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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The “Times” it is a-changin’! 
Local transit gurus endorsed the 

Department of Transportation’s 
plan to improve traffic flow and 
pedestrian safety at the intersec-
tion surrounding the triangular 
Times Plaza, where Fourth, Flat-
bush, and Atlantic avenues meet, 
in a unanimous vote at a Commu-
nity Board 2 Transportation Com-
mittee meeting on May 18.

The group’s endorsement came 
with numerous suggestions for fur-
ther safety improvements, but the 
committee’s chairwoman none-
theless commended the agency’s 
proposal.

“I think we all — other commu-
nity boards and DOT, along with 
the public — worked together to 
achieve a good compromise,” said 
Juliet Cullen-Cheung. 

The city, working in partner-
ship with Barclays Center devel-
oper Forest City Ratner, which is 
contractually obligated to fund the 
project, first proposed a redesign 
of Times Plaza last year that was 
panned by a coalition of elected 
officials including council mem-
bers Brad Lander, Laurie Cumbo, 
and Steve Levin, who called out 
the transit department for plac-
ing vanity before safety.

“How could you plan a plaza 
here before you make it safe?” 
Streetsblog quoted Lander say-
ing at a press conference last year. 
“The intersection has to be safe 
before the plaza is made lovely. 
Lovely is good, safety is essen-
tial, so let’s start there.”

The streets surrounding Times 
Plaza —  which safety-concious 
locals have suggested transform-
ing into a roundabout  — were the 
site of 367 injuries between 2010-
2014, and the intersection ranks 
among the deadliest in Brook-
lyn, according to Department of 
Transportation statistics on traf-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Put it in park!
The Brooklyn Bridge will get 

a safer and more inviting gate-
way when the city transforms 
a dangerous intermingling of 
cars, bicyclist and pedestrians 
at Tillary Street into an oasis of 
trees, plants, bike paths, walk-
ways, and happier tourists and 
commuters — a welcome up-
grade to the barren stretch rid-
ers and cyclists now must use to 
get to and from the bridge, ac-
cording to the local community 
board’s leader. 

“I think there were many peo-
ple who looked at the status quo 
and said, ‘This is the main en-
trance to Brooklyn, this is not 
particularly grand,’” said Rob 
Perris, district manager of Com-

munity Board 2. “They wanted 
something that was aesthetically 
more attractive.” 

The new entrance on Adams 
Street will include separate pe-
destrian and bike lanes widened 
from 14-feet to 16-feet across. Cy-
clists will pedal on asphalt for a 
smoother ride while pedestrians 
will stroll on concrete. 

Both sides of the pathway will 
be lined with trees and flowers, 
an improvement from the span 
lined with dingy taupe railings 
and ugly concrete barricades. 

Currently, pedestrians and cy-
clists using the bridge traverse a 
brutalist pathway known as the 
“cattle chute” surrounded by traf-
fic and exhaust. Those leaving 
the bridge are left at a fenced off 
slab where heavy traffic from 
Tillary Street whizzes by, cre-

ating a stressful and dangerous 
situation for locals and out-of-
towners visiting the borough’s 
most-beloved spectacle. 

Nearly 29,000 pedestrians and 
more than 3,000 cyclists cross 
the bridge each day, according 
to city data, and officials says 
the new designs will make the 
trip safer for all. 

“The project is designed and 
built to create a safe environment 
to accommodate the volumes of 
bicyclists, vehicular traffic, and 
pedestrians,” said Shavone Wil-
liams, who is a spokeswoman for 
the Department of Design and 
Construction, the agency over-
seeing the revamp. 

Along with Adams Street, the 
city is  installing new bike lanes on 
the sidewalk running along Til-

NICK OF ‘TIMES’
Thumbs up for plan to improve nightmare intersection

Work almost complete on B’Bridge entrance

The revamped gateway to the Brooklyn Bridge will include new, tree-lined paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists making their way to and from the span.
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Gateway to go!
Locals transit gurus endorsed a plan to improve traffic flow 
and pedestrian safety at the intersection of Fourth, Flatbush, 
and Atlantic avenues surrounding Times Plaza on May 18.
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Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

PLUS

City makes yet another 
stab at fixing Jay Street

See page 10

fic fatalities.  
The intersection is also home 

to several long crossings, partic-
ularly at Flatbush and Atlantic av-
enues, where pedestrians schlep 
130 feet. 

The city has already installed a 
rubber island at the midpoint of a 
crosswalk at Fourth and Atlantic 
avenues, and plans to install four 
similar concrete refuges at each 
side of the Atlantic–Flatbush in-
tersection, along with a concrete 
extension on the northern edge of 
Times Plaza, near the entrance to 
Atlantic Terminal, that will shorten 
crossings at Flatbush and Fourth 
avenues.

Other proposed amenities would 
include a painted, on-street pedes-
trian area and a widened crosswalk 
at Fourth and Atlantic avenues.

The city would make room for 
future bike infrastructure by re-
ducing curb space on the Down-
town-bound side of Fourth Av-
enue at Atlantic Avenue, which 

should eventually accommodate 
a planned bike lane that will be 
installed along the roadway as far 
down as Bay Ridge.

The plan, in addition to mak-
ing the area safer for pedestrians, 
includes measures to improve the 
intersection’s traffic flow, which 
an agency representative told the 
board would “fail less” under the 
new proposal.

Adding the new concrete islands 
will require cutting the number of 
vehicle lanes on Flatbush and Atlan-
tic avenues, including some right-
turn lanes from Atlantic Avenue 
onto Flatbush Avenue. But the pro-
posal calls for increasing the turn 
signal’s length, which the transit 
agency expects will reduce de-
lays overall. 

It also would add an additional 
right-turn lane from Fourth Ave-
nue onto Atlantic Avenue. 

The committee’s endorsement 
came with additional safety sug-
gestions, including that the side-

walk outside Atlantic Avenue’s 
PC Richard & Son — which it-
self is being redeveloped by a joint 
venture between Forest City Rat-
ner and Greenland USA, an off-
shoot of Chinese real-estate com-
pany Greenland Group — should 
be broadened, although transit 
agency presenters noted that do-
ing so would require a large fi-
nancial investment due to exist-
ing infrastructure there. 

That excuse didn’t carry much 
weight with some community 
members, including the presi-
dent of the North Flatbush Busi-
ness Improvement District, who 
said the city should spare no ex-
pense when it comes to the night-
mare intersection.

“That intersection has been a 
mess for 40 years,” said Regina 
Cahill. “It deserves full court 
press.”

CB2’s Cullen-Cheung also 
requested some form of barrier 
down the middle of Atlantic Av-
enue, which would prevent pe-
destrians from crossing the busy 
throughway mid block.

The committee’s endorsement 
of the plan still has to be ratified 
by the full board, which is ex-
pected to vote on it at the gen-
eral meeting on June 14. 

If all goes well, city officials 
said they hope to begin work on 
the project sometime this fall. See BRIDGE  on page 10

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The city moved forward with a plan 
to turn the Bedford-Union Armory in 
Crown Heights into luxury apartments 
and condos on Monday, just days after 
the Councilwoman in whose district the 
property sits trashed the scheme.  

On May 18 Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Crown Heights) condemned 
the  controversial deal  that would hand 
the city-owned armory over to devel-
opers BFC partners, which would con-
vert the historic military structure on 
Bedford Avenue into 330 rental and 60 
condo units, with half the rentals and 
20 percent of the condos being offered 
at below-market rates. But her oppo-
sition did not stop the Department of 
City Planning  from beginning a land-
use review process for the project this 
week, which will require input from 
local and elected officials before the 
City Council votes on it. 

“Since the very beginning our mes-
sage has been clear — we will not al-
low public land to be used for the pur-
pose of luxury condominiums,” Cumbo 
said.

Historically, members of the Council 
follow the lead of a local representative 
when deciding the use of public land, 
so a “no” from Cumbo would mean a 
“no” from the Council. The plan has 
been contested by locals who argue 
that public land should stay public and 

City advances armory redevelopment deal despite local pol’s opposition

The future of the massive Bedford-Union Armory in Crown Heights 
remains in question.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i
Battering through in Crown Heights

Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo, center, condemned a deal to hand over 
the public Bedford-Union Armory to a private developer at Borough 
Hall on May 18.
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that the deal — which will offer only 
18 of the 330 rental units at rates af-
fordable to locals living in an area with 
a median income of $40,000 — lacks 
enough below-market housing. 

“Eighteen out of 300?” said Crown 
Heights resident Vaughn Armur. “That 
don’t make sense.”

But the lack of affordable housing in 
the area is reason enough to move for-
ward with the controversial plan, ac-
cording to an Economic Development 
Corporation spokesperson.

“We respect the Council member’s 
views, but we don’t believe this proj-
ect can wait. We are working to bring 

a long-awaited community recreational 
center and badly needed affordable 
housing to Crown Heights,” said An-
thony Hogrebe. “We’ll continue talk-
ing to stakeholders on the ground and 
look for ways to make a great project 
even better.”

Cumbo, who was in the city’s year-
long negotiations with the developer 
and faces Ede Fox — a Democrat and 
avowed opponent of the armory deal 
— in November’s election, was under 
pressure for months to pull her support 
for the project as community groups 
pushed for an alternative that would 
provide 100-percent affordable hous-
ing. She made her May 18 condemna-
tion at Borough Hall flanked by a co-
alition of elected officials including 
Comptroller Scott Stringer (D), Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James (D), Bor-
ough President Eric Adams (D), As-
semblyman Walter Mosley (D–Fort 
Greene), and Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Prospect Heights), who 
also oppose the deal. 

“I tried as a negotiator to negoti-
ate the best deal we possibly could, 
but we’re at a stalemate,” said Cumbo, 
who claimed the proposed luxury con-
dos were a deal-breaker.

Anti-gentrification advocates rallied 
outside Cumbno’s annual State of the 
District address last week, which she 
gave hours after delivering her state-
ment on the armory. The project’s op-

ponents are skeptical that the lawmaker, 
who has a reputation for being pro-de-
velopment, will fight the plan to the bit-
ter end now that the land-use review 
process is underway — even though 
it is a routine procedure. 

“This is a farce,” said Alicia Boyd, 
a member of Movement to Protect the 
People, a Flatbush pro-affordable hous-
ing watchdog group. 

“Her coming out at the last min-
ute saying she doesn’t support it, and 
then having the city move forward — 
you can’t find this situation happen-
ing anywhere when it comes to city-
owned land.”

Cumbo — who will face re-election 

before the City Council holds an official 
vote on the plan — said she only found 
out late last week that City Planning was 
delivering its land-use review decision 
on Monday, and that if her condemna-
tion was politically motivated, she would 
have made it before May 18. 

“If I were pulling my support because 
it was an election year, I would have 
pulled it a long time ago,” she said. “If 
it were purely political, the easy road 
to travel would be against the project  
from the very beginning.”

The neighborhood community board 
and Borough President will review the 
armory plan next now that the land-use 
review process is underway.  
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Bus and train or friends and family? Half the people who work here at Industry City  
live nearby, and they’re looking for neighbors. Industry City boasts three times more 
jobs than in 2013. Your prospects for work / life balance just went up. Industry City:  
Develop your story here.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development services,  
and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

“I was thinking about my son 

going to pre-school and was 

trying to figure out where the 

next freelance job was coming 

from. Right at that time, I got 

the call from Industry City’s 

Innovation Lab: I got the job.

DARRYLE HAWES

Bed-Stuy Resident 

Machine Expert, Modo
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 “ I know my pet is

welcome in a hurricane

ZONE 2evacuation center.”

Carol MANHATTAN

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find out what to do  
to prepare for hurricanes in NYC #knowyourzone

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

This space is all grown 
up! 

The landmarked  former 
Childs restaurant  building 
on the Boardwalk will reopen 
Sunday as a massive food hall 
with “locally sourced” grub 
and plenty of Coney charm. 
The city recreated the crum-
bling structure at W. 21st 
Street as a high-end eatery 
dubbed Kitchen 21 that takes 
Boardwalk noshing and flare 
of the People’s Playground to 
another level, said one com-
munity leader who fought to 
landmark the Spanish revival 
building. 

“I sampled some incredi-
bly delicious food that I can’t 
believe is in Coney Island,” 
said Dick Zigun, the unofficial 
mayor — and aspiring emperor 
— of Sodom by the Sea. “I’m 
in marvel that it has the vintage 
authenticity of a place like Gar-

INNER CHILD
Coney landmark reopens as food hall
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The Childs building on 
the Boardwalk reopened 
as Kitchen 21 on May 21. 
The space includes a 
roof top bar.

The refurbished space is a fusion of classic Coney 
flare and and modern funk.

giulo’s that has been there for 
100 years when it’s been open 
for a couple of days.”

The grand opening came 
on the heels of the  Airbnb 
Brooklyn Half Marathon,  

which ended on the Board-
walk a short way off from 
Kitchen 21. 

The seaside food hall packs 
five eateries under one roof. 
Beach-goers can pickup 

made-to-order sandwiches 
and salads from The Cafe, 
dig into a seafood extrava-
ganza at the Community Clam 
Bar, sun bath on the Board-
walk & Vine rooftop wine bar, 
and get a classy sit-down meal 
at the Test Kitchen — which 
will feature a rotation of ce-
lebrity chefs from Brooklyn 
and beyond who will serve 
experimental dishes. 

And the Parachute Bar runs 
the length of the joint with 32 
beers and a variety of Brook-
lyn-themed cocktails includ-
ing the Not Your Father’s Egg 
Cream with Sunset Park’s In-
dustry Vodka and chocolate 
syrup, the Brooklyn 75 with 
gin by Greenpoint’s Green 
Hook Ginsmith, and the Co-
ney Island Fizz with vodka, 
saint germain, and lime. 

An open floor plan allows 
restaurant-goers to mingle and 
offers a seamless flow from 
one station to the next. Local 
conservationists restored or 
replicated the vibrant arches, 
mosaics, and nautical terra-
cotta features in a $60-mil-
lion project spearheaded by 
the city’s Economic Devel-
opment Cooperation. 

Behind the restaurant sits 
the Ford Amphitheater and 
the spaces are separated by 
a series of garage-like doors 
that mangers intend to raise 
for a dinner and show experi-
ence come winter. The venue 
also plans to offer picnic bas-
kets for customers to cram 
with food before heading out 
for a day of summer fun, said 
officials. 

Kitchen 21 [3052 West 
21st Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 954–9801, www.kitch-
en-21.com]

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

On another thrilling episode 
of Brooklyn Paper Radio, hosts 
Gersh Kuntzman of the New 
York Daily News and Brook-
lyn Paper editor-in-chief Vince 
DiMiceli welcomed Politico re-
porter Dana Rubinstein, for-

merly of Brooklyn Paper,  whose 
ground-breaking reporting on 
CitiBikes has revealed many 
things to many readers — spe-
cifically, Gersh.

“I did not know that Cit-
iBike had to pay for the space 
its docking stations take up, un-
til I read it in a story by Rubin-

stein,” he said.
Also on the show, the boys 

previewed “The Johnny and 
Hersh Show,” which will de-
but on CNG Radio later this 
month or early next month.  

Brooklyn Paper Radio is re-
corded and podcast live every 
Tuesday at 10 am — for your 

convenience — from our stu-
dio in America’s Downtown and 
can be found, as always, right 
here on BrooklynPaper.com, on 
 iTunes , and on  Stitcher .  

Radio: Talking CitiBikes
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

NOW OFFERING

BIKE RENTALS!

OVER 50 BIKES AVAILABLE
Rental hours: Pickup: 9–11am, Closed 11am–4pm, Return: 4–6pm

 3sp Dutch Cruzers
 Brooklyn Cruzers

 Electra Townies
 Tandems

 Recumbents
 Child Seats

AND WEEKDAYS BY APPOINTMENT

WE ALSO DO TOURS: RollingOrangeBikes.com

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Police busted a man sus-
pected of beating a guy with 
a tree limb in Prospect Park 
on May 9.

The victim told police he 
was near Ocean and Parkside 
avenues in the park at 3:20 pm 
when a stranger matching the 
suspect’s description cracked 
a branch over his back.

You’re fired
Cops arrested a worker at 

a Flatbush Avenue clothing 

He’s beaten with a tree limb in Park

boutique for allegedly pock-
eting cash from the regis-
ter in a spree that began on 
March 13.

The shop owner told police 
his employee, 21, routinely 
pilfered the cash drawer of 
the fashion store near Atlan-

tic Avenue, amassing an illicit 
$2,263 off his boss’s back.

Bad hygiene
Police nabbed an alleged 

crack head suspected of steal-
ing $56 worth of toothpaste 
from a Flatbush Avenue phar-
macy on May 10.

An employee told police 
the suspect fled with 12 sto-
len tubes of Colegate from the 
drugstore between Prospect 
and Park places at 5 am, but 
cops were able to spot him fol-
lowing a brief search later that 
day, and the witness was able 
positively identify him.

Upon his arrest, police 
searched the man and uncov-
ered a pipe covered in crack 
residue, cops said.

Free pass
A restaurant owner has re-

fused to press charges on the 
alleged drunk suspected of 
“unintentionally” smashing 
a Sixth Avenue eatery’s door 
on May 13.

The restaurateur told po-
lice the suspect inflicted $300 
worth of damage to the side 
entrance of his eatery be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 10:10 pm, but that he 
didn’t mean to and was also 
very drunk.

At any rate, the suspect 
seems to have done more 
damage to himself than the 
door, and was taken to Meth-
odist Hospital following his 
accident, cops said.

The wrong foot
A thief stole more than $300 

worth of socks and sneakers 
from a Flatbush Avenue chain 
store on May 12.

An employee told police 
that the suspect grabbed four 
pairs of shoes and three pairs 
of socks from the retailer near 
Atlantic Avenue at 2:55 pm, 
before slinking out with his 
ill-gotten footwear.
  — Colin Mixson

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Signed off
A burglar snuck into a Main 

Street building and and stole 
two laptops on May 14.

The thief entered the com-
mercial building near Front 
Street between 4:30 pm and 
8:30 am the next day through 
closed windows and lifted the 
pair of MacBook Pros worth 
$2,000 each, cops said.

Designer digs 
Police are hunting for a 

thief who swiped a $1,500 
Versace handbag from a 
package sitting in the lobby 
of a Court Street building on 
May 15.

The bag-less woman re-
turned home to the residence 
near Livingston Street at noon 
and went to pick up her pack-
age from the lobby, she told 
police. But she found it was 
open and the designer mer-
chandise had been removed, 
according to a report.

Bad night
Some crook sacked $1,125 

and a laptop from the admin-
istrative office of a Remsen 
Street business sometime be-
tween May 15 and May 16.

The heister entered the 
building near Clinton Street 
between 4:50 pm on May 15 
and 11:10 am the next day, 
jumped the wall leading to 
the office, and stole the cash 
and Toshiba computer, author-
ities said.

Burglarized 
A snake lifted jewelry, a 

passport, and a debit card 
from a Pacific Street apart-
ment sometime between May 
19 and early the next day.

The resident left her 
apartment near Hoyt Street 
at 9:30 am and returned at 
2:15 am the next morning 
to find that the door to her 
abode had already been un-
locked, according to a report. 
Upon entering, she saw her 
dressers had been rum-
maged through and her en-
gagement ring, bank card, 
and travel document had been 
taken. She realized that the 

screen to the window at the 
fire escape had been forci-
bly removed and the unlocked 
window was opened, author-
ities said.

Park plunder
A punk swiped a woman’s 

iPhone, $200, and credit cards 
while her bag hung on the back 
of a chair as she was hang-
ing out with a friend on Pier 
1 in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on May 18.

The victim told police she 
was chatting with a friend in 
the green space near the cor-
ner of Cadman Plaza West and 
had put her pocketbook on 
the back of her chair around 
9:30 pm. 

She then realized that her 
belongings had gone missing, 
according to a report.

— Lauren Gill

60TH PRECINCT
Coney Island—

Brighton Beach—
Seagate

Family feud
Police arrested a man and 

woman for viciously beating 
a woman on W. 19th Street 
on May 18.

The duo — the victim’s 
brother and sister-in-law — 
ambushed the woman between 
Neptune and Mermaid ave-
nues, said authorities. 

They  punched her in the 
face, whipped her with a 
leather belt, and struck her 
in the head with crutches, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The sister-in-law even bit 
the woman on the stomach 
and then grabbed the belt, 
striking her inner thighs 
several times with the make-
shift-whip. 

The nail in the coffin was 
when the sister-in-law struck 
the victim in the head with 
a pole, causing a deep gash, 
cops said. The pair left the 
woman laying in the street 
for dead, until police discov-
ered her, officials said. 

Cleaved
A psycho chopped a man 

with a meat cleaver on Boyn-
ton Place on May 19.

The crazed cleaver-wielder 
got into an argument with his 
roommate near 86th Street at 
6 pm, said police. But the fight 
quickly escalated when the 
man pulled out the blade and 
began hacking away at the 
man’s left arm and the left 
side of his chest, according 
to a police report. 

The maniac also pulled out 
a black handgun and pointed 
it at the man’s face, demand-
ing he move out from their 
apartment or he’d kill him, 
said officials. 

Food fight
Police arrested a pair of 

goons who were throwing 
food at a woman on the Board-
walk on May 20.

The woman was near W. 
21st Street at 11:30 pm when 
the rowdy baddies started 
tossing food and heckling her. 
But when she asked them to 
stop, the pair kicked her and 
struck her in the head with a 
white object, according to a 
police report. 

Ambush
More than a dozen louts 

brutally beat a man on Surf 
Avenue at W. 16th Street on 
May 20.

The victim told police that 
while walking up the stairs 
toward the Boardwalk at 10 
pm he was jumped by roughly 
a dozen teens. 

The baddies punched him 
in the back of the head and 
struck him in the face with 
a belt, which knocked a few 
teeth loose, according to a po-
lice report. 

The man suffered a broken 
left thumb, a deep gash to his 
face, and bruises all over his 
body, said police. 

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Police closed a portion 
of Fulton Street Thursday 
night when a postcard-sized 
chunk of glass fell from the 
34th floor of a luxury resi-
dential tower onto a usually 
busy sidewalk near the cor-
ner of Rockwell Place. 

No one was injured by the 
glass, but one resident who 
saw the building surrounded 
by fire trucks and police cars 
on her walk home around 9:15 
pm said the incident confirmed 
her fears the new high-rises 
going up in the area might not 
be built up to snuff. 

“It’s scary, I often think 
about how I hope these sites 
are all really safe,” said Kate 
Maroney, who lives in Fort 
Greene. “There’s been such 
a boom of new construction 
in the past year.” 

The 4-inch-by-6-inch piece 
of glass fell as a result of struc-
tural failure of the 42-story 
building’s glass facade, ac-
cording to Department of 
Buildings spokesman Alex-
ander Schnell. He said the 
tumble isn’t indicative of a 
larger structural problem at the 
building known as 66 Rock-
well Place, and the issue is 
confined to the glass wall that 

now has a piece missing. 
But falling glass is a rare 

occurrence in the city, said 
Schnell, where plunging brick, 
concrete, and stone are more 
likely dangers.  

The building’s developer, 
the Dermot Company, has 
been ordered to construct a 
sidewalk shed which is already 
being built, said Schnell.

The Department of Build-
ings has issued a summons to 
Dermot, which will then have 
to make its case in front of a 
judge at the Office of Admin-
istrative Trials and Hearings. 
The judge will make the final 
call on whether or not it will 

receive a penalty for the fall, 
according to Schnell. 

The intersection where the 
glass fell is just blocks away 
from busy Flatbush Avenue 
and across the street from Bric 
and the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music Harvey Theater, mak-
ing it a miracle the reflector 
didn’t hit anyone strolling 
along the much-used side-
walk, said Maroney. 

“It’s almost surprising, peo-
ple are always walking on Ful-
ton,” she said. 

The building has received 
26 complaints, including two 
in which construction work-
ers were hit in the head with 

falling debris, and 27 viola-
tions from the city,  accord-
ing to records . 

66 Rockwell Place opened 
in March 2013 and rents apart-
ments ranging from $2,750 for 
a studio to $5,600 a month for 
a two bedroom. Aside from 
its flying glass, the building 
made headlines in 2014 for 
its inability to fill its below-
market-rate units because peo-
ple in the area were  too rich 
to qualify . 

Dermot did not return a re-
quest for comment by press 
time.

Glass falls from 34th fl oor
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G
o dancing with the stars!

A sea of strangers will come to-
gether to light up Brooklyn Bridge 

Park with images of exploding stars and so-
lar eclipses on June 3, as part of the  World 
Science Festival . For the “Umbrella Proj-
ect,” the dance group  Pilobolus  will distrib-
ute several hundred brightly-lit umbrellas 
and encourage people into cosmic forma-
tions, creating colorful images filmed from 
above and projected onto a giant screen. 
The crowd and the music will come together 
for a beautiful dance under the stars, said 
the group’s executive producer.

“They feel out the images together and it 
becomes this kind of wonderful, soothing, 
imaginative rave as you’re moving around 
in the music and looking up at these im-
ages,” said Itamar Kubovy. 

The World Science Festival event will 
begin with star-gazing and an appearance 
by Bill Nye the Science Guy at 7 pm, fol-
lowed by the “Umbrella Project.” Pilobo-
lus has experimented with a wide range 
of patterns for the project before, but for 
this night it will focus on images of the 
sky, said Kubovy.

“Let’s try to makes shapes and images 

of things related to astronomy and sci-
ence,” he said. 

The umbrellas have three buttons that 
will light them up in red, yellow, and blue 
— or any combination of those colors. After 
a short video explaining how the umbrel-
las work, people usually start by creating 

small, simple patterns, and then grow into 
more elaborate designs, said Kubovy.

“They just start walking around looking 
up at the screen. They start to understand 
what is the relationship between their but-
ton pushing and moving around,” he said. 
“I think once we start to create a pattern — 

geometric lines, circles with concentric bands 
and rings around them — then try to create 
a shape that is referencing an object.”

It’s amazing to see how a crowd works to-
gether to turn a sea of of glowing umbrellas 
into recognizable shapes, said Kubovy.

“Getting people to build something to-
gether in great numbers, 200 people, making 
a beautiful image — a moon, astronomical 
concepts or images, eclipses — effectively 
reflecting the lights back to the stars, with 
some kind of empathy as a group of peo-
ple,” he said.

The project will prevail in clear skies 
or in rain — after all, everyone will al-
ready have a shield from the raindrops, 
said Kubovy.

“You have an umbrella, if it rains,” he 
said. “It’s amazing, it even becomes more 
intimate, everyone’s under a tent, their own 
little tent.”

Those who want to see more of Pilobo-
lus can see five of the company’s newest 
collaborations on July 6 in Prospect Park, 
when the group performs for the  Bric Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn Festival . 

“The Umbrella Project” at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter at Furman Street 
and Old Fulton Street in Dumbo, www.
brooklynbridgepark.org). June 3 at 8:30 
pm. Free. 

Childs’ clay
The king of the sea is re-surfacing at the 

People’s Playground!
The Coney Island History Project’s latest 

exhibit, “Neptune Revisited,” opening on May 
27, will showcase weathered clay images of 

the oceanic deity and other 
nautical figures from 

the early 1920s. The 
artifacts once graced 
the walls of the his-
toric, recently-restored 
Childs Restaurant on 
the Boardwalk, and the 

mini museum will of-
fer visitors a unique, up-

close look, said the project’s 
executive director. 

“We have a small space, so it’s an intimate 
look at some of the original pieces that were 
beyond repair after a century of exposure to 
salt water air. They’re extraordinary crafts-
manship,” said People’s Playground historian 
Charles Denson. 

When the Childs Restaurant opened in 1923, 
it sported numerous nautical terra cotta images 
along its facade. Many of those clay creations 
crumbled over the last century, and the build-
ing’s new owners, who re-opened the space last 
week as Kitchen 21, worked to restore what 
they could. But some pieces that were irrep-
arably damaged had to be replaced by pains-
taking replicas, and Denson finagled an in-
definite loan of the original, weather-beaten 
artifacts for his exhibit at the Coney Island 
History Project, where they hang alongside a 
photographic timeline of the rise, decline and 
rejuvenation of the Childs building.

The terra cotta pieces include vivid beach 
scenes, an intricate tangle of sea creatures, 
and a vibrant portrait of the restaurant’s fa-
cade. But the show’s main draw is a striking 
ceramic medallion of King Neptune himself 
rising from the sea, holding a trident dripping 
with seaweed.

“King Neptune is the symbol of Coney Is-
land. He’s kind of the guardian of the Board-
walk watching over us,” said Denson. “It’s an 
iconic image and he’s sort of the centerpiece 
of the show.”

The size of the hulking works will surprise 
visitors, said Denson.

“When they’re up on the building you can’t 
see the scale, but when you’re up close you see 
how massive they are,” he said. “So you can 
really get a good look.” 

“Neptune Revisited: Terra Cotta Relics 
from the Childs Building, Last of Coney Is-
land’s Boardwalk Palaces,” at the Coney 
Island History Project [3059 W. 12th Street, 
between Bowery Street and the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (347) 702–8553, www.co-
neyislandhistory.org]. Open Sat, Sun, and 
holidays 1–7 pm. Free. — Caroline Spivack

A R T

It’s a high-proof of concept show!
A new whiskey tasting event coming to 

Red Hook will feature more than 60 spirits, 
a rock show, and a half-dozen other activi-
ties. The founder of 
the Whisky X, com-
ing to the Brooklyn 
Cruise Terminal on 
June 8, hopes that 
some high-tech 
planning and an ex-
pansive venue will 
keep visitors from 
feeling too addled 
during the intoxi-
cating event.

“Some of these 
experiences can 

be kind of over-
whelming and have so many whiskies. It’s 
great, but it can be kind of expensive and 

it’s like, where do you start?” said Brian 
Murphy. “We wanted to make a much 

more interesting and inspiring ex-
perience.” 

The festival will e-mail ticket 
holders in advance to brief them 
on the variety of bourbons, ryes, 
and Scotch and Irish whiskeys 
available— including several 
products from Red Hook’s own 
Widow Jane distillery. Each 
visitor will also get an identifi-

cation bracelet, which they can 
scan to later get more info about 

spirits they enjoy. 
Distillers and bartenders will set up through-

out the cruise terminal, providing a roomy ex-
perience that lets people stay to chat with the 
whiskey makers, according to Murphy. 

“They’re not crammed in, there’s room to 
breathe and more time and space for the whiskey 
companies to talk to you about it,” he said. 

The event will also feature an hour-long per-
formance from Dan Auerbach (pictured), the 
singer for the Black Keys, playing tunes from 
his new southern-tinged solo album “Wait-
ing on a Song” — an event that fits right into 
the storied relationship between whiskey and 
song, said Murphy. 

“Music and whiskey have this rich heritage 
together,” he said. “You have Janis Joplin with 
Southern Comfort, I think we’re all kind of fa-
miliar with whiskey and country music.” 

And visitors who need a breather between 
whiskey shots can stop for a haircut from the 
Blind Barber — a Williamsburg bar that also 
trims both men and women’s locks, watch a 
cooper make a whiskey-aging barrel, chat with 
educational outfit Women and Whiskies, and 
puff stogies at a cigar bar.

Murphy hopes that those come to the inau-
gural Whisky X event will walk away with not 
just a hangover, but a better appreciation and 
understanding of the spirit.

“We just wanted it to be an interesting night 
to complement the innovation and craftsmanship 
that goes on with whiskey,” said Murphy. 

Whisky X at Brooklyn Cruise Terminal (72 
Bowne St. at Commerce Street in Red Hook, 
www.thewhiskyx.com). June 8, 6–10 pm. $50 
($75 VIP). — Lauren Gill

Bottled up
E V E N T

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

H
is show is going off the air for 
the first time!

A hapless Parisian janitor will 
bring his surreal comic adventures to 
Greenpoint next month, in a live stag-
ing of the bizarre podcast “The Orbit-
ing Human Circus.” The show, play-
ing at the Brooklyn Bazaar on June 4, 
will whisk the audience into an ethe-
real realm that leaves mundane trou-
bles behind, said its creator. 

“It’s always been very special to 
me to create these worlds for people 
to get completely lost in,” said Julian 
Koster, who writes, stars in, and plays 
music for the show. “I think this is sort 
of like a secret hideaway for me and 
gives people another place to escape 
and have an adventure.”

The podcast uses a sound col-
lage of narration, dialogue, songs, 
and ambient noise to tell the story 
of Julian, the quirky custodian of the 
Eiffel Tower. Julian, infatuated with 
a popular radio show that broadcasts 
from the top of the French landmark, 
stumbles into an escalating series 
of backstage shenanigans, all nar-
rated by an imaginary, argumenta-
tive carnival barker. 

The show exists outside of time, in 
a world that simultaneously suggests 
the 1930s and the present. To evoke 
that feeling, Koster’s band the Music 
Tapes records otherworldly music us-
ing vintage and modern techniques, 
including 1930s-era wire recording, 
a tape machine from the ’60s, and 
computer programs for a sound all 
its own. 

“It kind of feels like it’s coming 

out of the past and the future at the 
same time,” said Koster.

The result is a music-theater-radio 
mash-up that is perfect for a podcast 
audience, which has an appetite for 
the unexpected, said Koster.

“There’s such opportunity to cre-
ate something brand new with pod-
casts,” he said. “And the audience is 
so adventurous right now and it’s so 
direct — there’s nothing between them 

and the art.” 
The Greenpoint performance will 

adapt the show to feature the janitor 
sweeping the after-hours Brooklyn 
Bazaar. Viewers will be thrown into 
the character’s imaginary world, in 
an evening that translates the pod-
cast and its previously audio-only el-
ements into physical form. 

“I’m all about creating the architec-
ture of a special night,” said Koster. 

“With the live shows we wanted to 
create a moment in time — and you 
don’t have to listen to the podcast to 
go — I want people to have a really 
special and unusual time.”

“The Orbiting Human Circus” at 
Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue 
and Franklin Street in Greenpoint, 
www.bkbazaar.com). June 4 at 9 pm. 
$20 ($18 in advance).

Light up the night
Park gets lit with interactive ‘Umbrella Project’ dance

Otherworldly
‘Orbiting Circus’ podcast 
lands on a G’point stage

Hopeless dreamer: Julian Koster plays a hapless janitor who sometimes meets strange musi-
cal animals in the surreal podcast “The Orbiting Human Circus,” which will have a live show in 
Greenpoint on June 4.

M
ar

ia
 B

ar
an

o
va

Pixel perfect: The colorful umbrellas will create images that are projected 
on a screen for all to see.
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Pretty in pink: Participants in the “Umbrella Project,” coming to Brooklyn Bridge Park on June 3, will hold their rain shields up to form cosmic shapes.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 26

Comic strip
Thrill to an evening of 
stupendous strip-
tease at the annual 
Wasabassco “Super! 
Heroes vs. Villains” 
show. The gloves will 
come off (and so will 
the capes, the tights, 
and the boots) as 
heroes with fantastic 
figures — including 
host Nasty Canasta, 
pictured in easily-
removed armor — 
bare it all to battle a 
colorful collection of 
burlesque baddies!

8 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–
3388], www.littlefieldnyc.
com]. $25 ($15 in 
advance). 

SATURDAY
May 27

Dead beats
It’s the club people are 
dying to get into! Party 
in the cemetery by 
joining Green-Wood 
Cemetery’s “Secret 
Mausoleum Club,” an 
intimate late-night 
experience that will 
involve exploring two 
mausoleums, and cele-
brating figures in 
amusement park his-
tory through music, 
dance, drinks, and sto-
ries of those entertain-
ment impresarios bur-
ied nearby.

9 pm at Green-Wood 
Cemetery [enter at Fort 
Hamilton Parkway and 
Micieli Place in 
Kensington, (718) 768–
7300, www.green-wood.
com]. $100.

MONDAY
May 29

Hot diggity!
Chow down on the 
original hot dog! Felt-
man’s of Coney Island 
returns to the spot 
where it originated 
the sausage-in-a-bun 
concept 150 years ago 
— just down the 
street from newcomer 
Nathan’s. The first 150 
people in line will get 
a free dog — the rest 
will have to shell out 
$4.25 for the eight-
inch frankfurters. 

Noon at Feltman’s of 
Coney Island (Surf Avenue 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island, www.feltmansofco-
neyisland.com). $4.25 
(free for the first 150 peo-
ple).

TUESDAY
May 30

Against 
the wall
Grab a margarita and 
settle in for the latest 
edition of Jamie 
Hook’s live talk show 
“The Hook.” Tonight’s 
guest will be Mexican-
born Greenpoint con-
ceptual artist Jorge 
Cruz, discussing his 
plan to build “The 
Phantom Wall,” a wall 
made out of light 
along the US-Mexican 
border — and have 
the Mexican govern-
ment pay for it!

7 pm at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Frost and 
Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
June 1

Black in 
style
Inspire your new 
summer wardrobe at 
the Brooklyn Muse-
um’s celebration of 
black dandies — men 
with an eye for bright 
colors and fabulous 
fashion. The night will 
feature films, music, 
and a panel discus-
sion with Shantrelle P. 
Lewis, author of 
“Dandy Lion: The 
Black Dandy and 
Street Style.” 

6:30–9:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 638–5000, brooklyn-
museum.org]. $16.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 26
ART, “VOICES NEED HEROES” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: A group show 
of art about heroes and the use of 
power, curated by students of Juan 
Morel Campos High School. Free. 
7 pm. NurtureArt [56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick, (718) 782–7755], 
nurtureart.org. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: Diane 
Wiest stars in Samuel Beckett’s ab-
surd drama about grace in the face 
of inevitable oblivion. $85–$110. 7:30 
pm. Theatre for a New Audience, Po-
lonsky Shakespeare Center [262 Ash-
land Pl. between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

DANCE, DANCEAFRICA FESTIVAL: 
The country’s largest showcase 
of African dance celebrates the 
40th anniversary this year under 
the theme of “The Healing Light 
of Rhythm: Tradition and Beyond.” 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

DANCE, 2NIGHT SHOW: Four Chez 
Bushwick choreographers in resi-
dence present their latest work. $12. 
7:30 pm. Center for Performance 
Research (361 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Jackson and Withers streets 
in Bushwick), www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/2944308. 

FILM, VINTAGE JAZZ SHORT FILM 
FEST: See vintage 16mm short fi lms 
of such greats as Billie Holiday, Duke 
Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Cab Cal-
loway, Bessie Smith, and so many 
more jazz artists from the early 19th 
Century. $10. 8 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, www.coney-
island.com]. 

THEATER, “THE ART OF LUV”: This 
elaborate courtship ritual is accom-
panied by live music and text taken 
from online dating profi les, internet 
scams, how-to dating guides, and 
the works of ecstatic poets. $20. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org. 

THEATER, “HAIR-ITAGE THE PLAY”: A 
play about the evolution of the black 

woman’s hair, as six sistahs share 
how their hair has defi ned them. 
$25. 8 pm. The Black Lady The-
atre [750 Nostrand Ave. between 
Park and Sterling places in Crown 
Heights, (718) 771–0900], www.hairi-
tagetheplay.com. 

COMEDY, “GREG PROOPS IS THE 
SMARTEST MAN IN THE WORLD”: 
Proops performs an evening of 
comedy based on his talent and 
passions. $15. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, BYWAYS: The collaborative 
quartet fuses pop, jazz and world 
music. $10. 8 pm. KD’s Bar and 
Lounge [405 Rogers Ave. at Sterling 
Street in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 926–0091], www.facebook.
com/kdsbklyn. 

SAT, MAY 27
ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” PIER 

ART SHOW: The Brooklyn Water-
front Arts Coalition presents its 
spring show, featuring the work of 
almost 300 artists. Free. 1–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [481 Van Brunt St., Door Seven, 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: A free 
classical music concert on a barge. 
Free. 4 pm. Bargemusic at the Ful-
ton Ferry Landing (Old Fulton Street 
at Furman Street in Dumbo), www.
bargemusic.org. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: Comedians in 
character perform hilarious read-
ings, making for a show that prom-
ises to be sophisticated, satirical, 
and sometimes include wigs. $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, Uncle 
Murda, and more. $65–$166. 
8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Eddie Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and more. $70–
$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-three 

basketball games with profes-
sional players. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL PACKAGE 

TOUR: With New Kids on the 
Block, Paula Abdul, and Boyz II 
Men. $25–$995. 7:30 pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

He will inherit the Earth: 
Rapper Meek Mill will join the 
Soulfrito Urban Latin Music 
Fest at Barclays Center on 
June 9.
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twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn is double, double, toil and 
trouble-ing down on “Macbeth!” 
Summer is here, and so is Shake-

speare in the parks! This year, two 
theater companies in Kings County 
will take on the tragic tale of Scottish 
king Macbeth as part of their al fresca 
entertainment, while a third tackles 
the bloody history of Shakespeare’s 
“Richard III.” But it is not all serious 
this summer! Piper Theatre Produc-
tions will present a show with even 
more cross-dressing than “As You Like 
It” — the musical “Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert,” and the company will 
recount the tale of some other classic 
writers in its musical “The Brontës.”  
So bring a blanket to the park and get 
ready to get (classic) lit!

Power play
The Smith Street Stage upholds its 

tradition of gender-neutral casting in 
its latest production “Richard III,” a 
tale of a tyrant who will do anything 
to attain the power he desires. In the 
outdoor show, coming to Carroll Park 
on June 7, female actors will take on 
the traditionally male roles of villain-
ous Buckingham and the heroic Earl 
of Richmond.

“Richard III” at Carroll Park (237 
Carroll St. between Smith and Court 
streets in Carroll Gardens, www.
smithstreetstage.org). June 7–11, 
14–18, 21–25 at 7:30 pm. Free.

Double trouble
This year the Piper Theatre will 

pipe up with two musical produc-
tions at the Old Stone House in Park 
Slope. First up is the fabulous “Pris-
cilla, Queen of the Desert,” adapted 
from the gender-bending film filled 
with disco hits. Alternating with the 
drag queen travelogue will be “The 
Brontës,” a contemplative musical 
about the three literary sisters. 

“Priscilla Queen of the Desert” at 
the Old Stone House (336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, www.pipertheatre.
org). July 6–8, 13–15, 20–22 at 8 pm. 
Free. 

“The Brontës” at the same loca-
tion, July 9, 16, 23 at 8 pm. Free. 

Fire burn… 
The theater troupe South Brook-

lyn Shakespeare will tell the tragic 
tale of the rise and fall of the cor-
rupt King of Scotland in two loca-
tions this summer. First, the group 
will perform “Macbeth” in front of 
South bar in Park Slope — the spon-
sor and namesake of the company — 
followed by another production at the 
Old Stone House.

“Macbeth” at South (629 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Park Slope, www.southbrooklyn-

shakespeare.com). July 29 at 6:30 
pm. Free

“Macbeth” at the Old Stone 
House (336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope). 
Aug. 2–5 at 8 pm. Free.

…and cauldron bubble
Your final chance to catch the Scot-

tish play this summer comes from the 
New York Classical Theatre, which 
brings its show to Brooklyn Bridge 

Park in August. This panoramic 
production of “Macbeth” offers no 
chances to rest — not only is there 
no intermission, but the action will 
range all over the park, sending the 
audience scrambling to catch up with 
its witches and Scottish armies.

“Macbeth” at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier One (enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton Street in Dum-
bo, www.newyorkclassical.org). Aug. 
22–23, 25–27 at 7 pm. Free.

All the world’s a stage!
Four companies take theater outside this summer

Queens of the playground: (Pictured clockwise from top left) The Piper Theatre will present the drag 
queen musical “Priscilla Queen of the Desert” outside the Old Stone House in Park Slope in July. 
“Richard III” will come to power in Carroll Park starting on June 7, with Michael Hanson in the title role 
and Katie Willmorth as his scheming advisor Buckingham. In New York Classical Theater’s “Macbeth,” 
coming to Brooklyn Bridge Park in August, the Scottish king clings to his wife, while the three witches 
look ominously over the action.

Je
re

m
y 

A
m

ar

M
ir

an
d

a 
A

rd
en

C
hr

is
 M

o
nt

g
o

m
er

y

M
ir

an
d

a 
A

rd
en



8  AWP  May 26–June 1, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Music by Jerome Kern
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II

Music Director Sean Pallatroni
Assistant Music Director Jose Mendez

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 @ 8:00 PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 3 @ 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 @ 2:00 PM
AT ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

ENTER ON 97TH ST. & 4TH AVE., BAY RIDGE BROOKLYN

TICKET PRICES
$25 Adults | $20 Seniors

$20 Students Under 21

FOR TICKETS EMAIL
NCT@NCTheaterNY.com

CALL THE NCT HOTLINE
718-482-3173

ORDER ONLINE
www.NCTheaterny.com

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 2 
pm and 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

DANCE, DANCEAFRICA FES-
TIVAL: 2 pm and 7 pm. See 
Friday, May 26. 

MUSIC, “THE ART OF LUV”: 8 
pm. See Friday, May 26. 

SUN, MAY 28
MARKET, DOWN TO EARTH 

FARMER’S MARKET: The 
annual farmer’s market 
returns! Browse the wares 
of local vendors, including 
seasonal fruits and veggies, 
speciality foods, prepared 
foods, beverages, eggs, 
honey, milk, baked goods, 
and more. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. The Old Stone House 

[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

DANCE, DANCEAFRICA FES-
TIVAL: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE: The Flowering Viola 
quintet performs classical 
tunes. $20 suggested dona-
tion. 3 pm. St. John’s Epis-
copal Church [139 St. John’s 
Pl. between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 783–3928], www.saint-
johnsbrooklyn.com. 

FAMILY, ROCK AND ROLL 
PLAYHOUSE: Weekly pro-
gramming offers families an 
opportunity to enjoy music 
together using educational 
cornerstones like literature 
or songwriting with kids. 
$10 (children under 1 years 
old free). Noon. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 

(718) 963–3369], therockan-
drollplayhouse.com/brook-
lynbowl. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” 
PIER ART SHOW: 1–6 pm. 
See Saturday, May 27. 

FILM, BEST OF BAMKIDS FIL-
MAFRICA FILM: A family-
friendly fi lm in the FilmAf-
rica series as part of BAM’s 
annual DanceAfrica celebra-
tion. Previous fi lms have 
included Kirikou and the 
Wild Beasts, Kirikou and the 
Sorceress, and Felix. $7 ($10 
or adults). 2 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Lafayatte Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, DARK SPOTS: 
Some of the city’s best 
comedians perform their 
darkest, saddest, and 
most traumatic — but still 
funny — material. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 

Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, MAY 29
DANCE, DANCEAFRICA FES-

TIVAL: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

MUSIC, “AND ALL THE DAYS 
WERE PURPLE”: Singer 
Eliza Bagg premieres a new 
song cycle from composer 
Alex Weiser. $15-$25. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, MAY 30
READING, DAVID SEDARIS: 

Theater, “Laundry City”: 
This show about school 
integration was conceived, 
written and performed by 
local high school students. 
Part of the “Keeping it 100” 
forum challenging school 
segregation. Free. 6:30 pm. 
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity 
Church [157 Montague St. 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.stannho-
lytrinity.org. 

TALK, “THE SAD STATE OF 
VOTING”: Experts discuss 
attacks on the right to vote 
in New York and across the 
country. Free. 6:30 pm. First 
Unitarian Congregational 
Society (119-121 Pierre-
pont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.fa-
cebook.com/groups/BKvot-
ersalliance. 

FILM, “LOVE IS SHORT”: A se-
ries of romantic short fi lms, 
presented by Rooftop Films. 
$15. 7 pm. The William Vale 
(111 N. 12th St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg). 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

MUSIC, FRIGHTENED RAB-
BIT: With opening bands 
Torres and Bel Aviv. $30 
($35 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

COMEDY, “A GOOD TRIP 
WITH SHANE MAUSS”: 
Comedian Shane Mauss 
explores the intersection 
of comedy, science, and 
psychedelics in this part 
stand-up, part storytell-
ing, part Ted Talk event. 
No psychedelic experience 
required. $15. 8 pm. Bell 

House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, CHOLERA NOCEBO: 
JG Thirlwell performs a 
50-minute electro-acoustic 
presentation. $15–$25. 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

WED, MAY 31
BROOKLYN UNCORKED: Ed-

ible Brooklyn hosts a festival 
of New York state wines and 
bites from local restaurants. 
$75. 6 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park), www.edible-
brooklyn.com. 

READING, MICHAEL RUHL-
MAN: The author discusses 
his book “Grocery: The 
Buying and Selling of Food 
in America.” Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, KEVIN BARNES: The 
lead songwriter of Of Mon-
treal performs solo pieces. 
$20. 8 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

THEATER, “THE ART OF 
LUV”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

COMEDY, AUNTY DONNA: 
The award-winning Austra-
lian comedy trio performs. 
$30. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

THEATER, DRUNK SCIENCE: 
Comedians Joanna Roth-
kopf, Shannon Odell, and 
Jordan Mendoza host a 
drunken competition pitting 
comedians against each 
other to present the best 
scientifi c dissertation to a 
panel of real scientists. The 
topic? Tuberculosis. $8 ($5 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: An 
intimate night of comedy 
hosted by Mike Lebovitz, 
with guests Emmy Blotnick, 
Tim Dillon, Jacob Wil-
liams, and more. $5. 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
cysknyc.com. 

THURS, JUNE 1
MUSIC, “BELL 8”: A medita-

tive, immersive installation 
uses music and visuals to 
inspire the sense of expan-
sion and bliss one has afl oat. 
Suggested donation. 4–8 
pm. Waterfront Museum 

Barge [290 Conover St. near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “THE ART OF 
LUV”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

COMEDY, AUNTY DONNA: 
8 pm. See Wednesday, 
May 31. 

FRI, JUNE 2
ANZA’S SPANISH SING-

ALONG: A group sing-
along with guitar, fl ute, ani-
mal puppets and bubbles. 
Free. 10 am. Putnam Trian-
gle Plaza (11 Putnam Ave. at 
Fulton Street in Clinton Hill), 
www.fabfulton.org. 

DANCE, MULTI-CULTURAL 
SHOW AT PS 299: This 
annual festival celebrates 
Brooklyn diversity and 
explores other cultures 
through dance and music. 
$4 ($3 kids). 5 pm. PS 299 
Thomas Warren Field 
School [88 Woodbine St. in 
Bushwick, (718) 476–8230]. 

SBA INNOVATEHER PITCH 
COMPETITION: Small Busi-
ness Administration Inno-
vateHer will award $70,000 
to three women-owned 
businesses that have a mea-
surable impact on the lives 
of women and families, have 
the potential for commer-
cialization, and fi ll a need 
in the marketplace. Free. 
6 pm. Co-Lab Factory [14 
Dekalb Ave., third fl oor, be-
tween Bond Street and Flat-
bush Avenue in Downtown, 
(301) 244–9826], www.
gmiltd.us. 

ART, NARS SPRING OPEN 
STUDIOS: International 
artists at the New York 
Art Residency and Studios 
Foundation open their work 
spaces to the public. Free. 
6–9 pm. NARS Foundation 
(201 46th St., fourth fl oor, 
at Second Avenue in Sunset 
Park), www.narsfounda-

tion.org. 
THEATER, “HAIR-ITAGE THE 

PLAY”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 26. 

MUSIC, CHRIS PITSIOKOS 
AND MIYA MASAOKA: 
The two improvising com-
posers present new work in 
solo and duo performance. 
$15. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

FILM, “RAT FILM”: A docu-
mentary about rats, maps 
and extermination. With live 
music from Kotic Couture 
before the show. $15. 8 pm. 
The Old American Can Fac-
tory (232 Third St. at Sackett 
Street in Gowanus). 

MUSIC, CERDDORION 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE: A con-
cert of sacred music span-
ning fi ve centuries. $25 ($20 
in advance). 8 pm. St Paul’s 
Church (199 Carroll St. in 
Carroll Gardens), www.cerd-
dorion.org. 

MUSIC, “SHOWBOAT”: The 
Narrows Community The-
ater presents a concert of 
the classic musical, as a 
memorial tribute to origi-
nal cast member Mickey 
Sullivan. $25 ($20 seniors, 
students and children). 8 
pm. St. Patrick’s School 
Auditorium [97th Street and 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482–3173.] www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.
com. 

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FES-
TIVAL: The 20th annual 
festival returns with 122 
narrative, documentary, 
animated, short, and experi-
mental fi lms, with screen-
ings at the Wythe Hotel 
and all over Williamsburg. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Wythe Hotel 
[80 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
460–8000], www.brooklyn-
fi lmfestival.org. 

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, DEGRAW FEST: Rock 

out with a tight-knit com-
munity of artists, musicians, 
producers, and entrepre-
neurs while enjoying craft 
beer and local food. $18 
($15 in advance). 2:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Bargemusic presents a 
family concert of chamber 
music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 pm. 
Fulton Ferry Landing (1 
Water St. at Furman Street 
in Dumbo), www. bargemu-
sic.org. 

DANCE, “NOESIS”: Periapsis 
Music and Dance presents 
the world premiere of a new 
work for fi ve dancers and 
three musicians. $24. 8 pm. 
GK ArtsCenter (29 Jay St. at 
Plymouth Street in Dumbo), 
www.periapsismusicand-
dance.org. 

MARKET, PARK SLOPE STOP 
‘N’ SWAP: Bring clean, por-
table, reusable items you 
no longer need and take 
home something new-to-
you. Books, toys, fashion-
able clothing, housewares, 
electronics, and more. 
Also featuring a repair ses-
sion by Fixers Collective. 
Free. Noon–3 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], www.theold-
stonehouse.org. 

FILM, “FOLD, CRUMBLE, 
CRUSH”: A documentary 
about the recycled art of 
El Anatsui, to accompany 
the “Recycle” show of re-
purposed art. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt 
St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

FILM, THE ART OF BROOK-
LYN “BEST OF THE FEST”: 
A free screening of the best 
short fi lm from the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival. With 
music and free food before 
the show. Free. 5 pm. Sun-
set Park (Fifth Avenue be-
tween 41st and 44th streets 
in Sunset Park), www.thear-
tofbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, “BELL 8”: 1–5 pm. See 
Thursday, June 1. 

NIGHTLIFE, CELEBRATE 
PRIDE MONTH AT THE 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM: 
With music by New York 
City Gay Men’s Chorus, 
SassyBlack, and Tamar-kali; 
screenings of black queer 
fi lms, and a ball hosted by 
Sydney UltraOmni. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Eye on the prize: The seventh annual Art of Brook-
lyn Film Festival kicks off on June 3 in Sunset Park 
with a free screening of some of the best short film 
from previous years, including “Cap’n Flapjack and 
the Curse of the Sticky Anchor,” the bloody tale of a 
pirate who also delivers pancakes.
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
)Maintain a strong connection with your child

)Set reasonable limits and expectations
)Address sensory needs at home and in the community

)Reduce personal and familial stress
)Respond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City
Council Autism Awareness Initiative.

Dates:  June 5, June 12, June 19 and June 26, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Ramapo for Children (Address provided upon registration)

Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 
The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

advanced registration is requested.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

I remember listening to Pink 
Floyd’s “The Wall” for the 
first time as a senior in 

high school. It was 1988, and I 
was lying in my sister’s room 
on her blue plush carpet, lis-
tening to the tape I’d gotten 
from a friend on her stereo. 
I can recall staring at the 
ceiling and feeling … well, 
feeling. The sounds and the 
words surrounded me, came 
around my mind like a pro-
tective shield, and made me 
feel okay about feeling emo-
tional. The music was just as 
intense as I felt, and it made 
me feel strangely understood. 
Good art can do that. 

“Good art.” As I write those 
word, I can hear thousand 
scoffs travel through Brook-
lyn and beyond. Of course, 
not everyone is a fan of Pink 
Floyd. Of course, what makes 
any person feel connected to 
something is so particular. 
Why did I like Pink Floyd 
then? Why did others like 
ZZ Top? Why do some like 
jazz, and some go for rap? 
How is it that some bands 
make you want to jump up 
and dance, and others leave 
you completely cold?

These are the questions I 
constantly ask myself as I try 
to figure out what is going to 
get my kids going, what they 
do and will think is “good.” 
What works for them is not 
going to be of my choosing, 
certainly. 

They are going to have to 
do the work to find the art 
and artists that satisfies and 
soothes them. It is a lifelong 

journey.
Last week, I was excited to 

be invited by a friend to a pri-
vate preview show of Roger 
Waters’ new “Us and Them” 
concert tour in New Jersey. I 
was so thrilled to hear those 
old Pink Floyd songs my body 
reacted to as if no time had 
gone by. 

The themes of isolation 
and difficulty in connect-
ing resonated with me in the 
same way as they did back 
then. I took so much video 
of Roger Waters, aged but 
still rockin’, that my storage 
on my phone filled up and I 
wasn’t able to take a pic when 
he brushed by me later, at the 
after party. Bummer.

When I got home, I tried to 
express my excitement to my 
kids. I asked them if maybe 
they wanted to get tickets to 
the show at Barclay’s Cen-
ter in September. My eldest 
first asked me to get out of 
his room, then shared with 
me the beats he had created 
himself on his computer. He 
didn’t seem to hear what I’d 
said about going to the show. 
He has tickets to the Gov-
ernor’s Ball in June to see 
some of his rap faves. At 16, 
concerts with his mom are 
not what he wants on his cal-
endar.

My younger son was in 
bed, with the lights off, play-
ing with the kitty. I think I 
got a “great” out of him when 
I told him the concert was 
cool, but it was the kind of 
“great” that says (without 
saying it explicitly) “Get 

Can’t make my kids love Floyd
out of my room.” 

I won’t push to take them 
to see Pink Floyd. There are 
some things I can force, but 
when it comes to music, I 
think it is best to let them 
create their own connec-

tions. I hope for them that 
the sounds and rhythms and 
words they find to listen to 
can offer them the same 
opportunity that music has 
given me to feel less alone 
in their feelings. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Working in retail in New York
City can be a tough way to
make a living. Low wages and

insufficient hours can make it a struggle
just to get by. And, until now, retail
workers have faced the brutal practice
known as on-call scheduling. But finally,
thanks to a new law passed by the New
York City Council, with Mayor de Blasio
set to sign it soon, on-call scheduling
will be a thing of the past. 

The RWDSU is proud to have led the
fight against on-call scheduling, which
disrupts workers’ lives and their families’
lives by requiring them to keep themselves
available when they are not scheduled to
work with no guarantee of an actual work
shift. We work with retail workers, both
unionized and nonunionized, every day.
And we know how on-call scheduling
has made it impossible for workers to
take a needed second job or plan for the
basic necessities of their lives, including
child care, education, or medical care.
That’s why the passage of Intro. 1387 is
so important.

The law bans New York City
employers from scheduling workers to
be on call. Employers will not be able to
cancel a shift within 72 hours of the

start of the shift except under extreme
conditions like a natural disaster.
Employers can only add shifts within 72
hours with workers’ consent. The new
law takes away from employers a cruel,
exploitative computer-driven system
designed to optimize employer profits
while sacrificing any considerations for
working men and women. It will restore
control and balance to the lives of
working people in New York City.

We applaud the city council’s action,
and look forward to the mayor signing
this bill into law. The de Blasio
Administration’s partnership with the
RWDSU to support workers sets a
national precedent that will be felt across
the country. It’s important that more
cities recognize the destructive effect of
on-call scheduling and ban the practice. 

Retail workers deserve to thrive, not
just survive. And banning on-call
scheduling is an important part of
setting an environment
where retail workers
can move forward
and build better
lives. 

Retail workers deserve to thrive,
not just survive.

The new law will restore control
and balance to the lives of
working people in New York City.

Our Perspective

NYC Sends a Message by
Banning On-Call Scheduling
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city must create 
harsher penalties for con-
tractors who illegally put up 
unauthorized Department of 
Transportation signs reserv-
ing street space around con-
struction sites, the leader of 
a Cobble Hill civic group de-
manded this week.

Members of that group 
have been battling for weeks 
with the builders of contro-
versial luxury apartment at 
the site of Long Island Col-
lege Hospital who they say are 
scarfing up spots they have 
no right to with signs given 
to them by the city for pre-
vious jobs while car-owning 
residents up getting tickets for 
parking in spaces that were 
rightfully theirs.

“It seems like there’s a pro-
cess there by which parking 
spaces can be taken illegally 
by construction companies 
and unknowing and law-abid-
ing parkers are getting tickets 
and really have no recourse,” 
said Amy Breedlove, who is 
the president of the Cobble 
Hill Association. 

Since Builder Scala Con-
tracting Company — the con-
tractor hired by the project’s 
developer Fortis Property 
Group —  put up two “No 
parking anytime” and “No 

Cobble Hill Association: Punish contractor who put up phony LICH parking signs!

standing” signs on Henry 
Street between Pacific and 
Amity streets earlier this year , 
approximately 80 people re-
ceived $115 tickets — $9,200 
in penalties — for parking 
in two spaces the signs af-
fected. 

The Department of Trans-
portation inspected the signs 
in March and slapped the con-
tractor with violation that 
came with two $150 fines 
— one when the illegal signs 
were first discovered and the 
other a week later when they 
weren’t removed, said an 
agency spokeswoman.

The signs were then dis-

mounted, but people who have 
already paid their tickets have 
no way to get their money 
back, said Breedlove. 

“I asked ‘What about the 
people who have already paid 
their tickets’ and we were told 
‘There’s nothing really you 
can do about it,’ ” she said. 

And those who haven’t paid 
up have to go to traffic court 
and provide evidence to get 
their case dismissed, some-
thing that isn’t even guaran-
teed and depends on the judge 
said Breedlove. 

A coalition of local pols 
including state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Cobble Hill), 

Assemblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon (D-Cobble Hill), Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, and 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D-Carroll Gardens) sent a 
letter to the departments of 
transportation and finance 
— the agency in charge of 
parking tickets — on May 8 
demanding they rescind the 
fines and refund those who 
have paid. 

The city has not responded, 
according to a rep from 
Squadron’s office. 

A Fortis spokeswoman told 
the Brooklyn Eagle in April  it 
would “of course” reimburse 
anyone who received a ticket 
if the signs were deemed un-
authorized , but a rep refused 
to say whether it would follow 
through on its promise when 
contacted for this article.  

Instead, a spokeswoman 
disputed the legitimacy of the 
complaints, referring to the 
signs — which she claimed 
Fortis knew nothing about —  
as “allegedly non-permitted” 
and argued coverage of the is-
sue had been exaggerated. 

“The reporting on this mat-
ter is inaccurate and has been 
blown out of proportion,” said 
rep Lauren Hovey. 

But the city has already 
spoken by issuing the notice 
of violations, and its denial of 
the signs is just  making res-

idents wary of other lies the 
developer might tell  through-
out its construction of several 
towers, said Breedlove. 

Contractors buy the “no 
parking” signs from the De-
partment of Transportation, 
which then issues a permit to 
builders to put them up. Scala 
received authorization for the 
placards on two other streets. 
But contractors don’t have to 
return the signs when they 
complete construction, said 
a transportation department 

spokeswoman, and could the-
oretically put them up around 
the city until they get caught, 
worries Breedlove. 

“The only recourse is hav-
ing the Cobble Hill Associa-
tion receive all the complaints 
from neighbors,” she said. 

Breelove said she’s wait-
ing for the city to reply to the 
politicians’ letter before mak-
ing her next move. 

Scala did not return a re-
quest for comment. 

Seeing red over parking spots

Phony no-parking signs stick out of the construction 
shed on Henry Street.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They made history in 
Brighton Beach!

Hundreds of marchers de-
scended on Little Odessa for 
 the first-ever Russian-speak-
ing Pride March on May 20 . 
Brighton Beach is  known for 
its conservative values that 
many of its immigrant resi-
dents brought with them from 
the former Soviet Union , but 
marchers proudly stood tall as 
they walked along the board-
walk to show their neighbors 
that they refuse to hide, said 
Luis Santiago, from the group 
ACT UP New York, which 
is committed to ending the 
AIDS crisis. 

“There was a great spirit of 
stepping up. We are here, and 
you have to deal with it. We are 
never going to be invisible,” 
said 60-year-old Santiago, 
who came out as gay in his 
hometown in Puerto Rico at 

Pride marched on the Beach 

age 17. “I think it went pretty 
well. As part of our work, we 
also support fights against 
acts of discrimination that 
make the fight against AIDS 
more difficult. Homophobia 
is one of them.”

Santiago said he has hope 
for the Russian community, 
because the overwhelmingly 
Catholic and Spanish-speak-
ing neighborhoods that he is 
familiar with have recently 
come a long way with their 

tolerance toward the LGBTQ 
community.

“It reminded me of when I 
came out in the Hispanic com-
munity, Puerto Rico in par-
ticular, there was that initial 
reaction of people. But time 
goes by, and they learn more 
about what it is to be gay,” he 
said. “So I hope the same hap-
pens with the Russian-speak-
ing communities.”

The parade went off with-
out untoward altercations, 
said organizer Lyosha Gor-
shkov,  from RUSA LGBT, a 
U.S.-based network of Rus-
sian-speaking LGBTQ immi-
grants and their allies.

“We are making some his-
tory there in Brighton Beach. 
We expected some provoca-
tion, but thank God it didn’t 
happen, and we were well-
protected by the police,” said 
Gorshkov, who identifies as 
queer and moved from Russia 
to Midwood in 2014. 

Anton Churchin and Andrey Popov supported the 
LGBTIQ community during the Brighton Beach 
Pride March on May 20.
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SWEET DEAL!

Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢
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Pepsi

DELICIOUS!
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$$399399Mixed 
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2269$$
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4949¢¢ $$33forfor22
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Gold Pineapples Tomatoes on the Vine

lb.lb.9999¢¢ $$1212forfor199199
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K

Hamburger
and Hotdog Buns
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¢¢

$$55forfor33
Iced Teas

K

Romaine Hearts

2299$$

ORGANIC

$$55forfor22
Tostitos and Salsa Hot Dogs

$$299299

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

lary Street  that will improve 
access to the spiffy gateway. 
The spruced up entrance will 
also boast  a two-story bronze 
sculpture of an arm with the 
hand’s index finger pointing 
to the sky  by artist Hank Wil-
lis Thomas on Tillary and Ad-
ams streets. 

Members of Community 
Board 2 had various reac-
tions to the street appendage, 
but Perris ( a recent guest on 
Brooklyn Paper Radio ) said 

that people should just wait 
and see it for themselves be-
fore forming an opinion. 

“As someone who enjoys 
public art it, is always a dif-
ferent experience to see art in 
person than it is to see a rep-
resentation of art,” he said. “I 
would encourage people to 
hold their judgments until it 
is actually installed.”

In other Brooklyn Bridge 
news, the other side of it is 
still lands in Manhattan, at 
the so-called “City Hall.”

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve changed lanes 
… again!

The Department of Trans-
portation finally came up 
with a winning plan for a 
bike lane on Jay Street be-
tween York and Prospect 
streets in Dumbo after five 
presentations to Community 
Board 2’s transportation com-

mittee. The final proposal, 
which would include two ded-
icated bike lanes on the one-
way street, was the result of 
several hours of discussions 
with city officials and drew 
approval from panel mem-
bers who cheered the city’s 
willingness to listen. 

“It’s great, thank you for 
being responsive,” said Brian 
Howald, who sits on the trans-

portation committee. 
The panel voted to approve 

the plan by a tally of 9–0 with 
one abstention. 

The latest iteration pro-
poses installing a six-foot 
bike lane for Downtown-
bound cyclists riding against 
traffic that is protected by a 
three-foot striped buffer and 
parking lane. There will be 
another six-foot bike lane on 

The Vascular Institute
of New York
Welcomes 

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
Vascular Surgeon

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
960 50th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11219

www.VascularNYC.com 
Call for your appointment

718-438-0067
Open Mondays–Sundays
8AM-6PM

Dr. Blumberg is a Board-certified internist
who has dedicated 100% of her time 

to the management of vascular diseases. 
Working in a modern 

4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, 
Dr. Blumberg focuses 

on minimally invasive techniques that target 
women and underserved minorities.

City plan for Jay St 
bike lane approved

Existing

Proposed

A before-and-after shot of Jay Street in Dumbo.
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the other side of the street 
closest to York Street station 
for waterfront-bound riders, 
next to a traffic lane for driv-
ers cruising in the same di-
rection.

The new plan is a big turn-
around from the city’s Feb-
ruary proposal in which it 
suggested riders pedaling 
toward Downtown cycle in 
a “contra-flow” lane — or 
one headed in the opposite 
direction of traffic — that 
was separated from oncom-
ing vehicles by mere yellow 
lines.  The community board 
hated the idea  and told the 
transportation department it 
needed to do more to protect 
those uphill cyclists from the 
3,000 pound hunks of metal 
traveling downhill. 

The city drew up  a popu-
lar plan to install a two-way, 
parking-protected bike lane 
before that , but reps returned 
and claimed it would actu-
ally be dangerous for riders to 
zoom downhill next to a row 
of parked cars that blocked 
their view of traffic. 

Other plans included an-
other contra-flow lane and 
creating two-way traffic on 
the one-way street by using 
sharrows — markings painted 
on the road indicating cars 
should share the road with 
cyclists.

Now that everyone found a 
proposal they are happy with, 
the city will make the changes 
by summer, according to a 
transportation department 
spokeswoman.

Continued from page 1

BRIDGE...

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

Biker gang
Soraya Sheikh, Dahlia Lieb, Nadia Sheikh, Emmett Lieb, and Saul Lieb toured 
Brooklyn libraries for Bike the Branches event.
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Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/22/17-
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FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.
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