those 
are the needs that ought to 
be addressed,” said David 
Bragdon,  who was a top po-
litical honcho in Portland, 
Ore., when a streetcar started 
running there , and now heads 
New York public-transit ad-
vocacy organization Transit 
Center.

The panel — which also in-

Train-wrecked
Transit pundits pan new 
streetcar at Heights panel

“Some of their litera-
ture makes it seem like an 
anti-poverty program,” said 
Dwyer, who  wrote about the 
streetcar  for his About New 
York column last year.

But many of the panelists 
said they think it will really 
benefit the rich who already 
own property near the route, 
which runs through Red Hook, 
Downtown, Fort Greene, and 

Williamsburg.
They also side-eyed the 

city’s claim that it can foot 
the bill for the project through 
increased property taxes along 
the line, arguing that prop-
erty values in those areas 
are already skyrocketing, 
so it would take an extreme 
increase in development to 
cover the costs.

“It only works if property 

values rise significantly,” said 
Stein. “Four stories would 
have to become 15.” 

The city is still in the midst 
of  planning  the streetcar’s fi-
nal route, and officials are 
scheduled to visit commu-
nity boards with a proposed 
route this year. Construction 
will begin in 2019 and it is 
scheduled to be up and run-
ning in 2024.

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

cluded New York Times col-
umnist Jim Dwyer,  Second 
Ave. Sagas transit blog  au-
thor Ben Kabak, City College 
of New York civil engineer-
ing assistant professor Can-
dace Brakewood, and Samuel 
Stein, a doctoral student who 
 has written  about the streetcar 
for Jacobin magazine — gen-
erally panned Sunset Park-to-
Queens tram plan, with mem-
bers arguing Mayor DeBlasio 
would get more bang for his 
buck by working with the state 
to extend subway lines and 
create better bus services. 

DeBlasio and lobbyists for 
the developers who stand to 
benefit from the amenity  have 
exhaustively touted the street-
car  as a way to connect pub-
lic-housing residents to job 
hubs, which Dwyer said 
made it sound like a char-
ity project. 

A panel led by the New York Times’ Jim Dwyer discussed the city’s streetcar 
plan at the Brooklyn Heights Association’s annual meeting..
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The results are in — and 
“in” is the result!

Residents of a Clinton 
Hill Mitchell-Lama co-op 
last Thursday voted against 
the chance to sell their 
apartments for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars by 
leaving the below-market-
rate housing program, opt-
ing instead to keep their 
dirt-cheap digs cheap for 
future generations, accord-
ing to local officials. 

To move forward with 
privatizing the St. James 
Towers at St. James Place 
and Lafayette Avenue, two-
thirds of the building’s 326 
units needed to say “aye” at 
the vote, but the residents 
were split 50-50.

Under Mitchell-Lama 
— a program created in 
the 1950s and ’60s to en-
courage middle-income 
New Yorkers to stay in 
the city — co-op shares 
are fixed at a bargain-base-
ment five-figure sum, but 
the units at St. James Tow-
ers could go for around 
$800,000 on the open 
market.

Last  Thursday’s result 
followed a heated rally 
the day before , where 
residents faced off wav-
ing placards and trading 
jibes, with those in favor of 
leaving saying they wanted 
the opportunity to cash in, 
and “stay” voters arguing 
that opting out would rob 
the gentrifying neighbor-
hood of much-needed af-
fordable housing.

“Should living in Clin-
ton Hill only be an option 
for the rich? Should Clin-
ton Hill only be an op-
tion for the powerful?” 
said Public Advocate and 
Clinton Hill resident Le-
titia James, to which the 
crowd yelled “No!” “If 
that’s the case then why 
not be concerned about 
the next generation as op-
posed to your own pock-
etbooks?” 

The “stay” side’s ranks 
included Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Clin-
ton Hill) and Assembly-

Mitchell-DRAMA!
Clinton Hill co-op clashes over cashing in

man Walter Mosley (D–Fort 
Greene) alongside James, 
who told residents that leav-
ing will make their mainte-
nance bills skyrocket and 
“erode the character” of a 
community she character-
ized as the borough’s “last 
bastion of integrity and di-
versity.” 

The “leave” voters fired 
back that it is their legal right 
to opt out, and that elected of-
ficials should stay out of it.

“It’s inappropriate for 
them to be involved,” said 
Lawrence Whiteside, who 
moved into St. James Tower 
in 1965. “The law itself makes 
provisions for us to go pri-
vate, otherwise they would 
prevent us if they could.”

But supporters of staying 
in the program felt they had a 
moral obligation to offer fu-
ture Brooklynites the same 
opportunity to score cheap 

housing that they were af-
forded.

“Why do we not want to 
leave the same opportuni-
ties that were available us 
to someone else?” said Mar-
lene Steele, whose 100-year-
old mother Mae Thomas is 
a resident.

The vote marks the second 
time in just over a year that 
members of a Kings County 
co-op have turned down the 
chance to make a small for-
tune off property they paid 
peanuts for. 

In January last year, res-
idents of a former Mitchell-
Lama building in Brooklyn 
Heights  voted against  selling 
off a portion of their land to 
a developer. They each stood 
to gain hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, but the 40-story 
tower the builder wanted to 
erect would’ve blocked neigh-
bors’ views. 

Lawrence Whiteside argued that politicans shouldn’t 
be getting involved.
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Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

12 1.99

79

1.99 1.99K 4.99

1.49 79

99

6969 99

9 1.99

LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A thief stole $13,815 worth 
of belongings from a man’s 
Remsen Street apartment 
sometime between Feb. 21 
and Feb. 23.

The resident left for a trip 
on Feb. 21 and when he re-
turned at 11:15 pm two days 
later, he noticed that a burglar 
had taken his Rolex watch, Tu-
dor Heritage Advisor watch, 
Sothis Moon Phase watch, 
and MacBook, among other 
things, authorities said. 

He said that there had been 
maintenance work while he 
was gone and there were no 
signs of forced entry. 

Not playing
A weasel stole a woman’s 

leather backpack containing 
her wallet and credit cards 
when she left it unattended 
in a Brooklyn Bridge Park 
playground on Feb. 24.

The owner left the bag by 
the swings near Furman Street 
around 4:30 pm and walked 
away, and returned to find it 
had been taken, police said. 

Hat bash
A goon stole a guy’s hat 

and $10 after he bashed him 
to the ground on Hicks Street 
on Feb. 24.

The victim told police he 
was near Cadman Plaza West 
at 7:20 pm when the fiend 
punched him in the face sev-
eral times, knocking him to 
the ground. The bruiser then 
broke his cellphone, snatched 
his cash and hat, and fled, ac-
cording to a report.

Pickpocketed
A sneak lifted a woman’s 

iPhone out of her back pocket 
while she was on Joralemon 
Street on Feb. 23.

The lady was near Furman 
Street at 6:20 pm when the pur-
loiner reached his fingers into 
her pocket, took the phone, 
and fled, police said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bad date
A woman asked a man she 

met in a classifieds site to meet 

Burglar swipes watches in Heights

up with her on Park Avenue on 
Feb. 22, and then pulled out 
a gun and robbed him along 
with two accomplices.

The guy met the crook on 
the website Backpage and she 
told him her name was Ash-
ley, according to a report. She 
asked him to meet her near 
Carlton Avenue around 1:30 
am, and when he pulled up 
in his car, whipped out a gun, 
demanding “Open all your 
doors,” authorities said. 

Two other punks jumped in 
and made him drive around, 
telling him to empty his pock-
ets. First, they took $30 and 
his iPhone 6 and then made 
him drive to a location in 
Manhattan, where they stole 
$400. Finally, they told him 
to go back to Brooklyn and 
snatched $200 from him, 
cops said. 

Flash and flee 
A baddie stole a guy’s 

phone he used to take pictures 
of her and her noisy friends to 
document how they woke him 
up in the middle of the night in 
his Grand Avenue apartment 
building on Feb. 21. 

The victim told police he 
was awoken by a loud noise 
in his building near Fulton 
Street at 1 am and went to in-
vestigate. He found a group 
of women in the lobby and 
confronted them, using his 
phone to take their picture 
while telling them to leave, 
a report said. 

The women followed him 
back upstairs and one of the 
boisterous ladies snatched his 
iPhone 7 Plus from his hand 
and fled, cops said.

Pedaled away
There were a spate of bike 

thefts in the 88th Precinct this 
week. Here’s the rundown:

• A pedal pincher stole an 
expensive bike chained to a 
Willoughby Avenue street 
sign on Feb. 21.

The owner secured her Na-
vara bike to the sign near Wa-
verly Avenue at 11:15 am and 

when she returned about 20 
minutes later, it was gone, au-
thorities said.

• A weasel lifted a two-
wheel ride by sawing off its 
lock on DeKalb Avenue on 
Feb. 25.

The victim told police he 
left his Hyland Civia locked 
up near Flatbush Avenue at 
3 pm and came back at 6:50 
pm to find it had disappeared, 
cops said. 

Smash and cash
A burglar broke into a 

Cumberland Street apartment 
on Feb. 24 and stole $900.

The resident told police he 
left his abode near Park Ave-
nue at 10 am and came back 
just past midnight to find that 
a filcher had broken his bed-
room window, rifled through 
his luggage, and lifted the wad 
of cash, said cops.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Scooted away
Two cold-hearted delin-

quents stole scooters from a 
pair of autistic twins inside 
an Atlantic Avenue electron-
ics store on Feb. 11.

The victims’ mother, who 
reported the crime on behalf 
of her 20-year-old sons, told 
police that her boys were in-
side the big-box electronics re-
tailer near Fort Greene Place 
— where they routinely spend 
10 hours a day tooling around 
on computers — at 8:30 pm 
when the reprobates entered 
the store, took the victims’ 
scooters, and began cruising 
throughout the store.

It wasn’t long before a secu-
rity guard spotted the goons’ 
childish antics and ordered 
them to scram, cops said.

The thieves complied, but 
took the victims’ Xootr Scoot-
ers with them, said police.

Smashed
A drunken fool trashed a 

man’s custom-made tool case 
inside a First Street warehouse 
on Feb. 12.

The victim told police he 
hired the moron and another 
man to help him with a job 
inside the storage facility be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues at 3:49 pm when the 
idiot started drinking and 
became belligerent, throw-
ing stuff around and even-
tually smashing his employ-
er’s treasured, custom-made 
wooden toolbox.

Lexus loon
A thief smashed the rear 

windshield of a man’s Lexus 
he parked on Fifth Street on 
Feb. 12.

The victim told police he 
left his ride near Fourth Av-
enue at 8 pm, and later re-
turned to find himself short 
a windshield.

You’re fired
A worker at a Fifth Avenue 

pharmacy was busted for al-
legedly dipping into the reg-
ister on Feb. 3.

A manager told police 
the suspect was working the 
register at the drugstore be-
tween 10th and 11th streets at 
8:35 pm when she was spot-
ted taking $535.25 from the 
drawer.

Fleeing fiend
A man was arrested follow-

ing a foot chase after the man-
ager of Flatbush Avenue drug-
store accused him of stealing 
on Feb. 14.

The arresting officers 
were between Prospect and 
Park places at 9:08 pm when 
the purveyor of pharmaceu-
tical drugs suddenly emerged 
from his shop and shouted 
that the suspect had nabbed 
his stuff.

Once identified by the 
retail manager, the suspect 
took off and the patrolmen fol-
lowed, eventually placing the 
man in cuffs, cops said.

iThief
A 15-year-old boy was ar-

rested for nabbing an iPhone 7 
from a Flatbush Avenue cell-
phone shop on Feb. 15.

An employee told police he 
was inside the store between 
Park and Sterling places at 
4 pm, when he spotted the 
suspect and two pals grab 
the phone and make the for 
the exit.

The boys got as far as the 
other side of the street when 
he caught up to them, and de-
tained the suspect until po-
lice arrived, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Broken glass
A jerk broke the windshield 

of a woman’s car parked in a 
garage on Seabring Street on 
Feb. 5, police said.

The woman told police she 
parked her 1996 Chrysler be-
tween Van Brunt and Richard 
streets at 9 am, and when she 
returned a little before 1 pm, 
saw that a baddie had broken 

her windshield and swiped her 
airbags and radio, according 
to authorities. 

What a pain
Cops cuffed an 86-year-

old man for swiping packets 
of Advil from a Court Street 
store on Feb. 25. 

The oldster tried to leave 
the store between First and 
Second places with a bunch 
of pain relief tabs at 12:14 pm, 
according to authorities. 

Big break 
A nogoodnik broke into a 

woman’s home on Columbia 
Street sometime between Feb. 
21 and Feb. 23 and swiped her 
electronics, police said.

The woman told police she 
returned to her home between 
Mill Street and Centre Mall 
after two days away, and no-
ticed some sneak had stolen 
her Samsung television, her 
touch-screen computer, and 
her speakers. There were no 
signs of forced entry, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Stolen fanny 
A baddie took a guy’s fanny 

pack he had left on his bike 
parked on Union Street on 
Feb. 22, police said. 

The guy left his bike out-
side his apartment between 
Bond and Nevins streets at 10 
am to go up to his apartment, 
and when he came back down 
at 11:30 am, his red fanny pack 
was gone, along with his Flor-
ida driver’s license inside, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Caught ’em
Cops cuffed a 17-year-old 

man for kicking and punch-
ing a guy in the face and try-
ing to steal his cash on Clin-
ton Street on Feb. 18.

The suspect assaulted the 
guy between Centre Mall and 
Bush streets at 5:15 pm, caus-
ing bruising and cuts to his 
face. The suspect told the vic-
tim to “empty your pockets” 
and tried to swipe his cash, 
according to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Phone fiend 
A robber broke into an 86th 

Street cellphone store on Feb. 
20 and made off with a bundle 
of phones, said police. 

A witness told police he 
saw the fiend run out of the 
store between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues at 4:30 pm with his 
arms full of phones. The thief 
made off with more than 
$2,200 worth of iPhones, ac-
cording to a police report. 

Sneaky
An opportunist grabbed 

a woman’s wallet when she 
dropped it in a bodega on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway on Feb. 
18, said police. 

The woman told police 
she was shopping in the store 
between Bay Ridge Avenue 
and 70th Street at 11:40 am 
when she dropped her wal-
let. The store’s camera caught 
a woman swiping the wallet 
and fleeing, said cops.  
 — Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Adams 
judged a book by its cover — 
and he’s proud of it!

The Beep hoofed it over to 
Unnameable Books in Pros-
pect Heights on Feb. 22, where 
he announced “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn” as his pick for 
One Book, One New York 
— a City Hall reading ini-
tiative that asks New York-

ers to vote for their favorite 
of five award-winning nov-
els and aims to get everyone 
in the city reading the win-
ner at the same time. 

The other books on the 
shortlist have their merits, 
but Betty Smith’s 1943 clas-
sic about a young immigrant’s 
struggle with poverty was the 
only novel that actually had 
“Brooklyn” in the title, ac-
cording to the Beep.

How novel
Beep picks ‘A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn’ for city read

“I would be lying if I stated 
I did not have a bias to a book 
that had Brooklyn in the ti-
tle,” said Adams.

It’s also the only title on 
the lineup — which also in-
cludes Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie’s “Americanah,” Ta-
Nehisi Coates’s “Between the 
World and Me,” Paul Beatty’s 
“Sellout,” and Junot Diaz’s 
“The Brief Wonderful Life 
of Oscar Wao” — that Ad-
ams has actually read, and the 
reason he picked it up in the 
first place is touching.

Growing up in a four-story 
tenement building on Bush-
wick’s Gates Avenue in the 
1960s, there wasn’t a whole 
lot of foliage around. So when 
he first spotted the book as a 
child, it wasn’t any rave re-

views, or splashy cover art 
that drew him in — it was 
the title, which suggested a 
completely novel concept to 
a Kings County kid.

“Believe it or not, the idea 
of trees in Brooklyn seemed 
so far from me,” he said. “It 
gave me this vision that any-
thing can grow.”

The city will announce the 
winning novel at a ceremony 
sometime in March.

Exactly how officials expect 
to get New Yorkers reading it is 
unclear — they have convinced 
local publishers to donate 4,000 
copies of all five potential ti-
tles to libraries throughout the 
five boroughs, but there isn’t 
much else planned yet.

You can vote  at www1.
nyc.gov .

Borough President Ad-
ams chose “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn” as his pick 
for a reading initiative 
sponsored by City Hall.
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I
t’s pose before bros!

Beer-guzzling yogis will roll out their 
mats inside a Gowanus brewery for “Beer 

and Broga,” a manly yoga session that fuses 
booze and cardio. The event, held at the 
Strong Rope Brewery on March 12, is geared 
towards bros who might prefer lounging to 
the lotus position. Pairing the poses with 
beer just adds to the appeal, said the yoga 
instructor behind the class. 

“I was looking for ways to get more men 
exposed to broga, which is a way for them to 
chill. And I was thinking, ‘Where do men typi-
cally chill? It’s at the brewery with beer,’ ” said 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens resident Emma 
Galland. “So I thought, ‘Why not bring broga 
to this location.’ So it’s a way for them to 
connect in a relaxed environment.”

Broga not only combines the words “bro” 
and “yoga,” but it also fuses core-strength 
training and cardio with stress-reducing pos-
tures for a workout that will leave brew dudes 
feeling limber and pumped-up, according to 
Galland. And it is more than just a workout, 
she said — it is a community building exer-
cise that lets people bond over their shared 
interest in chakras and chillin’.

“The goal is to have a sense of commu-

nity,” said Galland. “And it’s really fun. 
Not to mention — beer!”

Yoga classes in Brooklyn have previously 
targeted  pregnant women and children ,  Dun-
geons & Dragons nerds ,  foodies , and  dog 
owners , but reaching the bro demographic 
has been a stretch too far for instructors.

Men tend to shy away from yoga and go 
for more stereotypically masculine exercises 
such as strength training, according to the 
president and co-founder of the Broga orga-
nization — in part because yoga has been 
shafted over the years by a marketing cam-
paign from Big Yoga that has positioned the 
stretchy sport as a Girls Only club.

“Yoga itself had a public relations prob-
lem,” said Adam O’Neill. “The yoga indus-
trial marketing machine has perpetuated 
the idea that women are the beneficiaries 
of yoga more than men — so we want to 
change the conversation.”

And that process starts by bringing the 
exercise out of the studios and into the brew-
eries, said Galland. 

“I want to take it out of the office, outside 
of where people associate it and into places 
they feel comfortable,” she said. 

If this first class goes well, Galland 
hopes to expand the Beer and Broga pro-
gram to other breweries throughout the 
five boroughs. 

On the Mike
This rocker knows Brooklyn comes first. 
Indie musician and former Brooklynite Mike 

Doughty will return to Kings County this Friday, 
stopping first at the Music Hall of Williamsburg 

on March 3 before play-
ing a show in the distant 
isle of Manhattan. The 
former frontman of the 
band Soul Coughing may 
have moved to Memphis 
in 2015, but says he is not 
penning any “Goodbye to 
New York” letters.

“I’m not one of those 
dicks who’re like, ‘New 

York is over.’ That’s dumb, in my opinion,” 
he said. “It was just time for me to change. I 
wanted to buy a house, live cheaply, all that 
kind of stuff.”

Since leaving Soul Coughing in 2000, Doughty 
has released nine solo albums filled with clever 
lyrics, electronic bloops, and churning acous-
tic guitars, all played by the artist himself. But 
for his latest album, “The Heart Watches While 
the Brain Burns,” Doughty is touring with a full 
band, and he had to create a system to help the 
other members follow him in the loose, free-
wheeling set structure he developed as solo 
performer. 

“It’s all improvised in the show, I do these 
hand signals to say, loop back to the beginning, 
stop and start. So you’ll watch me conducting 
the band,” said Doughty. “It’s kind of like a 
James Brown show.”

The set list varies every night, so longtime 
fans might hear their favorite song — or they 
might not. It’s just a matter of logistics, said 
Doughty. 

“I’ve got nine full albums; 12 if you count 
Soul Coughing. When I play shows, I have 
tried to do at least one song from every al-
bum, but I have more albums than I have time,” 
he said.

But there is one song you will definitely not 
hear in the set. Since 2002, Doughty has urged 
audiences to stop shouting requests for “Free-
bird,” and instead call for “It’s Raining Men” 
— a song he cannot play.

“I think it’s better if I never learn,” he said. 
“But I’m trying to spread it. I hope people start 
yelling ‘It’s Raining Men’ at Foo Fighters con-
certs.” 

See Mike Doughty at the Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 486–5400, 
www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com]. March 3 at 
8 pm. $25. — Bill Roundy

M U S I C

Welcome to the “Gun” show!
A Williamsburg author will debut his hard-

boiled detective novel next week with an event 
filled with leggy dames and hard whiskey. The 
author of “The Painted Gun” said that he wants 
the launch party, at the Rosemont bar on March 9, 
to reflect his inspiration 
of 1950s books filled with 
sexy showgirls and hard-
drinking detectives. 

“We doing this launch 
in noir — it would make 
sense to do something 
different with a big party 
and burlesque dancers,” 
said Bradley Spinelli. 
“I’ll read for a little, but 
people can go home and finish the book. I want 
them to have cocktails and be entertained.”

The novel, from Brooklyn publisher Akashic 
Books, follows alcoholic former journalist Da-
vid Crane, a down-on-his-luck gumshoe hired 
to crack the case of a missing girl named Ash-
ley. The only clue: a mysterious painting that 

Ashley made of David 
himself. The story that 
follows will keep read-
ers on the edge of their 
seats, said Spinelli.

“It’s a page-turner,” 
he said. “I wouldn’t 
want to say too much, 
but there are a few mo-
ments in the book where 
there are a lot of sharp 
turns and plenty of sus-
pense — it absolutely 
keeps you on edge.”

The twist of Ash-
ley’s painting adds a 
paranoid edge to the 

tale, said Spinelli.
“It’s that weird feeling of ‘What if someone is 

watching you,’ —  that was the idea,” he said.
The book is set in San Francisco in 1997, 

and Spinelli began the project in that same city 
and time, but took a few long breaks to finish 
other books — including his 2013 novel “Kill-
ing Williamsburg.” Despite its more modern set-
ting, the book is a conscious homage to detec-
tive greats like Raymond Chandler and Dashiell 
Hammett, he said.

“This is basically a noir and a throwback to 
1950s detective stories, set in San Francisco in 
1997,” said Spinelli.

And in the tradition of those mid-century 
pulps, the protagonist starts off a little prickly, 
he said.

“He’s shifty — Crane is a guy that comes 
across as a little bit of a jerk,” said Spinelli. “I 
think he’s likeable in a rogue-ish kind of way, 
like a Dirty Harry or an Indiana Jones, and he 
certainly grows on the reader during the course 
of the book.”

For the release party, Spinelli — who co-
founded the stripping-centric magazine Bur-
lesque Beat — has invited popular and genre-ap-
propriate dancers Gal Friday and Angie Pontani 
to take the stage.

“We have the best performers in town,” said 
Spinelli. “They will each present one act, which 
is a strictly rehearsed number created by the 
performer herself.”

“The Painted Gun” at the Rosemont [63 
Montrose Ave. between Lorimer and Leonard 
streets in Williamsburg, (347) 987–3101, www.
therosemontnyc.com]. March 9 at 7 pm. Free.
 — Alexandra Simon

Guns & dolls
B O O KS

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

S
he plays a screening guitar!

A Greenpoint guitarist will host 
a multi-sensory show in a church 

in her home neighborhood next week, 
playing hot licks while trippy visuals 
are projected onto her instrument. The 
musician behind “The Neck is a Bridge 
to the Body,” at the San Damiano Mis-
sion on March 7, says that the eye-pleas-
ing gig has opened up her instrumen-
tal music to new audiences.

“I think it’s opened up this world 
that some people otherwise might have 
found inaccessible — a little bit too 
many notes and not enough of an ex-
perience,” said Kaki King. “I think 
it’s made it a more enjoyable show 
for a bigger audience.” 

During the hour-long show, a sun-

glass-wearing King plays a white gui-
tar, which is illuminated by a reel of 
changing videos, some of which react 
to each note and strum. The projection 
includes include recognizable images 
such as schools of fish and roller coast-
ers, alongside more abstract shots cre-
ated with corn starch, food coloring, 
and water — something King says 
makes for stunning visuals.

“If you agitate it with sound waves 
it makes crazy-looking shapes on a 
speaker,” said King.

She has performed “The Neck is a 
Bridge to the Body” regularly since 
2014, but every gig features a slightly 
different selection of videos, chosen 
freestyle during the show. Regular au-
dience members include guitar fans 
who appreciate her technical skills, 
graphic designers intrigued by the 
films, and a few people with altered 

perceptions looking to trip out on the 
psychedelic visuals — though King 
does not recommend the latter. 

“I’m not going to endorse that be-
cause there’s really intense moments 
and it might not be wise to be intoxi-
cated,” she said. 

King’s show is part of the Sanctu-
ary festival running through March 17, 
which also includes art installations, 

a comedy show, and lectures. High-
lights include a recurring meditation 
hour with music and video images ti-
tled “Confessional: Turn To Moss,” 
and a day of talks, music, and docu-
mentaries about Middle Eastern cul-
ture on March 10. 

King — who has performed in hun-
dreds of churches across the country 
— says the Roman Catholic worship 

house is the perfect place for concerts 
because of its built-in stage and killer 
acoustics, and she suggested that holy 
spots might serve as a much-needed 
replacement for dying do-it-yourself 
music venues. 

“Churches are great places for con-
certs,” she said. “If churches want to 
take over for DIY spaces that’s great, 
we’re losing them by the minute.” 

The fi lm pick!

Downward, dawg

Guitar becomes a canvas 
in show at G’point church

Get lit: Kaki King and her illuminated guitar will play at San Damiano Mission on March 7.
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Yoga for dudes has them stretching for brews

Mug shot: Jason Sahler, owner of the Strong Rope Brewery in Gowanus, will 
offer a glass of beer to thirsty bros after their stretch session.
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Beer and Broga at Strong 
Rope Brewery (574 Presi-
dent St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
(929) 337–8699, www.zen-
berrymix.com/beer-broga). 
March 12 at 11 am. $25 (in-
cludes one free beer).

B E E R

Kaki King at the San 
Damiano Mission (85 
N. 15th St. at Berry St. 
in Greenpoint, www.
sanc tuary2017.org). 
March 7 at 8 pm. $20.

A R T

Boozy yogis: Broga instructor Emma Galland will teach a yoga session for bros, followed by a beer tasting, at the Strong Rope Brewery in Gowanus on March 12.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 3

Freak show
Catch a new play at 
the People’s Play-
ground! Tonight is 
the opening of 
“Freaks Don’t Cry,” a 
bizarre musical mash-
up of “The Little 
Mermaid” and 1970s 
Coney Island. The 
show’s villain is real 
estate mogul Fred 
Trump, who wants to 
tear down the side-
show, against the 
antics of a bearded 
lady, a knife-throwing 
magician, and an 
ingenue who stum-
bles in from the sea.

8 pm at Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 
$25.

SATURDAY
March 4

Do the voo
At last week’s Beer 
Week Opening Bash, 
our favorite new brew 
was the Voodoo Juice 
chili chocolate malt 
stout from Lineup 
Brewing. Sample the 
smooth stout for 
yourself — and three 
other new beer vari-
eties — for free at the 
brewery’s tap room 
launch party this 
afternoon.

3 pm at Lineup Brewing 
(33 35th St., sixth floor, 
between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, www.lineupbrewing.
com). Free.

SUNDAY
March 5

Patched up
Recently opened Wil-
liamsburg bookstore 
Quimby’s wraps up its 
two-day “Zine, Pin, 
and Patch Pop-Up 
Fair” today, where 
you can snag some 
wearable art from 
Brooklyn cartoonist 
Sara Varon (pictured), 
feminist ‘zines from 
Brusque Babe, and 
elevate your mind 
with poetry from the 
group Haiku & Holga, 
among several others.

Noon–7 pm at Quimby’s 
Bookstore NYC [536 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384-
1215, www.quimbys.com]. 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 8

Let’s do 
‘Lunch’
See the latest work 
from Tony-winning 
writer Greg Kotis at 
Off-Off-Broadway the-
ater the Brick, now 
hosting “Lunchtime,” 
an absurdist comedy 
about an office love 
triangle spoiled by 
some punk who van-
dalizes the local salad 
bar. We just hope that 
vandalism does not 
involve a crossover 
with Kotis’s big hit 
show “Urinetown.”

8 pm at at the Brick [579 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Ave. and 
Lorimer St. in 
Williamsburg, www.brick-
theater.com]. $18.

THURSDAY
March 9

Girls on film
Celebrate the women 
of the silver screen at 
the video variety show 
“Time after Time,” 
where host Kseniya 
Yarosh (pictured) will 
guide the audience 
through Hollywood 
history from the 1930s 
to 2015. The show 
includes an analysis of 
Barbra Stanwyck, a 
dance interpretation 
of Liz Taylor, and a 
burlesque tribute to 
“Mad Max: Fury 
Road.”

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 3
THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST — BE-

YONCÉ: Puppeteers and musicians 
team up to create short new pieces 
inspired by Beyonce. $15. 7 pm and 
9 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer St. 
between Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

FUND-RAISER, BENEFIT CONCERT 
FOR THE PEOPLE’S CLIMATE 
MARCH: Join musicians Annie Keat-
ing, Gabriel Mayers, and the Radi-
onics band for a night of music and 
activism. $15. 7 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

FUND-RAISER, STAND UP AGAINST 
RAPE: A night of comedy to raise 
money to recall Judge Aaron Per-
sky, who gave a light sentence to a 
Stanford student convicted of sexual 
assault. $15–$20. 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 855–
3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, DADAN 2017: Japanese per-
cussion group Kobo performs a 
thunderous drum show. $30–$60. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD”: Ste-
phen Sondheim’s tale of a demon 
barber out for revenge. $40 ($30 
seniors and students). 8 pm. The 
McKinney Chapel at First Unitarian 
Society (116 Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.the-
ater2020.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S SCI-
ENCE FAIR: An exploration of 
burlesque-alogical theories. $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, “VOID AND DISMISSAL”: 
Leila Bordreuil combines music and 
performance art within an operatic 
structure. $10 suggested donation. 8 
pm. Issue Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.issueproject-
room.org. 

SAT, MARCH 4
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA PRESENTS 

“TOSCA”: The Brooklyn opera com-
pany presents the tale of a diva and 
her lover, who become the prey of 
a corrupt police chief. In Italian with 
English supertitles. $25 ($5 teens, 
kids free). 3 pm. Regina Opera [5902 
Sixth Avenue at 60th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

MUSIC, A NIGHT OF JAZZ AND 
GLOBAL BEATS: A unique line-up 
of Brooklyn-based musicians. $35 
($30 in advance). 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, JOANNA TETERS: Free. 9:30 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

COMMODORE BARRY BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION: A parade into the 
park to lay a wreath at the Commo-
dore Barry Memorial, with musical 
interludes, public offi cials, and pre-
sentations by high school essayists. 
Free. 11 am. Commodore Barry Park 
[N. Elliot Place at Flushing Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 833–3405], www.
commodorebarryclubbrooklyn.org. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATURDAY AT 
THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM: The 
Museum celebrates Women’s His-
tory Month with a multiplicity of 
women and female-identifi ed voices, 
stories, and experiences. Free. 5 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, 14 ARTISTS HONORING WOM-
EN’S HISTORY MONTH, OPENING 
RECEPTION: Fillmore Real Estate 
transforms its offi ce into an art gal-
lery to celebrate Women’s History 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 3
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 4
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: $57–$757. 6:30 
pm.

TUE, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2017 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
Noon. 

WED, MARCH 8
SPORTS, 2017 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
Noon. 

THU, MARCH 9
SPORTS, 2017 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
Noon. 

SAT, MARCH 10
SPORTS, 2017 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
7 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Hit ’em Hardy!: Undefeated bantamweight fighter — and 
Gerritsen Beach native — Heather “the Heat” Hardy will take 
on Helen Joseph in an undercard match at Barclays Center 
on March 4.
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Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue 

pro�ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley 
For More Information: 718-260-8340

amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

By Laura Meltzer
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his show’s time has come.

A play written during World War 
II and featuring talking dinosaurs 

and mammoths is the perfect play for the 
era of Donald Trump, says its director. 
Thornton Wilder’s classic tragicomedy 
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” now playing 
at the Polonsky Shakespeare Center in 
Fort Greene, was written in a time of 
crisis that feels very of the moment, ac-
cording to director Arin Arbus.

“By looking at what was happening 
around him in the late ’30s, and by looking 
backwards in time at what was happening 
thousands of years ago, he wrote a play 
which feels like one of the most relevant 
and urgent pieces of writing for this mo-
ment in America’s history,” said Arbus. 
“There’s something eternal in it.”

The anachronistic show follows a sub-
urban New Jersey family throughout 
the span of mankind, as they survive 
the Ice Age, the Biblical flood, and a 
horrible war that destroys civilization. 
Wilder wrote his Pulitzer-winning show 
in 1939, in response to news from Eu-
rope of refugees fleeing the then-com-
ing war, and many of its elements feel 
familiar, said Arbus. 

“In his day, not unlike now, America 
was turning away boats of German Jew-
ish refugees, sometimes sending them 
to their deaths,” she said. “And it ap-
pears prophetic, anticipating climate 
change, our current fractured nation 
and today’s refugee crisis. The play asks 
questions about how a nation chooses 
a leader and grapples with hope in the 
face of despair.”

But the show blends those serious 
topics with silly jokes and absurd seg-
ments in which the actors argue with 
the stage manager and the audience. The 
key to the production lies in embracing 
all of those elements, from artifice to 
comedy to tragedy, said Arbus.

“I hope to honor the unstable style 
of the play, which shifts suddenly with-
out transition from a kind of Brechtian 
theater, in which the emotional climax 
of a scene is broken and commented 
upon, into absurdist comedy like ‘Have 
you milked the mammoth?’ into Greek 
drama,” she said. “This is crucial to un-
locking the play.” 

With all those elements, the produc-
tion could easily spin out of control, but 
Arbus said that danger is the most excit-

ing part of working on the show. 
“I hope to work with the actors and 

composer and designers to discover the 
play’s slippery style and tone, moment 
to moment,” she said. “That’s probably 
one of the most challenging aspects of 
tackling the writing; it’s the meat of 
the play and what’s so thrilling about 
the writing.”

Times are Wilder
‘Skin of Our Teeth’ gets absurd

“The Skin of Our Teeth,” at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton Street 
and Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(866) 811–4111, www.tfana.org]. 
Through March 19, Tue–Sat at 7:30 
pm; Sat, Sun at 2 pm. $60–$110.

T H E AT E R

This show is dino might: (Pictured top to bottom) The tragicomedy 
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” now playing at the Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center in Fort Greene, features dinosaurs and mammoths alongside 
Biblical figures and a suburban family. The Theater for a New Audience 
production also features a group of musicians, who hide on the roof to 
avoid a devastating flood.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s a paper back painter! 
The French illustrator 
of the famous interac-

tive kids’ book “Press Here” 
has created a multi-sided for-
est of cut, torn, and painted 
paper in a Cobble Hill gal-
lery for his first New York 
City exhibition. Artist Herve 
Tullet says that “This Isn’t 
Trash,” opening at the In-
visible Dog on March 4, ex-
tends the themes of his book 
by exploring the potential of 
paper in all its forms. 

“The theme of my books 
is ‘What is a book,’ because 
it’s always a question about 
what is a book. I play with 
the book, I play with where 
you turn the page,” said Tul-
let. “So from the first draw-
ing I began to think about 
playing with the sheet of pa-
per and so started — not to 
draw, exactly — but more 
to cut, to crumble, to fold, 
to bend, to rip.” 

Tullet’s folded, spindled, 
and painted-upon creations 
vary from small scraps to 

8-foot-high broadsheets, all 
hanging from the ceiling of 
the gallery so that audiences 
will be immersed in the art. 
As people move among his 
new artifacts, Tullet hopes 
they will appreciate the var-
ious perspectives, shapes, 
and sizes without thinking 
too much about what they 
mean.

“I’m really happy that 
I can hang the stuff and 
present my work because 
nobody has seen these. It’s 
really something new. It’s 
a way to look at,” said Tul-
let. “I hope that my small 
pieces of paper will give a 
way to look, to observe, to 
look around, to understand 

the simplicity.”
Seeing the beauty in 

simple things is how Tul-
let came up with the show, 
taking scraps from his trash 
can and turning them into 
art, he said.

“Very simple things could 
be very interesting if you 
look carefully at them,” 
said Tullet. “The start of 
my exhibition was my gar-
bage because I put paper on 
my garbage but then take 
back the paper and create 
some pieces.”

And although Tullet’s 
book is marketed towards 
tots, he said that his show 
— and his book — is not 
age-specific. 

“To me there is no dif-
ference,” said Tullet. “So 
many books are related to 
what is supposed to be a 
children’s book, filled with 
animals that are talking, and 
my work is not really re-
lated to what is supposed 
to be the children’s field. I 
don’t try to play with chil-
dren as they are children, 
just consider them as hu-
man beings.”

Paper trails!
French artist creates a fl at forest

Month. Free. 5 pm. Fillmore 
Real Estate Bed-Stuy [366 
Lewis Ave. at Macon Street 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
943–5000], www.facebook.
com/fi llmorebedstuy. 

READING, “BORN THIS 
WAY — WRITING THE 
PERSONAL”: This panel ex-
plores the burdens of rep-
resentation and the role of 
personal and literary infl u-
ences, showing how LGBTQ 
lives come into literature. 
Free. 6–8 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

SUN, MARCH 5
MUSIC, BROOKLYN KIDS 

ROCK: A fun-fi lled family 
event with performances 
by kid’s rock bands Maku 
Soundsystem, Pete Sinjin, 
Parkington Sisters, Rock 
Rage, Matt and Melissa 
Singer, and Baby Loves Jazz. 
$18 ($55 family of four). 
Noon–4 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FUND-RAISER, BROOK-
LYN BOOGIE BRUNCH: 
With music from Capt’n 
Kirk Douglas of The Roots, 
Adrien Reju with Andy 
Stack, Gilmar Gomes, Su-
perette, and kids rock band 
Rock Rage. All proceeds 
go to PS 295’s music and 
arts programs. $20 ($10 
kids). 12:00 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

READING, SUNDAY STORY 
TIME: Alexandra Penfold 
reads from his picture book 
“We Are Brothers, We Are 

Friends.” RSVP requested. 
Free. 11:30 am. power-
House on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “30 GOING ON 
13”: An evening of comedy, 
’90s karaoke, and drink spe-
cials. Free. 6–11 pm. Tilt BK 
(248 McKibbin St. between 
Bushwick Avenue and White 
Street in Bushwick). 

MON, MARCH 6
COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 

The Monday comedy night 
welcomes Los Angeles 
comics Paige Weldon and 
Ramsey Badawi, along with 
locals Will Miles, and Billy 
Prinsell. Free. 7 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

THEATER, THE MOTH STO-
RYSLAM: A storytelling 
competition with the stage 
is open to any with a story 
to tell on the evening’s 
theme. Hosted by Peter 
Aguero. $10. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 

Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, BALKAN MONDAYS 
WITH DOLUNAY DUO 
AND BALKAN PEPPERS: 
The monthly music series 
moves to Clinton Hill. $10 
suggested donation. 8 pm. 
Sisters [900 Fulton St. be-
tween Washington Street 
and Waverly Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (347) 763–2537], 
www.sistersbklyn.com. 

TUES, MARCH 7
READING, “AN EVENING 

WITH CLAUDIA RANKIN”: 
A reading by the poet and 
MacArthur Fellowship win-
ner, followed by a brief 
interview. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

READING, JAROSLAV 
KALFA  WITH RYAN 
BRITT: Kalfa ’s debut novel, 
“Spaceman of Bohemia,” 
is a profoundly joyful ex-
amination of the random, 
beautiful chaos responsible 
for each of our lives. Ryan 
Britt, author of “Luke Sky-
walker Can’t Read,” joins 
in conversation. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

WED, MARCH 8
TALK, COMBATTING THE 

NEW ANTI-SEMITISM: A 
dinner and forum discussion 
of the new wave of anti-
Semitic attacks and the rise 
of nativism. $25 ($10 talk 
only, at 7 pm). 6 pm. Con-
gregation Mount Sinai [250 
Cadman Plaza West at Clark 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 875–9124], www.con-
gregationmountsinai.org. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY!: A comedy show 
with Sonia Denis, Mitra 
Jouhari, Sydnee Washing-
ton, and empanadas to eat! 
Free. 8 pm. Hank’s Saloon 
[46 Third Ave. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
625–8003], www.exitfi ve.
com/hankssaloon. 

COMEDY, DROP THE MIKE: 
Kendra Cunningham hosts 
this monthly comedy show 
with a female line up and 
one token male! Free. 8 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com.  

THURS, MARCH 9
ART, “MOVING ON” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: Sara Er-
enthal shows paintings that 
illustrate seminal moments 
in her life. Free. 6–9pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. Johns 
Pl. between Franklin and 
Classon avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

READING, KATE T. PARKER: 
Parker reads from “Strong is 
the New Pretty. ” Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, RED BARAAT: Brook-
lyn party band Red Baraat 
fuses hard driving North 
Indian Bhangra with ele-
ments of go-go, rock, and 
jazz. $18 ($15 in advance). 8 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

COMEDY, STANDARD TIME 
COMEDY: It’s a standup 
show and comedy talk 
show, hosted by come-
dians Gideon Hambright 
and Nasser Khan. Free. 8 
pm. Pacifi c Standard [82 
Fourth Ave. between Ber-
gen Street and Wyckoff 
Place in Boerum Hill, (718) 
858–1951]. 

FRI, MARCH 10
ART, “NOTHING TWICE” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
And exhibit by seven female 
artists who are preoccupied 
with ephemeral materials. 
Free. 6–9pm. John Doe 
[112 Waterbury St. be-
tween Maujer and Ten Eyck 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 
366–2550], www.johndoe-
ny.com. 

ART, “MULTILOCATIONAL” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Artists Natalia Nakazawa 
and Cecile Chong pres-
ent work inspired by their 
hybridized cultural back-
grounds. Free. 6–8pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, LOS CAMPESINOS!: 
With opening act Crying. 
$22.50. 8 pm. Warsaw [261 
Driggs Ave. at Eckford 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
387–0505], www.warsaw-
concerts.com. 

MUSIC, JOAN BELGRAVE: 
Part of the free perfor-
mance series featuring rock, 
jazz, R&B, world, pop, and 
more. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

SAT, MARCH 11
MUSIC, BROOKLYN FOLK 

FESTIVAL PREVIEW CON-
CERT: Folk singer Eli Smith 
and renowned Balkan music 
duo Eva Salina and Peter 
Stan raise money to help re-
pair St. Ann’s. Square danc-
ing will follow. $20–$100. 
7:30 pm. St. Ann and the 
Holy Trinity Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 395–3214], www..
jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD 
OF YOUTH”: The story of 
a gigolo and drifter who 
returns to his home town 
as the companion of a once-
was movie star. $25, $20 for 
seniors and students. 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, KIM CLARKE: Part of 
the free performance series. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live.  

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

“This Isn’t Trash” at 
the Invisible Dog Arts 
Center [51 Bergen St. 
between Boerum Place 
and Smith Street in Cob-
ble Hill, www.theinvis-
ibledog.org]. Opening 
reception March 4 at 6 
pm. On display through 
April 15, Thu–Sat, 1–7 
pm, Sun, 1–5 pm. Free.

A R T

Trash man: Artist Herve Tullet will debut his show “This Isn’t Trash” at the Invis-
ible Dog Art Center in Cobble Hill on March 4.
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The band is bhanging: Party band Red Baraat will combine Bhangra beats with 
funk and go-go music at its Bric Arts Media show on March 9.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.
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and determine which of them 
would support Hynes’s nar-
rative that he didn’t live at 
the Sunset Park address he’d 
registered to vote from, the 
suit claims.

The notes also allegedly 
show Brennan spoke to staff 
at O’Hara’s bank, who notified 
him that statements were be-
ing mailed to the Sunset Park 

address disputed by Hynes, 
O’Hara claims.

Had Hynes conducted the 
investigation using proper pro-
tocols, the subpoenas and de-
tectives’ notes would have 
been turned over to a grand 
jury, and O’Hara may never 
have been indicted in the first 
place, he claims.

Also found among the 
stashed documents were 

notes from O’Mara suggest-
ing Hynes offer O’Hara a plea 
deal to avoid the same kind of 
civil suit they’re facing now, 
he claims.

“Discussed the law … [a 
deal] would foreclose law-
suit for malicious prosecu-
tion,” reads the note.

Instead, the case dragged 
on through three trials, and 
O’Hara was ultimately barred 
from practising the law, put on 
probation for five years, and 
had to pay a $20,000 fine and 

perform 1,500 hours of com-
munity service.

 A 2009 state judicial review 
found  he was the victim of a 
trumped-up and politically 
motivated prosecution, and a 
judge finally cleared O’Hara 
of the charges this year after 
Thompson’s team after find-
ing a witness who admitted 
to providing false testimony 
during the original case.

Brennan and Hynes could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

Continued from page 1

O’HARA...

I
f anyone could lay claim 
to the excuse, “I’m not fat 
— I’m big boned,” it’s the 

Titanosaur on view at the Mu-
seum of Natural History.

This creature has a thigh 
bone 8-feet tall. Taller than 
Shaq! That’s not just a big 
bone — it’s the biggest bone 
in the biggest dinosaur ever 
discovered.

And yet, the Titanosaur 
began life in an egg the size 
of a “large grapefruit,” says 
Danny Barta, a PhD candi-
date in the museum’s Richard 
Gilder Graduate School.

Danny is studying dino-
saur growth — how do you 
go from the size of a piece of 
fruit to something 120 feet 
long, especially when you’re 
a vegetarian?

“They must have spent 
most of their day eating,” says 
Danny. It just goes to show 
that anyone hoping an all-kale 
diet will do the trick may end 
up sorely disappointed. (And 
extinct.)

The Titanosaur is so big, 
you see it burst into a grin. 
Holy moly! It doesn’t even fit 
in one of the museum’s cav-
ernous rooms. Instead, its gi-
ant skull sticks out into the 
hallway, like a dog who can’t 
wait to go for a walk. 

And, for the record, what’s 
on display is not the actual 
skeleton. It’s a 3-D scanned 
cast of the bones, which is in 
some ways even more amaz-
ing — something 100 mil-
lion years old has been rec-
reated by a technology that 
didn’t come into its own un-

til the 2000s.
But if you’re hankering for 

“real” relics, all you have to 
do is turn around. There, on 
display for the first time, are 
about 30 fossilized bones from 
the museum’s Big Bone Room 
— a room Danny compares 
to a library’s “oversize book 
section.” These bones include 
a leg bone the size of a 7-year-
old North American studentis 
(that is, a third grader), and 
vertebrae that look like snow 
tires.

They’re all part of a long-
necked plant-eating Diplod-
ocus dug up by the muse-
um’s dinosaur hunter Barnum 
Brown (yes, named for the 
circus meister himself), 
with Henry Fairfield Os-
born in 1897. Ironically the 
men had gone to Wyoming 
seeking fossil evidence of an-
cient mammals, the bones of 
which do not make for amaz-
ing crowd pleasers. Instead, 
they found this giant beast, 
which launched the museum’s 
dinosaur collection. Barnum 
would go on to discover the 
first Tyrannosaurus Rex.

Danny actually hails from 
Wyoming himself, and when 
he went on trips to the local 
museum, he fell in love with 

the dinosaurs. Now he spends 
his time studying the speci-
mens at the museum and head-
ing out to find more. He spent 
last summer in Mongolia’s 
Gobi Desert, which sounds 
like a dream come true:

“You wake up, you have 
breakfast — we’re in a tent 
— and then you walk around 
and look to see if there are any 
bones or eggshells sticking out 
of the ground. And probably 
every few minutes you’re see-
ing something — oftentimes, 
it’s just some fragments, but 
sometimes it can be part of 
a skeleton.”

Sign me up!
“We had really nice 

weather — it barely topped 
100,” Danny added. “And 
we experienced one sand-
storm.”

Okay, maybe Danny doesn’t 
really need my help.

Once someone discovers 
what looks like a decent set of 
bones, the team carefully cov-
ers these with the tools of the 
trade: tin foil, paper towels, or 
toilet paper. “Fossil collecting 
has hardly changed at all since 
Barnum Brown’s day,” says 
Danny. With the bones pro-
tected, the team digs a trench 
around the skeleton and covers 

the whole thing with a plaster 
of Paris “jacket.” Then they 
dig it up, and ship it to the mu-
seum, where three “prepar-
ers” excavate the bones, us-
ing brushes, dental picks, and 
a whole lot of patience.

But what excites Danny is 
that the Gobi site has yielded 
dozens of specimens of one 
of the dinosaurs he is study-
ing most intently, the Haya 
griva (named for the Hindu 
god Hayagriva). Adults of this 
species are about the size of 
a beagle, and the littlest ones 
are the size of crows. What he 
has now are a series of skel-
etons, affording him a sort 
of time-lapse look at how 
they grow.

“Each is a snap shot from a 
stage of life,” Danny explains. 
Imagine if the only skeleton 
left of humans 100 million 
years from now was that of 
a 5-year-old. Future Earth-
lings would assume homo sa-
piens generally grew to the 
height of a Great Dane. So 
how do you get a full picture 
of the life cycle of an animal 
that’s extinct? “Any living an-
imal, we could watch,” Danny 
points out — but with dino-
saurs, you need skeletons of 
all different ages.

That’s what he has in front 
of him now. And if he or any-
one else ever needs a different 
dino to study, the museum has 
tons more — literally.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Go the way of the dinosaur 

By Lenore Skenazy

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re not throwing away 
their shot.

Preservationists are name-
dropping the popular Broad-
way musical “Hamilton” in 
their latest effort to save the 
landmarked Academy Build-
ing at Erasmus Hall High 
School from demolition. 
The school’s early benefac-
tors include Alexander Ham-
ilton and Aaron Burr — the 
two main stars in Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s famous and mostly 
historically accurate show — 
and those two long-dead men 
may be just what the school 
needs to stay alive, said the 
president of the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy, a 
preservationist group work-
ing to help save the crumbling, 
city-owned building.

“I think it gives it a really 
interesting hook — a really 
founding father’s enterprise,” 
said Peg Breen, who estimates 
restoring the building’s exte-
rior would cost roughly $2 
million. “I think now that ev-
eryone has fallen in love with 
Hamilton, using his name is 
certainly helpful, and I think 
Hamilton would be pleased 
all these years later.”

The Academy Build-
ing, which sits in the mid-

dle of the Flatbush campus, 
was erected in 1787, and is 
the state’s oldest secondary 
school. Builders named the 
hall for Dutch scholar Desid-
erius Erasmus, and it served 
as an active school until 1895, 
later housing administrative 
offices. The city landmarked 
the structure in 1966, but the 
Department of Education, 
which owns the building, left 
it to rot about 15 years ago, 
according to one alumna who 
sent a 2,000-signiture petition 
to Mayor DeBlasio last year 
demanding action.

But one year later, the De-
partment of Education still 
has no concrete plans to save 
the iconic structure — which 
city officials could order de-
molished if its condition gets 
much worse — and would only 
comment about its possible 
uses, though wouldn’t spec-
ify on what those plans are, 
a spokeswoman said.

“We are looking into ap-
propriate uses for the build-
ing that preserve its history 
while still ensuring the safety 
of students and staff as it is lo-
cated in the middle of an active 
school campus,” said spokes-
woman Toya Holness.

Laws prevent owners of 
landmarks from tearing down 
such buildings unless they are 

It’s our shot
Alums hope ‘Hamilton’ can 
save Erasmus landmark

Borough President Adams hopes the landmarked Academy Building at Eras-
mus Hall High School can be saved from demolition.
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so decrepit that they pose a 
public danger. Typically, the 
city’s Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission sues prop-
erty owners who let buildings 
rot until they fall down — a 
practice called “demolition 
by neglect” — but the com-
mission won’t pressure the 
education department, be-
cause the city has a policy 
of not suing itself, accord-
ing to a commission spokes-
woman.

Many alumni want the 
building to be turned into a 
museum that teaches about its 

historical Dutch significance, 
according to Amy Krakow, 
who graduated in 1967.

Both Borough President 
Adams and Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Flatbush) 
are willing to provide cash 
to help with the restoration 
— the Beep hopes Miran-
da’s “Hamilton” attracts the 
city to the building’s history 
enough so that it can be re-
stored and used for teach-
ing, he said.

“Making the connection 
between the popularity of the 
‘Hamilton’ musical with him 

being a donor to this and have 
the students see that when 
you make an impact in life 
it can actually exist through 
time,” said Adams. “Erasmus 
Hall Academy is a connec-
tion to our rich history that 
can be restored and reacti-
vated for the enduring mis-
sion of advancing education. 
This building can be an asset 
for our city, serving as aca-
demic support as well as a 
learning tool to teach history 
and spark dialogue.”

Miranda did not return re-
quests for comment. 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is an un-stable situa-
tion!

If a developer doesn’t 
knock down Kensington Sta-
bles, gravity will, according 
to a structural engineer who 
studied the aging barn in 2013 
at the behest of a local horse-
therapy group. 

“[The engineer] predicted 
the building would fall down 
in a fairly short time, and the 
joints would pull out of the 
side, and the front of the build-
ing would pancake onto the 
sidewalk,” said Alicia Ker-
shaw, founder and executive 
director of Gallop NYC, a vol-
unteer group that pairs dis-
abled people with horses to 
build social and emotional 
skills.

 The Prospect Park-adja-
cent horse-rental company is 
in the process of selling off its 
1930s Caton Place property  
after declaring bankruptcy 
last year, but local Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Kens-
ington) wants to block any 
development there that won’t 
keep a stable on the site. 

A new stable, sure, says 
Kershaw — but the current 
one should be put out to pas-
ture one way or the other.

Gallop NYC has partnered 
with the horse hub in the past, 
and came to manager Walker 
Blankinship in 2013 offer-

Stable is unstable
Engineer: It isn’t living up to its name

The Kensington Stables near Prospect Park filed for 
bankruptcy last year, and the owners are in the pro-
cess of selling off the Caton Place property.
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ing to invest $1 million in 
refurbishing the building in 
exchange for ownership of 
eight of the pony shack’s 30 
equine stalls. 

As a prelude to the agree-
ment, Blankinship allowed 
the horse therapists to orga-
nize an engineering study 
of the property courtesy of 
firm J.D. Goldreich, which 
reported numerous “seri-
ous conditions” affecting the 
structure that require “imme-
diate attention.”

These included a water-
damaged roof at risk of col-
lapse, and a parapet wall lean-
ing onto the street that a stiff 
wind or freezing thaw will 
eventually topple into the path 
of pedestrians, according to 
the report.

Blankinship acknowl-
edges the building has seen 
better days, but said it poses 
no danger to man or horse, 
arguing that the Depart-
ment of Buildings and De-
partment of Health would’ve 
shut him down by now if that 
was the case.

“All stables have to be in-
spected. So there’s her inspec-
tion at odds with the Health 
Department inspection, at 
odds with the Department of 
Building inspection,” he said. 
“So her opinion is not neces-

sarily carved in stone.”
But the city has cited the 

stables multiple times for 
building violations over the 
past few years,  according to 
city records  — including for 
poorly maintained exterior 
walls and a shoddy roof.

Blankinship thinks Ker-
shaw’s admonitions may be 
fueled by resentment that 
the two never ended up ink-
ing a deal, which he says fell 
through because they “got lost 
in the details.”

“I guess it might be some 
sour grapes,” he said.

Kershaw claims Blankin-
ship just seemed reluctant to 
relinquish the reins of his fam-
ily business — although she 
noted that if they had man-
aged to shake hands, Kens-
ington Stables may not be fac-
ing the financial and physical 
problems it is today. 

“I believe he was con-
cerned about losing control 
of the barn, which was ironic, 
because he would have ended 
up remaining in control of 
the barn,” she said.

Blankinship says he is in 
negotiations to sell the prop-
erty to an unnamed buyer who 
is willing to keep stables on 
the property in some form 
if there is any new develop-
ment.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Carroll Gardens’ newest 
bar will get you wasted — 
by space pirates!

 Brooklyn’s only virtual 
reality arcade , VR Bar, is 
leaving its quiet Park Slope 
digs for a more rowdy strip 
of Smith Street, where the 
owner is hoping to attract 
bar-hopping 20-somethings 
to sample his library of re-
ality-bending titles, includ-
ing the first-person shooter 

Space Pirate Training and a 
hands-on version of the iP-
hone hit Fruit Ninja.

But the $3,000 brain-melt-
ing tech won’t be available to 
any bleary-eyed rummy fresh 
off the street — would-be pa-
trons will have to demonstrate 
at least a modicum of sobri-
ety before the purveyor of will 
hands over the keys.

“In general, if you’re too 
drunk to drive, you’re too 
drunk to do VR,” said VR 
Bar owner Kishore Doddi.

Gamers and thrill-seek-
ers will find VR Bar open 
for business at its new Smith 
Street location, where Doddi 
will give patrons the opportu-
nity to sample his Vive head-
sets and revolving list of titles 
at a rate of $10 for 10 min-
utes of play.

Visitors should expect an 
open, no-frills interior, which 
is all the better for waving 
around virtual swords and 
assault rifles, he said.

“We’re going to keep it 

A new dimension
Slope virtual-reality arcade on the move

pretty sparse,” said Doddi.
Doddi’s been shopping 

around for a larger space ever 
since he moved into a tempo-

rary hole-in-the-wall Union 
Street location in the Slope 
last year. 

His new spot isn’t much 

larger, but was available on 
a month-to-month contract, 
allowing Doddi to continue 
his search for a more perma-
nent location, he said. 

Doddi is excited to bring the 
novelty of high-quality virtual 
reality to a new location and cli-
entele, but says he’ll always re-
member his old Park Slope cli-
entele fondly for helping turn a 
risky venture in an untried mar-
ket into ongoing success.

“We were very happy with 
how everything worked out 
— it was better than we ex-
pected,” he said. 

VR Bar [261 Smith St. 
between Douglass and De-
graw streets in Carroll Gar-
dens, (909) 547–4673, www.
vrbar.nyc]. 

VR Bar owner Kishore Doddi shows off his multi-
dimensional games.
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