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The only crime he was guilty of is 
stealing our hearts.

A rogue raccoon that enthralled 
Clinton Hill residents on July 18 was 
killed hours after he scampered down 
Fulton Street and then rested on top of 
an air conditioner, attracting a crowd 
that hoped to catch a glimpse of the 
rubbish-eating rascal.

“You would have thought Beyonce 
was there because there was such a 
huge crowd of people taking photos,” 
said Lucas Booth, who works at Be-
ny’s Delice, a pastry shop on Fulton 
Street and Vanderbilt Avenue where 
the scamp camped out.

Booth noticed the animal on a 

bench near his bicycle around 7:30 
am, he said. Construction workers on 
a nearby site tried to help corral the 
creature into a cardboard box, but he 
quickly escaped, according to Booth, 
who said the critter was aggressive, 
but scared.

“He didn’t want anyone to come near 
him. If people came closer, he would 
stand on his hind legs and hiss,” he said. 
“He seemed pretty distressed.”

Officers from the 88th Precinct then 
arrived on the scene after being called 
about a raccoon chasing people up and 
down Fulton Street. Animal control fol-
lowed, and put the mammal into a cage 
to end the 90-minute ordeal.

But capturing the hissing bandit was 

Troublesome raccoon killed after 
attracting a crowd in Clinton Hill

CRITTER END 
This raccoon spotted on Fulton Street was the talk of Clinton Hill on 
the morning of July 18. Now, he’s dead.
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Brooklyn Paper

This case’s outcome goes far beyond 
the green space’s confines.

A judge’s ruling on whether Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s keepers are violating 
an agreement that restricts how much 
private development can be built in the 
green space could affect meadows across 
America, park advocates said.

“This will certainly have city-wide 
and country-wide implications,” said 
Geoffrey Croft, who heads watchdog 
group NYC Parks Advocates and runs 
the blog  A Walk in the Park . “If the 
judge rules in their favor, it would in-
centivize future development.”

An ongoing case between park hon-
chos and civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association in Manhattan Su-
preme Court will determine whether de-
velopers can build two residential towers 
planned for Pier 6. Justice Lucy Bill-
ings’s ruling will hinge on her decisions 
on whether  park heads are breaching a 
document that states they can only build 
as much housing as needed to pay for 
maintaining the meadow , and whether 
that document is legally binding in the 
first place.

Activists allege the park is flush with 
cash and doesn’t need to build 15- and 
28-story towers at the foot of Atlantic 
Avenue, but park officials say they need 
the money from the high-rises to pay for 
upkeep of the wooden piles holding the 
pier up over the East River, which are 
being devoured by wood-eating crus-
taceans called marine borers.

The way Billings interprets the  2006 
General Project Plan  will determine 
whether more housing can be built in 
the future — regardless of financial need 
— and set examples for other park build-
ers, according to activists.

Billings questioned whether the docu-
ment was legally binding during a stand-
ing-room-only June court appearance, 
pointing out the language “intention to 
only build what is necessary” walked 
a fine legal line. The Heights Associa-
tion’s attorney, Richard Ziegler, how-
ever, argued the document’s context and 
purpose, of laying out the park’s goals, 
made it binding. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park was paid for 
by city and state funds, but its upkeep is 

Activists: The Pier 6 ruling is bigger than Brooklyn Bridge Park

BATTLEFIELD BERTH

financed by private development in the 
form of property taxes on the residen-
tial, retail, and office spaces inside of it, 
which go directly into park coffers. 

Critics of the funding structure ar-
gue that privatizing public space is 
messy because politicians’ schmoozy 
relationships with profit-hungry devel-
opers subject the meadow to greed in-
stead of public interest. In fact, state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–Boerum Hill) 
— who opposes housing in the park — 
 raked in more than $65,000 from sup-
porters of it  for his 2013 Public Advo-
cate bid after giving up his veto power 
over development at Pier 6 and One John 
Street, according to Campaign Finance 
Board records.

And none of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is designated parkland protected by the 
state, making the meadow nothing more 
than a high-end development with a fancy 
front yard, according to Croft. 

“This is not a park, it’s a development 
corporation. The name says it all,” he 
said, referring to the greensward offi-
cially known as  Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation . “We don’t 

ask the public to buy fire engines and 
renovate police stations, but we allow 
these type of ridiculous funding schemes 
to infiltrate our parks.”

There is so much gray area in the 
public-private relationship, Croft said, 
that a ruling in favor of park honchos 
could give them the permission they 
need to build more if funds dry up in 
the future.

“When the piers deteriorate in a cou-
ple decades, it will be very costly and it 
is not unfathomable to think they would 
say, ‘Look we need another $100 mil-
lion,’ ” he said.  

James Yolles, a rep for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, said officials are not plan-
ning to build more high-rises besides 
those at Pier 6, answering an e-mail that 
questioned whether they will erect addi-
tional towers if the judge rules in their 
favor with “No.” 

But honchos have reversed their de-
cision on the subject in the past. They 
 originally planned for 740 units in the 
meadow , but then decided those would 
not generate enough money, and  added 
the Pier 6 towers to the park’s planned 

housing in February 2005 . Officials then 
increased the total housing to roughly 
1,120 units, based on information from 
a 2005 Environmental Impact State-
ment on how development would af-
fect the area.

If the two towers are allowed to rise, 
the park will have a total of 849 units 
spread out among its developments at 
One John Street, One Brooklyn Bridge, 
Pierhouse, and Pier 6.

Locals refuse to believe park offi-
cials will stop building if Pier 6 is al-
lowed to proceed, though, saying they 
have learned from the past. 

“In terms of their promises, every-
thing is broken,” said Judi Francis, pres-
ident of the Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund. “These people have ever 
said anything to demonstrate they be-
lieve parks are important.”

This year’s model
Other cities with unused waterfront 

space are exploring similar models that 
mix development with parkland. A Bos-
ton land conservation group wants to 
build a massive park along the city’s har-
bor and hired Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates — which designed Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — for the project. But the 
organization can’t foot the entire bill, 
and is looking for developers to fund 
it,  the Boston Globe reported .

And in San Francisco, officials are 
planning to transform an old gravel yard 
into  a huge mixed-use development  with 
a waterfront park, housing, retail, and 
commercial space.

Francis said officials in cities across 
the country will look to Justice Billings’s 
decision as a precedent for how much 
real estate can be crammed into public 
parks, arguing the outcome will have 
huge consequences for green spaces. 

“Every mayor across America will do 
the same thing if their words and prom-
ises mean nothing. And if the real estate 
lobby takes over in privatizing public 
land, there will never be another public 
park in America again,” she said. 

Roughly 4.5 million people visited 

NEWS ANALYSIS

A judge’s decision on the fate of two towers planned for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier 6 could affect green spaces nationwide, according 
to park advocates.
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See PARK  on page 13See CRITTER  on page 6

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A powerful Borough Park coun-
cilman announced on July 17 he 
will not seek re-election this No-
vember, apparently so he can hand-
pick his successor. 

Councilman David Greenfield 
(D–Borough Park) said he will 
not run for his seat later this year, 
but his decision came after a key 
July 13 deadline for Council cam-
paigns, and locked out candidates 
who might have run for the seat 

had they known the well-funded 
incumbent was stepping down. 

Instead, Greenfield assembled 
a “committee on vacancies” — 
which included his wife Dina along 
with four other appointees — that 
on July 18 named Kalman Yeger, a 
political ally mulling a challenge to 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay), to be his replace-
ment on the ballot.

Yeger could not be reached for 
comment by press time.

By removing the competition, 

Greenfield’s candidate will most 
likely win, and some good-gov-
ernment groups say that undercuts 
the democratic process.

“He’s putting in place a political 
ally that will continue to match his 
interests and philosophies with-
out the benefit of any real primary 
election,” said Dick Dadey, head 
of Citizens Union.

Greenfield was voted into of-
fice during a special election in 
March of 2010 after Councilman 
Simcha Felder stepped down.

Powerful councilman can handpick successor

Councilman David Green-
field will not run for re-elec-
tion, but will be able to pick 
his likely successor.
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Cannily-timed resignation raises some hackles

He subsequently was re-elected 
in November of that year, and 
again in 2013, and could have 
served one more term in office 
before term limits kicked in — 
and kicked him out.

Whoever his successor is could 
potentially be in office for two 
full terms until 2026 after run-

ON THE RADIO:

GOOD-GOV GURU 
CALLS HIM OUT 

SEE PAGE 13

ning virtually unopposed this year, 
detractors say.

“It’s a sneaky move,” said law-
yer and activist also-ran John 
O’Hara.

As of July 17, Greenfield’s only 
challenger to register candidacy 
with the city, David Mandel, had 
dropped out of the race, accord-
ing to Campaign Finance Board 
spokesman William Fowler.

In a statement, Greenfield, who 
is the chairman of the powerful 
Committee on Land Use, said he 
looks forward to serving impov-
erished New Yorkers in his new 
role as chief executive officer at 

the Metropolitan Council on Jew-
ish Poverty, which boasts more 
than $53 million in assets, accord-
ing to guidestar.org.

“I was humbled to be asked 
by the lay-leadership to serve as 
its next leader, subject to govern-
ment approval, and am excited 
about galvanizing this critically 
important organization to serve 
our city’s neediest for years to 
come,” Greenfield’s statement 
read.

Greenfield did not respond 
to requests for comment regard-
ing the timing of his announce-
ment.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t call it a catwalk!
Canine and couture lovers hit 

Park Slope on July 15 to watch 
primped pooches take the runway 
at a local bar’s pup-ular dog fash-
ion show, which organizers said 
was an unforgettable mix of ca-
maraderie and costumes. 

“My jaw still hurts from smil-
ing,” said Freddy’s Bar co-owner 
Donald O’Finn. “You put dogs and 
beer together with food and live 
music — I don’t think anything 
is better.” 

No less than 48 four-legged 
models strutted their stuff at the bar 
on Fifth Avenue between 17th and 

18th streets as part of its fourth-an-
nual Doggy Fashion Show, which 
attendees said was bigger and bet-
ter than ever this year.

“It was amazing,” said Erik Satre, 
whose poodle-mix Harley modeled 
a glittering pride-inspired getup. 
“More dogs, more costumes, more 
fun — and better prizes!”

The competition’s judges — not 
restricted to deliberating on typi-
cal categories like best swimsuit or 
talent — are free to give pooches 
prizes for any reason they choose, 

Canine chic!
Decked-out dogs bedazzle at 
Slope’s furriest fashion show

Shaggy modeled a sporty outfit perfect for skater pups on the go.

according to O’Finn, who said this 
year an award for “Best Catholic” 
was created to recognize a French 
Bulldog’s papal regalia. 

“The dogs are so spectacular 
that we really try to base the win-
ners on what we have in front of 
us,” he said.

Some owners begin planning 
for the event months in advance, 
but one Park Slope resident who 
dressed her golden-doodle, Moose, 

as a doctor said she waited un-
til the 11th-hour to put together 
the getup.

“I’ll be honest, it was very last 
minute,” said Kate Getzewich.

But Getzewich, an emergency 
room physician who said she franti-
cally grabbed hospital paraphernalia 
for her pup’s costume mere hours 
before the event, planned well in a 
pinch, and Moose earned a “Best in 
Show” award for her  look.  

Harley (left) modeled a sassy, pride-inspired look, while 
Peppa (right) wore a delicious hot dog costume.
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“

Repowering a century-old property for today’s economy takes a lot of 
hands. And dollars. More than $80 million was spent at Brooklyn-based 
firms who are part of rebuilding Industry City. Now that’s a comeback story 
made in Brooklyn, by Brooklyn.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development 
services, and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

Every day more people are coming 

to Industry City to share in what our 

neighborhood has to offer. After all, 

that’s why we moved here—to work  

and do better for our families.

MAURICIO MEDINA

Carpenter & Painter,  Industry City
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Live in a world 
where you 
never miss an 
outage alert.

To sign up for text  
alerts, text REG to 
OUTAGE (688243) and 
follow the prompts.*
conEd.com/TextAlerts

*Message and data rates may apply.

CARVER BANK
www.carverbank.com

*Offer is valid from July 10, 2017 through October 10, 2017, and you must be 18 years old at the time of the account opening. Carver 
Federal Savings Bank’s employees are not eligible to participate. This offer is available to new and existing Carver customers that  
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This match is not love-
love.

Tennis instructors without 
coaching permits are monop-
olizing a pair of prime courts 
in a small Fort Greene park 
by using the taxpayer-funded 
hardtops to give lessons, ac-
cording to local players who 
said the profit-seeking pros are 
wrecking their game.

“It’s a combination of et-
iquette on the courts, tying 
them up, and the principle 
that nobody should be making 
money off of them,” said Ga-
briele Schafer, a Fort Greene 
resident who plays at South 
Oxford Park with her husband 
five times a week. “I’m tired 
of going there and getting my 
blood pressure up.”

The Parks Department 
awards permits for coaches 
to teach at certain green spaces 
across New York City, includ-
ing the larger Fort Greene Park 
and Brownsville Tennis Cen-
ter, that typically have more 
than four courts. But South 
Oxford Park only has two — 
one for singles and one for dou-
bles — and is not a designated 
coaching site, said agency rep 
Maeri Ferguson.

The park, unlike its bigger 

The people’s courts
Locals cry foul over unauthorized tennis 
coaches hogging hardtops in Ft. Greene

counterparts, does not have 
an attendant to make sure in-
structors do not hog the facili-
ties. Sign-up sheets that allow 
players to reserve hour-long 
sessions are used instead, and 
coaches will arrive as early 
as 7 am in order to nab sev-
eral slots at a time for lessons, 
which have monopolized the 
courts for as many as six hours 
a day for the past three years, 
according to Schafer.

And even when she is able 
to play, the local said she shares 
the facilities with teachers and 
pupils who whack around 30 
balls back-and-forth between 
them, violating a Parks De-
partment rule that prohibits 
more than six on a court at 
a time.

“You spend half the time 
knocking their students’ 
balls back,” said Scha-
fer. “There are rules and 

no one follows them.”
South Oxford Park’s hard-

tops are also two of the few in 
Brooklyn where people can get 
away with playing without a 
permit, which costs $100. And 
Schafer, who owns one, said 
the greedy coaches prohibit 
people who can’t afford a pass 
from using the courts.

“They need to stay demo-
cratic,” she said. “People take 
advantage of the system.”

One coach who teaches on 
the courts admitted to break-
ing the rules, but said his fel-
low instructors do, too, and 
that he’s hardly the worst of-
fender.

“Other people are doing a 
lot more hours there than I 
am,” said Melvin Swanson.

Swanson declined to name 
any peers, but at least one 
other man was spotted teach-
ing youngsters on a visit to 
the site last week.

Schafer demanded the 
parks department address 
the situation, and provided 
the agency with documen-
tation showing instructors’ 
abuse of court policies, but 
said meadow honchos told her 
that enforcing the rules is dif-
ficult because violations like 
these happen everywhere.

“The issue you described 
occurs at tennis facilities in 
every borough, and is a diffi-
cult one to address effectively, 
since officers must observe 
the violation when it occurs 
and confirm that a fee is be-
ing charged,” said agency rep 
Deborah Zingale in a Septem-
ber 2016 e-mail.

Fort Greene residents Nick Fracaro and Gabriele 
Schafer are fed up with tennis coaches taking over 
the South Oxford Park courts.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a positive devel-
opment.

The city extended a deadline 
for Boerum Hill residents to 
submit comments on two mas-
sive towers planned for their 
neighborhood after elected of-
ficials demanded locals get 
more time to weigh in.

“Seven working days do not 
allow enough time for people 
who were not in attendance 
on June 28 to thoroughly re-
view the proposal and craft a 

written response,” said state 
Sen. Velmanette Montgomery 
(D–Boerum Hill), Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon (D–
Downtown), and Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum Hill) 
in a letter to the city pushing 
for the extension.

The deadline, set last month 
for July 10, was moved to July 
28, giving neighbors a full 
month to provide thoughts on 
how the Educational Construc-
tion Fund — the education de-
partment’s development arm 
that allows companies to bull-

doze old schools and build lux-
ury high-rises in their place as 
long as the buildings include 
new classrooms — should 
conduct a study on how  Al-
loy Development’s 74- and 
38-story towers  would affect 
the nabe. 

Plans for the high-rises — 
which would hold 900 apart-
ments and rise on a triangular 
lot bounded by Flatbush Ave-
nue, Third Avenue, and State 
Street — include building a 
350-seat elementary school 
and moving the already on-

Speak up, Boerum Hill!
City extends deadline for tower comments

site  Khalil Gibran Interna-
tional School  from its loca-
tion inside a crumbling Civil 
War-era building to a new fa-
cility.

The Educational Construc-
tion Fund will use comments 
to determine how to conduct 
its Environmental Impact 
Study, which residents at the 
June 28 hearing demanded ex-
pand from just 400 feet around 
the site’s perimeter to within 
a half-mile of it. 

Locals can submit their 
comments to Jennifer 
Maldonado, Educational 
Construction Fund, 30-30 
Thomson Avenue, Fourth 
Floor, Long Island City, NY 
11101, or e-mail khalilgi-
bran80flatbush@schools.
nyc.gov.
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TRANSPORTATION
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Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

A burglar broke into a 
Washington Avenue apart-
ment building and stole its 
laundry card machine on 
July 12.

The sneak entered by 
breaking the basement door 
of the residence near Greene 
Avenue around 1:53 am and 
ripped the machine — con-
taining an unknown amount 
of cash — off the wall. The 
thief then fled through the 
same door, hopped on a Citi 
Bike, and rode off, surveil-

lance video shows. 

Bus bash 
Two punks wearing ban-

dannas over their faces robbed 
a guy waiting for the bus at 
knifepoint on Fleet Walk on 
July 10.

The victim told police he 
was waiting at the B54 bus 
stop near Myrtle Avenue at 
1:20 am when he was ap-
proached by the bruisers, 
who had bandannas cover-
ing part of their faces. 

One of the baddies flashed 
a knife and took his backpack, 
while the other bandit acted as 
look out, a report said.

Thief rips out whole laundry card machine

Bag blitz
A cab driver drove away 

with a woman’s bag as she 
popped into a fish market on 
Myrtle Avenue on July 12.

The lady had paid the liv-
ery taxi driver his fee and told 
him to wait while she went 
into the market between Cler-
mont and Vanderbilt avenues. 

But when she exited the store, 
she discovered the snake had 
driven off with her bag — 
which contained her bank 
card, $180, and her driver’s 
license. 

She told police the driver 
knew her bag was in the back-
seat because she had told him, 
a report said. 

Attacked 
Cops cuffed a guy who 

allegedly dragged a woman 
across the ground after steal-
ing her phone and attacking 
her on Cumberland Street on 
July 15. 

The 15-year-old suspect 
followed the woman as she 
was walking between DeKalb 
and Lafayette avenues at 12:53 
am, hissed, “Give me your 
phone,” and grabbed her arm, 
she told police. 

He then punched her in the 
face, snatched her phone from 
her hand, and pushed her to the 
ground, dragging the woman 
by her pocketbook. The bag 
was strapped across the la-
dy’s body, cutting her as she 
was pulled, cops said. 

Slashed 
Police are searching for 

three brutes who they say 
cut a man on the side of the 
face with an unknown ob-
ject on Classon Avenue on 
July 13. 

The victim was walking 
towards Atlantic Avenue at 
9:45 am when the trio ap-
proached him and cut him 
after knocking him around, 
he told cops. 

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a 

woman’s bicycle she parked 
on Fifth Avenue on July 2.

The victim told police she 
locked her bike to a rack be-
tween 11th and 12th streets at 
2:45 pm, and returned 15 min-
utes later to find it gone.

Scratch that
Cops are hunting a 33-year-

old woman wanted for attack-
ing a man inside a Third Av-
enue residential building on 
July 1.

The victim told police he 
was arguing with the suspect 
in the building between Wyck-
off and Baltic streets at 6:13 
pm when the woman went bal-
listic, and began scratching 
and kicking him.

Broken window
Some jerk broke a win-

dow of a 74-year-old wom-
an’s Fourth Street home on 
June 30.

The victim told police she 
was watching television at her 
apartment between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues at 3 pm, 
when a large crack sounded in 
the room and she discovered a 
small hole in her window. 

The woman was unable to 
find the object that broke her 
window, cops said.

Cracked
A goon threw a rock 

through the window of an 
old lady’s 2002 Lexus on 
First Street on July 5.

The victim, 79, told po-
lice she was sleeping at 8 
am when the baddie hurled 
a rock through the window of 
her car parked between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues, shat-
tering it.

Sharp words
Cops busted a man for al-

legedly threatening to kill a 
23-year-old woman and her 
daughter inside a Wyckoff 
Street building on July 7.

The victim told police she 
was arguing with the suspect 
in the building between Nev-
ins Street and Third Avenue 
at 3:30 pm when he grabbed 
a knife and said he would 
slit her and her daughter’s 
throats.

The suspect, who is men-
tally ill, was arrested two days 
later, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Late-night visitor 
Cops are hunting for a 

creep who broke into a wom-

an’s Carroll Street apartment 
on July 14 and stole her laptop 
as she was sleeping.

The woman was snoozing 
in her residence by Clinton 
Street around 3:10 am when 
she was awoken by the bed-
room door opening. She saw 
a man, yelled “Get out!” and 
he fled, but not before taking 
her MacBook Air laptop, ac-
cording to a report. 

Clipped 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say tried to steal beauty prod-
ucts from a Smith Street store 
on July 17.

The suspect lifted a man-
icure kit and toe clipper 
from the drugstore by War-
ren Street at noon, according 
to a report.

Raced away 
A thief stole two laptops 

from a booth inside a car race 
on Imlay Street sometime 
overnight on July 16.

The victim told police he 
had locked up his MacBooks 
in a booth by Pioneer Street, 
but left the key in the lock. 
He returned the next day at 
7 am to find they had been 
taken, authorities said.

Food truck folly 
Police are searching for 

a punk who smashed a car 
window and stole an iPad 
mini from inside while its 
owner and his family went 
to grab food on Bay Street 
on July 16. 

The victim parked his car 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets to get lunch from a food 
truck at 12:25 pm, police said. 
Upon returning, he found his 
back window smashed and the 
Apple tablet gone, according 
to a report. — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Sucker punch
A brute bashed a good Sa-

maritan from behind on Third 
Avenue on July 15.

The victim told police he 
was trying to help someone 
who was in a fight with oth-
ers near 72nd Street at around 
4 am when he was suddenly 
struck from behind. He left 
the fight and went home, only 
to check into Lutheran Med-
ical Center a few hours later 
to get five stitches to his up-
per lip, police said.

The victim couldn’t offer 
a description of his attacker 
since he was struck from be-
hind, cops said. 

Stolen bases
A thief with an eye for col-

lector’s items stole $27,000 
worth of signed baseballs 
from a truck parked in a Fifth 
Avenue lot on July 12.

Authorities reported that 
the crook broke into the vehi-
cle near 85th Street and lifted 
two autographed baseballs — 
a Babe Ruth one valued at 
$25,000 and a Ted Williams 
ball estimated at $2,000. 

Jewelry jacking
Police arrested a man who 

they say broke into an Oving-
ton Avenue home on July 10 
and stole jewelry.

The man got in through the 
basement door near Stewart 
Avenue at around 7:30 pm and 
yanked a gold chain, Tiffany 
earrings, and a David Yurman 
necklace and bracelet while 
the victim was out running er-
rands, according to cops.

Minivan mistake
A car thief made off with a 

white minivan parked on Fort 
Hamiton Parkway on July 10, 
police said.

The crook stepped into the 
white 2008 Toyota Sienna left 
near 70th Street at around 7:30 
pm, cops said. The car had its 
keys in the ignition and win-
dows rolled down, allowing 
the robber to speed off with 
it just as the owner returned, 
police reported. 

— Jackson Chen
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

A Council candidate owns 
properties listed among the 
city’s 250 most worst-main-
tained buildings — in the dis-
trict he wants to represent.

Delvis Valdes, who has 
thrown his hat into the running 
for the 38th-District Council 
seat of Sunset Park and Red 
Hook, owns buildings through 
the Delerimar Realty Corp. 
with a slew of hazardous vi-
olations that have landed his 
properties in the city’s spe-
cial enforcement program for 
three years in a row, accord-
ing to city records.

The perilous conditions 
include an illicit gas hook-up, 
unsafe electrical wiring, and 
performing repairs without per-
mits, Department of Building 
records show.

It is upsetting behavior that 
puts his would-be constituents 
at risk, said a tenant organizer 
counseling residents living in 
the properties.

“It’s very disheartening to 
me that someone treats their 
tenants this way,” said Mar-
cela Mitaynes, with Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, a Sunset 
Park-based tenant-advocacy 
group. “Nobody should have 
to live under these conditions 
and have to go through these 
obstacles. It’s not fair.”

Department of Building re-
cords list Valdes as the presi-
dent of the Sunset Park-based 

Delerimar Realty Corp. and 
have him and the reality group 
as the owners of four apart-
ment buildings that have been 
 listed with the city’s Hous-
ing Preservation and De-
velopment’s alternative en-
forcement program  — which 
annually designates 250 prop-
erties with outstanding vio-
lations that endanger tenants 
with the goal of pressuring 
landlords to make repairs.

Delerimar Realty Corp. ac-
quired the properties along 
Fourth Avenue between 63rd 
and 64th streets in 2010, ac-
cording to Department of Fi-
nance records.

Since then, one building 
was listed on the alternative 
enforcement program in 2015, 
a pair of properties in 2016, 
and the program’s 2017 list re-
leased in January included a 
building owned by Delerimar, 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment records show.

It has been a struggle for 
some living in the buildings, 
said one long-time tenant.

“We had to go to the bath-
room with an umbrella for a 
while because every time 
the people above us flushed 
the toilet water would come 
down,” said Zoraida Brown, 
who has lived at 375 64th St. 
in Sunset Park for 43 years. “It 
was not difficult to get things 
before, now when I need some-
thing fixed it’s really hard to 
get it done. I don’t feel safe 

Council candidate on city’s ‘bad landlord’ list
here, but I can’t afford to live 
somewhere else.”

The building also has a ro-
dent and insect problem so 
bad that Brown and her fam-
ily pack their food in plastic 
bags suspended on a hook in 
the kitchen wall to keep it out 
of reach of vermin, according 
to Brown’s daughter.

“There is mice poop every-
where, we can’t keep the place 
clean. It’s nasty. I have food 
hanging in the bags to try and 
keep the mice and water bugs 
away,” said Brown’s daugh-
ter, the mother of a 4-year-old 
son and 6-year-old daughter 

who asked not to be named. 
“It’s very frustrating — I can 
feel my blood pressure going 
up thinking about it.”

Valdes maintains that he 
and his colleagues are fever-
ishly working to correct the 
outstanding violations, but 
claims he is being thwarted 
by uncooperative tenants.

“We’re removing the vi-
olations. Every single day 
we’re removing violations,” 
said Valdes, who believes he 
is being targeted by Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors because he 
opposed a library redevelop-
ment project helmed by the 

group’s parent company.  
“It’s difficult sometimes to 

work with tenants who don’t 
give access. They’re quick to 
open the door for inspectors 
to show them the problem, but 
not for fixing an issue. It seems 
they want to be perpetually 
complaining about problems 
and don’t want to provide a 
chance for us to fix it.”

In fact, the property listed 
on the 2017 alternative enforce-
ment program was removed on 
May 17 after Delerimar made 
repairs. But the other three 
Fourth Avenue properties 
remain in the program, have 

racked up more than $71,000 
in fees for emergency repairs 
and inspections, and have 287 
open violations between them 
— down from a total of 461 
violations when the buildings 
first entered it, according to a 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment spokeswoman.

Valdes stressed that he 
wants to work with tenants 
and comply with the law, but 
repairing the buildings is a 
daunting task and Delerimar 
does what it can, he said.

“We want to be a team with 
the tenants. I have a staff of 
three people over here to get 

access to units, and correcting 
things takes time,” said Valdes. 
“There are always a few ten-
ants that will be disgruntled. 
In general, we provide a de-
cent service, we maintain our 
units, 90 percent of our ten-
ants are content.”

Valdes is challenging in-
cumbent Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca in the September 
Democratic Party primary.

The councilman, who has 
been in conversation with 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
regarding some of Valdes’s 
properties, condemned his 
challenger’s actions, but his 

office did not return calls for 
comment on whether he has 
pushed city agencies to ad-
dress violations.

It is puzzling how someone 
with a track record of skirt-
ing city regulations is run-
ning for Council, said an-
other tenant.

“I can’t believe a person like 
this is running for city coun-
cil,” said Fabiola Carranza, an-
other tenant in Brown’s build-
ing who says plumbing work 
caused a hole in her kitchen 
that allowed rodents in her 
home. 
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on Museum admission*
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PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

DISPLAYS AND PRESENTATIONS

FREE MOVIE ON THE FLIGHT DECK

HARLEM WEEK HACKATHON

FREE FAMILY ASTRONOMY NIGHT

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES

HIDDEN FIGURES SCREENING

VISIT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/SPACE FOR MORE INFO.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

not easy, according to an of-
ficer at the scene.

“It was fighting with an-
imal control. Obviously, no 
one wants to be put in a cage,” 
said officer Cat Calambas 
(and, no, we are not making 
that up).

The raccoon was taken 
to the Animal Care Center 
in East New York, where he 
was euthanized, according to 
a spokeswoman.

Booth, who is British, had 
never seen a raccoon — which 
are native to North America 
— before that day, and ex-
pressed condolences for the 

mammal when informed 
about his death.

“I’m sure they had a rea-
son, but it’s unfortunate he 
just couldn’t be returned to 
the wild,” Booth said. “Poor 
raccoon.” 

This isn’t the first time that 
a city critter met its demise at 
the hands of officials —  fed-
eral agents slaughtered more 
than 250 geese and their ba-
bies in Prospect Park  in 2010 
as part of an effort to reduce 
a waterfowl population the 
government ruled dangerous 
to planes taking off and land-
ing at Kennedy and LaGuar-
dia airports.

Continued from page 1

CRITTER...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This plan is a bunch of 
garbage.

The city is spending mil-
lions of dollars to keep rats 
in Bushwick and Bedford-
Stuyvesant away from the 
tasty trash they feed on by 
installing new rodent-resis-
tant rubbish bins and increas-
ing garbage pickups, two tac-
tics that local exterminators 
said will go a long way in van-
quishing the vermin.

“The big thing about 
controlling rats is eliminat-
ing food sources and places 
where they can shelter,” said 
Walid Smith, owner of Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant–based A-
List Exterminator. “Man-
aging trash is a big step in 
the right direction.”

Mayor DeBlasio announced 
the city’s $32-million rat-re-
duction plan, which aims to 
reduce the rodent popula-
tion in select neighborhoods 
across the five boroughs by 
70 percent, at a July 12 press 
conference. Bushwick and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant are in-
cluded because residents of 
the densely-packed nabes pro-
duce enough garbage to cause 
persistent infestations, said a 
Department of Health rep.

And the continuing devel-
opment in Bushwick has led 
to an uptick in rodent-related 

Spends millions to fi ght rodents with new trash policy

WAR ON RATS

City takes aim at vermin

Relatives of this rat, which was photographed out-
side a Brooklyn subway station, that live in Bushwick 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant are being targeted as part 
of Mayor DeBlasio’s $32-million plan to reduce ro-
dent populations in select neighborhoods.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 J
ul

ie
 J

ac
o

b
so

n

complaints, said Community 
Board 4’s Chairwoman, be-
cause rats tend to invade 
homes when construction dis-
places them from theirs.  

“Given the increase in con-
struction in the neighborhood, 
the rat population has inevi-
tably grown, leading to more 
complaints and general qual-
ity of life concerns,” said Ju-
lie Dent.

The mayor’s scheme calls 

for replacing most of the city’s 
current wire wastebaskets 
with steel rubbish bins or 
solar-powered compactors 
with mailbox-style lids. It 
also will increase pickups of 
trash from residential build-
ings and public bins in tar-
geted neighborhoods start-
ing in August, and continue 
already-in-place daily rub-
bish removal from all parks 
in those nabes.

And, as part of the plan, city 
housing complexes with dirt-
floor basements will have new 
concrete flooring installed to 
prevent rats from burrowing 
into the buildings.

Hizzoner said he will 
crackdown on residen-
tial building owners in the 
scheme by introducing legis-
lation that cuts the amount of 
time they can leave trash on 
the sidewalk. The law would 
require landlords of proper-
ties with 10 or more units to 
place garbage curbside after 
4 am on collection days, in-
stead of after 4 pm the day 
before it’s collected as cur-
rently allowed, limiting ro-
dents’ ability to feast on the 
festering rubbish.

Experts critical of the may-
or’s plan said it does not go far 
enough, and that nothing short 
of daily, borough-wide trash 
removal will relieve Brooklyn 
of its furry freeloaders.

“There’s too much gar-
bage and not enough pickup,” 
said James Molluso of Ma-
rine Park’s Northeastern Ex-
terminating. “The city needs 
to do some sort of 24-hour 
garbage pickup for this to 
work.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a pack rat!
A Brooklyn extermina-

tor solved the mystery of a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant woman’s 
missing mail on July 13 when 
he discovered a rat’s nest con-
taining two months’ worth of 
lost letters beneath his client’s 
brownstone’s stairs.

“She thought it was the 
post office’s fault, and was 
complaining to them,” 
said rodent slayer James 
Molluso, of Northeastern 

Wild
 Brooklyn

But beware this squeak thief!
Exterminator: Rodent stole woman’s mail for months

Exterminating.
The exterminator found 

some 35 unopened bills and 
other dispatches in the rat’s 
abode beneath the wom-
an’s home on Halsey Street 
near Bedford Avenue. The 
mail was easy pickings for 
the bewhiskered bandit that 
Molluso dubbed “Mail Rat,” 
which would snatch it from 
the stairway’s landing, where 
a postal worker tossed letters 
instead of using the mailbox, 
he said.

Rats build their nests with 

all sorts of household objects, 
said Molluso, who has found 
such random junk as baby 
toys and pill bottles in ver-
mins’ pads.

“It wasn’t a surprise to me, 
you see all kinds of stuff,” he 
said. “Pretty much anything 
they find.”

The rat, unfortunately, 
paid the ultimate price for 
its crime, as Molluso laid 
bait traps that he said would 
kill it in days.

The exterminator’s client 
declined to comment.

Exterminator James Mol-
luso solved the mystery 
of a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
woman’s missing mail.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Call it an exercise in sta-
bility. 

Tenants of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Hospital apartment 
complex in Crown Heights 
cheered a deal announced on 
July 18 that stabilized the rents 
of 600 units, giving hundreds 
of occupants secure homes for 
the next three decades, ac-
cording to residents.

“This enables me to stay 
in one place, to become in-
volved in the community, 
and to bond with a specific 
neighborhood,” said 27-year-
old tenant Alexandra Lotero. 
“It means I get to keep a sta-
ble home.”

The agreement followed 
more than two years of nego-
tiations between landlord Alma 
Realty, the DeBlasio admin-
istration, and local politicians 
including Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo (D–Crown Heights) 
and Assemblyman Walter 
Mosley (D–Crown Heights). 
It gives Alma a tax exemption 
in return for offering benefits 
that include guaranteed lease 

‘Crowning’ achievement
Deal brings 600 rent-regulated units to Crown Heights

renewals and modest rent in-
creases at five of the complex’s 
six buildings.

The landlord first applied 
for the exemption roughly a 
decade ago and had offered 
tenants similar benefits in an-
ticipation of that deal, which 

was never reached because 
the city rejected its applica-
tion, a rep said.

Alma tried to raise rents to 
market rates in 2014 after fail-
ing to gain the tax break, but 
tenants organized in opposi-
tion and the landlord agreed 

to keep rate increases in line 
with those laid out by the city’s 
rent guidelines board as it re-
applied for the exemption, ac-
cording to the rep, who said 
all rent benefits would have 
been killed if the latest deal 
did not go through.

The agreement stabilizes 
current tenants’ rents regard-
less of how much they make, 
but new renters will be subject 
to income restrictions.

Cumbo, who was criticized 
for her  late condemnation of 
a plan to bring luxury hous-
ing to the neighborhood’s pub-
licly-owned armory  and faces 
a contested primary in Sep-
tember, hailed the achieve-
ment as a victory against gen-
trification.

“Gentrification cannot take 
root when we work together as 
a community,” she said.

A still-in-progress mort-
gage deal will prevent resi-
dents of the complex’s sixth 
building from receiving stabi-
lization benefits for the time 
being, but the landlord expects 
its lender will consent to the 
regulatory agreement, said 
spokesman Nick Conway.

Tenant Alexandra Lotero said the deal between the 
city and Alma Realty to stabilize the rents of 600 
units in Crown Heights would drive residents to be-
come more invested in the community.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A
ll roads lead to Brooklyn — whether 
you like it or not!

A Crown Heights cabaret performer 
will launch a humorous, sing-along single 
about the forces of gentrification at National 
Sawdust on July 26. Natti Vogel’s song “We 
All Move to Brooklyn,” from his upcoming 
album “Serving Body,” offers his cheeky take 
on the frightening, seemingly inevitable eco-
nomic forces that have swept artists — in-
cluding Vogel himself — into the borough 
of Kings over the last few years.

“There’s no way around it, it’s a scary, 
awkward trend that feels inhuman and feels 
disrespectful of the self and of the other. 
There’s no cute spin to gentrification,” said 
Vogel, who moved to Crown Heights six 
years ago. “I do a big eye-roll every time I 
see an article in a paper, magazine, or news 
segment that’s like ‘Come to Brooklyn’s 
new artisanal cheese shop’ or every time I 
see a show about Brooklyn, or some song 
about Brooklyn that’s glamorized how fun 
and artsy, and how hip and raw and how 
cool it is, and it just feels like throwing ic-
ing on a big turd cake of reality.”

Vogel wrote “We All Move to Brooklyn” 
while living on the distant isle of Manhat-
tan. But now that he has succumbed to the 
siren call of Kings County, he feels obli-
gated to use his talents to record the trend 
that brought him here. 

“I wrote this song several years go when 
I was still in college and I had kind of tried 
to stick it out in Manhattan. I found all 
sorts of crazy deals and tried to game the 
system basically to stay, and at some point 
I gave in to gravity and moved to Brook-
lyn,” said Vogel. “And I just think my role 
as an artist is to comment on society as 
it’s happening.”

Vogel’s favorite part of living in the bor-
ough of churches is just the fact that it has 
not yet fallen to the moneyed forces that 
have conquered Manhattan, he said.

“I could say I like the gorgeous brown-
stones, or I like the statue of Ulysses S. 
Grant outside of my window — all that stuff 
is really interesting, but fundamentally I 
guess what makes living in Brooklyn the 
most vital is [that] so much of Manhattan 
has already been taken over completely by 
commerce, by bankers, and lawyers and 
finance people,” said Vogel.

The single release concert will offer more 
than a bleak economic forecast, said Vo-
gel — it will also have his signature hu-
mor, songs about dating, and hope for the 
future.

“I hope people enjoy this song and the 
live show, my live shows are always really 
fun and interactive and people leave re-
ally energized and leave happy,” said Vo-
gel. “And I hope the song itself provides 
catharsis for anyone who likes living in 
this imperfect world and trying to make 
something nice out of it.”

Jokes & junk

They’re all bit parts!
Fifty female comedians will crack jokes about 

their junk at the Bell House on July 23, for the 
comedy show “50 Lady Bits.” The organizers 
of the private part punchline-up say they were 
inspired to create the show after comedienne 
and talk show host Iliza Shlesinger criticized 
other female stand-ups for making too many 
jokes about their vaginas. The incident caused 
an uproar in the comic community, but lit a light 
bulb for hosts Halle Kiefer and Sachi Ezura 
(pictured), the creator of the annual “50 First 
Jokes” New Year’s Day joke marathon.

The show is not meant as an attack on Sh-
lesinger, said Ezura — instead, it is a light-
hearted opportunity to change the way peo-
ple view women in comedy and the kind of 
jokes they tell.

“I’m a big fan of Iliza’s comedy, and we re-
ally wanted to show that there’s nothing wrong 
with making jokes about our bodies and sexu-
ality,” said Ezura.

Each of the 50 comics will get two minutes to 
share her routine about the female experience, 
using musical performances, short sketches, or a 
variety of comedy styles. Some comics might lit-
erally reference their vaginas, while others might 
just talk about their dating lives, said Ezura.

“I’m sure some are going to be raunchy and 
some people will be clean — personally I take it 
as a fun assignment to see what they do with it 
— but it’s not a show for the faint of heart,” said 
Ezura. “It’s definitely going to be sex-positive 
and trans-inclusive and poke fun at the idea of 
what female comics can talk about.”

The Williamsburg comedienne hopes that the 
night will help women to talk about sex on stage 
with the same freedom as male comics.

“De-stigmatizing women talking about sex 
is important to me, a lot of kinds of women are 
scared to talk about being sexual and there’s 
a lot of stigma around vagina in general,” she 
said. “Guys have been talking about their dicks 
on stage for decades, but it’s still a worry with 
what we have going on in our underpants.” 

All proceeds from the event will go to Planned 
Parenthood.

“50 Lady Bits” at Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. July 23 at 8 pm. $15. 

 — Alexandra Simon

C O M E DY

Word’s pick: “Chemistry” by Weike 
Wang

“Chemistry” just might be one of the best 
novels of the year. Wang has taken the typi-

cal struggling post-grad, 
coming-of-age novel and 
laughed in its face. The 
story of a Ph.D. candidate 
in chemistry navigating 
family, romance, depres-
sion, and dog ownership 
is briskly and boldly told. 
A wonderful debut that is 
as curious, scathing, and 
increasingly wise as its 
unnamed narrator.

— Hannah Oliver 
Depp, Word [126 Frank-

lin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Boundless” by Jillian Tamaki

Award-winning cartoonist Jillian Tamaki col-
lects nine short stories in “Boundless,” a book 
that takes us to the edge 
and strands us there. It in-
troduces us to Jenny and 
1.Jenny, her mirror-Fa-
cebook counterpart; to 
Helen, who dwindles 
until she is as small and 
light as a dust mote; and 
to a world where a sci-
ence fiction B-movie is 
the metric used to mea-
sure relationships. Tamaki layers the multiplic-
ity of the interior world with the turmoil of the 
outer; portraying virtual life as both menace and 
marvel; and using words and images in ways 
that are at turns tender and strange.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Sot-Weed Factor” by John Barth

John Barth’s 1960 novel is a post-modern farce 
masquerading as a baroque adventure novel in the 

style of Jonathan Swift. 
Very loosely based on the 
real-life poet Ebenezer 
Cooke, Barth’s cunning 
satire of class and Amer-
ican myth-making casts 
the young Ebenezer as a 
profligate social climber 
with a charmingly fool-
ish bent, somewhere be-
tween Barry Lyndon and 
Don Quixote. His misad-
ventures and speculations 
paint a vivid, absurdist 

tableaux of an inverted world uncannily simi-
lar to our own.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

S
ail down to Dumbo!

The final stop on the 
South Brooklyn Line is 

Dumbo. With its giant ware-
houses, high architectural 
arches, and the ever-looming 
shade of the bridge it takes its 
name from, the Down Under 
Manhattan Bridge Overpass 
neighborhood is unlike any 
other in the city. The develop-
ment of recent years has turned 
it into one of the classiest and 
also quirkiest spots for a day 
out. Dumbo is like that extrava-
gant single aunt who wears all 
the jewelry she owns at once, 
and she knows her way around 
a wine bar!

Lucky for us, all of Dum-

bo’s treasures are right by the 
water. As soon as you disem-
bark, you will discover a kooky 
piece of experimental art just to 
your right — Anish Kapoor’s 
“Descension,” which recreates 
a rumbling whirlpool of roaring 
water in the middle of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier One. 

When you break free from 

the pool’s hypnotic hold, it is 
time to cool off with a scoop 
from the renowned Brooklyn 
Ice Cream Factory (1 Water 
St. at Old Fulton Street). 

For more substantial fare, 
the Buzz Bar awaits you out-
side the ice cream spot, offer-
ing lobster rolls, pints of beer, 
and seats in the sun. And for a 
more formal dinner ( or break-
fast ) experience, the River Café 
next door is a highlight, offer-
ing elaborate modern American 
cuisine in a stunning, literally 
“on the water” setting.

After eating, wander along 
Water Street and pass under 
the Brooklyn Bridge. You will 
quickly reach a curious struc-
ture of red brick arches and 
vegetation known as the Max 
Family Garden, which shares 

space with the theater St. Ann’s 
Warehouse (45 Water St. at Old 
Fulton Street). Stroll through 
the garden and you return to the 
beautiful waterfront — and the 
world famous Jane’s Carou-
sel. The gigantic, glitzy merry-
go-round is a real hotspot for 
couples getting hitched — seri-
ously, it is hard to walk through 
the area without photo-bomb-
ing a bridal shoot or two!

Then keep walking down 
Water street until you reach 
the mammoth Archway Under 
the Manhattan Bridge (Water 
Street between Adams Street 
and Anchorage Place), a pub-
lic plaza devoted to fun, rain 
or shine. Grab a drink from 
the  Archway Lighthouse  bar 
(Wed–Sun, noon–10 pm), and, 
on Thursday nights, groove to 
tunes from the  Live at the Arch-
way music series . This week, 
steel drum ensemble Jah Pan 
rocks the Arch at 6 pm.

New York City Ferry in 
Dumbo (Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier One, Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in 
Dumbo, www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 
per trip.

Moving to music!
Cabaret singer releases an anthem about relocation

Location, location, location: Songwriter and cabaret performer Natti Vogel will belt out his song about gentrification, 
“We All Move to Brooklyn,” in the middle of Williamsburg, the borough’s highest-rent neighborhood, on July 26.
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Going down under
Take a ferry trip down to Dumbo

FERRY TALES

“We All Move to Brook-
lyn” at National Saw-
dust (80 N. Sixth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, www.nation-
alsawdust.org). July 26 
at 10 pm. $25 ($20 in 
advance).

M U S I C

Public art: (Pictured top to bottom) Anish Kapoor’s 
hypnotic “Descension” swirls on Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier One, a few stops from the New York City ferry stop. 
And pay a visit to the glitzy Jane’s Carousel, which is a 
hotspot for wedding photos.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 21

Union rules
Beloved Park Slope 
bar, venue, and 
bocce spot Union 
Hall has been closed 
since a fire burned up 
its attic in March, but 
the repaired, 
revamped, and 
redecorated space 
re-opens this after-
noon! The opening 
party will feature $3 
pints of Sixpoint 
beer, music from DJ 
Taela Naomi, special 
giveaways, and free 
karaoke kicking off at 
midnight.

1 pm–2 am at Union Hall 
[702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, unionhallny.com]. 
Free.

SATURDAY
July 23

Water ball
Party like Poseidon at 
the Grand Neptune 
Ball! This fund-raiser 
on board the Water-
front Museum Barge 
will feature big band 
music from Steve 
Oates and the Zac 
Greenberg Quartet, 
cocktails from local 
distillers Van Brunt 
Stillhouse and Widow 
Jane, hors d’oeuvres, 
and folks dressed in 
their maritime best.

8 pm Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. 
near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. $50.

MONDAY
July 24

Tasty Cenac 
Fort Greene come-
dian Wyatt Cenac’s 
show “Night Train” 
has been running each 
Monday since 2012, 
and there is a reason 
for its longevity — it’s 
excellent! Tonight’s 
show welcomes Satur-
day Night Live’s 
Melissa Villasenor, 
along with a mixed 
group of established 
and up-and-coming 
stand-ups from 
around the world.

8 pm at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $8 ($5 in 
advance).

TUESDAY
July 25

Toon in
Before Disney hit it 
big with his cartoon 
mouse, Brooklyn was 
the center of the ani-
mation world! Learn 
about the borough’s 
historic moving pic-
tures industry at 
tonight’s panel “The 
Amazing and Incredi-
ble History and 
Future of Brooklyn 
Animation,” and see 
some clips of home-
grown cartoons like 
“Betty Boop” and 
“Gertie the Dino-
saur.”

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.
org. $5.

THURSDAY
July 27

Toon out
You’ve learned about 
the past and future of 
animation in Brooklyn 
— now catch the 
present! You can see 
cartoons under the 
stars at this Rooftop 
Films screening of 13 
short animated films 
featuring unicorns, 
octopi, and a wizard 
with a robot best 
friend (“Sloof’s Super-
shop,” pictured). The 
cartoons will be fol-
lowed by a discussion 
with the filmmakers 
and an after-party.

8 pm at Courtyard 5-6 of 
Industry City [Second 
Avenue between 34th and 
35th streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfilms.com. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, AMADOU & MARIAM, 

INNOV GNAWA, AHMED GALLAB: 
Part of the annual outdoor Celebrate 
Brooklyn! festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAESAR”: The Gal-
lery Players present their rendition 
of Shakespeare’s tragedy. $25 ($20 
kids, seniors). 7:30 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA QUEEN OF 
THE DESERT”: Piper Theatre Com-
pany presents a fabulous, gender-
bending musical based on the hit 
movie. Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, SWIMM: $8. 8 pm. Threes 
Brewing [333 Douglass St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 522–2110], www.threes-
brewing.com. 

FILM, SUNDANCE SHORT FILMS: A 
free screening of highlights from 
Sundance 2017. Free. 8 pm. Metro 
Tech Commons [5 MetroTech Center 
at Bridge Street in Downtown, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

DANCE, FIRST LOOK 2017: Brooklyn 
Ballet presents a night of work by 
emerging and established choreog-
raphers. $15. 8 pm. The Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown, (718) 246–0146], brook-
lynballet.org. 

MUSIC, HAUNTING RENDITIONS 
LIVE: Comedian and vocalist Eliot 
Glazer turns terrible songs into 
sweeping ballads, and chats with 
Saturday Night Live’s Taran Killam 
and actress Marina Franklin. $15. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, DRUNK EDUCATION GETS 
EMOTIONAL: Drunk experts use 
PowerPoints to pay track-by-track 
tribute to Carly Rae Jepsen’s the 
classic 2015 album “Emotion.” $10. 
9 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus), www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “QUEENS OF FILTH”: 
Drag collective LadyQueen brings 
together passion, love, and fi lth to 
honor one of the greatest american 
directors of all time, John Waters! 
$15. 10 pm. Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 22
THEATER, “ODDITY”: A transgender 

man is brought to a secret Victorian–
Era medical facility to investigate a 
series of murders and body mutila-
tions. Part of the Brick’s Trans The-
atre Festival. $20. 2 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND TALENT 
SHOW: The eighth-annual talent 
show returns to Coney Island! Hope-
fuls of all ages show off their songs, 
dances, and performances to win 
$2,000 in cash prizes. Free. 4–8 pm. 
(1025 Boardwalk at Denos D. Vour-
deris Place in Coney Island), www.
coneyislandtalentshow.com. 

THEATER, A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
STEAM: Experience Shakespeare-
in-the-spa with this evening of live 
Shakespeare and music, plus mid-
summer cocktails enjoyed along 
with the soaking pool, sauna, and 
steam room. Bring a bathing suit. 
$50 ($40 in advance). 6 pm. CityWell 
Brooklyn [496 President St. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins Street in 
Gowanus, (347) 294–0100], www.
citywellbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MASHROU’ LEILA, DAWN OF 
MIDI, DJ KHATIR: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brooklyn! festi-
val. Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JULY 21

MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22

MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: $69–$190. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23

MUSIC, KENDRICK LAMAR: $103–

$652. 7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 27

MUSIC, G-DRAGON: $100–$637. 

9 pm.

FRI, JULY 28

MUSIC, QUEEN AND ADAM LAM-

BERT: $49–$505. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 29

SPORTS, ADRIAN BRONER VS. 

MIKEY GARCIA: $82–$505. 

Time tba.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

What a sell-out: After his first show at Barclays Center sold 
out, rapper Kendrick Lamar added a second on June 23, and 
a few tickets are still available!
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
his ain’t your kids’ puppet 
show.

A musical puppet perfor-
mance that follows the metaphysi-
cal journey of a suicidal gay teenager 
will belt out its tunes at the Park Slope 
gay bar Excelsior on July 27. And 
though “Anthropomorphic” dives 
into an occult world of human-in-
sect hybrids, it is a deeply personal 
show rooted in first-hand experience, 
said its creator.

“It tells my struggles and my sto-
ries as a kid growing up in a con-
servative family in South Carolina,” 
said Timothy Young, of Park Slope’s 
Puppetry Arts. “I was on the brink 
of suicide, but I was able to confront 
my demons — so I took my story 
a step further. One thing I learned 
from that is that I am someone to 
be loved. Everyone is someone to 
be loved, and I hope that message 
comes across in the show.”

The performance uses Japanese-
style bunraku puppetry and shadow 
puppets to tell the story of Wesley, a 
bullied gay teen who is driven to sui-
cide. The show largely takes place in 
an otherworldly, Purgatory-like space, 
where Wesley embarks on a journey 
of self-discovery, encountering a curi-
ous cast of characters including sing-
ing scorpions, spiders, and crickets. 
Despite the unusual trappings, at its 
core is a relatable story about convic-
tion and family, said Young.

“This is a story about faith. A story 
about the love between a mother and 
a son and her hard-line Christian val-
ues that are wrongly used to judge 
someone,” said the Park Slope pup-
peteer. “His only escape is taking his 
life, so in the purgatory of his mind 
is where the story takes place.” 

The provocative puppet show also 
includes odes to a variety of religious 
texts and historical eras in order to 
celebrate diversity, he said. 

“I incorporate women’s right, gay 
rights. I infused the Koran, the Torah 
in dialogue and songs,” said Young. 
“It is a strong American story.” 

Young has performed the show 
once a year for almost a decade, 
changing and adapting it with each 
performance, he said. 

For those familiar with Puppetry 
Arts — and its signature character, 

fuzzy feline character  Tuffy Tiger  
— the mature content of “Anthro-
pomorphic” might come as a shock, 
but the show is perfectly in line with 
the group’s mission to share the art 

of puppetry with the masses — in-
cluding toddlers, teens, or over-21 
bar patrons, said Young. 

“It’s a departure from what many 
parents are aware of, but it’s not a 

departure from our mission. ‘An-
thropomorphic’ is for our other au-
dience that we don’t want to neglect,” 
said Young.

String a different tune
Gay puppet musical comes to Park Slope

“Anthropomorphic” at Excelsior 
Bar (563 Fifth Ave. between 15th 
and 16th streets in Park Slope, 
www.puppetryarts.org/anthropo-
morphic). July 27 at 8 pm. Free.

M U S I CA L

Bugging out: Tim Young, right, holds two of the stars of his insectoid puppet musical “Anthropo-
morphic,” playing in Park Slope on June 27.
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By Bill Kopp
for Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s no Kenny G! 

At a concert next week, 
a Williamsburg saxophon-

ist will employ the circular 
breathing method that pop 
star Kenny G famously used 
to hold an E-flat note for 45 
minutes. But Jonah Parzen-
Johnson, opening for Tigue at 
Union Pool on July 27, does 
more than hold a single note — 
while he plays he creates hyp-
notic soundcapes, manipulat-
ing analog synthesizers with his 
feet to create lush, deeply tex-
tured music that is more than 
the sum of its parts.

“The idea behind my setup 
is to directly interact with the 
sax, but not alter its tone,” said 
Parzen-Johnson. “I’m playing 
the saxophone, and the saxo-
phone is playing the synthe-
sizer. Instead of feeling like a 
duet, it sounds like two instru-
ments that have come together 

to play as one unit.”
The saxophonist first con-

ceived of combining synth and 
sax during a visit to the North 
Carolina factory where Moog 
synthesizers are hand-built. 

“I was really struck by the 
immediate physical quality of 
the instruments that they were 
making,” said Parzen-John-
son. “That got me interested 
— ‘Is there is such a thing 
as electronic music that’s not 
computer music?’ ”

To his delight, Parzen-
Johnson discovered that the 
physical limitations of analog 
synthesizers let him make a 
musical statement by inter-
acting with the electronics on 
a human level. But when he 
plays, he is careful not to let 
technology overwhelm him. 

“I want to combine to cre-
ate a cohesive sound and mes-
sage,” he said.“I like to get on 
stage and say something clear 
and complete musically, cre-
atively, and interactively with 

the audience.”
Parzen-Johnson, who also 

plays in the Afrobeat ensem-
ble Zongo Junction, has re-
leased four albums of his self-
described “lo-fi experimental 
folk” under his own name, 
including the recent “I Try 
to Remember Where I Come 
From.” And as much as he en-
joys playing with other mu-
sicians, there are advantages 
to playing and touring on his 
own, he said.

“The green room is a lot 
emptier when you’re the only 
musician in the band,” said 
Parzen-Johnson. “That means 
I spend a lot of time in the au-
dience, talking to people and 
getting to know folks in differ-
ent parts of the country — so 
every time I go on tour it’s also 
an informational tour.” 

And there is another ad-
vantage to being a solo act, 
he added. 

“It’s really easy to sched-
ule a rehearsal.”

He’s blowing up
Musician uses sax machine 

Jonah Parzen-Johnson 
at Union Pool (484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.
union-pool.com). July 27 
at 8 pm. $12 ($10 in ad-
vance).

M U S I C

Circular logic: Musician Jonah Parzen-Johnson will use circular breathing to cre-
ate continuous notes on his sax at Union Pool on July 27.

A special performance encompassing everything from the 
Cold War to Sputnik, from Yuri Gagarin to Neil Armstrong, 
this action-packed show brings tongue-in-cheek humor to 
a whole new atmosphere—one where the rules of gravity 
no longer apply.

AUGUST 4 & 5, 8:00pm

  Buy tickets online at intrepidmuseum.org/moonshot

General: $25 adults / $18 children
Members: $23 adults / $16 children
Not recommended for children under fi ve.

This performance is part of the Intrepid Museum’s 
Space & Science Festival, a weeklong celebration of 
science and innovation.

JOIN US AT THE INTREPID MUSEUM FOR

Photo Courtesy of Theater Unspeakable

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 
which provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and 
mobile check deposit.

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over 
$100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more 
details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

HD

MUSIC, FID’S 40TH BIRTH-
DAY PARTY SHOW: A night 
of rock bands raising money 
for Planned Parenthood. 
With the Besties, Fidnight 
Oil, Shellshag, and more. 
$15. 7 pm. Sunnyvale [1031 
Grand St. between Morgan 
and Vandervoort avenues 
in Williamsburg, (347) 987–
3971], sunnyvalebk.com. 

OUTDOORS, UPPER BAY 
CLEANUP!: Volunteer with 
United by Blue and Hon-
eygrow to clean Valentino 
Pier and Park. Free. 10 am. 
Valentino Pier and Park [130 
Ferris St. at Coffey Street in 
Red Hook, (215) 278–7858], 
www.unitedbyblue.com/
upperbay. 

TALK, ASK THE EXPERTS: 
Theater historian Cezar 
Del Valle paints a picture 

of Coney Island’s history of 
vaudeville houses, concert 
saloons, and early fi lms. $5 
($3 kids). 5 pm. Coney Island 
USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SUN, JULY 23
FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 

PARK: A free class for stu-
dents of all skill levels, fol-
lowed by a picnic. Bring a 
mat. Free. 10 am. Prospect 
Park main loop [Enter at 
Prospect Park West and 
15th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 541–1382], www.yoga-
sole.com. 

THEATER, “THE BRONTËS”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a new musical 
about authors of the endur-
ing classics “Jane Eyre” 
and “Wuthering Heights.”” 
Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 

avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Bring the pup 
along for the ballgame dur-
ing Bark in the Park! Start-
ing at $12. 4 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

DOGA! SUMMER SESSIONS: 
Practice yoga with your 
dog! Bring your mat, dog, 
water, and an open mind. 
RSVP required. $25. 5 pm. 
Bushy Tails [1087 Flushing 
Ave. at Porter Avenue in 
Bushwick, (216) 469–9451], 
bushwickveterinary.com. 

MON, JULY 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at $12. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 

Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], ww-
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FILM, “FINDING DORY”: A 
screening of the fi lm as 
part of “Coney Island Flicks 
on the Beach.” Free. 7 
pm. (West 12th Street and 
Riegelmann Boardwalk in 
Coney Island), coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

READING, BOOKS BENEATH 
THE BRIDGE: Poets read 
from their work, with the 
New York City skyline as 
their backdrop. Free. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Granite Prospect [Old Ful-
ton Street at Furman Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FILM, MONDAY NIGHT 
MOVIE: This week, please 
join us for “Funny Face” 
starring Audrey Hepburn! 
Free. 8 pm. Bushwick Com-
munity Darkroom [110 
Troutman St. between Ever-
green and Central avenues 
in Bushwick, (718) 218–

4023], www.bushwickcom-
munitydarkroom.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Melissa Villasenor, 
Will Watkins, Nick Naney, 
Jacky Beren, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JULY 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 11:30 am. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 

St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

TALK, CONVERSATIONAL 
ENGLISH: Intermediate 
and advanced level con-
versation group; students 
develop fl uency by viewing 
and discussing episodes of 
the award-winning televi-
sion show “We Are New 
York.” Free. 5 pm. Prospect 
Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–7100], www.ymcanyc.
org/prospectpark. 

WED, JULY 26
ART, THE LEGACY OF 

LYNCHING OPENING: An 
exhibition about the his-
tory of lynchings and racial 
terror in America. $16 sug-
gested donation. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 

9 DAYS...
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Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, BOOKS AND 
BEERS: The drinking book 
club discusses Teju Cole’s 
essay collection “Known 
and Strange Things.”” $5 
suggested donation. 7 
pm. Bushwick Community 
Darkroom (110 Troutman 
St. between Evergreen and 
Central avenues in Bush-
wick), www.bushwickcom-
munitydarkroom.com. 

MUSIC, SYLVAN ESSO, 
MIDDLE KIDS: Part of the 
annual outdoor Celebrate 
Brooklyn! festival. $35. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, BIG UPS, JOE PERA, 
DAN LICATA, FITS: A com-
bined comedy and punk 
show. $10. 8 pm. Sunnyvale 
[1031 Grand St. between 
Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Bushwick, (347) 
987–3971], sunnyvalebk.
com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: This 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase, hosted by Mike 
Lebovitz, welcomes Langs-
ton Kerman, Liza Treyger, 
Dan Perlman, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, 
(718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JULY 27
FILM, “THE LEGO MOVIE”: 

Enjoy a screening of the 
movie set to the back-
drop of the New York City 
skyline! Music and food 
vendors open at 6 pm, and 
the movie begins at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Habor 
View Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, JAH PAN: The steel 
drum ensemble plays the 
Live at the Archway festival. 
Free. 6 pm. The Arch-
way Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street and 
Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], www.
dumbo.is. 

FILM, “MACISTE 
ALL’INFERNO” LIVE 
SCORE: Sexmob performs 
an original score to a semi-
nal work of the Italian silent 
era.Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

WITHOUT WAVES: The metal 
band plays with November’s 
Doom. $15. 8 pm. Saint 
Vitus Bar (1120 Manhat-
tan Ave. between Box and 
Clay streets in Greenpoint), 
www.saintvitusbar.com. 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VARI-
ETY COMEDY: A comedy 
showcase with Rob Cant-
rell, Mike Brown, Chanel 
Ali, and more. Free. 8:30 

pm. 61 Local (61 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill). 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Association 
of New York set up high-
powered telescopes for 
stargazing sessions. Free. 
8:30–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier One [Old 
Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

COMEDY, HOMERPALOOZA!: 
A night of dedicated to 
“The Simpsons,” with trivia 
battles, Flaming Moes, 
Duff beer, and a couch gag 
photo booth! Free. 11:30 
pm. Sunnyvale [1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in 
Bushwick, (347) 987–3971], 
sunnyvalebk.com. 

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, ANDREW BIRD, 

ESPERANZA SPALDING: 
Part of the annual outdoor 
Celebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, WASABASSCO’S 
“THE THING WITH 10,000 
PASTIES”: An original, fully 
scripted B-movie striptease 
extravaganza live on stage! 
$25 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “DAYVEON”: In the 
wake of his older brother’s 
death, 13-year-old Dayveon 
falls in with a local gang. 
Presented by Rooftop Films. 
Free. 8 pm. Industry City 
Courtyard 5/6 [51 35th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com. 

SAT, JULY 29
SOUTH SUMMER STROLLS: 

Climb a rock wall, hop 
around a bouncy house, and 
stop by the Empanada Eat-
ing Contest. Free. 5:30–9 
pm. (Fifth Avenue from 12th 
to 18th street in Park Slope) 
www.parkslopefi fthavenue-
bid.com. 

THEATER, “MACBETH”: The 
theater troupe South Brook-
lyn Shakespeare presents 
the tragic tale of the rise 
and fall of the corrupt King 
of Scotland. Free. 6:30 pm. 
South (629 Fifth Ave be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
in Park Slope), www.south-
brooklynshakespeare.com. 

MUSIC, ADMIRAL T, TABOU 
COMBO, DJ SPIKE T.I.: 
Part of the annual outdoor 
Celebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb.



July 21–27, 2017 AWP  11Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

available at

I N T R O D U C I N G  O U R  2 N D  L O C A T I O N

2 3 3  5 T H  A V E |  B R O O K L Y N ,  N Y  | 7 1 8 . 6 2 2 . 6 3 3 2



12  AWP  July 21–27, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

LOSE 20–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Change Your Life!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

53 lbs gone!

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
myfatlossexpert.com

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

These vendors are in the 
business of love.

Dozens of merchants along 
Myrtle Avenue are pacifying 
the corridor by displaying 
signs that read “Hate Has No 
Business Here” in their shops’ 
windows as part of a cam-
paign to unite Fort Greene–
area businesses against in-
tolerance that shopkeepers 
said arose in the aftermath 
of Donald Trump’s election 
as President.

“It seemed like someone 
popped open a bottle of hate 
after the election, and peo-
ple felt the need to verbalize 
anything they thought,” said 
Kym Rodgers, owner of The 
Brooklyn Sweet Spot at 366 
Myrtle Ave. between Adel-
phi Street and Clermont Av-
enue. “Peace needed a voice 
at that point, and people won-
dering if my shop wasn’t wel-

come to them because of how 
they look or speak needed to 
know that it is absolutely a 
safe space.”

Rodgers’s pastry shop is 
one of many establishments 
promoting the anti-hate cam-
paign, which was organized 
by the Myrtle Avenue Brook-
lyn Partnership — a group 
that works with small busi-
nesses located on the street 
— and launched on July 4. 
The idea for it came from a 
neighborhood shopkeeper, 
who brought it to the part-
nership in February after the 
owner of another area store 
was the target of an online 
hate message.

“There were activists doing 
different things such as hold-
ing fund-raisers and hanging 
signs in their windows, but I 
felt we’d be stronger if we were 
on the same page,” said creator 
Amanda Neville, proprietor of 
wine shop Tipsy at 584 Myrtle 

Ave. between Emerson Place 
and Classon Avenue. “That 
way we’d be more united, and 
have more of an impact.”

Neville worked with a 
graphic designer to create 
the movement’s official im-
age, a likeness of the Amer-
ican flag with a heart taking 
the place of the 50 stars, which 
is displayed next to transla-
tions of the motto in various 
languages on signs that hang 
in the windows of all partici-
pating businesses. The post-
ers show members of the ar-
ea’s diverse community that 
the owners of their favorite 
stores stand with them, she 
said.

“Many of our community 
members are minorities or im-
migrants, and some fall in 
both groups, so we wanted 
to show them these are safe 
spaces, and that we’re not just 
going to ignore intolerance,” 
Neville said. “We’re engaged, 

Trumping hate
Myrtle shopkeepers promote inclusivity

Amanda Neville, owner of Tipsy at 584 Myrtle Ave., 
created the “Hate Has No Business Here” campaign 
to unite local merchants against intolerance.
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and we have decided to be pro-
active in a positive way.”

The activist and entrepre-
neur said other neighborhoods’ 
business improvement groups 
already have recognized the 

campaign and are working to 
bring it to their areas, and that 
she hopes the movement’s in-
clusive message will spread 
among merchants outside of 
New York City, too.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a jolt of excite-
ment!

Massive electric-car race 
Formula E zoomed into Red 
Hook last weekend for its in-
augural competition in New 
York City, and while fans said 
the green sport drew smaller 
crowds than its gas-guzzling 
older brother, it still satisfied 
their need for speed.

“Overall, it was a great 
event,” said David Cippitelli, 
a Long Island resident who 
regularly attends Formula 1 
events. “Everybody said the 
crowds were insane, but I 
didn’t think they were that 
bad. I’m used to the crowds 
at Formula 1 races, which are 
a lot bigger.”

Drivers zipped around the 
Brooklyn Cruise Terminal at 
speeds up to 140-miles-per 

Winning ‘Formula’
Race fans bring surge of activity to Hook

hour as fans  including actors 
Chris Hemsworth  and Leon-
ardo DiCaprio looked on.

DS Virgin Racing driver 
Sam Bird took first place in 
the races on July 15 and 16, 
popping Champagne on the 

podium with Sir Richard Bran-
son — the team’s owner and 
 back-up driver for the week-
end  — to celebrate.

The action extended from 
the track to the event’s fan vil-
lage, where Cippitelli said his 

two youngsters were cap-
tivated by displays that ed-
ucated attendees about the 
battery-powered sport.

“They loved all of the stuff 
there,” he said. “They were 
totally enthralled with all of 
the fan activities.”

Race-goers flooded area 
businesses after the big event, 
according to Cippitelli, who 
said the wait at Red Hook Lob-
ster Pound was an hour-long 

when he tried to grab a bite.
Local merchants confirmed 

the hordes, and some said the 
weekend’s festivities brought 
them more business than ever 
before.

“Saturday was our busi-
est day yet, and Sunday ran 
a close second,” said Kristina 
Frantz, co-owner of Dolce, a 
gelateria on Van Brunt and 
King streets.

Electric cars zoomed around the Brooklyn Cruise 
Terminal during the city’s inaugural Formula E race 
last weekend.
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Team DS Virgin Racing’s Richard Branson, left, and 
Sam Bird, center, celebrate their victory on July 15.
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CITY

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

TECH

DESIGN

I

I

AM

AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Architectural 
Tech / Emerging 

Media Tech /
Entertainment— 
Stage, Lighting 

& Sound Design / 
Communication

Design—App 
& Web Design, 

Advertising, 
Broadcast Design,  

Graphic Design,  
Illustration,  

Game Graphics 
 & Animation / 

Industrial Design)

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

Green Squash

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

7/19 7AM - 7/24 7PM
19 20 21 22 23 24SALE STARTS

Blueberries
$$55forfor22

FRESH!

SPECIAL!

Apple Cider
Vinegar

$$299299
ea.ea.

Seedless
Watermelon lb.lb.

¢¢3535
SWEET DEAL!

Grape Tomatoes

$$44forfor55
Portabello 
Mushrooms

$$269269
lb.lb.

Mangoes

$$499499

California
Romaine Hearts
$$199199

Black Bing Cherries

$$139139
lb.lb.

Escarole & Chickory

lb.lb.

¢¢5959
Plantains

$$33forfor11

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread
$$299299
U D

Yogurt

$$22forfor44
U D

Mozzarella

$$399399
Full Line

$$299299
U D

Brooklyn Bridge Park in 2016, 
 according to greensward data . 
And park-goers have begun to 
notice too much glass where 
there should be grass, accord-
ing to the head of the com-
munity group responsible for 
mediating between locals and 
park officials.

“A lot of people don’t feel 
it’s ‘public’ because there’s so 
much residential real estate 
there,” said Peter LaBonte, 
president of the Community 
Advisory Group, a panel that 
Squadron set up as part of 
his 2011 deal. “They feel as 
though they’re coming into 
people’s yard.”

Back in court
The case between park 

honchos and the Brooklyn 
Heights Association was 
scheduled to return to Bill-
ings’s courtroom on July 18, 
when lawyers for the civic 
group were expected to ar-
gue that she stop construc-
tion on the towers —  which 
developers RAL Develop-
ment Services and Oliver’s 
Realty Group filed plans to 
begin on July 19  — until she 
makes her decision. 

But it was postponed to a 
yet-to-be-determined date, 
and an emergency hearing 
was set for July 20 so the 
judge could decide whether 
developers can proceed with 
the ground-breaking, which 
includes hammering 400 steel 
beams into the dirt.

The litigants’ next argu-
ments are expected to be their 
last before Billings makes her 
judgment, which could come 
months after the final cases 
are made. The stakes are high, 
Croft said, before admitting 
that the past has taught him 
not to get his hopes up.

“When judges make rul-
ings, the next court looks upon 
them,” he said. “It’s impor-
tant this is struck down, but 
often the public is not served 
by these decisions.”

Brooklyn Bridge Park of-
ficials refused to comment on 
the case, instead offering a 
statement that development 
at Pier 6 is necessary to fund 
the greensward. 

Reps for the Brooklyn 
Heights Association did not 
return a request for com-
ment, and Ziegler, the civic 
group’s attorney, declined to 
comment.

Continued from page 1

PARK...

By Moses Jefferson
for Brooklyn Paper

Councilman David Green-
field’s decision to abandon his 
re-election campaign hours 
after the deadline for anyone 
else to run for the seat is an 
“egregious” example of pol-
iticians using the system to 
play kingmaker and thwart 
the democratic process, the 
city’s good government ex-
emplar said on Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio this week.

“No wonder the public 
turns off — because voters 
know the fix is in,” said Dick 
Dadey, executive director of 
Citizens Union.

Later in the show, co-host 
Gersh Kuntzman, a Daily 
News columnist, used a term 
we don’t use in newspapers 
to describe what Greenfield 
had done, and bid Dadey to 
share his favorite expletive 
for Greenfield’s move.

“It’s an ‘F-you’ to voters,” 
Dadey said, drawing cheers 
from the potty-mouthed 
Kuntzman.

To reiterate,  here is what 
Greenfield did : Since June, 
Greenfield and his team had 
been collecting signatures to 
secure his place on the bal-
lot for the 44th Council dis-
trict, representing Borough 
Park. Collecting signatures 
indicates to voters that you 
intend to seek election. No 
other Democrat in the district 
bothered to even challenge the 

Good-government guru calls out councilman
powerful Greenfield.

Then, on July 17, Green-
field announced that instead 
of running for re-election, he 
would take the top job at the 
Metropolitan Council on Jew-
ish Poverty, a politically con-
nected charity.

But July 17 was after the 
deadline for anyone else to 
run for the seat — meaning 
Greenfield gets to pick the 
candidate who will run in 
his stead.

That candidate is long-
time Greenfield ally Kalman 
Yeger. And get this: Yeger was 
set to run against Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch in neighbor-

ing District 48. But now he 
gets to win the Democratic 
nomination for the seat by 
running unopposed for his 
patron’s seat.

Meanwhile, Deutsch’s con-
stituents lose their chance at 
a contested election.

“So, no, Greenfield did not 
misuse the process,” Dadey 
said. “But he used the sys-
tem in an egregious way. He 
told his constituents that he 
wanted to be their councilman 
for another year. And then 
he opted out on the last day 
possible so (he) could hand-
pick his successor. This in-
side game of politics is played 

all too frequently and it turns 
all of us off.”

Kuntzman and co-host 
Vince DiMiceli then invited 
young reporter Colin Mixson 
to reveal what Greenfield’s of-
fice is saying about the coun-
cilman’s move.

“I spoke to his chief-of-
staff,” Mixson said, “and he 
told me, ‘David Greenfield 
is humbled to accept the po-
sition as leader of the Met 
Council.’ ”

“That’s it?” Kuntzman 
asked. “What about when 
you followed up and asked 
again about him deciding to 
quit his re-election campaign 

after it was too late for any-
one else to run?”

“He said again, ‘Coun-
cilman David Greenfield is 
humbled…’ ”

DiMiceli jumped in.
“But, Colin, obviously you 

asked a third time, right?”
“I did, Vince, and Green-

field’s chief of staff told me 
on the record, ‘David Green-
field is humbled…’ ”

This time, Dadey was out-
raged.

“They are playing us for 
fools,” he said. “But we’re 
not fools. We’re civic-minded 
New Yorkers who deserve re-
spect.”

Dadey used Greenfield’s 
move to remind listeners that 
the only solution is a state 
constitutional convention to 
tweak the way our govern-
ment operates.

In other exciting Brooklyn 
Paper Radio news, Kuntzman 
and DiMiceli opened the show 
in their typical fashion: Talk-
ing about themselves.

DiMiceli offered his ra-
tionale for never again trav-
eling to New England for a 
mere weekend.

And Kuntzman shared 
an anecdote about a woman 
who berated him about his 
recent  Hillary Clinton col-

Dick Dadey of the Citi-
zens Union.
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umn in the Daily News  as 
she and Kuntzman picked up 
their kids from camp.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 4:30 pm.
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

I took my 13-year-old son on 
a road trip from Chicago 
up into Wisconsin across 

the Upper Peninsula to Mich-
igan, across Ontario, down 
through the Finger Lakes and 
home on our own little Out-
ward Bound journey, and here 
is what I learned: 

1. It makes me feel better 
when my child is playing 
games and listening to pod-
casts on his phone while driv-
ing through beautiful parts 
of America and Canada (oc-
casionally looking up at pic-
turesque lakes and farm tab-
leaus) than when he is sitting 
in his room playing games 
and watching YouTube on the 
computer. 

2. I mostly hum tunelessly 
to songs on the radio, except 
for the chorus (when I know 
it), which I belt out with great 
abandon. Such a thing is very 
annoying to a teenage boy.

3. Mean things said to me 
about my lack of knowledge 
of things, like song lyrics and 
camping, sting worse when 
I’m about to get my period. I 
feel sons should understand 
that the mean things they 
say are often received all the 
worse when their mothers are 
about to get their period. 

4. Sons don’t really want 
to hear about their mother’s 
menstrual cycle. 

5. When see-sawing with 
someone half your size, it is 
very fun for them if you come 
down hard on your side and 
send them flying in the air. 

6. Setting up and breaking 
down campsites with someone 
day after day is a lesson in pa-
tience and collaboration.

7. Patience and collabora-
tion are not easy to learn, or 
practice.

8. The silence does not 
always have to be filled, or, 
as I learned to repeat to my-
self like a mantra: indepen-
dent activities while together 
are okay.

9. I like strange Midwestern 
foods like fried cheese curds, 
frozen custard, and pasties, 
but my son doesn’t. 

10. Seeing lakes and farm-
houses across the Midwest 
and into Ontario and down 
through the Finger Lakes is 
endlessly interesting to me, 
but not so much to my 13-year-
old son. 

11. My son is excellent at 

picking campgrounds. And 
he hates it when I tell him he 
is excellent at things.

12. My son probably 
wouldn’t choose me as a friend 
if he had a choice, but since 
I am his mom, he will tol-
erate me. 

13. Learning tolerance is 
a good thing. 

14. I cannot light a camp-
fire to save my life, even with 
Firestarter logs. 

15. My son is far better at 
building campfires and far 
more organized than I am. 

16. I like just being with my 
son … in a tent, in a motel, in 
a cabin, in a car, in kayaks … 
even when it feels a bit like a 
hostage situation. 

17. Talking to my son about 
how much I love being with 
him is a bad idea, kinda al-
most worse than talking to 
him about my period. 

18. It is best to walk away 
when your child is play-
ing with fire, as it is fun for 
him to shock you, and could 

prove dangerous. 
19. Trust your 13-year-old 

to do things on his own, like 
break down the tent or start 
a fire. 

20. Not showering for four 
days never killed anyone.  

21. Give in sometimes, like 
going to a motel with a hot 
shower. 

22.  Remember to en-
joy your 13-year-old, even 
when he says mean things 
and looks at you like he 
can’t stand you. He is fabu-
lous and will (hopefully) re-
member this too-many-hours-
in-the-car camping trip you 
took together fondly. 

23. It doesn’t matter if you 
only have pictures of lakes and 
scenery because your 13-year-
old refuses to be in pictures. 
The memories are etched in 
your brain.

24. Dealing with rain, mos-
quitoes, cold, heat, too many 
hours in the car, being unpre-
pared, lack of understanding, 
differences of opinions, be-
ing right, being wrong, dis-
appointment, and menstru-
al-induced emotions brings 
people together, even if it’s 
not the kind of bonding that 
could be depicted on a bill-
board for a campground. 

25. A road trip with my 
13-year-old is a gift I very 
much appreciate. 

I love traveling with my son
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a creative union.
Thousands of art enthu-

siasts packed Fort Greene’s 
Commodore Barry Park this 
month for the 46th Interna-
tional African Arts Festival, 
an annual event that draws 
crowds each year with its 
showcase of artistry and mu-
sic from the African Diaspora, 
according to attendees.

“I’m a big fan and have 
been coming for years,” 

said Karain Water, an artist 
and jewelry-maker who be-
gan attending the fest in the 
early ’90s.

The artisan and a friend 
sold baubles and artwork at 
the four-day event, from July 
1 to 4, in addition to inking 
guests with temporary tattoos. 
Some of their wares were cre-
ated by her gal pal’s kids, who 
made their own crafts for the 
occasion, Water said. 

“They are up-and-com-
ing artists,” she said. “They 

sold jewelry made out of pipe 
cleaners, and post cards that 
they drew.” 

The festival’s family atmo-

sphere made it a great place for 
creative youngsters to learn 
more about the art on display, 
according to Water.

Elyssa Nicole holds a fan from her store Diaspora Af-
rica.
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fest shines
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 and applies only to single-receipt 
qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than 
the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.  **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive 
a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $379.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (a $179.98 value) and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling Bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, 
furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. †*Receive 1 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillow (up to a $99.99 value) with mattress set purchases of $599.99-$1299.98 or receive 2 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillows (up to a $199.98 value) with mattress set 
purchases of $1299.99-$1999.98.  Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. See store for complete details. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. 
Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

NO CREDIT NEEDED
Minimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

See 
store
for 
details.

OR0% APR 
FOR 6 YEARS

*

OVER 15 QUEEN MATTRESSES UNDER $69999

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

2 FREE
†*

Cooling Pillows
WITH SELECT PURCHASES.

UP TO

UP TO A $199.98 VALUE

$

499
99

MEMORY FOAM

QUEEN MATTRESS

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$129999 

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at 
sets. Some models in 

select stores only.

Limited Time
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

$

209
99

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

SAVE $175 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of $1999.99 and above. 

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

Beat the 

summer heat 

with our 

exclusive 

cooling 

mattresses 

and get a free 

cooling bundle.

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $379.97 VALUE


