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Your World  — Your News

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Wooooah-oooooh, Brook-
lyn Bridge Park is halfway there 
in planning a new plaza, but — 
woooooah-oooooh — locals are 
livin’ on a prayer that they can 
change park honchos’ minds. 

The park plans on turning the 
vacant space under its namesake 
bridge into a public square where 
it can host an ice-skating rink in 
winter and concerts in the sum-
mer — a la Bon Jovi’s 2005 mu-
sic video for “ Welcome To Wher-
ever You Are ,”  which was filmed 
nearby back when it was Empire–
Fulton Ferry State Park  — but 
neighbors want to go back to the 
drawing board.

The park’s community advi-
sory panel is demanding it sched-
ule public workshops — so-called 
“charettes” — to discuss other 
ideas for the space, and mem-
bers passed a unanimous resolu-
tion to that effect at their March 
7 meeting.  

“A big plaza that will hold 
4,000 people — is that good for 
the park, good for surrounding 
communities? Before you make 
these decisions, our request is a 
community-based planning pro-
cess,” said member Judi Francis, 
one of 14 local civic and business 
leaders on the Community Advi-
sory Council.  

The decree came after park of-
ficials presented their vision for 
the piazza — a gathering space 
that can hold thousands of people, 
potentially to be used for festivals, 

KEEPING THE FAITH
Locals want to rethink planned plaza under B’Bridge

farmers’ markets, and the afore-
mentioned winter wonderland, plus 
large barriers around the bridge’s 
base to protect it from attacks — 
according to those present.

Park bigwigs refused to share 
the designs with this paper, de-
spite showing them at the public 
meeting, claiming they are “just 
preliminary.”

This rendering of an all-season “piazza” directly under the Brooklyn Bridge dates from 
2008. Park officials refused to share their latest designs with the paper.
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PARK HONCHOS:
WE’RE REALLY 

NOT THAT RICH 
SEE PAGE 3

See PARK  on page 2

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about naming and sham-
ing!

Pricey new trash cans slated 
to roll out in Red Hook are plas-
tered with the slogan “Sponsored by 
Council member Carlos Menchaca” 
— defying a city ban on electeds 
branding bins with their monikers. 
But the local pol claims he had no 
idea the business group responsi-
ble had made the illicit and un-
sightly additions, and agrees the 
decals should go.

“I was surprised and humbled 
by that gesture but I also hope they 
remove it — it ruins the artistic 
integrity of the sculpture,” said 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook), refer-
ring to trash cans as art.

Menchaca used $15,000 from 
taxpayer coffers to fund the 10 new 

refuse receptacles for Van Brunt 
Street in a project organized by 
Southwest Brooklyn Industrial De-
velopment Corp. and crafted by lo-
cal welder Marsha Trattner.

The fancy cans will replace an 
existing batch that are Sandy-bat-
tered but still appear to be in work-
ing order.  

A spokeswoman for the devel-
opment group also says Menchaca 
didn’t know his name was part of 
the design until they were unveiled 
last week, and her outfit thought 
the ban was just on pols asking for 
their label on junk buckets.

“We were under the impression 
that the rule was an elected offi-
cial can’t ask, ‘Oh put my name on 
this,’ but it’s up to the nonprofit,” 
said Jesse Solomon. 

In fact, the rule is that litter bas-
kets can advertise that they were 

funded by a council member, but 
not which one, according to Depart-
ment of Sanitation spokeswoman 
Kathy Dawkins. 

The pols used to be able to get 
their names on official Sanitation 
trash cans, too, just by assigning a 
few hundred bucks to the agency 
— but the city banned the prac-
tise after critics complained they 
were using public funds to turn 
community amenities into pro-
motional vehicles, according to 
a good-government expert.

“It became, ‘Why should the 
council members take credit for 
providing public trash cans when 
they’re using taxpayer dollars?’” 
said Citizens Union honcho Dick 
Dadey. “They weren’t using their 
own dollars or campaign dollars.”
 — with Lauren Gill

CANNERY NO!
New bins illicitly bear Councilman’s name

Councilman Carlos Menchaca and welder Marsha Trattner pose with new trash cans. The Red 
Hook pol claims he didn’t realize his name was plastered on the side until this photoshoot.
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Lose the “Menchaca,” 
take the cans.

The 10 new bespoke 
bins may feature a forbid-
den name, but they other-
wise look great.

The rubbish catchers were  
created by a local welder, 
who says the unique tree-
inspired design of each one 
is supposed to be a nod to 
the neighborhood’s indus-
trial past while also saying, 
“stash your trash here!”

“I wanted them to kind of 
blend in but also be notice-
able and welcoming to gar-
bage,” said Marsha Trattner, 
the owner of metalwork stu-
dio She-Weld on Van Dyke 
and Ferris streets. 

The new rubbish recep-
tacles are set to replace old 
Sandy-battered litter bas-
kets at the corners of Dike-
man, Sullivan, and Pioneer 
streets.

Nice cans

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Heights’ PS 8  once 
again  has a waiting list for next 
year’s kindergarten class, despite 
a controversial rezoning that dras-
tically reduced the area served by 
the popular elementary school last 
year.

Parents had hoped the change 
would stave off overcrowding for 
at least a few more years, but the 
city’s hot fix hasn’t weathered the 
rapid influx of families to the area, 
according to a local leader.

“It was a band-aid — a patch,” 

said Community Education Coun-
cil 13 president David Goldsmith, 
whose daughter attended PS 8. 
“Everyone is grappling with the 
fact that building in Downtown 
is outrageous and the amount of 
residential housing is exploding, 
and that whatever gain PS 8 got 
was just really temporary.”

The school had  its first wait-
list-free  year in a long while in 
2016 after the city  cut the area 
its serves by roughly half , rolling 
Dumbo and Vinegar Hill into the 
PS 307 school zone — a move that 
 outraged many prospective PS 8 

parents  who’d planned on send-
ing their offspring to the Hicks 
Street school, as well as those at 
PS 307  who worry  that a rush of 
rich white pupils will dramatically 
change a school that largely serves 
minority students. 

But the relief was short-lived 
— this year it has yet again had 
to relegate 22 pint-sized pupils to 
purgatory, and they’ll only be el-
igible to attend if some of the 165 
students offered spots elect to seek 
their schooling elsewhere. 

A Department of Education rep 
attributes the increase to 18 out-

Wait-list back at PS 8 just year after controversial rezoning
of-zone kids who are being grand-
fathered into the school because 
they already had older siblings 
there before the borders changed 
— and he’s confident things will 
ease off in the coming years once 
all of those families pass through 
the system. 

“The number of siblings receiv-
ing this priority will decrease in 
coming years,” said spokesman 
Will Mantel.

But Goldsmith thinks things 
will actually get worse due to 
Downtown development. And 
even if the city decides to throw 

money at the problem and erect a 
whole new elementary school, he 
said, the benefits wouldn’t be felt 
for years, so some more immediate 
solutions are still needed.

“Even if there was a pot of money 
and they could buy the land and 
build the buildings, we wouldn’t 
see these new school buildings for 
six, seven, or even eight years, so 
we have to look at this in terms 
of short-, medium-, and long-term 
solutions,” he said.

Goldsmith is hopeful those 
plans are already afoot, however 
— district Superintendent Barbara 

Freeman and the city are already 
working to find some short-term 
solutions, including school co-lo-
cations and selling parents on the 
merits of other schools in the dis-
trict with more seats, he says.

And it won’t involve blind-sid-
ing families with a pre-approved 
plan like the recent rezoning, he 
pledged.

“We’re done with the old way 
of getting things done,” Goldsmith 
said. “We’re going to have an open 
process and the planners are go-
ing to have discussions way be-
fore making proposals.”

Dismissal time at over-
crowded PS 8 is hectic.
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This Sunday March 19th           10am – 3:30pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER 2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between East 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)

                                                  FREE Admission Register now at eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017 Walk-ins welcome

Life’s a beach
After being lulled into a false sense of security by an unusually balmy February, Brook-
lynites are coming to grips with a very cold, very angry month of March. Winter Storm 
Stella might not have delivered on the promised blizzard-like accumulation, but the ad-
dition of freezing rain made Tuesday a thoroughly nasty day. On Surf Avenue in Coney 
Island, the beach umbrellas will have to wait.
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Bon Jovi filmed a video near Brooklyn Bridge in 2005. That 
could become a reality once again under the park’s plan to 
build a big public plaza there that can host concerts.
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We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 

We’re also on the radio. 
TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 

and AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 
at 6:00 PM to listen to 
 Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askthelawyer.nyc 

ys

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MON. MARCH 27th 

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Vesuvio Restaurant  
7305 Third Avenue 

WED. MARCH 29th   THUR. MARCH 30th 

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 

Buckley’s 
2926 Avenue S 

BROOKLYN- 
PARK SLOPE 
3 PM & 7 PM 

The Montauk Club 
25 Eighth Avenue 

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning 
will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you 
to one of our FREE seminars to learn 
about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

                       

A spokesman did respond 
by saying what they have 
already dubbed “ Brooklyn 
Bridge Plaza ” was based on 
charettes held between 2000 
and 2005 — before any of the 
park was built — but the panel 
members will have a chance 
to give their two cents as it 
works its way through their 
own design committee.  

But Francis says they don’t 
want to offer decorating tips 
on a pre-decided plan — they 
want to rethink the whole 
space before it is set in stone 
— and as Jon Bon Jovi once 

wailed, it is now or never.
“We are shown designs 

when the park has already de-
veloped them and we are told, 
‘Oh it is now finished and we 
can’t change it,’ ” said Francis, 
who’d personally like to see 
it used for a quieter, grassy 
area. “It is not input but en-
gagement before it is a ‘done 
deal’ that we requested.” 

Residents are particularly 
invested in the spot because 
 it was the site of the iconic 
old Purchase Building  that 
the park razed in 2008 — 
and they want to make sure 
the destruction was worth 

it, another committee mem-
ber said. 

“People are very sensitive 
about that part,” said Doreen 
Gallo, who wants to discuss 
restoring a cobblestone street 
that used to run through the 
space. 

Even Park Corporation al-
lies think the public should 
get a say in this final piece of 
the park puzzle — the head 
of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy, which runs pro-
gramming and fund-raising 
for the park, also voted in fa-
vor of the resolution.

Conservancy head Nancy 
Webster later hedged, saying 
she doesn’t necessarily want to 
go back to square one at this 

stage — she is pro-plaza — 
but she generally supports the 
notion that locals should get 
to weigh in, and she’s confi-
dent they’ll get to as the park 
usually seeks plenty of pub-
lic feedback.

“Using the language of 
‘public charettes’ is a little 
misleading given where the 
park is at in the design pro-
cesses,” said Webster. “Nev-
ertheless, public input is al-
ways a good thing.”

Park leaders told the coun-
cil they still don’t have all the 
funds for the makeover right 
now, and are hoping to use tax-
payer dollars courtesy of lo-
cal Council members or Bor-
ough President Adams. 

Continued from page 1

PARK...

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

They’re calling it a calcu-
lated move — with bad cal-
culations!

 Brooklyn Bridge Park hon-
chos slammed local activists 
who claim the waterfront par-
adise is flush with cash and 
doesn’t need any more de-
velopment to fund its main-
tenance, accusing them of us-
ing bad math to mislead the 
public.

The bigwigs fired the ac-
cusations at the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s  recent 
claims  that the green space 
is undervaluing its long-term 
real-estate revenue by mil-
lions — the crux of a forth-
coming  court battle  between 
the two over  planned luxury 
housing towers at Pier 6  — 
and advised the civic group 
to drop its crusade and fall 
into line. 

“The latest BHA submis-
sion follows the pattern of all 
previous attempts to dispute 
the need for the Pier 6 develop-
ment: basic arithmetic errors, 
cherry-picked data, mislead-
ing conclusions, and wrong as-
sumptions,” the park’s brass 
 wrote  on its site. “Now is the 
moment for the BHA to re-
turn to its roots as a respect-
able civic leader that similar 
organizations across the city 
can emulate.”

The Heights Association 

Numbers games
Bridge Park: Activists’ math is all wrong

 used new Department of Fi-
nance valuations on develop-
ments in the greensward  to es-
timate a $300-million disparity 
between what the park has pro-
jected it will reap in taxes on 
park properties over the next 
50 years and how much it ac-
tually stands to make — for 
example, the park valued its 
ritzy Pierhouse condo project 
at $147 per square foot, when 
the association estimated it 
was more like $230. 

The park responded that 
not only is the civic group 
wrong — a  letter  from the 
agency clarifies that it is ac-
tually valuing the under-con-
struction building at $178 per 
square foot for 2018 — but that 
its argument is moot, because 
the meadow needs $95 million 
from the Pier 6 project right 
now  to bug-proof the timber 
piles  that hold up the park over 

the East River from wood-eat-
ing crustaceans.

“DOF’s recent valuations 
have no bearing on the need 
for the Pier 6 development to 
fund the preventative main-
tenance of Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s marine infrastructure,” 
the park’s lawyers wrote in a 
submission to the court. 

But the locals are standing 
by their argument — and their 
arithmetic.

The park’s board mem-
bers still haven’t approved 
the payment for the preven-
tative work, argues the civ-
ic’s lawyer, but even if they 
do, he’s not convinced all the 
cash from the towers is needed 
right now — the work could 
be done over several years, or 
the park could borrow against 
future revenues to cover the 
cost, he said.

“The board has never ac-

tually made that judgement 
— much less relied on it to 
justify its vote to approve the 
Pier 6 towers,” said attorney 
Richard Ziegler.

He acknowledged the civic 
group’s calculations on the 
Pierhouse’s per-foot value 
don’t match those provided 
by the Finance Department 
— but claims that it is just a 
“sideshow.” The total value of 
the building is the only num-
ber that matters in the end, 
and the agency currently puts 
it at $376 million — compared 
with the park’s projection of 
$289 million, he said.

The park’s head honcho 
also acknowledged its fore-
casts were under, but argued 
that is a good thing — claiming 
it is always his goal to make 
conservative estimates so 
the park doesn’t run out of 
money.

“The reason this model was 
adopted is to make sure we 
have funds to maintain this 
park, so we always wind up 
coming in slightly under what 
the Department of Finance,” 
said interim president David 
Lowin.

The park  argues  the $376 
million figure is the irrele-
vant one, because there isn’t 
always a direct correlation be-
tween market value and tax 
— caps on increases, abate-
ments, and other factors play 
in — and you can’t predict the 
future on a single year’s val-
uation of an under-construc-
tion building alone.

Ultimately, a judge will un-
ravel this wonky debate and 
decide which party is correct. 
The two sides are set to face 
off in court on March 22.

The planned luxury housing at Pier 6, which park 
honchos say they need to pay for maintenance. 
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Holy renderings, Bat-
man!

The owner of  Gowanus’s 
so-called “Batcave”  — a turn-
of-the-century former power 
plant and derelict punk hang-
out near the canal — has un-
veiled his plans to turn the 
property into a manufacturing 
center for works of art over 
the next three years. 

 Millionaire philanthropist  
Joshua Rechnitz purchased 
the  famously graffiti-cov-
ered property  on Third Av-
enue, between Carroll and 
Third streets, for a cool $7 
million in 2012 — only a few 
months after the well-heeled 
bicycling enthusiast  made a 
high-profile but ultimately 
unrealized pledge  to build 
a $40-million velodrome in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

At the time, Rechnitz had 
envisioned the refurbished 
power station as a home for 
artists, with space for some 
50–odd studios spread 
throughout the workshop’s loft 
interior, but later decided the 
need for somewhere to fab-
ricate new masterpieces was 
greater, and re-envisioned it 
as an art-manufacturing cen-
ter dubbed Powerhouse Work-
shop, according to  a New York 
Times report .

The current plan is to in-
stall “state-of-the-art” facili-

Whole new Bat-design
Makeover coming for Gowanus’ immense ‘Batcave’

ties for the production of works 
in wood, metal, ceramics, and 
textiles, as well as print mak-
ing, according to his founda-
tion the Powerhouse Environ-
mental Arts Foundation. 

The redesign, by Swiss ar-
chitecture firm Herzog and 
de Meuron — which  also de-
signed  London’s famed Tate 
Modern gallery — focuses 
largely on restoring the main 
building, called the turbine 
hall, along with reconstruct-
ing its now demolished boiler 
house, which renderings de-

pict minus the twin smoke 
stacks and slanted roof that 
once characterized the by-
gone structure. 

From the outside, the iconic 
building will largely resem-
ble the power station that was 
— and the museum graffiti 
that wallpapers the inside will 
remain.

The structure began life as 
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit 
Power Station, a coal-burning 
plant built to supply electricity 
to the local steam railroad and 
street-car system in 1903.  

The plant was decommis-
sioned in the 1950s and the 
adjoining boiler house was 
later demolished, according 
to Powerhouse.

The property changed 
hands several times through 
the decades until its abandon-
ment in the 1990s, and has sat 
derelict ever since,  becoming 
a haunt for urban explorers 
and young punks , who cov-
ered the walls in graffiti and 
later dubbed the site’s rotting 
interiors as the Batcave some-
time in the early aughts.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Someone sent a bomb 
threat to the Jewish Children’s 
Museum in Crown Heights 
on March 9, prompting po-
lice to evacuate the building 
while they hunted for explo-
sives that, fortunately, never 

materialized. 
Staff received an alarm-

ing e-mail threatening a co-
ordinated pipe-bomb attack at 
8:45 am, and moved quickly 
to clear out the Eastern Park-
way museum, according to 
police.

The letter-writer claimed 

Hate mail
E-mailed bomb threat at 
Jewish Children’s Museum

Renderings created by architecture firm Herzog and de Meuron depict the 
Powerhouse Workshop, which will turn the dilapidated power station into an 
art-manufacturing hub but retain its graffiti-covered facade.  
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Police emptied the Jewish Children’s Museum after 
someone e-mailed in a bomb threat on March 9.
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See THREAT  on page 8
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Workers at three Babeland
stores in New York City – a
mission-driven, queer-owned

sex toy boutique – have made history by
ratifying their first union contract after
organizing with the RWDSU last year.
Workers will receive general wage
increases and adjustments, as well as
signing bonuses and post-probationary
wage increases. Most significantly, it’s
the first union contract that includes
added safety and security trainings and
protocols to protect Babeland’s
predominately LGBTQ and women
workforce in this highly emotionally
intimate industry. 

It’s a contract that shows the value of
unions, and how union contracts can
help workers in any industry and any
workplace. Babeland workers have
unique, job-specific concerns, and by
winning a voice and the power that
comes with it they were able to win a
contract that will significantly improve
their jobs and their work lives. And, it
will help protect them in the workplace,
which was one of the driving reasons
behind their desire to organize. 

In the era of Trump, with those who
have traditionally been marginalized by
society facing uncertain times and an
increasingly hostile environment, it’s
significant that these workers proved the
power we can all win when we stand
together. It’s significant because we all
deserve to be treated with dignity, justice
and respect. Working men and women –
regardless of race, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or immigration status –
refuse to recede back into the shadows,
or succumb to the fear being stoked by
our current presidential leadership. 

We will fight any attempts to
marginalize working people. We see it in
victories like those at Babeland, and we
see it in the emphatic rejection of
Andrew Puzder, who would have been
the most anti-worker Labor Secretary we
have ever known. Even in difficult times,
there is power in unity. Across America,
people are fighting
back, and we in the
labor movement are
proud to be an
integral part of it. 

We will fight any attempts to
marginalize working people.

Our Perspective

For Working People,
Progress and Resistance
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

In the era of Trump, it’s
significant that these workers
proved the power we can all win
when we stand together.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 

or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The Allure Group

SPONSORS:

March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway 
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planning
Expo & Conference

2017
FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
Walk-ins welcome

FREE Valet Parking
FREE Coffee, Tea 
& Refreshments

Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more 
than 80 vendor booths showcasing 
a variety of facilities, products and 
services such as assisted living, home 
care, pooled trusts, legal advice, 
insurance options, massage, neuro-
feedback, osteopathy, skin care, elder 
care options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more.

This Sunday!

FREE ADMISSION.
Register now at eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com
or call (718) 260-4552       Walk-ins welcome

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
10:30 am

Urology in the elderly            
Debunking Popular Myths About 

Elder Care
11:30 am

Safety Concerns of Seniors: 
Fraud, Fear & Facts 

What you need to know about 
Vascular Health: Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Navigating Your Home Care 

Options
Medicare and Medicaid 

Planning 

1:30 pm
Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 

Designations, and Estate Planning 
Understanding Managed Long 

Term Care- MLTC
2:30 pm The Benefi ts & Pitfalls of Probate

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Two brutes put a man in the 
hospital because they thought 
he’d served them a cold pie 
at a Lawrence Street pizze-
ria on March 6. 

The male and female duo 
accused the victim of giving 
them icy slices inside the store 
between Willoughby and Ful-
ton street at around 7 pm — 
but things got heated when 
the man punched the victim 
in the face and the woman 
smashed a chair over his head, 
according to a report.

Paramedics came to treat 
the injured pie guy’s head at 
the scene, then took him to 
Methodist Hospital. 

Hamburglars
Four fiends sneakily 

swiped a straphanger’s wal-
let while distracting her at 
the Clark Street 2 and 3 sta-
tion on March 4 — then tried 
to use her credit card to buy 
burgers.

The victim told cops that 
the quartet first approached 
her while she was waiting on 
the Midwood-bound platform 
at around 5 pm, standing ex-
tremely close to her and talk-
ing so as to divert her atten-
tion. 

The woman is “100 per-
cent” sure her Michael Kors 

wallet was in her bag at the 
time, but after she boarded the 
red bullet, she reached inside 
and found the wallet — plus 
the two credit cards and iden-
tification cards it contained 
— had vanished, according 
to a police report.

Someone later tried to use 
one of her cards to buy $18 
worth of greasy grub at a fast-
food chain, but the charge was 
declined, police said. 

Rack attack
Police arrested a guy for 

allegedly trying to whack 
an officer with a wrench on 
Warren Street on March 8, 
after the cop says he busted 
the man trying to use it to 
steal a bike.

The officer reported seeing 
the suspect trying to remove a 
two-wheeler locked on a rack 
on the sidewalk at Smith Street 
at around 1:20 pm. 

When the guy realized he’d 
been caught wrench-handed, 
he allegedly swung the tool 
at the cop and tried to run off 
— but the patrolman instead 
caught his arms and slapped 
cuffs on them, according to 
a report. 

Bad workout
Some scoundrel stole a 

gym-goer’s clothes and wal-
let from his locker at a Liv-
ingston Street health club on 
March 9.

The 32-year-old victim 
told authorities that he started 

Brutes smash pizzeria worker with chair over cold pie
working up a sweat at the fit-
ness hub between Elm Street 
and Bond Place at 10 pm. But 
when the gym bunny returned 
to the locker room at 11:45 pm, 
he discovered he had nothing 
to change into — the lock on 
his storage space was gone and 
his coat, shirt, and jeans had 
vanished from inside, along 
with a wallet containing $13, 
a debit card, and a Long Is-
land Railroad ticket. 

No fare
Two louts beat a taxi driver 

and swiped his phone instead 
of paying their fare on Law-
rence Street on March 7.

One of the villains hailed 
the green cab at Fulton Street 
at around 6 pm, and told the 
driver to head to Fulton and 
Jay streets to pick up his 
buddy, police said. 

But when the second 
scoundrel got into the car, 
the two bad guys punched 
the driver before taking his 
iPhone 5S and charger, and 
running off down Jay Street 
towards Willoughby Street, 
cops said.

The brush off
Someone pilfered a paint-

er’s pricey industrial equip-
ment from a Jay Street con-
struction site sometime 
between Feb. 15 and March 
9.

The victim told cops he 
chained up his Titan 840 air-
less paint-sprayer and Spec-
seal A5205 firestop spray at 
the worksite between Tillary 
and Johnson streets at 3 pm 
on Feb. 15, but when he re-
turned at 6:30 am on March 
9, the chain had been cut and 
the gear was gone.

— Ruth Brown

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Group barge
Cops arrested six people 

for forcing their way into a 
Carlton Avenue apartment 
on March 10 and threaten-
ing the resident.

The man told police he was 
in his apartment near Park Av-
enue at 4:50 pm when one of 
the suspects forced his way 
into his home and threatened 
him with a gun. 

Fearing for his life, the 

victim fled the apartment, 
leaving the suspects in the 
home, to call 911, according 
to police.

Police apprehended the 
suspects, who they say are 
between the ages of 16 and 35, 
at the home at 5:30 pm.

Alerted in time
Some nogoodnik broke into 

a Greene Avenue business 
on March 8 but left empty-
handed. 

The owner told cops that 
she closed her store near Car-
lton Avenue around 6:15 pm, 
and got a call from her secu-
rity company alerting her that 
alarms were going off around 
10:40 pm. 

She went to check on her 
store and discovered that two 
outside doors were broken, 
though nothing was miss-
ing, according to the police 
report. 

Big withdrawal
Some huckster used fraud-

ulent checks to steal more than 
$22,000 from a Prince Street 
business between Jan. 17 and 
March 6.

The owner of the establish-
ment between Flatbush and 
Myrtle avenues said she was 
checking the bank account on 
March 6 around 10:40 pm 
and discovered that some-
one had been making unau-
thorized transactions through 
fake checks for almost three 
months, according to the re-
port.  — Alexandra Simon

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Road rage
Police arrested a 47-year-

old man for attacking a mo-
torist on Fifth Street on Feb. 
27.

The victim told police he 
was behind the wheel of his 
car near Seventh Avenue at 
12:57 pm, when a traffic dis-
pute somehow related to a dou-
ble-parked truck saw him em-
broiled in an shouting match 
with the suspect.

The other man came out 
on top of the argument after 
he allegedly socked the vic-
tim square in the jaw, leaving 
the man bloodied and bruised, 
before police arrested the sus-
pect, cops said.

Blasphemy!
A sacrilegious sneak stole 

a man’s bike after he parked 
it on Carroll Street while he 
went to pray at a nearby house 
of worship on Feb. 26.

The victim told police he 
locked his bike to a pole be-
tween Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues as he headed to church at 
10 am, and returned just shy 
of an hour later to find his 
Speedstar bicycle gone. 

Bad day
Cops cuffed a 22-year-old 

woman suspected of going 
ballistic inside the city’s so-
cial services office on Fourth 
Avenue.

A worker told police the 
suspect was inside the de-
partment building between 
Pacific and Dean streets at 
11:57 am, when she suddenly 
lost it and started hammer-
ing a glass partition with her 
foot, causing around $1,000 
worth of damage.

Graft card
Police busted a 26-year-old 

employee of a Flatbush Ave-
nue department store who they 
say took $4,000 worth of ill-
gotten gift cards on Feb. 18.

Another worker told po-
lice he was inside the store 
between Atlantic and Fourth 
avenues at 4:07 pm when he 
spotted the suspect fill two 
gift cards with $2,000 each, 
and stuff them in her pock-
ets.

Double tipping
Cops busted a 23-year-

old man for allegedly steal-
ing $504 from the Bergen 
Street nightclub where he 
worked on Feb. 21.

Detectives claim they got 
the suspect to fess up to loot-
ing the watering hole be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-

nues at 2 am that night, when 
he allegedly cleaned out the 
register after everybody else 
had gone home.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Massive mistake 
A rogue drove off with a 

guy’s car after he parked it 
with the keys still in the ig-
nition on Clinton Street on 
March 11, police said. 

The 41-year-old left his 
green 2007 Lincoln town 
car still running near Ham-
ilton Avenue at about 8:30 pm 
when a punk jumped in it and 
drove off, according to author-
ities. The guy had also left 
his Samsung Galaxy phone 
and $500 inside, police said. 
The vehicle was later recov-
ered on Bush Street between 
Columbia and Otsego streets, 
according to authorities. 

Punked
A generous guy thinks 

a snake scammed him out 
of hundreds of dollars on 
Henry Street on March 8, 
police said.

The 53-year-old guy gave 
the supposedly down-on-his-
luck man $760 near Sackett 
Street at about 4 pm after he 
said he needed it for his fam-
ily for a hotel and gas because 
he was homeless, according 
to authorities. 

But the do-gooder thinks 
the weasel tricked him, as he 
drove off in a dark-colored 
sports utility vehicle, offi-
cials said. 

Bad boss 
A employer hit his worker 

inside a business on Colum-
bia Street on March 10, po-
lice said. 

The 37-year-old employee 
told police his boss hit him 
on the left side of his head, 
causing pain and minor cuts, 
during work near Gowanus 
Bay at 7:38 am, according to 
authorities. 

They’re not toys! 
Cops cuffed a guy for 

having a gun and pot in his 
Clinton Street apartment on 
March 3.

Police had a search warrant 

for the 35-year-old’s house 
near Hamilton Avenue, and 
entered at 6:20 am to find the 
32-caliber revolver and large 
quantity of marijuana were ac-
cessible to his two children, 
according to authorities. Cops 
are searching for a second per-
son, police said. 

Caught 
Police arrested a 39-year-

old man who had an active 
warrant after they pulled him 
over in his car on Columbia 
Street on March 11.

Officers pulled the suspect 
over between W. Ninth and 
Huntington streets at about 5 
pm for excessively tinted win-
dows, and then saw a switch-
blade in plain view, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Energizer thief 
Officers nabbed a guy who 

they say stole packs of batter-
ies from a Smith Street store 
on March 7.

The suspect put four packs 
of Duracell batteries in his 
backpack and left the store 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets at about 4:15 pm, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Drug bust 
Police cuffed a 29-year-old 

woman for having heroin and 
a crack pipe on Baltic Street 
on March 7.

Authorities arrested the 
woman for allegedly swip-
ing three dollars from a guy 
between Bond and Nevins 
streets at 2:20 pm when they 
found bottles of heroin marked 
“do or die” and a crack pipe 
with residue on it, according 
to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Opportunist
A prowler snuck into a 

man’s bedroom and grabbed 
his stuff while he was in the 
shower in his 13th Avenue 
home on March 8, said po-
lice. 

The man told police he 
went to take a shower in his 
apartment between 69th and 
70th streets at 7 pm. 

He left his bedroom win-
dow open and when he came 
out his wallet — with cash 
and bank cards — was gone, 
police said. 

Sick thief 
A baddie broke into a drug-

store on 86th Street on March 
5 and made off with meds.

A witness told police that 
the man entered the pharmacy 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 4:20 pm and grabbed 
the drugs off the shelf, said 
police. 

The goon ran out with 
boxes of Claritin, Zyrtec, 
and Allegra, according to a 
police report. 

Jewelry heist
A goon busted into a man’s 

77th Street home on March 
7 and made off with a trove 
of jewelry. 

The man told police when 
he woke up in his home be-
tween Colonial Road and 
Ridge Boulevard at 7 am he 
discovered broken glass and 
that someone busted the back 
door. A watch, gold chains, 
and a platinum ring were 
taken, said police.

— Caroline Spivack
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E
gg-cept the challenge! 

Ensure yourself a year that goes over 
easy by setting an egg on its end at the 

Spring Equinox Egg Balancing Celebra-
tion at Grand Army Plaza on March 20. 
The 42nd annual event, organized by ur-
ban shaman Donna Henes, also known as 
“Mama Donna,” is part of a ritual to wel-
come warmer weather and longer days. 

“We’re welcoming in spring, we always 
start with an invocation and a blessing of 
the earth,” said Henes, who lives in Pros-
pect Heights. “And it’s an old Chinese cus-
tom that if you stand an egg on the first 
day of spring you’ll have good luck for the 
rest of the year,”

On the first day of spring, also known as 

the spring equinox, the day and night are 
of exactly equal length, and so a sense of 
balance descends on the planet, said Henes, 
which may help the round chicken incu-
bators to stand.

“It is a day of balance, and so I think 
maybe that has something to do with it,” 
she said.

And so each spring equinox, New York’s 
“Unofficial Commissioner of Public Spirit” 
celebrates the way the world turns by host-
ing an eggstravagant egg-standing cere-
mony for families and kids. Henes brings 
360 raw eggs from her local Food Town, 
and no one is allowed to leave before their 
egg stands up on its own, she said. 

“We always make it our business to stand 
all 360 eggs up,” she said.

The moment when the egg settles up-
right is magical, said Henes.

“It’s quite amazing because when you 
are trying to balance the eggs — raw reg-
ular eggs on the pavement  — you’re hold-
ing and tipping it this way and that way, 
and there’s this moment of balance almost 
like you can feel it click, and when you re-
move your hand the egg stands up by it-
self,” she said. 

Because the spring equinox only hap-
pens once each year, Henes has to put all 
her eggs in one basket, and the event hap-
pens regardless of the weather. Past crowds 
have turned out in rain, snow, and gloom 
of night, said Henes. 

“Two years ago it was an absolute blizzard 
and people came, stood up their eggs in the 
snow,” she said. “It was fantastic.”

When the event is over, the 30-dozen 
eggs do not go to waste — Henes donates 
them to a nearby soup kitchen, where they 

get cooked up into omelettes and served, 
she said.

Henes has hosted the event for decades, 
but this year’s political turmoil has people 
yearning for signs of hope, and makes the 
upcoming celebration a little more mean-
ingful, she said. 

“These times are really trying for a lot 
of people, the whole political atmosphere, 
it’s been a hard time for a lot of people and 
so something as uplifting as this certainly 
underscores that hope,” she said. “The sun 
is still working, and we are still on this 
planet and things are okay. It’s a very op-
timistic kind of holiday.”

42nd Annual Spring Equinox Egg Bal-
ancing Celebration at the Bailey Fountain 
at Grand Army Plaza [Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights]. 
March 20 at 6 am. Free. 

Killer casting

No one knows whodunit! 
When the Brooklyn Theatre Club starts its 

production of “The Mystery of Edwin Drood” on 
March 22, the show will not have an ending or 
a full cast. But all will be well, says its director 
— the interactive show will turn to the audience 
to provide a conclusion to the murder mystery 
musical, and to complete the killer cast. 

“The audience gets to vote on the detective and 
we round it out,” said Stephen Schapero (pictured, 
right). “And at our theater company we also like 
to include our audience in small roles — it’s a 
nice tie-in to the work we already do.” 

The show, based on an unfinished novel by 
Charles Dickens, asks the audience to vote dur-
ing intermission on which character is the killer, 
which is a secret detective, and who falls in love. 
And because those roles depend on the popular vote, 
actors hoping for a plum part will play their hearts 
out to win viewers to their side, said Schapero.

“I have told the actors that any chance of get-
ting chosen is going to be directly related to the 
performance they give,” he said. “The audience 
will see the energy they bring and will be drawn 
to different things. Someone is going to get voted 
the murderer or secret detective, and someone 
in the audience is going to be the lover.”

And audience members chosen at random 
will be given a script and assigned a role in the 
play. Those with stage-fright can always de-

cline, but the show gives a warm welcome 
to new recruits, regardless of their skill 
level, said the show’s producer. 

“Our goal is get total strangers to bring 
new faces to the stage,” said Mara Fran-
kel. “The most exciting thing is getting 
to see someone who is doing this for the 
first time, and they feel so silly — but 
everyone gets big applause, no matter 
how big or small their part.”

The show has a lush score and witty di-
alog, but the semi-improvised ending gives 
it a little something extra, said Frankel. 

“The work is unfinished but what exists 
is a great and witty piece of theatre that is 
made all better by this conclusion,” she said. 
“I really want audiences to see it because it’s 
something that is rare in theater.”
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood” at Much-

more’s [2 Havemeyer St. at N. Ninth Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 576–3222, www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com]. March 22, 24, and 29 at 8:45 pm. 
$18 ($15 in advance). — Alexandra Simon

T H E AT E R

Her paintings pack a punch!
Carroll Gardens artist Susan Bee will lay out 

her latest collection of work in the exhibit “Pow! 
New Paintings,” opening at the A.I.R. Gallery in 
Dumbo on March 17. Among her brightly col-
ored oil and enamel images are 
a series of couples, inspired by 
those in black-and-white film 
stills, featuring two different 
kinds of smacks — slaps and 
smooches.

“The figures in the couple 
paintings interact with each 
other in love and struggle, and 
with tension as well as tender-
ness,” Bee said. “These paintings are both hom-
age and confrontation.”

Bee created new narratives for the old-time 
images by imagining new backgrounds, colors, 
compositions and characters through a mix of 
collage and painting.

“I work intuitively,” Bee said. “I want to en-
hance the found images with the addition of 
color, pattern and texture.”

Once Bee chooses an image and sketches it 
out on the canvas, she uses the basic outline of 
the scene as a space for improvisation.

“This process is much like the way a jazz musi-
cian riffs on a famous melody,” Bee said. “I put in 
the layers of oil paint gradually over time, build-
ing up to a composition that works as a figurative 
paintings but also as a colorful abstraction.”

Bee connects with audiences by evoking in-
tense moods and emotional, colorful scenes.

“I hope that the viewers are stimulated and 
energized by the paintings,” Bee said. “To me, 
paintings can awaken one to the possibilities of the 
imagination through color and composition.”

“Pow!” is Bee’s 21st solo exhibition, and her 
eighth at the A.I.R. Gallery. Her first exhibit in 
the Dumbo space came in 1998, and she says 
that the gallery has provided an important space 
for community and experimentation.

“It is great to be part of a historically important 
women’s cooperative gallery that has been operat-
ing continuously since 1972 in New York City,” Bee 
said. “As women artists, we can support each other 
and take risks to show work that might not be able 
to be shown in a more commercial space.”

“Pow! New Paintings” by Susan Bee [A.I.R. 
Gallery, 155 Plymouth St. at Jay Street in Dum-
bo, (212) 255–6651, www.airgallery.org]. Open-
ing reception March 17, 6–8 pm. On display 
through April 16, Wed–Sun, noon–6 pm. Free.
 — Claire McCartney

Pow ’er up! 
A R TTake a crack at it!: Urban Shaman Donna Henes invites you to balance an egg on the ground during her annual Spring Equinox Egg Balancing Celebration.

Shelling out!
An egg-cellent outdoor ceremony to welcome Spring
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

A 
bit of history has landed on the 
shores of Dumbo!

An all-ages military musical 
uses songs, dance, and puppetry to bring 
to life a tragic, almost-forgotten piece of 
World War II history. “946: The Amaz-
ing Story of Adolphus Tips” running at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse through April 9, 
delves into the ill-fated rehearsals for D-
Day that brought battalions of African-
American soldiers to a tiny town on the 
shore of England. The British company 
behind the show believes that its testa-
ment to the human spirit will have ex-
tra resonance for a modern American 
audience, said its artistic director.

“It’s this covered-up history of these 
mainly black GIs coming to this rural 
community with all the themes of di-
versity and inclusivity that are so rel-
evant to now,” said Mike Shepherd, 

who also acts in the play. “We were 
especially keen on bringing this to the 
U.S. because those black GIs were air-
brushed out of American history.”

The play dives into the buried events 
of “Operation Tiger” on April 28, 1944 
— a massive dress rehearsal for the 
invasion of Normandy that was in-
tended to feel, look, and smell like the 
real thing. But the rehearsal turned 
into one of the war’s biggest fiascoes, 
when  German boats spotted the troop 
ships and attacked , killing 946 men 
during the massive simulation.

But the play, based on a children’s 
book of the same name, uses an un-
usual frame for the story, telling it 
through the eyes of a young girl and a 
black soldier on a quest to find her cat 
during the bungled maneuvers. 

“It’s this adult world and war told 
through the perspective of a little girl 
and her cat, so it’s relatable for kids,” 
said Shepherd. 

For the exercise, the village of Slap-
ton was transformed into a war zone, 
with thousands of locals ordered to 
leave, and unsure if they were flee-
ing a real invasion. 

In the play, a young girl named 
Lily realizes her cat Tips was left be-
hind during the evacuation, and she 
sets out with the help of an Ameri-
can solider named Adolphus to res-
cue her beloved feline from behind 
the simulated battlefront.

The show uses original songs and 
1940s tunes to tell their story, en-
hanced by a vibrant cast of characters 
and puppets, portraying soldiers, local 
figures, and a slew of cats, chicken, 
and sheep. The narrative fuses Lily and 
Adolphus’ journey with the unfolding 
drama of Operation Tiger to create 
a touching tale that all ages can get 
something out of, said Shepherd.

“There’s delight and scariness for 
children and delight and poignancy 
for adults,” he said. “We’ve always 
done shows for everyone, we don’t 
make children’s shows. We make a 
show everyone can enjoy. It’s just a 
bloody good night out.”

“946: The Amazing Story of Adol-
phus Tips” at St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[45 Water St. between Old Dock and 
New Dock streets in Dumbo, (718) 
254–8779, www.stannswarehouse.
org] Through April 9; Tue–Fri at 8 
pm, Sat, 3 pm and 8 pm, Sun, 2 pm 
and 7 pm. $35–$71.

An act of war
Musical reveals the hidden 
history of D-Day rehearsal

D-dance: “946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips,” now playing 
at St. Ann’s Warehouse, is a rollicking play set in England shortly 
before D-Day.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 17

Grab back
One of the leaders 
of Pussy Riot, the 
Russian punk band 
arrested for protest-
ing Putin, has cre-
ated a musical about 
her experience of 
hiding from police, 
the band’s arrest, 
and their time in a 
penal colony. Maria 
Alyokhina will per-
form in the hour-
long protest piece 
“Revolution” 
tonight, followed by 
a discussion with the 
audience.

10 pm at National 
Sawdust (80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.
nationalsawdust.org). 
$45. 

SATURDAY
March 18

Still dancing
Get booze and culture 
tonight with a dance 
performance inside a 
distillery! The art 
series Crawl hosts two 
queer choreographed 
performances tonight 
at Industry City Distill-
ing: first, a parody of 
restrictive gender 
norms in the bro-
mance-inspired “Pack-
age,” and then Brook-
lyn choreographer 
Brendan Drake (pic-
tured) lets his freak 
flag fly in “The Big 
Finish.”

8 pm at Industry City 
Distilling (33 35th St., sixth 
floor, between Second 
and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, www.indus-
trycitydistillery.com). $20.

SUNDAY
March 19

Brooklyn go 
bragh!
Park Slope’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade will 
step off at 1 pm, with 
bagpipers and Irish 
step dancers travel-
ing down 15th Street 
to Seventh Avenue, 
down to Garfield 
Place, and then back 
along Prospect Park 
West. This year’s 
Grand Marshal is 
James Houlihan (pic-
tured), the owner of 
Farrell’s Bar, so stop 
by after the parade.

1 pm at Bartel-Pritchard 
Square (15th Street and 
Prospect Park West, www.
brooklynstpatricksparade.
com). Free.

MONDAY
March 20

Hello, 
Othello!
Get an up-close look 
at the LoftOpera 
company’s perfor-
mance of the Shake-
spearean tragedy 
“Otello” tonight, 
performed inside an 
intimate photogra-
phy studio in Bush-
wick. The show, 
which is set in mid-
20th century Italy, is 
the first fully-staged 
production of Rossi-
ni’s opera in New 
York City in more 
than 40 years.

8 pm at Lightspace Studio 
(1115 Flushing Ave. 
between Porter and 
Varick avenues in 
Bushwick), www.loftopera.
com. $30. 

THURSDAY
March 23

Funny 
femmes  
You can visit the 
Brooklyn Museum for 
free tonight, but if 
you shell out the 
usual suggested 
donation you can 
also catch the 
“Brooklyn Comedy 
Marathon: Fierce, 
Funny, and Feminist,” 
featuring many fabu-
lous female-identified 
stand-up performers, 
including Kerry Cod-
dett (pictured).

7–11:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 638–5000, brooklyn-
museum.org]. $16.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 17
ART, “CHLOROPHELIA” OPENING 

RECEPTION: An exhibit of mixed-
media paintings of microscopic 
organisms by Brooklyn artist Seren 
Morey. Free. 6–9 pm. Anthony Philip 
Fine Art (56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan Street 
in Bushwick), www.anthonyphilip-
fi neart.com. 

MUSIC, ST. PATRICK’S DAY IRISH 
MUSIC SESSION: Celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day with traditional Irish music. 
Free. 5:30 pm. The Wicked Monk 
[8415 Fifth Ave. at 84th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 921–0601]. 

THEATER, “CURLEW RIVER,” “DIDO 
AND AENEAS”: The Mark Morris 
Dance Group performs two operas 
from two distinct historical periods. 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), bam.org. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD OF YOUTH”: 
The Tennessee Williams play about 
a gigolo and drifter who returns to 
his home town as the companion 
of a once-was movie star. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, SUSANA BACA: A perfor-
mance by the esteemed Peru-
vian singer-songwriter. $35 ($30 
in advance). 8 pm. Pioneer Works 
[159 Pioneer St. between Imlay and 
Conover streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.org. 

THEATER, “DIRTY PANTIES” THE MU-
SICAL: A collection of scenes and 
performances created by women 
working in the sex industry. $35–
$40. 8 pm. House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in Bushwick), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

COMEDY, AMERICAN CANDY’S 
“BACK IN THE DAY”: The sketch 
comedy group takes on ridiculous 
things from their childhoods. With 
pre-show wine reception. $25. 8 
pm. Actor’s Fund Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. between Smith 
and Hoyt streets in Downtown, (718) 
622–3655], apecialeducator.net. 

THEATER, “LUNCHTIME”: Tony 
Award-winning writer Greg Kotis’s 
newest play is a cautionary tale of of-
fi ce romance played out over lunch. 

$18. 8 pm. The Brick [575 Metropoli-
tan Ave. between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S ST. 
PATRICK’S DAY FOR SINNERS: 
An all-redheads edition of the bur-
lesque show. $25 ($15 in advance). 
9 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “LEPRECHAUN IN THE HOOD”: 
Ice-T takes on an evil leprechaun 
played by Warwick Davis. $12. Mid-
night. Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-
politan Ave. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com. 

SAT, MARCH 18
DANCE, KINGS ARENA TOURNA-

MENT: A 16-man street dance com-
petition. $20. 3 pm. Brooklyn Rocks 
[2214 Church Ave. between Flatbush 
and Bedford avenues in Flatbush, 
(347) 925–7468], Kingsarenanyc.
eventbrite.com. 

THEATER, “ZAMBONI GODOT”: Didi 
and Gogo bide their time in 21 infer-
nal modern landscapes. $18. 8 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, RESIST!: The fi rst in a monthly 
series of shows raising cash for the 
New York Civil Liberties Union. 
Featuring the Crevulators All Star 
Hootenanny Jam, poetry, live paint-
ing by Zito, and soul band Empire 
Beats. $7. 8:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

EVENT, COFFEE AND TEA FESTIVAL: 
Get buzzed on coffee and tea from 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

BOSTON CELTICS: $49–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$200. 1 pm.  

SAT, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NYPD VS FDNY CHARITY 

HOCKEY GAME: $32.50. 8 pm. 

SUN, MARCH 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

DALLAS MAVERICKS: $45–
$3,000. Noon.

MON, MARCH 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25–$130. 7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

DETROIT PISTONS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Flipping out: Chris Jericho, upside down, will try to stay on his 
feet during his tag-team match at Barclays Center on March 
20, as part of the Monday Night Raw wrestling event.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER



March 17–23, 2017 AWP  7Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou probably won’t ruin your beer.

One of the challenges of brewing 
your own beer is that, if something goes 

wrong, you might not know until you open 
a bottle four weeks later. But most home-
brewers are overly paranoid while cooking 
their first batch, says one of the owners of 
the Brooklyn Brew Shop. 

“Most of the questions we get are ‘Did I 
ruin my beer?’ And the answer, usually, is 
‘No, not yet,’ ” said Erica Shea, who founded 
the Dumbo home-brewing company with 
Stephen Valand in 2009. The pair started sell-
ing kits at the Brooklyn Flea, and now ship 
beer-making supplies all over the world.

Inspired by the many, many excellent stouts 
I consumed during New York City Beer Week, 
this beer-loving editor decided to concoct his 
own black brew, using an Oatmeal Stout kit 
from the Brooklyn Brew Shop. The box comes 
with almost everything a first-time brewer 
needs to produce two six-packs: a one-gal-
lon jug, plastic tubes, a thermometer, yeast, 
and a grain mixture tailored for one of 20 
varieties of beer. 

I got Shea on the phone to discuss the 
stages where — like most first-time brewers 
— I worried I might have gone wrong.

The first step was boiling up the mash, try-
ing to keep the temperature between 144 and 
152 degrees, but on my gas stove I found the 
mash rocketing between too low and too high. 
But that’s not really a problem, said Shea.

“Beer is pretty forgiving,” she said. “A 
few degrees off or a few minutes too long 
— it doesn’t matter. It might be 6.4.% [al-
cohol by volume] instead of 6.6%, but that 
won’t affect the flavor.”

After straining the boiled malt into an-
other pot — or for me, a pair of vessels usu-
ally reserved for tomato sauce — I got the 
proto-brew through a funnel and into the 
glass gallon jug. 

After peeking at it impatiently over the 
next two weeks, I added yeast and sugar, 
shook up the brew, and transferred it into 
bottles. Brooklyn Brew Shop’s  instructional 
video  makes this process seem deceptively 
easy, but my neighbors were treated to a se-
ries of curses as I stretched the tube from 
the counter to the sink, and finally onto 
the floor, spilling a bottles-worth of beer 
in the process. This is common experience,  
said Shea. 

“I find the bottling to be the biggest chal-
lenge,” said Shea. “It’s a little tricky — you 
have to harness the power of gravity, espe-
cially if you’re short. I often enlist some-
one else to help.” 

And after another two weeks in the dark-
ened closet, my brew — which I dubbed 
“The Stouter Darkness” poured out black 
as interstellar night. It had a nice choco-
late aftertaste — but it was flat, with foam 
that vanished immediately. My colleagues 
in the office pronounced it “drinkable” but 
“under-carbonated.”

I told Shea the verdict on the beer but 
again, she told me not to worry — it proba-
bly just needs a little extra time to get prop-
erly bubbly. 

“Give it a few more days,” she said. “Be-
cause it’s been so cold, it takes a little lon-
ger to build up carbonation.”

So I will be sampling it again on St. Pat-
rick’s Day — and deciding what my next ex-
periment with home-brew is going to be.

Beer Making Kit from Brooklyn Brew 
Shop (www.brooklynbrewshop.com). $40.

Brews clues
Our arts editor gets beer-making tips

Malt man: The editor holds the result of his Brooklyn Brew Shop experiment.

A
d

ai
r 

Ia
co

no

more than 60 vendors at 
this annual carnival of caf-
feinated beverages. $15. 10 
am–5 pm. Brooklyn Expo 
Center (72 Noble St. at 
Franklin Street in Green-
point). 

ART, “BAD TATTOOS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of sculptures 
from Brooklyn artist Gina 
Dawson, fi lled with layers of 
personal signifi ers and pop-
culture references. Free. 
6–9 pm. The Java Project 
[252 Java St. between 
McGuinness Boulevard and 
Provost Street in Green-
point, (917) 881–3576], 
www.thejavaproj.com. 

COMEDY, THE POD OF 
MANY CASTS: Watch im-
prov comedy nerds play 
Dungeons & Dragons at 
this live podcast record-
ing. Free. 9 pm. Twenty-
sided Store (362 Grand St. 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), twentysided-
store.com. 

SUN, MARCH 19
MUSIC, WEDDING CRASH-

ERS LIVE: The best musi-
cians for your wedding in 
one marathon showcase. 
Decide which killer band to 
book for your big day based 
on who makes you dance 
the hardest! $5. 3–6 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC SUNDAY 
MORNINGS: Enjoy Peter 
Pan Donuts and acous-
tic music from Bobby and 
Bucky. Free. 11 am–1 pm. 
Brooklyn Farmacy & Soda 
Fountain (513 Henry St. at 
Sackett Street in Carroll 
Gardens), brooklynfarmacy-
andsodafountain.com. 

TALK, PHILOSOPHY FOR 
KIDS: New York Times 
columnist Simon Critchley 
invites New York’s youngest 
intellectuals to engage in 
deep conversations about 
subjects ranging from 
friendships to society. No 
parents allowed! For kids 5 
to 12 years old. Free. 2 pm, 
3 pm, and 4 pm at Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MON, MARCH 20
TALK, IMMIGRANT NEW 

YORK: Historian Tyler 
Anbinder discusses how 
newcomers have helped to 
defi ne and redefi ne this city 
over the past 400 years. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 

Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, “WHY REPARA-
TIONS?”: A community 
discussion on why repara-
tions are important, and 
how to authentically honor 
the human experience while 
also keeping the bigger 
picture in mind. Free. 7 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

TUES, MARCH 21
READING, LYDIA PEELLE: The 

author reading from her 
debut novel about World 
War One, “The Midnight 
Cool,” with period music by 
Ketch Secor, a presentation 
of propaganda posters, and 
more. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

COMEDY, DUNCAN TRUS-
SELL FAMILY HOUR: Join 
comedian Duncan Trussel, 
known for his popular pod-
cast and his unique blend 
of humor, fringe ideas, 
eclectic guests, and great 
interviews. $25. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “I DON’T THINK 

SO, HONEY!”: Fifty come-
dians take one minute each 
to go off on culture. With 
Matt Rogers, Bowen Yang, 
Kady Ruth Ashcraft, and lots 
more! $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

WED, MARCH 22
TALK, “WHOSE PARK? EQ-

UITY IN NYC’S GREEN 
SPACES”: In New York City, 
parks and green spaces aim 
to provide some respite for 
all. But do they indeed serve 
every New Yorker equally? 
Is sharing our green space 
more easily said than done? 
Join a panel of local politi-
cians and activists in dis-
cussing parks, equity, and 
the complicated mediation 
between users. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, DRUNK SCIENCE: 
Watch three intoxicated 
comedians compete to 
present the best scientifi c 
dissertation to a panel of 
real scientists. Hosted by 
comedians Joanna Roth-
kopf, Shannon Odell, and 
Jordan Mendoza. $8. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, MARCH 23
TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 

HAPPY HOUR TOUR: 
Spend an evening at the 
beautifully restored Kings 
Theatre for a behind the 
scenes, historic tour of the 
venue paired with a glass 
of our best wine. Must 
be 21 or over. One glass 
of wine included with the 
ticket. $25. 6:30 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 

between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, PATRICK WATSON, 
THE WESTERLIES: $15. 7 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, ROLLING BLACK-
OUTS: $12. 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. 

COMEDY, “WHAT’S YOUR 
DAMAGE?”: Sachi Ezura 
and Halle Kiefer host a show 
that asks comics to ruminate 
on the middle school humili-
ations, dating embarrass-
ments, and family drama 
that haunt them to this day. 
Free. 8 pm. The Grand (646 
Grand St. between Manhat-
tan Ave and Leonard Street 
in Williamsburg), www.
thegrandbarandgrill.com. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH 
YASMINE HAMDAN: The 
musician performs. $18 ($15 
in advance). 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, MARCH 24
TOUR, “BROOKLYN NAVY 

YARD — INSIDE INDUS-
TRY TOURS”: Tour some 
of the 330 businesses in 
the thriving industrial park. 
With visits to woodworking 
shops, spacesuit makers, 
and the new technology 
center. $20. 9:30 am. Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Center at 
BLDG 92 (63 Flushing Ave at 
Carlton Avenue in Vinegar 
Hill), www.bldg92.org. 

FILM, “KILLING US SOFTLY 
4”: This 2010 fi lm describes 
how advertising affects 
women and the relation-
ship of representation and 
power. Dr. Wendy Galgan 
will introduce and lead a 
discussion afterward. Free. 

6:30–9 pm. First Unitarian 
Chapel [116 Pierrepont St. 
between Clinton Street and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–5466], 
www.fuub.org. 

MUSIC, JESSICA MEYER: Part 
of the free performance 
series featuring rock, jazz, 
R&B, world, pop, and more. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

COMEDY, NORTH COAST 
8TH ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW: A hip-hop improv 
comedy show, stand-up 
showcase, and dance party 
rolled into one! $12 ($10 in 
advance). 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, MARCH 25
MUSIC, EAT, LEARN, PRAY: 

Partake in breakfast and 
engaging discussions led 
by our Rabbi. Following 
discussion and breakfast is 
an abbreviated Shabbat. 
Free. 9 am. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

THEATER, “PUSS IN BOOTS”: 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. See 
Saturday, March 18. 

MUSIC, UKES AND KIDS 
SOUTH AFRICA: Perfor-
mances from Sharon Katz 
and Wendy Quick of The 
Peace Train, Robbi K, The 
Ukuladies and Timbila. $20 
suggested donation. 7:30 
pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD OF 
YOUTH”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 17. 

MUSIC, VIVA DECONCINI: 
Part of the free perfor-
mance series featuring rock, 
jazz, R&B, world, pop, and 
more. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

DANCE, CHE MALAMBO: 
These talented gauchos 
make their Brooklyn debut 
with percussive dance and 
fancy footwork. $32 to $37. 
8 pm. On Stage at Kings-
borough [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

I want to be a gaucho man!: The all-male, all-Argentinian dance company Che 
Malambo will perform a fiery series of foot-stomping, drumming, and lasso-
swinging duels during its performance at Kingsborough on March 25.
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This year’s honorees include:
Governor David Paterson

Ana María Archila &
Andrea Batista Schlesinger 

 Christopher Bram
Lisa Cannistraci
Staceyann Chin

JD Davids
Andrés Duque

Bryan John Ellicott

Ashley C. Ford
Suzanne Goldberg
Oriol R. Gutierrez

Bishop Zachary Glenn Jones
Howie Katz

Terrance Knox
Donna Lieberman

Carmen Neely

Anthony Nicodemo 
Eunic Ortiz

Elisa Padilla
Leo Preziosi, Jr.

Charles Rice-Gonzalez
Manny Rivera

Doug Robinson
Therese Rodriguez

Allen Roskoff
Robyn Streisand

Christopher Tepper 
& Paul Kelterborn

Jennifer Flynn Walker
Jillian Weiss
Edie Windsor
Mel Wymore

Emanuel Xavier

Post your congratulations message in the special keepsake 
issue profi ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley For More Information: 
718-260-8340 | amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

™

he had previously worked 
with a crew that planted the 
explosives, but had since had 
a crisis of conscience. 

“I recently cleared my 
mind and I want to prevent 
the bombing attack this 
bombing attack for [sic] tak-
ing place by notifying you,” 
he wrote. “I do not want to 
see innocent children die 
from this attack.”

Investigators scoured 
the building and surround-
ing area for more than four 
hours, but turned up emp-
ty-handed and gave the all-
clear just after 1 pm, cops 
said.

The museum  was built as 
a memorial to Ari Halber-
stam , the 16-year-old who 
was shot and killed when 
a gunman opened fire on 
a van of Hasidic students 
near the Brooklyn Bridge 
in 1994, and Gov. Cuomo 
noted that the threat flew 
in the face of everything the 
institution stands for. 

“This is one of the cru-
elest ironies yet in this rash 
of anti-Semitism that we’ve 

been experiencing,” said the 
governor, who visited  fol-
lowing a press conference 
he’d been holding at nearby 
Medgar Evers College. “This 
is a museum that is a mon-
ument to tolerance.”

The threat comes of 
the heels of several oth-
ers against Jewish gather-
ing places and institutions 
around the city over the past 
few weeks.

Cops  arrested a St. Louis 
man on March 3  for allegedly 
threatening numerous Jew-
ish centers, including several 
in New York City, as part 
of a weeks-long smear cam-
paign against a former lover, 
 but police believe  most of 
the threats around the coun-
try have been made by one 
person using sophisticated 
technology to disguise his 
voice and location. 

A rash of bomb threats 
 also rocked Brooklyn schools  
in recent weeks , with calls 
made to Midwood High 
School, the John Jay Educa-
tional Campus in Park Slope, 
and Crown Heights’ Clara 
Barton High School.

P
layboy magazine used to 
be the illicit thrill that 
men of all ages hid in 

their sock drawers.
Now it is more like the 

socks. Even though the mag-
azine recently decided to add 
naked ladies back into the mix 
(no nudes, it seems, was bad 
nudes), it is still hard to get ex-
cited by Playboy anymore. But 
to give props where props are 
due: It is also hard to imagine 
we would ever be as blase as 
we are today about sex, and 
even women’s lib, if it weren’t 
for Hugh Hefner and his crazy 
1953 creation.

Hef was a frustrated car-
toonist at the time, working in 
the Esquire subscription de-
partment. When his request for 
a $5 a week raise got turned 
down, he decided to strike 
out on his own. Somehow he 
pulled together $10,000 and 
prepared to launch a racy new 
magazine: Stag.

Fortunately for him, the 
name “Stag” was already 
taken. So instead he called it 
“Playboy.” The first edition 

featured a centerfold (a word 
we wouldn’t even have without 
Hef!) dubbed, “Sweetheart of 
the Month.” By the very next 
issue, the centerfold was re-
christened “Playmate.” And as 
author Julie Keller has mused, 
“There is a vast ideological gap 
between the words.”

There sure is. “Sweetheart” 
harkened back to courtship. 
But a playmate is someone 
you play with. It is fun, but 
it isn’t forever.

Thus began the smashing 
of taboos.

The genius of Playboy 
was not that it published na-
ked young flesh. You could 
buy dirty pictures even then. 
As Time Magazine noted in 
a cover story on Hefner at the 

height of his career — 1972, 
when Playboy was selling 7 
million copies a month — 
“He took the old-fashioned, 
shame-thumbed girlie mag-
azine, stripped off the plain 
wrapper, added gloss, class, 
and culture.”

And how! As its subscriber 
base grew, so did Playboy’s 
reputation as a purveyor of 
taste, showcasing some of 
the best writers around. So, 
yes, obligatory joke here: You 
really could read Playboy just 
for the articles.

The lofty writing not only 
provided gentlemen with an 
excuse for their subscriptions, 
it helped change the entire per-
ception of non-marital sex, 
from dark, dirty doings with 

prostitutes to a sophisticated 
pastime men pursued with 
willing women of their own 
class. This, of course, required 
willing women. And that re-
quired a revolution.

Hefner himself has said he 
was a feminist before it was 
cool. Exactly how feminist re-
mains one for the gender stud-
ies classes. Sure, he “objecti-
fied” women’s bodies. But he 
also supported birth control (he 
had to), pre-marital sex (ditto), 
and sexual pleasure for both 
partners (why not?).

Ironically, one thing he 
did not seem to believe in 
was actual, earthy sexiness. 
Peter Bloch, a former editor at 
Penthouse, recalls being dis-
appointed by his Playboy sub-
scription every month. 

“The girls were very cute, 
but they were photo-shopped 
and in weird poses,” he la-
mented. “Any woman I saw 
walking down the street 
seemed more sexy.”

It’s possible that’s because 
Hefner wasn’t really selling 
sex. He was selling lifestyle. 

The women were simply part 
of a modern man’s lair, along 
with a wet bar and hi-fi. That’s 
why Hef made sure all the ad-
vertising was aspirational. 
Howard Lederer, the maga-
zine’s ad director, told Time in 
1972: “We don’t want a reader 
to suddenly come on an ad that 
says he has bad breath.”

Martin Pazzani was brand 
manager at Smirnoff Vodka 
back in Playboy’s heyday. 

“We spent tens of millions” 
on Playboy ads, he recalls. To-
day he’s the head of a premium 
Tequila, Tears of Llorona, and 
he does not advertise in Play-
boy — or any magazine.

That’s part one of the one-
two punch that knocked the 
wind out of Playboy. 

“The internet was a prob-
lem for just about every ex-
isting media enterprise,” says 
Nat Ives, executive director of 
Advertising Age.

Of course, the internet pro-
vided more than just a new 
ad medium. It provided more 
porn than all the Playmates 
of all time. 

Today the bunny logo, once 
so titillating, looks like some-
thing from a ’70s time capsule. 
But because it is still one of 
the most recognizable brands 
one earth, publicist Richard 
Laermer came up with a great 
idea for it:

Open a Playboy Mu-
seum.

Do it in Vegas. Showcase 
the man, the mansion, the mag-
azine. Trace their trajectory 
across the times they changed. 
Fill the gift shop with Playboy 
overstock — mugs, sunglasses, 
key chains. And in the cafe, 
serving Heffacino?

Bunnies! Male, female, and 
gender fluid, wiggling their 
tails. Just like that, Playboy 
goes from creeky to cheeky 
again, and is celebrated for 
its amazing place in Amer-
ican history.

Not just its place in the sock 
drawer.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Why we need a Playboy museum! In Vegas!

By Lenore Skenazy

Continued from page 3

THREAT...

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Call it the luck of the lab-
radoodle.

A charismatic canine named 
Seamus has been the official 
mascot of the Bay Ridge St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade for the 
last four years, rolling down 
Third Avenue in a Mustang 
convertible, sporting a sham-
rock hat and flashing his signa-
ture smile at parade-goers — 
and locals now can’t imagine 
the procession without him.

“Seamus is like the patron 
saint of the parade,” said Ridg-
ite Robert Davis, friends of 
Seamus’s adoptive parents. 
“He’s the center of attention. 
Everybody loves him.”

Seamus’s owners, Deirdre 
Croni Butler and Michael But-

ler, put the Labrador retriev-
er-poodle mix in the parade 
in 2012 on a whim. He rode 
in the backseat of his friend’s 
roadster to much fanfare, and 
the following year the parade 
committee dubbed the doggy 
the official mascot — after all, 
his name is Seamus.  

But this pampered pooch 
has never seen the emer-
ald hills of Ireland and is 
Brooklyn-bred through-and-
through. The Ridgite works 
as greeter and salesman at the 
Butlers’ Third Avenue pet sup-
ply store near 76th Street, Paws 
Truly, where the cult of Sea-
mus lives strong.

The shop is peppered with 
blown-up photos of the fluff 
ball — including Seamus 
dressed as “Santa Paws,” 
and in a party hat for his fifth 

Canine craic
Meet Seamus, mascot of 
Ridge Paddy’s Day Parade

Seamus also serves as a pet store’s mascot and has a twin in the window.
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birthday — signed with well-
wishes from locals, of course. 
Seamus’s doppelganger — 
a look-a-like Home Depot 
Christmas decoration — 
stands tall in the storefront 
window. And the shop’s busi-
ness cards read more like the 

pup’s personal calling cards, 
which state “Seamus Butler” 
with a beaming headshot.

This year’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade marks Seamus’s 
fifth, and his owners say he’s 
looking forward to it.

“I really do feel he en-

joys it,” said Deirdre. “If he 
could wave to people I think 
he would.”  

See Seamus at the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade (Third Av-
enue from  Marine Avenue 
to 67th Street in Bay Ridge), 
March 26 from 1 pm. 

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a shellfish use of 
space!

Crustacean-stuffed roll 
chain Luke’s Lobster has 
taken over the entire Smoke-
stack Building in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — where it pre-
viously shared a kiosk with 
sandwich shop Sub No. 7 dur-
ing the warm months — and 
is using the extra legroom 
for a licensed sit-down eat-
ery, which opened for the sea-
son on March 15.

The fishy business has 
filled the historic boilerhouse 
near the Brooklyn Bridge 
with 12 indoor seats — join-
ing more tables outdoors — 
where customers can sip wine 
and beer alongside their clam 
chowder.

The seafood joint is remain-
ing a counter-service opera-

Bisque-y business
Luke’s Lobster expands, adds booze

Luke’s Lobster co-founder Ben Conniff outside the 
company’s digs in the Smokestack Building.
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tion and the menu will also 
keep the same lineup of Old 
Testament- and Talmud-flout-
ing subs, soups, and sides for 
now — but its operators say to 
look out for some new items 
later in the year. 

Luke’s Lobster [11 Water 
St. at Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo, (917) 882–7516, 
www.lukeslobster.com]. 11 
am–5 pm weekdays, 11–9 
pm Fridays and Saturdays, 
and noon–7 pm Sundays.
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