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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Local officials’ are pushing to bring 
Amazon’s second world headquarters — 
and thousands of workers — to Brook-
lyn, but some say not everyone is go-
ing to save on the deal, including those 
living on the cheap in Sunset Park and 
Williamsburg. 

“It would definitely put upward pres-
sure on the housing market and make 
things less affordable,” said Jakub Nowak, 
a broker with Marcus and Millichap. 

 Borough President Adams and Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce executives 
started courting the online market-
place  last week after its honchos an-
nounced they are accepting proposals 
for a $5-billion new home base that will 
house 50,000 workers.

Housing prices in Seattle, the home 
of Amazon’s original headquarters, have 
risen faster than anywhere else in the 
country since the company opened there, 
according to a Seattle Times  report . 

Adams named Sunset Park and Wil-
liamsburg as possible locations for the 
business. Both nabes boast huge office 
spaces, including Industry City and the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal in the for-
mer, and the latter’s in-construction  25 
Kent complex .

But activists in largely minority, work-
ing-class Sunset Park say its residents 
are already battling gentrification as  de-
velopers propose erecting hundreds of 
swanky new apartments and townhouses 
in the nabe , and bringing in a headquar-
ters for the online juggernaut would only 
drive housing prices up.

“These types of tech companies have 

AMAZON PRIMED 
Offi cials’ push for HQ here, but some fear it could price out locals

Borough President Adams and other officials are pushing to bring 
a second world headquarters of Amazon to Brooklyn, and the beep 
named Sunset Park — where the tech giant already operates a distri-
bution center in Third Avenue’s Liberty View Industrial Plaza — as a 
possible location.
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an impact on local markets including 
residential and commercial real estate, 
both of which are in extremely precar-
ious state as it is in Sunset Park,” said 
Ryan Chavez, infrastructure coordina-
tor for neighborhood environmental ad-
vocacy group Uprose.

And commercial rents also jumped 
in Seattle following the debut of Ama-
zon’s hub for highly paid corporate em-
ployees, pushing out many mom-and-
pop shops — a forced evacuation that is 
also happening in Brooklyn as real-es-
tate costs skyrocket to prices that only 
big chains can afford. 

Companies that will employ area res-
idents with green jobs should be courted 

instead, Chavez said, because they will 
provide the type of work the blue-collar 
neighborhood needs to thrive.

“When we’re talking about the in-
dustrial zone we believe it ought to be 
used for green industries and manufac-
turing, which serve the city’s climate-
adaptation needs and provide working-
class jobs to the local community,” he 
said. “We don’t see the second Am-
azon headquarters as doing either of 
those things.”

National chains such as  Saks Fifth Av-
enue  and  Bed, Bath, and Beyond  recently 
opened in Sunset Park, and Amazon would 
bring even more big-box business — and 
the type of resident it attracts — to the 

nabe at a time when it needs room to 
breathe, according to Chavez.

“A development of this nature would 
directly undermine a very fragile indus-
trial market locally,” he said.

But Adams said he is not convinced 
that the workspace would jeopardize af-
fordability in the borough, noting there 
are protections such as land-use rules 
to keep housing affordable.

“It’s not something I’m concerned 
with in bringing in Amazon,” he said. 
“The borough is not going to become a 
place that is unaffordable because Am-
azon is here, it will do that if we don’t 
do our jobs to make sure tenants are 
protected.”

Chavez, however, said the spike in Se-
attle real estate’s value that followed the 
opening of Amazon’s home base there 
is reason enough to suspect prices in 
Kings County would soar, too.       

“There is simply no end to the empiri-
cal evidence, both quantitative and qual-
itative, that demonstrates the mind-blow-
ing impact that Amazon headquarters has 
had on affordability in Seattle,” he said. 
“To downplay the risk of similar impacts 
in a working class community of color 
like Sunset Park is just surreal.”

A Brooklyn world headquarters would 
further expand the online marketplace’s 
huge footprint in New York City, where 
it already owns  distribution centers at 
Sunset Park’s Liberty View Industrial 
Plaza  and in Manhattan,  a book store on 
the distant island , and  a planned Staten 
Island warehouse .

Amazon is accepting pitches for 
second home base locations until Oct. 
19.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Kings County’s oldest enclave 
has a sister in the Corn Belt! 

A small Iowa town shares many 
of its street names with Brooklyn 
Heights, puzzling locals who were 
shocked to discover there’s a grass-
ier version of their brownstone-
lined nabe on the prairie. 

“It’s astounding, it’s more than 
just a coincidence,” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Michael Towers, 
whose college roommate told him 
of the connection after uncovering 
it while researching the ancestry 
of his father, who was born in the 
Midwestern community.

Dunlap, Iowa — which is 
northwest of Des Moines — is 
charted with Clinton, Montague, 
Jerolemon, Court, Remsen and 
Pierrepont streets, six stretches 
also found in tony Brooklyn 
Heights. 

Hawkeye State officials plat-
ted the burg in 1867 and incorpo-
rated it in 1871, well after Brook-
lyn Heights evolved into a booming 
nabe with hundreds of houses. The 
reason for the like-named streets 
remains a mystery, but a borough 
history buff guessed it probably 
has to do with a Kings Countian 
settling out west.

“My first reaction was there’s 

Heights in the heartland!
Addresses in a small Iowa town might seem awfully familiar

DUNLAP, IOWA: Clinton, Montague, “Jerolemon,” Court, 
Remsen and “Pierepont” — sensing a pattern here?

some person from Brooklyn who 
moved there, or was connected to 
a business there,” said Julie Golia, 
a historian for the Brooklyn His-

torical Society. “It wouldn’t have 
been crazy for some person who 
was possibly involved in the rail-
road business to move out there 

and have a big influence on the 
nature of the town.” 

A glance at Dunlap’s history 
books revealed the town’s first pi-
oneers migrated from Connecti-
cut. A couple of its notable resi-
dents hailed from New York, too, 
but no evidence connects the bor-
ough of Kings to Iowa. 

Golia, however, is sure that the 
town’s settlers took the names from 
Brooklyn because the monikers 
are very specific to its past.

“The thing that’s unusual is a lot 
of the notable names in Brooklyn 
Heights are Dutch names. There’s 
a really rich Dutch history in 
Brooklyn, and in New York, so 
it’s enormously unlikely they were 
thinking about Remsen in 1867 in 
Dunlap, Iowa,” she said.

In fact, Joralemon Street in the 
Heights was spelled “Jerolemon 
Street” around the time heart-
land town was born, according 
to Brooklyn Eagle  archives .

The historian also floated the 
theory that Dunlap’s founders 
admired Henry Ward Beecher, a 
popular abolitionist and preacher 
at Brooklyn Heights’ Plymouth 
Church, and named their roads 
after streets in the clergyman’s 
neighborhood to honor him. Do-
ing so would not be unheard of, 
according to Golia, especially be-

Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn Enclave Dunlap, Iowa

Brooklyn Paper Hometown paper Dunlap Reporter

Cadman Plaza West Longest street Iowa Avenue

LH Express from 
Lassen and Hennings

Best meaty sandwich Pork Tenderloin from 
Dairy Sweet

Zero Gas stations Two

Lower Manhattan, the Statue of 
Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge

View Prairie

The Brooklyn Dodgers celebrated 
their 1955 World Series victory at 

its swanky Bossert Hotel, which 
is now being refurbished

Fun fact Third-generation resident Vernie 
Webber delivered locals’ 
Sunday-morning papers from his 
plane in the 1950s

Brooklyn Heights vs. Dunlap
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cause Beecher was known to seek 
recognition.  

“He was a nationally known 
figure and a celebrity at the time,” 
she said. “He was also very good 
at self promotion.” 

Dunlap’s head of government 
didn’t know why some of its roads 

share their names with those in 
the Heights either — although Io-
wans pronounce Montague Street 
“Mon-tag,” he said — but was also 
amazed by the discovery. 

“I think it’s neat,” said Mayor 
Jason Knickman, who also works 
as a deputy for the county sher-

iff. “Obviously there’s got to be 
some sort of connection.”

Aside from the like-named 
streets, Knickman’s municipality 
boasts two bars, two mini-marts, 
a dam, a pond for fishing, a public 
swimming pool and youth sports 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about being put out to 
pasture!

Prospect Park officials laid off 
the meadow’s  seasonal staff of 
weed-munching goats  earlier this 
month, and honchos are not yet 
sure if they’ll have the means to 
bring the beloved bleaters back 
for a third time next year, accord-
ing to a green-space rep.

“We have a lot of places in the 
park that have invasive plants, but 
we don’t have anything funded, 
so it’s not clear whether they’ll 
be coming back,” said Christian 
Zimmerman, vice president of 
capital and landscape manage-
ment for the Prospect Park Alli-
ance, a private group that tends 
the lawn in collaboration with 
the city.

In May, meadow caretakers 

hired four cloven-footed labor-
ers from an upstate farm to clear 
unwanted weeds including poi-
son ivy from the Vale of Cash-
mere and Lookout Hill. 

And now the park’s two-
legged employees are planting 
seeds there as part of a feder-
ally funded, woodland-restoration 
project on the land manicured by 
the grass gobblers, which toiled 
diligently, according to an alli-

Not getting our goats
Prospect Park’s popular weed-eaters leaving 
the meadow and facing an uncertain future

ance spokeswoman.
“They’re very wonderful work-

ers,” said Lucy Gardner.
The horned landscapers also 

participated in a United States 
Forest Service study during 
their time in Brooklyn’s Back-
yard, which gathered data on 
their effectiveness by monitor-
ing their progress on Lookout 
Hill. Previously, all evidence of 
the animals’ workplace produc-
tivity was anecdotal, according 
to Zimmerman. 

“People have been using goats 
for a long time, but all the evidence 
is anecdotal,” he said. “There 
hasn’t been any data, and we’d 
like to be able to quantify it.”

This year’s goats followed a 
 herd of eight contracted by the al-
liance in 2016 , which was brought 
in to eat away undesirable vegeta-

tion that sprouted in the vale after 
2012’s superstorm Sandy.

But the weed munchers may 
have eaten themselves out of their 
next job, according to Zimmer-
man, who said that while there 
may be more work to do at Look-
out Hill, meadow honchos won’t 
know whether new growth will 
justify the goats’ return until 
April 2018.

And some park employees are 
already pining for their one-time 
coworkers.

“Of course I miss them,” Gard-
ner said. “They’re valued col-
leagues of mine.”

Prospect Park honchos recently gave the pink slip to four 
goats they brought in earlier this year to clear unwanted 
vegetation from the meadow, and are not sure whether the 
beloved bleaters will return for a third consecutive year.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He survived numbers one and two, 
making number three a breeze!

A daredevil activist who famously 
swam the Gowanus Canal and New-

town Creek pulled another maritime 
stunt on Sept. 21, paddling through the 
East River from Greenpoint to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park to raise awareness for 
the global refugee crisis. And the water, 

The water’s fi ne?
Christopher Swain paddled down the East River from Greenpoint 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park to raise awareness for the refugee crisis.
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See SWIM  on page 3

See IOWA  on page 11



2  AWP  September 29–October 5, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

“

Repowering a century-old property for today’s economy takes a lot of 
hands. And dollars. More than $80 million was spent at Brooklyn-based 
firms who are part of rebuilding Industry City. Now that’s a comeback story 
made in Brooklyn, by Brooklyn.

Visit IndustryCity.com for job opportunities, business development 
services, and community events.

Opportunity in  
the neighborhood

Every day more people are coming 

to Industry City to share in what our 

neighborhood has to offer. After all, 

that’s why we moved here—to work  

and do better for our families.

MAURICIO MEDINA

Carpenter & Painter,  Industry City
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Midwifery

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a historical holdout!
The Department of Parks 

and Recreations’s  plans to 
makeover an entrance to 
Fort Greene Park  do not re-
flect the vision of the green 
space’s creators and honchos 
must go back to the drawing 
board, the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission ruled 
at a Sept. 21 hearing.

“It seems to be sort of 
against every one of the his-
toric moments in the design of 
the park,” said commissioner 
Adi Shamir-Baron.

The commission, which 
must approve the $10.5-mil-
lion proposal for it to move 
forward because the meadow 
sits within the nabe’s historic 
district, tabled its vote on the 
project, recommending that 
parks officials revisit their 
plans instead. Community 
Board 2 green-lit the make-
over earlier this month after 
 months  of debate.

The parks department 
wants to redesign the cor-
ner at Myrtle Avenue and St. 
Edwards Street into a grand 
entrance by leveling its hilly 
mounds to create a wide path-
way leading to the Prison Ship 
Martyrs’ Monument.

But  history buffs  con-
tended that planner Freder-
ick Law Olmsted would prefer 
the grassy knolls over a paved 
walkway because park-goers 

Protecting the Fort
Landmarks commission rebuffs park makeover plan

“In general, the mounds 
create a bit of an obstacle,” 
said Paul Kidonakis, the proj-
ect’s landscape architect. “Not 
as many people would be able 
to get up on them and use them 
as they would the plaza.”

Commission members also 
charged that Olmsted would 
not have put an entrance on a 
corner and that the designer 
wanted park-goers to stumble 
upon the ship martyrs’ mon-
ument, instead of being con-
fronted by it immediately af-
ter entering the lawn.

Fort Greene Park is being 
redesigned under the green-
space agency’s “Parks With-
out Borders” program, which 
is tasked with sprucing up 
lawns’ entrances to make 
them more inviting.

But meadow mavens can 
open up the park to passersby 
without compromising its his-
toric character, according to 
landmarks commission mem-
bers.

“We’ve seen many examples 
of critical and beautiful his-
toric parks where the entrance 
is not the apex of a parallelo-
gram and they’ve worked suc-
cessfully,” said commissioner 
Meenaksh Srinivasan.

The parks department will 
reappear before the commis-
sion at a to-be-announced date 
and is expected to present re-
vised plans or evidence that 
its proposal is still the best 
option.

can hang out on them.
“[The hills] seem to be a 

very large gathering place, 
versus more of a passage-
way,” said commissioner 
Wellington Chen. “If you’re 
saying I can perform many 
programs on a passageway, 
that’s true. However, that’s 

not what Olmsted intended, 
which is a public gathering 
place.”

Parks honchos countered 
that not many people use the 
mounds —  except to host the 
occasional dog costume con-
test  — and residents would get 
more use from a plaza.

while full of junk, was delight-
ful compared to that of Brook-
lyn’s Nautical Purgatory, ac-
cording to Kings County’s 
own “Toxic Avenger.”

“It was pretty nice,” 
said Christopher Swain. “I 
bumped into plastic bottles 
and bags, but the general 
level of pollution was much 
lower compared to the Gow-
anus Canal.”

The athlete-activist plunged 
into the murky waterway near 
Greenpoint’s India Street 

Ferry Dock before swimming 
the nearly two miles to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 5, where 
he emerged unscathed about 
35 minutes after starting his 
journey.

Swain said his main con-
cern leading up to the trek 
was rain, which would have 
f lushed the city’s sewers 
straight into the river, and 
likely into his mouth. The 
swimmer was near the Brook-
lyn Bridge when he took his 
first gulp of water, which he 
discovered was not toxic later 

that evening after he passed 
a solid stool, he said.

“I swallowed a good mouth-
ful by mistake and thought, 
‘Well I guess we’ll find out to-
night if I get diarrhea,’ ” Swain 
said. “But I lucked out, and 
was okay.”

The activist gained noto-
riety in 2015, when, after  re-
peated attempts , he became 
 the first man to swim the 
length of the Gowanus Ca-
nal , a feat he later described 
in vivid detail.

“There was more hydraulic 
fluid, metals, and paint chips 
than there was poop,” Swain 
said at the time. 

The dank diver followed 
the record-setting stunt by 
 swimming Newtown Creek 
that same year , an experience 
that he claimed was surpris-
ingly worse than splashing in 
the sludge-filled canal.  

“It was definitely the worst 
water I’ve ever been in. Not 
even a question,” Swain said. 
“On a scale of 1–10, every-
thing is turned up to 11. The 
petroleum was at 11. The sew-
age was at 11. The industrial, 
weird smell is at 11. The float-
ing trash is at 11. It’s cartoon-
ishly bad and palpably worse 
than the Gowanus in every 
way.”

Continued from page 1

SWIM...

A new approach to Fort Greene Park’s Prison Ship 
Martyrs’ Monument is the source of debate.
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WHERE’S THE REMOTE?
You’ve looked under the couch,  
the coffee table and your favorite  
recliner. Found one remote, but  
where are the other two?

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from 
the holder.

2) Remove the dots 
from the adhesive 
backing and apply as 
needed to the back of 
your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional 
remotes to the holder 
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Heights heist 
A burglar ransacked a Pop-

lar Street apartment while its 
owner was gone for an hour 
on Sept. 18.

The resident left her abode 
by Hicks Street at noon and 
returned at 1 pm to find her 
door unlocked and apart-
ment ransacked, cops said. 
The thief took items from the 
apartment, but the victim did 
not specify which, according 
to a report.

Park plunder
A sneak thief smashed a 

woman’s car window and stole 
her bag from inside the vehi-
cle on Pierrepont Street after 
she got out to take pictures 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
Sept. 18.

The lady told police she 
parked her ride near Furman 
Street at 6:47 pm and went to 
take photographs of the park. 
When she returned 30 min-
utes later, she discovered a 
the filcher broke a passen-
ger-side window and took 
the bag, which was hidden 
under a towel and contained 
her credit cards and $250 cash, 
authorities said.

Taxi grab
Police are searching for a 

pair of creeps who held up 
a taxi driver at gunpoint on 
Front Street on Sept. 22.

The cabbie had the fares 
in his taxi and was driving 
near Gold Street at 10:10 pm 
when one of the punks put a 
gun to the back of his head 
and demanded his wallet and 
money, cops said.

The driver handed over 
$970 and his credit cards and 
the jerks fled, police said.

Catnap caper
Cops are hunting a pirate 

who lifted a woman’s phone 
out of her backpack as she 
slept on a Coney Island-bound 
F train on Sept. 20.

The lady was snoozing 
as the train approached Jay 
Street-MetroTech station at 
3:40 am and awoke to see the 
weasel taking her phone out 
of her knapsack. The woman 
told him to give it back and he 
declared, “I don’t have your 
phone, I don’t have nothing,” 
police said.

He then fled into the next 
train car and dashed up the 
stairs when the subway rolled 
into the station, authorities 
said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hair-raising
Authorities arrested a 

woman who allegedly pulled 
out a chunk of an officer’s hair 
and left a bald patch while she 
was being cuffed on Tillary 
Street on Sept. 22.

The officer was respond-
ing a dispute inside a facil-
ity near Prince Street at 12:50 
am when the woman became 
highly combative towards her, 
according to a report. 

When told to stop, the sus-
pect began pulling the cop’s 
hair and ripped out a clump, 
police said.

Tot tussle 
Police arrested four young-

sters who allegedly stole a 
5-year-old boy’s cell phone 
on Fort Greene Place on 
Sept. 20.

The suspects — a 12-year-
old, a 13-year-old, and two 
14-year-olds — forcibly 

Thief burgles Heights home 

snatched the kid’s phone near 
Fulton Street at 2:30 pm, ac-
cording to a report.

Slashed 
Cops are searching for a 

group of four brutes who as-
saulted a man on Park Ave-
nue on Sept. 18. 

The victim told police he 
was walking out of a build-
ing near N. Oxford Street at 
10:40 pm when the crew of 
baddies attacked him and cut 
his right cheek with an un-
known object.

Heist 
Some sneak broke into a 

Washington Avenue apart-
ment and stole $3,000 worth 
of property while its owner 
was away between Sept. 6 
and Sept. 17.

The unit by Atlantic Av-
enue is undergoing reno-
vation and the creeper en-
tered through an unknown 
point, removing an under-
cabinet fridge, cases of li-
quor, building supplies, and 
a blue Bianchi bike, accord-
ing to a report.

Smashed
A pirate vandalized a 

Greene Avenue bodega and 
stole $6,000 in cash on Sept. 
18.

The punk broke the glass 
front door of the store near 
Cumberland Street between 
1:04 am and 2:03 am and 
lifted the currency, author-
ities said.

The shop has cameras, but 
it is very difficult to see any-
thing in the footage because 
the store’s lights were off, po-
lice said. — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Closet cleaning
A perp stole $3,800 in cash 

from a man’s Ridge Boule-
vard bedroom closet between 
Sept. 16 and 18, the victim re-
ported on Sept. 19.

The man reported the theft 
at his home at 72nd Street at 
2:20 pm, and said that he left 
both his closet and bedroom 
doors unlocked. Police found 
no signs of forced entry, ac-
cording to a report.

Gone by dawn 
A good-for-nothing stealth-

ily stole a man’s 2013 Honda 
Accord from 63rd Street on 
Sept. 21.

The driver parked the car 
at the corner of Ninth Avenue 
at around 1 am, but when he 
returned the following morn-
ing, the ride was nowhere to 
be found, according to a re-
port.

Police found no broken 
glass, and the driver said he 
was the only person with any 
keys to the car, cops said.

 Tool snatch
A thief stole $1,700 worth 

of power tools from a con-
tractor working on a project 
at an 81st Street garage on 
Sept. 18.

The worker left his tools at a 
garage between 11th and 12th 
Avenues just after 5 pm, and 
when he returned the next day, 
they were gone, cops said.

Stole and drove 
A miscreant stole a man’s 

2016 Dodge Caravan from its 

92nd Street parking spot on 
Sept. 18, police said.

The man parked his car 
between Ridge Boulevard 
and Marine Avenue around 
4 pm, and when he returned 
shortly thereafter, it had dis-
appeared.

Police did not find broken 
glass, but the driver said he 
left the doors unlocked and his 
key inside the vehicle.

— Julianne McShane

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad car-ma
A ne’er-do-well swiped a 

bunch of stuff from a man’s 
car parked on Smith Street on 
Sept. 23, police said.

The guy parked his white 
Toyota illegally and left it un-
locked between Second and 
Carroll streets at 6 pm, and 
when he returned at 7:45 pm, 
he realized a punk had reached 
inside and took his swiss army 
knives, lottery tickets, sun-
glasses, wallet, and loose 
change, cops said.

Electronic shock
Some baddie swiped a 

woman’s electronics from 
her Court Street apartment 
on Sept. 25, police said. 

The punk entered the home 
between Nelson and Hunting-
ton streets at around 6:30 pm 
through an unlocked door, and 
ran off with a pricey Apple 
laptop and an iPhone, author-
ities said.

Caught after hit
Cops cuffed a man for 

socking someone in the 
face on Columbia Street on 
Sept. 25.

The 28-year-old suspect 
punched a 55-year-old near 
Bush Street at around 2 pm, 
and was later arrested for the 
attack, authorities said.

Costly meal
A good-for-nothing swiped 

jewelry and other stuff from 
inside a man’s bag while he 
was having dinner at a Reed 
Street eatery on on Sept. 24, 
police said.

The 67-year-old victim 
told police he left his bag on 
a chair at the restaurant near 
Van Brunt Street at around 5 
pm and when he went back 
to get it at 8 pm, he realized 
it was gone.

The thief dumped the bag 
in a nearby garbage can, but 
not before fleeing with hun-
dreds of dollars worth of 
goods, including the man’s 
nine credit and debit cards, 
Ray-Ban sunglasses, a Star of 
David bracelet, and a check-
book, cops said.

Worksite shame
A lout stole hundreds of 

dollars worth of tools from 
a site on Amity Street some-
time between Sept. 22 and 
Sept. 25, police said.

The construction company 
told police the punk swiped 
hammers, drills, grinders, and 
screw guns from the location 
near Pacific Street, accord-
ing to a report.

— Julianne Cuba

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn Supreme 
Court jury convicted 
a 57-year-old man of 
reckless manslaughter 
on Sept. 25 for the 2016 
hit-and-run death of a cy-
clist in Williamsburg.

Queens resident Mat-
thew von Ohlen was ped-
aling in a bicycle lane on 
Grand Street near Man-
hattan Avenue at 2:37 
am on July 2 when Juan 
Maldonado, who lives in 
Williamsburg, drove his 
black Chevrolet Camaro 
into the bike rider, drag-
ging him some 20 feet be-
fore speeding away. Au-
thorities then took von 
Ohlen to a Manhattan 
hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead due to 
blunt force trauma.

Maldonado faces up to 
15 years behind bars for 
the conviction, and Kings 
County’s acting district 
attorney said his office 
will doggedly pursue jus-
tice for hit-and-run vic-
tims after the jury deliv-
ered its guilty verdict.

“The driver in this case 
engaged in the types of 
criminal actions I am de-
termined to prosecute in 
Brooklyn in order to re-
duce fatalities on our 
roads and streets,” said 
Eric Gonzalez.

The verdict came as 
some locals  continue to 
search for answers  to a 
 still-open case  in which 
 a private garbage-truck 
driver hit and killed a cy-
clist in Greenpoint  on July 
22, but has yet to be ar-
rested or charged.

Conviction for 
W’burg hit-and-run
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD). or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and 
mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account 
balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for 
daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. 
APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A 
Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce 
earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market

1.25%
$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

These veterans are going 
to war — with their post of-
fice.

Postal workers must re-
place tattered American 
and Prisoner of War flags 
that have been decompos-
ing outside of a Clinton Hill 
branch for months, accord-
ing to a band of local vets 
who called the fraying ban-
ners a shame.

“The American flag is all 
ripped up and in pieces, and 
the POW flag has just dis-
integrated,” said 90-year-old 
Jack Vanasco, the youngest 
of five brothers from Kings 
County, four of whom served 
in World War II. “This is a 

disgrace for Brooklyn.”
The men’s crew includes 

other veterans and locals who 
regularly congregate on Myr-
tle Avenue between Kent Av-
enue and Taaffe Place, where 
Vanasco and his brother Roy 
famously  ran an appliance-re-
pair shop for 60 years  across 
the street from the offending 
branch at 609 Myrtle Ave. 

The residents first no-
ticed the ragged flags about 
three months ago, but post-
office employees have since 
largely ignored the group’s 
requests to replace them, Va-
nasco said.

“They just let it go. They 
don’t care about the flags,” 
he said.

And the servicemen aren’t 
the only ones miffed by the 

pathetic patriotic display.
Passersby and motorists 

notice the banners, too, and 
some drivers even stopped 
to snap pictures of the de-
teriorating flags, according 
to the vet.

Vanasco reported the issue 
to employees at Downtown’s 
larger Cadman Plaza Post Of-
fice in addition to workers 
at his local branch. 

He also called the service’s 
headquarters in Washington, 
DC, but claimed all his at-
tempts to alert employees 
spurred little action.

“They just took my name, 
that’s all,” he said. “But it’s 
getting worse and worse, and 
now the POW flag is just a 
hanging piece of tissue.”

This newspaper contacted 

STARS AND GRIPES 
Vets furious over Clinton Hill P.O.’s tattered fl ags

the postal service on Mon-
day, and a spokesman apol-
ogized the following day on 
behalf of the federal agency, 
which replaced the Ameri-
can and Prisoner of War flags 
at the Myrtle Avenue branch 
later that afternoon.

“The United States Postal 
Service is proud to display the 
American and POW flags in 
front of our facilities,” said 
Xavier Hernandez. “It apol-
ogizes that the customer felt 
that staff was dismissive.”

(From left) World War II vet Jack Vanasco, Rosa 
Figueroa, and Genaro Baez are among the locals 
who demanded employees at a Clinton Hill post of-
fice replace the tattered flags outside the facility.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
C

al
eb

 C
al

d
w

el
l

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The time has arrived!
The city is installing count-

down clocks that display es-
timated arrival times at 12 
bus stops around Park Slope, 
providing straphangers with 
real-time information in or-
der to better plan their com-
mutes, according to the lo-
cal pol who spearheaded the 
initiative.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come bus countdown clocks 
to Brooklyn,” said Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope). “Knowing when the 
next bus is coming is a real 
quality-of-life improvement 
for riders.”

Half of the clocks are al-
ready in place at some of the 
busiest stops in the nabe, in-
cluding tickers for Down-
town-bound and Kensing-
ton-bound buses at Seventh 
Avenue and Ninth Street, 
Downtown-bound buses at 

Columbia Street and Car-
roll Street, Bay Ridge-bound 
buses at Atlantic Avenue and 
Court Street, Kensington-
bound buses at Fifth Ave-
nue and Seventh Street, and 
Kensington-bound buses at 
Seventh Avenue and Flat-
bush Avenue.

And the city is in the pro-
cess of installing clocks for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park- and 
Bay Ridge-bound buses at 
Fifth Avenue and Ninth Street, 
Downtown-bound buses at 
Seventh Avenue and Sixth 
Street, Bergen Beach- and 
Kings Plaza-bound buses at 
Flatbush Avenue and Grand 
Army Plaza, Bay Ridge-
bound buses at Fifth Avenue 
and Dean Street, and Down-
town-bound buses at Seventh 
Avenue and 11th Street.

Riders cheered the tech-
nology, despite the fact that 
some already in place clocks 
were not fully functional by 
midday Tuesday.

“I think it’s a great idea — 
at least when they’re up and 
running,” said Park Slope res-
ident Jaye Maynard, who was 
waiting for a bus at Atlantic 
Avenue and Court Street.

Lander also set aside money 
to bring more than a dozen 
additional clocks to stops in 
Windsor Terrace and Kens-
ington, which should arrive 
sometime next year, according 
to his spokeswoman.

The councilman commit-
ted funding to the project in 
2014, before Mayor DeBla-
sio announced a plan to in-
stall 350 clocks city-wide in 
2016. Each monitor costs tax-
payers a whopping $35,000.

But the hundreds of incom-
ing timers will serve only a 
fraction of the New York 
City’s 15,000 bus stops, ac-
cording to the legislator, who 
said he is also pushing for ar-
rival times to be displayed 
on 7,500 public wi-fi kiosks 
that LinkNYC is rolling out 

Watching the wait
City debuts Brooklyn’s fi rst countdown 
clocks for buses at Park Slope stops

across the city at no cost to 
taxpayers.

“It’s great to install 350 
bus clocks across the city, but 
there are more than 15,000 

stops,” Lander said. “Mean-
while, LinkNYC is expand-
ing at a rapid pace. Let’s use 
them to make life a little easier 
for NYC’s bus riders.”

Jaye Maynard was happily surprised to see a count-
down clock installed at the Atlantic Avenue and 
Court Street bus stop, but she’ll be even happier 
when they turn it on.
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures Designed to Make 
the Best First Impression Possible

No one forgets an incredible smile. Do you feel like you have the best smile possible? 
Do you feel confi dent & attractive when you smile and laugh?

If there are a few tiny imperfections keeping you from achieving a beautiful smile, come see cosmetic dentist. 
Dr Lichter has helped all kinds of patients create the smiles of their dreams. 

He and his team deliver cosmetic dentistry that will undoubtedly give you the smile you’ve always wanted.

Porcelain Veneers 

Periodontal Plastic Surgery

Porcelain Crowns

Designed as an alternative to traditional 
braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced 
teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of 
clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s 
teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for 
patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile 
and function of their bite. 

Whiter Teeth 
in Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening 
has become an essential part 

of personal maintenance. 
When you have a set of stunning 
pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce 

or at-home whitening, 
we have a brilliant solution for you.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, 
creating a seamless and beautiful smile. 
As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and 
replacement of dental implants. His goal is 
a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL 
IMPLANTS 
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

PORCELAIN 
VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about 
porcelain veneers. Porcelain veneers are known to be the most 
durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for a 
plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust 
the alignment, shape, and size of your current teeth. They’ll 
completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down 
time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, 
gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

®

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours 

Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.JosephLichterDDS.com
Call us today 

for a convenient appointment 

1420 Ave. P., 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229
Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.

718.339.7878

200 Madison Ave. 
Suite 2201

New York, NY 10016

212.683.2530

When you’re ready to enhance your home with 
beautiful tile and natural stone, visit our showroom 
to explore the possibilities for your home with an 
incredible selection of Ceramic, Porcelain, Mosaic, 

Quarry Tiles, Marbles, Granites & Accessories!

Showroom Open Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Customer Parking Available!

246 Morgan Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11237
TRIUMPH TILE 

CORP.

We carry Unique, Beautiful & Durable Varieties of tiles from Spain, 
Italy, Brazil, Thailand, Columbia & China.

Stop by our showroom today for a FREE CONSULTATION 
from one of our design experts.

TILE IN STYLE By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

America’s Pastime got 
two new homes in Brook-
lyn’s Backyard.

Ball players gathered in 
Prospect Park on Sept. 22 
for the grand reopening of 
two baseball fields follow-
ing their year-long renova-
tion, and the new diamonds 
and dugouts are hit, accord-
ing to the green space’s very 
own “Mr. Baseball.”

“People are seeing these 
fields, and they’re loving 
them,” said Eddie Albert, 
the president of the Prospect 
Park Baseball Association, 
who received his nickname 
from meadow honchos.

Improvements included 
axing the infields’ grassy 
parts, which developed haz-
ardous ruts over time, accord-
ing to Albert.

“They were in very poor 
shape,” he said.

Workers laid down new 
all-clay diamonds, which are 
easier to care for and more 
versatile, allowing the pitch-
er’s mound and bases to be 
adjusted to accommodate 
softball and baseball. Pre-
viously, players of the lat-
ter could only use three fields, 
and now there are five to 
choose from, according to 
Albert.

“That’s the big thing,” he 
said. “They’re going to be 
playing more games.”

Landscapers also built a 
low, grassy hill behind the 

Double play for P’Park
Alliance honchos unveil pair of renovated ball fi elds 

Prospect Park Baseball Association president Eddie Albert, center, stands with 
young ball players at a newly renovated field in Brooklyn’s Backyard.
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two fields in Long Meadow, 
where spectators can watch 
games, according to Prospect 
Park Alliance spokeswoman 
Lucy Gardner. 

And they added under-
ground drainage pipes con-
nected to Dog Beach — 
 which was also renovated 
as part of the project  — be-
neath the diamonds in order 
to prevent ponding that often 
made the old fields unusable 
in the spring, Albert said.

New backstops, shaded 
dugouts, and water fountains 
were also installed.

The park’s baseball asso-
ciation, which draws some 
2,000 kids ages 4–17 each 
year, will utilize the fields 
when league play resumes 
next April. And other pa-
trons can use them in the 
spring and summer after 
applying for a permit with 
the alliance, a private group 
that works with the city to 

maintain the meadow. 
The advocacy group over-

saw the $2.4-million project, 
which required the fields to 
close in April 2016, accord-
ing to Gardner.

The work is part of a larger 
initiative to spruce up all 
seven of the green space’s 
ball fields, three of which 
are now complete. Repairs 
on two more fields should 
begin sometime next year, 
she said.

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

They’re charity champs!
The Alliance for Coney Is-

land rallied local sports teams 
and businesses to raise more 
than $27,000 for Hurricane 
Harvey victims through its 
“ Coney Cares ” fund-raising 
initiative, which it announced 

earlier this month after the 
storm slammed Houston with 
historic rainfall.

Many of the participating 
businesses’ owners remem-
ber all too well the devasta-
tion of superstorm Sandy in 
2012, and were happy to do 
their part to help Houstonites, 
said the executive director of 
the Alliance.

“We are proud to have 
brought together a variety 
of Coney Island businesses 
to raise funds for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey,” 
said Alexandra Silversmith. 
“We hope these funds will 
assist in the recovery efforts 
in Houston.”

Businesses  including Ap-
plebee’s, the Coney Island 

Brewery, Nathan’s Famous, 
Luna Park, Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Amusement Park, 
Gargiulo’s Restaurant, To-
tonno’s Pizzeria Napolitana, 
and Paul’s Daughter donated 
profits to the initiative. And 
the New York Cosmos and 
Brooklyn Cyclones also do-
nated proceeds from select 
ticket sales to the fund.

Local ‘Coney Cares’ initiative raises more than $27,000

Hearts open after Harvey
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By the Brooklyn Brew Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

S
ay yes to the fest!

Over in Munich, Oktoberfest is 
winding down, but here in Brooklyn 

— where we pay attention to the calendar 
— it is just heating up! All over the borough 
of Kings, people will be hoisting steins and 
oompah-ing it up for the German beer fes-
tival through the end of October. We have 
picked out some of the best spots to sip a 
stein that you can still visit:

Haus party
Bay Ridge bierhalle Schnitzel Haus of-

fers a special Oktoberfest menu of wursts, 
schnitzels, and rouladen this month, along 
with the borough’s largest selection of Ok-
toberfest brews on tap.

Schnitzel Haus [7319 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 73rd and 74th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–5600, www.schnitzelhausny.
com]. Free.

Garten variety
The lush Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 

in Park Slope will make your Oktoberfest 
dreams come brew! The spot will celebrate 
the festival of beer and bratwurst every 
night through Oct. 3, and this Saturday 
kicks it up with an afternoon “Volkfest” 
of costumes, games of skill and chance, 
and a pretzel-eating contest. 

Volkfest at Brooklyn Bavarian Biergar-
ten [265 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 788–
0400, www.brooklynbavarianbiergarten.
com]. Sept. 30, noon–6 pm. Free.

Ameri-fest!
Take a break from the Marzen and Ger-

man pilsner styles and grab some all-Amer-
ican brews at the Well in Bushwick. Brook-
lyn homebrewing group the Brewminaries 
will host “Americana,” where you can get 
unlimited samples of more than 30 beers, 
with styles that include West Coast India 
Pale Ales, American Strong Ale, and Cal-
ifornia Common beer.

“Brewminaries Present: Americana” 
at the Well [272 Meserole St. between 
Waterbury Street and Bushwick Place 
in Bushwick, (347) 338–3612, www.

thewellbrooklyn.com]. Sept. 30, 1–5 pm. 
$35–$45.

Deutschland in Dumbo
The Archway Under the Manhattan 

Bridge will transform into a traditional 
German beer hall during Dumbo’s sec-
ond annual Oktoberfest celebration. Swing 
by on Friday night for live music from the 
Polka Brothers, or on Saturday for Street 
Beat Brass and Melina and the Oompahs, 
along with kiddie arts and crafts in the af-
ternoon. The lederhosen-clad servers at the 
Lighthouse will serve brats, sauerkraut, 
and beer in limited-edition Dumbo steins 
all weekend.

The Manhattan Bridge Archway (Water 
Street between Adams Street and Anchor-
age Place in Dumbo, www.dumbo.is). Oct. 
6, 5–10 pm; Oct. 7, 1–10 pm. Free.

Dane and Deutsh
Get down with the Danish Athletic Club’s 

Oktoberfest extravaganza, serving an au-
thentic German feast of wursts, sauerkraut, 
and apple cake, along with German beer, a 
music performance from the Breitenbach 

Band, and dancing from the Gemuetlichen 
Enzianer German Dancers! Reservations 
are a must, so be sure to snag your seat 
by Oct. 1.

Danish Athletic Club [735 65th St. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth Avenues in 
Sunset Park, (718) 748–7844]. Oct. 7 at 7 
pm. $40.

Back in Black
Fort Green’s Black Forest Brooklyn will 

hold its Oktoberfest party on Oct. 13, tap-
ping a keg of free beer (while it lasts), along 
with a stein-hoisting competition, a dirndl 
and lederhosen contest, and music from the 
brass band Slavic Soul Party 

Black Forest Brooklyn [733 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliot Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 935–0300, 
www.blackforestbrooklyn.com]. Oct. 13 at 
7 pm. $10.

Back to the well
Hang with more than 20 of New York 

City’s craft breweries at the Blocktoberfest 
backyard bash. There will be music provided 

Dance sweet

Call it the dance of the sugar fairies! 
Chocolate lovers can see the sweet stuff and 

eat it too during two interactive food-infused 
dance shows happening Oct. 11 and Oct. 14 in 
Greenpoint. Chocolate Dances, a Queens choco-
late-making dance company, invites sweet fiends 
to join “The Chocolate Dances’ Costume Party 
Tasting Performance,” where the audience can 
bite down on homemade truffles while watch-
ing the tasty show unfold, an act that brings the 
audience into the action, according to the com-
pany’s chocolatier and choreographer. 

“The audience is actually served chocolate 
throughout the show in various forms — from 
raw cacao bits to chocolate in bar form to choc-
olate truffles I hand-make myself,” said Megan 
Sipe, who lives in Manhattan. “Chocolate has 
this really amazing quality that makes it really 
easy for the audience to interact with the per-
formances.”

The interactive show starts off with the audi-
ence joining a “Chocolate Anonymous” meeting 
where everyone reveals their secret chocolate 
urges — but soon the dancers go cuckoo for co-
coa, and by the time curtains close, it has turned 
into a wild, messy dance party, said Sipe.

“By the end of the show it turns into this 
dance party — everyone is involved. There is 
one part in the show where we have a dancer 
dancing in liquid chocolate,” she said. “We’re 
making the audience’s fantasies come true — 
whatever they share earlier in the show we try 
to make happen.”

The various chocolates treats are paired with 
the movement happening on the stage, with bold 
flavors paired with forceful movements, and the 
taste of a champagne-infused truffle echoed by 
a flowing party, said Sipe. 

“We have a dance that is very liquid, as you’re 
enjoying this chocolate melt in your mouth, and 
it’s bold, has a lot of force, but also has this 
very soft texture — the dance embodies that,” 
she said. “We create this elaborate party, cre-
ate all this stuff through storytelling and us-
ing our bodies to create this idea of a cham-
pagne fountain and synchronized swimmers 
— while the audience is eating these cham-
pagne truffles.”

Chocolate Dances’ Costume Party Tasting 
Performance at Triskelion Arts (106 Calyer St. at 
Banker Street in Greenpoint, www.chocolate-
dances.com). Oct. 11 and 14 at 8 pm. $35 ($30 
in advance).  — Julianne Cuba

S H OW

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Sing, Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward

National Book Award–winning author Jesmyn 
Ward’s third novel is a Southern odyssey set in 
rural, 21st century Amer-
ica. “Sing, Unburied, Sing” 
reveals the mythic in the 
mundane, the past in the 
present, and the home we 
inhabit in history. It pivots 
upon the living, the dead, 
and the many forms they 
embody. It conjures its 
characters and setting so 
well you will feel that Mis-
sissippi moisture clinging 
to your skin as you make 
your way through the story. A must-read.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Time Travel” by James Gleick

James Gleick’s “Time Travel: A History” is 
both the history of a genre and a history of ideas. 

From H.G. Wells to Ein-
stein and beyond, Gleick 
examines our evolving 
relationship to time as a 
concept and as a narrative 
vehicle. His book makes 
knotty physics problems 
as accessible as comic 
books, and places pulpy 
sci-fi serials in a place of 
honor among time-bend-
ing modernists like James 

Joyce and T.S. Eliot. Through a series of clev-
erly interwoven anecdotes, Gleick compellingly 
makes the case that the relationship between art 
and science has long been a two-way street.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “The Amputee’s Guide to 
Sex” by Jillian Weise

The newly reissued poetry collection “The 
Amputee’s Guide to Sex” is a florid, heavy-
handed portrayal of 
medical isolation, even 
within the world of dis-
ability rights and women’s 
health. Every single poem 
Weise writes will cause 
the reader’s jaw to drop. 
“Cur” and the coda “Body 
as Argument” solidify this 
as a monster collection of 
verse that can be read again 
and again.

— Sarah Page, Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

T
his show is all organ-ic! 

An enormous, antique organ 
will play one more show on Oct. 

8 before a two-year silence imposed 
by the restoration of its iconic Down-
town home. The Wurlitzer theater or-
gan has been at the Brooklyn Para-
mount Theatre since 1928, and the Los 
Angeles performer who will tickle its 
keys during the final show says that 
it will produce sounds that audiences 

many have never heard before. 
“This isn’t your grandmother’s 

church organ,” said Mark Herman 
“It’s the most unique sonic experi-
ence in Brooklyn, frankly. It tries to 
be an entire symphony orchestra, so 
by playing it, you get to be a one-
man band and have a full orchestra 
at your fingertips.” 

The organ, which is maintained by 
a volunteer crew from the  New York 
Theatre Organ Society , apes a full sym-
phony orchestra with the help of many 
musical mechanisms, including 32 foot 

pedals, 244 keys spread across four 
keyboards, nearly 2,000 pipes, and 
various wires, cables, bells, cymbals, 
and drums. All those parts will allow 
Herman to play Broadway ballads as 
well as classical tunes typically per-
formed by orchestras, he said. 

“It’s more powerful than a symphony 

orchestra and extremely versatile in the 
music it can play,” he said. 

Herman plans to play tunes from 
the 1920s through the ’40s, includ-
ing compositions from Richard Rog-
ers and George Gershwin.

The Paramount’s Wurlitzer is one 
of only two still functioning in New 

York state — the other is at Radio City 
Music Hall, on the distant isle of Man-
hattan. The Paramount’s organ was 
specially built for the theater, which 
was the first in the country built to 
show “talkies,” according to Joe Am-
ato, the volunteer crew chief and cu-
rator who has helped take care of the 
instrument since the 1980s.

The organ will undergo routine res-
toration while the art deco auditorium, 
which is currently being used as a gym-
nasium for Long Island University, is 
restored to its former glory.

Herman said that even Brooklynites 
who are not yet organ fans should come 
out to listen to some new notes, which 
he is sure will get them hooked.  

“There’s nothing else in the world 
like it,” Herman said. “You get the 
bug for the sound and you have to 
seek it out.”

Mark Herman in Concert at the 
Brooklyn Paramount Theatre (1 Uni-
versity Plaza at DeKalb Avenue in 
Fort Greene, www.nytos.org). Oct. 
8 at 3 pm. $15 ($10 students and se-
niors).

Wunder bars!
A guide to the best spots for Oktoberfest drinking

Pipe dreams
Antique organ plays fi nal 
notes before its renovation

See BARS on page 10
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Well preserved: Joe Amato has helped maintain the Brooklyn 
Paramount Theatre’s 1928 Wurlitzer organ since the 1980s.

Dress for the fests: A Greenpoint Oktoberfest party will feature servers in traditional German outfits. Organizer Doug Hager (second from right) says it will be the 
most authentic Oktoberfest party in the city.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Sept. 29

He’s the one 
with the gun
October starts on 
Sunday, but get an 
early start on the 
month of horror with 
a midnight screening 
of “Army of Dark-
ness,” the quotable, 
campy capstone to 
the “Evil Dead” tril-
ogy, featuring zom-
bies, evil twins, a 
time-travelling 
department store 
employee with a 
boomstick, and an 
evil book of spells. 

11:55 pm at Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. 
First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468], www.videologyba-
randcinema.com. $12.

SATURDAY
Sept. 30

Doctor’s 
orders
Nerd and bar owner 
Andy Heidel launches 
his new drink guide 
“The Cocktail Guide to 
the Galaxy,” a collec-
tion of science-fiction 
and fantasy–themed 
adult beverages with a 
party this afternoon. 
Heidel will read from 
his geek-tastic guide, 
and then give a practi-
cal demonstration by 
mixing up free Brock-
mans gin cocktails. 

5 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, thewaystationbk.
com]. Free (books $23).

SUNDAY
Oct. 1

Water colors 
Sail over to Red Hook 
this afternoon, where 
you can spend a full 
day exploring the 
massive Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists 
Coalition’s two-story 
warehouse display of 
five exhibits, includ-
ing “Photography 
Pop-up,” “Grand 
Installations,” “Inter-
active,” sculpture 
show “Materials Mat-
ter,” and the “Really 
Affordable Art Show,” 
featuring work that 
costs less than $499.

1–6 pm at Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506, 
www.bwac.org]. Free.

TUESDAY
Oct. 3

Lunar tunes
Keep your eyes (and 
ears) on the skies! 
Unlike last month’s 
solar eclipse, you 
won’t need any spe-
cial glasses for the 
interactive audiovi-
sual performance 
“Re: Lunar Eclipse” 
— featuring a Brook-
lyn band of perform-
ers and visual artists 
from Thailand per-
forming inside a 
lighted, inflatable 
dome that ends in 
darkness. 

8 pm at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
www.roulette.org]. $25 
($20 in advance).

THURSDAY
Oct. 5

She’s the 
King
Greenpoint guitar 
goddess Kaki King 
launches her new 
album “Kaki King 
Live At Berklee,” with 
a performance 
backed by the full 
orchestra of Berklee 
School of Music stu-
dents who backed 
her on the album.

8:30 pm at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 29
THEATER, “A WONDERFUL LIFE” 

AUDITIONS: Narrows Community 
Theater will hold auditions for its fall 
musical “A Wonderful Life.” Please 
bring 32 bars of sheet music in your 
key, two copies of headshots, and 
resumes. There are three children’s 
roles, age 8 to 13, all other roles 18 
and up. Free. 7–10 pm. Shore Hill 
Community Room [9000 Shore Rd. 
at 91st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
482–3173], www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

ART, ATM CIGARETTES FLOWERS 
LOTTERY GOD BLESS DELI 2: 
A group exhibit that looks at the 
neighborhood bodega. Free. 7–10 
pm. Space Heater Gallery (1283 
Bushwick Ave. between Halsey and 
Eldert streets in Bushwick), space-
heatergallery.com. 

MUSIC, “MY LAI”: A chamber opera 
about the Army offi cer who tried to 
stop the infamous massacre at My 
Lai. $30–$55. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: The Gallery Play-
ers present the upbeat musical 
based on “Little Orphan Annie,” 
featuring the hit songs “Tomorrow,” 
and “Hard Knock Life,” among oth-
ers. $30 ($20 seniors and kids). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY EFFECT”: 
This play by Jeff Tabnick weaves to-
gether the past, present, and future 
to tell the story of a married couple 
who have a pregnant woman ap-
pear at their door with allegations 
that affect their whole family. $20. 8 
pm. Vital Joint (109 Meserole St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.vitaljoint.xyz. 

MUSIC, CHRISTIAN WOLFF: Compos-
ter Christian Wolff presents his new 
work and debuts a duo with Michael 
Pisaro. $15. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at Livingston 
Street in Downtown, (718) 330–
0313], www.issueprojectroom.org. 

MUSIC, BLONDE REDHEAD, BEA-
CON, BEARCAT: $40 ($35 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay and 

Conover streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.org. 

COMEDY, WANDERFEST: The travel-
ing comedy show comes to the Bell 
House. With stand-up from Jacque-
line Novak, Jo Firestone, Joe Pera, 
Anthony DeVito, and more. $15 ($12 
in advance). 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TALK, HOW TO BUILD A FIRE: A sto-
rytelling event with a diverse group 
of voices. Free. 8 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.
open-source-gallery.org. 

SAT, SEPT. 30
DANCE, “CORBEAUX (CROWS)”: A 

site-specifi c living sculpture in the 
museum’s Beaux Arts courtyard, fea-
turing a company of women wearing 
black dresses and white headscarves 
and erupting into an immersive cho-
rus of piercing and rhythmic sounds. 
$16 suggested donation. Noon and 
4 pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 East-
ern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, “MY LAI”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: Barge-
music presents a family concert of 
chamber music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is followed by 
a discussion with the artists. Free. 4 
pm. Fulton Ferry Landing (1 Water 
St. at Furman Street in Dumbo), 
www. bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, REYKJAVIK CALLING: An 
evening of Icelandic bands, featur-
ing Salt Cathedral, Fufanu, and 
Mammut. Free. 8 pm. Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, SEPT 29
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT 30
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 1
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: Sold out. 

7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: $160–

$1,200. 8 pm.

THU, OCT 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

MIAMI HEAT PRE-SEASON: 
$8–$127. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V BUFFALO SABRES: $tba. 
7 pm.

SUN, OCT 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V NEW 

YORK KNICKS PRE-SEASON: 
$15–$140. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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17 Eastern Parkway  
Brooklyn, NY 11238
718 638 7600 
www.uniontemple.org 

A Reform Jewish Congregation

We invite 
your family 
to join us  
for Rosh 
Hashanah & 
Yom Kippur
Free for everyone!  
Sept. 20–21 & Sept. 29–30

Tot’s Services • Children’s Services • Adult Services  
Childcare is available 

For details and schedule, visit
HHD.union-temple.org or call 718-638-7600

17 Eastern Parkway  
Brooklyn, NY 11238
718 638 7600 
www.uniontemple.org 
A Reform Jewish Congregation

Learn about all our activities for kids and adults.  
Sign up for emails at info@uniontemple.org

Oct. 7, 14, 21 | Nov.  4, 11, 18  
9:30 to 11 AM
Movement, music, and stories bring 
Jewish ideas about the world to life 
for toddlers and preschoolers. First  
three Saturdays every month. 

Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27  | Nov. 3, 10, 17 
4:00 to 5:00 PM
Guitarist and singer Ora Fruchter 
will have your preschooler singing 
and dancing. Of course, we’ll 
welcome Shabbat with challah and 
grape juice, too!

2
fabulous,  
fun, FREE 
Shabbat 

programs 
for kids!

Mars needs women!: Singer Bruno Mars and his backing 
band the Hooligans will funk you up at Barclays Center on 
Oct. 4.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

KEEP UP WITH 
THE NEWS
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HIGHLINE
BALLROOM

presents

Sunday, October 1st at 7pm 
 431 West 16th

For advanced ticket sale go to 
highlineballroom.com

door open 5pm

&&

3 great locations!
78 WILLOUGHBY ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

119 COURT ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

46 WEST 36TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10018

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & TAKE OUT!  

And now introducing

136 LAWRENCE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

OPEN 7 DAYS

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s going to be hot, hot, 
hot!

The Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden’s beloved Chile Pep-
per Festival will return on Oct. 
1 for its 25th year of setting 
palates ablaze. For devotees of 
the spicy plant, the annual get-
together not only sets mouths 
afire, but sets tongues wag-
ging with stories of peppers 
past, according to the event’s 
organizer.

“It ends up being really 
personal to the visitors, and 
we find there’s a tremendous 
amount of story swapping,” 
said Anita Jacobs, who lives 
in Park Slope and has directed 
the pepper extravaganza for 
17 years. 

People love sharing tales 
about peppers that bit back 
and favorite flavors as they 
sample from the 45 festival 
vendors, she said. This year’s 
lineup will include 23 heat 
connoisseurs from Brooklyn, 
including famed Atlantic Av-
enue bulk spice shop Sahadi’s 
and condiment kings Brook-
lyn Delhi.

The festival also features 
a chili-chocolate section, 
where sugar fiends can mix 
two top indulgences: sweet 
and spicy. Among the ven-
dors will be Fort Greene ice 
cream shop Malai, scooping 
its red chili chocolate flavor 
— along with a rose-flavored 
ice cream for those who can’t 
take the heat.

But most attendees love 
spicing things up and can’t get 
enough of setting their taste 
buds on fire, said Jacobs.

“For them, the more burn 
the better,” she said. “They 
have an intention from the 
minute they arrive that they 
want to have a really intense 
burning mouth. There are a 
lot of people who don’t want 
the burn to stop.”

The day will boast a talk 
by capsicum king Gregory 
Seaton, who will teach au-

diences about the best pep-
pers to cultivate in Brooklyn’s 
climate, and how to use and 
store them. 

The party will also serve up 
a spicy soundtrack, with five 
bands from around the world 
taking the stage, including 
Louisiana’s Lost Bayou Ram-
blers and the Brooklyn Indian 
dance outfit Red Baraat. 

Since its inception a quar-
ter-century ago, the festival 
has grown from a humble 
gathering to an all-out party, 
said Jacobs. She used to have 
to scour the city to find artisa-
nal chile purveyors, but now 
chile peppers are a hot trend, 
and finding chocolate-chile 
makers has become a much 
easier task, she said. 

The event is an ideal way to 
say sayonara to warm weather 
while still breaking a sweat, 
said Jacobs. 

“It’s an upbeat end of sum-
mer block party kind of feel,” 
she said.

Chile Pepper Festival at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
(990 Washington Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Prospect Heights, 
www.bbg.org). Oct. 1, 11 
am–6 pm. $25 ($20 students 
and seniors).

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s talking trash!

A longtime local artist and 
writer will launch her cartoon 

history of New York City with two 
parties next week, at Word Book-
store and Powerhouse Arena on Oct. 
2 and Oct. 5. Julia Wertz, who lived 
in Greenpoint for 10 years before a 
recent move to the West Coast, said 
that her book “Tenements, Towers, 

and Trash” will reveal little-known 
stories with an additional dose of 
wisecracks.

“History can be very sterile and 
boring, and I wanted to deliver his-
tory in an accessible way with light-
hearted humor,” said Wertz. “I re-
ally want to give readers a new way 
to see the city and start to recognize 
the way it used to look.”

Wertz’s previous work mostly 
featured  short jokes  and funny  auto-
biographical stories  about living in 

Brooklyn, lousy jobs, and drinking 
way too much. But her new book 
covers two centuries of New York 
history, covering Brooklyn’s Dead 
Horse Bay, where horses and other 
animals were once rendered down 
into industrial projects, the 1964 
World’s Fair in Queens, and the 
infamous 19th century abortion-
ist of Fifth Ave-
nue, among many 
other events and 
figures. Wertz 
often gives her 
characters an 
anachronistic 
speaking style 
or ironically 
knowing dia-
logue, such as 
when one 1960s 
figure says of 
Brooklyn “No 
one will ever 
want to go to 
that garbage 
borough.”

“The humor is throughout the 
dialogue — there’s no one singular 
joke that I deliver,” said Wertz. “It 
consists of a lot of irreverent jokes 
and it’s the tone of the book.”

The book also includes many de-
tailed black-and-white drawings of 
changing citiscapes, capturing how 

neighborhoods and landmarks — 
including famed punk club CBGB 
— have changed over the years. Re-
searching and drawing the locations 
was fun, but the changes could also 
be depressing, said Wertz. 

“One of my favorite ones I did 
was four decades of CBGB — I 
spent so much time going to maps 

and drawing 
it and that was 
fun,” she said. “I 
tried to illustrate 
buildings that 
aren’t the same, 
and it’s sad when 
you see the jux-
taposition.”

Wer tz of-
ten used Google 
Maps to perfect 
her illustrations 
of modern street 
scenes, but for 
some projects she 
needed to explore 
up-close, travelling 

to restricted territory far from her 
usual drawing table.

“For a lot of these abandoned 
places I did some trespassing, and 
climbing into old buildings in or-
der to gather material,” she said. 
“I had to go out to sketchy places 
— and it was really fun but really 

the opposite of what I usually do 
as a cartoonist.”

Julia Wertz at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbookstores.com]. Oct. 
2 at 7 pm. Free. And at Power-
house Arena [28 Adams St. be-
tween Front and Water streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. Oct. 5 at 
7 pm. Free.

Drawing 
time lines
Cartoonist captures 
our changing ’hoods

Spice world
Chile Pepper Festival 
celebrates 25th year!
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Trash talk: Cartoonist Julia 
Wertz’s draws a 1928 Carroll 
Gardens streetcorner in her 
illustrated guide to New York 
City history “Tenements, Tow-
ers, and Trash.”
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We mustache her a 
question: Anita Jacobs, 
organizer of the Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden’s 
25th annual Chile Pepper 
Festival, says that find-
ing vendors has become 
easier over the years.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
C

al
eb

 C
al

d
w

el
l



10  AWP  September 29–October 5, 2017Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY 
EFFECT”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, “WITH”: New work 
from composers Michael 
Pisaro, Annea Lockwood, 
and Christian Wolff, fol-
lowed by a roundtable 
discussion. $15. 8 pm. Issue 
Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

FAMILY, BLACK COLLEGE 
EXPO: For parents with 
teens ready for college and 
students; the event offers an 
opportunity to be accepted 
to college on the spot; Bring 
transcripts, ACT scores, two 
letters of recommendation. 
Scholarships available $10 
($8 in advance). 10 am–3 
pm. Medgar Evers College 
[1650 Bedford Ave. at Crown 
Street in Crown Heights, 
(718) 270–6024], mec.edu. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN HAR-
VEST: Luna Park’s pirate-
themed Halloween event, 
with pony rides, a pumpkin 
patch, magicians, kooky 
spooky karaoke and more. 
$20. 11 am–midnight. Luna 
Park [West 12th St. and Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 373-LUNA (5862)], 
ww.lunaparknyc.com/plan. 

FILM, “SIGNATURE MOVE”: A 
Muslim lesbian cares for her 
mother and falls in love with 
the daughter of a luchadora. 
$12. 11:45 am. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

ART, FAB FIVE FALL SHOWS: 
Check out the Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition’s 
fi ve new exhibits, which 

include “Photography Pop-
up,” “Grand Installations,” 
and the “Really Affordable 
Art Show,” among others. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

ATM CIGARETTES FLOW-
ERS LOTTERY GOD BLESS 
DELI 2: 1–5 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

COMEDY, POPPED COLLAR 
COMEDY SHOW: The cozi-
est venue in Bushwick wel-
comes comedians Joanna 
Briley, Damian Holmes, Han-
nah Boone, and more. Free. 
8:30 pm. The Platform [1178 
Bushwick Ave. at Cornelia 
Street in Bushwick, (347) 
377–1336], https://www.the-
platformcafe.com. 

FUND-RAISER, SOLIDARITY 
DANCE PARTY: A dance 
party, rave, and fundraiser 
for Uhuru Solidarity Move-
ment’s “Days in Solidarity 
with African People.” With 
performers, video projec-
tions, and a cash bar. $15 
($10 in advance, $20 after 11 
pm). 9 pm. Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

SUN, OCT. 1
DOWN TO EARTH FARMER’S 

MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including seasonal 
fruits and veggies, speciality 
foods, prepared foods, bev-
erages, eggs, honey, milk, 
baked goods, and more. 
Free. 10 am–4 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 3 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, “REGINA POPS” 
CONCERT: The Regina 
Opera Company performs 

some of your favorite 
Broadway, opera, and Italian 
songs. $15 ($5 teens, kids 
free). 3 pm. Regina Opera 
[5902 Sixth Avenue at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

DANCE, “CORBEAUX 
(CROWS)”: 3 pm. See Satur-
day, Sept. 30. 

MUSIC, PHOEBE LEGERE, 
SCOTT WOLFSON AND 
OTHER HEROES: An eve-
ning of alternative folk wiz-
ards. $20. 7:30 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN HAR-
VEST: 11 am to midnight. 
See Saturday, Sept. 30. 

CHILE PEPPER FESTIVAL: 
The annual festival is the 
end of summer blowout 
that sets the garden ablaze 
with bands from around the 
world, dozens of fi ery food 
artisans and hours of chile-
chocolate gastronomy. $20–
$25 (kids free). 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

FILM, “SIGNATURE MOVE”: 
11:45 am. See Saturday, 
Sept. 30. 

R.I.P. VIBE: The jazz trio plays 
as part of the Bay Ridge 
Concert Series. Free. Noon. 
Christ Church Bay Ridge 
[7301 Ridge Blvd. between 
73rd and 74th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (256) 777–3625]. 

ATM CIGARETTES FLOW-
ERS LOTTERY GOD BLESS 
DELI 2: 1–5 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

TALK, POSTCARDS FOR 
POLITICIANS ART WORK-
SHOP: Artist Carolyn Mo-
nastra discusses the impact 
of climate change on indi-
vidual and environmental 
health and lead participants 
in brainstorming solu-
tions. Free. 2 pm. The Old 

Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MON, OCT. 2
COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 

WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Brooklyn comedy favorite 
Wyatt Cenac hosts this 
weekly show with some of 
the best local and interna-
tional stand up comedians. 

$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, DINOSAUR JR.: $30. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-

comes Max and Ivan, Ryan 
Beck, Rae Sanni, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, OCT. 3
TALK, THE GRADUATES IN 

NYC: An evening of talks 
featuring two of the top art 
students from the United 
Kingdom. Free. 6 pm. 
Ado (29 Norman Ave. at 
Banker Street in Green-
point), itsnicethatgraduates.
splashthat.com. 

TALK, “UNBOUND”: A vibrant 
evening of literature and 
discussion with Russian-
American author Masha 
Gessen discussing her new 
book, “The Future is His-
tory: How Totalitarianism 
Reclaimed Russia.” In con-
versation with David Rem-
nick. $25 ($45 with book). 7 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, “ANATHEMA, THE 
TURING OPERA”: An 
electronic opera that tells 
the story of gay computer 
pioneer Alan Turing, as told 
by an artifi cial intelligence 
he invented. $34 ($20 
students). 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

MUSIC, DINOSAUR JR.: 8 pm. 
See Monday, Oct. 2. 

MUSIC, TASH SULTANA: With 
opening band Pierce Broth-
ers. $25. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

WED, OCT. 4
TALK, CREATIVE AGING: The 

Creative Aging club meets. 
Free. 4:30 pm. Sheepshead 
Bay Public Library [2636 
E. 14th St. between Shore 
Parkway and Avenue Z 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
368–1815]. 

READING, TA-NEHISI 
COATES: The award-win-
ning journalist discusses his 
newest book, “We Were 
Eight Years in Power: An 
American Tragedy.” $20 
($40 with a book). 7:30 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

THURS, OCT. 5
ART, DUMBO’S FIRST THURS-

DAY GALLERY WALK: Art 
galleries in Dumbo stay 
open late and host special 
events. Free. 6–8 pm. www.
artindumbo.com. 

ART, “MY SHOT, PORTRAITS 
FROM HAMILTON” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Josh 
Lehrer shows his portraits of 
actors from the Broadway 
show “Hamilton,” taken 
with an antique camera 
lens from the mid-1800s. 
Free. 6–8 pm. United Photo 
Industries (16 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com. 

ART, “MY SHOT, PORTRAITS 
FROM HAMILTON” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Josh 
Lehrer shows his portraits of 
actors from the Broadway 
show “Hamilton,” taken 
with an antique camera 
lens from the mid-1800s. 
Free. 6–8 pm. United Photo 
Industries (16 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo), 
www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com. 

ART, “BEYOND-BEYOND” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Ron Baron’s installation of 
100 pairs of life-size cast 
ceramic shoes. With a blues 
performance and discus-
sion with the artist. Free. 
6–8 pm. Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. at Washing-
ton Street in DUMBO, (718) 
834–8761], www.smackmel-
lon.org. 

MUSIC, KINGSBOROUGH 
MUSICAL SOCIETY CHO-
RUS AUDITIONS: The 
Chorus is seeking new cho-
ral singers to perform its 
mixed repertoire of theater, 
folk, and classical music. 
The group performs two 
free annual concerts on 
the Kingsborough College 
Campus in December and 
May. Rehearsals are Thurs-
day evenings at 7:30 pm. 
Previous choral experience 
is helpful but not required. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Kingsbor-
ough College Campus [T-8 
building, second fl oor, room 
8207 in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 338–9132.] 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: An eve-
ning of emerging and mid-
career dance artists, with 
two performers each night. 
$18 in advance / $22 at the 
door. 7:30 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 29. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY 
EFFECT”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

NIGHTLIFE, METROPOLIS 
BURLESQUE AT ANYONE 
COMICS: A night of nerdy 
burlesque with acts from 
Tiny Dee, Mary Cyn, and 
Petite Renard. Hosted by 
Moe Cheezmo. $10. 8 pm. 
Anyone Comics [1216 Union 
St. between Nostrand and 
Rogers avenues in Crown 
Heights, (347) 350–8422], 
anyonecomics.com. 

MUSIC, KAKI KING: Green-
point guitar goddess Kaki 
King launches her new 
album “Kaki King Live At 
Berklee,” with a perfor-
mance backed by the full 
orchestra of Berklee School 
of Music students who 
backed her on the album. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

FRI, OCT. 6
FAMILY, KIDDUSH IN THE 

HUT: Celebrate Sukkot 
with lulav, etrog and spe-
cial prayers. Free. 10 am. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, OKTOBERFEST 
IN THE ARCHWAY: The 

Archway turns into a tra-
ditional German beer hall, 
with festive food, oompah 
bands, and Bavarian beer in 
limited edition beer steins. 
Free. 5–10 pm. The Arch-
way Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street and 
Anchorage Place in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], dumbo.
is/hosting/dumbo-okto-
berfest. 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: 7:30 pm. 
See Thursday, Oct. 5. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 29. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY 
EFFECT”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

SAT, OCT. 7
MUSIC, OKTOBERFEST IN 

THE ARCHWAY: 1–10 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 6. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: 2 pm and 
8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 4 
pm. See Saturday, Sept. 30. 

MUSIC, “ANGEL’S BONE”: 
A release concert for the 
recorded opera about two 
injured angels who are 
exploited for profi t by a 
man and his wife. $34 ($20 
students). 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: 7:30 pm. 
See Thursday, Oct. 5. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY 
EFFECT”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 29. 

MUSIC, BARGEMUSIC: Cel-
list Inbal Segev and Pianist 
Juho Pohjonen performing 
music by Grieg, Chopin, 
and Schumann. $40 ($20 
students). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624–2083], www.bargemu-
sic.org. 

MUSIC, CICHANO BAT-
MAN: $62. 8 pm. Warsaw 
[261 Driggs Ave. at Eckford 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
387–0505], www.warsaw-
concerts.com. 

FUND-RAISER, MILES FOR 
MIDWIVES 2017: A 5K 
fun run and birth fair. Free 
($10–$25 for run entry). 8:30 
am–2 pm. Prospect Park 
Grecian Shelter (96 Parkside 
Ave. in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens), www.milesfor-
midwives.myevent.com. 

MARKET, FEAR THE RIFF 
EXPO: A convention for 
guitar effects, pedals, amps, 
and accessories. $10. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Expo Center (72 
Noble St. at Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint). 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN HAR-
VEST: 11 am to midnight. 
See Saturday, Sept. 30. 

COLUMBUS DAY PARADE: 
The Federation of Italian 
Americans Organization 
leads the march up 18th 
Avenue in Bensonhurst. 
This year’s grand marshals 
include Councilman Mark 
Treyger and Anthony San-
severino of the 62nd Police 
Precinct. Free. 1 pm. Step 
Off Parade [18th Avenue 
and 60th Street to 18th Ave-
nue and 84th Street in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 259–2828], 
www.fi aobrooklyn.org/
about/contact. 

OKTOBERFEST!: A celebra-
tion of German culture 
featuring food, live music, 
dancing, and more! $25 
($15 kids). 4 pm. Zion Ger-
man Evangelical Lutheran 
Church [125 Henry St. be-
tween Clark and Pierrepont 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 852–2453], www.zion-
gelc.org. 

FILM, DAN SAVAGE’S HUMP! 
FILM FESTIVAL: An anthol-
ogy of creative, homegrown 
dirty movies, featuring all 
body sizes, shapes, ages, 
colors, and genders. $25. 5 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], https://humpfi lmfest.
boldtypetickets.com. 

DANISH OKTOBERFEST: Ger-
man dinner with Kassler 
Ribs, assorted bratwurst, 
sauerkraut and more. Cash 
bar. Music by Breiten-
bach Band and German 
folkdancing, with a special 
performance by Gemutli-
che Enzianer. Reservations 
required. $40 per person. 
7 pm to 11 pm. Danish Ath-
letic Club [735 65th St. in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 492–5577]. 

COMEDY, JANELLE JAMES: 
The comedian holds a re-
lease party for her debut 
comedy album “Black and 
Mild.” $15 ($12 in advance). 
8:30 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

by local artists, food vendors 
serving up Oktoberfest-style 
eats, yard games, and unlim-
ited samples of local brews.

“Blocktoberfest” at the 
Well [272 Meserole St. be-
tween Waterbury Street 
and Bushwick Place in Bush-
wick, (347) 338–3612, www.
thewellbrooklyn.com]. Oct. 
14, 12:30–6 pm. $10–$34.

In a ware-haus
Brooklyn’s biggest Ok-

toberfest bash is an import 
— from Philadelphia! Doug 
Hager, the German-born 
owner of Philly beer hall 
Brauhas Schmitz, said after 
nine years of throwing festi-
vals in the City of Brotherly 
Love, he is thrilled to bring his 
expertise to Brooklyn. “When 
presented with the opportu-

nity to host an authentic Ok-
toberfest, much like we did 
at the Armory in Philly, we 
jumped at it,” he said.

The event will convert a 
Greenpoint warehouse into a 
blue-and-white draped festi-
val tent, just like the Hofbrau-
haus in Munich, and filled with 
décor imported directly from 
Germany. Visitors can sign up 
for a four-hour slot in the fest 
hall, where bands will play on 
a raised stage and lederhosen 
and dirndl–wearing servers 
will wheel out steins of Ger-
man beer and traditional Ger-
man dishes. All ticket prices in-
clude the first liter of beer.

“Brooklyn Oktoberfest” 
at Greenpoint Terminal 
Warehouse [73 West St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(267) 909–8814, www.brau-
hausschmitz.com]. Oct. 20 at 
7 pm, Oct. 21 at 1 pm and 
7 pm, Oct. 22 at noon and 6 
pm. $40 ($45 reserved seat-
ing, $100 VIP).

BARS...
Continued from page 7

By Camille Sperrazza

hen you’ve got 90 years 
of experience, you 
know how to throw 

awesome parties.
Their grandparents may 

have started Sirico’s Cater-
ing, but two cousins, Hercu-
les and Jim Sirico, are the ones 
that keep these parties going 
every night.

Weddings
A bit overwhelmed with all 

to be done? Your life just got 
easier because everything you 
need is coordinated by Sirico’s 
in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get mar-
ried here? Say the word, and the 

planner will say, “I do.” 
Food: They get it. It’s got 

to be good. With customized 
menus for every taste and bud-
get, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate 
room for the cocktail hour, then 
make their way to another for 
dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it moving 
all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos 
will be treasured for a lifetime, 
so Sirico’s works with proven 
photographers and videogra-
phers who make sure special 
moments are captured. The 
beautiful gardens and active 

fireplace in the lobby make 
perfect backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets 
the mood and atmosphere, so 
color-coordinate your event 
with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the stars 
with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright 
blue sky. Sirico’s has it all cov-
ered with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Sweet 16s
Busy moms can relax be-

cause Sirico’s party planner 
has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where 
the guest of honor can wait 
with friends before the intro-

ductions begin.
Tropical Bar: Say aloha to 

the place where teens enjoy 
drinks that include virgin pina 
coladas, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with 
fun food, customize designed 
to taste. Among the offerings: 
taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, 
there’s an ice cream sundae 
bar, candy tables, and Sirico’s 
famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from 
in-house designs and decora-
tions, tailored to teens. Bal-
loon center pieces are always 
a hit.

Other parties
Every special occasion calls 

for unique needs, and Siri-
co’s accommodates them all. 
Whether it’s an anniversary, 
retirement, Communion, Con-
firmation, corporate event, or 
other special occasion, Sirico’s 
is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that 
can accommodate up to 100, 
200, and 300 people. 

Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for 
all guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th 

Ave.between 80th and 81st 

streets in Dyker Heights, (718) 

331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 

Open Tuesdays through Sun-

days, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The fool that shot him: Josh Lehrer shows his portraits 
of actors from the Broadway show “Hamilton,” taken 
with an antique camera lens from the mid-1800s, as 
part of the Art in Dumbo First Thursday Gallery Walk 
happening all over the neighborhood on Oct. 5.
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ACTIVE KIDS
DO BETTER IN SCHOOL.

THE BENEFITS OF PHYSICAL
EDUCATION RING CLEAR AS 

A SCHOOL BELL.
But for too many students in New York City, 
effective physical education programs don’t
exist. The American Heart Association is 
working to ensure every student in our city has 
access to PE.

You can help make that happen.

Text PHYS ED to 46839

St. Joseph High School (SJHS) has been the heart 
and soul of Downtown Brooklyn since its founding in 
1904. While the neighborhood has gone through many 
transformations, SJHS has remained steadfast in ed-
ucating young women through a rigorous academic 
curriculum, rooted in Christian values. Following a 
rich and fulfilling high school educational experience, 
alumnae have continued their studies to be professional 
women in the arts, business, education, government, 
law, medicine and other professions, supported by a 
curriculum that meets the needs of diverse learners. 

At SJHS, each student is encouraged to ask mean-
ingful questions, challenge herself and her peers, and 
recognize and develop her gifts so that she is able to 
make a profound impact on the world. A strong com-
munity of learners, excellent teachers, small-size 
classes, state-of-the-art laboratories and a technology-
equipped building - including a new iPad 1:1 program 
- are all part of what makes this happen. In addition, 
the Career Access and Art Ready programs prepare 
students for the world through internships with lo-
cal businesses and institutions such as Kings County 
Court, The Brooklyn Historical Society. Recent part-
nerships with Black Girls Code, Mouse Technology, 
and NYU Tandon School of Engineering alongside our 
new Fab Lab provide students with hands-on active 
learning opportunities in the fields of Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM). 
SJHS has a well-qualified faculty and staff whose 

commitment promotes a 100-percent graduation rate. 
Acceptance and scholarship awards into Barnard, 
Fordham, Lehigh, NYU, St. Francis College, St. John’s 
University, St. Joseph College, St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Union and other prestigious colleges and universities 
is aided by guidance and college counselors. 

The SJHS Speech Team continues to earn finalist 
awards at competitions and ranks among the top five 
in the nation. Our STEP Team and school newspaper 
are among the top ranked in the Diocese of Brooklyn, 
and our JV and Varsity basketball teams won the 
CHSAA championships in their divisions. Many other 
co-curricular activities form our well-rounded stu-
dents, deeply enriching their educational experiences. 
Demonstrating an appreciation for the opportunities 
provided at SJHS, our students engage in service in 
and around the school’s neighborhood through orga-
nizations such as Glamour Gals, in which members 
visit residents of a Brooklyn elderly home providing 
manicures, makeovers and companionship. 

SJHS Board of Trustees is committed to keeping 
tuition affordable for families. The generosity of alum-
nae, friends and foundations sustains the school’s ef-
forts making SJHS the best investment for the dollar 
in New York City. 

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

St. Joseph High School 

complex, several churches, a 
livestock supply store, and a 
swanky steakhouse near the 
Boyer River where  a man who 
many claimed was the world’s 
oldest bartender worked until 
he retired at 103  — all of which 
make it a wonderful place to 

live, the mayor said.
“We’re just really fortunate 

to have the town we have,” he 
said. “It’s a pretty good com-
munity we live in.” 

Dunlap is home to just 
more than 1,000 people, 
while more than 10,000 re-
side in Brooklyn Heights, ac-
cording to 2010 census data. 
And it may have fewer in-
clines and less expensive real 
estate than its sister suburb, 

but one Heights resident said 
he’s not in a rush to trade city 
for country because the town 
only has one grocery store 
and it isn’t even within stroll-
ing distance.

“It’s flatter and has incred-
ibly cheap house prices, I’m 
sure. I suspect the availabil-
ity of sweet corn is much eas-
ier,” said longtime local An-
drew Porter. “I much prefer 
Brooklyn Heights. I can walk 

to Trader Joe’s.”
The Iowa town isn’t the 

only municipality to take 
naming inspiration from Kings 
County. In 1894, officials in 
the village of Lynbrook, in 
Nassau County, New York, 
chose its name by swapping 
the syllables in Brooklyn, to 
honor residents from the bor-
ough of Kings who moved to 
the burb around the turn of 
the century.

Continued from page 1

IOWA...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Some tenants of the bor-
ough’s largest public-housing 
complex who can wait years 
for dangerous leaks and infes-
tations in their units to be fixed 
said the only way to force re-
pairs is by withholding rent and 
taking the city to court.

Residents at the Red Hook 
Houses, which are owned by 
the New York City Housing 
Authority, said their requests 
to repair leaky ceilings and re-
move harmful mold go unad-
dressed for so long that they 
have no choice but to risk their 
financial security in order to get 
their problems resolved.

“The only time they do a few 
repairs is when I stop paying 
rent,” said Heidi Talavera, who 
lives on Columbia and Bush 
streets. “It makes my credit 
bad, but that’s the only way I 
can get their attention.”

Talavera, who lives with a 
daughter whom she says suffers 
from asthma, has demanded 
for three months that her bath-
room be cleansed of its black 
mold, which can cause respi-
ratory problems.

The mom said she filed 
a maintenance ticket in Au-
gust, prompting a visit from a 
woman who took pictures of the 
unit and told her she would be 
back the next day. But no one 
returned, she claimed, and the 
fungus is still growing while 
she and her daughter are forced 
to live among the spores.

The problem is so bad that 
Talavera said she stays at her 
mother’s house when possi-

Living in jeopardy
Red Hook Houses residents not paying 
rent, going to court to force the fi xes  

ble to avoid aggravating her 
youngster’s condition.

To get results, she has 
stopped paying rent at least 
three times. The move prompts 
an appearance at housing court, 
where she can argue her case 
before a judge, who orders the 
fixes after hearing about her 
living conditions.

But Talavera said she is sick 
of jumping through bureau-
cratic hoops just so she can live 
in a habitable apartment.

“It’s not how anyone should 
live,” she said. “They want their 
rent on time but they can’t make 
any repairs for me to live like 
a normal person.”

Another tenant has waited 
nearly half a year for someone 
to fix a leaky ceiling that water 
gushes through during storms, 
which she said results in flood-
ing, warped walls, and mildew 
from retained moisture.

She must mop up her hall-
way and bedroom each time it 
rains, which has taken a toll on 
the resident, who said she suf-
fers from epilepsy and that the 
stress of the situation caused 
three attacks this year.

“Every time it rains I have 
this flood,” said Carmen Torres, 
who lives on Columbia Street 
near West Ninth Street. “I just 
don’t want to be here.”

Torres filed a maintenance 
ticket in April after coming 
home to find inches of water 
in her apartment, but nothing 
was done, she said.

A judge ordered repairs fol-
lowing her August appearance 
in housing court and someone 
showed up to take photos of 
her unit that month, but never 
returned to execute the fixes, 
Torres said.

And now she doesn’t know 
what to do, saying she’d rather 

have the problem resolved than 
repeatedly have to deal with 
the courts.

“I don’t want to sue NY-
CHA, I just want to live hap-
pily in my apartment,” she said. 
“I want it to be fixed.”

A third tenant’s roof leaked 
for two years before a repair-
man came to fix it in 2016. 
But he put in corking to plug 
the holes, which she said 
has largely been ineffective. 
The fix holds up in rain, she 
said, but it doesn’t stop melt-
ing snow in the winter from 
seeping through, causing the 
paint to chip off her apartment’s 
walls. And she’s worried her 
10-month-old son and 7-year-
old daughter will get sick from 
the chemicals in the paint.

“I have little kids and I’m 
scared. I don’t want them to 
get any illnesses,” said Marie 
Santos, who lives on Columbia 
and West Ninth streets.

Santos has to take time off 
to wait for a repairman, who 
often just shows up to exam-
ine the problem, but does not 
actually fix it, she said. 

“It’s very frustrating, be-
cause it takes a lot of my time,” 
Santos said.

She is scheduled to return 
to court to appeal for a better 
repair, but said she’s feeling 
helpless and hopes the media or 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Red Hook) will help bring 
attention to her situation.

The housing authority be-
gan  to repair Red Hook Houses’ 
roofs  earlier this month, nearly 
five years after the superstorm 
Sandy decimated the neigh-
borhood.

The project is designed to 
solve many quality-of-life is-
sues within the apartment com-
plex, according to an agency 
spokeswoman, who claimed 
workers repaired the leaks 
in Santos’ and Torres’ units 
this month and that the land-
lord will work harder to bet-
ter serve its tenants.

Red Hook Houses tenant Carmen Torres said she 
has been waiting for leaks to be fixed since April.
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Come to Brooklyn Arts, 
Where Arts and Academics Take Center Stage

Brooklyn Arts is the Hub of FRESH NEW TALENT
in NYC, located in the heart of Brooklyn

next to the Barclay’s Center.

Brooklyn
Auditions

Wed. 11/15 at 4pm
Sat. 11/18 at 9am
Wed. 12/06 at 4pm
Sat. 12/09 at 9am

345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-855-2412  •  www.BrooklynArtsHS.nyc

B R O O K LY N  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  A R T S

Open House: Wed. 10/25 at 6pm

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Green Squash

¢¢5959lb.lb.

9/27 7AM -10/2 7PM
27 28 29 30 01 02SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

Iced Teas 33 55$$

forfor

K

SPECIAL!

Crushed Tomatoes
¢¢9999

K

22 55$$

forfor

ORGANIC

Carrots

Seedless Grapes
$$129129

lb.lb.

Red Peppers

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Mangoes

$$499499

88 199199$$
forfor

Corn Apples
¢¢7979lb.lb.

Tomatoes
On The Vine

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Black Plums
¢¢6969lb.lb.

Sugar

$$199199

K

Flour

$$199199

K

White Bread

¢¢9999
K PAREVE

Hummus

$$299299

K PAREVE

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

I 
remember my teenage 
years like they were, well, 
if not yesterday, certainly 

somewhat more recent than 
three decades ago.

I remember lying to my 
parents because I wanted to 
stay at a boy’s house after 
a party.

I remember drinking co-
pious amounts of punch 
made with Everclear, a.k.a. 
151-proof grain alcohol.

I remember throwing up on 
occasion from too much Ever-
clear or cheap keg beer or, 
once, Jagermeister. (Please, 
let’s not talk about the Jag-
ermeister).

I remember when I sat zon-
ing out on my friend’s couch 
after school senior year af-
ter smoking pot for the first 
time. 

I remember when friends 
started doing cocaine, and 

’shrooms, and acid, and I 
watched and asked questions 
and decided not to partake. 

Aaah, memories. 

Telling my kids about my mistakes

I share them only to say 
that I know firsthand some 
of the tricks of teenagers, and 
that I don’t forget. I vowed 
never to be that mom who 
gave her 18-year-old a sip of 
wine and imagined it was the 
kid’s first sip. It is possible, I 
suppose, and it’s fine if kids 
don’t want to drink, but I al-
ways knew I wanted a more 
genuine dialogue with my 
kids, one that took into ac-
count their own experiences, 
whatever they were.

Now that I have two teen-
age boys (gulp), I am putting 
my philosophy into action ev-
ery day in different ways. I 
have tried to impart to them 
that if they do try things, 
I want them to feel free to 
share without excess judg-
ment or shaming. Certainly, 
at the very least, I want them 
to be able to come to me if 
something should go awry. 
The best way to do that — 
for me — is to share the fact 
that I remember being an im-
perfect teenager, and show 
how much I understand that 
they’ll be imperfect too, and 
I’ll still adore them.

I have friends who wag 
their finger at me for my 
attitude, despite their own 
early and continued experi-
ence with substances. 

“I was stupid,” they might 
say. “I don’t want my kids do-
ing what I did…”

To this, I heartily agree. 
I don’t want my kids being 
as stupid as I was either. Of 
course, I want them to be 
smarter.

“Evolution,” I say to my 
boys whenever I’m wrong 

and they’re right. “It stands 
to reason that you’re smarter 
than I am.”

But preaching and judg-
ing, to me, doesn’t work. I 
can tell my children not to 
do things because I might 
have learned from my own 
very visceral experiences that 
they are “stupid,” but clearly 
they’re going to have to learn 
their own lessons, their own 
way. The more understand-
ing and empathetic I am, the 
more I might be able to help 
them sort through those les-
sons and come out better on 
the other side. 

This is where fearlessness 
comes into play. Sometimes, 
I think it would be easier not 
to be open and honest with my 
children, to look away and to 
assume that they aren’t doing 
anything “stupid.” The met-
aphor that comes to mind is 
seeing my younger one play-
ing with fire this summer, lit-
erally. He was starting a fire 
at our campsite, sure, but he 
got his face right down into 
it to blow on the flame in a 
way I thought he shouldn’t. 
I had to think about how to 
handle the way he played with 
the fire. It wasn’t really my 
choice of tactic, certainly. 
I knew he could get hurt, I 
even mentioned a couple of 
times that he might not want 
to do it that way, and yet I 
stood by and watched as he 
did it his way, and lived to 
tell the tale. 

I don’t want to look away 
from my kids, to imagine that 
they are following my orders 
of “what to do and what not 
to do” and call it a day. No. I 
want to be there in the wings, 
watching, listening, giving 
them love, and understanding 
— all too well — the mistakes 
they make. And I want to run 
to them with hugs and empa-
thy if they should do some-
thing “stupid.” 

Cause that’s when they’ll 
really need me the most.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the only way for-
ward.

The Department of Trans-
portation must downsize a 
two-way Dumbo street to one-
way because it is too narrow 
to handle all of the cars, mak-
ing it dangerous for cyclists 
and pedestrians to traverse, 
demands a resident’s petition 
to the city.

“It’s unsafe. What Dumbo 
has turned into, in terms of 
popularity and population, 
simply doesn’t support the 
two-way traffic,” said Jamel 
Talbi, whose  petition  to make 
Washington Street between 
York and Front streets one-
way contained 137 signatures 
by 6 pm on Sept. 27.

The local furthered his 
campaign to transform the 
once single-lane road back 
into a one-way street with a 
Sept. 14 presentation to Com-
munity Board 2’s Transporta-
tion Committee, arguing that 
it is nearly impossible for two 

DOWNSIZING IN DUMBO
Local petitions city to cut one lane from busy street

A Dumbo resident is petitioning the city to change this stretch of Washington 
Street back to one-way.
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large cars to pass one another 
after 6 pm, when parking on 
both sides of the street opens 
up. The stretch currently bans 
weekday parking from 8 am 
to 6 pm on one side but al-
lows all-day metered park-
ing on the other.

Talbi is worried about mo-

torists hitting neighborhood 
youngsters and other vehicles 
that stall on the street as their 
drivers wait for cars to pass 
by, he said.

“It’s a safety concern for 
a lot of us who have kids in 
the neighborhood,” the lo-
cal said.

The committee voted to 
recommend changing the 
section to one-way 8–0, with 
three abstentions.

The city made the block 
two-way in 2010, according 
to a Brownstoner  report . But 
Talbi charged that residents 
have flooded the surrounding 

area ever since, due to an in-
flux of new apartment build-
ings and the opening of nearby 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, caus-
ing increased congestion.

“When the traffic pat-
tern changed, I don’t think 
anybody anticipated just 
how many people would be 
coming in as tourists or how 
many people would live in 
the neighborhood, with all of 
the buildings that have come 
up,” he said.

Committee members 
agreed, sharing their own ex-
periences with overcrowding 
on the stretch.

“If you take a taxi and get 
out on Washington Street, you 
block traffic,” said Ciro Scala, 
a panel member. “What I think 
you’re asking for is a com-
mon sense approach to qual-
ity of life.”

If downsized, the street 
would likely cater to Down-
town-bound traffic, since its 
preceding blocks also run in 
that direction.

The issue next goes before 
the Department of Transporta-
tion, where experts will study 
solutions to ease traffic on the 
stretch. If the agency deter-
mines its return to one-way 
is viable, reps will return to 
the community board to pres-
ent their thoroughfare-con-
version plan for a vote.

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

They followed the foot-
steps of a fallen hero.

Hordes of do-gooders from 
the borough and beyond gath-
ered in Red Hook on Sept. 24 
to commemorate a local fire-
fighter who lost his life af-
ter running from Brooklyn to 
Manhattan to help victims of 
the 9-11 terrorist attack.

Participants of the 16th-
annual Tunnel to Towers 5k 
run and walk honored first 
responders to the tragedy 
including the late Stephen 
Siller, a firefighter from Park 
Slope who dashed through 
the Brooklyn–Battery Tun-
nel wearing 60 pounds of gear 
in order to reach the falling 
Twin Towers, where he died 
that day. More than 30,000 
people hit the streets to fol-
low Siller’s route at this year’s 

Running to remember
Thousands honor late 9-11 fi refi ghter at annual 5k run

fund-raiser, which drew at-
tendees — including firemen 
and women — from across the 
globe, organizers said.

“There were runners from 
Indonesia, Sweden, Croatia, 
and Israel, and firefighters 
from the U.K. and Australia 
that ran in full gear, the same 
way Stephen did,” said Cathe-
rine Christman, Siller’s cousin 
and a member of the Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation, which 
aids first responders as well 
as military members.

Attendees mingled at a 
post-race block party follow-
ing their trek, with live mu-
sic, food, and games. The day 
was a fitting tribute to Siller, 
according to Christman, who 
said each year’s event allows 
her and other family members 
to celebrate their fallen rela-
tive with the community he 
died serving.

“We put our heads together 
to come up with a fitting trib-
ute for a man who was full of 
energy, loved to laugh, and 
committed to doing good in 
this world,” she said. “This 
event captured that spirit.”

Some firefighters ran in uniform to honor Stephen Siller, who sprinted through 
the Brooklyn–Battery Tunnel in full gear on 9-11 in order to get to the falling 
Twin Towers.
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†

NOW $45499

SAVE $195
FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

off  our low price of $649.99
+ AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF

with any Sleepy’s 
mattress purchase
(A $29.99 Value)

FREE***

COMFORT CLOUD

PILLOW

Introducing

MF52_NYC_ROP_9.29_BKN_COMMUNITY

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

Bringing together the best beds for every body and every budget.

TOP NAME BRAND
MATTRESSES ON SALE
+ AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF†

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED
See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 9/27/17-10/3/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying 
purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that 
would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded 
up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. †Save an additional 10% off  select name brand mattresses. Savings applied to listed sale price. Savings vary 
by mattress and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er valid 9/27/17-10/3/17. See store for complete details. **Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 9/27/17-10/3/17. ***Free Pillow Off er: Receive a free Comfort Cloud pillow with any Sleepy’s 
brand mattress purchase, a $29.99 value. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit towards purchase. Limited quantities available, off er valid 9/27/17-10/3/17. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$560. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, 
but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 9/27/17-10/3/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

THE LEADING MEMORY FOAM HAS MET ITS MATCH.
Two out of three people choose the Dream Bed Lux. This means two out of three people 

get a great night’s sleep while paying $1,000 less than other leading memory foam.

FREE DELIVERY**


