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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a fury road.
State lawmakers must pass legisla-

tion to speed up the reconstruction of 
the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway by 
three years and save the city $300 mil-
lion before the legislature lets out for 
summer this month, officials demanded 
at a press conference in front of the 
crumbling roadway on June 2. 

A bill in the state Assembly would au-
thorize New York City to use a stream-
lined process called “design build” to 
speed up the project by combining the 
bidding for design and construction, 
as opposed to the current practice of 
giving contracts to separate firms for 
each phase. And there’s no time like 
the present to do so, according to lo-
cal pols. 

“It’s time for the state to authorize 
design build in order to streamline the 
City’s construction process and save 
both time and money to rebuild the BQE 
triple-cantilever and other 
critical infrastructure proj-
ects,” said Assemblywoman 
Jo Anne Simon (D–Cobble 
Hill). 

The city is paying $1.9 
billion to fix the 1.5-mile 
stretch of the decrepit ex-
pressway between Atlantic 
Avenue and Sands Street, 
and kicked off the project 
with a series of public meet-
ings last summer. In those 
sessions, the transportation department’s 
commissioner said design build would 
accelerate the revamp of the 70-year-
old span, which is scheduled to begin 

PUMP THE GAS
Offi cials demand state accelerate BQE repairs

in 2024 and end in 2029, but could start 
as early as 2021 and finish by 2026 if 
the process is approved. 

The approach is cheered for its abil-
ity to speed up and shave 
money from big projects. 
And if there are any mis-
takes, there is one person 
to complain to, instead of 
separate contractors.

Opponents of design 
build argue that it could 
make it easier for private 
contractors to cut corners 
in pursuit of profits, and 
claim the approach lim-
its a client’s involvement 

in the design process and encourages 
contractors to operate outside their ar-
eas of expertise. 

The state has authorized design build 

for several of its own projects, including 
 the new Kosciuszko Bridge , but never 
for a city-led job. And the expressway 
revamp is such a massive project that 
no entity would dare to try it without 
streamlining the process, according to 
the transportation department head. 

“The BQE is overdue for rehab — 
critical and complex work that no one 
in the world would take on without de-
sign build,” said commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg. 

The bill is sponsored by state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) and would 
grant New York City the right to use de-
sign build on seven other projects across 
the city, in addition to the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway.

But the clock is ticking to approve 
it, as the legislature lets out for sum-
mer on June 21.

Locals officials say the city and state must get to work soon on the 
crumbling Brooklyn–Queens Expressway.
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FIXING 
the BQE

Spike Lee grooved with the Beautiful Ones dance crew at his Prince Party on June 3 — several days 
ahead of what would have been the late musician’s birthday on June 7.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It was a party fit for a prince. 
Brooklyn-born filmmaker Spike 

Lee hosted a massive celebration in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant last weekend in 
honor of His Royal Badness, the art-
ist eternally known as Prince — and it 
was very purple, according to a friend 
of Lee who attended. 

“Spike wanted everybody wearing 
purple,” said Maija Garcia, the film-
maker’s Director of Movement, who 
has worked with him on projects in-
cluding the 2015 film “Chi-raq” and 
the upcoming Netflix series “She’s 
Gotta Have It.”

Thousands of fans gathered on June 
3 to  celebrate the late musician’s birth-
day . The event raged for six hours as 

Lee, dressed in head-to-toe violet, en-
gaged the crowd with sing-alongs and 
Prince-related giveaways, including 
albums, shirts, and purple tulips.

Dancers from troupes across the city 
got down as Qool DJ Mary spun classic 
tunes by the Prince of Funk, includ-
ing “Little Red Corvette,” “Cream,” 
and “Kiss,” before playing the grand 

Where purple reigns 
Spike Lee celebrates Prince’s b-day with Bklyn bash

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Necessity is the mother of re-
invention.

The development 
team once led by Jared 
Kushner (right) — 
who last week was 
named as a focus 
in the FBI’s Russia 
investigation — re-
vealed plans on May 31 
to transform the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses’ Brook-
lyn Heights headquarters 
into a swanky office com-
plex, along with a new name for 
the project’s developer that bears 
no trace of Donald Trump’s son-
in-law. 

The development — mar-
keted as Panorama — is owned 
by builders Kushner Companies, 
Livwrk, and investor CIM Group, 
who ditched their individual iden-
tities for the joint name Columbia 
Heights Associates in announc-
ing it. 

But having the president’s con-

troversial advisor’s name tied to the 
complex likely will not drive away 
businesses looking to sign a lease, 

according to one broker.
“I don’t think it’s going 

to be an issue for most ten-
ants, that’s a hard one to 
speculate on,” said Jakub 
Nowak, a commercial 
broker for Marcus and 
Millichap. “I don’t see it 
being a big factor.” 

But some companies al-
ready have shown aversion 

to setting up shop in a Trump-
associated office. 
News outlet  The Guardian made 

headlines when it scrapped its plan 
to move into Dumbo Heights  — 
another Kushner Companies and 
Livwrk-owned office complex in 
the old Jehovah’s Witness printing 
plant — after journalists objected 
to writing in a building owned by 
Kushner.

And a rep for e-marketplace 
Etsy, which rents there along 
with the co-working space We-
Work,  told this paper it had not 

Re-branded!
‘Watchtower’ complex debuts 
plans, ditches ‘Kushner’ name

The buildings will house “neighborhood and tenant” focused retail, but don’t look for the 
Kushner name.
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considered its landlord would rise 
to become President Trump’s right 
hand man  when it signed a 10-year 
lease in 2014. 

Kushner and his partners mar-
keted Dumbo Heights under their 
individual names, but their re-
branding as Columbia Heights 
Associates is just protocol, not an 
attempt to distance the Panorama 
project from the Kushner name, 
according to a spokesman. 

Kushner — who is married to 

Ivanka Trump — stepped down 
from his role as the chief execu-
tive of Kushner Companies in Jan-
uary, but  refused to divest him-
self from certain assets , including 
Panorama. 

He and his partners  paid $340 
million in August for the two-
city-block-sized building and 
three neighboring Columbia 
Heights properties  that they plan 
to turn into a skyway-connected 
campus for roughly 5,000 work-

ers and retail space. 
The complex is located in an area 

known for attracting tech start-ups 
and drawing talented graduates 
from nearby New York Univer-
sity Tandon School of Engineer-
ing and the New York City Col-
lege of Technology.

The owners seek tenants that 
include creative economy firms 
and traditional companies, accord-
ing to a spokesman,  although the 
head of Livwrk said he wants one 

major international tenant to fill 
the space , magazine Fast Com-
pany reported. 

The location and floor plans of 
the complex’s buildings will ap-
peal to the types of creative busi-
nesses developers hope to attract, 
according to Nowak.

“It’s ripe for any type of tech-
nology, advertising, media, or in-
formation tenancy,” he said. “The 
buildings’ wide open floor plans 
are what creative tech type ten-
ants are looking for.”

And, of course, there are plenty 
of businesspeople who would jump 
at the chance to do a deal with the 
first son-in-law, according to a real-
estate expert.

“There are people who are dying 

to be in business with the Kush-
ners,” said Michael Gross, the 
editor-in-chief of society maga-
zine, Avenue, who has written sev-
eral books on luxury real estate. 
“There’s a huge libertarian conser-
vative strain in Silicon Valley.”

Workers are hacking away at the 
interior of the old Witness headquar-
ters, according to a spokesman, and 
the complex should be ready for 
tenants sometime next year. 

The headquarters is best known 
for its  47-year-old “Watchtower” 
sign  that looms over the Dumbo 
skyline, and a rendering shows 
some sort of sign perched atop 
the new building, but a spokes-
man declined to comment on the 
future of the iconic placard. 

A rendering of the Panorama office complex that is set to 
open in Columbia Heights.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

She put him in line. 
The president of J’ouvert Interna-

tional admonished a state pol in favor 
of suspending the early morning La-
bor Day parade at a town hall on June 
1, criticizing him for not including her 
in discussions on public safety at this 
year’s event. 

“We put programs in place to try to 
work on safety and defusing violence 
and we have been talking to mas bands 
— but I haven’t heard from you,” Yvette 
Rennie said to Assemblyman Walter 
Mosley (D–Fort Greene). “Maybe you’re 
meeting with other people, but the mas 
and steel pan groups are not part of that 
conversation. Call us to table, don’t work 
around us.”

Mosley, along with Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) and 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights), organized the public meeting 
in Prospect Heights to discuss safety 
measures for J’ouvert, which precedes 
the annual West Indian Day parade. Last 
year,  two people were fatally shot at the 
celebration  despite a beefed up police 
presence and security measures that in-
cluded an official permit and 250 flood-
lights — which, according to the mother 
of a woman killed at the parade, were 
still not enough. 

“It’s not just doubling or tripling, or 
whatever. Sometimes it’s how the police 
do their job, because where my daughter 
was killed there were no police around,” 
Vertina Brown said. “We need better 
lighting, because where my daughter 

was killed there was no lighting.”
The organization behind J’ouvert is 

working to implement even more safety 
measures this year that include entry 
checkpoints similar to those around 
Times Square on New Year’s Eve, bag 
checks, and more floodlights. But the 
violence that occurs during the festivity 
is part of a borough-wide crime prob-
lem, Rennie said, not restricted to the 
parade. 

“J’ouvert has been a festive event for 
the past 35 years, but Brooklyn itself has 
become a challenge for crime and some-
how we seem to fall into that situation,” 
she said. “I have been concerned with 
J’ouvert being stigmatized and I look at 
it as a total disrespect for my culture. I 
hope the conversation will continue to 
be about crime in Brooklyn, instead of 

my culture being challenged.”
Mosley and other pols, including dis-

trict leader Geoffrey Davis, proposed 
youth engagement as a way to curb vi-
olence, suggesting concerts or similar 
events be held a week ahead of the pa-
rade so artists can educate the commu-
nity on its history. 

“I suggest we have a concert and let the 
artists who know about J’ouvert educate 
the community through music,” Davis 
said. “Let artists lead the way.”

Cumbo suggested such initiatives 
begin as early as July in order to make 
them as effective as possible.  

“I think that we should look at the 
Fourth of July weekend through La-
bor Day to create a nonviolent expe-
rience throughout the entire summer,” 
she said.

Solutions for a nighttime party 
J’ouvert organizer’s harsh words for pol at parade public-safety meeting

Members of the Brother High Haitian Rara Band play trumpets at the 
Caribbean heritage celebration J’ouvert in Prospect Heights last year. 
The annual celebration has been plagued by violence.
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See PRINCE  on page 8
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage, So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548) • Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right play  
with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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Plus FREE DVR service*

FREE HD and 
the fastest Internet 
starting speed

TV 
INTERNET 
VOICE
FROM

$2999
/mo each for
12 mos when
bundled*

Limited time off er; valid to qualifi ed residential customers who have not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and 
have no outstanding obligation to Charter. *Bundle price for TV Select, Internet, and Voice is $89.97/mo. yr. 1 ; standard rates apply after 

year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1 (currently $11.99/mo.; install, other equipment, taxes, fees 
and surcharges extra; additional services are extra. 3DVR receiver ($6.99/mo.) required for DVR service and is extra. General Terms: TV: TV 

equipment is required and is extra. Channel and HD programming availability based on level of service. INTERNET: Available Internet speeds may 
vary by address. VOICE: Unlimited calling includes calls within the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, Guam & the Virgin Islands. Taxes and fees included in 

the price. Money Back Guarantee: Restrictions apply. Go to Spectrum.com/Guarantee for complete details. Services are subject to all applicable service 
terms and conditions, which are subject to change. Services may not be available in all areas. Restrictions apply. ©2017 Charter Communications, Inc.

SPECTRUM.COM

STUCK IN A CONTRACT? WE CAN HELP. ASK US HOW.

SWITCH.
SAVE.
ENJOY.

Park Slope’s 43rd Annual

Sunday, June 18th, 2017

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They were red scared.
Department of Education 

detectives terrified seven stu-
dents at Park Slope Collegiate 
school when they interrogated 
them during  an investigation 
into principal Jill Bloomberg’s 
alleged “communist activity”  
without telling the teens why 
they were being questioned, 
or revealing they could refuse 
to talk — a violation of the 
agency’s policy.  

Three of the students ques-
tioned spoke at a protest on 
May 31 outside the depart-
ment’s Manhattan headquar-
ters that drew school parents, 
teachers, students, and fac-
ulty who listened as they de-
scribed the frightening ex-
perience. 

“When the guidance coun-
selor pulled me out of class 
and took me to the office, I 
was terrified,” said Alex Ste-
vens, an eighth grader at Park 
Slope Collegiate. “She didn’t 
tell me I was being ques-
tioned, nor did she offer me 
to contact my parents.”

The education depart-
ment’s investigators do not 
have to tell parents before 
students are questioned, ac-
cording to an agency spokes-
man, but they encourage stu-
dents to notify their parents 
after the fact. Investigators 
are required to inform stu-
dents before they are inter-
rogated, and to tell them why 
they are being questioned 
and that they have the right 
to walk away.

Stevens told the crowd she 
was led to a room with three 
strangers who questioned 
her about her father, a city 
teacher and a member of the 
Progressive Labor Party who 
demanded transcripts from 
his daughter’s session with 
detectives at the protest.

“I want the transcripts from 
that d--- meeting,” Adam Ste-
vens said in a speech. “I want 
to see every note, every ques-
tion they asked, every scrib-

Little school of horrors 
Students terrifi ed by interrogations about principal  

as many sports programs as 
the other schools.

Bloomberg — who de-
nies being a member of the 
communist party — and her 
supporters see the city’s in-
vestigation as an attempt to 
silence her activism through 
tried and true McCarthy-era 
tactics. 

“This investigation is not a 
surprise to me,” said Suzette 
McLeod, a mother of two Park 
Slope Collegiate graduates. 
“I’ve seen what a difference 
our principal has made for the 
school, and I sat down to my-
self one day and said, ‘You 
know they’re gong to try and 
force this white woman out, 
because she’s standing up for 
black kids.’ ”

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), who supports 
Bloomberg, sent a letter to the 

education department’s attor-
ney that criticized the inves-
tigators for insisting to speak 
with students even after they 
said no and telling the teens 
they must “maintain com-
plete confidence” about the 
interviews. His statement also 
quoted the agency’s Bill of 
Student Rights, which states 
“students have the right to be 
accompanied by a parent and/
or representative at confer-
ences and hearings.”

A second student fought 
back tears as she spoke to the 
crowd about her interrogation 
and the fear it inspired.

“It was very uncomfort-
able,” said Kastia Colon, a 
Park Slope Collegiate senior. 
“Every time I come to class, 
I think my teachers might not 
be there next year. It really 
upsets me.” 

Parents, students, and teachers from Park Slope 
Collegiate rallied outside the Department of Edu-
cation’s Manhattan headquarters in support of ra-
cial integration, and Principal Jill Bloomberg (left), 
who’s being investigated for promoting commu-
nism in the school.
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of paper.”

The city’s education de-
partment began investigating 
Bloomberg, a firebrand activ-
ist with a history of pointing 
out segregationist policies at 
its schools, after she cried fa-
voritism for Millennium High 
School, which shares space 
with Park Slope Collegiate 
and other schools inside the 
John Jay Campus on Seventh 
Avenue and has nearly twice 

ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER. CALL (718) 260–4552



4  AWP  June 9–15, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

NOW OFFERING

BIKE RENTALS!

OVER 50 BIKES AVAILABLE
Rental hours: Pickup: 9–11am, Closed 11am–4pm, Return: 4–6pm

 3sp Dutch Cruzers
 Brooklyn Cruzers

 Electra Townies
 Tandems

 Recumbents
 Child Seats

AND WEEKDAYS BY APPOINTMENT

WE ALSO DO TOURS: RollingOrangeBikes.com

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A creeper broke into a Ber-
gen Street building by gaining 
access to the lock box outside 
the front door on June 3 — and 
woke the sleeping tenant.

The man told cops he woke 
up in his apartment near Nev-
ins Street at 2:45 am to find 
the prowler standing inside 
and holding a wallet. He man-
aged to scare the purloiner out 
of his residence, but not be-
fore the sneak had already 
taken a flat-screen televi-
sion, jacket, and wallet, ac-
cording to police. 

Noggin knock 
Two bandits bashed a guy 

on the head and stole his wal-
let and phone on Third Ave-
nue on May 28. 

The victim told police he 
was at St. Marks Place at 11:30 
pm when the bruisers struck 
him on the top of the head 
with an unknown object — 
cutting his scalp — took his 
belongings, and fled, accord-
ing to police. 

Heist 
A burglar stole $9,647 in 

electronics and cash from a 
Jay Street building over Me-
morial Day weekend.  

The owner told police he 
left the establishment be-
tween Water and Front streets 

Burglar wakes tenant mid-robbery

on May 26 at 7 pm, and four 
employees were still in the of-
fice. Upon his return on May 
30, he discovered that a Mac-
Book Air, two MacBook Pros, 
and $3,646 were missing. 

Employees have access 
to the building at all hours, 
and there were no signs of 
forced entry, according to a 
report. 

Necklace grab
A pair of punks wearing a 

snorkel snatched a woman’s 
necklace off her neck as she 
was riding a Coney Island-
bound N train on May 29. 

The woman was in the 
second-to-last car of the 
train when it pulled into At-
lantic Avenue Terminal and 
the two filchers headed for 
the doors. 

Once they opened, one of 
the baddies grabbed her yel-
low metal necklace and fled, 
police said. 

Shots fired
Police are searching for a 

worm who shot a guy as he 
was walking down York Street 
on May 1.

The victim told police he 
was meandering near Gold 
Street at 4:30 pm when he 

heard two shots and ran into 
the lobby of a nearby build-
ing. 

It was then that he felt pain 
and realized he had been hit, 
he told cops. He was taken to 
Methodist Hospital, author-
ities said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Irate driver
Police are hunting a bruiser 

who bashed a traffic cop try-
ing to give him a ticket for 
blocking the bike lane on 
DeKalb Avenue on May 29. 

The traffic agent was issu-
ing a ticket to a double-parked 
car blocking the bike lane near 
Rockwell Place at 1:56 pm 
when the driver confronted 
him, asking “What are you do-
ing?” police said. The cop told 
the scofflaw he had to move 
his car and the jerk snarled, 
“No I don’t.” 

He then punched the cop 
on the top of his head, but the 
blow deflected after the ini-
tial hit and cracked the law-
breaker’s front windshield. 
The rogue then hopped into 
his car, which was occupied by 

a lady and a baby, and drove 
off, according to a report. 

Taxi attack
Three baddies attacked and 

robbed a cab driver on Clas-
son Avenue on May 31.

The driver picked up a man 
and two women on St. Marks 
Avenue around 10:30 pm to 
take them to Williamsburg, 
police said. But on the way, 
they told him to pull over near 
Fulton Street. 

The male passenger got 
out, but the women refused to 
leave, and grabbed the driver, 
according to authorities. 

The man slapped him 
and lifted $95 from his front 
shirt pocket and fled, a re-
port said. 

Taken down
Cops cuffed a guy whose 

attempt to steal a woman’s 
phone was foiled by two 
good Samaritans on S. Ox-
ford Street on June 1. 

The lady told police she 
was using the iPhone app Fa-
ceTime to video chat with her 
boyfriend as she was stroll-
ing near DeKalb Avenue at 
10:13 pm when she suddenly 
felt hands around her neck 
and mouth. 

The suspect then snatched 
her phone from her hand and 
proceeded to run off into Fort 
Greene Park. The woman was 
screaming for help when two 
bystanders tackled the suspect 
to the ground and he threw 
the phone away from him-
self. Cops then arrived and 
arrested the guy, according 
to a report. 

Rough ride
Some scab bit a car driver 

and stole his phone after he 
refused to pay for his ride on 
Myrtle Avenue on June 1. 

The car service operator 
picked up the lout on DeKalb 
Avenue at 4:36 am and took 
him to his destination near 
Ashland Place, police said. 
Once they arrived, the punk 
told the driver he wasn’t pay-
ing for his ride and an argu-
ment ensued. 

The driver then told the 
filcher he was taking him to 
the police station and pro-
ceeded to drive towards it, 
when the thief started punch-
ing him, bit him on the right 
hand, snatched his phone, and 
fled, the victim told police. 

Sneak thief
A pilferer snatched a guy’s 

Canon camera lens and char-
ger from his Waverly Avenue 
stoop as he was unloading his 
car on June 1.

The victim was taking 
belongings out of his car he 
parked near Park Avenue at 
10:45 am and had put his 
pricey lens, battery charger, 
and battery on his steps. But 
when he turned away, some 
thief lifted it and fled, accord-
ing to authorities. 

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Shocking
Police arrested a man for 

carrying an electric stun de-
vice after they spotted him 
smoking a blunt on Sixth 
Street on May 23.

The arresting officer re-
ported spotting the suspect 
on a sidewalk near Fourth Av-
enue at 12:35 pm, carrying 
the cigar stuffed with weed 
in plain view.

That was enough case for 
the officer to search the man, 
and he found the non-lethal 
weapon along with a small 
bag of pot, cops said.

Unclean crook
Officers nabbed a suspect 

who they say stole detergent 
from a Second Avenue hard-
ware store on May 27.

An employee told police 
that the suspect was spotted 
attempting to flee the store 
between 10th and 12th streets 
with the ill-gotten cleaning 
supplies at 5:35 pm.

The suspect was arrested 
that same day, cops said.

Violent behavior
A man receiving care at 

a Sixth Street hospital for a 
schizophrenia disorder was 
arrested for allegedly assault-
ing a nurse on May 24.

The victim, who was as-
signed to care for the suspect 
at the medical center between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
told police that the man asked 
to be taken to the bathroom at 
8 am when he attacked. 

He punched the 31-year-
old woman multiple times 
in the face, busting her lip 
open and causing swelling, 
cops said.

Bike thefts
There were two bike thefts 

in the precinct this week. 
Here’s the rundown:

• A thief stole a man’s Co-
lumbia folding bicycle that he 
chained up on Flatbush Ave-
nue on May 23.

The victim told police that 
he secured his bike near At-
lantic Avenue at 4:30 pm, 
and returned an hour later 
to find his lock clipped and 
bike stolen.

• A bandit pedaled away 
on a man’s Cannondale Lapo 
two-wheeler he left on Atlan-
tic Avenue on May 21.

The victim told police he 
left his ride near Flatbush Av-
enue at 5:55 pm, and returned 
a half-hour later to discover 
it was stolen.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bye, bye, bikes
Bandits pedaled away with 

bicycles in two separate inci-
dents. Here’s the rundown:

• A crook ran off with a 
guy’s bike parked on Luquer 
Street sometime between May 
26 and 27, police said.

The victim locked up his 
blue Cannondale bicycle near 
Clinton Street at 2 pm. When 
he returned the next day at 
1:30 pm it was gone, offi-
cials said. 

• Some jerk swiped a man’s 
handle bars from his bike 
parked on Summit Street on 
June 5, police said.

The guy told police he 
chained up his two-wheeler 
to the rack near Columbia 
Street at 2 pm and when he 
returned at 5:40 pm, his han-
dle bars, brake, and shifter 
were all missing, according 
to authorities. 

Jewels snatcher
A nogoodnik stole a wom-

an’s antique jewelry from her 
home on Clinton Street on 
June 5, police said.

The malefactor climbed 
through the fire escape on 
her building near Union Street 
sometime between 10 am and 
7:30 pm, causing damage to 
her window in the process, 
and grabbed her gold antique 
rings, officials said. 

Cosmetic crook
Cops cuffed a woman for 

swiping a bunch of makeup 
from a Smith Street store on 
June 1. 

A store manager saw the 
suspect put $78 worth of eye 
makeup in her clothes and try 
to leave the store between 
Warren and Baltic streets 
at 2:22 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Teen thief
Police arrested a teen for 

breaking into cars parked 
along Woodhull Street and 
stealing some items from 
the glove compartment on 
June 1.

The 17-year-old rode along 
on his bike and swiped a few 
things from the cars parked 
between First and Second 
places at about 3 am, accord-
ing to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cinematic chase
Four brutes threatened a 

woman sitting in her car on 
10th Avenue on May 28 — 
and when she drove off, the 
ruffians sped after her and 
shot at the car.

The victim told police she 
was in her vehicle near 63rd 
Street at 10 pm when she was 
approached by two men and 
two women. The nogood-
niks struck up a conversa-
tion with the woman, which 
soon turned into an argument. 
Things turned violent when 
one of the goons pulled out a 
knife and threatened the vic-
tim, said police.

The woman instinctively 
grabbed the blade, slicing 
her hand open, and the cad 
punched her in the face, of-
ficials said. She floored it 
and sped down 63rd Street 
toward Ninth Avenue, as the 
baddies hopped in their gold 
Ford Sedan and drove after 
her, said authorities. After 
driving around the block, 
the woman jumped out of her 
car and ran into an apartment 
building on 10th Avenue be-
tween 63rd and 64th streets. 
But the man who threatened 
her with the blade caught up 
to her and dragged her out 
onto the street, throwing her 
back into her car, according 
to a police report. 

A witness told police he 
watched the man pull out a 
hand gun and fired a round 
into the woman’s car. 

Police recovered a shell 
casing on the scene. 

 — Caroline Spivack
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Planned Service Changes 

 

G
WEEKNIGHTS
10:45 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Jun 5 – 9, Jun 12 – 16 

No trains between Court Sq and Bedford-Nostrand Avs

G trains operate between Church Av and Bedford-Nostrand Avs

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

 © 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Travel Alternatives:

 • Free shuttle buses run between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Court Sq, stopping at   

     Myrtle-Willoughby Avs, Flushing Av, Broadway, Metropolitan Av, Nassau Av, 

     Greenpoint Av, and 21 St.

 • Transfer between G trains and free shuttle buses at Bedford-Nostrand Avs. 

                       •  Transfer between free shuttle buses and L trains at Metropolitan Av-Lorimer St.

 • Transfer between free shuttle buses and 7E trains at Court Sq.

Stay Informed

Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 

mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use 

TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.
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Pancreatitis, a common condition, is the 
cause of over 200,000 hospitalizations in 
the United States every year. However, many 
people are unaware of the condition and its 
warning signs. Pancreatitis occurs when the 
pancreas, a flat gland located in the upper 
abdomen, becomes inflamed. The pancreas 
produces and releases the enzymes and 
hormones necessary for both digestion and 
blood sugar regulation. While some cases 
of pancreatitis are mild and improve quickly 
others are considered acute, chronic or he-
reditary, and may be severe enough to result 
in life-threatening complications like organ 
or multiple-organ failure. 

“While the pancreas may not receive the 
same attention as other vital organs like the 
heart or liver, its role in digestion and blood 
sugar regulation is critical,” said Irwin M. 
Grosman, M.D., associate chief of gastroen-
terology at NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. “That’s why it’s impor-
tant for people to be aware that something 
is wrong and seek the appropriate medical 
treatment.” 

Acute pancreatitis occurs in the form of a 
sudden attack. This is usually caused either 
by gallstones or long-term, excessive alco-
hol use. Gallstones are hardened bits of bile 
that can block the duct used by the pancreas 
to deliver enzymes into the digestive tract, 
forcing the enzymes back into the pancreas 
and inflaming the tissue. Regular excessive 
consumption of alcohol, (as opposed to an 
isolated binge) can also result in inflamma-
tion of the pancreas. Depending on its sever-
ity, acute pancreatitis may cause upper ab-
dominal pain and vomiting. “Patients really 
can’t know whether they are experiencing 
pancreatitis or another condition,” said Dr. 
Grosman. “That is why it is important to seek 
immediate medical treatment if severe, per-
sistent upper abdominal pain is present. An 
emergency medicine physician can perform 

tests to determine what is causing the pain, 
and, if it is pancreatitis , can determine the 
severity of is the inflammation  and the ap-
propriate course of treatment.”

Once a diagnosis is made, the first step in 
treatment is to hydrate patients with intrave-
nous fluids. “There is a lot of fluid loss with 
acute pancreatitis, and patients need a level 
of rehydration that cannot be achieved just 
through drinking water,” said Dr. Grosman. 
Patients may also receive pain medication or 
antibiotics, and physicians can monitor the 
body for further complications. If the condi-
tion is caused by gallstones, the patient may 
undergo surgery to have them removed. If 
the cause is alcohol abuse, the patient will 
be counseled to seek rehabilitation treat-
ment to stop drinking. If acute pancreatitis 
is appropriately treated , it is usually resolved 
within a matter of days.

Chronic pancreatitis shares the symptoms 
of acute pancreatitis, but does not resolve 
with treatment. Persistent alcohol abuse is 
the most common cause of chronic pancrea-
titis. If the condition worsens, patients may 
experience permanent pancreas damage, 
weight loss and diabetes. Hereditary pancre-
atitis is similar to chronic pancreatitis, but it is 
caused by congenital defects of the pancreas 
or intestines. 

There is no cure for chronic or hereditary 
pancreatitis, and treatment focuses on re-
ducing pain and managing the condition. 
Gastroenterologists can prescribe digestive 
enzyme supplements, vitamin supplements 
and pain relievers. In some cases, they may 
recommend surgical procedures to remove 
damaged pancreatic tissue.

To make an appointment with a gastroen-
terologist affiliated with NewYork-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, call the Institute 
for Digestive and Liver Disorders,  l 866-DI-
GEST-1 (866-344-3781) or go to nyp.org/Brook-
lyn and select the “Find a Doctor” tile.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about being pee-
ved. 

The city must move a stor-
age shed that passers-by with 
busy bladders use as an out-
door urinal, according to area 
residents who said the sea-
sonal warm weather exacer-
bates the foul stench of human 
waste outside their homes. 

“It’s right outside my win-
dow so on hot days it smells,” 
said Diana Dietrich, who 
lives on S. Elliott Place near 
DeKalb Avenue and shares 
her block with the stinky 
structure. 

The School Construction 
Authority — the agency in 
charge of building and repair-
ing schools — installed the 
temporary shed last July to 
store materials for a project 
at Brooklyn Technical High 
School. It has become a fa-
vorite spot for people to take 
a public leak ever since, with 
pedestrians stopping to pee 
on it at least once a day, ac-
cording to Dietrich.   

To make matters worse, 
delinquents discard trash 

Shoddy potty
Locals demand removal of agency street 
shed that has become a public toilet  

near the structure and water 
pools on top of the shed when 
it rains, creating a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes that 
locals fear carry diseases. 
And the sidewalk near the 
shed — which is covered by 
scaffolding — is now a site 
for suspicious activities, ac-
cording to another local who 
saw someone rolling a joint in 
the shadow of the bin. 

“Dark things with dark 
spaces in New York create 
little nooks and crannies for 
people to do bad stuff in,” said 
Bretton Scott, who witnesses 
shed-side debauchery from 
his home next door.

It is only a matter of time 
before a person takes ad-
vantage of the block’s shady 
conditions and holds some-
one up or sneaks into a build-
ing while a door is still open, 
Scott said. 

“It’s an eyesore, it’s a safety 
issue,” he said. “What hap-
pens when someone mugs 
you or comes into a build-
ing?” he said. 

A rep for the School Con-
struction Authority said the 
storage container contains 
important materials for the 
Brooklyn Tech project and 
cannot be removed until 
July 31. 

In the meantime, the on-
site contractor will complete 
daily inspections and sweep 
off water that accumulates af-
ter rainfall, according to a De-
partment of Education spokes-
woman. 

Diana Dietrich is fed up with the S. Elliot Place stor-
age shed that has become a public urinal, and said 
it’s really starting to stink now that the weather is 
heating up.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The brother of a Brooklyn 
man convicted of murdering 
an 8-year-old boy was found 
bound in duct tape and dead 
in a basement closet at his 
family home on June 2. 

Tzvi Aron, 29, was found 
by another brother, Yerach-
miel Aron, shortly before 3 
pm inside the Kensington 
home on E. Second Street be-
tween Avenue C and Courte-
lyou Road. 

The cause of Aron’s death 
is unknown, according to 
a police spokesman, who 

Child-killer’s brother dead
Found bound in basement closet of Kensington home

said the the medical exam-
iner’s autopsy will deter-
mine how the investigation 
continues. 

The medical examiner 
is studying the cause of 
death, said a spokeswoman 
who declined to say when 
the findings would be made 
public.  

Tzvi Aron’s brother Levi 
Aron   was sentenced to 40 
years to life in prison in 
2012 after pleading guilty 
to kidnapping and murder-
ing 8-year-old Leiby Kletzky 
in 2011.

Police discovered the brother of convicted killer Levi 
Aron dead inside a closet in the basement of his E. 
Second Street home in Kensington on June 2.
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #2
Mayor Bill de Blasio wants affordable housing and income equality for all New Yorkers.
(Note: as long as it doesn’t affect his bank account)

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #3

The Facts:
Mayor•  de Blasio freezes the rents of stabilized apartment owners,  
but Landlord de Blasio has continued to raise rents… of his tenants 
in two homes he owns in Park Slope to cover his expenses.  
(Source: PoliticoNY, 4/17/17)

de Blasio is a hypocrite – rent hikes for his tenants, but he denies • 
the largest providers of affordable housing the revenue they need 
to repair, improve and maintain apartments for their tenants. 

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Eggplant

lb.lb.6969¢¢

6/7 7AM - 6/12 7PM
7 8 9 10 11 12SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

ORGANIC

Yellow Ripe
Bananas

lb.lb.6969¢¢

SWEET DEAL!

Gold
Pineapples

$$22forfor44

SPECIAL

Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3535¢¢

1129$$
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

$$66forfor199199
Corn

$$22forfor44
Driscoll 
Raspberries

Plum Tomatoes

7979¢¢
lb.lb. 1129$$

Nectarines

lb.lb.

Red Peppers

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

D

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

$$299299
ea.ea.

$$299299
ea.ea.

Guacamole Lemonades

$$55forfor22
D

$$199199
ea.ea.

Whipped Butter

9999
Greek Yogurt

¢¢

K

finale of, naturally, “Purple 
Rain,” which blasted as pur-
ple confetti fell onto an ex-
uberant crowd. 

“The party ended with a 
finale of ‘Purple Rain’ and 
we had this beautiful pur-
ple confetti falling from the 
sky,” Garcia said.

The filmmaker and the 
legendary musical artist col-
laborated on several projects, 
including Lee’s film “Girl 
6,” and Prince’s soul-pop 
tune “Money Don’t Matter 
2 Night.” 

“There was a lot of mu-
tual respect there,” Garcia 
said. 

Continued from page 1

PRINCE...

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was an affair to remem-
ber! 

Actress and Brooklynite 
Debi Mazar emceed a gala 
on Monday to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of a local 
social services provider — 
and it was a night for the 
organization’s history book, 
said a spokeswoman for the 
group that got its start helping 

Civil War-era street kids. 
“It was a wonderful, 

inspiring night,” said Sonya 
Shields, a rep for Brooklyn 
Community Services. “For 
the past couple years, we’ve 
been going through the 
archives as the anniversary 
approached, and the amount 
of work BCS has done in the 
borough is remarkable.”   

The organization — which 
offers healthcare, legal aid, 
and job training services, 

as well as assistance for 
the blind and disabled — 
raised $400,000 at the 
event, which it will use for 
youth development, mental 
services, and support for the 
disabled. 

And while Mazar — 
who hosts her own Cooking 
Channel show and has 
appeared in series such as 
“Younger” and “Entourage” 
— may have brought the star 
power to the gala at 1 Hotel 

Brooklyn Bridge, the night’s 
honorees, who all received 
recognition for their work 
helping the less fortunate, 
shone just as bright. 

They included: Aaron 
and Deborah Dean, Edward 
Gentner, the Phillips-
Van Heusen corporation, 
Brooklyn Sports and 
Entertainment, and the 
Brooklyn High School for 
Leadership and Community 
Service. 

Party with a purpose!
A local group celebrates 150 years of service

Actress and Brooklynite Debi Mazar led the cer-
emonies.

Philanthropist Deborah Dean was honored at the 
Brooklyn Community Services 150th anniversary 
gala.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A
ll aboard Priscilla!

The famous Australian 
film about drag queens 

trekking across the Outback 
will get a Brooklyn-style 
makeover this summer. The 
live musical “Priscilla Queen 
of the Desert,” opening at the 
Old Stone House in Park Slope 
on July 6, changes the setting 
from 1990s Australia to mod-
ern-day America, but the dif-
ficult journey the characters 
(pictured) take, confronting 
homophobic locals in small 
desert towns, remains the same 
as they traverse the Southwest, 
said the show’s director.

“We are going to take it from 
Brooklyn across the country 
all the way to Arizona, and 
then we are going to have our 
Brooklyn drag queens have to 
face Trump voters in middle 
America and find acceptance 
and win people over,” said Park 
Sloper John McEneny, who is 
also a co-founder of Piper The-
atre Productions, which is put-
ting on the show. 

McEneny and his fellow 
directors got the idea for the 
show late on Election Night 
2016, when it became clear 
that Trump would become 
president. In the midst of that 
gloom, they couldn’t think of 
anything better than “Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert,” with 
its boundary-pushing, posi-
tive portrayal of gay and trans-
gender people, to give peo-
ple something to smile about, 
he said.

“We decided to do this play 
after the election. I think peo-

ple need to have something re-
ally fun and exciting and pos-
itive, for people really being 
themselves and true to them-
selves facing opposition,” said 
McEneny. “I feel like people 
need something fun, I think 
it’s really important right 
now that people are coming 
together and going to theater 
and laughing.”

The outdoor show, which 
will feature a live six-person 
band, will be a little grit-
tier than the original, said 
McEneny. The costumes will 
look like they were made by 
the drag queens themselves, 
out of random materials like 
plastic lobsters, he said. And 
the beautiful bus named Pris-
cilla, which gets the queens 
to their destination, will re-
flect its scrappy origins in the 
Midwest. 

“Our whole set is an actual 
bus purchased from a religious 
commune in Ohio. It’s quite 
the bus — all the seats have 
been gutted, it’s a little worse 
for wear, but I think it’s going 
to look like three drag queens 
have driven this across coun-
try,” said McEneny. “We’re 
painting it a billion beauti-
ful colors, and it’s going to 
be parked in residence. It’s 
going to be absolutely beau-
tiful.”

“Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert” at the Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.
pipertheatre.org]. Thu–Sat, 
July 6–22 at 8 pm. Free.

S H OW

Phil-ing in!

They’ll let anyone into the New York Phil-
harmonic these days!

New York City’s premier orchestra is inviting 
audience members to play along during its free 
concert in Prospect Park on June 16. The New 
York Philharmonic will welcome all comers to 
join in for a short section of Antonín Dvorák’s 
“New World Symphony,” an event that will give 
amateur musicians a chance to dust off their in-
struments and brag that they have played with 
the acclaimed orchestra, according to the en-
semble’s chief historian.

“I would guess there’s a fair number of people 
who would like to say they’ve performed with 
the New York Philharmonic, and this is their 
chance,” said Barbara Haws, archivist and his-
torian for the orchestra.

The Philharmonic is providing  online sheet 
music and practice videos  for the “Largo” section 
of the Bohemian composer’s magnum opus so 
that would-be Philharmonic members can bone 
up on their craft. And for the amateurs who don’t 
do their homework, conductor Alan Gilbert will 
give a brief lesson before leading his audience 
in the two-minute performance.

Those without instruments can also join in. 
Singers will be guided through a rendition of 
“Goin’ Home,” a choral piece that accompa-
nies the music.

Inviting the unwashed, untrained masses to 
perform Dvorák’s masterpiece may sound like 
an insult to the composer, but that could not be 
further from the truth, according to Haws. The 
Bohemian immigrant to New York was one of 
the city’s first truly egalitarian composers, and 
he led a music conservatory that was open to 
men — and to women — of all races, a rarity 
during the 1890s, said Haws.

“I think he would actually be thrilled,” the 
historian said.

This is the first time New York Philharmonic 
has invited audience members to play along for 
a section of the show, and there is one concern 
vexing the orchestra’s resident historian — that 
an audience equipped with musical instruments 
might not be as quiet as they should be. 

“If I had one worry, it’s that people might 
continue playing throughout the concert,” Haws 
said.

So put your instruments away as soon as the 
starts, please. 

Play along with the New York Philharmonic at 
Prospect Park’s Long Meadow Ballfields [enter 
at 15th Street and Prospect Park Southwest in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8951, www.prospectpark.
org]. June 16 at 8 pm. Free. — Colin Mixson

M U S I C !

Brooklyn is getting all keyed up!
More than a dozen brightly painted pianos 

popped up across the borough this week, invit-
ing anyone to tickle the keys as part of the Sing 
for Hope public art project. The artist behind 
one eye-catching instrument in Sunset Park says 
that she designed her piece to draw people in so 
they would fill the air with music.

“I wanted to create something really quirky, 
something that people will stop and look at, and 
with all the bright colors, say ‘Hey this looks 
really cool’ and just take the time to play it,” 
said  Manon Casimir . 

The Canarsie artist experiences synesthesia 
— a condition that lets her see sounds — and 
her piano painting reflects her visual percep-
tion of music. One segment, decorated with pur-
ple and black swirls, represents the sine waves 
that she spots in tunes, and the various colors 
— purple, yellow, black, pink — represent dif-
ferent frequencies in songs, she said. 

Casimir normally paints on linen, canvas, and 
wood panels, but this is the first time she has ap-
plied her brush to a musical instrument. She has 
been playing the piano for two years, but the expe-
rience of painting each section of the device gave 
her a new appreciation for its complexity. 

“It was definitely challenging,” she said. “It’s 
so funny, because I normally play the piano — 
but I never really knew how many parts there 
were until I did this.” 

The Sing for Hope program creates oppor-
tunities to play piano for those who might not 
have access to the pricey instrument. The 14 de-
vices scattered across Brooklyn include several 
painted with tributes to local scenes, includ-
ing an homage to the subway on an instrument 
in Willoughby Square Downtown, and scenes 
from the People’s Playground painted on a piano 
parked on the Coney Island Boardwalk.

The pianos will be kept in place until June 25, 
when they will be transported to public schools 
across the city. 

Casimir, who titled her artistic instrument 
“Loud, So Hope Can Hear It,” wants people to 
play her piano unabashedly while they have the 
chance, and to use the music to escape from ev-
eryday frustrations. 

“I want people just to play the piano loudly, have a 
great time, and not worry about stress,” she said. 

Sing for Hope piano by Manon Casimir in 
Sunset Park (near the flagpole, 41st Street at 
Sixth Avenue in Sunset Park, www.singforhope.
org). Through June 25. Free. — Lauren Gill
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Queens in Kings
The fab ladies of ‘Priscilla’ get a Brooklyn makeover

Drag-ulous TV
Friday nights belong to legend-

ary queen RuPaul, and her reality 
television show “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race.” The ninth season’s pen-
ultimate episode is this Friday, 
and Brooklyn queen Sasha Ve-
lour seems poised to sashay her 
way to the finale. Bars all over 
the borough will tune in to cheer 
on the hometown gal, but we rec-
ommend stopping at  Excelsior 
in Park Slope, where the screen-
ing is followed by the amateur 
lip sync competition “Louvel’s 
Hag Race!” 

Excelsior [563 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 15th and 16th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 788–2710, www.
excelsiorbrooklyn.com). June 9 at 
8 pm. Free.

A good read 
Start the day with a queen telling 

a fairy tale! The Brooklyn Public 
Library will host Drag Queen Story 
Hour on Saturday morning, where 
Cholula Lemon will read books to 
kids and bond with little ones who 
also enjoy dressing up.

Drag Queen Story Hour with 
Cholula Lemon at  the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Park Slope branch 
[431 Sixth Ave. at Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–1853, www.
bklynlibrary.org]. June 10 at 11 
am. Free.

Fest for a queen
This year’s Brooklyn Pride 

features a newly bulked-up day-
time festival long enough to sat-
isfy any size queen. The Multi-
cultural Festival on Fifth Avenue 
stretches from First to Ninth Street 
— two blocks longer than in pre-
vious years — and it features a 
performance stage at each end. 
Queens from the Sunset Park 
lounge Xstasy will perform on 
both stages, along with drag per-
formers Eve Black and Shirley U 
Jest, and about two dozen other 
musicians and artists.

Multicultural Street Festival 
Fifth Avenue between First and 
Ninth Streets in Park Slope, www.
brooklynpride.org]. June 10, 
Noon–5 pm. Free.

It’s a walk-off!
Brooklyn’s Twilight Pride Pa-

rade celebrates its 21st anniversary 
on June 10 — it’s old enough to 
drink! The evening parade will step 
off from Lincoln Place at 7:30 pm 
and travel down Fifth Avenue to 
Ninth Street. The walk will be em-
ceed by shape-shifting chanteuse 
Louvel (host of the “Hag Race” 
mentioned above), along with Mark 
Nayden, the co-owner of gay bar 
Excelsior.

Twilight Pride Parade on Fifth 
Avenue, from Lincoln Place to 

Ninth Street in Park Slope, www.
brooklynpride.org. June 10 at 
7:30 pm. Free. 

Cute Little show
This month’s Be Cute queer 

dance party at Littlefield will fea-
ture a full flock of queens on Sat-
urday night for its Pride Party. The 
late-night event, hosted by Horror-
chata, will feature performances 
from Merrie Cherrie, Lady Que-
saDilla, and West Dakota, among 
others, and will keep the beats go-
ing until 4 am.

Be Cute Brooklyn Pride at 
Littlefield, (622 Degraw Str. be-
tween Third and Fourth Avenues 
in Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.
com). June 10, 11 pm–4 am. $12–
$15 ($10 in advance). 

Drag queens rule
Queens are taking over the county of Kings! Brooklyn Pride 

is this weekend, and gender-bending performers will take cen-
ter stage — sometimes literally — at a bevy of events around 
the borough. Here’s a brief guide for those who want to have a 
weekend out with the girls.  — Alexandra Simon

Pretty in pink: Brooklyn drag 
performer Sasha Velour is 
a finalist on “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race,” and many bars in the 
borough will screen the finale 
next weekend.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 9

He’s a Dick!
Catch the summer’s 
first Shakespeare in a 
park production with 
the Smith Street 
Stage’s “Richard III” 
in Carroll Park. Settle 
down for the com-
pletely escapist tale 
of a power-hungry 
villain who smiles and 
connives his way into 
power, pushing his 
country to the break-
ing point. The show 
continues through 
June 25.

7:30 pm at Carroll Park 
(237 Carroll St. between 
Smith and Court streets in 
Carroll Gardens, www.
smithstreetstage.org).) 
Free. 

SATURDAY
June 10

Me, me, me!
Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
greatest poet at a 
marathon reading of 
Walt Whitman’s epic 
poem “Song of 
Myself.” A Whitman 
sampler of different 
readers will each per-
form three sections of 
the 52-part, 15,000-
word piece, some 
while dressed as the 
Bard of Brooklyn, and 
others putting their 
own spin on the words 
by presenting them 
with music, or through 
the medium of dance. 

5 pm at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Granite Prospect, 
Pier 1 (enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton 
Street in Dumbo, www.
brooklynbridgepark.org). 
Free.

SUNDAY
June 11

Hot dogs!
Badass Brooklyn Ani-
mal Rescue throws a 
Summer Festival! 
Bring your own pup 
and let him run 
around the dog agil-
ity course, or maybe 
meet a slobbery new 
pal at the doggie 
kissing booth. More 
than 100 adoptable 
dogs will be ready to 
head home with you, 
and you can also get 
free samples from 
the Big Gay Ice 
Cream Truck and visit 
the beer tent.

1–5 pm at President 
Street (between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus, www.badass-
brooklynanimalrescue.
com). Free.

MONDAY
June 12

Park it
Five great authors 
kick off the Franklin 
Park Reading Series 
summer season, but 
we’re showing up for 
Victor LaValle, whose 
horror tale “Ballad of 
Black Tom,” master-
fully subverts H.P. 
Lovecraft’s racist  
story “The Horror of 
Red Hook.” 

8 pm at Franklin Park (618 
St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin ave-
nues. in Crown Heights, 
www.franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com). Free.

THURSDAY
June 15

Ready to 
Rollins
Self-described “cow-
girl poetry” musician 
Rodes Rollins brings 
her pyschelic sounds 
to the Live at the 
Archway Thursday 
night music series 
tonight. The event 
also hosts a pop-up 
gallery of work from 
Melanie Hope Green-
berg, who drew the 
picture book “Mer-
maids on Parade.” 

6 pm at the Archway 
Under The Manhattan 
Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street 
and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (718) 237–8700], 
www.dumbo.is. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, A TASTE OF ‘BROOKLYN 

AMERICANA MUSIC FESTIVAL’: A 
free Concert featuring fi ve Brooklyn 
bands that play Dumbo and Red 
Hook venues. Free. 5 pm. The Arch-
way under the Manhattan Bridge 
[Water Street between Adams Street 
and Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
(718) 243–9005], www.bkamf.com. 

ART, “TRANSPARENCY” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A new group exhi-
bition focusing on mental health 
awareness, with 18 visual artists and 
three performances, which start at 
8:30 pm. Free. 5–10 pm. Image Gal-
lery (1501 Broadway between Cor-
nelia Street and Jefferson Avenue in 
Bushwick), www.imagegallery.nyc. 

ART, “THE FAMILY IMPRINT” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An outdoor, 
large-scale exhibit of photojournal-
ist Nancy Borowick’s images of her 
parents going through treatment for 
cancer at the same time. Free. 6 pm. 
(Washington Street between Pros-
pect and York streets in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindustries.com. 

MUSIC, SLACKJAW & HOLLER: Folk, 
sea shanties, and bluegrass songs. 
$5–$20 suggested donation. 7:30 
pm. Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN FILM FESTIVAL: 
The 20th annual festival returns 
with 122 narrative, documentary, 
animated, short, and experimental 
fi lms, with screenings at the Wythe 
Hotel and all over Williamsburg. $15. 
7:30 pm and 9:30 pm. Wythe Hotel 
[80 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.brooklynfi lmfestival.org. 

COMEDY, “S--- SHOW”: A night of 
parent-themed comedy from hosts 
Ophira Eisenberg and Emily Flake, 
with guests Adira Amram, Kat Bur-
dick, Ben Schwartz, and more. $10 
($8 in advance). 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

 DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2”: Brooklyn Ballet pres-
ents an evening of new work that 
blends ballet with urban dance, 
tap, jazz, and modern dance. $25 
($15 students and seniors). 8 pm. 

The Actors Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between Smith 
and Hoyt streets in Downtown). 

MUSIC, FLOCK OF DIMES, ANCIENT 
OCEAN: $15 ($12 in advance). 11:59 
pm. Baby’s All Right [146 Broad-
way between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
5800], www.babysallright.com. 

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, RED HOOK FEST: Featuring 

a lineup of professional bands and 
dance companies, plus kayak rides, 
face-painting, and an interactive 
scavenger hunt. Free. 2–7 pm. Louis 
Valentino Pier [Coffey Street at Ferris 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 643–6790], 
www.redhookfest.com. 

MUSIC, ALICE AND THE UNDER-
GROUND, AL LEE WYER: Musicians 
play the “Rites of Spring” art show. 
Free. 2 pm and 4 pm. Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, WORLD REFUGEE DAY FESTI-
VAL AND FUNDRAISER: A night of 
music and merriment to benefi t the 
New Overtures Fellowship, which 
helps refugees seeking music educa-
tion careers in Brooklyn. With family 
activities, a pot-luck dinnner, and a 
concert and dance party. Free. 6–11 
pm. Brooklyn Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between Lincoln 
and Saint Johns plaes in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, “AMERICAN VOICES”: Grace 
Chorale of Brooklyn welcomes the 
Congressional Chorus of Washing-
ton DC to for a joint concert of cho-
ral music refl ecting America’s diver-
sity. $15. 7 pm. St. Ann’s Church (157 
Montague St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.gracecho-
rale.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, Uncle 
Murda, and more. $65–$166. 
8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Eddie Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and more. $70–
$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 2017: $26–

$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-three 

basketball games with profes-
sional players. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL PACKAGE 

TOUR: With New Kids on the 
Block, Paula Abdul, and Boyz II 
Men. $25–$995. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Marky mark your calendar!: The New Kids on the Block 
(which has not actually included Mark Wahlberg since 1985 
— you can look it up!) will dance onto the stage of Barclays 
Center as part of the Total Package Tour on June 27.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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go green

Save when 
you reuse 
your tote: 

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ll try to stay above water!

A group of dancers will 
shimmy and shake while stand-

ing atop canoes floating on the toxic 
Gowanus Canal on June 24. The per-
formance, part of international Global 
Water Dances day, is designed to raise 
awareness of the importance of clean 
water, but the dancers hope to make 
their point without dipping so much 
as a toe in the notoriously filthy wa-
terway, said the director of the Ar-
tichoke Dance Company. 

“The plan is to not capsize — but 
we’ve been rehearsing in the canoe 
so people understand stability,” said 
Lynn Neuman, who lives just a few 
blocks away from Brooklyn’s Nau-
tical Purgatory.

The five boat-based performers will 
be joined by more dancers standing on 
the shore, all of them wearing outfits 
made out of twisted, braided, and oth-

erwise shaped plastic bags. The plas-
tic apparel demonstrates how harmful 
the bags can be to the environment 
and to wildlife, said Neuman. 

“It’s kind of a political statement 
— we have all these bags, we don’t 
need them, they shouldn’t be in our 
waste stream,” she said. “The whole 

project is to raise awareness about 
what’s going on. Real estate devel-
opers are touting this as waterfront 
living, but really it’s a toxic zone, a 
public living hazard.” 

Students from nearby schools PS 
32 and PS 372 will also perform, with 
their own choreography that flows 
with the movement of water. 

Anyone who wants to join the per-
formers — dancing safely on the shore, 
to be clear — can learn the flowing 
choreography  at several workshops  
held in the weeks before the show, 
and also learn to make an outfit from 
shopping bags. All together, the dif-
ferent dancers will fill the Gowanus 
with movement, said Neuman. 

“All along that promenade, there 
will be people on land and on wa-
ter,” she said.

Before the show, at 1 pm, mem-
bers of the Gowanus Canal Conser-
vancy will offer some brave souls 
walking tours of the infested canal. 
The afternoon event will also fea-
ture interactive displays and infor-
mational tables where people can 
learn how to improve their water-
ways, said Neuman. 

“I hope that people walk away with 
the desire to do something, like ‘Oh 
I’m going to bring my own bag to 
the grocery store,” she said. “There 
are three actionable items you can 
do today — bring your own bag, re-
duce water usage when it rains, and 
drink tap water.”

It’s dirty dancing
Company twirls on the Gowanus canal

Plastic people: Members of the Artichoke Dance Company will dress in shopping bags to make a statement about pollution and the 
importance of clean water, for a show on the Gowanus Canal on June 24.

Je
re

m
y 

A
m

ar

Float on: Artichoke Dance Company dancers will carry on per-
forming on the banks of the Gowanus Canal on June 24.
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Global Water Dances at the 
Gowanus Canal (Promenade 
at Whole Foods, Third Street 
between Third Avenue and 
Bond Street in Gowanus, 
www.ar t ichokedance.org). 
June 24 at 2 pm. Free.

DA N C E
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Available now on Amazon.com,
BarnesandNoble.com

Xulon.com
Available soon in

Barnes and Noble Stores

Weddings
Engagements

Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, 
Cocktail, and Buffet options. 

We can create any theme for your 
occasion with unique LED lighting 
options & special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS

BROOKLYN NETS DANCE 
TEAM AUDITIONS: Try out 
for the team’s cheerlead-
ing squad! Free. 10 am. LIU 
Brooklyn (1 University Plaza 
at Dekalb Avenue in Down-
town), www.brooklynettes.
com. 

EXTRA CRISPY BREAKFESTI-
VAL: An all-day outdoor cel-
ebration of breakfast foods, 
plus a dee-jay, dancing, and 
games. Free. Noon–8 pm. 
Industry City Food Hall (274 
36th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park), www.extracrispy.com. 

ART, “THE RITES OF SPRING” 
PIER ART SHOW: The 
Brooklyn Waterfront Arts 
Coalition presents its spring 
show, featuring the work of 
almost 300 artists. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

PET COSTUME DAY: Dress 
up your doggie — or any 
other pet, and show them 
off! Registration fee is two 
cans of cat or dog food.  2 
pm. Deno’s Wonder Wheel  
(West 12th Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island). 

FILM, “SHUT UP ANTHONY”: 
An indie fi lm about a guy 
who talks too much. Part 
of the 2017 Brooklyn Film 
Festival. $15. 8 pm. Windmill 
Studios (300 Kingsland Ave. 
between Norman and Nas-
sau avenues in Greenpoint), 
www.brooklynfi lmfestival.
org. 

FILM, “TRAPPED”: A collec-
tion of uncanny short fi lms, 
with music from Tropical 
Rock and an after-party. 
$15. 8 pm. Industry City 
Courtyard (Second Avenue 
between 36th and 37th 
streets in Sunset Park). 

SUN, JUNE 11
FREE YOGA AT THE EV-

ERGREENS CEMETERY: 
Open to all levels of prac-
tice. Please bring a mat or 
towel. Free. 10 am. The 
Evergreens Cemetery [1629 
Bushwick Ave. at Conway 
Street in Bushwick, (718) 
455–5300], www.theever-
greenscemetery.com.  

MUSIC, JIM PETRIE, THE RE-
PRESSIONS: Musicians play 
the “Rites of Spring” art 
show. Free. 2 pm and 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt 
St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, THURSDAY, THE HO-
TELIER, PUP: Part of the 
Northside Music Festival. 
Free, RSVP suggested. 2 
pm. McCaren Park (N. 12th 
St. between Bedford and 
Berry avenues in Williams-
burg), www.northsidefesti-
val.com. 

SPORTS, KAYAK POLO: Join 

the game! Your level of 
experience doesn’t matter, 
and nothing will improve 
your kayaking skills as 
quickly as playing this game. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse (End 
of Pineapple St. and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.bbpboathouse.org. 

EQUALITY RALLY AND CAN-
DLELIGHT VIGIL: Come 
together with members of 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender commu-
nity to remember those 
killed in Orlando one year 
ago. Free. 7:30 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MON, JUNE 12
MUSIC, HONORS: $15 ($12 in 

advance). 8 pm. Baby’s All 
Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 

(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday-
night comedy series 
welcomes Sagar Bhatt, 
Mary-Devon Dupuy, Chloe 
McGovern, and Liza Trey-
ger. Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES SUM-
MER BLOCKBUSTER: Hear 
new lit from stellar authors 
Victor LaValle, Jason Reyn-
olds, Julia Fierro (The Gypsy 
Moth Summer), and more. 
With $5 drafts and a book 
raffl e. Free. 8 pm. Franklin 
Park (618 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues. in Crown Heights), 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com.  

TUES, JUNE 13
FUND-RAISER, TASTE OF 

BUSHWICK: Sample food 
and drinks from more than 
50 Bushwick restaurants, 
bars, and shops at this fund-
raiser for the Bushwick Starr 
theater. $55 ($125 VIP). 6:30 
pm. (24 Rock St. between 
Morgan Avenue and Bogart 
Street in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

TALK, ROXANE GAY: Writer 
Roxane Gay joins BAM for a 
night of discourse in light of 
the release of her new book, 
“Hunger: A Memoir of (My) 
Body,” which explores her 
past and her journey in 
understanding herself. $25 
($45 with book). 7 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Lafayatte 
Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, “RUDE” COMEDY 
SHOW: A jam-packed night 
improv, sketch, and stand-
up shows. Free. 7:30 pm. 
South 4th Bar (90 S. Fourth 
St. at Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.rudecom-
edy.com. 

MUSIC, JESSICA HERNAN-
DEZ & THE DELTAS: $14. 
10 pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

WED, JUNE 14
TALK, AN EVENING ON 

LESBIAN PREGNANCY: A 
doctor, attorney, and sperm 
bank representative discuss 
issues facing gay women 
who want to have a child. 
Free. 6:30 pm. MCU Park 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island), www.
path2parenthood.org. 

FILM, “ROUGH NIGHT”: A 
bachelorette party for fi ve 
friends takes a hilariously 
dark turn. $15. 7 pm. The 
William Vale (111 N. 12th 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH 
DAWES: $40 ($35 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, MAN FOREVER: Mu-
sician Kid Millions releases 
the new album “Play What 
They Want” as part of his 
Man Forever project. $15 
($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

MUSIC, GLADES, MIYA 
FOLICK, NORTHEAST 
PARTY HOUSE: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Baby’s All 
Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. 

MUSIC, JC BROOKS: $15. 9 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW NYC: 
With Ryan Hamilton, Sean 
Patton, Liz Magee, Yama-
neika Saunders, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, 
(718) 387–3585], cysknyc.
com. 

THURS, JUNE 15
FILM, BLACK QUEER BROOK-

LYN ON FILM: A weekly 
screening of short fi lms by 
young, black, queer, female-
identifi ed and gender-non-
conforming artists and fi lm-
makers working in Brooklyn. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, and 
8 pm. Brooklyn Museum 

[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, RAUL MIDÓN: Part of 
the 2017 BAM R&B Festival 
at MetroTech. Free. Noon. 
MetroTech Commons [Flat-
bush Ave and Myrtle Ave 
in Downtown, (718) 636–
4100], www.BAM.org. 

FUND-RAISER, 2017 COM-
MUNITY LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS AND GALA: 
The Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center hosts a gala 
honoring those who make 
a difference with a night 
of cocktails, dinner, music, 
and dancing! $175. 6:30 
pm. 26Bridge [26 Bridge 
St. between Plymouth and 
John streets in Dumbo, 
(347) 889–7719], lgbtbrook-
lyn.org. 

MUSIC, JAMES VINCENT 
MCMORROW: $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

DANCE, “TENDERIZER”: 
A mash-up of three new 
dance pieces by Sally Silvers 
and Dancers. $15–$25. 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

FRI, JUNE 16
ART, “NASTY STITCHES” 

OPENING RECEPTION: A 
group exhibition of politi-
cal fabric and embroidery 
art. Free. 6–9 pm. Victor + 
Mo (56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick), www.
victorimo.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: Come-
dians in character perform 
hilarious readings of fake 
novels. With hosts Colin 
O’Brien and Michael Wolf. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, BUKE & GASE, FU-
SILIER, GREG FOX: $15 
($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Baby’s All Right [146 Broad-
way between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

DANCE, “TENDERIZER”: 8 
pm. See Thursday, June 15. 

FILM, THE MARIBOR UPRIS-
INGS: In this interactive fi lm 
about a political uprising 
in Slovenia, the audience 
decides the outcome of the 
fi lm. Followed a discussion 
with the directors. Free. 8 
pm. Metro Tech Commons 
(5 MetroTech Center at 
Bridge Street in Downtown). 

MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STABAT 
MATER: A staged perfor-
mance of Pergolesi’s sacred 
composition, along with 
arias and chamber works 
by Vivaldi. $30. 8:30 pm. 
The Muse [350 Moffat St. 
between Irving and Knick-
erbocker avenues in Bush-
wick, (929) 400–1678], www.
themusebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, HOLY TRINITY 
DANCE PARTY: A night of 
music and dancing dedi-
cated the powerhouse holy 
trinity of music: Beyonce, 
Rihanna, and Nicki Minaj. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 11:59 
pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

SAT, JUNE 17
EVENT, CONEY ISLAND 

MERMAID PARADE: Join 
Queen Mermaid Debbie 
Harry and King Neptune 
Chris Stein, both of the 
band Blondie, for the 35th 
annual parade featuring 
marching bands, fl oats, and 
participants barely dressed 
as mermaids and sea crea-
tures! Free. 1 pm. (W. 21st 
Street and Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
island.com. 

MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STABAT 
MATER: 8:30 pm. See Fri-
day, June 16. 

MUSIC, EMO NIGHT BROOK-
LYN: If you spent your for-
mative years feeling all the 
feels to Brand New, Taking 
Back Sunday, The Used, 
and Something Corporate, 
Emo Night Brooklyn is for 
you. Dance and scream your 
lungs out to the best of 
2000’s emo and pop punk. 
$14 ($10 in advance). 10 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FLEA MARKET: Clothing, 
family commodities, arts, 
books, refreshments, and 
more. Free. 9 am–4 pm. 
Episcopal Church of the 
Holy Spirit [8117 Bay Park-
way at 82nd Street in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 837–0412], 
www.episcopalchurch-of-
holyspirit-org. 

READING, “PORTRAITS IN 
POETRY AND PROSE”: 
Writers from Staten Island 
team up with members of 
the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition to present 
new work. Free. 2–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt 
St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

COMEDY, “EARTHQUAKE 
AND FRIENDS FATHER’S 
DAY COMEDY SHOW”: 
Comedian Earthquake, 
known for playing Uncle 
Mike in “Everybody Hates 
Chris,” headlines a night 
of stand-up comedy. $54. 
8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Sea the art come to life: Thousands will dress up in their fanciest duds to march 
down Surf Avenue during the Coney Island Mermaid Parade on June 17.

N
o

rm
an

 B
la

ke



June 9–15, 2017 AWP  13Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Live in a world  
where an energy- 
efficient practice  
begins with an  
examination  
of your lighting  
system.

 
Find out how Con Edison can 
advise you on how to save an 
average of $3,000 annually 
in energy costs by upgrading 
your lighting system.
manage-energy.conEd.com

THE ANNUAL CELEBRATION 
OF BROOKLYN-MADE 
FOOD AND DRINK

New York  Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge
10am - 4pm
www.brooklyneats.com

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It could have been death 
from above.

A chunk of steel fell from 
the Manhattan Bridge, land-
ing just feet away from pa-
trons of an outdoor rock 
climbing gym, which stayed 
open for days as fragments 
cracked off the crossing be-
cause authorities assured its 
owner there was nothing to 
worry about. 

“The MTA and DOT were 
trying to tell us it was more 
of an isolated incident so we 
took it at face value, but when 
a second piece fell we said 
enough was enough,” said 
Mike Wolfert, who owns 
Dumbo Boulders on Plym-
outh and Adams streets in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and city De-
partment of Transportation 
officials said the plummet-
ing steel — approximately 
the size of a piece of paper — 
was a one-time incident, but 
when a screw rained down 
from the bridge days later, 
Wolfert shut his operation to 
prevent climbers from getting 
bonked in the head by future 
falling fragments. 

He announced on Face-
book on May 23  the gym 
would close as it investigated 
why scraps were tumbling 
from the span . The piece of 
steel that fell six days ear-
lier, on May 17, could have 
killed someone had it landed 
any closer, according to one 
witness. 

“Dust cloud was 30 feet 
high. Strangely no one re-
ally reacted or realized. I 
am surprised that no action 
was taken. Ten feet further 
away and this piece would 
have killed,” Oliver Hand-

DUCK AND COVER!
Steel falls from Manhattan Bridge near outdoor gym

Climbers at Dumbo Boulders gym were feet away from metal pieces that rained 
down from the Manhattan Bridge earlier this month.
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los wrote on Facebook. 
City and state agencies 

said that the hunk of metal 
and the screw fell from the 
subway tracks that carry the 
B, D, N, and Q trains, ac-
cording to Wolfert. 

The transportation depart-
ment did not advise the boul-
ders to close after the steel 
fell, according to a spokes-
man. 

Dumbo Boulders re-
opened on May 27 after of-
ficials told Wolfert they in-

spected the bridge, tightened 
the tracks, and will perform 
regular checkups. 

The gym owner is push-
ing the agencies for more 
permanent fixes — such as 
installing netting under the 
105-year-old crossing, which 
the city did temporarily dur-
ing construction on it in 2014 
— but said until those are im-
plemented he cannot do much 
except trust that officials are 
telling the truth. 

“It’s horrifying. They’ve 

FIND YOUR WORLD ONLINE
BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

assured us they’ve addressed 
it and we kind of have to ac-
cept the MTA’s word for it,” 
he said. “We believe it’s safe 
now, it’s obviously a tempo-
rary fix as they address the 
major concern of the aging 
bridge.” 

Reps for Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, which rents the land 
out to Wolfert, contacted the 
transit authority and trans-
portation department imme-
diately after the first piece 
fell. 

But the park leaves it to 
vendors to decide whether or 
not to close their shops, ac-
cording to a spokesman. 

“Decisions about when to 
close and open are entirely up 
to our tenants,” he said. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment.
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a classical music ca-
per! 

Straphangers in Brooklyn 
subway stations continue to 
mistake a busking cellist with 
a pro who has played national 
stages, because the two musi-
cians’ names are nearly iden-
tical — and the confusion cre-
ates problems beyond keeping 
commuters’ attention as trains 
rattle by, according to the un-
derground maestro. 

“This woman started 
screaming at me, ‘You’re not 
Eric Jacobsen,’ ” said below-
ground busker Erik Robert 
Jacobson, who was accosted 
by his fellow cello player’s 
aunt. “I said, ‘I am Erik Ja-
cobson!’ ” 

Jacobsen, a Windsor Ter-
race resident, has performed 
on “Late Night with David 
Letterman,” at Carnegie Hall, 
and with the Brooklyn Riders 
string quartet, and Jacobson — 
who hands out business cards 
while playing in stations that 
include Grand Army Plaza, the 
Atlantic Terminal, and Bor-
ough Hall as part of the Metro-
politan Transportation Author-
ity’s Music Under New York 
program — said being mis-
taken for his de facto rival can 
cost him valuable gigs. 

“People have contacted the 
other Eric Jacobsen a num-
ber of times thinking he was 
me, and vice versa,” Jacob-
son said.

The greatest insult dealt to 

Strung along
Like-named cellists create 
discord in the subways

Erik Jacobson, who frequently busks at Brooklyn 
subway stations, is often mistaken for cellist Eric Ja-
cobson, a better-known musician.
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Acclaimed cellist Eric 
Jacobsen, who has ap-
peared on television and 
played Carnegie Hall.
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the busker was when someone 
booked him for a performance 
and then canceled it upon real-
izing he was not the pro. 

“Somebody hired me for a 
job that paid pretty well, and 
then the person said, ‘Oh, we 
want the other guy,’ ” Jacob-
son said.

The case of mistaken iden-
tity is so bad that Jacobson 
uses his full name to distin-
guish himself, but a Google 
search for “Erik Robert Jacob-
son” still lists Jacobsen’s web-
site as the first result. 

The more acclaimed Ja-
cobsen may not lose jobs to 
his like-named busker, but he 
said fans of his fellow cellist 
send him messages confus-
ing him for his underground 
counterpart.

“I do get e-mails some-
times, and I didn’t understand 
why until a friend of mine sent 
me a picture of Erik busking,” 
Jacobsen said. “I said, ‘It’s me 
— but it’s not me.’ ”  

Jacobson, a member of 
Brooklyn’s underground mu-
sic scene since 2011, said he 
would not advise a career in 

busking, but that he will not 
give up on his dream of playing 
for the New York Philharmonic 
or another orchestra. 

“Don’t try this at home,” 
he said. “Getting into a ma-
jor symphony orchestra is al-
ways the goal, but each passing 
year you wonder if it’s even a 
remote possibility.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He got the big time out. 
The owner of three Brook-

lyn day care centers was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison 
on May 31 for scamming the 
New York City Administra-
tion for Children’s Services 
out of more than $50,000, fal-
sifying records, and bribing a 
city employee.

Owen Larman, 44, of Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens was 
slapped with the maximum 
sentence possible because he 
put children in harm’s way, 
said acting District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez.

Larman’s three day care 
centers, opened in Brooklyn 
between 2007 and 2011, op-
erated off of grants from the 
children’s services agency. He 

first drew city inspectors’ at-
tention when they discovered 
he packed 78 kids into an un-
derstaffed Flatbush center — 
71 more than it allowed for. 

But the real scam occurred 
after the New York State Of-
fice of Children and Family 
Services issued Larman a per-
mit to operate a separate day 
care center in an East Flatbush 
building — which he never 

Day-care operator sentenced
had a lease for. He duped the 
children’s services agency 
into giving him 11 grants 
worth $51,667 for kids be-
ing served by the bogus facil-
ity with help from an agency 
employee, who faxed the con 
forms that would have been 
mailed to the East Flatbush 
location — which, of course, 
did not exist. 

The inside man got cash 
prizes for his help, but coop-
erated with police and testi-
fied at a trial after being ar-
rested. 
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Saturday, June 24, 2017
12pm to 5pm

FREE Admission
th Street between 3rd and 4th Avenues

Everything from Computer Basics to Cutting Edge 
Products and Services. 

Learn how technology can improve your quality of life 
and help with everyday tasks!

LEAD
Sponsor

 Free Refreshments, 
   Beverages and Parking 
 Limited Senior 

   Brown Bag Lunch 
 Door Prizes and 

   Smart TV Raffl  e

 Online Banking 
 Virtual Reality 
 Social Media 

   for Seniors 
 Smart Home 

   Technology & More!

SPOTLIGHT
Sponsor

PRESENTING
Sponsors

718-748-0650 x115

337 74th STREET 
at OUR LADY OF ANGELS

(a Free Event hosted by Bay Ridge Center)

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It’s virtually the next 
level!

Thrill seekers can take one 
of Luna Park’s high-flying 
rides to the next level with 
virtual reality headsets. The 
WindstarZ already lets rid-
ers soar above the Boardwalk 
as if they were hang gliding 
above the People’s Play-
ground, but the newfangled 
tech puts adrenaline junk-
ies at the helm of their vir-
tual adventure, said a rep for 
Luna Park.

“You’re able to create 
your own experience,” said 
brand manager Angie Mooris. 
“It’s interactive, so depend-
ing on how you push the le-
ver in front of you, you can 
fly up and down and it will 
help you navigate this new 
world.” 

It’s a cutting-edge thrill 
that could be the future of 
amusement park rides. In 
fact, last summer neighbor-
ing Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park jumped on 
the futuristic bandwagon with 
similar gear in the XD Dark 
Ride, which puts park-goers 
in the thick of a post-apoc-
alyptic battle between zom-
bies and raiders. 

The WindstarZ makes a 
more lighthearted use of the 
graphics and lets riders steer 
their way through a whimsical 
town, caverns, and waterfalls 
all while shooting for coins 
in a vaguely “Super Mario 
World”-esque reality. 

This reporter had a vague 
idea of what to expect from 
trying out 3D zombies shoot-
ers. 

But I quickly learned 
that flying through the air 
with a virtual reality head-
set strapped to your head is a 
whole new ball game — you 
are peering into another world 
while your body becomes a 
whirling dervish. It’s a sur-
real sensation.

And if you’re a pro at mul-
titasking, this ride is for you. 
Pilots must steer through the 
virtual sky with a lever that 
affects how high or low you 

Out of this world!
Reporter tests Luna Park’s new virtual reality ride 

go in the real world, too, while 
tapping the side of your head-
set to shoot rainbow balls at 
coins — and you aim with 

the subtle shifts of your nog-
gin. 

It was a bit disorienting 
at first, and all the moving 

parts made me feel like I was 
soaring in a high-flying con-
traption out of “Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang.” 

But once I got the hang of 
the tech, it was quite a spec-
tacle, though the roar of the 
wind drowned out most of 
the sound effects. 

Call me old fashioned, but 
I’m partial to watching the 
world spin by rather than en-
tering a new one in the air. 
But if you’re looking for a new 
twist on an old classic, this 
might be up your alley. 

At the moment, WindstarZ 
has six of its 24 seats equipped 
with Samsung headsets that 
sync to each two-seat hang 
glider. 

The park plans to roll 
out the remaining headgear 
throughout the summer and 
has its sights set on incor-
porating engrossing graph-
ics into other rides like the 
heart thumping Thunderbolt 
roller coaster. 

“WindstarZ” at Luna Park 
[1000 Surf Ave near Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
lunaparknyc.com, (718) 373–
5862] Times vary. $5. Must 
be at least 12-year-old.

Luna Park’s WindstarZ has upgraded with virtual 
reality headsets that let park-goers feel like they’re 
soaring through another world.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

I 
have been in Europe for 
nearly 10 days — Paris, 
Venice, Florence, and 

Rome. It is a whirlwind tour 
for my mother’s 75th birth-
day, a reunion for my sisters 
and mom and I since we are 
scattered across the country 
and haven’t all been together 
for going on a decade and we 
have managed to survive with-
out killing each other. 

That is a major accom-
plishment. 

I love my family. I am con-
cerned always for their well-
being, and I wish them the 
best. And yet, when my oldest 
sister tries to suggest some-
thing we should all order for 
lunch, I turn into the bratty 
7-year-old who digs her feet 
into the sand and won’t budge 
from the sandbox. How dare 
she tell me what to do? My 
middle sister suggests maybe I 
making a big deal out of noth-
ing, and I sulk, like I used to 
in the closet of the room we 
shared, where I wrote in my 

journal about how no one un-
derstood me.

The best thing to do in 
these situations is to laugh 
at yourself, of course, but it 
often doesn’t seem funny. We 
lock into these little battles so 
early in life, and don’t let go 
of them. It feels like unsta-
ble ground if you are without 
those petty grievances after 
so long, like there is nothing 
to grip on to. But, of course, 
there is. It is called fresh earth, 
a new foundation from which 
to build new healthier rela-
tionships. 

I try to advise my own chil-
dren all the time to let go of 
their feelings about each other 

that seem so ingrained, the 
negative ones that cause them 
to lash out and slam the door 
closed against one another. It 
is so much nicer when they 
can leave that door open, 
when they can imagine that 
the things the other has said 
that are unkind have come 
in a flash of anger or envy, 
no doubt sparked by rivalry 
for mine or their father’s at-
tention. 

Siblings get locked in bat-
tles sometimes that seem un-
tenable, yet on a beautiful 
trip, walking through ancient 
squares, standing in front of 
places like Saint Mark’s Ba-
silica in Venice or the Pan-

theon in Rome, sitting in the 
grass underneath the Eiffel 
Tower, it all seems so silly. 
Why do we cloud our con-
sciousness with competition 
when it would be so much bet-
ter for us all to win? 

I bought a painting when 
I first moved to Park Slope, 
when my oldest was only 
1, and an only child. It is a 
blue-and-purple-hued paint-
ing of two dogs beside one an-
other, both with crowns, and 
it says, “Why Can’t We Both 
Be Kings?” 

I fell in love with it imme-
diately, and it hangs still in 
Eli’s room, a reminder to him 
and to his brother Oscar that 
the power struggle is unnec-
essary, that they both have the 
right to be leaders. 

I see the painter, Jonathan 
Blum, all the time. I know 
that behind his kind sideways 
smile is a mind that truly un-
derstands what needs to hap-
pen. I know that he knows that 
we all need to let down our 

guard and get along, that we 
need to push back the feelings 
that we alone have to be the 
ones to decide if we want to 
live in a harmonious world, if 
we want to truly enjoy life and 
the company of others. 

I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to see the world 
along with my sisters and my 
mother. It is a beautiful world, 
and the eyes with which I view 
it need to be unclouded, like 
the incredible blue sky that 
lies above me as I write this 
in Rome, on a little deck of an 
apartment in the Trastavere 
neighborhood, as seagulls cir-
cling above caw loudly to one 
another. I breathe out slowly, 
and let it go. I love my family, 
and that really trumps all. Ev-
erything else needs to wash 
away, like a leaf down the 
Tiber River in Rome. 

That is the lesson I want to 
impart to my children. 

Let it go, let things flow, 
and then you can concentrate 
on the fun stuff. 

Sisterhood of the traveling rants
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

Tim Tebow in a Brooklyn 
Cyclones uniform, smacking 
home runs over the right field 
wall and patrolling the out-
field at MCU Park? Fughed-
daboudit!

Fans who were hoping 
to see the sometimes pop-
ular, sometimes polarizing 
former college football star 
turned professional base-
ball player join Brooklyn’s 
beloved Class A, short-season 
New York–Penn League team 
this summer should prepare 
to be disappointed: The Mets 
organization has announced 
that Tebow will remain with 
the Columbia Fireflies in 
the Class A South Atlantic 
League for the remainder of 
their season.

“It would be more of a de-
motion rather than a promo-
tion for him to come here,” 
said Cyclones’ spokesman 

Billy Harner. “With his age 
and the skill level that he 
showed playing in the ex-
tended spring training, play-
ing in the Arizona fall league 
and the Instructional league, 
I think [the Mets’] hope was 
to always start him with a 
full-season club.”

Tebow won the Heisman 
Trophy and a national champi-
onship during a standout col-
legiate career at the Univer-
sity of Florida. But after brief 
stints with the Denver Bron-
cos and the New York Jets in 
the National Football League, 
and as a college football ana-
lyst with ESPN, Tebow — who 
in 2005 had been an all-state 
baseball player as a junior at 
Allen D. Nease High School 
in Ponte Vedra, Fla. — ex-
pressed interest in playing Ma-
jor League Baseball.

The Mets gave Tebow an 
opportunity, signing him to 
a minor league contract on 

No Tebowmania for Clones
Popular athlete will stay with Mets’ Class A team in Columbia, S.C.

zation.
“From a work ethic stand-

point, you can see that he’s 
been improving since day 
one,” said Fireflies’ president 
John Katz. “He hits the ball 
with power. He’s fun to watch, 
and the fans love it.”

Even if Tebow’s pilgrim-
age never takes him to Co-
ney Island, the Cyclones brass 
says the team is still ready to 
rock as the 2017 season ap-
proaches.

“Every year is a fresh start 
and that’s always exciting for 
us,” said Harner. “We have a 
new manager in Edgardo Al-
fonzo, we’ll have new play-
ers on the field, new promo-
tions and giveaways for fans, 
new between-inning contests. 
We are looking forward to 
having another memorable 
summer at the ballpark and 
making new memories for ev-
eryone who attends a game 
this season.”

Sept. 8, 2016. Tebow was as-
signed to the Fireflies, to start 
the season; he homered in his 

first at-bat for the team, and 
has done enough to impress 
some in the Firefly organi-

Tim Tebow will not be joining the Mets farm club in 
Brooklyn this summer, staying instead with its minor 
league team in Columbia, S.C.
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Join Amida Care and Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation for a Fitness Class sponsored by NYC Council Member Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. 

FITNESS 

CLASS

  
1- 800-556-0689

or email: rsvp@amidacareny.org

Reservations required. Please call

Restoration Plaza 
Under the Tent 
1368 Fulton St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11216

Take A or C trains to Nostrand Ave. station. 
Head north on Nostrand, and turn 

right onto Fulton Street.

Open to all!
Gift bags and light 

refreshments 
will be provided.

Wednesday
June 14, 2017

Time: 6-8 p.m.

I’ve never felt 
stronger.

500+ miles. 7 days.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a ferry-tale com-
mute. 

The Southern Brooklyn 
ferry route launched from 
Bay Ridge on June 1, and I 
was among the smattering 
of commuters who boarded 
a vessel and cruised to work 
in style. 

Travelers can now voy-
age from Bay Ridge to Sun-
set Park, Red Hook (with a 
weekend detour to Governors 
Island), Brooklyn Heights, 
and Dumbo all in a mere 42 
minutes, before shoving off 
to the distant isle of Man-
hattan. 

Billed as a way to bet-
ter connect the boroughs, 
the ferry service is meant to 
shave time off of New York-
ers’ commutes. And though a 
voyage on the vessels is not 
necessarily faster for most 
Brooklynites sailing from 
one nabe to the next, it is cer-
tainly more pleasurable than 
a scuzzy subway ride or rush 
hour traffic on the Gowanus 
Expressway. 

In fact, the boats have car-
ried more than 243,000 riders 
so far — crushing initial rid-
ership projections by nearly 
93,000 passengers, according 
to city data. And I am defi-
nitely ecstatic to have another 
option besides the notoriously 
unreliable R train.

On a good day, I can make 
it to Downtown via the R in 
40 minutes. On a bad day, 

The sailor’s life for me
Our reporter commutes to work on ferry 
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Voyagers flocked to the 
ferry’s upper deck for 
stunning views of the 
city. (Above) For an ex-
tra dollar — the fare is 
$2.75 — riders can stow 
their bikes at the bow.

2015 Gotham Project Ries-
ling, and 2016 Empire Builder 
Rosé. A 12-ounce pour of 
beer will run you $6 while 
a 6-ounce glass of wine will 
cost $8. 

The shop was also stocked 
with plenty of unexpected 
items for sale, including birth-
day cards, miniature party 
hats, and my personal favor-
ite, bright purple unicorn-horn 
headbands — which can be 
yours for a steep $20. 

But the views were enough 
to make it feel like an out-
of-this-world experience. One 
rider was even racing back 
and forth, desperately trying 
to snap as many panoramas 
as possible to remember his 
maiden voyage. 

I would have been happy 
to spend all day cruising up 
and down New York Harbor 
on that ferry, but we pulled 
in only a few minutes behind 
schedule. And even though I 
was left with 20-minute hike 
to my office, it was such a 
breath of fresh air compared 
to my daily subway grind that 
I really didn’t mind.

Is it practical for me to take 
the ferry every day? No. Will 
I take it from time to time? 
Definitely. I actually think I’ll 
wind up using the ferry less 
for my daily commute and 
more for weekend getaways 
to Governors Island. 

But as a Southern Brook-
lynite, more options are al-
ways welcome, and it beats 
taking the R any day of the 
week. 

when service is stalled be-
cause of increasingly com-
mon track and signal prob-
lems, it can take an hour and 
a half or longer. 

Off the bat, the trip to the 
American Veterans Memorial 
Pier off Shore Road and Bay 
Ridge Avenue tacks an extra 
20 minutes onto my travels — 
I live steps from a subway stop 
— and will add a bit of time 
for most unless you happen 
to live near the pier.

Nevertheless, the landing 
was peppered with travelers 
eager to earn their sea legs 
for a mere $2.75. 

Lunchbox,  named by sec-
ond-graders from Bay Ridge’s 
PS 170 , pulled up to the dock at 
9 am on the nose. People filed 
into the cabin and rushed to 
the window seats and the up-

per deck for panoramic views 
of the boroughs.

Sadly, bucolic Staten Is-
land was shrouded in fog that 
morning, but as we zoomed up 
the harbor, sprawling views 
of Brooklyn and Manhattan 
emerged. And before I knew 
it, we were already pulling 
into Sunset Park to pick up an-
other batch of riders — some 
carrying bikes that they se-
cured at the bow of the ship 
for an extra $1. 

An on-board snack bar of-
fered various treats for the 
trip, including canned cof-
fee (on-tap cold brew still 
to come), chips, and choc-
olate. 

You can even turn your 
commute into a booze cruise 
with local brews including 
Brooklyn Brewery Pilsner, 

Riders can pick up snacks for the ride or add some 
flair to their commute with items including minia-
ture party hats and unicorn horn headbands.
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This is an age when many stores 
look the same and merchandise is 
afraid to be unique. Companies con-
tinue to cut back on personal service 
and try to reduce costs. And stores are 
closing around the country. 

Not so at Portabella.  Portabella has 
stuck to its roots. Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at  least 60% off  designer 
prices everyday.  Plus individual service 
for every customer that enters their stores. 
Customers are number 1. Each customer 
is treated with special attention by the 
trained customer service team. 

A recent Portabella customer was 
overheard speaking to a cashier “I al-
ways get my suits at Portabella. You 
have what I want at a great price, great 
personal service and the alterations 
are ready in 15 minutes”   Portabella 
has customizing tailor shops in almost 
every location and in most cases offers 
24 hour alteration service. 

The Portabella business is also 
changing. New deliveries now come 
weekly and a new focus on special event 
group sales. The great values and new 
fashion have made Portabella a head-
quarters for weddings, proms, sweet 
sixteens, quincinearas, and other spe-
cial events. They pride themselves for 
selling to own at lower prices than it 
would cost to rent. And a better selec-
tion of the current trend.

The multi cultural buying team at 
Portabella  uses trends from all over 
the world.  They combine their exper-
tise and different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives attention to 
each store location and market. 

Portabella now operates over 40 
stores in New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And shop on-
line at Portabellaonline.com

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella Takes Styling For Any Event Personally

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

Like the borough they are 
from, the Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction Class of 2017 
are a tapestry.

Courier Life Publications 
and Community News Group 
honored 25 of Kings County’s 
most worthy women during a 
June 1 awards gala at Sirico’s 
Caterers in Dyker Heights, 
the accolades celebrating la-
dies — who include activists, 
designers, executives, volun-
teers, and a roller disco queen 
— that were profiled in our 
2017 Brooklyn’s Women of 
Distinction magazine. 

The awardees — nomi-
nated by their peers and se-
lected by independent judges 
— included top borough judge 
Kings County Supreme Court 
Justice Katherine A. Levine, 
Marine Park’s famed “Ice 
Cream Lady,” Anastasia 
D’Amato, and Katie Lusso, 
the News12 Brooklyn reporter 
whose “Bravo! Brooklyn!” 
segments spotlight do-good-
ers across the borough.

Certain women were hon-
ored because they are synon-
ymous with community ser-
vice in their neighborhoods, 
including Aileen McKinnon 
of East Flatbush, Candace 
Woodward of Park Slope, 

It’s ladies night!
CNG celebrates Bklyn’s amazing women 

The 2017 Brooklyn Women of Distinction were honored with a gala at Sirico’s Caterers on June 1.
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and dietary practices to needy 
neighborhoods, the Rev. Amy 
Kienzle, who opens the doors 
of her missionary church to all 
in Greenpoint, and the Rev. 
Dr. Elizabeth Butler, whose 
Bedford-Stuyvesant ministry 
mixes activism and commu-
nity outreach. 

“There are only two kinds 
of people in the world; those 
who live in Brooklyn, and 
those who want to live in 
Brooklyn,” Butler said, re-
citing a favorite quote. 

And while this year’s hon-
orees may have taken different 
paths to “Distinction,” they 
are united in their fondness 
for their home borough.

“I am proud to call Brook-
lyn home,” said Tonya Ores, 
the executive director of 
Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices of Brooklyn. “Its lead-
ership is strong, its communi-
ties are strong, and its vision 
is limitless.”

The event gave important 
recognition to the service each 
woman performs in her com-
munity, which they all do with 
little fanfare. 

“The night celebrated 25 
outstanding women in Brook-
lyn who go above and beyond 
their day-to-day responsibil-
ities to make their neighbor-
hoods and communities a bet-
ter place. They are often the 
unsung heroes who see a prob-
lem, organize their friends and 
family and tackle the issue,” 
said Community News Group 
President and Publisher Jen-
nifer Goodstein. “Their sto-
ries are truly inspiring.” 

and Lola Star of Coney Is-
land. And others — like Gri-
sel Amador, Violetta Livshiz, 
Frances Schwartz, and Pau-
line Yeung-Ha — were rec-
ognized for their careers of 

selfless giving to Brooklyn’s 
senior citizens.

Some Women of Distinc-
tion are ladies of the cloth, in-
cluding the Rev. DeVanie Jack-
son, who brings healthy food 

(Top) Jennifer Goodstein, president and publisher 
of CNG, welcomes everyone. (Above) Keynote 
speaker Katie Goodman sang a song.
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Bus and train or friends and family? Half the people who work here at Industry City  
live nearby, and they’re looking for neighbors. Industry City boasts three times more 
jobs than in 2013. Your prospects for work / life balance just went up. Industry City:  
Develop your story here.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development services,  
and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

“I was thinking about my son 

going to pre-school and was 

trying to figure out where the 

next freelance job was coming 

from. Right at that time, I got 

the call from Industry City’s 

Innovation Lab: I got the job.

DARRYLE HAWES

Bed-Stuy Resident 

Machine Expert, Modo


