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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The green death is back!
State inspectors discovered toxic 

algae in Prospect Lake for the fourth 
year running earlier this month, forc-
ing Prospect Park’s caretakers to ban 
swimming around the meadow’s pen-
insula for fear of losing pooches — or 
people — to the deadly bloom, accord-
ing to a Prospect Park Alliance spokes-
woman. 

Investigators 
with the state 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection tested 
the body of wa-
ter on June 19, 
and lab samples 
showed lake-
wide algae blooms,  according to the 
agency’s website .

The blue-green algae is caused by 
phosphates in the city’s water supply, 
which feeds the lake. 

The aquatic plant causes a nasty rash 
if exposed to skin and, if ingested, can 
cause even more serious neurological 
conditions that can be fatal if untreated, 
according to a vet tech at Park Slope 
Veterinary Center.

Dog-owners should look for symp-
toms including excessive drooling, dis-
orientation, difficulty breathing, con-
vulsions, yellow-colored skin, loss of 
appetite, diarrhea, dark urine, and re-
peated vomiting, the veterinary tech-
nician said.

The state will continue testing water 
bodies in the park on a weekly basis, and 

TOXIC P’PARK
Deadly algae blooms across lake for fourth year

the Prospect Park Alliance has posted 
signs around the lake informing park go-
ers of the potential danger, according to 
the conservancy’s spokeswoman.

Algae has yet to be found in the park’s 
Upper Pool, where Dog Beach is located, 
and the canines’ swimming hole remains 
open, the spokeswoman said. 

The Prospect Park Alliance  received 
$390,000 from the state in February  to 

create natural filtration systems at two 
points where city water enters the lake, 
which are intended to reduce the quan-
tity of algae-causing phosphates in the 
body of water.

But there is currently no timeline 
for the filtration project, and the rep 
said more information will be provided 
when the conservancy is ready to be-
gin work on it.

Meadows of 

SHAME

Toxic algae that can be fatal if consumed has been found in Prospect 
Lake for the fourth year in a row, forcing the park’s conservators to 
forbid people and pups from cooling off in the water.
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The Navarro family traveled from Queens to swim at the pop-up pool in Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They welcomed summer with a 
splash! 

Brooklynites looking for a cool way 
to beat the heat flooded Kings County’s 
15 public pools on June 29 to kick off 
swimming season in the borough.

Bathers who visit the lagoons this 
year can slather on free sunscreen, as 
well as enroll in free swimming les-
sons and aquatic fitness classes.

And patrons under the age of 18 can 
enjoy free meals at certain facilities as 
part of the city’s  Summer Meals Pro-
gram  — though, of course, you should 

wait an hour after eating before get-
ting back in the water.  

Pool season will extend through Sep-
tember 10 this year, giving swimmers an 
extra full week to have fun in the sun, 
said the park department’s head.

“There’s even more time to cool off,” 
said Commissioner Mitchell Silver.

Head back to pool!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a tower play. 
Boerum Hill residents turned 

out in force on June 28 to voice their 
opposition to two huge towers with 
unprecedented density proposed 
for the edge of their brownstone-
lined nabe. Plans for the mega-de-
velopment include a new elemen-
tary school and rebuilt high school, 
but locals said they should not have 
to watch skyscrapers rise just to get 
necessary infrastructure. 

“The fact that the proposed plan 
would bring super-tall buildings 
is unacceptable, and the commu-
nity should not be burdened in a 
trade-off for much needed bene-
fits,” said Howard Kolins, presi-
dent of civic group the Boerum 
Hill Association. “We need a lot 
of things, but towers are not one 
of them.” 

Builder Alloy Development  re-
vealed plans in April  for 74- and 
38-story towers on the triangular 

block bounded by Flatbush Avenue, 
Third Avenue, and State Street. 

The proposal also included a 
new 350-seat elementary school 
and a new building for the already-
on-site Khalil Gibran International 
Academy, which would expand its 
occupancy from 150 to 350 stu-
dents. 

The city’s Educational Con-
struction Fund — which uses 
money from developers to build 
public schools in new develop-
ments — hosted the meeting to get 
community input before it moves 
ahead with an environmental im-
pact study that will assess how 
the project will affect the neigh-
borhood. 

Residents demanded the city 
expand the study area from its 
current perimeter of just 400 
feet around the development to 
a half-mile, in order to better 
measure the changes the project 
would bring to a nabe where at least 
three high-rises are going up or 

newly-opened already. 
The city needs to approve re-

zoning the land for the developer to 
build higher and with more density 
than what is currently allowed, and 
some neighbors said the schools 
are merely a way to sneak the sky-
scrapers through, since Alloy will 
not build the educational facilities 
without the upzoning. 

“It’s nothing but a thinly veiled 
attempt to pierce the zoning enve-
lope,” said George Canvas, an area 
resident of 40 years. “It does so by 
using an existing public school — 
otherwise a Trojan Horse.” 

But the principal of Khalil Gi-
bran — which currently occupies 
a decrepit former Civil War in-
firmary — pled a much differ-
ent case. He told the room how 
his students don’t have an audi-
torium, a gymnasium, or proper 
electricity, that when anyone uses 
a copy machine an entire floor 
blacks out, and that the school 
can’t have microwaves because 

they will fry the system. 
And he said many of his stu-

dents come from the Middle East, 
where they did not have access to 
schools, and now have to learn in 
a crummy building. 

“Most of my kids come from 
Yemen, the last time they went to 
school was sixth grade because 
their school was blown up,” Win-
ston Hamann said. “I’m losing stu-
dents every single time I go to a 
high school fair because we don’t 
have a gym, or sports, because the 
building is so run down.” 

The president of social service 
agency the Arab American Sup-
port Center also spoke in favor of 
the project, echoing Hamann’s con-
cerns about the current crumbling 
building. 

Other locals said they under-
stood the need to upgrade Khalil 
Gibran, but that the city should 
fund fixing its schools, not rely on 
private developers’ money.

“Let’s not use the towers as an 

excuse to right the city’s wrong,” 
said Fort Greene resident Lucy Ko-
teen. “It’s disgusting the city can’t 
take care of its schools.” 

Alloy’s head honcho, an area 
resident of 18 years, said his com-
pany will continue to converse with 
community members throughout 
the re-zoning process, claiming 
his project will bring many ben-
efits to locals, including below-
market-rate housing, schools, and 
office space.    

“Unlike most developers, we 
only pursue projects that we think 
will have an enduring, positive im-
pact on their surrounding commu-
nities,” said Jared Della Valle. “Our 
goal here is no different, and to do 
that, we want to engage.”

Locals can submit comments 
to the Educational Construction 
Fund until July 10, after which a 
document with the study’s final 
scope will be released to anyone 
who requests a copy.

Residents: This isn’t a fair trade
New schools do not justify building Boerum Hill high-rises, locals argue

Boerum Hill residents argued that the school buildings in 
a mega-development proposed for the edge of their nabe 
are merely a way for builder Alloy Development to sneak 
two super-tall towers into the project. 
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This hometown boy did not get 
a warm welcome home. 

Dozens of New Yorkers just can’t 
stand the Sheepshead Bay–born-
and-bred Martin Shkreli — also 
known as “pharma bro” and “the 
most hated man in America” — 
who jacked up the prices of life-
saving drugs. 

Shkreli is back in his native 
Brooklyn for trial on fraud charges. 
The federal court case  kicked off 
last week, but lawyers and the judge 
had a hard time finding jurors who 
can keep an open mind about the 
alleged Ponzi-schemer, who fa-
mously smirked as he repeatedly 
took the Fifth when testifying be-
fore Congress about pharmaceuti-
cal price-gouging.

One potential juror who got the 

boot suggested he wanted to sock 
Shkreli in his  notoriously punch-
able face .

“I don’t really like this person. 
I can’t understand why someone 
would take a medication that peo-
ple need and jack up the price,” 
said the man in a shaky voice as 
he raised his fists as if ready for the 
ring. “I would just go over there — 
I’m sorry judge, is he just stupid or 
crazy? I can’t understand.” 

Shkreli — who declined to com-
ment on whether growing up in a 
once-quaint fishing village made 
him the man he is today — faces 
up to 20 years in prison for alleg-
edly running a multi-million-dollar 
Ponzi scheme while the head of his 
drug company Retrophin. 

The former hedge-fund manager 
has gained infamy for gouging the 
price of a drug for AIDS patients 

from $13.50 to $750 per pill over-
night in 2015,  trolling a journalist  
and the popular hip-hop group Wu 
Tang Clan on social media, and 
making plenty of other crude and 
callous  comments on a variety of 
media venues — none of which he’s 
on trial for now — though several 
would-be jurors couldn’t help but 
admit they just want to see Shkreli 
behind bars, no matter what. 

“In this particular case, the only 
thing I’d be impartial about is which 
prison he goes to,” said one man 
before walking out the door. 

Another potential juror said he 
couldn’t forgive the 34-year-old 
Shkreli for attacking members of 
the Staten Island–based Wu Tang 
Clan on Twitter, after he purchased 
the only copy of one of their ex-
clusive albums for $2 million and 
then  released it in celebration right 

Least-favorite son
Martin Shkreli back in Brooklyn for fraud trial 

after President Trump’s electoral-
college victory in November . 

“I can’t say if he’s, like, totally 
guilty — he’s probably guilty. In no 
way can I let him slide out of any-
thing. This is my attitude towards 
his whole demeanor, and he disre-
spected the Wu Tang Clan, so ...” the 
man said, before getting cut off by 
the judge and shown the door. 

Shkreli’s attorneys, federal pros-
ecutors, and the judge had ques-
tioned more than 300 jurors since 
June 26, with nearly all of them 
getting excused — many because 
they admitted feeling similarly to 
the potential juror who said, “Just 
looking at him kind of twists my 
stomach, to be honest.”

But all jurors had been seated 
by late afternoon on June 28, and 
opening arguments began shortly 
after that,  according to the New 
York Post . 

Judge Kiyo Matsumoto expects 
the trial to last about six weeks, but 
jurors are skeptical. 

“Looking at all of these law-
yers, I think it’s going to be more 
than a six-week trial,” one guy said 
before getting excused for being 
self-employed. 

Sheepshead Bay native 
Martin Shkreli — also known 
as “the most hated man 
in America” — is back in 
Brooklyn, on trial in federal 
court on charges of running 
a multi-million-dollar Ponzi 
scheme.
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On a roll
Defending champ Joey “Jaws” Chestnut took a victory 
lap after shoveling 72 dogs down his throat at the Na-
than’s Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest on July 4. Read 
more on page 11.
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At our union, the RWDSU, we are
seeing workers across the U.S.
demand the respect and fair

treatment all workers deserve. They are
doing it by choosing a union voice, and
they are doing it because now more than
ever, workers need a union in their corner
so they can build better lives for
themselves and their families.

In the South, where it is more difficult
to be a union activist than anywhere else in
the U.S., the RWDSU Mid-South Council
recently celebrated reaching the remarkable
milestone of 10,000 members, doubling
their size in five years. The Mid-South
Council just won union recognition and a
first contract for workers at four Piggly
Wiggly grocery stores in Alabama. And in
Georgia, the RWDSU Southeast Council is
celebrating a win for over 100 workers at a
Nestle Foods distribution center.

In New England, where the RWDSU
represents hundreds of workers at Coca-
Cola and Pepsi bottling plants, the union has
won strong new contracts. And at Guitar
Center stores in New York, Las Vegas,
Chicago and Boston, workers are about to
hold a ratification vote for their first union
contract, which the dedicated worker
activists there have for years fought for. 

No workplace is too big or too small for
union representation, and there are no
industries where workers can’t improve
their jobs by joining a union. The RWDSU
has welcomed workers at poultry plants
and retail stores. And, the RWDSU
represents workers in New York’s medical

marijuana industry, as well as adult toy
stores in New York City including Babeland,
and thanks to their win at the end of June,
Pleasure Chest.

The dedication of union workers to
winning a voice, the strong contracts they
are proving they can negotiate, and the
diverse field of industries represented
shows that workers can win, even at a time
when the playing field is stacked squarely
against them and bosses will do whatever
they can to keep unions out. 

Workers are proving that they don’t
have to settle for lack of respect at work,
and for an economy that sees workers
fighting for scraps while the rich just get
richer. Working people have had enough of
being told they should just be happy to
have a job, and that the wealth at the top
will somehow magically trickle down to
them if they just go along with low pay,
poor benefits, and bosses that won’t listen
to them or address their problems. They
are fighting back against anti-union
propaganda and intimidation. They are
fighting back against professional union-
busters who spread lies and
misinformation, and try to scare workers
away from changing their
jobs for the better.
Workers are joining
together and winning
together, and the
RWDSU stands with
all of them.

Our Perspective

Across the U.S., Workers are
Choosing a Union Voice
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource
Program is a 
caregiver support 
service at 
New York Memory 
Center. We’re here 
to help family 
members caring 
for a loved one 
with memory loss.

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

  WE OFFER:

This program is funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

Registration is required for all programs.

 – Caregiver Yoga at New York Memory Center

 – Memory Arts Café at Brooklyn Museum

 – Caregiver Tai Chi at New York Memory Center

 – Caregiver Yoga at New York Memory Center

Additional dates will be added for all programs,
including Caregiver Education and Nutrition.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This flower shop is push-
ing up daisies. 

The owners of a hybrid 
f lorist and bar in Ditmas 
Park quit the plant trade af-
ter city inspectors temporar-
ily closed the business due to 
health concerns over its odd 
marriage of foliage, food, and 
booze, forcing them to make 
a Sophie’s Choice to lose the 
stems in order to save the bar, 
said a rep.

“The whole situation has 
been a disturbing and emo-
tionally difficult one for the 
staff and patrons,” said the 
 Sycamore Bar and Flower 
Shop  rep, who did not pro-
vide a name and communi-
cated with this paper via e-
mail. “It is very unsettling 
without the flower shop, as 
we were all like family.”

But Sycamore’s owners 
remain very perplexed by a 
ruling that cited the business 
for storing food with flow-
ers in the bar’s kitchen — 
which the rep claimed does 
not exist.

“We have no food, and 
absolutely no kitchen or 
anything that resembles a 
kitchen,” the rep said.

The Department of Health 
slapped the bar and flower 

Nipped in the bud
Ditmas Park combination bar and fl orist 
forced to quit the plant business by city

beverages as well as edibles, 
she said, suggesting that stor-
ing blooms with booze might 
be what got Sycamore in trou-
ble.

The city’s definition of 
“kitchen,” meanwhile, could 
not be clarified.

It is also unclear exactly 
what danger flowers pose to 
either food or beer.

“Bugs tend to be on flow-
ers,” said spokeswoman 
Stephanie Buhle, without 
providing further clarifi-
cation.

The business also received 
a citation for its backyard out-
door bar, which contained a 
tap system and sink that were 
not permitted by the Depart-
ment of Buildings. The tap 
system has been removed, and 
a pop-up food court that re-
lied on the outdoor bar was 
discontinued.

The health department 
did not close the f lower 
shop, Buhle said, although 
the city recommended pur-
chasing two refrigerators for 
food and flowers.

But shuttering the florist 
seemed to do the trick, and the 
bar re-opened after a second 
inspection on June 28.

Sycamore’s owners are 
working with Councilman 
Mathieu Eugene (D–Dit-
mas Park) to find a solution 
that would allow the bar 
and flower shop to operate 
without violating the city’s 
health code, said the busi-
ness’s rep.

Stems Brooklyn, which ran 
the flower shop, is still tak-
ing orders, and plans to open 
a new location in Prospect 
Heights in August.

Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop, which for years sold 
booze and fresh buds to patrons including Juliana 
Houston, shuttered its florist arm last week after the 
city forced the business to temporarily close.
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shop at 1118 Courtelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and West-
minster roads with a tempo-
rary closure following a June 
26 inspection, due to condi-

tions that left food open to 
contamination by plants, said 
an agency spokeswoman.

The health department’s 
definition of “food” includes 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The nays still have it.
Crown Heights civic hon-

chos wasted no time unani-
mously voting down a city-
backed deal to convert the 
Bedford-Union Armory into 
luxury housing at a meeting of 
Community Board 9 on June 

27 after the board’s chairman 
told developer’s reps not to 
bother the panel with a pre-
sentation  the community had 
already slammed .

“It’s the exact same presen-
tation we saw in the past, so 
there is no need for everyone 
to see it all over again,” said 
Chairman Musa Moore.

A quick hit
Civic honchos waste no time 
voting against armory plan

The board’s decision 
concluded the first leg of 
the public review process 
for Mayor DeBlasio’s plan 
to give the historic military 
structure on Bedford Ave-
nue between President and 
Union streets to developer 
BFC Partners, which agreed 
to include below-market-rate 
housing and a non-for-profit 
recreation center in the proj-
ect in exchange.

But the proposal contin-
ues to draw criticism for its 
50 luxury condominiums 
also planned for the site, 
and because there are only 
18 units among a total 330 
that will be offered at rates 

within the means of the ar-
ea’s residents.

The review process now 
heads to the office of Borough 
President Adams —  who said 
in May that he would recom-
mend the city axe the deal  
— before it is handed off 
to the Department of City 
Planning.

The ultimate decision lies 
with City Council, which has 
authority over matters where 
public land is offered up to 
private developers, and the 
body can be expected to vote 
in line with Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Crown 
Heights),  who has vowed to 
oppose it .
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A bruiser stole a guy’s 
phone and beat him up after 
he didn’t give him a cigarette 
on Smith Street on July 1.

The victim told police he 
was sitting on the steps near 
Livingston Street at 2 am 
when the cretin approached 
him and asked for a smoke. 
The victim denied his request 
and the jerk left, according 
to a report. 

But the bully returned a 
short time later and punched 
the guy in the face several 
times — causing bleeding, 
swelling, and pain — and 
took his phone, cops said.

Shoe snatch
Some sneak lifted a wom-

an’s pricey new pair of shoes 
out of her shopping bag on a 
Clinton Hill-bound A train 
on June 2. 

The lady had slung the bag 
containing pair of Bally Tedor 
shoes on her shoulder while 
aboard the crowded train 
around 4:15 pm, she told po-
lice. Once she arrived at Jay–
Street MetroTech station, she 
discovered the kicks were no 
longer in her bag, according 
to a report. 

Coughing it up 
A pair of punks stole $1,477 

worth of allergy medicine 
from a Court Street drug-
store on June 26.

The jerks lifted 67 pack-
ets of the medicine from the 
shop near Atlantic Avenue at 
2 pm and left without paying, 
authorities said. 

Park picnic 
Police are searching for a 

thief who they say snatched 
a woman’s backpack off her 
bicycle as she was picnick-
ing with friends in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park near Fur-
man Street on June 28.

The victim was hanging 
out with her buddies by the 
Joralemon Street end of the 
park at 9 pm and left her bag 
on a basket attached to her 
ride, she told cops. But when 
she returned to retrieve it, she 
found that a filcher had taken 
it, along with her wallet and 
keys, police said.

Broken glasses
A crook stole Rayban sun-

glasses from a Fulton Street 

the woman’s bag with her 
keys, credit card, miscella-
neous food, and identifica-
tion cards inside, according 
to authorities. 

Free gift cards 
A jerk stole a kid’s gift 

cards as he was sitting on a 
swing in a Baltic Street park 
on June 28, police said. 

The 12-year-old victim 
told police he was sitting on 
the swing inside the park be-
tween Hoyt and Bond streets 
at about 5 pm when the crook 
swiped his gift cards worth 
$115, cops said. 

Clean crook
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say swiped a bunch of prod-
ucts from a store on Smith 
Street on July 1.

The 46-year-old suspect 
put toothpaste, deodorant, 
conditioner, shampoo, and 
other creams inside his jacket 
and pants pocket and walked 
out of the store between Presi-
dent and Union streets at about 
7:50 pm, police reported. 

Smashed  
Police arrested two sus-

pects who allegedly smashed 
a pre-teen’s phone on Lorraine 
Street on July 1. 

The 12-year-old kid was 
walking on Hamilton Ave-
nue when the teen duo came 
up to him, grabbed his Apple 
iPhone from him, and threw 
it on the ground, according 
to authorities.

— Julianne Cuba

Fiend beats man over cigarette

shades store on June 30.
The robber put seven pairs 

of the pricey glasses in his 
pocket and left the shop by 
Livingston Street at 7:05 pm, 
according to a report. 

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bad break
Some loser smacked a 

woman on Sixth Avenue as 
she tried to break up a fight 
on June 18.

The victim told police she 
was between Sterling and St. 
Johns places at 7:40 pm, when 
she attempted to break up a 
fight. But her good inten-
tions landed her a stray fist 
to the face.

Instead of helping the 
woman, her attacker fled 
the scene behind the wheel 
of a car, cops said.

The woman declined to 
press charges, and the case 
is closed, according to po-
lice.

Bike bandit
A thief made off with a 

man’s bicycle he locked up 
on 10th Street on June 18.

The victim told police he 
secured his bike to a pole be-
tween Seventh and Eighth av-
enues at 5 pm, and returned 
half-an-hour later to find his 
ride stolen.

Sore eyes
Cops are hunting the 

19-year-old man suspected 
of punching a man on Fifth 
Avenue on June 19.

The victim told police he 
was arguing with the sus-
pect between Ninth and 10th 
streets at 9:35 pm when the 
suspect socked him over the 
eye, before going on to bust 
up some of his property.

Wheeled away
A thief rode off with a 

woman’s bike she parked on 
Fourth Street on June 22.

The victim told police 
that she chained her bike to 
a pole near Sixth Avenue at 
9 pm, and returned the fol-
lowing morning to find she 

was short one cycle.
— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Subway scare
A cur threatened a guy with 

a gun and punched him in the 
face at the Carroll Street sub-
way station on July 3, police 
said.

The 61-year-old victim told 
police the lout followed him up 
the stairs in the station at about 
3 am and then grabbed him 
from behind and demanded 
he give him his bag. 

But the victim refused and 
the malefactor brandished his 
gun and then punched him in 
the face about three or four 
times, according to authori-
ties. The bully ran off with-
out any of the victim’s prop-
erty, officials said. 

In a split second
A baddie swiped a senior’s 

bag inside a Baltic Street store 
on July 2, police said.

The 71-year-old woman 
told police she put down her 
purse in the store near Bond 
Street at about 7 pm, got dis-
tracted, and when she went to 
pick it back up, it was gone. 

The punk ran off with 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The bizarre death of a 
convicted child-murderer’s 
brother just got even more 
mysterious.

The medical examiner can 
not figure out what killed Tzvi 
Aron,  who was found dead 
and bound with duct tape in 
the basement of his mother’s 
Kensington home  on June 
2, and ended its investiga-
tion with no definitive find-
ings, a spokeswoman said on 
June 27.

“The cause of death is un-
determined, and the manner 
of death is undetermined,” 
said Julie Bolcer. “An unde-
termined classification means 
that the medical examiner has 
concluded the investigation 
and can not rule with certainty 
after taking into account all 
the available information and 
test results.”

Bolcer called the examin-
er’s inconclusive findings “not 
highly uncommon,” and said 
it concluded other investiga-
tions with similar results as 
recently as this month.

But determining cause of 

death today is like falling off 
a log, according to a Brook-
lyn defense attorney who said 
it is unusual for the medical 
examiner to blow an inves-
tigation of a death — espe-
cially one with as much pub-
lic interest as that of Aron, 
the brother of Levi Aron, one 
of the borough’s most noto-
rious killers.

“They are so exact that 
they can determine when you 
died, how you died, where you 
died,” said Neil Ruskin, who 
has practiced law in New York 
state since 1972. “To hear that 
doesn’t make any sense.”

Ruskin — who is not af-
filiated with the situation 
— suggested a cover up is 
in the works, and said that 
the medical examiner’s of-
fice knows far more than it 
is letting on.

Another attorney, who 
represented Levi Aron after 
he pled guilty to  murdering 
8-year-old Leiby Kletzky , said 
that Tzvi Aron could have suf-
fered from mental illness like 
his brother or their sister, 
who suffered from schizo-
phrenia, and likely commit-

ted suicide.
“You have a history of very 

severe mental illness in the 
family, with Levi probably the 
sickest of all,” said Howard 
Greenberg, whose client ulti-
mately was deemed fit to stand 
trial and was sentenced to 40 
years in prison in 2012.

The lawyer went on to 
speculate that, if Tzvi Aron’s 
death was a suicide, the med-
ical examiner could be hold-
ing back information in order 
not to embarrass the Jewish 
community, which consid-
ers killing yourself a cul-
tural taboo.

Not everyone found fault 
with the medical examiner, 
however.

A Manhattan defense at-
torney also not connected to 
the situation said that, while 
he never has handled a case 
where the medical examiner 
could not determine a cause of 
death, it is not unheard of.

The lawyer pointed to the 
case of Otto Warmbier, the Uni-
versity of Virginia student who 
died last month after being re-
leased while in a coma follow-
ing 17 months of captivity in 

a North Korean prison. Doc-
tors said Warmbier had “ex-
tensive loss of brain tissue in 
all regions of his brain,” but 
could not determine the initial 
cause of his injury,  the New 
York Times reported .

The attorney said it is pos-
sible that Tzvi Aron was tor-
tured — potentially as punish-
ment for his brother’s crime 
— and said that a heart attack 
incidental to the abuse could 
be what actually killed him, 
complicating the medical ex-
aminer’s attempt to determine 
exactly what happened.

The medical examiner’s of-
fice maintained its findings 
and the process through which 
it arrived at them, Bolcer said, 
noting that its investigation 
into Tzvi Aron’s death did not 
differ from any other proce-
dure that concluded with sim-
ilar ambiguity.

“Even with the most ad-
vanced science and technol-
ogy available, the medical ex-
aminer reaches the conclusion 
of undetermined cause and 
manner of death in a small 
minority of investigations,” 
she said. 

MURDER MYSTERY
Med examiner can’t determine how killer’s brother died

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A leg that washed up on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side on July 1 is believed 
to belong to the headless, brutally dis-
membered woman whose torso surfaced 
in water near Red Hook last week, ac-
cording to reports.

A jogger found part of the limb — 
which had pink toenails and was not de-
composed — on a Manhattan riverbank, 
 the New York Daily News reported .

The torso of the woman who the leg 
is thought to belong to  was found near 
Pier 44 at the foot of Conover Street on 
June 27  by a local man and his wife, who 
first thought it was a prop as they passed 
it while walking their dog.

“I looked at it from a distance and 
thought ‘Hey, that’s a mannequin or 

Leg may be from Red Hook torso

a blow up doll,’ ” said the local, who 
asked not to be identified. “My wife 
said, ‘No, it looks like the shape of a 
woman — or what was a woman,’ so 

we moved closer and said, ‘Holy s--- 
that’s a woman.’ ”

The body was chopped at the knees 
and had no arms, with its intestines ooz-
ing out of the torso, according to the man, 
who said he thought the woman was likely 
the victim of a gruesome murder.

“Her guts were spilling out,” he said. 
“It was a hit, a calculated murder.”

Cops released an image of a tattoo writ-
ten in Sanskrit on the victim’s left thigh 
hoping it would help determine her iden-
tity, and later identified the remains as 
those of a missing New Jersey woman af-
ter her mother visited the 76th Precinct 
station house and said her daughter had 
the same tattoo, according to reports.

Police have yet to release the wom-
an’s name, and the investigation is on-
going, a spokesman said.

A headless woman washed up on 
the rocks of the Gowanus Bay on 
the morning of June 27.
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Ave., Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $20
VIP Tickets 

available
www.caribfoodfest.net

SPONSORS

www.caribfoodfest.com
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

HD

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They put it in park.
The Department of Parks 

and Recreation postponed a 
controversial plan to revamp 
a section of Fort Greene Park 
until September after locals 
and pols demanded the com-
munity board delay voting 
on the proposal until more 
people, particularly those in 

nearby public housing com-
plexes, can offer their sug-
gestions — a move that will 
hopefully result in a plan that 
works for everyone, said res-
idents who fought for more 
community engagement in 
the process.

“We hope to have an au-
thentic process where people, 
especially the public housing 
residents, have a real honest 

Postponed!
Ft. Greene Park makeover 
pushed back after concern

chance to talk about this 
plaza,” said Fort Greene res-
ident Sandy Reiburn. “I feel 
like this is an exception to the 
rule as far as the community 
having a real buy-in with the 
community board — it’s rare, 
but I’m grateful for it.”

The parks department pre-
sented a final makeover plan 
to Community Board 2’s Parks 
Committee on June 19, which 
included re-designing the cur-
rent entry at Myrtle Avenue and 
St. Edwards Street into a grand 
entrance with a water feature, 
cutting down some trees, re-
surfacing the basketball courts, 
fixing the sidewalks, and add-
ing more lighting.

But the agenda for the meet-
ing was released just four days 
prior, leaving many area res-
idents — such as those in the 
Walt Whitman Houses whose 
monthly Tenants Association 
meeting was on the same night 
— unable to adjust their sched-
ules to attend the vote.

The committee  approved 
the $10.5-million plan by a 
vote of 5–0 with one absten-
tion , despite demands from lo-
cals and Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo (D–Fort Greene) 
to postpone the decision un-
til more community members 
could  see the proposal and of-
fer their two cents .

And at a June 26 meeting, 

residents and pols showed up 
en masse with signs reading 
“Stop the vote” and called 
for the Executive Commit-
tee — which makes final 
decisions while the board is 
out for summer — to delay 
reaching its verdict.

“I respectfully request that 
we would like more time be-
fore your vote to have an op-
portunity to weigh in,” said 
state Sen. Velmanette Mont-
gomery (D–Fort Greene). “I 
would like you to be able to 
hear from the community 
what their concerns are.”

Parks Commissioner 
Marty Maher warned locals 
that the project’s price tag 
could go up due to inflation 
if it is pushed back any lon-
ger, but the pols told him they 
were convinced a few months 
would not result in skyrock-
eting costs.

The parks department will 
now conduct more outreach 
on the plan over the summer 
— although it did not spec-
ify where — and return to the 
community board in Septem-
ber for another vote, accord-
ing to a rep.

“We’ll continue engage-
ment this summer as we talk 
to our neighbors about the plan 
for Fort Greene Park,” said 
spokeswoman Maeri Fer-
guson.

This is what it could look like, if approved by Com-
munity Board 2 in September.
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twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Fireworks explode over Manhattan’s Empire State Building and other skyscrapers during Macy’s 41st 
annual Fourth of July show, which onlookers watched from N. 11th Street in Williamsburg.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
his show is trippy and strippy!

A series of surreal strip-tease acts will cel-
ebrate the eccentric Spanish painter Salvador 

Dali this weekend by bringing his bizarre artwork 
to burlesque life. “The Persistence of Nudity,” tak-
ing the Coney Island USA stage on July 8, is an 
ode to an artist whose over-the-top persona and 
paintings inspire performers decades after his 
death, said one of the show’s producers. 

“He created his own world. He lived his life 
exactly the way he wanted to. He never held back 
from his art, from his persona,” said Gemini Blitz, 
who will also bare it all on stage. “And I think 
as performers, having a figure like that to aspire 
to is important.” 

Saturday’s risque revue will be the third an-
nual show to pay homage to the surrealist painter 
and showman. Known for his highly symbolic 
paintings with motifs such as melting clocks, el-
ephants, and eggs, Dali was also famous for ex-
travagant stunts, such as the time he delivered a 
speech while wearing a deep-sea diving outfit — 
and almost suffocated in the process. 

Moments like that inspired the 10-lady lineup 
to embody the mustachioed master with outré 
acts, said Blitz.

“His imagery lends itself really well to bur-
lesque because he was such an extravagant, ex-
pressive figure,” said the Bushwick burlesquer 
and art history fan. “People get really, really cre-
ative with incorporating aspects of his paintings 
into their acts.”

Previous incarnations of the decadent Dali trib-
ute have featured dancer Corvette Le Face perform-
ing to the sound of a ticking clock, and appearing 
shrouded in a black cloak, only to rip it open to 
reveal melting clock pasties and a g-string. Minx 
Arcana created a giant telephone costume with a 
lobster as a headpiece, and Bambi the Mermaid 
dressed as a lobster, and poured a bowl of yellow 
glitter over her head like drawn butter. 

This year, the bizarre and bawdy show will fea-
ture a grab bag of all-new acts, with performers 
drawing from an array of the artist’s work. Co-
producer Clara Coquette will embody the paint-
er’s obsession with bread by featuring a 12-foot 
baguette prop, and she will strip down from Dali’s 
signature three-piece suit. The routine is based 
off a particular Dali stunt, she said.

“In one of his random lectures he had some-
one bake him a 12-foot baguette and his two as-
sistants strapped the bread under his arms, and 
he just continued without ever acknowledging the 
bread,” said Park Sloper Coquette, who counts 
Dali as her favorite artist. “So I feel the more I re-
search and learn about him, the more weird stuff 
in burlesque you can do with it.”

Blitz and Coquette plan to keep the art histo-
ry-inspired, nearly-nude night of entertainment 
going for years to come — although future shows 
may include other surreal artists, or focus on the 
prolific Mexican painter Frida Kahlo.

“The Persistence of Nudity: A Burlesque Trib-
ute to Salvador Dali” at Coney Island USA [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159, www.coneyisland.com]. July 8 at 10 
pm. $15.

Bard in bars

All the bar’s a stage!
A boozy theater series is bringing the Bard into 

the bar. The Seven Stages Shakespeare Company 
has launched a monthly series of staged Shake-
speare readings at the Way Station bar in Prospect 
Heights, with the next “Shakes-beer-ience” of the 
comedy “Twelfth Night” coming on July 10. Per-
forming inside a saloon gives the show a life and 
energy that cannot be replicated in more sober en-
vironments, said the theater’s co-founder.

“There’s an element of improv and it’s based 
on who is in the room and what is happening, and 
it leans heavily into the vernacular of the bar in 
terms of storytelling,” said Dan Beaulieu, who 
lives in Prospect Heights. “It’s really fun and 
people have a blast with these because there’s a 
certain level of chaos we really like.”

The audience inside the bar is often raucous 
— just like it was in Shakespeare’s day, said 
Beaulieu, and performing against a back-drop 
of drinkers challenges the actors to compete for 
attention and really command the crowd.

“It’s awesome because as performers, actors, 
and artists, we’ve been sort of spoiled with au-
diences in recent history,” he said. “This keeps 
the actors on their toes and heightens the stakes 
for making big bold choices. This is everything 
you talk about in acting school — you’ve got 
to bring your A-game because it’s Shakespeare 
and his audience was a ruckus.”

The 15 to 20 actors in each show perform with 
a script in one hand — and often a beer in the 
other. Each show only gets one read-through re-
hearsal, so each performance is a test of the ac-
tors’ ability to improvise and work together.

“It’s all improv and exploring together, and 
the audience will be seeing it for the first 
time,” said Beaulieu. “We rely on the actors 
to do their homework and know their part 
and figure out how to do it together.” 

That audience can simply sit back with the 
bar’s Monday Night $4 draft special, but will-
ing members may find a script pressed into their 
hands as they are recruited to complete a few lines 

for minor characters, according to Beaulieu.
“Twelfth Night” at the Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks Ave-
nue and Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 627–4949, www.thewaystationbk.com]. 

July 10 at 8 pm. Free. — Alexandra Simon

N I G H T L I F E

Word’s pick: “Hunger” by Roxane Gay
In Roxane Gay’s new book “Hunger: A Mem-

oir of (My) Body,” the author explores and ad-
dresses the disparity between desire for con-
trol over one’s own body 
and the catastrophic events 
that prove such influence 
is tenuous at best. Gay’s 
honesty and wit have made 
her essays the most share-
able, her tweets the envy of 
the verbose, and her speak-
ing engagements sold out. 
But too often people miss 
the mastery of story and 
struggle that sets her writ-
ing apart. The narrative of 
her body in “Hunger” is the narrative of the col-
lective struggle to domineer for survival, when 
much could be learned from vulnerability. It is 
a narrative that engages sexuality, family his-
tory, rape, public image, and communal spaces, 
and it is an absolute treasure to read.

— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Letters 
on Cezanne” by Rainer Maria Rilke

Fall, 1907, Paris: The poet Rainer Maria Rilke 
walks every day to a gallery off the Champs-

Élysées to visit paintings 
by Cézanne. This is a good 
way to engage with art. An-
other is to read this collec-
tion of Rilke’s letters to his 
love, Clara, about an ex-
perience of seeing so ten-
der that it borders on be-
ing fearful.

— Stephanie Barto-
lome, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 

and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Green Child” by Herbert Read

The only novel by the English poet and anarchist 
Herbert Read, first published in 1935, recounts 
a fantastical encounter be-
tween an elderly English-
man who goes by Olivero 
(an assumed name that is 
all that remains of his im-
probable early career as 
a South American dicta-
tor), and Siloen, a young 
girl with green skin who ap-
pears one day, abandoned, 
near his country home. In-
trigued by her strange ap-
pearance and seemingly superhuman abilities, and 
touched by her vulnerability, Olivero takes in the 
child and together they embark on a bizarre jour-
ney into a strange dream-like world. A surreal 
fable that draws equally from medieval folklore 
and symbolist poetry, Read’s novel is a beauti-
fully rendered and wholly unique work.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

P
aint the town Red!

Our next jaunt on the New 
York City Ferry brings us to Red 

Hook — a neighborhood 
of warehouses and gray 
concrete, and of trendy 
cafés and bright street 
art. With its raw indus-
trial-funky atmosphere, 
Red Hook is unpreten-
tious and exciting.

Come out of the ferry 
station at the Atlan-
tic Basin, and you will 
find yourself on a bare-
looking shipping yard. Take a glance 
at your right and wave at the Statue 
of Liberty. Alas, you can’t get any 
closer to the waterfront from here — 
it’s private property.

But your first port of call is just a 
few few steps away — the 79-year-
old oil tanker Mary A. Whalen (on 
Pier 11, Atlantic Basin). On weekdays 
until 5 pm, you can step aboard the 
boat’s open deck to sway in a ham-

mock or hold a picnic 
at one its open tables. 
And this Sunday, July 
9 — and on the second 
Sunday of each month 
— she perks up at sun-
set with live music. The 
monthly “ WaterStories 
of the Wine Dark Sea ” 
brings Mediterranean-in-
spired bands aboard and 
invites them to jam from 

9 pm to midnight. 
Step through the shipyard’s exit 

and you will emerge on Pioneer 
Street, where you will discover Pio-
neer Works (159 Pioneer St. between 

Conover and Van Brunt streets), a ha-
ven of arts and education. Outside, the 
center has a cool communal garden 
you can wander through, and inside 
you can check out the huge, bizarre 
trailer park-esque exhibit “ Grand Ole 
Opera ,” which has an accompanying 
series of doom-metal bands — includ-
ing a free concert from Brooklyn’s fa-
vorite teenage metal band  Unlocking 
the Truth this Sunday at 8 pm .

Another block down Pioneer Street 
will bring you to Van Brunt Street, 
which is lined with bars and restau-
rants, each of them oozing personal-
ity. The Brooklyn Ice House (318 Van 
Brunt St. between Pioneer and Verona 
streets) has friendly pub feel, dive-bar 
prices with an infamous happy hour, 
and a spacious back yard for summer 
swigging. On the opposite side of the 
street, Kevin’s Restaurant (277 Van 
Brunt St. between Pioneer Street and 
Visitation Place) offers a great fish-
based menu in a family-style setting. 
If you want to wind up your visit with 
a sweet treat, step down the block 
to the aptly named Dolce Brooklyn 
(305 Van Brunt St. between Pioneer 
and King streets), which serves amaz-
ing homemade gelato — the Bourbon 
Chocolate and the Olive Oil flavors 
are not to be missed.

Stripping clocks
Burlesque show celebrates the surreal Salvador Dali

Gals and Dali: Burlesque dancer Clara Coquette, right, will bust out her Salvador Dali-inspired moves for a 
scantily clad tribute to the extravagant Spanish painter at Coney Island USA on July 8.
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Off the Hook!
Ferry tale of Red Hook

How sweet it is: Stop by Red Hook’s new gelato spot Dolce Brook-
lyn. “Dolce” is Italian for “sweet.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 7

Afrobeatic 
for the 
People
Boogie down in Pros-
pect Park with the 
Brooklyn 10-piece 
band People’s 
Champs, which 
blends Afrobeat, 
indie rock, and hip-
hop to make its 
dance-party jams. 
The band opens for 
funky soul singer 
Musiq Soulchild at 
tonight’s Bric Cele-
brate Brooklyn! Festi-
val show. 

7 pm at Prospect Park 
Bandshell [enter at Ninth 
Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org/cb]. Free.

SATURDAY
July 8

Zine scene
Pick up some of 
Brooklyn’s best mini 
magazines at Pete’s 
Mini Zine Fest! At this 
low-key festival at 
Pete’s Candy Store 
you can pick up the 
queer series “Homos 
in Herstory,” the 
comic “Stranger Than 
Bushwick,” and car-
toon guides to Brook-
lyn drinking spots (pic-
tured), among others.

2–7 pm at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Richardson and 
Frost streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 9

Sticking 
with it
It is Stickball Day at 
MCU Park! See a 
documentary and a 
demonstration of the 
old-timey street 
game as the Brooklyn 
team, led by Jay 
Cusato (pictured), 
take on the Staten 
Island stickball club 
— followed by the 
Brooklyn Cyclones 
facing the hated 
Staten Island Yankees 
at 4 pm. 

2:30 pm at MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(917) 572–2727, www.
groupmatics.events/
event/Stickballhall6]. $15.

TUESDAY
July 11

Baby got 
back
It’s an ode to the tramp 
stamp! Local literary 
song group Bushwick 
Book Club presents a 
collection of new tunes 
inspired by comedian 
Amy Schumer’s mem-
oir “The Girl with the 
Lower Back Tattoo.” 
Expect a lot of drinking 
songs.

7:30 pm Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (347) 422–0248, 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com]. 
$10 suggested donation.

THURSDAY
July 13

Home Brew 
opera
Grab a beer and set-
tle in for “High Notes 
and Low Morals” — 
an evening of arias 
from Opera on Tap, 
focusing on the char-
acters you love to 
hate — over-the-top 
operatic villains! 
Horned helmets are 
not required, but 
they are encouraged.

9 pm at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JULY 7
ART, THE CONNECTIVE PROJECT: 

An art installation of thousands of 
pinwheels in Prospect Park’s Rose 
Garden. Free. 10 am–7 pm. Rose 
Garden in Prospect Park (enter at 
Flatbush Avenue and Empire Bou-
levard in Prospect Lefferts Garden), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

GIGLIO FESTIVAL: Celebrate the Feast 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel with 
an outdoor party, with food, rides, 
artwork and activities. 6–11 pm. Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel [275 North 
8th Street at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–0223].] 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTIVAL 2017: 
A weekly jazz tribute to the music 
of Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–10pm. 
Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave. at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

FILM, “VIREO” MADE-FOR-TV 
OPERA: An exclusive screening of 
all 12 episodes of the episodic opera 
“Vireo: The Spiritual Biography of 
a Witch’s Accuser,” with an appear-
ance from the director and com-
poser. $15. 7 pm. National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA QUEEN OF 
THE DESERT”: Piper Theatre 
Company presents a fabulous, 
gender-bending musical based on 
the hit movie, featuring dance fl oor 
favorites. Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, ENCHANTMENT UNDER 
THE SEA DANCE: A recreation 
of the beloved dance from “Back 
to the Future!” 1950’s prom attire 
requested. $25. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, KEVIN MCDONALD’S 
“KEVIN MCDONALD SHOW”: For-
mer Kid In The Hall Kevin McDonald 
hosts a live, old-school variety show 
complete with famous friends, mu-
sical acts, original sketches, and 
general tomfoolery. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STABAT MATER: 

A staged performance of Pergolesi’s 
sacred composition, along with arias 
and chamber works by Vivaldi. $30. 
8:30 pm. The Muse [350 Moffat St. 
between Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (929) 400–
1678], www.themusebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, PAPERWHITE: With Janelle 
Kroll. $12 ($10 in advance). 9 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

CONEY ISLAND FIREWORKS: Watch 
the fi reworks illuminate the sky at 
Coney Island Beach and Boardwalk. 
Free. 9:30 pm. Coney Island Board-
walk between W. 10th Street and W. 
15th Street in Coney Island], www.
nycgovparks.org. 

SAT, JULY 8
MUSIC, CHRONIXX, CHOP & 

QUENCH, LAOLU NYC: Part of the 
annual outdoor Celebrate Brooklyn! 
festival. Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, WYCLIFFE GORDON: The 
trombonist and his band pay trib-
ute to jazz great Louis Armstrong 
as part of Kingsborough Commu-
nity College’s Hot Summer Nights 
series. Free. 8 pm. Kingsborough 
Lighthouse Bandshell (2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Decatur Avenue in Manhat-
tan Beach), www.onstageatkings-
borough.org. 

MUSIC, “ROLE/PLAY”: A semi-im-
provised chamber music concert in 
where composers join the perform-
ers. Free. 8 pm. Scholes Street Stu-
dio (375 Lorimer St. at Scholes Street 
in Williamsburg). 

MUSIC, WESTERN CENTURIES: With 
Twisted Pine. $15 ($12 in advance). 9 

See 9 DAYS on page 10
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Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 4 pm and 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — 

OVO: $25–$170. 1:30 pm and 
5 pm.

THU, JULY 20

MUSIC, KENDRICK LAMAR: $103–

$652. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 21

MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22

MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Is this guy lady-bugging you?: The insect cast of Cirque du 
Soleil’s show “Ovo” will creep into Barclays Center for perfor-
mances through July 9.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 
which provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and 
mobile check deposit.

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over 
$100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more 
details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Learn Guitar
Before Summer’s End

Beginner Guitar Lessons for
Kids Teens  Adults

Johnny Phillips  347-517-1399

http://www.burlaptocashmere.com

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

H
e draws bridges. 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant artist will 
discuss his Trump-inspired exhibition 

“Bridges” at a Fort Greene arts space on 
July 12. The show, on display at Bric Arts 
Media through Aug. 6, features paintings of 
almost every bridge in the five boroughs, and 
is meant to help people talk about bridging 
their political differences. The idea struck 
the painter while he attended New York 
City’s Women’s March in January. 

“I took part in the women’s march and I 
made a sign that said, ‘Bridges not walls’ 
and I thought, ‘Actually, I’m just going to 
paint bridges,’ ” said Sam Messer. “It’s as 
simple as that.” 

Messer’s original plan for his exhibit was 
to feature portraits of Brooklyn residents, 
but Trump’s unexpected win made him 
change course. He painted bridges across 
the city, including the Whitestone, Hell-
gate, 59th Street, Williamsburg, Manhat-
tan, and Brooklyn bridges. 

His painting of the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge is the largest in the show, measur-
ing 16 feet across. Messer chose to empha-
size that span because it brings together 
conservative and liberal boroughs, and he 
hopes it will help create conversation be-

tween those with differing ideas. 
“I realized that Staten Island is the one 

borough who actually voted for Trump, and 
I think a lot of the issues we have are peo-
ple don’t talk to each other,” he said. “So I 
really thought it was important to have that 
bridge between Staten Island and Brook-
lyn — it’s a very simple way of looking at 
bridging those two communities.”

The exhibition also screens a series of 
crudely animated cartoons that Messer made 
for each of the first 100 days of Trump’s 
presidency. Titled “Years of the Cock,” the 
videos portray Trump as half-human, half-
rooster, and they detail whatever scandal 
emerged on that day. 

Messer realizes that his animations might 
offend some people, but hopes their place-
ment next to the bridge paintings will make 
critics open to discussing their feelings. 

“The animations can be cathartic for some 
people, and it will make other people rather 
mad because they may not agree,” he said. 
“I hope the bridges next to them will make 
them have bigger conversations, or be open 
to conversations.”

Sam Messer talks about “Bridges” at 
Bric House (647 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, www.bricartsmedia.org). 
July 12 at 8 pm. Free. Exhibit on display 
Tue–Sat, 10 am–6 pm; Sun, noon–6 pm; 
through Aug. 6.

Creating connections
Trump inspires paintings of Brooklyn’s bridges

Opening night: Artist Sam Messer painted the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge and the Brooklyn Bridge, below, for his new show at Bric.
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TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

KAYAKING: Paddle in the East 
River. Children under 18 
must be accompanied by 

an adult guardian. Free. 10 
am–3 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Boathouse (End of 
Pineapple St. and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.bbpboathouse.org. 

ART, BRING YOUR OWN 
PHOTO SHOW: Bring your 
best shot to hang on the 
wall (framed, ideally), then 
stick to party with fellow 
photographers. Free. 7 
pm. Bushwick Community 
Darkroom (110 Troutman 

St. between Evergreen and 
Central avenues in Bush-
wick), www.bushwickcom-
munitydarkroom.com. 

SUN, JULY 9
FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 

PARK: A free class for stu-
dents of all skill levels, fol-
lowed by a picnic. Bring a 
mat. Free. 10 am. Prospect 
Park main loop [Enter at 
Prospect Park West and 

15th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 541–1382], www.yoga-
sole.com. 

THEATER, “THE BRONTËS”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a new musical 
about the lives behind the 
characters of the enduring 
classics “Jane Eyre” and 
“Wuthering Heights.”” 
Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 

768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

TALK, BICYCLE MAINTE-
NANCE 101: This class will 
give you the basic tools 
(literally — everyone gets a 
repair kit) to fi x fl ats, adjust 
brakes, clean and lube a 
chain, and perform minor 
adjustments on your bike. 
$65. 9 am. Recycle A Bicycle 
(35 Pearl St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo). 

GIGLIO: Noon–11 pm. See Fri-
day, July 7. 

TALK, THE HISTORY OF 
BURLESQUE: An evening 
of bawdy discovery as Dr. 
Lucky discusses the his-
tory of burlesque, with live 
demonstrations of histori-
cal styles. $20–$35. 7pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

DREAMCYCLE: Cirque Us! 
presents a new, modern 
circus show. $15. 7 pm. 
The Muse [350 Moffat St. 
between Irving and Knick-
erbocker avenues in Bush-
wick, (929) 400–1678], www.
themusebrooklyn.com. 

MON, JULY 10
FILM, “BEAUTY AND THE 

BEAST”: A screening of 
the fi lm as part of “Coney 
Island Flicks on the Beach.” 
Come enjoy fl icks with sand 
between your toes! Free. 7 
pm. (W. 12th Street at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island), 
coneyislandfunguide.com. 

DANCE, SUMMER SHAKE-
UP: An evening of differ-
ent dance companies with 
wildly different styles. $20 
($16 in advance). 8 pm. 
Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

FILM, MONDAY NIGHT 
MOVIE: Catch as series of 
Atomic Shorts on the big 

screen. Free. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Community Darkroom 
[110 Troutman St. between 
Evergreen and Central 
avenues in Bushwick, (718) 
218–4023], www.bushwick-
communitydarkroom.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES:: The 
monthly reading series wel-
comes writers and poets 
Jami Attenberg, Nicole 
Dennis-Benn, Courtney 
Maum, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon 
and Franklin avenues. in 
Crown Heights), franklin-
parkbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JULY 11
TALK, TURNING THE 

BRONTËS INTO A MUSI-
CAL: The composer and 

lyricist of “The Brontes: A 
Musical” discuss how they 
adapted the lives of the 
19th century writers into a 
stage musical. Free. 7:30 
pm. Books Are Magic (225 
Smith St. at Butler Street 
in Carroll Gardens), www.
booksaremagic.net. 

WED, JULY 12
FAMILY, ASTROGRASS: The 

kids’ music band performs 
as part of the Music in the 
Grove series. Free. 10 am. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

COMEDY, #ISTANDUPFOR 
SHOWCASE: Bustle’s Com-
edy In Real Life showcases 
female voices in comedy. 
With Lane Moore, Emma 
Willmann, Blair Socci, and 
more, with all proceeds 
benefi ting Girls Write Now. 
$15. 7 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, BUTTHOLE UNI-
VERSITY: The charmingly 
named rock band plays with 
Gun, Paintings, and You F---
--- Die. $8. 8 pm. Sunnyvale 
[1031 Grand St. between 
Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 987–3971], sunny-
valebk.com. 

THURS, JULY 13
MUSIC, TANK AND THE BAN-

GAS: Part of the 2017 BAM 
R&B Festival at MetroTech, 
a free, outdoor concert 
series featuring jazz, soul, 
and R&B legends alongside 
groundbreaking emerging 
artists. Free. Noon. Metro-
Tech Commons [Flatbush 
Ave and Myrtle Ave in 
Downtown, (718) 636–
4100], www.BAM.org. 

MUSIC, BROWN RICE FAM-
ILY: The world music group 
plays the weekly Live at the 
Archway series. With a pop-
up art gallery of portraits 
by Jaimie Walker. Free. 6 
– 9pm. The Archway Under 
the Manhattan Bridge 
[Water St between Adams 
St and Anchorage Place 
in DUMBO, 7182378700], 
www.dumbo.is. 

FILM, “FOREIGN MINDS 
THINK ALIKE”: A free 
screening of the Brooklyn-
set Caribbean American 
comedy “Foreign Minds 
Think Alike” followed by 
a reception with director 
Majah Hype. Free with $16 
suggested admission. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, ROBERT RANDOLPH 
& THE FAMILY BAND, 
ERIC KRASNO: Part of the 
annual outdoor Celebrate 
Brooklyn! festival. Free. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAESAR”: 
The Gallery Players presents 
Shakespeare’s timeless 
drama, which has taken on 
new life in today’s political 
and social climate. $25, $20 
for children and seniors. 
7:30 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA 
QUEEN OF THE DESERT”: 
8 pm. See Friday, July 7. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST 
— WHITNEY HOUSTON: 
Take a chance on an eve-
ning of short puppet per-
formances inspired by the 
music of Whitney Houston. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Triskelion Arts 
[106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

COMEDY, UP ’N’ COMING: 
Country comedy duo Re-
formed Whores host a spe-
cial Edinburgh Fringe Fes-
tival edition of the monthly 
comedy showcase. With 
Jena Freidman, Mindy Raf, 
and David Carl. Free. 8:30 
pm. Cobra Club (6 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bush-
wick), cobraclubbk.com. 

MUSIC, THE DESLONDES: 
$15. 9 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

FRI, JULY 14
TALK, “TAKING CARE OF 

HER WORK”: Lauren 
Bradley traces the lifelong 
friendship between Geor-
gia O’Keeffe and Caroline 
Keck, her personal conser-
vator. $25. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST 
— WHITNEY HOUSTON: 7 
pm and 9:30 pm. See Thurs-
day, July 13. 

MUSIC, FOLK AND KIN: The 
art group Dead Gowns 
presents an evening of 
music and poetry, featuring 
the bands Strange Loops 
and Hayride Casualties. $10. 
7 pm. Local 61 (61 Bergen 
St. between Smith and 
Court streets in Boerum 
Hill), www.deadgowns.com. 

ART, BASTILLE DAY PHO-
TOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
AND COOKIE FUN: French 
photographer Stéphanie 
Pfeiffer displays her por-
traits and serves Parisians 
cookies. Free. 7 pm. Michel 
and Augustin’s Banana 
Farm (98 Fourth St. at Bond 
Street in Gowanus). 

FILM, “THE STRANGE 
ONES”: Rooftop fi lms 
screens a fi lm about two 
brothers traveling across a 
mysterious landscape. Fol-
lowed by a discussion with 
the fi lmmakers. $15. 8 pm. 
The Old American Can Fac-
tory [232 Third St. at Sackett 
Street in Gowanus, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

MUSIC, HONEYSUCKLE, 
WESTERN DEN: $10. 8:30 
pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE 
COMEDY SHOW: A night 
of comedy, plus free pizza 
and free cupcakes — it’s 
host Lucas Connolly’s 
birthday! With Liza Treyger, 
Langston Kerman, Rob 
Cantrell, and more. $5–$10. 
9 pm. Big Irv’s (381 Hooper 
St. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg). 

MUSIC, SEA KELP: The Brook-
lyn rock band plays with 
funk bassist Fred Thomas. 
Free. 10:30 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

SAT, JULY 15
DIM SUMMER GARDEN 

PARTY: Join Sycamore and 
dim sum favorite Nom Wah 
for a a tasty garden party. 
Includes plate full of food, a 
drink, and raffl e tickets! $30 
($25 in advance). Noon, 2 
pm, 4 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN HIP HOP 
FESTIVAL: Bad boy rapper 
DMX headlines this year’s 
Brooklyn Hip Hop Festival, 
alongside fellow ’90s phe-
nomenons The Lox. $65. 1 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Pier One (Old Fulton Street 
at Furman Street in Dumbo), 
www.bkhiphopfestival.com). 

MUSIC, BEN L’ONCLE SOUL, 
SWEET CRUDE: Part of the 
annual outdoor Celebrate 
Brooklyn! festival. Free. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE MISTER 
“TWIN PEAKS” PAG-
EANT: Join die-hard David 
Lynch fans for a night of 
boy-lesque inspired by the 
surreal serial drama. $15. 10 
pm. Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com. 

EVENT, FREDDY’S BAR DOG 
FASHION SHOW: Dress up 
your doggie and set them 
loose on the runway for the 
annual Dog Fashion Show. 
With food, drinks and live 
music. Free. 5 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: Starting 
at $12. 6 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

Gordon, blow your horn: Trombonist Wycliffe Gordon and His All Stars will play 
a Hot Summer Nights show at Kingsborough on July 8.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

ORGANIC
Yellow Bananas

lb.lb.6969¢¢

7/5 7AM - 7/10 7PM
5 6 7 8 9 10SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

Seedless
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

SPECIAL!

gal.gal.9999¢¢
Water

Black Bing 
Cherries

$$199199
lb.lb.

FRESH!

Romaine Lettuce

5959¢¢
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.7979¢¢
Tomatoes 
on the Vine

lb.lb.8989¢¢

Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.7979¢¢ $$399399
lb.lb.

Health Mix

K

$$299299
Orange Juice

K

$$499499
Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil

8989¢¢
Extra Large Eggs Full Line

$$44forfor44
K

Whipped Butter

$$199199
D

Tostitos and Salsa

$$22forfor55
D

T
he days of summer 
stretch out long. 

The sun is up till late, 
and then rises again early. 
There seems to be plenty of 
time. But for what? 

I remember when I was in 
my early teens, I would sit in 
my backyard rubbing baby oil 
on my pale legs, hoping the 
blazing Arizona sun would 
bake me into a dark, deli-
cious brown. 

I’d bring my family’s small 
Sony television with me, and 
plug it into an outside outlet. 
The screen was hard to see 
with all the sunlight shining 
on it, but it didn’t matter — the 
dramatic storylines of the soap 
operas I watched were just as 
easily understood through bad 
dialogue alone.  

I’d call my best friend and 
see what she was doing, hop-
ing maybe she’d invite me over 
to swim in her pool and talk 
about boys. 

But mostly, I did not have 
too much to do. 

I did not like sleep-away 
camp very much. Archery 
hurt my fingers, tennis was 
fine when I played against a 
wall in the cool shade of my 
garage at home, but horrible 
in the hot sun playing official 
“games,” and I was really bad 
at arts and crafts — my mis-
shapen clay bowls were always 
embarrassing, my string cre-
ations a sad approximation of 
the counselors’. Really, all I 
wanted to do was to sit and 
play Chinese jacks on my bunk 
whenever I felt like it.

It’s funny to think how, 
even though I often was bored 
out of my mind in the back-
yard, I always said “no” when 
my mother suggested activi-
ties, refusing to partake unless 
they were absolutely in line 
with my state of mind. 

Maybe I was scared, or felt 
like I just didn’t fit in. I can’t 
really say. I ripped most pages 
from my diary after I wrote in 
it, so there is no record.

All I have now are sad at-
tempts at putting two and 
two together based on my 
actions to try and uncover 
the strange workings of my 
teenage self.  

I am trying hard as a par-
ent to re-collect my feelings 
and the reasons why I wanted 

to do everything possible on 
my own, even if my indepen-
dence took me no further than 
my own backyard watching 
bad soap operas. (I call them 
bad now, but was obsessed 
with the shows back then — 
go figure.)  

I can be a harsh critic of 
the actions, and inactions, of 
my children, only to have a 
memory of my younger self 
creep in and put their behav-
ior in perspective.

There was the time when 
I once waited all morning 
for my mom to drive me to a 
friend’s house, begging and 
pleading and annoying her as 
she completed her many tasks 
before we could leave. When 
finally she agreed to take me, 
I pointed out that my friend’s 
place was just five houses 
from ours, and she was out-
raged. Looking back, I can 
only imagine.  

What was I thinking? How 
can a young, able-bodied per-
son be so incredibly lazy as to 
not walk to a destination a mere 
five houses away? How could 
I have been so upset with my 
mother for not driving me when 
it would have taken at most five 
minutes to get to my friend’s 
house by myself?

I do not pretend to have any 
idea of what courses through 
my kids’ brains any more 
than I could tell you, or my-
self, what went through mine 
when I was a teen.

I recently dragged my 
younger son along to a friend’s 
house, where he knew no 
one. He was uncomfortable 
and wanted to go home. I al-
most took him, but my hus-
band suggested that he stay 
a while and deal. Which was 
true — it was not the worst 
thing in the world. When I fi-
nally drove him back, I told 
him that I spent a lot of time 
at my parents’ friends’ houses 
as a kid, being bored. 

“Then why do you make 

Learn to go with the fl ow

me do it?” he asked.
Back then, in my backyard, 

I could not have seen the ben-
efit of being dragged along to 
places I did not want to go, 
but now…

“Well,” I said, gripping the 
wheel harder as I tried hard to 

find an answer. “There are a 
lot of times in life when you 
are somewhere that you don’t 
want to be. Sometimes you just 
have to go along, be friendly, 
make it work.”

As I spoke the answer, it 
made me sad. I suppose, ide-
ally, all of our workdays and 
social events would make us 
truly happy. 

But the reality is that learn-
ing to go with the flow even 
when you don’t really want 
to can be an asset. At least I 
hear it can be an asset.

Oops. I guess it’s a lesson 
I’m still learning.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

He’s the top dog! 
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 

scarfed down a record-break-
ing 72 franks in 10 minutes to 
earn his 10th win at Nathan’s 
Famous Hot Dog Eating Con-
test on July 4. The defending 
champ kept his closest com-
petitor Carmen Cincotti at 
bay by 10 dogs, but the pro-
lific hot dog muncher insists 
the performance was not even 
his best. 

“I slowed down quite a bit. I 

was sweating like a mad dog,” 
 Chestnut told ESPN .  “It was a 
great performance but I know 
I can do better. Next year, if 
I come back, you can bet I’ll 
be pushing harder.” 

Chestnut crammed two 
extra dogs down his gullet 
to squeak past his 70-dog re-
cord last year and left his ri-
val Matt “Megatoad” Stonie 
in the dust. 

The pair have feuded since 
 Stonie broke Chestnut’s win-
ning streak in 2015  and left 
him hungry for revenge. 

But Stonie lost the cov-
eted Mustard Yellow Inter-
national Belt back to Chestnut 
last year and this time around 
only managed to place third 
with a mere 48 wieners. 

Relative newcomer Car-
men Cincotti was hot on 
Chestnut’s tail with 62 dogs 
and vowed to beat the champ 
of the chomp next year as he 
exited the stage. 

In the ladies event, Miki 
Sudo won her fourth-straight 
title, putting away 41 franks, 
breaking her record of 38.5. 

Chestnut breaks record with 72 dogs

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
broke his own record.
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LOSE 20–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Change Your Life!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

53 lbs gone!

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
myfatlossexpert.com

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By Matt John
for Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer have not started a sea-
son this poorly in more than 
a decade.

The Cyclones did not give 
fans a whole lot to cheer about 
in their early games, racking 
up a seven-game losing streak 
— just two games short of the 
team’s record of nine consec-
utive losses set in 2002 — 
that finally ended when the 
boys defeated the Connecti-
cut Tigers on July 2.

But three more losses fol-
lowed, putting the Clones at 
3–11 for the season as of July 
4, in dead last place in their 
McNamara Division, a posi-
tion some fans said was the 
fault of newly installed man-
ager Edgardo “Fonzie” Al-
fonzo.

“Alfonzo’s efforts aren’t 
shining through,” said fan 
Doug Allen. “They need to 
play better.” 

But Alfonzo, a former New 
York Mets star who replaced 
Tom “Gamby” Gamboa as the 
team’s manager months be-
fore the season started, said 
that the boys’ woes stem from 
confidence issues.

“It’s early in the season, but 
I don’t think these guys have 
the confidence right now,” Al-
fonzo said. “Sometimes they 

Cyclones stay optimistic

feel too much pressure and it’s 
hard to deal with that.”

The jitters could explain 
the team’s less-than-stellar 
performance at-bat — the 
Cyclones hold second-to-
last place in batting aver-
age, with a lousy .219, and 
third-to-last place in number 
of hits, with 98, in the New 
York–Penn League after 14 
games. And the number of 
runs scored by the Clones, 50, 
is good enough for second-to-
last place in the league.

But first baseman Jeremy 
Wolf said he refuses to panic, 

hoping the boys will improve 
their hitting with time.

“Our guys are hitting the 
ball hard everywhere, but 
they’re getting caught, and 
that’s just how baseball works 
sometimes,” he said. “When we 
have guys on second and third 
it’s the pitcher’s problem — not 
ours — and we need to be a 
little more aggressive.”

The Cyclones were 2–8 be-
fore the team’s July 2 double-
header against Connecticut, 
the same abysmal record that 
the 2006 Clones earned in that 
team’s first 10 games.

But the 2006 squad went 
on to improve its luck, going 
41–33 and making the play-
offs, a reversal of fortune that 
should give the current team 
plenty of hope.

And breaking the seven-
game losing streak by defeat-
ing Connecticut showed the 
boys’ winning potential with 
Alfonzo at the helm, accord-
ing to Wolf.

“We’re a team of really 
good baseball players, so ev-
erything will come together,” 
he said. “Fonzie knows what 
he is doing.”

By Matt John
for Brooklyn Paper

Call it good clean fun.
Members of a Cobble Hill 

and Carroll Gardens business 
improvement district took to 
the nabes’ streets on June 24 
for a day of sidewalk beauti-
fication that showcased how 
the organization’s services in-
vite commerce to its commu-
nities, said a rep.

“We wanted to show how 
this can lead to a cleaner and 
greener environment for busi-
nesses,” said Saloni Sharma.

The day-long “BID a Bet-
ter Block” event organized by 

the Court-Smith Business Im-
provement District gussied up 
area pavement by sending 
sweepers down Court and 
Smith streets between Pacific 
Place and Hamilton Avenue 
and through activities that in-
cluded planting trees.

A truck from Brooklyn-
based creamery Van Leeuwen 
doled out free ice cream for 
passing locals, who applauded 
the event’s host. 

“Business improvement 
districts provide amenities for 
already great neighborhoods” 
said Cobble Hill resident Car-
lee Berger Ogren.

Building blocks
Event spruces up streetscape

Newlyweds Carlee Berger Ogren and Jayce Ogren 
of Cobble Hill grabbed free ice cream at the “BID a 
Better Block” event on June 24.
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The Cyclones’s rough start to the season did not give fans much to cheer about, 
but in 2006, the last time the Clones’s record was so low, the squad went on 
to make the playoffs, a reversal of fortune that should give the current team 
some hope.  
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MF40_NYC_ROP_7.7_BROOKLYN_COMMUNITY

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and 
equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional 
purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other 
transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. *†Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and more. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. ††Save up to $400 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Black Hybrid or Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings 
range from $300-$400. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. See store for complete details. †**Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select purchases. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er cannot be combined with any other off er or coupon. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17, while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive 
a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1999.99-$2498.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2499-3498.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3499 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE 
pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from 
the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$700. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm 
reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 7/5/17-7/9/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

GIFT WITH PURCHASE$300**
UP 
TO

On select mattress set 
purchases. Good towards 
a free luxury pillow, free 

Premier mattress protector 
or free mattress frame.

*†With select purchases.

Visit a store to fi nd out more.
ENDS SUNDAY
An amazing deal every day.

ENDS

SUNDAY FREE DELIVERY*†

FINAL DAYS TO SAVE!

Exclusively at

ENDS

SUNDAY!

With select purchases.

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 

BASE †**

UP TO AN $1198 VALUE

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$400††

An innovative hybrid mattress that's the perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and superior support.

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$399999 
Total to Pay

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets with 
applicable savings. 
Some models in 
select stores only. 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 
Some models in 
select stores only. 

A memory foam mattress with revolutionary 
cooling technology at an unbeatable value.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$129999 
Total to Pay

OVER 15 
QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

SAVE $275 OFF 
OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

$39999

PLUSH 
QUEEN MATTRESS

SAVE $200 OFF 
OUR LOW PRICE OF $74999

$54999


