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They’ve got some steely re-
solve.

The developers planning two 
towers for Pier 6 in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park filed paperwork 
last week to start construction 
before  a judge decides whether 
the high-rises can even be erected , 
prompting a local civic group that 
is fighting the project in court 
to demand that the builders be 
banned from acting until a rul-
ing is made, because their work 
would sully the meadow during 
its most popular season.

“That activity will generate un-
bearable noise for neighbors and 
park visitors alike. It essentially 
threatens to shut down the play-
grounds and park areas at Pier 6, 
and adjacent sections of the park, 
during the height of visitor sea-
son,” said the court filing by Rich-
ard Ziegler, the Brooklyn Heights 
Association’s attorney.

Developers RAL Develop-
ment Services and Oliver’s Re-
alty Group notified the Heights 
Association earlier this month 
that they will start building the 
towers at the foot of Atlantic Av-
enue on or after July 19, per a 
stipulation that requires them to 
give the civic group three weeks 
notice before commencing con-
struction. 

Ziegler and the lawyers for 
the green space and developers 
are expected to plead their final 

BUILDING RESENTMENT
Developers fi le plans to start work on Pier 6 towers despite court case

cases to Justice Lucy Billings in 
a July 18 court appearance, after 
which she will deliberate on a de-
cision on whether the  park is vi-
olating an agreement that says it 
will only build as much housing 
as is needed to sustain it .

More than 400 100-foot steel 

beams will be hammered 90 feet 
into the ground as part of the first 
phase of the project, according 
to the court filing. 

The builders tested driv-
ing the piles for three days in 
May in preparation, and a res-
ident of nearby condo building 

One Brooklyn Bridge Park mea-
sured the noise, which exceeded 
100 decibels — far more than the 
85 decibels that experts say can 
cause hearing loss. 

Ziegler compared the racket 
that park-goers and residents will 
endure to that of the subway or a 

raucous concert.
“It will sound as if a particu-

larly noisy subway train is tak-
ing 20 to 30 minutes to pass by, 
or a very loud rock concert is 
being held in 20 to 30 minute 
spurts from 7 am to 4 pm,” the 
filing said.

A rendering of the planned towers at Pier 6 in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They put paradise onto a park-
ing lot. 

The lush, hilly landscape of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 5 
Uplands opened to the public on 
June 6, and Brooklynites who 
visited the rolling-countryside-
inspired retreat were relieved to 
find a greened-up waterfront par-
cel where a giant stretch of con-
crete used to be.

“I’m glad they finally did some-
thing with this space,” said Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant resident Beverly 
Smith. “It’ll be a great place to 
walk around, hang out, and en-
joy the pier area.”

The Uplands’s main lawn in-
cludes an inviting sloped meadow, 

a shaded grove, benches along the 
upper edge where park-goers can 
gaze at the lower Manhattan sky-
line, and a grassy berm to muffle 
noise from traffic on the  crum-
bling Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way behind the site .

Work began last year on the 
$22-million project, which, in addi-
tion to the just-opened lawn, will in-
clude a new boathouse, maintenance 
building, and  Furman Street park en-
trance  called the “Montague Street 
Turnaround” when complete.

The paved lot that the Uplands 
replaced was once the home of pop-
ular food market Smorgasburg, but 
visitors who came from across the 
city to celebrate opening day said 
they preferred the space’s grassy 
new look and were jealous their 

home boroughs lacked such a bu-
colic escape.

“Wow, this is really nice,” 
said Civita Mazzella, a Bronx 
resident. “I’m really impressed, 
like damn, I wish I had this in 
my backyard.”  

Eighty percent of the park-
land inside the sprawling river-
side greensward is now complete. 
The huge lawn and kids’ play space 
at Pier 3 are under construction, 
designs for the Pier 2 Uplands have 
yet to be finalized, and  funds are 
still being raised for a plaza that 
honchos plan to build beneath the 
park’s namesake span .

And, of course,  two towers  are 
planned for Pier 6, which  activ-
ists are currently fighting against 
in court .

Uplands upgrades section of B’Bridge Park

...and a new meadow

The Pier 5 Uplands include a lush lawn and plenty of benches to catch views of lower 
Manhattan.
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By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

They repainted history!
Artists recreated a historic painting 

depicting politicians with the Decla-
ration of Independence by decorating 
a wall in Williamsburg with a mural 
that portrays the pols’ descendants in 
a similar setting, and being part of the 
project was a no-brainer, according to 
a ninth-generation progeny of Thomas 
Jefferson portrayed in the artwork.

“I couldn’t pass up on such an op-
portunity,” said Shannon LaNier, a de-
scendant of Jefferson and slave Sally 
Hemings who lives in the Bronx and 
is African American. “It is a great way 
to shine a mirror on what the United 
States really looks like. It’s time we 
truly see each other as equals, what-
ever our ethnicity.”

The mural at 22 N. 15th St. near N. 
14th Street and Kent Avenue is inspired 
by “Declaration of Independence,” by 
American artist John Trumbull, which 

PATRIOTIC PROXIES portrays notable founding fathers who 
include Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, 
and John Adams presenting a draft of 
the declaration to Congress.

The original work of art has hung 
inside the United States Capitol Ro-
tunda since 1826, and its modern-day 
counterpart was commissioned by An-
cestry.com, a company that special-
izes in genealogy services, to showcase 
how different the homogenous group 
of white founders are from their multi-
ethnic progeny, according to a com-
pany spokeswoman.

“What you see is a surprising and 
powerful look at how different the 
United States is today,” said Cathleen 
Hua. “These descendants come from 
all walks of life, from African Amer-
ican and Hispanic to Filipino and Na-
tive American.”

Both male and female descendents 
are depicted in the mural, which was 
completed on July 3, just in time to be 
viewed as fireworks in Macy’s Fourth 
of July show lit up the Williamsburg 
sky the next evening.

The annual pyrotechnic display was 
one reason the company chose Brook-
lyn as the site for the mural, which will 
be on display through July 16, accord-
ing to Hua.

Painter Dmitry Pankov was among the artists Ancestry.com hired to 
create an interpretation of John Trumbull’s painting, “Declaration of 
Independence,” with the founding fathers’ descendants as its focus.
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Thomas Jefferson’s descendant, Shannon LaNier, poses by his like-
ness portrayed in the mural.
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Descendants of founding fathers populate W’burg mural

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about picking a lane!
The city closed a section of 

the dedicated Greenway bike 
path along the Red Hook water-
front for nearly three weeks as 
the nabe gears up to host a leg 
of the allegedly environmental-
ly-friendly, international electric-
car racing series Formula E, leav-
ing area cyclists with nowhere safe 
to pedal during peak riding sea-
son, said local leaders.

“The Greenway is heavily used 
— especially at this time of year,” 
said Eric McClure, Chairman of 
the Community Board 6 Trans-
portation Committee. “Not hav-
ing accommodation for users while 
they’re taking up the space seems 
like an error in judgment.”

The landscaped, green-colored 
path that runs along Bowne Street 
between Commerce and Verona 
streets is closed from July 3 to 21 
so crews can set up the race’s fan 

village, where spectators can buy 
items such as food and merchan-
dise during the two-day competi-
tion on July 15 and 16, according 
to a Formula E spokesman.

Access to a portion of the stretch 
— some of which has been cov-
ered by concrete slabs — is blocked 
by fences, and planters that nor-
mally sit beside it were exiled to 
nearby sidewalks, where signs an-
nouncing the lane’s closure have 
been posted.

The city  recommended on Twit-
ter  that riders cycle along nearby Van 
Brunt Street instead, but they must 
share that road with drivers, making 
it far less safe, McClure said.

“Van Brunt doesn’t offer any 
protected space the way the Green-

Grinding gears along Red Hook waterfront
City closes bike path to make way for international electric-car race this weekend

way does,” he said.
Drivers in the massive race 

— who have taken their battery-
powered cars to the streets of such 
exotic locales as Hong Kong, Mar-
rakesh, and Paris — will zoom 
along a route that runs past the 
Cruise Terminal and hooks around 
Atlantic Basin, going to the edge of 
Pioneer and Conover streets, then 

running parallel to Imlay Street.
The city’s Economic Develop-

ment Corporation — the agency 
working on the event with For-
mula E —  claimed it would in-
clude locals in the process when 
it announced the race last year , but 
McClure said he had not heard of 
the Greenway closure until reached 
by this paper.

And other locals said blocking 
off a key access point for cyclists 
in the subway-starved nabe made 
them question how much city and 
Formula E honchos have engaged 
residents.

“How are you involving the 
neighborhood when you close 
the bike lane?” said a Van Brunt 
Street business owner who asked 
not to be named.

City Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) said 
he also never received advance 
notice about the plan to close the 
Greenway, and that he asked city 
and Formula E officials to host 
community meetings this week, in 
order to address locals’ concerns 
before the race weekend.

“Event operators failed to offer 
advance notice to nearby residents 
and cyclists — including myself 
— who rely on that section of bike 
path,” he said. “I called on the For-
mula E team and the EDC to dem-
onstrate their commitment to the 

community by conducting open 
meetings this week to address this 
and any other concerns.”

The Formula E rep acknowl-
edged it dropped the ball by clos-
ing the bike lane, but said it was 
an inevitable consequence of set-
ting up the fan village planned for 
the site.

“I completely understand these 

comments,” said Sam Mallinson. 
“We want to minimize the disrup-
tion in our host cities. The stretch 
is unfortunate but we feel that hav-
ing worked closely with local au-
thorities, we’ve limited the impact 
on the neighborhood.”

The Department of Transpor-
tation did not return requests for 
comment.

The Greenway around the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal is 
closed in preparation for the Formula E race.
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TALKING TO 
AN E-RACING 

LEGEND
SEE PAGE 5

Drivers take to the streets in their battery-powered cars as 
part of the Formula E Championship racing series.
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Ave., Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

SPONSORS

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 in advance

and $20 at the door
(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Haikus on marquee. Brook-
lyn films inspire street art. See 
it in Park Slope.

Nitehawk Cinema owners 
handed the old Pavilion The-
ater’s marquee to a band of lo-
cal artists who are using the 
display to showcase haikus 
inspired by films set in Kings 
County, and while the illumi-
nated, wrap-around sign may 
have been made to advertise 
movie showings, it could not 
be more perfect for the Jap-
anese short-form poetry, ac-
cording to the bards.

“The marquee itself is such 
an interesting canvas, in that 
there’s enough room for a title, 
a blank space, and three lines 
of poetry,” said Drew Pisarra, 
who started the project with 
poet Molly Gross. “It’s prac-
tically built for haikus.”

The poetic pair, who oper-
ate under the moniker Saint 
Flashlight, sought out pub-
lic spaces where they could 
bring their art to the masses 
and originally approached the 
nearby Oak Park Pharmacy 
at 205 Prospect Park West 

about using its façade. But 
that plan fell through, how-
ever, and when it did, the art-
ists did a literal 180 and saw 
the perfect canvas staring 
them in the face, according 
to Pisarra.

“We turned around and 
there was the movie the-
ater,” he said.

The owners of Williams-
burg’s Nitehawk Cinema, who 
leased the historic Pavilion 
Theater at 188 Prospect Park 
West last year, were only too 
happy to offer their signage for 
passers-by’s cultural enrich-
ment, Gross said, although the 
marquee will be reclaimed to 
display film showings when 
the venue reopens sometime 
next winter.

“Nitehawk’s owners have 
been amazing,” Gross said. 
“They get what we want to 
do, and have been very sup-
portive.”

The proprietors suggested 
the artists focus their poems 
on Brooklyn-based films, 
leading Gross to select “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
“Saturday Night Fever,” and 
Spike Lee’s “She’s Gotta Have 

Lit-erature
Artists adorn this marquee 
with movie-inspired haikus 

It” for the first round of hai-
kus, which will emblazon the 
marquee until the end of the 
month, when three new po-
ems will debut.

Gross penned the piece 
about Lee’s flick, while Park 
Slope poet Diane Mehta and 
Williamsburg bard Karen 

Hudes were tapped to distill 
the others into 17 perfect syl-
lables.

And though the haikus fit 
flawlessly on the Pavilion’s 
marquee, Pisarra said the the-
ater does not always have the 
letters needed to produce all 
of the poems, which requires 

some literary logistics to en-
sure there are enough As, Bs, 
and Cs.

“Your haiku may be great, 
but if we’re short on Ys, maybe 
your poem gets bumped to 
the next month, and we put 
in the poem that we have the 
letters for,” he said.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s wheel-y happening! 
Mayor DeBlasio on July 

10 announced a ban on all 
cars inside Prospect Park 
from July 17 to Sept. 11. 
And while the adminis-
tration described the em-
bargo as temporary, local 
leaders who support a ve-
hicle-free meadow said they 
are optimistic that the sea-
sonal restriction is a prelude 
to full-on prohibition.

“Hopefully, it will lead 
to a permanent closure,” 
said Eric McClure, Chair-
man of Community Board 
6’s Transportation Commit-
tee. “I and many others have 
felt for a long time that the 
park should be completely 
free of cars, and doing a trial 
closure to measure the ef-
fect is a great idea.”

The ban — which will 
begin Prospect Park’s first-
ever entirely car-free period 
— temporarily eliminates 
a two-hour window that 
allows Downtown-bound 
drivers to zip up the park’s 
East Drive from 7 to 9 am 
on weekday mornings to 
circumvent rush-hour traf-
fic.  It follows the mayor’s 

Park & no ride
Mayor bans cars in P’Park for season

A woman jogs along 
Prospect Park’s East 
Drive, which has long ac-
commodated cars from 
7 to 9 am on weekdays.
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about 300 per hour as com-
pared to 400 per hour in the 
fall — and the city expects 
the ban will have negligible 
effects on streets surround-
ing the park, according to the 
mayor’s office.

Studies conducted by the 
Department of Transporta-
tion after West Drive’s per-
manent closure found that the 
most affected drivers’ travel 
times increased by less than 
a minute, and the agency will 
hold similar tests to deter-
mine how closing the East 
Drive affects its users’ morn-
ing commutes. 

DeBlasio’s announcement 
delighted car critics who have 
decried vehicles in the park 
as a crime against nature for 
more than a decade, accord-
ing to the head of a group 
that advocates for alternative 
transportation, who said he 
plans on pushing the city to 
make the temporary prohi-
bition permanent. 

“It’s a big move in a much 
safer direction and our fo-
cus now is in making it per-
manent,” said Paul Steely 
White, of Transportation 
Alternatives. “We hope to 
make a convincing case to 
the mayor that leaving the 
park in place for park users 
is the best policy, and should 
be the rule, not the short term 
exception.”

White,  who spent a week 
monitoring motorists on the 
East Drive with his team ear-
lier this year , said drivers 
routinely broke the road’s 
25-mile-per hour speed limit, 
creating a hazard for park pe-
destrians. 

The anti-car activists 
shared their findings with 
the city, but White said 
that the temporary ban was 
more likely motivated by the 
growing popularity of alter-
native travel options and an 
approaching September pri-
mary. 

“I think politicians under-
stand that this has always been 
a common sense issue, but 
now it’s a popular issue,” 
he said. “Being an election 
year, no decisions are taken 
lightly.”

2015 decree that pulled ve-
hicles from the meadow’s 
West Drive , which let Co-
ney Island-bound motor-
ists cut through Brooklyn’s 
Backyard during the eve-
ning rush and generally saw 
less traffic than the Down-
town-bound route.

Fewer cars travel on the 
East Drive in the summer 
than in cooler seasons — 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

These buds are for you! 
Stewards of an abandoned 

Fort Greene community gar-
den have reopened the green 
space and are asking locals for 
ideas on how to revitalize the 
meadow, said its keepers.

“We’re trying to open it up 
to the community to make the 
best of the space,” said De-
metrice Mills, president of 
the Brooklyn Queens Land 
Trust.

Poor leadership led to the 
more than two-year-closure 
of The Greene Garden on 

DeKalb and S. Portland av-
enues, according to Mills, who 
said his organization hired a 
team to breathe new life into 
the plot, which can be used 
by neighbors to grow plants 
of their choice. 

He solicited residents for 
input on what they’d like to 
see in the nursery at a meet-
ing last month, and received 
a variety of suggestions that 
included creating a retreat for 
neighbors to lounge and pro-
grams to engage area young-
sters.

“Part of it can be a garden, 
part of it can be a place where 

you can have events or meet-
ings,” Mills said. “We’re trying 
to attract the youth, too, and get 
them more involved. Instead 
of hanging out in the street, 
they can come in the garden 
and make a difference.”

Brooklyn Queens Land 
Trust needs to raise more 
funds in order to fully re-
vamp the space, but will be-
gin its makeover by cutting 
down some trees so sunlight 
can flood the patch, which is 
furnished with benches and 
a gazebo where visitors can 
relax in the meantime.

And even though The 

Greene Garden is just across 
the street from the massive 
Fort Greene Park, it gives 
locals a different kind of 
meadow to spend their days, 
according to Mills.

“Sometimes there are 
questions about how there’s 
a big park across the street, 
but some people like a private, 
smaller space for their kids to 
run around,” he said.

There is no definitive time-
line for the revamp, but Mills 
said people can contact his 
office with their suggestions 
and can expect big changes 
soon.

Officials are looking for locals to submit their ideas on how to best makeover 
this long-abandoned community garden in Fort Greene.
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How should this garden grow?
Reopened Ft. Greene community plot seeks suggestions

Poets Molly Gross and Drew Pisarra wrote and solicited poems inspired by 
Brooklyn-based films and stuck them on the marquee of the Pavilion Theater.
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                     

MON. JULY 17th

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio Restaurant

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. JULY 18th

BROOKLYN-
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. JULY 20th

BROOKLYN-
PARK SLOPE

3 PM & 7PM
The Montauk Club

25 Eighth Avenue

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Learn Guitar
Before Summer’s End

Beginner Guitar Lessons for
Kids Teens  Adults

Johnny Phillips  347-517-1399

http://www.burlaptocashmere.com

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Someone took a woman’s 
white gold diamond ring she 
left on the sink inside a Jo-
ralemon Street building on 
June 30. 

The lady told police she 
placed her ring near the fau-
cet in the building by Court 
Street at 11:10 am and left 
the restroom. She remem-
bered leaving it behind five 
minutes later, and returned 
to find it was gone. 

Weasel swipes woman’s diamond ring

She viewed surveillance 
footage but it was poor and 
didn’t show the faces of the 
people leaving the building, 
according to a report. 

Preppy pilferers
A pair of thieves stole Polo 

clothing from a Fulton Street 
store on June 7.

The two filchers walked 
into the department store by 
Livingston Street at 4:16 pm, 
with one taking out a blue bag 
from a backpack and placing it 
on the ground near the cloth-
ing shelves, police said. 

The other nogoodnik then 
removed a stack of $1,700 
worth of Polo shirts from 
the shelves and placed it in 
the bag, while the other took 
10 hats from the display rack 
and also put them in the bag, 
authorities said. The duo then 
walked out of the store, ac-
cording to cops. 

Soccer snake
Some sneak snatched a 

bag from a locked locker in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on July 
7 when its owner went to go 
play soccer.

The goal kicker secured 
his bag in a locker on Pier 

5 and then went to play, re-
turning at 9:30 pm to find his 
bag — containing his phone, 
credit cards, driver’s license, 
and keys — had been taken, 
authorities said.

Duped
An unlicensed taxi driver 

drove away with his passen-
ger’s phone after he got out to 
use a cash machine on Fourth 
Avenue on May 28.

The victim took the unreg-
ulated taxi to a deli near Dean 
Street at 2 am, and stepped 
inside to get some money. But 
when he came back outside, 
the driver quickly drove off — 
with his iPhone still in the car, 
according to a report. 

Bashed
A creep mugged a guy as he 

was opening his Sands Street 
apartment door on July 7.

The victim told police he 
was opening the door in his 
building by Gold Street at 10 
pm when the bruiser pushed 
and punched him in the face. 
The jerk then went into his 
pockets and removed $800, 
his phone, and two gold chain 
necklaces, authorities said.

— Lauren Gill

guard’s phone during a scuf-
fle inside a Fifth Avenue phar-
macy on June 28.

The rent-a-cop told police 
he was inside the drugstore be-
tween Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues at 7:40 pm when he spot-
ted the thief taking his pick of 
the shop’s merchandise.  

As the guard tried to in-
tercept the crook, though, he 
dropped his cellphone, which 
the thief promptly snatched 
before running off, cops 
said.

Beer trap
Cops busted an alleged 

thief who they say tried to 
make off with $25 worth of 
beer from an Atlantic Avenue 
supermarket on June 26.

An employee told police 
the suspect was inside the 
market near Flatbush Ave-
nue at 12:25 pm when he was 
spotted attempting to slip past 
the register with a few ill-got-
ten 12 packs.

Citi-thief
Someone never returned 

a Citi Bike to its 14th Street 
docking station on June 23.

An employee called po-
lice to report one of the rental 
bikes at the station between 
Second and Third avenues was 
nabbed at 10:30 pm, without 
offering further details on the 
crime.

Drive-by bully
Cops are hunting the jerk 

who hurled insults and for-
eign objects at a 51-year-old 
man from the seat of his ’06 
Ford van on Flatbush Ave-
nue on June 27.

The victim told police he 
was near Seventh Avenue at 
10:20 am when the suspect 
launched into his drive-by 
tirade.

Fortunately, the creep’s aim 
was off, and the middle-aged 
gentleman didn’t suffer any 
injuries as a result of the un-
pleasantness, cops said.

Fragrant filcher
Cops busted a man sus-

pected of nabbing a small 
fortune in perfume from a 
Flatbush Avenue lingerie 
store on June 18.

An employee told police 
the back door of the store near 
Atlantic Avenue was locked 
for the night, but the suspect 
violently yanked at the door 
until the lock snapped off at 
around 10:28 pm.

Inside, he snatched 80 vials 
of perfume, cops said.

Bad fare
A fare beater shoved a taxi 

driver on Second Avenue on 
June 26.

The victim told police that 
she dropped her lowlife fare 
at his destination at 1:15 am, 
but the sleaze refused to pay 
and, when the cabbie got out to 
complain, the man gave her a 
shove before stomping off.

 — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad passengers
Cops cuffed two teens for 

attacking a taxi driver on 
Third Place on July 8.

The 19-year-old guy and 
15-year-old girl had the driver 
take them all the way from Co-
ney Island to Henry Street at 
about 5 am when they started 
hitting him, causing cuts and 
swelling on his nose, accord-
ing to authorities. 

They also stole money from 
the 48-year-old driver’s pock-
ets after striking him in the 
head, police said. 

Take a seat!
A villain threw a chair at a 

guy and cut him with a knife 
on Columbia Street on July 
7, police said. 

The 44-year-old victim told 
police the two got into an ar-
gument between Mill and Ve-
rona streets at 2:45 pm when 
the snake chucked the chair 
at him and then cut him with 
a knife. Emergency respond-
ers took the victim to Meth-
odist Hospital, according to 
authorities. 

Tool thief
A baddie swiped a bunch of 

tools from a man’s Hoyt Street 
home sometime overnight on 
July 6, police said. 

The jerk broke in to the 
home near Baltic Street some-
time between 4 pm on July 6 
and 7 am the next day and ran 
off with hammers and drills, 
according to authorities. 

Caught
Cops cuffed two suspects 

who they say threatened a guy 
with a gun, punched a woman 
in the face, and stole their cash 
in the middle of the night on 
July 6 on W. Ninth Street. 

The 65-year-old vic-
tim told police he was near 
Hicks Street at 3 am when the 
two punks approached him, 
showed a gun, and demanded 
his cash. The guy handed over 
five dollars, according to au-
thorities. One of the snakes 
also struck a woman in the 
face and swiped $100 from 
her and her cellphone, offi-
cials said. Police arrested the 
two suspects later that day 
near Centre Mall, according 
to authorities. 

Two against one
Two weasels punched a guy 

in the face on Pacific Street 
on July 5, police said.

The 39-year-old victim 
told police the two malefac-
tors punched him above his 
right eye, causing a cut, be-
tween Hicks and Henry streets 
at about 5 pm, according to au-
thorities. Emergency respond-
ers treated the victim in an 
ambulance, police said. 

— Julianne Cuba
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Dudley do right
A thief stole a security 
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A string of bad decisions 
got him three decades be-
hind bars. 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
man convicted of robbing 
four women at gunpoint in 
Kensington and Windsor 
Terrace — one of whom he 
pistol-whipped in the head 
— was sentenced to 31 years 
in prison on July 5 after he 
chose to forgo a plea deal, a 
regrettable choice in retro-
spect, according to his at-
torney.

“The pre-trial plea offer 
that he was given was very 
good at the time — and, at 
this time, is incredible,” said 
Larry Rothstein. “It is a very 
severe sentence.”

A jury found Justin Far-
row, 31, guilty in May for 
committing the string of 
late-night stickups over a 
nine-day span in August 
2015, which included one 
attack where he repeatedly 

bashed a 28-year-old woman 
with the butt of his gun. 

Prosecutors offered him 
a deal of 18-to-20-years im-
prisonment leading up to 
his trial, on charges that 
included a fifth robbery 
of which he was later ac-
quitted.

Police caught Farrow — 
who, in each incident, ap-
proached his victims hold-
ing a silver pistol and nabbed 
their valuables before using 
MetroCards he stole from 
them to escape into the near-

est subway station — af-
ter a witness who saw the 
man flee from the Aug. 29 
holdup spotted him a second 
time on Sept. 4 and promptly 
called 911.

Cops nabbed the robber 
after he tried to dispose of 
a loaded nine-millimeter 
handgun, according to the 
District Attorney’s office, 
and found him in posses-
sion of stolen MetroCards 
and wearing a fleur-de-lis–
patterned shirt recognized 
by no less than three of his 
victims.

Rothstein said his client 
was a good man driven to do 
bad things after his life went 
to pieces when he lost his job 
as a security guard.

“He just completely lost 
it,” the lawyer said. “I’ve 
met so many truly evil guys, 
and he’s not one of them. 
Up until this, he was a law 
abiding, rational citizen, and 
then one day the train just 
went off the tracks.”

Serial robber gets 31 years

Justin Farrow
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Over 20 million Americans are impacted 
by some form of peripheral neuropathy, 
a condition that results from damage to 
the nerves that connect the brain and the 
spinal cord (the central nervous system) to 
limbs and organs. Damage to these “pe-
ripheral” nerves can be caused by condi-
tions such as Lyme disease, cancer, kidney 
failure, rheumatoid arthritis or nutrition-
al deficiencies. One of the most common 
causes is diabetes. 

Peripheral neuropathy is also a poten-
tial side effect of chemotherapy.  

The symptoms typically include pain, 
weakness, numbness, burning, tickling or 
tingling sensations (“pins and needles”) 
in the legs, feet, arms and hands and/or 
difficulty walking. Peripheral neuropathy 
can occur at any age but is most common 
among adults over the age of 40. It may 
begin suddenly or progress gradually, 
over a period of years.

“Although many people develop the 
symptoms of neuropathy, public aware-
ness of this condition is low; often, those 
who have one or more signs and symp-
toms remain undiagnosed for months or 
years,” said Miran Salgado, M.D., chair-
man of neurosciences at NewYork-Pres-
byterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital. 
“Even more important, neuropathy may 
be the first sign of a previously undiag-
nosed illness—including diabetes, hepati-
tis, and infectious or rheumatologic dis-
ease. Individuals who develop symptoms 
without an obvious cause should consult 
a physician.”

According to Dr. Salgado, some neurop-

athies can be managed and controlled, 
“especially when the diagnosis is estab-
lished early.” With mild symptoms, adjust-
ing lifestyle choices can sometimes allevi-
ate neuropathy. Daily exercise can relieve 
symptoms of pain and can keep blood sug-
ar levels under control for patients with 
neuropathy who also have diabetes. Foot 
care, especially for patients with diabetes 
is important; tight shoes and socks can in-
crease pain and limit circulation. Smoking 
cessation can increase blood circulation 
and decrease tingling sensations. Healthy 
eating is also important because it ensures 
that patients get essential vitamins and 
minerals, and positive lifestyle choices like 
weight control and exercise can contrib-
ute to prevention of neuropathy. 

If the symptoms do not abate, patients 
with neuropathy may be treated with 
medications that have been proven to 
relieve pain—such as topical anesthet-
ics, anti-seizure medications (which are 
typically used to decrease nerve pain) and 
anti-depressants, which have been found 
to help relieve discomfort by interfering 
with chemical processes in the brain and 
spinal cord pain centers.

“It is important to remember that treat-
ment of the neuropathy depends, in part, 
on the underlying cause,” said Dr. Salga-
do. “It’s a good idea to consult your doc-
tor at the first signs.”

To schedule an appointment with a spe-
cialist in affiliated with NYP Brooklyn Meth-
odist Hospital’s  Institute for Neurosciences, 
please call 718-499-2273 or visit nyp.org/
Brooklyn.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Hey Brooklynites, remem-
ber what mom said about shar-
ing?

Surly Suffolk County 
commuters swarmed the 
subways at Atlantic Termi-
nal on July 10 when service 
changes on the Long Island 
Rail Road kicked-in as part 
of Gov. Cuomo’s “Summer 
of Hell.”

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is cut-
ting train service at Penn 
Station to accommodate 
much-needed track repairs, 
and funneling a portion of 
the 9,600 affected Long Is-

A hell below earth
LIRR commuters swarm Atlantic Terminal’s subways

land commuters to the rail-
road’s second busiest stop 
instead. 

The transit agency in-
creased Long Island Rail 
Road service at the terminal, 
running 10 additional trains 
during morning and evening 
rush hours, said  a New York 
Daily News report .

The hub’s Atlantic Ave-
nue–Barclays Center subway 
station — which serves the 
2, 3, 4, 5, B, D, N, Q, and R 
trains — is coziest during the 
morning slog, when railroad 
tickets double as MetroCards 
for the duration of Satan’s 
summer, which is scheduled 
to end on Sept. 1.

It may look quiet here, but Atlantic Terminal is fac-
ing an influx of Suffolk County commuters diverted 
to the Long Island Rail Road’s second busiest stop in 
order to accomodate track repair at Penn Station.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s fast, handsome … 
and single!

Formula E racing legend 
Nelson Piquet Jr. told Daily 
News columnist Gersh Kuntz-
man and Brooklyn Paper ed-
itor-in-chief Vince DiMiceli 
that he certainly won’t take the 
checkered flag at this week-
end’s Red Hook race, but he 
certainly will be available to 
any pretty Brooklyn girls who 
might want to console him af-
ter his loss.

“Pretty, single women 
should come see the race,” 
he said. “We can have din-
ner Sunday night.”

That’s because the speed 
racer is booked solid on Sat-
urday and Sunday when he 
and other drivers will turn 
Red Hook into an electrified 
Le Mans, speeding through 
a newly created Grand Prix 
track in battery-powered cars 
that can travel more than 100 
miles per hour.

“We’re going to turn 
Brooklyn into Monaco for a 
day,” he said.

ON THE RADIO:

Life in the e-fast lane!

But that’s not the only time 
the 31-year old feels the need 
for speed — he also enjoys 
jumping out of planes in his 
spare time, having just learned 
to sky dive, and is into skiing 
and Champagne, too.

And just because he’s not 
going to win (“I’ll be honest, 

we may place fourth or fifth,” 
he said), doesn’t mean fans 
won’t have a great time dur-
ing the two-day event.

On race days — Satur-
day and Sunday — fans get 
a full dose of the e-racing 
experience, with warm-up 
runs, qualifying races, and 

then the big showdown both 
days. There’s also an “e-vil-
lage,” where you can learn 
more about the sport.

“And there’s also food,” 
the Brazilian heartthrob 
added before going off on a 
Gersh-inspired tangent about 
the superior quality of steak-
houses in his native land ver-
sus what we are served here 
in the Big Apple. He also re-
minded listeners that tickets 
are available “by Googling 
‘Formula-E.’ ”

Also on the show, Gersh 
and Vince regaled listeners 
with stories from their vaca-
tions — Gersh’s in Los An-
geles and Vince’s on Cape 
Cod.

Vince’s tale of relaxation 
included a flooded vacation 
home and a broken televi-
sion. Gersh mentioned that 
he caught a ball at Dodger 
Stadium — the first time he’d 
ever done that in 40 years of 
going to baseball games.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 4:30 pm.

Racecar driver Nelson Piquet Jr. in the BPR studio.
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

SWEET DEAL!

7/12 7AM - 7/17 7PM
12 13 14 15 16 17SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

FRESH!

Sour Cream

$$22forfor33
U D

$$66forfor199199
Corn Green Squash

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

Seedless
Watermelons

lb.lb.

¢¢3535
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Cauliflower

$$129129
Mangoes

$$499499
Cucumbers

8989forfor55 ¢¢

Crushed Tomatoes

$$129129
ea.ea.

K

Organic Lemonades

$$33forfor22
Yogurt

$$149149
U D

Sugar

$$199199
K P

Black Bing
Cherries

$$149149
lb.lb.

Romaine
Hearts

$$199199ORGANIC

Cello
Carrots

$$11forfor33

By Matt John
Brooklyn Paper

Cyclones 10
Tri-City 1
July 5 in Tri-City

Now that’s more like it!
The Cyclones forcefully 

destroyed Tri-City, earning 
17 hits and 10 runs in the 
matchup — each a season 
high — and snapping their 
three-game losing streak.

The boys’ bats were 
charged from the top of the 
first: Reed Gamache singled 
in Walter Rasquin, Quinn 

Brodey doubled to score Matt 
Winaker, Jose Miguel Medina 
hit a single to plate Gamache 
and Brodey, and Ricardo Ces-
pedes singled to score Med-
ina, making it 5–0.

They followed their early 
rally with more luck at bat 
in the second, when Medina 
scored Winaker on a sacrifice 
fly and Cespedes singled in 
Gamache.

Tri-City 13
Cyclones 0
July 6 in Tri-City

Simon says the Cyclones 

lose again!
Clones starter Jake Simon 

was tortured on the mound 
— allowing nine hits and 
seven runs — and the boys 
only managed three hits all 
night as Tri-City delivered 
them a shutout.

The Clones fell behind 
early after J.J. Matijevic hit 
a solo home run in the first and 
Jake Adams scored Matijevic 
and Abraham Toro-Hernan-
dez on a three-run homer in 
the third, making it 4–0.

Cyclones manager Edgardo 
“Fonzie” Alfonzo swapped 

Simon with reliever Kurtis 
Horne in the bottom of the 
fifth, but a pair of fresh arms 
did little to help on the mound. 
Horne walked Pineda with the 
bases loaded, scoring Migue-
langel Sierra, and then Mati-
jevic singled in Reid Russell, 
making the score 7–0 at the 
end of the inning.

Staten Island 4
Cyclones 3
July 7 at MCU

No way, Jose!
A late-game three-run rally 

was not enough for the Cy-

clones to overcome the four 
runs that pitcher Jose Carlos 
Medina gave up earlier in the 
match to hated Staten Island, 
and the boys once again fell 
to the evil empire.

The Clones showed win-
ning potential in the sixth 
when, down 4–0, Quinn 
Brodey plated Franklin Cor-
rea on a grounder and Ricardo 
Cespedes singled in Matt 
Winaker and Cecilio Aybar, 
making the score 4–3.

Cyclones 4
Staten Island 2
July 8 in Staten Island 

(Game 1)
The Evil Empire was over-

thrown!
Cyclones batters had the 

force, earning four runs and 
10 hits as the boys vanquished 
Staten Island and broke the 
hated Yankees’ undefeated 
home-game streak in the 
first match of a doubleheader 
against the division foe.

Staten Island 7
Cyclones 2
July 8 in Staten Island 
(Game 2)

But the Cyclones lost 
the force as quickly as they 
found it.

Starter Trent Johnson took 
a beating on the mound — al-
lowing six hits and seven runs 
— as the evil Yankees took 
the second game and split the 
doubleheader.

Manager Edgardo “Fonzie” 
Alfonzo said that although 
game two did not end in a Cy-
clones victory, he was happy 
that the boys trounced Staten 
Island on the team’s home turf 
earlier in the day. 

“They always play tough 

here, so it was great to get the 
first win in Staten Island,” 
he said.

Cyclones 6
Staten Island 4
July 9 at MCU

It was an attack of the 
Clones!

Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer gave a terrific perfor-
mance at bat — earning nine 
hits and six runs — as they tri-
umphed over the hated Yan-
kees to split the four-game 
stand with the evil empire. 

The squads kept pace with 
each other through the top of 
the fifth, which ended at an 
even 4–4. But a bottom-in-
ning double by Clones left 
fielder Quinn Brodey — 
whose throwing error allowed 
a run for Staten Island earlier 
in the match — plated Leon 
Byrd Jr. and Matt Winaker, 
pushing the Cyclones ahead 
6–4 and allowing them to 
cruise to victory. 

The win put Brooklyn at 
6–14 for the season, still in 
last in the McNamara Divi-
sion, but only half a game be-
hind Hudson Valley.

Reed Gamache doubled in Franklin Correa and Leon Byrd Jr. in the bottom of 
the third, helping the Cyclones cruise to a 6–4 victory over the hated Staten 
Island Yankees on July 9 at MCU Park.
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String theory

It’s a high school musical story.
Bushwick violin-and-piano duo  Gracie and Ra-

chel  — named after its two stars — will launch a 
self-titled debut album that has been years in the 
making  at Union Pool on July 19 . The two ladies 
met as high school students in California, and 
their friendship stuck and evolved into a dynamic 
partnership on the stage, said Grace Coates, the 
band’s piano player and lead vocalist. 

“We met in high school in a dance class ac-
tually, when we were about 16 or 17, and we 
were assigned to make a song for the dance 
show,” she said. “It was kind of like an ar-
ranged marriage kind of thing, and we ended 
up really enjoying playing together.”

Coates and her musical other half — violin-
ist Rachel Ruggles — went on to study their re-
spective instruments at universities hundreds of 
miles apart, but they continued to play together 
online, and finally moved across the country to 
Bushwick to perform together, said Coates. 

“We’d have Skype rehearsals so we could 
rehearse and just really keep the kind of cre-
ative song writing alive from afar,” she said. 
“We started to realize the bond was getting 
stronger and would only get better if we could 
be in the same city.”

Coates’s poetic vocals and pop piano chords 
complement Ruggles’s more classical approach 
with the violin, but it is easy for the two to fol-
low each other’s sonic leads, said Ruggles. 

“The poetry is really all in Gracie’s voice — 
she was encouraged to be her own songwriter 
and be more inventive, she wasn’t schooled in 
classical perspective where I was more rigor-
ously involved in traditional classical stud-
ies,” said Ruggles. “I think those two differ-
ent backgrounds coming together complement 
our situation well.”

The duo cannot wait to unveil their de-
but album, and they have planned some ex-
citing visual surprises for the launch party, 
said Coates.

“We’re really excited about it, it’s been a 
long time in the making and we really pulled 
together a lot of different elements for this show 
and record to bring that to life,” she said. 

Gracie and Rachel at Union Pool (484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, www.
union-pool.com). July 19 at 7 pm. $10. 
 — Julianne Cuba

M U S I C

They didn’t stick a pin in it — they stuck 
7,000 pins in it!

The Prospect Park Alliance planted thousands 
of yellow pinwheels in an oft-overlooked cor-
ner of Brooklyn’s Backyard as part of its ongo-
ing 150th anniversary celebration. The effect 
of the spinning sea of golden petals is pretty 
snazzy, according to a spokeswoman for the 
conservancy.

“Oh my god, we’re so over the moon for it,” said 
Deborah Kirschner. “It looks wonderful.”

The Alliance hopes its new art project, on dis-
play through July 17, will draw patrons to the 
Rose Garden, a once-vibrant corner of Brook-
lyn’s Backyard near Flatbush Avenue, between 
Grand Army Plaza and the Prospect Park Zoo. 
The area has fallen into neglect by both the city 
and park patrons, who — before the legions of 
pinwheels — found little to attract them to the 
fairly bland stretch of parkland.

The wheels were set in motion by a series 
of workshops and tours of the area as the park 
conservancy solicited public input for what is 
expected to be  a substantial renovation project , 
Kirschner said.

“We thought it would be wonderful to have 
the art installation focused on this space to draw 
attention to the area and give the public a unique 
and sort of whimsical way of interacting with 
the space,” said the spokeswoman.

As part of the park’s interaction with locals, 
patrons were invited to submit artwork for the 
pinwheel display. Hundreds of amateur and pro-
fessional artists heeded the call to leave their 
work spinning in the wind, printed on the back 
of the bright yellow spinners. 

“We love this idea of doing an installation 
where the community contributes their artwork 
and are part of the celebration,” said Kirsch-
ner.

And if you have an idea for an artistic design 
that you want to stick on a pinwheel, you can 
join the Alliance in Grand Army Plaza on July 
14–15, between 11 am and 7 pm, to create your 
own pinwheel, Kirschner said.

Connective Project in Prospect Park’s Rose 
Garden (near Flatbush Avenue between Grand 
Army Plaza and Prospect Park Zoo in Crown 
Heights, www.connectiveproject.com). On ex-
hibit through July 17. — Colin Mixson

The spin zone
A R T

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

P
ier into the park!

The prettiest of the stops on 
the South Brooklyn ferry line 

is at  Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
Six . You step off of 
the ferry and straight 
into a verdant, peace-
ful oasis — and the ac-
tivities available in the 
park make it an ideal 
spot for anyone’s sum-
mer day out.

The little ones 
have much to get ex-
cited about — this sec-
tion of the park is a 
huge playground, with 
themed areas divided by beautiful 
tall hedges, and the ground is soft 
and bouncy throughout, to protect 
tender knees from inevitable falls. 

Right out of the ferry gates is Swing 
Valley, a winding path filled with an 
astounding assortment of swings, and 
Slide Mountain, which offers a mul-
titude of slides and towers that range 
from mild to vertigo-inducing. And 
most welcome during a hot July af-

ternoon is the Water 
Lab, where kids can 
run through fountains 
that spray from all di-
rections — swimming 
gear is recommended. 
Tempting as the water 
may be for adults, it is 
just for the kiddos — 
anyone over the age of 
12 should be accompa-
nied by a child.

Directly opposite 
the water feature you will find the 
well-known wood-fired pizza place 
Fornino. This branch of the Brook-
lyn mini-chain distinguishes itself 

with a ground-floor patio and a sec-
ond-floor terrace. Either is an ideal 
spot for summer drinks and dinners 
in the open air — the feel is very 
beach bar resort. 

And speaking of beaches — there 
are three Beach Volleyball Courts 
right next to Fornino. You can watch 
a match from the rooftop, or wander 
down and work off your pizza calories 
with a quick beach-volley skirmish. 
The courts sometimes host league 

play, but at least one court is  usually 
open  for first-come, first served games 
— just bring your own ball!

To cool down after the match, keep 
walking down the pier towards the 
river, where you will find winding 
paths among an immaculately kept 
f lowering esplanade. The area is 
yours to tread and explore, with oc-
casional benches to sit and relax, and 
at the edge of the  pier you will find 
big, coin-operated binoculars with 

which to spy on the folks of lower 
Manhattan.

And if you really want to sprawl out, 
you can wander towards the Brooklyn 
Bridge and explore the newly opened 
Pier 5 Uplands, a lush sloped meadow 
with a shady grove of trees for re-
laxed daytime lounging. 

New York City Ferry at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier Six (Atlantic Avenue 
at Furman Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 per trip.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

W
hat a piece of meat is a man!

An all-male group of actors wear-
ing only their birthday suits will 

perform a nude version of Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet” in Prospect Park next month. 
The thespians will bare their bodkins dur-
ing four productions of the Bard’s tragic 
play, starting on Aug. 10, and the actor 
playing Laertes says that the lack of pan-
taloons will force the audience and the 
actors to the concentrate on the words, 
words, words.

“It raises the stakes of the play because 
as actors that is the one time that we are to-

tally in the most vulnerable state, we have 
nothing to protect us,” said Mike Press. 
“It also raises the stakes for the viewer, 
because they have to get over the fact we 
are naked and really listen to what it is 
we are saying.”

Last year, the same theater group used an 
 all-female troupe for its production of “The 
Tempest,”  so it seemed only fair to give 
men the same opportunity to explore body 
positivity through the words of the Bard, 
said director Pitr Strait — and “Hamlet” 
is the perfect play for those themes.

“Shakespeare had a lot of themes he 
returned to over and over, and one of the 
biggest ones was trying to be yourself, to 
learn who you are, learning to truly be 

yourself — to thy own self be true. That 
freedom to be yourself has a lot to do with 
the body,” said Strait, who lives in Park 
Slope. “We wanted to find a story that has 
this idea of trying to be free, even when 
everyone in the world is telling you that 
you’re crazy — to tell a story where men 
are free in their own bodies.”

The actors will begin the show in cos-
tume, but will show off more and more of 
their too, too solid flesh as the show goes 
on, said Strait. The lack of costumes will 
be especially challenging for the actors 
playing female characters, who will have 
to use body language to embody the more 
restricted life of a woman in the 1500s. 

Presenting the Bard in the buff may 

make some a little wary, but pushing peo-
ple’s boundaries is the point of art, said 
Strait.

“Art is supposed to make people un-
comfortable — I really love the idea that 
if your life is stable and secure then maybe 
it’s good to have art come in and shake 
you up a bit, and if your life is full of anx-
iety and worry then art should be there to 
say you’re not alone, it’s okay to be who 
you are,” he said. “That’s what we are try-
ing to do.”

“Hamlet” at Prospect Park’s Music 
Pagoda (at the north end of the Nether-
mead, enter at Ocean Avenue and Lincoln 
Road in Prospect Lefferts Gardens). Aug. 
10–12 at 5:30 pm, Aug. 13 at 2 pm. Free.

With bare bodkin
Naked, all-male ‘Hamlet’ will play in Prospect Park

Going green!
Cruise to the lush land of 
B’klyn Bridge Park Pier 6

Ham-let it all hang out: Actors Miles Butler and Max Wingert rehearse for the all-male, all-nude “Hamlet” opening Aug. 10 in Prospect Park.
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FERRY TALES

Two thumbs up!: (Pictured left to 
right) Ray Niel, 5, from the Bronx, is 
a big fan of the Pier Six’s Water Lab 
playground. And Limarie Gonzalez 
holds a margherita pizza on the 
second-floor roof of Fornino.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
July 15

Pup-arazzi!
It’s the best dog-
gone day of the  
year! Freddy’s Fourth 
Annual Doggy Fash-
ion Show for cos-
tumed canines will 
feature a higher cat-
walk — er, dogwalk 
— as well as a red 
carpet puppy 
paparazzi posing ses-
sion that starts at 
5:30 pm.

6 pm at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 16

Red, white, 
and bleu!
Shake your 
petanque-a-donk at 
the Bastille Day cele-
bration happening 
today on Smith 
Street. Sip some Lillet 
in the sunshine, listen 
to a live band, and 
watch 72 teams bat-
tle in the petanque 
tournament happen-
ing in sandy courts 
set up in the street.

Noon–10 pm on Smith 
Street between Bergen 
and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill (www.barta-
bacny.com/bastille-day). 
Free.

MONDAY
July 17

Quick hits
The Trans Theatre 
Festival kicks off 
tonight with a free 
cabaret preview, with 
each of the 14 shows 
in the fest presenting 
a five-minute sneak 
peek that will help 
you decide between 
ensemble piece 
“T(estosterone)” (pic-
tured), or “Pin and 
the Blue Fairy,” 
among others.

8 pm at the Brick (575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union and 
Lorimer streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com). Free.

WEDNESDAY
July 19

On the 
Fence 
Take a guided tour of 
“The Fence,” an out-
door exhibit of pho-
tos running the 
length of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, includ-
ing a set of flamingo 
photos titled “Meet 
Bob” (pictured). After 
the walking tour, 
grab a free drink with 
some of the curators 
and featured photog-
raphers.

6:30 pm at picnic benches 
near Jane’s Carousel 
[Brooklyn Bridge Park 
between New Dock and 
Main streets in Dumbo, 
fence.photoville.com/city/
brooklyn]. Free.

THURSDAY
July 20

Play it, Sam
Of all the film joints 
in all the borough, 
you have to go to this 
one. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Movies With a 
View screens the 
classic “Casablanca,” 
the Humphrey Bogart 
joint about little peo-
ple standing up to 
Nazis. Settle on the 
lawn at 6 pm, grab 
food and booze from 
the vendors (no 
bringing in your 
own!), and the mov-
ies starts at sundown.

6 pm at Harbor View 
Lawn, Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 1 [enter at 
Furman and Old Fulton 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939, www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JULY 14
MUSIC, QUANTIC, TEI SHI, ALEX 

ANWANDTER: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brooklyn! festi-
val. Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTIVAL 2017: 
A weekly jazz tribute to the music 
of Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–10pm. 
Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave. at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST — WHIT-
NEY HOUSTON: Take a chance on 
an evening of short puppet per-
formances inspired by the music of 
Whitney Houston. $15. 7 pm and 
9:30 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street and Clif-
ford Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

MUSIC, FOLK AND KIN: The art group 
Dead Gowns presents an evening 
of music and poetry, featuring the 
bands Strange Loops and Hayride 
Casualties. $10. 7 pm. Local 61 (61 
Bergen St. between Smith and Court 
streets in Boerum Hill), www.dead-
gowns.com. 

ART, BASTILLE DAY PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBITION AND COOKIE FUN: 
French photographer Stéphanie 
Pfeiffer displays her portraits and 
serves Parisians cookies. Free. 7 
pm. Michel and Augustin’s Banana 
Farm (98 Fourth St. at Bond Street in 
Gowanus). 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAESAR”: The Gal-
lery Players present their rendition of 
Shakespeare’s timeless drama. $25 
($20 children and seniors). 7:30 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

FILM, “THE STRANGE ONES”: Roof-
top fi lms screens a fi lm about two 
brothers traveling across a mysteri-
ous landscape. Followed by a discus-
sion with the fi lmmakers. $15. 8 pm. 
The Old American Can Factory [232 
Third St. at Sackett Street in Gow-
anus, (718) 417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

COMEDY, “LITERATI”: A night of co-
medians in character performing 
hilarious readings. Sophisticated, 
satirical, and sometimes with wigs! 

$10 ($8 in advance). 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, SEA KELP: The Brooklyn rock 
band plays with funk bassist Fred 
Thomas. Free. 10:30 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

SAT, JULY 15
MUSIC, BROOKLYN HIP HOP FESTI-

VAL: Bad boy rapper DMX head-
lines this year’s Brooklyn Hip Hop 
Festival. $65. 1 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier One (Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo), www.bkh-
iphopfestival.com). 

MUSIC, BEN L’ONCLE SOUL, SWEET 
CRUDE: Part of the annual outdoor 
Celebrate Brooklyn! festival. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, THE FILMSHOP PRESENTS 
“SPOILER ALERT”: A screening 
of 20 short fi lms with the theme 
“Spoiler Alert,” along with music 
from Madison McFerrin, Salt Ca-
thedral, and DJ Kerry Lacy. $15. 
7:30 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
4111], www.roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, “THE NEWS: Monday-Fri-
day”: Park Slope sound artist Sara 
Bouchard performs an ecological 
and political song cycle with lyrics 
entirely taken from the newspaper. 
Free. 9 pm. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

THEATER, THE MISTER “TWIN 
PEAKS” PAGEANT: Join die-hard 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

THU, JULY 20
MUSIC, KENDRICK LAMAR: $103–

$652. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23
MUSIC, KENDRICK LAMAR: $103–

$652. 7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 27
MUSIC, G-DRAGON: $100–$637. 

9 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND ADAM LAM-

BERT: $49–$505. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 29
SPORTS, ADRIAN BRONER VS. 

MIKEY GARCIA: $82–$505. 
Time tba.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–$500. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Eddie’s on fire!: Heavy metal band Iron Maiden will melt the 
faces off the Barclays Center audience on July 21 and 22.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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BAR SCRAWL

Industry City Distillery tasting room [33 35th St., Sixth Floor, between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, (718) 305–6951, www.drinkicd.
com]. Open Thu, 4–8 pm; Fri, 4–10 pm; Sat, noon–10 pm.

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

S
unset Park has a lot on 
its plate! 

Industry City was 
once a fine dining des-
ert, but a garden of eatin’ 
has bloomed in the mas-
sive shorefront complex. 
Whether you are looking 
to sink your teeth into the 
latest food trend or mas-
ter your favorite fare with 
a cooking class, this foodie 
hub has you covered. Get a 
taste with our guide to the 
latest joints that have taken 
root, or will soon bloom in 
Industry City.

Wholly guacamole!
Take your avocado obses-

sion to the next level at Avo-
caderia. The all-avocado eat-
ery, which made headlines 

worldwide when it opened 
in April, plates the creamy 
fruit on toast, in salads, and 
blended into smoothies. Each 
month also features new spe-
cials that imagine the green 
goody in a unique form. Ju-
ly’s creations include “Avo 
chocolate mousse” and an 
“Avo burger” that uses the 
fruit as a bun. 

Avocaderia [238 36th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, (347) 
227–0350, www.avocade-
ria.com]. Open Mon–Fri, 9 
am–4 pm; Sat–Sun, 11 am–5 
pm.

Light eating
The latest sit-down eat-

ery in Industry City, Fila-
ment at the Landing, offers 
a high-brow twist on pub grub. 
Culinary craftsmen Vincent 
Chirico, who also runs two 

Mediterranean-inspired spots 
on the distant isle of Manhat-
tan, has brought some of more 
well-known dishes to the bet-
ter borough, including charred 
octopus served on a bed of ja-
lapeno pesto and a chicken-
under-a-brick dish. In addi-
tion to bold bites, the space 
features a courtyard bar, pool 
tables, and shuffleboard.

Filament at the Landing 
(220 36th St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, (347) 417–8494). 
Open Mon–Tue, 9:30 am–8 
pm, Wed–Fri, 9:30 am–10 
pm, Sat, noon–10 pm, and 
Sun, noon–6 pm.

Booze cruise
Belly up to seasonal 

tug-boat-turned-eatery the 
Wheelhouse, now landlocked 
in an Industry City court-
yard. The team behind the 

Manhattan-docked vessel 
 Frying Pan  are serving up 
a slew of nautical fare, in-
cluding lobster rolls, cevi-

che tacos, and spiced shrimp 
banh mi, along with beer, 
wine, and cocktails. You can 
settle at any of the benches 
around the courtyard, or 
migrate mere steps to the 
 Brooklyn-themed mini-golf  
course for a round. 

The Wheelhouse at In-
dustry City Courtyard 5/6 
(enter on Second Avenue 
between 34th and 35th 
streets in Sunset Park, (347) 
902–4829, www.fryingpan-
wheelhouse.com]. Open 
Mon–Wed, noon–8 pm; 
Thu–Fri, noon–9 pm; Sat, 

noon–8 pm; Sun, noon–6 
pm.

All that and dim sum
Downtown dumpling spot 

 Yaso Tangbao  will open its 
second location at Industry 
City later this month. The 
Shanghai-inspired shop 
will feature on-site seating 
for on-site eating of its de-
licious dumplings, which 
include blue crab and pork 
soup dumplings, sticky rice 
dumplings, and garden veggie 
dumplings. Noodles, soups, 

Industrial taste!
Your guide to dining at Industry City

Avocado fix: Liza Zusman with Avocaderia holds up 
a toast featuring the creamy fruit.
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See TASTE on page 10

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
rans writing trans-cends genre!

The second annual Trans The-
atre Festival, returning July 17 to 

the Brick Theater in Williamsbung, 
will feature a lineup of comedies, trag-
edies, and musical stories from trans-
gender creators — showcasing the di-
versity found within community, said 
one of the festival’s curators. 

“We try to go for variety and it’s 
very important to me as a curator to 
make sure that we have funny and silly 
pieces, the feel-goods, the light dra-
mas, and the hard hitters,” said Maybe 
Burke. “It’s also really important that 
we don’t force people to talk about 
being trans, and that we find people 
who want tell the stories that they want 
to tell — whether or not they want to 
talk about their identity.”

The festival runs from July 17–29, 

and it includes musical performances, 
such as Burke’s “Accidental Trans 
Anthems,” experimental theater such 
as the postlanguage play “Lauras,” 
and a goofy transgender take on Jus-
tin Bieber titled “Swaggy.” 

Among the more serious offerings 
is “Oddity,” opening July 20. The story 
follows a Victorian-era transgender 
man, a “gender specialist,” who is 
trying to solve a series of murders 
in a mysterious underground facil-
ity. During his investigation, he be-
gins to question everything that he 
knows, as a collection of cisgender 
characters contradict the little knowl-
edge he has.

“A major theme of this piece is 
what it feels like to be gaslighted,” 
said playwright Ashley Lauren Rog-
ers. “We’re following this character 
who is learning things, and knows 
what he knows, but is constantly be-
ing told by people above him that 

it’s not true.”
Rogers describes her piece as “psy-

chological body horror.” The protag-
onist’s encounters reflect those often 
experienced by transgender people 
trying to navigate medical care, she 
said. 

“I want to kind of unsettle any-
one and everyone who is watching 
and ultimately I want to highlight the 
gaslighting, particularly the history 
of medicalization and gaslighting of 
trans bodies,” said Rogers, who lives 

in Prospect Lefferts Gardens. 
The playwright chose the Victorian 

era for her piece because, although 
it has a reputation for being strait-
laced, the period had a more com-
plex understanding of gender than 
most people think.

“Oddity” at the Brick Theater [579 
Metropolitan Ave. between Lorimer 
Street and Union Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189, www.brickthe-
ater.com]. July 20 at 9:20 pm, July 22 
at 2 pm, July 24 at 9 pm. $20.

So bloody ‘Odd’
Trans fest’s horror show

Sometimes a gun is just a gun: While rehearsing the horror play 
“Oddity,” opening July 20, actor Aliyah Hakim threatens Kelsey 
Jefferson Barrett, who plays a detective and gender specialist.
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TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE

David Lynch fans for a night 
of burlesque inspired by 
the surrealist serial drama. 
$15. 10 pm. Coney Island 
USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

ART, “CAPTURING MOTION” 
OPENING RECEPTION.: 
Artist Matt Hefferon pres-
ents an exhibit and work-
shop about using cameras 
to paint with light. $10. 2 
pm. Brooklyn Studios for 
Dance (210 Lafayette Ave. 
between Vanderbilt and 
Clinton avenues in Clinton 
Hill). 

FREDDY’S BAR DOG FASH-
ION SHOW: Dress up your 
doggie and set them loose 
on the runway for the an-
nual Dog Fashion Show. 
With food, drinks and live 
music. Free. 5 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: Starting 
at $12. 6 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: 
The comedy show about 
online dating welcomes 
special guest David Cross! 
$15. 8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

COMEDY, “THE MESSY 
SHOW”: An experimental, 
outrageous comedy show 
doing something you can’t 
fi nd elsewhere. Sketch 
group SOAP hosts a slew of 
great acts from the stand 

up and improv scene for a 
night of punk AF comedy. 
$5. 8 pm. The Diamond [43 
Franklin St. at Calyer Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5030], www.thediamond-
brooklyn.com. 

SUN, JULY 16
FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 

PARK: A free class for stu-
dents of all skill levels, fol-
lowed by a picnic. Bring a 
mat. Free. 10 am. Prospect 
Park main loop [Enter at 
Prospect Park West and 
15th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 541–1382], www.yoga-
sole.com. 

THEATER, “IN THE ARMS OF 
THE PACK — AUDIENCE 
EDITION”: In this theatri-
cal game, half the audience 
plays a pack of vampires 
and werewolves, while the 
other half works together 
to create a narrative. $20. 
7 pm. The Brick [575 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

THEATER, “THE BRONTËS”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a new musical 
about the authors of “Jane 
Eyre” and “Wuthering 
Heights.” Free. 8 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, ATOMIC GIRL: The 
band launches its new 
album “The Future is So 
Bright.” With Doubting 
Thomas, Cruise Control, 
Lady Bits, and Jury Duty. 
$7–$10. 8 pm. Sunnyvale 
[1031 Grand St. between 
Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 987–3971], www.
sunnyvalebk.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: Starting 

at $12. 4 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MON, JULY 17
OUTDOORS, NEW YORK 

ROAD RUNNERS 5K: Join a 
nighttime fun run, followed 
by discounted drinks at a 
nearby tavern. Advance reg-
istration required. $23–$37. 
6:45 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell (Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope), www.nyrr.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: Join 
the Cyclones for NYPD Ap-
preciation Night! Starting 
at $12. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, I’M GLAD IT’S YOU: 
With People Like You, 
Macseal, and Fear Not 
Ourselves Alone. $10. 8 

pm. Sunnyvale [1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 987–3971], 
sunnyvalebk.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Jo Firestone, Mike 
Lebovitz, Lauren Hope 
Krass, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, STOP LIGHT OBSER-
VATIONS: $12. 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JULY 18
SUMO STEW: Watch sumo 

matches streamed live from 
Japan while eating chankon-
abe, the “sumo stew,” along 
with bento boxes, draft 
beer, and Japanese whis-
key. $55. 8–11PM. Brooklyn 
Brewery [79 N. 11th St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–7422], www.
sumostew.com. 

FUND-RAISER, YOUTH FARM 
SUMMER SUPPER BEN-
EFIT: A rooftop summer 
supper of Caribbean cuisine 
to raise money for the edu-
cational farm. $125–$250. 
5:30 pm. Brooklyn Grange 
Rooftop Farm [63 Flushing 
Ave. at Clermont Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (646) 623–6137], 
bit.ly/rooftopsummersup-
per. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATEN IS-
LAND YANKEES: Join the 
Cyclones for Irish Night! 
Starting at $12. 7 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, “PLANETARIUM”: 
Sufjan Stevens, Nico Muhly, 
Bryce Dessner, and James 
McAlister team up for an 
expansive song cycle that 
explores the Sun, the Moon, 
and other celestial bodies. 
Part of the Celebrate Brook-
lyn! festival. $55 ($50 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

TALK, NOT QUITE MID-
NIGHT: Courtney Maginnis 
and Chris Calogero host a 
live talk show with stand-up 
comedians. $8 ($5 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

WED, JULY 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. STATEN IS-
LAND YANKEES: $10. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

MUSIC, WARN THE DUKE, 
GRIM STREAKER, LOW 
ANXIETY, TREADS: $10. 7 
pm. Sunnyvale (1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in Wil-
liamsburg). 

TALK, BROOKLYN SMUTTY 
BOOK CLUB: The inaugu-
ral session of the Brooklyn 
Smutty Book Club will dis-
cuss “Dark Challenge” by 
Christine Feehan. With $5 
cock-tale specials. Free. 7 
pm. Paddy’s of Park Slope 
[273 13th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0831], 
www.meetup.com/Smutty-
Book-Club.  

THEATER, FLASHBACK TO 
THE ’70S: Scarlett Lace 
presents a variety show of 
performances inspired by 
disco, punk rock, and New 
Wave. With Apathy Angel, 
Dottie Dynamo, Edie Night-
crawler, Kittyhawk Boone, 
and a disco dance contest. 
$15. 9 pm. Cobra Club (6 
Wyckoff Ave. between Jef-
ferson and Troutman streets 
in Bushwick), www.cobra-
clubbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Aaron 
Berg, Dave Hill, Michelle 
Wolf, Myq Kaplan, and 
more. $5. 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], cysknyc.com. 

THURS, JULY 20
MUSIC, PRESERVATION HALL 

JAZZ BAND: New Orleans 
horn outfi t the Preserva-
tion Hall Jazz Band plays 
an afternoon gig of tunes 
straight from the French 
Quarter. Free. Noon. Metro-
Tech Commons (Myrtle 
Promenade at Bridge Street 
in Downtown), www.bam.
org. 

MUSIC, OLA FRESCA: The 
power salsa octet plays the 
Live at the Archway festival. 
With a salsa class and an 
art installation from James 
Nazarov. Free. 6–9 pm. The 
Archway Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street and 
Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], www.
dumbo.is. 

MUSIC, CONOR OBERST: The 
indie darling plays songs 
from his new album, “Salu-
tations,” and deep cuts 
from his Bright Eyes days 
at this fund-raising concert. 
$40. 7 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

ART, SUPERHERO DRINK 
AND DRAW: Practice your 
cape drawing skills at the 
Brooklyn Art Library’s fi rst 

fi gure drawing event. $10. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Art Library 
[28 Frost St. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
7941], https://www.brookly-
nartlibrary.com. 

TALK, A CONVENING ON 
COLLECTIVE ACTION: 
Brooklyn artist collective 
By Us For Us presents a 
series of discussion for art-
ists to share activist strate-
gies, resources, and skills 
in the Socrates Sculpture 
Garden. Free with Museum 
admission. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FILM, SEATTLE SHORT 
FILMS: Rooftop fi lms pres-
ents a screening of short 
fi lms from the Emerald City, 
with a fi lm-maker discussion 
and an after-party. Free. 
7:30 pm. Courtyard 1-2 of 
Industry City [274 36th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com. 

THEATER, A DRINKING 
GAME NYC PRESENTS 
“CLUE”: Actors perform a 
staged reading of the cult 
classic for a live audience. 
When certain words are 
spoke, everyone drinks! 
$10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

MUSIC, FALLING STARS, 
VALLEY LODGE: $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FILM, DUDE DOUBLE FEA-
TURE: A double screening 
of “Dude, Where’s My Car” 
and “The Big Lebowski,” 
with back-issue giveaways 
from High Times magazine. 
$20. 9:30 pm. Nitehawk Cin-
ema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

FRI, JULY 21
FAMILY, “CINDERELLA 

SAMBA”: CityParks Puppet-
Mobile presents a puppet 
version of the fairy tale set 
in Rio de Janeiro. Free. 4 
pm. Owls Head Park (67th 
Stret and Colonial Road in 
Bay Riege). 

MUSIC, AMADOU AND 
MARIAM, INNOV GNAWA, 
AHMED GALLAB: Part of 
the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, THE NIGHTOWLS, 
COURTESY TIER, JESSI 
ROBERTON: $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, SWIMM: $8. 8 pm. 
Threes Brewing [333 Doug-
lass St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 522–2110], www.
threesbrewing.com. 

FILM, SUNDANCE SHORT 
FILMS: A free screening of 
highlights from Sundance 
2017. Free. 8 pm. Metro 
Tech Commons [5 Metro-
Tech Center at Bridge 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

DANCE, FIRST LOOK 2017: 
Brooklyn Ballet presents a 
night of work by emerging 
and established choreog-
raphers. $15. 8 pm. The Ac-
tors Fund Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown, (718) 246–0146], 
brooklynballet.org. 

THEATER, “QUEENS OF 
FILTH”: Drag collective La-
dyQueen brings together 
passion, love, and fi lth to 
honor one directors John 
Waters! $15. 10 pm. Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland.
com. 

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND TAL-

ENT SHOW: The eighth-
annual talent show returns 
to Coney Island! Hopefuls 
of all ages show off their 
songs, dances, and perfor-
mances to win over $2,000 
in cash prizes. Free. 4–8 pm. 
(1025 Boardwalk at Denos 
D. Vourderis Place in Coney 
Island), www.coneyislandtal-
entshow.com. 

MUSIC, MASHROU’ LEILA, 
DAWN OF MIDI, DJ 
KHATIR: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brook-
lyn! festival. Free. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, THE GRAND NEP-
TUNE BALL: Come aboard 
the boat and enjoy big band 
music, specialty cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres and a mid-
summer sunset. $50. 8–11 
pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

TALK, ASK THE EXPERTS: 
Theater historian Cezar 
Del Valle paints a picture 
of Coney Island’s history 
of vaudeville houses, con-
cert saloons, and early fi lm 
shows. $5 for adults, $3 for 
kids. 5 pm. Coney Island 
USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Big Easy listening: The Preservation Hall Jazz Band, which has been playing 
traditional New Orleans-style tunes for a full 50 years, will play a free afternoon 
concert at Metrotech Commons Downtown on July 20.

and other traditional delica-
cies are also on the menu.

Opening soon at 253 
36th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun-
set Park in Industry City. 

Foodies in training 
The Brooklyn Kitchen has 

shifted its cooking class op-
eration to Industry City after 
more than a decade in Wil-

liamsburg. Instead of sell-
ing produce and kitchen-
ware, the Sunset Park spot 
focuses on classes and special 
events, with daily workshops 
that will help you hone your 
cooking craft. Classes offered 
this month include “Chinese 
Dinner Party,” “Halal Cart at 
Home,” and “Not Sad Desk 
Lunch.”

The Brooklyn Kitchen 
[254 36th St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, (718) 389–2982, 
www.thebrooklynkitchen.
com]. Class times vary.

TASTE...
Continued from page 9

All aboard: Seasonal tugboat-turned-eatery the 
Wheelhouse offers nautical fare and refreshing 
summer cocktails.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

He’s putting these kids 
to work!

Seventy thousand New 
Yorkers in their teens and 
early 20s received summer 
jobs through a city-wide 
youth employment program 
kicked-off by Councilman 
Mathieu Eugene (D–Flat-
bush) on July 5 that teaches 
the young adults skills to 
build careers and stay out 
of trouble, said the pol.

“Jobs are very important 
ways to learn discipline and 
respect for others,” said Eu-
gene, the Chairman of the 
Council’s Youth Services 
Committee. “Some young 
people go down the wrong 
path because of lack of self 
esteem and discipline, but 
in providing jobs we will 
help reduce the violence 
and juvenile delinquency 
among them, and instill 
skills and values they need 

to succeed in life.”
Some of the entry-level 

jobs available to 14- to 
24-year-olds in the Summer 
Youth Employment Program 
are at public green spaces, in-
cluding Prospect Park, where 
Eugene celebrated partici-
pants’ first day of work with 
an announcement alongside 
reps from Flatbush’s Council 
of Jewish Organizations, a 
partner in the program. 

Other industries that pro-
vided employment opportu-
nities, which pay minimum 
wage and continue through 
Aug. 19, include education, 
healthcare, retail, marketing, 
and real estate.

The city’s Department of 
Youth and Community De-
velopment, also a partner in 
the program, receives around 
135,000 applications annu-
ally for it, according to Eu-
gene, and more than half of 
the young job-seekers found 
work this year — a record 

number for the scheme, 
which just years ago pro-
vided only 35,000 oppor-
tunities.

“These kids are willing 
to work and begging for the 
opportunity, and we raised 
the number of jobs to 70,000, 
which is unprecedented,” the 
pol said.

Bringing home a pay-
check, of course, is another 
perk for participants, many 
of whom come from fami-
lies that can not afford to pro-
vide allowances and benefit 
from the additional income, 
Eugene said.

“Many come from work-
ing families that struggle to 
survive and to raise them, 
and making money from 
these jobs can be used by 
the families in addition to 
the young adults,” he said. 
“When they start making 
money, they will love to 
work, and will continue to 
make more.”

THEY’RE HIRED!
Youth Employment Program kicks-off

The teens employed by the program found work in various industries, includ-
ing city services, education, healthcare, retail, marketing, and real estate.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a look back at Brook-
lyn’s Backyard!

The Brooklyn Historical 
Society is celebrating Pros-
pect Park’s 150th anniversary 
with a new exhibit that exam-
ines the history of the mas-
sive green space. “The Means 
of a Ready Escape,” which 
opened this week, explores 
the many different ways that 
Kings County residents have 
used the 526 acres of fields 
and trees over the years, ac-
cording to one of the show’s 
curators. 

“The exhibition really 
looks at how the park has 
been an escape for genera-
tions of people,” said Mar-
cia Ely. 

The show looks at five eras 
of the meadow’s history: its 
origin as a home to Native 
Americans; the initial plans 
from famed Central Park de-
signers Frederick Law Olm-
sted and Calvert Vaux; its first 
100 years; the park’s graffi-
ti-ridden decline in the 1970s 
and ’80s; and its modern in-
carnation under the manage-
ment of the Prospect Park Al-
liance.

Among the memorabilia 
and photos are pictures of 
people practicing archery, 
playing lawn tennis, and 
riding in swan boats — 
all once-popular activities 
that might surprise modern 

Bygone park
Exhibit looks at history of 
Brooklyn’s greenest jewel

park and look down to the 
meadow and see nothing but 
grass and trees is really un-
like anything else in this en-
tire city,” she said. “Prospect 
Park is unique in the way that 
you can get lost in the woods, 
there’s not many places in New 
York City where you can get 
lost in the woods.”

“The Means of a Ready 
Escape” at Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierre-
pont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111, www.brooklyn-
history.org]. Open Wed–
Sun; noon–5 pm. $10.

visitors, said Ely. 
“I think people are going to 

enjoy seeing all of the things 
the park was used for back 
at the turn of the century,” 
she said. 

At one point, 300 lawn ten-
nis courts covered the Long 
Meadow and the Neather-
mead, and a “water carou-
sel” on Prospect Park Lake 
featured a 200-person yacht 
that circled the water.

Historians dug into the 
Prospect Park Alliance’s ar-
chives over the last year to dis-

cover forgotten treasures and 
personal stories, including a 
scrapbook made by a woman 
who babysat kids for Park 
Slope moms between 1938 
and 1980, often taking them 
to the park. Ely also tracked 
down the daughter of the 
man who started the park’s 
Drummers Grove, where peo-
ple gather every Sunday to 

drum, and got pictures of the 
activity from the early ’90s 
and 2000s. 

Ely hopes that the exhibit 
will enlighten people about 
the rich past of the grassy 
knoll, which offers a more 
complete connection to na-
ture than any other spot in 
the boroughs, she said. 

“Being able to go to the 

The Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society’s Marcia 
Ely helped to curate its 
new exhibition on the 
150-year-old Prospect 
Park, which opened this 
week.
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(Above) This 1890 pho-
to shows people using 
the once-beloved swan 
boats in Prospect Park 
Lake. (Left) In the early 
20th century, Prospect 
Park was filled with 
many, many lawn tennis 
courts.
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The city rolled out cash-
less tolling on the Verra-
zano-Narrows Bridge for 
smoother commutes start-
ing July 8. The span joined 
six other city bridges that 
have eliminated toll booths 
as part of Gov. Cuomo’s 
cashless initiative, and 
swapped singles for sensors 
that scan and charge drivers 
through their license plates. 

Here’s what Rock-bound 
drivers should know about 
the change:  

How does cashless 
tolling work? 

Drivers can zoom across 
the bridge without dealing 
with toll booths, toll barri-
ers, or dedicated toll lanes. 
Instead, cameras and sen-
sors suspended over the 

highway will automatically 
charge drivers by reading their 
license plates, and then mail-
ing a $17 bill per trip to the 
registered owner. 

How does this affect 
E-Z Pass users?

Nothing changes for E-Z 
Pass customers. Vehicles 
with the electronic tolling 
gizmo will continue to be 

automatically charged the 
discounted rate of $11.52 or 
$5.20 for Staten Island resi-
dents. But if an E-Z Pass tag 
is not mounted on a wind-
shield or is not scanned prop-
erly, cameras will capture an 
image of motorist’s plates and 
if the vehicle is registered with 
the service, the toll will post 
to the driver’s account. 

How can I pay my bill? 
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority will mail 
motorists a bill in approxi-
mately 30 days, or drivers can 
use the “pay toll now” option 
on the  Tolls by Mail  website: 
www.tollsbymailny.com. 

What happens if I 
don’t pay my bill? 

Customers who dodge their 

initial bill will be slapped with 
an overdue bill. If they still fail 
to cough up the dough, they 
will receive a notice of viola-
tion carrying a fine of $100. 
After three such orders, the 
vehicle’s registration will be 
suspended. Delinquent driv-
ers would also run the risk of 
being pursued in court. 

— Caroline Spivack

Verrazano no longer accepts cash payments

The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge went cashless start-
ing July 8.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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INDEPENDENCE
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HEARING AIDS

etter with HearUSA!

DUNKIN’
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Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

Schedule your FREE Hearing Screening!

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

They took to this class like 
ducklings to water! 

More than two dozen 
Crown Heights youngsters 
showed up for free swim-
ming lessons at the Medgar 
Evers College pool on June 
30, and some tykes absorbed 
the tips on floating and breath-
ing underwater so well that 
they were performing stunts 
before the class ended, orga-
nizers said. 

“There were a few little 
daredevils that were diving,” 
said Kaitlin Pelatti of Imag-
ine Swimming, which teaches 
kids to be at ease in the wa-
ter and hosted the event. “But 
first and foremost, we talked 
to them about water safety and 
worked on trying to get them 
more comfortable.”

Many of the elementary 
school–age children had yet 
to dip their toes into a pool, 
but their inexperience did 
not stop them from diving 
into the lessons, according 
to Pelatti. 

“It was the first time in 

Aquatic education!
Free lessons go swimmingly for tots in Crown Heights

From left, Aissatou Bah, Djello Bah, and Kenyon Bell take in some swimming 
tips during a lesson at Medgar Evers College’s pool.
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a pool for some — and the 
first time ever getting a swim-
ming lesson for most — and I 
think they did beautiful job,” 
she said. 

Imagine Swimming orga-
nized the two-hour “Brooklyn 
Swims” event with the Bed-
ford-Union Armory as a way 

to get members of communi-
ties typically without access 
to aquatic facilities, including 
those of Crown Heights, more 
comfortable in the water.

Drowning is a leading 
cause of death among chil-
dren, Pelatti said, and black 
and Hispanic kids face an even 

greater risk due to the lack of 
swimming resources in their 
neighborhoods.

“It’s totally preventable, 
and we know that signing up 
can reduce drowning by 88 
percent,” she said. “Our work 
is all about making swimming 
more accessible.”

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Call it troubled water.
The state approved a per-

mit for the city to pour up to 
7.2 million gallons of filtered, 
contaminated groundwater 
into Coney Island Creek ev-
ery day for up to two years. 

The permit allows the city to 
overlook nearly a dozen heavy 
metals found in the water be-
cause only small amounts were 
discovered in the creek, and 
state officials say locals have 
nothing to fear because Coney 
creek flows into Gravesend 
Bay, which will dilute the pol-
lutants. But with millions of 

gallons gushing into the in-
let each day for years, experts 
and locals fear that the con-
taminates could amass to dan-
gerous levels. 

“Dilution is not the solu-
tion to pollution,” said Shawn 
Dickson, an attorney with 
environmental group River-
keeper. “The only solution to 
pollution is no pollution.” 

The $180-million dollar 
project being run by the Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion will upgrade aging water 
mains and storm and sanitary 
sewers in an area bounded by 
W. 17th and W. 22nd streets 
from Neptune Avenue to the 

Heavy metal
City to dump contaminated 
water into Coney waterway

Locals including Pamela Pettyjohn fear the massive 
amount of contaminated water the city will pour into 
Coney Island Creek will reach dangerous levels.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
G

eo
rg

in
e 

B
en

ve
nu

to

Boardwalk, which   locals have 
demanded for years .

Shovels are expected to 
hit the ground this summer 
and the project will last for 
roughly two years.

The Economic Develop-
ment Corporation defended 
the plan, stressing that the wa-

ter discharged will meet state 
safety standards.

“Our Coney Island efforts 
will be rigorously tested to en-
sure we are discharging safe 
amounts of water at levels 
that adhere to New York State 
regulations,” said spokesman 
Ryan Birchmeier.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about freshening 
up!

Park Slope’s historic bath-
house emerged from behind 
scaffolding on July 7 after 
a year-plus-long renovation 
of the turn-of-the-century 
facility — which could not 
have come at a better time, 
according to a rep for the de-
veloper.

“It was incredible the 
building was still stand-
ing,” said Greystone’s Cian 
Hamill.

The 111-year-old building 
—  which operated as a com-
munity and events center for 
two decades before Greystone 
purchased it in 2014  to se-
cure the property’s air rights 
for an adjacent, 13-story res-
idential project — could not 
have been in worse shape by 
then, according to the spokes-
man, who said its steel su-
perstructure suffered from 
severe rot.

“There were definitely a lot 
of surprises along the way,” 
he said.

The bathhouse at 227 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Union streets, which 
opened in 1910, was commis-
sioned by the city to serve 
residents of nearby tenement 
buildings at a time when in-
door plumbing remained op-
tional.

The handsome building’s 

Splashy debut in Slope
Renovations conclude at century-plus-old bathhouse

neo-classical design by archi-
tect and Brooklyn native Ray-
mond Almirall was used to en-
courage people to take baths, 
according to Hamill.

“The thinking was if this 
building had the same prestige 
as a bank, courthouse, or li-
brary it would entice people to 
use the facility,” he said.

But public baths like the 
Slope facility, which were lo-
cated across the city,  became 
obsolete in the 1930s when in-
door plumbing became a re-

quirement for all residences. 
The structure was reborn as 
a gymnasium that decade, 
which it remained until it was 
abandoned in the 1950s.

The National Register 
of Historic Places recog-
nized Almirall’s bathhouse 
in 1984, and the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion made it a landmark that 
year, meaning it cannot be de-
molished and its façade can-
not be changed without the 
city’s permission.

Greystone salvaged as 
much of the original glazed 
brick, limestone, and terra-
cotta from the façade as it 
could, but large portions of 
the structure’s outer walls had 
to be scrapped, and the build-
ers used a lightweight con-
crete to replicate the discarded 
portions, Hamill said.

The bathhouse, now fully 
renovated, will try its luck as 
a gym again when new tenant 
Blink Fitness opens for busi-
ness later this month.

Developer Greystone unveiled its restoration efforts at Park Slope’s land-
marked bathhouse on Fourth Avenue on July 7.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It was huuuuuuge!
Lefty party people cel-

ebrated Independence Day 
early with a 1970s-themed 
“Impeachment Party” at the 
Longbow Pub and Pantry on 
July 2. The shindig sought 
to poke fun at a politically 
tense climate, but also high-
light what organizers see as 
the eerie similarities of Don-

ald Trump and Richard Nixon 
— who ultimately resigned 
over the Watergate scandal — 
said one party-thrower.

“Alarming threads of a 
narrative are being drawn to-
gether and we wanted at the 
very least to use Independence 
Day to highlight another sum-
mer that ended with the truth 
coming out,” said Bay Ridgite 
Rebecca Brodsky, with Fight 
Back Bay Ridge. “The polit-
ical atmosphere is so serious 

and we kind of wanted to have 
a fun community event and 
poke fun at Bay Ridge’s his-
tory, which is mostly associ-
ated with the ’70s.” 

Donald Trump’s presi-
dency has been clouded in 
controversy, with a criminal 
probe into whether Trump’s 
advisers colluded with the 
Russian government to un-
dermine the 2016 presiden-
tial election.

The get-together, which of-

fered themed fare including 
a “covfefe” burger, served as 
an outlet for progressives in 
a neighborhood stereotyped 
as a bastion of conservatism, 
said Brodsky.

“Bay Ridge is a compli-
cated place where it has a 
historically conservative 
feeling to it,” said Brodsky. 
“But there’s more and more 
of a progressive voice, and we 
were really happy to string 
those people together.”

‘Impeachment Party’ in Ridge
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 
which provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and 
mobile check deposit.

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over 
$100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more 
details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

HD

W
arning: Reading this 
column may have the 
same effect it had on 

the woman writing it. (I must 
have a Popsicle or Good Hu-
mor right now!)

It wasn’t always as easy as 
screaming (and going to the 
freezer, or deli). These things 
had to be invented, and I think 
we owe those stone-cold ge-
niuses a salute.

The Popsicle
If it weren’t for Frank Ep-

person, we wouldn’t have the 
Popsicle. And if it weren’t for 

his kids, we’d be licking Epsi-
cles, which sounds almost ob-
scene. Here’s the story.

One night in 1905, when 
Frank was 11, he left a glass 
filled with water, Kool-Aid 
(or its 1905 equivalent), and 
the stick he was stirring them 
with out on his porch. This 
was in Oakland, the Brook-
lyn of San Francisco.

You know how they say 
it’s always beautiful weather 
in California? Ha. The cup 
of sweetened water froze 
solid. 

Frank pulled it out by the 

stick and — well, I think 
you can tell where this is 
going.

He made these stick treats 
for his friends and, years 
later, he made them for his 
kids, too, calling them “Epsi-
cles” — a mashup of his name  
plus icicles. But his kids 
called them Pop’s Icles, be-
cause they were made by their 
pop. And they convinced him 
to change the name.

Epperson started selling 
the Popsicles at Neptune 
Beach, Oakland’s Coney Is-
land. So novel were they that 

they had to be described to the 
public as a “frozen lollipop,” 
or a “drink on a stick.” 

They took off. By May 
of ’23, a single stand at 
the real Coney Island (in 
the real Brooklyn) sold 

How the Popsicle got its name

8,000 in a day.
That same year, Epper-

son got a patent on his fro-
zen treat. But, debt press-
ing down, he quickly sold 
the patent to a guy named 
Joe Lowe — a decision Ep-
person later recognized as 
so epically awful that he is 
quoted as saying, “I haven’t 
been the same since.”

For his part, Lowe ex-
panded the business and, 
when the Depression hit, 
made the brilliant move 
of selling a two-stick Pop-
sicle for the same price — 
five cents — so two kids 
could (with some persuad-
ing, perhaps) break them 
in half and share them. In 
1986, the Popsicle company 
finally stopped selling dou-
bles, supposedly swayed by 
moms who complained they 
were too messy.

One has to wonder if that 
was truly the case, or if 50 
years after the Depression 
someone on staff pointed 
out: Why are we still sell-
ing two for one?

Anyway, now Popsicle is 
owned by Unilever, and Ep-
person is buried in the same 
California cemetery as an-
other food genius: Trader Vic, 
inventor of the Mai Tai. 

The Good 
Humor Bar

And what of the yin to the 
Popsicle’s yang: The Good 
Humor Bar? Well, it’s com-
plicated — and parallel.

In 1922, an Iowa school 
teacher patented the Eskimo 
Pie, a square of vanilla ice 
cream enrobed in a choco-
late shell (I love every word 
describing that pie).

At approximately the same 
time, in Youngstown, Ohio, 
Harry Burt invented a choco-
late coating that also enrobed 
a slab of vanilla ice cream. 
But when his daughter said 

it was too messy (kids seem 
essential to the confection in-
vention process), he inserted 
a stick. He called it the Good 
Humor Bar and started sell-
ing them from a fleet of 12 
trucks outfitted, originally, 
with the bells from his son’s 
bobsled.

Burt applied for a patent, 
but the officials in D.C. de-
murred, concerned his inven-
tion was too similar to the 
Eskimo Pie. Frustrated, Burt 
took a bucket of Good Hu-
mor bars to D.C. and passed 
them around the patent of-
fice to demonstrate the dif-
ference: His had a stick. Thus 
satisfied (or bribed, or just 
plain happy), the authorities 
gave him his patent.

Guess what happened 
next? Burt sued Lowe — the 
guy who bought the Popsicle 
company — for copyright in-
fringement. How dare Lowe 
sell something else frozen on 
a stick?

By 1925, the suit was set-
tled out of court and the deal 
was basically this: Popsicle 
could sell ice on a stick and 
Good Humor could sell ice 
cream. 

And sell they did. 
By the 1950s, there were 

2,000 Good Humor trucks 
plying the streets of subur-
bia. The Good Humor men 
(no women till 1967) were re-
quired to take a two-day class 
in ice cream etiquette, like, 
“Always tip your hat.” But 
by the ’70s, with gas prices, 
insurance, and competition 
(yes, I’m talking to you, Mis-
ter Softee) all going up, the 
company’s profits melted. 
Good Humor didn’t become 
profitable again till the ’80s, 
and by then, the bars were 
sold in stores, not streets.

Today, Good Humor is 
owned by Unilever, too. 
The bars are still delicious, 
but like Frank Epperson’s in-
vention, they are no longer a 
mom- and (wait for it!) Pop-
sicle business.

If you want that, cool off 
with some shaved ice from 
a cart.

Lenore Skenazy is found-
er of Free-Range Kids, a 
contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

By Lenore Skenazy

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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PIER 86, WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE

intrepidmuseum.org

VISIT THE INTREPID SEA, AIR & SPACE MUSEUM 
TO DISCOVER A LEGENDARY AIRCRAFT CARRIER, 
THE SPACE SHUTTLE ENTERPRISE, THE WORLD’S 
FASTEST JETS AND A GUIDED-MISSILE SUBMARINE.
LEARN MORE AT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG.

 

IMAGINATION 
TAKES FLIGHT
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THIS MONTH ON INTREPID

Open now through December 3
Explore the history of drone technology, 
from the earliest unmanned flying 
machines to advanced systems of 
the 21st century. A variety of drones, 
historical artifacts, model airplanes
and rare videos are on display. 
Free with Museum admission.

July 21, 7:30pm 
Hear pitches from (fictional) drone 
start-ups, and decide whether to 
invest. See whether your bet makes 
bank or leaves you broke. 
For ages 21+. Admission includes one drink 
ticket. Beer and wine available for purchase. 
$15 General / $12 Members.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS
Family Astronomy Night
July 14, 7:30pm
Learn about the James Webb Space 
Telescope from NASA astrophysicist 
Amber Straughn, and then stargaze 
on the flight deck. 
Free. Space is limited.

High-Flying Design
July 15 & 16, 11:00am
Make the perfect paper airplane while 
learning about the four forces of flight.
Free with admission. Register in advance.

NYC RESIDENTS! SAVE UP TO 40% ON ADMISSION*


