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Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They want a people’s playground! 
Plans to make over Fort Greene Park 

must include perks for the people who 
live in the public housing complexes 
surrounding it and shouldn’t just cre-
ate a fancy facade to make the meadow 
look good for gentrifiers, neighbors de-
manded at a meeting on May 3. 

“We don’t want a vanity project, we 
don’t want a promenade, we don’t want 
more pavement,” said one Fort Greener 
to Brooklyn Parks Commissioner Marty 
Maher, who led the meeting. “We want 
more grass, more intimate spaces, we 
want more recreational opportunities 
for our kids and seniors. This is every-
one’s backyard.” 

The Parks Department is in the midst 
of redesigning the greensward’s Myrtle 
Avenue entrances — which are heav-
ily used by residents from nearby Walt 
Whitman and Ingersoll Houses —  with 
$5 million from the city’s Parks With-
out Borders program that aims to open 
and beautify parks . 

Green space honchos revealed ren-
derings in February that showed signif-
icant changes on the corner of St. Ed-
wards Street, including clearing a way 
to the Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument 
by taking out a stone wall and granite 
platforms, and adding wheelchair ramps 
and a water feature. The agency says 
it based the designs on historic blue-
prints for the park, as well as feedback 
from a November meeting attended by 
about 40 people.

The preliminary plan also included 
chopping down rows of trees to cre-
ate the path up to the memorial, but it 
sparked such outrage from locals that the 

Longtime residents: Don’t gentrify our Fort Greene Park!

FIGHTING THE ‘FIX’

Parks Department decided to conduct a 
more thorough examination of the tim-
bers, concluding that they can and will 
be saved, according to Maher.

“We found that the trees had solid 
roots and we could preserve them,” he 
said. 

Residents fumed at the new agency 
head for the majority of the meeting, 
during which he asked denizens to give 
ideas for activities and programs in the 
park. Instead, locals used the opportu-
nity to rail against the earlier plans and 
a perceived lack of outreach, and let him 

know how popular the urban meadow is, 
urging Maher to advocate for keeping 
part of it open during the revamp. 

Construction will take 10 to 18 
months and Maher said that portions 
of the park will need to be closed dur-
ing that time. 

Locals hang out at the park’s bar-
becue area in warm months and treat 
the green space like their own back-
yard because their apartments don’t have 
places to sit outside, they told him, and 
one area leader said the tree-hugging 
agency must ensure residents will have 

Ingersoll Houses tenant association president Anthony Sosa railed against makeover plans for Fort Greene 
Park at a meeting on May 3 and says the city must include the community in its design process.
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somewhere to grill and chill during the 
makeover. 

“We use the barbecue — that means 
our summer is done, our winter is done, 
our spring is done,” said Anthony Sosa, 
who is the tenant association president 
for Ingersoll Houses. “We don’t go on 
the other side of the park cause y’all 
don’t allow barbecuing there. While 
this construction is going on the other 
side is going to get ugly, Marty. People 
want their park.” 

Maher said he is planning on install-
ing 20 more tables in the next week and 
promised to relocate the barbecues to 
somewhere else in the park during con-
struction. 

But he couldn’t guarantee that he’d 
be able to keep areas such as the play-
ground open, instead offering the conso-
lation that residents will be able to pick 
up where they left off when the make-
over is complete. 

“Sometimes you can accommodate, 
sometimes you can’t. Things we can ac-
commodate like barbecuing, it’s easy 
enough to relocate,” he said. “When 
construction is done, any activity you 
could’ve done you can do after.”

Along with the barbecues, locals 
asked Maher to expand the basketball 
courts, but the commissioner said this is 
unlikely because the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission — which must 
rubber stamp any changes to the land-
marked park — wouldn’t approve it be-
cause of water pipes underneath.

Residents supported more lighting 
and repaving the sidewalks along the 
park, and stressed the agency must 
be wary of changes that would nega-
tively impact the community. “I think 
the neighborhood has seen a lot of ‘im-
provements’ that are destroying what ex-
ists,” said Laurena Allan. “We need to 
preserve what’s important to this com-
munity and [the park] is very impor-
tant.” 

Maher told the room to voice their 
concerns to Community Board 2, which 
could eventually vote on a new proposal 
as early as June. The board’s vote is 
only advisory, however, and the final 
decision lies with the city agencies re-
sponsible for the makeover. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s farm to condo!
Residents of a  Prospect Heights 

tower  can sow their own veggies 
and herbs in plots on an eighth-
floor terrace equipped with ev-
erything green thumbs need to 
harvest their next meal, includ-
ing a fully powered sun. 

“The sun exposure is nearly all 
day and so it’s just a great place to 
have this sort of amenity,” said Ash-
ley Cotton, who is the executive 
vice president of external affairs 
at Forest City New York, the devel-
oper behind Pacific Park, formerly 
known as Atlantic Yards.

Residents of the 18-story Van-
derbilt Avenue and Dean Street 

building can sign up for individ-
ual plots measuring 3-by-10-feet, 
spread out among six large metal 
planters. The building is described 
as having a “deep and fundamental 
connection to nature” on its web-
site — a feature that will attract 
people who want to get down in 
the dirt and grow their own greens, 
according to Cotton. 

“There are people who are in-
terested in light and air and hav-
ing this element in their day-to-day 
lives so we think this amenity fits 
quite nicely into that profile,” she 
said. “It’s sort of relaxing and in-
spiring. The daily grind of a city 
doesn’t give you much of an oppor-
tunity to say, ‘Oh look! The egg-
plant is coming in.’ ” 

Residents are responsible for 
taking care of their own plots, but 
each planter comes with its own 
irrigation system so the big city 
cultivators don’t have to worry 
about their vegetation wilting 
while they’re away.

And the sunny location means that 
locals can grow tomatoes, basil, and 
many other plants that love basking 
in its rays, according to a gardening 
expert who said growers just must 
make sure to show their crops some 
extra love when the heat is on. 

“They could grow vegetables, 
herbs, any types of shrubs, rose 
bushes would do well,” said Marty 
Lake, who owns the nearby Botan-
ica Garden Center. “Most people 
who fail don’t water in heat waves, 

when you need to do a little more 
maintenance with full sun.” 

Along with amateur garden-
ers, the owners of restaurant Ol-
msted, which is down the street, 
are using a large plot to grow hot 
peppers for their homemade alji 
dulce sauce, said Cotton.

Residents who have trouble get-
ting started or just want some wis-
dom from the masters themselves 
can sign up for gardening lessons 
with the Olmsted team. 

Scoring a pad in the Vander-
bilt Avenue building isn’t cheap 
— condos range from $890,000 
to $6.8 million. But another Pa-
cific Park building at 535 Carlton 
also offers gardening and  below-
market-rate prices . 

Real garden apartment
Atlantic Yards condo building offering terrace farm amenity

Residents living in this Pacific Park building can garden on this terrace.
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What’cha want
Madison Cartelli had a great time shooting hoops as her 
T-shirt paid tribute to Adam Yauch of the Beastie Boys at 
MCA Day on Saturday in Brooklyn Heights. Read more 
about the event on page 5.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Teenage voteland?
That’s what Assemblyman Rob-

ert Carroll (D–Park Slope) hopes 
to create with his proposal to lower 
the voting age for local and state-
wide elections in New York from 
18 to 17.

Carroll told Brooklyn Paper 
Radio hosts Gersh Kuntzman 
(largely supportive) and Vince 
DiMiceli (very dismissive) that 
 the bill  would dramatically im-
prove voter engagement.

“Studies show that if you don’t 
vote before you’re 25, you’re 
likely to never vote, so this bill 
will help instill that value,” Car-
roll said, adding that turnout is 
high in Scotland and other nations 
where 17-year-olds have the fran-
chise. “Our voter turnout is get-
ting worse.”

Carroll said that 52 percent 
of eligible young people voted 
in the 1972 election — the first 
year 18-year-olds were guaran-

Assemblyman: 17-year-olds should vote!
ON THE RADIO:

Assemblyman Robert Car-
roll — who could pass for a 
teenager — wants to let 17 
year olds vote!

is just 30 — chatted with Daily 
News columnist Kuntzman and 
Brooklyn Paper Editor DiMiceli 
as a busload of Brooklyn teen-
agers was headed to Albany on 
Tuesday to lobby legislators in 
support of Carroll’s bill. One of 
those teens, Eli Frankel, helped 
draft the proposal with Carroll and 
even started the  Youth Progres-
sive Policy Group , which is dedi-
cated to the inevitable suggestion 
that this 16-year-old high-school 
kid is a lot smarter than Gersh 
Kuntzman.

Kuntzman admitted he wasn’t 
interested in the idea until his der-
matologist called him out of the 
blue.

“And I had just gotten a mole 
removed so I was thinking, ‘This 
can’t be good news,’ ” Kuntzman 
said.

Turns out, the good doctor only 
wanted to hook up Kuntzman with 
his son, the 16-year-old progres-
sive policy nerd, who had penned 

happens when people don’t par-
ticipate.”

The young lawmaker — Carroll 

teed the vote nationwide thanks 
to the 26th Amendment —  yet 
only 38 percent of youngsters 
voted in 2012.

Ever the razor sharp inquisi-
tor, DiMiceli questioned whether 
17-year-olds have the smarts to be 
entrusted with the vote.

“They’re going to make bad 
decisions,” DiMiceli said, per-

haps recalling his own youthful 
indiscretion with a short-lived 
pierced ear.

“We let people make bad de-
cisions at the polls — last year’s 
election proved that,” Carroll said. 
“But I believe that the more peo-
ple who vote, the better outcome 
we will get.”

Kuntzman disagreed, given 
such obvious decline in civic en-
gagement among the youth, which 
is why, he added, “newspapers are 
failing everywhere.”

“Young people want to be en-
gaged, but the people in power, in 
the government or media are ana-
log to them,” Carroll said. “They 
are Baby Boomers who are try-
ing to keep the status quo. Young 
people think the system is com-
pletely broken.

“But expanding the franchise 
will, at least, expand voting,” he 
added. “New York has almost the 
lowest in turnout in the country and 
we have one of the most dysfunc-
tional governments. That’s what 

PLUS:
Carroll slams Malliotakis!

SEE PAGE 11

See RADIO  on page 11

INSIDE: FIND YOUR NEXT MEAL WITH OUR MENU GUIDE
eat up!
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee
www.madisonleescakes.com  
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

Happy Mother’s Day
SUNDAY, MAY 14th

Find your little Flower

Discover Infant Adoption

Call or Visit Us Online to Register

www.afth.org ��610.991.7013

Brooklyn, NY
Tuesday, May 23rd at 6:00 pm
Join us for a FREE info meeting

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Two lives down, 16 to 
go!

New York’s Bravest res-
cued two helpless felines 
trapped in a Fifth Avenue 
inferno on May 4.

Deli worker Saleh Abdul-
lah of Express Deli Grocery 
called 911 at 10:15 am after 
he spotted smoke billowing 
from the top-floor apartment 
of the building between 10th 
and 11th streets.

Firefighters Joe Hayes 
and Mike Biserta emerged 
from the blaze clutching the 
hysterical but otherwise un-

harmed felines.
The city’s Bravest left the 

lucky furballs with Abdul-
lah, who let them relax in his 
candy rack until their owner 
came to retrieve them.

At least one of the cats, 
according to Abdullah, 
looked like he had seen bet-
ter days.

“The big one was scared,” 
he said.

Firefighters extinguished 
the blaze in less than a half 
hour, and, thanks to their ef-
forts, nobody — feline or oth-
erwise — was injured, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
Fire Department.

Cat-astrophe 
is averted!
Firefi ghters rescue felines 
from Fifth Avenue blaze

Firefighter Joe Hayes carries an upset, but unharmed, 
feline from a Fifth Avenue inferno on May 4.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve got a story to tell 
you. 

Artists from across the 
city gathered in Dumbo to 
share their talents with fel-
low storytellers at Brooklyn 
Arts Council’s Folk Arts Day 
on April 29 — and the an-
nual get together was a great 
chance for creatives to learn 
from one another, said a par-
ticipant. 

“It’s very important that 
we can get all of these dif-
ferent ethnic groups and dif-
ferent artists from different 
parts of the world together 
and share their interests,” said 
Bronx resident Salieu Suso, 
who imparted his expertise 
on storytelling with the kora, 
a 21-string harp used in West 
Africa. Suso — who is from 
Gambia — has been attend-
ing the meet-up for six years, 
teaching participants about 
the ancient songs he plays on 
the 1,000-year old instrument 

Storytellers come to Dumbo

he has been playing for three 
decades. 

The harp is used to teach 
history and entertain, facts 
that Suso told other artists 

when they weren’t busy 
learning how to get their 
work out to various city ad-
vocacy groups. 

“I was able to share my 

thoughts and experiences and 
that was nice. You also got 
to collaborate and talk about 
how we can work with differ-
ent organizations,” he said. 

Salieu Suso talks to the audience about playing the kora at Brooklyn Folk Arts 
Day on Saturday.
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A thief stole a woman’s ex-
pensive necklace she left in 
her Schermerhorn Street ho-
tel room while she went out 
for the day on April 30.

The lady left her 14-karat 
gold yellow metal necklace 
with a Virgin Mary inside 
her hotel room between Bond 
and Hoyt streets and returned 
around 3 pm to find it was 
missing, said cops.

Came up short 
Some punk stole $2,290 

worth of athletic wear from 
a Smith Street store on May 
3. 

A worker manning the 
store near Wyckoff Street 
told police she was helping 
a customer when the filcher 
lifted 25 pairs of shorts and 35 
pairs of boxers and fled.

Heights burglary
A burglar broke into a 

Montague Street home on 
May 3 and stole $8,500 worth 
of goods while the owners 
were at work.

Bandit swipes woman’s necklace

The residents of the home 
near Clinton Street left for 
work at 9:15 am and returned 
at 6:50 pm to find that some-
one had taken their MacBook 
Air, 10 gold gemstone rings, 
five gold necklaces, a gold 
watch, and yellow Cannon-
dale road bike, according to 
authorities.

Needling 
Cops cuffed a woman 

who they say tried to steal 
items from a Jay Street store 
on May 4 and threatened to 
stab a worker who tried to 
stop her. 

The lady was shopping in 
the store near York Street at 
10:30 am when a worker no-
ticed her putting several items 
in her coat pocket, according 
to police. The worker con-
fronted the woman and asked 
her put back the loot and the 
suspect grabbed her hair, 
pulled on it, and hissed, “I will 
stab you with my needle.” Au-
thorities were contacted and 
arrested the woman. 

Subway steal 
A prowler stole a drunk 

guy’s wallet by cutting out his 
pocket while he was asleep on 

the A train on May 4.
The victim told police 

he was hanging out drink-
ing with friends in Manhat-
tan and boarded a Brooklyn-
bound A train at 4 am. He 
fell asleep and awoke at High 
Street station, then transferred 
to a Manhattan-bound A train. 
While he was switching loco-
motives, he noticed his pants 
pocket was cut and his wallet 
was missing, cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cat burglar 
A burglar crept into a 

Lafayette Avenue building 
and stole a laptop and $3,000 
while the resident was gone 
on May 6.

The tenant came home to 
the apartment by Cumber-
land Street at 2:43 am and dis-
covered her bed was thrown 
about and her computer and 
cash were missing, authori-
ties said.

Canned
Cops are hunting for two 

jerks who hurled a can at a 
man’s face on Fleet Walk on 
May 1.

April 17, and claims she’s got 
two witnesses to back up her 
claims.

The victim’s own win-
dows weren’t damaged as a 
result of her neighbor’s ac-
tions, but some of the enig-
matic goo did trickle onto 
them, cops said.

No arrests have been made, 
and the case has been closed, 
according to police.

Hammer time
Cops arrested a 37-year-old 

man for allegedly banging on 
the door of a woman’s Wyck-
off Street apartment with a 
hammer on April 24.

The victim told police 
she was inside her home be-
tween Third Avenue and Nev-
ins Street at 9:50 pm, when 
the suspect started wailing 
on her front door with the 
hammer.

The door wasn’t damaged 
as a result of the man’s attack, 
cops said, but he was arrested 
on charges of menacing.

Dirty laundry
A brute beat a man inside 

a Fifth Avenue laundromat 
on April 27.

The victim told police he 
was inside the laundry busi-
ness at 12:30 pm, when the 
suspect suddenly cocked his 
fist back and socked him in 
the nose.

Cops prowled the area in 
search of the bruiser following 
his attack, but came up empty-
handed, said police.

Lap-topped off
A thief stole a man’s lap-

top he left unattended in the 
lobby of a First Street apart-
ment building on April 29.

The victim told police that 
he left a bag containing his 
computer in the building be-
tween Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues at midnight, and returned 
a few minutes later to find it 
stolen. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

–Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad passenger 
Cops cuffed a guy for hop-

ping out of a cab without pay-
ing for his ride and attack-
ing the driver on Van Brunt 
Street on May 6.

The 31-year-old passen-
ger got out of the taxi near 
Hamilton Avenue at about 
9:45 pm without paying his 
$43.30 fare, police said. When 
the driver confronted the pas-
senger about it, he just started 
pushing, cursing, and grab-
bing him, according to author-
ities. The suspect also  resisted 
arrest, police said. 

Last call
A punk swiped a guy’s wal-

let he had left on the counter 
at a Beard Street bar on May 
7, police said.

The 26-year-old guy left his 
wallet atop the bar at the wa-
tering hole between Dwight 
and Otsego streets at 2 am, 
and when he turned back to 
get it at 5 am, some baddie 
had grabbed it sometime, ac-
cording to authorities. 

The crook ran off with the 
Burberry wallet containing 
credit cards, a Florida driv-
er’s license, and $30, offi-
cials said. 

Red-handed 
Police arrested a guy for 

swiping a woman’s delivery 
package off her Tompkins 
Place stoop on May 5.

The suspect grabbed her 
delivered SodaStream car-
bonation product from out-

side her home between Kane 
and Degraw streets sometime 
between 6:30 pm and 7:15 pm, 
according to authorities. 

It’s a puzzle
A lout stole a guy’s wallet 

and tried to charge more than 
$2,000 to his credit card on 
May 4, police said.

The guy told police he was 
on Livingston Street some-
time between 1 pm and 3:30 
pm with his wallet. He walked 
towards Court Street before 
heading home to Douglass 
Street, at which point he re-
alized his billfold was gone, 
officials said. 

The goon who stole the 
wallet — which contained his 
driver’s license, health insur-
ance card, $550, MetroCard, 
and credit cards — also tried 
to charge $2,163 to one of the 
cards, said cops. 

Not a fan
Cops cuffed a guy for steal-

ing a woman’s desktop fans 
that had been delivered to 
her apartment lobby on Bal-
tic Street on May 5.

The suspect had taken her 
Lasko and Holmes blizzard 
fans from her apartment be-
tween Smith and Court streets 
sometime between 1:19 pm 
and 7:13 pm, officials said.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Lock pick
A rat broke into two lockers 

at an 86th Street fitness cen-
ter on May 7 — and swiped 
gym-goers’ belongings.

A fitness enthusiast told 
police that he stored his wal-
let in one of the lockers at 
the gym between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues. But when he re-
turned post-workout at noon, 
his wallet, stuffed with cash 
and bank cards, was gone, po-
lice said. The hungry raider 
promptly bought Chinese food 
and cigarettes on the stolen 
bank cards, said cops. 

But that wasn’t the end 
to his thievery. The prowler 
returned later that day and 
broke into another locker 
where a couple had stashed 
their clothes and wallets, of-
ficials said. The victims told 
police they packed their things 
away at 6:30 pm, but when 
they returned at 8 pm their 
stuff was missing from the 
locked locker, cops said. 

Avid collector
A baddie stole a bundle of 

signed baseball cards from a 
Bay Ridge Parkway basement 
on May 1.

The victim told police that 
the sports fan broke into his 
basement between 10th and 
11th avenues around 4 pm 
when he wasn’t home. The 
thief made off with more than 
$3,000 worth of vintage cards, 
said police. 

Scared off
A would-be thief trying to 

drive off with a car parked 
on Bay Ridge Avenue on 
May 3 was scared off by the 
owner.

The victim told police that 
she spotted the man inside her 
Jeep Grand Cherokee between 
Colonial Road and Ridge Bou-
levard at 11 pm trying to start 
the engine. 

The woman rushed over 
to the car and began bang-
ing on the passenger-side win-
dow, which spooked the goon, 
who dashed out of the vehi-
cle, said police. 

— Caroline Spivack

The 63-year-old victim 
was near Prince Street at 8 
pm when the scofflaws threw 
the projectile at his face and 
punched him, said cops.

Park and snatch
A weasel lifted a laptop out 

of a car parked on Greene Av-
enue sometime overnight on 
April 30.

The victim told police he 
left his MacBook Pro in his 
vehicle for the night near by 
Adlephi Street at 9:30 pm 
and returned in the morn-
ing to find trash in his car 
and his computer vanished, 
police said. 

Broom bash 
Police arrested a woman 

who they say struck a man 
with a broom while they were 
in a fight in a DeKalb Ave-
nue store on May 6. 

The suspect was having a 
verbal argument with the man 
by St. Felix Street at 5:30 pm 
when she picked up the broom 
and hit the guy on the right 
hand, police said.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Mystery goo!
A woman called the cops 

on her upstairs neighbor for 
continuously pumping “un-
known liquids” out the win-
dow of their Prospect Place 
apartment.

The Park Slope resident 
told police that her neigh-
bors vented the mysterious 
fluids out the window of their 
home between Caton and Van-
derbilt avenues at 8 am on 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

A car flipped onto its 
roof during a freak mid-
day collision on Monday in 
the Brooklyn-bound lanes 
of the Brooklyn Bridge — 
and the Brooklyn Paper was 
there.

There were  no major in-
juries to the car’s three oc-
cupants, police and fire de-

partment officials said, and 
by the time we drove by and 
snapped these shots, no one 
was inside the vehicle.

A police spokesman said 
the crash occurred about 
1:35 pm, when a BMW se-
dan was sideswiped, went 
out of control and over-
turned. The spokesman 
said the driver and passen-
gers of the BMW apparently 

crawled out through open 
windows. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Fire Department said the 
three people who climbed 
out of the car refused med-
ical attention, and later left 
the scene. 

Neither police nor fire 
officials had any informa-
tion about the other vehicle 
reportedly involved.

Car fl ips on B’Bridge

A BMW lies on its roof after being overturned on the Brooklyn Bridge Mon-
day afternoon. Authorities said three people sustained minor injuries.
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FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN METS 

TICKETS!
Look inside the Daily 

News this Sunday, May 14 
to see how you could win! 

2017 DanceAfrica Sponsor:Support for Muslim 
Stories: Global to Local 
provided by the Building 
Bridges Program of the 
Doris Duke Foundation  
for Islamic Art.

Presenting Sponsor of
Dance Education:

DanceAfrica Car-Sharing 
Sponsor:

May 26—29

2017

Dance Music Film Bazaar 
The Healing Light of Rhythm: Tradition and Beyond 

Artistic Director Abdel R. Salaam and Artistic Director Emeritus Chuck Davis

BAM.org/DanceAfrica 718.636.4100
Tickets start at $25

P
ho

to
s:

 R
ic

ha
rd

 T
er

m
ne

 a
in

e
nd

 J
ul

ie
ta

C
er

v
 C

an
te

s

2 17

26—

Dance
May 2y 2

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a banner MCA-
Day.

Beastie Boys fans gath-
ered in Adam Yauch Park 
in Brooklyn Heights on Sat-
urday to honor the late em-
cee during the sixth annual 
get-together in the rapper’s 
home neighborhood. Admir-
ers have been crowding into 
the park each year to mark 
the anniversary of the word-
smith and human rights ac-
tivists’ death by listening to 
his rhymes and enjoying the 
park of his namesake, and this 
year was no different. 

“It was just a fun day at 
the park,” said Rob Hearon, 
who drove up from Phila-
delphia and sported a “RIP 
MCA” shirt for the occa-
sion. “It was cool to hang 
out, listen to some music, 
play some basketball, and 
talk to friends.” 

Hearon was in high school 
when the Beastie Boys’ first 
album, “Licensed to Ill” came 

Fans celebrate Beastie in Heights

(Left) Adam Yauch fan Rob Hearon paid tribute to the late rapper at MCA Day on Saturday in Brooklyn 
Heights. (Right) Organizer Mike Kearney led the festivities.
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out in 1986 and he has been 
a huge fan ever since, trek-
king up from the sixth bor-
ough for the past four years 
to celebrate Yauch.

The rapper, who once 
commanded people fight 
for their right to party, went 
on to become a celebrated 
activist, organizing a con-

cert to support the Tibetan 
independence movement, 
and famously slamming Is-
lamophobia during his  1998 
MTV Music Video Awards 
speech  — setting an exam-
ple for many to look up to, 
including Hearon. 

“I just really respect the 
way he lived his life. He kind 

of matured throughout the 
years in front of his fans and 
went from being this punk 
rock kick ass guy to a socially 
conscious philanthropist and 
it was cool to mature along 
with him,” he said. 

Fans will get another 
chance to pay tribute to Yauch 
at an official MCA Day shin-

dig at Gowanus’ Littlefield on 
Aug. 5, a party its organizer 
declared will be the “Grand 
finale event.” 

MCA Day at Littlefield 
(622 DeGraw St. between 
Third and Fourth Avenues 
in Gowanus, www.little-
field.com), Aug. 5, noon–5 
pm. Free.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The Park Slope branch of 
the Brooklyn Public Library 
celebrated the long-awaited 
opening of an outdoor gar-
den on Saturday.

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) marked the 
occasion by cutting a ribbon 
of flowers with help from a 
few precocious tots, and the 
occasion — like the garden it-
self — was adorable, accord-

ing to the lawmaker.
“The garden itself is super, 

super cute, a really very joy-
ful public space, and the kids 
were running around — it was 
great,” Lander said.

The roughly basketball-
court-sized library garden 
features a lawn surrounded 
by trees, benches, and shrub-
bery, along with stone seat-
ing organized amphitheater 
style to accommodate public 
readings for lit fans young 

Super cute
Slope Library opens garden

and old.
Unlike some library proj-

ects, the reading garden pro-
ceeded at a brisk two-year 
pace from funding to com-
pletion, with construction 
lasting less than a year from 
when the first  shovel hit dirt 
in July last year . 

The library is also look-

ing to make the new garden 
home to a statue of Knuffle 
Bunny, the beloved creation 
of the formerly Brooklyn-
based children’s author Mo 
Willems, who recounted the 
tale of the hapless stuffed an-
imal’s adventure at the laun-
dromat in “ Knuffle Bunny: 
A Cautionary Tale .”

But the decision to install 
the beloved children’s char-
acter in a garden largely de-
signed for children falls to the 
Public Design Commission, 
the city’s artistic gatekeep-
ers who are yet to sign off on 
whether or not the bunny’s 
likeness is appropriate for the 
library’s green space. 
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A book club worth of kids helped Councilman Brad Lander (above left) cut a rib-
bon of flowers in celebration of the Park Slope Library’s new reading garden.
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Mammograms — x-ray images of the 
breast — are a common and effective way 
to screen for breast cancer, the second 
most common type of cancer in women. 
Although the frequency with which a 
woman should receive a mammogram 
is determined by her particular medical 
history and circumstances, most women 
begin receiving annual mammograms be-
tween the ages of 45 and 50. However, 
some women, have denser than average 
breast tissue, which is linked to an in-
creased risk of developing breast cancer. 

Women with dense breast tissue have 
less fatty tissue and more glandular and 
supportive breast tissue than average. 
There is no way for a woman to tell if she 
has dense breasts without first getting a 
mammogram, which can indicate its pres-
ence.  However, a standard mammogram 
may not distinguish between dense tissue 
and cancerous tissue. “The problem with 
evaluating dense breast tissue through 
mammography is that it appears as a tu-
mor would. This does not necessarily indi-
cate cancer, but the dense tissue can po-
tentially obscure a cancerous mass on the 
scan,” said Steven Garner, M.D., chair of 
radiology at NewYork-Presbyterian Brook-
lyn Methodist Hospital.

“Dense breast tissue does not necessar-
ily lead to a breast cancer diagnosis. How-
ever, studies show that dense breast tissue 
is linked to a four- to five-fold increased 
risk for developing breast cancer over 
time,” Dr. Garner said. “Luckily, there are 
other imaging test options that can clearly 
distinguish between dense tissue and can-
cerous cells.” So women with dense breast 

tissue may have an increased need for rou-
tine screenings. 

Two good options for women who 
learn that they have dense breast tissue 
are sonograms and magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) tests. Sonograms use sound 
waves to produce a picture of the breast 
that is detailed enough to differentiate 
cancer masses. MRIs produce similarly de-
tailed images, but with the use of a mag-
netic field and radio waves. Both tests are 
performed without the use of ionizing 
radiation.

 “Although it can be confusing and even 
a little scary for a woman to be told that 
she has dense breast tissue, this does not 
mean that breast cancer is inevitable,” 
said Dr, Garner. “It just means that she 
may need to adhere to a different type of 
screening process.”

To schedule an appointment for a breast 
imaging test at NewYork-Presbyterian Brook-
lyn Methodist Hospital’s Women’s Diagnostic 
Center, call 718-780-5029 or go to the “Find a 
Doctor” tile.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a hot shower!
A Park Slope soup kitchen 

will provide bathing facilities 
to the homeless next year now 
that locals have voted to use 
tax dollars to pay for mobile 
showers, where those needing 
a good scrub can get washed 
up before they fill their bel-
lies — a win-win according 
to backers of the plan. 

“It will be really cool to be 
able to provide this to our soup 
kitchen guests and give them a 
little bit of dignity they might 
lack after walking around the 
city not having showered for 
awhile,” said Andi Hinnen-
kamp, who is the executive 
assistant for Chips, which 
came up with the idea for 
the showers. “It’s a huge re-
lief knowing we’ll get fund-
ing for it.” 

Residents living in Park 
Slope, Gowanus, Cobble Hill, 
Kensington, Windsor Terrace, 
and Carroll Gardens allotted 
roughly $60,000 through 
Councilman Brad Lander’s 
(D–Park Slope) participatory 
budgeting — which lets lo-
cals choose how to spend part 
of Lander’s budget — for the 
showers, the pol announced 
Monday. 

A 12-seat van will haul a 
trailer housing two stalls with 
showers and changing areas 
that will be parked outside 
of Chips on Fourth Avenue 
and Sackett Street during the 
day. People can wash off with 
free soap, shampoo, and tow-
els in 15-minute intervals be-
fore and after lunch, accord-
ing to Hinnenkamp.

It will be driven to the 
nearby St. Patrick Catholic 
Academy, which will store 
the showers overnight in its 
parking lot.

The trailer will contain a 
storage tank with 250 gallons 
of clean water and a cham-

It’s a clean machine!
Slope homeless shelter to get mobile showers

These new solar-powered mobile showers could be parked outside of Chips 
by next spring.
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that links back to the soup 
kitchen for disposal. Its light-
ing, pumps, and water heater 
are solar powered, and the 
rest of the power will come 
from hook-ups to Chips, said 
Hinnenkamp. 

About 150 to 200 peo-
ple frequent the kitchen for 
breakfast and lunch each day, 
but often find themselves with 
nowhere to bathe. 

“We get questions every-
day from people asking where 
they can go take a shower 
and get some clean clothes 
— there really aren’t that 
many options in New York 
for that kind of thing,” said 
the Chips leader. 

The closest free showers 
are at social services organi-
zation Turning Point in Sun-
set Park, but it doesn’t have 
the capacity to take every-
one, said Hinnenkamp. 

There are currently 270 
people living in shelters in 
Community Board 6 — which 
includes Park Slope, Gow-
anus, Carroll Gardens, and 
Cobble Hill — and 16,974 
homeless people across 
Brooklyn, according to De-
partment of Homeless Ser-

vices’ data.
And one Park Sloper cast 

her ballot for the showers be-
cause she wanted her fellow 
Kings Countians to have the 
chance to feel fresh and spar-
kling, too, she said. 

“One of the reasons I voted 
for this is it’s covering another 
human need, being able to 
walk around in dignity, feel-
ing like you’ve been able to 
take care of yourself properly. 
I like the aspect of that,” said 
Joanna Oltman Smith. 

Other winners on the par-
ticipatory budgeting ballot 
included hooking up water 
to Thomas Cuite Park, fund-
ing for more street trees, 
and school upgrades, but 
the showers came handily 
in first by receiving the most 
votes ever for a project in 
the district, according to 
Lander, who said the vic-
tory shows the size of lo-
cals’ hearts. 

“You can think about par-
ticipatory budgeting, some 
of the projects are about get-
ting something for your kids’ 
schools or own neighborhood 
park but there’s a self inter-
ested element to it,” he said. 
“This shows there’s also an 

element that brings out our 
most generous, democratic 
selves and compassion is a 
value that is at the core of 
our community.” 

The mobile showers will 
be New York City’s first, but 
the idea has already taken 
off on the west coast where 
one service has been oper-
ating on-the-go stations for 
more than three years, dur-
ing which 4,000 homeless 
people have hopped in. Its 
head honcho applauded the 
new Brooklyn showers and 
reported that there has been a 
huge demand for them. 

“We know the need is just 
tremendous,” said Doniece 
Sandoval, who is the head of 
 Lava Mae , which provides 
free showers in old buses out-
fitted with stalls to homeless 
Californians.  

“It’s a really critical service 
— you can imagine life on the 
street is hard enough. If you 
can’t keep up with your hy-
giene, you don’t feel like your-
self … being able to wash that 
away is really critical.” 

If all goes to plan, the 
showers will be open by next 
spring, according to Hinnen-
kamp. 

FIND YOUR WORLD ONLINE AT BROOKLYNPAPER.COM
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By Lauren Gill
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S
ee the gorgeous Gowanus! 

Amateur artists can learn to cap-
ture the fantastical, fetid sight of the 

Gowanus Canal on paper, at a free work-
shop on the banks of the noxious water-
way on May 20. “ Abstracting the Gow-
anus ” will help people to see the heavily 
polluted stretch in a new light, according 
to the artist leading the class. 

“My hope is that something that peo-
ple might not have not paid attention to, or 
discounted as an ugly body of water, will 

start to see the beauty in it and appreciate 
what’s really there,” said Rachael Wren, 
who became intrigued by the federal Su-
perfund site last year during a canoe trip, 
when the Brooklyn artist discovered that 
its shifting colors provided the ideal sub-
ject for abstract creations.

During her two-hour workshop, Wren 
will teach creators of all skill levels to en-
vision the canal on paper, using pencil, 
charcoal, and ink. Participants will start 
by jotting down a series of small drawings 
that evoke their impressions of the  gonor-
rhea-infested waterway , she said.

“The idea is to capture the feeling of what 
they’re seeing, not necessarily making it 
look like what they’re seeing,” said Wren. 
“When you’re working that quickly you by-
pass thought and judgment — really unex-
pected and beautiful things can happen.” 

The Lavender Lake is so nick-named for 
its less-than-natural coloring, but partici-

pants will create their masterpieces in black 
and white — a challenge to make them fo-
cus on the unusual ripples in Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory, said Wren.

“It forces you to look at the shapes and 
movements of things — that’s the reason why 
I’m doing it with black and white,” she said. 
“I think the black and white just lends itself 
to this exploratory type of drawing.”

Wren  said the class will also help students 
see the beauty in the world before them.

“Any time you spend time thinking, 
which is rare these days, really focusing 
on something, I think it makes you imag-
ine and see more,” she said. 

Day of knights 

They are Vikings for a day!
Raiders from the 11th Century will sail into 

Owl’s Head Park in Bay Ridge for the 17th Annual 
Viking Fest on May 20, when three different medi-
eval re-enactment groups will swing their swords, 
bash their shields, and pound some knowledge of 
Nordic history into the heads of watching young-
sters. The festival will welcome horned helmet en-
thusiasts from the groups Historic Arms, Medi-
eval Scenarios and Recreations, and the Brooklyn 
chapter of the Society For Creative Anachronism 
— each wowing the crowd with their medieval and 
Viking re-enactments. But have no fear — mem-
bers of the audience are unlikely to get skewered 
with swords, said the organizer of the festival.

“I hope not, but shish kabobs are a very pop-
ular dish in our neighborhood,” said Victoria 
Hofmo, president of the Scandinavian East 
Coast Museum. 

During the Festival, kids can run around the 
park searching for medieval treasures during a 
Viking Treasure Hunt from 10 am until noon, 
when the traditional musical performances start. 
On the stage this year will be Ellen Lindstrom 
of the Swedish Meatballs, the Donny Golden 
School of Irish Dance, Clann Eireann Pipers, 
and Young Dancers in Repertory.

The festival will also feature traditional Scan-
dinavian food, and a replica of a Viking ship 
and its crew, named the “Norseman.”

The event is such a big attraction that fam-
ilies of Norwegian descent flock to the park 
from across the country and from across the 
pond, said Hofmo.

“It’s been interesting to see how far it’s come, 
how much of a reach it has. It’s become a des-
tination that weekend,” she said. “And it’s now 
attracting people from Norway.”

Participants at the historical festival will teach 
youngsters about the Viking invaders who plun-
dered medieval villages, and the kids have a 
blast while learning, said Hofmo. 

“I hope people come down and have a good 
time,” she said. “I think it’s a fun event because it 
attracts all different ages and all different back-
grounds and I think it has the right amount of 
kitsch and education.”

Viking Fest at Owl’s Head Park (68th Street 
and Colonial Road in Bay Ridge, www.facebook.
com/Scandinavian-East-Coast-Museum). May 
20, 10 am–5 pm. Free. — Julianne Cuba

F E S T I VA L

Word’s pick: “The Book of Joan” 
by Lidia Yuknavitch

In an innovative and moving retelling of the 
story of Joan of Arc, Lidia Yuknavitch portrays 
a future in which the es-
sence of humanness is 
at stake. Forced to flee 
Earth, a portion of hu-
manity lives on a space 
station, where they are 
condemned to lives with-
out gender, sex, procre-
ation, or old age. Hope 
exists only in the leg-
end of Joan and rumors 
of rebellion and insur-
rection on the Earth’s surface far below. Yuk-
navitch beautifully examines the will and need 
to fight against tyranny and oppression even at 
the cost of one’s life.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Exercises 
In Style” by Raymond Queneau

A peevish young man is jostled on a pub-
lic bus, then receives unsolicited fashion ad-

vice from a friend. That’s 
the whole story. But Que-
neau tells it 179 differ-
ent ways: backwards, in 
sonnet form, in cockney 
slang, in zoological met-
aphor, and on. This is a 
book for any adult who 
grew up loving “The 
Phantom Tollbooth,” and 
perhaps for some preco-
cious kids too.

— Hannah Sheldon-
Dean, Greenlight Book-

store [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “Evening 
at the Talk House” by Wallace Shawn

You know Wallace Shawn — he was Vizzini 
in “The Princess Bride” and Rex in “Toy Story,” 
but Shawn is also a scath-
ing political playwright. 
His newest work, now 
available in print, fol-
lows a production com-
pany gathered together 
for the anniversary of 
their hit play. What have 
they done in the decade 
since? Drone strikes, as-
sassinations, and extra-
judicial murder around 
the world, to name a few. 
It’s as hilarious and chill-
ing as anything Shawn has done, and a hard slap 
to our bourgeois cultural scene.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey sing a song of themselves!

Members of the Brooklyn Youth 
Chorus will address issues close 

to their own lives in a new concert of 
original songs. The multi-media per-
formance “Silent Voices,” at BAM on 
May 12–13, will feature tunes that high-
light race, sexuality, and gender equal-
ity, created in a collaborative process 
between the teen singers and several 
composers and writers. The process 
gave the choristers a new connection 
and outlook on their art, said the founder 
of the Chorus. 

“They were highly influential in 
what was written for them, and it 
makes them artists on another level 
— it’s different than having someone 

choosing the music for you,” said Di-
anne Burken Menaker.

The young singers, all between the 
ages of 12 and 18, talked with music 
makers about the topics most impor-
tant to them. The resulting 90-min-
ute piece includes 13 songs by eight 
composers, all concerned with giving 
voice to those pushed aside by soci-
ety, and other issues that are keenly 
felt by the young singers.

“The sub-themes deal largely with 
race, gender, sex, immigration, and 
these are issues that feel very relevant 
to our own population and part of what 
surrounds their own lives as urban 
children,” said Burken Menaker. 

The writing process began more 
than a year ago, and although these 
topics may seem like a reaction to 
current political topics, it just shows 

that certain issues remain prevalent 
regardless of era, said Burken Me-
naker, who is also the group’s artis-
tic director. 

“It’s been many years in the con-
ception phase, but when we launched 
and started engaging with artists and 
composers a year ago at that point we 
envisioned a lot of the topics of to-
day,” she said. 

The songs not only reflect the is-
sues faced by young people daily, but 
which anyone in the borough can re-
late to, said Burken Menaker.

“They all live in the time and place 
of this environment, and for the Brook-
lyn Youth Chorus this is extraordi-
nary, because it is the founding value 
of the Chorus to represent our bor-
ough and be inclusive of our popu-
lation and the diversity of our mem-
bership,” she said. “This is a great 
opportunity to share a range of expe-
riences and an ongoing range of dis-
cussion. We’re very excited to pre-
miere this in Brooklyn — we hope it 
really resonates with people on mul-
tiple levels.”

“Silent Voices” at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. May 12–
13 at 7:30 pm. $20–$35.

Drawing Gowanus water colors in black and white

Social singing
Youth chorus creates songs 
about race and gender issues

Teen topics: The Brooklyn Youth Chorus, which includes singers 
ages 12–18, will perform songs about race, class, and other topics 
important to their lives.
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Putting it on paper: Artist Rachael Wren created an abstract “water grid” (inset) inspired by the colors of the Gowanus canal, and will lead the workshop “Abstracting the 
Gowanus” on the banks of the polluted waterway on May 20.
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Abstracting the Gowanus at Whole 
Foods Esplanade (214 Third St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, www.gowanus-
canalconservancy.org), May 20 at 2 pm. 
Free. Art supplies provided.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 12

Blast off
We are not entirely 
sure what happens in 
the new, um, theatri-
cal experience “Pluto 
(no longer a play),” 
the final installment in 
a series of planet-
themed productions 
from environmental 
company Superhero 
Clubhouse, but it 
involves a unicorn, a 
wizard, and the planet 
Pluto, so we are will-
ing to give it chance. 

8 pm at the Brick (575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union and 
Lorimer streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com). $20. 

SATURDAY
May 13

Mr. Right
The first-ever Mister 
Coney Island Pageant 
will see seven unusu-
ally talented gentle-
man, including cos-
tumer Machine Daz-
zle (pictured, center), 
boylesque star Evil 
Hate Monkey, and 
carnival barker Mr. 
Strange competing in 
talent, evening wear, 
and swimsuit compe-
titions. It’s gonna get 
weird!

10 pm at Sideshows by 
the Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. $15.

SUNDAY
May 14

I’m telling!
It’s Mother’s Day! Call 
your mom. And if you 
have a good story 
about her, come to 
“Mothers, Mementos, 
and Memories” and 
share it with a crowd. 
The free show-and-tell 
event invites you to 
bring an object —like 
a photo, piece of jew-
elry, or doily (pictured) 
— that reminds you of 
your mother and to tell 
a short story (less than 
five minutes) about it.

3–5 pm at Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195, www.the-
oldstonehouse.org]. Free.

TUESDAY
May 16

Soul 
survivor
Legendary soul 
singer and songwriter 
Don Bryant, who 
penned the classic “I 
Can’t Stand the 
Rain,” has gone out 
again on tour at age 
74. The seasoned 
singer will perform 
tunes from his brand 
new album “Don’t 
Give Up On Love,” 
backed by the Bo-
Keys. 

8 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babysallright.com]. $20.

THURSDAY
May 18

Rick rolling
Fans of the profane 
Adult Swim cartoon 
“Rick & Morty” should 
head to Williamsburg, 
where a giant truck in 
the shape of the mad 
scientist Rick will make 
two stops to sell plush 
dolls, t-shirts, and 
other — urrrrp! — 
exclusive merch from 
the show. Wubba 
lubba dub dub!  

1–3 pm at Vinnie’s Pizzeria 
(148 Bedford St. between 
N. Eighth and N. Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg) 
and 6–9 pm at Barcade 
(388 Union Ave. between 
Ainslie and Powers streets 
in Williamsburg, www.
adultswim.com/promos/
rickmobile). Free. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 12
ART, FREE FRIDAY AT THE BROOK-

LYN HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Browse 
the galleries and enjoy activities 
throughout the building! Free. 5–9 
pm. Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, “CHANCE AND CIRCUM-
STANCE” FESTIVAL: A selection of 
experimental theater, conceptual 
art practices, installation art, and 
contemporary music. $15 ($10 in 
advance). 7 pm and 9 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: Diane 
Wiest stars in Samuel Beckett’s 
absurdist drama about grace in the 
face of inevitable oblivion. $85. 7:30 
pm. Polonsky Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. between Fulton 
Street and Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

COMEDY, POSTMEN: A frenzied, 
physical sketch and improv show to 
Bushwick. $5. 7:30 pm. Cobra Club 
(6 Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson 
and Troutman streets in Bushwick), 
www.cobraclubbk.com. 

THEATER, “THEIR EYES WERE 
WATCHING GOD”: A theatrical 
reading of the Zora Neale Hurston’s 
classic tale, directed by Tony Award-
winner Ruben Santiago-Hudson. 
$40. 8 pm. The Billie Holiday Theatre 
[1368 Fulton St. between New York 
and Brooklyn avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636–6995], www.
thebillieholiday.org. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: The Gallery 
Players closes its 50th season with 
a powerful musical about American 
families in the early 20th century. 
$25 ($20 for students and seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.
galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “HAIR-ITAGE THE PLAY”: A 
play about the evolution of the black 
woman’s hair. $25. 8 pm. The Black 
Lady Theatre [750 Nostrand Ave. 
between Park and Sterling places 
in Crown Heights, (718) 771–0900], 
www.hairitagetheplay.com. 

SAT, MAY 13
TALK, FORAGED FLORAL ARRANG-

ING: Just in time for Mother’s Day, 
fl oral designer Todd Carrwalk leads 
shows participants how to forage 
fl owers and make them into an  ar-
rangement. Materials included. $90. 
10 am–1 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

TOUR, HAMILTON, THE TROLLEY 
TOUR: Visit the gravesites of those 
important to Founding Father Alex-
ander Hamilton, and learn about his 
role in the Battle of Brooklyn. $25. 
11 am. Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in Green-
wood Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, “OFF THE BEATEN PATH”: 
Chamber ensemble Quicksilver per-
forms music from the 17th century. 
$25 ($15 students and seniors). 7:30 
pm. Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene). 

MUSIC, SAN FERMIN: With open-
ing band Low Roar. $23 ($22.50 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, May 12. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” PIER 
ART SHOW: The Brooklyn Water-
front Arts Coalition presents its 
spring show, featuring the work of 
almost 300 artists. Free. 1–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [481 Van Brunt St., Door Seven, 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

THEATER, THE RIGHTS OF SPRING, 
THE SWARM OF BEES: A giant 
puppet audience participation 
event, in which a swarm of bees 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FEST: With Tyrese, 
Anthony Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With Migos, Tory 

Lanez, Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, Uncle 
Murda, and more. $65–$166. 
8 pm
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

He’s a little teapot: Rapper The Weeknd is not keeping it on 
the low-low! He’s playing two shows at Barclays Center next 
month, on June 6 and 7.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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DRY DOCK

THE BEST 
$12  UNDER

WINES

WE LOVE OUR 
CUSTOMERS

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

P
ut away the checkbook and pull 
out the calendar!

Brooklyn arts purveyor Bric 
this week revealed the long-awaited 
lineup of its mostly pro bono summer 
concert series Celebrate Brooklyn!, 
which this year includes 25 free music, 
multi-media, and dance performances 
at the Prospect Park Bandshell.

The event will feature class acts 
from the world over, and everybody 
is invited, according to the man who 

put it all together.
“Musicians, dancers and poets from 

all over the globe with different opin-
ions, persuasions, orientations and re-
ligions will take the  BRIC Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival  stage at the Pros-

pect Park Bandshell to compel, in-
trigue, entertain and uplift us,” said 
Jack Walsh, the festival’s executive 
producer. “We invite everyone to join 

us for ten weeks of beautiful Brook-
lyn evenings under the stars — listen-
ing, watching, and enjoying the po-

Free parking
Head to Prospect Park for 
these great summer shows

Hallo spaceboys!: The out-of-this-world banjo band Bela Fleck 
and the Flecktones is among the 20 free musical acts coming to 
the Brick Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival this summer.

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ve got micro-brews 
and full-size chews!

Coney Island Brew-
ing will host a  five-course 
meal and beer pairing  on 
May 18, showcasing its ex-
perimental brews and classic 
Coney Island foods. Creat-
ing a beer pairing meal had 
been a long-time dream for 
the tiny tap room, said its 
head brewer, but it only be-
came a reality after chef Kate 
O’Donnell became a regular 
at the brewery. 

“The stars kind of aligned 
when Katie started coming 
here — she’s an awesome per-
son, she’s an awesome chef, 
she’s local — it happened 
to line up just perfect,” said 
Eric Hernandez, who lives in 
Gowanus.

O’Donnell, the former 
chef at a seafood restau-
rant in Manhattan, recently 
moved to Coney Island, and 
began chatting with the brew-
ers after freezing swims on 

the beach.
“I just moved in September 

out to the beach. I joined the 
polar bear club, and I would 
go to the brewery afterwards 
— it just seemed like the right 
thing to do,” she said.

O’Donnell began experi-
menting with dishes that could 
be served in the cramped 
brewery, which does not have 
a full kitchen. But using her 
catering experience, she found 
some foods that would pair 
perfectly with the People’s 
Playground brews.

The $60 meal will feature 
many nods to classic Coney 
Island food, starting with pigs 
in a blanket, an homage to 
the iconic Nathan’s hot dog, 

and a course of clam chow-
der and fried clam strips, in 
honor of the many clam bars 
lining the Boardwalk. Several 
of the dishes incorporate Co-
ney Island brews, including 
a marinated beef jerky and 
beer-braised pork ribs, and 
each course will come paired 
with one or two beers designed 
to complement — or contrast 
with — the food. 

The clam course, for exam-
ple, will feature the brewery’s 
new Clam Stout — a variation 
on the more common oyster 
stout, while the dessert dish 
comes with a Double Oak 
Bourbon Barrel Aged Ap-
ple Wheat. Hernanadez will 
guide diners through each of 
the eight brews, explaining 
their origin and how the beer 
can enhance the dish.

“I’m going to be catering 
the information through the 
pairings, so people have an 
idea how the beer interacts 
with food, and how the malt 
and the hops interact with 
food,” he said.

The inaugural dinner may 

lead to more, larger meals in 
the future, said the brewery’s 
“Freak Chief.”

“This is our proof of con-
cept. We hope we can do a 
brunch down the road, and 
we’re exploring what else we 
can do,” said Devin O’Brien, 
who will lead tours of the 
brewery before the meal 
begins. 

Supper and suds!
Coney brewery matches booze to food

See MUSIC  on page 10

Celebrate Brooklyn! at the 
Prospect Park Bandshell [141 
Prospect Park West between 10th 
and 11th streets in Prospect Park, 
www.bricartsmedia.org].

M U S I C

Beer Dinner at Coney Is-
land Brewing [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 996–
0019, www.coneyisland-
beer.com/brewery]. May 
18 at 5:15 pm and 7:30 
pm. $60.

D I N I N G

Tanks for the grub!: The five-course beer and food 
pairing at Coney Island Brewing on May 20 will also 
feature a tour of the brewing tanks.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
EVENTS  AND PARTIES

CAFE BIBA

101 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-887-8171

Hours: Open 7 Days, 8am–8pm

BIBA OF WILLIAMSBURG

110 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-7455

Hours: Tues–Sun, 4pm–9pm

tent culture that our world 
has to offer.”

The fine culture–focused 
organization invites Kings 
County music lovers to lay 
blankets across the sprawling 
lawn surrounding the band-
shell off Prospect Park West, 
and join its 39th summer con-
cert series with a kick-off per-
formance from the  Brooklyn-
based pop-jazz quartet Lake 
Street Dive  on June 7.

Another 20 world-class 
musical acts will follow, 
including a fusion of brass 
and hip-hop from the Soul 
Rebels featuring Brooklyn’s 
own Talib Kweli on June 24, 
a Rasta revival courtesy of 
Kingston’s Chronixx on July 
8, and a celebration of all 
things newgrass from Bela 
Fleck and the Flecktones, 
with opener Nellie McKay, 
on August 3.

Dance lovers should keep 
an eye out for performances 
from Jamaican-born boogie 
man Garth Fagan on June 
30, and the whimsical phys-
icality of Pilobolus dance 

troupe on July 6.
The summer will also fea-

ture three multi-media perfor-
mances combining film and 
music, including a screening 
of the 1925 silent film “Ma-
ciste All’inferno” accompa-
nied by a live musical perfor-
mance from Sex Mob — plus 
an opening set from every-
one’s favorite anti-consumer-
ist ensemble Reverend Billy 
and the Stop Shopping Choir 
— on July 27; a showing of 
2015 boxing flick “Creed” 
with a live score by Wordless 
Music Orchestra on Aug. 4; 
and a screening of the 2014 
civil rights history “Selma” 
with live music courtesy of Ja-
son Moran leading Wordless 
Music Orchestra and Brook-
lyn United Marching Band 
on Aug. 10.

If you’ve got some cash 
burning a hole in your wal-
let, indie rocker Sufjan Ste-
vens will tear it up with Nico 
Muhly, Bryce, Dessner and 
James McAlister on July 18 
for $50, and you can also 
check out a number of other 
paid acts including perfor-
mances from Conor Oberst 
on July 20, Sylvan Esso on 
July 26, or Fleet Foxes on 
Aug. 2.

MUSIC...
Continued from page 9

seeks a better life in Brook-
lyn. With the Gotham Easy 
Brass Band. Free. 1 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

FUND-RAISER, JAMS FOR 
CLAMS: A Red Hook ware-
house party to benefi t 
Planned Parenthood, with 
music from the Saylavees 
and 79.5, drinks, DJ sets, 
and visual art. $25–$100. 
5:30–11 pm. Hot Wood Arts 
(481 Van Brunt St. between 
Reed Street and the water 
in Red Hook), www.hotwoo-
darts.com. 

MUSIC, CHAKA KHAN: The 
Queen of Funk closes 
Brooklyn Center’s season 
with an unforgettable con-
cert. $45–$85 ($250 gala 
tickets). 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org. 

MUSIC, THE OMNI ENSEM-
BLE: The classical group 
conclude its 34th season 
with a recital. $15 ($10 se-
niors and students). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. 

between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns plaes in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: A 
comedy show about online 
dating, with Lane Moore, 
Hari Kondabolu, and Matt 
Bellassai. $15. 8:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, MAY 14
MARKET, DOWN TO EARTH 

FARMER’S MARKET: The 
annual farmer’s market 
returns! Browse the wares 
of local vendors, including 
seasonal fruits and veggies, 
speciality foods, prepared 
foods, beverages, eggs, 
honey, milk, baked goods, 
and more. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, RAYSA CREMONA, 
ZAK MESSICK: Two solo 
musicians perform at the 
“Rite of Spring” art show on 
display in Red Hook. Free. 
2 pm and 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[481 Van Brunt St., Door 
Seven, near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 3 pm. 
See Friday, May 12. 

MUSIC, “CHANCE AND CIR-
CUMSTANCE” FESTIVAL: 
7 pm and 9 pm. See Friday, 
May 12. 

MUSIC, THE JESUS AND 
MARY CHAIN: $45 ($40 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, JOAN AS POLICE 
WOMAN: With Anni Rossi 
and Ora Cogan. $16 ($14 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” 
PIER ART SHOW: 1–6 pm. 
See Saturday, May 13. 

READING, MOTHER’S DAY 
POETRY READING: Brook-
lyn-born Aja Monet reads 
from her new collection, 
“My Mother Is a Freedom 
Fighter.” $16 suggested 
donation. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

MON, MAY 15
TALK, LYNN NOTTAGE: 

Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams celebrates two-
time Pulitzer Prize-Winning 
Brooklyn playwright Lynn 
Nottage. Free, RSVP re-
quired. 6 pm. The Billie 
Holiday Theatre [1368 Ful-
ton St. between New York 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6995], www.thebillie-
holiday.org. 

MUSIC, CLUTCH: With open-
ing bands Lucero and The 
Sword. $40 ($35 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, MAY 16
FREE BIKE HELMETS: A free 

fi tting and giveaway of bike 
helmets, while supplies last. 
Free. 3–6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, ANDREA PE-
TERSEN: The author reads 
from “On Edge: A Journey 
Through Anxiety,” a crash 
course on the ins and outs 
of the anxious. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, “NAUGHTY 
DAUGHTYR”: Performance 
artist Bailey Nolan and her 
raucous team perform a 
story set hundreds of years 
in the future and fi lled with 
pop remixes and poetic 
monologues. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

DANCE, FLAMENCO VIVO 
CARLOTA SANTANA: The 
American company special-
izing in Spanish dance pres-
ents the world premieres 
of three new dance works. 
$25–$250. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, PERFUME GENIUS: 
With opening band ser-
pentwithfeet. $26 ($23 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, LES BONHOMMES: 
With Jessica Moss and 
John Bohannon. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

WED, MAY 17
FAMILY, “CINDERELLA 

SAMBA”: A puppet version 
of “Cinderella” set in Brazil. 
Free. 10:30 am to 11:30 am. 
Red Hook Recreation Cen-
ter (155 Bay St/ and Court 
St. in Red Hook), www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org. 

TALK, “GOWANUS’ TRIPLE 
BYPASS”: Experts discuss 
changes in Gowanus in arts, 
environmental remediation, 
and real estate specula-
tion. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, MELODIE 
WINAWER: The author of 
“The Scribe of Siena” reads 

from her novel about a time-
traveling neurosurgeon in 
medieval Italy. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

FUND-RAISER, “WAG THE 
DOG!”: A night of movies, 
snacks, and mingling to 
support the Brooklyn Book 
Festival. Featuring the clas-
sic political satire starring by 
Robert De Niro and Dustin 
Hoffman. Starting at $100. 
7 pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

MUSIC, MYSTIC BRAVES: 
With The Creation Factory. 
$14 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

THURS, MAY 18
MUSIC, THE NEW UP: The 

haunting indie-rock duo 
plays tunes from its new 
album “Tiny Mirrors.” With 
opening act Romantic Com-
edy. $10 ($8 in advance). 
8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

ART, “LAND/FORM” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An 
exhibit of landscape im-
ages from fi ve artists, 
using photography, found 
objects, videography, and 
more. Free. 6–8 pm. (163 
Plymouth St. between Jay 
and Pearl streets in Dumbo), 
www.fi tnyc.edu. 

TREADING, ROB BELL: The 
author tackles a well-known 
but little-understood book 
in the world in his new proj-
ect, “What is the Bible?” 
$35 (includes a copy of the 
book). 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, “WHAT’S YOUR 

DAMAGE?”: Comics 
ruminate on the middle 
school humiliations, dat-
ing embarrassments, and 
family drama. Hosted by 
Sachi Ezura and Halle Kiefer. 
Free. 8 pm. The Grand (647 
Grand St. between Leonard 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue in Williamsburg), www.
thegrandbarandgrill.com. 

MUSIC, BASH & POP: With 
Bird Of Youth. $19 ($16 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FUND-RAISER, ALIVE WITH 
ART AFTER-PARTY: This 
fund-raiser for the Brooklyn 
Arts Council will feature live 
paintings, a performance 
from gender-fl uid artist 
Sandfl ower, a silent auction, 
and more. $30. 9:30–11:30 
pm. The William Vale (111 N. 
12th St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg), alivewithart.
eventbrite.com. 

FRI, MAY 19
FAB FRIDAY KIDS CON-

CERTS: Kids band Hopa-
long Andrew Trio leads 
sing-alongs and mini music 
lessons. Free. 10 am and 
noon. Putnam Triangle (Ful-
ton St. and Grand Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.fabful-
ton.org. 

BIKE HOME FROM WORK 
PARTY: Transportation Al-
ternatives and Citibike host 
a beer garden with food 
trucks, a DJ, and cycling ac-
cessories. Free. 6–10 pm. 
Pearl Street Triangle [Water 
Street between Pearl Street 
and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (212) 629–8080]. 

MUSIC, RABASI JOSS WITH 
SOUL INSCRIBED: Part of 
BAM’s free performance 
series featuring rock, jazz, 
R&B, world, pop, and more. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

SAT, MAY 20
FUND-RAISER, BIKE THE 

BRANCHES: Explore 
Brooklyn Library branches 
throughout the borough, 
and check off a passport 
at each spot. Followed 
by a party at the Central 
Branch with live music, a 
beer garden, activities, 
and food vendors. $20 ($10 
kids). Party 3–7 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, LAURA MARLING: 
With opener Valley Queen. 
$30 ($25 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Go down to get Up: Haunting rock and electronic 
duo the New Up, at Park Slope’s Union Hall on May 
18, will be the first band to play the venue since it 
caught fire last month. The ground floor is still under 
construction, so go through the garden gate to catch 
this excellent act in the basement.
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The couple lived in Red 
Hook, and each time they 
wanted a bottle of wine, they 
had to trek to another neigh-
borhood to buy it.

They did this for six years 
before deciding something had 
to change. They become the in-
novators, and opened up their 
own liquor store in the neigh-
borhood, going above and be-
yond the bulletproof store that 
serviced all of Red Hook.

Ron Kyle and Mary Dudine 
Kyle have been operating Dry 
Dock Wine & Spirits since Feb-
ruary 2010. They wanted to 
make a trip to the liquor store a 
more interesting and enjoyable 
experience, and that’s what 
they have accomplished.  

It was no easy feat to build 
the business — and then Hur-
ricane Sandy hit, destroying it. 
They were forced to relocate for 
a while, but they re-built, and 
today they continue to provide 
a shop that offers some fun to 
their Red Hook neighbors. 

They are noted for support-
ing the local craft distilling in-
dustry, featuring spirits made 
in Brooklyn and the New York 
City area, and have created 
their own malted rye whiskey 
in conjunction with Brooklyn’s 
Van Brunt Stillhouse.

In addition, the shop carries 
an eclectic collection of wines 
from all over the world. 

“Customers come in to de-
velop their palates,” Ron says. 
Tastings are offered each week-
end, and there’s always some-
thing new to sample, with a fo-
cus on small producers. 

It’s all very informal. 
“We have never been high-

falutin,” says Mary. “We don’t 
call ourselves connoisseurs. A 
great bottle of wine can cost $10 
or less. We have them.”

Their connections to a wine-

maker in Provence led them 
to create their own rose, Dry 
Dock Rooftop Rose, which sells 
for $15 per bottle. Ron is excited 
because, “They had a very good 
year in Provence,” he says. The 
wine is a classic rose, with a 
dry, crisp flavor. Several local 
restaurants — such as Brook-
lyn Crab, Red Hook Lobster 
Pound, and Home/Made — like 
the wine so much, they offer it 
to customers at their establish-
ments. 

The wine label — and the la-
bel on the private whiskey they 
offer — pays homage to the Red 
Hook waterfronts with its ur-
ban graphic. 

“It’s a graphic that’s based 
on what we see from our roof-
tops,” says Mary. “It’s a stretch 
of Red Hook overlooking the 
Gowanus Canal.”

She laughs when she says, 
“We all don’t have yards or 
fancy outdoor decks here — we 
have rooftops. We take a bottle 
of wine, sit on our rooftops, 
make a toast, and enjoy life.”

The small staff of employees 
offers great service to all who 
shop there. 

“The response from neigh-

bors and customers across the 
city has been, well, overwhelm-
ingly positive and very reward-
ing,” says Ron. It happens to 
be the place where bartenders 
shop to check out what’s new 
and happening, he says. 

The Red Hook neighbor-
hood has certainly changed 
over the years, so much so, 
that the Kyles are launching 
a new business in the area — 
Dry Dock Works. Among the 
items this home furnishings 
brand will offer include mod-
ern LED bulbs with traditional 
Edison styling. The bulbs were 
recently featured at the Na-
tional Home Builder’s Show, 
where many new products are 
launched. Ron anticipates that 
the online sales will open to the 
trade in May.  

Something to toast with a 
bottle of Dry Dock, for sure.

Dry Dock Wine and Spir-
its [424 Van Brunt St. at Van 
Brunt and Van Dyke streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 852–3625, 
http://www.drydockny.com/]. 
Open Mondays through Thurs-
days, noon–9 pm; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 10 am–10 pm, Sun-
days, noon–8 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Toast to great wine at Dry Dock

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!
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10 11 12 13 14 15SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

lb.lb.

¢¢39        39        Seedless
Watermelons
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Royal Gala Apples
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Roasted Almonds

K

Dill Pickles
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lb.lb.
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an  op-ed for Kuntzman’s be-
loved New York Daily News  
supporting Carroll’s bill.

“And the kid’s first draft 
was great,” Kuntzman said. 
“Clearly, I will be working 
for him some day.”

If the 52-year-old Kuntz-
man is not dead, of course.

In other Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio news, Kuntzman 
touted his takedown of Work-
ing Mother magazine’s annual 
“50 Most Powerful Moms” 
list, which the Daily News col-
umnist called “ retrograde .”

And DiMiceli celebrated 
the great time he had watch-
ing the Mets win in the bot-
tom of the ninth on Monday 
night, one day after Kuntzman 

had traveled to the same dis-
tant Queens stadium to watch 
his beloved Metsies get shut 
out and manage only one hit 
the entire day.

“And that proves that when 
Vince DiMiceli goes to a 
game, everyone has a great 
time, but when Gersh Kuntz-
man goes to a game, it’s just 
crap,” DiMiceli said.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Thursday at 4:45 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, on BrooklynPaper.
com,  iTunes ,  Mixlr , and on 
 Stitcher . And, beginning 
next week, we’ll be moving 
to Shoutcast!

By Moses Jefferson
for Brooklyn Paper

He doesn’t like Nik.
In a barn-burning moment 

on Tuesday’s Brooklyn Paper 
Radio, Assemblyman Robert 
Carroll slammed his legisla-
tive colleague and Republi-
can mayoral candidate Nicole 
Malliotakis.

“I’ll bet she’ll be under 25 
percent of the vote in the elec-
tion,” Carroll said.

When pressed by Brook-
lyn Paper Radio host Gersh 
Kuntzman whether Malliota-
kis is “an empty suit,” Car-
roll just laughed.

“Let’s just say she’s under-
whelming,” he said.

DiMiceli mentioned that 
Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) 
would soon be grilled by 
the Brooklyn Paper’s edito-
rial board, a body that still in-
cludes the ultimate grillmas-
ter, Kuntzman.

“Gersh should ask her why 
she is so obsessed with undoc-
umented immigrants when it 
seems like her father is an 
undocumented immigrant!” 
Carroll said. “I had a grandfa-
ther who was undocumented 
and I knew that. So if it’s her 

main campaign platform to 
go after and vilify undocu-
mented immigrants, which is 
outrageous, she should answer 
the question.”

Carroll (D–Park Slope) 
was apparently referring 
to a recent Crain’s story in 
which Malliotakis, who op-
poses some immigration and 
would end “sanctuary cities,” 
 could not decisively state that 
her father, a Greek immigrant, 
entered the United States le-
gally .

On the larger issue, Car-
roll’s moral high ground 
was clear: Despite what Ni-
cole Malliotakis believes, we 
do not have a problem with 
illegal immigration in New 
York City.

“We do not have a prob-
lem,” Carroll said. “If you 
want New York City to func-
tion the way it has always 
functioned [we need] undocu-
mented workers. These people 
come here for a better life and 
to work hard and (she) wants 
to fill their lives with fear and 
push them into the shadows. 
Immigrants have always made 
our city vibrant.”

Carroll says Malliotakis has 
no shot at becoming mayor

Continued from page 1

RADIO...

Throwing shade

When you think about 
Native Ameri-
cans and fashion, 

your first thought might be 
“Beads.” (Well, at least mine 
was). Wait, no. Feathers! No 
— buckskin with fringe. 
What’s more Native Ameri-
can than buckskin pants worn 
by some high-cheeked hunter 
about to shoot a deer? 

Well how about a Louis 
Vuitton arrow quiver?

That is just one of the beau-
tiful and unsettling items on 
display Native Fashion Now, 
an exhibit at the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian 
in Downtown Manhattan, just 
opposite the Bowling Green 
subway stop. Admission, by 
the way, is free — the mu-
seum is part of the Smithso-
nian Institute.

Step into the exhibit and 
you are surrounded by the kind 
of beauty and boundary-push-
ing you’d expect at a fashion 
show, not a powwow — and 
that’s the idea. While most 
non-indigenous Americans 
may think of Native fashion 
as whatever the “bad guys” 
wore in old westerns, Native 
Americans themselves have 
been designing chic clothing 

since at least the 1950s.
That was when  Lloyd 

“Kiva” New  burst onto the 
scene. Trained at the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago, the Cherokee 
designer opened a boutique in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, that was 
so popular, you could buy his 
dresses in New York and Bev-
erly Hills. Neiman Marcus car-
ried his clothes. He hobnobbed 
with the Kennedys. When New 
came out with a line of leather 
handbags inspired by Navajo 
medicine pouches, they were 
the  Birkin Bags  of their day: 
Everyone wanted one.

His genius was to straddle 
both cultures. He used beads, 
yes, and Native symbols and 
colors, but the dresses of his 
on display at the show were 
classic ’50s and ’60s silhou-
ettes. Think of the first cock-
tail dresses Barbie wore. She’d 

Native American fashions 
that go way beyond beads

look great in New’s.  
Frankie Welch, New’s 

friend and sometime collab-
orator also of Cherokee ex-
traction, incorporated Native 
designs and even basketry pat-
terns into her work, too. From 
the ’60s through the ’80s, her 
styles were so popular, she de-
signed clothes for five first la-
dies and seven Presidents. Her 
most celebrated creation was 
the Cherokee Alphabet scarf, 
an accessory she designed in 
1966 when Virginia Rusk, 
the secretary of state’s wife, 
asked her to come up with an 
“all-American design.”  What 
could be more all-American 
than Cherokee?

While Welch continued de-
signing, New pivoted in the 
early ’60s and opened the Insti-
tute of American Indian Arts 
in Santa Fe, which to this day 
serves as an incubator for Na-
tive American fashion. Karen 
Kramer, curator of the Native 
Fashion Now exhibit, goes to 
the annual Indian Market there, 
which has grown to a gath-
ering of 1,000 artists. While 
the market had always held a 
“traditional clothing” contest, 
Kramer said, “I started notic-
ing more and more contempo-
rary Native fashion making its 
way on to the scene.” 

That was the inspiration for 
this show, which debuted at 
the Peabody Essex Museum in 
Salem, Massachusetts, where 
Kramer works. “There are a 
lot of things in this show that 
might not look quote-unquote 
‘Native American,’ ” she said. 
“But why is that? Everything in 
the show is Native American, 
so it should look native whether 
there are symbols and patterns 
you recognize or not.”

Most of the clothes are sim-
ply, strikingly gorgeous.

For instance, there’s an Os-
cars-worthy gown of orange 
and black swirls accompa-
nied by a spiky headdress 
made of, as  it turns out, por-
cupine quills. The ensemble 
is worn with a short cape of 
shiny black feathers as sexy as 
it is stunning, fastened with a 
sparkly beaded choker. 

Then there’s the “Old Time 
Floral Elk Tooth” dress by 
Bethany Yellowtail, of Ap-
saalooke (Crow) and North-
ern Cheyenne heritage. A sheer 
black sheath covers a tight 
ivory-colored mini-dress. The 
sheath is decorated with elks’ 
teeth, which Kramer says were 
the epitome of wealth and style 
among the Apsaalooke peo-
ple (also known as the Crow). 
That’s because only two teeth 
per elk are ivory, and consid-
ered suitable for adornment. 
On the dress, they form an out-
line that is sleek and slightly 
scary.

But not all the items on dis-
play are meant for the red car-
pet. In a section of the exhibit 
titled “Activators,” Kramer 
highlights designer who area 
also activists. “Native Amer-
icans Discovered Columbus,” 
says a T-shirt that manages to 
flip history on its head. Jared 
Yazzie, of Dine (a.k.a. Navajo) 
heritage designed that shirt to 
protest Columbus Day. 

“I’m rockin’ the tee today 
because I am the 500-year re-
sistance,” he wrote on his so-
cial media account. “I have 
been persecuted, stereotyped, 
hated, and killed. I stand strong 
with my people. I wear the tee 
to continue the fight and share 
the truth.” 

As with all the clothes 
in Native Fashion Now, the 
shirt is a startling reminder 
of the fact that, like America 
itself, American style has been 
around for thousands of years, 
and it just keeps evolving.

Lenore Skenazy is a 
founder of Free-Range 
Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The Department of Edu-
cation is investigating a Park 
Slope principal’s “communist 
activity” in a brazen attempt to 
silence her complaints alleg-
ing racist city policies that pro-
mote segregation in Brooklyn 
schools, according to a law-
suit brought against the city 
by Park Slope Collegiate Prin-
cipal Jill Bloomberg.

Accusations of leftist-lean-

ings may sound out of place in 
the new millennium, but the 
city’s McCarthy-era slurs are 
effective tools for destroying 
reputations and silencing ac-
tivists, Bloomberg said.

“Anti-racist activists have 
historically been character-
ized as communists in an at-
tempt to discredit them, and 
that’s what we consider to be 
chilling,” said Bloomberg, 
who has served as principal 
at Park Slope Collegiate since 

Red scare
Principal under investigation 
for communist activity

2004. “Without investigating 
anything specific, just these 
vague unconstitutional claims, 
is what leads people to fear 
about their politics and what 
they believe in.”

Bloomberg says she’s no 
commie, but proudly admits to 
a long history of antagonizing 
school officials over perceived 
discriminatory policies that 
give students attending pre-
dominately white schools ad-
vantages over the overwhelm-
ingly black and Latino students 
at Park Slope Collegiate. 

The school leader became 
an active critic of the city’s ed-
ucation department in 2010, 
when it announced Millen-
nium High School would 
join Park Slope Collegiate and 
other schools at the John Jay 
Education Campus on Seventh 

Avenue, which in her mind, 
was an attempt by the city to 
reject integrating the children 
of wealthy Park Slope families 
with existing schools.

“It felt like here was a fan-
tastic opportunity to create an 
integrated school and, rather 
than try to do that, rather 
than address whatever barri-
ers they think there might be, 
DOE said we need a separate 
school for students living in the 
zip,” Bloomberg said.

Since then, Bloomberg has 
led parents in chants harangu-
ing department officials, pro-
tested security cameras and 
metal detectors at schools, 
organized anti-segregation 
panels, and gathered par-
ents and students for dem-
onstrations following police 
violence against blacks and 

Latinos, and, while she has 
been admonished by school 
officials, she hasn’t faced dis-
ciplinary action. 

But that changed after 
Bloomberg discovered that 
the 1,261 students at Millen-
nium had nearly twice as many 
sports teams as the 1,859 other 
students attending schools at 
the John Jay campus, and the 
fire-brand principal fired off 
complaints to officials accus-
ing the city of violating the 
Civil Rights Act. 

Within two weeks, she says, 
investigators were interrogat-
ing her colleagues about her 
political activities, and, if the 
timing weren’t enough to make 
her suspicious that the inves-
tigation was linked to her ac-
cusations of racism, then the 
absurdity of the city’s allega-

tions was.
“It’s so vague and ridicu-

lous, what else could it pos-
sibly be about?” Bloomberg 
asked.

A legal memorandum com-
piled by city lawyers states the 
Department of Education in-
vestigation was launched in re-
sponse to complaints from an 
anonymous source, who said 
Bloomberg’s husband filmed 
a documentary on behalf of 
the  Len Ragozin Foundation  
— which is affiliated with 
the Marxist Progressive La-
bor Party — that was screened 
at the school for $20 a seat.

But her advocacy has noth-
ing to do with the city’s inves-
tigation into her communist 
dealings, according to De-
partment of Education spokes-
woman Toya Holness.

Park Slope Collegiate Principal Jill Bloomberg says 
the Department of Education is investigating her 
“communist activity” in an attempt to silence her 
allegations of racist city policies promoting segre-
gation in Brooklyn schools.
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Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
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Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.
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NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
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Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.
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BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
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Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

By Zach Gewelb
Brooklyn Paper

Joe DiMaggio spent 13 
years making baseball his-
tory from center field in the 
Bronx and earning plaudits 
as an American hero.

He left behind quite a leg-
acy when he died of lung can-
cer at 84 in 1999, and that 
legacy is brought back to life 
with “Dinner with DiMag-
gio,” written by Dr. Rock 
Positano, the foot doctor 
and close friend of the Yan-
kee Clipper during DiMag-
gio’s later years.

The book, released by Si-
mon & Schuster last week, 
comes 18 years after DiMag-
gio’s death, and the timing of 
the release is not a mistake.

“I think the most impor-
tant thing is that this memoir 
has the unique opportunity to 
introduce a whole new group 
of people to Joe DiMaggio,” 
Positano, who grew up in Ben-
sonhurst and graduated from 
Xaverian High School in Bay 
Ridge, said. “You have a lot of 
kids and millennials who don’t 
really know who Joe DiMag-
gio was. So I wanted to rein-
troduce to this new genera-
tion of people who might not 
know about him.”

A notoriously private man, 
DiMaggio let Positano into his 
circle of trust, and the author 
offers incredible, rare insight 
into Joltin’ Joe’s life through 
stories heard over dinner and 
at other places the two trav-
eled, including Yankee Sta-
dium.

Positano, who was 42 years 
younger than DiMaggio, first 
met the legendary outfielder 
in 1990, when an old baseball 
injury brought the unlikely 
pair together. A mutual friend 
recommended Positano, then 
an up-and-coming foot doc-
tor at the Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery in Manhattan, to 
DiMaggio and the two made a 
connection that would last the 
remainder of his years, giving 
Positano a chance to get inside 
the mind of a living legend, 
who he says was more than 
just a baseball player.

Yankee legend’s legacy lives 
on in ‘Dinner with DiMaggio’

was. DiMaggio had an an-
swer for everything, he says, 
set a high standard on how 
to act both privately and so-
cially, and always made sure 
he looked the part when out in 
public — and made sure ev-
eryone he was involved with 
did the same.

He tells the tale of how 
DiMaggio made him leave 
a dinner date with the slug-
ger’s granddaughters — com-
ing up with an intricate plot to 
have Positano’s beeper go off 
— because the doctor showed 
up without a tie.

“Didn’t anyone ever teach 
you about how to dress in the 
company of ladies?” DiMag-
gio asked Positano, giving the 
doctor a chance to leave the 
scene only to return later 
wearing a tie. “Women — es-
pecially my granddaughters 
— deserve more respect.”

The nine-time World Se-
ries champ always believed 
in treating women with re-
spect, Positano posited, and 
also valued having positive 
relationships with children. 
Joe D. would always go out 
of his way to make children 
happy, whether it was signing 
a baseball or making a sur-
prise appearance at a birth-
day party. 

DiMaggio loved children 
because they “will never hurt 
you or betray you — only 
grown-ups will do that,” Pos-
itano writes. 

The memoir also dives into 
DiMaggio’s love life and mar-
riages to Dorothy Arnold and 
Marilyn Monroe. But the main 
focus of the book centers on 
the doctor’s personal experi-
ences with DiMaggio.

“What makes this book a 
little different is that it’s not 
a book about baseball. It’s 
more about human relation-
ships, about life, about liv-
ing,” Positano said. “What we 
wanted to be able to do was 
show that he was an iconic 
American who people didn’t 
really have access to and show 
how he was just an everyday 
person who liked everyday 
things.”

“The man was able to un-
derstand so many other things 
besides sports. He understood 
business, movie-making, the 
arts, pretty much everything,” 
said Positano. “He was sharp 
as a knife and it was very rare 

that he missed anything; he 
was that perceptive and in-
tuitive.”

The stories Positano, who 
wrote the memoir with his 
brother John, illustrates just 
how sharp the Hall of Famer 

Author of “Dinner with DiMaggio,” Dr. Rock Posi-
tano, left, with Yankee legend Joe DiMaggio.
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Bus and train or friends and family? Half the people who work here at Industry City  
live nearby, and they’re looking for neighbors. Industry City boasts three times more 
jobs than in 2013. Your prospects for work / life balance just went up. Industry City:  
Develop your story here.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development services,  
and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

“I was thinking about my son 

going to pre-school and was 

trying to figure out where the 

next freelance job was coming 

from. Right at that time, I got 

the call from Industry City’s 

Innovation Lab: I got the job.

DARRYLE HAWES

Bed-Stuy Resident 

Machine Expert, Modo


