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Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Police will not charge the  driver of 
a commercial garbage truck who hit 
and killed a cyclist in Greenpoint on 
July 22 then left the scene , but still 
have not closed the case — a move 
that keeps evidence secret, potentially 
until the controversy surrounding the 
death blows over.

Five separate police spokespeo-
ple told the Brooklyn Paper on Aug. 
11 that no criminal charges are being 
made against the male motorist who 
killed 27-year-old Neftaly Ramirez be-
cause a three-week investigation found 
the driver didn’t know he hit the bike 
rider, but then said the probe is ongo-
ing and refused to say what evidence is 
necessary to close the case — a tactic 
that keeps the public from accessing 
the crash investigation report, which 
would shed light on what happened, 
according to experts.

“You don’t make a determination 
and then say it’s ongoing,” said attor-
ney Adam White, who represents injured 
cyclists and pedestrians. “It’s the epit-
ome of stupidity and arrogance. They’ve 
made up their minds, but to block any 
scrutiny, they say the investigation is on-
going, which blocks journalists and fam-
ily members from obtaining the crash 
investigation report. By saying it’s not 
complete and dragging things on for six 
months or a year, the smoke clears and 
the case gets old. People forget.”

Cops have been looking into whether 
the driver —  an employee of private 
trash collector Action Carting  — knew 
he hit Ramirez, who was pedaling home 
from work at Paulie Gee’s pizzeria on 
Franklin Street when the motorist made 
a right turn onto Noble Street and struck 
him. But an NYPD rep said police de-
termined that the driver didn’t know he 
hit the cyclist, claiming it’s impossible 
to convict him of a crime he had no idea 
he committed, especially since he was 
operating a massive garbage truck.
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Cops won’t close fatal hit-and-run case, keep evidence concealed

A WALL OF SILENCE

“You need probable cause to arrest 
someone. If someone hits someone and 
it’s a big gigantic garbage truck and 
they don’t know they hit him, you can’t 
charge someone with a crime,” said 
Lieutenant John Grimpel.

There is no video of the actual col-
lision, according to Grimpel, who said 
cops talked to the driver and his col-
league who allegedly was in the pas-
senger seat at the time of the crash, but 
refused to say what the decision not to 
press charges is based on.

He then refused to clarify what is 
keeping the case open, saying they don’t 
close in 24 hours — despite the probe 
being active for weeks.

Another legal expert said cops of-
ten get everything needed to convict 
someone in one to two days and may 
find new corroborating evidence, such 
as interviews with 911 callers, a few 
weeks later, but anything that would 

make a big difference is rarely found 
that far out.

“Most of the evidence they rely upon 
is usually collected within 24 to 48 
hours, maybe a week or two,” said at-
torney Daniel Flanzig, who represents 
cyclists and pedestrians across the city. 
“I can’t imagine what they’re going to 
recover that they haven’t recovered al-
ready. I never see developments later 
on that they didn’t have before.”

Police typically keep a case open to 
make it appear as if there’s still a chance 
charges can be brought, he said.

“To satisfy journalists and the pub-
lic they keep their files open for six to 
12 months,” said Flanzig.

Both attorneys said authorities at the 
very least could issue the driver a sum-
mons for not yielding to Ramirez while 
making his right turn, but another po-
lice spokesman said the driver wasn’t 
guilty of violating that law.

“That’s not what the investigation 
is showing,” said Detective Ahmed 
Nasser.

But police often don’t put effort into 
probing cyclist and pedestrian fatali-
ties because it’s easy to let suspects 
off when their victims are dead, ac-
cording to White, who said it’s not un-
common for tapes of 911 calls and in-
terviews with witnesses at the scene 
to go missing.

“Nine times out of 10 the cops just 
figure it’s the driver’s word against a 
dead person’s,” he said. “Why do they 
do this? It’s easy, they’re lazy, they’re 
prejudiced — I don’t know. It’s not a 
priority for them. They don’t think of 
it as a crime and they do a half-a---- 
investigation.”

The District Attorney’s office is also 
responsible for conducting a separate 
investigation, but usually relies on po-
lice reports instead of doing its own 
work, said White.

“It seems to me the DA’s office re-
lies entirely too much upon the police 
making the assessment whether there’s 
any criminality,” he said.

A rep for the District Attorney’s of-
fice refused to comment on the details of 
the case and said it will be closed “when 
all investigatory avenues have been con-
cluded and a final conclusion has been 
reached.” He refused to say which other 
avenues are currently being explored.

Police are also refusing to release 
the name of the driver, claiming it is 
against policy to identify persons of in-
terest before an arrest is made, despite 
having  named suspects  of past  ongoing 
investigations  numerous  times .

Flanzig said it’s uncommon for cops 
to reverse their decision and decide to 
press charges, but that it has happened 
when police are pressured to hold some-
one accountable.

“It tends to be political pressure 
or journalists putting pressure on the 
NYPD when they turn around and make 
the charges,” he said.

Police survey the scene in Greenpoint where Neftaly Ramirez was hit 
and killed by a garbage truck driver last month.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Hey, Tray!
Actor and comedian Tracy Morgan 

hit Sheepshead Bay to film his new 
television show “The Last O.G.” on 
Aug. 8. 

The series features Morgan as a 

Brooklyn-born-and-bred ex-con named 
Tray who is released from prison after 
15 years behind bars and must navigate 
a newly gentrified County of Kings, in-
cluding its hipsters, coffee shops, and 
rainbow food obsession. 

“The Last O.G.” will debut on Turner 
Broadcasting System later this year. 

Morgan fi lming all around boro

Actor Tracy Morgan filmed a scene for his new television show, 
“The Last O.G.,” in Sheepshead Bay last week.

Tracy in town

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They took it to the extrem-
ists.

Hundreds of Kings County ac-
tivists occupied Grand Army Plaza 
on Aug. 13 to condemn the fatal 
violence that consumed a Virginia 
city on Aug. 12 when Confederate-
flag-waving white supremacists 
clashed with anti-fascist protestors, 
leaving one person dead.

“What happened on Saturday 
was incredibly disturbing and up-
setting, and people were looking 
for an outlet,” said Liat Olenick, 
co-founder of anti-extremist group 
Indivisible Nation BK, which orga-
nized the event. “One of the things 
a protest or rally offers is know-

ing you’re not alone in your out-
rage, and reminding us of all the 
work we have to do.”

The organization first called for 
the rally, which was announced on 
Aug. 10, in response to comments 
President Trump made last week 
that exacerbated an escalating con-
flict with North Korea.

But the demonstration’s fo-
cus quickly turned south after 
fighting erupted between white 
nationalists, neo-Nazis, and Ku 
Klux Klan members — who de-
scended on Charlottesville, Va., 
to oppose the removal of a statue 
of Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee from a city park — and coun-
ter-protestors who gathered to op-
pose the extremists. A 20-year-old 

man and  alleged Nazi sympathizer  
drove his car into a crowd of non-
violent demonstrators, killing a 
32-year-old woman and injuring 
several others before the conflict 
subsided. 

Organizers of the Brooklyn 
rally were pleased by the num-
ber of locals who attended de-
spite the short notice, according 
to Olenick, who said hundreds of 
participants gathered beneath the 
plaza’s historic Soldiers’ and Sail-
ors’ Arch for the event.

“We were really happy,” she 
said. “When we called it, we were 
expecting something pretty small, 
and given how quick we put it out 
there, we were definitely pleased 
with the turnout.”

Protesting Brooklynites carried 
signs reading “peace and sanity” 
and “reject white supremacists” 
while shouting chants that in-
cluded “No hate, no fear, stand 
up, fight back.”

They were joined by several 
area pols, including Councilmen 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) and 
Jumaane Williams (D–Flatbush), 
Assembly members Robert Car-
roll (D–Park Slope) and Jo Anne 
Simon (D–Downtown), Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James, and 
Congresswoman Yvette Clarke 
(D–Flatbush),  whose petition to 
remove General Lee’s name from 
a street on Brooklyn’s Fort Ham-
ilton military base was denied by 
the U.S. Army this month. 

Keeping peace in Park Slope
Locals rally in response to fatal Charlottesville violence

Congresswoman Yvette Clarke speaks at Grand Army Plaza, where hundreds of locals 
gathered to condemn the deadly violence that broke out during last weekend’s white na-
tionalist demonstrations in Virginia.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a tower tantrum.
Noise from the construction of 

two towers at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier 6 is scaring young-
sters at a popular playground next 
to the work site, according to sev-
eral parents.

“My son doesn’t like the noise,” 
said Bedford-Stuyvesant resi-
dent Monica Lubin, whose son 
was playing in a sandbox near 
the construction zone. “He was 
complaining that it’s too loud and 
he had his hands on his ears. It’s 
scary.”

Crews started building the high-
rises at the foot of Atlantic Av-
enue on July 19 and are in the 
34-day process of hammering 
more than 400 steel beams into 

the ground. Each pile is driven 
into the earth in two 10-minute 
increments, an activity that ex-
ceeds 100 decibels, which is ap-
proximately the same noise level 
as a loud rock concert. 

Civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association is currently 
 fighting the development in court , 
alleging the park is violating the 
terms of a 2006 agreement that 
mandates green-space honchos 
only build as much housing as 
is necessary to fund the mead-
ow’s upkeep.

Last month,  lawyers for the as-
sociation asked the case’s judge to 
halt construction until the court 
makes its ruling , arguing the work 
will disturb park-goers, including 
borough tykes who hit the play-
ground during the busy summer 

season to splash around, dig in the 
sandbox, and ride on the slides. 

But  the judge denied the request  
because the work doesn’t violate 
any laws or the  city’s noise code , 
and construction has proceeded 
ever since.

The driver pummeling the beam 
into bedrock produces a sound sim-
ilar to that of loud hammering, and 
workers average eight piles per 
day, according to a park spokes-
man. 

Parents described children 
covering their ears to muffle the 
noise, which they said is an un-
fortunate side effect of building 
the towers.

“I think it’s very noisy, it’s very 
loud,” said Flatbush resident Cindy 
Velasquez, who was at the park 
with her 8-month-old daughter. 

“She got a little scared, but what 
are you going to do? I guess they 
have to do it if they’re going to 
build, but I wish it wasn’t so close 
to the park.” 

Another caretaker said she’s 
used to the noise as a New Yorker, 
but the tot she watches is not as 
familiar with the roaring sound-
track of city life. 

“He says, ‘That’s a lot of noise,’ 
and always asks me ‘What’s that?’ ” 
said Fritzlaine Jean, who nannies 
for 22-month-old Rohan. “I’m used 
to it though because we live in 
New York.” 

A park spokesman said it is 
following the city’s noise mitiga-
tion rules, which include erect-
ing a 10-foot fence around the 
site, and claimed the construc-
tion is not stopping squirts from

Park tots’ plea: Make it stop!
Sandbox set frightened by noises from Pier 6 construction

having a good time.
“We’re pleased to note that 

we’ve seen no decrease in play 
area use near the project,” said 
green-space rep James Yolles. “De-
spite the short-term noise, most us-
ers we’ve spoken to about the con-
struction understand how vitally 
important this project is to ensure 
long-term upkeep of both those 
play areas and the entire park.” 

And one mom said the ongo-
ing work gives her youngster a 
chance to get up close and per-
sonal with some of his favorite 
construction equipment.

“It’s loud but we love the ma-
chines,” said Morgan Henry.

Forty-four beams were ham-
mered into the ground as of Aug. 
10, and the rest will be in by the 
end of September, according to a 
park spokesman.

The case over construction of 
the towers  was reassigned this 
month to a new judge , who will 
review four months’ worth of liti-
gants’ transcripts before deciding 
if she can make a ruling or needs 
to hear more arguments.

Kids enjoy the sandbox by Pier 6 while construction pro-
ceeds in the background.
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LOSE 30 POUNDS
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Eff ectively

NOVEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017OCTOBER 2016 DECEMBER 2016

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1. Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2. Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3. Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4. Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5. One-on-One Personal Support
6. Medical Experts
7. Long Term Weight Loss Success
8. No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.933.3323
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York

               www.EliteWeightLossNY.comB Q B82B7

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about being short-
changed.

The city refuses to give lo-
cal lawmakers financial infor-
mation on the redevelopment 
plan for the publicly owned 
Bedford-Union Armory, po-
tentially obstructing opportu-
nities to include more afford-
able housing in the scheme 
that calls for 50-plus luxury 
condos, according to a state 
senator.

“Mr. Mayor, why aren’t 
you giving us the financials 
for a project that is our land, 
our money … supposedly for 
housing for us?” State Sen. 
Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights) said at a public meet-
ing about the project on Aug. 
2. “Because if they show it to 
us, we can have 100-percent 
affordable. But they don’t want 
100-percent affordable.”

The city and private devel-
oper BFC Partners are seek-
ing public approval to build 
dozens of below-market-rate 
rental units and a community 
recreation center at the historic 
military structure on Bedford 
Avenue between President and 
Union streets.

But neighbors continue 
to blast the project’s afford-
able housing — which prices 
only 18 of more than 330 rental 
units at rates within the means 
of community members — as 
severely lacking.

And the state senator also 

Pols: Show us the money! 
Say city withholding fi nancial details on armory plan

doubts that below-market-rate 
rents could fund the operation 
of the rec center, noting that 
area residents would be the 
first to lose access to the fa-
cility if that revenue fails to 
maintain it.

“So what happens? The rec 
center loses money,” Hamil-
ton said at the meeting. “So 
they raise the fees so the peo-
ple from the community who 
should have been using it can’t 
use it.”

The pol first asked the may-
or’s office for the deal’s fi-
nancial details last October, 
including information on con-
struction costs, the project’s 
debt structure, and a break-
down of the rec center’s oper-
ating costs and expected rev-
enue, a spokesman said.

But the city refused to hand 

anything over, forcing Ham-
ilton to file a second request 
under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act for “any and all 
documents pertaining to” the 
armory redevelopment, ac-
cording to his rep Ean Ful-
lerton.

The city answered that re-
quest on March 7, but it did 
not supply all relevant infor-
mation, according to Ful-
lerton, who said reps for 
the Economic Development 
Corporation invited the sen-
ator to review some financial 
documents at their office, but 
did not provide copies that he 
could review without agency 
supervision.

Officials eventually gave 
the pol a one-page finan-
cial overview of the nearly 
$200-million project after 

he refused to review mate-
rial in the city’s presence, 
which he said still withheld 
certain details.

“In Sen. Hamilton’s opin-
ion, what they provided omit-
ted vital analysis, assumptions, 
and numbers that would be in 
a financial statement,” Fuller-
ton said. “Sen. Hamilton be-
lieves what [the EDC] sub-
mitted did not have the level 
of detail that [BFC Partners] 
provided to the EDC.”

The city, however, claims 
the document offers a full 
breakdown of the deal and 
proves that it serves the com-
munity and is economically 
viable, according to an Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration spokeswoman.

“We’ve made full finan-
cial information on the proj-
ect public to the state sena-
tor and anyone else seeking 
it,” said Stephanie Baez. “It 
is 100-percent clear how the 
project balances costs of pro-
viding a new community rec 
center, affordable housing, and 
space for local non-profits — 
achieving the objectives this 
community has sought for 
many years.”

When asked for the finan-
cial information by the Brook-
lyn Paper, Baez said to sub-
mit a Freedom of Information 
Law request or consult state 
Sen. Hamilton, whose staff 
ultimately provided it.

Local pols including state Sen. Jesse Hamilton are 
accusing the mayor of withholding financial infor-
mation on the plan to redevelop Crown Heights’ 
publicly owned Bedford-Union Armory.
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Brooklyn Paper
Crown Heights residents 

 invited Mayor DeBlasio to a 
neighborhood town hall  on 
Aug. 2, where they hoped 
to question Hizzoner about 
his  controversial scheme  to 
fork over their nabe’s pub-
licly owned Bedford-Union 
Armory to a private devel-
oper. But the mayor chose 
to attend a separate event 

on the distant island of 
Manhattan instead.   His ab-
sence did not stop the local 
activists from hosting their 
meeting, however, at which 
an unknown area resident 
stood in for him. DeBlasio’s 
doppelgänger, Stephen Lu-
rie, spoke to the Brooklyn 
Paper after the event about 
his portrayal of the 6-foot-
5-inch pol.

Becoming Bill
’Mayor’ talks armory deal

Stephen Lurie brought 
the house down with his 
mayoral impersonation.
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Colin Mixson: Are you 
an actor? Activist? Horribly 
disfigured? Tell me, who is 
behind the mask?

Stephen Lurie: I’m a re-
searcher at a criminal jus-
tice organization, and am 
involved in the movement 
against the armory deal 
through the Democratic 
Socialists of America. I’ve 
lived in Crown Heights for 
two years, and I’m a normal 
looking guy. I think…

CM: Everyone is raving 
about your performance last 
night. How did an unknown 
actor with virtually no 

See MAYOR  on page 8
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Maimonides Cardiac Surgeons Have Better 
Mortality Rates than any Hospital in Manhattan1

Only hospital in New York with Top-Rated 

angioplasty and cardiac surgery1

Only hospital in New York with Top-Ratings in all 

three angioplasty rankings1

Only hospital in New York with signifi cantly low 

mortality rates for emergency angioplasty cases1

Ranked in the top 1% of U.S. hospitals for heart attack 

and heart failure patient outcomes2

1  New York State 
Department of Health

2  U.S. Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services

4802 Tenth Avenue at 48th Street, Brooklyn, NY

888.MMC.DOCS
MAIMONIDESMED.ORG/HEART

The best 
CARDIAC CARE. 
Right here.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a religious conver-
sion.

A billionaire pal of Pres-
ident Trump will transform 
a former Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses dormitory in Brook-
lyn Heights into a residential 
complex after the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission ap-

proved the plans on Aug. 8.
Vincent Viola — Trump’s 

first choice for Secretary of 
the Army — is turning the 
237-unit property on Colum-
bia Heights between Pineap-
ple and Orange streets into 
an apartment house with 101 
residences, according to city 
records.

Changes to the exterior of 
the building,  which sits in the 

Brooklyn Heights Historic 
District , required approval 
from the landmarks commis-
sion in order to ensure they 
are in keeping with the nabe’s 
old-timey character.

Exterior alterations include 
the addition of a parking ga-
rage with an elevator for cars, 
which will have a bulkhead 
on the roof. In addition, work-
ers will carve an opening for 

Change of faith
Trump crony converting old Jehovah’s 
Witnesses dormitory into apartments

the garage door into the build-
ing’s facade and make a curb 
cut in the sidewalk.

The new owner is also 
planning to replace the cur-
rent windows with aluminum 
ones,  as first reported by the 
Brooklyn Eagle . 

The Williamsburg-born 
Viola is the head of trad-
ing firm Virtu Financial, 
the owner the Florida Pan-
thers hockey team, and a part 
owner of the 2017 Kentucky 
Derby–winning horse, Al-
ways Dreaming.

The former lieutenant  with-
drew himself from consid-
eration for the position of 
Trump’s army secretary  be-
cause of concerns over of his 
business entanglements.

He bought the Columbia 
Heights building in 2016 for 
$105 million through a lim-
ited liability company over-
seen by his wife, according 
to city records.

Viola isn’t the only Trump 
crony  snatching up Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses properties  
as the organization moves 
its headquarters to upstate 
New York. The president’s 
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, 
owns retail and office com-
plex Dumbo Heights,  recently 
revealed plans to turn the reli-
gious group’s former Colum-
bia Heights headquarters into 
another high-end office com-
plex , and bought a  massive 
parking lot at 85 Jay St. , which 
he has yet to file plans for.

Trump pal Vincent Viola is planning to turn this former Jehovah’s Witnesses 
dorm building into apartments.
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Brooklyn Paper

Talk about virtual reality!
Popular phone-based multi-player game 

Clash of Clans came to life in Dumbo 
last weekend when two statues popped 
up at Old Fulton Square near Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, shocking one player who 
had no idea Brooklynites and other hu-
mans are so keen on the game.

“I didn’t realize the game was so pop-
ular they’d put up a statue for it,” said 
Bushwick resident Duncan Goodwin, 
who has been playing for two years. 
“It’s an interactive game, and I assume 
that half of the people you interact with 
are robots.”

Attack of 
the ‘Clans’

This fan struck a pose with the Clash of Clans character Pekka, who 
popped up outside Brooklyn Bridge Park last weekend.
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EBT

Jumbo Cantaloupes

$$55forfor33

8/16 7AM - 8/21 7PM
16 17 18 19 20 21SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

$$299299
lb.lb.

Mixed Cut Fruit

SPECIAL!

Water
¢¢9999

FRESH!

lb.lb.

¢¢2929Watermelons

Broccoli

¢¢9999
Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
Romaine Lettuce

¢¢5959

Eggplants

lb.lb.

¢¢5959
Romaine Hearts

$$199199
ea.ea.

ORGANIC

Corn

forfor66 $$199199
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Whipped Butter

$$55forfor22 $$199199
ea.ea.

Sugar Dill Pickles

$$129129
ea.ea.

Dried Apricots

$$199199
lb.lb.

HD

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a woman 
who allegedly slapped a lady 
in the face and tried to take 
her purse on Bond Street on 
Aug. 8. 

The victim was talking on 
her phone by State Street at 
2:30 pm when the suspect be-
gan to scream and curse, be-
fore slapping her on the right 
side of the face from behind. 
She then walked in front of the 

lady and threatened to take 
her purse by pulling it away, 
but she was unsuccessful, ac-
cording to a report. 

Teamwork 
Cops cuffed three people 

who they say attacked and 
robbed a woman in a sub-
way station by Court Street 
on Aug. 8. 

The victim told police she 
was looking at the map in-
side the station near Jora-
lemon Street at 11:25 pm 
when six teenagers, three 
male and three female, hit 
her in the back of the head

Police: Woman unleashes tirade on lady

and threw her down. 
The crew then punched and 

kicked her, while one of the 
suspects grabbed her purse 
and the rest of them ran to 
the Manhattan-bound 4 and 5 
train platform. Police cuffed 
three of the suspects, accord-
ing to a report. 

Revved up
There were two motor-

cycle thefts in the 84th Pre-
cinct this week. Here’s the 
rundown:

• First, a thief lifted a Honda 
bike while it was parked on 
Pacific Street between Aug. 
6 and 8. 

The victim left his ride by 
Nevins Street at 7 pm on Aug. 
6 and returned two days later 
to find that it had been taken, 
according to a report.

• Then, a filcher stole a 
Yamaha motorcycle while it 
was parked on Henry Street 
on Aug. 10.

The owner had stored his 
ride between Joralemon and 
State streets at 5:45 am and 
returned at 6 pm to discover it 
had been lifted, cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Pipe pummel 
Cops cuffed a guy who al-

legedly struck a woman in the 
head with a metal pipe on 
Navy Walk on Aug. 7. 

The victim was by Navy 
Street at 6:10 pm when the 
suspect hit her in the head 
with the pipe, causing bleed-
ing and bruising. He then fled 
by running to a Fleet Walk 
roof, where police stopped and 
arrested him, a report said. 

Cane pain 
Police are searching for a 

creep who hit a 58-year-old 
woman with a cane and spit on 
her face while she was wait-
ing for the bus on Downing 
Street on Aug. 9.

The lady was by Fulton 
Street at 11:34 am when the 
punk bashed her with the stick 
on her left shoulder and the 
side of her left hip, then pro-
ceeded to spit on the left side 
of her face, she told cops. She 
was taken to Methodist Hos-
pital for treatment of pain in 
her shoulder and hip, author-
ities said. 

Sprayed 
Authorities are hunting for 

a lout who they say sprayed 
an unknown substance into 
a woman’s face aboard a 
Manhattan-bound 3 train 
on Aug. 11.

The 65-year-old victim told 
police she was on the train 
when the weasel asked her for 
directions. She told him she 
didn’t know, and the baddie 
sprayed the substance into her 
eyes when the train reached 
the station at Flatbush Avenue 
and Fulton Street at 9 pm.

The spray caused redness, 
burns, and swelling in the 
woman’s eyes, she told cops. 
She also reported that the at-
tacker seemed intoxicated 
because he fell down on the 
platform when he detrained, 
according to police.

Lifted 
Some sneak stole a senior’s 

bags she left on her front door-
step while she went inside her 
S. Portland Avenue home on 
Aug. 13.

The 76-year-old lady had 
left the bags containing her 
cellphone, driver’s license, 
credit cards, and a check en-
dorsed to her in front of her 
residence by Lafayette Ave-
nue at 8:45 pm, and returned 
15 minutes later to find that 
someone had taken them, ac-
cording to a report.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Punch love
A nameless goon attacked a 

man and woman outside their 
Park Place apartment build-
ing on Aug. 4, slugging them 
each in the face.

The victims told police 
they were between Caton and 
Vanderbilt avenues at 4:35 am 
when the fiend caught each of 
them with a sucker punch.

The victims called for help, 
at which point the attacker 
fled, cops said.

Stalked
Cops have given up hunt-

ing for the man who trailed 
a 15-year-old girl for a block 
along Sixth Avenue on July 
30.

The victim told police she 
was near 13th Street at 9:55 pm 
when the suspect began fol-
lowing her, telling her she was 
beautiful along the way and 
inviting her into his car.

No divide
A man was arrested for al-

legedly beating down a uri-
nal divider inside the Atlan-
tic Terminal train station on 
Aug. 6.

Police say the man was 
kicked out of the station 
near Flatbush Avenue ear-
lier that day and returned 
at around 6:15 pm, when he 
walked into the men’s bath-
room and obliterated a pri-
vacy wall there.

The 37-year-old man was 
arrested that day, according 
to police.

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a 

man’s bike he locked to a fence 
on Third Street on Aug. 4.

The victim told police he 
chained his bike up between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues at 10 
pm, and returned the follow-
ing day to find his Trek-brand 
two-wheeler missing.

Racked
Some jerk stole a roof rack 

off a man’s car on Prospect 
Place at 5:45 pm.

The victim told police he 
parked his car between Car-
lton and Vanderbilt avenues 
at 5:45 pm, and returned the 
following day to find his rack 
stolen.  — Colin Mixson

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Police on Aug. 10 arrested 
and charged a 42-year-old man 
for fatally stabbing a 52-year-
old woman inside a Bay Ridge 
Avenue apartment on Aug. 9, 
authorities said.

Emergency responders dis-
covered the victim, AnnMa-
rie Vardy, with stab wounds to 
her torso inside the apartment 
between Eighth and Ninth av-
enues at about 7 am, and pro-
nounced her dead at the scene, 
according to police.

The man, who was charged 
with murder, lives at the Bay 
Ridge Avenue apartment with 
two other family members 
who were there at the time 
of the attack — but they were 

not hurt, said Detective Mi-
chael DeBonis.

Vardy was believed to have 
been renting a room in the 
apartment and living there 
with her alleged killer’s fam-
ily, but it doesn’t appear that 
she was dating or married to 
him, said DeBonis.

“Unclear on what their rela-
tionship is. They were known 
to each other. We believe that 
the victim may have been rent-
ing a room from one of the 
other female occupants, but 
still unclear at this moment, 
still getting to the bottom of 
it,” he said. “Not believed to 
be husband and wife.”

Police recovered a knife at 
the scene and the investigation 
is ongoing, officials said.

Man arrested for 
Ridge stabbing 

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A former Brooklyn district 
attorney and assemblyman col-
luded to fabricate evidence and 
bribe witnesses so they could 
convict a political rival of voter 
fraud, a civil complaint filed 
Tuesday in Kings County fed-
eral court alleges.

Sunset Park attorney John 
O’Hara, who is running for 
judgeship in Brooklyn civil 

court, said he’s bringing suit 
in order to drag defendants 
Charles Hynes and James 
Brennan through the legal sys-
tem following a two-decade 
struggle to clear his name. 

“You know what I was do-
ing for the last 20 years,” he 
said. “Now you know what 
I’ll be doing for the next 20 
years. I’m in no hurry.” 

Then District Attorney 
Hynes pursued O’Hara’s con-

viction throughout the early 
’90s, and in 2000 finally suc-
ceeded in getting a guilty ver-
dict after an unprecedented 
three trials — making the at-
torney the first New Yorker 
since legendary suffragette Su-
san B. Anthony to be convicted 
of voter fraud. He was sen-
tenced to 1,500 hours of com-
munity service, fined $20,000, 
and prohibited from practicing 
law until 2008, when he was 

His day in court
O’Hara sues former DA, assemblyman 
for ‘malicious prosecution’ in conviction 

reinstated to the bar.
A conviction review unit as-

sembled by Hynes’ successor 
Ken Thompson found evidence 
to  exonerate O’Hara in Janu-
ary , and ever since the law-
yer has vowed to seek justice 
for what he called malicious 
prosecution motivated by cut-
throat, political greed.

The suit claims that O’Hara 
landed on Assemblyman Bren-
nan’s radar when he challenged 
another assembly candidate 
backed by the powerful state 
legislator in 1994 — a bid for 
office that followed the law-
yer’s four previous, unsuccess-
ful attempts to unseat members 
of what he calls Brooklyn’s 
“Democratic machine.”

Brennan, working with his 
chief of staff and another attor-

ney, hired a private eye who ille-
gally nabbed copies of O’Hara’s 
state tax returns while spying 
on him, the complaint alleges. 
The assemblyman tried to de-
rail O’Hara’s ’94 campaign, and 
his subsequent assembly bid 
in 1996, by suing the political 
outsider in civil court, but each 
case was dismissed.

The pol then colluded 
with the district attorney to 
sue his rival for voter fraud, 
claiming O’Hara lived on 
61st Street when he voted in 
an election district 14 blocks 
away, according to the com-
plaint, which alleges Bren-
nan and Hynes intentionally 
failed to record their surveil-
lance of the lawyer in order to 
avoid giving evidence in his
favor to a grand jury.

O’Hara claims he lived at 
his girlfriend’s 47th Street 
apartment throughout the three 
trials, but that the pol and top 
prosecutor paid neighbors to 
argue he lived elsewhere.

Brennan would camp out-
side the 66th Precinct waiting 
for police detectives investi-
gating the case so he could di-
rect them in their probe, the 
complaint claims. In addition, 
it states that Hynes subpoenaed 
O’Hara’s mail — which was 
opened before it was returned 
— and alleges the lawyer was 
constantly followed by a man 
in a black town car.

Hynes declined to comment 
and  a Brennan spokesman said 
the former pol is innocent and 
plans on counter-suing O’Hara 
for libel.

Sunset Park lawyer and current civil court judge 
candidate John O’Hara after his conviction was 
overturned in January.
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C
all it confusing comedy choreography! 
A Brooklyn comedy dance crew will 
screen its bizarre new movie “Snowy 

Bing Bongs Across the North Star Combat 
Zone” at Nitehawk Cinema on Aug. 22, as 
part of the week-long Brooklyn Comedy 
Film Festival. The 40-minute film is so 
out there that audiences have told the cre-
ators they don’t know quite what’s going 
on — but that is not a complaint, accord-
ing to one dancer.

“It’s a gorgeous absurdist dance movie 
we’re proud of,” said Sunset Park resident 
Sunita Mani, a 
member of the 

Cocoon Central Dance Team. “It’s such a 
fun experience, we hear from people, ‘I 
don’t know what I’m watching, we love it 
and I’m laughing the whole time.’ ”

The movie loosely follows the trio of 
dancers on their quest for fame, as they 
use beach balls to defeat their enemies. The 
group, which has released many short dance 
films on Youtube, came up with the con-
cept after Mani broke her foot. The injury 
forced them to come up with a storyline 
in which it made sense for her to be im-
mobile — and also challenged the danc-
ers to speak in their performances for the 
first time. 

“It was good, in a way. It was bad that 
Sunita was injured, but what it made us do 
was crack open the way we were perform-

ing,” said Cocoon member Tallie Medel, who 
lives in Queens. “Losing one dance member’s 
mobility made us speak on stage.”

But there is still plenty of dancing —  the 
movie includes many small routines from 
the troupe’s old performances, alongside new 
numbers made up especially for the movie. 
All of the choreography helps advance the plot 
of dancers wanting to make it big, according 
to the final member of the group. 

“They all comment on the struggle of 
wishing to be seen and wanting this thing,” 
said Eleanore Pienta.

All of the dances are performed to origi-
nal music commissioned for the film. 

The Nitehawk show on Aug. 22 will also 
feature a performance from the Cocoon 
troupe, along with stand-up routines from 

three comedians to round out the night. 
The three ladies are pumped to unleash 
their film for a comedy crowd, and hope 
audiences will come with an open mind, 
according to Mani. 

“All we ask is for you to go on the ride 
with us,” she said.

The Brooklyn Comedy Film, which will 
also screen the reality show parody “Sex 
House” on Aug. 21, and a collection of 
short films on Aug. 26–27, is part of the 
larger Brooklyn Comedy Festival happen-
ing across the borough.  

“Snowy Bing Bongs Across the North 
Star Combat Zone” at Nitehawk Cinema 
(136 Metropolitan Ave. at Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, www.nitehawkcinema.com). 
Aug. 22 at 7:30 pm. $16.

Band o’ bros

It’s never too early for St. Patrick’s Day!
Local Irish music group the Canny Brothers 

Band will headline the Irish Night party in Shore 
Road Park on Aug. 23 — almost seven months 
before Bay Ridge’s biggest annual parade. One 
of the three siblings in the band says that the cele-
brating the luck of the Irish should not be reserved 
to March — it can be a 365-day party.

“St. Patrick’s is really a year-round type of 
thing. Irish festivals are year-round, and all over 
the country. There’s really no time frame for 
Irish music festivals,” said Stephen Canny, who 
plays the bass and banjo, although he noted: “Of 
course, March is the busiest.”

The three Canny siblings — Stephen, Thomas, 
and Michael — grew up in Dyker Heights, and 
they first fell in love with the traditional tunes of 
the Emerald Isle as kids, when their dad would 
play the tunes for them. And about 15 years 
ago, the trio of self-taught musicians decided 
to pick up their banjos and guitars and start 
strumming along to the songs of their Gaelic 
ancestors, said Canny. 

“We grew up to my dad listening to Irish 
music play all the time, on records he had, and 
the radio,” he said. “It got us interested. We’ve 
always been fans of Irish music, but never con-
sidered playing it until we noticed there weren’t 
a lot of people doing it at the time. We figured 
it was kind of in our wheelhouse and gave it 
a try.”

The Canny kin got their cousin, Kevin Baynes, 
to play along on keyboards, and recruited their 
childhood friend Keith Fallon to take the helm 
as lead singer. 

The six-piece band, including un-Canny 
drummer Mick Bauer, plays classic Irish rebel 
and freedom songs, along with Celtic anthems 
and bluegrass tunes, but they also play original 
songs with more personal ties to the group. One 
of the band’s original compositions, “William 
O’Connor,” is about the brothers’ grandfather, 
who escaped from an Irish prison and immi-
grated to America, said Canny.

“It’s basically a story about him and what he 
went through coming to America,” he said. 

Irish Night on Shore Road Park (Shore Road 
at 79th Street in Bay Ridge, www.cannybroth-
ersband.com). Aug. 23 at 7 pm. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

M U S I C

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “You 
Should Have Left” by Daniel Kehlmann

“You Should Have Left” is a brief but alarm-
ing chronicle of one writer’s emotional unraveling. 
The narrator, his wife, and 
small daughter have rented 
a cabin in the mountains 
of Germany, and this is 
the most innocent detail 
within Kehlmann’s eerie 
novel, which is translated 
from German. A large part 
of the story’s uncanny na-
ture comes from its com-
pressed form. In just 111 
pages, psychic and phys-
ical landscapes begin to 
swerve and merge into and 
out of one another. The book will leave you feel-
ing “strnage” — that is, strange and slightly mis-
spelled, as if the book were a spell cast upon you, 
the reader. Don’t say I didn’t warn you.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Seventh Function of Language” by 
Laurent Binet

Laurent Binet’s latest novel opens with the un-
timely death of the theo-
rist Roland Barthes, killed 
while crossing the street 
in a random traffic acci-
dent. Or is it not so random 
after all? In a nod to the 
satires of Umberto Eco, 
Binet turns the French ac-
ademic scene of the late 
20th century into the set-
ting of a murder mystery, 
with Derrida and Fou-
cault squaring off against 
a wise-cracking police in-

spector. Full of strange conspiracies, political es-
pionage, and bracing wit, the twists and turns of 
this novel arrive at an alternate reality as engaging 
and comically absurd as anything to emerge from 
the pen of a post-structuralist professor.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “Since We Fell” by Den-
nis Lehane

In Lehane’s new thriller, an esteemed reporter 
suffers an on-screen meltdown while correspond-
ing from Haiti, tanking 
her career and reduc-
ing her life to nothing 
but loneliness, anxiety, 
and regret. One night, 
a charming gentleman 
from her past unexpect-
edly swoops back into her 
life, kicking off a sequence 
of dizzying plot twists a 
la “Breaking Bad.” This 
taut, suspenseful ride will 
keep you guessing until 
the final page.

— Seth Cockfield, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Baffl ing ballet
Brooklyn dance troupe launches funny, freaky fi lm

Triple threat: The Cocoon Central Dance Team will step out in its new film “Snowy Bing Bongs Across the North Star Combat Zone,” at Nitehawk Cinema on Aug. 22.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

G
et your comedy on!

The annual Brooklyn Comedy Fes-
tival, running Aug. 21–27, features 

stand-up, comedy films, and workshops all 
over the borough. For those overwhelmed 
by options, we have picked a few high-
lights that you should seek out.

Purse first
Kicking off the weeklong festival is 

Bob the Drag Queen, the fierce, funny 
winner of the eighth season of “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race.” The royal reality star will 
headline the stand-up showcase “Queen 
for the People,” along with Brooklyn drag 
princesses Alotta McGriddles, Lady Bear-
ica Andrews, and Sandy Devastation. 

Bob the Drag Queen at the Knit-
ting Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer and N. Fourth 
streets in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 

bk.knittingfactory.com]. Aug. 21 at 7:30 
pm and 10:30 pm. $30 ($25 in advance). 

Infernal affair
The second-greatest prank the Devil 

ever pulled is the Black Metal Dialogues, 
a ridiculous email exchange between fic-
tional Satanic metal band “Witch Taint” 
and an unsuspecting Norwegian record 
label. Comedian Dave Hill, who started 
it all, will read from the exchange along-
side his corpse-painted compatriot Phil 
Costello, and then stun the audience with 
a taste of the most evil music the world 
has ever known.

Witch Taint at Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, unionhallny.com].  
Aug. 24 at 8 pm. $10 ($8 in advance).

Laugh out doors
Get your comedy with a fabulous view 

of the skyline at “Comic Views,” on the 
second-floor park of the William Vale. For-

mer “Saturday Night Live” star Sasheer 
Zamata will host a night of stand-up, and 
between acts you can slip over to the Mis-
ter Dips food truck for burgers and beer.

Comic Views at the William Vale (111 
N. 12th St. at Wythe Avenue, www.
bkcomedyfestival.com).  Aug. 24 at 9 
pm. $15 ($10 in advance).

They’re kidding
Look parents, if you don’t teach your 

children about stand-up comedy, they’re 
just going to learn about it in the streets. 
Avoid that fate by taking your funny 8- 
to 13-year-old to today’s comedy work-
shop, where the juvenile jokesters will 
learn how to write a mini-routine to per-
form at the end of the workshop. 

Kids’ Comedy Workshop at the Brook-
lyn Superhero Supply Company (372 Fifth 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 499–9884, www.bkcom-
edyfestival.com. Aug. 25, 3–5 pm (perfor-
mance for families at 5 pm). $25.

Joining the laugh lines
The best of the Brooklyn Comedy Festival

Yaaas queen: Bob the Drag Queen will open the Brooklyn 
Comedy Festival with a show at the Knitting Factory on 
Aug. 21.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 18

Slam 
comedy
As beefy wrestlers fill 
up Barclays Center for 
the SummerSlam 
event, the funny folk of 
the Cross the Bridge 
Comedy Show in Bush-
wick will throw down 
with a night of jokes 
about men in tights 
grappling each other. 
Phil Valentine (pictured) 
will host the night of 
suplex stand-up from 
Patrick Holbert, Matt 
Maran, Dave Columbo, 
and Whitney Clark.

7 pm at Artichoke Basille’s 
Pizza [18 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Troutman Street in 
Bushwick, (718) 386–0333, 
www.artichokepizza.com]. 
Free.

SATURDAY
Aug. 19

’Wickstock
Hippies will meet hip-
sters this weekend at 
“Two More Days of 
1969,” a Woodstock 
reunion concert at an 
outdoor nightclub in 
Williamsburg. The pro-
ducer of the 1969 con-
cert, Artie Kornfeld, 
and original host Wavy 
Gravy will introduce 
folk singer Arlo Guthrie 
(pictured), singer-song-
writer Leslie West, and 
members of Jimi Hen-
drix’s Woodstock band 
at today’s concert.

4 pm at Brooklyn Mirage 
(140 Stewart Ave. at 
Meserole Street in 
Williamsburg, 
www.2moredays1969.
com). $49–$69.

SUNDAY
Aug. 20

Queens and 
scenes
“Cymbeline” is one of 
those weird Shake-
speare plays you 
rarely see — and “It’s 
Cymbeline [shrug 
emoji],” is even 
weirder. The multime-
dia show uses text 
from Shakespeare, 
new songs, drag 
queens, reindeer toys 
(pictured, right), and a 
cute dog to tell the 
story of a company 
trying to produce the 
problem play.

5 pm at the Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.
com]. $20.

MONDAY
Aug. 21

Blood and 
sand
Head to Coney Island 
to watch “Crown 
Heights.” The film, 
based on the true story 
of a Crown Heights 
man wrongfully con-
victed of murder in 
1980, and his friend 
who spent 21 years 
getting the conviction 
overturned, will screen 
on a giant inflatable 
screen as part of the 
Flicks at the Beach 
series. Bands will play 
before the movie.

8:30 pm at the Coney 
Island Beach (W. 12th 
Street at the Boardwalk in 
Coney Island, www.coney-
islandfunguide.com). Free.

THURSDAY
Aug. 24

Tango, no 
cash 
Learn to dance the 
tango for free at 
tonight’s Live at the 
Archway, starring inter-
national ensemble Los 
Chantas Tango. Before 
the band strikes up, 
instructors will guide 
your through the steps 
of the fiery Argentin-
ean dance, so at least 
you will know your 
abrazo from your 
boleo. Loosen up with 
a drink at the Light-
house beforehand.

6 pm at the Manhattan 
Bridge Archway (Water 
Street between Adams 
Street and Anchorage 
Place in Dumbo, www.
dumbo.is). Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 18
FACE OF FIFTH AVENUE WEEKEND 

WALK: Enjoy live music, diverse din-
ing, original artwork, and children’s 
entertainment along Fifth Avenue, 
which will close to vehicle traffi c for 
the night. Free. 5–10 pm. (Fifth Av-
enue between 73rd and 84th streets 
in Bay Ridge), www.bayridgebid.
com. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND BAL-
ANCES, OR BOTTOMS UP!”: A 
young New York schoolgirl is galva-
nized into a community activist and 
together with key allies, learns to 
fi ght back against forces of tyranny, 
prejudice, and hatred through satire, 
song and slapstick. Free. 6:30 pm. 
(Coney Island Boardwalk at W. 10th 
St. in Coney Island), www.theater-
forthenewcity.net. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CYCLONES V. 
ABERDEEN IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 6:40 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTIVAL 2017: 
A weekly jazz tribute to the music 
of Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–10pm. 
Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave. at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE CHAMPAGNE RIOT: 
The supper club celebrates vintage 
jazz, burlesque and vaudeville, 
starring Sydni Deveraux, Evil Hate 
Monkey, and Jesse Gelber and the 
Rounders. $25 ($20 in advance). 8 
pm and 10:30 pm. Guadalupe Inn [1 
Knickerbocker Ave. at Johnson Av-
enue in Bushwick, (718) 366–0500], 
guadalupeinnbk.com. 

MUSIC, MIKNNA: $20 ($15 in advance). 
9 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
4111], www.roughtradenyc.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE COMEDY 
SHOW: Free comedy and free pizza, 
with guests Roy Wood, Jr., Jo Fire-
stone, Louis Katz, Janelle James, 
and more. $10 ($5 in advance). 9 pm. 
Big Irv’s (381 Hooper St. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg), tinyurl.com/
camoshow. 

SAT, AUG. 19
TOUR, BIKE TO THE BEACH: Take a 

bike tour through Prospect Park and 
then along the Ocean Parkway Bike 
path — the oldest in America — to 
Coney Island. $20. 10 am. Bartel-
Pritchard Square (15th Street at 
Prospect Park West in Park Slope), 
www.bike.nyc. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND BAL-
ANCES, OR BOTTOMS UP!”: A 
young New York schoolgirl is gal-
vanized into a community activist 
and together with key allies, learns 
to fi ght back against forces of tyr-
anny, prejudice, and hatred through 
satire, song and slapstick. Free. 2 
pm. Herbert Von King Park (Marcy 
and Lafayette avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.theaterforthenew-
city.net. 

MUSIC, TIMESHARES, CHOKE UP, 
REBUILDER, QUE FUERTE, STAY 
INSIDE: A night of energetic punk 
bands from New York and Boston. 
$10. 8 pm. Sunnyvale [1031 Grand St. 
between Morgan and Vandervoort 
avenues in Williamsburg, (347) 987–
3971], www.sunnyvalebk.com. 

EVENT, ANNUAL ARTICHOKE PIZZA 
EATING CONTEST: The epic eating 
event will take place on an elevated 
stage in the street as part of Park 
Slope Fifth Avenue’s Summer Stroll. 
Free. 6:30 pm. (Fifth Avenue be-
tween Bergen Street and St. Marks 
Place in Park Slope), www.artichoke-
pizza.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: A totally 
improvised, anything-can-happen, 
interactive comedy showstopper 
with helpful and ridiculous Tinder 
tips, tricks, real-time swiping, and 
messaging. $15. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE MEET AND 

GREETS: $125. 1 pm, 3 pm, and 
6:30 pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE MEET AND 

GREETS: $125. 10 am, 12:30 pm, 
and 3 pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER: 

$$25–$220. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $45–$240. 7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACKDOWN 

LIVE: $25–$160. 7:45 pm.

MON, SEPT 11
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: $55–

$605. 8 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Go ahead, he can take it: Roman Reigns, right, will battle 
Samoa Joe at the WWE Monday Night Raw headline match 
at Barclays Center on Aug. 21.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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PRESENTS

Tickets on sale now!
tastewg.com

FOOD + LIVE MUSIC + FUN!

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

T
alk about an all knight-er! 

A band of armor-plated, axe-
wielding athletes will assault 

each other for charity at the Ninth 
Street American Legion post on Aug. 
26, where blood will be spilled and 
sparks will literally fly for the bene-
fit of wounded combat veterans, ac-
cording to one fighter. 

“You really can feel people smash-
ing and crushing against each other, 
and smell what happens when sparks 
fly off a helmet because someone hit 
it with a sword,” said Damion Di-
Grazia, president of the New York 
City chapter of the Armored Com-
bat League.

Considered a “combat sport,” 
fights in Armored Combat League are 
brutal, full-contact slugfests waged 
between two or more combatants 
wielding blunted swords, axes, and 
other medieval battle instruments, 
usually with the goal of either land-
ing the most blows or hurling their 
opponents to the ground.

In lieu of padding, fighters don 
70-pound suits of steel-plate armor, 
which, in addition to being histori-
cally accurate, are also the only things 
separating Armored Combat League  
bout from good old-fashioned mur-
der, according to DiGrazia.

“You don’t wear a helmet in this 
sport, you’re going to die,” DiGra-
zia said.

But that does not mean contes-
tants are spared from injury. It is 
not uncommon fighters to leave the 
arena short a finger or two, DiGra-
zia explained.

“You’re always coming out black 
and blue, that’s the nature of the 
game,” DiGrazia said. “But some-
times things go wrong, and you come 
out with staples in your head, or your 
fingers get cut off.”

The Saturday event will raise 
cash for wounded veterans, but it 
is possible that those in the audi-
ence could receive their own inju-
ries. All it takes is the slip of a fin-
ger to send a morning star soaring 
into the crowd. 

“I’ve seen axes fly out of peoples’ 
hands and literally fly past a reporter’s 
head,” DiGrazia said. “I remember 
thinking, ‘Jeez, that was lucky.’ ” 

Armored Combat League will host 
the event in partnership with Victory 
Pro Wrestling, although it seems un-
likely that the burly wrestlers will 
step into the ring with DiGrazia and 
his steel-clad knights. 

“They’re big guys, but we have 
big guys too, and our big guys are 

wearing armor and carrying weap-
ons,” DiGrazia said.

The event, which is being held 
to benefit disabled servicemen and 
women through Combat Wounded 
Veterans of America, will also feature 
booze, face paintings for the kids, a 
magic act, and raffles with a chance 

to win sports memorabilia.
Watch armored maniacs attack 

each other for charity at Rawley 
American Legion Post [193 Ninth St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 788–3499]. Aug. 
26. Event runs 2–10 pm; battles 
4–6:30 pm. Free. 

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
his flick gives an old movie 
life after undeath.

A new animated hor-
ror film updates and upends a 
classic silent vampire movie to 
explore the immigrant experi-
ence in New York City. “NY-
sferatu: Symphony of a Cen-
tury,” playing in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park on Sept. 7, gives 
the 1922 German film “Nosfer-
atu” a modern New York setting 
and a blood-sucking character 
who may not be as bad as you 
think. Its Italian-born creator 
spent three years drawing the 
film, but says that the recent 
immigration restrictions sug-
gested by the tweeter-in-chief 
have made the film resonate 
more than ever.

“My project never changed, 
but now that so many people 
today are afraid of Trump and 
what he’ll do — the project 
really reflects that,” said An-
drea Mastrovito.

The filmmaker and a team 
of animators drew the 65-min-
ute black and white film over 
frames of “Nosferatu,” but re-
placed the German city in the 
original with scenes in the 
modern-day Big Apple. In this 
version, the vampire Count 

Orlock travels from Syria to 
New York City, carrying his 
coffin through Washington 
Square Park while he searches 
for a place to stay. 

The silent film relied on ti-
tle cards to convey dialogue, 
but Mastrovito re-wrote the 
script to portray the city as 
a dog-eat-dog world, filled 
with struggles that newcom-
ers must deal with.

“It’s a dystopia,” he said. “I 
don’t see the city this way, but 
the whole movie is a quest for 
freedom and everyone finds 
it different — kind of like a 
vampire sucking the life out 
of you.”

The film was informed by 
discussions with recent immi-
grants and English language 
learners, as well as by the songs 
of Metallica, which helped 
Mastrovita come up with the 
tone of his film.

“They were a very big 
source of my inspiration 
because music is very im-
portant in a silent movie,” 
he said. “The feeling of the 
movie is very similar to a 
metal song.”

The original film ends — 
spoiler alert for a 95-year-old 
movie — with the Count be-
ing destroyed. But the movie’s 
more sympathetic portrayal of 
the character gives the end-
ing a somber note, which en-
courages the audience to think 
more deeply about the film, 
said Mastrovita.

“For a lot of people I know 
the movie is quite sad, but 
you have to find the flowers 
from the bad things in life, 
and you have to take a look 
at the movie to see that the 
shadow wasn’t the real en-
emy,” he said. 

“NYsferatu” at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Pier 1 [enter at 
Furman Street and Old Ful-
ton Street in Dumbo, www.
nysferatu.org]. Sept. 7 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

Fighting a good fi ght
Armored combat group raises cash for vets

Sucks & the city
Movie brings old vampire to NY

Captain, oh captain: (Pictured clockwise from top) Armored Combat League fighters Romario 
Prendaj, left, and Thomas Petrone practice in padded outfits at the New York City chapter’s Man-
hattan gym. Damion DiGrazia leads the New York City chapter of Armored Combat League. And 
athletes with the Armored Combat League will duke it out wearing full plate armor and helmets, as 
pictured here, at the Rawley American Legion Post on Ninth Street on Aug. 26 as part on an event 
raising money for wounded veterans.

Back in black (and white): The animated film “NYsferatu,” screening in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park on Sept. 7, retells a classic horror story with a modern-day twist.
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Script doctor: Andrea 
Mastrovito, the filmmaker 
of “NYsferatu,” used ele-
ments from the classic 
horror movie “Nosfer-
atu,” but turned many of 
its elements around.
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SUN, AUG. 20
ART, CONEY ISLAND SAND 

SCULPTING CONTEST: A 
free, family-friendly event 
open to amateurs and semi-
professional sand sculpting 
artists of all ages! You’ll be 
amazed what can be made 
on the beach out of Co-
ney’s very own sand. Free. 
Noon–4 pm. (Surf Avenue 
at W. 11th Street in Coney 
Island), www.lunaparknyc.
com. 

KAYAK POLO: These games 
are open to the public and 
totally free! Your level of 
experience doesn’t matter, 
and nothing will improve 
your kayaking skills as 
quickly as playing this game. 
Free with admission to the 
museum. 12:30 pm to 1:30 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Boathouse (End of Pine-
apple St. and Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
bbpboathouse.org. 

MON, AUG. 21
FILM, “CROWN HEIGHTS”: 

A screening of the fi lm 
about a wrongful convic-
tion in Brooklyn, as part of 
“Coney Island Flicks on the 
Beach.” Free. 7 pm. (West 
12th Street and Riegelmann 
Boardwalk in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandfunguide.
com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedy favorite Wyatt 
Cenac, this weekly show 
features comedy from the 
best local and international 
stand up comedians, and 
the occasional special guest 
appearances by musicians 
and local celebrities. $8 ($5 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, OLD CROW MEDI-
CINE SHOW, JOSHUA 
HEDLEY: $40 ($35 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

DANCE, SUMMER SHAKE-
UP: A collection of talented 
artists with wide-ranging 
aesthetics. $20 ($16 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Triskelion Arts’ 
Muriel Schulman Theater 
[106 Calyer St. at Banker 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Jeffrey Joseph, Ariel 
Elias, Ana Fabrega, and 
Michelle Buteau. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 

Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TOTALLY ’90S TRIVIA, SCIFI 
EDITION: A free night of 
nerdy, nostalgic fun, with 
a screening of “Galaxy 
Quest” starting at 7 pm. 
Free. 9 pm. The Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks Av-
enue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

TUES, AUG. 22
CONEY ISLAND SIDESHOW 

SCHOOL: Learn the ancient 
and sometimes deadly 
secrets of the sideshow, 
including how to walk on 
glass, eat and breathe fi re, 
swallow swords, and ham-
mer nails into your face. 9 
am–3 pm. $1,250. Coney Is-
land USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

THEATER, “MACBETH”: New 
York Classical Theatre per-
forms a panoramic produc-
tion of the Shakespeare 
classic that will sending the 
audience scrambling after 
the witches and Scottish 
armies. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Pier One 
[Old Fulton Street at Fur-
man Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.newyork-
classical.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. HUDSON VAL-
LEY RENEGADES: $10. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FOOD TRIVIA NIGHT: Test 
your knowledge of cuisine 
and cocktails at the Mu-
seum of Food and Drink. 
Tickets include admission 
to the exhibit “Chow”, 
three drink tickets, and light 
snacks. $20. 7 pm. Museum 
of Food and Drink [62 Ba-
yard St. between Lorimer 
and Leonard streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–2845], 

www.mofad.org. 

WED, AUG. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. HUDSON VAL-
LEY RENEGADES: $10. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

MUSIC, BONOBO: $30. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: Mike 
Lebovitz hosts this Chicago-
style stand up showcase, 
with Liza Treyger, Nimesh 
Patel, Matteo Lane, and 
more. $5. 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, AUG. 24
FILM, PUBLIC VOTE: Depend-

ing on how the public votes, 
you can enjoy an outdoor 
screening of “Footloose,” 
“Dear White People,” or 
“Network.” Music and food 
vendors open at 6 pm, and 
the movie begins at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Habor 
View Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

ART, “BEING WELL” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A group 
exhibit of work that asks 
what a utopian state of 
community health would 
look like. With a participa-
tory performance and tarot 
card readings. Free. 6–8 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DUNGEONS 
AND DRAG KINGS: A night 
of cabaret, drag, burlesque, 
and trivia themed around 

nerdy and sexy topics. 
$10–$15. 8 pm. Talon Bar 
[220 Wyckoff Ave. at Mena-
han Street in Bushwick, (718) 
366–3192], https://www.
talonbar.com. 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VARIETY: 
The monthly comedy teams 
up with the Brooklyn Com-
edy Festival to host Nore 
Davis, Casey James Sa-
lengo, Aimee Rose Ranger, 
and more. Free. 8:30 pm. 
61 Local (61 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill). 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Association of 
New York sets up hi-pow-
ered telescopes for stargaz-
ing sessions, weather per-
mitting. Free. 8:30–10:30 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Pier One [Old Fulton Street 
at Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, OXYMORRONS: 
$15 ($12 in advance). 9 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

FRI, AUG. 25
MUSIC, JAI WOLF: Phantoms, 

AOBeats. $30 ($25 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, THE FLAMIN’ 
GROOVIES: With Baby 
Shakes. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 
388–4111], www.rought-
radenyc.com. 

NICKY SIANO’S NATIVE 
NEW YORKER: The master 
of disco soul takes you on 
a journey to the begin-
nings of New York City’s 
nightlife culture. $15. 10 
pm. Good Room [98 Me-
serole Ave. at Manhattan 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
349–2373]. 

SAT, AUG. 26
BATTLE OF BROOKLYN: Mark 

the 241st anniversary of the 
Battle of Brooklyn dance 
group Brooklyn Contra, 
festive music, storytellers, 
and music from Charming 
Disaster. $25 ($10 kids). 7 
pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, AFROPUNK FES-
TIVAL: With Macy Gray, 
singer-songwriter Sampha, 
rapper Dizee Rascal, and 
loads more. $45. 11 am. 
Commodore Barry Park 
(Flushing Avenue between 
Navy Street and N. Elliott 
Place in Fort Greene), www.
afropunkfest.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Featured creature: Head to the 27th annual Coney 
Island Sand Sculpting Contest on Aug. 19 and marvel 
at the sandy creations, such as this “Creature from 
the Black Lagoon,” which won first place last year. 
Registration is free if you want to join in!
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Anger sucks, literally. 
It sucks my breath 
away. It sucks my 

joy away. It sucks the life I 
want away.

It is a raging, violent tor-
rent that I can’t control. 

I am a rage-aholic when 
I rage. Fire licks out of my 
eyes and tongue. My ears spew 
thick, black smoke emerging 
from what boils within. 

I think I really started deal-
ing with the problem seriously 
when I had kids. Those times 
when they were toddlers and 
when my head would spin 
around seven times and I’d 
really let them have it.

That’s when it occurred to 
me that maybe I had a prob-
lem.

One time, I recall standing 
by the door where I’d been 
waiting far too long for them 
to get ready, coaxing and ca-
joling calmly, before I finally 
lost it.  

“Why the hell do you think 
we pay all this stupid money 
to live in this stupid city that 
is so f------ expensive if we are 
never going to go to any of 
the museums? Why do we live 
here if we’re never going to 
do anything, or go anywhere? 
Get your f------ shoes on right 
now and let’s go!!!”

Um, yeah. That one stuck, 
that little speech, how I actu-
ally tried to blame the small 
children sitting before me, 
dumbstruck, for choosing 
to live in a ridiculously ex-
pensive impossible place to 
live. Like they chose. Like it 
was their fault. 

But you can see my point. 
It didn’t make sense to pay all 
this and not take advantage of 
what New York had to offer, 
and if they never cooperated, 
it was impossible! 

Breathe, Stephanie, 
breathe. Even years later, I 
can conjure the rage, how it 
felt not to be able to do what I 

wanted, or in any time frame 
resembling what I wanted. 

Me, me, me. Jeez. They 
don’t teach you in school as 
well as they should that it isn’t 
all about you. That there are 
other beings in the world, ones 
that think like you and ones 
that don’t, ones that will co-
operate with you and ones that 
won’t, even if you are parent to 
them, and you’re going to have 
to sometimes compromise. 

Aaah, compromise. It be-
gan to seem like a necessity. 
I began to see that my tod-
dlers didn’t respond particu-
larly well to my angry rants, 
and my pre-teens just took lon-

ger when I got mad, and now, 
my teens could run away and 
never come back if I lose it. 

I guess those are the things 
that remind me to keep my 
rage addiction in check. I have 
had to remind myself at ev-
ery stage that being angry 
doesn’t work, except to feed 
my pervasive stomach prob-
lems. It doesn’t particularly 
matter what I want when deal-
ing with my kids (or anyone, 
really), because you have to 
figure they’re probably think-
ing about themselves. 

I can hear you naysayers 
saying “nay” in the many 
ways you do. 

“I should be in charge.” 
“I should be ‘the par-

ent.’ ” 
But I’ve said it forever, and 

I feel more and more sure 
about it every day: Wow, do 
our kids need us to be their 
friends (the nice ones, not 
the jerks). They need good 
older pals with some re-
sources to try to help them 
figure this crazy world out. 
They don’t need some insane 
angry rage-aholic freaking 
out on them every time they 
make a mistake. They will 
make lots of them, just like 
we do, and so it makes sense 
to make forgiveness part of

Getting to the heart of the matter

the family agenda. 
Forgiveness. Forgive your-

self; forgive your kids; forgive 
your partner if you have one, 
or the ex-partner you got rid 
of or who got rid of you or 
who died; forgive your par-
ents, dead or alive; forgive the 
neighbor; forgive the postman; 
forgive the guy who honked 
at you when you didn’t move 
within a millisecond; forgive 
the guy you just honked at be-
cause he didn’t move within a 
millisecond; forgive the dog; 

and yes, even try to forgive 
the cat (Ok, maybe not the 
f------ cat). 

I can’t get angry anymore. 
I am too old. It takes too much 
out of me. And I have long since 
figured that it doesn’t do any-
one a damn bit of good. To work 
things out, we’re gonna have 
to be loving, and kind. And 
when we should fail to be those 
things, which we will — over 
and over in a million different 
ways — we will have forgive-
ness, and we will move on. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

experience get this job?
SL: I have a lot of friends 

who are performers in New 
York and I thought I’d 
be able to find a tall man 
to do it. I talked to some 
people, but ultimately the 
meeting didn’t work with 
their schedules. So I was 
conscripted to fill in.

CM: How tall are you? 
Did you ever feel you weren’t 
fit for the role, physically 

speaking?
SL: I’m 6-foot-1-inch, so 

the mayor has four inches on 
me. I wouldn’t say I felt too 
short for the part, partially 
because we were sitting, 
but if there was a podium 
I might have needed a box 
to stand on.

CM: What did you do to 
prepare?

SL: I watched speeches 
on YouTube and listened 
to comments the mayor has 

Continued from page 2

MAYOR... made about the armory. I tried 
to find his speech pattern 
— he’s got a nasally thing 
going on, and he pauses 
sometimes.

CM: What did you 
hope to achieve with your 
answers?

SL: I wanted to make it 
apparent that I was not the 
mayor, but that I was, to a 
certain extent, portraying 
the way he has approached 
the issue. He has prioritized 
developers and the wealthy 
in private, which contrasts 
with his public persona as an 

advocate for the progressive 
policies that people voted 
for and the fair housing 
policy that his residents 
need.

CM: Will you be taking 
your act on the road?

SL: I promised my friends 
that this would be the only 
time they’d see me doing a 
DeBlasio impersonation. I’d 
like to keep that promise, but 
who knows? If the moment 
calls for it, maybe the “mayor” 
will come back. 

 – Colin Mixson

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about trimming the 
fat.

The owner of popular Park 
Slope brunch spot Dizzy’s 
shuttered the diner’s Fifth 
Avenue location so he can 
pump money into its like-
named elder sister on Ninth 
Street.

“Yeah, Fifth Avenue is 
closing, but who cares, be-
cause Ninth Street is going to 
blow you away,” said propri-
etor Matheo Pisciotta.

The diner on Fifth Avenue 
between President and Car-
roll streets closed on Aug. 
13, after just five years in 
the neighborhood.

It quickly became a be-
loved brunch destination fol-
lowing its 2012 opening, a 
reputation Pisciotta honored 
on its last day in business by 
treating patrons to bottomless 
free mimosas and Prosecco 
in a final grand hurrah.

The restaurateur had high 
hopes for the location, which 
he thought would be the first 
of many offshoots across the 
borough. But stiff regulations 
and costly health depart-
ment inspections limited its

Dizzy’s Fifth Ave closing 
to fund Ninth St fl agship

the nearby Seventh Avenue 
subway station.

“On Ninth Street, the F 
train is right at our front 
door,” he said. “We’ll do 10 
times as much business in 
bagels, coffee, Danish pas-
tries, and egg sandwiches 
than we do here.”

Pisciotta will take the 
money he’s saving by clos-
ing shop on Fifth Avenue 
and invest it into the Ninth 
Street location, refurbishing 

the restaurant and stocking 
its pantry with all the fresh-
est holistic, locally sourced 
ingredients that the nabe’s 
increasingly bougie patrons 
demand.

“The quality of prod-
ucts, service, and aesthet-
ics will go up 10 notches,” he 
said. “People will get farm-
raised, grass-fed, antibiotic-
free burgers, and chickens 
from the lady’s backyard 
down the street.”

Over easy

Dizzy’s on Fifth Avenue offered free mimosas and 
Prosecco on Aug. 13, its final day before bidding 
farewell to patrons.
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profitability, he said.
“I can go on a rant about 

how difficult it is to run a 
small business in this town,” 
Pisciotta said. “The city does 
not make it easy.”

But the owner also wor-
ried that the Fifth Avenue out-
post was siphoning business 
from Dizzy’s Ninth Street 
f lagship, which opened in 
1997 between Eighth Ave-
nue and Prospect Park West 
and benefits from a healthy 
commuter clientele that uses 

Dizzy’s owner Matheo Pi-
sciotta is closing the Fifth 
Avenue diner with plans 
to reinvest in his flagship 
eatery of the same name 
on Ninth Street.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

These kids really 
scored! 

 Brooklyn Nets superstar 
Isaiah Whitehead  inspired 
young ballplayers during his 
third-annual Giveback Day 
in Coney Island on Aug. 6. 
The next generation of profes-
sional players joined White-
head for a cookout and in-
tense games of basketball. 

It was great for the kids 
to see their hero in action, 
said one player who made 

the trip all the way from far-
away New Jersey.

“He gave a little word of 
advice, everyone came out 
in support, and seeing him 
play, it was cool,” said Tor-
rey Brooks.

Brooks brought along his 
son and nephews, who were 
both starstruck to see the for-
mer Abraham Lincoln High 
School basketball standout, 
he said.

“It was pretty good, the 
kids liked it,” said Brooks. 
“They both enjoyed it.”

Nets star Isaiah Whitehead 
comes home to play in Coney

Hoop dreams

Isaiah Whitehead, center left, was on hand to hang 
out with youngsters Tyron Caviness, left, Torrey 
Brooks Jr., center right, and Tyrone Caviness, right.
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MF46_NYC_ROP_8.18_BNK_COMMUNITY

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, or 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to 
non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest 
whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: 
Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free 
delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free matching standard or low profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on same size mattress 
purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator or staff  identifi cation card. 
Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, 
fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We 
invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 8/16/17-8/22/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. 
Up to an $1198 value.

ADJUSTABLE BASE
**

FREE
Your favorite shows just got easier

to binge-watch. 

WORK HARD. SLEEP HARDER.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$

99
99

FIRM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

$

299
99

SAVE $350 OFF
Our Low Price of $649.99

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$

399
99

SAVE $275 OFF
Our Low Price of $674.99

ALL NEW

The leading memory foam has met its match.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1399.99 

Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING*† 

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 

0% APR*

$2799.99 

Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE** 

EXCLUSIVELY AT EXCLUSIVELY AT 

OVER

50OFF

is 
now

FREE DELIVERY
†††

OVER 15
QUEEN 

MATTRESSES
UNDER

$69999

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED
See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS
*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.

With select mattress purchases.


