
INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2017 AWP/18 pages • Vol. 40, No. 41 • October 13–19, 2017 • FREEServing Brownstone Brooklyn, Sunset Park, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

Your World  — Your News

This Week’s Special Edition Newspaper 
in Recognition of National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is Sponsored by

WHY WE’RE 

PINK 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This bird met a fowl end.
A swan found hopelessly entangled 

in fishing line with an illegal barbed 
hook on Sept. 27 in Prospect Park Lake 
died not long after a wildlife advocate 
rescued it on Oct. 3 with 
the help of a park worker, 
according to the animal-
lover who attempted to 
save the creature.

“The swan was res-
cued, but did not make 
it,” said Mary Beth Purdy 
Artz.

Artz announced the 
wounded waterfowl’s 
plight in a Sept. 30  Fa-
cebook post  that included 
a video showing the hap-
less bird’s leg completely immobilized 
by the barb. But the post was deleted 
after this article first appeared online 
on Oct. 4.

The injury forced the creature to 
avoid land and seek deeper waters be-
cause it couldn’t stand, making rescue 
attempts difficult, according to the ad-
vocate, who blasted the Department of 
Parks and Recreation on social media 
for being slow to arrange a boat-led at-
tempt to recover the swan.

“If you can believe this, we have to 
get permission to get a boat,” Artz wrote 

IT’S BYE, BYE BIRDIE
Injured swan just latest casualty of dangerous Prospect Park Lake

on Oct. 1. “Parks Department won’t let 
‘civilians’ do anything. It is incredibly 
frustrating.”

And with no help on the horizon 
by the end of that day, her frustration 
boiled over.

“I’m sick of the park,” Artz wrote. 
“They don’t give a s---. 
This is an annoyance to 
them.”

But on Oct. 3, an em-
ployee of the Prospect 
Park Alliance — the 
private group that over-
sees the meadow in con-
junction with the city — 
joined the advocate’s 
rescue mission, and the 
pair managed to pluck 
the poor swan from the 
lake, according to Esther 

Cho, Artz’s friend and a  Reiki practi-
tioner  who volunteers at a  Kensington 
animal rescue .

Unfortunately, the waterfowl per-
ished shortly after being rescued due 
to its days-long plight, and Artz said a 
necropsy is underway in order to deter-
mine its exact cause of death.

The swan is not the first bird to suf-
fer such a tragic fate, according to Artz, 
who said a seagull drowned in the lake 
last winter after getting hooked by an an-
gler’s discarded lure, and that she found 
a dead nesting robin entangled in fish-

ing line in a tree last spring.
And it isn’t even the first park swan 

to be aided by the advocate, who said 
she managed to save a cygnet two years 
ago after it swallowed some line and be-
came separated from its family.

“Rescuing entangled and hooked wild-
life has become routine,” she said.

A parks department spokeswoman 
expressed condolences for the deceased 
bird on the agency’s behalf, and urged 
men and women who fish in the green 
space to clean up after themselves.

“This is an extremely unfortunate 
situation and serves as a reminder to 
New Yorkers to fish responsibly,” said 
Maeri Ferguson. “Catch-and-release 
fishing is permitted in Prospect Park, 
but park-goers are asked to use barb-
less hooks and to never leave fishing 
line or hooks behind.”

The agency installed 12 line-and-
tackle receptacles around the lake for 
anglers to discard their supplies in, but 
lines do still end up in the water, ac-
cording to a Prospect Park Alliance 
spokeswoman.

Artz acknowledged that most fish-
ers do pick up after themselves, but 
claimed the sport is poorly monitored 
in the meadow and that some anglers 
still use illegal barbs with little fear of 
repercussion.

“I and many others believe that if fish-

Meadows of 

SHAME

Wildlife advocate Mary Beth 
Purdy Artz rescued a swan like 
this one ensnared in fishing line 
and an illegal hooked barb from 
Prospect Park Lake on Oct. 3, 
only for it to perish later.

Park lovers
Avid park users (when they’re not spying on “The Americans”) 
Matthew Rhys and Keri Russell showed their support at the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Conservancy’s black-tie gala on Oct. 5. Read more 
about the star-studded event on page 8.
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See LAKE  on page 16

O
ctober is Breast Cancer Awareness Month; a time for us 
all to redouble our efforts to eradicate the second-lead-
ing killer of women in America.

NYC Community Media and Community News Group’s 
annual “Pink Paper” is dedicated to our local resources, research-

ers, support teams, and survivors — because we share the strug-
gle, and are mindful of the sobering statistics and excruciat-

ing toll of this deadly disease:
• Approximately 40,610 women and 440 men will 

die from breast cancer before the year’s end, es-
timates the American Cancer Society.

• One in eight American women will be di-
agnosed with the disease in her lifetime.

• Every two minutes, an American woman 
is diagnosed with breast cancer.
• Every 13 minutes, a woman dies of breast 

cancer in our country.
• About 85 percent of cases occur in women with 

no family history of breast cancer.
Like most people, we have had friends and family battle can-

cer. Anyone who has watched the impact of this terrible disease on suf-
ferers and their loved ones understands the urgency for a cure.

The good news is, progress is being made. Lisa Malwitz, our first 

woman profiled in 2014, just celebrated her five-year anniversary of 
being cancer-free.

More good news:
• There are over 2.8 million breast-cancer survivors in the United 

States today.
• The five-year relative survival rate for female invasive breast can-

cer patients has jumped from 75 percent in the mid-1970s to 90 per-
cent today.

These strides can be attributed in no small measure to ordinary people 
who rise to the extraordinary occasion, demonstrating time and again the 
incredible strength and power of unity when affliction strikes.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month is an opportunity for our newspa-
pers to share the stories of how local communities come together to 
battle breast cancer, and herald those suffering for the spirit needed to 
fight this disease during their difficult journey to good health.

We hope you enjoy our “Pink Paper” edition and its inspirational 
stories. If you are looking for additional details about breast cancer, 
opportunities to volunteer, or resources for someone fighting the dis-
ease, please reach out to the American Cancer Society at cancer.org/
about-us/local/new-york.html. Jennifer Goodstein

President and Publisher, 
Community News Group
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Partners 
in the 
fight 
against 
breast 
cancer.

MKT 16.190

MORE THAN MAMMOGRAMS

Women between 50 and 74 
should get regular mammograms.

But there’s more you can do to 
reduce your risk of breast cancer.

Stop smoking + Limit alcohol + Be physically active + Watch your weight
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By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

Bellevue Hospital Cen-
ter’s workforce of experts are 
steering the earliest institu-
tion of NYC Health + Hospi-
tals — America’s largest pub-
lic health care system — to 
new heights.

The hospital’s chief of 
breast surgery, recognized 
by  Caribbean Today maga-
zine as one of the “10 Top Ca-
ribbean Born Doctors In The 
U.S. You Should Know,” is 
committed to caring for breast 
cancer patients and going to 
great lengths to combat the 
disease.

“The patient can be assured 
that he or she is receiving the 
highest level of care by a ded-
icated team of doctors, nurses, 
and support staff,” said Dr. 
Kathie-Ann Joseph, an asso-
ciate professor of surgery at 
NYU Langone Medical Cen-
ter, who initiated programs 
in areas where cancer rates 
are high and screening rates 
are low by creating services 
such as a community tumor 

board allowing clinical staff 
throughout the health system 
to present and discuss inter-
esting, difficult, or unusual 
cases.

Best in breast care
Bellevue was awarded 

the American College 
of Surgeons breast 
care services Cen-
ter of Excellence ac-
creditation in 2014, 
the highest form of 
clinical and quality 
care recognition for 
breast cancer centers 
in the country, be-
cause of its highly 
skilled breast team 
dedicated to provid-
ing quality, customized 
care.

“We have patient naviga-
tors that speak several lan-
guages, and survivors that 
help our patients get through 
what can be a very scary and 
stressful situation,” said Dr. 
Joseph. “We do what we can 
to make the process easier for 
our patients.”

Multi-disciplinary 
The hospital is also a leader 

in repairing the space left in 
the body after the cancer has 
been removed.

“We are the only Health + 
Hospitals hospital that offers 

microvascular-free flap re-
construction,” says Dr. 

Joseph, who strives to 
provide patients with 
the best options — 
sometimes against 

all odds.
A patient who was 
diagnosed with re-

current breast 
cancer needed 
a mastectomy, 

but she was too 
thin for a tissue-based recon-
struction of the breast mound 
and did not want an implant, 
the physician said. 

“Rather than just telling 
her she was out of options, 
our plastic surgeons put their 
heads together, spoke with other 
colleagues, and tried a new pro-
cedure called a breast-sharing 
procedure, transferring a por-
tion of her unaffected breast to 

create a new breast,” she said. 
“The woman was thrilled and 
she is doing well.” 

The hospital’s full range 
of multidisciplinary care in-
cludes:

• Neoadjuvant therapy (che-
motherapy prior to surgery) for 
locally advanced breast can-
cer.

• Genetic counseling, nutri-
tion, and psychological sup-
port, and services such as mas-
sage, legal aid, and financial 
services.

• Nipple-sparing mastec-
tomy and tissue-based re-
construction. 

• Survivorship clinics.

Health plan cares
MetroPlus Health Plan 

— NYC Health + Hospitals’ 
health services plan — at-
tempts to defray the tribula-
tions and minimize the trauma 
of breast cancer with a large 
selection of affordable plans, 
with premiums as low as $0 
to $20 per month and screen-
ings free-of-charge.

“For most of our MetroPlus 

members, the majority of 
breast cancer care will be cov-
ered by MetroPlus, though a 
few members may have co-
pays, depending upon their 
type of insurance plan,” said 
Dr. Kathie T. Rones, the dep-
uty chief medical officer and 
a breast cancer survivor. 

MetroPlus’ long history of 
supporting breast health in-
cludes sponsoring and walk-
ing in Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer.

“Many of our staff, includ-
ing myself, have walked to 
raise awareness and funds for 
this important cause,” said Dr. 
Rones. “As a doctor, and a 20-
year breast cancer survivor 
myself, I realize how criti-
cal screening and early de-
tection are.”

Gotham has long been a 
trailblazer in health care, with 
a system that pre-dates our 
nation.

Bellevue Hospital Center 
started as a humble, six-bed 
infirmary in 1736, 40 years be-
fore the colonials declared in-
dependence from the British.  

A multidisciplinary team of experts 
is fighting breast cancer at the Center 
for Cancer Care and Blood Disorders 
at Woodhull Medical Center, using the 
latest treatments and providing refer-
rals to programs from the American 
Cancer Society.

State-of-the-art care, diagnostic, 
and screening services include:

• Breast surgery, breast oncology, 
and radiation oncology.

• Genetic counseling, palliative care, 

and nursing care.
• Nutrition, social work, 

patient navigation, and an 
Infusion Center.

• Mammograms, needle 
localization, and stereotac-
tic biopsies.

• Breast ultrasound, 
breast biopsies, and 
nuclear medicine.

• MRI, bone den-
sity scans, X-ray im-

aging, and Positron Emission Tomog-
raphy (PET scan). 

Woodhull also holds weekly Tu-
mor Board Discussions of all cancer 
cases in the hospital, assuring that all 
sub-specialty physician input and rec-
ommendations are properly executed 

according to the National Cancer 
Guidelines, said Dr. Tutu Aung-
Hillman.

Woodhull’s collaboration with 
New York University is critical, 
said the attending physician.

“We are able to provide work-
shops on breast cancer detection 
and the latest treatment options 

for the disease,” said Dr. Behzad 
Doratotaj. 
 — Leah Lu

Bellevue Hospital Center is a leader in breast health care, offering customized 
treatment and multidisciplinary services for breast-cancer patients. 

STAYING HEALTHY

Breast health services at 
Woodhull Medical Center

Bellevue is committed to making breast health resources accessible

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Its original location  sits on the 
site of present-day City Hall 
as the nation’s oldest continu-
ously operating hospital.

And the NYC Health + Hos-

pital’s impact has remained 
far-reaching, now providing 
essential services to 1.2 mil-
lion New Yorkers in more than 
70 locations across the five 

boroughs. 
Bellevue Hospital Center 

[462 First Ave., off E. 27th 
Street in Kips Bay, Manhat-
tan, (212) 562–5680]. 

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

They’re making strides to-
wards a world without breast 
cancer.

Participants in the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s annual 
breast-cancer walk will take 
Coney Island on Oct. 15, con-
tinuing the 15-year tradition 
of uniting survivors and sup-
porters.

The inauguration of the 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer charity event at the 
Coney Island Boardwalk is a 
testament to the community’s 
care for the cause, according 
to a spokeswoman.

“Brooklyn comes out in 
full force for the fight to end 
breast cancer,” said Ashley 
Engelman, director of com-
munications for the American 
Cancer Society. “The switch 
to Coney Island was due to the 
best problem possible: We out-
grew the old location.”

The non-competitive event 
aims to raise awareness as well 
as funds for breast-cancer pre-
vention, cancer research, and 
patient services. Fifty-thou-
sand Brooklyn walkers raised 
nearly $800,000 at last year’s 
event, all of which went to-
wards putting services in place 
for breast-cancer patients.

Walking with a purpose
15th-annual breast-cancer walk arrives in Coney Island
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The funds also allowed 
American Cancer Society 
honchos to open a new loca-
tion on Fifth Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights, where anyone 
affected by cancer can find 
free information, support, 
wigs, and more. But the walk 
is more than just a fund-raiser, 
Engelman said.

“It’s a celebratory, fam-

ily-friendly event, where tens 
of thousands of people from 
all over Brooklyn are able to 
unite to celebrate breast can-
cer survivors and learn about 
the support that’s available in 
our own backyard,” she said. 
“You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll 
make friends, find support, 
hug, dance, and, of course, 
walk!”

The Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk 
is open to anyone and every-
one, and registration is online 
at MakingStridesWalk.org.

Making Strides Brooklyn, 
Sunday, Oct. 15 at MCU Park 
(1904 Surf Avenue between 
W. 17th and W. 19th streets). 
Registration from 8:30 am; 
walk starts at 10 am.

From left, Ispat Jahan, Nazmun Nahar, Jannat Begum, Roshan Akther, and 
Nabila Jahan donned pink hijabs at last year’s Making Strides breast-cancer 
walk in Prospect Park. 
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Breast-cancer support ser-
vices in our backyard are a 
phone call or cyber click 
away:

American Cancer 
Society – Look Good 
Feel Better

Look Good Feel Better 
is a free, two-hour work-
shop for women undergo-
ing cancer treatment.

Volunteer cosmetologists 
teach free beauty techniques 
to cancer patients in order 
to improve their self-im-
age, appearance, and qual-
ity of life.

The program is available 
in Brooklyn at:

• Coney Island Hospital
• SUNY Downstate Med-

ical Center
• Kings County Hospi-

tal Center
• Maimonides Medical 

Center – Maimonides Can-
cer Center

• New York Methodist 
Hospital

• Woodhull Medical 
Center – New York City 
Health and Hospitals Cor-
poration

• Hematology Oncology 
Associates of Brooklyn

• NYU Lutheran Medical 

Cancer support in our backyard
Services including online forums and wig 
providers help patients right here in Bklyn

Center-NYU Lutheran Fam-
ily Health Centers

For more information, 
schedules, and to register, 
call the American Cancer 
Society at (800) 395–LOOK 
(5665).

Online support
Cancer Survivors Net-

work ( www.csn.cancer.org ) 
is an online community by 
and for people with cancer and 
their families. Find and con-
nect with others through mem-

ber search, discussion boards, 
chat rooms, and private net-
work e-mail. Create your own 
personal space to tell others 
about yourself, share pho-
tos and audio, start an on-
line journal (blog), contrib-
ute resources, and more.

 I Can Cope Online  (www.
cancer.org) is a quick, easy 
way to learn important facts 
and practical tips about can-
cer and related issues. There 
is never any charge to partic-
ipate, and you set the pace, 
whenever and wherever is 
most convenient for you.

MyLifeLine.org ( www.
mylifeline.org ) allows cancer 
patients and caregivers to con-
nect with family and friends, 
allowing them to share their 
cancer journey, get support, 
and focus on healing. When 
you set up a free webpage, 
you can share updates and 
photos with selected fam-
ily and friends in one secure 
place; get the help you need 
by organizing meals, rides to 
treatment, and more through 
the Helping Calendar; feel em-
powered by messages of love 
and support from friends and 
family; and review and share 
cancer resources vetted by ex-
perts. These free personalized 
webpages will help empower 

your family and friends to be 
a stronger support commu-
nity for you.

Wig support 
program

Provides free wigs for 
women (aged 18-plus), who 
are in financial need and suf-
fering hair loss due to cancer 
treatment. Synthetic and hu-
man-hair wigs are offered, but 
items may vary depending on 
availability. 

The program meets ev-
ery Tuesday from 11 am–2 
pm in the Cancer Resource 
Center. Appointments must 
be scheduled.

The Brooklyn Hospital 
Center, Cancer Communi-
cations Department [121 
DeKalb Ave. near Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
250–8926].

Monthly support 
groups

• BrooklynSHARE meets 
at Kings Bay YM-YWHA 
[3495 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues V and U in Sheep-
shead Bay, (844) 275–7427] 
Mondays, 7:30–9 pm.

• BrooklynSHARE meets 
at Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. between New York and 
Brooklyn avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (844) 275–7427] 
in the first-floor multipurpose 
room, Tuesdays, 3:30–5 pm. 
 — Leah Lu

Online programs includ-
ing the Cancer Survivors 
Network create a com-
munity for those who 
have survived battles 
with the disease.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

NYU LANGONE COBBLE HILL EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT IS OFFERING FREE FLU SHOTS, SATURDAY 

AND SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 AND 15, 10 AM – 3 PM.
And while you’re here, ask for blood pressure, 

cholesterol, and diabetes screenings. They’re free, too.

83 Amity Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(Emergency Department entrance at the corner of Hicks and Amity Streets)

Flu shots and screenings are available to adults 18 and older.

FREE FLU SHOTS
(TRY SAYING THAT FIVE TIMES FAST)

429093-02_NYU1875_BrooklynPaper_2017_P4C.indd   1 10/6/17   10:40 AM

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Authorities arrested a lout 
who allegedly groped a man 
then stabbed him with scis-
sors on a Flatbush-bound 4 
train on Oct. 6.

The victim told police he 
was riding the underground 
bullet at 4:14 pm when the sus-
pect grabbed his butt. 

He turned around and 
confronted him and the man 
took out a pair of scissors and 
stabbed him in the left side 
of the head, right thumb, and 
left hand between his fingers, 
cops said. Police later caught 
the suspect on Flatbush Av-
enue near Fulton Street, and 
cuffed him.

Sour note
Some sneak broke into a 

Washington Avenue apart-
ment while its resident was 
sleeping on Oct. 8 and stole 
her guitar.

The tenant was asleep in 
the bedroom of her abode 
near Willoughby Avenue at 
2:10 am when she was awak-
ened by a loud noise coming 
from the living room, cops said. 
Upon investigating, the woman 
discovered her rear window 
was open and its screen was 
removed, and that her Yamaha 
acoustic guitar was taken, au-
thorities said. 

At bat 
Police are searching for a 

Man grabbed, then stabbed, on train

bruiser who bashed a man in 
the head with a bat on Clif-
ton Place on Oct. 2.

The 52-year-old victim 
was strolling by Classon 
Avenue at 3:20 pm when 
the brute struck his noggin 
with a bat from behind, cut-
ting the left side of his fore-
head, police said.

Teens busted
Cops cuffed two teen-

agers who allegedly stole a 
man’s cash on Myrtle Ave-
nue on Oct. 4.

The victim was near St. 
Edwards Street at 4 pm when 
the duo approached him, de-
manded he hand over his 
money, and took it, accord-
ing to a report.

Gunned
Authorities cuffed a man 

who allegedly shot a guy five 
times on Carlton Avenue on 
Oct. 3.

The suspect fired five bul-
lets into the victim’s back near 
Atlantic Avenue at 6:40 pm, 
police said. 

The victim was taken to 
the hospital, where he was ex-
pected to survive, cops said.
 — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Subway sneak
Cops are searching for a 

cur who punched a woman in 
the face and stole her purse on 
Smith Street on Oct. 9.

The 38-year-old victim told 
police she was walking to the 
Carroll Street subway station 
near President Street at around 
10:45 am when the brute fol-
lowed close behind her and 
then tried to grab her hand-
bag from her shoulder. The 
fiend then punched the woman 
in the face and pushed her to 
the ground before stealing the 
bag with her cellphone, wallet, 
eyeglasses, sunglasses, and 
headphones inside, all worth  
more than $1,600 in total, au-
thorities said.

Locked out
Some bozo tried to break 

into a Reed Street restaurant 
on Oct. 8, police said.

The goon used a crowbar 
to try to break into the eat-
ery between Conover and 
Van Brunt streets at around 
5 am, according to a report. 

The creep damaged the front 
door and an automated-teller 
machine, cops said. 

Wheel steal
Cops cuffed a teen who 

swiped a man’s bike from a rack 
on Smith Street on Oct. 5.

The 19-year-old snagged the 
victim’s pricey bicycle from the 
spot where it was parked be-
tween First and Second places, 
but police spotted him riding 
the wrong way down a one-way 
street shortly afterward, and 
stopped him at around 10 pm, 
according to a report.

Nasty trio
A trio of baddies punched 

a guy in the face and stole his 
cash on W. Ninth Street on 
Oct. 8, police said. 

The 49-year-old victim told 
police he was near Columbia 
and Hicks streets at around 1:20 
am when the three punks struck 
him with closed fists  and stole 
$80 in cash, authorities said. 

Unhappy meal 
Police are looking for 

a 27-year-old woman who 
punched another 44-year-old 
woman in the face at a Mc-
Donald’s Restaurant on Ham-
ilton Avenue on Oct. 7.

The suspect struck the vic-
tim in the cheek, scratching 
her nose and chin in the eatery 
near Centre Street at around 
12:45 am, cops said.

— Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Phone plunder
Some weasel snatched a 

woman’s iPhone from her 
hand as she was walking 
out of York Street station on 
Oct. 5. 

The lady had just gotten off 
the F train and was strolling 
home by Pearl Street at 11:35 
pm when the jerk grabbed her 
phone and fled, cops said. 

Missing sound 
Authorities are searching 

for a thief who lifted four 
professional-quality micro-
phones from a Pearl Street stu-
dio overnight on Oct. 7.

The owner of the space 
near Front Street told police 
he locked it up at 3 pm on 
Oct. 6 and went home. He re-
turned the next day at noon 
and found that his $400 EV 
microphone, $100 Shure mi-
crophone, and two pricey Mc-
Cormick microphones were 
stolen, cops said. 

A train attack 
Cops are hunting for a man 

who attacked a woman after 
he unsuccessfully tried to rob 
her on a Manhattan-bound A 
train on Oct. 3. 

The lady boarded the blue 
bullet by Willoughby Street at 
6 pm and the creep approached 
her from behind, attempting to 
steal her purse, she told cops. 
He was unable to remove the 
bag and punched her in the 
right shoulder before trying 
to steal her watch from her 
left wrist, but was again un-
successful and fled, accord-
ing to a report.

Tea toss
A punk threw a glass iced-

tea bottle at a worker’s head 
after the pair got into an ar-
gument in a Livingston Street 
pizza place on Oct. 6. 

The victim told police the 
nogoodnik entered the estab-
lishment by Hoyt Street at 9:10 
pm, took a glass Snapple bottle, 
and started arguing with him. 
The lout then paid for the drink 
and proceeded to hurl the it at 
the worker’s noggin, cutting it, 
according to a report. 

Blush bandit
Police arrested a woman 

who allegedly tried to steal 
$1,219 of makeup from a 
Joralemon Street store on 
Oct. 7.

An employee of the shop 
near Court Street saw the lady 

trying to put the items in her 
bag at 6:55 pm before attempt-
ing to leave without paying 
for them, authorities said. 
 — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Keyed
Some jerk keyed a man’s 

car that was parked on Eighth 
Avenue on Sept. 9.

The victim told police he 
left his car near President 
Street at 3 pm, and returned 
later to find that a passenger 
door of his ride was damaged 
with a costly scratch.

Pajama smarty
A thief looted a parcel 

containing a man’s pajama 
set and toilet paper from in-
side a 10th-Street building on 
Sept. 27.

The victim told police that 
he came home to his building 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 5:45 pm, and found his 
delivery had been ripped open 
and its contents stolen.

Golden haul
A shoplifter nabbed two 

gold-colored smartphones 
from a Flatbush Avenue cell 
store on Sept. 24.

An employee told police 
that the crook waltzed into 
the shop between Park and 
Prospect places at 4:40 pm, 
and grabbed the pricey de-
vices before fleeing.

On his meds
Cops busted a 29-year-

old man for allegedly nab-
bing more than $140 worth 
of Theraflu and a gift  bag 
from an Atlantic Avenue gro-
cery store on Sept. 26.

An employee told police he 
spotted the suspect inside the 
supermarket near Fort Greene 
Place at noon, and watched as 
he grabbed 18 packs of the flu-
fighting product, along with the 
$5 bag, before breezing past the 
cash register without paying.

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Jewel thief
A bandit stole more than 

$5,750 worth of jewelry and 
cash from a woman’s jewelry 
box, kitchen, and bedroom at 
her 79th-Street home some-
time between Oct. 6 and 7, 
police said.

The woman reported the 
theft from her home between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues after 
5:30 pm on Oct. 7. The crook 
took three gold chains, three 
rings, a Michael Kors watch, 
a pair of diamond earrings, 
and cash, cops said.

Missing ride
A punk stole a man’s 1989 

Honda Civic from its Sixth-
Avenue parking spot some-
time between Oct. 1 and 3.

The car owner reported the 
theft of the vehicle, which was 
taken from its spot between 
83rd and 84th streets, just af-
ter 11 pm on Oct. 4. The man 
said he only has one set of keys 
for the car, and police are re-
viewing surveillance footage 
from area cameras. 

Grabbed bag
A crook stole a man’s book 

bag containing more than 
$2,300 worth of items from 
inside a 2017 Lexus sedan 
parked on Bay Ridge Park-
way sometime between Oct. 
3 and 4, police said.

The man said his brother 
parked the ride near 11th Ave-
nue at around 3 pm on Oct. 3, 
and that when he went to the 
car at around 6:30 am the next 
morning, his bag was gone 
— along with $100 cash, a 
Louis-Vuitton wallet, an Ap-
ple MacBook, and six credit 
cards inside. The man said 
the car key was in the vehi-
cle and the doors were un-
locked. Cops are reviewing 
cameras in the area. 

— Julianne McShane
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A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identified to permanently 
eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped millions of 
women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone imbalance. 
Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance and how to eliminate 
these problems is the essential information program for all women. 

Most Insurance plans accepted.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC
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PIER 86, WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE
intrepidmuseum.org

OCTOBER ON INTREPID

WELCOME TO THE FUTURE
October 18, 7:30pm
Experts discuss new technologies that 
will challenge every facet of society and 
inspire new ways of thinking. 
Wine and beer available for purchase. Buy 
tickets online. $15 general / $12 members.

FAMILY ASTRONOMY NIGHT
October 20, 7:30pm
Hear from NASA’s Noah Petro about Apollo 
17’s exploration of the moon, and stargaze 
with telescopes on the flight deck. 
Free. Admission is first come, first served.

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS

HALLOWEEN-THEMED OPERATION SLUMBER
October 28
Spend a night aboard Intrepid! Get 
exclusive access to the ship and Space 
Shuttle Pavilion, and sleep among the 
aircraft, just like enlisted sailors once did. 
Reserve your spot today. Email
groupsales@intrepidmuseum.org or call 
646-381-5010.

MEMBERS-ONLY 
HALLOWEEN FILM SCREENING
October 28
Watch Toy Story of Terror and Hocus Pocus— 
a double feature that will get you into the 
Halloween spirit. Between films, hear a talk 
by a Museum educator about the “magic” 
of science.
To learn more or become a member, visit
intrepidmuseum.org/membership or call 
646-381-5030.

VISIT THE INTREPID SEA, AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

TO DISCOVER A LEGENDARY AIRCRAFT CARRIER, 

THE SPACE SHUTTLE ENTERPRISE, THE WORLD’S

FASTEST JETS AND A GUIDED-MISSILE

SUBMARINE. AND DON’T MISS THE SPECIAL

EXHIBITION DRONES: IS THE SKY THE LIMIT?  

FREE WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION.

IMAGINATION 
TAKES FLIGHT
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9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209
MAIN: 718.833.7616   

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

BAY RIDGE SKIN & CANCER DERMATOLOGY, P.C.
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C
JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Our Doctors are well versed in the 
latest Medical Treatments including 
Mohs Micrographic Surgery, Narrow 
Band UVB, Biologic Therapy

Botox & Facial Fillers 

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion, Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy (Vein Treatment) 

COSMETIC PROCEDURES:

“Join us every Tuesday for Cosmetic Dermatology”

A C N E   E C Z E M A   W A R T S

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

Quincy Senior Center

625 Quincy Street
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, October 16th

12:00PM to 6:00PM

331 Hawthorne Street
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, October 16th

12:00PM to 1:00PM

St. Gabriel’s Senior Center DWRC Adult Daycare

1047 Surf Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

Thursday, October 19th

11:00AM to 4:00PM

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM

After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This cool kid isn’t getting 
the warmest welcome.

The new Williamsburg out-
post of a skate shop with a mas-
sive cult following will draw 
throngs of people in search of 
the brand’s exclusive merchan-
dise to area streets, said some 
worried locals, who described 
the opening-day crowd outside 
the store on the morning of Oct. 
5 as similar to the rowdy groups 
that pack the nabe’s main drag 
during prime time.

“It was something you’d see 
on Bedford Avenue on a Fri-
day night, but was happening 
at 9 am,” said Jumi Cha, who 
lives a few blocks away from 
the Supreme store on Grand 
Street between Bedford Ave-
nue and Berry Street.

The brand is known for its 
limited-edition clothing and ac-
cessories, which are released 
on a near-weekly basis every 
Thursday and attract masses 
of people hoping to grab the 
goods. By 10:30 am, approx-
imately 20 security guards 
were stationed on the streets 
surrounding the store and at 
a check-in point on S. Sec-
ond Street near Wythe Ave-
nue, where people who were 
chosen to attend the opening 
via a lottery arrived to receive 
further instructions before en-
tering the line to get in.

The queue outside of the ac-
tual store spanned less than 
a block, but the scene at the 
check-in point was much dif-
ferent. Approximately a hun-
dred people stood inside bar-

‘Supreme’ congestion
Locals worry shop’s W’burg outpost will bring crowds

Barricades contained the masses that lined up to enter the new Williamsburg 
outpost of Supreme, a skate shop that opened on Oct. 5.

ricades set up around it, and 
kids perched on nearby residen-
tial stoops to catch a glimpse 
of the action.

Supreme’s owners put a 
special plan together specif-
ically to mitigate the effects 
that the opening-day crowd 
would have on sidewalk traf-
fic, positioning the swag secu-
rity guards outside the store to 
keep fans from clogging the 
streets and re-selling the mer-
chandise — a popular pastime 
that was banned within a mile 
of the shop, according to an at-
tendee who received a copy of 
rules that were distributed be-
fore the opening.

And there were so many 
guards on site that some pass-
ersby said the scene recalled 
the arrival of a presence far 
greater than a skate shop.

“It’s crazy, it looks like the 
president is coming or some-

thing,” said Haneef Shaik, a 
Chicago resident vacationing 
in Brooklyn. “It’s like some 
CIA, FBI s---.”

But the heavy security was 
only in place for the grand 
opening, according to one 
guard, and it is unclear how 
crowds will be managed on 
future Thursdays.

Supreme recently started us-
ing a lottery system to keep or-
der outside its  Manhattan store  
after the groups that regularly 
gather there turned chaotic, ac-
cording to another opening-day 
attendee, who said the ruckus 
deterred some patrons from 
trying their luck.

“The lines were always 
madness and kind of shady,” 
the fan said.

The new shop occupies 
the former home of the Kool-
man ice-cream truck garage, 
where drivers used to set up 

tables for people to hang out 
and eat frosty treats. But Su-
preme won’t foster the same 
sort of unity in the commu-
nity because it will likely only 
attract transient visitors, said 
Cha, the local.

“You could definitely tell 
[Koolman] was integrated with 
the neighborhood,” she said. 
“Now the exact opposite is hap-
pening — people outside the 
neighborhood come in for a 
few hours, then leave.”

The resident admitted Su-
preme is better than other ten-
ants that could have moved in, 
but said the store is still just an-
other way that people are cash-
ing in on the trendy nabe.

“It has some semblance of 
culture to it, but it’s also gross 
consumerism,” Cha said.

Reps from Supreme did 
not return a request for com-
ment.

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

They’re out for blood!
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary 

Club members are asking non-
squeamish locals to literally 
give of themselves at a Hal-
loween-themed blood drive on 
Oct. 15 where the brave souls 
who donate will be rewarded 

with trick-or-treat goody bags 
and other surprises, accord-
ing to an organizer.

“We thought that we could 
have some good fun, like 
dressing up as vampires to 
make people laugh, by host-
ing it close to Halloween,” 
said Celia Weintrob, the club’s 
treasurer.

The event is being held 

from 9 am to 2 pm inside 
Brooklyn Heights’ Congre-
gation Bnai Avraham syna-
gogue at 117 Remsen St. be-
tween Clinton and Henry 
streets. 

And following the recent 
 natural disasters  and  tragic 
acts of violence  in the country 
and beyond, now is the time to 
participate, Weintrob said.

“After the hurricanes, 
earthquakes, and the coun-
try’s largest mass shooting, 
we’re all seeing people who 
need blood,” she said.

Sign up in advance for 
the Brooklyn Bridge Rotary 
Club’s drive at  www.brook-
lynbridgerotaryclub.org/
blooddrive .

Halloween-themed blood drive
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ONLY 3% OF KIDS’ MEAL OPTIONS 
ARE HEALTHY. IT’S TIME FOR 

RESTAURANTS TO SERVE KIDS BETTER. 

SUGARY DRINKS CONTRIBUTE TO INCREASING 
RATES OF HEART DISEASE AND TYPE 2 DIABETES 
IN CHILDREN, TEENS  AND ADULTS.

Restaurants should help reverse this trend by 
making healthy drinks like milk and water the 
default drink option on children’s menus.

You can help make this happen. 

Text HEALTHY KIDS to 46839

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This pier’s on the up-and-
up!

Brooklyn Bridge Park of-
ficials revealed plans on Oct. 
4 to create a swathe of hilly 
parkland at Pier 2, drawing 
cheers from residents who ap-
plauded the honchos for con-
sidering their concerns about 
an earlier proposal and form-
ing a new one with broad ap-
peal. 

“By and large they lis-
tened, which is great,” said 

Peter LaBonte, chairman of 
the meadow’s Community 
Advisory Council, which li-
aises between its stewards and 
locals. “We’re pleased with 
the outcome.” 

Plans for the uplands in-
clude laying down a slightly 
sloped lawn big enough for 
315 people that contains 
terraced seating made with 
pieces of granite from the 
Brooklyn Bridge. They also 
call for building a huge wa-
ter garden, an aquatic feature 
with spray jets that meanders 

through the green space. 
Officials ensured that park-

goers will be able to sled on 
the lawn come wintertime 
now that the stone seating is 
designed to be moved in and 
out of place, a change com-
munity members pushed for 
after honchos presented the 
first iteration of the Pier 2 
plans last year. 

The proposal also includes 
building a berm along the pe-
rimeter of the space, creat-
ing a sloped grassy mound of 
earth that will camouflage the 

Passing grade
Locals applaud B’Bridge Park honchos’ 
latest design for hilly parkland at Pier 2

Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos on Oct. 4 debuted their latest plans to create a 
stretch of rolling parkland at Pier 2.
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area’s existing maintenance 
building.

As many as nine parking 
spaces will be removed from 
the side of Furman Street just 
behind the berm in order to 
make room for a new bus 
drop-off zone that will be 
large enough to fit two peo-
ple-movers. Locals requested 
a dedicated area for buses so 
the huge vehicles don’t clog 
the area, and LaBonte said 
park honchos should consider 
setting aside even more space 
for them because so many 
drive into the meadow.

“We’re still concerned that 
might not be sufficient,” he 
said. “The traffic has in-
creased dramatically. There 
are city buses, tour buses, 
school buses, and wedding 
buses picking up and dropping 
off, and that area becomes es-
pecially congested.”

But residents overall 
lauded the proposal for add-
ing more land to their water-
front backyard.

“It’s clearly an improve-
ment,” said Lucy Koteen, 
a member of the advisory 
council. “There’s more open 
space.”

Construction is set to begin 
in September 2018, and offi-
cials said it should conclude 
by September 2020.

In July, Brooklyn Bridge 
Park honchos debuted a similar 
 rolling-countryside-inspired 
landscape at Pier 5 , which in-
cludes its own sloped lawn, 
a shaded grove, and benches 
where patrons can take in the 
Manhattan skyline.

Spasticity is a condition that occurs 
when muscles become tight, stiff or pain-
ful as a result of brain or spinal cord in-
jury, stroke, or a neurological condition 
such as cerebral palsy. Some symptoms 
of spasticity include an excess of tendon 
reflexes (such as a knee-jerk); clonus, or 
repetitive jerky motions; or the need to 
carry the shoulders, elbows, wrists or 
fingers at a strained angle due to muscle 
tightness. “The symptoms of spasticity 
can become so severe that they disrupt 
daily activities and sleep patterns,” said 
Miran Salgado, M.D., chairman of the 
Department of Neurosciences at NYP 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.

Although many people develop symp-
toms of spasticity, the condition often 
goes undiagnosed. Part of the reason 
for the low awareness and under-di-
agnosis is that spasticity may develop 
weeks, months or even years after the 
injury or illness that causes it—often af-
ter the patient has left the hospital or 
is no longer being treated by medical 
specialists familiar with the onset of the 
condition. 

“Mild to moderate spasticity can be 
relieved with regular stretching of the 
tightened muscles. Range-of-motion 
exercises, if begun in the early stages, 
can prevent permanent shortening and 

shrinking of the muscles,” explained Dr. 
Salgado. “Exercise can also help to ease 
spasticity.”

If stretching and exercise alone aren’t 
effective and spasticity worsens, the 
patient should contact a neurologist. 
A variety of treatments are available, 
including medications delivered orally 
and through a catheter pumped di-
rectly into the spinal fluid. Side effects 
must be carefully monitored to help de-
termine the appropriate dose. Another 
procedure involves Botulinum Toxin A 
(Botox) injections that are administered 
to specific muscle groups; this can result 
in decreased muscle signals that cause 
spasticity. These injections provide tem-
porary relief as part of a therapy pro-
gram, allowing motion and strength-
ening of muscle groups, and can be 
repeated every three months.

While spasticity may not be the most 
serious symptom of brain or spinal cord 
illness or injury, it can be debilitating. 
The good news is that there are effec-
tive ways to ease movement, minimize 
symptoms and improve quality of life.

To schedule an appointment with a neu-
rologist affiliated with NYP Brooklyn Meth-
odist Hospital, please call 718-499-CARE or 
go to the “Find a Doctor” tile on our web-
site, www.nyp.org/brooklyn. .

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

The creator of a satirical 
blog that portends to be a hy-
per-local version of the Onion 
admitted on Brooklyn Paper 
Radio that he started to poke 
fun of Bay Ridge’s Republican 
candidates for Council while 
volunteering for a Democratic 
candidate — and only con-
fessed to creating the site af-
ter his candidate lost.

Dan Hetteix, who puts to-
gether the fake news website 
“ The Ambrose Light ” said he 

didn’t have a problem leaving 
Democrats out of the mix in his 
posts because he skews “pro-
gressive” and it was clear his 
site was just making jokes even 
though he was volunteering 
for Khader El-Yateem.

“One of our mantras for 
the site was ‘We’re putting 
the ‘fake’ back in fake news,” 
Hetteix told host and Brooklyn 
Paper editor-in-chief Vince 
DiMiceli.

Hetteix was joined on the 
show by journalist-turned-pol-
itician Ross Barkan, who plans 

on trading in his pen and pad 
for a job in Albany.

Barkan, who has written for 
 Gothamist , the  Village Voice , 
and  the Guardian , and has 
posted his  manifesto online , 
said he wants to win. But he 
still plans on writing his opin-
ion pieces for the Guardian 
while on the campaign trail, 
and might even use his experi-
ence in future columns.

“I might write a bit about 
the campaign and explain 
what it is like to be an actual 
candidate for office,” he said. 

“The drudgery, the knocking 
on doors.”

That set off DiMiceli, who 
claimed no candidate has ever 
knocked on his door.

The three then discussed 
their thoughts on Columbus 
Day, and what, if anything, 
should be done to the statues 
of the man who “discovered” 
America. But you’ll have to 
listen to hear all that. 

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
usually recorded and pod-
cast live almost every Tues-
day at 4 pm.

ON THE RADIO:

A Bay Ridge takeover
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ENRICO ASCHER, MD ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP NATALIE MARKS, MDANIL HINGORANI, MD

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NEW YORK

is pleased 
to announce 3 convenient locations 

with a new offi ce in Midwood.

THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER 
IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER

THAT SPECIALIZES IN 
VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy
Brooklyn, 
NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Hwy 

Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn,
NY 11219

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD). or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account 
balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for 
daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. 
APY effective October 2, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts 
only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may 
reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market

1.25%
$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a starry night in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park! 

Celebrities flocked to the 
waterfront green space for its 
fifth-annual black-tie ball on 
Oct. 5, including the dashing 
actor Jon Hamm, who hosted 
the festivities.

The man of “Mad Men” 
fame hails from St. Louis and 
doesn’t even live in Brook-
lyn, but one park honcho had 
nothing but praise for the star 
nonetheless. 

“It was fun and exciting to 
have him as our guest host,” 
said Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy chief Nancy 
Webster. “He was very lovely, 
down to earth, and very funny 
— just a really sweet guy.”

The conservancy, which 
stages the gala to raise money 
for park programming and 
events, snagged Hamm for 
the ceremony through the 
husband of a board member, 
who went to high school with 
the actor. 

Eight hundred people at-
tended a swanky dinner at Pier 

Party pier!
Hollywood royalty comes 
out for green space’s gala

(Above) Host Jon Hamm and Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy head Nancy Webster were all smiles. 
(Left) Actress Michelle Monaghan made an appear-
ance at the star-studded gala.
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2 as part of the affair and 250 
revelers bought tickets to the 
after-party, raising more than 
$1.35 million for the meadow, 
Webster said.

Green-space officials hon-
ored developer Douglas Durst 
of the Durst Organization for 
his environmental work as well 
as Hank Gutman, a park board 

member who helped oversee 
the lawn’s construction. 

And Hamm wasn’t the only 
big name to walk the red car-
pet at the event. Other nota-
ble guests included Keri Rus-
sell and  Matthew Rhys — the 
stars of television’s sexy spy 
drama “The Americans,” who 
live in Brooklyn Heights and 

frequent the park — and ac-
tress Michelle Monaghan.  

Songstress and Cobble-
Hill resident Norah Jones 
performed to close out the 
epic evening, ending it on 
a high note, according to 
Webster.

“She really brought down 
the house,’ she said.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The man is hammered 
out!

Community Board 6’s high-
est-paid employee announced 
his resignation on Oct. 6, about 
a week after he returned to his 
post from a leave of absence 
stemming from his  two April 
arrests on stalking charges .

Craig Hammerman, a panel 
staffer since 1990 who earns 
$112,000 annually in his soon-
to-be-vacant position of dis-
trict manager, said he will 
step down on Oct. 20 in or-
der to spare the board from 
fallout following his months-
long absence and arrests. Cops 
cuffed him once after his for-
mer flame accused him of us-
ing her Uber account to track 

her to a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
hotel, and again when he al-
legedly violated a court’s or-
der of protection by approach-
ing his ex in a Park Slope bar 
less than a week later. 

“I took an extended med-
ical leave … because my 
personal circumstances had 
become a distraction,” Ham-
merman wrote in an e-mail sent 
to board members. “I believe 
what would be in the best in-
terest of the community board, 
and myself, is for me to step 
down as district manager.” 

The civic honcho began his 
leave  in May , and extended it 
twice before he returned on 
Sept. 28. A group of board 
members was set to evaluate 
Hammerman’s performance 
in a closed-door session after 

he reassumed his job,  Commu-
nity Board 6 chairman Sayar 
Lonial said at a meeting prior 
to his return , but it is not clear 
whether they ever met with the 
embattled staffer.

Lonial declined to comment 
about Hammerman’s resigna-
tion, instead saying he will ad-
dress it at the panel’s next full 
meeting on Oct. 11.

 The district attorney’s office 
plans on dropping its stalking 
case against the district man-
ager in November , according 
to his lawyer, who said her cli-
ent is concerned his ex-girl-
friend’s allegations will con-
tinue to haunt him long after 
he is exonerated.

“There are always peo-
ple who figure he got away 
with murder,” said Joyce 

David. “It’s human nature.”
And Hammerman’s ex con-

tinued to try to contact him via 
text and in person following his 
arrests, David said, which made 
him worry that her behavior 
could lead to further scandal 
for him and the board. 

“He is having a very diffi-
cult situation with a woman 
following him, trying to hurt 
him, and taunting him by con-
tacting him with no repercus-
sions,” she said.

The outgoing district man-
ager expressed gratitude to 
the advisory panel’s volun-
teer members in his resigna-
tion letter, and urged the group 
to pursue its commitment to 
civic virtue.

“Keep reaching for the light 
and growing,” he wrote.

Hammerman stepping down
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D
o you feel lucky? 

Starting this Friday the 13th, a local 
magician will lead 13 strangers across 

the veil each night during a series of spooky 
seances leading up to Halloween. Those 
who suffer from triskaidekaphobia might 
want to avoid “The Other Side,” but those 
willing to face their fears — and shell out 
$13 times 10 — will find the Williams-
burg event to be an intimate and powerful 
ritual unlike anything since the Victorian 
era, said its creator.

“It’s a chance to do something scary 
this Halloween that you can’t do anywhere 
else,” said magician and mentalist Jason 
Suran. “It’s fun and thrilling facing your 
fears in controlled environment, and it’s a 
wonderful experience — everyone walks 
out having a great time.”

The “microtheater” show will take its 
13 guests on a quest to explore a 19th-cen-
tury–style spirit-call.

“We will be attempting to recreate a Vic-

torian seance and all the illusions and aes-
thetics used at that time,” said Suran.

Unlike the serious, spiritual ceromonies 
of previous eras, Victorian seances were 
focused on spectacle, said the expert on 
mind-reading.

“There’s a few different types of seances 
— there are religious ones, when they’re 
actively trying to speak with the dead, and 
then there are those that are more in a the-
atrical vein, and that’s what we’ll be do-
ing,” he said. “We are trying to play with 
imaginations and psychology as opposed 
to getting religious.”

Each night will begin with a formal cock-
tail party, giving the guests an opportunity 
to interact and get to know each other — a 
bond that will help make for a more suc-
cessful ceremony, said Suran.

Guests will then join Suran at a table 
to learn a bit about the history of the se-
ance — followed by participants holding 
hands and trying to contact the spirit world. 
Attendees will be witness to a variety of 
spooky and otherworldly activity.

“Everyone will be looking at each other 

and watching really inextricable things hap-
pen at table,” said Suran — things that 
might include possession, moving objects, 
and visits from the chatty dead. 

Depending on how it goes, the ordeal 
can be deliciously exciting, or disturbingly 
creepy, he said.

“It’s really a fine line because if it’s done 
wrong without proper caution, it can be a ma-

nipulative thing because you’re playing with 
people’s deepest vulnerabilities,” said Suran. 
“Whether you question if it’s real or not, it’s 
an opportunity to face your fears.”

“The Other Side” in a private location 
(near N. Seventh Street and Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, location revealed 
with ticket, www.facetheotherside.com). 
Oct. 13–31 at 7:30 pm. $130.

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Pic of the city 

Tub men

Take a peek at 
the not-so-distant 
past!

A Brooklyn 
photographer has 
turned his cam-
era on the rapidly 
changing Down-
town neighbor-
hood, document-
ing the many new 
residents and con-
struction cranes that have arrived over the last 
five years. An exhibit of his work, “Meet Me 
Downtown,” will open on Oct. 16 as part of the 
Culture Forward Festival, a celebration of the 
neighborhood’s arts institutions. The artist says 
that construction has been booming ever since 
the gigantic sports arena opened nearby in 2012, 
and he wanted to capture the evolving area before 
people forget what came before, he said. 

“It really started changing once Barclays 
Center finished,” said Joel Barhamand, who 
lives in nearby Boerum Hill. “I think every-
one knew it was coming, but to be a witness to 
it — I thought it was important to make sure it 
was documented.” 

Barhamand’s photos show the streets going 
from quiet to bustling as construction became 
commonplace and more people moved into the 
neighborhood. The exhibition features images 
from across the neighborhood, but focuses on 
Fulton Mall, a popular hangout spot whose side-
walks are lined with vendors selling their wares. 
Barhamand said those sidewalk sellers are a prime 
example of how the flavor of the neighborhood 
still lives on, despite the arrival of chain stores 
and fancy apartments. 

“Fulton Mall provides a counterbalance of 
culture and life that shows beautifully what’s 
at stake,” he said. “There’s these construction 
scenes and then you have this vibrant street life 
and culture and colorful fashion sensibilities.” 

“Meet Me Downtown” at 80 Arts (80 Han-
son Pl. at S. Portland Avenue Downtown, 
www.downtownbrooklyn.com/cultureforward). 
Opening reception Oct 16 at 6 pm. Free.

 — Lauren Gill

Call it freeing jazz!
A Brooklyn trio named after 19th century ab-

olitionist Harriet Tubman will lead an audience 
on a musical journey during a late-night set at 
the annual three-day Bric JazzFest Marathon on 
Oct. 21. The musicians of the Harriet Tubman 
trio fuse elements of jazz, rock, funk, and elec-
tronic music to form their signature sound, a mu-
sical medley that challenges audiences to think 
outside of traditional genres, according to the 
band’s drummer. 

“If they hear a texture of music that’s not fa-
miliar to them, automatically that challenges you 
to sit there and think, ‘What am I hearing?’” 
said J.T. Lewis, a Bedford-Stuyvesant resident. 
“It goes back to the naming of the band — it’s 
about freedom to think for yourself, cutting the 
chains from what holds them back to think for 
themselves. We try to challenge our audience 
to come along with us — be free.” 

The group, which also includes electric bassist 
Melvin Gibbs and guitarist, and vocalist Brandon 
Ross, first joined forces in 1998. Gibbs grew up 
in Ditmas Park and now lives in Williamsburg, 
and said that the borough helped him form his 
unique musical style.

“I’m really a product of the way Brooklyn 
was when I was a kid,” he said. “My style is 
very particular, it wouldn’t have came together 
anywhere else on the planet. There were people 
from all over the world living there.”

At the Bric performance, the band plans to 
play tracks from its latest album “Araminta,” 
titled after Harriet Tubman’s birth name.

Harriet Tubman at Bric House (647 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, www.bricarts-
media.org). Oct. 21 at 10:15 pm. $30 ($25 in ad-
vance). — Julianne McShane

E X H I B I T

M U S I C

Spook 
shows
Mentalist to lead a seance 
series for just 13 at a time

Mind games: Mentalist Jason Suran will lead 13 guests through a Victorian séance in 
Williamsburg, each night from Friday the 13th until Halloween.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s traveling through time!

The New York Transit Museum’s 
latest exhibit “From Fulton Ferry: 

Building Downtown Brooklyn,” ex-
plores the ferries, horse-drawn trolleys, 
and elevated trains that preceded the 
borough’s first subway station. That 
station opened at Borough Hall in 1908 
to shuttle commuters from the distant 
isle of Manhattan to their homes in 
then-bucolic Brooklyn Heights, said 
one of the museum’s curators. 

“Brooklyn Heights was basically 
the first commuter suburb in New 
York, maybe in the country,” said Jodi 
Shapiro. “When the subway opened 
in 1908, then people were like ‘Oooh, 
rapid transit from Brooklyn to Man-
hattan,’ so more people started mov-
ing here.”

The exhibit, on display until May of 
2018, uses old photos, newspaper arti-
cles, and artifacts to take visitors on a 
trip through Heights history, starting 
with the first commercial ferry at Fulton 
landing in 1648, and ending at the same 
dock, with a discussion of the new ferry 

service launched earlier this year. 
Before the modern subways below 

the streets, people relied on “elevated 
rails,” steam-powered cars that ran on 
wooden tracks above the roads and 
annoyed everyone with their obnox-
iously loud noise. The exhibit fondly 
remembers the day the elevated rails 
were torn down and replaced. 

“A big part of our exhibit is about the 
Fulton Street elevated, how it was con-
sidered a blight on downtown Brook-
lyn and people really wanted it to be 
gone,” said Shapiro. 

In addition to the noise and dirt of 
the elevated, people complained that 
the network overhead kept them — 
literally —  in the dark.

“The day that the elevated stopped 
service, ads started running in the 
Brooklyn Eagle and New York Times 
like, ‘Now Brooklyn finds its place 
in the sun because this huge thing 
that blocked our sunlight for so long 
is coming down,’ ” she said. 

The exhibit also explores how the 
growing web of subway lines impacted 
the economy. Once there was a faster 
way across the river, department stores 
in both boroughs were quick to use them 
to their advantages, said Shapiro. 

“Wanamaker’s was a big Manhat-
tan department store that was at As-
tor Place, and their big thing was now 
that the subway was open in Brook-
lyn, you could go from Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall right to Wanamaker’s — 
it was a one-seat ride, it cost you a 
nickel,” she said.

“From Fulton Ferry: Building 
Downtown Brooklyn” at the New 
York City Transit Museum (Boerum 
Place and Schermerhorn Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.nytransitmu-
seum.org). Through May, 2018. $10 
($5 kids and seniors).

Train-ing day!
Exhibit explores history of 
Downtown transportation

All aboard!: The show “From Fulton Ferry: Building Downtown 
Brooklyn” features this image of an old Brooklyn Bridge trolley.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 13

Lucky 13!
It’s Friday the 13th! 
Unless you are hud-
dled inside, staying 
away from black cats, 
mirrors, and ladders, 
you should celebrate 
this least lucky of 
days with a marathon 
of “Friday the 13th” 
movies! Videology 
will screen the first 
four of the teen 
slasher flicks today as 
part of the Brooklyn 
Horror Film Festival, 
going on through 
Sunday.

4, 6:15, 8:30, and 11 pm at 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, www.videologyba-
randcinema.com]. $13 
each.

SATURDAY
Oct. 14

Jazz it up
The week-long Bric 
JazzFest kicks off 
today with a free out-
door concert from 
the Pedrito Martinez 
Group, a Grammy-
winning Afro-Cuban 
four-piece formed by 
its namesake Havana 
native. The Fest con-
tinues across the 
street at Bric House 
with a pair of jazz 
documentaries at 7 
pm and 9 pm.

3 pm at the Steps at 300 
Ashland (Flatbush Avenue 
at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, www.bri-
cartsmedia.org). Free.

SUNDAY
Oct. 15

Going green 
Make up for your 
weekend indulgences 
with a healthy, early-
morning jog along 
the waterfront! The 
Brooklyn Greenway 
Half-Marathon (and 
the much less-punish-
ing 5K) will set off on 
a circular route to 
Greenpoint and back. 
Then you can indulge 
again at the after-
party, at the Hop 
Stop beer bar across 
the street from the 
race starting point. 

7 am–2 pm starting at 
Columbia Street between 
Kane and Degraw Streets 
in the Columbia 
Waterfront District (www.
brooklyngreenway.org). 
$50–$80.

TUESDAY
Oct. 17

Dem Bums
It has been 60 years 
since the Brooklyn 
Dodgers ditched their 
hometown for sunny 
Los Angeles, and some 
of us still aren’t over it. 
Tonight, author David 
Krell discusses his 
book “Our Bums,” 
which deals with the 
team’s legacy, includ-
ing the impact of hir-
ing Jackie Robinson, 
the African-American 
to play Major League 
Baseball.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society (128 
Pierrepont St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynhistory.org). $5. 

WEDNESDAY
Oct. 17

Funny stuff
This is your occa-
sional reminder that 
on any random week-
night, there is amaz-
ing stand-up comedy 
happening in Brook-
lyn. Tonight, the 
“Harriet” show wel-
comes Todd Barry, 
Wyatt Cenac, Josh 
Gondelman, and the 
bizarre ballet-like 
antics of the Cocoon 
Central Dance Team 
(pictured). Check it 
out!

8 pm at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $12 ($10 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, OCT. 13
ART, AIR GALLERY OPENING RECEP-

TIONS: Opening reception for “Be-
yond the Bed Covers” group show, 
“Edgeland” by Nancy Storrow, and 
“Fugitive Sorrow” by Dani Dodge. 
Free. 6 pm. A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], 
www.airgallery.org. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST — 
ALANIS MORISSETTE!: A group of 
talented puppeteers create original 
works of puppetry based on the 
music of Alanis Morissette! $15. 7 
pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer St. 
between Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.puppetplaylist.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “THRILLER” ROLLER 
DISCO: Lola Star’s Dreamland Roller 
Disco hosts an early Halloween party 
with a Michael Jackson theme. $25 
($20 in advance). 7–10 pm. LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, ROLSTON STRING QUARTET: 
A classical music performance, pre-
sented as part of the Five Borough 
Music Festival. $25 ($15 students 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. South Oxford 
Space (138 S. Oxford St. between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.5bmf.org. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY EFFECT”: 
This play by Jeff Tabnick weaves to-
gether the past, present, and future 
to tell the story of a married couple 
who have a pregnant woman ap-
pear at their door with allegations 
that affect their whole family. $20. 8 
pm. Vital Joint (109 Meserole St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.vitaljoint.xyz. 

THE CHAMPAGNE RIOT: A very spe-
cial Freaky Friday celebration of 
sexy, spooky burlesque and variety 
acts. $25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm and 
10:30 pm. Guadalupe Inn [1 Knick-
erbocker Ave. at Johnson Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 366–0500], guadalu-
peinnbk.com. 

TALK, DRUNK EDUCATION — FINAL 
GIRLS: Drunk comedians discuss 
the slasher fl ick phenomenon of 
the “fi nal girl.” Part of the Brooklyn 
Horror Film Festival. $16. 8 pm. The 
Kymberle Project (1332 Atlantic Ave. 

between Nostrand and New York 
avenues in Crown Heights). 

THEATER, “BORN YESTERDAY”: An 
uncouth, corrupt junk dealer, Harry 
Brock, brings his showgirl mistress 
Billie Dawn with him to Washington, 
DC. $20 ($18 children and seniors). 
8 pm. Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and State 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.heightsplayers.org. 

THEATER, “ANIMAL WISDOM”: A 
new music-theater piece by Obie 
Award-winning composer and 
performer Heather Christian. $20. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org. 

FILM, “SHORTS IN THE SLOPE”: A 
two-day fi lm festival including over 
30 narrative, documentary, and 
animated short fi lms from local, na-
tional and international fi lm makers. 
Free. 8 pm. Berkeley Carroll School 
[701 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 
11215, 718–534-6601]. 

SAT, OCT. 14
TOUR, VISIT THE GREENPEACE 

SHIP ARCTIC SUNRISE: Free pub-
lic tours on the Greenpeace ship 
Arctic Sunrise. Free. 10 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 [Atlantic 
Avenue at Furman Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TOUR, OPEN HOUSE AT MCGOLRICK 
PARK: The Greenpoint Community 
Environmental Fund shows off its 
projects in the park. Free. 11 am–3 
pm. McGolrick Park (Driggs Avenue 
at Russell Street in Greenpoint), 
www.gcefund.org. 

EVENT, THE OTHER FESTIVAL: A 
two-day, all-female festival of mak-
ers and creators, featuring lectures, 
workshops, and demos, along with 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, OCT 13
MUSIC, HALSEY: $39–$300. 7 pm.

SAT, OCT 14
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Erislandy Lara vs 
Terrell Gausha. $57–$375. 6:30 
pm.

TUE, OCT 17
MUSIC, TIDAL X: With Jay Z, Jenni-

fer Lopez, DJ Khaled, and special 
appearances by Rosie Perez and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda $56–$379. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, OCT 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

ORLANDO MAGIC: $60–$400. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V SAN JOSE SHARKS: 
$20–$173. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

ATLANTA HAWKS: $27–$315. 
3:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Join the wave: Jay Z will headline the Tidal X benefit concert 
at Barclays Center on Oct. 17, along with Jennifer Lopez, DJ 
Khaled, Iggy Azalea, Chris Brown, and many more.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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TIERNEY SUTTON 
BAND:

THE

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

One University Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11201

KUMBLE THEATER AT LIU-BROOKLYN 
(Flatbush Ave between DeKalb and Willoughby)

Q  Ror to DeKalb Avenue

Supported by:

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

2017 GRAMMY® nominee

The Sting Variations

Sat, Oct 21, 2017 at 8pm; $35

FEATURING

“Message in a Bottle”
“Every Breath You Take”

and more

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s the hottest show in town!

A trio of musicians will heat up 
National Sawdust in Williamsburg 

on Oct. 15 with the “Fire Organ Sound-
scapes” show, each playing a device 
that spits out fire in response to music. 
The show is sponsored by Guerilla 
Science, a Brooklyn group dedicated 
to connecting people to science in new 
and eye-catching ways, according to 
its head of operations.

“Fire is very effective at getting 
attention,” said Olivia Koski, “So for 
this, we’ve combined music and fire 
and science.” 

The flame organ consists of five 
black steel tubes, dotted with holes from 
which spring propane-fueled flames. 
A speaker at the end of each causes 
the flames to dance as it resonates. 
Called a Rubens’ tube, the devices are 
common in physics classrooms, said 
Koski, where they demonstrate fre-
quencies — with the right tone, the 
flames will flare up into a sine wave. 
The tubes are usually solo, but Gue-
rilla Science saw great possibilities in 
making a larger, more elaborate ver-

sion of the device, she said. 
“We decided to stuff five of them 

in a box and make this beast of an 
instrument,” said Koski, who lives 
in Fort Greene. 

The group then recruited three art-
ists to develop original compositions 
for the combustible device, including 
Bushwick singer Ziemba, who will 
give a performance that combines 
smoke, song, and scents, using the 

flame organ to burn fragrant woods 
and herbs as part of her show. The or-
gan has helped her develop her multi-
sensory performances, she said.

“I’ve been working with fragrance, 
and combing fragrance and sound 
for the last couple of years. So this 
was a unique opportunity to take it 
to the next level, with the music di-
rectly causing the scents — our voices 
are igniting the items in the organ. 

It was a really exciting synaesthetic 
opportunity,” she said.

Ziemba spent some time experi-
menting with the fire organ to figure 
out the sounds it responded to best.

“I spent some time being very play-
ful — seeing what it likes, what vowel 
sounds, or what kind of melodies or 
percussive elements looked good,” 
she said. “It’s a musical experience, 
but it’s also a visual experience. So 
it creates a really tricky challenge. 
I’ve never had so many constraints 
when composing.”

During her portion of the show, Zi-
emba and four female vocalists will 
sing, clap, and create various sounds 
designed to provoke the fire into burn-
ing 10 glass tubes suspended within 
the fire organ’s interior, each filled 
with a different assortment of wood 
and other flammable items, which 
will release different scents as the 
work progresses.

Also performing that night will be 
P. Spadine of the Ashcan Orchestra. 
His work will play with the shape of 
the fire, creating tones that cause the 
flames to ripple and waver in patterns, 
according to the night’s organizer. 

“You can see the melody creeping 
across the flames,” said Dave Ruder.

And percussionist Levy Lorenzo 
will use drums to pump the flames 
higher.

“It’s going to be very primal, which 
is great because fire is very primal,” 
said Koski.

“Fire Organ: Soundscapes” at 
National Sawdust (80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.nationalsawdust.org). Oct. 15 
at 7 pm. $34.

Playing with fi re
Musicians use organ that shoots out fl ames

Greenlight Bookstore’s 
pick — “The Little Girl Who 
Was Too Fond of Matches” 
by Gaétan Soucy

Do you crave a story that 
is strange beyond measure? 
In this novel, translated from 
French, two siblings grow up 
isolated from the outside world 
with an authoritarian father as 
their only point of contact. The 
language they speak and the 
universe they inhabit are wholly 
of their own creation. When the 
father commits suicide, the sib-
lings must make contact with 
the villagers to acquire a cof-
fin. All unravels from there, and 

nothing is as it seems.
— Melissa Hohl, Green-

light Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Book-
store’s pick — “Epitaph 
of a Small Winner” by 
Machado De Assis 

In this strange novel, our 
narrator Braz Cubas recounts 
his life story, beginning with 
his death. From beyond the 
grave, Braz looks back on a 
life well lived, or so it seems to 

him. The reality, as it play out 
before us, is more complicated. 
Written in 1880, this brutal 
satire of art, politics, intellec-
tual life, and bourgeois val-
ues was far ahead of its time, 
and it influenced a century of 
Central and South American 
novelists. It is well crafted and 
surprisingly hilarious.

— Samuel Partal, Commu-
nity Bookstore [43 Seventh 

Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Antifa: 
The Anti-Fascist Hand-
book” by Mark Bray

Forget the news. Forget 
social media. If you want 
to understand not only an-
tifascism’s origins and tac-

tics but those of fascism as 
well, then read this book. In 
it, Bray presents a clear-cut 
and compelling trajectory of 
the global antifa movements 
that opposed Mussolini and 
Hitler as well as their mod-
ern-day analogues. 

— Dylan Soltis, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Book picks
Booksellers give their 
best recommendations

Where there’s smoke: Bushwick singer Ziemba will add burning 
fragrances to her performance with the fire organ at National Saw-
dust on Oct. 15.
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FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

NOW OPEN!

3 Guys Pumpkin Patch

Broccoli Rabe

$$129129
lb.lb.

10/11 7AM -10/16 7PM
11 12 13 14 15 16SALE STARTS

ORGANIC

Grape
Tomatoes

$$199199

SPECIAL!

Full Line

D

$$299299

ORGANIC

Organic Eggs
$$299299

$$55forfor44
Hass Avocados Red Peppers

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Gala Apples
¢¢7979lb.lb.

California Celery

¢¢4949
Black Plums

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Tomatoes on the Vine
¢¢7979lb.lb. 33 55$$

forfor

Gold Pineapples

Italian Pasta

¢¢8989
Mozzarella

$$399399
lb.lb.

Apple Cider

$$199199
Pomegranate Juice

$$199199 LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

a unique marketplace and 
performances by female-led 
bands and dee-jays. $65. 
11:30am. City Point (455 
Albee Sq. West between 
Fulton and Willoughby 
streets in Downtown), www.
theotherfestival.co. 

MUSIC, HONK NYC FESTIVAL 
POP-UP SHOW: The festi-
val of street marching bands 
comes to the Transit Mu-
seum with the L Train Brass 
Band and Damas De Ferro. 
Free. 1 pm. MTA Transit 
Museum (Corner of Boerum 
Place and Schermerhorn 
Street in Boerum Hill), www.
nytransitmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, PERDITO MARTINEZ 
GROUP: The Afro-Cuban 
band kicks off the week-
long Bric JazzFest with a 

free outdoor concert. Free. 
3 pm. The Steps at 300 
Ashland (Flatbush Avenue 
at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

MUSIC, KYLE ROGERS: The 
musician releases his debut 
collection of anti-folk an-
thems, “Songs.” Free. 7:30 
pm. Terra Firma [119 Ingra-
ham St. at Porter Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 366–4375], 
www.terrafi rmanyc.com. 

THEATER, “THE INTIMACY 
EFFECT”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 13. 

THEATER, “BORN YESTER-
DAY”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 13. 

MARKET, FORT HAMILTON 
COMIC-CON: A two-day 
comics convention located 
at US Army base Fort Ham-
ilton. Please bring proper 
identifi cation. $20–$35. 10 
am–7 pm. US Army Fort 
Hamilton [207 Sterling Dr. at 
Sheriden Loop in Bay Ridge, 

(718) 630–4040], www.ham-
ilton.armymwr.com. 

EVENT, PERMACULTURE FES-
TIVAL AND SKILL SHARE: 
A full day of programming 
dealing with gardening, 
composting, crafts, music, 
and cooking in a brick oven. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN HAR-
VEST: Luna Park’s pirate-
themed Halloween party, 
with pony rides, magicians, 
face painting, spooky kara-
oke, and more. $20. 11 am–
midnight. Luna Park [West 
12th St. and Surf Avenue 
in Coney Island, (718) 373-
5862], www.lunaparknyc.
com. 

READING, “WHAT IS HIP-
HOP?”: Author Eric Morse 
reads from kids’ book about 
the history of the genre, 
illustrated by Anny Yi. 

Free. 11:30 am. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

ART, CHASHAMA OPEN STU-
DIOS: Check out work by 
more than 70 artists spread 
across two fl oors of the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Army Terminal (140 58th St. 
at First Avenue in Sunset 
Park), www.chashama.org. 

PAJAMA WALK ACROSS 
THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE: 
Wear your pajamas and 
walk across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to raise awareness 
about the importance of a 
healthy bedtime routines 
for kids, followed by pizza at 
Borough Hall, face-painting, 
a photobooth, and more! 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge [Start at 1 Centre 
St. at Chambers Street in 
Manhattan, (212) 716–9757], 
pajamaprogram.org. 

ART, FAB FIVE FALL SHOWS: 
Check out the Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition’s 
fi ve new exhibits, which 
include “Photography Pop-
up,” “Grand Installations,” 
and the “Really Affordable 
Art Show,” among others. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

OKTOBERFEST: Beer, sau-
sages, and music. Free. 
2 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

FUND-RAISER, JAMESON 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR-
HOOD BREWERY FEST: 
The Irish whiskey teams 
up with local breweries to 
raise money for the New 
York Restoration Project. 
The afternoon will feature 
live music, great food, and 
samples of Jameson Cask-
mates whiskey and limited-
edition beers. $30. 3–7 pm. 
The Duggal Greenhouse 
(63 Flushing Ave. at Adelphi 
Street, Bldg 268 in Brooklyn 
Navy Yard in Fort Greene), 
www.nyrp.org. 

READING, “THE BILINGUAL 
REVOLUTION”: Author and 
educator Fabrice Jaumont 
signs his book, which is 
available in French and Eng-
lish. Free. 3–6 pm. Woops! 
BakeShop (120 Norman 
Ave. at Eckford Street in 
Greenpoint), www.fabrice-
jaumont.net. 

ART, FIVE MYLES OPENING 
RECEPTIONS: “The People 
Games Play,” paintings and 
games by Nicholas Cueva; 
and “The Tug,” new work 
by Erin Gleason. Free. 5 pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. John’s 
Place between Classon and 
Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

FILM, “SHORTS IN THE 
SLOPE”: 5 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 13. 

FILM, “SHORTS IN THE 
SLOPE” CLOSING PARTY: 
Closing party and awards 
ceremony. Free. 10 pm. 
Shapeshifter Lab (18 Whit-
well Pl., between First and 
Carroll streets in Gowanus). 

FILM, “CHASING TRANE”: 
A documentary about 
the global impact of John 
Coltrane’s music. Part of 
Bric JazzFest. Free ($5 for 
reserved seating). 7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

COMEDY, BOOK CLUB COM-
EDY SHOW: Blythe Rober-
son and Colin Stokes host 
a comedy show dedicated 
to the novel “Wuthering 
Heights.” $8 ($6 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

“ANIMAL WISDOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 13. 

FILM, “I CALLED HIM MOR-
GAN”: A documentary 
about the 1972 murder of 
jazz musician Lee Morgan. 
Part of Bric JazzFest. Free 
($5 for reserved seating). 9 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDY QUAR-
TERLY — FALL PERFOR-
MANCE REVUE: The every-
three-months comedy 
show welcomes guests Yogi 
Paliwal, Ethan Simmons-Pat-
terson, Dewey Lovett, Julia 
Shiplett, and John Rosen-
berger. Free. 10 pm. Legion 
Bar [790 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Humboldt Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (978) 204–1039], 
facebook.com/comedy-
quarterly. 

SUN, OCT. 15
TOUR, VISIT THE GREEN-

PEACE SHIP ARCTIC 
SUNRISE: 10 am–6 pm. See 
Saturday, Oct. 14. 

EVENT, THE OTHER FESTI-
VAL: 11:30am. See Satur-
day, Oct. 14. 

THEATER, “BORN YESTER-
DAY”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 13. 

BLOOD DRIVE: The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary Club wants 
your blood! A robust Hal-
loween goodie bag will be 
provided for each blood 
donor and Rotary Club 
members will be dressed 
up as vampires! Free. 9 
am–2:30 pm. Congregation 
B’nai Avraham [117 Remsen 
St. between Clinton and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (917) 723–4500], 
brooklynbridgerotaryclub.
com/blooddrive. 

MARKET, FORT HAMILTON 
COMIC-CON: 10 am–5 pm. 
See Saturday, Oct. 14. 

ART, CHASHAMA OPEN 
STUDIOS: Noon–5 pm. See 
Saturday, Oct. 14. 

TALK, STAGE FRIGHTS: Hor-
ror author Peter Straub talks 
about his writing career and 
the movies it spawned. Part 
of the Brooklyn Horror Film 
Fest. $16. Noon. Wythe 
Hotel Screening Room [80 
Wythe Ave. at N. 11th Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 460–
8000], brooklynhorrorfest.
ticketleap.com. 

READING, JAVIER ANTO-
NIO GONZÁLEZ: Author 
of “Blood or the Receiver.” 
Free. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr 
(207 Starr St. between Ir-
ving and Wykoff avenues in 
Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

COMEDY, SASHEER ZAMATA 
PARTY TIME!: With Ja-
neane Garofalo, Anthony 
DeVito, Sam Jay, and Kate 
Davis. $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MON, OCT. 16
TALK, AESTHETICISM, POP 

CULTURE, EVIL, AND 
OSCAR WILDE: On Oscar 
Wilde’s birthday, a discus-
sion of his idea that Beauty, 
rather than Truth or Good-
ness, was the aim of art, and 
how that idea has affected 
all of modern culture. $15. 
7:30 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Hosted by Brooklyn comedy 
favorite Wyatt Cenac, this 
weekly show features local 
and international stand up 

comedians. $8 ($5 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

READING, IGNACIO LOPEZ: 
Author of “Severed.” Free. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and 
Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org. 

FILM, “NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
DEAD”: The band Morri-
cone Youth plays an original 
soundtrack for the horror 
fi lm. $10. 8:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

TUES, OCT. 17
TALK, JAZZ AND JUSTICE: A 

panel discussion about jazz 
that engages with social 
and political justice. Free. 7 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, TRIVIA TUES-
DAY: Teams and individu-
als welcome! Free. 8 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

WED, OCT. 18
FUND-RAISER, MAURICE 

SENDAK COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL ART BENEFIT: 
Features a curated selec-
tion of original works from 
emerging, established, and 
mid-career artists, including 
Deborah Brown, Amanda 
Church, Daniel Davidson, 
Gary Petersen, and many 
others from the New York 
City area. $200–$250. 7 pm. 
Ground Floor Gallery (343 
Fifth St., between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope), 
ps118.schoolauction.net/
artevent. 

FUND-RAISER, ISSUE PROJ-
ECT ROOM 2017 GALA: 
The experimental music 
venue honors Borough Pres-
ident Adams, pioneering 
composer Éliane Radigue, 
and artist R. Luke DuBois. 
$1,000. 7 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
SMUTTY BOOK CLUB: 
The book club will discuss 
“Strange Attractions” by 
Emma Holly. With $5 cock-
tale specials. Free. 7 pm. 
Paddy’s of Park Slope [273 
13th St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 369–0831], www.
meetup.com/Smutty-Book-
Club. 

FUND-RAISER, FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT: Tasting event 
featuring samples from local 
restaurants and beverage 
experts. $75 ($150 VIP). 7:30 
pm. Picnic House (40 West 
Dr. in Prospect Park. Enter 
at Prospect Park West, be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
streets in Park Slope), park-
slopeciviccouncil.org/food-
for-thought. 

COMEDY, JEAN AND JOHN: 
Live discussion with Jean 
Grae and John Hodgman. 
$15. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW NYC: 
The Chicago-style stand 
up showcase features Chris 
Redd, Sam Jay, Mike Lebo-
vitz, and more. $5. 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, OCT. 19
TALK, “ESTATE PLANNING: 

Wills vs. Trusts”: Grimaldi 
and Yeung law fi rm hosts a 
complimentary breakfast 
seminar for seniors. RSVP 
required by Oct. 16. Free. 
8:30 am. Fifth Avenue Diner 
[432 Fifth Ave. between 
Eighth and Ninth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 238–6960]. 

EVENT, RADICAL NET-
WORKS: An annual festival 
and conference that cel-

ebrates the free and open 
Internet. $25. 10 am. Chem-
istry Creative [305 Ten Eyck 
St. between Waterbury 
and Bogart streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 386–4127], 
chemcreative.com. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT HAGSPLOITA-
TION: Comedy Kevin Maher 
hosts a video variety show 
dedicated to witches, psy-
cho-biddies, and hags. $15. 
7 pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

BRIC JAZZFEST MARATHON 
THURSDAY: Featuring The 
Sun Ra Arkestra, Matthew 
Stevens, Miles Mosley & The 
West Coast Get Down, and 
many more. $30 ($25 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm–midnight. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RIDER: 
The quartet presents 
“Spontaneous Symbols,” 
an evening of new work. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

COMEDY, “THE SHOW TO-
NIGHT”: A live comedy 
extravaganza in the style 
of a late night television 
talk show. With host Joe 
Pally, his sidekick Tommy 
Lombardozzi, music from 
house band Crier Brothers, 
and stand-up from special 
guests. This event will be 
fi lmed. Free. 8:30 pm. St. 
Francis College (180 Rem-
sen St. between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.joepally.
com/theshowtonight. 

FRI, OCT. 20
ART, “VIGIL”: Leigh Davis pres-

ents a multi-channel audio 
work inside the chapel in 
Green-Wood Cemetery. 
Free. 9 am–5 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

BRIC JAZZFEST MARATHON 
FRIDAY: $30 ($25 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm–midnight. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, LIFE IS SO PECULIAR: 
Sharon Wyse sing American 
pop songs from 1919 to 
1956. Free. 7:30 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE 
COMEDY SHOW: A com-
edy show with free pizza, 
featuring Dulcé Sloan, Sonia 
Denis, Gary Vider, and 
more. $10 ($5 in advance). 
9 pm. Big Irv’s (381 Hooper 
St. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg). 

MUSIC, STEPHEN CLAIR: 
Local singer and songwriter. 
Free. 11 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], freddysbar.com. 

SAT, OCT. 21
ART, FLATBUSH ARTISTS 

GROUP OPEN HOUSE: 
Visit the studios and shows 
of 21 artists in Flatbush and 
Ditmas Park. Free. Noon–6 
pm. (Various locations in 
Ditmas Park), www.fl atbush-
artists.org. 

DANCE, DIABLO EN BROOK-
LYN: A multicultural mix 
of tap, modern dance, and 
the masked tradition of Son 
de Los Diablos from Peru. 
$15–$30. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], roulette.org. 

FAMILY, FOREST FAIR: A 
Wes Anderson-inspired 
Halloween party, with trick-
or-treating opportunities, 
shopping, photo-taking, 
and tasty treats. Costumes 
encouraged. Free. 11 am–2 
pm. Hazel Village [510 Third 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Gowanus, (929) 
237–6941], www.hazelvil-
lage.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Her own tune: Stop by the Brooklyn Army Terminal on Oct. 14 and 15 for the 
Chashama Open Studios event, where you can check out the art and working 
spaces of more than 70 artists, including Monica Song (pictured).
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Midwifery

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care
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When you’re ready to enhance your home with 
beautiful tile and natural stone, visit our showroom 
to explore the possibilities for your home with an 
incredible selection of Ceramic, Porcelain, Mosaic, 

Quarry Tiles, Marbles, Granites & Accessories!

Showroom Open Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Customer Parking Available!

246 Morgan Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11237
TRIUMPH TILE 

CORP.

We carry Unique, Beautiful & Durable Varieties of tiles from Spain, 
Italy, Brazil, Thailand, Columbia & China.

Stop by our showroom today for a FREE CONSULTATION 
from one of our design experts.

TILE IN STYLE
By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This refuge’s neighbors are 
playing the toking victim.

Park Slope Women’s Shel-
ter residents are luring drug 
dealers to the neighborhood by 
smoking weed on the stoops of 
homes near the facility, charged 
locals who complained of the 
alleged habit at an Oct. 4 com-
munity meeting.

“We have shelter residents 
who are smoking marijuana 
and they’re sitting on our 
stoops. That provides a pop-
ulation of buyers and we’re go-
ing to have a whole new popula-
tion of sellers,” said 16th-Street 
resident Barbara Barran. “This 
is a very, very deep concern 
of ours.”

Barran, along with fellow 
16th-Street denizens Nelly 
Isaacson and Laura Ide, orga-
nized the gathering of elected 
officials, cops, shelter workers, 
and a few dozen neighbors at 
Eighth Avenue’s Bishop Board-
man Apartments, where they 
discussed the women’s sup-
posed reefer use and other 
behavioral problems.

Residents of the shelter at 
1402 Eighth Ave. between 
14th and 15th streets, which 
serves women battling addic-

Puff, puff, bash
Slopers slam homeless-shelter residents 
for allegedly lighting up on their blocks

tion and mental illness, turned 
16th Street between Eighth Av-
enue and Prospect Park West 
into their own personal drug 
den about six months ago, ac-
cording to Barran, who claimed 
their brazen pot smoking led 
to other bad behavior.

“Women started stopping 
into the exercise place on my 
block asking to use the bath-
room, asking for money, uri-
nating in the street, and pan-
handling in the neighborhood,” 
the local said.

The recent antics followed 
years of peaceful coexistence 
between community and shel-
ter residents, but there’s no mis-
taking one group for the other 
because the latter “do tend to 
stick out,” Barran said.

Representatives from 
Camba — the social-ser-
vices provider that has oper-
ated the shelter inside the Park 
Slope Armory since 1996 — 
said they’ve expanded security 
patrols on the affected block, 
but that guards haven’t noticed 

any illicit activity while on their 
routines. The absence of visi-
ble proof led the facility’s hon-
chos to question the locals’ an-
ecdotal reports, which did not 
include any hard evidence, ac-
cording to a Camba rep who 
spoke at the meeting.

“I have not heard any reports 
of our staff finding residents in 
the community smoking pot,” 
said Claire Harding-Keefe, 
Camba’s senior vice president. 
“I would question whether or 
not it’s our clients.”

And other locals in atten-
dance slammed their neigh-
bors who set up the event for 
being heartless, claiming the 
organizers spoke of shelter res-
idents “as though they were 
criminals” when making their 
accusations.

“We’re trying to rehabili-
tate these people and I think 
the whole tone of this conver-
sation needs to be a bit more 
sympathetic,” said Park Slope 
resident Richard Bruce.

All parties resolved to com-
municate more openly by the 
end of the gathering, and lo-
cals received a phone num-
ber for the shelter’s director, 
whom they were encouraged 
to report future bad behavior 
to with the promise that se-
curity would be sent pronto 
in order to document and re-
solve any incident, according 
to the Camba rep. 

“The main point was to let 
us know in as real time as pos-
sible, so that we can go out and 
see if it is our clients,” Hard-
ing-Keefe said.

Slopers claimed at an Oct. 4 community meeting 
that residents of the neighborhood’s women’s shel-
ter inside the Park Slope Armory on Eighth Avenue 
are smoking pot on nearby streets and that their 
supposed habit will attract drug dealers.
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By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the root of some nasty 
damage.

A massive tree snapped in 
half on a Ditmas Park residen-
tial street on Monday, crashing 
into the roof of a nearby home, 
knocking off the house’s sec-
ond-floor gutters, and damag-
ing a car parked in the prop-
erty’s driveway, according to 
a passerby. But the toppled 
trunk could have caused even 
worse damage had it fallen in 
the opposite direction, the wit-
ness said.

“Luckily it fell into the yard, 
not the street or the sidewalk, 
because someone could have 
really been hurt,” said Donald 
Loggins, a lifelong area resi-
dent who lives around the cor-
ner from where the tree fell. 
“That thing was big.”

Loggins was walking his 
dog in the nabe around 3:00 
pm when he heard a crunch-
ing sound that prompted him 
to head toward the noise, he 
said. It was very windy at the 
time, according to the local, 
who spotted the fallen tree 
at 27 Dekoven Ct. soon af-
ter hearing it snap.

Leaving a mark

A tree snapped in half on a Ditmas Park residential 
street on Monday, crashing into a car.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Cops are investigating a 
rash of racist letters with swas-
tikas inside that were mailed 
out to law firms in Sheep-
shead Bay, kosher bakeries 
in Borough Park, and other 
businesses throughout the city 
since Sept. 29.

One targeted law firm on 
Voorhies Avenue received the 
offensive missive on the eve 
of one of the most holy Jewish 
holidays — Yom Kippur — 
making the hate crime even 
more disturbing, said a part-
ner at the firm.

“I think the timing was cal-
culated to add more strife and 
grief — shock value,” said 
the attorney, who asked to re-
main anonymous because of 
the nature of the threat. “I feel 
disgusted by it — I under-
stand people harbor hatred, 
but to go through the trouble 
of licking an envelope, and 
placing a stamp, and writ-
ing the address, and send-
ing it in the mail, the act is 
grotesque and disgusting.”

Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D–Borough Park) announced 
on Wednesday that authorities 
in New Jersey arrested a sus-
pect for sending out the big-

Symbols sent to Jewish businesses, prompting probe

Hate comes by mail

Assemblyman Dov Hikind and Avrumi Weiss of Weiss 
Bakery in Borough Park examine the chilling, bigoted 
letter received on Oct. 2.
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oted letters, but cops could 
only confirm that a male per-
son-of-interest is in custody, 
and  that the police depart-
ment’s Hate Crimes Task 
Force is still investigating.

The bigots sent out the let-
ters, which target black, gay, 
and Jewish people, to at least 
seven businesses throughout 
the city from Sept. 29 through 
Oct. 2, according to police.

They invoke President 

Trump’s campaign slogan, 
“Make America Great Again,” 
and they all also include the 
Nazi slogan “Juden Raus,” 
which means “Jews out,” 
and state that “Negroes and 
f------ must burn in hell,”  ac-
cording to photos of the let-
ter shared online .

A second Coney Island 
Avenue law firm received 
the same letter, police said 
— but unfortunately, there 

may be more recipients who 
just haven’t come forward yet, 
according to the attorney at 
the Voorhies Avenue legal of-
fice, who said the frighten-
ing message is a first for him 
and his company.

“I was surprised that this 
would happen in a city like 
New York, where there is such 
a wide diversity of people,” 
he said. “I was quite taken 
aback by this. We don’t know 
if there are others. We’re be-
ing vigilant.”

And in light of horrific 
events unfolding across the 
country, every threatening act 
must be taken seriously, said 
another local pol.

“After what happened in 
Las Vegas, it is important we 
take every perceived threat ex-
tremely seriously. The swas-
tika represents hate, anti-Sem-
itism, and oppression,” said 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay). “It is 
despicable that someone 
would target Jewish busi-
nesses with a symbol of the 
Holocaust, particularly in a 
community where so many 
survivors still live. We can-
not and will not tolerate hatred 
directed at any race, religion, 
ethnicity, or individual.”

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a canine commu-
nion!

Pups and their owners 
gathered before a reverend in 
a garden at Brooklyn Heights’ 
Plymouth Church on Oct. 4 to 
partake in the house of wor-
ship’s annual Blessing of the 
Animals, and the owner of a 
wounded pooch in attendance 
hoped the clergyman’s prayer 
would heal her tail-wagger’s 
body in addition to his spirit.

“Bubble was injured re-
cently, so I thought it was a 
good reason to take him to 
the blessing,” said Brook-
lyn Heights resident Juanita 

Heavenly creatures
Dharmazi, who came with her 
7-year-old dachshund.

Bubble, whose breed is 
known for having notoriously 
fragile backs, is not supposed 
to jump, but has taken to leap-
ing anyway and hurt himself 
after a recent hop, according 
to his mom, who said she’s 
counting on the man upstairs 
to keep him safe in the years 
to come.

Clergy perform the ritual 
each year at churches across 
the country to commemorate 
the Oct. 4 feast day of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, the patron saint 
of animals. Plymouth Church’s 
senior minister Rev. Brett 
Younger blessed each of the 
attending canines after deliv-
ering a brief sermon, and then 
participants of all species cel-
ebrated by sharing a spread of 
human and dog treats.

Rev. Brett Younger held 9-year-old Shih Tzu, Harry, 
after blessing the pup.
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures Designed to Make 
the Best First Impression Possible

No one forgets an incredible smile. Do you feel like you have the best smile possible? 
Do you feel confi dent & attractive when you smile and laugh?

If there are a few tiny imperfections keeping you from achieving a beautiful smile, come see cosmetic dentist. 
Dr Lichter has helped all kinds of patients create the smiles of their dreams. 

He and his team deliver cosmetic dentistry that will undoubtedly give you the smile you’ve always wanted.

Porcelain Veneers 

Periodontal Plastic Surgery

Porcelain Crowns

Designed as an alternative to traditional 
braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced 
teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of 
clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s 
teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for 
patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile 
and function of their bite. 

Whiter Teeth 
in Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening 
has become an essential part 

of personal maintenance. 
When you have a set of stunning 
pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce 

or at-home whitening, 
we have a brilliant solution for you.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, 
creating a seamless and beautiful smile. 
As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and 
replacement of dental implants. His goal is 
a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL 
IMPLANTS 
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

PORCELAIN 
VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about 
porcelain veneers. Porcelain veneers are known to be the most 
durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for a 
plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust 
the alignment, shape, and size of your current teeth. They’ll 
completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down 
time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, 
gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

®

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours 

Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.JosephLichterDDS.com
Call us today 

for a convenient appointment 

1420 Ave. P., 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229
Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.

718.339.7878

200 Madison Ave. 
Suite 2201

New York, NY 10016

212.683.2530

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a race against 
slime!

Dozens of brave boaters 
piloting canoes and kayaks 
launched their vessels into 
the Gowanus Canal on Oct. 
7 for an annual race on the fetid 
waterway. This year’s contest 
drew stiff competition, but one 
sludge-farer came with a strat-
egy that led his motley crew 
to finish near the top.

“We paddled as fast as we 
could, stayed near the front of 
the pack, and yelled like pi-
rates,” said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident Tim Gamble, 
whose “Sewer Sharks” team 
took third place in the Gow-
anus Challenge.

Approximately 40 people 
turned out for the showdown 
hosted by boating club, the 
Gowanus Dredgers, which re-
quired participants to traverse 
a treacherous, toxic route from 
the group’s Second-Street 
dock to the Hamilton Ave-
nue Bridge and back.

Gamble’s band of maraud-
ers rowed the murky canal in 
a canoe adorned with toy rats 
hanging from its sides, which 
looked like rodents abandon-
ing the ship. Another squad’s 
members donned Hazmat suits 
in an homage to the  polluted 
waterway , and other rac-

Splashing in sludge

ers wore crocheted octo-
pus masks in a do-it-your-
self tribute to creatures of 
the deep.

The boating association 
holds the event each year to 
raise money and awareness 
for the canal, a Superfund 
site that  workers hired by the 
federal government began 
cleaning in 2016 . Organizers 
pooled together more than 
$6,000 at the event, which 
they will put towards pro-
gramming — including free 
canoe rides that the group 
offers every summer — as 
well as operating costs and 

Boaters hit the Gowanus Canal for the annual Gowanus Challenge race.
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Brave boaters risk ‘Gowanus Challenge’

Teammates Matty Smith, 
left, and Pete Raho got a 
workout rowing through 
the fetid waterway.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

ri
n 

Le
fe

vr
e

upgrading the club’s web-
site, according to one of its 
directors, Owen Foote.

The Dredger, who com-
peted with his mother, said 
the duo was on the fast 
track to victory until a ves-
sel helmed by staffers from 
2-year-old neighborhood bar-
becue joint, Pig Beach, cut 
them off, upsetting the pair 
of veteran paddlers.

“Despite our experience 
of more than 130 years of 
canoeing, we still weren’t 
able to take first place,” 
Foote said.

The race drew boaters 
from near and far, including 
teams from Red Hook, North 
Brooklyn, Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Queens, the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan, and bu-
colic Staten Island.

Afterwards, the naviga-
tors of Brooklyn’s Nautical 
Purgatory partied in the 
Dredgers’ new Second-Street 
boathouse, sinking beers and 
listening to tunes by the 
Tiki Brothers, whose spe-
cial, Gowanus-themed take 
on The Standells’ hit “Dirty 
Water” was the perfect way 
to cap a wacky day on the 
canal, Foote said.

“Gowanus has always 
been quirky and interest-
ing, and that’s the take-
away,” he said.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

These youngsters are ped-
aling change! 

Kings County kids strapped 
on helmets and hopped on 
bikes for a ride through Pros-
pect Park’s meager rush-hour 
traffic on Oct. 9, dedicating 
the morning of their Colum-
bus-Day holiday to advocate 
for a ban of cars from Brook-
lyn’s Backyard. But the pint-
sized progressives, who par-
ents claim loathe sharing the 
park with drivers, still fell vic-
tim to an age-old political ma-
neuver in making their state-
ment, according to a mom.

“There was a little bribe in-
volved,” said Hilda Cohen, a 

Activism in miniature
Child cyclists, parents, push for car-free Prospect Park

Fort Greene mom of two who 
promised breakfast burritos as 
a reward. “But that’s kids.”

Some 25 children, parents, 
and transit advocates joined 
Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) to pedal along 

the meadow’s East and West 
drives to push for the vehic-
ular prohibition.

This summer,  Mayor De-
Blasio enacted a temporary 
ban on cars from the East 
Drive  following their per-

manent exile from the West 
Drive in 2015, but  the road 
reopened to early-morning, 
Downtown-bound traffic last 
month  while the city studies 
the potential impact of an in-
definite ban.

Anti-car proponents and 
park lovers argue that the 
vehicles put cyclists and pe-
destrians at risk and for little 
benefit, according to a tran-
sit advocate, who said the re-
cent East-Drive closure min-
imally affected surrounding 
traffic.

“There weren’t really any 
issues with the trial closing,” 
said Eric McClure, execu-
tive director of political ac-
tion committee, StreetsPAC. 
“There are not a lot of people 
driving through the park at this 
point, and they’ll be able to 
find other ways to get around 
when the road closes.”

Most tots 12 and under may 
not be jumping out of bed to 
push for legislative change, 
but kids can feel their parents’ 
frustration over pedaling be-
side motorists in the park, Co-
hen said, and know the lawn 
would be safer without mov-
ing vehicles in it.

“I get really crazy and 
scared when there are cars in 
the park, and they’re thinking 
about that. They said it was 
much better when there was no 
traffic in it,” she said. “ ‘You 
don’t yell as much, mom,’ they 
said. Kids totally get it.”

Some 25 kids, parents, and transit activists rode along the East and West drives 
in Brooklyn’s Backyard on Columbus-Day morning to push for a car-free park.
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Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

He can finally take a 
bow!

An 82-year-old Brooklyn-
Heights composer will debut a 
self-penned show with two Oc-
tober performances at a city op-
era house, and the profession-
ally staged production contains 
one component that he said le-
gitimizes the decades he spent 
perfecting his craft.

“There’s a classic observa-
tion that, without an audience, 
you are nothing,” said Rich-
ard Alan White. “I would go 
to concerts and I was always 
fascinated by the audience’s 
wrapped expression. I would 
look at all these people, and 
they were so involved.”

Players from the Center for 
Contemporary Opera, a Man-
hattan theater group, will take 
the stage at the outer borough’s 
National Opera Center to per-

form the first act of White’s 
work, “Hester,” on Oct. 12 
and 15.

The composer, who lives in 
a Catholic Charities-run build-
ing at 55 Pierrepont St., began 
working on the opera — which 
is inspired by the novel “The 
Scarlet Letter” and its protago-
nist, Hester Prynne — in 1981, 
24 years after he received a 
master’s degree in music com-
position from Columbia Uni-
versity in Manhattan. White re-
turned to Columbia that year to 
work as a security guard after 
struggling to find employment 
as a composer for some time, 
and said he began to orches-
trate the show’s melodies dur-
ing his campus patrols.

“The job gave me some 
free time for ideas to perco-
late,” he said. “I remember go-
ing home afterward and sing-
ing a theme going through my 
head. I hummed the tune to a 
sergeant and asked, ‘Have you 

It’s the performance of his lifetime
Octogenarian composer from B’Heights debuts his inaugural opera

without aid from his daugh-
ter, Rebecca White, who was 
born the same year he started 
working at Columbia and be-
gan to help him make music 
when she was a tot.

“One time I was trying to 
work on the piano and she sat 
on my lap, banging on the keys. 
The only way I could play was 
to reach around her,” White 
said. “And I used some of that 
material in the opera.”

He continues to compose, 
arrange, and write works even 
as his decades-in-the-making 
opera debuts, using a piano at 
the senior center near his build-
ing because the one in his apart-
ment is out of tune, he said. And 
being recognized for his talent 
now is a powerful reminder to 
never give up on your dreams, 
White said.

“It’s not that it’s never too 
late to finish something, but 
it’s never too late to start some-
thing,” he said.

heard that before?’ and he said, 
‘No, no I haven’t.’ ”

The songbird — a New 
Hampshire native who also re-
ceived a music history degree 

from the University of New 
Hampshire and studied at New 
York City’s arts academy, Jul-
liard — said creating “Hester” 
would not have been possible 

Brooklyn Heights resident Richard Alan White, 82, 
debuts his show “Hester” with two performances 
at a city opera house this month.
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Come to Brooklyn Arts, 
Where Arts and Academics Take Center Stage

Brooklyn Arts is the Hub of FRESH NEW TALENT
in NYC, located in the heart of Brooklyn

next to the Barclay’s Center.

Brooklyn
Auditions

Wed. 11/15 at 4pm
Sat. 11/18 at 9am
Wed. 12/06 at 4pm
Sat. 12/09 at 9am

345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-855-2412  •  www.BrooklynArtsHS.nyc

B R O O K LY N  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  A R T S

Open House: Wed. 10/25 at 6pm

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?
You’ve looked under the couch,  
the coffee table and your favorite  
recliner. Found one remote, but  
where are the other two?

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from 
the holder.

2) Remove the dots 
from the adhesive 
backing and apply as 
needed to the back of 
your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional 
remotes to the holder 
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

ing is to be allowed, it should 
be strictly monitored, and it is 
not,” she said. “Illegal barbed 
hooks are still being used and 
fishing line is still being care-
lessly discarded, despite the 
receptacles provided.”

The city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation is re-
sponsible for enforcing the 
green space’s fishing rules, 
according to a spokesman for 
New York state’s Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion. But state environmental-
conservation officers some-
times patrol city parks in 
search of violations related 
to fishing and other activi-
ties, he said.

The swan died just weeks 
after the state conservation 
agency announced  a non-le-
thal plan to control the water-
fowl’s population in Southern 
Brooklyn , which recommends 
using tactics including coat-
ing eggs in oil and destroy-
ing nests to manage the non-
native birds.

Continued from page 1

LAKE...

I 
always wanted to be the 
girl I was last Saturday 
night.
It was my 25th college re-

union, and I said to a friend, 
“This is awesome. We’ve all 
finally gotten comfortable 
with who we are.”

This reunion, I brought my 
older son to tour the North-
western campus. I brought 
both boys to the North-
western-Penn State Game. 
I brought my husband. And, 
this time around, I actually 
brought my real self.

I was present. I stayed pres-
ent with the emotions that 
welled up in me as I encoun-
tered people who taught me 
about relationships and about 
myself. This time, I thought 
not about any loneliness or 
rejections. I thought over-
whelmingly of the love.

I thought of how things 
might be even better for my 
kids in college, how they 
might come even sooner to 
comfort with themselves. 
There was talk on the tour 
of emotional well-being, of 
finding a good balance be-
tween academics and fun. 
They told us about a “ Mar-
riage 101 ” class that has been 
talked about in the media. 

Such an evolution cheers 
me. There should be more pro-
grams and classes in place to 
talk about the importance of 
self-expression and relation-
ships more openly than we did 
in the late ’80s and early ’90s. 
It thrills me to think we’re 
waking up to the fact that fig-
uring oneself and one’s place 
in the world vis-à-vis other 
people is tricky, and bears 
looking at — a lot. 

As we embark on the col-
lege search for my eldest, I 
am so glad to have had this 
reunion of mine at the be-
ginning. I need to remem-
ber what is most important 
about this time. Is it the course 
work, the place, the teachers? 
Sure, but of course, it is also 
so much about the people and 
finding an environment plac-
ing great importance on help-
ing young adults connect with 
themselves and others. This is 

Looking back, and forward, at college

what seems most valuable in 
the wake of a weekend spent 
connecting with the kids I met 
on a lawn 25 years ago, peo-
ple I am still thrilled to see, to 
speak to, and to dance crazily 
with late into the night like 
we never left that place.

I can feel it in my heart: col-
lege is a place to learn how to 
connect. It is a time to tune in 
to yourself, to drum up ideas 
about who you are apart from 
those people who brought you 
into the world. College is a 
time to find people you ad-

mire and want to emulate, peo-
ple from very different places 
who nonetheless value what 
you value, and who can see 
great possibilities for their 
lives, and yours. 

A quarter-century later, the 
Class of 1992 has more hard-
won wisdom. There have been 
many disappointments like 
dashed career dreams, messy 
divorces, and difficulties with 
our delightful progeny. But as 
I left the stadium parking lot 
alone and set out on a long con-
templative walk in the rain, I 

thought about it. What was 
it that had helped us all get 
through our days, and that al-
lowed us to gather now, with 
overwhelming gratitude? 

The rain pelted at the 
hood of my jacket, loud and 
hard against my right ear. I 
laughed. It was resilience. Not 
just against the harsh elements 
— which there were plenty 
of along Sheridan Road and 
that lakeside campus — but 
against rejections and rebuffs, 
against any harsh words or 
rude looks or people who 
chose others over you. Those 
people who gathered now, 25 
years later, have chosen to 
look back with fondness, to 
look forward with hope. 

There was a student com-
ing toward me along Sheridan, 
the only other soul around 
caught in the squall. He was 
equally soaked but walking 

slowly, resigned with his sit-
uation. I smiled. 

“This is kinda awesome, 
huh?” I said. He laughed. 

“Well, that’s choosing to 
look at the glass half full…” 
he said.

I nodded. 
“What else can you do?” 

I said. “Here we are.” 
It was on this same soil so 

many years before, waking 
on winter mornings to freez-
ing windchill and snowy bliz-
zards, walking through blus-
tery conditions to class, that 
I’d cemented some of that 
sunny resilience. 

What else can we do but 
face what we face, and learn to 
connect with the other brave 
souls who face the same? 

These are the lessons I 
hope my kids will learn in 
college. 

Like I did. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

www.brfcu.org
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Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a buffet of biblical 
proportions!

Hundreds of people flooded 
a Williamsburg street on Oct. 
8 for Columbus-Day Giglio, 
a scaled-down version of the 
 massive feast that neighbor-
hood Catholics celebrate for 
several days each July . And 
even though the party didn’t 
last as long as its summer 
counterpart, there was still 
plenty of food to go around, 
according to the leader of a 
nearby public-housing com-
plex.

“I ate myself into obliv-
ion,” said Cora Austin, presi-
dent of the Lindsay Park ten-
ants association.

Austin spent the day de-
vouring her way down Lo-
rimer Street, munching on 
clams, oysters, sausage, spa-
ghetti and meatballs, baked 
ziti, pizza, and garlic knots, 
all of which she washed down 
with plenty of wine from area 

DIVINE DINING
Bklynites chow down on Italian feast at 
W’burg Columbus-Day Giglio celebration

restaurants, she said.
 A group of Italian Wil-

liamsburgers began staging 
the one-day Giglio reprise 
ahead of Columbus Day six 
years ago , attempting to create 
a more intimate version of the 
annual summertime extrava-
ganza that immigrants who 

migrated from Nola, Italy to 
the nabe started celebrating 
more than a century ago to 
honor St. Paulinus, who hailed 
from their tiny town.

The sister party’s cen-
terpiece is a 45-foot Giglio 
tower — a little more than 
half the size of the main cel-

ebration’s 80-foot structure 
— comprised of scaffolding 
adorned with papier mâché 
and colorful decorations, 
which is hoisted in the air 
by a crew of men called the 
“Giglio Boys Club.”

After watching the big lift, 
Austin worked off some of 

her super-sized supper by 
dancing to Italian music in 
the street, where she soaked 
up the memorable day’s last 
moments, she said.

“It was a great affair,” Aus-
tin said. “It’s just wonderful 
for the people in the com-
munity.”
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(Above) Aura Rivera and Cora Austin, right, enjoyed 
some clams. (Right) Giglio Boys Club members hoist 
the massive tower into the air.
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Afford
everyone a 
smoke-free
start
Secondhand smoke is a known cause of 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, ear 
infections and asthma attacks in infants 
and children. While many luxury 
apartment buildings are now 
smoke-free, affordable housing 
residents often endure daily exposure 
from neighboring apartments. 

It is critical that affordable housing go 
smoke-free so that all, including the 
youngest and most vulnerable, can live 
healthy lives free from the dangers of 
secondhand smoke. 

To learn more about implementing 
smoke-free protections, 
visit nycsmokefree.org


