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QUIDDITCH PRO QUO
Golden Snitches get stitches as sport of wizards fl ies to Bklyn
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Major League Quidditch players will descend on Brooklyn Bridge Park, where the New York Titans will take on the Boston Knight 
Riders on June 10. Tickets are free, possibly because players will not fly as they do in this wishfully thought-up composite photo 
by our Harry Potter-loving graphic artist.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn legal iconoclast is looking to 
go from the dock to the bench.

The  recently exonerated Sunset Park attor-
ney John O’Hara  is running for a judgeship 
in Brooklyn’s Civil Court. O’Hara — whose 
controversial conviction for voter fraud was 
overturned this past January after 20 years 
and whose license to practice law was also re-
voked until 2008 — believes he brings a fresh 
face to the bench that’s necessary for fairness 
and justice inside the courtroom.

“I bring a perspective that nobody has ever 
seen before,” said O’Hara, who also ran for 
seats both in City Hall and Albany. “When 
you’ve been wrongfully convicted for 20 years 
of a crime, you immerse yourself in the system 
and its pitfalls and the faults, because when 
you’re an attorney and then that license gets 
taken away, you value it even more.”

Then-District Attorney Charles Hynes — 
who was alleged to have a personal vendetta 
against O’Hara for challenging his pal and for-
mer Park Slope Assemblyman James Brennan 
—  charged O’Hara with felony voter fraud in 
1996, for casting a ballot in the wrong elec-
tion district . 

And one year later in 1997, a judge found 
O’Hara guilty on all counts — making him 
the only other person convicted for illegal vot-
ing since suffragette Susan B. Anthony, when 
she cast her own ballot in 1873 before women 
were even allowed to vote — and sentenced 
him to five years probation, $20,000 in fines, 
1,500 hours of community service, and banned 
him from practicing law and voting. 

But under Acting District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez,  a judge overturned O’Hara’s con-
viction six months ago , making this  upcom-
ing election his first run for office as a truly 
free man , he said.

“The feeling is a little strange. Six moths 
ago I was a convicted felon, and now I’m run-
ning for judge,” said O’Hara.

O’Hara’s slate for the Democratic primary 
in September includes himself and five other 
candidates, as part of what he is calling a 
“rage against the machine” to challenge the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party’s status quo of 
choosing who gets the gavel. 

The party’s Judicial Screening Committee 
nominates a candidate through the screening 
process and then backs them — but the process 
is far from independent, and O’Hara’s slate of six 
is looking to take on the machine, he said. 

“Rhe whole so-called independent judicial 
screening panel is not very independent. We 
have nothing to do with that,” he said. “Ma-
chine-backed candidates, those are the peo-
ple we are running against. We are all inde-

pendent candidates.”
Of the six seats for countywide civil court 

judge up for election this year, three incum-
bent justices — Robin Sheares, Carolyn Wade, 
and Frederick Arriaga — are all running for 
re-election, and because they already have the 
backing of the county party none of them are 
facing a serious challenger. 

But O’Hara said that protecting incum-
bents from challengers is a cozy, anti-dem-
ocratic tradition that he and his slate intend 
to buck.

“Where incumbents don’t get a challenger, 
I call that election rigging,” he said. “This is 
their tradition that seems to be adopted. We 
are not playing by those rules — we are run-
ning candidates against the incumbents.”

O’Hara’s slate includes Sandra Roper —  
who ran a failed bid for District Attorney 
against Hynes in 2001, and whose own alleg-
edly retaliatory felony theft charges were later 
dropped. O’Hara said he plans to announce 
the other four candidates next week.

The Kings County Democratic Party is sup-
porting attorneys Connie Melendez, David 
Pepper, and Patria Frias-Colon for the three 
open seats, and the party’s tradition is not 
to oppose a qualified incumbent, said party 
spokesman Bob Liff, who declined to com-
ment on O’Hara’s slate.  

“It is a long-standing policy and tradition 
that the Executive Committee does not op-
pose incumbents seeking re-election who 
have been found qualified by the screening 
panel,” he said. 

Bench him!
Exonerated John O’Hara to Bklyn: 
Make me a judge next November

Sunset Park attorney John O’Hara is 
running a slate of six candidates, in-
cluding himself, for Civil Court Judge.
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By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a battle of the broomsticks! 
Major League Quidditch rivals 

the New York Titans and the Bos-
ton Knight Riders will descend 
on Brooklyn Bridge Park on June 
10 for a three-match series of the 
high-flying game popularized by 
the Harry Potter children’s books 
— but the winner of this face-off 

will be crowned without any play-
er’s feet leaving the ground. 

Aspiring Quidditch stars may 
start out as wannabe wizards, but 
a league spokesman said it does not 
take long for them to tap athletic 

ability once they hit the field. 
“People come to Quidditch for 

Harry Potter, but people stay for the 
sport and the athleticism,” said Major 
League Quidditch’s Jack McGovern. 
“It’s a chance to be active and play a 
unique sport with all genders.”

The coed sport is based off of 
a game that Potter and his fellow 
wizards play on brooms, which soar 
above the ground in the fictional se-

ries. But the mere muggles who com-
pete in Major League Quidditch, a 
game that combines elements of bas-
ketball, dodgeball, and rugby, do so 
on both feet, while holding a broom-
like stick between their legs — a rule 
that makes the game more challeng-
ing, according to McGovern. 

“We kind of think of it like a 
handicap, like in basketball where 

EXCLUSIVE

See POTTER  on page 6

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s time to pay the piper.
The Environmental Protection Agency 

will start issuing penalties to polluters who 
continue to stall the Gowanus Canal cleanup, 
said the man in charge of the cleanse at a 
May 23 monthly community advisory group 
meeting. 

“I’ve worked for a long time with them 
and it’s come to the point where we mean 
business,” said Christos Tsiamis, the agen-
cy’s project manager. “I’ve listed six or seven 
actions they need to do in a time frame. Any 
time they do not respond to that, they’re in 
noncompliance, so then we go to the legal 
part and there are penalties that accrue.” 

A group of polluters including National 
Grid, Amareda Hess, and Honeywell refuse 
to follow the Feds’ timeline for cleaning the 
noxious waterway and insist on repeating al-
ready completed studies to drag out the pro-
cess, according to Tsiamis, who first reported 
news of the delay at April’s meeting. Now 
the cleanse, instead of finishing in 2022 as 
scheduled, likely  will not be complete until 
at least the later half of the decade  — even 
if the polluters decide to cooperate.  

“I can tell you right now it’s not going to 
happen in 2022,” he said.

Tsiamis told the room he hoped the contami-
nators would get their act together, but they still 
refuse to play ball. In one case, they wanted 
to use one general contractor for the work re-

Clean up 
…or else
Gowanus polluters 
fi ne threat looming

See CANAL  on page 4

BERNIE’S BACK IN BROOKLYN TAKING ON TRUMP

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

He’s Bernin’ up!
Brooklyn-born Vermont Sen. Ber-

nie Sanders denounced racism, sexism, 
and xenophobia during his address to 
graduates of Brooklyn College at the 
Barclays Center on May 30, and used 
the podium to unleash a thinly veiled 
attack on President Trump.

“If we are prepared to stand to-
gether, if we take on greed and self-
ishness, if we refuse to allow dema-
gogues to divide us up, there is no end 
to what the great people of our nation 
can accomplish,” said the James Mad-
ison High School alum, who didn’t 
utter Trump’s name. “You know, and 

I know, that these are tough times in 
our country. But looking out at the 
beautiful people in front of me, I have 
enormous confidence in the future of 
our country.”

The  Flatbush-native  and former 
presidential hopeful, who attended 
Brooklyn College in 1959 but ended 
up graduating from the University of 
Chicago in 1964, made the comments 
before a  profoundly diverse class  of 
more than 4,100 — many of whom are 
immigrants or the children of immi-
grants from  more than 143 countries, 
and who speak nearly 100 different 
languages.  His address came during 
a time when the school itself has been 
rocked by  anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic 

rhetoric , caught in the middle of the 
complex Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
fighting to ultimately become a “ sanc-
tuary campus ” for undocumented stu-
dents, and criticized surrounding the 
City University of New York’s deci-
sion to  invite Palestinian-American 
activist Linda Sarsour to speak at its 
commencement .

The self-proclaimed Democratic So-
cialist implored the graduating Bull-
dogs to stand up to hateful rhetoric, as 
someone whose own childhood was 
shaped by his family fleeing anti-Sem-
itism and the Holocaust, he said. 

“From that experience, what was 
indelibly stamped on me was the un-
derstanding that we must never allow 

demagogues to divide us up by race, 
by religion, by national origin, by gen-
der or sexual orientation,” said Sanders 
during his speech. “Black, white, La-
tino, Asian American, Native Ameri-
can, Christian, Jew, Muslim, and ev-
ery religion, straight or gay, male or 
female, we must stand together. This 
country belongs to all of us.”

Sanders also addressed the coun-
try’s shrinking middle class and the 
deepening pockets of the one percent 
— a favorite theme of his from the 
campaign trail, along which he also 
returned to his roots to stump outside 
his childhood home last April. 

And Sanders offered the graduates 
one final message before they moved 

their tassels to the other side and threw 
their caps in the air — to not sit idly 
by, but to stand up and fight for what 
they believe in. 

“So today, as you graduate Brook-
lyn College, my message to you is very 
simple. Think big, not small, and help 
us create the nation that we all know we 
can become,” he said to loud cheers.

A handful of other politicians also 
addressed the crowd, including Sen. 
Chuck Schumer, Public Advocate Leti-
cia James, Borough President Adams, 
and Councilman Jumaane Williams 
(D–Midwood), who is also a Brook-
lyn College alum. 

The school awarded Sanders with an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.

Sanders slams Trump, celebrates diversity
From left: Brooklyn College awarded Sen. Bernie Sanders with an honorary degree after he met with college president Michelle Anderson and delivered the commence-
ment address to graduates at Barclays Center on May 30.
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Former presidential hopeful warns against demagogues at Brooklyn College commencement
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Bus and train or friends and family? Half the people who work here at Industry City  
live nearby, and they’re looking for neighbors. Industry City boasts three times more 
jobs than in 2013. Your prospects for work / life balance just went up. Industry City:  
Develop your story here.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development services,  
and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

“I was thinking about my son 

going to pre-school and was 

trying to figure out where the 

next freelance job was coming 

from. Right at that time, I got 

the call from Industry City’s 

Innovation Lab: I got the job.

DARRYLE HAWES

Bed-Stuy Resident 

Machine Expert, Modo
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ZONE 1
Uthman QUEENS

#knowyourzone

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Everyone is invited to this 
garden party. 

Caretakers of Prospect 
Park are asking community 
members for ideas to revive 
the Rose Garden, a once-vi-
brant patch of Brooklyn’s 
Backyard that has withered 
due to years of neglect.

“It was almost a botanic 
garden before the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden opened,” 
said Prospect Park Alli-
ance spokeswoman Debo-
rah Kirschner. “But the park 
went through periods of de-
cline, and the Rose Garden 
fell into disuse.”

The conservancy, work-
ing with local environmen-
tal planning group Hester 
Street Collaborative, will 
host a workshop on June 10 
at which park lovers can tour 
the garden and suggest new 
plans for the space, which sits 
near the Vale of Cashmere, 
inside a 26-acre parcel that 
is now being revitalized with 
the help of  four weed-munch-
ing goats . 

The barren Rose Gar-
den will then, according to 
another Prospect Park Al-
liance rep, be planted with 
7,000 pinwheels for an ex-
hibit that opens July 7. 

“There will be an art 
installation as a way of get-
ting people up to the area,” 

transform the playground into 
the Rose Garden, which was 
then the park’s crowning bo-
tanical achievement. 

The city built fountains 
in the garden in the 1960s, 
but they quickly broke down 
and the area began its decline 
into disuse. 

The space is now a garden 

in name only, and while park 
workers diligently maintain 
the quiet patch, it does little 
to attract patrons, according 
to Kirschner.

“A lot of people don’t even 
know it’s there, and that’s what 
made us interested in mak-
ing it more amenable to the 
public,” she said.

Lucy Gardner said.
The garden’s use has varied 

since Prospect Park opened 
150 years ago. 

The green space’s designer, 
Frederick Law Olmsted, des-
ignated the area as an oasis 
for borough tots named the 
Children’s Playground and 
for years it was filled with 
Victorian-era playthings that 
included the park’s first car-
ousel, which was drawn by 
real horses. 

Park honchos then hired 
the architectural firm McKim, 
Mead, and White around the 
turn of the 20th century to 

Planting a new Rose Garden
P’Park offi cials seek ideas to revive forgotten patch 

The Prospect Park Alliance is planting 7,000 pinwheels in the Rose Garden in an attempt to lure park pa-
trons to the often overlooked corner of the green space.
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(Above) The Rose Gar-
den as it appeared 
around the turn of the 
century. (Right) An 1897 
photo of a girl lounging 
on a lily pad in the Rose 
Garden section of Pros-
pect Park.
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NOW OFFERING

BIKE RENTALS!

OVER 50 BIKES AVAILABLE
Rental hours: Pickup: 9–11am, Closed 11am–4pm, Return: 4–6pm

 3sp Dutch Cruzers
 Brooklyn Cruzers

 Electra Townies
 Tandems

 Recumbents
 Child Seats

AND WEEKDAYS BY APPOINTMENT

WE ALSO DO TOURS: RollingOrangeBikes.com

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource

Program is a 

caregiver support 

service at  

New York Memory 

Center. We’re here 

to help family 

members caring 

for a loved one 

with memory loss.

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

  WE OFFER:

This program is funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

Registration is required for all programs.

Memory Arts Café – 
Caregiver Support Group

Yoga for Caregivers –

Tai Chi for Caregivers –
More dates for Caregiver Nutrition, Education, and Memory Arts Cafes 

coming soon!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t call it a “miss”-no-
mer! 

Community Board 2’s 
transportation committee 
voted to co-name a Brook-
lyn Heights street for Emily 
Warren Roebling, who helped 
oversee the construction of 
the Brooklyn Bridge from 
her house in the Heights after 
her husband, chief engineer 
Washington Roebling, was 
stricken with the bends. 

“She is very brave and 
a wonderful woman,” said 
Boerum Hill resident Bill Har-
ris. “She deserves this and I 
think it would be a wonder-
ful thing.” 

The committee voted 9–0 
with one abstention (due to 
lateness) to approve the appli-
cation to co-name Columbia 
Heights between Pineapple 
and Orange streets “Emily 
Warren Roebling Way.” 

The Roeblings lived nearby 
while Washington was work-
ing on the bridge, but when he 
got a case of what was then 
called Cassions Disease that 
confined him to his bed, Em-
ily assumed her husband’s du-
ties and became the face of 
the project, overseeing con-
struction and schmoozing 
with journalists and politi-
cians during a time when 
women, who still couldn’t 

Panel votes to co-name Heights 
street the ‘Emily Roebling Way’

This stretch of Columbia Heights between Pineap-
ple and Orange streets could be named for Emily 
Warren Roebling (left), who oversaw the construc-
tion of the Brooklyn Bridge from her home there.
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vote, were kept in the back-
ground. 

People gossiped that she 
was the true genius behind 
the Brooklyn Bridge and when 
construction finished in 1883, 
she was the first person to 
cross the span. 

Silhouettes of Emily, her 
husband, and her father-in-law 
John Roebling form a sculp-
ture at the foot of the bridge 
and a plaque on the landmark 
also honors the trio. 

But the street co-naming 
would be the only known trib-
ute to Emily and will ensure 
her legacy lives, according to 
a local pol who endorsed it af-

ter his former employee sug-
gested the idea. 

“Emily Warren Roebling 
is an integral figure in our 
borough’s and our city’s his-
tory and this street co-nam-
ing will honor her enduring 
and ever-developing legacy,” 
said Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Boerum Hill).

Local civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Associ-
ation also supports the co-
naming, according to a rep 
from Levin’s office.

It will move onto a full 
board vote at Community 
Board 2’s general meeting 
on June 14.

quired in the Fourth Street Ba-
sin, despite the Feds’ demand 
the job be divided among sev-
eral — and now the agency is 
tired of tapping its toes. 

“We basically received a re-
sponse to our comments say-
ing they don’t agree with us,” 
said Tsiamis. “We have been 
very patient in that process. 
The patience stops here.”

Tsiamis sent an e-mail to the 
polluters on May 19 to inform 
them they are on notice and will 

rack up penalties — which will 
be decided later — each time 
they refuse to cooperate.

“Please consider this to be 
an advance notice that any fu-
ture failure to fully and timely 
comply with EPA’s directives 
related to the dredging pilot 
may result in a formal deter-
mination of noncompliance,” 
he said in the e-mail. 

The polluters have yet to re-
spond to Tsiamis’s letter. 

A spokeswoman for Na-
tional Grid claims the utility 

company is doing what it can 
to push the process along, but 
is being held to a “more am-
bitious timeline” than typical 
Superfund cleanups. 

The company received ap-
proval from the Public Service 
Commission — which over-
sees the state’s utilities — in 
December  to add a two percent 
surcharge to customers’ bills 
to pay for the cleanup . But the 
regulatory arm will review the 
increase before National Grid 
can implement it, to ensure the 
company is not wasting money 
on expenses unnecessary to the 
cleanup, according to a com-
mission spokesman. 

Continued from page 1

CANAL…

The Environmental Protection Agency crews work 
on the cleanup of the Gowanus Canal last October, 
but paying for the cleanse could get messy.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i 



June 2–8, 2017 AWP  5Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Now is the Time to Take Advantage, So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548) • Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right play  
with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 3 convenient locations

with a new offi ce in Midwood.
THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK IS

THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER THAT
SPECIALIZES IN VASCULAR MEDICINE.

 Varicose Veins  Leg Wounds  Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
 Cardiac Artery Blockage  Blockage of Artery in Leg

 Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

 Laser Procedures  Vein Injections
 Angioplasty and Stent

718-438-3800

ELEANORA

IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA

BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE

MARKS, MDENRICO

ASCHER, MD

ANIL

HINGORANI, MD

RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
)Maintain a strong connection with your child

)Set reasonable limits and expectations
)Address sensory needs at home and in the community

)Reduce personal and familial stress
)Respond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City
Council Autism Awareness Initiative.

Dates:  June 5, June 12, June 19 and June 26, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Ramapo for Children (Address provided upon registration)

Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 
The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

advanced registration is requested.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

you have to dribble the ball 
or in hockey where you play 
on skates,” he said. “In Quid-
ditch, one hand has to be hold-
ing the broom and that makes 
it more difficult and fun.”

Continued from page 1

POTTER

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

A yacht owned by a Rus-
sian oligarch that has  floated 
in Gravesend Bay for more 
than a month  — and drifted 
there throughout President 
Trump’s first visit to the city 
since taking office — is sit-
ting idle because it is illegal 
for the vessel to dock. 

The massive German-made 
ship Le Grand Bleu is owned 
by Russian-born billionaire 
and oil tycoon Eugene Shvi-
dler — who became a U.S. 
citizen in 1994 — and flies 
Bermuda’s flag. And because 
the vessel is not a U.S.-flagged 
ship, was not constructed in 
the U.S., and is not crewed 
exclusively by U.S. citizens, 
federal law prohibits the boat 
from directly sailing from one 
American port to the next. 

The  Merchant Marine Act 
of 1920 , also known as the 
Jones Act, regulates mari-
time commerce on domes-
tic waters and solely allows 
U.S. ships to sail from one 
local port to the next with 
ease. Originally intended to 
promote U.S. shipping, it is a 
law that has since rocked the 
boat for those who man for-
eign flagged ships to avoid 
steep U.S. taxes or sidestep 
regulations,  according to mar-
itime lawyer Jim Walker . 

Shvidler’s ship set sail from 
Florida on April 13 and cast 
anchor in Gravesend Bay on 
April 16, where it has and will 

Billionaire won’t pay for yacht parking
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remain for as long as he’s in 
town, unless he wants to in-
cur a hefty fine for docking in 
New York Harbor or run the 
risk of the government tow-
ing away his football field-
length vessel. 

Penalties for pulling up to 

a pier in violation of the Jones 
Act vary with the value of the 
merchandise the boat is car-
rying or of the cost of trans-
portation — whichever tal-
lies up to a higher sum — but 
can easily soar into the mil-
lions. In fact, in April the De-

partment of Justice slapped 
an Alsakan company a whop-
ping $10 million fine for us-
ing a Chinese ship to trans-
port gear from the Gulf of 
Mexico to Alaska —  the fee 
is the largest in history of the 
Jones Act . 

It is possible to get a waiver, 
but only in extreme circum-
stances where it is considered 
necessary in the interest of na-
tional defense. For the Exxon 
Valdez spill in 1989, for in-
stance, waivers were granted 
for foreign-flag oil skimming 
barges to  help clean the mess 
until U.S. vessels could re-
place the ships . 

But Shivdler can — and 
probably has — take his 
speedboat out for a spin and 
 set foot in the city for a tamer 
$300 fee . 

Le Grand Bleu was given to 
Shivdler in 2006 by his busi-
ness partner and fellow bil-
lionaire Roman Abramov-
ich, who is a pal of Russian 
President Valdamir Putin. The 
vessel comes complete with 
a 65-person crew, helicopter, 
aquarium, and speedboat. 

It’s unclear how long Shiv-
dler plans to anchor in the 
bay and what business has 
brought him to New York, 
and we could not reach him 
for comment or even to get a 
free tour of the yacht. 

Billionaire Eugene Shvidler’s yacht Le Grand Blue, anchored in Gravesend Bay 
for more than a month, is serviced by a tender on May 23. The Manhattan sky-
line is in the background.

while chasers try to throw 
balls into hoops guarded by 
keepers, and beaters hurl more 
balls at their opponents to slow 
their offense. 

Each ball through a hoop 
earns a team 10 points and 
catching the snitch is worth 
30, and the squad with the 
most points at the end wins.

The sport was founded in 
2005 at Vermont’s Middle-
bury College, according to the 
U.S. Quidditch association. 
Sixteen teams from across the 
country and Canada compete 
in Major League Quidditch, 
and the top 12 will travel to 
Texas for this year’s champi-
onship in August.    

Teams are comprised of 
seven players — one seeker, 
three chasers, two beat-
ers, and one keeper — who 
rack up points as they battle 
to catch a golden Snitch, a 
runner dressed in yellow with 
a velcro “tail” that must be 
snagged for a game to end.  

Seekers chase the snitch 

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Feltman’s of Coney Island has returned to the People’s 
Playground, where the restaurant’s founder invented the hot 
dog 150 years ago. Hot dog aficionados trekked from across 
the borough and the city to sink their teeth into a frank from 
Feltman’s of Coney Island at the Surf Avenue restaurant’s 
grand opening on May 29. And it easily beat Nathan’s Fa-
mous for flavor, said one Feltman’s fan.

“It had a lot more flavor than the normal Nathan’s hot 

Hot dog history
Feltman’s returns to Coney

Michael Quinn aims to make 
Feltman’s of Coney Island 
the go-to Coney dog spot.
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dog,” said Bay Ridg-
ite Carl DeSciura, who 
shelled out $4.25 for a 
frank with sauerkraut 
and mustard. ”It was just 
juicer, fatter. It has a nice 
flavor.” 

Made from uncured 
beef, the 8-inch dog is 
seasoned with Feltman’s 
original secret spice mix 
from 1867, and the succu-
lent sausage even comes 
in a smaller, skinless ver-
sion for kids — to elimi-
nate the choking hazard 
of a casing. 

But frankly, even some 
grown-ups devoured the 
red hots with such relish 
that they may have  risked 
a choking hazard of their 
own.

“I kind of inhaled it. 
It was delicious,” said 
Iris Bahr, who trekked to Coney for the first time from the 
distant isle of Manhattan just for a bite of the original hot 
dog. “I ate it so fast it’s hard for me to recall what exactly 
it tasted like.” 

A century and a half ago, Coney Island vittles vendor 
Charles Feltman had the bright idea to wrap his sizzling 
sausage in a piece of bread so customers would easily hold 
it and nosh as they strolled the Boardwalk, thus creating 
one of the most iconic —and convenient — items of Amer-
ican cuisine. 

In fact, it was Feltman who taught a young Nathan Handwerker 
everything he knew about franks and buns, but Feltman’s hot 
dogs never got quite as famous as those of his protégé, and 
the original Feltman’s restaurant closed in 1954.

 Recently, a historian-turned-restaurateur, Michael Quinn, 
has revived Feltman’s 1867 recipe and dedicated himself to 
returning the original red hot to the People’s Playground.  

“It’s really great to bring the hot dog back to where it all 
started,” said Quinn, who has another location in Manhat-
tan. “I think sometimes you need to go back to square one 
— take the hot dog and bring it all the way back to Charles 
Feltman. It tastes way different.”

And the franks are healthy to boot, or as healthy as a hot 
dog can be, claims Quinn.

“It’s a completely clean hot dog, no nitrates or fillers,” said 
Quinn. “If there were a healthy hot dog it’d be Feltman’s.”

It has been a long haul, but this summer,  Quinn’s resur-
rected Feltman’s of Coney Island  replaces the shuttered Cy-
clone Cafe and White Castle at W. 10th Street and Surf Av-
enue, which is operated by Luna Park.
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

Caroline Adams 
Georgetown  
University 

Saint Saviour High School  
                

             Congratulates the  
              100th Anniversary  

             Class of 2017! 

Olivia Burek 
Northeastern  

University 

Lauren Duggan 
University of  

Scranton 

100 years creating leaders & #girlbosses 
in Park Slope, Brooklyn! 

2017 Open Houses 
Thursday, October 5: 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22: 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Valedictorian Salutatorian Salutatorian 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops cuffed a guy who al-
legedly hurled homophobic 
slurs at a woman and knocked 
her out by punching her in the 
face on a Downtown-bound 
Q train on May 20. 

The suspect boarded the 
train in Manhattan and made 
an offensive comment under 
his breath, later bumping the 
woman as the locomotive was 
heading towards Brooklyn. 
He began repeatedly yelling 
“You’re a dyke, I’m going to 
swing on the dyke,” and pro-
ceeded to bash her in the face 
— knocking her temporar-
ily unconscious, according 
to a report. 

Police arrested the man 
once he tried to flee DeKalb 
Avenue station and the woman 
was taken to to the hospi-
tal, where she was given 10 
stitches. 

Stolen seats
Some sneak swiped a pair 

of fancy armchairs off Main 
Street while they were being 
moved on May 23. 

The guy moving the Fritz 
Hensen Series 7 blonde wood 
swivel armchairs told cops he 
was transporting the seats 
from near Front Street to 
Washington Street around 
2:50 am, and had left them 
out on the street. 

But when he went to fin-

Homophobe knocks woman out

ish the job, he discovered they 
had been taken, according to 
a report.

Shot
Police are hunting for a 

bruiser who shot a guy who 
was walking on Front Street 
on May 25.

A man was strolling near 
Bridge Street at 3:13 pm when 
he heard two shots, felt pain 
in his leg, and dropped to the 
ground, according to cops. He 
noticed had been shot and 
called 911, but didn’t see any-
one else around.

Bag run
A thief snatched a woman’s 

bag as she was about to get 
off the 3 train at Clark Street 
Station on May 21.

The 52-year-old lady got 
up to step off the Manhat-
tan-bound red bullet as it was 
approaching the station near 
Henry Street at 5:30 am, po-
lice said. 

As the doors were open-
ing, the creep pushed her back 
in, took her bag, and fled, ac-
cording to a report. 

Her bag contained $200, 
a bank check, shoes, a pock-
etbook, and clothes, author-
ities said. 

Bridge blunder 
Two cads attacked and 

robbed a man as he was walk-
ing on the Manhattan Bridge 
in the early morning hours 
of May 23.

The victim told police he 
was strolling on the span’s 
pedestrian walkway toward 
Brooklyn and had approached 
the Brooklyn Tower when 
one of the punks grabbed 
his hands from behind. 

A struggle ensued and 
the jerk punched the vic-
tim in the face, according 
to a report. 

As they were scuffling, 
the other weasel went 
through the guy’s pock-
ets and took his iPhone 6, 
wallet, license, debit card, 
and $290, authorities said.
 — Lauren Gill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hitting the club
Bandits broke into a Clin-

ton Avenue nightclub and stole 
more than $15,000 from a cash 
dispenser on May 26. 

Someone broke through 
the wall of the club be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 

Fulton Street around 2 am 
and damaged two automated 
teller machines, according 
to cops. 

Cash was only taken from 
one machine, but the thieves 
got away with $15,700, ac-
cording to the report.

Lean and glean
A nogoodnik snatched a 

woman’s wallet while she rode 
a bus on May 26.

The woman told police 
that she was riding the B38 
around 3:09 pm when she felt 
someone leaning on her bag. 
When she arrived at her des-
tination near Vanderbilt and 
Myrtle Avenues, she realized 
her wallet was missing, ac-
cording to cops. 

The thief got away with 
several of her credit cards 
and a learner’s permit, ac-
cording to the report. 

Not so fast
Cops arrested a man who 

they say tried to steal a wom-
an’s smartphone on DeKalb 
Avenue on May 22. 

The woman told police that 
she had just left a gym near S. 
Oxford Street around 2:46 am 
when a man grabbed her from 
behind, snatched her phone, 
and ran off with it. 

She began to run after the 
man to retrieve her phone, 
when she noticed police of-
ficers and asked for assis-
tance, according to the po-
lice report. 

After a neighborhood 
search, the woman identified 
the man to officers, who ar-
rested him at a park, author-
ities said. 

Group assault
A gang of teens attacked 

a teenage girl riding the G 
train on May 28. 

The 15-year-old girl told 
police that she boarded the 
Queens-bound car at Lafay-
ette Avenue and Fulton Street, 
and a group entered the train 
at Clinton and Washington 
avenues around 2:30 am. At 
that point, one of them be-
gan accusing her of being 
with her boyfriend, the girl 
told cops. 

Police said one of the punks 
repeatedly punched the young 
victim in the head and arms, 
and ran off with her smart-
phone at the next stop, ac-
cording to cops.

Train attack
A blade-wielding villain 

attacked a man on a B train 
near Flatbush Avenue on 
May 26.

The man told cops the Co-
ney Island-bound train was 
near Hanson Place around 
9 pm when a man started 
screaming at other riders. 
When the victim attempted 
to calm down the irate man, 
he lunged at him with a sharp 
object and fled, according to 
cops. 

Police said the victim suf-
fered a cut between his mid-
dle and ring fingers, accord-
ing to the report.

Sneaker snatch
A couple of cretins attacked 

a man for a pair of kicks in 
a DeKalb Avenue park on 
May 21. 

The man told police that 
he was walking in the green 
space near Washington Park 
around 11 pm when two men 
approached him and said he 
had “nice shoes.” 

At that point, one of the 
brutes punched the victim in 
the head repeatedly, while the 
other held onto his legs and 
removed his sneakers. 

After the robbery, the vic-
tim noticed that his right leg 
was bleeding and walked to 
a nearby hospital, where he 
was treated for two puncture 
wounds on his calf, accord-
ing to the report. 

— Alexandra Simon

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

iThief
Cops arrested a worker at a 

Flatbush Avenue chain store 
for allegedly stealing more 
than $6,000 worth of iPhones 
from his employer in a spree 
beginning on May 2.

A manager told police the 
suspect, who worked at the 
retailer near Atlantic Ave-
nue, nabbed six top-of-the-
line smartphones over the 
course of several weeks, end-
ing on May 19, after which 
he was arrested the follow-
ing day.

Have a beer
Cops have given up the 

hunt for the wacko who hurled 
a beer bottle at a man’s face 
at a Flatbush Avenue bar on 
May 21.

The victim told police he 
was inside the watering hole 

between Bergen Street and 
Sixth Avenue at 1:30 am, 
when the glass bottle sud-
denly sailed through the air 
and broke in his face.

The villain who tossed the 
bottle fled immediately af-
ter the assault, and the vic-
tim was taken to New York 
Methodist Hospital for treat-
ment, cops said.

Party perp
Some jerk stole a wom-

an’s pricey necklace and 
cash at a party she hosted in 
her Sixth Street apartment 
on May 14.

The victim told police she 
was partying it up inside her 
rental between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues beginning at 11 
am, and it wasn’t until about 
seven hours later that she dis-
covered her Tiffany necklace 
and cash were stolen.

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a 

man’s Cannondale bicycle 
he left on Seventh Avenue 
on May 16.

The victim told police he 
parked his bike between Sev-
enth and Eighth streets at 1:30 
pm, and returned about three 
hours later to find his ride 
stolen.

Oh, baby!
A 40-year-old man was ar-

rested for allegedly stealing 
baby monitors from a Flat-
bush Avenue chain store on 
May 9.

A worker told police the 
suspect was inside the retailer 
near Atlantic Avenue at 2:03 
pm, when he nabbed three 
of the one-way walky-talk-
ies and fled through a fire 
exit.

Store security caught the 
whole thing on video surveil-
lance, however, and police ar-
rested their suspect just over 
a week later, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Scooted 
A nogoodnik grabbed 

two scooters from outside a 
home on Union Street some-
time overnight on May 21, 
police said. 

The baddie ran off with the 
two Razor scooters from out-
side the home between Van 
Brunt and Columbia streets 
sometime between 8 pm and 
6:15 am the next day, accord-
ing to authorities. 

No planks
A cur hit a woman with a 

wooden plank inside a store 
on Henry Street on May 30, 
police said.

The malefactor hit the 
25-year-old woman on her 
left foot when she asked the 
punk to return money she 
had lent her inside the store 
between Huntington and W. 
Ninth streets at about noon, 
officials said. 

The baddie fled the store, 
but the victim knows who she 
is, according to authorities. 

Slashed 
Cops cuffed a man for 

slashing another guy with a 
knife inside a deli on Colum-
bia Street on May 28. 

The suspect slashed him 
with the knife inside the store 
between Huntington and W. 
Ninth streets at about 2:45 
pm, but the victim fought 
back in self-defense and hit 
him in the head with a por-
table speaker, according to 
authorities. 

Police arrested the knife-
wielding suspect and charged 
him with assault and pos-
session of a weapon, offi-
cials said. 

For baby 
A jerk swiped a bunch 

of baby goods from a Court 
Street store on May 24, po-
lice said.

The baddie grabbed a box 
of cotton swabs, diapers, pa-
per towels, baby food, and 
baby wash from the store be-
tween First and Second places 
at about 10:45 pm, according 
to authorities. 

Out for lunch 
A lawbreaker stole a wom-

an’s computer and expensive 
jewelry from her home on 
President Street on May 26, 
police said. 

The woman told police 
she left for lunch at noon 
and when she returned home 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets at 3 pm, noticed the 
latch on her door was miss-
ing and her Sony laptop, am-
ethyst ring, suede jacket, gold 
and silver Geneva watch, and 
$400 were all gone, accord-
ing to authorities.  

— Julianne Cuba
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Planned Service Changes 

 

G
WEEKNIGHTS
10:45 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Jun 5 – 9, Jun 12 – 16 

No trains between Court Sq and Bedford-Nostrand Avs

G trains operate between Church Av and Bedford-Nostrand Avs

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

 © 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Travel Alternatives:

 • Free shuttle buses run between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Court Sq, stopping at   

     Myrtle-Willoughby Avs, Flushing Av, Broadway, Metropolitan Av, Nassau Av, 

     Greenpoint Av, and 21 St.

 • Transfer between G trains and free shuttle buses at Bedford-Nostrand Avs. 

                       •  Transfer between free shuttle buses and L trains at Metropolitan Av-Lorimer St.

 • Transfer between free shuttle buses and 7E trains at Court Sq.

Stay Informed

Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 

mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use 

TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.



10  AWP  June 2–8, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500



Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings June 2–8, 2017(718) 260–2500

By The Brooklyn Screen Team
Brooklyn Paper

W
ho needs air conditioning? 

There is no better place to watch 
a classic film than under the stars 

in Brooklyn! This summer’s outdoor films 
screenings are already in full swing, so 
grab your picnic blanket and mosquito re-
pellent, and head to one of these (mostly) 
free screenings:

Rooftop Films
This outdoor summer series, now in 

its 11th year, screens feature films, doc-
umentaries, and short film anthologies at 
five different locations in Brooklyn. Not 
all the spots are actually on roofs, but ev-
ery screening starts with a live music per-
formance, and they often end with drinks 
and a dance party. The newest screening 
spot is the grassy William Vale in Wil-
liamsburg, showing the romantic comedies 
“The Big Sick,” from Michael Showalter 
on June 28; and “The Incredible Jessica 
James,” starring comedian Jessica Wil-
liams, on July 25.

The William Vale (111 N. 12th St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, www.
rooftopfilms.com). $15. See the website 
for other locations, dates, and times.

Rooftop Cinema Club
This film series in Bushwick eliminates 

the threat of noisy neighbors by passing 
out a set of wireless headphones to each 
viewer! The screenings are bring-your-

own-booze, but the site provide glasses 
and mixers. Screenings happen Mondays 
through Thursdays until the end of June. 
Offerings include the recent Disney film 

“Moana,” ’80s monster flick “The Lost 
Boys,” and Alfred Hitchcock’s “North by 
Northwest.” 

At OfficeOpps (57 Thames St. at Knick-

erbocker Avenue in Bushwick, www.roof-
topcinemaclub.com/new-york). Mon–Thu 
at 8:30 pm, through June 28. $17–$23.

Pizza Wine Movie Night
The elevated vineyard Rooftop Reds, on 

top of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, will host a 
“Pizza Wine Movie Night” every Thurs-
day this summer. Your $30 ticket gets you 
two slices of pizza, one glass of wine, and 
access to the rooftop screening. The wine 
makers plan to show ’80s films in June, 
chick flicks in July, sci-fi movies in Au-
gust, and classics in September.

Pizza Wine Movie Night at Rooftop 
Reds in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, Building 
275 [enter at Sands Street and Navy Street, 
(703) 582–8609, www.rooftopreds.com]. 
Thursdays, June 1–Sept. 28. $30.

Best of the Fest
The seventh annual festival of movies 

made entirely by Brooklyn artists offers a 
free glimpse of the best short films from 

Putter there!

It’s a stroke of genius!
A new mini-golf course in Sunset Park will 

make you feel like Godzilla, towering over min-
iature models of the Brooklyn skyline as you pur-
sue a perfect putt around the mini-greens. The 
Brooklyn-themed putt-putt palace in Industry 
City sits behind an old tug boat that has been 
transformed into a seasonal bar and restaurant 
called the Wheelhouse, and the bar owner gave 
the miniscule monuments her tick of approval.

“They’re pretty good renditions,” said An-
gela Krevey, who also owns another popular 
bar on a boat, Manhattan hot spot the Frying 
Pan. “People in the summer are looking to get 
outdoors and just do something fun and casual 
— it’s a hoot.”

The nine-hole putt-putt park, tucked at the back 
of an Industry City courtyard, includes a mock-
up of the Williamsburgh Savings Bank Tower, 
Coney Island’s Wonder Wheel, the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway, an iconic Brooklyn water 
tower, and the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. One 
hole, featuring the Gowanus Canal, incorpo-
rates part of an old row boat found in the nox-
ious waterway.

Players must purchase their putters at the 
nearby Helm Bar, a counter that also serves lobster 
and shrimp rolls, beer, wine, and mixed drinks. 
The Helm also rents ping-pong paddles, which 
can be used at a nearby “arena” — a colorful 
space housing rows of table tennis tables.

The Wheelhouse bar, near the entrance to the 
courtyard, operates out of a now-landlocked tug-
boat that was retired in the late 1960s, and was 
most recently sitting empty on bucolic Staten 
Island. Krevey chose to anchor her latest boat 
at Industry City because of the area’s blend of 
grit and garden, which she likened to a popu-
lar Manhattan walkway.

“We loved the old industrial feel,” she said. 
“We love that kind of feeling of being in the 
courtyard. It felt like it was on the High Line, 
but not really.”

The seasonal spots are part of a “Summer 
Spree” event happening at Industry City, which 
will also include a series of “Summer Sounds” 
music concerts curated by Williamsburg venue 
Brooklyn Bowl. Free and ticketed events will take 
over Industry City Courtyard 1/2 on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays all summer 
starting June 7, though the line-up has not yet 
been announced. 

Mini-golf at Industry City Courtyard 5/6 (En-
ter on Second Avenue between 34th and 35th 
streets in Sunset Park, www.icsummerspree.
com). Open Mon–Thu, 11:30 am–8 pm; Fri–Sat, 
noon–9 pm; Sun, noon–6 pm. $10 ($5 kids). 
 — Lauren Gill

S P O R T S

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Bury Me Standing” by Isabel Fonseca

Isabel Fonseca’s ethnographic storytell-
ing — adapted from 
her PhD dissertation — 
traces Gypsy history 
from enslavement to the 
struggle to unify and de-
mand “Roma rights” un-
der the brand new Euro-
pean Union. Today, as the 
continent is threatened 
by rising populism, the 
Roma are a major target 
of nativist movements. 
To understand how the 
Roma remain the most 

persecuted minority in Europe, begin with these 
moving stories.

— Heather Marciniec, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Fen” by Daisy Johnson
Set in the unruly fenlands of England, Daisy 

Johnson’s gorgeous collection of short stories 
combines myth, folklore, 
and magical realism to un-
derscore the wildness and 
unpredictability at the heart 
of its characters. This debut 
is a perfect match for fans 
of Kelly Link and Angela 
Carter.

— Caitlin Mullen, Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Augustus” by John Williams

John Williams’s epistolary final novel “Au-
gustus” recounts the 
rise of the first emperor 
of Rome, from a frail 
young man in the shadow 
of his uncle Julius Cae-
sar to the “master of the 
world.” Through a series 
of letters, Williams offers 
revealing glimpses into 
the minds of the poets, 
historians, and statesmen 
that witnessed the end of 
a republic and the life of 
an emperor. In prose that 

is crisp and refined, Williams balances his cast 
of characters remarkably well. It is a true mas-
terpiece of historical fiction.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Season of starsSeason of stars

Your guide to outdoor movies in Brooklyn

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
he stars are back in Brooklyn! 

A rugged comedy filmed on the 
streets of Red Hook 25 years ago 

will return to the spotlight next week. 
“The Search For One-Eye Jimmy,” 
which starred Hollywood greats Sam 
Rockwell, Steve Buscemi, and Sam-
uel L. Jackson before they struck it 
big, will screen as part of the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival on June 9. The 
film is a Brooklyn classic, said its di-
rector, and the fest is a fitting place 
to celebrate its anniversary and in-
troduce it to new audiences. 

“I mean, it’s the ultimate Brooklyn 
film and on its 25th anniversary, where 
would it be better suited to be screened?” 
said Sam Henry Kass. “I would hope 
that the film sort of introduces itself 

to a whole new audience. I think that 
it holds up, it’s pretty timely.”

The movie centers on a recent film 
school grad who returns to his home 
town and teams up with a bizarre cast 
of characters to track down the missing 
“One-Eye Jimmy.” Kass was inspired 
by a real-life missing person poster 
for a one-eyed man he knew. 

“I thought, ‘Where could this guy 
go if he was missing?’ ” said Kass. 
“He’d only been on like three blocks 
his whole life, so I just imagined that 
scenario and started writing.”

Kass chose Red Hook as a film site 
because it seemed like a gritty, barren 
wasteland — vastly different from the 
gentrifying nabe it is today.

“It was 25 years ago, and it looked as 
how I imagined post-war Beirut to look 
like,” said Kass. “It was empty — there 
seemed to be remnants of fires, aban-

doned cars, packs of dogs — we chose 
to film down there for the visuals.” 

Kass attributes the film’s success 
to its tongue-in-cheek tone and its 
stellar cast. He pegged some of the 
actors as stars from the start, while 
others were less obvious.

“It was a $100 million cast on a 
$20,000 movie,” he said. “Steve Bus-
cemi had just finished ‘Reservoir 
Dogs.’ He came directly from that to 
work with us and had a sense that he 
was on the way. Sam Rockwell basi-
cally staggered in from on the street 

and I thought he was so interesting that 
I cast him on the spot without knowing 
anything about him. To say I knew he’d 
be a movie star is a stretch.”

Kass and some fellow filmmak-
ers each kicked in about $5,000 to 
produce the movie, which he dubbed 
“the film they couldn’t kill.”

“It certainly was a passion project,” 
he said. “I think two things can hap-
pen when you do that — you can end 
up with something magnificent, or end 
up broke and humiliated. I think all 
things considered, we did okay.”

The Art of Brooklyn Film Festi-
val, which focuses on movies with a 
connection to the borough, will host 
eight days of screenings and panel dis-
cussions starting on June 3 at vari-
ous locations. 

“The Search For One-Eye Jimmy” 
at St. Francis College (182 Remsen St. 
between Clinton and Court streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.aobff.org). 
June 9 at 9 pm. $12. Other Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival events June 
3–11 at various locations. Visit www.
aobff.org for more info.

‘One-Eye’ open
Famous folk in Red Hook fl ick

A hip hippo: (Pictured clockwise 
from top) “Mad Max: Fury Road” will 
screen in Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
Aug. 17, part of a group of films with 
a theme of resisting authority. The 
sweet Wes Anderson film “Moonrise 
Kingdom” will screen in Prospect 
Park on Aug. 2. And the Narrows Bo-
tanical Gardens will show the Disney 
classic “Fantasia” on June 23.

See FILM  on page 13

Park place: People will soon crowd into Brooklyn Bridge Park for this summer’s Movies with a View series, starting on July 6.
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Old Brooklyn: (Pictured left to right) Steve Buscemi and an unusual cast of Brooklyn characters hunt 
for One-eye Jimmy in barren ’90s Red Hook. And Samuel L. Jackson plays a homeless man who fishes 
for meals in the Gowanus Canal in “The Search For One-Eye Jimmy.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 2

Oh, you 
dirty rats!
Get an up-close look 
at your fuzzy little 
neighbors in “Rat 
Movie,” a documen-
tary that uses the 
rapacious urban 
rodents as a way to 
examine the history 
of Baltimore, a city 
which — unlike the 
gleaming oasis of 
Brooklyn — is over-
run with whiskered, 
cheese-seeking 
beasts of the four-
footed variety.

8 pm at The Old 
American Can Factory 
(232 Third St. at Sackett 
Street in Gowanus, www.
rooftopfilms.com) $15. 

SATURDAY
June 3

Lights up
Grab a light-up 
umbrella and make 
like Mary Poppins for 
the Pilobulus interac-
tive dance “Umbrella 
Project.” You can join 
a sea of strangers to 
form images of 
exploding stars and 
solar eclipses with 
your multi-colored 
rain shields, all of it 
projected onto a 
giant screen while 
music turns your 
movement into an 
outdoor rave.

8:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter 
at Furman Street and Old 
Fulton Street in Dumbo, 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org). Free.

SUNDAY
June 4

Rated arrrr!
What be a pirate’s 
favorite country? 
Arrr-gentina! Hear 
much better pirate 
jokes at the kid-
friendly vaudeville 
show “Pirate School”, 
where physical come-
dian David Engel will 
use puppets, slap-
stick, and a musical 
score to teach land-
lubbers the proper 
way to buckle their 
swashes.

2 pm at the Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. $13–
$18.

WEDNESDAY
June 7

Dive in!
Brooklyn soul-pop 
band Lake Street 
Dive opens the Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival tonight in 
Prospect Park. The 
show is free, but if 
you want to support 
the series, drop $5 
into the bucket as 
you enter — or 
attend the pre-show 
Opening Night Gala, 
where tickets start at 
$750. 

8:15 pm at Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb]. Free.

THURSDAY
June 8

Tower play
The Live at the Arch-
way summer music 
series kicks off 
tonight with Colom-
bian band Los Cum-
pleaños, but we are 
most excited about 
the Space Station 
pop-up art exhibit 
and workshop with  
Tom Fruin, who cre-
ated the stained 
glass water tower 
that stands over 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

6 pm at the Archway 
Under The Manhattan 
Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street 
and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (718) 237–8700, 
www.dumbo.is]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 2
DANCE, MULTI-CULTURAL SHOW 

AT PS 299: This annual festival 
celebrates Brooklyn diversity and 
explores other cultures through 
dance and music. $4 ($3 kids). 5 pm. 
PS 299 Thomas Warren Field School 
[88 Woodbine St. in Bushwick, (718) 
476–8230]. 

COMEDY, POSTMEN: Comedy trio 
Postmen bring their weekly their 
frenzied, physical, hyper-absurdist 
sketch and improv show to Bush-
wick. $5. 7:30 pm. Cobra Club (6 
Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bushwick), www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

THEATER, “THE ART OF LUV”: An 
elaborate courtship ritual inside a 
kaleidoscopic video tent, with text 
taken from online dating profi les, 
internet scams, and how-to dating 
guides. $20. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr 
(207 Starr St. between Irving and 
Wykoff avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

THEATER, “HAIR-ITAGE THE PLAY”: A 
play about the evolution of the black 
woman’s hair, as six sistahs share 
how their hair has defi ned them. $25. 
8 pm. The Black Lady Theatre [750 
Nostrand Ave. between Park and 
Sterling places in Crown Heights, 
(718) 771–0900], www.hairitageth-
eplay.com. 

COMEDY, CRAIG ROBINSON: The 
Chicago-born comic performs. $32. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, CHRIS PITSIOKOS AND MIYA 
MASAOKA: The two improvising 
composers present new work in solo 
and duo performance. $15. 8 pm. 
Issue Project Room [22 Boerum Pl. 
at Livingston Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.issueproject-
room.org. 

MUSIC, CERDDORION VOCAL EN-
SEMBLE: A concert of sacred music 
spanning fi ve centuries. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. St Paul’s Church (199 
Carroll St. in Carroll Gardens), www.
cerddorion.org. 

MUSIC, SONG OUT! FOLK ‘N’ POP 
FANTASIES: $15–$25. 8 pm. Rou-
lette [509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], 
www.roulette.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FESTIVAL: 
The 20th annual festival returns 
with 122 narrative, documentary, 
animated, short, and experimental 
fi lms, with screenings at the Wythe 
Hotel and all over Williamsburg. $15. 
8:30 pm. Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 11th Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 460–8000], www.brook-
lynfi lmfestival.org. 

MUSIC, LIGHT WARRIORS: Free. 10 
pm. The Greenpoint Gallery (390 
MGuinness Blvd between Dupont 
and Clay streets in Greenpoint), /
www.thegreenpointgallery.com. 

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, “BELL 8”: A meditative, im-

mersive installation named after a 
navigational buoy in Long Island 
Sound. This “sea ‘scape” uses music 
and visuals to inspire the sense of 
expansion and bliss one has afl oat. 
$5-$20 suggested donation. 1–5 
pm. Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, DEGRAW FEST: Rock out with 
a tight-knit community of artists, 
musicians, producers, and entre-
preneurs while enjoying craft beer 
and local food. $18 ($15 in advance). 
2:30 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA IN CON-
CERT: A free one-hour concert of 
operatic and Broadway selections. 
Free. 3 pm. Carroll Gardens Public 
Library [396 Clinton St. at Union 
Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 596–
6972], www.reginaopera.org. 

DANCE, “NOESIS”: Periapsis Music 
and Dance presents the world pre-
miere of a new work for fi ve dancers 
and three musicians. $24. 8 pm. GK 

See 9 DAYS on page 14

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: $65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Eddie Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and more. $70–
$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 2017: $26–

$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-three 

basketball games with profes-
sional players. $27–$215. 1 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Ring of fire: Singer-songwriter The Weeknd will heat up the 
Barclays Center stage for two nights, on June 6 and 7.
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Available now on Amazon.com,
BarnesandNoble.com

Xulon.com
Available soon in

Barnes and Noble Stores

DRY DOCK

THE BEST 
$12  UNDER

WINES

WE LOVE OUR 
CUSTOMERS

5/31 7AM - 6/1 7PM
31 1 2 3 4 5SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

Tomato Ketchup

2299$$
ea.ea.

Escarole and Chickory

lb.lb.6969¢¢

Ginger

lb.lb.6969¢¢$$44forfor22
California Cantaloupes

1129$$
Romaine Hearts Plum Tomatoes

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

$$349349
lb.lb.

Yellow Cheddar
Cheese

Water

9999¢¢$$499499
lb.lb.

Roasted Almonds

K

$$55lb.
bag
lb.
bag139139

Idaho Potatoes

D

Loaf Cakes

$$44forfor22

Seedless Grapes

$$129129
lb.lb.

$$199199
lb.lb.

Black Bing 
Cherries

ORGANIC

Grape Tomatoes 1199$$

Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

$$

Large Eggs

ORGANIC 55forfor22

EBT

its first six years, including 
the bizarre pirate short “Cap’n 
Flapjack.” Music and free food 
starts at 5 pm, and the screen-
ing starts at sundown.

“Best of the Fest” at Sun-
set Park (Fifth Avenue be-
tween 41st and 44th streets 
in Sunset Park, www.thear-
tofbrooklyn.org). June 3 at 
sundown. Free.

Habana Outpost
Enjoy Mexican food and 

frozen margaritas at this 
Fort Greene restaurant while 
watching a movie projected 
onto its outside wall, on Sun-
day nights through the end 
of October. This year’s roster 
includes “Blazing Saddles,” 
“Coming to America,” and 
“Pulp Fiction”

Movie Night at Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St., the 
corner of Fulton and South 
Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858–9500, www.cafe-
habana.com/brooklyn]. Sun-
days through Oct. 30 at 8 
pm. Free.

Films with Deutsch
Councilman Chaim 

Deutsch will host free fam-
ily-friendly movies at dif-
ferent spots in Sheepshead 
Bay, with “Willy Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory” on 
June 4 at Mellet Playground 
(Avenue V at E. 14th Street), 
“Despicable Me” on June 11 
at Homecrest Playground 
(Homecrest Avenue at E. 
12th Street), and “The Se-
cret Life of Pets” on June 18 
at Sheepshead Playground 
(Avenue Z at Nostrand Av-
enue). The kosher popcorn 
is on him!

Old Stone House
The historic house hosts an 

outdoor screening of “Happy 
Feet,” the animated film about 
a dancing penguin, along with 
some kid-friendly activities 
starting at 7 pm.

“Happy Feet” at the Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195, www.theold-
stonehouse.org]. June 9 at 
8:30 pm. Free.

BAMcinemaFest
The Brooklyn Academy of 

Music’s summer film festi-
val will host one free outdoor 
screening: “Our Song,” a story 
of two teen girls growing up 
in Crown Heights.

“Our Song” at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter 
at Furman and Old Fulton 
streets in Dumbo, www.bam.
org/film/2017/our-song). 
June 22 at 8 pm. Free.

Films on the Green
The French embassy dem-

onstrates its love for Brook-
lyn with a short outdoor fes-
tival, taking over Transmitter 
Park for two Friday nights to 
show Leo Carax’s film “Mau-
vais Sang” and Jean-Luc Go-
odard’s “Contempt (Le Me-
pris),” both in French with 
English sub-titles.

Films on the Green at 
Transmitter Park (West 
Street between Kent Street 
and Greenpoint Avenue in 
Greenpoint, www.french-
culture.org.). Friday, June 
23 and June 30 at 8:30 pm. 
Free.

Nights at Narrows
Bring a blanket and settle 

onto the lawn of the Narrows 
Botanical Garden on select 
Friday nights for an old classic 
or an animated film (or both). 
The animal-themed offerings 
include “Alfred Hitchcock’s 
The Birds,” “Bee Movie,” and 
“Planet of the Apes.”

Movie Nights at Narrows 
Botanical Gardens (Shore 
Road at 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, www.narrowsbg.
org). Select Fridays June 23 
through Sept. 8 at 8:30 pm. 
Free.

SummerScreen
Brooklyn’s longest run-

ning film and music series 
will premiere with the clas-
sic teenage comedy “Mean 
Girls” on July 5, and will 
continues to show cult hit 
movies from the late-’90s to 
early aughts. Each show will 
also have live music, plus 
food and drinks from local 
vendors.

McCarren Park [N. 12th St. 
between Bedford and Berry 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
www.summerscreen.org]. 
Wednesdays, July 5–Aug. 9. 
Music starts at 6 pm, movies 
at 8:30 pm. Free.

At MetroTech
This family-friendly movie 

series settles into Downtown’s 
Metrotech Commons every 
Wednesday night in July. Pop-
corn is on the house — you 
just need to show up at sun-
down to enjoy the animated 
talking animal flicks, which 
include “Madagascar,” “Find-
ing Dory,” “A Bug’s Life,” and 
“Zootopia.”

Metrotech Commons [5 

MetroTech Center, between 
Jay Street and Flatbush 
Avenue Downtown, www.
downtownbrooklyn.com]. 
Wednesdays, July 5–26 at 
sundown. Free.

Movies With A View
Get a view of the beautiful 

Manhattan skyline along with 
your film, when you spread 
a blanket on the broad ex-
panse of Harbor View Lawn 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. The 
movies selected for this year 
all have the theme “Resis-
tance,” whether that means 
fighting Nazis (“Casablanca” 
on July 20), fighting for civil 
rights (“Selma” on Aug. 10), 
or battling post-apocalyptic 
warriors (“Mad Max: Fury 
Road” on Aug. 17). 

Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 
1 [enter at Furman and Old 
Fulton streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939, www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org]. Thurs-

days, July 6–Aug. 24. Opens 
6 pm, film at sunset. Free.

Fab Flicks
BAMcinématek partners 

with the Fulton Area Busi-
ness Alliance to bring a se-
ries of free musical films to 
Putnam Triangle Plaza, in-
cluding “Dreamgirls” and 
“La Bamba.”

Putnam Triangle Plaza 
(Fulton Street at Grand Av-
enue in Clinton Hill, www.
faballiance.org). Thursdays, 
July 6–27 at sundown. Free. 

Prospect Park
Head to Prospect Park in the 

height of summer for Wednes-
day nights of family-friendly 
music and movies, chosen by 
Nitehawk Cinema and pre-
sented by Borough President 
Adams. Don’t miss “Moonrise 
Kingdom” on Aug. 2, preceded 
by music from the soundtrack 
wizards Morricone Youth.

Prospect Park’s Long 
Meadow North (enter at 
Grand Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway, www.prospect-
park.org). Wednesdays, July 
19–Aug. 9 at 7 pm, screen-
ings at sundown. Free.

Celebrate B’klyn
Bric’s beloved summer 

music series in Prospect 
Park also will also offer three 
film screenings  — “Maciste 
All’Inferno” “Creed,” and 
“Selma,” each with a live 
music accompaniment. First 
up, on July 27, is the 1925 
silent film “Maciste All-In-
ferno” with music from Sex 
Mob and an opening set from 
Reverend Billy and the Stop 
Shopping Choir. 

Prospect Park bandshell 
(enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb). July 27, Aug. 4, and 
Aug. 10 at 7:30 pm. Free.

FILM...
Continued from page 11

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
ake a new look at an old build-
ing! 

The Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety has opened a second location 
on the Brooklyn waterfront with an 
exhibit of photos celebrating its new 
home. “Shifting Perspectives: Pho-
tographs of Brooklyn’s Waterfront,” 
now on display at the Society’s new 
exhibit space in Dumbo, features his-
toric images of the building that houses 
the show, as well as a wide selection 
of the borough’s seaside spots, said 
the president of the museum. 

“The entire focus of that space for 
us is really the Brooklyn waterfront 
and we’re excited to be focusing on 
the history of the waterfront,” said 
Deborah Schwartz.

The exhibit features 68 photo-
graphs taken over the last 150 years, 
including work by well-known pho-
tographers Harvey Stein and Bernice 
Abbott, alongside work by unknown 
artists from the past. The images not 
only provide a look into history, but 
they demonstrate how different ar-
tistic eyes can interpret the same lo-
cations, said Schwartz.

“Some of them are historical and 
some them are very contemporary — 
the photographers look at the waterfront 
in so many different ways,” she said. 
“There are images that are almost ab-
stract, and some images are iconic of 
these industrial areas. The show is very 
evocative and gives a sense of Coney 
Island, Newtown Creek, the Gowanus 
Canal, and any and everything that re-
lated to the Brooklyn waterfront.”

Because its new building looks out 
over the water, the Society wanted 
the first exhibit in the space to re-
flect its setting. 

“We were hoping for an exhibi-
tion that represented the broad sweep 
of Brooklyn’s waterfront locations 
and range of sensibilities from the 
perspective of different artists,” said 
Schwartz.

And the huge, historic Empire 
Stores building is the perfect match for 
a historical society, said Schwartz.

“It’s a very fun and clean and in-
dustrial and with an almost modern 
feeling, even though we’re sitting in 
what was the middle of 19th century 
warehouse building,” she said. “The 
developers have done a beautiful job 
of retaining a lot of the original build-

ing, so you really get a feel for what 
the original warehouse was like.”

The Society has big plans for its 
new space — the photo display will 
end in early September, to be followed 
by a multi-media exhibit focusing on 
the history of the Brooklyn water-

front, said Schwartz, and the museum 
is planning more interactive activi-
ties that appeal to children.

“In December, we’ll have an inter-
active exhibit with objects, artifacts, 
documents, and also lots of digital 
components,” she said. “There will 
even be lots of installations for chil-
dren. Our education staff is working 
on programs for kids, like treasure 
hunts to get them to look at photos 
in this exhibit.”

Brooklyn Historical Society Dum-
bo [55 Water St. between New Dock 
and Main streets in Dumbo, (718) 
222–4111, www.brooklynhistory.org/
dumbo]. Open Mon–Fri, noon–6 
pm; Sat, Sun, 10 am–7 pm. $10 sug-
gested donation.

The history of Empire
B’klyn Historical Society shows off new spot

Snap of the past: (pictured 
top to bottom) The Brooklyn 
Historical Society has opened 
its new museum in the Empire 
Stores Building with an exhibit 
celebrating the Brooklyn wa-
terfront. This photo by Bernice 
Abbot shows the Empire Stores 
Warehouse in 1936.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

ArtsCenter (29 Jay St. at 
Plymouth Street in Dumbo), 
www.periapsismusicand-
dance.org. 

MARKET, PARK SLOPE STOP 
‘N’ SWAP: Bring clean, por-
table, reusable items you 
no longer need and take 
home something new-to-
you. Also featuring a repair 
session by Fixers Collective. 
Free. Noon–3 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

DANCE, DANCING UNITED 
THROUGH OUR WORLD: 
Cobble Hill Ballet pres-
ents dance works that are 
inspired by music from 
around the world. $22 ($15 
children under 12). Noon, 
2:30 pm and 4:30 pm. Kum-
ble Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” 
PIER ART SHOW: The 
Brooklyn Waterfront Arts 
Coalition presents its spring 
show, featuring the work of 
almost 300 artists. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

FILM, “FOLD, CRUMBLE, 
CRUSH”: A documentary 
about the recycled art of 
El Anatsui, to accompany 
the “Recycle” show of re-
purposed art. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt 
St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FES-
TIVAL: 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm, 9 
pm. See Friday, June 2. 

NIGHTLIFE, CELEBRATE 
PRIDE MONTH: The Brook-
lyn Museum features music 
from New York City Gay 
Men’s Chorus, SassyBlack, 
and Tamar-kali; screenings 
of black queer fi lms, and 
a ball hosted by Sydney 
UltraOmni. Free. 5–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FUND-RAISER, CREATIVE 
SOLIDARITY: This arts 
event benefi ts the RDJ 
Refugee Shelter, which 
supports artists seeking 
asylum. With food, drinks, 
visual and performance art, 
a short documentary, and 
music from queer Yiddish 
punk band Koyt Far Dayn 
Fardakht, among others. 
Free. 6 pm–midnight. 
De-Construkt Projekts (41 
Seabring St., third fl oor, 
at Richards Street in Red 
Hook), projekts.de-con-

strukt.com. 
ART, “9 MEDITATIONS” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Andrew Snyder presents 
a performative installation 
using a potter’s wheel. Free. 
7–9 pm. Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

COMEDY, GREG FITZSIM-
MONS: The Emmy-winning 
writer and comic performs. 
$25. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

COMEDY, “SMOKES AND 
JOKES”: The cigar bar hosts 
a comedy show hosted by 
Lala Mellowe, with guest 
star battle rapper Bonnie 
Godiva. Two cigar minimum 
purchase. 8 pm. Diamante’s 
Brooklyn Cigar Lounge 
[108 S. Oxford St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Ful-
ton Street in Fort Greene, 
(914) 462–3876], www.
brooklyncigarlounge.com. 

ART, PRISON TATTOOS AS 
FINE ART OPENING RE-
CEPTION: This exhibit of 
prison tattoos on fi ne silks 
by Joaquin Motor will fea-
ture wine and a discussion 
of the role of criminality in 
modern art. Free. 8 pm–
midnight. Fleur Noire Tat-
too Parlour [439 Metropoli-
tan Ave. between Meeker 
and Marcy avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–0978], 
www.fl eurnoiretattoo.com. 

SUN, JUNE 4
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY CONCERT OF 
RUSSIAN FAVORITES: The 
orchestra presents three 
contrasting Russian works. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 852–0677], 
www.brooklynsymphony-
orchestra.org. 

DANCE, “NOESIS”: 3 pm and 
7 pm. See Saturday, June 3. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-
ERS: The vocal group per-
forms Haydn’s “Creation,” 
using a new English transla-
tion. $15. 3 pm. Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd [7420 Fourth Ave. at 
75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745–8520], www.ar-
tonthecorner.org. 

MUSIC, SPARKS AND STICKS: 
Songs, sagas, melodies and 
musings interspersed with 
legends, history and hear-
say that highlight the magic 
and music of a bygone 
Brooklyn. $10. 4–6 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, TONY ROMANO: 
The guitarist celebrates the 
release of his new CD. $10 
suggested donation. 4:40 
pm. Gallery 440 [440 6th 
Ave between 10th and 11th 

streets in Park Slope, (718) 
499–3844], www.connec-
tionworks.org. 

MUSIC, BARRY ORECK: The 
Brooklyn singer-songwriter 
plays two sets of original 
music. Two drink minimum. 
7 pm. Branded Saloon [603 
Vanderbilt Ave. at Bergen 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 484–8704], www.
brandedsaloon.com. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” 
PIER ART SHOW: 1–6 pm. 
See Saturday, June 3. 

FILM, BRANDON GLAS-
GOW, TOM FITZPATRICK: 
Acoustic music at the “Rites 
of Spring” art show. Free. 
2 pm and 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[481 Van Brunt St., Door 
Seven, near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

MAKER’S MIC: An open mic 
and crafts event, where 
you can design your own 
vinyl sticker. Free. 3–6 pm. 
Sunnyvale [1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 987–3971], 
www.sunnyvalebk.com. 

MON, JUNE 5
 COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 

COMEDY: The Monday-
night comedy show wel-
comes Geoffrey Asmus, 
Tanael Joachim, Eli Sairs, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 

ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com.

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FES-
TIVAL: 6 pm, 8 pm, 10 pm. 
See Friday, June 2. 

TUES, JUNE 6
ART, ART SALE POP-UP FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS: Paintings, 
prints, and art cards by Jef-
frey R Hewitt, to benefi t 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. Free. 6 pm. Upstairs 
at Dino [222 Dekalb Ave. 
between Adelphi Street and 
Clermont Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (917) 696–2227], 
www.jeffreyhewittart.com. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

MUSIC, WEEN: $60. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

COMEDY, PUNDERDOME 
3000: A wild monthly pun 
competition created and 
hosted by comedian Jo 
Firestone. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 

www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 
MUSIC, SPRING GALA AFTER 

PARTY: Celebrate spring 
in the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden with a dance party 
under the stars. With unlim-
ited beer, wine, signature 
cocktails, desserts, and 
more. $75. 9–11:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

WED, JUNE 7
THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 

The Smith Street Stage 
theater company presents 
Shakespeare’s the tale of 
a corrupt king under the 
stars. Free. 7:30 pm. Car-
roll Park (Smith Street be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Cobble Hill), www.
smithstreetstage.org. 

COMEDY, BRN GRL SPK 
OPEN MIC NIGHT: Women 
of color are invited to show 
off their skills in music, 
poetry, comedy, or dance. 
With featured performers 
Nia & Ness. $10 suggested 
donation. 7:30 pm. Lot 45 
[411 Troutman St. between 
St. Nicholas and Wyckoff 
avenues in Bushwick, (347) 
505–9155], www.lot45bush-
wick.com. 

MUSIC, WEEN: $60. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

COMEDY, GROUND FLOOR 
LIVE: The ever-stranger 
comedy channel Ground 
Floor Comedy presents a 
free night of sketch, stand-
up, and improv from their 
favorite cast members. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn Ba-
zaar (150 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Manhattan Av-
enue and Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint), www.bkba-
zaar.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW NYC: 
A Chicago-style stand 
up showcase featuring 
Matt Braunger, Sarah Tol-
lemache, Mike Lebovitz, 
and more. $5. 9 pm. The 
Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JUNE 8
FILM, BLACK QUEER BROOK-

LYN ON FILM: A weekly 
screening of short fi lms by 
young, black, queer, female-
identifi ed and gender-non-
conforming artists and fi lm-
makers working in Brooklyn. 
Free with $16 suggested ad-
mission. 11am–8pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, RAMSEY LEWIS: Part 
of the 2017 BAM R&B Fes-
tival at MetroTech. Free. 

Noon. MetroTech Com-
mons [Flatbush Ave and 
Myrtle Ave in Downtown, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
BAM.org. 

MONTAGUE BID 20TH AN-
NUAL MEETING: The Mon-
tague Business Improve-
ment District (BID) hosts 
its 20th annual meeting. 
Come meet the people, 
businesses, and organiza-
tions that make Montague 
Street and Brooklyn Heights 
thrive! Free, RSVP required. 
3–5 pm. The Bossert [98 
Montague St. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
522–3649], www.montague-
bid.com. 

MUSIC, DIRTY PROJECTORS: 
Kick off the Northside 
Music Festival with the indie 
rockers, who are joined 
by jazz virtuoso Kamasi 
Washington and dream pop 
artist Jay Som. $35. 5 pm. 
McCaren Park (N. 12th St. 
between Bedford and Berry 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.northsidefestival.com. 

OUTDOORS, KAYAKING: 
Paddle in the East River. 
Children under 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult 
guardian. Free. 5:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Boat-
house (End of Pineapple St. 
and Furman Street in Brook-
lyn Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

ART, “SPACE ART” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Dana Stirling 
and Yoav Friedlander curate 
an exhibition of artwork ex-
ploring the idea of “space.” 
Free. 6 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

DANCE, SALSA PARTY AT 
THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Join this monthly 
salsa class, followed by 
performances by Brooklyn’s 
best Latin dance teams. 
Free with Museum admis-
sion. 6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FES-
TIVAL: 6:30 pm, 8:30 pm, 
10:30 pm. See Saturday, 
June 3. 

MUSIC, DIGABLE PLANETS: 
Free. 6:30 pm. Coffey Park 
(85 Richards St. between 
Verona and King streets in 
Red Hook), www.cityparks-
foundation.org. 

DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2” OPENING 
NIGHT: Brooklyn Ballet 
presents an evening of new 
work that blends ballet with 

urban dance, tap, jazz, and 
modern dance, with a pre-
show reception. $75. 6:30 
pm. The Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown). 

ART, TRESTLE GALLERY 2017 
MEMBER SALON, OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An exhi-
bition of visual artists who 
are all working members 
at Trestle Art Space. Free. 
7 pm. Trestle Gallery (850 
Third Ave., Suite 411, at 
30th Street in Sunset Park), 
trestlegallery.org. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
June 7. 

NIGHTLIFE, OUTCAST CABA-
RET: A summer solstice rit-
ual of burlesque, sideshow, 
drag, magic, and live music. 
$15. 9 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
718–372–5159], www.coney-
island.com. 

COMEDY, NERDY DIRTY 
DARK: A stand-up show 
that must include jokes on 
all three themes. With Mike 
Recine, Emmy Blotnick, 
Josh Johnson, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. Cantina Royal [58 
N. Third St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 763–2938], 
cantinaroyal.com. 

FRI, JUNE 9
ART, “THE FAMILY IMPRINT” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Photojournalist Nancy 
Borowick displays her fam-
ily story in a large-scale 
photographic public art ex-
hibition. Free. (Washington 
Street between Prospect 
and York streets in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com. 

MUSIC, A TASTE OF ‘BROOK-
LYN AMERICANA MUSIC 
FESTIVAL’: A free Concert 
featuring fi ve Brooklyn 
bands that play Dumbo and 
Red Hook venues. Free. 5 
pm. The Archway under the 
Manhattan Bridge [Water 
Street between Adams 
Street and Anchorage Place 
in Dumbo, (718) 243–9005], 
www.bkamf.com. 

MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST: 
Kick off summer with the 
24th annual Red Hook Fest! 
The weekend starts out 
with a community cook out 
and DJ dance party on the 
beautiful Brooklyn water-
front. Free. 5:30–7:30 pm. 
P.S. 15 [71 Sullivan St. be-
tween Van Brunt and Rich-
ards streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 643–6790], www.red-
hookfest.com. 

FILM, DV8 FILM FESTIVAL: A 

screening of amazing DV 
and Super 8 fi lms, all edited 
in camera in just 48 hours! 
Bands play afterwards. $15 
($10 students). 7 pm. Lot 45 
(411 Troutman St. between 
St. Nicholas and Wyckoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
dv8fi lmfestival.com. 

MUSIC, SLACKJAW & HOL-
LER: A band of folk and 
shanty singers. $5–$20 sug-
gested donation. 7:30 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, THE SPECIALS: With 
opening band The Far East. 
$50. 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2”: $25 ($15 
students and seniors). 8 
pm. The Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown). 

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST: 

With professional bands 
and dance companies, plus 
free activities for all ages 
like kayak rides in New York 
Harbor, face-painting, and 
an interactive scavenger 
hunt. Free. 2 pm–7 pm. 
Louis Valentino Pier [Cof-
fey Street at Ferris Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 643–6790], 
www.redhookfest.com. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
June 7. 

FAD MARKET: Browse and 
shop unique handcrafted 
art, jewelry, apparel, and 
more. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
The Invisible Dog Art Cen-
ter [51 Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Dean 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
560–3641], www.theinvisi-
bledog.org. 

PET COSTUME CONTEST: 
Dress up your doggie — or 
any other pet, and show 
them off! Registration fee 
is two cans of cat or dog 
food. 2 pm. Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel (West 12th Street 
and the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island). 

FILM, BOUNCING BALL 
SING-A-LONG: The Mu-
seum of Interesting Things 
presents vintage fi lms from 
the 1930s to the 1960s, fea-
turing bouncing ball sing-
a-long party! $10. 8 pm. 
Coney Island USA [1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, www.coneyis-
land.com].

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 12

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Steppin’ up: The Brooklyn Ballet’s spring show 
“Roots and New Ground 2,” opening on June 8, will 
feature a team-up between a traditional ballerina  
and a smooth hip-hop dancer, among several other 
artistic collaborations.
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COMING: FALL 2017
EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED PROSPECT AV STATION

DONE IN A COMPLETELY NEW WAY
Beginning June 5, Prospect Av Station will undergo an extensive renovation with

a completely new approach.
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And in with the new
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technology, security cameras.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #1
Mayor Bill de Blasio is creating, preserving and protecting affordable housing for families that need it most.

The Facts:
168,000 wealthy tenants with annual incomes of  $100,000+ occupy nearly • 
20% of all rent-regulated apartments. (Source: U.S. Census Bureau)

What’s de Blasio doing for 172,000 households with annual incomes of less • 
than $25,000?

Only 5% of 40,000 affordable units under de Blasio went to tenants making • 
less than $25K. (Source: Gothamist, 2/10/16) … “de Blasio’s… program will 
yield a grossly inadequate amount of housing for… the people who need it 
most.” (Source: Metropolitan Council on Housing)

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #2

About 15 years ago, 
some friends whose 
kids went to the same 

pre-K as ours invited us to 
visit the bungalow colony an 
hour upstate where they spend 
their summers. 

“Great!” we said. “But 
… what’s a bungalow col-
ony?”

As it turns out, it’s a time 
portal that can transport you 
back to 1958. There you will 
find yourself in a world of 
impromptu coffee klatches, 
potluck suppers and, best of 
all, no play dates. Kids just 
run around and make their 
own fun.

I know. Surreal.
In practical terms, we 

learned, a bungalow colony is 
actually a cluster of small, ba-
sic cabins — maybe 10, 20, up 
to about 100. Usually they’re 
near a lake, and most of them 
are an hour or two outside the 
city. The one we’d been invited 
to, Rosmarins in Monroe, NY, 
opened in 1941. There used to 
be hundreds of these “colo-
nies.” And while different eth-
nic groups would settle their 
own enclaves, somehow Jews 
took to the phenom the most 
enthusiastically. In fact, the 
old nickname for the Catskills 
was “The Jewish Alps.”

Bungalow colonies thrived 
from the 1920s till about the 
1970s, when they started dy-
ing out thanks to “The Three 
As” — airplanes (once peo-
ple could travel to more exotic 
locales, they did), air-condi-
tioning (no need for mountain 
air when you could crank up 
a cool breeze indoors), and 
assimilation (once Jews and 

other minorities were allowed 
to join clubs and neighbor-
hoods previously closed to 
them, they didn’t have to 
hang out just in their own 
enclaves). 

But even as many colonies 
were closing up — or tran-
sitioning to an ultra-Ortho-
dox clientele — Rosmarins 
not only continued to operate 
much as it had since it opened, 
it continued to exist in some 
kind of time bubble. Run by 
the same family for nearly 80 
years, its cabins still boast li-
noleum floors and Formica 
tables. But best of all, kids 
keep organizing their own 
games — cards, wall-ball, 
manhunt (tag at night with 
flashlights!). 

We visited our friends and 
felt nauseous with envy. Back 
in the city, we felt we had to 
watch our kids all the time. 
Here, our friends actually in-
structed us to simply let the 
kids go out and play. We did 
— and it was heaven! 

By the next summer, we 
had a bungalow of our own, 
and have been coming ever 
since. We still quote our 
younger son walking out the 
screen door that first summer, 
saying, “I’m going down to 
Johnny’s bungalow.” He was 

3. And off he went. 
When that same boy turned 

9 and took the subway by him-
self, I founded Free-Range 
Kids, the book, blog, and 
movement dedicated to the 
idea that our kids are smarter 
and safer than society gives 
them credit for. But I wonder 
if it wasn’t possibly bungalow 
life that made me see, with my 
own eyes, the importance of 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time in childhood. 

Back in the city, we had the 
kids in science camp, soccer 
lessons, all sorts of enrich-
ment. What I’d forgotten was 
how much more pleasant it is 
to have free time and figure 
out how to fill it.

Not that our kids became 
great novelists or baseball 
champs just by goofing 
around. But they did end up 
spending their summers plain 
old playing — an activity in-
creasingly rare in this era of 
supervised, structured activ-
ities for kids. 

Peter Gray, a Boston Col-
lege psychology professor and 
author of the book “Free to 
Learn,” says that one of the 
saddest things we’ve done to 
kids is deprive them of the 
chance to play together in 
mixed age groups. For in-

stance, he says: A group of 
7-year-olds might not be able 
to play a game of gin rummy. 
But if they’re playing with a 
couple of 9-year-olds, they 
can. The older kids tell them, 
“Hold up your cards better! 
We can see them!” and, “Why 
did you throw that card out? 
You need it!” For their part, 
the 7-year-olds are so des-
perate to act like the “big” 
9-year-olds, they hold it to-
gether when they lose, instead 
of crying like babies. 

In this way, everyone gets 
socialized: The older kids 
learn patience and empathy. 
They grow more articulate as 
they explain the rules to the 
little kids. And the little kids 
grow more self-controlled as 
they strive to be as cool and 
mature as the fourth graders. 
They focus. They may even 
learn some math — without 
a teacher in sight. 

All those lessons kick in 
when adults back off, which is 
what parents used to do come 
June, and what they still do 
at a bungalow.

Obviously, not everyone 
can rent a summer place. But 
everyone can reach back and 
remember their own summers, 
and the joy of hours stretch-
ing forth without anything to 
do but play. 

As we try to give our kids 
every advantage, remember 
that the greatest gift just may 
be free time. Lots of it. 

Have a great summer. 
Lenore Skenazy is found-

er of  Free-Range Kids, a 
contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

The bungalow time machine

By Lenore Skenazy

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority will close 
the R line’s Prospect Ave-
nue subway station for six 
months of renovations, be-
ginning June 5. 

The overhaul is part of a 
$72.1 million state-funded 
project to modernize old sta-
tions, according to the tran-

sit authority. 
Similar renovations — 

which will include repaired 
floors, walls, and ceilings, 
new furniture with built-in 
electronic charging stations, 
digital screens displaying 
real-time service informa-
tion, new security cameras, 
and brighter lights — are al-
ready underway at the line’s 
53rd Street and Bay Ridge Av-
enue stops. 

The station will reopen in 
November if the project fin-
ishes on time. 

The transit authority says 
commuters should take the 
B37 and B63 busses for alter-
nate service while Prospect 
Avenue is closed, and strap-
hangers who rely on the R can 
catch it at nearby Fourth Av-
enue and Ninth Street or 25th 
Street stations. 

Of  course, the closure 

will affect some people ad-
versely, including one Sunset 
Park mom whose tot attends 
day care near the shuttering 
station.  

“This is definitely bad 
news,” said Elizabeth Johnsen. 
“I take my toddler from his 
day care on 14th Street down 
to Sunset Park and, as anyone 
with a toddler will tell you, it’s 
not easy getting them home 
without a tantrum.”

Prospect station to close
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