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He finally stopped dancing around 
the issue!

Mayor DeBlasio supports the repeal 
of an archaic law that bans dancing in 
establishments that do not have a spe-
cial, hard-to-get license, as long as those 
clubs and bars enact certain basic secu-
rity measures, a rep announced at a Sept. 
14 City Hall hearing on the statute.   

“The DeBlasio administration strongly 
supports repealing the current cabaret 
law,” said Lindsay Greene, a senior ad-
visor for the Office of Housing and Eco-
nomic Development. “There are better 
ways than the current law to create a strong 
and healthy nightlife economy.”

In June,  Greene refused to say  whether 
Hizzoner backed  a bill by Councilman 
Rafael Espinal  (D–Bushwick) that pro-
poses abolishing the 1926 cabaret law, 
citing a pending lawsuit on its constitu-
tionality. The pol introduced the mea-
sure that month, arguing the statute was 
put in place to target black jazz clubs 
and has been used as a way for police 
to discriminate against minority groups 
ever since. 

But now DeBlasio will sign legislation 
to scrap the old law, on the condition it is 
replaced with one that requires nightlife 
businesses maintain surveillance cam-
eras and ensure security personnel is 
properly licensed and registered. 

Attendees erupted in a vigorous bout 
of “jazz hands” — raising their hands 
and wiggling them rapidly — in ap-
proval following the announcement, be-
cause clapping is not allowed in Coun-
cil chambers. 

The Department of Consumer Af-
fairs currently enforces the cabaret 
law, but the police department will be 
in charge of ensuring haunts are up to 
code under the new legislation. Espi-
nal worried this change will give cops 
free rein to target clubs and bars since 
they can use camera checks as a way to 
gain entry, but Greene claimed police 
will only investigate businesses when 

DANCE REVOLUTION
Mayor supports scrapping law that bans boogieing without license

there is reason for concern.
Dance advocates spoke following 

Greene’s testimony, including one 
woman with plenty of experience get-
ting down who suggested the “dance 
police” might lighten up if they tried 
cutting a rug themselves.

“Maybe they’ll feel a little better if 
they start swinging and swaying them-
selves,” said Mercedes Ellington, the 
granddaughter of jazz legend Duke El-
lington and the first black dancer in the 
revered June Taylor Dancers troupe. 

DeBlasio, despite his gangly 6-foot-5 
frame, is somewhat of a dance pioneer 
himself, most famously creating  “The 
Smackdown”  in 2013, choreography in 
which Hizzoner licks his hand and bangs 
it on the ground.  

But before the mayor can make bust-
ing a move legal for all, Espinal needs 
to amend the bill and then the Council 
has to vote on it, which is expected to 
happen in December.

Mayor DeBlasio shows off his signature dance move, “The Smack-
down,” at the Park Slope Armory after he won the Democratic nomi-
nation in 2013.
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What about the 
nightlife mayor?
By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

He’s taking you to funky 
town!

Mayor DeBlasio signed  a bill 
establishing the city’s Office of 
Nightlife  on Tuesday, creating 
the first agency of its kind in the 
country. And Hizzoner admitted 
the night mayor that will head the 
office will be far more beloved 
than he is.

“It will be led — I’m not go-
ing to announce any names yet, 
there is a massive competition go-
ing in — but the office will be 
led by someone who undoubtedly 

See NIGHTLIFE  on page 14

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

These birds are going into the 
light.

Brooklyn’s sidewalks have become 
a graveyard for tiny yellow birds dy-
ing en masse this month because they 
are flying into windows as they jour-
ney south, according to a local avi-
ary expert.

“It’s migration season right now 
and it’s likely they’re hitting build-
ings,” said Robert Bate, president of 
the Brooklyn Bird Club. “It’s a huge 
problem in New York City.”

Common yellowthroat warblers — 
a small species with brown feathers on 
top and yellow on the bottom — trek 
from as far north as the Arctic down 
to South America in September and 
October in search of more bugs to feast 
on as the weather cools. 

They are typically nimble, Bate 
said, but travel at night and get con-
fused when they see a light through a 
window or glass that reflects the sky, 
causing them to flutter straight into 
the surface.

New York City is located along the 
“Atlantic Flyway” — a route that cuts 
through the city and is traversed by 

hundreds of thousands of birds each 
year, some of which do not make it to 
their destination because of the me-
tropolis’ many reflective buildings, ac-
cording to Bate.

Brooklynites began noticing the 
dead birds on sidewalks in Down-
town, Boerum Hill, Cobble Hill, and 
Bay Ridge earlier this month, around 
the same time the passerines started 
flying towards warmer climates. Con-
cerned mothers of kids who encoun-
tered the lifeless warblers posted in 
Facebook groups about what they saw, 
prompting dozens of replies from oth-
ers who also witnessed their yellow 
bodies littering the sidewalks.

A Boerum Hill woman reported 
finding four in one day and her door-
man told her that he swept up five in 
one brush.

“It just seems so out of the blue, 
people are seeing them all over the 

Birds’ bodies litter B’klyn streets

Broken wings
This common yellowthroat warbler likely met its demise when it 
flew into a glass building as it journeyed south, like so many of its 
comrades.
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See BIRDS  on page 13

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Some Brooklyn Democrats 
blasted the Kings County Dem-
ocratic Party’s chairman at the 
group’s fifth-annual post-pri-
mary breakfast at Junior’s Res-
taurant in Downtown on Sept. 
18, after he negotiated what they 
called a back-room deal to sup-
port one candidate to succeed a 
Brooklyn Heights state senator, 
instead of allowing members to 
vote on a nominee.

Members of New Kings Dem-
ocrats and other self-proclaimed 
“progressive” clubs say party boss 
Frank Seddio alone decided who 
would replace Daniel Squadron 

in the state Senate when he didn’t 
allow Brooklyn committee mem-
bers a say and put all his weight 
behind machine favorite Assem-
blyman Brian Kavanagh (D–Man-
hattan).

“We’re tired of individuals 
thinking they can make decisions 
on behalf of all of Brooklyn,” said 
Councilman Antonio Reynoso (D–
Williamsburg) of New Kings Dem-
ocrats. “What we have today is one 
man and the Brooklyn county de-
ciding unilaterally to choose and 
appoint the next elected official of 
the 26th Senatorial District, and 
that is unacceptable.”

Squadron  resigned from Alba-
ny’s upper house in August  — after 
an important petition-filing dead-

line for would-be candidates, de-
nying a chance for the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan residents of his dis-
trict to elect a successor. Naming 
the legislator’s next-in-line instead 
fell to both boroughs’ county com-
mittees and, due to complicated 
and arcane election laws, the de-
cision basically rested with Sed-
dio and Manhattan chairman Keith 
Wright. 

On Sept. 17, about 100 Man-
hattan committee members voted 
overwhelmingly to back Paul New-
ell — a district leader from Man-
hattan who is considered a reformer 
among progressive groups in both 
boroughs — over Kavanagh.

Wright in turn split his vote, 
instead of consolidating it behind 

one candidate, and Seddio didn’t 
even give his committee’s mem-
bers a say, putting Brooklyn be-
hind Kavanagh.

The autonomous move was a 
departure from  the idea to install 
a placeholder nominee that Sed-
dio previously floated , and  riled 
reformers  who said it is pathetic 
that one man is still making deci-
sions for the entire borough long 
after the corrupt days of late Dem-
ocratic boss  Vito Lopez .

“How is it that Manhattan is go-
ing to be allowed to move through 
a county committee process and 
Brooklyn is not? It’s so glaringly 
disrespectful,” said Reynoso. “All 
these mistakes continue to happen 
and it’s because people are not al-

Rage against the machine
‘Progressive’ Dems slam boss for withholding replacement vote

Councilman Antonio Reynoso, center left, leads a group of 
reformers from New Kings Democrats on Sept. 18, protest-
ing the selection process for the 26th Senatorial District.
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even return New Kings Demo-
crats’ requests to discuss any of 
the potential seat-fillers, accord-
ing to the president of the more 
than 400-member club, which en-
dorsed Newell.

“For the Brooklyn Democratic 
Party to be respected, they need to 
be as democratic — as inclusive 
and participatory — as possible. 
Frank is just creating enemies here,” 
said Anusha Venkataraman. “There 
could have been a vote in the name 
of democracy and giving Brooklyn 
residents a chance to say who we 
think is the best person to be the 
next senator. What he did was put 
out a press release saying Brook-
lyn endorses Kavanagh.”

But the party chairman main-
tains he is innocent, claiming he 
simply followed rules that were 
written way before he rose to 
power. 

“The process I didn’t create, 
it’s been around for 50 years,” he 
said when asked why he didn’t let 
county committee members vote. 
“I followed the rules.”

lowed to be part of a process.”
The Brooklyn boss sent out a 

press release on Sept. 17 that an-
nounced Kings County Democrats 
endorsed Kavanagh, who party big-

wigs including Mayor DeBlasio 
and Gov. Cuomo also backed. But 
that statement could not be further 
from the truth considering no vote 
was held and that Seddio didn’t 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They gave it the Greene light.
A controversial plan to make over an 

entrance to Fort Greene Park is mov-
ing ahead after Community Board 2 
voted to approve it on Sept. 13.  Locals 
charged for months that nearby resi-
dents, many of whom live in public-
housing complexes, either didn’t know 
about the changes or didn’t want them , 
but board members’ outreach to park-
goers found otherwise, according to the 
head of the advisory panel. 

“They were saying, ‘Enough with 
the talk already, when are you going 
to start this?’ ” said chairwoman Shir-
ley McCrae. 

The Department of Parks and Rec-
reation wants to  redesign the entry at 
Myrtle Avenue and St. Edwards Street  
into a grand entrance leading to the 

Building a new Fort Greene Park
Community Board 2 approves makeover after months of heated debate

Harvest haul
Three-year-old Finley Burke decorated a pumpkin at the Brooklyn 
Bears’ Pacific Street Community Garden in Downtown during the 
Greenthumb Harvest Fair on Sept. 16, which invited local green 
thumbs to show off their produce and compete for prizes.
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Prison Ship Martyrs Monument by cut-
ting down some trees, widening the path-
way to the memorial, and paving over 
existing dirt. Plans also include adding 

a water feature, resurfacing the basket-
ball courts, fixing the sidewalks, and 
adding more lighting. 

The panel voted to approve the pro-
posal by a tally of 48–0, with one re-
cusal and one abstention. 

CB2’s  Parks Committee voted to ap-
prove the design in June , but locals, in-
cluding elected officials, requested the 
board postpone a final vote until more 
people had a chance to weigh in on the 
redesign. The community board’s exec-
utive committee then heeded their de-
mands and voted to table the decision 
until more outreach was conducted. 

In July, the parks department set up 
tables in the meadow where reps in-
formed patrons of the proposal. 

And Brooklyn Parks Commis-
sioner Marty Maher also led tours of 
the lawn, during which community 
board members solicited locals for 

their thoughts on the makeover.
Several board members at the meet-

ing said they found park-goers had no 
issues with the new entrance and a local 
pol, who took one of the tours, urged the 
panel to approve the redesign, saying 
striking it down would be a mistake.

“I would hate to see the opportu-
nity come and go without us having 
a new and wonderful park,” said state 
Sen. Velmanette Montgomery (D–Clin-
ton Hill).

Now that the community board has 
signed off on the plan, the parks depart-
ment will get to work on the green space’s 
renovations. Construction is expected to 
begin between the spring and fall of 2019 
and will be done in phases in order to 
keep the Myrtle Avenue entrance open to 
patrons throughout the process, accord-
ing to an agency spokeswoman.

The new Fort Greene Park en-
trance at Myrtle Avenue and St. 
Edwards Street.
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3 great locations!
78 WILLOUGHBY ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

119 COURT ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

46 WEST 36TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10018

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & TAKE OUT!  

And now introducing

136 LAWRENCE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

OPEN 7 DAYS

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being part of NewYork-Presbyterian. 

We’ve expanded our services and added more world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine.  

They join the skilled doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn

Introducing 

newyork-presbyterian 
brooklyn methodist hospital.

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

They came, they saw, they 
tasted!

Thousands of foodies 
chowed down at East River 
State Park on Sept. 17 dur-
ing the Taste Williamsburg 
Greenpoint festival, which 
brought more than 50 res-
taurants from the nabes to-
gether to create a grub hub 
that offered attendees a sat-
isfying culinary tour.

“It was fun to explore all 
of the different restaurants 
around the neighborhoods, 
and now there’s so many new 
places I’m excited to go back 
and try!” said Williamsburg 
resident Haley Garofalo.

Around 2,000 people at-
tended the 8th-annual event, 
which featured appearances 
by time-honored local haunts 
such as fried-chicken slinger 
Pies ’n’ Thighs and oyster bar 
Maison Premiere.

Newcomers manned 
booths, too, including bak-
ery Du’s Donuts and Cheese-
boat, which served a pastry 
stuffed with melted cheese 
that Garofalo found partic-
ularly savory.

“Everything was deli-
cious — especially the cheesy 
bread from Cheeseboat,” she 
said. 

Williamsburg Italian joint 
Barano made its second fes-
tival appearance this year, 
offering saffron gigli — a 
pasta infused with the yel-
low spice served with honey 
and pecorino cheese — and 
a gin-and-beet-syrup cock-
tail that those who missed the 
fair will soon find on the res-
taurant’s menu, according to 
its chef.

“The cocktail will go on 
the fall menu within a week,” 
said Albert DiMeglio.

Diners were treated to per-
formances by different mu-
sical acts: Potty Mouth, a 
group comprised of young-
sters from the Williamsburg 
School of Music, rockers 
1–800–BAND, and a jazz 
trio all took the stage dur-
ing the five-hour fair.

And four attendees with es-
pecially strong stomachs re-

Bites of North Brooklyn
Food fest offers culinary tour of W’burg, Greenpoint

(Above) Employees of 
Williamsburg oyster 
bar Maison Premiere 
cracked open some bi-
valve mollusks at the 
Taste Williamsburg 
Greenpoint food festi-
val on Sept. 17, which 
brought together more 
than 50 businesses from 
the nabes. (Left) Three 
Kings Tattoo owner Alex 
McWatt inked fair at-
tendee Aleks Shineleva 
at the event.
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ceived complimentary tattoos 
at a station set up by neighbor-
hood ink shop Three Kings 
Tattoo, where owner Alex Mc-
Watt debuted four designs cre-
ated for the occasion.

“We are a very local com-
pany and always interested 
in contributing to our neigh-
borhood,” said McWatt. “The 

event was really great.”
The food fest raised more 

than $100,000 in profits — a 
larger haul than in years past 
— all of which will go toward 
transforming a vacant fire-
house on Wythe Avenue and 
N. Ninth Street into a com-
munity center, according to 
the event’s director.

“Profits were slightly 
higher than they have been 
in years past, we were lucky 
with generous sponsors and 
donors,” said Dana Krieger. 
“We hope to start construc-
tion on the community cen-
ter this fall with the money 
we received.”
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Live in a world 
where you 
never miss an 
outage alert.

To sign up for text  
alerts, text REG to 
OUTAGE (688243) and 
follow the prompts.*
conEd.com/TextAlerts

*Message and data rates may apply.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Visiting the Caribbean is 
about to get a lot easier.

Local pols will designate 
the city’s first-ever “Little 
Caribbean” district on Sept. 
28, officially commemorat-
ing parts of Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens and Flatbush 
for their robust communi-
ties of immigrants from the 
region. The recognition will 
ensure the fast-gentrifying 
neighborhoods retain their 
Caribbean history and iden-
tity, according to the woman 
who spearheaded the naming 
initiative.

“Our communities are rap-
idly changing, especially in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, 
and it’s very important now 
to put our stake in the ground 
and make a collective effort 
to preserve and protect Carib-
bean culture for generations to 
come,” said Shelley Worrell, 
the founder of cultural advo-
cacy group CaribBeing.

Kings County’s Caribbean 
population is second only to 
that of the region itself and 
formally recognizing it will 
increase awareness of the 
local community, ensuring 
it continues to thrive, Wor-
rell said.

“Brooklyn has the largest 
and most diverse Caribbean 
population outside of the re-
gion,” she said. “One of the 
goals of Little Caribbean is to 
increase visibility and sales for 
small business along the cor-
ridors, in addition to showing 
Caribbeans back home that 
we are united here.”

Little Caribbean will in-
clude Flatbush Avenue be-
tween Empire Boulevard and 
Nostrand Avenue, Church Av-
enue between Flatbush and 
New York avenues, and Nos-
trand Avenue between Flat-
bush Avenue and Empire Bou-
levard. Passersby will know 
they are in the quarter thanks 
to new promotional signs that 
will be displayed throughout 
it, the CaribBeing president 
said.

The moniker is similar to 
those for other ethic enclaves 
such as Little Italy and Chi-
natown, according to Wor-

Hello ‘Little Caribbean’!
Pols designate district in honor of region’s immigrants

rell, who said it is a designa-
tion in name only and does 
not mark the district for his-
toric protection under the 
city’s Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission.

But the mayor and city 
Council support it, along 
with the borough president, 
who said he is looking for-
ward to christening the area 
and the flurry of activity the 
naming will bring to the sur-
rounding nabes.

“I’m proud to be a longtime 
supporter of Little Caribbean, 
and I’m even prouder that this 
designation is coming to fru-
ition. Brooklyn is the epicen-
ter of the Caribbean Diaspora, 
and this branding promises to 
have an incalculable value on 
the economic development and 
cultural pride of Flatbush and 
East Flatbush,” said Borough 
President Adams.

The designation follows the 
borough’s  50th-annual West 
Indian American Day Pa-
rade , a milestone that proved 
Brooklyn’s long-time Carib-
bean community deserves its 
own hub, Worrell said.

“Right now we are witness-
ing a number of changes. The 
West Indian American Day 
Carnival just celebrated 50 
years of existence, signify-
ing that the Caribbean com-
munity has a strong foothold 
in Brooklyn, central Brooklyn 
in particular,” she said.

Shelley Worrell (top), founder of cultural advocacy 
group CaribBeing, spearheaded the movement to 
designate parts of Prospect-Lefferts Gardens and 
Flatbush as “Little Caribbean.”
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Some creep threw a brick 
through the front door of an 
Adelphi Street apartment and 
broke into the residence on 
Sept. 16.

The jerk hurled the projec-
tile through a window of the 
building near Willoughby Av-
enue at 7 am and entered the 
second floor of the 66-year-
old resident’s home, accord-
ing to a report.

Rough meeting 
Police are searching for a 

punk who mugged a 61-year-
old man under the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway on Carl-
ton Avenue on Sept. 13.

The victim told police 
he was strolling near Park 
Avenue at 10:30 pm when 
the brute came up from be-
hind and punched him in the 
face, causing him to fall to 
the ground. 

The thief then snatched $25 
from his pocket and fled, au-
thorities said. The senior was 
taken to Brooklyn Hospital 
for treatment.

Late-night lurker 
A bruiser bashed a guy on 

the head with a metal object 
and stole his wallet and phone 
while he was walking home 
from a bar on Carlton Ave-
nue on Sept. 12.

The man was near Wil-
loughby Avenue at 4 am when 

Invader hurls brick through window

he felt like someone was fol-
lowing him, cops said.

He began crossing back and 
forth on Carlton Avenue when 
the pirate struck him on the 
back of the head and he fell 
to the ground, according to 
a report. 

The nogoodnik stood over 
him and demanded his prop-
erty, taking his phone and 
leather wallet, and fled, he 
told police.

Slash and dash
Cops are hunting for a goon 

who they say slashed a man 
for the second time in six 
years on the stairs of a Flat-
bush Avenue subway station 
on Sept. 12.

The victim told police he 
used the entrance near Fulton 
Street at 2:50 pm and noticed 
the creep at the bottom of the 
stairs exiting the station.

He recognized him as the 
person who cut him in 2011, 
and the savage then took out 
a box cutter and slashed him 
on the right side of the face, 
according to a report. 

The ruffian snatched 
the victim’s phone and fled 
in a dollar van after drop-
ping the phone onto the

street, officials said.

Clean freak 
A shoplifter cut a work-

er’s finger while stealing a 
bottle of Dove body wash 
from a Fulton Street store 
on Sept. 17.

The pilferer snatched the 
$3.99 bottle and  wounded the 
worker who was trying to keep 
him from leaving the Rock-
well Place shop at 6:30 pm, 
authorities said.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Phone plunder
Some filcher snatched 

a woman’s phone from her 
hand while she was standing 
on the Coney Island-bound 
D train platform at Atlantic 
Terminal on Sept. 13. 

The lady was standing with 
her mobile device in her hand 
in the station by Pacific Street 
at 12:15 am when the jerk 
grabbed it from behind and 
fled, authorities said. 

Over and out 
Two thieves swiped a 

pair of phones from a Ful-
ton Street mobile phone store 
on Sept. 12. 

The jerks entered the shop 
near Jay Street at 1:34 pm, 
removed the iPhones, and 
fled, according to a police 
report.

School break 
Authorities are search-

ing for a baddie who they 
say broke into a Pierrepont 
Street school and ransacked its 
classrooms on Sept. 13. 

Cameras caught the creeper 
entering the learning house by 
Clinton Street at 7 pm wear-
ing a face mask. 

He then found keys in-
side of the main-lobby desk 
and opened classrooms, go-
ing through several draw-
ers and desks, according to 
a report.

Bad time 
A crook stole fancy watches 

totaling $2,745 from a Wa-
ter Street jewelry store on 
Sept. 16.

The sneak put three watches 
and one strap into his pocket 
while he was browsing the 
shop near Old Dock Street 
and fled, police said. 

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Screwed
Some jerk broke the win-

dow of a man’s car parked 
on Second Avenue on Sept. 
6 with a screwdriver.

The victim told police that 
the suspect smashed the ve-
hicle near Sixth Street at 1:25 
am, destroying the driver’s-
side window.

Peddling crime
A thief rode off with a 

man’s bike he locked up out-
side a Ninth Street pharmacy 
on Sept. 4.

The victim told police he 
used a “flimsy lock” to se-
cure his bike between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues at 11:30 
pm, and that he returned 
four hours later to find his 
ride stolen.

Train terror
Some crook nabbed a wal-

let and a bag off a sleeping 
straphanger on a 5 train at At-
lantic Terminal on Sept. 3.

The victim told police he 
nodded off while aboard the 
Manhattan-bound train at the 
station near Flatbush Avenue 
at 12:30 pm when the suspect 
grabbed his bag, which con-
tained a cellphone, a $200 
money order, and pants, 
among other valuables.

Parking rage
A man threatened to kill 

a motorist in a Nevins Street 
parking lot on Sept. 5.

The victim told police he 
was inside the garage near 
Union Street at 2:40 pm when 
he and the other driver nearly 
collided, prompting a verbal 
tirade that left the victim fear-
ing for his life. 
 — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–

Dyker Heights

Helping himself
Police arrested a man on 

Sept. 7 who they say was steal-
ing money from vendors at the 
Seventh Avenue small busi-

ness where he worked.
The employer of the busi-

ness near 65th Street told po-
lice around 2 pm on Sept. 14 
that he discovered the sus-
pect was adding fraudulent 
amounts to invoices he sent to 
vendors on behalf of the busi-
ness, causing them to pay ex-
tra cash, which he then pock-
eted. 

The employer said the 
man was swindling vendors 
for approximately six months, 
and that he illegally pocketed 
nearly $1,975.

Code thief
A crook broke into a man’s 

work truck parked on Fifth 
Avenue on Sept. 12 and stole 
nearly $1,200, a Social Secu-
rity card, three credit cards, 
and a wallet.

The victim parked his 2007 
Isuzu NPR outside a store-
front on Senator Street at 4 
pm. Police found that the thief 
punched in the driver’s-side 
door lock to enter the truck, 
where he stole the items. 

Cops are looking for sur-
veillance footage in the area, 
according to a report.

— Julianne McShane

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Back stabber
Cops cuffed a woman for 

stabbing a guy in the back on 
Bush Street on Sept. 16.

The 22-year-old suspect 
stabbed the 22-year-old vic-
tim in the back with a kitchen 
knife, which police later re-
covered, near Centre Mall at 
about 9 am, according to au-
thorities.

Smashed
Police arrested a guy for 

smashing a car window with 
a rock on Lorraine Street on 
Sept. 15.

A witness told police he 
saw the 22-year-old suspect 
hurl the rock into the win-
dow of the black Mercedes-
Benz parked between Court 
and Clinton streets at about 
12:45 am and then reach his 
hand into the broken win-
dow. 

Police later saw the suspect 
walking on Clinton Street with 
a knife in his hand, and when 
they arrested him, also found 
a crack pipe in his pocket, ac-
cording to authorities.

Invasion
Some nogoodnik swiped 

a guy’s phone and cash from 
his Bush Street apartment on 
Sept. 16, police said.

The victim told police that 
the malefactor broke into his 
apartment near Centre Mall 
between 9 am and noon and 
stole his identification card, 
MetroCard, $18, and white 
Samsung Galaxy cellphone 
worth hundreds, officials 
said. 

Bye, cycle!
A baddie ran off with a 

woman’s bike that she locked 
up on Kane Street sometime 
overnight on Sept. 16, police 
said.

The victim told police she 
locked up the bike near Co-
lumbia Street at 6 pm, and 
when she returned the next 
day at 9 am, the lock was 
broken and the two-wheeler 
was gone.

— Julianne Cuba
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Grimaldi & Yeung LLP invites you to our
complimentary breakfast seminars

Thursday, October 12, 2017:
Judith D. Grimaldi & Naomi Levin presenting:

“Medicaid Planning & the Use of Trusts to Protect Assets”

MUST RSVP by October 9th:
mcoppola@gylawny.com or (718) 238-6960

We will keep you posted with more upcoming seminars.

Elder Law & Estate Planning Attorneys

www.gylawny.com

When:
Thursday, October 12, 2017
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM

Where:
Fifth Avenue Diner Restaurant
432 5th Ave (Btwn. 8th & 9th Sts.)
Brooklyn, NY 11238

9201 4th Avenue, 6th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11209
546 5th Avenue, 6th Fl., New York, NY 10036 

Tel: (718) 238-6960
Fax: (718) 238-3091    
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One of only two accredited programs to receive 

the Outstanding Achievement Award in New York 

State in 20161

One of only 22 hospitals nationally to earn 

a perfect score

Fully accredited breast center2 with breast 

imaging center of excellence3

1  Commission on Cancer 
of the American College 
of Surgeons

2  National Accreditation 
Program for Breast 
Centers

3  American College of 
Radiology

Maimonides Cancer Center

Earns
Outstanding 
Achievement Award

1

Of 500+ U.S. hospitals surveyed in 2016, one 
of only 22 to earn a perfect score plus gold-
level commendation1
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6300 Eighth Avenue at 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY

888.MMC.DOCS
MAIMONIDESMED.ORG/CANCER

Applications are available from your elementary school, religious education program, or by going to the 
TACHS Information Web site: www.tachsinfo.com.

 Deadline for submitting request and supporting documentation to 
Diocese for extended testing time accommodation.

  Deadline for Internet and telephone registration.

  Admit Cards mailed to Catholic elementary schools for distribution to 
students.

  Call 1-866-61TACHS (1-866-618-2247) if Admit Cards are not yet received.

  TACHS Administration

 Last day to complete TACHS Applicant Records via the Internet for 
Catholic elementary schools. Students in schools (other than Catholic 
schools) must mail paper TACHS Applicant Records to their three high 
school choices, arriving by December 15, 2017.

  TACHS results to arrive at high schools.

 Release of admission notices by high schools.

 Response cards back to high schools – high school notification letters 
will include information relative to the date on which a student should 
return his/her acceptance letter to the high school of their choice.

Sat. 30th  10:00 am – 1:00 pm  Cathedral
 10:00 am – 1:00 pm  Christ the King

Sat. 1st  10:00 am – 1:00 pm  Christ the King

Thurs. 5th  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  St. Saviour

Sat. 7th  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  McClancy

Wed. 11th  5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Bishop Loughlin

Thurs. 12th  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Bishop Kearney

Sat. 14th  10:00 am – 1:00 pm  St. Agnes
 11:00 am – 1:00 pm  St. Edmund
 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm  St. Francis
 11:00 am – 3:00 pm  St. John

Sun. 15th  12:00 pm – 4:00 p.m  Bishop Loughlin
 10:00 am – 3:00 pm  Mary Louis
 11:00 am – 4:00 pm  Molloy
 10:00 am – 2:00 pm  Xaverian

Thurs. 19th  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Nazareth

Sat. 21st  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Fontbonne

Sun. 22nd  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Cathedral
 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm  Holy Cross
 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  St. Saviour

Tues. 24th  7:00 pm  St. Edmund

Thurs. 26th  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Nazareth
 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  St. Joseph

Sat. 28th  12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Nazareth

Sun. 29th  12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  Bishop Kearney

Thurs. 9th  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Cristo Rey

Thurs. 18th  5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  St. Agnes

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This flower shop is expect-
ing a fall bloom.

The owners of a popular 
combination bar and florist 
in Ditmas Park are confi-
dent they can start hawking 
buds again in the coming 
months after developing a 
plan to reopen the blossom 
business following  city vio-
lations that led to its shutdown  
this summer.

“We’re very optimistic the 
flower shop will come back,” 
said Kathy Lee, who co-owns 
the bar portion of Sycamore 
Bar and Flower Shop.

In June, Department of 
Health inspectors descended 
on the storefront at 1118 
Courtelyou Rd. between Strat-
ford and Westminster roads 
and issued violations that 
forced it to close after find-
ing evidence of flowers being 
stored in the same refrigera-
tor as bottled beer and kegs, 
which they said potentially 
contaminated the booze.

Owners got the bar busi-
ness up and running days later, 
but confusing information 
provided by the agency pre-
vented them from reopening 
the flower shop without break-
ing the city’s health code.

For instance, the city ac-
cused Sycamore of storing 
buds with food and requir-
ing florists to pass through 
a kitchen area to get to the 
blooms’ storage space — 
charges that puzzled man-
agement because the estab-
lishment doesn’t serve food 

Blossoming again!
Ditmas Park fl ower shop–bar will resume selling buds

The owners of Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop in Ditmas Park have developed a 
plan to bring their bud business back after health department violations forced 
them to shutter it this summer.
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and lacks kitchen facilities.
What the city failed to 

mention, however, is that the 
health department’s definition 
of “food” includes drinks in 
addition to munchies, and that 
it defines a “kitchen” as any 
facility used to store edibles 
or beverages.

Sycamore’s owners arrived 
at a solution to the health de-
partment’s problem — install-
ing an extra refrigerator and 
dividing its basement with a 
wall that separates booze and 
flower storage areas — after 
working with the local com-
munity board and Council-
man Mathieu Eugene’s (D–
Ditmas Park) office, which 

acted as liaisons between the 
business and the city. 

“Finally the specifics came 
out,” Lee said.

The necessary repairs 
would already be complete, 
but proprietors chose to post-
pone the work until after the 
establishment’s city health-
grade inspection, which was 
supposed to happen in July, 
but has yet to occur.

The owners are hopeful 
it will take place before the 
end of the month, and said 
if it doesn’t, they may forge 
ahead with the work.

“We didn’t want any-
more surprises, and thought 
we could wait three weeks,” 

Lee said. “Now we’re realiz-
ing it could be much longer, so 
we’re thinking of regrouping, 
and just going forward.”

A pop-up food court in 
Sycamore’s backyard was 
also axed as a result of the 
city’s June inspection, and 
management remains un-
sure how to remedy that sit-
uation. But getting the flowers 
back is their primary focus, 
according to Lee.

“We need to do more re-
search and get a better han-
dle on what the specific is-
sues were with the pop-up,” 
she said. “But first we want the 
flower shop back, because we 
want our identity back.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops are hunting for a 
man who allegedly groped a 
12-year-old girl in Washing-
ton Park during a movie night 
sponsored by a Park Slope 
middle school on Sept. 14.

The suspect approached 
the girl inside the park near 
Third Street between Fourth 

and Fifth avenues at 7:45 pm, 
when he grabbed her backside 
and fled, police said. 

Investigators worked with 
the executive director of the 
nearby Old Stone House at 336 
Third St., who provided them 
with footage of the incident 
from the historic cottage’s sur-
veillance cameras. 

The museum employee, 

who was at work the night 
of the alleged assault, told 
this newspaper that it oc-
curred on a pathway be-
tween the park’s lawn and 
an adjacent playground and 
concluded quickly. The sus-
pect fled before volunteers 
from MS 51’s parent teacher 
association or cops — all of 
whom were at the event — 

could respond, she said. 
“It was a terrible thing, but 

the police were here that night, 
so they were able to respond 
quickly, and the PTA’s volun-
teers were on top of it,” said 
Kim Maier.

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 
asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477.

12-year-old girl groped in park
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Midwifery

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care

R4 5 A C F

17 Eastern Parkway  
Brooklyn, NY 11238
718 638 7600 
www.uniontemple.org 

A Reform Jewish Congregation

We invite 
your family 
to join us  
for Rosh 
Hashanah & 
Yom Kippur
Free for everyone!  
Sept. 20–21 & Sept. 29–30

Tot’s Services • Children’s Services • Adult Services  
Childcare is available 

For details and schedule, visit
HHD.union-temple.org or call 718-638-7600

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Get your “Welcome, Matt” 
ready!

Actor Matt Damon is re-
portedly buying the most ex-
pensive condo in the borough, 
a $16.645-million penthouse 
in Brooklyn Heights.

The “Good Will Hunting” 
star is in contract to purchase 
the pad at luxury residential 
complex The Standish on Co-
lumbia Heights between Clark 
and Pierrepont streets, accord-

ing to a Wall Street Journal 
 report .

The swanky  six-bedroom 
apartment  sits at the very top 
of the former Standish Arms 
Hotel, a 12-story Beaux-Arts 
building  once owned by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses . In addi-
tion to ample space, the 1903 
structure’s upper floors — 
where Damon’s alleged pad 
is located — also enjoy un-
obstructed views of the dis-
tant isle of Manhattan.

The religious organiza-
tion sold the hotel in 2007 

to Taurus Investment Hold-
ings, which turned it into a 94-
unit rental complex. That firm 
sold it to developers DDG and 
Westbrook Partners in 2014, 
who converted it into luxury 
condos. 

This isn’t Damon’s first 
f lirtation with Brooklyn 
Heights — he  reportedly 
scoped out  a $40-million man-
sion on Pierrepont Place last 
September, one month after 
his kids were rejected from 
enrolling at the nabe’s exclu-
sive St. Ann’s School.

‘Bourne’ in Brooklyn
Matt Damon allegedly buying Brooklyn 
Heights penthouse condo at record price

Actor Matt Damon is reportedly buying Brooklyn’s 
most expensive condo, a penthouse at Brooklyn 
Heights apartment complex The Standish, which 
was formerly the luxe Standish Arms Hotel.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a book bonanza! 
Thousands of bibliophiles 

f locked to Borough Hall 
Plaza on Sept. 17 to browse 
the stacks at the 12th-annual 
Brooklyn Book Fair, an ex-
travaganza that attendees 
awarded a positive review. 

“We like walking around, 
seeing what the new books 
are, and soaking up the at-
mosphere,” said Clinton Hill 
resident Samantha Charvy, 
who attended with her 
two kids and husband.

The family hit the fest for 
the fourth-consecutive time 
and continued its tradition of 

letting the youngsters each 
pick out a title to take home, 
she said.

This year, Charvy’s 
5-year-old daughter selected 
“Tinyville Town: Time for 
School,” a picture book about 
the first day of class, and her 
son chose “Buildablock,” a ti-
tle that educates young minds 
about construction machines. 
And both tykes are putting 
them to good use, according 
to their mom.

“We love them, we’ve read 
them every night since we got 
them,” Charvy said.

Vendors at the tribute to 
tomes also had a blast, one 
of whom branched out from 

Story time
Readers revel in annual 
book fair’s literary bounty

his normal appearances at 
comic-book festivals and 
found that business was bet-
ter than ever.

“I thought it was excel-
lent,” said Roye Okupe, co-
founder of graphic-novel 
publisher YouNeek Studios. 
“There was a lot more inter-
est than I expected. Compared 
to what I would normally sell 
at a comic book festival, the 
book fair was great.”

(Above) Miranda Shea 
checked out a picture 
book. (Left) Australian 
tourists Natalie White 
and Logan Jeffs made a 
stop at the fair.
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Taco time!

It’s a folded fiesta! 
A celebration of Mexico’s most perfect food 

will spice up Bushwick venue the Well this week-
end. The Taco Takover on Sept. 22 and 23 will 
not only showcase the tortilla-enclosed pieces 
of heaven, but also margaritas, Modelos, and 
plenty of salsa, making the event an ideal sum-
mer sendoff, said the party’s organizer. 

“It’s the perfect way to celebrate the end of 
summer and beginning of fall in New York,” 
said Kate Levenstien, the head of event com-
pany Cannonball Productions.

Those with tickets to the takeover event can 
enjoy unlimited tacos, chips and salsa, and beer, 
and each attendee will get a mini-margarita glass 
upon entry, which they can fill with tequila and 
cocktails made with the blue agave-based li-
quor. Each of the weekend’s four two-and-a-
half hour fiestas will also have an nacho-eating 
contest, bobbing for churros, and music from 
a mariachi band. 

Unlike a certain recent ill-fated pizza festival, 
the Taco Takeover has a solid line-up of vendors, 
with at least eleven local restaurants on board. 
Among the vendors will be Bushwick Vietnam-
ese eatery Nha Minh, which is making a special, 
off-menu taco for the event. The restaurant will 
serve a pork stew and squid ink creation, which 
will expand people’s idea of what the Mexican 
meal can be, according to its chef.

“I’m very much excited to help the general 
public look at tacos in a different light,” said Fred 
Hua, who owns the Morgan Avenue eatery. 

Other Brooklyn taco purveyor will include 
Williamsburg’s La Esquina, Kimchi Grill, which 
has locations in Prospect Heights and Carroll 
Gardens, and Oaxaca Taqueria, which has sev-
eral restaurants across the borough. 

After sampling the many offerings, attend-
ees can cast a vote for their favorite crunchy 
munchie, as will a panel of expert judges. 

And Levenstien promises that the takeover will 
not be a cheesy take on Mexican culture.

“We really wanted it to be authentic as pos-
sible, so there’s nothing there that’s stereotyp-
ical,” she said. 

Taco Takeover at the Well (272 Meserole St. 
at Waterbury Street in Bushwick, www.theta-
cotakeover.com). Sept. 23 sold out, Sept. 24 at 
12:30 pm and 4 pm. $55 ($69 VIP). 
 — Lauren Gill

F O O D

Next stop, Reykjavik!
The island nation of Iceland will sail into Wil-

liamsburg next week, showing off its cuisine, art, 
design, and culture at the four-day Taste of Iceland 
festival starting on Sept. 28. Leading the charge 
is the country’s First Lady, Eliza Reid, who will 
lead a talk about the Nordic nation’s literary scene 
at bookstore Spoonbill and Sugartown on Sept. 
30. Iceland boasts a rich storytelling tradition, and 
its beautiful scenery offers the perfect inspiration 
for young writers, said the Canadian-born wife of 
Iceland’s President Guðni Jóhannesson. 

“Iceland is a really interesting and inspira-
tional place for people who 
enjoy writing and the written 
word to visit,” said Reid, who 
is an author and writer herself. 
“The natural environment and 
landscapes, they are very inspi-
rational, hot springs and water-
falls, but it’s also a strong lit-
erary heritage in the country.”

That heritage began hundreds 
of years ago, when the small island lagged behind 
mainland Europe, and the Icelanders had little but 
stories of hope and progress, said Reid. 

“Iceland, as I like to say, is the Land of the Sa-
gas — stories. While in Europe, on mainland Eu-
rope, people had renaissances of architecture, art, 
the Icelandic population was very poor, threat of 
disease and famine,” she said. “What kept people 
going, and the culture so rich, was talking about 
these stories and the sagas. You don’t need any 
materials to tell a good story.”

But now Icelandic culture thrives in many cat-
egories, and the festival has something for ev-
eryone, said Reid. Visitors can sample Icelandic 
dishes at Greenpoint eatery Norman, view a col-
lection of short Icelandic films at Nitehawk Cin-
ema on Sept. 28, and hear a free concert of Ice-
landic bands Fufanu and Mammut at the Knitting 
Factory on Sept. 30, among other events.

And Brooklynites who enjoy this taste of Ice-
land should hop on a plane to explore the very 
hipster-like area of Grandi, said Reid, which has 
a similar feel to Williamsburg.

“I’d almost say the entire capital city would have 
a bit of a Brooklyn feel to it, lots of great cafes, 
great coffee, used bookstores, little houses with 
brightly painted aluminum siding on them. There’s 
little shops and design shops and art galleries ev-
erywhere,” said the First Lady. “The Grandi area, 
which is an area down by the harbor, a little past 
that, redeveloped a lot now, artisanal cheese shops, 
local restaurants, bean-to-bar chocolate makers, 
brewery, it’s all been in the last five years.”

“The Write Stuff: How Iceland Inspires Lovers 
of the Written Word” at Spoonbill and Sugar-
town (99 Montrose Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Leonard Street in Williamsburg, 
www.icelandnaturally.com). Sept. 30 at 2 pm. 
Free. Taste of Iceland Sept. 28–Oct. 1. 
 — Julianne Cuba

Iceland’s hot
F E S T I VA L
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We’re Day 
drinking

For his cosmic cocktail guide, Andy 
Heidel whipped up this cocktail based 
on the super-villain musical “Dr. Horri-
ble’s Sing-Along Blog.”

FELICIA LAUNDRY DAY
All you need is this cock-

tail, some quarters, and 
your freeze ray. Then, you 
and Felicia can make time 
stand still.

1 part the Bitter Truth vi-
olet liqueur
1 part Bombay Sapphire gin

1/4 part lemon juice
Pour all the ingredients into a large 

glass filled with ice. Stir, then strain 
into a fancy glass and garnish 

with a lemon peel. Drink it 
and feel those feelings you 
don’t dare to feel.

Doctor’s orders: Andy Heidel will host the book launch party for his “Cocktail Guide to the Galaxy” at his Doctor Who–themed bar in Prospect Heights on Sept. 30.

o
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1/4 p
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Cocktail Guide to the Galaxy 
Release Party at the Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. be-
tween Prospect and St. Marks 
places in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 627–4949, www.theway-
stationbk.com]. Sept. 30 at 5 
pm. Free. Books $22.99.

PA R T Y

Bubble trouble: Each drink in “The Cock-
tail Guide to the Galaxy” comes with an 
illustration.

K
at

i D
el

an
ey

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s just what the Doc-
tor ordered!

The owner of Brook-
lyn’s favorite nerd bar is 
bringing his fantastic, 
science-fictional concoc-
tions to the masses. Andy 
Heidel, who opened the 
“Doctor Who”—themed 
bar the Way Station in 
Prospect Heights six years 
ago, has written “The Cock-
tail Guide to the Galaxy,” 
a tome filled with 100 rec-
ipes inspired by nerd fran-
chises from “Alien” to “The 
X-Files,” along with drinking 
advice and stories from be-
hind the bar. We chatted with 
Heidel before his launch party 
for the book, happening at his 
bar on Sept. 30.

Bill Roundy: Who is the 
audience for “The Cocktail 
Guide to the Galaxy?”

Andy Heidel: People like 
me. Nerds. Geeks. Pretty much 
every thirsty nerd there is in the 
galaxy. 

BR: Are nerds a noticeably 
heavy-drinking group?

AH: They are here at the Way 
Station! 

BR: It’s not just recipes  — there 
are a lot of tips for drinking novices 
in the book.

AH: I’ve noticed that this bar has 
been a lot of nerds’ first experience at 
a bar. And so there’s a lot of education 
that goes along with that, like how to 
properly tip, and what is proper bar et-
iquette. So I wanted to include that in 
the book, to train these young thirsty 
drinkers, who are gonna be going out for 
their first time how to have a great time, 

either at the bar, or at home. And I 
just really broke down how to make the 
cocktails in the simplest way possible. 
Some of my customers get stressed out 
when it comes to recipes, so I wanted 
to make it as easy as possible for them 
— without creating an entire home bar 
— to create a cocktail.

So I talk about parts, instead of 1.5 
ounces. When the measurements are 
so minute, if you don’t have a jigger 
at your house, you’re already stunted 
in your process. But when I talk about 
parts, you can use a measuring spoon, 

a cup, anything! And [I wanted] to 
have ingredients which are easy to 
find, all across the country.

BR: How did you come up with 
the recipes?

AH: It’s funny. Some of the in-
spiration came from the name it-
self, like the Captain Jack from “Dr. 
Who.” People drink Jack and Coke, 
people drink Captain Morgan and 
Coke. So: half Jack Daniels, half 
Captain Morgan, top it off with 
Coca-Cola! 

Others were inspired by classic 
cocktails or well-known cocktails, 
like the [Star Trek–inspired] Warp 
Core Sex on the Breach. I came up 
with the name — it’s one of my 
favorite names — and said ‘Let’s 
go to the Sex on the Beach, and 
let’s make it better, and not as 
cloyingly sweet, and fun.’ 

BR: Or the Escape from 
New York, which is a Man-
hattan variation.

AH: Exactly. Some already 
existed here at the bar, like 
the Sonic Screwdrivers, and 
the Shirley Temple of Doom, 
and so I used that as my start-
ing point, and then went on 
from there. 

The toughest cocktail that 
I tried to make that would relate 

to a franchise was the Fantastic Four. 
And I’m like: ‘I’ve got a great name, 
the Fantastic Four, and I can’t come up 
with this cocktail that represents ev-
erybody [on the team].’ And that’s why 
I gave up and just made a joke cock-
tail. Clear glass, stick of gum, couple 
of rocks, fill it with kerosene and light 
it on fire! I give up!

BR: I liked the joke drink for [no-
toriously slow “Game of Thrones” au-
thor] George R. R. Martin.

AH: I love my George R. R. Martini. 
It takes two to four years to make. 

Who’s drink?
‘Dr. Who’ bar owner makes nerdy cocktails
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Sept. 22

Toon in
Bushwick Open Stu-
dios kicks off its 
annual art extrava-
ganza tonight with a 
proliferation of open-
ing parties. The most 
fun looks like the 
“Not OK: Great Car-
toons that Weren’t 
Good Enough” open-
ing reception of car-
toons rejected from 
“The New Yorker,” 
with drawings from 
David Ostow, Jeremy 
Nguyen, and more.

6:30–10:30 pm at Kave 
Espresso Bar (1087 
Flushing Ave. at Porter 
Avenue in Bushwick, 
www.artsinbushwick.org). 
Free.

SATURDAY
Sept. 23

Yellow flag
He lives in a pineap-
ple under the sea, 
but soon-to-be 
Broadway star 
Spongebob 
Squarepants and his 
pals will be at MCU 
Park today to cheer 
on the New York 
Cosmos soccer team 
against North Caroli-
na’s Football Club. 
Use the code “Hous-
ton” for $10 seats 
behind the goal, and 
half that price will go 
to hurricane relief 
services.

7 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497, www.nycosmos.
com]. $10.

SUNDAY
Sept. 24

Frantic food 
Brooklyn’s largest 
street festival will 
stretch across ten 
blocks of Atlantic 
Avenue this after-
noon, with 12 enter-
tainment stages, 
antique buses, and 
hundreds of vendors. 
If you get hungry, 
join the dumpling-
eating contest at 2:15 
pm at the Atlantic 
Antic Main Stage 
(Atlantic Avenue and 
Clinton Street)!

Noon–6 pm on Atlantic 
Avenue [between Fourth 
Avenue and Hicks Street 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 875–
8993, www.atlanticave.
org]. Free.

TUESDAY
Sept. 25

Truth fairy
It seems like no one 
cares about facts 
anymore — but this is 
America! We’ve never 
cared about facts! 
Journalist Kurt 
Andersen discusses 
his book “Fantasy-
land — How America 
Went Haywire” 
tonight, which traces 
a straight line from 
the Salem witch trials 
to today’s “post-
truth” moment. 

7:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
Sept. 28

Pach-ing up
Thousands of toy ele-
phants will parachute 
from the rooftops 
tonight into a Wash-
ington Street block 
party. For $20, you 
can sponsor one of 
the Dumbo Drop ele-
phants, and if your 
pachyderm lands 
closest to a target, 
you win a $500 shop-
ping spree! After the 
drop, Japanese rock 
band Gaijin a Go-Go 
plays under the Man-
hattan Bridge.

6 pm on Washington 
Street [between Front and 
Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, www.dumbo.is]. 
Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 22
ART, PHOTOVILLE: A free pop-up 

photography village built of ship-
ping containers, featuring work from 
more than 500 artists, workshops, 
outdoor projections, and a beer gar-
den. Free. Noon–10 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Plaza (Water Street between 
Old Dock Street and Old Fulton 
Street in Dumbo), www.photoville.
com. 

ART, “AFTER YOU’RE DONE” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An exhibit of 
photos that look behind-the-scenes 
at the sets, props, and devices of the 
sex industry. Free. 6–8 pm. Pioneer 
Works [159 Pioneer St. between 
Imlay and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], pioneer-
works.org. 

ART, BUSHWICK OPEN STUDIOS 
OPENING RECEPTION: The city’s 
largest open studio event kicks off 
with the “Seeking Space” group 
show and opening party. Free. 7–10 
pm. Beyond Studios (272 Seigel St. 
between Bogart and White streets in 
Bushwick), www.artsinbushwick.org. 

ART, “WISE BLOOD” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: A pop-up exhibition of 
work by seven female artists over the 
age of 50. Part of Bushwick Open 
Studios. Free. 6–9 pm. Paradice 
Palase (1263 Bushwick Ave. at Halsey 
Street in Bushwick), www.paradi-
cepalase.com. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: The Gallery Play-
ers present the upbeat musical 
based on “Little Orphan Annie,” 
featuring the hit songs “Tomorrow,” 
and “Hard Knock Life,” among oth-
ers. $30 ($20 seniors and kids). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 23
MARKET, THE SEX EXPO: A no-holds-

barred weekend of everything sex, 
intimacy, and relationships, with 
lectures, workshops, and an exhibi-
tion of “innovative sexual health and 
wellness brands.” Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Expo Center (72 Noble 
St. at Franklin Street in Greenpoint), 
www.sexexpo.com. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 22. 

FILM, “THE LAST LAUGH”: A docu-
mentary about whether it is ever 
acceptable to joke about the Ho-
locaust. $16. 11:45 am. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980], www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

MISTER DIPS BLOCK PARTY: The 
Airstream burger joint celebrates its 
fi rst anniversary with a party featur-
ing stiltwalkers, face-painting, music 
from the Hudson Horns, carnival 
games, and food specials. Free. 
Noon–5 pm. Vale Park (111 N. 12th 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg). 

ART, FAB FIVE FALL SHOWS OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: The Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition launches 
fi ve new exhibits: “Material Matters: 
Innovations in Clay, Glass, Wood 
and Metal,” “Photography Pop-up,” 
“Interactive,” “Grand Installations,” 
and the annual “Really Affordable 
Art Show.” With music from Pete 
Mancini at 2 pm and the Staten 
Island Snugs at 3:30 pm. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Co-
alition [499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

ART, SMACK MELLON’S OPEN STU-
DIO RECEPTION: Enter the private 
studios of artists participating in the 
gallery’s Artist Studio fellowship. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. at Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], www.
smackmellon.org. 

ART, “THE CUBA SERIES”: Artist 
Joseph Milazzo presents his latest 
painting exhibition, featuring 20 
large-scale portraits based on the 
people he met during his travels 
through Cuba. $10. 7 pm. Saint 
Paul’s Parish Hall [199 Carroll St. at 
Clinton Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 913–9148], www.josephmi-
lazzo.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, SEPT 25

SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V NEW JERSEY DEVILS PRE-

SEASON: $22–$105. 7 pm.

FRI, SEPT 29

MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT 30

MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 1

MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 4

MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: $160–

$1,200. 8 pm.

THU, OCT 5

SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

MIAMI HEAT PRE-SEASON: 

$8–$127. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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Shape of your dragon: “Game of Thrones” actor Ed Sheeran, 
who also sings a little, has three nights of sold-out perfor-
mances at Barclays Center on Sept. 29–Oct. 1.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Book Signing

Tuesday, September 26th, 6pm
267 Seventh Avenue 

at Sixth Street
Park Slope (718) 832-9066

The bestselling author shares 
insights on the mutually affirming 
relationship between spirituality 

and secular success.

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a double-take on Americana!

A literal band of brothers will ser-
enade Brooklynites with Appalachian 

folk–style tunes about New York City 
next weekend, at a free concert in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier Six on Sept. 23. 
Identical twins Adam and David Moss 
are the Brother Brothers, an acoustic band 
playing as part of the third annual Brook-
lyn Americana Music Festival, taking 
place at seven stages along the Brook-
lyn waterfront on Sept. 21–24. 

The twins, who hail from Peoria, Il-
linois and moved to Brooklyn in 2012, 
are excited to honor their new home — 
and major sources of musical inspira-
tion — at the festival.

“We sing songs about New York and 
us,” said Adam, who lives in Ditmas 
Park. “A lot of our songs are emotion-
ally inspired by the city.” 

The energy of the city makes it a spe-
cial place for the music scene, said the 
other Moss.

“There is so much music going on [in 
Brooklyn] and so many great talents,” 

said David, a Bedford-Stuyvesant res-
ident. “There’s so much to hear and do 
and so many people to meet, so the en-
ergy is really inspiring.” 

Adam plays the five-string fiddle, 
while David strums the cello and gui-
tar, and the two sing all their songs in 
harmony, branding themselves as “twin 
harmonies — literally,” with a style that 
combines Appalachian folk and blue-
grass traditions.

Some of their favorite New York-in-
spired tunes include “Tugboats,” a song 
inspired by David’s early days in the city, 
watching tugboats chug along the East 
River during the dark, early morning 
hours on his way home from work. 

“I would bartend at nighttime and I 
would ride my bike home along the un-
finished Brooklyn Bridge Park at 4 am, 

and I would stop in the park and take a 
minute and absorb the fact that I live in 
New York City,” said David. 

Another song, “Come Back, Dar-
ling,” was inspired by a classic New 
York night out, the kind where it’s easy 
to meet fellow revelers from all over the 
world, Adam said.

The brothers each pursued individ-
ual music careers for several years, but 
decided to take the plunge and harmo-
nize as one in March of 2016. 

“It was just kind of the logical con-
clusion,” said Adam. “We always sang 
harmonies together very effortlessly. It’s 
been obvious that we’ve needed to do it, 
we just had to wait until we were ready 
to do it. We had to know that we could 
go on the road and not fight.”

After their 4 pm concert, the Brother 
Brothers brothers will also accompany 
Ana Egge’s show on the same stage at 6 
pm, and Adam will hop in to play with 
the Defibulators at 7 pm. 

More than 50 bands will play the four-
day festival, with free concerts happen-
ing in Brooklyn Bridge Park, under the 
Manhattan Bridge, and at various bars 
in Dumbo and Red Hook. 

Family harmonies
Brothers band sings about the city

The Brothers Brothers at the 
Americana Music Festival (Pier Six 
at the Brooklyn Bridge Park, Atlantic 
Avenue at Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.bkamf.com). Sept. 23 
at 4 pm. Free. 

M U S I C

It’s a bro down!: Identical twins David and Adam Moss, who make up the Brother Brothers band, will per-
form on Pier Six at Brooklyn Bridge Park on Sept. 23 as part of the Brooklyn Americana Music Festival.
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HIGHLINE
BALLROOM

presents

Sunday, October 1st at 7pm 
 431 West 16th

For advanced ticket sale go to 
highlineballroom.com

door open 5pm

&&
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is terrifying, it is gross, and it 
is a lot of fun.

“This is Real” is a scary, serial 
killer–themed escape room, open-
ing on Sept. 24 in Red Hook. I love 
scary movies, so I volunteered for 
the interactive horror experience — 
but when things got “real,” it seri-
ously creeped me out. 

When I got to the venue, a seem-
ingly abandoned warehouse on the 
edge of Red Hook, I was greeted 
by an eerily dressed doorman and 
given a lengthy contract to sign. This 
is was my first temptation to turn 
away, as I agreed to be taunted and 
tied up, but I was still eager to ex-
perience this thrill ride. 

After I gave my full consent to 

participate and put on a full-body 
jumpsuit, the doorman confiscated 
my bag and phone, blindfolded me, 
bound my hands behind my back 
and led me down a long hallway to 
a seat. So far, I was fine. But once 
I fought my way out of the ropes 
and removed the blindfolds, I con-
sidered calling it quits. 

Outside my dark cell was a freak-
ish torture scene so disturbing that 
I briefly put my blindfold back on! 

And through a pair of headphones, I 
could listen in on the psychotic tor-
turers and their victim — which re-
vealed some useful info among the 
nauseating dialogue and blood-cur-
dling screams. 

Like a typical escape room chal-
lenge, you have to be attentive, think 
fast, and explore your surroundings 
— but you must employ those skills 
while under intense, frightening 
pressure. You must dig around your 
cell quickly, before your captor re-
turns — repeatedly — to taunt you 
with sadistic threats, as well as com-
municate with fellow prisoners who 
are trapped in rooms nearby, without 
attracting outside attention.

Germaphobes beware: to push 
forward, you will have to reach 
into murky liquids, and endure 
being sprayed by some substance. 

You must also make contact with 
at least one of the actors, all of whom 
remain frighteningly in character.

And the closer you get to escape, 
the more eerie and physical it gets, 
as suspenseful music, voices, and 
flickering lights intensify around 
you. Another prisoner and I finally 
put our heads together to unlock a 
secret contraption, and had to run 
as fast as we could while being 
chased, dodging past more actors 
who tried to restrain us. After it all, 
I was sweating profusely and com-
ing off an adrenalin high. I would 

not have gotten through it without 
testing my limits and a partner.

After completing the mission, I 
was happy to meet three of the actors 
— until one of the torturers came 
out, still in costume, and waved at 
me — then I had to hightail it out 
of there! I’m glad I did this during 
the daytime, because I can’t imag-
ine coming out to darkness after 
leaving that experience. 

If there’s anything I learned about 
myself during the ordeal, it’s that if 
I ever find myself kidnapped in real 
life, I’m probably going to die.

It’s ‘Real’ scary!
Our reporter survives a Red Hook 
serial killer–themed escape room

“This is Real” at 153 Coffey St. 
between Ferris and Conover 
Streets in Red Hook, www.thisis-
real.nyc. Opens Sept. 24. Tue–
Fri, 7 pm and 9 pm; Sat., 5pm, 
7 pm, 9 pm; Sun, 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 
pm. $95–$110.

E V E N T

Before the fright: Our brave reporter prepares to be kidnapped 
by an eerie attendant in the escape room game “This is Real.”
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Tortured soul: This figure from “This is Real” acts 
just as creepy as he looks, and is even more frighten-
ing when you hear him talk.
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SUN, SEPT. 24
MUSIC, IAN WAYNE, HOR-

ROR MOVIE MARATHON, 
THE BIG NET: A night 
of folk music. $10. 8 pm. 
Sunnyvale [1031 Grand 
St. between Morgan and 
Vandervoort avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 987–3971], 
www.sunnyvalebk.com. 

MY SISTA SUPPORT: A sister 
circle and website launch 
party focused on women 
supporting one another. 
With food, good music, 
and gift bags for the fi rst 50 
guests. $15. 3 pm. Minka 
Brooklyn [1120 Washington 
Ave., third fl oor, at Lefferts 
Avenue in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (917) 635–3666], 
consciouscityguide.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SHE MOON — A 
SHOW ABOUT BUTTS: A 
lively performance-art piece 
that celebrates the Femi-
nine derriere with aerial 
performances, dance, story-
telling, music, and the punk 
band Maude Gun. $20 ($15 
in advance). 7 pm. The Muse 
[350 Moffat St. between 
Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (929) 
400–1678], www.themuse-
brooklyn.com. 

MON, SEPT. 25
TALK, ASK ME ANOTHER: 

Ophira Eisenberg hosts 
the National Public Radio 
show that combines a talk 
and a game show, with 
special guest Melissa Joan 
Hart. $25 ($20 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Myq Kaplan, Simon 
Taylor, Daniel Simonsen, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 26
COMEDY, RISK! AND BAWDY 

STORYTELLING: An incred-
ible live show of sex-related 
true stories from some of 
New York’s best perform-
ers. $15. 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, AS IF!: A free com-
edy show with ’90s nostal-
gia, trivia and prizes! Hosted 
by Claire Parker, Blair Daw-
son and Anya Volz. Free. 
7:30 pm. Kinfolk 90 (90 

Wythe Ave. at N. 11th Street 
in Williamsburg), www.kin-
folklife.com. 

COMEDY, RACHEL AND 
RACHEL’S QUEER BLACK 
BAT MITZVAH: Hosts Ra-
chel Joravsky and Rachel 
Pegram celebrate their rite 
of passage with a night of 
sketch comedy, stand-up, 
and Manischewitz. $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com.

FUND-RAISER, BOOGIE 
DOWN FOR H-TOWN: 
A benefi t concert for the 
people of Houston, featur-
ing music from Deacon 
Bishop Revival, The Whores, 
and Jason Trachtenburg. 
$10. 7 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com.

WED, SEPT. 27
READING, ZADIE SMITH: The 

author sits down with Isaac 
Fitzgerald to discuss her 
latest book, “Swing Time,” 
a rolling story of two child-
hood friends in the dance 
world. $20. 7:30 pm. Con-
gregation Beth Elohim Early 
Childhood Center (Eighth 
Ave. at Garfi eld Place in 
Park Slope), www.congrega-
tionbethelohim.org. 

MUSIC, “BEING AND BE-
COMING”: Composer 
Peter Evans debuts a new 
ensemble. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], roulette.org.

COMEDY, WHO LET THE 
DOGS OUT?: A comedy 
show benefi ting animal res-
cue groups housing animals 
displaced by hurricanes. 
With Jena Friedman, Cath-
erine Cohen, and Pillars 
of the Community. $8 ($6 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 

Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, SEPT. 28
MUSIC, GAIJIN À GO-GO: 

The Japanese pop band 
plays the Live at the Arch-
way series. Free. 6 pm. The 
Archway Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street and 
Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], www.
dumbo.is. 

ART, ART HISTORY HAPPY 
HOUR: Celebrate the muse-
um’s new exhibit of animal 
mummies with an evening 
of wine, beer, and light-
hearted art history lectures. 
$25 (includes one drink). 7 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE 2017 MISS 
SUBWAYS EXTRAVA-
GANZA: In a night of classy, 
trashy, and weird perfor-
mances, contestants will 

demonstrate their love, frus-
tration, and ultimate devo-
tion to their subway line of 
choice. $20–$60. 7 pm. City 
Reliquary [370 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Havemeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
4842], cityreliquary.org. 

MUSIC, LUIS FONSI: $79. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VA-
RIETY’S ALL-WOMAN 
SHOW: Can women be 
funny? Of course not. 
This show is meant to 
torture you! With Aparna 
Nancherla, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Amy Zimmer, and 
Eminem cover band Fem-
inem. $5 suggested dona-
tion. 8 pm. 61 Local [61 Ber-
gen St. between Smith and 
Court streets in Cobble Hill, 
(708) 508–1065]. 

THEATER, FORCE MAJEURE 
VAUDEVILLE — THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW: 
The monthly variety show 
celebrates its third birthday 
with a powerhouse show, 
featuring the best of circus, 
magic, human beatbox, 
burlesque, street dance, 
drag, and more. $15 ($10 in 
advance). 9 pm. Cobra Club 
(6 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick), www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

FRI, SEPT. 29
ART, DRINK AND DRAW-

BOTS!: Drink and creating 
machines that draw and 
paint for you! $20 sug-
gested donation. 7:30 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

MUSIC, BLONDE REDHEAD, 
BEACON, BEARCAT: $40 
($35 in advance). 8 pm. Pio-
neer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

SAT, SEPT. 30
MUSIC, “WITH”: New work 

from composers Michael 
Pisaro, Annea Lockwood, 
and Christian Wolff, fol-
lowed by a roundtable 
discussion. $15. 8 pm. Issue 
Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

FILM, “SIGNATURE MOVE”: A 
Muslim lesbian cares for her 
mother and falls in love with 
the daughter of a luchadora. 
$12. 11:45 am. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Who was that masked woman?: In the comedy “Signature Move,” screening 
at Nitehawk Cinema on Sept. 23–24 as part of the theater’s “Representation” 
series, a Muslim lesbian falls in love with the daughter of a Mexican luchadora.
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Come to Brooklyn Arts, 
Where Arts and Academics Take Center Stage

Brooklyn Arts is the Hub of FRESH NEW TALENT
in NYC, located in the heart of Brooklyn

next to the Barclay’s Center.

Brooklyn
Auditions

Wed. 11/15 at 4pm
Sat. 11/18 at 9am
Wed. 12/06 at 4pm
Sat. 12/09 at 9am

345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-855-2412  •  www.BrooklynArtsHS.nyc

B R O O K LY N  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  A R T S

Open House: Wed. 10/25 at 6pm

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A Gravesend adult-care fa-
cility with a history of los-
ing patients neglected to tell 
a woman her son was miss-
ing for nearly a week after 
he disappeared on Aug. 31, 
and he still hasn’t surfaced 14 
days later, leaving her wor-
ried for his life.

“I’m beside myself. I don’t 
know how he’s eating, how 
he’s surviving, I’m going out 
of my mind,” said Sheep-
shead Bay resident Fredda 
Anhalt.

Her 50-year-old son, 
Wayne Anhalt, is a resident 
of Kings Adult Care Center, 
where he has lived for more 
than two years. He suffers 
from paranoid schizophrenia 
affective disorder, a mental 
illness that can cause scram-
bled thinking, hallucinations, 
and paranoia.

Anhalt went to visit her son 
at the Cropsey Avenue facil-
ity on Sept. 1 around dinner 
time, and a receptionist told 
her that she saw him leave 

Forgotten son
Care center waited days to tell mother 
her still-missing adult child disappeared

Fredda Anhalt has been searching for her son, 
Wayne Anhalt, since he disappeared from a Gra-
vesend adult care center on Aug. 31.
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around 7 am that morning, 
the mom said. He ran away 
from the center before, so An-
halt suspected he dashed again 
and immediately called the 
police, she said.

Six days later, a social 
worker from the facility 
called Anhalt and said that 
her son went missing after 
being dropped off for an ap-
pointment at Park Slope’s Lan-
gone Family Health Center on 
13th Street and Fourth Ave-
nue. The care center arranged 
his transportation there, but 
he never made it to the con-
sultation after exiting his ride, 
the worker told Anhalt, who 
said she should have been 
informed beforehand so she 
could’ve gone with her son 
on the trip.

“Why didn’t they let me 
know he had the appoint-
ment? I would’ve went with 
him, they know his history, 
that he would take off,” she 
said.

Wayne Anhalt’s previous 
escape from the center lasted 
two days before his mother 

found him in front of a Ben-
sonhurst McDonald’s.

And he is not the first pa-
tient the facility has lost track 
of —  a 74-year-old woman 
went missing from it in Jan-
uary .

The case is being handled 
by the police department’s 
Missing Persons Squad, 
which is still investigating 
it, according to a spokes-
man. Anhalt said she spoke 
with the lead detective ear-
lier this month, who told the 
mom she was contacting the 
Park Slope clinic to get sur-
veillance footage of her son 
exiting the vehicle that drove 
him there.

A care center administra-
tor refused to answer ques-
tions about the case and how it 
keeps track of patients, claim-
ing she legally was not able 
to comment.

But Anhalt — who has 
been driving around in search 
of her son and calling hospi-
tals to see if he was admitted 
— said something seems fishy 
and demands to know why she 

was left in the dark.
“I’m very worried, I just 

feel like something’s not 
right,” she said. “I don’t trust 
the home, why didn’t they tell 
me the truth right away?”

Wayne Anhalt is ap-
proximately 6-feet tall 
with dark hair and brown 

eyes, his mother said.
Have you seen him? Po-

lice ask anyone with infor-
mation about this missing 
person to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com , 
or text 274637 followed by 
TIP577.

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t call it good, clean 
fun.

Kids got covered in slime 
in Prospect Park on Sept. 16, 
when television network Nick-
elodeon took over Brooklyn’s 
Backyard with games and goo 
as part of a local mentoring or-
ganization’s fund-raiser.

The channel known for its 
green goop partnered with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
New York City for the char-
ity event, which included a 5k 
to raise money for the group 
that pairs kids with adults who 
help them navigate the diffi-

cult process of growing up.
But tots weren’t the only 

ones who got slimed. The ser-
vice organization’s chief ex-
ecutive threw on a yellow rain 
jacket and got doused with 
the glop to celebrate the suc-
cessful event, which took in 
about $420,000 and put Big 
Brothers Big Sisters on track 
to meet its half-million dol-
lar goal.

And there are few words to 
describe the sludge bath, ac-
cording to the executive.

“It was very gooey,” said Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters honcho 
Hector Batista. “Kind of sticky, 
and yeah, very gooey.”

Goop, there it is
Kids get doused with TV’s 
signature slime in P’Park

Keyara Dorsch, 7, got slimed in Prospect Park on Sept. 16 during a Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of New York City charity event.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A long-time civic honcho’s 
future as Community Board 
6’s highest-paid staffer will 
be determined when he re-
turns from a several-month 
unpaid leave of absence re-
lated to his two stalking ar-
rests earlier this year, accord-
ing to the advisory panel’s 
chairman.

“Our district manager is 
expected to end his leave to-
wards the end of this month. 
At that time, the committee 
will have its first opportu-
nity to sit down with him 
… and discuss the best op-
tions for the functioning of 
the board going forward,” 
said Sayar Lonial, read-
ing from a prepared state-
ment at a Sept. 13 full board 
meeting, the panel’s first 
since its summer recess.

Craig Hammerman — 
who has served on CB6 since 
1990 and receives a $112,000 
yearly salary in his current 
role of district manager — 
 was arrested twice in March : 
once for allegedly using his 
ex-girlfriend’s Uber account 
to track her to a Bedford-
Stuyvesant hotel, and once 
for violating a protection or-
der preventing him from ap-
proaching her. He began his 
 leave of absence  under the 

Performance evaluation
CB6 honcho’s job up for review upon return from leave 

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

You can bank on it!
State officials and ex-

ecutives from Ridgewood 
Savings Bank hit Clinton 
Hill on Sept. 12 for a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to 
open the lender’s new Ful-
ton Street storefront, which 
will make certain financial 
services more accessible to 
local residents, according to 
a spokeswoman.

“The Clinton Hill commu-

Lending its service
Ridgewood Savings arrives in Clinton Hill

Family Medical Leave Act 
on May 17 in order to “get 
his head together,” accord-
ing to his attorney, who has 
spoken for him since his ar-
rests.

CB6’s Finance, Personnel, 
and Law Committee spent 
the summer in closed-door 
meetings with the city’s Law 

Department discussing what 
to do with the embattled dis-
trict manager.

The deliberations resulted 
in the creation of a job de-
scription for the position, 
which will be used as a ru-
bric for deciding Hammer-
man’s future with the panel, 
according to Lonial.

“We determined the best 
path forward was to memo-
rialize the proper role of the 
district manager when we 
created a job description for 
the position,” he said. 

But the chairman’s state-
ment came as a disappoint-
ment to some board members 
looking for new information 
on Hammerman’s status fol-
lowing the panel’s summer 
break.

“I was quite honestly look-
ing for a little more infor-
mation, and felt that, at this 
point, it was my due,” said 
CB6’s Josh Skaller.

The board member asked 
Lonial twice to clarify the 
panel’s position and his pre-
pared statement on Hammer-
man, which Skaller said was 
unclear, but the chairman re-
fused to offer any informa-
tion beyond his prepared 
remarks. He also declined 
requests for comment from 
this newspaper.

Skaller wasn’t the only one 
confused by Lonial’s state-

ment. Another board mem-
ber, Paul Basile, also said 
he did not understand what 
the chairman meant when 
he said, “memorialize the 
proper role of the district 
manager.”

But Basile also said he is 
less concerned about Ham-
merman’s employment, not-
ing the community hasn’t suf-
fered because of his absence, 
and that other staff members 
have done a fine job picking 
up the slack.

And it is unlikely that Lo-
nial will expand on his pre-
pared statement about Ham-
merman’s job, according to 
the chairman of CB6’s Fi-
nance, Personnel, and Law 
Committee, because he is 
being coached by the city’s 
Law Department on how to 
address the situation.

“We have to work within 
the confines of what the New 
York City Law Department 
has given us as to what we 
can do or say,” said Jerry 
Armer.

The Finance, Personnel, 
and Law Committee is ex-
pected to formally adopt 
Hammerman’s job descrip-
tion at a meeting this week, 
and the written expectations 
of the district manager should 
be publicly available shortly 
thereafter, Armer said.

The fate of long-time 
Community Board 6 
member Craig Ham-
merman will be decided 
when he returns to the 
panel from a several-
month unpaid leave.
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nity deserves greater bank-
ing opportunities,” said 
Laura Carter. 

“We identified this area 
as in need of more accessi-
ble banking products and 
services, loan and mortgage 
products, and business bank-
ing services.”

New York State Depart-
ment of Financial Services 
superintendent Maria Vullo 
and bank branch manager 
Anthonie Marshall led the 
ribbon cutting, after which 
the location at 1035 Fulton 
St. near Downing Street of-
ficially opened for business, 
Carter said.

“We are honored to be 
able to make this a reality,” 
she said.

State officials and Ridgewood Savings Bank execu-
tives cut the ribbon at the Sept. 12 grand opening.
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars 
and more than 50 vendor 
booths showcasing a 
variety of facilities, products 
and services such as 
assisted living, home 
care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, 
massage, neuro-feedback, 
osteopathy, skin care, elder 
care options, community 
wellness initiatives, 
chiropractic, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2017

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard
(Corner of Burns Street)

Forest Hills, NY 11375

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

   against the elderly

11:30 am
Navigating home care options 

12:30 pm
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

1:30 pm
Memory loss in seniors and the 
elderly

   strategies to maintain dignity and 
   connectedness

2:30 pm 
Understanding managed long term 
care 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
Same seminars and times for both expos. 
Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

   Reserve your spots now 
   at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at 
nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo 
if you register by October 6th

FREE Valet Parking
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

There’s life in the old span 
yet.

Plans to blast away the re-
maining chunks of the former 
Kosciuszko Bridge on Sun-
day are postponed, accord-
ing to police. 

Officials were going to 
blow up the old span’s ap-
proaches in Greenpoint and 
Queens on Sept. 24, but the 
detonation was cancelled, ac-
cording to Officer David Mo-
lina of the 94th Precinct, which 
covers Greenpoint.  

Molina didn’t know why 
the date — which was orig-
inally set for the summer — 
was pushed back again. And 

a state Department of Trans-
portation spokesman refused 
to say why officials can’t com-
mit to a date and time to de-

stroy the rest of the 78-year-old 
Brooklyn–Queens crossing, 
 the center of which was low-
ered and shipped away on 
barges in July .

What remains of the be-
leaguered bridge will go out 
with a series of small, surgi-
cal explosions when the big 
day finally arrives.

The first of two new like-
named replacement spans 
has been up and running 
since April, and construc-
tion on the second will start 
once the original crossing is 
reduced to rubble.

place,” said Brooke Suveyke, 
who lives on State Street.

A not he r  r e s ident 
agreed that something 

ONLY 3% OF KIDS’ MEAL OPTIONS 
ARE HEALTHY. IT’S TIME FOR 

RESTAURANTS TO SERVE KIDS BETTER. 

SUGARY DRINKS CONTRIBUTE TO INCREASING 
RATES OF HEART DISEASE AND TYPE 2 DIABETES 
IN CHILDREN, TEENS  AND ADULTS.

Restaurants should help reverse this trend by 
making healthy drinks like milk and water the 
default drink option on children’s menus.

You can help make this happen. 

Text HEALTHY KIDS to 46839

�
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� �����	
��
16 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you 
make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce 

earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 
the APY is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to 
$250,000. Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union 

membership eligibility is required.

just didn’t seem right.
“It’s upsetting for me to 

see this one species of bird 
dying like this,” said Kacey 
Kaufman, a Bay Ridgite who 

Continued from page 1

BIRDS... found one of the winged crea-
tures on Sept. 13. “There’s 
something unnatural going 
on, it’s heartbreaking.”

Residents didn’t know 
what led to the mass fatal-
ities and feared that what-
ever was causing the birds 

to drop from the sky could 
also harm humans.

Kaufman called 311 to 
alert the city to the issue, but 
the operator told her that a 
person must see at least 10 
dead birds to make a report. 
Outraged, she then called the 
Department of Health, and 
a rep gave her the same re-
sponse. But the mom pushed 
back and eventually was 
asked to send a photo that 
the agency could share with 
the Cornell Wildlife Health 
Center, which works with the 
state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation to 
study and protect wildlife.

The center’s research 
team is sending Kaufman a 
cooler to pack with five of 
the dead birds, which she 
will ship back for them to 
examine.

But Bate doesn’t think 
there’s a cause for the feath-
ered ones’ untimely deaths 
beyond their fatal colli-
sions. 

“I haven’t heard of any-
thing other than glass that 
could really bring down 
birds in large numbers, es-
pecially at this time of the 
year,” he said.

Some builders take mea-
sures to safeguard birds from 
their mirror-like structures 
by installing special glass 
with ultraviolet patterns so 
the Aves, which can see that 
type of light, know not to fly 
into it. Another way develop-
ers can ensure their buildings 
are not deadly to birds is to 
install glass that isn’t com-
pletely reflective, so the fli-
ers can tell the difference be-
tween sky and structure.

And anyone who finds a 
dead bird in their nabe is en-
couraged to report it to the 
New York City Audubon So-
ciety’s  “D-bird” database , 
which the preservation group 
uses to track deceased crea-
tures across the city.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They put the jam in jam-
boree!

Hundreds of fiddlers, gui-
tarists, and other string-pluck-
ers hit the grassy lawn out-
side Park Slope’s Old Stone 
House on Sept. 16, where the 
players jammed for a far more 
intimate audience as part of 
the nabe’s Bluegrass and Old-
Time Jamboree, according a 
museum employee.

“There were upwards of 
200 musicians, and some 
spectators too!” said Kim 
Maier, the executive direc-
tor of Old Stone House.

The folksy performers 
gathered around the his-
toric cottage on Fourth Av-
enue’s Washington Park, 
playing impromptu jam 
sessions with kindred musi-
cians throughout the green 

Old-fashioned fun
Folkies play Slope at annual jamboree

Rich Rainey, Drew Smith, Robbie Wedeen, and Frank Moccaldi of the Triple Play All-Stars jammed at the 
event.
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boree attendees inside neigh-
boring middle school MS 51, 
including 12-year-old banjo-
ist Nora Brown, who shared 
playing tips with aspiring mu-
sicians young and old.

The tutorials and outdoor 
jam sessions followed blue-
grass band James Reams & the 
Barnstormers’ Sept. 15 con-
cert at the Old Stone House, 
which kicked off the jam-
boree. A second set of per-
formers — including Vincent 
Cross, Lydia Sylvia Martin, 
Brown Jug Award, and Tin + 
Bone, among others — con-
cluded the 19th-annual event 
with a four-hour show the eve-
ning of Sept. 16.

Maier hopes the Park Slope 
museum will be a lasting lo-
cation for the jamboree, which 
organizers moved this year 
to Old Stone House from its 
long-time home at the Brook-
lyn Society for Ethical Cul-
ture on Prospect Park West, 
and said her staff is already 
entertaining ideas for next 
year’s hoedown.

“We’re already started talk-
ing about what we’re going to 
do next year,” she said. “We’re 
looking forward to it.”

Banjo prodigy Nora Brown, 12, plays with and Lydia 
Sylvia Martin.
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space, Maier said.
“The fiddlers and the old-

timey people got together, the 
bluegrass people got together, 
and the more jazzy people got 
together, and everybody was 

just jamming and playing,” 
she said. “To have a day when 
there are 200 people playing 
is really beautiful.”

Other professional players 
offered workshops for jam-

Delayed destruction!
Offi cials postpone Sept. 24 demolition of old Kosciuszko
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures Designed to Make 
the Best First Impression Possible

No one forgets an incredible smile. Do you feel like you have the best smile possible? 
Do you feel confi dent & attractive when you smile and laugh?

If there are a few tiny imperfections keeping you from achieving a beautiful smile, come see cosmetic dentist. 
Dr Lichter has helped all kinds of patients create the smiles of their dreams. 

He and his team deliver cosmetic dentistry that will undoubtedly give you the smile you’ve always wanted.

Porcelain Veneers 

Periodontal Plastic Surgery

Porcelain Crowns

Designed as an alternative to traditional 
braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced 
teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of 
clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s 
teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for 
patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile 
and function of their bite. 

Whiter Teeth 
in Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening 
has become an essential part 

of personal maintenance. 
When you have a set of stunning 
pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce 

or at-home whitening, 
we have a brilliant solution for you.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, 
creating a seamless and beautiful smile. 
As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and 
replacement of dental implants. His goal is 
a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL 
IMPLANTS 
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

PORCELAIN 
VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about 
porcelain veneers. Porcelain veneers are known to be the most 
durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for a 
plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust 
the alignment, shape, and size of your current teeth. They’ll 
completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down 
time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, 
gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

®

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours 

Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.JosephLichterDDS.com
Call us today 

for a convenient appointment 

1420 Ave. P., 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229
Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.

718.339.7878

200 Madison Ave. 
Suite 2201

New York, NY 10016

212.683.2530

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

will be more popular than me 
and will wield tremendous 
power,” he said.

The agency’s director of 
nightlife will act as a liai-
son between New York City’s 
$10-billion, late-night indus-
try and City Hall, and oversee 
a 12-person advisory board 
with members that serve two-
year terms and will be ap-
pointed by the council speaker 
and mayor. The moonlight 
czar also will be tasked with 
helping do-it-yourself perfor-
mance spaces navigate the 
city’s zoning codes and find-
ing ways to improve the qual-
ity of life in neighborhoods 
where venues operate.

The mayor inked the leg-

islation at Bushwick club 
House of Yes alongside Coun-
cilman Rafael Espinal (D–
Bushwick), who  introduced 
it in June .

Renowned jazz musi-
cian Ron Carter and Marky 
Ramone, the former drum-
mer for punk band The Ra-
mones, attended the signing 
in support of the bill. Ra-
mone cheered its passage, re-
calling that only three clubs 
in the city would allow his 
group of mousy-haired rock-
ers to play its music back in 
the day.

The Office of Nightlife and 
its to-be-named czar will be 
functioning in 60 days, now 
that Mayor DeBlasio signed 
the bill into law.

Continued from page 1

NIGHTLIFE...

Mayor DeBlasio signed a bill on Tuesday that will 
establish an Office of Nightlife, led by the country’s 
first nightlife mayor.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

His dog days of summer 
are behind him!

A kind-hearted pack of 
Ridgites rallied around a 
forsaken pooch who was left 
tied to a fence in the pour-
ing rain last month, bringing 
him from abandoned to ad-
opted in a matter of weeks. 
The Ridgite who originally 
found the pup said he felt a 
connection from the moment 
he saw him. 

“I saw the sadness and the 
pain in this dog, and it really 
did hit me on some type of 
personal level,” said Anthony 
Elias. “It’s tragic that some-
body could leave a life out 
there to fend for itself.” 

Elias found the 20–30 
pound dog — dubbed Lou by 
his savior — tied to a fence 
with an old, ripped harness 
and leash outside the Taco Bell 
at Fourth Avenue and 87th 
Street on Aug. 18. He said 
he could tell that the young 
pup had been mistreated, or 
at least had suffered. 

“He wasn’t properly cared 
for, and he was still very 
young. He was whimpering 
like a little baby and you could 
see it in his face, he was still 
a puppy,” he said. 

After he untied Lou from 
the fence, Elias brought him 

Saving an abandoned pooch

into the Taco Bell to make 
sure his owner had not sim-
ply left him outside. When 
nobody inside claimed the 
dog, Elias said he spent the 
next two hours searching for 
Lou’s owners, walking the pup 
up and down 85th and 86th 
Streets between Third and 
Fourth avenues, where he 
bumped into another pair of 
Ridgites and told them about 
his plight. 

 Mallory McMahon said 

she and her partner, Alan Holt, 
knew that they had to help 
when Elias told them that he 
was planning to bring Lou to a 
shelter, where she worried the 
dog would be put down. 

The couple offered to 
take Lou home, and that 
night McMahon posted a 
photo of the dog with infor-
mation about how he was 
found on Facebook groups’ 
pages hoping to find some-
one who could take Lou in 

permanently, she said.
“The only thing that I re-

gret is that I couldn’t have kept 
him,” McMahon said. “But I 
knew there was some place 
better for him that wasn’t 
with me.”  

While waiting for a per-
manent home, Lou stayed 
with a friend of McMahon’s 
in New Jersey, who said the 
pup had a difficult adjustment 
at first, and that he was scared 
of her four other dogs. But Lou 
started playing with his new 
siblings, and more than any-
thing else, he ate.  

“He put on some weight 
and he filled out,” Christine 
Abood said. “He was super 
hungry — he just wanted to 
eat all day, every day.” 

Lou finally found a loving, 
permanent home on Sept. 12 
with Abood’s neighbor, who 
saw a post about him on Fa-
cebook and fell in love. 

“I just thought he was the 
cutest thing,” said Christine 
Piorkowski. “He instantly 
connected with my other 
dogs, and I thought it’d be a 
cute match.” 

Piorkowski said that Lou is 
thriving in his new home — 
even if he prefers sleeping on 
the floor to his dog bed. 

“He’s doing really well,” 
she said.

Lou poses with his new sibling Andrew Piorkowski 
at their Manville, N.J., home after a pack of loving 
Ridgites took him from abandoned to adopted.
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Middle School 
Experience

THE

Imagine Your Future

Tuesday, September 26
4 PM - 7:30 PM

207 Bushwick Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11206

(718) 456-8218
www.magnet582.com

We welcome you to meet with 
our teachers and partners to 
learn about all of the exciting 

new additions to 
our school.

THE MAGNET SCHOOL FOR
Multimedia, 

Technology, and 
Urban Planning

Dinner will be provided

Face Painting    Obstacle Course    Carnival Games     Arts and Crafts 
Raffles    Parent Services    Community Vendors

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Iceberg Lettuce

¢¢8989

9/20 7AM -9/25 7PM
20 21 22 23 24 25SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

Fresh Mozzarella
$$399399

SPECIAL!

Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

$$499499

ORGANIC

Bananas
lb.lb.

¢¢6969

Seedless Grapes
$$129129

lb.lb. 88 199199$$
forfor

Corn Macintosh Apples

lb.lb.

¢¢7979

1010 399399$$

lb. baglb. bag
forfor

Onions Cactus Pears
$$10991099

Celery
¢¢5959

Gold Pineapples

33$$
forfor22

Greek Yogurt
¢¢8989

D

Soft Cream Cheese

55$$
forfor22

K D

Almonds

$$499499
lb.lb.

K PAREVE

Orange Juice

$$299299

When Emma John-
son was growing 
up, she was cer-

tain of one thing: She would 
never be a single mom.

After all, she’d been raised 
by one. And while she appre-
ciates her mom’s hard work 
and how it paid off — “My 
brothers are really good guys, 
we all turned out okay.” — 
bottom line: They were broke. 
Emma didn’t ever want to be 
scrimping and scraping and 
sad like that. So she left Il-
linois for the big city (well, 
Astoria), became a journalist, 
found a great guy, got mar-
ried, had the kids…

And now she is a single 
mom of two. 

What happened?
Shortly into the mar-

riage, her husband was on 
assignment as a cameraman 
in Greece when he fell off 
a cliff and suffered a brain 
injury. 

Things never went back 
to normal. In fact, they grew 
harrowing. Before the kids 
were even in kindergarten, 
the couple divorced. And 
that is how Emma started 
her journey to become the 
person who you’ll find in the 
title of her honest, wrenching 
and ultimately stand-up-and-
cheer memoir and self-help 
book coming out in October, 
“The Kickass Single Mom: 
Be Financially Independent, 
Discover Your Sexiest Self, 
and Raise Fabulous, Happy 
Children.”

“For a long time I was al-

ternatively livid, confused, 
overwhelmed, accepting 
and thrilling in that role — 
a process that I have seen 
countless women go through 
in my work, which is now 
committed to the empow-
erment of single mothers,” 
she writes.

Empowerment is a word 
we hear a lot, but for Emma 
it’s a mission: She doesn’t 
want any moms to be down-
trodden just because they’re 
not married. After all, she 
says, 57 percent of millennial 
moms are single. And they’re 
so young that we don’t even 
know yet if the married ones 
will stay hitched. 

Commonplace or not, sin-
gle motherhood often elic-
its the gloomy assumptions 
Emma set out to bust: You’re 
a failure. You’ll never make a 
decent living. You’re screw-
ing up your kids. You won’t 
find love.

Her own story proves the 
power of positive doing. Real-
izing she’d have to be a bread-
winner from now on, “I just 
buckled down.” She started 
calling all her editing con-
tacts and threw herself into 
work. She hired childcare and 
determined not to feel guilty 
about it — “I can’t make 
money if I’m cleaning my 
house an doing laundry all 
the time.” She also ditched 
the idea that kids needed a 
stay-at-home mom. She did 
the research and learned that, 
empirically, “The things that 
hurt kids are conflict between 

The updated guide to being a single mom
parents inside or outside a 
marriage.” Not having a mom 
who works. 

As she went out into the 
world, she found herself 
drawn to the stories of women 
like her, women whose Plan A 
did not work out. Some were 
thriving, many weren’t. So 
five years ago she started a 
blog, “ WealthySingleM-
ommy ” which just may go 
down as one of the most rad-
ical ideas online. We are so 
used to Barely Making It Sin-
gle Mommies that the idea 
that a mommy can be sin-

gle, wealthy, and fine is re-
writing an entire demograph-
ic’s story. 

In her book as on her blog, 
Emma uses journalistic re-
search to provide strategies 
for finding work, getting over 

guilt, and demanding a de-
cent life. For instance, how 
do you keep a father involved 
in his kids’ lives? 

You let him. 
“When dads only get 

weekend visits with their 

children they are much more 
likely to drop out of the pic-
ture,” Emma learned. But if 
you start custody negotiations 
assuming a 50–50 childcare 
split (so long as the dad is 
not abusive), it is much more 
likely the ex will become and 
remain an involved dad. 

Similarly, when it comes to 
dating, single moms should 
face facts: If they are earn-
ing a living, they will be 
less needy and hence more 
attractive. And by the way, 
she says, “You probably al-
ready had a husband, so why 

are you in such a rush to find 
another one?” 

She profiles women like 
the stay-at-home mom of 
three who was pregnant with 
her fourth when her husband 
ran off with another woman 
he’d also knocked up. At first, 
the abandoned wife was de-
claring, “ ‘I’m going to take 
him for all he’s worth!’ She 
was in that angry, misera-
ble spot,” Emma recalls. 
But for all that, she went 
and got her real estate li-
cense, started working and 
a year later was making about 

$100,000. “Now she looks 
awesome and she started to 
date,” Emma reports. 

More amazingly, the mom 
just posted a photo of her, her 
ex, the “other woman,” and 
the five kids they have be-
tween them, out for a day at 
the water park.

Kickass single moms 
may be the silent majority 
we just haven’t heard of — 
until now.  

Lenore Skenazy is found-
er of Free-Range Kids, a 
contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

By Lenore Skenazy

NERDS
LOVE 

CALL TO 
ADVERTISE: 

(718) 260-4552
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