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Your World  — Your News

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Long-time Community Board 6 dis-
trict manager Craig Hammerman was 
arrested twice in one week on misde-
meanor charges related to allegedly stalk-
ing his ex-girlfriend.

The community board’s civic guru is 
accused of using his ex’s Uber account 
to track her to a Bedford-Stuyvesant ho-
tel, where he allegedly lurked outside 
spying on her, and then later violated a 
restraining order by pursuing her into 
a Park Slope watering hole — accord-
ing to a complaint filed by the Brook-
lyn District Attorney’s office.

The victim claims Hammerman 
downloaded the popular ride-hail-
ing app and then hacked her account 
to trail her to a Broadway hotel near 
DeKalb Avenue on March 27, where 
Hammerman allegedly called the front 
desk numerous times using different 
aliases.

At one point, Hammerman called pos-
ing as a relative of the victim, asking 
for her room number and leaving a mes-
sage stating, “she can come home any-
time,” court documents show. 

The district manager also called claim-
ing to be the Uber driver who had dropped 
the victim off the previous night, say-
ing she had left property in his cab and 
that he wanted to drop it off for her, ac-
cording to prosecutors with the district 
attorney’s office.

The victim also says she caught Ham-
merman lurking outside the hotel as she 
ate breakfast, and claims he fled after 

Community Board 6 district manager arrested for alleged stalking

SCANDAL IN SLOPE

she spotted him through a window. 
Hammerman later texted the woman, 

saying he wanted her to attend couples 
therapy with him, to which she replied, 
“A bunny does not go with a mountain 
lion.”

In response, Hammerman allegedly 
sent her a  video clip from “Monty Py-
thon and the Holy Grail” of the killer 

rabbit being destroyed by the Holy Hand 
Grenade of Antioch .

Hammerman was arrested on stalk-
ing and harassment charges on April 
2, and was thereafter barred from con-
tacting his ex-girlfriend by a court or-
der of protection.

But then on April 7, the woman alleges 
Hammerman followed her into The Gate 

on Park Slope’s Fifth Avenue, where he 
sat down next to her and stated that he 
was following her “for her safety,” ac-
cording to court documents.

Hammerman was arrested again that 
night, and arraigned Saturday on charges 
of criminal contempt for violating the 
court order.

An attorney for Hammerman, Joyce 
David, painted a very different picture, 
however, calling the charges leveled 
against her client “100-percent false.”

David claims Hammerman’s ex-girl-
friend is emotionally unstable, and has 
been known to make false allegations 
in order to damage the civil servant’s 
reputation. 

“This is a woman with a history of 
erratic behavior,” said Hammerman’s 
lawyer.

She furthermore said that the vic-
tim, who also works as a criminal de-
fense lawyer, texted threatening mes-
sages to Hammerman after the court 
order of protection was in place and, 
after the district manager refused to re-
spond, intentionally waited inside the 
Fifth Avenue bar that Hammerman is 
known to frequent, thereby luring him 
into a compromising position.

“She intentionally tried to get him to 
violate the order of protection and, when 
he wouldn’t, she showed up where she 
knew he would be,” David said.

Hammerman has worked for Com-
munity Board 6 since 1990, and earns 
an annual salary of $112,000. 

Community Board 6 Chair Sayar Lo-
nial did not immediately return calls 
for comment.

Community Board 6 district manager Craig Hammerman (a competi-
tive poker player, pictured in 2011) was arrested twice in one week for 
charges related to stalking his ex-girlfriend.
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Summery thrill 
Loyal coaster fans finally got to feel the wind in their hair after an 
hours-long wait in line for the Cyclone on Coney Island’s opening 
day on Saturday. Read more on page 9.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Another potential buyer wants 
a seat at the stable.

The city has now entered ne-
gotiations with the owner of the 
bankrupt Kensington Stables to 
purchase its aging Caton Place 
barn, with an eye toward keeping 
Brooklyn’s last remaining stables 
in the horse business.

“[The Parks Department] is 
interested in keeping the prop-
erty to operate stables serving 
Prospect Park,” said Marc Yaver-
baum, the agent representing the 
Blankinship family in the sale of 
55 Caton Place. 

The barn was put up for auc-
tion earlier this year after the 
 Blankinships fell behind on their 
tax payments and ran up a debt 
they couldn’t pay off , according 
to Kensington Stables manager 
Walker Blankinship.

But just before the parcel hit 
the block,  a mysterious buyer rode 
in with an offer to purchase the 
property, redevelop it and keep 
operating stables there  in an ar-
rangement similar to that with the 
Mercedes House luxury apart-
ment building on the distant isle 
of Manhattan, a portion of which 
became the base of the NYPD’s 
Mounted Unit in 2014.

Yaverbaum said that dark-
horse buyer is still in talks with 
the Blankinships, but now has 
competition from other suitors, 
including the city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation, which is 
looking to purchase the property 
and hand it off to the Parks De-
partment for operations.

Yaverbaum wouldn’t specu-
late about which buyer has the 
advantage at this time, but con-
firmed his client would likely act 
with his own best interest —not 
necessarily the community’s — 
in mind.

“I can’t say who has the upper 
hand or if we prefer one or the 
other,” he said. “My client pre-
fers the best deal.”

The potential sale of the barn 
has drawn attention from lo-
cal elected officials, including 
Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope), who in a letter to 
Yaverbaum vowed to oppose 
any zoning changes necessary 
for development unless the buyer 
agreed to keep operating stables 
on the site.

“The community strongly sup-
ports the preservation of a horse 
stable at this location,” Lander 
wrote to Yaverbaum in February. 
“Bidders should be clear about 
this expectation.”

Neither the Economic Devel-
opment Corporation or the Parks 
Department returned calls for 
comment.

If the city does buy the 1930s-
era barn, it faces a considerable 
job getting it up to building codes. 
An engineering report commis-
sioned in 2013 by the horse-rid-
ing-therapy group GallopNYC 
found a number of glaring struc-
tural flaws in the building, in-
cluding a water-damaged roof at 
risk of collapse, and a parapet 
wall leaning out over the street 
that a stiff wind or freezing thaw 
could eventually topple into the 
path of pedestrians.

 “[The engineer] predicted the 
building would fall down in a 
fairly short time, and the joints 
would pull out of the side, and the 
front of the building would pan-
cake onto the sidewalk,”  said Ali-
cia Kershaw, founder and execu-
tive director of GallopNYC.

Borough President Adams pro-
vided the Economic Development 
Corporation with $500,000 to-
wards the purchase of the Ca-
ton Place barn, taking unspent 
money that had been granted the 
to Parks Department by a previ-
ous borough president for main-
taining the stables, according to 

City steps in to bid for troubled P’Park stables

The horses at Kensington Stables are looking worried about their future.
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Hold your horses!

By Moses Jefferson
for Brooklyn Paper

Here’s a front-page story for 
you: You.

Brooklyn Paper Radio co-star 
Gersh Kuntzman promised a front-
page story in the Brooklyn Paper 
for anyone who steps up and do-
nates the remaining $50,000 to 
save Sunny’s Bar in Red Hook 
from the wrecking ball.

The legendary Daily News re-
porter made the offer on air on 
Tuesday with Sunny’s owner Tone 
Balzano, the widow of the Con-
over Street bar’s original owner, 
 Sunny Balzano, who died last year  
after the arduous job of restoring 
the century-old watering hole from 
$100,000 in damages from Hur-
ricane Sandy.

A remaining $50,000 is needed 
to ensure that Balzano’s widow 
can buy out a dozen or so rela-
tives and own the bar and its ad-
joining building outright. But un-

less Tone Balzano can come up 
with the last installment by July, 
she’ll be forced to allow the rela-
tives to sell the buildings.

“It would be a horrible loss 
for the neighborhood,” Balzano 
said. “But if someone would do-
nate the money, he or she would 
drink for free.”

Kuntzman, speaking on behalf 
of co-host and Brooklyn Paper Ed-
itor Vince DiMiceli offered more: 
A front-page story heralding the 
savior of Sunny’s.

“There’s a rich guy out there 
and he knows who he is,” Kuntz-
man said. “He’s got the $50,000. So 
he loans it to Tone. She’ll pay him 
back. So it’s just letting her hold 
onto your money for a few years. 
All we need is one angel.”

For Balzano, the loss of Sunny’s 
would be tragic — especially on the 
heels of 10 months of post-Sandy 
repairs followed by the loss of her 
husband and then legal problems 

Listen — and give — to The Brooklyn Paper 
Radiothon for beloved bar in Red Hook!

SAVING SUNNY’S

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

And that’s why readers of 
The Brooklyn Paper didn’t vote 
for Trump! 

The decline of community news 
is the big reason President Trump 
rose from reality television star to 
leader of the free world, claims 
an award-winning  Brooklyn Pa-
per alum  who explained his the-
ory at a seminar about covering 
the Donald on April 6. 

“I really believe the collapse of 
local journalism is a huge part of the 
Donald Trump phenomenon,” said 
Alec MacGillis, who now works 
for online outlet ProPublica and 
appeared on a panel ahead of re-
ceiving Long Island University’s 
prestigious Polk Award. 

The hard-hitting journalist 
nabbed the honor for his report-
ing on the rebellion of working 

BP alum: Collapse of local journalism in heartland led to Trump

class America as it shifted to sup-
port Trump, which he compiled 
into a lengthy post-election ex-
plainer called “ Revenge of the 
Forgotten Class .” 

But he got his start working the 
beat, grinding out several stories a 
day, getting police blotters at the 
eight-four, and covering commu-
nity meetings, including a grad-
uation at Long Island University 
— crucial work that helps jour-
nalists build trust with residents, 
he said. And the loss of good lo-
cal newspapers and the journal-
ists they produce was a paramount 
reason why many people stopped 
believing unfavorable Trump news 
reports and instead deemed ques-
tionable stories as credible. 

“If people in their communities 
don’t see journalists on a regular 
basis — people working hard cov-
ering communities at City Hall, at 
the school board, at the court house 
— if they don’t see [Lauren Gill] 
with her notepad trying to get the 
story right at the town meeting, in-
stead the story becomes just the 

national figures who they see on 
TV or maybe swooping in now 
and then for a story. And here in 
red America that builds massive 
distrust,” said MacGillis. 

He was joined by fellow award 
winners David Fahrenthold, the 
Washington Post reporter best 
known for breaking the  Trump 
“Access Hollywood” tapes story , 
and Marina Walker Guevara, who 
was part of the team behind the 
 Panama Papers . 

Fahrenthold — who Trump per-
sonally called a “nasty guy” — 
said it’s now more important than 
ever for reporters to make sure 
they are getting the story right so 
people don’t have a reason to mis-
trust them. 

“The only thing we have is our 
reputation for truth and fairness 
and it’s so easy to lose that,” he 
said. 

The value of neighborhood news

Former Brooklyn Paper re-
porter Alec MacGillis.
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See STABLES  on page 4

with her relatives. But for Brook-
lynites, the loss of Sunny’s would 
be no less tragic.

“There is an epic struggle in 
New York City between real and 

fake — and we have to stand up 
for the real,” said Eli Smith, who 
joined the show to praise Sunny’s 
and also to promote the ninth an-
nual Brooklyn Folk Festival, April 
28–30, at St. Ann’s Church in 
Brooklyn Heights.

Smith, the festival organizer, 
said he had played at Sunny’s many 
times, but also heard some great 
shows there. “I saw Marc Ribot 
just the other day,” he added.

That unleashed the memories 
of Sunny’s.

DiMiceli said he fell in love 
with the old longshoreman’s bar 
in the 1990s, when it was “the 
place we went after we went to 
the place we went after we went 
to the first place. We’d walk in 
and Sunny would be there. And 
we felt good.”

Hearing the recollections flow, 
former Brooklyn Paper reporter 
Patrick Gallahue called into the 

Sunny Balzano’s eponymous 
bar is in financial trouble, 
but you can help save it!
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See SUNNY’S  on page 2
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Live in a world 
where a simple 
piece of plastic 
can keep your 
profits from  
going bad.

Let us advise you on how 
night case covers can prevent 
food waste and prolong shelf  
life, saving you money.
manage-energy.conEd.com
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show to reminisce about his 
wedding 12 years ago — a 
low-budget affair in the Sun-
ny’s backroom.

“First of all, it was cheap,” 
Gallahue said. “But more im-
portant, the late 1990s was a 
golden era for Red Hook bars 
— and Sunny’s was the best. 
New York has lost too many 
of its cultural icons. We can’t 
let Sunny’s die.”

For his part, Kuntzman 
spoke lovingly about Wednes-
day nights, when Smokey 
Hormel and his band fills 
the dance floor.

“I had the worst date of 
my life about six months ago 
in Red Hook and I figured 
we’d redeem it by going to 
Sunny’s,” Kuntzman said. 
“But this woman was just 
the worst — and she bolted 
in a cab. I spent the rest of 
the night dancing with the 
midwives.”

Balzano knew the group 
in question — Wednesday 
night regulars — and said 
they’re typical of Sunny’s 
believers.

“Living is such a damn 
hard thing to do,” she said. 
“How many places let you take 

out your baggage and think 
about it and dream about it 
with other people? Do you do 
that at Starbucks?”

Saving Sunny’s, she added, 
“has been like a marathon or 
a video game where things 
keep coming at you.”

In any event, the angel in-
vestor is out there, the front 
page of The Brooklyn Paper 
is waiting, and the contri-
bution form on  http://www.
sunnysforever.com  is ready 
to serve.

Sunny’s Bar, 253 Con-
over St. between Beard and 
Reed sts. In Red Hook, (718) 
625-8211. Art sale fund-
raiser, May 1. All info at 
 http://www.sunnysforever.
com ; Brooklyn Folk Festival, 
St. Ann’s Church, 157 Mon-
tague St. between Henry 
and Clinton sts. In Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 395-3214, 
 http://brooklynfolkfest.
com , April 28-30.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 10:45 am 
— against Brain Lehrer! — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com,  iTunes ,  Mixlr , 
and of course, on  Stitcher .

Continued from page 1

SUNNY’S...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

We could’ve predicted that 
ending! 

Brooklynites are sur-
rounded by culture, diver-
sity, and keep hustlin’ ev-
ery day, so it’s no surprise 
that  this year’s list of Pulit-
zer Prize winners was stacked 
with Kings Countians.  And 
the borough’s leader agreed, 
saying he hopes the honor-
ees will set a great example 

for f ledging scribes to fill 
the esteemed list for years 
to come. 

“Any sentence about ex-
emplary literature in Amer-
ica has to begin with Brook-
lyn,” said Borough President 
Adams. “These writers are 
a source of celebration and 
inspiration for our bud-
ding authors, playwrights, 
and poets, especially those 
who come from communi-
ties with stories that have 

yet to be told.”
Boerum Hill resident Lynn 

Nottage picked up her second 
Pulitzer for her latest play, 
“Sweat,” a drama about strug-
gling steel factory workers in 
Pennsylvania and the strife 
that accompanies it. The play 
premiered in Oregon in 2015 
and enjoyed a successful off-
Broadway run before debut-
ing on the Great White Way in 
March. When she’s not writ-
ing award-winning plays, she 

dedicates her spare time as 
a member of Bric’s board of 
directors. 

In the literature field, 
Pulitzer jurors honored 
Fort Greene author Colson 
Whitehead with the prize for 
his novel “The Underground 
Railroad.” The book follows 
two slaves who make a run for 
freedom by using the secret 
escape route, and was highly 
lauded by critics,  including 
President Obama, who called 

it a “terrific book, power-
ful.”  

Flatlands poet Tyehimba 
Jess was bestowed with the 
auspicious accolade for 
“Olio,” his collection of po-
ems that detail the lives of Af-
rican-American performers 
from the Civil War through 
World War I, including the 
history of blues, work songs, 
and hymns along the way. 

The list of winners also 
includes Brooklyn natives 

Brooklyn wins the Pulitzers!
Trio of local writers honored with prestigious national prizes

nal columnist Peggy Noo-
nan, who was born in Kings 
County and used to live in 
Brooklyn Heights, and the-
ater critic Hilton Als, who 
won the award for his New 
Yorker critiques. 

In the award’s 100 years, 
this isn’t the first year that 
Brooklyn has won big — re-
cent winners include  Brook-

lyn Heights environmental 
news website Inside Climate 
News, which took home the 
journalism honor in 2013  and 
Carroll Gardens poet Vijay 
Seshadri, who received it 
in 2014. 

Winners in each of the 
prize’s 21 categories re-
ceive a medal and $15,000 
in cash. 

who made the inexplicable 
decision to move elsewhere, 
such as Wall Street Jour-

Author Colson Whitehead, playwright Lynn Nottage, and poet Tyehimba Jess 
have been honoroed with 2017 Pulitzer Prizes.
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SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee

Happy Easter
SUNDAY, APRIL 16th

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The Squibb Park Bridge 
is bouncing back!

Repairs on the long-shut-
tered, trampoline-like walk-
way that connects Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade to the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park are fi-
nally finished, and park offi-
cials say they are just waiting 
on the paperwork so it can re-
open, according to a rep for 
the waterfront meadow.

“The planned work on 
the Squibb Park Bridge re-
mediation is now complete,” 
said park spokesman James 
Yolles. “We have filed the 
application to obtain our no-
tice of completion, and await 
its response. The bridge re-
mains on track to reopen this 
spring.”

The eight-foot wide, nearly 
$4-million walkway —  con-
ceived and built by “genius” 
inventor Ted Zoli  — zigzags 
from the playspace on Colum-
bia Heights down to the park, 

Back in Bridge-ness! 
After three years, Squibb Park Bridge ready to reopen

version of the bridge will be 
a lot less bouncy.

Ultimately, repair costs ran 
into seven figures, with man-
agement at the privately run 
park  okaying $3.12 million 
for the big fix .

The city Department of 
Small Business Services — 
the agency that works to con-
nect people to jobs and, for 
some reason, oversees main-
tenance of waterfront prop-
erties — is in charge of in-
specting the spruced-up 
bridge and approving the re-
moval of the fences currently 
blocking it. 

The nearly three-year clo-
sure inconvenienced many lo-
cals who say they depended 
on it to get to the park, in-
cluding one Brooklyn Heights 
resident who has been keep-
ing tabs on the pathway since 
it closed.

“That bridge would change 
my life,” said bridge lover 
Brendan Rees. “It did when 
it was open.”

A less-bouncy Squibb Park Bridge will soon re-
open.
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a 450-foot stretch that gives 
walkers a fast route down to 
the water, as well as a short 
hike to the Promenade for 
guests of the park’s  fancy 
new hotel .

It first opened in March 
2013, but was closed in  Au-
gust 2014 due to an “inher-

ently flawed” design for which 
park honchos later sued the 
company of the genius whose 
brainchild it was .

That flaw? For one, it was 
way too bouncy. But members 
of the park’s board of direc-
tors, who got a pre-opening 
tour on April 5, say the fixed 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Swanky members-only 
club Soho House is opening 
an outpost in  Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Empire Stores  this fall, 
according to an e-mail sent 
to the exclusive association’s 
members on April 4.

The new incarnation, 
called Dumbo House, will 
occupy the top two floors of 
the re-purposed 19th-cen-
tury warehouse retail, restau-
rant, and office complex, the 
blog Brooklyn Bridge Parents 
 briefly reported last week . 

It will also be located above 
the brand’s Italian restaurant 
Cecconi’s, which is set to 
open on the ground floor of 
the seven interconnected Wa-
ter Street buildings this May, 
and down the block from the 
park’s luxury Pierhouse de-
velopment and condos at One 
John Street. 

Soho House opening in park 

Details on the interna-
tional club’s first Brooklyn 
outpost are sparse, but a ren-
dering shows a lush bar with 
floor-to-ceiling windows, a 
random assortment of fur-

niture, and hanging green-
ery. Dumbo House won’t 
have a pool like its Manhat-
tan counterpart, but will in-
clude an outdoor terrace for 
members to lounge and en-

joy prime views of the outer 
boroughs, promised founder  
Nick Jones in the e-mail. 

But first, you’ll have to 
get into the club. Started in 

Swanky bar Soho House is opening its first Brooklyn location in Dumbo.
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See SOHO  on page 10
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Stefan Ringel, a spokesman 
for Adams.

“We want Kensington 
Stables to stay open in this 
‘neigh’-borhood for years to 
come,” said Adams. “They 
are a treasured part of our 
past, present, and hopefully 
our future.”

Adding to the city’s pot of 
money is more than $1 mil-
lion in capitol funding Lander 
diverted from other projects, 
namely the construction of a 
horse-riding ring planned for 
Prospect Park, which wouldn’t 
see much use without the sta-
bles anyway, he said.

Lander claims that he, 
along with the Parks De-
partment and Prospect Park 
Alliance, had planned for 
Kensington Stables’ poten-

tial failure for years, and 
there were already strate-
gies in place for preserving 
horse riding around the park 
when the property finally hit 
the market. 

“There was a dialogue with 
Prospect Park Alliance and 
the Parks Department over the 
past several years,” Lander 
said. “So when the most re-
cent incident came about and 
there was a fear of losing the 
stables, there was already a 
good dialogue underway.”

If the city is successful 
in purchasing the property, 
Blankinship and his herd may 
not be kept on — the Parks 
Department plans on contract-
ing out the stables’ operation 
following a bidding process, 
according to Parks spokes-
woman Maeri Ferguson.

Continued from page 1

STABLES...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–

Downtown
A trio of villains bashed 

a guy with their fists and a 
chair after he tried to stop 
them from taking chips and 
soda from a Court Street sand-
wich shop on March 7.

The nogoodniks attempted 
to steal three bags of Lays po-
tato chips and two Coke bot-
tles from the store near Liv-
ingston Street at 4:30 pm. 
When the man stepped in to 
intervene, the brutes struck 
him in the nose, breaking 
it, and hit him with a chair, 
cops said.

Declined 
Police arrested a guy who 

became irate after his suspi-
cious card was declined and 
he threatened to hurt a worker 
at an Adams Street eatery on 
April 2. 

The employee of the res-
taurant near Willoughby 
Street told cops the suspect 
racked up a bill of $139 and 
attempted to pay with a Citi 
Amex card, which was de-
clined, and didn’t match his 
last name. The guy refused to 
hand over cash for the meal 
and became loud, threatening 
the worker with bodily harm 
if she did not return his card, 
according to a report. 

Cut
Some violent sneak at-

tempted to steal $114 worth 
of deodorant and toothpaste 
from a Flatbush Avenue shop 
on April 4, but handed them 
back to the worker after his 
bid to use a kitchen knife to 
intimidate him proved un-
successful.

The worker saw the weasel 
taking 14 sticks of deodorants 
and two tubes of toothpaste 
from a shelf of the store near 
Livingston Street and con-
fronted him, a report said. 
The man then pulled out a 
kitchen knife, but it was not 
enough to threaten the em-
ployee, who was able to get 
the items back, said cop. 

Dejeweled
A package thief stole two 

boxes from a Dean Street 
apartment, one of which con-
tained a rare jewel, between 
March 17 and March 30.

A resident told police that 
a pilferer lifted the deliver-
ies from the building by Hoyt 
Street with a $1,550 vintage 
sapphire ring and a $50 dog 
collar and leash.

Snatched
A louse beat up a guy 

Brutes beat man with chair

and stole his cash as he was 
walking on Atlantic Avenue 
on April 7.

The victim was headed to-
wards Fourth Avenue when 
the scoundrel punched him in 
the right eye and reached into 
his pocket and took $60, ac-
cording to authorities.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Emergency bash
A punk punched an emer-

gency medical technician in 
an ambulance while he was 
being transported to the hos-
pital on DeKalb Avenue on 
April 8.

The jerk was riding in 
the emergency vehicle near 
Ashland Place on the way to 
Brooklyn Hospital at 4:30 pm 
when he bashed the medic in 
the shoulder and kicked his 
left knee several times, caus-
ing substantial pain, accord-
ing to a report. 

Tied up 
Some sneak stole a guy’s 

expensive ties and body per-
fume while he was moving 
on Grand Avenue on March 
10. 

The victim left his 
Marinella ties and cologne 
unattended while moving 
from the apartment near Park 
Avenue at 2:30 pm and re-
turned an hour later to find 
that they had been taken, a 
report said. 

Subway snatch 
A snake snatched a guy’s 

phone from his hands as the 
Coney Island-bound B train 
he was riding was leaving 
Flatbush Avenue station on 
April 3. 

The victim told police he 
was sitting on the orange bul-
let at 9:15 pm, and just as it 
was about leave the station 
near Atlantic Avenue, the thief 
grabbed his iPhone 7 from his 
hand and fled just before the 
door closed. 

Bumped
A weasel stole a woman’s 

wallet on Clermont Avenue 
on March 8.

The lady was strolling near 
Park Avenue at 12:55 am with 
her wallet under her arm when 
a creep bumped into her, po-
lice said. She woke up the 
next morning and realized 
that it, along with her credit 

card, was missing, according 
to authorities.

Return to sender 
Some filcher lifted a postal 

worker’s purse from her ve-
hicle when she was deliver-
ing packages on Clinton Av-
enue on April 8.

The woman told cops she 
was dropping off the parcels 
near Willoughby Avenue at 
2:20 pm when the lout took 
her bag containing her phone, 
cards, and postal identifica-
tion, according to a report.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Locked out
Cops busted a man for al-

legedly beating a woman with 
a lock on Eighth Avenue on 
April 1.

The victim told police that 
she was between 14th and 15th 
streets at 12:22 pm when the 
suspect bashed her in the head 
with the lock.

The victim was later rushed 
to Methodist Hospital, where 
she received treatment for her 
injuries, cops said.

Plaza perp
Officers have given up 

the chase for the burglar 
who looted a man’s vehicle 
parked on Grand Army Plaza 
on March 28.

The victim told police he 
left his car near Flatbush Av-
enue at 6 am, and returned 
later that evening to find one 
of his windows smashed, and 
his laptop, tools, and radio 
stolen.

Drunk bust
A man was arrested for 

allegedly causing a drunken 
car collision on 13th Street on 
March 30.

The arresting officer re-
ported he was responding to 
a radio call of a dispute be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
at 1:30 am, when he found 
the suspect involved in the 
accident.

Upon questioning the man, 
the officer discovered the man 
reeking of booze and his eyes 
watery, and later found he had 
a blood-alcohol content over 
the legal limit, according to 
police.

Cyclin’ crook
Police are hunting the bike-

borne bandit who snatched a 
bag from a man’s car as he 
fueled up on Fourth Avenue 
on March 29.

The victim told police that 

he was gassing up his ride 
at a depot between Sackett 
and Union streets at 11:45 
pm when, after paying for 
the juice, he returned to his 
vehicle to find a bag contain-
ing his passport and cellphone 
was missing.

Investigators later turned 
over speedway camera foot-
age that showed the bicy-
clist pedal over to victim’s 
car while he wasn’t looking, 
cops said.

Sharp guy
Cops busted a man who 

they say threatened a guy with 
a knife on Flatbush Avenue 
on March 31.

The victim told police that 
he was near Plaza Street East 
at 11:14 am when he was en-
gaged in an argument with 
the suspect, who suddenly 
pulled a blade on him.

When police busted the 
man, they found not only the 
sharp tool, but a BB gun, too, 
and charged him with crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, 
cops said.

 — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Close call
Three villains mugged a 

woman at knifepoint on 79th 
Street on April 3.

The woman told police she 
was walking between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues at 10:30 pm 
when three men surrounded 
her. One man snatched the 
woman’s necklace and purse 
as another pressed a knife to 
her throat, according to a po-
lice report. 

The trio fled in a black 
car toward Sixth Avenue, 
officials said. 

Big haul
A man stole more than 

$1,000 worth of cosmetics 
from a Third Avenue depart-
ment store on April 3.

A worker at the store be-
tween 93rd and 94th streets 
confronted the thief at 10:30 
am and the pair struggled as 
the man tried to flee, accord-
ing to a police report. But the 
baddie managed to escape 
with his loot, police said. 

Bad move
An opportunist stole boxes 

of clothing while a man was 
moving into his Oving-
ton Avenue apartment on 
March 23.

Family and friends helped 
the man move into his new 
place between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues, said police. 

But it wasn’t until weeks 
later on April 2 that the man 
noticed several items missing, 
and he reported the theft at 9 
am, officials noted.

— Caroline Spivack
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Brooklyn Paper

At least it wasn’t one of 
those  chuds .

Investigators with the 78th 
Precinct found a caiman — a 
smaller, close cousin of the al-
ligator — lurking in the Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens home of 
an alleged crack dealer dur-
ing a raid on April 5. 

When investigators in-
vaded the 41-year-old sus-
pect’s E. 21st Street home 
between Woodruff and Ca-
ton avenues at 6:20 am, offi-
cers say they discovered and 
took a few snapshots of the 
reptile inside a large tank in 
the living room.

Outside the tank, detectives 
say they discovered a rock of 
crack weighing in at an im-
pressive 15 grams, and at least 

Police: We found alligator-like animal while searching

A croc in the crack!

one officer spotted the sus-
pect tossing a semi-automatic 
pistol out the window, which 
was later recovered and found 

loaded with seven .380 rounds, 
court documents show.

The man was charged 
with criminal possession of 

a controlled substance and of 
a loaded firearm, in addition 
to owning a prohibited wild 
animal, cops said.

Police handed the creature 
off to the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, according to a po-
lice source.

Alligators and alligator-like 
creatures have long been ru-
mored to live in city sewers 
— an urban legend proven 
false by the movie  “C.H.U.D. ,” 
which proved that the deadly 
creatures lurking below were 
in fact cannibalistic humanoid 
underground dwellers.

Some caimans can grow up 
to 16 feet in length, but most 
max out at a few inches short 
of five feet. They are native 
to tropical regions in North 
and South America.

Cops discovered this adorable caiman amid a drug 
raid in Prospect Lefferts Gardens on April 5.
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T
heir cups runneth over!

A dance performance featuring 
1,500 coffee cups littered across its 

set will spill onto the stage of Greenpoint’s 
Triskelion Arts on April 20–22. The di-
rector of “Wake Up and Smell the Coffee” 
says that it aims to confront people with the 
amount of waste they produce by drinking 
out of disposable drink vessels. 

“People are so stressed out, they don’t 
want to hear about it,” said Vangeline, a 
Gowanus resident. “Maybe one way to 
show people was to collect all of these 
cups, put them onstage, and show you this 

is the amount of garbage you create.” 
The Vangeline Theater company spe-

cializes in a type of Japanese theater called 
butoh, an avant-garde dance form meant 
to startle the audience and bring them 
face-to-face with issues they would oth-
erwise ignore, according to the group’s 
founder.

“It’s considered the dance of the un-
conscious things that we don’t want to 
look at,” said Vangeline. 

The show features a topic that many 
have closed their eyes to — global cli-
mate change. Dancers will wade through 
a sea of coffee cups as they act out a story 
set a few years in the future, when global 
warming has become so serious that man-

kind is on the verge of extinction.
Vangeline and her dancers collected 

the coffee cups from trash cans around 
the city, washing them in the sink before 
they became a part of the set. 

The show originally premiered in 2015, 
but — shockingly — the avant-garde dance 
piece had little effect on the city’s gar-
bage consumption. So Vangeline decided 

to bring the piece back in order to make 
her case again.

“Things haven’t changed — I walk 
down the street and see garbage over-
flowing with cups,” she said. “I sort of 
feel like I’m going to be doing this until 
I’m blue in the face.” 

This time, she hopes that audiences 
will walk away with a newfound sense 
of purpose and a plan to get rid of their 
wasteful coffee cup habits. 

“I hope that people who come to the 
show will get a mug and stop consuming 
these coffee cups that end up in landfills. 
I hope it empowers people who feel like 
they can’t take action, that they can take a 
small action in daily life,” she said. 

“Wake Up and Smell the Coffee” at 
Triskelion Arts (106 Calyer St. at Bank-
er Street in Greenpoint, (718) 389–3473, 
www.vangeline.com). April 20–22 at 8 
pm. $16.

DA N C E

We are now accepting reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Easter at

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
EVENTS  AND PARTIES

CAFE BIBA

101 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-887-8171

Hours: Open 7 Days, 8am–8pm

BIBA OF WILLIAMSBURG

110 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-7455

Hours: Tues–Sun, 4pm–9pm

How Rude!
It’s Rude-y Tuesday!
A new weekly comedy show in Williamsburg 

is trying to fill the gap left by recently closed 
comedy venue the Annoyance. The host of Rude, 

happening each Tuesday 
at the South Fourth Bar, 
says that the title of his 
four-shows-in-one com-
edy extravaganza is an 
oblique homage to the 
shuttered improv spot. 

“The name — besides 
just being a fun name that 
I like —  is kind of a nod 
to the Annoyance, where 

a lot of the performers come from,” said Wil-
liamsburg comedian Ian Lockwood. “We are 
inspired by the Annoyance, but we are a com-
pletely different entity. They might be annoy-
ing, but we’re a little bit rude.”

Many of the shows feature some amount of 
audience participation, said Lockwood — a fac-
tor that lets them take advantage of the many 
comedians in the audience. 

“The truth is, the people who come out to com-
edy shows every night are largely comedians them-
selves,” he said. “So we want to have a few slots for 
the audience to come up and join the show.”

Anyone who tosses their name into the hat 
might join the stage, but Lockwood is not wor-
ried about a few amateurs spoiling the show. 

“The performers at Rude are pretty talented, 
and they can handle it,” he said.

Each evening includes an improv performance 
followed by three more shows, which lean to-
wards experimental and absurd comedy, said 
Lockwood.

“You won’t see a standard five-minute stand-
up set,” he said. “You’re more likely to see a 
weird character or a bizarre sketch.” 

The line-up is different each week, but there 
are two recurring segments: “Sponsored By,” 
where the hosts pay over-the-top tribute to spon-
sor New Belgium Brewing, and Lockwood’s 
own sketch group Fiona, which uses completely 
improvised dialogue, so it often goes off the 
rails, he said. 

Rude Comedy at South Fourth Bar and Cafe 
[90 S. Fourth St. at Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218–7478, www.south4thbar.com]. Tues-
day nights at 7:30 pm. Free.  — Bill Roundy

C O M E DY

It’s a marriage of pop and punk!
A pair of guitarists with deep roots in the New 

York City music scene have finally joined forces 
for a joint solo tour. Power pop artist Tommy Keene 
and pioneering punk player Ivan Julian will both 
play at Williamsburg’s Union Pool on April 19, each 
doing solo sets and then 
teaming up for a few tunes, 
and Keene is excited at the 
prospect of playing with 
his old friend.

“I think it will be re-
ally interesting,” said 
Keene. “We both like 
a lot of the same music. 
He’s a little more into the 
bluesy, jazzy, punk side 
and I’m a more melodic guy. But it works!”

The two met in the 1970s at legendary punk 
venue Max’s Kansas City and immediately hit it 
off. Julian was playing guitar with Richard Hell 
and the Voidoids, while Keene was in the band 
Razz. When both acts broke up, the two almost 
teamed up, but a last-minute tour commitment 
kept Keene from joining Julian’s Outsets. 

“I almost joined, but I didn’t, because I got 
an offer to go on tour with Suzanne Fellini,” 
Keene recalled with a chuckle. “The money was 
too good to resist.” 

Julian would go on to work with the Clash, 
Shriekback, Matthew Sweet, and the Fleshtones, 
while Keene became a cult figure in the power 
pop and New Wave scene, releasing more than 
a dozen critically acclaimed solo albums over 
the next 30 years. 

All the while, Keene and Julian stayed in 
touch. Last October, not long after Julian won 
a long battle with cancer, an impromptu conver-
sation led the two to finally team up.

“Ivan asked me, ‘What are you doing next?,’ ” 
said Keene. “I told him I was going to Japan for 
some live dates, and then I would be doing a solo 
tour. He said, ‘Can I jump on that?’ ”

Catch Tommy Keene and Ivan Julian at Union 
Pool (484 Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, www.union-pool.com). April 19 at 8 
pm. $12. — Bill Kopp

Power pair
M U S I C

Wake-up call
Dance show uses 1,500 coffee cups to fi ght garbage
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Can she get a flat white?: The butoh theater show “Wake Up and Smell the Coffee,” opening April 20 in Greenpoint, warns of an ecological apocalypse if people do not 
stop using disposable cups.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 14

Dirty 
mouths
Get down and dirty 
with the Dirty Bour-
bon River Show! The 
New Orleans band 
plays big brass circus 
rock that gets people 
dancing, and its 
songs about carous-
ing and getting busy 
also feature fun, fan-
tastical touches such 
as werewolves and 
time travel. 

7:30 pm at the Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 

SATURDAY
April 15

Yer a lizard, 
Harry! 
The creators of the 
Lizard People of New 
York Facebook page 
host a comedy show 
that reveals the 
secrets of our reptil-
ian overlords, with 
sketches about the 
scaly folks in charge 
and an update from 
cold-blooded, lizard-
suited news corre-
spondent Liam 
O’Malley (pictured). 

8 pm at Tender Trap [66 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
West and Franklin streets 
in Greenpoint, (347) 763–
1825, www.tendertrapbk.
com]. Free.

SUNDAY
April 16

What’s up, 
Doc?  
On this Sunday, we 
celebrate a man who 
came to Earth to save 
all mankind, who 
died and then rose 
again — the Doctor. 
Catch the brand-new 
season premiere of 
“Dr. Who” among 
like-minded nerds at 
the Way Station, 
where you can sip a 
sonic screwdriver 
cocktail while you 
watch.

4, 5:30, and 7 pm at the 
Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
Prospect and St. Marks 
places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com]. Free. 

MONDAY
April 17

Charles III
The new play 
“Charleses,” from 
Brooklyn playwright 
Carl Holder, starts as 
an intimate story of 
three generations of 
fathers and sons, all 
named Charles, try-
ing to communicate, 
and then stretches 
strangely to include 
more Charleses, far 
distant in time. The 
show continues 
through the 29th.

8 pm at the Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.
com. $25 ($15 students).

THURSDAY
April 20

Magic, man!
Comedian Kevin Maher 
and real-life wizard 
Devin Person get fired 
up for their joint pre-
sentation on pop-cul-
ture warlocks, including 
pipe-weed loving Gan-
dalf (pictured). Be sure 
to order some munch-
ies, because the high-
flying discussion of 
“Kevin and Devin Geek 
Out About Wizards” 
might wander into the 
weeds.

7 pm at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc]. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 14
DANCE, “MONOPOLY — THE LAND-

LORD’S GAME”: The board game 
about ruthless capitalism gets re-
imagined as a dance piece. $18–$25. 
Mark Morris Dance Group [3 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Nostrand Avenue 
and Bedford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.markmorris-
dancegroup.org. 

THEATER, “BAMBOO IN BUSHWICK”: 
A play about gentrifi cation in Brook-
lyn’s hottest neighborhood, featur-
ing local domino players and polar 
bears. Free. 2 pm. Ridgewood Bush-
wick Youth Center (1474 Gates Ave. 
between Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick), theworkingth-
eater.org/bambooinbushwick. 

FILM, “LABYRINTH”: David Bowie! 
Jennifer Connelly! Muppets! Experi-
ence the dance magic dance while 
sipping an adult beverage. $4. 7 and 
11:30 pm. Syndicated BK (40 Bogart 
St. at Thames Street in Bushwick). 

FILM, “THE DARK CRYSTAL”: Re-visit 
the Jim Henson fantasy fi lm fi lled 
with monsters cute and creepy. $4. 
9:20 pm. Syndicated BK (40 Bogart 
St. at Thames Street in Bushwick). 

DANCE, “AN HOUR OF ACTION”: 
Streb Extreme Action presents an 
acrobatic hour of action heroes, 
machines, and music. $29 ($25 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. STREB Lab for 
Action Mechanics [51 N. First St. 
between Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–6491], www.
streb.org. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: This play 
envisions an America where the 
government sends its teenagers to 
camps to undergo rigorous educa-
tion in sexual experience. $18. 8 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED FRIDA”: 
This one-woman, two-act play por-
trays Mexican painter Frida Kahlo’s 
determination to prove herself to the 
world. $59-$79. 8 pm. BAM Fisher 
(321 Ashland Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, “HIDDEN FENCES — THE 
PLAY”: An absurd mashup of a play 
based on the movies “Hidden Fig-
ures” and “Fences.”” $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 

St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, DIRTY BOURBON RIVER 
SHOW: $10. 8 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696], bk.knittingfactory.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE COMEDY 
SHOW: A roaming comedy show 
with free pizza, hosted by Lucas 
Connolly. With Kevin Avery, Ben Kro-
nberg, Josh Gondelman, and more. 
Free. 8:30 PM. Big Irv’s (381 Hooper 
St. at S. First Street in Williamsburg). 

SAT, APRIL 15
TALK, PUPS AND PASTRIES: Grab 

free coffee and breakfast pastries 
and learn about the work of the Fort 
Greene Park Users and Pets Society. 
Free. 8–9 am. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722–3218]. 

COMEDY, CONEY ISLAND CIRCUS 
SIDESHOW: A traditional ten-in-one 
circus sideshow, with freaks, human 
curiosities, and amazing perfor-
mances. Runs continuously all day. 
$10 ($5 kids). 1–8 pm. Coney Island 
USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), www.coney-
island.com. 

MUSIC, TINARIWEN, DENGUE 
FEVER: $30 ($25 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FAMILY, SPRING MIGRATION: Bud-
ding birders learn the best spots to 
view our feathered friends. Free. 
10 am. Prospect Park Picnic House 
(Prospect Park West and Fifth Street 
in Park Slope), www.prospectpark.
org. 

FREE WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENSE 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/EventsFRI, APRIL 14

SPORTS, JORDAN BRAND CLAS-
SIC: $15–$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WILLIAMS GREAT 

AMERICA TOUR: $57–$181. 8 
pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS AND 

FRIENDS: With Eve, DMX, Swizz 
Beatz, The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Andre Berto vs 
Shawn Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: With 50 

Cent, Fabolous, O.T. Genasis, 
and Kap G. $20–$475. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$126–$1,200. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FEST: With Tyrese, 
Anthony Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With Migos, Tory 

Lanez, Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Katt’s out of the bag: Co-
median Katt Williams will 
stop at Barclays Center on 
April 15 as part of his Great 
America tour.
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THE GOLDEN 
DRAGON 
ACROBATS
Sun, Apr 30 at 3pm

Sat, Apr 22 at 8pm

Tickets: $36-$55

Tickets: $25

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

PATTI
ELLA NOW 
AND THEN

AUSTIN:

BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College         
to Flatbush Avenue / On-site paid parking available

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
ake a deep drink of side-
show history!

Some of history’s 
greatest sword swallowers, 
fire eaters, and sideshow odd-
balls will finally receive their 
due next weekend at the Side-
show Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony in Coney Island. At 
the event, which kicks off the 
10th annual “Congress of Cu-
rious Peoples” festival running 
April 21–30 at various Coney 
venues, audience members and 
aficionados will drunkenly de-
liberate on which curious char-
acters will be immortalized 
in the Sideshow Hall of Fame. 
The crowd will also get a thor-
ough education on some of the 
world’s premiere oddities, but 
they might not remember the 
details the next morning, said 
one organizer.

“It’s like the show ‘Drunk 
History,’ ” said Dick Zigun, 
who runs Coney Island USA. 
“We take it very seriously. 
People are extremely knowl-
edgeable, but by the end of 
the night people are stinking 
drunk — it’s good fun.”

The Sideshow Hall of Fame 
has five categories: Born Dif-
ferent, Self-Inflicted (those 
who alter their body with tat-
toos or piercings, for instance), 
Working Acts (sideshow per-
formers such as knife throwers 
and sword swallowers), Show 
Folk (the producers and tal-
ent behind the sideshow) and 
Attractions, bizarre non-liv-
ing items that drew visitors, 
such as electric chairs, blade 
boxes, and the fake medicine 
of snake oil salesmen.

This year’s Born Different 
nominees are the Doll Family 
— a quartet of dwarfs who 
dazzled with song and dance 
routines — versus Martin Lau-
rello, the “Human Owl” who 
could twist his noggin 180 de-
grees. Each of this year’s nom-
inees worked with the Ring-
ling Brothers at some point in 
their career, as a nod to the 

recent closing of the broth-
ers’ circus, said Zigun. 

Two nominees will duke it 
out in each category, and pan-
elists will try to sway the audi-
ence in favor of their sideshow 
sensation. After the advocates 
have made their pitches, the 
crowd puts it to a vote. 

Each winner will receive 
a celebratory toast while the 
crowd chants “Gooble gob-
ble, we accept you! One of us, 
one of us!” — loosely quoting 
the 1932 film “Freaks.” Vot-
ers then down their drinks in 
a single gulp — or as much 
as they can stomach — all in 
the name of academia.

“Remember, we’re seri-
ously discussing people who 
can turn their heads back-
wards, swallow coins, people 
who’ve covered themselves in 
tattoos,” said Zigun. “But as 
the evening goes on the audi-
ence and the scholars get in-
credibly drunk.”

This year, the lucky few 
will be immortalized with a 
Sideshow Hall of Fame plaque 
mounted at the Freak Bar for 
all to see, which Zigun hopes 
will become a destination in 
and of itself.

“It will become a weirdo 
tourist attraction,” he said. 
“For 10 years, we’ve been 
holding this event and have 
not had an actual iconic, phys-
ical hall of fame. So this will 
give it a home.”

The 10-day Congress of 
Curious Peoples will also 
feature “Superfreak Week-
end” on April 22–23, an ex-
travaganza of exotic sideshow 
performers, along with a slew 
of lectures and panel discus-
sions on sideshow and circus 
culture.

They’re super freaks!
Sideshow Hall of Fame honors carnie history

The wall of fame: Sideshow impresario Dick Zigun will unveil the Sideshow 
Hall of Fame plaque at Coney Island’s Congress of Curious Peoples opener 
on April 21.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
G

eo
rg

in
e 

B
en

ve
nu

to

Sideshow Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony at 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 
April 21 at 7 pm. $10.

E V E N T

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, 
and Caribbean Life — have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

CLASS: Unlimited Martial 
Arts offers a complimen-
tary self-defense class 
for women. Free. 11 am. 
Unlimited Martial Arts [171 
Meeker Ave. at N. Seventh 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218–7515], www.uma-
brooklyn.com. 

TALK, FEAR OF SINGING 
WORKSHOP: An after-
noon singing workshop for 
“non-singers,” beginning 
singers, and anyone who 
wants to feel more comfort-
able with their voice. $85. 
1:30 pm. Arts New York 
Oxford Space [138 S Oxford 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (603) 721–1492], 
www.fearofsinging.com/
workshops. 

MUSIC, “MUSIC IN MO-
TION”: A free family con-
cert on the fl oating barge, 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 pm. 
Bargemusic (Fulton Ferry 
Landing - (Brooklyn Bridge)), 
www. bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, MASTERWORKS SE-
RIES: A classical concert of 
Bach, Schubert, and more, 
on a fl oating barge. $40 
($35 seniors, $20 student). 
Bargemusic (Fulton Ferry 
Landing - (Brooklyn Bridge)), 
www. bargemusic.org. 

ART, QUANTUM NATIVES: 
The art collective uses 
video game technology and 
sound design to project fi c-
tional landscapes. $12–$15. 
7 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

COMEDY, DEEP DISH COM-
EDY AT HELL PHONE: 
Amber Rollo hosts a 
stand-up show at this sexy 
speakeasy. Free. 10 pm. 
Hell Phone (247 Varet St. 
between White and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick), www.
hellphonebrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 
FRIDA”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 14. 

DANCE, “AN HOUR OF AC-
TION”: 5 pm. See Friday, 
April 14. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 14. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 14. 

FILM, “THE DARK CRYSTAL”: 
1 pm and 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 14. 

FILM, “LABYRINTH”: 3:15, 
4:50, and 10:10 pm. See Fri-
day, April 14. 

SUN, APRIL 16
MUSIC, ACOUSTIC SUNDAY 

MORNINGS WITH BOBBY 
& BUCKY: Enjoy Peter 
Pan Donuts and acoustic 
music. Free. 11 am to 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Farmacy & Soda 
Fountain (513 Henry St. at 
Sackett Street in Carroll 

Gardens), brooklynfarmacy-
andsodafountain.com. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of Jewish 
themed crafts to choose 
from! Free with museum 
admission. 12:30 pm to 2:30 
pm. Jewish Children’s Mu-
seum [792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

OUTDOORS, SENSORY PER-
CEPTION HIKE: Urban Park 
Ranger hiking guides will 
introduce you to the hid-
den gems of New York City 
while you learn orienteering 
skills. 1 pm. Canarsie Park 
[East 88th St. and Seaview 
Avenue in Canarsie, (718) 
421–2021]. 

DANCE, “AN HOUR OF AC-
TION”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
April 14. 

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 
FRIDA”: 6 pm. See Friday, 
April 14.  

MON, APRIL 17
READING, CHARLAMAGNE 

THA GOD: The co-host of 
Power 105.1’s The Breakfast 
Club shares his unlikely suc-
cess story and discusses 
his new book, “Black Privi-
lege: Opportunity Comes 
to Those Who Create It.” 
$30 (includes book). 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, THE DECEMBERISTS: 
With opener Julien Baker. 
$45. 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

TALK, NIGHT TRAIN WITH 
WYATT CENAC: Brooklyn-
based comedy favorite 
Wyatt Cenac hosts the best 
local and international stand 
up comedians, musicians, 
local celebrities, and the 
occasional surprise only 
found in Gowanus. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Andy Sandford, 
Maria Wojciechowski, Te-
resa Lee, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, APRIL 18
EVENT, THE COST OF WAR 

TAX DAY RALLY: Peace 
Action Bay Ridge will hold 
a rally on tax day to protest 
the money spent on the 
military. Free. 8:30–11:30 
am. Fort Hamilton Post 
Offi ce [88th Street at Fifth 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (646) 
824–5506], www.panys.
org/BR. 

TOUR, HISTORIC TOUR OF 

KINGS THEATRE: Explore 
the Kings Theatre on a 
guided tour, where you’ll 
learn about the history and 
architecture of the former 
movie palace and it’s new 
life after a $95M restoration 
to a state-of-the-art live per-
formance venue. $15. 11 am. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

READING, MARCUS GILROY-
WARE: Celebrate the re-
lease of “Filling The Void,” a 
meditation on the intersec-
tion between psychology, 
social media, and capital-
ism. Free. 7 pm. Spoonbill 
& Sugartown [99 Montrose 
Ave between Manhat-
tan Avenue and Leonard 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–7322], www.spoonbill-
books.com. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

DANCE, “SURREPTITIOUS 
PREPARATIONS FOR AN 
IMPOSSIBLE TOTAL ACT”: 
Stephanie Skura directs 
seven dance improvisers. 

$20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 At-
lantic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

WED, APRIL 19
TALK, FAMILY CAREGIVER 

EDUCATION: Free educa-
tion for those caring for a 
loved one with Alzheimer’s 
and other types of demen-
tia. Free. 10 am. Center of 
Excellence for Alzheimer’s 
Disease [445 Lenox Rd. at 
Brooklyn Avenue in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens, (718) 
499–7701], downstate.edu. 

MUSIC, A BENEFIT CONCERT 
FOR THE NEW YORK 
IMMIGRATION COALI-
TION: A night of live music, 
drinking, and dancing in 
solidarity to support the 
amazing work of The New 
Immigration Coalition. $20 
($15 in advance). 6:45 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, NORDIC AFFECT: 
The all-female Icelandic en-
semble performs new music 
on period instruments. $29. 
7 pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

MUSIC, MATUTO: A blend 
of Brazilian folk music and 
American bluegrass. Free. 
7:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 14. 

THURS, APRIL 20
FAMILY, MUSICAL SING-A-

LONG WITH AARDVARKS: 
Babies and toddlers enjoy a 
full fountain musical morn-
ing. $10. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Farmacy & Soda Fountain 
(513 Henry St. at Sackett 
Street in Carroll Gardens), 
brooklynfarmacyandsoda-
fountain.com. 

MUSIC, SPRING FAM-
ILY CONCERT WITH 
WOJCIECH BUKALSKI: 
An afternoon of Polish and 
American classical music. 
In Polish and English. Free. 
3:30 pm. Greenpoint Public 
Library [107 Norman Ave. 
at Leonard Street in Green-
point, (718) 349–8504], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

ART, SALEM ART WORKS 
EXHIBITION: An exhibit of 
new and emerging working 
artists titled the “Inherent 
Narrative.”” Free. 4 pm. 
Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 
HAPPY HOUR TOUR: Tour 
the beautifully restored 
Kings Theatre while you 
drink a glass of wine. Must 
be 21 or over. $25. 6:30 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

FUND-RAISER, CHIPS 
SPRING GALA: The Brook-
lyn soup kitchen Commu-
nity Help in Park Slope hosts 
a fund-raising dinner that 
honors Joseph Holtz, co-
founder of the Park Slope 

Food Co-op. $200. 6:30 pm. 
The Green Building [452 
Union St. at Bond Street in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–3363], 
thegreenbuildingnyc.com. 

COMEDY, THE RANGER 
ZONE: A variety show 
with comedy, poetry, and 
shadow puppets, hosted 
by the Ranger twin sisters. 
Free. 7 pm. Branded Sa-
loon [603 Vanderbilt Ave. at 
Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 484–8704], 
www.brandedsaloon.com. 

MUSIC, ALLIE X: $20 ($15 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. House of 
Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jef-
ferson Street in Bushwick), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE GALA BENEFIT 
CONCERT: A night of clas-
sical music, followed by 
a wine and hors d’oeuvre 
reception. $40. 7:30 pm. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 
Sixth and Seventh av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 14. 

THEATER, “HALF-BAKED” A 
JOINT COLLABORATION: 
A showcase of new songs 
from upcoming musical 
adaptations of “Canter-
bury Tales,” the kids’ book 
“Holes,” and the original 
work “Dust Can’t Kill Me.” 
Free. 8 pm. Cape House [2 
Knickerbocker Ave. at John-
son Avenue in Bushwick, 
(718) 821–2580], half-baked.
strikingly.com. 

MUSIC, “HAUNTING RENDI-
TIONS” WITH THORGY 
THORG: Eliot Glazer’s show 
that re-imagines terrible 
tunes welcomes “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” star Thorgy 
Thor. $15. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “INDIANA JONES 
AND THE LAST CRUSADE” 
DRINKING GAME: Actors 
perform a live reading of the 
Harrison Ford cult classic, 
but there’s a twist — drink 
when you hear the buzz 
words or phrases! $10. 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “A REEFER 
REVUE”: A burlesque cel-
ebration of marijuana to 
benefi t Coney Island USA. 
$15. 9 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
http://www.coneyisland.
com]. 

FRI, APRIL 21
TALK, WE WANTED A 

REVOLUTION: A daylong 
symposium featuring four 
panels on black revolution-
ary art practices. Free with 
$16 suggested admission. 
11:30 am–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, “SPRING OPEN STU-
DIOS” OPENING RECEP-
TION: The International 
Studio & Curatorial Program 
hosts an “open studio” for 
the public to view artwork 
and engage in conversa-
tions with 38 artists and 
curators from 22 countries 
around the world. Free. 6–9 
pm. The International Studio 
& Curatorial Program (1040 
Metropolitan Ave between 
Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.iscp-nyc.org. 

ART, A.I.R. GALLERY OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: The gal-
lery opens three new solo 
exhibits. Free. 6–8 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plymouth 
St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgallery.
org. 

FILM, “YARN”: This 2016 fi lm 
highlights women who are 
making a creative effort to 
redefi ne the tradition of 
knitting and crocheting. 
Dr. Jennifer Wingate will 
introduce and lead a discus-
sion afterward. Free. 6:30–9 
pm. First Unitarian Chapel 
[116 Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624–5466], www.
fuub.org. 

MUSIC, “NEW WORKS, OLD 
QUESTIONS”: New work 
created for piano, voice, 
fl ute, and horn, followed by 
a reception and discussion 
with the composers. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Conser-
vatory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln and 
Saint Johns plaes in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300], 
www.bqcm.org. 

READING, POETRY READ-
ING WITH KOKUMO: Join 
Spoonbill and Topside 
press for the release of “Re-
acquainted With Life” by 
Kokumo, with readings by 
co-poets Camoghne Felix, 
Janea Kelly, and Olympia 
Perez. Free. 7 pm. Spoonbill 
& Sugartown [99 Montrose 
Ave between Manhat-
tan Avenue and Leonard 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–7322], www.spoonbill-
books.com. 

MUSIC, BACK IN THE USSR: 
Karaoke band the Occasion-
alists perform a politically 
charged set-list of pop, rap, 
motown, anything-goes 
songs. Proceeds to benefi t 
environmentalist group 
350.org. $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 

[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, SQUIRREL NUT ZIP-
PERS & OZOMATLI: $40 
($35 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

MUSIC, TONGUES IN TREES: 
The Brooklyn-based experi-
mental art rock Indian-folk 
group performs as part of 
the free performance series 
featuring rock, jazz, R&B, 
world, pop, and more. Free. 
9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, RELEVANT TONES 
PODCAST RECORDING: 
Podcast and live radio col-
lide in an evening of music 
inspired by fractals, dy-
namic systems, feedback 
loops and nature. $29. 9:30 
pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

SAT, APRIL 22
MUSIC, CHAIRLIFT: With 

opening band Kristin Kon-
trol. $20. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

ART, THE NEST PROJECT: 
Photographer Debbie Bax-
ter will build a giant nest in 
Boerum Hill’s Wyckoff Bond 
Community Garden on April 
22, and photograph naked 
people in the nest on the 
next two weekends. Visit 
her site to schedule a photo 
session. Free. 9 am–9 pm. 
Wyckoff Bond Garden [195 
Wyckoff St. at Bond Street 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 237–
1290], debbiebaxter.com/
earth-day-brooklyn. 

READING, LAURIE BERKNER: 
The children’s artist releases 
her new picture book, “We 
Are the Dinosaurs” and per-
forms some of her famous 
tunes. Free. 11 am. Barnes 
and Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Sixth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–9066], 
www.barnesandnoble.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: A 
comedy show about online 
dating. $15. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

The wig is up!: Drag queen and violinist Thorgy Thor will join comedian and 
singer Eliot Glaser at the “bad music made good” showcase “Haunting Rendi-
tions” at the Bell House on April 20.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They hit it out of the 
park!

The Brooklyn Historical 
Society opened an exhibi-
tion on April 5 to celebrate 
70 years since Jackie Rob-
inson broke Major League 
Baseball’s color barrier — 
and one fan said the show 
will hit a home run in setting 
an example for kids who as-
pire to achieve the unthink-
able.

“They have a lot of stereo-
types about what they can’t do; 
we should be teaching them 
what they can do,” said the 
Rev. Dr. Valerie Oliver-Du-
rrah, a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
resident who is on the soci-
ety’s board of trustees. “The 
exhibit will hopefully encour-
age kids to know baseball in 
a different kind of way, see-

ing what Jackie Robinson did 
to break the barrier.”

The year-long show fea-
tures an array of memora-
bilia, including the Brook-
lyn Dodgers’ 1955 World 
Series Championship ban-
ner, programs, and photo-
graphs — such as a shot of 
him signing his first Major 
League contract in 1947 — 
a picture that Oliver-Durrah 
found especially moving.

“I liked the one where he 
signed the contract, it was 
very significant,” she said.

Oliver-Durrah sported a 
classic Dodgers jersey and 
cap for the occasion, and said 
it was great to see the orig-
inal cap Robinson wore on 
display in the exhibit.

The show’s unveiling 
gave old-timers in atten-
dance a chance to reminisce 
about watching games at the 

Exhibit honors Robinson’s 
baseball breakthrough

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

All stomachs on deck!
An upscale floating restau-

rant on an historic schooner is 
coming to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier 6, revealed its 
owner at Community Board 
2’s liquor license committee 
meeting on April 5. 

Restaurateur Alex Pincus 
said his eatery’s menu will be 
seafood-focused, but offered 
few details beyond that be-
fore the advisory panel voted 
to unanimously approve the 
license. 

He promised the commit-
tee that people wouldn’t be 
running around drunk after 
they got off the vessel, saying 
that Pilot will be classy, unlike 
an  infamous Manhattan bar  
that is also on a boat. 

“We run more of an up-
scale atmosphere than places 

like the Frying Pan where it’s 
more of a beer garden free-
for-all,” he said.

The repurposed sailboat 
isn’t Pincus’s first dip into 
New York’s waters — he al-
ready owns another restaurant 
aboard a schooner in Man-
hattan called  Grand Banks , 
 which he opened with Mark 
Firth of Diner and Marlow & 
Daughters fame . 

The eatery bills itself as 
an oyster bar that also serves 
entrees such as lobster rolls 
and soft shell crab.

And Pilot won’t be the only 
floating eatery in the park — 
his ship will hover just down 
the estuary from the River 
Cafe, which floats on a barge 
near Pier 1.

Pincus’s latest venture will 
join Cafe Roebling as new-
comers in the waterfront green 
space this summer. The eatery 

Floating restaurant sailing 
to Bridge Park’s Pier 6

Restaurateur Alex Pincus is opening a schooner 
restaurant, like his Grand Banks restaurant on 
the Sherman Zwicker in Manhattan, to Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier 6.
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All aboard!

will replace the popular Gar-
den Cafe and its menu will 
include burgers, hot dogs, 
salads, and beer, wine, and 
cocktails, according to its 
owner who also received the 
community board’s stamp of 
approval last Wednesday. 

Pincus declined to com-
ment on what type of schoo-
ner would be moored there or 
give any other details about 

his plans.
But his Manhattan part-

ner did once dream of bring-
ing the Manhattan-docked 
schooner around the horn.

“I just love the idea that 
this thing can move — 
maybe it’ll end up in Brook-
lyn at one point or down to 
Key West or over to New Or-
leans,” Firth  told “Bon Ap-
petit” magazine  in 2014.

Jackie’s time

team’s legendary stadium in 
Flatbush, and sent some of 
them perhaps a bit too far 
down memory lane, Oliver-
Durrah thought.

“People lingered to talk 
about Ebbets Field; I won-
dered, ‘How are those old 
folks getting home?’ They 

just didn’t want to stop!” 
she said.

“Until Everyone Has It 
Made: Jackie Robinson’s 
Legacy” exhibit at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
(128 Pierrepont St. in Brook-
lyn Heights). On display 
through June 2018.

A peek at some of the photos on display.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a turn for the bet-
ter!

A new stop sign on Cad-
man Plaza East and Red Cross 
Place in Downtown will keep 
drivers from flying around an 
intersection routinely choked 
with pedestrians searching for 
the Brooklyn Bridge, an ad-
vocate who successfully pe-
titioned the city for the red 
octagon says.

“There’s a lot of pedestrian 
traffic, and to me the most im-
portant thing to do was re-
duce speeds of the vehicles 
that would blow around the 
corner at 20 mph,” said Brian 
Howald, a member of Com-
munity Board 2’s transporta-
tion committee, who submit-
ted a request to the Department 

of Transportation for the stop 
sign in September. 

The agency installed the 
sign and street markings in 
March, after determining that 
one was needed at the location, 
a spokeswoman said.

Previously, motorists trav-
eling into Downtown from 
Dumbo encountered bar-
ricades at the intersection, 
where federal authorities 
have blocked off a stretch in 
front of the United States East-
ern District courthouse to ac-
commodate judges who like 
to park close to work.

Howald said cars that are 
forced to turn left at that point 
often speed around the bend 
into an area near the High 
Street subway station of-
ten crowded with walkers 
bound for the bridge, parks 

City installs new D’town 
stop sign to save tourists 

Brian Howald submitted a request for the transportation department to install 
this stop sign at a busy pedestrian crossing Downtown, and it did!
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Loved stop

and sights of Brooklyn Heights 
and Dumbo.

“People are always cross-
ing at that intersection and 
drivers are making a left, 
not looking at crossing traf-
fic,” he said.

Now, with the new stop 
sign, motorists will need 

to brake before rounding 
that curve and pedestri-
ans have dedicated spaces 
to cross on newly-painted 
crosswalks.

There haven’t been any in-
juries or fatalities at the inter-
section this year, but there have 
been four vehicular collisions, 

 according to city data .
Meanwhile, Howald is 

pumped about getting the 
stop sign installed, saying 
that each little bit of pedes-
trian safety counts. 

“In its own little small-town 
way it feels pretty empower-
ing,” he said. 

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It’s game-on at the Peo-
ple’s Playground! 

Coney Island roared to life 
on April 9 with the opening of 
Luna Park and Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Amusement Park. Rev-
elers enjoyed new rides and 
old favorites, and noshed on 
classic Coney fair to christen 
the start of the season. The 
opening weekend visit was 
a rite of passage for young 
Brooklynites, said one Sunset 
Parker who came out with his 
family for the festivities. 

“It’s a family tradition to 
come out here with the kids,” 
said Osorio Perez, who waited 
outside the gates of Luna Park 
with his two daughters an hour 
early to get first crack at the 
rides. “My dad brought me 
here, his dad brought him 
here, now I bring my girls. 
You can’t be a Brooklyn kid 
and not love coming here — 
who needs Six Flags when 
you’ve got Coney Island?” 

Coney’s in play!

The Cyclone took off on 
its first run of the season af-
ter Borough President Ad-
ams smashed a customary 
egg cream over the coaster. 
And Wonder Wheel owners 

— brothers Dennis and Steve 
Vourderis — officiated the 
“Blessing of the Rides,” be-
fore the first 97 revelers took 
a free spin on the wheel in 
honor of its 97 years.  

Borough President Adams christened the coaster 
by smashing an egg cream over the first car.
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Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is a gas-
trointestinal disorder that is usually as-
sociated with cramping, abdominal pain, 
bloating, constipation or chronic diarrhea.  
While IBS does not result in damage to the 
intestines, as inflammatory bowel disease 
(IBD) does, it can be very uncomfortable.  
Approximately 10 to 20 percent of adults 
experience IBS symptoms; it is one of the 
most common gastrointestinal disorders.  
There is no cure for IBS, but physician care 
and healthy lifestyle choices can make the 
condition manageable. 

“If you think that you may have IBS, the 
first step is to see a gastroenterologist,” 
said Irwin Grosman, M.D., gastroenter-
ologist at NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. “A thorough medical 
history, physical exam, blood tests, and, 
possibly, other tests such as a lower gas-
trointestinal (GI) series or a colonoscopy 
can help determine if you have the disor-
der.”  

Fatty fried foods, milk products, alco-
hol, carbonated drinks or beverages with 
caffeine can intensify IBS symptoms, so 
people with IBS should avoid these foods.  
Keeping a food diary can help determine 
which foods are most irritating and should 
be avoided.  Conversely, foods that are 
high in fiber can sometimes help solve di-
gestive problems.  Apples, peaches, broc-
coli and carrots, kidney beans, lima beans 
and whole-grain breads or cereals are ex-
cellent sources of fiber.  However, it is im-
portant to add foods with fiber to a daily 
diet gradually, as eating too much fiber at 
once can result in gas. Another good habit 
for people with IBS is to eat smaller meals.  

Large meals can cause cramping and diar-
rhea in IBS sufferers. Eating four or five 
small meals a day instead of two or three 
big ones may assist digestion.  

Stress may also trigger and intensify IBS 
symptoms, so learning to manage stress 
may be important.  Behavioral therapy can 
provide people who have IBS with coping 
mechanisms for stressful situations. Get-
ting regular sleep is crucial for emotional 
health as well as for general well being. 
Regular cardiovascular exercise such as 
running, walking and biking can also de-
crease stress and help regulate digestion. 

“If lifestyle changes are not enough to 
improve symptoms, there are medications  
that may help,” said Dr. Grosman. “Laxa-
tives, antispasmodics and antidepressants 
have all been known to provide relief for 
individuals who are diagnosed with IBS.”

To consult a gastroenterologist associated 
with NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital’s Institute for Digestive and Liver Dis-
orders, call 866-DIGEST1 (866-344-3781) or go 
to the Find a Doctor tile at nyp.org/Brooklyn.
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London as a society for cre-
atives, hopefuls must fill out 
an application that requires a 
photo and recommendation 
from two currents members 
among other details, such as 
information about where you 
work. 

Memberships start at 
$1,050 a year for those un-
der 27 who want to only use 
New York clubs — there are 
two locations in Manhattan 

and others in London, Malibu, 
Barcelona, Miami, Berlin, 
Chicago, Istanbul, Toronto, 
Hollywood, and other places 
— and go as high as $3,200 
for people wanting to use all 
outposts.

But at least one local says 
bringing a members-only so-
ciety to a public park is creat-
ing a deeper divide between the 
have and have-nots, something 
Mayor DeBlasio vowed to erad-
icate during his campaign. 

E
very day after school, and 
all day on weekends, kids 
run outside … to get to 

their soccer league, or ballet 
lesson, or origami boot camp. 
It’s all good, but here’s what 
it isn’t.

Play.
Playing is something else 

entirely, a chance for kids to 
make up games, run around, 
paint a rock, or climb a tree. 
And it is this kind of open-
ended, unstructured “just 
goofing around” that is not 
only pleasant, but absolutely 
critical to healthy child devel-
opment. If we want kids to 
become problem-solving, so-
cialized, self-controlled peo-
ple — and we do — we can’t 
keep filling all their free time 
with adult-led activities. 

Why not? Because when 
adults lead an activity, kids be-
come followers. But when kids 
lead an activity, they get prac-
tice becoming adults. Lead-
ers. Doers. Entrepreneurs, 
not cogs. 

That’s the idea behind the 
“Genius of Play,” an initia-
tive of the Toy Industry As-
sociation to raise awareness 
of play’s importance, and it 
was the topic of a panel dis-
cussion at the Children’s Mu-
seum of Manhattan the other 
day, moderated by the former 
editor of Parents Magazine, 
Dana Points.

While many parents think 
of play time as empty calo-
ries and believe that even 
pre-schoolers should spend 
more time being instructed 
on math and reading skills, 
Points said, “More play time at 

age 3 is directly related to bet-
ter vocabulary in kindergar-
ten.” What’s more, she added, 
“Active play not only helps de-
velop coordination and mo-
tor skills, it’s also connected 
to better sleeping and eating 
habits. Researchers in Ger-
many found a significant cor-
relation between ample free 
time [in childhood] and adult 
social success.”

What’s the connection? 
Nancy Schulman, former 
head of the 92nd street Y’s 
pre-K program and now head 
of the Early Learning Center 
at the Avenues school, put it 
bluntly: “Everything about 
play benefits kids. Curios-
ity, inventiveness, self-es-
teem, and resilience are the 
four things that kids really 
get through play.” 

Think about what you see 
when you watch a kid play-
ing. 

“They will try something 
over and over and over again 
and keep failing but keep try-
ing because they are setting 
the agenda,” said Schulman. 
They want to make the cat’s 
cradle, or kick the ball harder. 
That’s the kind of intense fo-
cus they will need in school — 
and life — but the classroom 
is a tough place to breed it. 

When kids are self-motivated, 
as they are in play, they get 
the experience of hard work 
and practicing without balk-
ing at, well, the hard work and 
practicing.

They also get the experi-
ence of making something 
happen. To get a game go-
ing, even a game of “I’m the 
princess, you’re the frog,” you 
need to convince someone else 
to play with you. This involves 
all sorts of social skills, said 
Leslie Bushara, deputy direc-
tor of guest services at the 
Museum. 

“You’re negotiating, you’re 
listening.” And if what you 
hear is that your friend doesn’t 
want to be the frog, you have 
to absorb that and adjust or 
you may not be able to play 
at all. So you come up with a 
workable solution: Let’s both 
be princesses. 

In the workplace, Bushara 
added, this is called “lead-
ership.”

In Little League or hip-
hop class, kids learn certain 
technical skills, and team-
work, but they are not mak-
ing something happen. What’s 
more, they are being judged, 
so they’re not totally free to 
make up a new game or dance. 
Free play doesn’t have an au-

thority watching and grading, 
which means kids get to use 
their imaginations. You can’t 
run the bases backwards at 
Little League, but you can if 
you’re “just” playing. Voila: 
The seeds of innovation. 

This is the first generation 
to be deprived of the chance to 
just hang out with their bud-
dies, getting all those good 
things going. 

“Only a quarter of our 
kids 6 to 15 are getting 60 
minutes of play a day,” said 
Kim McCall, executive di-
rector of New York/New Jer-
sey Playworks, an organiza-
tion that sends play instructors 
into schools to teach kids the 
playground games their older 
siblings no longer teach them. 
And, she said, many schools 
take even the meager 20-min-
ute recess away from kids as 
a punishment, when recess 
is probably what those kids 
need the most.

How can we give kids back 
their right to play when par-
ents and schools face so many 
time constraints and fears? 
Actually, it’s surprisingly 
easy. After school, just keep 
the gym or playground open 
for free play. Maybe have an 
adult in the corner, for insur-
ance reasons. But otherwise, 
just throw out some balls, 
jump ropes and cardboard 
boxes and let the kids at it.

A mind is a terrible thing 
to waste … by “teaching” it 
all the time. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and founder 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids. 

Child’s play helps kids grow

By Lenore Skenazy

Continued from page 3

SOHO... “It’s a high-priced mem-
bership club and the thing 
that’s unfortunate about it is 
it’s something that sort of fur-
ther reinforces the whole no-
tion of a tale of two cities,” 
said Peter LaBonte, who is the 
chair of the park’s commu-
nity advisory council. 

The advisory group is plan-
ning on reaching out to the 
club’s owners to chat about 
ways to make the cliquey hub 
more inclusive, such as open-
ing it up to community groups 
one day a month, he said. 

Dumbo House will join 

Empire Stores’ tenants in-
cluding high-end furniture 
hawker West Elm, a satellite 
museum of the Brooklyn His-
torical Society, an outpost of 
popular area eatery Vinegar 
Hill House, a rooftop beer gar-
den, and a storefront for hip 
watchmaker Shinola

Construction on the rest of 
the landmarked Civil War-era 
property is “nearing comple-
tion,” according to a spokes-
woman for the developer Mid-
town Equities.

Soho House did not return 
requests for comment.
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THIS IS OUR ARMORY
THE CROWN HEIGHTS 
COMMUNITY DEMANDS:
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CALL CUMBO AND TELL HER NO!

(718) 260-9191
For more information or to learn how to get involved, please reach New York Communities for Change at 

(347) 460-8284 or visit their website at www.nycommunities.org.

THIS IS OUR LAND

Our Armory is a coalition of community, faith and labor organizations whose mission is to keep Crown Heights our home. 

���	��

��
	����	�������	�����
	���
��	�����	
��	�����

���	��	�	��"��#��	��	������	����	
�	
��"�����
	$��	��������	���	%&�	'�

��
�	
�	

�����	��*�
�	������	��
	
��	#���
��+


