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Your World  — Your News

Reporter Lauren Gill explored the Gowanus Canal by boat.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Mayor DeBlasio had little patience for 
residents at his town hall in Brooklyn 
Heights on Oct. 18, repeatedly cutting 
off people taking more than 30 seconds 
to ask their questions, and then chas-
tising city officials near the end of the 
night for not doing enough to move the 
session along. 

Hizzoner hosted the event — his 40th 
since taking office — to give residents 
an opportunity to ask questions and air 
their complaints. But he appeared to be 
weary of the affair from the outset, tak-
ing a crack at the first questioner after 
he spent a half-minute prefacing his in-
quiry about the city’s plans for the newly 
acquired Bushwick Inlet Park. 

“This is the first time I get to say it,” 
he said. “What’s your question?” 

Before the questioning began, Coun-
cilman Steve Levin (D–Boerum Hill) 
laid out the rules for the evening: attend-
ees could ask just one question, should 
not go into a long preamble, and be con-
scientious of their neighbors’ and the 
mayor’s time. 

In roughly 2.5 hours, he fielded ques-
tions about local issues such as women-
only swim time at Williamsburg’s Met-
ropolitan Recreation Center, the streetcar 
that will run from Sunset Park to Queens, 
and weekend construction on the new 
Brooklyn Heights library. 

But not all issues were treated equally 
— the fourth person of the night to take 
the mic, a public-housing resident named 
Jackie, launched into a query about 
her apartment complex before DeBla-
sio stopped her when she dared to blitz 
him with several questions. 

“Be careful, it’s one question per per-
son,” he said. “We have a lot of people, 
just clarify your question.” 

The mayor then shifted his tone com-
pletely and became almost giddy when 
the next person, a student, asked him 
about how New York is going to fight cli-
mate change now that President Trump 
pulled out of the Paris climate accord, an 
agreement by countries around the world 

DeCRANKY-O
Mayor cuts off questions, chides aides at town hall

Mayor DeBlasio had little time for 
tomfoolery and questions that 
took longer than 30 seconds to 
ask at his town hall in Brooklyn 
Heights on Oct. 18.
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to battle the warming earth.
“Thank you very much, excellent 

question,” he said approvingly, followed 
by a lengthy explanation that included 
him calling it “an existential issue.” 

DeBlasio also didn’t hesitate to ad-
monish a resident who disagreed with 
him about a proposal for rezoning the 
former Pfizer site in Williamsburg, which 
activists say favors the Hasidic Jewish 
population  over Latinos and blacks . 

“You’re shaking your head, I would 
advise you to listen to the answer be-

fore you judge,” Hizzoner said to her as 
she disapprovingly nodded.

DeBlasio appeared in good spirits 
at the beginning of the evening when 
announcing several improvements for 
District 33, which covers Downtown, 
Brooklyn Heights, Dumbo, Boerum Hill, 
WIlliamsburg, Greenpoint, and parts 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant and Gowanus, 
at one point declaring that it is “very, 
very difficult to dislike” Levin. 

But as the town hall progressed and 
the crowd dwindled, he became increas-
ingly irritated, at one point uncomfort-
ably reprimanding Gary Belkin, a deputy 
executive commissioner at the Depart-
ment of Health, for not promptly report-
ing to the microphone to respond to a 
question about lead. 

“Why are you all the way in the back 
Gary?” he said. “When you hear your 
topic called please come and stand next 
to me.” 

He even seemed to lose his patience 
with Department of Transportation Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg while she 
tried to explain the city’s difficulties 
separating riders and pedestrians on the 
Brooklyn Bridge to a cyclist, interrupt-
ing after just 15 seconds.

“Punchline?!” he said, before she com-
pleted her answer that the city can’t just 
paint the bike lanes green because it needs 
to get approval from the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission first.

DeBlasio promised to hold a town hall 
in each of the 51 council districts dur-
ing his first term, and has been pack-
ing them in the months before the gen-
eral election in November, most recently 
holding the get-togethers in  Williams-
burg  and  Sheepshead Bay .

He endured another night of Brook-
lynites’ questions at a town hall for res-
idents living in Gowanus, Cobble Hill, 
Carroll Gardens, Windsor Terrace, Kens-
ington, and Park Slope on Oct. 26.

And he also called Brooklyn home 
this week when “City Hall in your Bor-
ough” moved into town from Oct. 23 to 
27, with photo ops and events around 
Kings County.

Our reporter canoes the notorious Gowanus Canal

Hell or high water

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Give it an A for paying at-
tention. 

The new Downtown school the 
city announced in July will be a 
much-needed elementary school, 
Mayor DeBlasio revealed at a town 
hall-meeting in Brooklyn Heights 
on Oct. 18. 

“I want to formally an-
nounce that this will be an ele-
mentary school,” Hizzoner said 
at the packed session for Dis-

trict 33 residents, which encom-
passes Downtown, Boerum Hill, 
Dumbo, Brooklyn Heights, Vin-
egar Hill, Williamsburg, and 
Greenpoint.

The Department of Education 
this summer  told residents  that 
developer JEMB Realty will be 
building a six-story school for 
332 students inside of its  high-
end office building at 420 Al-
bee Square West  between Ful-
ton and Willoughby streets, but 
didn’t say which youngsters the 

learning house will serve. 
Local parents and Councilman 

Steve Levin (D–Boerum Hill) 
hoped the city would build an el-
ementary school to provide seats 
for the influx of kids moving into 
the booming neighborhood, a 
result of a 2004 rezoning that 
brought a bounty of residential 
towers to the neighborhood. 

The problem grew so bad 
that Borough President Adams 
deemed in 2015 there would be 
a “ school capacity crisis ” if the 

Elementary, my dear Downtowners, elementary

Six floors of this soon-to-
come Downtown office 
building will be reserved for 
a new elementary school.

New tower will house a needed primary school city didn’t start building more pri-
mary schools Downtown.

The head of the area Commu-
nity Education Council, an advi-
sory panel that liaises between 
the Department of Education and 
parents in District 13, cheered 
the news and said it’s the right 
move to help start tackling the 
nabe’s stuffed youngster school 
market. 

“I think it’s great,” said Ayanna 
Behin, president of the council. 
“It makes sense to turn it into 
an elementary school because 
of the overcrowding going on 
Downtown.” 

But she wants to make sure that 
the new school doesn’t just serve 
rich, white kids moving into the 
nearby high-rises and said it’s im-
portant that school officials work 
to avoid that when deciding which 
youngsters will be zoned into the 
institution. 

“We’re trying to make sure that 
the district is integrated racially 
and socioeconomically,” she said. 
“We hope that they take that into 
account when planning.” 

The developer filed permits for 
the 36-story tower in September, 
and  construction is expected to 
begin soon . 

CLASS
ACTION

This’ll teach ’em!

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This ban is a walk in the 
park!

Mayor DeBlasio on Monday 
permanently banned cars inside 
Brooklyn’s Backyard beginning 
in January, claiming bikers, jog-
gers, and nature-lovers deserve a 
sanctuary from the hazards and 
racket of the morning rush. 

“Restoring Prospect Park as 
a car-free oasis will improve the 
lives of the millions who use this 
park today and of generations to 
come,” Hizzoner said.

Downtown-bound motorists 
are currently allowed on the mead-
ow’s East Drive from 7 to 9 am on 
weekdays, and drivers who rely 
on the route have until Jan. 2 to 
suss out a detour. The indefinite 
exile follows a  summer-long ban 
on traffic from the road , during 
which the city’s transportation 

department studied the embar-
go’s effects on area streets. 

Analysts are still review-
ing data from the park’s com-
pletely-car-free trial, but DeBlasio 
moved forward with the prohibi-
tion claiming the temporary ban’s 
effect on traffic was negligible 
and that enough people supported 
it to give drivers the boot.

 The mayor axed Coney Island–
bound vehicles from the park’s 
West Drive in 2015 , and his tran-
sit experts said the fallout from 
that closure — a roughly 1-min-
ute delay on alternate routes — is 
comparable to what East-Drive 

commuters can expect when the 
thoroughfare shutters.

Transportation department 
honchos estimate that the park’s 
early-bird bikers and pedestri-
ans outnumber its motorists by 
roughly three to one, and more 
than 1,000 park-lovers signed a 
petition demanding a permanent 
vehicle ban following the sum-
mer-long embargo.

And once cars are gone for 
good, park-users who once shied 
away from the East Drive during 
the morning rush will f lock to 
the meadow, according to a local 
bike advocate and mom.

“I know a lot of kids who bike 
to school, but they don’t typically 
go through the park because of 
the cars,” said Hilda Cohen, a 
member of pro-cyclist group 
Kidical Mass who lives in Fort 
Greene with her 15 and 12-year-
old. “It will have an impact on 

many people.”
Popular support for exiling all 

vehicles from Prospect Park was 
not always in such high demand 
and, as recently as 2008,  ardent 
pro-bike groups struggled to advo-
cate for a prohibition . But the city 
has become friendlier to cyclists 
in recent years, and this summer’s 
ban on cars from the East Drive 
— the first time since the inven-
tion of the automobile that mo-
torists couldn’t cruise Prospect 
Park — in addition to  children-led 
anti-car rallies  and  efforts by ra-
dar-gun-toting bicycle advocates,  
showed the time was right to evict 
drivers once and for all, accord-
ing to Cohen.

“Ten years ago this was a small 
campaign, and now there’s really 
no opposition to it,” she said.

And even some car-users wel-
comed the ban, according to one 
driver, who said she often fre-

Victory against four-wheels
Mayor permanently exiles cars from P’Park, staring in January

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

quents the park without her car 
and welcomed the mayor’s an-
nouncement. 

“I am a driver and I also ride my 
bike in the park a lot for exercise. 
I have no problem with there be-

ing no cars in the park,” said Kate 
U., who lives in Ditmas Park. “I’m 
happy to hear the news.”

Mayor DeBlasio announced on Monday that vehicles will be banned from Prospect Park 
starting in January, when the East Drive will be permanently closed to traffic.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 J
ul

ie
 J

ac
o

b
so

n

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I’ve covered Gowanus for nearly 
two years and written countless sto-
ries about its namesake canal. But I al-
ways opted to observe its toxic waters 
from a safe distance, high above on es-
planades and bridges. That was until 
a founder of the Gowanus Dredgers, 
a canoe club that teaches people about 
the waterway by offering free boat-
ing tours, invited me to set sail on the 
sludgy stream. As someone who be-
lieves the best way to learn about any 
subject is by immersing myself in it, I 
decided to step into a canoe and liter-
ally do just that.

The Gowanus Canal is a Superfund 
site, meaning it is so contaminated that 
the federal government stepped in to 
clean it up. Polluters recklessly poured 
heavy metals, pesticides, and oil into 
the channel, and raw sewage gushes 
into it during storms because the city’s 
infrastructure can’t handle all of the 
water passing through it. Needless to 
say, it’s not a the first destination one 
thinks of for a boat ride.

At around 6 pm on Oct. 20, I arrived 
at the Dredgers’ boathouse on Bond and 

Second streets, which is located inside 
the 365 Bond luxury-apartment com-
plex built by the developer, Lightstone 
Group. This is the same developer that 
markets its swanky digs with photos of 
20-somethings dangling their feet over 
the Gowanus Canal’s fetid water and 
that  publishes its own newspaper , The 
Gowilla, which ran an article last year 
declaring the neighborhood the “Venice 
of Brooklyn.” It was not satire.

I met Owen Foote, one of the origi-
nal Dredgers and an expert on the ca-
nal who would be leading my expedi-
tion, upon entering the boathouse. I 
then strapped on a life vest and signed 

See GOWANUS  on page 11
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New York City Transit Workers
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454 Fifth Ave. 
Bet. 9th & 10th St.

Brooklyn 
718-768-0600

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Happy birthday Prospect 
Park!

A dirt-smeared crew of lo-
cal volunteers and park work-
ers celebrated Prospect Park’s 
150th anniversary with a hum-
ble tree-planting party on Oct. 
19 in a historically neglected 
corner of Brooklyn’s Back-
yard, marking the day when 
it opened in 1867 with a gift 
for future generations, accord-
ing to the green space’s head 

caretaker.
“We’ve been celebrating 

all year, but to mark the ac-
tual day we did want to do 
something special,” said Sue 
Donoghue, president of the 
Prospect Park Alliance. “The 
work we’re doing here is for 
the next 150 years.”

The team at the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which main-
tains the borough’s beloved 
meadow, worked hard to 
ensure that all of Brooklyn 
learns about the park’s im-

pressive old age, and nearly 
every event, initiative, and 
art installation organized by 
the group this year has been 
dedicated to the park’s 150th 
anniversary. But the lawn’s 
biggest fans — a few dozen 
regular volunteers — cele-
brated Prospect’s big day by 
planting more than 300 na-
tive trees, shrubs, and other 
perennial green things in the 
Vale of Cashmere.

The volunteers, who were 
paid in cake and coffee, toiled 

over a roughly two-acre cor-
ner of land located near the 
East Drive, installing sprigs 
and saplings of plant species 
that included tulip trees, oaks, 
sugar maples, dogwood, and 
witch hazel, among others. 

Those volunteers will ulti-
mately plant more than 20,000 
green things throughout the 
vale, but on that day they 
honored the foresight of the 
park’s founders, ensuring 
their contribution to Brook-
lyn is maintained, according 

GOOD PROSPECTS!
Locals celebrate park’s 150th birthday by planting trees

to one park lover.
“We look back at what they 

did in a 1867 and we think 
about their farsightedness in 
setting aside this incredible 
piece of land,” said Brian Sul-
livan, a Park-Slope resident 
and park volunteer. “But we 
forget that was 150 years ago 
and that investment needs to 
be replenished by the succeed-
ing generations.”

Their work followed the 
end of a two-year effort dur-
ing which the Prospect Park 
Alliance  contracted a team 
of weed-eating goats  to clear 
out a few thousand square feet 
of poison ivy and other un-
wanted vegetation.

And on the evening of Oct. 
19, the Empire State Build-
ing  was lit green in honor of 
the park .

Park Slope resident Brian Sullivan helped plant trees at Prospect Park on Oct. 
19 in honor of the green space’s 150th birthday.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Well, well, well!
Construction crews un-

covered a well beneath the 
ground in Boerum Hill that 
may be a leftover from a Rev-
olutionary-War fort, a find 
that one neighbor said is re-
markable for its discovery 
and origin.

“This is very unusual, it’s 
revolutionary in more ways 
that one,” said Boerum-
Hill resident Bill Harris, 
who received word of the 
well from workers digging 
on the corner of Pacific and 
Bond streets.

Crews from the city’s De-
partment of Design and Con-
struction were preparing the 
area for the installation of 
a new pedestrian ramp last 
week when they unearthed 
the cistern, according to 
Harris, who said it is lined 

History, well preserved
Watering hole found in B’Hill may date to Revolution

Workers uncovered this well beneath the ground in Boerum Hill last week.
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with stone and believed to 
be four-stories deep — the 
same height as the block’s 
brownstones.

Workers discovered the 
well in the same place that 

Continental-Army troops 
erected  Fort Box  — on Pa-
cific Street near Bond Street 
— in an attempt to fend off 
the invading British during 
the Revolution. But the Red-

coats took the area during the 
 Battle of Brooklyn , capturing 
and then destroying the de-
fense, but evidently sparing 
its drinking source, which re-
mains in good enough shape 

that passersby can still see wa-
ter at the bottom of it today.

Now that crews unearthed 
the relic, the city will bring in 
an expert to get to the bottom 
of the well’s history, accord-
ing to a design-and-construc-
tion agency spokeswoman, 
who said the area was closed 
off to protect the centuries-
old infrastructure.

“We are in the process of 
securing an archaeologist to 
further investigate the well’s 
origins,” said Crystal San-
tos. “In the meantime, the 
site has been secured and we 
instructed the contractor not 
to disturb it.”

And Harris said he’s cur-
rently brainstorming with 
neighbors about how to in-
form passing pedestrians 
of the discovery and what 
they can do to safeguard it. 
The group has considered a 
steel plate and clear material 
as possible protectors, and 
hopes some of the structure 
will end up in a museum one 
day, according to the local, 
who said there is no clear so-
lution at the moment.

“It’s all very, very up in the 
air right now,” he said.

If experts determine the 
well is in fact from the Rev-
olution, it would be the latest 
relic from that era to be dis-
covered recently in the area. 
In August,  workers found a 
cannonball in the backyard of 
a Brooklyn Heights home  that 
was likely uncovered during 
an excavation of the lot, and 
historians claimed dates to 
the Revolutionary War.

is awesome
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WE DO INSTALLATIONS!

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cops are searching for 
three baddies who stole a guy’s 
headphones and another vic-
tim’s bicycle while pretend-
ing to have a gun on Wash-
ington Park on Oct. 20.

The victims were by Myrtle 
Avenue at 10:04 pm when the 
creeps asked where they were 
from and then snarled, “We 
should shoot them,” while one 
of the thieves simulated hav-
ing a gun in his waistband, 
according to a report. 

The jerks then grabbed one 

of their victim’s headphones 
and another’s bicycle and fled, 
authorities said.

Empty handed
Cops cuffed two guys who 

allegedly tried to hold up a 
teenager by threatening they 
had a firearm on Fort Greene 
Place on Oct. 18.

The victim was near Fulton 
Street at 4:45 pm when two fel-
low teens approached him and 
told him they had a gun, police 
said. One punk then started 
searching the guy’s pockets 
but didn’t remove anything 
and ran away, after which au-
thorities arrested them, ac-

Trio steals tech and bike using phantom gun
guy in McLaughlin Park on 
Jay Street on Oct. 20.

The teenage victim was 
in the playground near Til-
lary Street at 2:15 pm when 
the trio surrounded him and 
one of them hissed, “If you 
make any noise you may get 
hurt.” 

The second pirate put his 
hands in the guy’s back pokcet 
and took his wallet, and the 
group ran toward Jay Street, 
according to a report. 

Snatch and dash 
A pair of weasels stole 

$10,000 from a woman on Wil-
loughby Street on Oct. 16.

The jerks took the massive 
wad of cash from the 61-year-
old lady while she was near 
Bridge Street at 1:58 pm, then 
fled, authorities said.

Train drama 
Cops cuffed a guy who al-

legedly stole a man’s phone 
after shouting obscene state-
ments to several passengers 
aboard a Crown Heights-
bound 4 train on Oct. 18.

The victim was on the train 
near Borough Hall Station at 
1:18 am when the suspect al-
legedly started yelling at pas-
sengers and then proceeded 
to walk over to him, snatch 
his phone from his hand, and 
throw it on the ground, break-
ing it. 

The suspect also shoved 
the victim before getting off 
the train, cops said. 

Knocked down 
Some punk attacked a 

woman and stole her phone 
on Plaza West on Oct. 16.

The 21-year-old woman 
was strolling by Clinton Street 
at 7:05 pm when the bruiser 
dragged her to the ground, 
stomped on her shoulder, and 
grabbed her $1,000 iPhone 6 
Plus, according to a report.

Teamwork 
A crew of cads teamed 

up against a woman to steal 
her phone on Hoyt Street on 
Oct. 16.

The victim told police she 
was near Schermerhorn Street 
when the four brutes force-
fully grabbed her phone by 
restraining her right arm and 
snatching the device out of 
her other hand. 
 — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Three-way fight
Three men were arrested 

for brawling with each other 
inside a Nevins Street park-
ing lot on Oct. 15.

The suspects were involved 
in a shouting match inside the 
lot between Union and Car-
roll streets at 6 am, which 
turned violent after the men 
began beating each other with 
metal pipes and baseball bats, 
cops said.

Following the fracas, 
cops arrived and arrested 
everybody, and charged all 
three men with assault, po-
lice said.

Hit the bottle
Patrolmen arrested a police 

detective after finding him 
allegedly drunk and passed 
out behind the wheel of his 
idling car on Montgomery 
Street on Oct. 21.

The off-duty sleuth was 
near Eighth Avenue at 8:39 
am when he was spotted un-
conscious in the driver’s seat 
of his car, which had its en-
gine running. 

When police requested their 
colleague submit to a Breatha-
lyzer test, he refused and was 
charged with driving while in-
toxicated, cops said.

The detective has been sus-
pended without pay, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the po-
lice department.

Bag man
Cops arrested an 18-year-

old man for his part in a Union 
Street purse snatching on 
Oct. 15.

The victim told police 
she was near Grand Army 
Plaza at 2 am, when the sus-
pect and an accomplice ran 
up and grabbed her bag, along 
with her expensive iPhone, 
before fleeing.

Patrolmen picked up their 
suspect later that day, but the 
woman was unable to identify 
the man as one of the thieves, 
cops said.

Panned
A two-bit crook stole a 

package contain pots and pans 
from the lobby of a Prospect 
Park West apartment build-
ing on Oct. 10.

The victim told police the 
package arrived at his home 
between 13th and 14th streets 
sometime between midnight 
and 2 pm on Oct. 11.

But by the time he got to 
it on the 11th, the parcel had 
been ripped open and his new 
kitchenware was no longer in-
side, authorities said.

— Colin Mixson

cording to a report.

Night crawler
Authorities are hunting for 

a burglar who broke into a 
South Portland Avenue res-
taurant overnight on Oct. 20 
and stole its safe containing 
$6,000.

The manager of the eatery 
by Lafayette Avenue told cops 

an employee locked up the es-
tablishment at 1 am. At some 
point during the night, a weasel 
jacked up the security gate with 
a piece of plywood, crawled 
into the restaurant, and took 
the safe, authorities said. 

Knifed
Police arrested a woman 

who slashed a man with a 

knife on Ashland Place on 
Oct. 21.

An officer observed the 
victim running into an apart-
ment building near Fulton 
Street at 10 pm and went up 
to the second floor to inves-
tigate, cops said. 

Upon entering, he found 
the man had been knifed 
four times in the back and 
right arm. The bruiser then 
came into the room with a 
knife tucked into her bra in 
plain view and police ar-
rested her.

Lock and shock
A snake stole a woman’s 

pricey custom-made bicycle 
while it was locked up inside 
a Grand Avenue parking lot 
on Oct. 13.

The owner secured the yel-
low-green Brooklyn Machine 
Works Launchpad at 11 pm in 
the lot near Gates Avenue and 
returned the next morning at 
6:30 am to find it was taken. 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–Dumbo– 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Surrounded 
Police are searching for 

three creeps who held up a 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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When you’re ready to enhance your home with 
beautiful tile and natural stone, visit our showroom 
to explore the possibilities for your home with an 
incredible selection of Ceramic, Porcelain, Mosaic, 

Quarry Tiles, Marbles, Granites & Accessories!

Showroom Open Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Customer Parking Available!

246 Morgan Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11237
TRIUMPH TILE 

CORP.

We carry Unique, Beautiful & Durable Varieties of tiles from Spain, 
Italy, Brazil, Thailand, Columbia & China.

Stop by our showroom today for a FREE CONSULTATION 
from one of our design experts.

TILE IN STYLE

State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures Designed to Make 
the Best First Impression Possible

No one forgets an incredible smile. Do you feel like you have the best smile possible? 
Do you feel confi dent & attractive when you smile and laugh?

If there are a few tiny imperfections keeping you from achieving a beautiful smile, come see cosmetic dentist. 
Dr Lichter has helped all kinds of patients create the smiles of their dreams. 

He and his team deliver cosmetic dentistry that will undoubtedly give you the smile you’ve always wanted.

Porcelain Veneers 

Periodontal Plastic Surgery

Porcelain Crowns

Designed as an alternative to traditional 
braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced 
teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of 
clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s 
teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for 
patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile 
and function of their bite. 

Whiter Teeth 
in Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening 
has become an essential part 

of personal maintenance. 
When you have a set of stunning 
pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce 

or at-home whitening, 
we have a brilliant solution for you.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, 
creating a seamless and beautiful smile. 
As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and 
replacement of dental implants. His goal is 
a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL 
IMPLANTS 
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

PORCELAIN 
VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about 
porcelain veneers. Porcelain veneers are known to be the most 
durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for a 
plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust 
the alignment, shape, and size of your current teeth. They’ll 
completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down 
time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, 
gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

®

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours 

Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.JosephLichterDDS.com
Call us today 

for a convenient appointment 

1420 Ave. P., 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229
Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.

718.339.7878

200 Madison Ave. 
Suite 2201

New York, NY 10016

212.683.2530

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

The longtime head of 
good-government group 
Citizens Union was arrested 
for drug possession on Oct. 
24, after police searched his 
Brooklyn Heights home look-
ing for child pornography on 
his computer but found small 
amounts of drugs instead.

Dick Dadey, who took 
a leave of absence from 
the more-than-century-old 
civic group last month for 
“personal reasons,” turned 
himself into police Tues-
day morning,  according to 
the New York Post . 

Police said a 27-year-old 
man walked into a precinct 
on Sept. 6 and alleged that 
four days earlier Dadey had 

Citizens Union head arrested 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

The truth is out there.
Conspiracy theorists lined 

up on Tuesday to question 
if Citizens Union chief Dick 
Dadey, who turned himself 
into police for a drug posses-
sion charge, was targeted by 
police more for what he says 
than what he does.

Dadey, they say, was one 
of the most prominent voices 
urging New Yorkers to vote 
“Yes” on Nov. 7 on a contro-
versial ballot measure call-
ing for a state constitutional 
convention — which police 
unions fiercely oppose — 
making the shocking affair 
seem like a move to silence 
Dadey.

“He’s being set up. They 
want to quiet a guy whose ad-
vocacy threatens to upend the 
state constitution,” said color-
ful Brooklyn Heights crimi-
nal-defense attorney Howard 
Greenberg. “The whole fact 
pattern smells like rotten fish 
to me. The timing of his cha-
rade is no accident.”

Dadey was arrested after 
police, inside his home with 
a warrant to search for child 
pornography on his computer, 
instead found small amounts 
of ecstasy and methamphet-
amine.

The question of whether 
or not to hold a state con-
stitutional convention is on 
the ballot every 20 years, and 
this year both the pro and con 
campaigns are particularly 
aggressive. Pro-convention 
groups argue that this is a 
once-in-a-generation chance 
to close loopholes and drain 
the swamp in Albany after a 
long roster of politicians have 
fallen to corruption charges. 
On the other side, many pub-
lic-sector unions who receive 
government pensions are 
strongly urging against a con-
vention, wary that whoever 
does write the new laws could 
strike the constitution’s pro-
tections for pensions, or take 
away other benefits so many 
New Yorkers receive.

 Some of New York’s Fin-
est have even been caught 

breaking the law by plas-
tering “Vote No” stickers 
on their police vans to op-
pose a convention .  

But whether Dadey’s found 
guilty or not, accusing some-
one of something as disturb-
ing as having child pornog-
raphy will forever tarnish a 
reputation — especially when 
that person is a public figure, 
said another criminal-defense 
attorney who is also suspi-
cious of Dadey’s arrest. 

“You make an accusation, 
and even if it’s disproved later 
on, there will be people who 
try to hold it against him,” 
said Joyce David. “It sounds 
like a dirty trick — just be-
cause he’s a leader of a con-
troversial group.”

But noted civil-rights at-
torney Norman Siegel, who 
also supports the convention, 
warned against jumping to 
conclusions without hard evi-
dence. He acknowledged that 
outspoken public figures on 
controversial topics do often 
get preyed on, but he doesn’t 
believe the constitutional 

...and conspiracy theories fl y
Some say Dadey arrest a political hit job

Long-time government watchdog had drugs at home

Now-former head of Citizens Union, Dick Dadey, at 
right, was arrested on drug-possession charges on 
Oct. 24.
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showed him a video of a na-
ked 8-to-12-year-old boy on 
his computer, and that he sus-

pected Dadey had several 
more videos.

Authorities got a judge to 

issue a search warrant and of-
ficers showed up at Dadey’s 
Remsen Street apartment on 
Oct. 24 at around 8:25 am to 
look for the video.

No videos turned up, but 
police found small amounts 
of methamphetamine and ec-
stasy.

Dadey turned himself in 
at the 84th Precinct, where 
he was charged with the low-
level crime.

Dadey, who could not 
be reached for comment, 
is due to appear in court on 
Dec. 4.

On the same day as 
Dadey’s arrest, Citizens 
Union named former Pub-
lic Advocate Betsy Gotbaum 
as the new executive direc-
tor, but declined to comment 
further.

convention would warrant 
that kind of hit job.

“There are people histor-
ically who have engaged in 
controversial speech and they 
get targeted — I’m aware of 
that. I’ve represented people 
in those situations, but you 
need hard evidence, specific 
evidence before you say that 
law enforce set him up,” said 
Siegel. “Dick is a very estab-
lished and effective advocate, 
if it turns out that evidence 
shows this is planted, we have 
a serious retaliatory action. 
I think we shouldn’t rush to 
judgement here, we should let 
the facts come out and hear 
what Dick Dadey and his at-
torneys have to say.”

Dadey, in fact, spoke out 
for a former colleague whom 
he claimed was fired because 
of his stance on the conven-
tion. Brandon West, a budget 
analyst for the Council, was 
fired days after he supported 
the constitutional convention 
on a television show in Al-
bany back in July.

“You would expect this out 
of Russia, not out of our city 
democracy,” Dadey then told 
the New York Post.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
ake the tour of death!

A sinister black trolley is creeping 
around Brooklyn’s dark past. The Ma-

dame Morbid Trolley Tour sets off from 
Brooklyn Heights several times each day 
to transport curious guests to the borough’s 
battlefields, murders, and the sites of bloody 
accidents. The engrossing quest leaves its 
guests informed, but also creeped out, said 
its founder and guide. 

“The truth is always scarier than fiction 
and they’ll be more scared knowing that 
these are facts instead of just stories that 
may or may not be true — the facts they 
walk away with are the scariest part,” said 
Allison Chase.

The Dumbo resident leads the tour while 
wearing a funereal Victorian-era wardrobe, 
appropriate to the era when many of the 
morbid events happened, and guests ride 
aboard a customized trolley, painted black 
on the outside and with an interior designed 
to replicate a house of death.

“We wanted it to literally look like a 
funeral parlor, and I wanted the leather 
we used for the seating to be an oxblood 
color,” she said.

The tour stops at places where murders, 
wars, and other catastrophic events hap-
pened, including the 1960 plane crash in 
Park Slope that killed more than 100 people. 
Other locations include burial grounds, a 

dumping spot for the bodies of Mob hits, and 
sites where bizarre medical practices took 
place. Learning about those pre-anesthetic 
experiments is scarier than any discussion 
of ghosts could ever be, said Chase.

“I think they’ll have a harder time wrap-
ping their minds around something really 
crazy that doctors used to do to people, and 
are still used today,” she said.

Many of the Brooklyn’s bloodiest sites 
from the American Revolution are now oc-
cupied by modern high-rises or chic restau-
rants, but the tour passes out images of how 
the area looked at the time to help people 
imagine the scene, said Chase.

“There’s so many unmarked sites of the 
Revolutionary War all over Brooklyn and 
no one knows about it,” said Chase.

During the 90-minute ride, Chase and her 
driver make funny digs and puns to lighten 
the ominous mood, and test the knowledge 
of their riders with trivia questions. The tour 
makes about 10 stops in different neighbor-
hoods, including Brooklyn Heights, Park 
Slope, Williamsburg, and Gowanus, first 
giving a general explanation of the area’s 
history, and then a rundown of some dia-
bolical event that happened nearby, backed 
up with spooky sound effects. She chose 
the neighborhoods with the richest, dark-
est history, according to Chase.

“We chose the ones with the most jam-
packed with history,” said Chase. “Those 
areas of Brooklyn were developed a lot 
earlier than others, so we have more his-
tory that we can focus on there.”

Chase’s tours attract people intrigued by 
Brooklyn’s dark history, as well as those who 
just want to know more about their neigh-
borhoods. And people are often surprised 
by how much they learn on the trip.

“I think people are shocked when they 
leave the tour and how much of it is the 
opposite of what they’re expecting,” said 
Chase. “People walk away being an ama-
teur Brooklyn history buff, and they want 
to tell everyone what they learned.”

Madame Morbid Trolley Tours (pick-up 
location at Cadman Plaza West and Cran-
berry Street in Brooklyn Heights, www.
madamemorbid.com). Mon–Fri, 7 and 9 
pm; Sat, Sun, and Halloween, 4, 7 and 9 
pm. $69.

Creepy ‘Cab’

It’s going to be spook-tacular.
On Halloween night, the Kings Theatre will 

tumble back in time to the 1920s, screening a 
silent horror film from the Weimar era while a 
vintage jazz band plays an original score. “The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari,” an expressionist black-
and-white film about a sinister hypnotist, is not 
just a spooky flick — it’s also a cinema land-
mark, said the night’s organizer.

“ ‘Caligari’ isn’t just a classic, but it’s a work 
that defines an entire film movement,” said Piers 
Playfair, artistic director of the Catskill Jazz 
Factory, the group behind the event. 

The company first tried out its live score for the 
film in 2014, at a creepy estate in the Catskills, 
and Playfair said that the experience will be big-
ger and better for its Kings Theatre show. 

“It’s been exciting for us to revamp the concept 
and create a total package experience with the 
Kings Theatre team, this time with a full ensem-
ble and both pre- and post-show entertainment. 
Jazz is experiencing a modern renaissance, and 
we wanted to make sure to deliver an authentic 
experience, and genre, to the time period of the 
film’s creation,” said Playfair.

The jazz band Rags and Roots plays mu-
sic from the same era as the 1921 film, so the 
seven-piece ensemble got the nod to score the 
motion picture.

In addition to the action on screen, the entire 
art deco theater will ring with music. Before the 
show, Bushwick jazz singer  Tatiana Eva-Marie  
and her Avalon Jazz Band will play 1920s-style 
Gypsy jazz in the lobby, and a classical trio will 
perform a haunting Tchaikovsky number. 

And Playfair would not reveal details, but 
said that “Caligari”-inspired surprises will greet 
visitors as they approach their seats. 

“Audiences can definitely expect moody and 
haunting,” he said. “The idea … is to not only 
produce an authentic visual and auditory expe-
rience but to provide a full authentic experience 
from the time you walk through the doors.”

“The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari” at Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. at Duryea Place in Flat-
bush, www.kingstheatre.com). Oct. 31 at 8 pm. 
$25–$45. — Danielle Kogan

C I N E M A

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Complete Stories of Leonora Car-
rington” by Leonora Carrington

This spooky collection 
wants to haunt your Hal-
loween! Will you let it? 
Take a peek at the fol-
lowing short story titles 
to get a sense of what’s 
ahead: “My Flannel 
Knickers,” “The Happy 
Corpse Story,” “How to 
Start a Pharmaceuticals 
Business,” and, most un-
fortunately, “My Mother 
Is a Cow.” There’s something of love and men-
ace in these stories, something worth pursuing. 
Surrealist painter and writer Leonora Carrington 
(1917–2011) has given us a brilliant and biting 
gift from beyond the grave.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Paperbacks From Hell” 
by Grady Hendrix

This is a great book 
for people who love 
the history of horror. 
Grady Hendrix takes 
you through the paper-
back horror boom of 
the ’70s and ’80s, start-
ing with classics such as 
“The Omen,” “Jaws,” and 
“Rosemary’s Baby.” And 
he explains how — a few 
blockbuster movies and 
great books later — it led 

to a boom in down-and-dirty horror books full 
of possessed nuns, killer children, and devils 
lurking everywhere from the subway to your 
living room. 

— Will Olsen, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “The 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” 
by Robert Louis Stevenson 

In adaptations, this fa-
mous story is often cast 
as a tale of multiple per-
sonalities, with the mild-
mannered doctor shocked 
to discover his misdeeds 
of the previous night. But 
this classic of Gothic hor-
ror is darker still! Dr. Je-
kyll takes on the persona 
of the working class Mr. 
Hyde and moves anony-
mously through a differ-
ent social world, where life is cheap and he can 
enact his grisly fantasies before returning to the 
comfort of his aristocratic station. At once a po-
litical satire and an exploration of the dark re-
cesses of the subconscious, Stevenson’s dark-
est tale still shocks!

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

S
he dares do all that may 
become a man.

Lady Macbeth will get 
a manly makeover in a new 
production of the Scottish 
play opening in Clinton Hill 
on Halloween night. In the No 
Name Collective’s version of the 
Shakespearean tragedy, the ac-
tors playing the eponymous king 
and his wife will switch roles 
during the first act. The gen-
der-swapped casting is designed 
to question gender roles and to 
highlight different sides of the 
legendary lead characters, said 
one of the play’s leads. 

“We have these traditional 

notions of gender and what is 
acceptable and what is weakness 
for a woman and what is weak-
ness for a man, so by changing 
up the gender, you learn more 
about every facet of the char-
acters,” said Kellan Peavy, who 
plays the Scottish king before 
switching to play his female 
counterpart.

“Macbeth” tells the story 
of a 12th-century power cou-
ple who use a prophecy from a 
trio of bearded witches to jus-
tify murdering their way to the 
throne. The switcheroo happens 
in the first of the play’s five acts, 
when Lady Macbeth famously 
implores mystical spirits to “un-
sex me here,” so that she will 
have enough masculine tough-

ness to follow through on plans 
to murder the current king, Dun-
can. Macbeth ultimately kills 
Duncan himself, but he requires 
prodding from his wife, who is 
often portrayed as a manipula-
tive villain, according to the ac-
tress who starts in the role.

“We feel so often that the 
Macbeths are portrayed almost 
as caricatures, with Lady Mac-
beth being almost an evil, domi-
nating, power-hungry force, and 
with Macbeth being sort of a 
submissive, weak man,” said 
Annaliese Kirby. “We want 
to present them as a more nu-
anced pair.”

The production will remain 
true to the text of the play, but the 
switch in actors allows the au-

dience to look beyond the usual 
dynamics of gender and power, 
said Peavy, and it lets them see 
the Thane of Glamis and his 
lady in a new light. 

“The transformation also 
serves to de-emphasize the gen-
der roles,” Peavy said. “By hav-
ing them switch, you’re also able 
to not see them as just a man 
and just a woman, you’re able to 
have some more broad thoughts 
about the characters.”

“Macbeth” at the Yard (16 
Waverly Ave. between Flush-
ing and Park avenues in Clin-
ton Hill, www.wearethenon-
ame.com). Oct. 31–Nov. 5; 
Tue–Fri at 7:30 pm, Sat–Sun at 
2 pm and 7 pm. $30 ($25 stu-
dents and seniors). 

Terminal trolley!
‘Madame Morbid’ shows off Brooklyn murder sites 

A Shakespearean swap
Lord and Lady switch roles in latest ‘Macbeth’

Blood on their hands: Kellan Peavy and Annaliese 
Kirby will star as the leads in a gender-bent production 
of “Macbeth” that opens near the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
on Halloween night.
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Black and bleak: Allison Chase dresses in Victorian garb as she leads the Madame Morbid Trolley Tour through Brooklyn’s dark past.
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Ghost ride: This Ford trolley is now a functioning bus, taking riders all over 
Brooklyn in search of its dark history.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Oct. 28

Bark knight
It’s the Great PupKin, 
Charlie Brown! There 
are few things we love 
more than a doggie 
costume contest, and 
this annual event in 
Fort Green Park always 
brings out the most 
creative canine cou-
ture. After the walkies-
off, visit the park’s Hal-
loween Festival, which 
will feature rides, 
games, and music from 
Astrograss.

11:30 am at Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center (enter 
at Myrtle Avenue and St. 
Edwards Street in Fort 
Greene, www.fortgree-
nepups.org/the-great-
pupkin). Free.

SUNDAY
Oct. 29

‘Thrill’ ride 
Second only to dis-
guised doggies in our 
hearts are costumed 
kids — and today, a 
horde of terrifying tiny 
zombies will spin, kick, 
and moonwalk their 
way through a dance 
performance inspired 
by Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller.” If you or your 
kids want to join the 
adorable undead, show 
up at noon for a chore-
ography class from 
AbunDance.

1:30 pm at Myrtle Avenue 
Plaza (550 Myrtle Ave. at 
Emerson Place in Clinton 
Hill, www.myrtleavenue.
org/thriller). Free.

MONDAY
Oct. 30

Vampire, 
weakened
New Zealand singer-
songwriter and gui-
tarist Marlon Williams 
will keep the creepy 
vibes going tonight 
as he performs his 
funny, spooky new 
single “Vampire 
Again,” about a 
lonely outcast in Los 
Angeles, along with a 
selection of tunes 
from his next album, 
coming in 2018.

8:30 pm at Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com]. $15.

TUESDAY
Oct. 31

Nite spirits
On Halloween night 
(or afternoon, what-
ever) take a spooky 
sneak peek at the 
upcoming Nitehawk 
theater coming to 
Park Slope! The for-
mer Pavilion theater 
will open for tonight 
only as a haunted 
house, with candy for 
trick-or-treaters, free 
beer for parents, and 
a reading from 
“Frank Einstein” 
author Jon Scieszka.

3–7 pm at Nitehawk 
Prospect Park (188 
Prospect Park West at 
14th Street in Park Slope, 
www.nitehawkcinema.
com). Free.

WEDNESDAY
Nov. 1

To die for
Halloween may be 
over, but the morbid 
masterpieces keep 
coming! The existen-
tial murder-mystery 
play “Harkiri Kane 
(Die! Die Again!),” 
written by Brooklyn 
cartoonist Dean Hasp-
iel, features an amne-
siac angel of death 
trying to solve his own 
murder, a serial killer, 
and a mysterious 
woman. What more 
do you need?

8 pm at the Brick [579 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Lorimer Street 
and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com]. $20.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, OCT. 27
FILM, CROWN HEIGHTS FILM FESTI-

VAL: 34 short fi lms, including nar-
ratives, animation, documentaries, 
and cross-disciplinary/experimental 
fi lms will be presented across three 
evening screenings. Free. 7 pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. John’s Place be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

DANCE, “MARTHA (THE SEARCH-
ERS)”: A new ballet by Julia K. Gle-
ich, in collaboration with artist Elana 
Herzog. $25 ($15 students and se-
niors). 7:30 pm. Mark Morris Dance 
Group [3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and Bedford Ave-
nue in Fort Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdancegroup.org. 

ART, STOP MOTION SOCIAL: Bring 
some drinks and create a spooky 
stop-motion animated fi lm with 
professional grade animation equip-
ment and software. RSVP to the-
goodschoolstudio@gmail.com. $30. 
7:30 pm. The Little Animation Studio 
[150 Banker St. at N. 15th Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387–0819], the-
goodschoolnyc.com. 

DANCE, “HEADLESS WOLF”: A dance 
and puppet show from choreog-
rapher Nami Yamamoto about the 
beauty in both life and death. $15–
$25. 8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.roulette.org. 

THEATER, “ANIMAL WISDOM”: A 
new music-theater piece about talk-
ing to the dead from composer and 
performer Heather Christian. $20. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org. 

MUSIC, “CEMETERY GATES”: Mor-
rissey tribute band Sons and Heirs, 
with Depeche Mode tribute band 
Masters and Servants. $24 ($20 in 
advance, $16 early bird). 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, REALITY BITES ’80S AND 
’90S HALLOWEEN PARTY: Nostal-
gia and more than 100 pounds of 
candy. $7–$10. 10:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, OCT. 28
MUSIC, TRAGEDY: A heavy metal trib-

ute to the Bee Gees! $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.com. 

DANCE, AMERICAN DANCE SPEC-
TACULAR: A sweeping journey 
through the last century of American 
dance sensations, from the Charles-
ton to disco. $32–$37. 8 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough [2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5596], www.
onstageatkingsborough.org. 

COMEDY, THE BLACK METAL DIA-
LOGUES: Comedians Dave Hill and 
Phil Costello bring the legendary 
e-mail chain about fi ctional black 
metal band Witch Taint to life. $10 
($8 in advance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE ELEPHANT MAN”: 
A drama based on the true story of 
John Merrick and his transition from 
a star freak attraction in traveling 
side shows to a favorite of London 
aristocracy and literati. $25 ($20 
seniors and children). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

FILM, “ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 
MEET FRANKENSTEIN”: The 1948 
horror-comedy classic featuring 
Dracula, Frankenstein’s Monster, and 
the Wolf-Man! Voluntary donation. 
11 am. Alamo Drafthouse [445 Albee 
Square West between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL: 
Puppetry Arts hosts its 13th annual 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, OCT 27
MUSIC, TIM MCGRAW AND FAITH 

HILL: $69–$411. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 28
MUSIC, FALL OUT BOY: $50–$210. 

7 pm.

SUN, OCT 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

DENVER NUGGETS: $25–$196. 
6 pm.

MON, OCT 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V VEGAS GOLDEN NIGHTS: 
$17–$160. 7 pm.

TUE, OCT 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

PHOENIX SUNS: $20–$185. 
7:30 pm.

THU, NOV 2
MUSIC, A PERFECT CIRCLE: $45–

$210. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Boys in the band: The members of emo band Fall Out Boy 
will throw their hands in the air — as though they simply did 
not care  — during a show at Barclays Center on Oct. 28.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 017 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

R
est in peace, death. 

If people spent more 
time with corpses, they 

wouldn’t be so scared of 
death, says the organizer 
of a day-long symposium 
on death and beauty inside 
Green-Wood Cemetery this 
weekend. “Death: A Grave-
side Companion” on Oct. 28 
will educate audiences about 
the history of morbidity and 
how people’s feelings about it 
have changed, she said.

“It’s my belief that part 
of why people are freaked 
out by death today is they 
just don’t see it anymore,” 
said Joanna Ebenstein, who 
will release a book also titled 
“Death: A Graveside Com-

panion” on Nov. 7. “It’s a 
very different world where 
death has become the other 
and exotic and simultane-
ously terrifying but also 
fascinating.”

For her book, Ebenstein 
— founder of the now-closed 
Morbid Anatomy Museum 
in Gowanus, and of a blog 
with the same name — com-
piled more than 1,000 images 
that show how humans re-
lated to death, from prehis-
toric times to the present. The 
volume also features essays 
from guest experts, includ-
ing Karen Bachmann, who 
wrote about 19th century 
artists who used the hair of 
their deceased loved ones in 
their work, and medical his-
torian Michael Sappol, both 
of whom will speak at the 

symposium. The event is like 
a live-action version of her 
400-page tome, according to 
Ebenstein. 

“It’s a day-long form of the 
book,” she said.

The day will also include a 
show-and-tell session of mor-
bid objects from the past, 
including hair art and doll-

houses filled with miniature 
clues that were once used to 
train forensic scientists, along 
with a screening of films that 
illuminate how blase people 
used to be about death.

In the past, said Ebenstein, 
mortality rates were higher, 
and more people lived on 
farms where animals were 
killed for food. Now, people 
die behind curtains at hospi-
tals instead of surrounded by 
people in their homes, and 
lack of familiarity with croak-
ing has made people fear it, 
she said.

Those who come to the 
symposium will be buried in 
a flood of information about 
fatality and loss like none be-
fore, said Ebenstein. 

“I don’t think there’s any-
where else you can immerse 
yourself so fully if you’re in-
terested in the intersection 
of beauty and death,” she 
said. “It will be a very spe-
cial day.”

Death: A Graveside 
Companion at Green-wood 
Cemetery’s chapel (500 
25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Greenwood Heights, www.
green-wood.com). Oct. 28; 
10 am–6 pm. $40.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
his brewery has an open-pour policy! 

Brooklyn’s newest brewpub will 
open its doors in Dumbo this week. 

Randolph Beer on Prospect Street brews 
its own ale on-site, and will allow patrons 
to pour their own pints from a wall stocked 
with 24 different brews, said one of the 
pub’s co-founders. 

“We go by the ‘Beer ATM,’ it’s sort 
of what it’s been labeled, as we have 24 
beers on draft. It’s pretty self-explanatory 
and visually stimulating,” said Dave Plate, 
who lives in Williamsburg and runs the 
brewery with Hari Kalyan.

From beneath a sign labeled “Beer Your-
self,” customers can use a Randolph debit 
card to unlock one of the two dozen taps, 
and the card will keep track of their pur-
chase by the ounce. A handful of Ran-
dolph Beer’s own in-house brews will 
stay on the wall full-time, while the rest 

will change more quickly than the sea-
sons, said Plate.

“We’re always looking for the most ap-
pealing, coolest, freshest stuff,” he said. 
“The only beers always on the wall are 
our in-house brewed staples, the rest of 
the 18 lines always change, they are hy-
per-seasonal.”

Randolph Beer Dumbo is the third Ran-
dolph taproom the owners have opened 
— the first welcomed beer lovers in Man-
hattan in 2012 and the second opened in 
Williamsburg in 2014, but this is the first 
spot to brew beer. The 5,500 square-foot 
industrial space, just five blocks from the 
Dumbo waterfront, features a seven-bar-
rel brewhouse, an observation deck where 
visitors can look over the tanks, plenty of 
seating, and classic bar games including 
pinball and shuffleboard.

Another highlight of the brewery is its 
focus on pairing food with beer. The menu 
suggests the best brew to go with your 
pretzel, burger, or hummus plate — and 

if the right beer does not exist, then the 
brewers will make it, said Plate.

“We’re going the extra mile to make 
sure we put food and beer pairings front 
and center,” he said. “We’re going as far 
as when we sit down to brew a beer for our 
in-house recipes, we just don’t look at the 
market and say ‘IPAs are hot, let’s make an 
IPA,’ — we come from the starting point 
and say, ‘Is this a beer that will pair with 

something on our menu?’ Beer pairs well 
with food, and we want to make sure that 
we create that match and have that con-
cept front and center. The brewing pro-
cess for us starts in the kitchen.”

Randolph Beer Dumbo [82 Prospect 
St. between Pearl and Jay streets in 
Dumbo, (646) 383–3623, www.randol-
phbeer.com]. Open daily, 11 am–mid-
night.

Now on tap!
Brewpub has self-serve suds

Dead meet
Green-Wood gathering 
for a dying discussion

Dying breed: Joanna 
Ebenstein’s new com-
pendium “Death: A 
Graveside Compan-
ion” features more than 
1,000 images of death 
throughout history.
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House of brews: Randolph Beer Dumbo boasts a self-serve beer wall with 
24 different brews.
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Homemade: Randolph Beer Dumbo manager and sommelier 
Gianni Cavicchi holds one of the brewery’s six signature brews. 
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QUERADE: The Coney 
Island Brewing Company 
hosts an interactive mur-
der mystery set at the 
Billionaires’ Club Annual 
Masquerade Ball. Crack the 
case while sipping beer and 
enjoying spooky snacks. 
$30–$40. 6 pm. Coney 
Island Brewery (1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
islandbeer.com. 

COMEDY, THE BOX SEA-
SON THREE PREMIERE: 
An intersectional feminist 
late night comedy show 
with host Kaitlin Fontana. 
$8. 7 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE 
— A VARIETY BENEFIT 
SHOW: An evening raising 
money for the Multiple My-
eloma Research Founda-
tion. With performances 
from comedian Ophira 
Eisenberg, poet Melissa 
Lozada-Oliva, musical guest 
Hannah Winkler, and more. 
Voluntary donation. 8 pm. 
Big Irv’s (381 Hooper St. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg). 

FILM, A NITE TO DISMEM-
BER!: An all-night extrava-
ganza of horror fi lms, with 
breaks for a costume con-
test sponsored by Jameson, 
trivia, free coffee, and a 
free breakfast to end the 
night. $65. Midnight–dawn. 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

SUN, OCT. 29
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
The orchestra performs 
Mozart’s “Linz symphony.”” 
$25. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, OPERA CONCERT: 
Regina Opera Company’s 
“Gotta Sing!” concert, fea-
turing selected arias and 
duets. $15 ($5 for teens, 
Free for children). 3 pm. 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School Auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN MUSIC 
SCHOOL’S MUSICAL 
HAUNTED HOUSE: A con-
cert by “Dead Zeppelin” 
and “Helvis,” followed by a 
haunted tour through the 
century-old schoolhouse. 
$5. 3 pm. Brooklyn Music 
School (126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene), www.brooklynmu-
sicschool.org. 

THEATER, “THE COOPING 
THEORY”: An immer-
sive mystery play in which 
members of a fi ctional Poe 

Society attempt to solve 
the mystery of the author’s 
death. $75. 5 pm. St. Mazie 
(345 Grand St., between 
Havemeyer St. and Marcy 
Ave. in Williamsburg), www.
poseidontheatrecompany.
com. 

MUSIC, ANNEA LOCK-
WOOD, AKI ONDA, AND 
AKIO SUZUKI: $20. 8 pm. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pioneer 
St. between Imlay and Con-
over streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–3001], pioneer-
works.org. 

CALABAZAFEST 2017!: A Day 
of the Dead, Halloween, 
and fall harvest festival. 
Free. Noon. Maria Hernan-
dez Park [Irving Street at 
Starr Street in Bushwick, 
(917) 810–3154], www.rise-
boro.org/cbfest. 

TALK, CLOSE RIKERS, BUILD 
COMMUNITIES: The found-
ers of the #CloseRikers cam-
paign discuss the need to 
reimagine New York City’s 
criminal justice system. 
Free with $16 suggested 
admission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

READING, VANESSA GRIGO-
RIADIS: The journalist dis-
cusses her book “Blurred 
Lines: Rethinking Sex, 
Power, and Consent on 
Campus.” Free. 5 pm. The 
Floor (310 Atlantic Ave. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Boerum Hill), the-
fl ooronatlantic.com. 

COMEDY, “SCHTICK OR 
TREAT”: More than 40 co-
medians perform as your fa-
vorite comedy legends. $15. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, JOKES FOR 
HAITI: Wil Sylvince, Aparna 
Nancherla, Liza Treyger, 
Tanael Joachim, and DJ 
Donwill. All proceeds from 
the show go to Nova Hope 
For Haiti. $10. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, OCT. 30
TALK, “LIVING GIG TO GIG 

IN NYC’S FREELANCE 
ECONOMY”: Sara Horow-
itz, executive director of 
the Freelancers Union, dis-
cusses the freelance life. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “CARRIAGE”: A 
performance by Matty Davis 
and Ben Gould that experi-
ments with space, transpar-
ency, objects and open pro-
cess. Free. 6:30 pm. Signs 
and Symbols [86 S. Eighth 
St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (917) 880–8953], 
www.signsandsymbols.art. 

TALK, BROOKLYN IRONERS’ 

UNION INFORMATIONAL 
AND OPEN ENROLL-
MENT MEETING: James 
Hook leads a workshop of 
practical instruction in how 
to iron in public, and ethical 
instructions in why to do so. 
Free. 7:15 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: The 
penultimate stand-up show 
from Wyatt Cenac. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, OCT. 31
THEATER, “HOCUS POCUS”: 

A live staged reading, with 
drinking games. $15. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, FREAK SHOW 
PARTY: A Halloween party 
with cocktails, food, snake 
handling and stilt-walking 
sideshow acts, and more. 
Costumes required. $45. 
8 pm. Sunday in Brooklyn 
(348 Wythe Ave., between 
Second and Third streets in 
Williamsburg), www.sunday-
inbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “ROCKY HORROR 

PICTURE SHOW” LIVE 
KARAOKE REVUE AND 
HALLOWEEN EXTRAVA-
GANZA: A benefi t for the 
Ali Forney Center, advocat-
ing for homeless LGBTQ 
youth. $15 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, CLUSTER ENSEMBLE 
PLAYS PHILIP GLASS: 
The Slovakian group plays 
“Music With Changing 
Parts.” $15–$25. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], rou-
lette.org. 

MUSIC, ELEVATOR PARTY: 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], freddysbar.com. 

WED, NOV. 1
COMEDY, TODD BARRY: 

Celebrating the 30th an-
niversary of Todd Barry’s 
comedy debut. With Dave 
Hill, Eugene Mirman, Janelle 
James, Colin Quinn, and 
more. $30. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY, GOLIATH COM-
EDY: Lucie Steiner, David 
Spector and Amber Rollo 

host a weekly night of free 
comedy in the backroom of 
Cantina Royal. Free. 8 pm. 
Catina Royal [58 N. Third St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 763–2938], cantin-
aroyal.com. 

COMEDY, DRUNK SCIENCE : 
Three drunk comedians dis-
cuss “Your Brain on Drugs” 
for a panel of real scientists. 
$8. ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, SOUNDTRACKS TO 
ITALIAN SILENT FILMS: 
From the ensemble Tredici 
Bacci. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

THURS, NOV. 2
MUSIC, SIEMBRA BROOKLYN 

BENEFIT FOR TROPICAL 
TREES: Locobeach, with 
Jose Conde Eclectric, Gemi-
nelle, Román Diaz, Sweet-
cane, DJ Bongohead, and 
more. $5. 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

METROPOLIS BURLESQUE: 
Anyone Comics hosts nerdy 
burlesqu from Charles 
Stunning and Esmerelda 
May. $10. 9 pm. Anyone 
Comics [1216 Union St. 
between Nostrand and 
Rogers avenues in Crown 
Heights, (347) 350–8422], 
anyonecomics.com. 

FRI, NOV. 3
TALK, TACOMBI TAKEOVER!: 

An evening featuring tama-
les, assorted tacos, pozolli, 
and a presentation on the 
infl uence of corn in Mexico 
and around the world. $30. 
6 pm. Museum of Food 
and Drink [62 Bayard St. 
between Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–2875], www.
mofad.org. 

FUND-RAISER, THE BROOK-
LYN CLASSIC: The Brooklyn 
Eagles’ annual Fall Benefi t 
and Literary Prize will rec-
ognize the “most Brooklyn” 
fi ction and non-fi ction book 
of the year, along with a 
night of drinks, food, and 
dancing. $150–$1,000. 8 
pm. Park Slope Library (431 
Sixth Ave. at Ninth Street in 
Park Slope), apps.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org/bkclassic. 

SAT, NOV. 4
MUSIC, HIGH WAISTED: The 

surf-rock band headlines a 
lineup that includes Hun-
dred Hounds, Beechwood, 
and the Coax. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD). or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit 
balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account 
balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for 
daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. 
APY effective October 2, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts 
only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may 
reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market

1.25%
$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

spooktakular event! With 
crafts, games, and activities 
as well as performances, 
free giveaways, and a cos-
tume contest. Free ($3–$5 
for some activities). 11 am–3 
pm. First Street Recreation 
Center of PS 372 [512 Car-
roll St. at Fourth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 768- 3703], 
www.puppetryarts.org. 

FAMILY, BOO AT THE PROS-
PECT PARK ZOO: A 
Spooky Barn will delight the 
older kids, younger ones 
can check out the bats, and 
a kid-friendly dance party 
at the 4 pm sea lion train-
ing! $8 ($5 kids). 11 am–4 
pm. Prospect Park Zoo [450 
Flatbush Ave. at Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
399–7339], www.prospect-
parkzoo.com. 

FAMILY, GHOULS AND 
GOURDS: A fall festival, fea-
turing spectacular shows, 
weird workshops, and a 
costume parade and drum 
circle. $20 ($15 students and 
seniors, kids free). Noon. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN 
HAUNTED WALK IN PROS-
PECT PARK: Family-friendly 
Halloween programming, 
with ghouls and goblins 
lurking behind the trees, 
ready to provide a silly 
scare! Free. Noon–3 pm. 
Nethermead, Prospect Park 
(enter at 15th St. and Pros-
pect Park West in Windsor 
Terrace), www.prospect-
park.org/halloween. 

FAMILY, BKLYN BOO!: The 
Prospect Park Halloween 
party continues Downtown 
with frighteningly fun ac-
tivities for boys and ghouls. 

Free. 2–5 pm. City Point 
(445 Albee Sq. West be-
tween Willoughby and Gold 
streets Downtown). 

FUND-RAISER, MONSTER 
MASH HALLOWEEN 
PARTY: Halloween-inspired 
fundraiser benefi ting the 
Foundation to Cure San-
fi lippo Syndrome, with 
spooky sets, kids’ face 
painting, a dance party, and 
an open bar for the parents. 
$20–$25. 2 pm. Shape-
shifter Lab [18 Whitwell Pl. 
between First and Carroll 
streets in Gowanus, (917) 
675–1563], bit.ly/JJBMons-
terMash. 

FAMILY, HAUNTED HAL-
LOWEEN WALK IN THE 
GARDEN: An Addams 
Family-themed walk at the 
community garden. Free. 
5:30–7 pm. 6-15 Commu-
nity Garden (Sixth Avenue 
at 15th Street in Park Slope), 
www.615green.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, FREAK-O-WEEN 
MURDER MYSTERY MAS-

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?
You’ve looked under the couch,  
the coffee table and your favorite  
recliner. Found one remote, but  
where are the other two?

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from 
the holder.

2) Remove the dots 
from the adhesive 
backing and apply as 
needed to the back of 
your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional 
remotes to the holder 
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

Wild walk: Tiny terrors will wander through the 
Haunted Halloween Walk on Prospect Park’s Lookout 
Hill on Oct. 28 from noon to 3 pm, followed by the 
Brooklyn Boo! after-party at City Point Downtown.
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a waiver before hopping into 
a canoe with Susan, a Sunset 
Parker who read about the ex-
cursions in a recent New York 
Times article on the changing 
nabe. She told me she planned 
to come with her boyfriend, 
but he changed his mind when 
he found out the trip would be 
along one of the nation’s most 
polluted waterways.

My photographer col-
league, Stefano, boarded a 
boat with Foote, and three 
other women also eager for 
an evening on the water-
way piled into a third vessel. 
Once I hit the water, I prac-
ticed my paddling technique 
to ensure I kept my oar flat to 
avoid splashing my boat-mate. 
As I concentrated on keeping 
the sludgy water in the canal 
and out of my canoe, I looked 
up and saw graffiti proclaim-
ing “Welcome to Venice jerko” 
scrawled overheard.

We started our journey 
toward the Gowanus Bay as 
the sun began to set, turning 
the sky beyond the surround-
ing industrial complexes and 
Third Street Bridge an idyl-
lic tangerine. People gathered 
on the span to snap photos 
of our unlikely armada as 
we floated by — making me 
feel like some sort of celeb-
rity of the toxic abyss — and 
some jokesters warned, “Don’t 
fall in!”

Although I noticed a faint 
smell of oil, I didn’t find the 
odor very strong. And because 
it hadn’t rained in awhile, there 
wasn’t a lot of raw sewage 
in the water, so my nostrils 
were spared from the stench 

of human waste. But Stefano 
claimed the water stunk af-
ter our ride, so either I have 
a poor sense of smell or the 
Gowanus just can’t shake its 
stinky reputation.

As we sailed forward, 
Foote recounted the canal’s 
history. Dutch settlers created 
it in the 1600s, and soon after, 
the channel became known for 
the large oysters that thrived 
in its brackish waters. Today, 
wildlife is returning to the ca-
nal, he said, as cleanup efforts 
allow for more oxygen in the 
waterway. Foote alerted us to 
small bait fish jumping into the 
air nearby, but I didn’t catch a 
glimpse of any myself.

We passed Whole Foods 
and I spotted oil slicks on the 
surface of the water that were 
so pronounced, their irides-
cent swirls almost looked like 
a beautiful, sad art installa-
tion in the fading light. I later 
asked Foote about the slicks 
and he said they were the first 
he had seen in three weeks, 
probably the result of some-
one illegally dumping waste 
into the water.

“I’m alarmed they were 
there,” he said.

After traversing beneath 
the Ninth Street Bridge, we 
soon encountered Lowe’s, a 
particular hotspot for Gow-
anus enthusiasts. The home-
improvement store sits on a 
lot where bulkheads lining the 
side of the canal collapsed into 
it in May and July as a result 
of crumbling infrastructure 
and bad weather.

The sun was falling from 
the sky at this point, so we 
turned around and headed 

back to shore as Foote spoke 
about how the canal is being 
cleaned through the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
Superfund program and what 
people can do to help. He ad-
vised not to take showers when 
it rains, in order to decrease 
the amount of raw sewage that 
floods the channel — an effort 
he said his teenage daughters 
understandably loathe.

Minutes later, I scrambled 
onto solid ground after we ar-
rived at the dock. I survived 
my first ride on the Gowanus, 
but it would not be my last.

I returned for a second time 
the next day, this time with my 
friend, Claire, a Manhattan-
ite who wanted to see the ca-

nal herself after hearing about 
my tour. We forewent a sunset 
cruise and set sail at around 
2:15 pm, with the unseason-
ably strong October sun pro-
viding us a different — and 
bright! — perspective of the 
waterway.

In the light of day, I noticed 
more artifacts in the channel 
than I had the night before, 
including a tampon, bottles, 
cans, small pieces of poo, and 
plastic wrappers. But no sto-
ries about the water being in-
fected with gonorrhea, or be-
ing mobsters’ favorite place 
to dump bodies, or killing a 
wayward dolphin and whale 
that swam into it could pre-
pare us for the tragic sight 
we floated upon after pass-
ing the  new Hamilton Ave-
nue Waste Transfer Station : 
a dead cat!

Yes, a furry black fe-
line with all four paws out 
bobbed past us in the wa-
ter. We screamed, and pad-
dled away as fast as our arms 
could propel us. The Gowanus 
had truly earned its nickname 
of Brooklyn’s Nautical Pur-
gatory.

Claire and I were both 
shaken by the incident, but 
did our best to trek on, snap-
ping photos while cruised 
back to the dock and passing 
the Gowanus’ flushing tun-
nel — a waterfall-like mech-
anism that floods the span with 
clean water — spitting in the 
distance.

Activists hope that the ca-
nal will be an oasis for humans 
and living wildlife — not just 
creatures’ dead bodies — after 
it is cleaned and investments 
are made to make it an ap-
pealing, and safe, destination. 
But the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency still strongly 
urges people not to swim in 
the water, although  the amount 
of poo floating in it has de-
creased in recent years , ac-
cording to data.

The polluters who tainted 
the canal certainly gave peo-
ple many reasons to fear the 
idea of humans leisurely skim-
ming it as a weekend activity. 
But I don’t think I fully un-
derstood what it is, and what 
it could be, until I wandered 
its waters myself. And I hope 
that, in time, more people will 
take the plunge, making life 
on the canal less of a novelty 
and more of a norm.

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS...

Who knew the Gowanus Canal was a great place to 
watch the sunset? Or is it?
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s Hotel Downtown! 
The fringe benefits inside 

the tallest building in Brook-
lyn are so ritzy they might be 
more suited to fancy resort 
hotel than a high-rise in the 
county’s fourth-largest city, 
says the builder behind the 
posh perks. 

“The amenities floor really 
feels like the offerings of a lux-
ury resort,” said Doug Steiner, 

the head of developer Steiner 
NYC, which erected a 55-story 
tower on Schermerhorn Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
Nevins Street. 

The facilities on the 40th 
floor of the high-rise, known 
as “Hub,” include a pool 
roughly half the length of an 
Olympic-sized lagoon, a mas-
sive patio with an outdoor pro-
jector and outdoor shower, a 
party room with a pool table 
and private terrace, a gym, and, 

of course, a dog park.
The space is called “Club 

333” and also features movie 
and game nights, a book club, 
swim classes, a doggie-costume 
parade, and may boast mille-
nial activities such as stand-up 
paddle boarding and tightrope 
walking in the future, accord-
ing to a rep for Steiner. 

Fancy amenities have be-
come the norm for the many 
luxe towers rising Downtown, 
with City Tower boasting a 

Hubba hubba!
New tower to pack in the luxe amenities

The Hub apartments 
at 333 Schermerhorn 
boast a massive lap pool 
that can be converted 
into an outdoor lagoon 
when the weather is 
warm enough.
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rooftop basketball court and 
Ava DoBro including its own 
 coffee shop, subway entrance, 
and dog run . 

But Steiner says his perks 
are bigger and better than the 
competition, mostly because his 
building is heftier and able to fit 
everything on one floor. 

“In terms of overall size it’s 
much larger and I don’t think 
anyone can really duplicate it 
on one floor because the foot-
print is so large,” he said.

Access to the club doesn’t 
come cheap though, mem-
bership is $750-per year until 
Nov. 1, and $900-per year af-
ter that. Only tenants can join, 
and there are currently more 
than 400 people who can jump 
into their morning by swim-
ming laps in the pool. 

The building’s first 300 units 
opened in  March, and all of 
them are leased, according to 
Steiner. He expects the entire 
structure to be completed in 
the next four months.

Of the building’s 740-units, 
150 of them are below-market-
rate. Those residents receive a 
discount on the membership 
fee, but still must pay $630 to 
join, the developer’s rep said. 
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evastation is hard to 
hide from your kids. 
And, frankly, lately, I 

can’t even begin to try. 
My boys are teenagers now, 

14 and 16, and they are learn-
ing — for better and for worse 
— that everything isn’t always 
hunky-dory. (For those who 
don’t know, “hunky-dory” is 
the saying I grew up with that 
means everything is just fine.) 
But sometimes things are re-
ally difficult and heartbreak-
ing — and pretending they’re 
not is not my style. 

I’ve been to far too many 
memorials lately of people I 

cared deeply about. The last, 
for an artist and close friend 
whose death I learned about 
from a headline, literally 
floored me. I was brought 
to my knees on the sidewalk 
when I saw it. He was killed by 
a train. He was on the tracks. 
It did not appear to be an ac-
cident. 

I have gone back and forth 
whether to write about this 
subject, for the death of Alex 
Gardega is a tragedy of epic 
proportions, and it follows on 
the heels of so many others. It 
is hard to know how to go on 
when floods and fires abound; 

when wars and violence rage 
in too many places; when can-
cer robs children of parents; 
when a brilliant, beautiful 
man chooses to end his life. 

When my son Eli stood 
over me as the sobs wracked 
my body, as the pain of loss 

seemed too hard for my heart 
and mind to bear, some part of 
me said, “Don’t.” And, yet, I 
went on. The tears would not 
stop, and the gut-wrenching 
sobs continued despite “bet-
ter” judgment. 

Alex was a friend my fam-

Devastating news, followed by shopping
ily never met. He was a fel-
low human I crossed along 
life’s path, whose talents and 
ambitions plagued him in a 
way I viscerally understood. 
His childlike hope for a better 
world put him in great jeop-
ardy. After all, sensitivity is 
very hard to handle. It’s as if 
the dentist left open that raw 
nerve instead of covering it 
up. Feeling everything is a 
blessing and a curse, a bless-
ing in that you are a conduit 
for deep emotion, and a curse 
in that you are a conduit, for 
deep, deep emotion. 

Eli hugged me, and said 
how sorry he was. He had 
broken down himself just the 
week before at the funeral of 
a close friend’s mom. Carol 
Perez was a woman he loved, 
and it was probably his first 
real loss. It was hard to lis-
ten to her eulogized, despite 
the comforts of humor. 

Here we were again, or at 
least me. Loss, repeated. 

We were supposed to go 
clothes shopping for him, and 
he told me it was fine, he could 
go alone, with his friend. I 
could feel the sorrow in my 
eyes as I looked at him and 
wiped away the tears. 

“No, it’s fine. I’ll be fine. 
What else am I going to 
do?” 

I pulled myself together, 
and drove to the mall. At Mar-
shall’s, we looked for pants 
and a sweatshirt for him, and 
while he tried stuff on I sifted 
through the racks and racks 
of stuff for me, loading up a 
full cart of black pants and 
various grey hooded tops. 
I needed nothing and, yet, 
somehow, life needed to con-
tinue, all the little bits of it 
that suddenly seemed useless 

and unimportant. Something 
soft and cozy, some flare-bot-
tom pants. Maybe these things 
could bring joy back. 

As if. 
We went to the shoe store 

and I spotted two pairs of 
boots I could see myself in, 
one for walking the dog and 
the other for nights out. 

“Those are you,” a stranger 
said, pointing as I tried the 
night-out pair, grey and black 
and full of buckles and straps 
and zippers. I laughed. I must 
be easy to read if a stranger 
seemed to know me, I thought, 
and then the smile slipped 
from my face. 

Seven years back, Alex had 
read me like a book on a bar 
stool at a restaurant, mid-af-
ternoon. He had seen in me the 
same frustrated artist he saw 
in himself, the person with so 
much to say they don’t know 
where to begin, once begun 
they don’t know where to end, 
and with a heart so open the 
feelings come flooding out. 

Children need to see how 
hard feelings are to deal with 
sometimes. They need to see 
us yell and scream and cry and 
mourn in the same way they 
need to see us show our hap-
piness and joy. They need to 
see that stiff upper lip trem-
ble, and get full up with tears. 
They need to know that things 
will not be okay for a time and 
then, hopefully, they will be, 
once more. 

Resilience. The only way to 
learn it, and teach your kids, 
is to let yourself get knocked 
down sometimes, and then get 
back up again. To love a per-
son is a beautiful thing, and 
to show the pain that love can 
bring, well, sadly, that’s just 
part of the deal.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson
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We’re your one stop for primary and specialty care.

Make your appointment at 
www.mountsinai.org/bh

300 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn
17th and 18th Floors, Between Tillary and Pierrepont

Welcome to Brooklyn. 
Welcome to Mount Sinai.

• Adolescent Medicine

• Allergy

• Anesthesia &

Pain Management

• Bariatric Surgery

• Cardiology

• Colorectal Surgery

• Dermatology

• Endocrinology

• Family Medicine

• Gastroenterology

• General Surgery

• Gynecological Oncology

• Infectious Disease

• Internal Medicine

• Maternal & Fetal

Medicine

• Midwifery

• Nephrology

• Neurology

• Neurosurgery

• OBGYN

• Oncology

• Ophthalmology

• Optometry

• Orthopedics

• Pediatrics

• Pediatric

Gastroenterology

• Podiatry

• Pulmonology

• Radiology

• Rheumatology

• Surgery

• Surgical Oncology

• Transplant

• Urology

• Vascular Surgery

• Walk-in Urgent Care
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated
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