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They Greene-lit the project and lo-
cals are seeing red!

Some Fort Greeners are fuming after 
the city’s Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission voted on Nov. 21 to approve a 
controversial redesign of one entrance 
to the neighborhood’s eponymous park, 
arguing the plan barely changed after 
 landmarks honchos criticized its disre-
gard for the meadow’s creators’ vision 
and told Department of Parks and Rec-
reation officials to take it back to the 
drawing board months ago .

“I think it’s a tragedy,” said Enid 
Braun, who lives nearby Fort Greene 
Park. “They pretty much doubled down 
on their original design and provided 
more historical arguments for why it’s 
appropriate, which we completely dis-
agree with.”

Commission members — who must 
approve the $10.5-million project because 
the meadow sits within the nabe’s his-
toric district — tabled their September 
vote on it, instead asking parks honchos 
to rethink their plan that proposes trans-
forming the green space’s entry at Myr-
tle Avenue and St. Edwards Street into 
a grand corner entrance leading to the 
Prison Ship Martyrs Monument by lev-
eling some hilly mounds near that cor-
ner of the lawn, chopping down trees, 
and creating a wider, paved walkway 
to the memorial. 

Changes in the new plan, which land-
marks honchos unanimously voted to 
approve, included slightly downsizing 
the pedestrian pathway, putting in more 
plants — including a peculiar 17-per-

Residents blast landmarks agency for okaying Ft. Greene Park plan

PRESERVATION BLUES
Friends of Fort Greene Park, a group 
that opposes the project. “I don’t think 
that anything was done since Septem-
ber that added to the attractiveness of 
the design. This park will be ugly com-
pared to what it is today.”

The landmarks agency’s vote followed 
that of Community Board 2,  which ap-
proved the redesign in September  after 
 months of debate over whether it catered 
more to gentrifiers or longtime locals 
who often visit the meadow .

But some opponents are not giving 
up their fight against the project, ac-
cording to the lawyer, who said he and 
fellow critics are considering how they 
might halt it after the landmarks com-
mission blocked their attempt to delay 
the makeover by demanding an environ-
mental study on the impacts of its pro-
vision to cut down healthy trees.

“We have to consider the options 
available,” said Gruen, who is also the 
president of the City Club of New York, 
another group advocating against the re-
design. “There are definitely possibili-
ties, and like any party who just failed, 
we will typically spend a few days think-
ing about it.” 

The Fort Greene Park overhaul also 
calls for installing a water feature, re-
surfacing the meadow’s basketball 
courts, repairing sidewalks, adding 
more lighting, and expanding the bar-
becue-pit area.

Construction is expected to begin in 
2019, according to a parks department 
rep, who said work will take place in 
phases in order to keep the Myrtle Ave-
nue entrance open to park-goers through-
out the process.

cent increase in shrubbery, and creating 
a smaller entrance with rounded Bel-
gian-block corners to make the park 
more welcoming, which green-space 
honchos claim is their main goal for 
the project.

But critics of the redesign, who ob-
jected to replacing the grassy mounds with 
the walkway, removing trees, and mov-

ing the entry to a corner of the meadow, 
blasted its revisions, claiming neither the 
parks department nor the commission 
took their objections to heart before pro-
posing and approving them.

“They are meaningless — one was 
17 percent more plantings, which is 
just flowers, that’s not trees,” said Mi-
chael Gruen, an attorney representing 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A motorist struck and killed a 
14-year-old boy as he rode his bike 
in Greenwood Heights on Nov. 25, 
police said.

Edwin Ajacalon was crossing Fifth 
Avenue along 23rd Street at 6 pm, when 
the driver collided with him from be-
hind the wheel of his grey sedan as 
he traveled along Fifth Avenue head-
ing towards Sunset Park, according 
to police. 

A surveillance camera mounted 
outside a Fifth Avenue eatery cap-
tured footage of the lethal impact, 
and shows the driver’s vehicle cruis-
ing at a high speed before hitting and 
dragging the bicyclist down the block 
towards 24th Street.

Paramedics who arrived at the scene 

found the teen unconscious, and rushed 
him to Methodist Hospital on Seventh 
Avenue, where he was pronounced 
dead, cops said. 

The force of the crash tore Ajaca-
lon’s battery-powered bike in half, the 
scattered pieces of which were found 
strewn along the block between 23rd 
and 24th streets, along with the boy’s 
shoes and red hat.

The driver remained at the scene 
following the wreck, and police de-
clined to press charges pending the 
results of an ongoing investigation, 
officials said.

An eye-witness who said she was 
working at a nearby eatery and saw the 
collision described the driver as rush-
ing to make a changing traffic signal 
when he struck the boy.

Struck by a car in Greenwood Hts

Boy cyclist killed
A driver struck and killed a 14-year-old boy riding his bike in Green-
wood Heights on Nov. 25.
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See BIKE  on page 14

By Adam Lucente
for Brooklyn Paper

It was a Columbus kerfuffle!
The city must tear down all stat-

ues of Christopher Columbus be-
cause the Italian explorer is not an 
American hero but a brutal col-
onizer who showed little regard 
for native life, some residents de-
manded at a Nov. 21 public hear-
ing on city monuments at Borough 
Hall, where one outdoor effigy 
of the voyager stands nearby in 
a park bearing his name.

“The Columbus discovery nar-
rative is an objective lie. If you 
come up here defending the lie, 
you either did not do your home-
work or you truly do not care — 
and I hope to God for the love of 
all black and brown people it’s 
the first one,” said Glenn Can-
tave, the head honcho of Movers 
and Shakers NYC, a group ad-

Monument mayhem! 
Locals spar over Columbus effi gies at hearing on boro statues

A statue of Christopher Columbus in front of the Kings County Surrogates Court in Bor-
ough Hall plaza.
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vocating for the removal of all 
of the explorer’s likenesses from 
the city. “Italians, you have ev-
ery right to celebrate your her-

itage, but not at the expense of 
black and brown lives.”

Around 100 people packed into 
a meeting room for the hearing held 

by officials from the Mayoral Ad-
visory Commission on City Art, 
Monuments, and Markers, which 
Mayor DeBlasio created after  the 
fatal August riots in Charlottes-
ville, Va. over the removal a statue 
of Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee from a local park .

The agency is charged with pro-
posing guidelines for how to deal 
with sculptures on municipal prop-
erty not consistent with the city’s 
values, according to the Department 
of Cultural Affairs’s head Tom Fin-
kelpearl, who oversees it.

There are four Columbus stat-
ues across the city in addition to 
the one in Borough Hall plaza, 
including two on the distant isle 
of Manhattan and one in each of 
the outer boroughs of the Bronx 
and Queens, according to the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation’s 

Officials from the Mayoral Advisory Commission on City 
Art, Monuments, and Markers discussed their ongoing re-
view of city statues at a public hearing at Borough Hall.
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See STATUES  on page 11

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s finally ready for a byte! 
The long-awaited Apple Store 

in Fort Greene will have its grand 
opening this Saturday. The high-
end technology giant’s shop on the 
bottom floor of the luxury 300 
Ashland tower is now the second 
in the borough — the  first opened 
on Bedford Avenue in Williams-
burg last summer .

Rumors of an Apple Store mov-
ing into America’s Downtown had 
been  ripening for years , back when 
former Beep Marty Markowitz 
penned an electronic missive to 
the firm’s late founder Steve Jobs 
 on his fancy iPad  asking him to 
open an outpost of the California-
based company in Kings County 
in 2010. The first — as this news-
paper brilliantly predicted in 2012 
— moved into Williamsburg in 
July 2016, and then in November 
2016, Apple honchos  signed a 10-
year lease  for space in developer 
Two Trees’ 32-story tower, ac-

Another bite of the Apple
Boro’s second Apple Store opens this weekend

cording to the Real Deal.
The Flatbush Avenue Apple 

Store will join a  mini Whole 
Foods Market  that’s set to open 
in 2018, a branch of the Brook-
lyn Public Library, a home for 
the Museum of Contemporary Af-
rican Diasporan Arts, a Brook-

lyn Academy of Music cinema, 
and 379 apartments in the tower 
near Ashland Place and Lafay-
ette Avenue.

Apple Downtown Brooklyn 
(123 Flatbush Avenue near Han-
son Place in Fort Greene). Grand 
opening Dec. 2 at 10 am. 

A new Apple Store opens on Saturday right next to BAM.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve got an authority prob-
lem.

Brooklyn Bridge Park bigwigs 
are flip-flopping on which gov-
ernment agency is responsible for 
mandating terms of development 
within the green space, discredit-
ing one of their main arguments 
in the  legal battle over two con-
troversial towers planned for Pier 
6 , according to opponents of the 
high-rises.

Lawyers for the park and the 
towers’ developer argued repeat-
edly that the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation — a semi-pri-
vate group that oversees the lawn 
in conjunction with the city — 
was in charge of green-lighting 
the project, not the state-run Em-
pire State Development Corpora-

tion,  claiming the settlement terms 
of a 2015 lawsuit only required the 
group to “seek” the state agency’s 
approval for the scheme, not ac-
tually get it. 

But a September request for 
proposal that meadow honchos 
issued for another development 
inside it listed the Empire State 
Development Corporation as the 
project’s lead agency — a designa-
tion that park leaders later changed 
to the Brooklyn Bridge Park Cor-
poration, which implied they were 
blowing smoke the whole time, 
according to critics.

“The park has an incredible 
record of lying, just out and out 
lies,” said Judi Francis, president 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park Defense 
Fund. “You can’t keep changing the 
rules in the middle of the case.”

One of the main unanswered 

Bridge Park names state as lead 
on new project, compromising 
claims in Pier 6 case, critics say

questions in the ongoing suit 
is whether a new environmen-
tal study should have been re-
quired before the development 
project began — a decision that 
falls to the lead agency — be-
cause the previous one happened 
in 2005.

The meadow’s attorneys 
claimed its honchos were in 
charge, giving them the authority 

to decide a second review wasn’t 
necessary, a point they argued 
tirelessly in their final appear-
ances before Justice Carmen Vic-
toria St. George, who will now 
decide the towers’ fate.

“There was no legal basis for 
ESD to act as the lead agency 
when this project was approved,” 
said David Paget during the last 

Butting heads

Did Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos discredit one of their 
main arguments for building two towers at Pier 6?
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See PARK  on page 6

Locals Ling Hsu, left, and Enid Braun claim the the revised Fort Greene 
Park redesign that the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission ap-
proved on Nov. 21 hardly differs from the original proposal the agen-
cy rejected in September.
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We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being part of NewYork-Presbyterian. 

We’ve expanded our services and added more world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine.  

They join the skilled doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn

Introducing 

newyork-presbyterian 
brooklyn methodist hospital.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s an armory armistice.
A Crown Heights pol who 

for months opposed the city’s 
plan to redevelop the nabe’s 
Bedford-Union Armory an-
nounced newfound support 
for the scheme at a Nov. 21 
Council hearing, after offi-
cials and developers agreed 
to axe luxury condos and in-
clude more affordable hous-
ing in the proposal to earn 
her endorsement.

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Crown Heights) 
declared her change of heart 
in front of her colleagues on 
a Council subcommittee, de-
scribing the revised plan for 
the military structure at 1579 
Bedford Ave. as a historic vic-
tory for local residents before 
the legislators voted unani-
mously to approve it.

“This is revolutionary in 
the sense we have not seen this 
level of affordable housing 
come to the Crown Heights 
community in decades,” she 
proclaimed at a meeting of 
the Council Subcommittee 
on Planning, Dispositions, 
and Concessions.

The new version of the 
scheme does not include 
48 swanky condominiums, 
which  the head of the city’s 
Economic Development Cor-
poration told Council mem-
bers on Nov. 14 were nec-
essary to fund the plan’s 
proposed affordable housing  
and a new community center 
that developer BFC Partners 
is required to construct as part 
of the deal in exchange for a 
99-year lease on the publicly 
owned armory.

The city and developer 
also agreed to expand the 
project’s so-called affordable 
housing component from 166 
to 250 units, and reduced the 
prices of those apartments — 
which originally ran as high 
as around $2,300 per month 
— to between approximately 
$640 and $1,280 per month. 
But BFC Partners will still be 
allowed to build 149 market-
rate rentals on the site as part 
of the revised proposal.

Armed by a new backer
Crown Heights pol switches stance on armory plan

councilwoman “stands against 
the Bedford-Union Armory 
project until 100 percent of 
units are made affordable.” 
But when this newspaper pro-
vided a digital copy of one 
leaflet to the pol’s spokes-
woman, Kristia Beaubrun, 
she said she could not com-
ment without knowing its 
source.

Cumbo’s biggest Demo-
cratic primary challenger, 
 who lost to the incumbent 
by less than 3,000 votes , ex-
pressed her frustration with 
the legislator for so quickly 
changing her tune on a proj-
ect that she said still lacks in 
affordability.   

“I’m disappointed, though 
not surprised, that Cumbo 
flip-flopped again in her posi-
tion on the armory.  She prom-
ised she would only support a 
project that included 100-per-
cent affordable housing in all 
her mailers during the cam-
paign, yet just two months 
later is set to approve a proj-
ect that still includes market-
rate housing on public land,” 
said Ede Fox. “At a time when 
public trust of politicians is 
at an all-time low, we need 
elected officials that will rep-
resent the people, not say any-
thing they have to in order to 
get elected.”

Opponents of the redevelop-
ment scheme packed the meet-
ing room for the Nov. 21 Coun-
cil subcommittee session, and 
one attendee who listened to 
Cumbo justify her newfound 
support for the armory plan 
— in which he said she re-
ferred to the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement and suggested 
the proposed recreation cen-
ter will reduce gun violence 
in the community — blasted 
the pol for her rhetoric.

“She said this was going to 
make things safer and better 
for young people, which is so 
disingenuous,” said Bedford-
Stuyvesant resident Skipp 
Roseboro. “This is going to 
gentrify the neighborhood, 
and it will force most of those 
kids out of the neighborhood 
before they have a chance to 
use the facility.”

Following the subcom-
mittee’s vote, members of 
the Council’s Committee 
on Land Use also approved 
the project. 

The results of a Nov. 30 full 
Council vote on the plan — 
its final hurdle in a months-
long approval process in 
which Community Board 9 
and Borough President Ad-
ams opposed earlier iterations 
of it — were not available by 
press time, but members all 
but certainly voted in line with 
Cumbo as the building is in 
her district.

Activists and critics of 
the city-backed redevelop-
ment plan argued its inclu-
sion of market-rate housing 

in any form was a giveaway 
to the developer, and slammed 
Cumbo for failing to abide by 
her 2017 re-election campaign 
promise to fight any proposal 
that did not include 100-per-
cent affordable units.

“Laurie Cumbo ran her 
whole election saying she 
would vote no unless it was 
100-percent affordable, and 
then she comes back with a 
deal that’s not even close to 
that, and calls it revolution-
ary,” said Cea Weaver, who 
works for housing-advocacy 
group New York Communi-
ties for Change. 

Some pro-Cumbo fliers al-
legedly circulated during her 
primary campaign stated the 

Crown Heights Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo ex-
pressed newfound support for the city-backed rede-
velopment plan for the Bedford-Union Armory.
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These fliers allegedly circulated amid Councilwom-
an Laurie Cumbo’s successful 2017 re-election cam-
paign claimed the lawmaker would fight against any 
plan to redevelop the Bedford-Union Armory that 
didn’t include 100-percent affordable housing.
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Enroll by December 15 for coverage january 1

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

JOIN US 
FOR OUR

FREE 
NUTRITION 

AND LIFESTYLE
EDUCATION 

CLASSES

TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Healthy & Pain Free
Get Immediate Relief From:

  BACK PAIN
  NECK PAIN
  FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 
SHOULDER PAIN

  HEADACHES
  SCOLIOSIS
  DIABETES
  FIBROMYALGIA
  ADD/ADHD/
AUTISTIC DISORDER

  SPORTS INJURIES
Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees for 
uninsured patients

R All Major CC
R Military Discounts

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Police cuffed a guy for 
breaking into a DeKalb Av-
enue restaurant on Nov. 25. 

Police found the 24-year-
old suspect hiding in the meat 
refrigerator inside the eatery 
between Adelphi Street and 
Clermont Avenue around  5:30 
am with burglar’s tools and 
receipts from the restaurant 
in his pants pocket.

Earlier that night, the same 
suspect broke into a closed 
restaurant on Lafayette Av-
enue between Adelphi Street 
and Clermont Avenue just af-
ter midnight and swiped cash 
and an iPad, cops said.

Package theft
A trio of nogoodniks broke 

into a Washington Avenue 
apartment and swiped sev-
eral packages on Nov. 25, po-
lice said.

The three baddies used 
a tire iron to break into the 
apartment between Gates Av-
enue and Fulton Street around 
5 am and ran off with the pack-
ages, authorities said.

Bling’s the thing
Some sneak broke into a 

woman’s Clifton Place apart-
ment and swiped her jewelry 
while she was away from Nov. 
22 through Nov. 26, author-
ities said.

The 27-year-old woman 
told police when she re-
turned to her home between 

Robbed one eatery, then went for seconds

Grand and Classon avenues 
after Thanksgiving she no-
ticed the rear window was 
broken and that her two gold 
rings and three pairs of ear-
rings worth a total of $820 
were gone. 

And the malefactor left 
blood on a bag in her linge-
rie drawer, officials said.

Tool-ish move
A goniff stole a bunch of 

tools from a Fleet Place con-
struction site sometime over-
night on Nov. 17, cops said.

The victim told police that 
he left the location near Myr-
tle Avenue at night and when 
he returned the next morning 
around 9 am, he realized the 
sneak stole a circular saw, an 
impact gun, a Dewalt laser, 
and two batteries worth $1,570 
from two locked boxes at the 
site, cops said.

Subway snatch
A goon grabbed a woman’s 

purse as she was heading to 
the subway on Fulton Street 
on Nov. 21, police said.

The 50-year-old victim told 
cops she was walking down 
the stairs to board a Euclid 
Avenue-bound C train near 
Washington Avenue when 

the creep approached her 
from behind around 1 pm 
and snatched her purse from 
her arm.

The villain ran off with her 
bag containing lipstick, her 
social security card, and some 
medication, all worth a total 
of $105, authorities said.

Cycle steal
Some jerk stole a guy’s mo-

torcycle parked on Clinton Av-
enue sometime overnight on 
Nov. 20, police said.

The 28-year-old parked his 
1994 Honda two-wheeler be-
tween Gates Avenue and Ful-
ton Street at 9 pm, and when 
he went to pick it up the next 
morning around 10 am, it was 
gone, cops said.

— Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Dance off
A sticky-fingered jitterbug 

snatched a cellphone from a 
straphanger after finishing 
his dance routine aboard 
an A train at Jay Street on 
Nov. 13.

The victim told police he 
was aboard the subway as it 
pulled into the station near 
Willoughby Street at around 
4 pm, when the crook, who 
was dancing for cash aboard 
the Manhattan-bound train, 
suddenly snatched his cell and 
waltzed away towards parts 
unknown.

Cash bag
Someone stole a man’s bag 

containing more than $4,000 
that he left unguarded inside 
a Fulton Street department 
store on Nov. 24.

The victim told police he 
forgot the bag inside a chang-
ing room within the big-box 
store between Smith and Hoyt 
streets at 1:44 pm, and rushed 
back about five minutes later 
after realizing it was missing, 
only to find his satchel and 
the huge sum of cash it held 
were gone.

Double wheelie
A thief stole two bikes a 

man left locked on DeKalb 
Avenue on Nov. 20, cops 
said.

The victim told police he 
chained his rides to a rack 
near Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion at 12:45 pm, and returned 
later to find the bicycles — 
together worth nearly $1,700, 
he said — were stolen.

Tee’d off
Cops busted a shoplifter 

who allegedly fought his way 
out of an Albee Square West 
department store with $20 
worth of shirts on Nov. 22.

An employee told author-
ities he was inside the store 
near Willoughby Street at 
2:22 pm, when he spotted 
the suspect walk past the 
register with a $20 package 
of undershirts and tried to 
stop him. 

But in lieu of handing over 
the shirts, the suspect grabbed 
the worker by the throat and 
attempted to force his way out 
of the store. He didn’t get far, 
however, and police booked 
him on a robbery charge later 
that day.

Bad call
A thief beat a woman be-

fore stealing her cellphone on 
Fourth Avenue on Nov. 25.

The victim told police she 
was smoking a cigarette and 
looking at her phone near St. 
Marks Place at 12:58 am, when 
the goon suddenly punched 
her in the face and ran off 
with her device.

—Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Purse pilfer
A punk threatened to kill 

a guy before stealing thou-
sands of dollars worth of bags 
from his home-goods store 
on Warren Street on Nov. 26, 
police said.

The 60-year-old victim 
told cops the lout came into 
the shop between Court and 
Smith streets around 10:30 am 
and said, “You know I will 
kill you right now.” He then 
ran off with five handbags 
worth a total of $3,000, au-
thorities said.

Battered up
Cops are looking for a goon 

who swung a bat at a guy on 
Columbia Street on Nov. 26, 
police said.

The 27-year-old victim 
told authorities he and the 
snake got into an argument 
near Bush Street around 5 
am, when the villain struck 
him in the arm with a wooden 
baseball bat, leaving a cut and 
welt. 

The victim said he knows 
the attacker from around 
the neighborhood, officials 
said.

Amped attempt
Cops cuffed a guy for swip-

ing a handful of energy drinks 
from a store on Smith Street 
on Nov. 23.

The 53-year-old suspect 
took $66 worth of the caffein-
ated drinks off the shelves of 
the store between Union and 
President streets on Thanks-
giving day at 9:40 pm, but po-
lice caught him in the act and 
arrested him.

Try again
A baddie tried to grab a 

woman’s purse on Kane Street 
on Nov. 23, police said. 

The victim told officials that 
the malefactor approached her 
from behind between Henry 
and Clinton streets around 10 
pm and tried to snatch her 
bag, but the woman fought 
back and the good-for-noth-
ing ran off empty-handed.
 — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

It’s Audi there!
An opportunistic thief 

stole a 2018 Audi Q7 valued 
at $55,670 from the parking 
lot of its 65th Street dealer-
ship some time between Nov. 
10 and Nov. 20, according to 
police.

An employee left the un-
locked car with the keys in the 
ignition in the dealership’s lot 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 
noon on Nov. 10, and by 3 pm 
on Nov. 20, he realized the car 
was gone, cops said.

Electric steal 
A crook swindled a Dyker 

Heights woman out of nearly 
$2,000 when he called her pre-
tending to be a rep from Con 
Edison on Nov. 22, authori-
ties said.

The perp called the woman 
while she was inside 13th Av-
enue business between 80th 
and 81st streets around 12:30 
pm, and told her she owed 
$1,925 on her electric bill and 
that he would cut off her ser-
vice if she did not pay, po-
lice said.

Out of office
A punk stole a woman’s 

wallet from an 85th Street of-
fice on Nov. 17, cops said.

The woman realized her 
wallet containing her driver’s 
license, two credit cards, a 
debit card, a gift card, and 
cash was missing from the 
office between Third and 
Fourth avenues around 10:15 
am, police said. She cancelled 
all of her credit cards after 
she discovered it was miss-
ing, but the credit-card com-
pany told her that the crook 
had already tried to use them 
multiple times, according to 
a report.

Deli dilemma
A nogoodnik distracted an 

employee at a Fifth Avenue 
deli on Nov. 24 before reach-
ing over the register and steal-
ing her pricey iPhone, two 
credit cards, a MetroCard, 
and a health insurance card, 
police said. 

The victim told cops the 
miscreant stole the items 
from the deli between 81st 
and 82nd streets between 2:20 
and 2:35 pm, and that she can-
celled her credit cards after 
he took them. Officials are 
reviewing area surveillance 
cameras.

Swiped in store
A good-for-nothing stole 

a woman’s bag off the floor 
when she was shopping for 
clothes at a Third Avenue 
thrift shop on Nov. 24, ac-
cording to a report.

The woman put her bag 
down when she was browsing 
the racks at the shop between 
68th Street and Bay Ridge Av-
enue between 12:30 and 1 pm, 
authorities said.

But when she returned 
to the spot where she left it, 
she realized the bag — along 
with her driver’s license, ID 
card, three credit cards, set 
of keys, and $400 in cash — 
were gone, officials said.

Police are reviewing cam-
eras in the area.

— Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s Santa’s fault!
Brooklyn’s beloved A&S 

became a Macy’s instead of 
keeping its iconic moniker 
because St. Nicholas himself 
made the Manhattan depart-
ment store a household name 
in the movie “Miracle on 34th 
Street,” a historian announced 
on the latest edition of Brook-
lyn Paper Radio.

Author and oboist Michael 
Lisicky told host and Brooklyn 
Paper editor-in-chief Vince 
DiMiceli that if not for the 
Natalie Wood movie, the A&S 
name could have been plas-
tered across America instead 
of ending up on the scrapheap 
of American retail. 

“It all goes back to the 
movie you loved so much as 
a kid,” Lisicky told DiMiceli 
on the show. “Because of that, 
people wanted Macy’s to come 
to town, and not A&S.”

In fact, A&S was sit-
ting on the top of the food 
chain at Federated Depart-
ment Stores when that com-
pany bought Macy’s, and the 
rest, as they say in the busi-
ness, is history.

Soon after, the store 
loved so much by the likes 
of Brooklyn newspaper ty-
coon Ed Weintrob (another 
guest on the show) became 

What killed A&S?
ON THE RADIO:

just a footnote in the retail 
history books.

But for more than 100 
years, Abraham and Straus, 
as it was officially called, an-
chored Brooklyn’s Downtown 
shopping district along Ful-
ton Street. In its heyday in 
the 1940s, the store employed 
more than 2,400 full-timers 
(who enjoyed a card room, 
gymnasium, hospital, and 
employee library) and wel-
comed an average of 70,000 
customers a day.

For years, Brooklynites 
eschewed Macy’s and Gim-
bels on the other side of the 
river in favor of the Brooklyn-

born behemoth, where they 
could buy clothes, liquor, ice 
cream, appliances, and even 
have dinner in its fifth-floor 
restaurant.

They even had a song they 
sang to cheer their department 
store over the one founded by 
R.H. Macy — and later by the 
same clan that ran A&S be-
fore a family squabble split 
the two stores up.

“I won’t go to Macy’s any 
more, more more, ’cause 
there’s a big fat police-
man at the door door door,” 
DiMiceli, whose grandmother 
only shopped at what many 
in Brooklyn called “A&S’s” 

recalled. “He’ll pull you by 
the collar, and make you pay a 
dollar, so I won’t go to Macy’s 
any more more more.”

The Downtown A&S re-
mained the flagship of a re-
tail empire that featured stores 
in Long Island, New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, and even one 
in Manhattan. 

Lisicky’s new book “ Abra-
ham and Straus: It’s Worth the 
Trip from Anywhere ” chroni-
cles the store’s history from its 
beginnings as Abraham and 
Wechler’s to its transition to 
Macy’s in the early 1990s.

But the author, who’s 
also written about Gimbels, 
Filene’s, Bamberger’s and Wa-
namaker’s among others, was 
happy to learn the newly re-
furbished Macy’s on Fulton 
Street, though much smaller 
than its predecessor, is still 
there.

“You have something to 
be proud of in Brooklyn,” he 
said. “Downtown department 
stores are going away, and you 
still have one.”

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
almost every Tuesday at 
3:30 pm — for your conve-
nience — from our studio in 
America’s Downtown and 
can be found, as always, 
on BrooklynPaper.com, on 
 iTunes , and of course, on 
 Stitcher .
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Author and department-store historian Michael 
Lisicky’s new book, and a sales staff pin from A&S 
that he bought on Ebay.
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By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Some creep tried to rob a 
Greenpoint coffee stand after 
pleasuring himself in front of 
a female barista on Nov. 21, 
cops said.

The skeevy suspect ap-
proached the java counter at 
The Lot Radio headquarters 
on Nassau Avenue between 
Banker and N. 15th streets 

around 10:50 am, where he 
stood outside and masturbated 
while staring at the 20-year-
old employee through a win-
dow, according to a report.

The worker then sought 
shelter in a back room of the 
facility, police said, and the 
man walked into the building 
and attempted to open the cash 
register, but he fled the scene 
after two employees entered 

the room and caught him in 
the act.

Authorities described the 
suspect as sporting a beard, 
and said he was last seen wear-
ing a black jacket with red 
stripes on its arms.

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 
asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The 
public can also submit tips 

Brewing up trouble
Man touches himself before attempting 
to rob Greenpoint cafe, authorities say

by logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or 
by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577. All tips are strictly 
confidential.

The suspect.
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day of testimony on Nov. 15. 
“The law could not be more 
plain and clear, ESD was not the 
lead agency, Brooklyn Bridge 
Park was the lead agency.”

But opponents and the law-
yer representing civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Associ-
ation, which filed suit against 
the Pier 6 high-rises in 2016, 
contended that decision fell to 
the state, which should have 
conducted a second survey 
because the area changed so 
much over those 11 years. 

And the green-space hon-
chos’ recent request for pro-

posal to develop a three-story 
Furman Street building within 
the meadow corroborates that 
argument because it named 
the state’s development corpo-
ration as the agency in charge 
— and is akin to a smoking 
gun, according to a legal eagle 
following the case, who noted 
that all development in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park is subject to 
the same rules set forth in its 
2006 operating agreement, the 
General Park Plan.

Two days after the attor-
ney representing the Heights 
Association pointed out the 
contradiction before the judge, 

park officials changed the lead 
agency on the Furman Street 
request for proposal to the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Cor-
poration, which supports the 
crux of their case for build-
ing the high-rises.

“That description was in 
error. As the sole agency with 
discretionary authority over 
the 334 Furman Street proj-
ect, the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation, not the 
ESD, is the lead agency for 
that project’s environmental 
review,” Paget, the park’s law-
yer, wrote in a Nov. 17 letter 
to St. George that was shared 
with this newspaper. 

Meadow honchos claimed 
the edit was merely due to 
a typo that was quickly cor-

rected, according to a park 
spokeswoman.

“The original RFP had a 
simple error and when it was 
brought to our attention, it was 
corrected,” said Sarah Krauss. 
“RFP respondents were then 
notified of the change.”

But Francis charged Brook-
lyn Bridge Park leaders were 
in fact caught red-handed, and 
scrambled to change the doc-
ument to fit their bogus ar-
gument. 

“You can’t switch horses in 
the middle of the race. It’s ei-
ther state or the city, you can’t 
keep switching whenever it 
suits developers’ needs — or 
greed,” she said. 

Paget did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Continued from page 1

PARK...

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

They’re in protected-sta-
tus purgatory.

Haitian immigrants living 
and working in Brooklyn un-
der temporary protection from 
the federal government have 
18 months before the mea-
sure allowing them to do so 
expires, the Department of 
Homeland Security’s acting 
secretary announced on Nov. 
20. News of the new dead-
line came two days before the 
measure would have expired, 
and two days after a group of 
Haitian-Americans marched 
across the Brooklyn Bridge 
to demand the Feds keep it in 
place — an effort that orga-
nizers said likely affected the 
government’s decree.

“I definitely think that our 
demonstration made an im-
pact, along with others around 
the country and the support 
from elected officials calling 
for an extension,” said Ritha 
Pierre, the president of the 
Haitian American Lawyers 
Association of New York.

Dozens of demonstrators 
joined local pols including 
Assemblywoman Rodneyse 
Bichotte (D–Ditmas Park), 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush), Public 
Advocate Letitia James, and 
Comptroller Scott Stringer at 

Not good enough
Activists blast end of Haitian protection

other form of legal asylum 
or risk deportation.

“This is not a victory be-
cause the only thing that 
can get done is provide peo-
ple with more time to get 
their stuff together and exit 
the country,” she said. “We 
are hoping that within the 18 
months there’s a change of 
mind, and that Congress will 
take some action.”

Pierre, who admitted an 
18-month extension is bet-
ter than a six-month one, said 
that the Haitians living locally 
since gaining protected sta-
tus still fear for their futures 
even though they have some 
time to come to terms with 
the latest ruling.

“If this was shorter there 
would be much more hyste-
ria,” she said. “There is still 
confusion and people don’t 
understand what it really 
means. People don’t really 
know how to react right now 
— it’s a mixed bag.”

Opponents of the govern-
ment’s decree protested it in 
Manhattan on Nov. 21, de-
manding a solution that would 
allow those Haitian immi-
grants it affects to legally 
remain in the country.

And this spring, the presi-
dent of the Caribbean nation 
wrote to President Trump 
urging him to maintain the 
temporary protected status 
granted to his people — who, 
if forced to return to Haiti, 
could overwhelm the island 
as officials slowly rebuild its 
infrastructure, which is still 
damaged from the earthquake 
and last year’s Hurricane Mat-
thew, Pierre said.

the Nov. 18 Brooklyn-to-Man-
hattan march, according to 
Pierre, who said the crowd 
united around the need to ex-
tend and preserve the tem-
porary protected status for 
Haitians who were allowed 
to immigrate to the United 
States after a hurricane dev-
astated their home country 
in 2010.

“We had a good amount 
of people and elected offi-
cials turn in out in support,” 

she said. “It was great to see 
that everyone was on the same 
page, because this is unjust 
and inhumane and something 
had to be done.”

But the Feds’ decision — 
which prolongs Haitians’ tem-
porary protected status until 
no later than July 2019 — is 
not a win for relocated peo-
ple, the organizer said, be-
cause all it does is send some 
60,000 immigrants in the U.S. 
scrambling to figure out an-

A group of pols and activists including Ritha Pierre, 
center at lectern, rallied before marching across the 
Brooklyn Bridge on Nov. 18 to advocate for extend-
ing the protected status of Haitian immigrants.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

T
his author is hex positive!

A Bushwick writer will spell out the 
historic connection between powerful 

women and accusations of broom-riding, 
spellcasting evil at a female-focused fes-
tival in Greenpoint this month. The author 
of “Witches, Sluts, Feminists: Conjuring 
the Sex Positive,” will give a lecture titled 
“The History of Witch Feminism” on Dec. 
10 as part of the Bust Craftacular, explor-
ing how the term “witch” is used to  vil-
ify ambitious and successful women , and 
how the archetype can be used in the hunt 
for gender parity. 

“The witch is an icon of both power and 
persecution, so it’s something to look at 
and say, ‘We’ve come this far, but there’s 
still a lot more to go,’ ” said Kristen Sollee. 
“She’s a beacon in black.”

In her book, released in June, Sollee ex-
plores the similarities between witch hunts 

of the past and present, and explains how 
the “witch” figure was both created and 
co-opted over time. 

“It’s really the history of how the witch 
has been culturally inscribed as an icon of 
evil for the past 500 years,” said Sollee. 
“And also how the witch archetype has 
been harnessed by women and feminist 
folks since then.”

She wrote the book during the 2016 
presidential election, when the reaction 
to Hillary Clinton exemplified the mod-
ern-day “witch hunts” that target women 
who dare to speak out against misogyny, 
Sollee said.

“I wanted to really address the rampant 
misogyny during the campaign and the return 
to misogynistic, puritanical, patriarchal val-
ues within the government in a really strong 
way,” she said. “It ties back into the same 
attitudes and behaviors that were prevalent 
during the witch hunts of the 1480s.” 

Sollee became fascinated with witch-
craft as a child, when her mother dabbled 

in the magical arts, and she incorporates 
elements of witchcraft into her own life, 
including paying attention to moon cycles 
and using oils, plants, and herbs as sources 
of empowerment. But women can reclaim 
the label without practicing magic, Sollee 
said — and so can men. 

“We have to reclaim the witch as an 
icon of strength — a witch is for every-
one,” she said. “And absolutely there are 
men who identify as witches, and non-bi-
nary folks, etcetera. I think reclaiming 
the witch as an archetype and as a sym-
bol of strength only works for folks from 
oppressed groups, though.” 

Sollee will be in starry company at her 
Sunday talk: writer Lindy West will present 
a lecture on “storytelling as activism” on 
Dec. 9, and actor and activist Amber Tam-
blyn will talk about “women and power.” 
The event will also include a craft fair and 
a musical festival featuring female-fronted 
bands Haybaby, New Myths, and Parrot 
Dream, among others.

Butter up!

This reality show is getting funky! 
Windsor Terrace chef Christopher Scott, of 

the neighborhood’s soul food eatery Butterfunk 
Kitchen, will show off his mastery in the kitchen 
on the newest season of Bravo’s “Top Chef,” 
which starts airing on Dec. 7. Scott joined 14 
other chefs for the cooking competition show in 
Colorado, where they whipped up a deconstructed 
Denver omelet and prepared Rocky Mountain 
Oysters. Scott has to keep his lips sealed about 
details until the television debut, but did say he 
returned home with many new friends. 

“I can tell you I had a great time — we’re cool 
with each other and had a great time, it’s long-
lasting friendships,” said Scott, who co-owns the 
Prospect Avenue restaurant with his wife.

Scott had applied several times to get on the 
show in previous seasons, but had never made 
the cut. So when the Brooklyn chef was invited 
to apply again this year, he initially turned down 
the opportunity. But his wife nudged him to 
try one last time — and it was good she did, 
he said. 

“I said ‘Thanks, but no thanks,’” said Scott. 
“She told me to call them back and tell them ‘Yes.’ 
So I went forth with the tasting and Skype inter-
views and everything about the whole process I 
hate so much, and this time I was chosen.” 

The night of the Thursday evening premiere, 
it will just be business as usual for Scott, who 
will be working hard in his kitchen — though he 
knows all of his family and friends will be eagerly 
waiting in front of the television, he said. 

“I’ll be working just like any other day. I know 
there’s a replay at one in the morning, so that’s 
the one that I’ll catch,” said Scott. 

“Of course my entire family is psyched up, 
probably a bit more excited than I am.”

And Scott can’t say if he brought back any deli-
cious new recipes for his own restaurant, but he did 
learn a few lessons throughout it all, he said. 

“I can’t specifically talk about dishes, but all 
the time as a growing chef, I want to be more 
humble in the way you go about things in your 
career,” said Scott. “And the one thing about 
this experience, it brings more humility into 
your craft and more respect, those are things 
that I picked up along the way.”

Christopher Scott on “Top Chef” on Bravo. 
Dec. 7 at 10 pm. And at Butterfunk Kitchen 
[1295 Prospect Ave. between Greenwood 
Avenue and Reeve Place in Windsor Terrace, 
(917) 909–0421, www.butterfunkkitchen.com]. 
Open Sun, Tue–Thu; 5:30–10 pm; Fri, Sat, 
5:30–11 pm. — Julianne Cuba

T E L E V I S I O N

He’s a glass half-empty kinda guy.
A comedian and former Brooklynite who makes 

his living by recording his complaints about the 
world while downing a bottle of wine will deliver 
a take-down of the Big Ap-
ple and its most obnoxious 
inhabitants at a live show 
on Dec. 6 at Littlefield in 
Gowanus. The boozing 
bellyacher, who lived in 
Flatbush before decamping 
for the distant isle of Man-
hattan, says he will have a 
few words of scorn for the 
hippest of the boroughs — 
but no more than he has for 
the rest of Gotham.

“I think it’s just overhyped,” said Matt Bellas-
sai. “But everybody’s the same level of a mess 
in every borough.”

The former Buzzfeed staffer started his first 
weekly online drinking-and-complaining show, 
“ Whine About It ,” while working at the listicle 
factory in 2015, taking on topics including the 
 worst kinds of co-workers ,  texters , and  room-
mates  — while drinking a full bottle of wine 
during each 30- to 45-minute recording ses-
sion. He left the web giant last year, but con-
tinued complaining in the same spirit with the 
new show “ To Be Honest ” and on his podcast 
“The Unhappy Hour.”

The irritated inebriate’s latest project is the 
book “Everything is Awful,” released last month. 
Bellassai said that when he put pen to paper, he 
also changed his focus to a new topic of annoy-
ance: himself.

“The book is more autobiographical — I hate 
the word memoir for people who are younger 
than, like, 90 years old, because nobody [that 
age] should be writing a memoir,” he said. “It’s 
funny stories from my life — it’s far more about 
me, mixed in with all the things that I hate.”

Over the last few weeks, the pessimistic funny 
man has taken his show on the road, mixing sto-
ries from his own life with his signature criti-
cisms of the world’s shortcomings. He has made 
one change to his normal ranting routine in the 
process, he said.

“I drank an entire bottle of wine on stage 
at the first show, and I very quickly realized 
that was not a great idea,” he said. “So I’ve up-
graded to whiskey.” 

Despite his down-and-outlook, Bellassai said 
that Brooklyn is one of the few places on which 
he will gladly heap some praise — especially 
compared to its rival across the river. 

“I still think Brooklyn is cooler [than Man-
hattan],” he said. “I fully admit that it is not cool 
to live in Manhattan. I’m not Carrie Bradshaw; 
it’s never going to happen for me, it’s not going 
to happen for anyone in Manhattan. Everyone 
in Brooklyn is in the spot.”

“Everything is Awful” with Matt Bellassai at 
Littlefield (635 Sackett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.
com). Dec. 6 at 8 pm. $40 (includes a copy of the 
book). — Julianne McShane

Awfully funny
B O O K

The witch way
Writer talks about feminism and occult accusations

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a big show of little keys!

An evening of music created for 
teeny-tiny pianos will plink its way 

onto a Boerum Hill stage this month. 
The Uncaged Toy Piano festival, at 
Roulette on Dec. 13, will feature five 
performers tickling the keys of min-
iature instruments created for kids 
— and allowing some of the toy pi-
anos to play themselves. The founder 
of the 10-year-old festival says that 
this year’s theme “Automotoy,” rec-
ognizes how much tinkering the min-
iature music makers can take. 

“They are more like sound objects 
than musical instruments,” said com-
poser Phyllis Chen. “And I think this 
year celebrates that idea and really 

invites the makers and hackers who 
find toys and decide to turn them into 
music-making devices.”

An old piano redesigned with ro-
botic elements will take center stage 
during the night, said Chen.

“One of my longtime collabora-
tors made a robot toy piano out of a 
smashed one, and refurbished it, and 
this instrument is going to be fea-
tured as a solo instrument alongside 
other performers playing toy instru-

ments,” she said.
The UnCaged Toy Piano event is 

named after experimental composer 
John Cage, who wrote “Suite For Toy 
Piano” in 1947, the first work for the 
wee instrument. In addition to several 
original compositions debuting at the 
Boerum Place show, Chen and other 
pianists will perform Cage’s “Music 
Amplified for Toy Pianos,” as a nod 
to the composer. 

Chen says that people are often 
drawn to the baby-est of baby grands 
because of their cute size and associ-
ation with the pint-sized Beethoven 
enthusiast from the comic strip “Pea-
nuts,” but she thinks that the toy piano 
can stand on its own three legs.

“They are very small and when 
people see it playing, they say ‘Oh it’s 
like Schroeder,’ ” she said. “But I think 
its really its own musical instrument. 
It’s not functional like full piano, so 
it’s more playful in that way.”

Chen says she owns a wide vari-
ety of the tiny toys, and each one has 
its own character.

“I don’t really bother tuning them 
because you get what you get and work 
with that, and that’s why I have so 
many of them — they’re all differ-
ent,” she said.

Interest in the festival of small in-
struments has grown every year, said 
Chen, because it is an experience peo-

ple can have nowhere else 
“I’m always amazed by all the peo-

ple who come out and see this festival. 
I think it’s really unique and unusual, 
but people do travel internationally 
and across state borders to attend both 

as audience members and perform-
ers,” said Chen. “With music there’s 
always so much to ponder and think 
about and look at, especially with the 
robotics nature this year, so that’s go-
ing to be a lot of fun.”

Playing piano
Festival of toy instruments 
is more than just kids’ stuff

Little sounds: Phyllis Chen, founder of the UnCaged Toy Piano fes-
tival will perform John Cage’s rarely heard “Music for Amplified Toy 
Pianos” at Roulette on Dec. 13.

Uncaged Toy Piano “Automotoy” 
at Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363, www.roulette.org]. Dec. 
13 at 8 pm. $20–$25.

M U S I C

“The History of Witch Femi-
nism” at the Brooklyn Expo Cen-
ter (72 Noble St. at Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint, www.bust.com/
talks). Dec. 10 at noon. $10.

W I T C H E S
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Curse the patriarchy: Kristen Sollee, standing in front of the altar in her Bushwick home, says that women can embrace the witch archetype without practicing witchcraft.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Dec. 2

Now that’s 
heavy metal
They’re more than 
meets the ear! The 
truly metal musicians 
of Cybertronic Spree 
are androids who 
have traveled the gal-
axy to deliver hard-
rockin’ robot rendi-
tions of the “Trans-
formers” movie 
soundtrack, along 
with other nerdy chil-
drens’ show themes, 
including “Pokemon” 
and “Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers.”

2 pm at BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. $10.

SUNDAY
Dec. 3

Sweet 
science
Get a dose of brain 
candy at the Sweet 
Shoppe, a pop-up 
exhibit that looks like 
a Willy Wonka-esque 
candyland, but will 
teach you all about 
the science of sugar, 
including its effect on 
all of your senses, the 
sweetest things on 
earth, and how cot-
ton candy is made. 
It’s all pretty sweet.

11 am–9 pm at One 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (360 
Furman St. between 
Atlantic Ave and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.guerillasci-
ence.org). Free.

MONDAY
Dec. 4

Fresh start
The indie comedy 
“Fits and Starts,” 
starring Fort Greene 
comedian Wyatt 
Cenac (pictured) and 
Greta Lee as a mar-
ried pair of writers, 
gets its New York 
premiere tonight at 
Nitehawk! Director 
Laura Terruso and 
Greta Lee will chat 
with the audience 
after the screening.

7:30 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $16.

TUESDAY
Dec. 5

Deer, Santa
The borough’s biggest 
Christmas tree will daz-
zle the crowd when it 
gets lit tonight, but our 
eyes are going to be 
on the actual, living 
reindeer that will be 
playing their games 
nearby, waiting for 
Santa Claus to make his 
appearance. You can 
sip hot cider while you 
wait, and enjoy a per-
formance from Brook-
lyn Ballet, previewing 
“Brooklyn Nutcracker.” 

4 pm at Metrotech Plaza 
(2 MetroTech Center 
between Lawrence and 
Bridge streets Downtown, 
www.downtownbrooklyn.
com). Free.

THURSDAY
Dec. 7

Wise ’crack
Brooklyn Ballet kicks 
up its heels and kicks 
off “The Brooklyn 
Nutcracker” tonight, 
an updated version 
that fuses traditional 
ballet, hip-hop, and 
world dances. All 
tickets to tonight’s 
opening include a 
glass of champagne 
at intermission, and 
for a little more you 
can join the gala din-
ner afterwards.

7 pm at Irondale Center 
[85 S. Oxford St. between 
Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0146, 
www.brooklynballet.org]. 
$52–$92 ($277 with gala 
dinner).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 1
ART, “DISRUPT” OPENING RECEP-

TION: A show of affordable art ex-
ploring the essence of change, dis-
ruption, and innovation. Free. 5 pm. 
Artists and Fleas (70 N. Seventh St. 
between Wythe and Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg). 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS JAZZ VESPERS 
SERVICE: Gospel and jazz singer 
Adriane Haye and her band share 
the spirit of Christmas. Refresh-
ments Served. $20. 5–7pm. Devoe 
Street Baptist Church [140 Devoe 
St. between Manhattan and Gra-
ham avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–5075]. 

ART, “PLEASE DON’T SPIT IN MY 
GARDEN” OPENING RECEPTION: 
A solo photo exhibit by Bryan Mar-
tello. Free. 6–8 pm. Nars Foundation 
(201 46th St., fourth fl oor, at Second 
Avenue in Sunset Park), www.nars-
foundation.org. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: Every night 
in December, an artist will provide a 
free one-pot meal for 15–20 people, 
and present a one-night exhibit, mu-
sical performance, short play, com-
edy routine, or other event. Free. 7 
pm. Open Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(646) 279–3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

MUSIC, KIRAN AHLUWALIA: Blues 
infl uenced by the vocal traditions of 
India and Pakistan. Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 683–5621], www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

THEATER, “IT SHOULDA BEEN YOU”: 
A musical farce about a wedding 
where religions collide, plots are 
revealed, promises broken, secrets 
exposed, and hope springs from 
unlikely places. $25 ($20 seniors and 
students). 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

DANCE, “AMERICAN DAWN”: A 
dance piece inspired by a poem, 
which was inspired by a sculpture, all 
titled “American Dawn.” $22 ($18 in 
advance). 8 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 
Calyer St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Greenpoint, 
(718) 389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

SAT, DEC. 2
ART, BROOKLYN MUSEUM’S TARGET 

FIRST SATURDAY: Celebrate the 
legacy of ancient Egyptian culture 
with a musical tribute to Sun Ra by 
Burnt Sugar the Arkestra Chamber. 
Free. 5–11 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, OXTAIL RECORDINGS CAS-
SETTE RELEASE PARTY: Musicians 
Matthew D Gantt and Maharadja 
Sweets each release their new al-
bums on tape. $7. 8 pm. The Glove 
[885 Lexington Ave. between 
Patchen Avenue and Broadway in 
Bushwick, (651) 456–8310]. 

MARKET, BROOKLYN HOLIDAY 
BOOK FAIR: Featuring vintage, rare, 
and out-of-print books. Free. 10 am. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

ART, “AMERICAN SKULLS AND 
FLOWERS” OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of Bill Miller’s collages 
made from linoleum fl ooring. Free. 
4–7 pm. Court Tree Collective [371 
Court St. between Carroll Street and 
First Place in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
422–7806], www.courttree.com. 

ART, 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA-
TION: Celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of Open Source Gallery with 
food, drinks, speakers, raffl es, and 
a silent auction. $60–$75. 7 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 17th St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-source-gal-
lery.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO 3001: A 
look at the sci-fi  burlesque of the fu-
ture, hosted by Nasty Canasta with 
Amuse Bouche, Jezebel Express, 
Minx Arcana, and the disembodied 
head of Doc Wasabassco. $15–$30. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V OTTOWA SENATORS: 
$15–$143. 7 pm.

SAT, DEC 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V AT-

LANTA HAWKS: 3 pm.

WED, DEC 6
MUSIC, TIM BURTON’S THE 

NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRIST-
MAS CONCERT: $35–$260. 8 
pm.

THU, DEC 7
MUSIC, TIM BURTON’S THE 

NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRIST-
MAS CONCERT: $35–$260. 8 
pm.

SAT, DEC 9
COMEDY, CHRIS ROCK: $89–$256. 

8 pm.

MON, DEC 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V WASHINGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$147. 7 pm.

TUE, DEC 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS: $12–
$180. 7:30 pm.

WED, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V DALLAS STARS: $15–$137. 
7 pm.

THU, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $44–$355. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 15
MUSIC, ODESZA: $24–$123. 7:30 

pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Back in blackout: Come-
dian Chris Rock returns to 
his hometown, bringing his 
“Blackout Tour” to Barclays 
Center on Dec. 9.
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Urgent Care is opening in December.  ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
 
 
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     
No appointment needed.
mountsinai.org

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

C
all it fair weather!

The popular Brook-
lyn Flea market has re-

located to an indoor spot in 
Sunset Park for the winter. 
During the summer and fall, 
the usually open-air market 
split its time between Dumbo 
and a spot on the distant isle 
of Manhattan, but it was time 
for the Brooklyn institution 
to come home, said one of 
its co-founder.

“We really felt the Brook-
lyn Flea needed to be back 
in Brooklyn,” said Eric 
Demby, who lives in Pros-
pect Heights.

The Winter Flea, as it is 
dubbed, began welcoming 
shoppers to its second-floor 
spot in Industry City on Nov. 
25, where it will remain on 
Saturdays and Sundays un-
til March. On its first day, a 
healthy crowd pawed over-
toys from the 1980s, flipped 
through vintage records, and 
tried on fur hats. Demby said 
that he was cheered by the 
size of the first-day audi-
ence.

“I was pleasantly re-
lieved,” he said. “It was 
pretty crowded, consider-
ing that we really only an-
nounced [the new location] 
last week.”

The winter shopping em-
porium has a slightly differ-
ent feel than the usual out-
door market, said Demby, 
with vendors spreading out 
and setting up their dis-
plays more like traditional 
shops. 

“People have a little more 
space, so it doesn’t feel as 
cluttered,” he said. 

This year, the Flea has 
organized its vendors into 
sections, with those sell-
ing vintage clothing in one 
area, furniture in another, 
and crafts and hand-made 
jewelry together. The Win-
ter Flea also has a mini-ver-
sion of the Smorgasburg food 
market to feed hungry shop-
pers, with 10 stalls, including 
returning favorites Ramen 
Burger and Chinese street 
food vendor Jianbing, along 
with relative newcomers C 
Bao and D’Abruzzo. 

“We try to have some 
balance between the most 
known vendors, and bring-
ing in some new faces, who 
might be overlooked,” said 
Demby.

The space also has a bar, 
serving beer, wine, and a 
handful of cocktails, and an 
area of tables and benches 
where people can enjoy their 
food and drinks.

In the weeks leading up 
to Christmas, the Flea will 
boast a few extra vendors, in-
cluding a pop-up shop from 
Greenlight Bookstore, chil-
dren’s clothing retailer Soor 
Ploom, and a gift-wrapping 
station with custom-made 
wrapping papers. And the 
Winter Flea will be open on 
both Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve, for those shop-
ping for last-minute gifts and 
those looking to show off an 
authentic Brooklyn experi-
ence to visiting relatives, 
said Demby.

“New Year’s weekend, 
there are a lot of people with 
visitors in town, and those 
are a lot of our core custom-
ers,” he said.

Winter Flea and Smor-
gasburg (241 37th St., sec-
ond floor, between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun-
set Park, www.brooklynflea.
com). Sat–Sun, 10 am–6 pm 
until March 27, 2018. Free.

Flea-ing Manhattan
Brooklyn Flea winters in Industry City

2 0 16

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

A world’s record: (Pictured left to right) Visitors flip through vintage albums at the Winter Flea, which will 
happen each weekend in Industry City through March. And tote bags created by local artist Claudia Pearson 
are on sale every weekend at the Brooklyn Flea.
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Bizarre bazaar
The Oddities Flea Mar-

ket is great source of gifts 
for your goth nephew. The 
weekend festival, curated 
by Atlas Obscura, will 
be filled with taxidermy, 
antique medical tools, 
wax models of anatomi-
cal oddities, jewelry, dark 
fashion, odd artwork, and 
much more.  

Oddities Flea Market 
at Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. at Man-
hattan Avenue in Green-
point, www.bkbazaar.
com). Dec. 2–3, noon–6 
pm. $5 ($20 VIP admission 
at 11 am).

Historic sales
The Fashion, Art, and 

Design Market will hold 
special Holiday Edition 
markets around the bor-
ough all month, but this 
weekend they are at the 
Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety. The fair features in-
dependent local designers, 
including plush ornaments 
from Love From Brook-
lyn, posters from I Lost 
My Dog, and borough land-
scapes from BrooklynLish, 
along with plenty of jew-
elry, clothing, soaps, and 
home furnishings. 

Fad Market at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-

repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111, www.fadmar-
ket.co]. Dec. 2–3; 11 am–7 
pm. Free.

They’re crafty!
The Renegade Craft Fair 

settles in Industry City this 
winter, downstairs from the 
Brooklyn Flea. Each week-
end of the Fair will feature 
150 different makers, in-
cluding hatmakers, carica-
ture artists, jewelry crafters, 
artisanal dog food makers, 
and much more. 

Renegade Craft Fair 
at Industry City (233 37th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, www.renegadecraft.
com. Dec. 2–3, 9–10, and 
16–17, 11 am–6 pm. Free.

Solid gold!
Eccentric nightlife spot 

Gemini and Scorpio will 
have racks filled with cos-
tumes, vintage fashion, 
feathers, and divine diva 
outfits during its one-day 

Present time!
’Tis the season of shopping! Forget about peace 

and love for your fellow man — the holidays are 
about presents! And you want your capitalist 
Christmas gifts to be uniquely Brooklyn — not 
something that can be found in every Target across 
the country. Fortunately, plenty of holiday markets 
are popping up across the borough over the next 
few weekends to meet your gift-giving needs.

See GIFTS  on page 10
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Other great CD rates available.

15 MONTH CD
1.50%

APY

Open an account at one our convenient
branches in New Jersey or New York.
You can also call us at 800-522-4100.

Harvest 
the savings

with Valley’s 15 Month CD

BONUS OFFER!
Earn an additional .10%
when you maintain other

Valley accounts.*

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Goldmine Shopping Party, 
where you can also sip cham-
pagne and have your fortune 
told between dress-up ses-
sions. 

Goldmine Shopping Party 
at Gemini and Scorpio (255 
Douglass St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus, www.gemin-
iandscorpio.com). Dec. 3, 
1–6 pm.

Precious things
The artist collective Gow-

anus Swim Society will take 
over the bar Dirty Precious on 
Dec. 10 for a Holiday Art Mar-
ket, featuring pins, t-shirts, 
original artwork, jewelry, and 
tarot card readings.

Holiday Art Market at 
Dirty Precious [317 Third Ave. 
between First and Carroll 
streets in Gowanus, www.
gowanusswimsociety.com). 
Dec. 10, 1–7 pm. Free. 

Bustin’ out!
The two-day Bust Craf-

tacular, hosted by the wom-
en’s magazine, will feature 
more than 150 vendors hawk-
ing hand-made goods, includ-
ing original oil paintings of 
bicycles, whiskey from local 
distillers, jewelry, ceramics, 
and more. Admission to the 
market is just $3, and for a 

bit more you can visit talks, 
workshops, and a festival of 
female-fronted bands.

Bust Craftacular at the 
Brooklyn Expo Center (72 
Noble St. at Franklin West 
Street in Greenpoint, www.
bust.com). Dec. 9–10, 11 
am–7 pm. $3–$40.

Freaky fair
Coney Island’s Freak Bar, 

where sideshow performers 
go to drink, will host a two-
weekend holiday market, 
featuring uniquely Coney 
handmade goods, including 
conjoined stuffed animals, 
crocheted wreaths, Christmas 
ornaments, and makeup that 
can stand up to stage lights. 
And after shopping, you can 
step into the sideshow for the 
“Christmas in Coney” bur-
lesque show on the night of 
Dec. 9, or for a Winter Won-
derland Laser Light show on 
the remaining days.

Holiday Market at the 
Freak Bar (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th St. in Coney Is-
land, www.coneyisland.
com). Dec. 9, noon–11 pm; 
Dec. 10, noon–6 pm; Dec. 
16, noon–9 pm; Dec. 17, 
noon–6 pm.

GIFTS...
Continued from page 9

9 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, DEC. 3
MUSIC, ENSEMBLE SD’S 

“BREAKING NEWS”: The 
Austrian ensemble presents 
an evening of US premieres 
and commissioned pieces. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

MARKET, 26TH ANNUAL 
COAT SHOW AND SALE: 
1–6 pm artist market place. 
Free. 3 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

MARKET, EAT PIE AND 
SHOP: Shop more than 
30 gift fair booths, enjoy 
delicious pies, and enter a 
celebrity-judged pie con-
test! Free. 11 am. PS 29 (425 
Henry St. between Baltic 
and Kane streets in Cobble 
Hill), www.eatpieandshop.
org. 

ART, AFFORDABLE ART 
SALE AND BENEFIT: All 
proceeds directly benefi t 
Brooklyn Art Council’s pro-
grams, which serve and 
support Brooklyn’s arts 
and cultural community. 
$30–$500. 2 pm. AccessArt 
(336 Flatbush Ave., at Flat-
bush Ave. and Sterling Pl. in 
Park Slope). 

COMEDY, THE ADVENTURES 
OF DANNY & MIKE: A live 
episode of Danny Tamber-
elli and Mike Maronna’s 
weekly podcast, in which 
they wander the world in 
search of adventure. Featur-
ing musical-comedy duo 
The Reformed Whores. $8 
($6 in advance). 7:30 pm. 

Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MON, DEC. 4
THEATER, “SHARDS OF AN 

HONOR CODE JUNKIE”: 
A cast of Broadway ac-
tors perform Blake Allen’s 
autobiographical musical 
about a gay Mormon boy 
struggling under the strict 
Brigham Young Univer-
sity honor code. Proceeds 
benefi t the Trevor Project, 
a support line for queer 
youth. $125 ($200 VIP, $75 
students). 7 pm. Tillary 
Hotel (85 Flatbush Ave. Ext. 
at Tillary Street in Down-
town), dayleyschmiedl.tick-
etleap.com/shards. 

MUSIC, BALKAN MONDAYS: 
Eva Salina and Peter Stan 
play Balkan Romani music. 
$10. 8 pm. Sisters (900 Ful-
ton St. between Waverly 
and Washington avenues in 
Clinton HIll), www.sistersb-
klyn.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show hosted 
by Jacqueline Novak wel-
comes Ashley Hamilton, 
Conor Delehanty, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, DEC. 5
LREADING, TARA JEPSEN: 

The comedian and per-
former reads from her 
debut novel “Like a Dog,” 
about a queer skateboarder 
trying to connect with her 
addict brother. Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096], wordbookstores.
com/word-brooklyn. 

MUSIC, “SYSTEMA MUNDI-
TOTIUS”: A hypnotic con-
cert length piece performed 
by percussionists and a 
clarinet choir. $25 ($20 in 

advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

COMEDY, STEVIE: A witchy 
comedy show inspired by 
Stevie Nicks. With Joel Kim 
Booster, Farah Brook, Sonia 
Denis, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Our Wicked Lady (153 
Morgan Ave. at Meserole 
Street in Bushwick), events.
ourwickedlady.com. 

MUSIC, GREY ALONE: $5. 8 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

WED, DEC. 6
MUSIC, ROOTS AND RUCKUS 

FESTIVAL: This four-day 
extravaganza of Americana 
music will feature more than 
30 old-timey bands play-
ing on two stages. Free. 
6 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

FUND-RAISER, PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD BENEFIT: 
With performances from 
Cindy Wilson of The B-52s, 
Greenpoint guitarist Kaki 
King, and singer Amy Rigby. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

THURS, DEC. 7
ART, “IMAGINARIUM” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION AND 
BOOK RELEASE: Claire 
Rosen collects her photos 
of fairy tale images and 
whimsical animals. Free. 6 
pm. United Photo Industries 
Gallery (16 Main St., Gal-
lery B, north of Water St. in 
Dumbo). 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
SAVES CHRISTMAS: Co-
median Kevin Maher hosts 
a video variety show, with 
pop culture experts discuss-

ing Christmas movies, TV 
specials, and more. $15. 
7 pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

FILM, “THE BROOKLYN 
BRIDGE”: Filmmaker Ken 
Burns screens his newly 
remastered documentary. 
A discussion follows. $16. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, THE GRIFTER PANEL: 
Magicians discuss the 
methodology behind some 
of the world’s most notori-
ous scams and cons. Free. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FRI, DEC. 8
DINING, TASTING AMERI-

CAN WHISKEY: Swirl, sip, 
and sample a selection of 
American whiskeys from 
across the nation. $45. 7 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, JAWS OF LOVE: With 
opening act Combat! $20. 
8 pm. Park Church Co-op 
(129 Russell St. between 
Nassau and Driggs avenues 
in Greenpoint), www.
parkchurchcoop.org. 

SAT, DEC. 9
DANCE, MOSCOW BALLET’S 

GREAT RUSSIAN NUT-
CRACKER: A traditional 
version of the Tchaikovsky 
classic. $27.50. 2 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

Hump day: Camels chow down on a meal of straw and hay in this image from photographer Claire Rosen’s 
“Fantastical Feasts” series, on display to celebrate the release of her book “Imaginarium,” at United Photo 
Industries on Dec. 7.
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9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Drink it in: (Pictured left to right) Art group Love and 
Victory will sell cocktail-themed pins at the Gowanus 
Swim Society’s market on Dec. 10. And these ear-
rings from Fruity Hoops, sold at the FAD Market, 
would also work at Christmas tree ornaments!
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THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL CAN BE INTERESTING!
brooklyn.winchendon.org

TIRED OF LEARNING ONLY  
WHAT OTHER PEOPLE  
THINK IS IMPORTANT? 

LEARN MORE: 

THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL OFFERS: 

• High school serving grades 9-12 boarding 

 or day campus in MA

• A NEW day campus in Brooklyn, NY coming in 

September 2018

• NY Campus classroom center will be located 

at the CDSC on Classon Avenue

• Highly individualized and engaging learning 

for students to achieve their greatest 

potential and success

• Graduates studying at top universities: 

Babson, BC, Union, GWU, UC San Diego, Davis 

College, SMU, UMass, Purdue, Providence,  

St. John’s, and Stanford University. 

• Financial aid and scholarships available

For additional information, contact Sean Duncan  
at 347-328-5653 or sduncan@winchendon.org

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Asparagus

$$199199
lb.lb.

11/29 7AM -12/04 7PM
29 30 01 02 03 04SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

$$129129Cauliflower

DELICIOUS!

D

Full Line 33forfor

$$1010

$$349349Blueberries

ORGANIC

Macintosh Apples

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Tomatoes
On-the-Vine
$$119119

lb.lb.

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Seedless Grapes

Navel Oranges

88forfor

$$199199 33 55$$
forfor

Stringbeans
¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$159159
Low Fat Yogurt

D

Orange Juice
$$299299

K

¢¢9999
Mango Juice

22 33$$
forfor

Sour Cream

D

Roasted Almonds
$$499499

lb.lb.

monument catalogue.
And they all should go, said 

another opponent, who likened 
the explorer to a murderer.

“He would kill indigenous 
people in the dozens,” said 
Williamsburg resident Javier 
Enriquez. “We keep saying 
he is not perfect — he is ex-
tremely far from perfect.”

Other attendees preached 
a more measured approach 
to dealing with the statues, 
however, acknowledging that 
Columbus had his problems 
but that he also achieved great 
things, some of which deserve 
to be commemorated.

“The pain that has sur-
faced in this area has to be 
addressed, but it doesn’t have 
to be addressed by removing 
statues,” said native Brook-
lynite Dianne Stillman. “He 
was a skilled navigator who 
started sailing at ten on com-
mercial vessels.”

And some supporters of the 
adventurer rebuked the accu-
sations that he is a stain on 
Italian culture, arguing that 
many locals with roots in the 
European country still revere 
its native son.

“Christopher Columbus 
was of Italian descent, and 
as such there is a signifi-
cant cultural element of im-
portance to New York City, 
as well as its Italian-Amer-
ican citizens,” said Steven 
Bamundo, a member of the 
Italian-heritage legal orga-
nization, Columbian Law-
yers Association of Brook-
lyn and Staten Island.  

Officials on Hizzoner’s 
statues commission, who are 

holding similar hearings in 
each borough, will conclude 
their review of city monu-
ments on Dec. 7, according 
to a rep from the mayor’s of-
fice, who said the survey’s 
findings will be revealed 
later that month.

Any structures that agency 
officials deem worthy of more 
debate will then be discussed 
by local community boards 
and the city’s Public Design 
Commission, which has the fi-
nal say on whether they should 
be changed or replaced, ac-
cording to Finkelpearl.

Memorials of Columbus 
aren’t the borough’s only con-
troversial monuments. In Au-
gust,  leaders at a Bay Ridge 
church removed a plaque com-
memorating a tree that Gen-
eral Lee planted there  when he 
was stationed at nearby Fort 
Hamilton army base — the 
site of streets also named for 
the Confederate leader and 
his contemporary General 
Stonewall Jackson,  which a 
Brooklyn congresswoman 
unsuccessfully petitioned the 
U.S. Army to change earlier 
this year .

But whatever is decided, 
tearing down statues will not 
rewrite history, according to a 
hearing attendee, who argued 
that all memorials should re-
main because they serve as 
powerful reminders of the past 
— whether good or bad.

“Regardless of what has 
happened, we can’t change 
it,” said South Dakota na-
tive and member of the Na-
tive American Sioux Nation 
Cheryl Dupris while fight-
ing back tears.

Continued from page 1

STATUES...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Now all they need is a 
job!

The owner of a Park Slope 
co-working facility is pro-
viding shelter for journal-
ists once employed by this 
newspaper’s competitors for 
the price of a $1-per-month 
subscription fee from now 

until the end of March.
The bargain-basement rate 

is being marketed to former 
employees of Gothamist and 
DNA Info —  whom billion-
aire Joe Ricketts fired ear-
lier this month following their 
vote to unionize  — but the 
shared-office space’s propri-
etor described the deal as ben-
efitting all local reporters.

Subsidizing a community service
Slope co-working space offers special rate for laid-off local reporters

shops was not the hustle and 
bustle, but the readily avail-
able supply of java.

“The noise didn’t bother 
me,” said Caroline Spivack, 
“But I would feel hopped up 
on caffeine going from café 
to café.”

Spivack, who lives in Bay 
Ridge, said she probably won’t 
take Lee up on his offer be-
cause of the distance between 
his facility and her home.

But the newswoman ap-
preciated his act of kindness 
nonetheless, noting how fel-
low reporters who live closer 
to Park Slope could benefit 
from the invitation.

“It’s a nice gesture,” she 
said. “I think it’s good for 
people in the area.”

“Whether they’re covering 
holiday festivities or break-
ing news about local crime or 
construction, it would make 
me happy to help journalists 
get the story out,” said Cosmo 
Lee, the self-described “chief 
co-worker” at Park Slope Desk 
at 501 11th St. between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues.

Journalists who cash in on 
the offer receive desk space and 
use of the facility’s conference 
room — perks that otherwise 
go for between $100 and $350 a 

month — and also have access 
to amenities that include high-
speed Internet, “ergonomic” 
chairs, and printing, scanning, 
and laminating services, ac-
cording to Lee.

More importantly, how-
ever, the entrepreneur said the 
professional atmosphere at his 
venue offers workers an oasis 
of calm from the nuisances 
that can plague coffee-shop 
and at-home reporting.

“Like our members, jour-
nalists need a place to focus,” 

he said. “Their apartments are 
full of distractions, and cafes 
on their beat are too noisy for 
them to work effectively.”

Gothamist employees gen-
erally crafted their sometimes 
snarky posts from desks at 
the company’s Manhattan of-
fice, but DNA Info’s journal-
ists typically worked in the 
field, according to the web-
site’s former Park Slope re-
porter — a Brooklyn Paper 
alum — who said the real 
problem with writing in coffee 

Entrepreneur Cosmo Lee is offering journalists 
space at his co-working business, Park Slope Desk, 
for $1 per month in response to sweeping layoffs 
that left reporters at Gothamist and DNA Info look-
ing for jobs — and a place to work.
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The holiday collection 
has now arrived at all Porta-
bella and Fino stores in the 
New York and New Jersey 
metropolitan area. 

A large collection of Eu-
ropean, international and 
designer menswear at Por-
tabella everyday value pric-
ing.

Featuring suits, blazers, 
tuxedos, tuxedo shirts, fash-
ion shoes and a large selec-

tion of dressy sneakers.
The casual is also trend-

ing to the dressy look.  Sweat-
ers, jeans, abstract design 
shirtings and overcoats are 
featured for the holiday.

Portabella and Fino 
stores are located in 30 con-
venient locations throughout 
the metropolitan area. Find 
the new collection only at 
Portabella stores and great 
value everyday.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella presents the holiday collection

ENRICO ASCHER, MD ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP NATALIE MARKS, MDANIL HINGORANI, MD

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NEW YORK

is pleased 
to announce 3 convenient locations 

with a new offi ce in Midwood.

THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER 
IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER

THAT SPECIALIZES IN 
VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy
Brooklyn, 
NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Hwy 

Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn,
NY 11219

B
irds do it, bees do it — 
but we don’t.

See exceptionally 
well, that is. When bees look 
at a flower, they see it almost 
as a neon sign pointing “This 
way to the nectar!” The pet-
als that look so pretty to us 
are dark to a bee, while the 
nectar-and-pollen gathering 
spot at the center is blazingly 
bright, like a target. Finding 
food becomes easy. 

Meantime, birds — well, 
eagles, anyway — can see 
mice and other prey from so 
far away, they can swoop in 
for the kill before their din-
ner knows what hit them. Or 
bit them. Whatever.

We are surrounded by ani-
mals with far better developed 
senses of all sorts, from smell 
to taste to touch. Some can 
even see things invisible to 
humans. Snakes, for instance, 
see infrared heat waves ra-
diating from animals, then 
slither over to swallow them, 
waves and all. And yet, we 
humans are no slouches our-
selves when it comes to sens-
ing the world, as I learned at 
the wondrous new American 
Museum of Natural History 
exhibit: “Our Senses: An Im-
mersive Experience.”

Even single cell organisms 
— the kind that first existed 
three-and-a-half billion years 
ago — have a basic sense of 
touch, says Rob Desalle, the 
exhibit’s curator. Weirder still, 
they seemed pre-wired for the 
senses that would come along 
later, like sight. 

Walk around the exhibit 
and you get to experience the 
way different animals sense 
(and fool) the world. For in-

stance, three butterflies ap-
pear identical. Beautiful! But 
when you see them under ul-
traviolet light, two of them 
have shiny stripes that make 
them look completely differ-
ent from the other one. In nor-
mal light, our eyes can’t tell 
the difference, but that’s the 
point: They all look alike — 
and disgustingly unpalatable 
— to the animals that would 
otherwise eat them. But the 
butterflies themselves need 
to know who to breed with. 
And to them, finding one of 
“their own kind” is obvious, 
thanks to their unique sense 
of sight.

In another room, the nose 
is front and center. Well, the 
nose is always front and cen-
ter, but you get what I mean. 
For your sniffing pleasure, 
you are encouraged to smell 
scent after weird scent and 
determine whether you think 
it is one of the 600 chemi-
cals that make up the smell 
of chocolate. Warning: One 
of them smells like a skunk. 
Could that stench be part of 
the “Chocolate 600?”

It is.    
In another room, you can 

listen to the sounds animals 
hear that we can’t, including 
the calls of a fin whale and 
house mouse. You can also 

grow jealous of the birds and 
reptiles with hearing that does 
not decline with age, because, 
unlike humans, the little hairs 
in their ears regenerate, while 
ours die off, making it harder 
for some old people to hear 
high pitched sounds.

To understand why differ-
ent animals developed their 
senses differently, you have to 
think about evolution — spe-
cies adapting to their environ-
ments. So bats have extraor-
dinary hearing (and big ears) 
because they fly around in the 
dark. But seals and whales 
have a terrible sense of taste. 
All that they can sense is salt. 
(I sometimes feel the same.) 
Why can’t seals or whales 
taste sweet or bitter? “Be-
cause they gulp their food,” 
explains Desalle. With so lit-
tle to do, their taste buds ac-
tually devolved. 

While most of the exhibit is 
a yin-yang of animals versus 
humans, at the end, we people 
pull way out in front. 

That’s because however 
well a snake sees, or a bat 
hears, they don’t have tech-
nology on their side — and 
we do. So even though it is 
impossible to be as eagle-
eyed as an actual eagle, mi-
croscopes let us see even the 
details of a mosquito’s foot. 

Satellites let us see the en-
tire earth. Slo-mo photogra-
phy lets us watch what is too 
fast in real life to see, like what 
happens when a drop of water 
hits a puddle, or the instant a 
water balloon bursts. Mean-
time, time-lapse photography 
shows us what’s too slow for 
anyone to watch unfold: The 
metamorphosis from caterpil-
lar to butterfly. The video of 
this is amazing.

And don’t forget, we are 
the only species to create 
things just to delight our 
senses. Symphonies. Art. 
Birthday cake. 

But perhaps most amazing 
of all is the fact that this ex-
hibit is in a modern-day sci-
ence museum, and it actually 
ends on a high note, celebrat-
ing mankind’s inventions. So 
many exhibits (and documen-
taries, and magazine articles) 
end with the exact opposite 
message: “Nature is great but 
man has screwed it up forever. 
Thanks a lot, manglers.”

The Senses exhibit ends 
with a cheer for humanity, 
learning from nature and 
sometimes surpassing it.

Take that, snakes. 
Our Senses: An Immer-

sive Experience through 
Jan. 6, 2018 at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural His-
tory [Central Park West at 
79th Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 769–5100, www.amnh.
org] adults, $28; children 
2–12, $16.50; seniors and 
students $22.50.

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow, founder 
of Free-Range Kids, and 
author of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?”

Making sense of our senses

By Lenore Skenazy

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Police are searching for a 
good-for-nothing who they 
said grabbed a 16-year-old 
girl’s rear while aboard a D 
train on Nov. 6.

The teenage straphanger 
told cops she was riding the 
Manhattan-bound Orange 
bullet somewhere between 

the 36th Street and Atlantic 
Avenue stations when the 
60-year-old suspect groped 
her buttocks.

The victim managed to 
snap a photo of the alleged 
creep before he exited the 
subway at Atlantic Avenue 
station and fled, according 
to a report.

Authorities described the 

suspect as approximately 
5-foot-7 and 230 pounds, with 
salt-and-pepper hair and a tat-
too of three tear drops below 
his left eye.

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 
asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The 
public can also text tips to 
274637 (CRIMES), using  
TIP577 in the message.

Groper on D train

The suspect.
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THIS IS NEW YORK CITY’S AFFORDABILITY CRISIS.

New York doesn’t just cost more. It costs a lot more. It’s not only that 
your taxes, transportation, and groceries cost more. The personal cost 
of lost time, missed vacations, or an empty college fund hurt the most. 
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ReclaimNewYork.org

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This picture is worth more 
than a thousand rabbis!

Some 5,600 ultra-Orthodox 
rabbis belonging to a Brook-
lyn-based religious organiza-
tion met in Crown Heights on 
Nov. 19 to pose for an annual 
class photo, setting the record 
for the largest gathering of the 
conservative Hasidic leaders 
ever, according to a rep for the 
faith-based group.

“It was the largest gath-
ering of rabbis — period,” 
said Rabbi Motti Seligson, 

a spokesman for Chabad 
Lubavitch, which extols the 
values of Hasidim to followers 
and potential converts.

The picture, which Cha-
bad officials promoted as a 
“Where’s Waldo of rabbis” 
in a press release, was taken 
outside of the organization’s 
world headquarters on Eastern 
Parkway between Brooklyn 
and Kingston avenues.

Only a few of the thou-
sands of spiritual leaders, all 
of whom are men, are looking 
at the camera in the panoramic 
shot — many are gazing into 

Men in black
Thousands of Hasidic leaders 
pose for pic in Crown Heights

Thousands of ultra-conservative rabbis gathered outside Chabad Lubavitch’s Crown Heights world head-
quarters on Nov. 19 to take a class picture as part of a several-day religious conference in the borough.
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their smart phones, some are 
talking amongst themselves, 
and others are distractedly 
glancing elsewhere.

But most of the rabbis wore 
an identical uniform of black 
suit and hat, and nearly all 
sported impressive, flowing 
beards.

The photo session was part 
of an annual days-long confer-
ence that concluded on Nov. 
20, during which the conser-
vative scholars attended dozens 
of workshops across the bor-
ough where they discussed is-
sues both sacred and secular be-
fore returning to their homes to 
share the lessons they learned in 
Brooklyn, Seligson said.

Some rabbis who reside 
in parts of the United States 
and other countries recently 
hit by natural disasters — in-
cluding hurricane-ravaged lo-
cales such as St. Martin, Puerto 
Rico, Texas, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands — used the Kings 

County coming together as an 
opportunity to collect much-
needed items for people back 
home, the spokesman said.

“A lot of them stocked up on 
supplies and sent things back 
home to help their communi-
ties recover,” Seligson said.

And the well-attended 
conference may sound like 
a tremendous boon for the 
borough’s hospitality indus-
try, but local hoteliers didn’t 
benefit much from the event, 
according to the rabbi, who 
said most visiting attend-
ees prefer to crash with 
friends, family, or members 
of the neighborhood’s greater 
Chabad community.

“Every year the local com-
munity in Crown Heights 
swings their arms wide open, 
and welcomes thousands of 
guests and graciously puts 
them up and takes care of all 
their hospitality needs,” Se-
ligson said.

By Leah Lu
for Brooklyn Paper

It was nerds’ night out! 
Brooklyn Tech honchos 

and alumni celebrated the 
Fort Greene high school’s 
near century of teaching 
math-and-science-minded 
youngsters at a swanky 
bash on Tuesday that hon-
ored three former students, 
one of whom praised the lo-
cal learning house for the op-
portunities it offered.

“Brooklyn Tech clearly 
changed my life. And like 
many others who graduated 
from it, I like to say that I owe 
much of my future to what 
happened there,” said Leon-
ard Riggio, who matriculated 
from the school in 1958 and 
went on to found bookseller 
Barnes & Noble. “The envi-
ronment itself was just so fer-
tile in terms of encouraging 
learning and personal devel-
opment.”

Toasting Tech
High school’s gala delights

Barnes & Noble founder Leonard Riggio, left, ac-
tor Tracy Morgan, center, and attorney Londell 
McMillan, right, hammed it up at Brooklyn Tech’s 
“Titans of Tech” gala on Tuesday.
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Don’t Go It Alone
Therapist Mark Baum will tell 

you that nothing is more gratifying 
then being a therapist in Brooklyn. 
Having a broad range of training- 
Mark is an NYU graduate from the 
School of Social Work, did post grad-
uate training at NYU Psychoanalytic 
Institute and worked as a counselor 
at Metropolitan and Woodhull hos-
pitals. This experience helps Mark 
in working with very diverse popu-
lations, from different sexual orien-
tations to many different cultures. 
At the hospitals in particular, Mark 
worked successfully with those suf-
fering from anxiety, depression and 
PTSD. Mark is client centered and 
many have stopped using drugs by us-
ing Cognitive-Behavioral Treatment 
Techniques. Even after 20 years as a 
therapist, he still finds the work ex-
tremely gratifying. Working with the 
LGBT population at Housing Works 
in East New York has made him an 
expert at understanding their spe-
cific concerns and how to help them. 
Also, being a Medicare provider has 
given Mark the opportunity to work 
with seniors, another population he 
has gained great confidence in help-
ing through various techniques.  

The road to becoming a Therapist 
was a very interesting one. Mark had 
previously worked as a book seller 
but was inspired upon meeting his 
future wife who was an art thera-
pist and it got him to thinking it was 
something he could enjoy and excel 
at. The thought of helping others in 
a gentle, respectful way really ap-

pealed to him. 
In graduate school, Mark expe-

rienced what it was like to be a mi-
nority in his classes: a man amongst 
a group that was overwhelmingly 
female. He would often be called 
upon to give “the male point of view” 
on many given topics. By the end of 
that experience, Mark certainly un-
derstood a lot more about the way 
women think and what it was like to 
sometimes be the lone voice in the 
crowd! 

Mark Baum now sees patients 
in his private practice at 26 Court 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn, very 
conveniently located with easy ac-
cess by most trains and many bus-
ses. He is able to take most insurance 
including Cigna, Empire Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and Aetna. Mark also ac-
cepts MEDICARE and many patients 
pay out of pocket.

You can contact Mark Baum at 
646-389-1587; or MarkBaumLCSW@
gmail.com.

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
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“The kid was standing over 
there and ready to cross when 
the car sped up trying to make 
the light,” said Diana Popoca, 
who spoke through a trans-
lator. “The light was chang-
ing, so he sped up.”

The motorist first tried to 
flee the scene after the col-
lision, Popoca said, but the 
driver of another car maneu-
vered that vehicle to block him 
from leaving. The witness 
claimed that four people then 
spilled out of the cornered se-
dan, one of whom managed 
to escape on foot despite a 
crowd of bystanders that de-
tained the other three.

“When he tried to run there 
was some other car close by 
that drove in front of it, so he 
couldn’t run,” she said.

Ajacalon emigrated from 
Guatemala last year, and de-
livered food for a local res-
taurant to support his parents, 
who stayed in the Central 
American country when the 
boy moved to Brooklyn, ac-
cording to his uncle, Estu-
ardo Vicente.

The family is soliciting do-
nations in order cover the cost 
of transporting the teen’s body 
to his parents’ village, accord-
ing to an assistant for Borough 
President Adams.

“They just want to be 
able to send their son’s body 
back,” said Denise Felipe-Ad-
ams, who has worked with the 
family since Ajacalon’s death. 
“If there’s anything possible to 
help that, please extend your-
selves to them.”

The beep rallied with other 
pols including councilmen 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sun-
set Park) and Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), and state 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–
Prospect Lefferts Gardens), 
on Nov. 27, advocating in-
stallation of speed cameras 
throughout Brooklyn in the 
wake of the boy’s death.

“The police department is 
looking at cameras to make 
a determination if the opera-
tor of the vehicle was speed-
ing,” he said. “That’s why we 
need more speed cameras in 
the city.”

Continued from page 1
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It was a pine way to spend 
an evening.

A massive crowd gathered 
on Fifth Avenue to inaugu-
rate this year’s holiday season 
with a tree-lighting ceremony 
just two days after Thanksgiv-
ing, but folks were more than 
happy to forget about their in-
laws and embrace their ex-
tended Park Slope family, ac-
cording to one local.

“It was a very sweet and 
wonderful outpouring of com-
munity,” said Park Slope res-
ident Susan Fox, who dressed 
as a snow lady for the Nov. 
25 event. “Anybody that was 
there could feel they were part 
of something beyond just their 
family, which is sometimes 
the focus of Thanksgiving.”

About 1,500 people turned 
out by the time organizers 
flipped the switch on the 
22-foot pine at around 6:40 

pm, which the Fifth Avenue 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict had shipped fresh from 
Vermont to J.J. Byrne Park 
near Fourth Street in order 
to ring in the holidays, ac-
cording to Mark Caserta, 
who heads the business-ad-
vocacy group.

Leading up to the lighting, 
locals were treated to farm 
fresh apple cider — and ap-
ple-cider donuts — courtesy of 
Down to Earth Markets, which 
will return to the green space 
on Sundays through Dec. 24 
to hawk produce culled from 
nearby farms.

Bubble Dad — a Park 
Slope guy who entertains at 
kids’ parties by blowing re-
ally big bubbles — brought 
his act to the bash, along with 
the team from Puppetry Arts, 
a local theater company that 
produced a holiday-themed 
show featuring its number-
one star, Tuffy Tiger. 

Xmas alight
1,500 people gather for 
Park Slope tree lighting

John Soster and Susan Russell Smith brought their son Will to ring in the holi-
days at Park Slope’s tree-lighting ceremony on Nov. 25.
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Musical acts included the 
Urban Choir Project, which 
sang Christmas songs and — 
to shake things up — the Foo 
Fighters’ tune “Learn to Fly,” 
along with some famed chil-
dren’s music songwriters from 
the neighborhood, including 
Emilia Robinson, Suzi Shel-
ton, and Katie Ha Ha Ha, who 
played for the crowd.

And of course Santa 

showed up along with one 
of his elven helpers, and the 
pair greeted kids in the first 
of numerous appearances the 
North Pole residents are ex-
pected to make in the nabe 
from now until Christmas.

The  business improve-
ment district’s honchos or-
ganized the event to coincide 
with Small Business Satur-
day — a holiday invented by 

American Express in 2010 — 
in order to promote the com-
mercial thoroughfare’s more 
than 500 mom-and-pop shops, 
although scheduling the tree 
lighting in tandem with the 
credit-card company’s gim-
mick came with another added 
benefit, Caserta said.

“It’s basically the first tree 
lighting in the city,” the busi-
ness advocate said.

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

These father-son bootmak-
ers are quite a pair.

Ninety-year-old Jose Der 
and his 45-year-old son Jo-
seph, of high-end bootery Der 
Dau, make custom footwear 
for a star-studded client list 
in their Gravesend workshop, 
and the son credits their suc-
cess to his father’s boundless 
energy and creativity.

“He’s 90, but he doesn’t act 
it,” he said of his father, who 
speaks limited English.

The elder Der opened his 
first workshop on Coney Is-
land Avenue in Flatbush eight 
years after he emigrated to the 
U.S. from Cuba in 1954, nam-
ing the business after his par-
ents, Jose Der and Maria Dau. 
His first customer at his Flat-
bush workshop was a Spanish 

Fancy footwork
Local bootmakers turn leather into gold

Boot, the company’s most pop-
ular design — as well as men’s 
dress and golf shoes.

A little more than twenty 
years after he first opened 
his Flatbush workshop, Der 
moved it to its current Gra-
vesend location, on McDonald 
Avenue, where artisans make 
about 3,000 pairs of custom 
shoes per year — in-house and 
mostly by hand. The father-
son duo attributes their suc-
cess, in part, to the Italian, 
French, African, and British 
leathers, as well as exotic skins 
— including ostrich, alliga-
tor, iguana, shark, and sting-
ray — that they use to craft 
the shoes.

“We use top quality materi-
als. That’s what sets us apart,” 
said Joseph, who began help-
ing out in the shop when he 
was 8-years-old.

But the fancy footwear isn’t 
cheap — Der’s boots start at 
$2,000. So naturally, celebri-
ties, serious fashionistas, and 
professional equestrians make 
up much of their clientele, who 
buy boots at some prices that 

would knock your socks off, 
according to the Ders.

“The sky’s the limit,” Jo-
seph said of the price points, 
adding that they once made a 
$35,000 pair of alligator-skin 
fashion boots for a client he 
declined to name.

Many shoes wind up on the 
soles of stars — both on and 
off stage. The Der Dau arti-
sans created boots for produc-
tions of “The Color Purple” 
and “Spiderman” on Broad-
way, as well as boots for Jay-
Z, Mary-Kate Olsen, Brooke 
Shields, Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, Madonna, and Ronald 
Reagan.

Today, the elder Der divides 
his time between his Gravesend 
workshop and a home in Flor-
ida, but travels internationally 
to equestrian shows whenever 
he has the time — wearing his 
favorite shoes: a pair of ostrich-
hide oxfords.

Der Dau [1885 McDonald 
Ave. between Avenue P and 
Quentin Road in Gravesend 
(718) 336–4513] Mon–Fri, 9 
am–5 pm.

equestrian, he said — a sale 
that foreshadowed the bread 
and butter of his brand, which 
still gets flooded with orders 

from professional riders for 
custom boots. But Der soon 
branched out to create fashion 
boots — including the Dream 

Ninety-year-old Gravesend resident Jose Der has 
been making leather riding boots for 50-plus years.
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The Long Island Rail Road will be installing new switches near Atlantic Terminal on 

the weekends of December 2–3 and December 9–10. During those weekends, the 

following changes will be in effect:

 •   No LIRR trains will operate between Jamaica Station and Atlantic Terminal

     •   NYC Transit will accept LIRR tickets for rides on the Q train between 

      Atlantic Terminal and 34th Street/Herald Square

  •   Eastbound customers: make the short walk from Herald Square to 

       Penn Station at 34th Street and Seventh Avenue, where you can board 

       eastbound LIRR trains
  •   

Brooklyn-bound customers: take your LIRR train to Penn Station, then   

       walk to 34th St/Herald Square and board the Q train to Atlantic Terminal

For more information, call 511 or visit mta.info/lirr.

 

No LIRR train service 
between Jamaica Station
and Atlantic Terminal 
December 2–3 and 9–10

© 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority #LIRR

Ride Q trains between Atlantic Terminal and 

34th Street/Herald Square instead


