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“It feels really fantastic, but I’ve been kind 
of careful not to celebrate too much because I 
haven’t closed on the building yet,” said Tone 
Johansen, the widow of the bar’s founder, 

END OF QUARTER
CLEARANCE
SPECIAL DEALS on small lots & odd lots at your LOCAL STORE!

June 14-30

1-800-HARDWOOD • lumberliquidators.com

23 varieties

PREFINISHED HARDWOOD

$1.00 sq ft

OFF

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

On purchases made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from June 14-30, 2017 of $2,000 or more *Subject to 
credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.24MONTHS PROMOTIONAL 

FINANCING AVAILABLE*

N. American & European  
Laminate

55+ 
varieties

from 59¢
sq ft

40+ 
varieties

from 69¢
sq ft

Luxury & Engineered 
Vinyl Plank

water

PROOF
Prefinished Hardwood

$149230+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about wet ’n’ wild! 
Shimmering sea creatures 

shimmied along Surf Avenue for 
the 35th-annual Mermaid Parade 
on June 17. More than 3,000 sirens, 
serpents, and all manner of mer-
folk flooded Coney for the raun-
chy procession, and they were in 
their element when a downpour 
tried to dampen their spirits, said 
one scaly parade-goer. 

“No amount of rain can drown 

us out — we’re merfolk, baby,” 
said “Neptune’s long-lost cousin” 
(also know as Jake Klepp from 
Williamsburg), who was draped 
in fishnets, seaweed, and sparkles. 
“This is what we live for.”

The deluge was a fitting touch 
for the nautical cast of characters, 
said the parade’s founder. 

“In the photographs there’s 
nothing better than a wet mer-
maid,” said sideshow impresario 
Dick Zigun. “I am amazed at how 
seriously people take the parade. 
Despite a torrential downpour we 
put on a wonderful event. I’m in 
awe of that.” 

 Merry merfolk swam to Co-
ney Island from up and down the 
coast and even across the ocean to 
make it to the scantily clad march. 
Mat “Seal Boy” Fraser — a Brit-
ish actor best known for his role 
in “American Horror Story” but 
who did a stint at Coney’s side-
show — came from across the 
Pond for the parade. Other es-
teemed guests included mini-
mermaid Jane Hash, who designs 
fashions for those with atypical 
body types, and burlesque super-
star Mr. Gorgeous.

 About 25 floats cruised through 
the People’s Playground, instead 
of the typical 40, and there were 
about 1,000 fewer revelers than last 
year, but plenty of diehard fans of 
the ’70s rock band Blondie came 
out in force for this year’s hon-
orary queen and king of the sea 
— iconic vocalist Deborah Harry 
and guitarist Chris Stein.

 “I came all the way out from 
Montauk for this. She was my 
idol growing up,” said Stepha-
nie Hardy, who drove nearly three 
hours from the tip of Long Island 
to Coney just for a glimpse at the 
rocker duo. “I’ve never been to 
the mermaid parade, so I thought, 
‘What better time to come than 
when my favorite rock stars will 
be there?’” 

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a Coney Island love 
story! 

A burlesque bombshell and 
metal-head merman tied the knot 
at the 35th-annual Mermaid Pa-
rade. Newlyweds Chuck Varga 

— a costume-maker who por-
trayed  Sexecutioner  in the  shock-
rock group Gwar  — and Bambi 
the Mermaid, founder of Bur-
lesque at the Beach, recited their 
vows on Surf Avenue in front of 
a 50-strong bridal party of uni-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This ship could finally sail. 
The head honcho of the Port Authority of 

New York and New Jersey supports a long-
discussed plan to sell waterfront shipping port 
the Red Hook Container Terminal to make 
money for the agency, he told attendees of a 
real estate conference on Wednesday. 

“A core recommendation … was to di-
vest real estate assets which are not produc-
ing a flow of income to support investments 
in transportation infrastructure,” John Deg-
nan said at a conference hosted by Crain’s, 
 the website reported . “Red Hook is a pri-
mary example of that. I know there are po-
litical difficulties in the state and city of New 
York to doing it, but the Port Authority would 
be enormously benefitted.”

The site, which runs along the water from 
the foot of Carroll Street to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier 6 at Atlantic Avenue, is currently 
leased by Red Hook Container Terminal, LLC. 
But that agreement expires in 2018, giving 
the Port Authority an opportunity to sell off 
the huge chunk of land — which reps con-
tend is a money-losing operation.

The parcel — roughly the same size as 
Brooklyn Bridge Park — is already public 
land, and in turn is more likely to be sold for 
public use, according to a real estate expert 
who said it likely would be converted into a 
combination of parkland and housing, sim-
ilar to the makeup of its next door neighbor, 
which is funded by private development. 

“Whether it’s parkland that’s subsidized 
by housing or affordable housing that’s sub-
sidized by market rate housing, it’s really an 
interesting piece of property,” said Matthew 
Rosenzweig, a broker for Marcus and Mil-
lichap. “It would be the kind of large scale 
development that really hasn’t occurred in 
that area.” 

Money from such a sale would then be 
used for transit needs, according to the Port 
Authority boss.

But opponents of the plan say the transit 
agency must retain the land to keep the neigh-
borhood’s working waterfront alive, provide 
jobs, and limit air pollution by bringing in 
cargo on ships, not trucks. 

“We believe that the port is a key element 
in ensuring that our port district overall re-
tains its position of dominance on the east-
ern seaboard of the United States,” said Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler (D–Bay Ridge). “As such, Red 
Hook Container Terminal must remain open 
and operational.” 

The local lawmaker also fought the transit 

agency when its executive director recom-
mended getting rid of the terminal in 2011 
on the basis that shipping containers were 
no longer viable in Red Hook. 

Another plan, proposed by a Los Angeles-
based engineering firm last year, that  called 
for transforming the site into a massive high-
rise development with an extended 1 subway 
line  was slammed by locals, who called it a 
tone-deaf dismissal of the work that goes on 
along the waterfront.  

“AECOM’s vision is pre-Sandy, blind to 
the surge in waterborne freight addressed 
by Red Hook Container Terminal, and need-
lessly destructive of Red Hook’s extensive 

maritime industry that exists in addition to 
the container terminal,” said Carolina Sal-
guero, who runs waterfront education group 
PortSide New York.

The city and state have made efforts to in-
crease shipping in Red Hook, most recently 
by launching a barge service in 2016 to facil-
itate transporting freight to Brooklyn from 
New Jersey. 

Degnan’s Wednesday statements were 
solely a recommendation, and the Port Au-
thority plans to release a report next year 
on ways to maximize revenue, which could 
include selling the terminal, according to a 
spokesman.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a sunny day. 
Beloved Red Hook bar Sunny’s raised 

enough money to keep its doors open, 
exceeding its $65,000 fund-raising goal 
by three thousand dollars last week. And 

DE-PORTED! 
Boro’s last shipping piers may hit the market
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Chicks of the sea
Mermaid marches makes a splash at parade

Among the horde of mermaids at the 35th Annual Mermaid Parade in Coney Island was a 
smattering of elusive narwhals.
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A chicken donned a mer-
maid tail and hot-pink nails 
to justify our headline.
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See SUNNY’S  on page 15See MARRIED  on page 14

(Above) The head of the 
Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey 
said that he supports a 
plan to sell the Red Hook 
Container Terminal on 
June 14. Opponents of 
the plan, which has been 
floated before, say it 
would cost the neighbor-
hood jobs and threaten 
its working waterfront, 
made famous (or infa-
mous) by the movie “On 
the Waterfront” starring 
Marlon Brando (left).

The queen and king of the sea helmed the parade along 
with their massive bridal party of sea unicorns.
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Freaks off the market
Rocker, burlesque queen tie the knot

Sunny’s 
saved!
Red Hook bar raises 
enough $ to stay open

Sunny’s, known for its cheap beer and live music, has been a Red Hook staple 
for 127 years — and will continue to be, now that owner Tone Johansen raised 
enough money to keep the bar open.
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is awesome

while that should 
be plenty of 
cash to keep the 
bar af loat, its 
owner said she 
isn’t popping 
open cold ones 
to celebrate — 
yet. 
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Bus and train or friends and family? Half the people who work here at Industry City  
live nearby, and they’re looking for neighbors. Industry City boasts three times more 
jobs than in 2013. Your prospects for work / life balance just went up. Industry City:  
Develop your story here.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development services,  
and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

“I was thinking about my son 

going to pre-school and was 

trying to figure out where the 

next freelance job was coming 

from. Right at that time, I got 

the call from Industry City’s 

Innovation Lab: I got the job.

DARRYLE HAWES

Bed-Stuy Resident 

Machine Expert, Modo
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Call 311 or visit 
nyc.gov/industrialbiz 

Trained Business 
Specialists Are 
Available To Help You:

Finance 
the launch or growth 
of your business.

Recruit 
and train employees.

Connect 
to money-saving 
incentives.

Navigate 
government rules 
and regulations.

Manufacturing

Wholesale

Utility

Construction

Transportation

Film Production

Saturday, June 24, 2017
12pm to 5pm

FREE Admission
th Street between 3rd and 4th Avenues

Everything from Computer Basics to Cutting Edge 
Products and Services. 

Learn how technology can improve your quality of life 
and help with everyday tasks!

LEAD
Sponsor

 Free Refreshments, 
   Beverages and Parking 
 Limited Senior 

   Brown Bag Lunch 
 Door Prizes and 

   Smart TV Raffl  e

 Online Banking 
 Virtual Reality 
 Social Media 

   for Seniors 
 Smart Home 

   Technology & More!

SPOTLIGHT
Sponsor

PRESENTING
Sponsors

718-748-0650 x115

337 74th STREET 
at OUR LADY OF ANGELS

(a Free Event hosted by Bay Ridge Center)

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about food for 
thought!

The long-awaited DeKalb 
Market Hall opened in Down-
town’s massive City Point 
complex on June 16. The food 
court in the mega-develop-
ment on Flatbush Avenue be-
tween Willoughby Street and 
Dekalb Avenue is just down 
the street from The Brook-
lyn Paper’s office, giving our 
hard-working team more op-
tions to fuel their long nights 
than ever. Our reporters hit the 
food hall for the hard job of 
sampling its 40 vendors’ fare 
— here, their favorites. 

Steve’s Key Lime Pie
I make a point to grab a key 

lime pie from the original lo-
cation of Steve’s every time 
I journey to Red Hook. And 
while chowing down at one of 
the bakery’s multi-colored pic-
nic tables may be a tradition, 
its new location is much easier 
for me to get to, making my 
opportunities to indulge in a 
mini pie made with freshly-
squeezed lime juice or frozen 
key lime coated with choco-
late on a stick practically lim-
itless. Its shack inside the hall 
is Key West-inspired, so even 
though I won’t be able to hang 
out at those bright tables, it still 
feels just like summer.

— Lauren Gill

Cuzin’s Duzin
If you are looking for pastry, 

a standout among the market’s 
abundant options is Cuzin’s 
Duzin. The donut maker’s min-
iature rings of dough, which 
can be topped with powdered 
sugar, syrups, or icing, satis-
fied my strong sweet-tooth. 
The fluffy treats are less dense 
than traditional donuts, and 
just small enough that you can 
eat several at a time — a good 
thing, because you will need 
to buy at least a dozen to get 
your belly’s worth.

— Alexandra Simon

Dulcinea
My fellow fans of over-the-

top foodie creations should 

Gastronomic guide
Our reporters’ favorites at just-opened Dekalb Market

(Above) Eager eaters 
line up for Katz’s first 
Brooklyn outpost dur-
ing DeKalb Market Hall’s 
opening day on Friday. 
(Left) Steve’s Key Lime 
Pie owner Steve Tarpin 
is bringing his Red Hook 
creations Downtown.
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make a beeline to Spanish 
confectioner Dulcinea. It spe-
cializes in the flaky, sugary 
churro — an elongated, crisp-
ier version of a cruller that is 
dusted with sugar. The bak-
ery’s culinary geniuses take 
the sweet treat to the next 
level by stuffing scoops of 
ice cream between churro 
discs for a one-of-a-kind 
sugary sandwich. I’m also 
a big fan of their latest con-
coction, unicorn ice cream, 
which rides the rainbow food 
trend wave with its bright lav-

ender, mint green, and ma-
genta swirls. The dessert’s 
brief and intense fusion of 
flavors left me with sticky, 
multi-colored fingers — and 
a sated sweet tooth.

— Caroline Spivack

Katz’s Deli
I am generally a skep-

tic of the overstuffed sand-
wich, which is exactly what 
Katz’s is famous for. When 
the Earl of Sandwich — the 
snack’s inventor — famously 
ordered his servants to fetch 

his meat between two slices 
of bread, it was so he could 
eat quickly and get back to 
gambling. That ease of con-
sumption is what has made 
the sandwich an ideal lunch 
since the 18th century. But 
when pastrami is stacked so 
high that you cannot get your 
mouth around the bread, as it 
is at Katz’s, the sandwich loses 
the essential quality of con-
venience that makes it so ap-
pealing. That’s why I planned 
on avoiding the famous deli’s 
Dekalb Market outpost. But I 
am a meat and potatoes kind 
of guy, so when the kindly 
Katz’s server presented me 
with a plate of two pastrami 
strips and a knish, I ate it. 
And it was good.

— Colin Mixson 

Try these dishes and 
more at Dekalb Market 
Hall [445 Albee Sq. West in 
Downtown,  www.dekalb-
markethall.com ].
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Some scofflaw threatened 
to use a Taser on a man stay-
ing at an Adams Street hotel 
on June 14 if he didn’t hand 
over his cash. 

The victim told police he 
answered a knock at his door 
in the lodge near Jay Street 
at 9 pm and was met by a 
woman who pulled out the 
weapon and snarled, “Give 
me your money.” 

He handed over his Mac-
Book and $300 and she fled 
without giving him a shock, 
authorities said.

Framed
Two thieves lifted 15 de-

signer frames from a Court 
Street eyewear store by stuff-
ing them in their dresses on 
June 14. 

The pair of punks stole 
five Bulgari and 10 Versace 
frames from the display case, 
hid them in their dresses, and 
fled around 9 pm, according 
to a report. 

Free ride
A sneak stole 50 monthly 

MetroCards for students from 
a huge batch of the passes in 
a Downtown management of-
fice on June 2.

The person who reported 
the crime told cops the office 
received a delivery of 800 

Almost shocking robbery on Adams St.

MetroCards from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority on May 13, and a staff 
member who was invoicing 
the subway passes on June 2 
noticed that 50 — a total of 
$605 — were missing. 

The cards are usually kept 
in a safe and distributed on 
a daily basis to students, ac-
cording to the reporter.

Bank bust 
A weasel snatched $400 out 

of woman’s hand while they 
were in a bank lobby on Flat-
bush Avenue on June 12. 

The victim was in the bank 
near Fourth Avenue at 5 pm 
when the creep lifted the cash 
out of her hand and fled, ac-
cording to a report.

 — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Slice of crime
Some brute shoved a 

woman into the glass façade 
of a Sixth Avenue pizza joint 
on June 3, shattering it.

An employee told police 
he was hard at work inside 
the restaurant between Ber-
gen Street and Flatbush Ave-

nue at 1:15 am when he noticed 
a dispute occurring outside 
turn ugly as the goon hurled 
a young lady into the win-
dow, cracking it.

The ball rolling
A woman was arrested 

for allegedly stealing six 
perfume rollerballs from a 
Flatbush Avenue lingerie 
store on June 5.

An employee told police 
the suspect was inside the 
bra shop near Atlantic Av-
enue at 7:52 pm, when she 
spotted the 56-year-old sus-
pect grabbing six of the roll-
on perfume tubes and attempt-
ing to sneak past the register 
without paying.

Parking perp
A thief made off with a 

woman’s handicapped park-
ing pass from a Third Av-
enue rental car business 
sometime between May 18 
and June 5.

The victim, 73, told po-
lice she returned the rental 
car she used to the business 
between Eighth and Ninth 
streets at 10:35 am on May 
18, but didn’t realize she’d 
left her parking pass in the 

After running the suspect’s 
name through the system, the 
patrolman discovered the ven-
dor also had an active war-
rant out for his arrest, cops 
said. — Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Password pilfer
Police arrested a guy who 

allegedly stole a man’s phone 
after asking him for the time 
as he was leaving a B and Q 
train station near Hanson 
Place on June 13.

The 17-year-old victim told 
police he was walking up the 
stairs at the station at 3:28 
pm when he was approached 
from behind by the 15-year-
old suspect, who asked him 
for the time. 

The guy went to look at his 
phone and the suspect asked 
him for the passcode as he 
snatched the device out of the 
victim’s hand at the same time, 
snarling, “Give me the cor-
rect passcode before I punch 
you.” 

The victim, fearing for his 
safety, told the teen the code, 
and when the thief was sure 
it was correct, he passed the 
device to another guy, who 
fled onto the platform, ac-
cording to a report.

Mugged
A pair of punks mugged 

a guy as he was walking on 
Grand Avenue on June 14. 

The victim was strolling 
near Gates Avenue at 2:30 
pm when two punks snuck 
up from behind, forced him 
against the wall, and searched 
his pockets for money, police 
said. 

The jerks took a phone 
out of the victim’s hand and 
walked off towards Classon 
Avenue, cops said. 

Helping hand
Cops cuffed a guy who al-

legedly tried to steal a wom-
an’s necklace by pretending 

to need help on Cumberland 
Street on June 13.

The lady told cops the man 
approached her near Atlantic 
Avenue at 1:20 pm holding up 
two pieces of paper and asked, 
“Can you help me?”

The suspect grabbed a 
cross chain the woman was 
wearing around her neck as 
she leaned in to examine the 
paper, but the lady shoved the 
guy away as he continued to 
try to grasp the chain. 

A passerby ultimately in-
tervened and held the suspect 
until police arrived, accord-
ing to a report. 

Bottle bashed
Authorities arrested a man 

who allegedly struck a guy 
with a glass bottle after the 
pair got into an argument in-
side a Hanson Place bodega 
on June 13.

The suspect got into a ver-
bal dispute with his victim 
near Greene Avenue at 1:12 
am, according to a report.  

He became upset and 
picked up a glass bottle, 
bashing the guy on his arm 
and chest. 

The victim eventually was 
taken to Methodist Hospital 
with bruising and cuts, po-
lice said.

Two shot 
Police are searching for a 

suspect who shot a guy twice 
on Fleet Walk on June 17.

The victim was near Prince 
Street at 12:05 am when the 
shooter pumped one bullet 
through his mid-back, which 
exited through the right side 
of his chest. 

The gunman then shot an-
other through his chin, which 
exited through the left side of 
his neck, authorities said. 

The victim was seriously 
injured and taken to Method-
ist Hospital, while the shooter 
fled, a report said.

— Lauren Gill

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

NOW OFFERING

BIKE RENTALS!

OVER 50 BIKES AVAILABLE
Rental hours: Pickup: 9–11am, Closed 11am–4pm, Return: 4–6pm

473 President Street, Brooklyn, NY
347-554-4162

 3sp Dutch Cruzers
 Brooklyn Cruzers

 Electra Townies
 Tandems

 Recumbents
 Child Seats

AVAILABLE WEEKENDS
AND WEEKDAYS BY APPOINTMENT

WE ALSO DO TOURS: RollingOrangeBikes.com

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

vehicle until early the fol-
lowing month.

When she called the car 
lender, an employee told her 
the pass had been found and 
was waiting for her, but when 
she went to retrieve it, the 
pass had mysteriously van-
ished, according to police.

Tee’d off
Cops arrested a street 

vendor for allegedly selling 
knockoff band T-shirts on At-
lantic Avenue on June 6.

The arresting officer re-
ported spotting the suspect 
near Flatbush Avenue at 8:15 
pm, where he was hawking 
shirts for singer The Weeknd 
without a license.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A suspect was charged on 
Tuesday in the brutal Park 
Slope slaying of a 20-year-
old man who participated in a 
three-way tryst with the girl-
friend of his alleged killer. 

Gravesend resident Manos 
Ikonomidis was leaving the 
building on 16th Street be-
tween Seventh and Eighth ave-
nues where the ménage à trois 
occurred when Christopher 
Membreno, 24, and other men 
wielding bats and knives am-
bushed him at 4:08 am on June 
19, said court documents.

The men chased Ikono-
midis back into the building, 
where they stabbed him sev-
eral times,  officials said. Po-
lice discovered Ikonomidis 
unconscious and bleeding 

from multiple injuries, and 
he was later pronounced dead 
at Methodist Hospital.

Ikonomidis and a 21-year-
old friend were involved in a 
threesome with Membreno’s 
girlfriend at the 16th Street 
building, police said. But the 
Staten Island woman left with 
the other man after Ikono-
midis began filming the sex-
ual encounter,  the New York 
Daily News reported .  

The woman then called 
Membreno and claimed 
Ikonomidis raped her, said 
the Daily News report, but po-
lice have not found evidence 
to support that claim, accord-
ing to the publication.

Membreno was charged 
with second degree murder, 
burglary, and criminal pos-
session of a weapon.

Ménage à trois 
murder charge

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A financier was found 
dead and gagged inside his 
swanky Dumbo apartment 
on Monday afternoon, af-
ter what appeared to be a 
hookup gone wrong, ac-
cording to police sources. 

Cops discovered Neil 
Smith, a 57-year-old chief 
executive officer of invest-
ment firm Infraccess, dead 
with a towel stuffed in his 

mouth and pillow over his 
head in his apartment on 
Main Street between Plym-
outh and Water streets at 
1:45 pm,  sources told the 
New York Daily News . 

A guest staying with 
Smith told cops a man ar-
rived at the pad in the luxe 
Clocktower building around 
1:30 am, and said he did 
not see Smith again until 
he found his body, prompt-
ing authorities to investigate 
whether he was killed dur-

ing the rendezvous. 
Surveillance video at 

the condo building shows 
a man entering the building 
around 1:30 am and leav-
ing approximately 50 min-
utes later, the Daily News 
reported. A woman accom-
panying the man stayed out-
side, sources said. 

The investigation into 
Smith’s death is ongoing, 
and cops are checking his 
electronic devices to find 
out who he met with. 

Murder in Dumbo tower
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage, So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548) • Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will 
receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000
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SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right play  
with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re sowing the seeds 
of discord.

The Community Board 2 
Parks Committee voted to 
approve a controversial plan 
to makeover a heavily-used 
entrance to Fort Greene Park 
on June 19, despite objections 
from residents who said lo-
cals — many of whom live in 
nearby public housing com-
plexes — could not weigh in 
because the meeting’s agenda 
was announced just four days 
before it.

“The community ought to 
hold a scheduled public hear-
ing in the fall where there will 
be plenty of notice and people 
can come,” said Fort Greene 
resident Enid Braun. “You may 
love the design, but many of 
us don’t. How can this board 
make this decision without 
hearing from the stakehold-
ers?” 

The parks committee 
voted 5–0 with one absten-
tion to approve a $10.5 mil-
lion plan that includes a new 
entrance at the corner of Myr-
tle Avenue and St. Edwards 
Street with a water feature and 
grand sidewalk leading to the 
Prison Ship Martyrs’ Monu-
ment. It also includes remov-
ing trees, cutting out chunks 
of the stone wall surrounding 
the meadow to accommodate 
two 10-foot-wide ramps, dou-
bling the size of the barbecue 
area, resurfacing the basket-
ball courts, adding lighting, 
and fixing the sidewalk, ac-
cording to landscape archi-
tect Paul Kidonakis. 

Park honchos are revamp-

ing the green space with 
money it received through 
Parks Without Borders, a 
program to make meadows 
more inviting, and funds from 
Borough President Adams and 
Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo 
(D–Clinton Hill). 

But residents say the cash 
should go towards other fixes, 
instead of being earmarked to 
construct  a fancy front yard 
for people moving into the 
swanky new developments 
nearby .  

“The slick language we 
heard here tonight to make 
parks more inviting is absurd. 
I don’t know anyone who is 
scared to go to Fort Greene 
Park because there isn’t a 
flower bed,” said Fort Greene 
resident Joe Gonzalez.

The agency’s first itera-
tion of the plan, which it re-
vealed in February after meet-
ing with locals in November 
of last year, drew criticism 
from residents who called it a 
waste of money. It held another 
public meeting in May at the 
nearby Ingersoll Houses com-
munity center, where  denizens 
demanded that green honchos 
not gentrify their park, which 
many said they consider as 
their own backyard . 

The Brooklyn Parks De-
partment Commissioner told 
residents then that he planned 
to present final proposals in 
June or September, but the 
agenda for the June 19 Parks 
Committee meeting was only 
released on June 15, making 
it impossible for many to at-
tend. 

The president of the Walt 
Whitman Houses Tenant As-

Tree-son! 
OK for Fort Greene park 
changes despite concerns

This is what the Myrtle Avenue entrance to Fort 
Greene Park could look like, if approved by the Ex-
ecutive Committee.
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sociation said she would have 
gone, but because the meet-
ing fell on the same night as 
her monthly tenant associa-
tion gathering, she and a lot 
of residents at the public hous-
ing complex on Myrtle Ave-
nue opposite the park  didn’t 
show. 

Cumbo, who had not seen 
the plan, demanded the agency 
postpone its vote until more 
community members could 
see it, and the advisory panel’s 
decision to move forward with 
its vote ignored the elected 
official’s concern about the 
lack of input, a rep for the 
pol said. 

“We would have liked to re-
spond to a final design,” said 
Monica Abend, Cumbo’s chief 
of staff. “We believe it was 
rushed, and there wasn’t a lot 
of transparency. The Coun-
cilwoman’s opinion is being 
overlooked a bit.”

The head of the Historic 
Districts Council, an organi-
zation that advocates for the 
city’s historic nabes, also sub-

mitted a memo asking that the 
vote be pushed back, citing 
concerns about the historical 
authenticity of the plan. 

And another architect in 
attendance slammed the fi-
nal proposal as a disgrace to 
the park’s creators.  

“It’s a desecration to all 
the original designers who 
worked on the park,” said 
Michael Godkin.

The architects intended for 
people to stumble upon the 
staircase to the monument, 
Godkin said, instead of be-
ing met with a walkway at the 
sidewalk. But Kidonakis de-
fended his city-backed plan, 
arguing that creators wanted 
the staircase and monument 
to be observed from afar and 
up close. 

The plan will next face the 
community board’s Executive 
Committee, which will vote 
on it at its June 26 meeting. 
But the panel’s decision is only 
advisory, and the parks de-
partment will make the fi-
nal call.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re officially dancing 
around the issue. 

The DeBlasio adminis-
tration is defending an anti-
quated law that forbids danc-
ing in venues unless they have 
a difficult-to-obtain license, 
but at the same time admits 
that legislation has discrim-
inatory roots, according to a 
spokeswoman who claimed 
the law is not being enforced 
to marginalize people at a June 
19 City Hall hearing. 

“We are aware of the his-
torical issues of the law and 
its enforcement, but this ad-
ministration has not taken 
those approaches,” said Lind-
say Greene, a senior advisor 
for the Office of Housing and 
Economic Development.

The city, however, is de-
fending the cabaret law in a 
legal battle against the owner 
of Williamsburg cafe and bar 
Muchmore’s, who is challeng-
ing the measure as unconstitu-
tional after  receiving a citation 
for violating it in 2013 .

“The administration is cur-
rently defending the lawsuit 
in court,” Greene said. 

The city’s contradictory 
revelations came days before 
Councilman Rafael Espinal 
(D–Bushwick) introduced a 

bill on June 21 to repeal the 
Prohibition-era measure, 
 which opponents say was en-
acted to target black jazz clubs 
and has been used to crack 
down on venues frequented 
by minority groups ever since  
— despite Greene’s declara-
tion that the law has not been 
used to discriminate.

Just 97 of the city’s 25,000 
bars and restaurants hold the 
cabaret license, which re-
quires owners to install pricey 
digital video surveillance sys-
tems in venues and to prove 
they don’t owe child support 
among other stipulations, ac-
cording to City Hall.

The spokeswoman did not 
provide specifics on the num-
ber of cabaret violations is-
sued under DeBlasio, and 
refused to answer questions 
about the city’s stance on 
dancing, citing the pending 
lawsuit. But she did reveal that 
there are ongoing conversa-
tions about repealing the law 
that she was not authorized 
to discuss.

Another Brooklyn pol, who 
represents one of the bor-
ough’s nightlife hubs, com-
pelled the city to just let the 
lawsuit go, pointing out how 
people still get down despite 
the dated measure.

“The administration is 

Groove patrol
City tussles with antiquated 
cabaret law, ponders repeal 

not under a legal obligation 
to defend the lawsuit and could 
drop defense of the cabaret 
law entirely,” said Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Wil-
liamsburg). “There are hun-
dreds of establishments that 
are not observing the caba-
ret law. The reality and the 
law are pretty out of whack 
at this point.”

Crackdowns across the city 
led activists  to renew their 
push to trash the law in March , 
following the fire inside Oak-
land’s Ghost Ship warehouse 
that killed 36 happy-footed 
revelers last year. But oppo-
nents have talked of canning 
the measure for decades — 
most famously during the 
“Million Mambo March” in 
2000, where protestors boo-
gied in a Manhattan park. 

Espinal also introduced 
legislation last week, ahead 
of his bill to repeal the caba-
ret law, to create an Office of 
Nightlife overseen by a Night 
Mayor that would help busi-
nesses navigate the city’s 
complex codes. And Mayor 
DeBlasio  carved out the role 
for a “nightlife ambassador”  
as part of a jobs plan he an-
nounced on June 15.

But the city must first 
get rid of the measure that 
keeps businesses from oper-
ating safely and successfully 
— and when it does, a third 
councilman said he knows 
where to celebrate.

“When we pass this legis-
lation, we’ll have a big dance 
party in chambers,” said 
Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D–Bushwick).

Dancing, as demonstrated here by this file photo 
from the Brooklyn Museum.
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PAY TOLLS
THE E-Z WAY
Avoid stopping, bills and full-price tolls –
get                     now at mta.info/ezpass

Cashless tolling is New York State’s newest thing. And 
E-ZPass is your easiest way to pay. Sign up for E-ZPass right 

now, and you can pay tolls automatically without slowing 
down, plus save 30% to 50% on every toll!
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Float your boat
They’re making a splash!
Crews of competitive kayakers ship out each 

Sunday for a splashy water sport in the river off 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park.  Kayak polo  is a ball 
game that appeals to those who love being out 
on the water, but want a slightly more pulse-
pounding option than simply sculling along the 
East River, said the event’s organizer.

“Kayak polo is an alternative activity which 
is pretty rigorous, a little bit more competitive,” 
said Tom Potter, the park’s program adviser. 
“It allows people who get interested in kayak-
ing an additional, aggressive way to get better 
skills and have fun.”

Kayak polo combines elements of basket-
ball, water polo, and kayaking. Two five-per-
son teams take to the water, competing to hurl 
a large polo ball into the opposing team’s goal 
— a net suspended a few feet above the water. 
A winning team is crowned after two eight-
minute periods, with a “golden ball” overtime 
session resolving any ties.

The game is especially good at helping young 
people develop their skills on the water, said the 
park’s executive director.

“In terms of our kids’ program, it’s a really fun 
way to develop advanced boat-handling skills,” 
said Nancy Webster. “You need to be able to turn 
quickly. You need to be able to paddle backwards. 
You need to have very good maneuverability. You 
get to practice all of those skills while you’re play-
ing a really fun game out on the water.”

The park holds three sessions of kayak polo 
each Sunday during the summer, with multiple 
short games in each. The first period is for dedi-
cated players who  sign up in advance , the second 
is first-come, first-serve, with preference given to 
kids aged 11–17; and the third is adults-only. 

The park provides the kayaks, life vests, pad-
dles, and helmets, so participants only need to 
bring clothes they don’t mind getting wet. Those 
who have not played before should show up at 
least 20 minutes early for a quick tutorial on 
the game.

Kayak polo may not be the Park’s biggest at-
traction, but it has drawn a dedicated crew over 
the last five years that keeps coming back for 
more, said Potter.

“It’s more for people who’ve done it the first 
time and want to do it again — they want to do 
something a little bit more aggressive,” he said. 
“It isn’t the largest kayak program in the park, 
but I’d say it’s for people who want to take the 
next step.”

Kayak Polo at Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 2 
Dock [Furman Street between Old Dock Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–9939, www.brooklynbridgepark.org]. Sun-
days, 11 am; 12:30 pm, and 2 pm. Free.

 — Matt John

O U T D O O R S

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn is chasing rainbows — and 
catching them!

June is gay pride month, and this 
borough is so proud that you can taste it. 
Brooklyn brewmasters, ice cream churn-
ers, and bakers have all crafted brightly col-
ored concoctions that celebrate the queer 
community and add a magical touch to 
your favorite nosh. Here are six vibrant 
bites that you can indulge in this June — 
and beyond!

 
Pint of pride

This month Carroll Gardens creamery 
MilkMade is churning out “Pride Pints” 
of ice cream studded with moist rainbow 
cookies from the Awkward Scone in Wil-
liamsburg. Grab a spoon and dig into some 
sweet cream ice cream, made even sweeter 
by brightly colored chunks of six-layer al-
mond marzipan cake with a dark choco-
late glaze.

Pride pints at MilkMade (204 Sackett St. 
between Henry and Hicks streets in Carroll 
Gardens, www.milkmadeicecream.com). 
Open Sun–Thu, 1–9 pm, Fri–Sat, 1–11 pm. 
$12.

Cookie rumbles
You can also go straight to the source 

and order a batch of those six-layer rain-
bow cookies directly from the Awkward 
Scone, either shipped to your doorstep or 
carried out from its Williamsburg location. 
A chunk of the proceeds go to a different 
gay rights organization each month. 

Rainbow cookies at the Awkward Scone 
(630 Flushing Ave. between Fenimore and 
Hawthorne streets in Williamsburg, www.
theawkwardscone.com). Pick-up by ap-
pointment. $22 for eight pieces.

 
A good ’wich!

Spanish confection maker Dulcinea has 
created the Unicorn Ice Cream Churro Sand-
wich by stuffing scoops of rainbow ice 
cream between two churros — an elon-
gated, crispier version of a cruller dusted 
with sugar — each curved into a flaky 
disc-like bun. It makes for an extravagant 

ice cream sandwich sure to satiate your 
sweet tooth. 

Unicorn Ice Cream Churro Sandwich at 
Dulcinea (445 Albee Sq. West between 
DeKalb Avenue and Willoughby Street 
Downtown, www.dulcineanyc.com). Sun–
Wed, 11 am–9 pm, Thu–Sat, 11 am–10 
pm. $7.

All that glitters
The creative geniuses who birthed the 

Rainbow Bagel have stepped up their game 
with the Unicorn Bagel — a similar con-
coction in pastel colors, saturated with ed-
ible glitter. So you can take your morning 
bagel to the next level with rainbow swirls, 
sparkles, and rainbow-colored birthday cake 
funfetti cream cheese. 

The Bagel Store [754 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Graham Avenue and Humboldt 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–5856, 
www.thebagelstoreonline.com]. Open 
Mon–Sun, 7 am–6 pm. $3.95.

 
Bearing fruity

Get a rainbow flashback to your grade 
school days with the Fruity Pebble Bars 
at the Little Cupcake Bakeshop in Bay 
Ridge. A flamboyant alternative to its 
strait-laced cousin “rice crispy treats,” 
this chewy, marshmallow cereal bar will 
send you down memory lane.

Fruity Pebble Bars at Little Cupcake 
Bakeshop [9102 Third Ave. at 91st Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 680–4465, www.littlecup-
cakebakeshop.com]. Mon–Fri, 6:30 am–11 
pm, Sat–Sun, 8 am–11 pm. $2.75. 

Go on a Gender bender
The Gowanus brewmasters at Threes 

Brewing started serving a new brew called 
“Gender Neutral” in a can draped in rain-
bow ripples this week. The light pale lager 
with a citrus zest, launched at a gay Pride 
party on June 22, is designed to provoke 
discussion about LGBTQ issues among 
beer guzzlers.

“Gender Neutral” beer at Threes Brew-
ing [333 Douglass St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 522–
2110, www.threesbrewing.com]. Mon–
Thu, 5 pm–midnight; Fri, 3 pm–2 am, Sat, 
noon–2 am; Sun, noon–midnight. $6.

The idea man
It’s the future now!
A quirky Park Slope musician who spent 

a year releasing weekly songs about  zombies  
and  supervillains  has returned with a single big 
idea — a concept album about Internet trolls, 
artificial intelligence, and empathy. Jonathan 
Coulton, who will play the Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg with Aimee Mann on June 26, thinks 
that even in this age of downloads, there is still 
a place for a thematically unified album like 
“Solid State.”

“I grew up in the ’70s, and albums still re-
main an important concept for me,” Coulton 
says. “I think whether it’s a sci-fi concept al-
bum like ‘Solid State,’ or whether it’s just a col-
lection of songs that an artist was doing at that 
time, that kind of bundling is a nice snapshot 
of what they’re thinking about.”

 Coulton burst on the scene  with his “Thing 
a Week” podcast in 2005, for which he wrote, 
recorded, and released a new song every seven 
days. 

His highly tuneful, accessible pop rock often 
focuses on technology and pop culture, and his 
new album continues some of those themes.

For the project, Coulton also sought out a 
few collaborators. “Solid State” has a com-
panion graphic novel written by Matt Fraction 
and drawn by Albert Monteys, and Coulton is 
now touring with his friend Aimee Mann, who 
sings on the album’s “All This Time” and a few 
other tracks. 

“I did some singing and playing on her album, 
too,” Coulton says, “so it made sense for me to 
open for her. Synergy, they call it.”

Coulton values the contributions of other mu-
sicians on his records. 

“You get a little bit of everybody’s musical DNA 
in there, and it’s kind of exciting,” he says. 

Critical reaction to “Solid State” has been 
positive, but that does not mean listeners should 
expect a sequel — Coulton says he might return 
to small-scale stories.

“Next time I write an album, I don’t want to 
start with too ambitious an idea,” Coulton says. 
“But if one arrives, I’m game.”

Jonathan Coulton with Aimee Mann at Mu-
sic Hall of Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues in Williamsburg, www.
musichallofwilliamsburg.com). June 26 at 8 pm. 
$35. — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

Taste a 
rainbow
Brightly colored foods offer a 
spectrum of nosh during Pride

Out of this world: (Clockwise from top) The Bagel Shop worker Louis Fernandez 
prepares fresh rainbow bagels at the Williamsburg shop. Carroll Gardens creamery 
MilkMade makes cones from its “Pride Pints” of ice cream with rainbow cookies. 
Dulcinea serves unicorn ice cream churro sandwiches in the new DeKalb Market. 
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By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

Read all a-boat it! 
The new South Brook-
lyn route of the New York 
City Ferry, which opened 
earlier this month, has 
given Brooklynites a new 
option for visiting their 
neighbors-by-water. For those plan-
ning a mini-cruise on the East River, 
we sent ace reporter Carlo Bosticco 
to explore each stop on the ferry, un-
covering the best things to do within 
an easy walk of the water. First up: 
Bay Ridge!

A
t the southern-most stop on the 
South Brooklyn ferry line you’ll 
find the bucolic land of Bay 

Ridge. Its charming suburb-by-the-
river feel makes it an ideal spot for a 
quiet afternoon in the sun. 

You’ll alight at the American Veter-
ans Memorial Pier (Shore Parkway at 
Bay Ridge Avenue). The pier itself has 

a rough charm, and you 
should pause here to en-
joy the stunning view of 
Lower Manhattan with-
out a boat moving under 
your feet. Grab a dairy 
treat from one of the 
ever-present ice cream 
trucks and set out on a 
stroll down the concrete 

pier. Those who want to try their hand 
at fishing can stop right here — just 
bring a pole and reel in some fun. Bait 
tables are set up all along the perim-
eter, although the New York Health 
Department  mostly advises against 
eating anything you catch .

At the base of the pier, you have two 
options for urban greenery. Turn left, 
and just a stone’s throw away you will 
find the gentle slopes of Owl’s Head 
Park (68th Street and Shore Road), 
with its signature fence of iron owl 
figures. The park offers vast areas 
of open green space ideal for an im-
promptu ball game, an elevated square 
that makes an impressive observatory 

of the river shore, and two large play-
grounds where the littlest ones can 
slide, swing, and climb. Barbecuing 
is not allowed, but the park makes 
an ideal picnic spot. You can choose 
a picnic table in a dedicated eating 
spot, or spread a blanket in one of the 
many private grassy corners.

A right turn from the pier will 
bring you to another green oasis: 
Narrows Botanical Gardens (Shore 
Road, between Bay Ridge Ave and 
72nd street). Known as “The Jewel 
of Bay Ridge,” it is a veritable haven 
of lily ponds, Zen gardens, and rose 
lawns. And the  summer calendar at 
the Gardens  is packed with activities 
— on June 23, you can catch a free 
screening of Disney’s “Fantasia” at 
sundown, and later this summer will 
be a Shakespeare in the Park produc-
tion, and screenings of “The Birds” 
and “Planet of the Apes.”

New York City Ferry at Bay Ridge 
(Shore Parkway at Bay Ridge Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 
per trip. 

Ferry tale of Bay Ridge
Cruise to a green and pleasant landing
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Welcome to the jungle: You’ll find everything you want, and honey, 
they know the names of plants at the Narrows Botanical Gardens.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 23

Good Eats
If you read this Friday 
morning, get moving 
right now to Brooklyn 
Eats for some explor-
atory day-drinking! 
The Kings County 
food showcase will 
feature samples from 
soon-to-open Sunset 
Park beer company 
Five Boroughs Brew-
ing and Bushwick’s 
apple-based whiskey 
producers Moto Spir-
its, along with tasty 
treats from butchers, 
bakers, and almond 
butter makers!

10 am–4 pm at the New 
York Marriott (333 Adams 
St. between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets 
Downtown, www.brookly-
neats.com. $10. 

SATURDAY
June 24

Dirty dancer
A group of death-
defying (or at least 
gonorrhea-defying) 
dancers will prance 
across canoes floating 
on the toxic Gowanus 
Canal this afternoon, 
all while dressed in 
discarded plastic 
bags. The perfor-
mance from Artichoke 
Dance Company is 
about the importance 
of clean water, and 
afterwards you can 
follow in their foot-
steps by taking a 
Canal kayak tour.

2 pm at the Gowanus 
Canal (Promenade at 
Whole Foods, Third Street 
between Third Avenue 
and Bond Street in 
Gowanus, www.artichoke-
dance.org). Free.

SUNDAY
June 25

Tough love
Get thee to a nun-
nery! Theater for the 
New City’s production 
of the Shakespearean 
problem play “Mea-
sure for Measure” — 
which opens tonight 
— sends the audience 
through the halls of 
Mistress Overdone’s 
brothel (a “nunnery” 
in Elizabethan slang), 
before emerging to 
watch a show in which 
a hypocritical judge 
lusts for an actual nun.

7:30 pm at Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819, www.
tfana.org]. $85–$120 ($30 
students).

TUESDAY
June 27

Go to there
Boston indie-rock trio 
Palehound stops in 
town tonight with its 
just-released second 
album “A Place I’ll 
Always Go.” The 
band’s frontwoman 
Ellen Kempner (pic-
tured) croons confes-
sional lyrics about loss 
and queer love over a 
fuzzy guitar and pro-
pulsive rhythms that 
grab onto your ears 
and don’t let go. With 
opening acts Baked 
and Petal.

8 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babysallright.com]. $14 
($12 in advance).

THURSDAY
June 29

We all 
scream
It’s hot, but you want 
to be outside! So join 
Ample Hills owner 
Brian Smith for the 
monthly Ice Cream 
Social and pizza party 
on the roof of the 
Gowanus creamery. 
Participants will take 
turns on the bicycle-
powered ice cream 
churn, so you can pre-
tend that you’ve 
burned off enough 
calories to indulge in 
the sundae bar once 
your dairy delight has 
hardened. 

7 pm at Ample Hills [305 
Nevins St. at Union Street 
in Gowanus, (347) 725-
4061, www.amplehills.
com]. $35.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 23
ART, “ARMATURE” OPENING RECEP-

TION: A exhibit of new abstract 
paintings by Liz Ainslie. Free. 6–9 
pm. Transmitter (1329 Willoughby 
Ave., #2A between Wyckoff and St. 
Nicholas avenues in Bushwick), www.
transmitter.nyc. 

TALK, GIN IN JUNE: Join expert Tonya 
Hopkins for a lively evening tast-
ing old and new styles of gin. $45. 
6:30–8:30 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: The Smith 
Street Stage theater company pres-
ents Shakespeare’s tale of a corrupt 
king under the stars. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Carroll Park (Smith Street between 
President and Carroll streets in Cob-
ble Hill), www.smithstreetstage.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA MISSIVE: 
The Indian classical music ensemble 
performs a tribute to John Coltrane. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “HISSIFIT”: A punk-rock 
retelling of the Medusa myth, featur-
ing an all-girl, all-gorgon rock band. 
$15. 8 pm. Moose Lab Workspace 
(65 Pearl St. between Front and 
Water streets in Dumbo), www.th-
ecradletheatre.org. 

COMEDY, BACKFATLORETTE: Four 
single standup comics compete in 
comedy challenges to win the heart 
of burlesque dancer Vada James. 8 
pm. 61 Local (61 Bergen St. between 
Smith and Court streets in Cobble 
Hill), www.61local.com.  

MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STABAT MATER: 
A staged performance of Pergolesi’s 
sacred composition, along with arias 
and chamber works by Vivaldi. $30. 
8:30 pm. The Muse [350 Moffat St. 
between Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (929) 400–
1678], www.themusebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “GUYS AND DOLLS”: An 
immersive take on the Broadway 
classic that invites the audience to 
sing along with the actors. $18 ($15 
in advance). 8:45 pm. Muchmore’s 
(2 Haveymeyer St at North N. Street 
in Williamsburg), www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com.  

SAT, JUNE 24
TOUR, AHOY, NEW YORK!: A trolley 

tour of the grave sites of men who 
infl uenced New York’s maritime 
past. $30. 11 am. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 210–
3080], www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, AFROSOULSTICE 2017: An 
epic celebration of African diaspora 
people and culture, with music from 
Wunmi, Shaun Kelly, and Ori Nugo, 
with a performance by KowTeff 
African Dance Company. $45. 7 pm–
midnight. BRIC Ballroom [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(347) 232–7834], www.kowteff.org. 

MUSIC, THE SOUL REBELS, TALIB 
KWELI, PHAROAHE MONCH & 
KIRK KNIGHT: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brooklyn! festi-
val. Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

NIGHTLIFE, WATER SPIRITS: An all-
astrological dance party, with video 
projections, poetry, and chakra 
balancing. $10 ($5 in advance). 7:00. 
Founders Lab (972 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Catherine Street in WIlliams-
burg), www.founderslabnyc.com. 

OUTDOORS, KAYAKING: Paddle in 
the East River. Children under 18 
must be accompanied by an adult 
guardian. Free. 10 am to 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), www.
bbpboathouse.org. 

FAMILY, PUPPETRY ARTS FESTIVAL: 
A festival of free puppet shows, 
games, and crafts, with appearances 
from Tuffy Tiger and Star Wars char-
acters. Free (some activities $2–$4). 
11 am–3 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-three 

basketball games with profes-
sional players. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL PACKAGE 

TOUR: With New Kids on the 
Block, Paula Abdul, and Boyz II 
Men. $25–$995. 7:30 pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 4 pm and 7:30 
pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Boys no more: The rhythm and blues band Boys II Men will 
perform with New Kids on the Block and Paula Abdul at Bar-
clays Center on June 27.
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CITY

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

TECH

DESIGN

I

I

AM

AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Architectural 
Tech / Emerging 

Media Tech /
Entertainment— 
Stage, Lighting 

& Sound Design / 
Communication

Design—App 
& Web Design, 

Advertising, 
Broadcast Design,  

Graphic Design,  
Illustration,  

Game Graphics 
 & Animation / 

Industrial Design)

DRY DOCK

THE BEST 
$12  UNDER

WINES

WE LOVE OUR 
CUSTOMERS

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A
ll the world is waiting for you!

Celebrate the red, white, and 
blue with all the power and style 

you possess, and join the World’s Larg-
est Wonder Woman photo shoot at the 
Bell House on July 2. The tribute to 
the star-spangled superhero is part 
of Wassabasco Burlesque’s seventh 
annual patriotic strip show “Amer-
ica, F--- Yeah!” 

The event aims to show those in 
the White House that perverts, pro-
gressives, and intellectuals can also 
be true proud Americans, and is a 
way to have some fun during tu-
multuous times, said producer Nasty 
Canasta.

“This year especially, in this part 
of the world, we’re not feeling, ‘Great, 
yay USA!’ ” said Canasta, who lives 
in Park Slope. “It’s just important to 
remember that we can’t let the hor-
rible things and the people in charge 
dictate this stuff. We can still be our 
own heroes and make our own fun. 
It’s not about them — it’s about us 
and the good things. It’s a little more 
poignant this year.”

Each year, the show has featured 
appearances from Wonder Woman 
and Superman — heroes who stand 
for truth, justice, and the American 
way. And with the newly released 

Wonder Woman film, the world is 
ready for her, and the wonders she 
can do, said Canasta.

“The movie just came out and peo-

ple are really excited about it and we 
really need something awesome like 
Wonder Woman right now,” she said. 
“We have a government that’s just 

playing all of our differences against 
each other and creating divisiveness, 
and we just say ‘Anyone is welcome!’ 
That’s what this country is about, that’s 
what this city is about. We are Amer-
ica and nobody can tell us that we 
are not.”

The night will feature eight differ-
ent acts, including classic burlesque 
bits and silly skits from Hazel Honey-
suckle, Nina La Voix, Poison Ivory, 
and Tiger Bay, along with host Doc 
Wasabassco in a Superman costume, 
tunes from disc jockey Stormaged-
don, and Canasta performing her own 
Wonder Woman act. 

Those dressed as Wonder Woman 
can buy a ticket to the patriotic pastie-
twirling show for half price. And af-
terwards, anyone in a wondrous cos-
tume is welcome to hop on stage and 
join the photo shoot. There are no re-
strictions on age, race, gender, or de-
votion to a particular version of the 
iconic outfit — the more diverse the 
better, said Canasta. 

“Any person of any gender identifi-
cation can dress up as Wonder Woman, 
whatever that means to them. At the 
end of the show, after cast curtain call, 
we’ll bring up or invite anybody up 
on stage who wants to join us,” she 
said. People in superman costumes 
are welcome, too. 

The monumental photo will be 
posted on social media, and is a beau-
tiful way to document the occasion, 
said Canasta. 

“It’s just a record of the celebra-
tion,” she said. “It’s a pretty unique 
celebration of the holiday too.”

Wonder Woman Photo Shoot and 
America F--- Yeah! at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.wasabassco.com]. 
July 2 at 8 pm. $20–$35.

It’s Wonder-wear!
Undress as a superhero, for America

The glamazons: Wassabasco Burlesque’s annual “America, F--- 
Yeah” patriotic performance will feature a post-show gathering 
of people dressed as the red, white, and blue–clad superhero 
Wonder Woman.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

G
et ready to get lit! 

This year’s Fourth of July fire-
works display will be the biggest 

yet — but it will also be the least visi-
ble for Brooklynites! Macy’s plans to 
explode more than 60,000 pyrotechnics 
over the East River, but this year’s bangs 
will launch from barges parked on the 
river near the Brooklyn–Queens bor-
ders — not near the Brooklyn Bridge, 
as in past years. So the best viewing 
spots have shifted to Williamsburg and 

Greenpoint, and you will need to plan 
to get a good view! So we have charted 
some of the best spots to catch the show, 
whether you are on a champagne or 
picnic blanket budget. 

Smoke on the water
The floating Greenpoint bar Brook-

lyn Barge will host a huge bash for 
America’s birthday, offering four dif-
ferent party price points for getting up 
next to the fireworks. You can sit right 
out on the water with the blasts with a 
$250 ticket to the barge, watch from a 
picnic table for $150, or hang out in its 

garden for $100 — all these options in-
cluding a lobster dinner and open bar 
from 7–11 pm. Or grab a $50 spot at the 
land-locked bar, which will also get you 
killer views and two drink tickets.

The Brooklyn Barge [97 West St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (929) 
337–7212 www.thebrooklynbarge.
com]. $50–$250.  

Free parking
Right next door to Brooklyn Barge 

is a free alternative — Transmitter 
Park! You can lay down a blanket on 
the waterfront lawn, pop open some 
drinks, and enjoy the show. You won’t 
have to pay entry, but make sure to 
arrive early to reserve a place.

Transmitter Park (West St. be-
tween Greenpoint Avenue and Kent 
Street in Greenpoint). Free. 

Spreading out 
Slightly further south you can stake 

out some space at East River State 
Park, a river-adjacent green space 
three times the size of its northerly 
neighbor. The views are sure to be 
spectacular, and you can stop at Odd-
fellows Ice Cream shop down the road 
to stock up. 

East River State Park (90 Kent 
Ave. between N. Seventh and Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg). Free. 

Outback up top 
The Australian restaurant Northern 

Territory will host a rooftop soiree for 
those looking to celebrate this coun-
try’s birth while appreciating its im-
migrant culture. The roof offers some 
of the best views around — tickets are 
$60 and drinks are extra, but there are 
sure to be plenty of specials. 

Northern Territory [12 Franklin St. 
at Meserole Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(347) 689–4065, www.northernter-
ritorybk.com]. $60. 

Northern lights
Fireworks move to Greenpoint
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Weddings
Engagements

Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, 
Cocktail, and Buffet options. 

We can create any theme for your 
occasion with unique LED lighting 
options & special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS

768–3703], www.puppet-
ryarts.org. 

FILM, QUEER-ART-PRIDE 
SHORT FILM FESTIVAL: 
Celebrate queer fi lmmakers 
with an afternoon of screen-
ings. $10. 4 pm. Wythe 
Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. at N. 
11th Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 460–8000], www.
wythehotel.com. 

SUN, JUNE 25
FREE YOGA AT THE EVER-

GREENS CEMETERY: A 
free class open to all levels 
of practice. Please bring a 
mat or towel. Free. 10 am. 
The Evergreens Cemetery 
[1629 Bushwick Ave. at 
Conway Street in Bushwick, 
(718) 455–5300]. 

MARKET, SMITH STREET 
FAIR: Eight blocks of food, 
drinks, crafts, and music. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. Smith 
Street [From First Place to 
Wyckoff Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 852–0328], 
www.smithstreetbk.com. 

COMEDY, JUST A SHOW: 
A comedy night hosted 
by Kate Berlant. $6. 6 pm. 
Sunnyvale [1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 987–3971], 
www.sunnyvalebk.com. 

TALK, THE 6TH ANNUAL 
INNER BEAUTY PAGEANT: 
Twelve of New York City’s 
most warm-hearted odd-
balls compete for the title 
of Most Inner Beautiful of 
New York City, hosted by 
comedian Jo Firestone. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MON, JUNE 26
ART, SUMMER SOLSTICE 

FLOWER CROWNS: Cel-
ebrate the summer solstice 
by learning how to make a 
fl ower crown. With a selec-
tion of sparkling wines and 
cheese plates. $85. 6:30 pm. 
The Farm on Adderley [1108 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 
287–3101], www.thefar-
monadderley.com. 

MUSIC, WORTHLESS, EN-
SALMO, JANE CHURCH, 
ZZZWALK, DJ JIN: Free. 
8 pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

FILM, “MEMENTO”: A free 
screening of the bizarre 
fi lm that runs backwards. 
Bring your own snacks & 
drinks! Free. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Community Darkroom 
(110 Troutman St. between 
Evergreen and Central av-
enues in Bushwick), www.
bushwickcommunitydark-
room.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: Mondays don’t 
suck so much when you 
can see comedians Adam 
Wade, Michael Joyce, Amy 
Cardinale, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets in 
Crown Heights), www.fnlbk.
com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JUNE 27
COMEDY, “RUDE”: A jam-

packed night with an all-play 
improv jam and three more 
acts,  many of which allow 
guest performers from the 
audience to jump in. Free. 
7:30 pm. South 4th Bar (90 
S 4th St. at Berry Street in 
Williamsburg), www.rude-
comedy.com. 

TALK, THE UNTITLED KOND-
ABOLU BROTHERS PROJ-
ECT: Family stories? Power-
Points? Heated discussions 
about gentrifi cation? The 
Kondabolu Brothers (Hari 
and Ashok) will cover it all in 
their improvised, tangential 
show. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

COMEDY, OPHIRA AND 
ADAM’S SCAR TISSUE: A 
night of hilarious, heartfelt 
stories from Ophira Eisen-
berg and Adam Wade, 
all with the theme “scar 
tissue.” $8. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, LILLIE MAE: $10. 8:30 
pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

WED, JUNE 28
OPENING THE PLAZA AT 300 

ASHLAND: An evening of 
music, treats, and refresh-
ments to celebrate the new 
public plaza at the inter-
section of Lafayette and 
Flatbush avenues in Fort 
Greene. Free. 5–7 pm. 300 
Ashland (Lafayette Street 
at Flatbush avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, THE YEAHTONES, 
THE BLACKFIRES, 
STRANGE MAJIK: With 
Faux Furrs. $10. 7:30 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, LAZURITE: Musician 
and vocalist Lesley Flanigan 
and cellist Mariel Roberts 
combine forces. $15. 8pm. 

Issue Project Room [22 
Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: A night 
of Chicago-style stand up 
with Emma Willmann, Ian 
Karmel, Jo Firestone, and 
more. $5. 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, JUNE 29
FILM, BLACK QUEER BROOK-

LYN ON FILM: A weekly 
screening of short fi lms by 
young, black, queer, female-
identifi ed and gender-non-
conforming artists and fi lm-
makers working in Brooklyn. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, and 
8 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, JOHN HAMMOND: 
A free, outdoor concert 
as part of a jazz, soul, and 
R&B series. Free. Noon. 
MetroTech Commons [Flat-
bush Ave and Myrtle Ave 
in Downtown, (718) 636–
4100], www.BAM.org. 

MUSIC, “THE SAXOPHON-
IST” FUND-RAISER: Local 
fi lmmaker Andre Joseph 
raises cash for his romantic 
drama about a jazz saxo-
phone player. With a live 
band. 6–10 pm. Pips [275 S. 
Second St. between Have-
meyer Street and Marcy 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(347) 674–7706], www.pip-
sout.com. 

DANCE, RISING CHOREOG-
RAPHERS: White Wave 
dance presents work from 
fi ve you choreographers, 
as part of the Live at the 
Archway series. Free. 6 pm. 
Archway Under The Man-
hattan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams St and 
Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
718–237–8700], dumbo.is. 

TALK, RUMS OF THE WORLD: 
An all-star panel of rum ex-
perts discuss the spirit and 
offer tastes of various rums. 
$30. 6.30 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2845], www.
mofad.org/events/rums17. 

ART, “BRIDGES” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Brooklyn art-
ist Sam Messer presents 
his paintings of New York 
City bridges, portraits, and 
videos made in response 
to Trump’s fi rst 100 days 
in offi ce. Free. 7–9 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

ART, ARMOR OF ADAPTA-
TION: An exhibition of 
Rosary Solimanto’s latest 
sculptural work — a full-
bodied wearable kinetic 
metal sculpture tailored to 
her health conditions. Free. 
7–10 pm. DeConstrukt Pro-
jekts [41 Seabring St., third 
fl oor, at Richards Street in 
Red Hook, (347) 606–8444], 
projekts.de-construkt.com.  

COMEDY, REDUCTRESS 
WET: Satire site Reductress 
presents a night of comedy. 
With Kate Berlant, Janelle 
James, Blair Socci, Anna 
Drezen; hosted by Nicole 
Silverberg. $20 ($18 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, JARED & THE MILL: 
$15. 8 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 
388–4111], www.rought-
radenyc.com. 

FRI, JUNE 30
MUSIC, GINUWINE: Free. 7 

pm. Betsy Head Park (Du-
mont Avenue and Strauss 
Street in Brownsville), www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE CHAM-
PAGNE RIOT: Two sessions 
of sizzling vintage jazz and 
burlesque. $20. 7:30 pm. 
Guadalupe Inn [1 Knick-
erbocker Ave. at Johnson 
Avenue in Bushwick], www.
guadalupeinnbk.com. 

TALK, “HOW TO BUILD A 
FIRE”: The season fi nale of 
the storytelling series cel-
ebrate speakers from the 
past season. Free. 8 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

MUSIC, GARTH FAGAN 
DANCE: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brook-
lyn! festival. Free. 8 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, BILL FRISELL AND 
THOMAS MORGAN: A 
program of duets between 
the bassist and guitarist. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org.  

SAT, JULY 1
MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STABAT 

MATER: 8:30 pm. See Fri-
day, June 23. 

READING, “ZOMBIE APOCA-
LYPSE IN DITMAS PARK”: 
Join Ditmas Park’s Kristine 
Scheiner in celebrating the 
publication of her new col-
oring book, “Zombie Apoc-
alypse in Ditmas Park.” With 
a zombie costume contest, 
coloring contest, and Dit-
mas Park trivia. Free. 3 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10



June 23–29, 2017 AWP  13Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Ave., Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 
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by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 
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available 
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corns, a non-nautical myth-
ical icon chosen as a sym-
bol of the couple’s love, said 
the bride.

“When you get married it 
should be to your unicorn, 
and Chuck is my unicorn,” 
said Bambi, who has at-
tended the parade for 24 
years running and was even 
crowned Queen in 2006. “I 
feel like my whole entire life 
has been leading to this.” 

The lovey-dovey duo 

were introduced by  painter 
Joe Coleman  two years ago 
at that the 2015 Mermaid Pa-
rade, and  Varga popped the 
question to the bawdy bur-
lesquer at last year’s pro-
cession .   

Coleman, who is also 
a wedding officiant, mar-
ried the pair in the pouring 
rain. But the weather did lit-
tle to dampen the spirits of 
the groom, who already had 
his mind on creating the beast 
with two mermaid tails. 

 “I used to have to go 
through 100 mermaids a night 
and now I have Bambi,” said 
Varga. “I feel absolutely great. 
She’s my mermaid.” 

The lovers had skipped to 
the fun part already, having 
just returned from a preemp-
tive  honeymoon at a conch 
shell house in Mexico . 

And after three years of 
raucous parades together, the 
couple is considering taking it 
easy next year, said the scaly 
sweetheart. 

“I don’t know how we’re 
going to top this next year,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1

MARRIED...

By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

Oy vey Maria!
A Cyclones first base-

man Jose Maria grounded 
into three double plays as 
the Cyclones fell to the hated 
Staten island Yankees 7–4 
at MCU Park on Opening 
Night Tuesday.  

Down 7–4 in the sixth, 
Maria, from the Domini-
can Republic, had a chance 
to put the Cyclones back in 
the game when he came to 
bat with the bases loaded 
and one out. Swinging at the 
first pitch, the 22-year-old 
grounded to Yankee starter 
Jorge Guzman who fired the 
ball home to start a 1–2–3 
double play.

It wasn’t Maria’s only rally 
killer. In the third, he fol-
lowed an Ian Strom single 
with a grounded to short that 
was turned into two outs, and 
in the fourth, his grounded 
to short with runners on first 
and second ended a three-
run rally.

Things started well for the 
Clones, as left-hander Jake 
Simon matched zeros with 
Guzman through two innings 
before things started to fall 
apart in the third when he hit 
lead off hitter Carolos Vidal 
with a pitch before walking 
Daniel Barrios. Catcher Car-
los Sanchez then threw out 
Vidal when he tired to steal 
third before Wilkerson Gar-
cia drew a walk, putting run-

ners on first and second for 
Dom Thompson-Williams’ 
double, which scored Bar-
rios. With runners at second 
and third, Oswaldo Cabera 
singled to center scoring Gar-
cia and Thompson-Williams, 
putting the Yanks up 3–0.

Brooklyn tied things up 
in the fourth, but things fell 
apart when Joe Napolitano 
came in to start the fifth. The 
New Englander sandwiched 
a walk around two strike-
outs before a balk, a walk, a 
passed ball, another walk, a 
triple, and a wild pitch plated 
three more Yankees.

Cyclones  manager Ed-
gardo Alfonzo said first-
game jitters may have played 
a role in the loss.

Clones start with loss

Cyclones lefty Jake Simon pitched well for two innings, but barely made it 
out of the third.
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By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

They exercised their legal 
right to assemble. 

The Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation and the Brooklyn 
Women’s Bar Association held 
back-to-back events last week 
where attendees hailed the 
achievements of past and pres-
ent leaders and passed the ba-
ton to future ones, celebrating 
those individuals who have 
made the professional orga-
nizations more like families, 
according to the bar associa-
tion’s new president.

“As a young attorney, I 

grew up in this bar associ-
ation,” said Aimee Richter. 
“My earliest memories are of 
sitting in [Bar Association ex-
ecutive director Avery Okin’s] 
office in my 20s, crying about 
some problem that I thought 
was the end of the world. But 
he never laughed and was al-
ways there for me. That’s the 
kind of thing a family like the 
bar association does.”

Richter, a partner in the 
family law and matrimonial 
law firm Lee, Anav, Chung, 
White, Kim, Ruger & Rich-
ter LLP, was sworn into her 
post at an induction ceremony 

Legal parties
Brooklyn Bar Association, 
Women’s Bar Association 
host back-to-back events

From left, Oleg Rybak, Judge Theresa M. Ciccotto, 
Karina Barska, and Judge Nancy T. Sunshine with 
her daughter get together at the Brooklyn Women’s 
Bar Association’s 99th annual dinner at The Liberty 
Warehouse in Red Hook on June 15.
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for newly elected Brooklyn 
Bar Association officers and 
trustees at Borough Hall on 
June 14.

Other officers installed at 
the ceremony included pres-
ident-elect David Chidekel, 
first vice president Frank V. 
Carone, second vice president 

Anthony J. Lamberti, secre-
tary Armena D. Gayle, and 
treasurer Richard Klass.

The Brooklyn Women’s 
Bar Association held its 99th 
annual dinner the following 
night, honoring two acclaimed 
women in the borough’s le-
gal community and bidding 

farewell to outgoing president 
Sara J. Gozo.

“It was a great year,” Gozo 
said. “I feel that we have all 
taken the organization to even 
greater heights, including add-
ing over 100 new members to 
its ranks.”

The organization presented 
the Beatrice M. Judge Recog-
nition Award  to Nancy T. Sun-
shine, County Clerk of Kings 
County, Clerk of the Supreme 
Court, and Commissioner of 
Jurors.

“It’s really very special to 
receive an award named af-
ter such a distinguished attor-
ney, leader, and first justice of 
the Supreme Court of Kings 
County,” Sunshine said.

And the Women’s Bar As-
sociation bestowed the Sybil 
Hart Kooper Award, named 
for a state Supreme Court jus-
tice who championed women’s 
rights, to Lisa Schreibersdorf, 
the founder and executive di-
rector of the Brooklyn De-
fender Services, a public de-
fense firm.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They were armed and 
ready.

Members of Community 
Board 9’s Land Use Com-
mittee voted unanimously on 
June 19 to oppose the contro-
versial scheme to put Crown 
Height’s city-owned Bedford-
Union Armory in the hands 
of a private developer, after 
reps for the company failed to 
present a plan that would ben-
efit area residents, according 
to the group’s chairman.

More than 60 community 
members spoke for roughly 
two hours leading up to the 
vote, which came days after 
a contentious session earlier 
this month, during which the 
civic honchos blasted the de-
veloper’s reps for re-present-
ing a plan that locals already 
vowed to oppose.

“This committee has made 
it clear that we do not want 
condos in the armory proj-
ect and that we want more 
affordable housing,” Land 

Armory plan shot down
Land Use Committee votes down developer’s scheme in Crown Heights

Use Committee chairman 
Michael Liburd said on June 
14. “It’s the same presenta-
tion we saw at dozens of pub-
lic meetings, so why are we 
seeing it again?”

The chairman described 

the June 19 hearing as pro-
ductive, if only because the 
audience was quiet enough to 
permit civil discourse. 

The attendees were far less 
rowdy than the crowd at the 
June 14 session, whose vo-

cal objections grew so deaf-
ening that committee mem-
bers plugged their ears to tune 
out the racket.

“Monday night was pro-
ductive in that people could 
hear each other speaking,” 
Liburd said.

The unanimous vote was 
the first of a potential series 
of stumbling blocks in the 
project’s multi-step public 
review process, which de-
veloper BFC Partners must 
face as it seeks approval for a 
long-term lease to re-develop 
the armory on Bedford Av-
enue between President and 
Union streets.

The city’s terms for devel-
opment of the armory require 
the developer to include a not-
for-profit recreation center in 
the complex and to offer half 
of its planned housing at be-
low-market rates.

But the scheme voted down 
on June 19 continues to draw 
criticism from committee and 
community members, who 
do not approve of its more 

than 50 luxury condos and 
charge that only 18 of its 330 
rental units will be offered at 
prices affordable to locals of 
an area with a median income 
of $40,000.

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Crown Heights) 
—  who publicly condemned 
the plan in front of a cadre of 
other opposed pols last month  
— reiterated her opposition in 
a statement released after the 
land use committee’s vote.

“I will not support a plan 
that includes luxury condo-
miniums and grossly over-
looks low-income housing at 
the Bedford-Union Armory,” 
Cumbo said. “I stand united 
with my constituents to urge 
Mayor DeBlasio to go back 
to the drawing board.”

The full community board 
will vote on the plan on June 
27, after which Borough Pres-
ident Adams will review it, 
and then city planning, be-
fore it lands in city Council 
— where Cumbo has vowed 
to vote against it.  

A few people came to a community board meet-
ing on June 14 showing signs of support for the 
city-backed deal to redevelop the Bedford-Union 
Armory, but most stayed quiet as boisterous oppo-
nents of the plan dominated the hearing.
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Live in a world 
that’s always 
the perfect 
temperature.

See all the ways smart 
thermostats can make 
your life more comfortable. 
Marketplace.conEd.com

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

6/21 7AM - 6/26 7PM
21 22 23 24 25 26SALE STARTS

FRESH!

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL
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Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

ORGANIC

Romaine Hearts

$$299299

Gold Pineapples

$$22forfor55

Full Line
$$33forfor1010

D

$$66forfor199199
Corn

Green Squash

lb.lb.5959¢¢

100% Apple Juice

$$199199
ea.ea.

K

Grape Tomatoes

9999¢¢

Peanut Butter

$$22forfor55
U

$$299299
ea.ea.

Espresso Ground
Coffee

U

Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.8989¢¢

Kirbys

lb.lb.5959¢¢

Blueberries

$$22forfor55

Jarlsberg 
Cheese

$$549549
lb.lb.

Eggplant

lb.lb.5959¢¢

Sunny Balzano, and its only 
remaining owner. 

Johansen raised $68,000 
since launching her “Sunny’s 
Forever” campaign in March, 
which she organized to pool 
together the cash needed to 
buy shares in the property 
owned by 18 members of 
Balzano’s extended fam-
ily after he died of a stroke 
least year. 

The bar on Conover Street 
between Reed and Beard 
streets has been a neigh-
borhood staple for 127 years, 
but the family reportedly pre-
ferred to sell it until John-
son agreed to a court set-
tlement to buy them out for 
$2.6 million. 

Most of the moolah she 
raised will be for down pay-
ment on that sum, she said, 
and the rest will cover the 
$35,000 in legal fees the bar 
racked up in its three-year 
court battle. 

The deal on the bar is ex-
pected to close in the next 
week.

Johansen is thrilled that 
people from near and far 
helped her keep the water-
ing hole known for its live 
music and cheap beer open, 
she said, noting the century-
plus-old bar’s feel-good at-

mosphere is what inspired 
people to preserve it.  

“People who come here 
feel they can live in the mo-
ment and that life is possible, 
life is good,” she said. “They 
can put not just their troubles, 
but their jobs, ambitions, fu-
ture, and past outside the door 
and just be present.” 

The owner  appeared on 
Brooklyn Paper Radio  in 
April to tout her fund-rais-
ing campaign, which raised 
$20,000 in just one week af-
ter the show aired. 

The broadcast was accom-
panied by  a Daily News col-
umn by co-host Gersh Kuntz-
man , who said he considers 
his helping out with the cause 
as one of the highlights of 
his life. 

“I have never been prouder 
of myself than when I pro-
vided minimal help to save 
a bar at which I enjoy drink-
ing and listening to music,” 
he said. 

Sunny’s hosted art shows, 
jazz nights, and concerts to 
promote the campaign as well, 
most recently hosting a cele-
bration at Littlefield in Gow-
anus on June 21, that featured 
musical performances from 
Smokey’s Round-up, Marc Ri-
bot, Lil’ Mo and the Monicats, 
and Johansen herself. 

Continued from page 1

SUNNY’S...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s the subway’s Sal-va-
tion!

A former city council-
man and current democratic 
mayoral candidate staked out 
Mayor DeBlasio at his Park 
Slope gym on June 14 to de-
mand Hizzoner ride the sub-
way as part of his quixotic 
quest to save the failing un-
derground transit system. 

And while the chronically 
late mayor hit the Prospect 

Park YMCA early to avoid 
the ready-to-pounce pol, he 
rode the subway for the first 
time in more than a month 
that evening — both posi-
tive results of the stakeout, 
said the candidate. 

“There were two mile-
stones,” Sal Albanese said. 
“First, we got him to get up 
early. And then that night, 
we got him into the subway 
system!”

Albanese, who this year 
announced his third mayoral 

campaign, showed up at the 
YMCA on Ninth St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues at 
10:30 am with a MetroCard 
for DeBlasio,  who tends to 
travel the 11 miles from Man-
hattan’s Gracie Mansion in a 
chauffeured SUV  and, prior 
to his June 14 trip on the C 
train, last rode a subway on 
April 19.

The former Bay Ridge 
councilman has accused De-
Blasio of wiping his hands of 
the city’s aging underground 

transit system, which Alba-
nese said is in crisis mode  in 
an appearance on Brooklyn 
Paper Radio on June 13 . 

“He’s never uttered a word 
about mass transit in three 
and a half years, with the ex-
ception of ‘it’s not my job,’ ” 
he said. “Which is the most 
bizarre thing I ever heard.”

And though the mayor 
may not have said those ex-
act words,  he did blame Gov. 
Cuomo last month for the sub-
way’s dire state .

Park Slope stakeout 
Pol fails to ambush mayor with MetroCard at gym

lives in bucolic Staten Island 
and rides the subway daily, 
said that any sitting mayor 
should do so regularly, noting 
how former mayor Michael 
Bloomberg — who owns his 
own helicopter —  made it a 
point to travel underground 
with the masses. 

“Bloomberg use to take it a 
couple times a week and he’s 
a billionaire,” he said.

Albanese — who lost to 
DeBlasio in the 2013 Demo-
cratic mayoral primary, plac-
ing eighth out of nine candi-
dates — said that, if elected, 
he will contribute $1 billion 
to the city’s subway system 
each year, using money he 
will save by fixing broken 
city programs, including 
Hurricane Sandy recovery 
scheme Build it Back.  

DeBlasio’s democratic 
competitor said he is certain 
that the mayor’s June 14 ride 

on the rails was a direct re-
sult of his stakeout.

“Unequivocally, 100 per-

cent he did it because of me,” 
Albanese said.

The candidate, who now 

Democratic 
mayoral 
candidate 
Sal Albanese 
brandishes a 
MetroCard.
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #4
“Rent is the number one expense for New Yorkers. Unless we change the status quo… hardworking families 
will be pushed out of their homes.” – Mayor Bill de Blasio … 
“We need to keep rents affordable…” – Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie (Source: City of New York Website)

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy

The Facts:
The Hevesi-Klein “Home Stability Support” proposal would subsi-• 
dize the rents of public assistance-eligible tenants facing homeless-
ness or eviction. 
The “Tenant Rent Increase Exemption” proposal would permanently • 
freeze rents for all tenants (not just senior citizens and the disabled) 
with annual household incomes of less than $50,000 who pay half to-
wards rent. 
Why isn’t de Blasio and other politicians supporting these Albany • 
proposals that would provide real rent relief and solutions to the 
homeless crisis, and keep families in their homes?

I 
never yell at my kids more 
than on holidays. I think it 
has something to do with 

that dreaded “E” word: Ex-
pectation.

The images live large in 
my head from when I used to 
see television commercials, or 
when I catch sight of signs in 
stores that feature happy fam-
ilies happily gathered round 
happy Dad on a happy Fa-
ther’s Day. Or big groups of 
fun-havers at a beach bonfire 
on the Fourth of July. Some-
times I might even be part of 
such groups on these or other 
“special” days, and yet some-
thing stirs in me, and I bris-
tle and bark. 

Were those people in the 
pictures having more fun? 
They didn’t seem to be fight-
ing, or hot, or sweaty. What 
was wrong with us? 

There are great expecta-

tions placed on us all the time 
to enjoy things in a particu-
lar prescribed way and, for 
better or worse, I am hard-
wired to rebel. I stand there 
on Mother’s Day or my birth-
day and I wonder why I can’t 
just feel grateful like I’m sup-
posed to, and why I can’t get 
myself and my family to look 
and act the way we’re “sup-
posed to.” 

Aah, to be those shiny, 
happy people in the ads. 
Even when I seem to others 
like I might make the grade, 

when my house is decorated 
for a holiday, and I’ve strong-
armed the boys into putting on 
something other than sweat-
pants and their favorite well-
worn tees, I am squirmy like 
a little girl in synagogue. I in-
advertently start yelling and 
screaming at the top of my 
lungs, and only afterward stop 
to question why. My boys at 
these times are just being their 
usual slow-to-respond teen-
age selves despite my expec-
tations. 

I’ve been thinking lately 

that I have to be more judi-
cious about how I “celebrate.” 
Maybe these days don’t have 
to be the biggest deal ever. 
Maybe it just doesn’t always 
feel like the right moment to 
revel. Maybe I can’t just con-
jure grace and gratitude on 
command.

My least favorite conver-
sation starter was when a 
guy would lean toward me 
and strongly suggest that I 
“smile!” Yuck. I’ve learned 
over time just to walk away 
(and, frankly, it doesn’t hap-
pen to me much anymore) but 
back in the day I’d sometimes 
growl some type of feminist 
response like, “Don’t tell me 
what to do!” 

I can’t help the way I re-
spond to being told how to 
feel, from an individual or so-
ciety. I shouldn’t, of course, 
take it out on my children, and 

I try in these Hallmark mo-
ments not to ruin things with 
my naysaying ways, but…

Summer is the worst. It is 
one big 10-week-long hol-
iday, which should bring 
that demanded smile to my 
lips, right? Wrong. Maybe it 
is because I grew up in Ar-
izona, where the summer 
months seem to stretch on 
forever and a dry heat just 
feels like an oven on high. But 
the pressure to fill every last 
moment with fun sometimes 
has me running scared. If I’m 
not careful, I can feel the ab-
solute opposite of joyous if 
every moment isn’t spent on 
the beach with a frozen drink. 
Isn’t that how people spend 
their summers? It would seem 
so, if we paid attention to the 
ads. Sunscreen marketers and 
beer companies would have 
you believe it, such that when 

the children sit for hours in 
front of screens, and my apart-
ment lacks sufficient air con-
ditioning, I dare say I feel like 
the ocean: blue. 

This summer, however, I 
vow to have more realistic ex-
pectations. I vow to get the 
 opening scenes from “Grease”  
out of my mind and just enjoy 
the enjoyable moments and not 
cower too much at the times 
that aren’t filled with perfect 
beach parties. 

I vow not to yell at my 
kids if they don’t want to 
go to Coney Island and get 
corn dogs like I imagine we 
should, like we did when they 
were little. 

I shake my head as I type 
that, though: Realistic expec-
tations. 

Ugh. 
I will do my best.

Not-so-great expectations for this summer
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

Keep flying, Blackbirds!
That’s the message to be 

found in a just-released book 
penned by Long Island Uni-
versity’s ninth and longest-
serving president that takes 
a magnifying glass to the 
decade whose events nearly 
broke the college, but would 
go on to make it the academic 
institution it is today. 

“Preface to the Future: A 
History of Long Island Uni-
versity Through The Turbu-
lent Sixties,” by president 
emeritus Dr. David J. Stein-
berg, recounts the history of 
the school during an era when 
U.S. college campuses were 
hotbeds for student unrest — 
and when the university was 
nearly torn apart by an ad-
ministration that struggled to 
unite its three separate cam-
puses in Brooklyn and Long 
Island’s Nassau and Suffolk 
counties. 

Long Island University 

in the early 60s, Steinberg 
writes, was “an upwardly 
mobile institution with a 
Brooklyn swagger that as-
pired to achieve national rec-
ognition.”

 But all that changed when 
the university’s then-chancel-
lor Richard Conolly — a four-
star World War II Naval Ad-
miral — died in a 1962 plane 
crash. 

Five different chancellors 
would lead the college over 
the next ten years — one of 
whom was fired after just 78 
days on the job.

“During this decade, stu-
dents marched and demon-
strated, faculty members pro-
tested and then militantly 
unionized, and trustees pri-
vately and publicly fought 
with each other,” Steinberg 
writes. 

One of the college’s more 
highly-publicized demonstra-
tions of the era was a 1968 
student-led march across 
the Brooklyn Bridge, which 

was organized to protest the 
Brooklyn campus’s proposed 
sale to the City University of 
New York.

The president emeritus 
writes in great detail about 
the political tug-of-war over 
the Brooklyn campus, which 
ultimately involved several 
notable elected officials of 
the era.

But despite the decade’s 
administrative infighting — 
which occurred as the private 
college competed over pro-
spective students with the gov-
ernment-subsidized City and 
State University of New York 
schools, and faced criticism 
for not being inclusive enough  
— somehow, Steinberg writes, 
Long Island University “man-
aged to succeed in its core mis-
sion of educating and grad-
uating tens of thousands of 
students.”

The author, who served as 
the university’s president from 
1985-2013, also addresses his-
toric moments before and af-

Past is prologue
LIU president emeritus pens a book 
about college’s most-formative decade
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ter his book’s titular decade 
that include: its 1920 found-
ing by a group of Brooklyn 
civic and business leaders, 
the 1970 firebombing of the 
Brooklyn campus’s Humani-
ties Building, and the sale of 

the Suffolk County campus to 
the State University of New 
York that same year. 

But, in an interview with 
Community News Group, 
Steinberg said that to under-
stand today’s Long Island Uni-

versity requires a firm grasp 
of its turbulent years from 
1962 to 1972, which is why 
he penned the tome. 

“It’s a mixed legacy, they 
were bad years,” Steinberg 
said. “They were bad years 
everywhere. Columbia was 
taken over, City College was 
taken over, Harvard was taken 
over, but Long Island Univer-
sity had this other dimension 
on top of that — the tensions 
within.”

Steinberg — whose name-
sake $45-million, 2,500-seat 
facility on the Brooklyn cam-
pus, the Steinberg Wellness 
Center, has been the home 
court of the Blackbirds bas-
ketball team since it opened 
in 2006 — ends his book with 
high hopes for the school he 
once led. 

“It might just be that the 
experiences suffered during 
the tumultuous decade of the 
sixties brought LIU back to its 
true calling … educating men 
and women drawn from lower 
middle-class, self-employed, 
and wage-earning groups,” he 
writes. “They are first-gener-
ation college-goers and often 
first-generation Americans. 
LIU, after almost a century, 
still exists as a private insti-
tution devoted to speeding 
them on their way.”

Long Island University president emeritus Dr. David 
J. Steinberg stands outside the LIU building that 
bears his name, displaying his new book, “Preface 
to the Future: A History of Long Island University 
Through the Turbulent Sixties.”
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