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Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city still hasn’t identified 
the garbage-truck operator who 
hit and killed a cyclist in Green-
point on July 22, even though a 
rep for the business that employs 
the driver said company records 
can trace workers to its trucks on 
that night.

“Action Environmental Ser-
vices continues to cooperate 
fully,” said rep Ken Frydman. 
“We have records of our em-
ployees, the NYPD is conduct-
ing the investigat ion.”

The driver was traveling on 
Franklin Street when he or she 

turned onto Noble Street at 12:30 
am, striking and killing 27-year-
old Neftaly Ramirez, who was 
pedaling home from work at piz-
zeria Paulie Gee’s.

 Police on July 25 told the web-
site DNA Info the truck belongs 
to Action Carting , a New Jersey-
based service that collects gar-
bage from more than 16,400 pri-
vate businesses across the city, 
a fact that was confirmed to the 
Brooklyn Paper by police after 
Frydman called other reports of 
his company’s involvement “spec-
ulative.”

But Frydman wouldn’t explain 
why no arrests have been made 

even though he admitted the com-
pany has records of where and 
when its employees are driving 
trucks in the city.

As for the delay, he com-
pared the case to that of  mur-
dered Queens jogger Karina Ve-
trano , in which police took eight 
months to track down the alleged 
killer, and said that cops are tak-
ing their time in order to arrest 
the right person.

He then bashed journalists 
for expecting the city to iden-
tify the driver within weeks of 
the collision.

“I know you guys are in a 
frenzy to convict someone in 

the court of public opinion,” he 
said.

The former spokesman for the 
New York Daily News concluded 
by offering his advice to report-
ers, who should be more cautious 
and patient like the police.

“I’m not intending to give you 
a hard job but the NYPD is say-
ing what we’re saying because 
that’s what should be said,” he 
said, “Detectives are very metic-
ulous about what they do.”

A police spokesman said the 
investigation is ongoing, and did 
not answer questions on why it 
is taking so long to identify the 
driver.

Nearly three weeks after Greenpoint deadly hit-and-run, 
driver still at large despite fi rm’s ‘cooperation’ with cops

WHAT THE TRUCK

Police survey the scene in Greenpoint where Neftaly Ramirez was hit and killed by a gar-
bage-truck driver last month.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a blast from the past!
Workers found a cannonball outside 

a home in the Brooklyn Heights historic 
district last month that’s likely a relic 
from the American Revolution, accord-
ing to local history buffs.

“There’s really no way of knowing ex-
actly where it came from or how it got 
there, but I’m sure it does date back to 
the Revolutionary War,” said borough 
historian Ron Schweiger.

Someone found the softball-sized 
cast-iron orb while digging a trench in 
the backyard of the house on Middagh 
Street at least two years ago during its 
initial demolition, and workers discov-
ered it sitting on a table at the job site 
when they started new construction late 
last month, according to the project man-
ager, who did not want his name used 
because his client hadn’t authorized him 
to speak.

And while several historians said 
they couldn’t pinpoint the ammuni-
tion’s exact origins, they offered a few 
educated guesses based on a major 

battle that occurred nearby.
There was no combat in the Heights 

during the war, but the nabe was home 
to the Americans’ main stronghold dur-
ing the Battle of Brooklyn, the first ma-
jor fight after the United States declared 
independence in 1776.

General George Washington eventu-
ally retreated across the river to the dis-
tant island of Manhattan, surrendering 
the land to the British, who set up a large 
encampment, Fort Brooklyn, near what 
are now Pierrepont and Henry streets.

The bulky dark gray shell could have 
belonged to either army — it’s hard to 
say because the Americans used many of 
the same weapons as the British — and 
may have landed there after it was shot 
from afar or accidentally discarded by 
passing troops, Schweiger said.

“It could’ve just been a leftover piece 
that may not have been fired,” he said. 
“There’s no way of knowing if it’s some-
thing that was fired and missed its tar-
get or dropped there accidentally dur-
ing retreat or advancement.”

The ball — which has a hole on top that 
may have been packed with gunpowder 

so the weapon would explode — looks 
like ammo used during the Revolution-
ary War, according to another expert, 
who said it probably would have been 
fired from a small cannon.

Its discovery is particularly noteworthy 
because not many cannonballs have been 
found in the Heights, where many plots 
have not been dug up due to their homes’ 
historic significance, she said.

“It’s not super common because the 
houses in Brooklyn Heights and brown-
stone areas are older, and they haven’t 
been deeply excavated the way the high-
rises have,” said Julie Golia of the Brook-
lyn Historical Society.

But it’s not surprising the sphere was 
hidden there for centuries, given all of 
the fighting in the area, said a histo-
rian who wrote a book on the neigh-
borhood.

“The Downtown area was so mil-
itarized it’s not unusual for remnants 
of the war to be turned up,” said Bob 
Furman, author of “Brooklyn Heights: 
The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of Ameri-
ca’s First Suburb.”

The houses on Middagh Street are 

Bombshell report! 
Revolutionary cannonball found in Heights backyard
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the oldest in the Heights, according to 
Schweiger, and the residence where the 
cannonball was unearthed is believed to 
have been built in the 1820s or ’30s, the 
project manager said. 

Artifacts discovered on private land 
are allowed to be kept by property own-
ers, but anyone who finds an explosive 
device is urged to call 911, a Department 
of Buildings spokesman said.

The cannonball is being stored in the 
home during its renovation, and will be 
given to its owner, according to the proj-
ect manager.

The homeowner did not return a re-
quest for comment.

This cannonball was found while 
digging up the backyard of a 
Brooklyn Heights home, and likely 
dates to the Revolutionary War.
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The Battle of Brooklyn (here re-enacted at Green-Wood Cemetery) 
might have left  some ammo behind.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a landmark argu-
ment.

Historic districts are thwart-
ing economic diversity in some 
Brooklyn neighborhoods because 
their buildings’ real estate value 
has risen so high that it prices 
out all but the wealthy, according 
to a Brooklyn Heights resident 
and economics professor.

“There’s a cost to landmark-
ing that falls on third parties,” 
said Sandy Ikeda, who teaches at 
the State University of New York 
Purchase. “The mistake people 
make in preserving historic dis-
tricts is they forget it imposes a 
cost, usually on people they don’t 
see — people who because of 
higher real estate prices would 
be unable to live in that neigh-
borhood.”

Ikeda published  an article  in 
March on how preserved areas 
limit new construction in cer-
tain neighborhoods, making 
them off limits to those who 
can’t afford to live in historic 
homes — which, unlike most 
older houses that often sell for 
lower prices, only increase in 
value as they age.

He focused on his own nabe 
of Brooklyn Heights, which is 
almost entirely a historic district 
and was the city’s first. The in-
augural designation was made 
in 1965 to protect residences 
that date to the 1820s from be-
ing demolished to pave the way 
for the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway.

To protect the character of the 
tony enclave, homeowners must 
get approval from the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to alter 
the exterior of their houses — a 
process that includes appearing 
before the community board and 
commission, and is required for 
property owners in any of the 
city’s historic districts.

And the designation makes it 
almost impossible to build new 
high-rises that would increase the 
city’s housing stock and lower 
area real estate prices, making 
the neighborhood only afford-
able for the wealthy, Ikeda ar-
gues.

“Whatever restricts the sup-
ply of housing while the demand 
stays the same tends to raise 
prices,” he said.

The protected swathes further 
stifle economic development be-
cause many mom-and-pop shops 

Put a price 
on history
Prof argues protected districts 
only preserve for one percent

Brooklyn Heights resident and professor Sandy Ikeda says 
historic districts may be stunting growth in New York.
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can’t afford to pay their hefty rents, 
and are replaced with commer-
cial banks, drug stores, or con-
verted luxury apartments, Ikeda 
said. For instance, the indepen-
dently owned  Brooklyn Heights 
Cinema closed in 2014 after 44 
years on Henry Street  and  is be-
ing converted into condos .

But the professor is not saying 

that all historic districts should be 
bulldozed. He praised the land-
marking process for preserving 
storied buildings that might other-
wise be knocked down, and noted 
that several factors limit the city’s 
stock of affordable housing, in-
cluding strict zoning regulations 
that restrict how high developers 

See LANDMARK  on page 4

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn Heights state sen-
ator attacked the institution he 
served on Wednesday when he 
unexpectedly resigned his post, 
calling New York state government 
a den of corruption that he vows 
to clean up thanks to his new job 
at an organization that will work 
to influence state politics.

State Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Brooklyn Heights) made his an-
nouncement in a New York Daily 
News op-ed that blasted the sta-
tus quo in Albany, and said that 
after nine years of working in a 
body that functions on back room 
deals and crooked loop holes, he 
is leaving because he can do more 
to stop corruption out of govern-
ment than he could in it.

“Whether you talk about the 
huge influence of heavily invested 
special interests, or three men in 
a room negotiating, there are a 
lot of limits to what an individ-
ual member can do,” he told The 
Brooklyn Paper. “It’s very frus-
trating when you can’t even get a 
vote on bills that would have an 
enormous impact.”

Squadron called New York’s a 
“particularly seedy” example of 
state government in his op-ed, not-
ing how Albany barely quivered 
after leaders of the Assembly and 
Senate were each convicted of cor-
ruption in 2015.

He also railed against the “cyn-
ical political deals” that have con-
tinued to prevent him and Dem-
ocratic colleagues from taking 

He can’t take it anymore
Squadron resigns in fi ery tirade against Albany

control of the upper house — even 
when the party won an electoral 
majority in the Senate in 2016.

The outgoing pol, who officially 
leaves office on Friday, said he 
plans to launch a national organi-
zation focused on political and pol-
icy work at the state level, which 
he hopes will give him more of an 
opportunity to combat the corrup-
tion that drove him to resign.

“I think having the opportunity 
to impact multiple states, even if 

I’m not part of the legislative body, 
is a real opportunity to make a dif-
ference,” Squadron said.

But the timing of his decision 
to leave office is odd for someone 
who claims that he has the voters’ 
best interests at heart.

Because Squadron resigned 
mid-term and close to an elec-
tion cycle, his seat will be filled 
without a primary and candidates 
will be chosen by local political 
clubs, according to a veteran New 
York City election lawyer Jerry 
Goldfeder.

Still, Squadron, who also rep-
resents parts of Manhattan, called 
the practice of choosing candidates 
via county committees “lousy,” 
and said he will work with Demo-
cratic bosses in both boroughs to 
ensure all voices are heard.

Manhattan Assemblyman Brian 
Kavanagh declared his candidacy 
for the 26th Senate District just 
hours after Squadron’s announce-
ment, and the departing pol de-
scribed the hopeful as “great,” but 
did not go so far as to endorse his 
colleague in the lower house.

Brooklyn Heights attorney Mar-
tin Connor, who served in the state 
Senate for 30 years before Squad-
ron took his seat, said he has no 
plans to try to win it back.

Squadron is not the only pol 
whose seat will be filled by polit-
ical appointees this election cycle 
— Councilman David Greenfield 
(D–Borough Park) announced last 
month he will not seek reelection 
this November, and named ally 
Kalman Yeger to replace him on 
the ballot.

State Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
announced his resignation 
from the legislative body 
on Wednesday in a brutal 
critique of New York State 
government.
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AUGUST 16, 7:30PM
Become an investor for the evening  and take a 

(simulated!) gamble on th drone start-up market!
GENERAL TICKETS: $15 / SPECIAL MUSEUM MEMBER PRICING: $12

Ages 21+. Beer and wine will be available for purchase.
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systems of the 21st century. A variety of drones, historical artifacts, model airplanes and rare videos 

will be on display at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum. Free with Museum admission.

For more information and a full listing of upcoming events, demonstrations and tours, 
visit intrepidmuseum.org/drones.

NYC RESIDENTS SAVE 40%

on Museum admission*
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PIER 86, WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE
intrepidmuseum.org

©2017 Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum.                 

JOIN US THIS WEEK
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One of only two accredited programs to receive 

the Outstanding Achievement Award in New York 

State in 20161

One of only 22 hospitals nationally to earn 

a perfect score

Fully accredited breast center2 with breast 

imaging center of excellence3

1  Commission on Cancer 
of the American College 
of Surgeons

2  National Accreditation 
Program for Breast 
Centers

3  American College of 
Radiology

Maimonides Cancer Center

Earns
Outstanding 
Achievement Award

1

Of 500+ U.S. hospitals surveyed in 2016, one 
of only 22 to earn a perfect score plus gold-
level commendation1
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6300 Eighth Avenue at 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY

888.MMC.DOCS
MAIMONIDESMED.ORG/CANCER

Did your job give you
Lung Cancer?
If you suffer from Lung Cancer or Mesothelioma, and

were exposed to Asbestos on the job – even decades ago

– you may be entitled to substantial compensation (even

if you’ve been a smoker)! It costs you nothing to find out.

And, until you win, it costs you nothing up front if we take

on your case.

Weitz & Luxenberg is acknowledged as a national leader

among law firms experienced in litigating Asbestos-related

claims. We have already won over $17 Billion in verdicts

and settlements for working people just like you. For a free

consultation please call us today at 888-704-5834 or visit

us at www.LungCancerTrusts.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with 
local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, 

unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.

WEITZ      LUXENBERG

700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & MICHIGAN

888-704-5834
WWW.LungCancerTrusts.COM
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a deep bench.
The court case over two 

towers planned for Pier 6 in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is being 
assigned to a new justice after 
four months of arguments that 
were supposed to conclude 
this month, and construction 
on the high-rises can proceed 
in the meantime, the judge 
originally presiding over the 
case ruled on Aug. 4.

Justice Lucy Billings be-
gan hearing the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s ar-
guments against the devel-
opment at the foot of Atlan-
tic Avenue in April, but was 
instructed to give up the le-
gal battle after being recently 
assigned to oversee asbestos 
litigation, she said.

The new judge, Justice 
Carmen Victoria St. George, 
will now decide whether to 
accept or reject  the civic 
group’s claim that building 
the towers at Pier 6 violates 
the terms of a 2006 agreement  
that mandates park honchos 
only erect as much housing in 
the green space as is needed 
to maintain it.

But construction on the 
high-rises,  which got un-

derway last month , will be 
allowed to continue  as long 
as nothing is built that can’t 
be undone , the outgoing judge 
said in response to the Heights 
Association’s demand for an 
injunction halting work until 
the court rules. 

The civic group’s injunc-
tion request followed its at-
tempt to get Billings to stop 
construction in an emergency 
hearing last month, which she 
denied because she did not 
find the activity to be unlaw-
ful. But the judge guaranteed 
the Heights Association that 
the final ruling would not be 
influenced by how much work 
is complete, telling lawyers for 
the park, “I can’t see anything 
that can’t be undone.”

More than 400 steel beams 
are now being hammered into 
the ground as part of the proj-
ect’s first phase, which will 
be followed by concrete pour-
ing. Developers RAL De-
velopment Services and Ol-
iver’s Realty Group need to 
decide whether it is worth 
going ahead with additional 
construction given they may 
need to pay to undo it, but a 
rep for the green space said 
the builders will move for-
ward without delay.

Up in the air
New justice assigned to 
Pier 6 case as towers rise

“Today’s outcome does 
not affect our progress and 
construction will proceed as 
planned,” said spokeswoman 
Sarah Krauss. 

Now that the case has been 
reassigned, its transcripts and 
filings will be passed onto St. 
George, who will read them 
and decide whether she can 
make a ruling or needs to call 
the litigants back into court.

The documents will in-
clude  the Heights Associa-
tions’ argument  as to why at 
least one of the towers should 
be blocked, which reasons 
that because the high-rise 
will contain below-market-
rate housing, it does not up-
hold the 2006 agreement’s 

terms that development par-
cels within the park must be 
used to make money.

The neighborhood group’s 
attorney said he was happy 
with the proceedings.

“We’re pleased with the out-
come of today’s ruling, which 
demonstrates the court has 
taken the BHA’s claims very 
seriously,” said Richard Ziegler. 
“When the case is finally de-
cided the fact that construction 
will proceed in the meantime 
won’t affect the final ruling.”

 St. George was appointed 
to the state Supreme Court 
bench in June  after working 
at Weitz & Luxenberg, a firm 
known to fight for plaintiffs 
or “the little guy.”

A rendering of the planned towers at Pier 6 in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

It was high times on Brook-
lyn Paper Radio!

On the latest episode of 
America’s most beloved pod-
cast about Brooklyn, Kelly 
Barbieri, the editor in chief 
of  The Fresh Toast , a website 
that teaches everyone — in-
cluding our square hosts — 
about the wonders of mari-
juana, talked to the  Lennon 
and McCartney of Community 
Journalism  about the wonders 

of weed and why they should 
— legally — use it. 

Of course, that ruled out 
any chance hosts Gersh Kuntz-
man and Vince DiMiceli 
would, as promised, toke up 
on the show.

In fact, the use of the term 
“toke up” was prohibited by 
Barbieri, who quickly sur-
mised the boys knew noth-
ing about pot.

“Where did you guys get 
your education?” she won-
dered.

“ ‘Cheech and Chong’ mov-
ies,” DiMiceli said.

But after a brief quizzing of 
DiMiceli about his work, phar-
maceutical, and sleeping hab-
its, Barbieri quickly ascertained 
that the host needed to start eat-
ing biscuits laced with the ac-
tive ingredients of weed.

“An edible an hour before 
bed would help,” she said. 
“If it was indica based, that 
would help.”

But that changed when min-
ute producer “Johnny” played 

a tape of Vince snoring.
“Oh my god, is that a loop?” 

Barbieri said of the weird, long 
noise.

At that point, she recom-
mended newfangled pillows 
and nose strips.

Also on the show, Lauren 
Gill talked about her update 
to the story of a Greenpoint 
bicyclist killed by a garbage-
truck driver.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded live every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm.

Talking pot with expert
ON THE RADIO:
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

EBT

Seedless 
Watermelon

lb.lb.

¢¢2929

8/9 7AM - 8/14 7PM
9 10 11 12 13 14SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

Full Line
$$1010forfor33

AssortedU D

SPECIAL!

U Parve

$$199199
ea.ea.

Hummus

FRESH!

ORGANIC
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
Cauliflower

$$119119
Black Bing Cherries

$$139139
lb.lb.

Romaine Hearts

$$129129 $$129129
lb.lb.

Seedless Grapes Cucumbers

¢¢7979forfor55
California Celery

¢¢6969

American Cheese

¢¢9999 $$129129
ea.ea.

Pita Bread

U Parve

Olives

$$399399
lb.lb.

Chips Ahoy

$$55forfor22
U D

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops are searching for a 
crew of bruisers who beat up 
their former gang member and 
stole his phone on a Manhat-
tan-bound R train as it was 
leaving the station near Pa-
cific Street on Aug. 3. 

The victim told police he 
was on the train by Fourth Av-
enue at 7:45 pm, listening to 
music from his phone, when he 
noticed approximately 10 guys 
use the end train car doors to 
enter.He recgonized one of the 
punks from when he used to 
be part of the Crips gang and 
did prison time with him, au-
thorities said. An argument 
then ensued over past issues of 
loyalty to the gang, followed 
by the assailants punching and 
kicking him. 

He was left with contu-
sions, cuts, and scrapes to 
the right side of his face, 
a sprained left wrist, and 
sprained right thumb, ac-
cording to a report.

During the fight, one of 
the baddies snatched his Sam-
sung phone, police said. The 
creeps finally fled, and the 
victim boarded a Manhat-
tan-bound 6 train, which he 
took to the Bronx, and then 
was taken to the hospital, au-
thorities said. 

Vending war 
An illegal water vendor 

punched a hot dog vendor in 
the face and stole $500 from 
his cart on Prospect Street on 
Aug. 1.

The wiener vendor got into 
a dispute with the water guy 
near Cadman Plaza East at 
3:15 pm. The thief then socked 
him, snatched the cash, and 
fled, according to a report. 

Wallet woes
Some sneak stole an Aus-

tralian woman’s wallet while 
she was shopping on Mon-
tague Street on Aug. 4. 

The tourist had her wallet 
inside a shop by Henry Street 
at 1:30 pm and proceeded to hit 
more stores in the area before 
discovering she didn’t have it 
anymore, police said.

She returned to check all 

Gang beats up past member

of the places she went and 
didn’t find it, according to 
a report. 

The victim then went to 
cancel all of her credit cards 
and realized a weasel had 
used them several times at 
different places, cops said. 
The $150 red eel-skin Foldon 
wallet also contained $650, 
authorities said. 

Broken pitcher 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say bashed a woman with a 
glass pitcher inside a Livings-
ton Street store on Aug. 1. 

The suspect hit her with 
the vessel in the shop by Bond 
Street at 1:05 pm, cutting her 
nose and causing pain in her 
hand, she told police.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Teamed up 
A crew of four baddies 

bashed a woman and stole 
her pocketbook after they 
got into an argument with 
her on DeKalb Avenue on 
Aug. 6.

The victim told police 
she got into a verbal dispute 
with three women and one 
man near Vanderbilt Avenue 
at 2:05 am. The brusiers got 
upset and began to strike her 
while the man encouraged 
them, cops said. 

During the fight, the 
women snatched the victim’s 
pocketbook containing her 
iPhone, cash, and credit cards, 
then fled, police said.

Shot 
Police are hunting for 

the gunmen who shot a guy 
twice on St. Edwards Street 
on Aug. 3. 

The jerks pumped a bullet 
into his upper left back and 
through his lower right knee 
by Park Avenue at 10:55 pm, 
then fled, cops said.

Rogue rider 
A thief broke into a Grand 

So-long-o
A thief rode off with a 

man’s Solano-brand bicy-
cle he chained up on Han-
son Place on July 23.

The victim told police he 
locked his bike near St. Fe-
lix Street before ducking into 
a nearby chain store at 7:20 
pm, and returned about 20 
minutes later to find his bike 
stolen.

Boot blues
A man was arrested for 

stealing a pair of suede boots 
from a Sixth Avenue home 
on July 24.

The victim told police the 
suspect took the boots from 
his home between Park and 
Sterling places at 3:40 pm, 
and patrolmen spotted him 
later that day on Fifth Av-
enue near Prospect Place, 
cops said.

Officers cuffed the suspect, 
who flailed his arms and tried 
— unsuccessfully — to flee, 
according to police.

Wrong tool
Some jerk smashed up a 

man’s car on Seventh Ave-
nue on July 25.

The victim told police he 
had just parked his 2001 GM 
sedan between Fourth and 
Fifth streets at 2 pm, when 
the crook waltzed up with a 
tool he used to bust up the 
man’s car to the tune of $517 
in damages.

Bad fare
Cops busted a man after he 

allegedly went ballistic on a 
cab driver on Fourth Avenue 
on July 26.

The victim told police 
he picked the suspect up 
in Manhattan and dropped 
him off near Sixth Street at 
6 am, when the man refused 
to fork over the $24 he owed 
for fare.

A dispute broke out be-
tween the cabbie and his 
passenger, who punched the 
driver in the back of his head, 
before leaping out of the cab 
and attempting to drag the 
chauffeur from his vehicle, 
cops said.

The suspect attempted to 
flee, but was stopped by po-
lice, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

Avenue apartment building 
and stole several bikes on 
July 31. 

The person who reported 
the crime told cops the snake 
forced the lobby door of the 
residence by Greene Avenue 
open at 4:41 am, then forced 
the basement door open, and 
removed the unspecified num-
ber of rides.

Welcome home 
A burglar stole a woman’s 

flat-screen television and two 
air conditioners while she was 
on vacation from her Fleet 
Walk home between July 26 
and Aug. 2. 

The lady returned to her 
building by Tillary Street on 
Aug. 2 at 9:04 am and noticed 
that her door had been un-
locked. She then discovered 
her 55-inch television and ven-
tilation units were missing, a 
report said.

Cycling cad 
Cops are hunting for the 

nogoodnik who lifted a man’s 
bicycle from the hallway of 
his Fulton Street apartment 
building sometime between 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 2.

The man had parked his 
Cannondale two-wheeler in 
the hallway of the residence 
near Waverly Avenue at noon 
on Aug. 1 and returned the 
next day at 6 pm to find it had 
been taken, cops said.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Slugger
Some brute slugged a 

man on Sixth Avenue on 
July 22.

The victim told police he 
was near 11th Street at 11:15 
pm, when the fiend waltzed 
up and nailed with him with 
a sucker punch.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which has been 
closed, cops said.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

can build.
He doesn’t think historic 

districts should stop being 
named either, but suggested 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission tighten its stan-
dards, approve fewer build-
ings, and stop greenlighting 
large portions of nabes for 
protection.

“We’re seeing more and 
more of these neighborhoods 
being converted into land-
marks and that’s a serious 
problem,” Ikeda said.

But the city already has 
slowed in designating the dis-
tricts, said one expert.

“There are so many neigh-
borhoods out there at the 
moment waiting to be land-
marked that the LPC hasn’t 
designated, it’s stunning,” 
said Simeon Bankoff, the ex-
ecutive director of Historic 

Districts Council, an advo-
cacy group for the protected 
areas. “It has slowed down 
immensely under the DeBla-
sio administration.”

He agreed that other fac-
tors suppress cheap housing, 
including the city’s zoning 
regulations and the lack of 
laws that protect small busi-
nesses from being priced out. 
But blaming historic districts 
isn’t the answer, he said, as 
costs of living in the city are 
spiking whether people re-
side in them or not.

“Prices have risen in 
Brooklyn Heights propor-
tionally to all of the other 
brownstone neighborhoods 
around there,” he said. “Land 
costs continually rise, which 
is the case for almost all of 
New York City.”

Continued from page 1
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

 Sheepshead Bay’s least-fa-
vorite son — “Pharma Bro” 
Martin Shkreli  — was con-
victed of fraud on Aug. 4, 
but the “Most Hated Man in 
America” still left the Brook-
lyn federal courthouse smirk-
ing, since the 12-person jury 
threw out most of the eight 
charges, including the most 
damning.

“This was a witch hunt of 
epic proportions, and maybe 
they found one or two broom-
sticks, but at the end of the 

day, we’ve been acquitted of 
the most important charges in 
this case and I’m delighted to 
report that,” Shkreli said out-
side the Cadman Plaza court-
house after the verdict was 
delivered.

The former hedge-fund 
manager gained infamy, 
and several of his nicknames, 
when he jacked up the price of 
a drug for AIDS patients from 
$13.50 to $750 per pill over-
night in 2015, trolled a jour-
nalist and the popular hip-hop 
group Wu Tang Clan on so-
cial media, and made plenty of 
other crude comments across 

Jury convicts Martin Shkreli
social media — none of which 
he was on trial for.

Prosecutors charged 
Shkreli with eight counts of 
fraud for a Ponzi-like scheme, 
and the case kicked off at the 
end of June.

 The seven-woman and five-
man jury began deliberating 
on July 31 , and after asking 
the judge for just  a few clarifi-
cations on the law on Aug. 1 , 
they were relatively quiet un-
til reaching the verdict.

The federal jury, kept 
anonymous, convicted the 
Sheepshead Bay-born-and-
bred 34-year-old on three of 

the eight fraud counts —  he 
was free to walk on $5 million 
bond, and faces up to 20 years 
in prison, but no sentencing 
date has been set yet, and he’s 
suspected to walk away with 
a much lighter sentence .

Shkreli took to his live 
YouTube channel just about 
an hour after leaving court — 
with a cold bottle of IPA in 
hand — talking out his case 
with viewers.

He’s delighted, he told 
them, but still hopes he doesn’t 
have to spend much time in 
the slammer.

“No jail time would be defi-
nitely ideal,” said Shkreli, who 
also said he’s still extremely 
wealthy but doesn’t think he 
wants to manage a hedge fund 
again.

Martin Shkreli was still smirking even after his Aug. 
4 conviction, because he was acquitted of the most 
serious charges.
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S
he’s in the Zone!

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
cartoonist will showcase her 

fantastical comics about lesbian 
witches, lost dragons, and goofy 
adventurers at the queer comics 
festival FlameCon, happening at 
the Brooklyn Bridge Marriott on 
Aug. 19 and 20.  Carey Pietsch  says 
that adapting the popular Dun-
geons & Dragons podcast  “The 
Adventure Zone”  into a comic 
coming out next year has helped 
push her out of her artistic com-
fort zone.

“I’m pretty lazy and would 
never want to write like, a herd 
of horses into a comic I’m making 
for myself, and if unchecked, those 
tendencies would end up limiting 
me,” said Pietsch. “Working with 
another writer gets me to learn to 
draw things I wouldn’t on my own 
— and it usually ends up being a 
really fun challenge!”

“The Adventure Zone” follows 
a trio of “lovable dummies” as they 
journey through a fantasy world, 
and Pietsch enjoys the chance to 
take their adventures out of the 
headphones and onto the page, 
she said.

“I’m really, really excited about 
the ways that translating it into a 
sequential, visual medium is going 
to allow us to continue to develop 
these characters and the world,” she 
said. “I love how much personality 
shows through in the voice acting 
the team does already, and I’m re-
ally looking forward to building 
on that with characters’ body lan-
guage and acting on the page.”

At FlameCon, Carey will show 
off some of her original art, a zine 
of queer fancomics set in the “Leg-
end of Zelda” universe titled “Leg-
end of Gay Zelda,” and many of 
her own mini-comic stories. 

When writing and drawing 
her own books, Pietsch said that 
she focuses on creating a world 
that will showcase character re-
lationships.

“I write a lot of fantasy, too. I’m 
a big fan of the way that kind of 
setting can be used to present nov-
elty or encourage a feeling of dis-

covery, but even more than that, I’m 
interested in using it as a tool to ex-
plore interpersonal relationships in 
new settings,” said Pietsch. “So my 
new comics generally come from 
me spending a lot of time think-
ing about the combination of those 
ideas, and tossing out a lot of less-
than-stellar false starts.”

FlameCon will feature two days 
of panel discussions on queer nerd 
topics, games, and more than 200 
exhibitors showing off their work. 
Pietsch said that she is thrilled to 
be able to bring her personal sto-
ries to a convention filled with like-
minded fans.

“Getting to exhibit at FlameCon 
means the world to me! I’m so, so 
excited to get to be a part of a con-
vention that’s all about queer com-
ics and queer creators,” she said. 
“It’s really special to me that we 
get to have an entire show that’s 
all about celebrating and bringing 
together our community.”

Carey Pietsch at FlameCon 
at Brooklyn Bridge Marriott 
(333 Adams St. at Metrotech 
Walk Downtown, flamecon.org) 
Aug. 19; noon–7:30 pm, Aug. 
20; noon–5:30 pm. $20–$79.

Pilot program

It’s aboat time!
A floating restaurant aboard a historic schoo-

ner lowered its gangplank to visitors last week, 
just off Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6. The 
 much-anticipated opening of Pilot  on Aug. 4 
gives Kings County residents a new waterfront 
spot to drop anchor 
and chow down. 

The floating eat-
ery serves a sea-
food-focused menu 
that includes oys-
ters, lobster rolls, 
and a soft-shell 
crab po’ boy. A 
marble oyster bar 
wraps around one 
mast, while another 
wooden bar at the 
other mast serves up 
$15 craft cocktails 
(we recommend the “Pilot No. 1” made with 
Jamaican rum, apple brandy, grenadine, and 
lime), along with beer and wine. Between the 
bars, several tables offer sit-down service.

Pilot is owned by Alex and Miles Pincus, 
(pictured) the team behind the popular Man-
hattan restaurant-on-a-boat Grand Banks. 

“After two years of hard work, intricate 
logistics, and a complete restoration, we are 
thrilled to finally be opening,” they announced 
on Facebook.

The schooner was only recently decked 
out for an upscale dining experience — the 
1924-built vessel enjoyed a previous life as 
the “Highlander Sea,” which  guided visiting 
ships safely into Boston Harbor , and later sailed 
around the world as a research vessel. 

After being acquired by the Pincus brothers, 
it was re-purposed at Gowanus Bay Terminal 
in Red Hook, where damaged planks from the 
hull were removed and replaced to accommo-
date the bar, kitchens, and freezers. 

Opening night was a fairly sedate affair, 
but now that crowds have discovered the boat 
bar, visitors should show up early or expect 
a wait. Pilot will remain docked on the north 
side of Pier 6 until October.

Pilot at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 (enter 
at Atlantic Avenue and Furman Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, www.pilotbrooklyn.com). Mon–Fri, 
3 pm–midnight; Sat, Sun, 11 am–midnight.

 — Lauren Gill

D I N I N G

These dancers are spin doctors!
A troupe of cosmic hula-hoopers will roll 

out their space-themed performance “Starship 
Hoopers” at the Manhattan Bridge Archway 
on Aug. 17, as part of the Live at the Arch-
way event series. The show’s creator hopes 
the audience will get involved and move their 
hips — which is ironically a good way to stay 
grounded when faced with the world’s lunacy, 
she says.

“I feel like the world is in a pretty crazy 
state of chaos these days and there’s an overall 
feeling like we’re in outer space,” said Tanya 
Gagne, who owns Big Sky Works, an arts and 
circus space in Williamsburg. “It’s hard to 
figure out how to navigate our lives on this 
planet — hula-hooping is an amazing way to 
be in your body and have fun.”

Gagne chose an August date for her show to 
coincide with two major astronomical events 
— the lunar eclipse on Aug. 7 and the solar 
eclipse on Aug. 21. To celebrate, eight hula 
hoopers in glitzed out costumes will create a 
living planetarium out of 70 glowing hoops, 
all spinning to spaced-out songs from artists 
including David Bowie, the Beatles, and Mod-
est Mouse.

After the performance, the Heavenly Bodies 
troupe will teach the audience their techniques 
for hooping it up, a skill that can be picked up 
surprisingly quickly, Gagnes said. 

“I want people to get into it and learn a 
few things,” she said. “Some people think 
they can’t hula-hoop, and within 15 minutes 
they’re doing it.” 

“Starship Hoopers” has no storyline, so peo-
ple can drop in to gaze at one starry number, 
or stay for the whole 90-minute hoop-de-doo. 
Gagnes hopes that those who come by will 
discover the circular logic of hooping their 
worries away. 

“I’m just trying to spread the love of peo-
ple being in their bodies and having some-
thing that brings them joy that they can do 
anywhere,” she said.

“Starship Hoopers” at Dumbo Archway (Wa-
ter St. between Adams Street and Anchorage 
Place in Dumbo, www.dumbo.is/live-at-the-
archway). Aug. 17 at 6 pm. Free. — Lauren Gill

Hoop dreams
E V E N T

By Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his New York City ferry tale comes 
to a close.

It’s the last stop! This week, 
we arrive at the northernmost Brook-
lyn location on our ferry kingdom 
ride. Did we save the best for last? 
Greenpoint certainly puts up a fight 
for the crown.

The pier surroundings are quite in-
dustrial, but a quick walk down India 
Street brings you to the trendy  Moon-
light Mile  (200 Franklin St. at India 
Street), named after a Rolling Stones 
song. It offers a dozen craft beers on 
tap, almost 200 options of American 
bourbon, whiskey, and rye, and a well-
stocked, completely free jukebox. The 
venue takes on a retro flair on Thurs-
days, with its cheeky Vinyl Nights.

If you need food before your booze, 
keep walking down India to Manhat-
tan Avenue and turn left. Here you’ll 
find Jungle Café (996 Manhattan Ave. 
at Huron Street), a homey and hearty 
vegan eatery, utterly delicious for all 

palates and very kid-friendly. Try the 
mac and cheese with Southern greens 
and fakin’ bacon, then grab one of 
their fresh juices for the road  — it’s 
time for a short walk.

Stroll south along the neighbor-
hood’s vibrant high street, Manhat-
tan Avenue, then turn onto Bedford 
Avenue to discover the giant stretch 
of greenery that is McCarren Park, 
which offers an  Olympic-sized pub-
lic pool  and courts and fields for all 
manners of sports, including softball, 
kickball, and bocce ball. Also very 

popular is the Saturday greenmar-
ket, offering produce from orchards, 
farms, and bakeries across New York 
and New Jersey.

If your exertions have left you gasp-
ing for some alcoholic refreshment, 
on the outskirts of the park you will 
find Spritzenhaus 33 (33 Nassau Ave. 
at Gurensey Street), a truly massive 
German beer hall. During the sum-
mer the walls roll up into the ceiling, 
giving a open-air, breezy feel to the 
proceedings, and its wood-burning ov-
ens turn out a German-centric menu 
of sausages and pretzels.

 Finally, lovers of punk music should 
check out the nearby Warsaw (261 
Driggs Ave., between Leonard and 
Eckford streets), an old Polish mu-
sic hall turned contemporary concert 
venue — and yes, they still serve kiel-
basa. The venue is closed for August, 
but starts up with a juicy selection of 
global artists in September.

New York City Ferry at Green-
point (10 India St. at the waterfront 
in Greenpoint, www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 
per trip.

Drawing fi re
Local cartoonist brings fantasy comics to FlameCon

FERRY TALES

The point of interest
Sail the ferry to Greenpoint for some 
great food, booze, and green spaces

Adventure time: Brooklyn artist 
Carey Pietsch (above) will show off 
her fantasy art and comic books at 
the Downtown comics convention 
FlameCon on Aug. 19 and 20. There, 
you can catch an advance look at 
her graphic novel adaptation of the 
Dungeons & Dragons podcast “The 
Adventure Zone” (left), coming out 
in 2018.
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Less than a mile: (Pictured top to bottom) At the whiskey bar Moon-
light Mile, just one block from the New York City ferry’s Greenpoint 
stop, owner Garry Embry shakes up a drink. And at the colorful 
Jungle Cafe in Greenpoint, Amira Abdalla holds guacamole and 
chips and a Jungle Burrito.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 11

High notes
It’s the penultimate 
show of the Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. 
The falsetto tones of 
indie pop duo Whit-
ney will soar across 
the park to close the 
night, but there are 
also three opening 
acts: harpist Dr. Ash-
ley Jackson, chamber-
folk artist Weyes 
Blood, and ethereal 
singer-songwriter 
Moses Sumney.

7 pm at Prospect Park 
Bandshell (enter at 
Prospect Park West and 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
www.bricartsmedia.org/
cb). $5 suggested dona-
tion.

SATURDAY
Aug. 12

Out of her 
‘Cage’
Fort Greene musician 
Frankie Rose launches 
her latest album “Cage 
Tropical” tonight, a 
collection of tunes 
influenced by ’80s 
synth sounds and sci-fi 
and horror sound-
tracks. She wrote most 
of the tunes while in 
exile in Los Angeles, so 
the album is a really a 
redemption story 
about her return to the 
borough of Kings.

8 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babysallright.com]. $14 
($12 in advance).

SUNDAY
Aug. 13

Troll talker 
The new comedy vari-
ety show “Not Dead 
Yet” launches tonight 
with a diverse array of 
definitely-not–zombi-
fied poets, musicians, 
and comedians, but 
we are most excited to 
hear the latest stand-
up from Dylan Marron 
(pictured), who 
recently launched the 
podcast “Conversation 
with People Who Hate 
Me,” where he chats 
with his online trolls.

8:30 pm at C’mon 
Everybody (325 Franklin 
Ave. between Clifton 
Place and Greene Avenue 
in Crown Heights. $7 $(5 
in advance).

MONDAY
Aug. 14

Bar of Avon
Shakespeare himself 
had to deal with 
rowdy, drunken 
crowds at the Globe, 
and you can get the 
same experience to 
tonight at “Shakes-
beer-ience: Richard 
III.” Sip a $4 draft and 
boo the villainous king 
as he connives his way 
into power at this 
boozy, high-energy 
performance from 
Seven Stages Shake-
speare Company. 

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com. Free.

THURSDAY
Aug. 17

Max power 
The way things are 
going, we may be liv-
ing in a post-apoca-
lyptic wasteland ruled 
by warlords by this 
time next week. So 
pick up some pointers 
on how to join the 
resistance and tips on 
wielding a flame-
throwing guitar at 
tonight’s outdoor 
screening of “Mad 
Max: Fury Road” in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

8 pm at Harbor View 
Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 11
THEATER, CONEY ISLAND CIRCUS 

SIDESHOW: Check out the tradi-
tional ten-in-one circus sideshow, 
with freaks, wonders, and human 
curiosities! Continuous admission 
offered all day. $10 ($5 kids). 1–7 pm. 
Coney Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

THEATER, NAKED “HAMLET”: An 
all-male group of actors wearing 
only their birthday suits will perform 
a nude version of Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet.”” Free. 5:30 pm. Prospect 
Park’s Music Pagoda (Enter at Ocean 
Avenue and Lincoln Road in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens), www.torn-
outtheater.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTIVAL 2017: 
A weekly jazz tribute to the music 
of Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–10pm. 
Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave. at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

FILM, “ROGUE ONE”: A free outdoor 
screening of the latest Star Wars 
fl ick in Owl’s Head Park, presented 
by Councilman Gentile. Free. 7 pm. 
Owl’s Head Park Playground [Colo-
nial Road at 67th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748–5300]. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC ABSTRACTIONS: 
Musician Seann Cantatore of Floun-
der Warehouse performs songs 
based on artwork by Maddie Moller, 
which will be on display during the 
show. $10. 7 pm. Nu Hotel Brooklyn 
[85 Smith St. at Atlantic Avenue in 
Downtown, (718) 852–8585], www.
nuhotelbrooklyn.com.

COMEDY, POSTMEN: Comedy trio 
Postmen bring their weekly their 
frenzied, physical, hyper-absurdist 
sketch and improv show to Bush-
wick. $5. 7:30 pm. Cobra Club (6 
Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bushwick), www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

MUSIC, CRUEL SUMMER: A two-room 
takeover of ’80s anthems performed 
by 10-piece cover band the Engage-
ments and ’90s hits spun by DJ Steve 
Reynolds. $10. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MURDERS”: This 
play is set in a decayed and bullet-
ridden New York City, where the 

Newquist clan will stop at nothing 
to maintain their performance of 
the perfect American family. $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. Burger on 
Smith (209 Smith St. between Baltic 
and Butler streets in Cobble Hill), 
www,littlemurders.eventbrite.com. 

MUSIC, KATH BLOOM, DIANE 
CLUCK, ERIN DURANT: $10. 8 pm. 
Sunnyvale [1031 Grand St. between 
Morgan and Vandervoort avenues 
in Bushwick, (347) 987–3971], sunny-
valebk.com. 

MUSIC, RJD2: $25 ($22 in advance). 9 
pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost St. at 
Debevoise Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/brook-
lyn-steel. 

CONEY ISLAND FIREWORKS: Watch 
the fi reworks illuminate the sky at 
Coney Island Beach and Board-
walk. Free. 9:30 pm. Coney Island 
Boardwalk (between W. 10th and W. 
15th streets in Coney Island), www.
nycgovparks.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, ¡ESCANDALO! A BUR-
LESQUE TELENOVELA: A scripted 
burlesque show that follows young 
ingenue Chuleta as she comes of 
age. $15. 10 pm. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island), coneyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 12
MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND MUSIC FES-

TIVAL: Bands, solo artists, and disc 
jockeys will play at the three stages, 
while vendors serve up tasty food 
and drinks. Free. 2–9 pm. [Stillwell 
Avenue at Surf Avenue in Coney 
Island, (347) 476–3384], www.cimu-
sicfestival.com. 

THEATER, A TASTE OF SHAKE-
SPEARE: Three zany, short Shake-
speare plays in one hour — “Tiny 
Tempest,” “One-Twelfth Night,” 
and “Midsummer: Tedious and 
Brief.” Voluntary donation. 3 pm 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, AUG 11
MUSIC, UNITED PRAISE NYC: With 

Jeremy Camp, Fred Hammond, 
Jaci Velasquez, and more. $36–
$220. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MENDES: $29–

$550. 7:30 pm.

FRI, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE MEET AND 

GREETS: $tba. 1 pm and 3:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19

SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER: 

$25–$220. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 20

SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$350–$600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21

SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $45–$240. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

He knows how to accessorize: Brock Lesner will wear this 
stylish belt while he appears at the World Wrestling Enter-
tainment Summerslam event at Barclays Center on Aug. 20.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 P
he

la
n 

M
. E

b
en

ha
ck

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
he show abides.

A high-flying film series in 
Bushwick will celebrate the cult 

classic “The Big Lebowski” at two 
immersive screenings filled with mu-
sic, eye-popping visuals, and aerial 
performances. Little Cinema’s “The 
Dude,” at the House of Yes on Aug. 
15 and 16, will be the company’s fi-
nal show of the season, and the pop-
ular stoner film is the perfect choice 
to take it home, said the founder of 
the screening series.

“We love this movie, and this sum-
mer edition is our last show before 
we take a small break and we wanted 
something fun and happy and also 
thought-provoking,” said Jay Rinksy, 
who lives in Williamsburg.

The movie is a timeless piece of 
work, and filled with imagery that 
Rinsky has long wanted to use in 
the show.

“Beyond fundamentals and pop 
culture, the film has a lot of really 
creative visual components,” said 
Rinsky. “ ‘The Big Lebowski’ is a 
political film with a lot of fun in it 
and it’s one of my personal favorite 
films, and something we wanted to 
do for a long time.

Over the last few years, the Little 
Cinema series has created immer-
sive shows for 33 different movies, 
including cult classics “The Fifth El-
ement,” “Donnie Darko,” and “Lab-
yrinth.” Each show immerses the 
audience in the world of the film, 
with actors dressed as the charac-
ters interacting with the audience, 
re-mixed visuals and music, and 
dance numbers inspired by the ac-
tion on the screen. 

For “The Big Lebowski,” the en-
tertainment will involve 20 perform-
ers, with dancers dressed as nihilist 
Germans, flamenco music, and drink 
specials on White Russian cocktails. 
There will also be a drinking game 
for guests who can spot a flying rug, 
which really ties the room together, 
said Rinsky.

“It’s a fusion of a live music, live 
circus dance, and immersive effects 
and a whole lot of crazy while film 
plays,” he said.

It may seem over-the-top, but that’s 
just, like, your opinion, man. 

“Through live music and video, 
we are going to recut our own visu-
als, and costumed and aerial dancers 
will be flying above people’s heads 
while other things happen around 
them,” he said. “Expect one surprise 
after another, and expect beautiful 
and psychedelic and skillfully im-

pressive aerial dancers, and the Dude 
flying above your head in a dream 
sequence.”

The performers often interact 
with the audience, but socially anx-
ious viewers who, like Donny, find 
themselves out of their element, can 
choose to sit in a “safe space zone,” 

where they watch the show and take 
it easy, said Rinsky.

“Little Cinema: The Dude” at 
House of Yes [2 Wyckoff Avenue 
between Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (347) 469-9882, 
www.houseofyes.org]. Aug 15–16 at 
7 pm. $30–$45.

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is going to be terrible.

At the “Maim that Tune” burlesque 
show on Saturday night, strippers will 

dance to the worst music they can imagine, 
including commercial jingles, inept ballads, 
and Toby Keith songs. The nauseating num-
bers chosen by the nearly-naked performers 
at Sideshows by the Seashore in Coney Is-
land on Aug. 12 will lead to an evening like 
no other, said the show’s producer. 

“People are screaming and saying ‘No!’ 
and clutching their heads — and that’s not the 
typical reaction to a burlesque show,” said 
host and performer Fancy Feast, who reigned 
as Miss Coney Island 2016. “It subverts the 
idea of what is a sexy night out.”

This is Williamsburg performer’s third 
year producing the night of miserable mu-
sic — which sold out both of its previous 
incarnations. There is something cathartic 
about expressing your feeling about terrible 
tunes along with a crowd, said Fancy. 

“People think they’re alone in their ha-
tred [of certain songs], but here they can 
get their ya-yas out,” she said. “It appeals 
to both sadists and masochists, so it’s a lit-
tle something for everyone.”

In previous years, dancers have stripped 
to the  Mr. Softee jingle ,  a mash-up of Smash-
mouth’s “All Star” and John Lennon’s “Imag-
ine,”  and Billy Ray Cyrus’s “Achy Breaky 

Heart.” But the “objective badness” of a song 
is less important to Fancy than the pain that 
each of the 13 performers go through while 
practicing their routines to music that they 
hate. Working through their revulsion can lead 
to a creative breakthrough, said Fancy. 

“I’m always amazed to see what happens 
in a performer’s head when they are stuck 
with a song that they hate for a long period 
of time. It creates some pretty twisted strip-
tease,” she said. “There have been several 
acts that have come out of this that have gone 
into regular rotation in people’s acts.”

Fancy would not reveal any of this year’s 
line-up, because the anticipation of waiting 
for the next song is part of the fun.

“People are really waiting for the next 
track, to see if they really hate it or not,” 
she said. “There have been some moments 
of debate.”

But she did reveal that two performers 
at this year’s show have chosen the same 
awful tune — which she would normally 
not allow.

“As a producer, on any other night, I would 
make them get a new selection,” said Fancy. 
“But for this show, some things are better 
heard twice, so people can really meditate 
on why the songs are so odious.”

“Maim that Tune” at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159, www.coneyisland.com]. 
Aug. 12 at 10 pm. $15.

lt’s awfully sexy
Strippers perform to world’s 
worst music in Coney Island

The ‘Little’ Lebowski
Immersive cinema show takes on the Dude

Boning up on films: (Pictured clockwise from top) Little Cinema creates immersive screenings of cult 
films, such as this scene from their show for “Donnie Darko.” An aerialist performs at a previous im-
mersive screening of “The Fifth Element” at the House of Yes, a popular show that Little Cinema has 
brought back more than once. And a performer embodies David Bowie’s Goblin King in “Labyrinth” 
at a previous Little Cinema show.
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A bloody shame: Burlesque performer Fancy Feast will host the “Maim that 
Tune” show celebrating terrible music on Aug. 12.
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and 6 pm. Prospect Park’s 
Concert Grove (153 E. Drive 
between Lincoln Road and 
Parkside Avenue in Pros-
pect Park), www.hedgepi-
gensemble.org. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Bargemusic presents a 
family concert of chamber 
music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 pm. 
Fulton Ferry Landing (1 
Water St. at Furman Street 
in Dumbo), www. bargemu-
sic.org. 

THEATER, NAKED “HAM-
LET”: 5:30 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

MUSIC, YOUSSOU N’DOUR, 
YACOUBA SISSOKO: Part 
of the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MUR-
DERS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

MUSIC, LO TOM: With T.W. 
Walsh. $15. 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, TABER GABLE TRIO, 
ALDEN HELLMUTH QUIN-
TET: $10. 9 pm. Williams-
burg Music Center [367 
Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–1654], www.wmcjazz.
org. 

THEATER, MAIM THAT TUNE: 
Striptease to the worst 
songs ever. Need we say 
more? $15. 10 pm. Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland.
com. 

FAD MARKET: Browse and 
shop unique handcrafted 
art, jewelry, apparel, bath 
and body care, tableware, 
and home furnishings. Free. 
11 am–6 pm. The Invisible 
Dog Art Center [51 Bergen 
St. between Boerum Place 
and Dean Street in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 560–3641], www.
theinvisibledog.org. 

MARKET, GRAHAM AVENUE 
FARMERS MARKET: Fresh-
from-the-farm veggies 
and fruits, Amish goodies, 
honey, and more, each Sat-
urday during the summer. 
Free. 8 am–5 pm. [Graham 
Avenue at Cook Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387–
6643], www.grahamavenue-
bid.net. 

KAYAKING: Paddle in the 
East River. Children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by an adult guardian. Free. 
10 am to 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse (End 
of Pineapple St. and Furman 

Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.bbpboathouse.org. 

DINING, TAP AND CORK 
FEST: Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
beer and wine fest takes 
over Restoration Plaza for 
a day-long celebration, 
with live performances DJ 
CEO. $25 ($60 VIP). 2–8 
pm. Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

COMEDY, BOOK CLUB COM-
EDY SHOW: At Book Club, 
comedians read books 
so you don’t have to! This 
month they discuss “The 
Handmaid’s Tale.” With 
hosts Colin Stokes and 
Blythe Roberson, Jaboukie 
Young-White, Monica 
Heisey, and more. $8 ($6 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SUN, AUG. 13
DOWN TO EARTH FARMER’S 

MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including seasonal 
fruits and veggies, speciality 
foods, prepared foods, bev-
erages, eggs, honey, milk, 
baked goods, and more. 
Free. 10 am–4 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

TOUR, GREEN-WOOD TROL-
LEY TOUR: Visit the cem-
etery’s notable “permanent 
residents” on one of three 
trolley tours. $20. 10 am 
and 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

TOUR, BIKE BROWNSTONE 
BROOKLYN: Take a bike 
tour through Brooklyn’s 
most idyllic neighbor-
hoods, with a trip from Park 
Slope to Red Hook and 
back. $20. 10 am. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], www.bike.nyc. 

MUSIC, SUNSET TANKER-
TIME: Enjoy a Mediterra-
nean-themed music jam 
while you relax onboard 
the Mary A. Whalen boat. 
Free. 5 pm–midnight. Mary 
A. Whalen, Pier 11, Atlantic 
Basin [190 Pioneer St. at 
ferry landing in Red Hook, 
(917) 414–0565], portside-
newyork.org/summer-2017. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MUR-
DERS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

MON, AUG. 14
FILM, “THE LEGO BATMAN 

MOVIE”: A screening of 
the fi lm as part of “Coney 
Island Flicks on the Beach.” 
Come enjoy fl icks with sand 
between your toes! Free. 7 

pm. (West 12th Street and 
Riegelmann Boardwalk in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
islandfunguide.com. 

READING, BOOKS BENEATH 
THE BRIDGE: Jenny Zhang 
reads from her fi rst story 
collection, “Sour Heart,” 
and Alissa Nutting reads 
from her novel “Made for 
Love,” about sex dolls and 
technology. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Granite Prospect [Old Ful-
ton Street at Furman Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedy favorite Wyatt 
Cenac, this weekly show 
features comedy from the 
best local and international 
stand up comedians. $8 ($5 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: Buckle your rocket 
ship’s seat belt for an eve-
ning of mind-bending lec-
tures, volatile experiments, 
chemical libations, and 
star-gazing sounds. Free. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Jacob Wil-
liams, Zach Sims, Fumi Abe, 
and Alvin Irby. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights). 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES: The 
monthly reading series wel-
comes Amelia Gray, Lindsay 
Hunter, Samantha Hunt, 
Jac Jemc, and Sarah Rose 
Etter. Free. 8 pm. Franklin 
Park (618 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues. in Crown Heights), 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, AUG. 15
TALK, HONEY WORKSHOP 

AND TASTING: Enjoy a fun 
wildfl ower honey evening 
awakening your palate com-
paring honeys from Brook-
lyn Grange and from west-
ern Massachusetts. With 
cocktails, too. $35. 7 pm. 
The Farm on Adderley [1108 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 
287–3101], www.thefar-
monadderley.com. 

TALK, DEATH AND DHARMA: 
The Brooklyn Zen Center 
and Green-Wood Cemetery 
host discussion so death, 
dying, and the hereafter. 
$5–$20. 7 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.brooklynzen.org. 

TALK, CALIFORNIA VS. NEW 
YORK WINE TASTING: 
Wine educator Elizabeth 
Marsh discusses the differ-
ences between the regions 
and leads a head-to-head 
wine tasting. $45. 7 pm. 
Museum of Food and Drink 
[62 Bayard St. between Lo-
rimer and Leonard streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 387–

2845], www.mofad.org/
events/2017/8/15/california-
vs-new-york-wine-tasting. 

MUSIC, EL TEN ELEVEN FEA-
TURING EMILE MOSSERI: 
With Pete International Air-
port. $20 ($18 in advance). 
9 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

WED, AUG. 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

BROOKLYN SMUTTY BOOK 
CLUB: The second session 
of the Brooklyn Smutty 
Book Club will discuss “The 
Average American Male,” 
by Chad Kultgen. With $5 
cock-tale specials. Free. 7 
pm. Paddy’s of Park Slope 
[273 13th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0831], 
www.meetup.com/Smutty-
Book-Club. 

TALK, GENERATION 
WOMEN: A cross-gener-
ational storytelling night 
for women with the theme 
“Nevertheless, I Persisted.” 
$25. 7 pm. Wythe Hotel 
[80 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
460–8000], www.wytheho-
tel.com. 

MUSIC, COURTESY TIER, 
YANKEE LONGSTRAW: 
With Gamblers, A Devils 
Broadcast. $12 ($10 in ad-

vance). 7:30 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

READING, EMILY CULLITON: 
The Brooklyn author reads 
from her debut novel, “The 
Misfortune of Marion Palm,” 
about a woman who em-
bezzles from her children’s 
private school and makes 
a run for it. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Books Are Magic (225 
Smith St. at Butler Street in 
Cobble Hill). 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: David 
Drake hosts this weekly 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase. With Megan Gai-
ley, Aaron Weaver, Saurin 
Choksi, and more. $5. 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, AUG. 17
MUSIC, LIVE AT THE ARCH-

WAY: Spend your Thursday 
nights this summer under-
neath the Manhattan Bridge 
archway listening to music 
from across the world! Free. 
6 pm. Manhattan Bridge 
Archway Plaza [Water Street 
and Pearl Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], www.
dumbo.is. 

FILM, “MAD MAX: Fury 
Road”: Enjoy a screening 
of the movie, set to the 
backdrop of the New York 
City skyline! Music and food 
vendors open at 6 pm, and 
the movie begins at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Harbor 
View Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at $12. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

MUSIC, “ECHO ET NAR-
CISSE”: Brooklyn Opera 
Works presents the rarely 
heard Baroque opera based 
on the myth of Echo and 
Narcissus. $10–$25. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Dekalb Avenue 
and Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, (646) 765–4773], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Association 
of New York sets up high-
powered telescopes for 

stargazing sessions that are 
free and open to the public, 
weather permitting. Free. 
8:30–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier One [Old 
Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, NINA DIAZ: $12 ($10 
in advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

FRI, AUG. 18
FACE OF FIFTH AVENUE 

WEEKEND WALK: Enjoy 
live music, diverse din-
ing, original artwork, and 
children’s entertainment 
along Fifth Avenue, which 
will close to vehicle traffi c 
for the night. Free. 5–10 
pm. (Fifth Avenue between 
73rd and 84th streets in Bay 
Ridge), www.bayridgebid.
com. 

ART, MOFAD AT NIGHT: An 
open house at the Museum 
of Food and Drink Lab, 
where you can snack, chat, 
and check out the “Chow: 
Making the Chinese Ameri-
can Restaurant” exhibit. 
$20. 6 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2845], www.
mofad.org. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND 
BALANCES, OR BOTTOMS 
UP!”: A young New York 
schoolgirl is galvanized into 
a community activist and to-
gether with key allies, learns 
to fi ght back against forces 
of tyranny, prejudice, and 
hatred through satire, song 
and slapstick. Free. 6:30 
pm. (Coney Island Board-
walk at W. 10th St. in Coney 
Island), www.theaterforth-
enewcity.net. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 6:40 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2017: 7pm–10pm. See 
Friday, Aug. 11. 

COMEDY, POSTMEN: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 11. 

THE CHAMPAGNE RIOT: 
The supper club celebrates 
vintage jazz, burlesque and 
vaudeville, starring Sydni 
Deveraux, Evil Hate Mon-
key, and Jesse Gelber and 
the Rounders. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm and 10:30 
pm. Guadalupe Inn [1 Knick-

erbocker Ave. at Johnson 
Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
366–0500], guadalupein-
nbk.com. 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE MER-
MAID”: The Narrows Com-
munity Theater presents its 
Summer Youth production 
of Disney’s animated movie. 
ID Required to enter the 
base. $25 ($20 seniors/stu-
dents; $15 children 12 and 
younger). 8 pm. Ft. Ham-
ilton Army Base Theater 
[101st Street and Ft. Ham-
ilton Parkway in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482–3173], www.
narrowscommunitytheater.
com. 

MUSIC, MIKNNA: $20 ($15 
in advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE 
COMEDY SHOW: Free 
comedy and free pizza, 
with guests Roy Wood, Jr., 
Jo Firestone, Louis Katz, 
Janelle James, and more. 
$10 ($5 in advance). 9 pm. 
Big Irv’s (381 Hooper St. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg), tinyurl.com/camo-
show. 

CONEY ISLAND FIREWORKS: 
9:30 pm to 10 pm. See Fri-
day, Aug. 11. 

SAT, AUG. 19
TOUR, BIKE TO THE BEACH: 

Take a bike tour through 
Prospect Park and then 
along the Ocean Parkway 
Bike path — the oldest in 
America — to Coney Island. 
$20. 10 am. Bartel-Pritchard 
Square (15th Street at 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope), www.bike.nyc. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND 
BALANCES, OR BOTTOMS 
UP!”: See Thursday, Aug. 
18. Free. 2 pm. Herbert Von 
King Park (Marcy and Lafay-
ette avenues), www.theater-
forthenewcity.net. 

MUSIC, IN THE VALLEY 
BELOW: With Flagship. $15. 
9 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

TRAVELING IN THE CITY OF 
TOMORROW: A workshop 
where transportation alter-
natives of the future will be 
explored and then use craft 
materials to design vehicles 
for the next century. Free 
with Museum Admission. 
1:30 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.nytransitmuseum.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Part of their world: Young actors will portray Sebastian the Crab, Princess Ariel, 
Scuttle the seagull, and Prince Eric in the Narrows Community Theater’s produc-
tion of “The Little Mermaid,” opening on Aug. 18.

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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LOSE 30 POUNDS
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Eff ectively

NOVEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017OCTOBER 2016 DECEMBER 2016

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1. Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2. Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3. Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4. Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5. One-on-One Personal Support
6. Medical Experts
7. Long Term Weight Loss Success
8. No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.933.3323
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York

               www.EliteWeightLossNY.comB Q B82B7

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Call them burned book-
worms.

Visitors to the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Flatbush 
branch were heated after a 
broken air conditioning sys-
tem forced the book lender to 
cut its hours for the rest of 
the season on July 24, flar-
ing up those who use the fa-
cility as a cool escape from 
the summer sun.

“I thought, ‘What am I do-
ing here? Why did I come?’ ” 
said patron Jesenia Sealy. “I 
thought it was supposed to 
be somewhere cool and it’s 
the opposite!”

Library officials are work-
ing with the city’s Department 
of Design and Construction 
on a $1.5-million project to 
replace the location’s heating 

Steamy readers
Flatbush library patrons fuming after 
busted AC prompts reduced hours

The Brooklyn Public Library’s Flatbush branch cut 
its hours on July 24 in order to protect customers 
and staff from extreme heat after the facility’s air 
conditioning went haywire.
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heat, according to the book 
lender’s rep, and massive fans 
were installed in lieu of air 
conditioners to help curb the 
branch’s temperature.

The new operating hours, 
from 8 am to 1 pm on week-
days and from 9 am to 1 pm 
on Saturdays, will remain in 
effect through Oct. 2.

A learning center attached 
to the library at 22 Linden 
Blvd. adopted a similar sched-
ule as a result of the busted 
air conditioning, except for 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
when it is open from 12:45 
to 8 pm.

But the fans and reduced 
hours are not enough to stop 
locals who rely on the branch 
from sweating bullets when 
they visit, according to a reg-
ular.

“It’s definitely not opti-
mal,” said Ellee de Baun, a 
Prospect–Lefferts Gardens 
resident who uses the library 
to study. “It’s disappointing, 
because it’s really hot.”

Readers who seek a more 
comfortable experience 
should visit nearby locations, 
including the Windsor Ter-
race, Crown Heights, and Cor-
telyou branches, the spokes-
woman said.

and cooling systems, but there 
is no set date for repairs to be-
gin, a spokeswoman said.

The shortened schedule 
is intended to protect visi-
tors and staff from extreme 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It just loves his f lashy 
ways!

The city named the  Clin-
ton Hill basketball courts 
where late rapper Christo-
pher “Biggie” Wallace used 
to shoot hoops  in his honor 
on Aug. 2, commemorating 
the Brooklyn native as an in-
spiration for local youngsters 
just four years after the com-
munity blocked an attempt 
to memorialize him with a 
street co-naming.

“We started with a divided 
community and watched it 
quickly galvanize around 
the idea that young people 
need someone they can look 
up to, to show there’s a way 
out of any circumstance,” said 
Councilman Robert Cornegy 
(D–Bedford-Stuyvesant), 

who proposed the tribute to 
the nabe’s community board 
earlier this summer.

The pol grew up with Wal-
lace and promised the hip hop 
icon’s mother that he would 
continue to honor his leg-
acy after the street co-nam-
ing bid fizzled. Community 
Board 2’s Executive Commit-
tee voted unanimously in June 
to greenlight Cornegy’s idea 
to name the hoops at Crispus 
Attucks Playground on Ful-
ton Street and Classon Ave-
nue after the rapper, who was 
shot and killed at 24.

The latest proposal,  like 
the 2013 street naming at-
tempt , drew criticism from 
some locals who argued the 
artist’s misogynistic and vi-
olent lyrics should disqualify 
him from receiving the trib-
ute, but members of the ad-

Life after death
Clinton Hill hoops named 
after local rapper ‘Biggie’

visory panel said it was time 
to move on and embrace the 
local legend.

A huge crowd descended 
upon the courts to celebrate 
the occasion, with kids shoot-
ing hoops as a disc jockey 
spun tunes, including the 
rapper’s hit “Juicy.”

Attendees included Wal-
lace’s daughter, T’yanna, his 
cousin Lil’ Cease, local DJ and 
television host  Uncle Ralph 
McDaniels  — who produced 

the music video for “Juicy” 
— and radio personality Mis-
ter Cee, who said the musi-
cian wouldn’t believe that city 
blacktop bears his name.

“If you told him a basket-
ball court was named after 
him he’d probably still say 
‘Who me?!’ ” he said.

Fans thought differently, 
though.

“This was a monumental 
day for Brooklyn,” said Flat-
bush resident Fritz Valerus. 

Officials, friends, and family cut the ribbon for the 
Christopher “Biggie” Wallace basketball courts in 
Crispus Attucks playground on Aug. 2.
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Bariatric surgery is typically referred to as 
“weight loss surgery,” but these surgical pro-
cedures are not primarily cosmetic. The re-
sulting gradual, long-lasting weight loss that 
patients who have undergone bariatric sur-
gery experience improves overall health and 
quality of life. In recent years, patients have 
shown even more dramatic health improve-
ments than ever, including long-term remis-
sion of type-2 diabetes and even improved 
fertility. 

Other benefits of sustained weight loss 
through bariatric surgery include joint pain 
relief and alleviation of obesity-related co-
morbidities including high blood pressure, 
sleep apnea, asthma and high cholesterol.  
These procedures can also benefit a patient’s 
psychological health and often decrease feel-
ings of depression and anxiety.

To determine which of the three major 
types of bariatric surgery will be the safest 
and most effective for individual patients, 
physicians consider factors including age, 
health risk, weight and lifestyle habits. The 
most popular procedure is a sleeve gastrono-
my, in which part of the stomach is removed 
and a smaller sleeve-shaped stomach is cre-
ated. The smaller stomach allows the patient 
to feel satisfied with much less food than was 
the case before surgery. The other two bar-
iatric procedures are lap band surgery and 
bypass surgery. These procedures are mini-
mally invasive because they are performed 
laparoscopically.

At NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Meth-
odist Hospital, the process leading up to 
successful bariatric surgery takes about six 
months and requires the patient to lose some 
weight, consult with a primary care physician 
as well as a psychiatrist and a nutritionist, and 
attend an educational seminar and support 
group. Following bariatric surgery, patients 

attend regular support group seminars and 
continue with yearly follow-up visits for the 
rest of their lives. “Our program is unique in 
that it has the longest follow-up of patients 
I have seen,” said Michael E. Zenilman, M.D., 
chairman of surgery at the Hospital.

“Bariatric surgery is currently the second-
most popular general surgical procedure in 
the country. More than 200,000 of these op-
erations are done every year in the US,” said 
Piotr Gorecki, M.D., chief of laparoscopy sur-
gery and director of the bariatric weight loss 
program at the Hospital.

People with morbid obesity either have a 
body mass index (BMI) of over 35 with obesi-
ty-related medical conditions or a BMI of over 
40 without any of these conditions. Morbid 
obesity can lead to diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, cardiovascular disease, sleep apnea, 
asthma, infertility and even some cancers.

The Hospital has been recognized by the 
American Society of Bariatric Surgery as a 
“Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence” since 
2005 and is still one of the few regional in-
stitutions with this accreditation. According 
to Dr. Zenilman, “because of our great staff, 
wonderful interdisciplinary program and lead-
ers like Dr. Gorecki, bariatric procedures here 
have evolved even ahead of national trends.”

Patients typically lose between 50 to 80 
percent of excess weight as a result of bar-
iatric weight loss surgery and statistics show 
that they live an average of ten to twelve 
years longer. “Surgically-induced weight loss 
helps to reduce medical problems and helps 
people to live happier, longer lives,” said Dr. 
Gorecki.

To schedule an appointment with a specialist 
affiliated with NYP Brooklyn Methodist Hospital’s 
Surgical Weight Reduction Program, please call 
718-499-CARE or visit NYP.org/Brooklyn.

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

“M
arco!” Halle 
Berry calls to 
her insanely 

adorable son in the new movie, 
“Kidnap.”

“Polo!” the 6-year-old glee-
fully calls back.

“Marco!” Halle calls again 
as they play in a sun-dappled 
park.

“Polo!”
If you’ve seen the poster 

for this movie — or heck, no-
ticed its name — it will come 
as no surprise that a few min-
utes later, when Halle is dis-
tracted by a phone call from 
her lawyer telling her that her 
ex wants full custody of the kid 
(hiss!), her child disappears. 
He has been “Taken.”

Oh, wait. Sorry. That’s the 
Liam Neeson franchise. But 
anyway, yes, her child has 
disappeared in the blink of 
an eye — no one saw him 
snatched, he didn’t protest or 
scream — and a few fran-
tic scenes later Halle spies 
him being loaded into a car 
even older than my own. In-
credible. How is it that child-
snatching is presented as such 
a lucrative business (accord-
ing to the movie, kids go for 
$100,000 each) and yet the 
snatchers drive clunkers?

It must be because they 
drive the most amazing clunk-
ers in all creation, capable of 
careening through 90 minutes 
of Hollywood car chases. For 
that is what “Kidnap” quickly 
becomes: Halle on the heels 
of the creeps, gunning down 
the highway (setting off other 

car wrecks on the way, all 
treated as meh, because she 
is a Mom on a Mission), inter-
spersed with car interior shots 
of Halle talking to herself — 
“I’m coming baby!” — and … 
that’s it. Plus, in one scene, 
there’s a shovel to someone’s 
head. Now you don’t have to 
buy a ticket. 

But a trite script and only 
moderately tense car chase are 
not what’s criminal about this 
movie. What’s criminal is that 
it is supposed to be a heroic 
tale of Halle dealing with ev-
ery mom’s worst nightmare: 
A stranger kidnapping her 
kid. But instead of empow-
ering moms, the  plot rein-
forces the idea that this partic-
ular crime is, if not common, 
at least something that nor-
mal parents should consider 
when taking their kids on an 
outing. 

Thinking that way is not 
only terrifying, it is chang-
ing the way we parent, and the 
way our kids grow up.

Strangers kidnapping 
young children to sell is such 
a vanishingly rare crime that 
David Finkelhor, head of the 
Crimes against Children Re-

search Center at the University 
of New Hampshire, said he’d 
file the “Kidnap” movie un-
der “science fiction.” In fact, 
if for some reason you wanted 
your child to be kidnapped 
by a stranger, do you know 
how long would you have to 
leave him or her outside, un-
attended, for this to be statis-
tically likely to happen?

A day? An hour? Two 
minutes while you talk on 
the phone to your divorce 
lawyer? 

The answer is 750,000 
years. It’s like how many lot-
tery tickets would you have 
to buy to make it statistically 
likely you’d win. You’d have 
to leave your kid outside for 
750,000 years before you 
could be pretty sure he’d be 
kidnapped, according to num-
bers crunched for me by War-
wick Cairns, author of “How 
to Live Dangerously.” 

And yet, around the coun-
try, parents wait with their 
kids at the bus stop every 
morning now, or drive them 
door to door. A Mayo Clinic 
study found that three out of 
four parents are afraid their 
children will be abducted. 

This fear translates into kids 
being constantly supervised 
outdoors, or simply stashed 
indoors, for fear of preda-
tors. 

A single movie doesn’t 
move the needle, but what 
we have today is a culture so 
obsessed by kiddie kidnap-
ping you’ll often find a booth 
at street fairs where parents are 
encouraged to fingerprint their 
kids, save a bit of their hair, 
and sometimes even have the 
kids take a dental impression, 
all to be prepared if “the un-
thinkable” (that we can’t stop 
thinking about) occurs. 

What is the harm of being 
prepared? It’s that in our fo-
cus on kidnapping, we have 
changed childhood. Fewer 
kids run around outside or 
even know how to organize 
a game. We think we’re keep-
ing them “safe” but in reality, 
we are exposing them to far 
more likely dangers. Obesity 
and childhood depression are 
both up. My gosh, “adult on-
set” diabetes soared 30 per-
cent from 2000 to 2009 — 
in children. 

We are making our kids 
more emotionally and physi-
cally vulnerable by not letting 
them do things on their own. 
Until we give them back some 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time outside, consider them 
kidnapped … by us.

Lenore Skenazy is found-
er of Free-Range Kids, a 
contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

‘Kidnap’ not worth your worry

By Lenore Skenazy

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Three contestants scarfed down chunks 
of broccoli during an eating contest at the 
Salute to “Seinfeld” Night at MCU Park 
on Aug. 5. The Brooklyn Cyclones’ ode 
to the television sitcom featured the eaters 
chomping down on the food the character 
Newman hated so much he denounced it 
as a “vile weed” — which was actually 
pretty tasty, according to the winner, who 
finished six pieces of the veggie first.

“I eat broccoli a lot. It was prepared 
steamed and that’s how I usually eat it,” 
said Max Dismore, of Fort Greene.

Max Dismore scarfed down six pieces of broccoli the fastest during an 
eating competition at MCU Park’s “Seinfeld” Night.
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 and applies only to single-receipt 
qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than 
the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. †*Mattress Firm YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/7/17-8/13/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 
and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler (a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be 
combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 4000 tumblers 
and 2000 coolers. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/7/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.
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DAYS

FINAL CHANCE • ENDS SUNDAY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

AN OFFER SO COOL
WE HAD TO DO IT ONE LAST TIME.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED
See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.

$49999

PLUSH COOLING
QUEEN MATTRESS

$20999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

ENDS TUESDAY

Every
Day!

An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

Over 15
QUEEN MATTRESSES

UNDER

$69999

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2999.99 

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at 
sets. Some models in 

select stores only.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*
$1299.99 

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at 
sets. Some models in 

select stores only.

+ †* 

MF45_NYC_ROP_8.11_BKNCOMMUNITY

GET A FREE YETI WITH 
SELECT PURCHASES†* Up to a 

$299.99 
value.

+ †* 


