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Your World  — Your News

WHAT THE TRUCK?

Everyone loves Santa!
Old Saint Nick visited animal-lover Sean Casey and a pup (bottom right) at the local’s 
eponymous Windsor Terrace rescue on Dec. 9, at an event that brought holiday cheer 
to attending borough beasts and their owners, including Michael Grinaldi and his dog 
Greta (bottom left), who practiced their smiles on the sidewalk; Tim Baker and his festively 
dressed puppy, Benny (top left), whom Baker adopted at Sean Casey Animal Rescue; and 
Richard Li and his furball Gadget (top right), both of whom bundled up and braved the 
snow to attend the bash.
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the BQE

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops busted a Brooklyn man 
suspected of nearly blowing 
himself up in a botched subway 
bombing on Monday that injured 
three straphangers and shocked 
residents who never considered 
their neighbor could be an alleged 
terrorist.

A Flatlands local described 
27-year-old Bangladeshi immi-
grant Akayed Ullah, who once 
resided in the neighborhood at 
E. 48th Street between avenues 
M and N, as a “shy and quiet” 
man whose inconspicuousness 
may have been a warning sign 
of his behavior to come.

“It’s the quiet ones you’ve got to 
watch out for,” said Alan Butrico, 

who owns the house next door to 
the one Ullah lived at as well as a 
hardware store at E. 48th Street 
and Avenue N.

Authorities apprehended Ullah 
after a “low-tech” improvised-ex-
plosive device strapped to his body 
ignited at 7:20 am inside an under-
ground passage linking two busy 
Manhattan subway stations.

The suspect lived with his par-
ents and brother at the Flatlands 
home, according to Butrico, who 
said he never saw police at the 
house next to his — until Mon-
day, when dozens of investigators 
swarmed the block, which they 
cordoned off for hours after the 
explosion.

But Ullah’s family members 
claimed he moved out of the Flat-
lands house some time ago in a 

statement released after his al-
leged attack, in which they both 
expressed remorse for the inci-
dent and blasted authorities’ in-
vestigation techniques.

“We would like to note that it 
has [been] widely misreported that 
Akayed Ullah resides at an address 
on E. 48th Street, but this is incor-
rect, and he has not resided there 
for many years,” read the statement 
released by the family’s lawyer. 
“We are heartbroken by this attack 
on our city, and by the allegations 
being made against a member of 
our family, but we are also out-
raged by the behavior of law-en-
forcement officials who have held 
children as young as 4-years-old 
out in the cold and who pulled a 
teenager out of high-school classes 
to interrogate him without a law-

yer, without his parents.”
Butrico said that his tenant who 

lives in the house next door to Ul-
lah’s former residence recently 
complained of loud arguments 
coming from inside the home, 
including a shouting match that 
occurred the night before the al-
leged terrorist’s assault.

But there was nothing out-
wardly remarkable about the 
Bangladeshi man, according to 
Butrico, who said his only interac-
tion with Ullah’s family was when 
they parked their car in front of 
his driveway.

“They didn’t care,” he said. 
“They felt like they owned the 
block.”

Investigators also stormed a 
Kensington apartment building 
at 679 Ocean Pkwy. following 

Ullah’s bungled assault, alarm-
ing locals who said they never 
thought they could have neigh-
bors tied to terror.

“I’m scared,” said David Scoffe, 
who lives a few blocks away. “You 
don’t know who your neighbors 
are.”

Ullah caused more damage to 
himself in the bungled attack than 
he did to his intended targets, ac-
cording to New York City Fire 
Department Commissioner Dan 
Nigro, who said police found the 
alleged terrorist with burns and 
lacerations to his abdomen and 
hands.

His victims, however, suffered 
minor injuries in the form of ring-
ing ears and headaches, and all 
three checked themselves into 
hospitals, Nigro said.

Bomber shocks Brooklynites
Subway-bombing terror suspect is ‘shy and quiet’, Flatlands neighbors say

Cops swarmed a Kensington building on Ocean Parkway 
between Webster and Newkirk avenues amid their inves-
tigation into local resident Akayed Ullah, whom police ac-
cused of igniting a bomb in Manhattan on Monday.
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Both New York City Police De-
partment Commissioner James 
O’Neill and Gov. Cuomo de-
scribed the detonation as inten-
tional, but a  New York Times re-

port  citing unnamed sources stated 
the device malfunctioned, and that 
the explosion failed to produce 
the shrapnel necessary to effect 
greater carnage.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They want more breathing room on 
the Brooklyn Bridge.

City officials released a plan to widen 
the pedestrian promenade on the borough’s 
namesake span in order to better accom-
modate the thousands people who cross 
it on foot and bicycle each day, Depart-
ment of Transportation honchos announced 
on Dec. 8. 

And it’s about time to fix the Brooklyn 
Bridge’s current pathway — a dangerous 
two-lane strip where pedal-pushing cy-
clists often swerve to avoid picture-tak-
ing tourists — according to a local, who 
said waiting much longer could lead to a 
fatal catastrophe.

“I was just walking here thinking, 
‘Someone’s going to die one day from 

these cyclists trying to zoom over the 
bridge,’” said Windsor Terrace resident 
Camille Winter. “There’s just not enough 
room with all the tourists who want to take 
the photos and everything.”

Pedestrians and bike riders crossing the 
Brooklyn-to-Manhattan bridge currently 
share one narrow path that’s divided in 
half: Brooklyn-bound walkers stay to the 
right of it and cyclists heading to the bor-
ough keep to the left. But those travers-
ing either side must share their lane with 
Manhattan-bound travelers moving to-
wards them in the opposite direction, in-
creasing the chances of collisions.

Local pols for years  pushed for ideas to 
expand the East River crossing’s elevated 
walking-and-biking path , which Brook-
lyn Paper readers  deemed among Kings 
County’s scariest places to ride . And in 
2016, the city’s transit agency tapped en-

Packing ’em on
Transit honchos reveal plan to 
expand Bridge’s pedestrian path

But before agency officials make 
any changes to the landmarked Brook-
lyn Bridge, which city preservationists 
would need to approve, they will conduct a 
roughly two-year study of the span’s cables 
beginning in 2019 to ensure the crossing 
can safely hold extra weight, according to 
transportation-department reps.

Another bridge stroller said he also wel-
comed a promenade makeover that sepa-
rates those on two wheels from those on 
two feet in order keep pedestrians safe.

“Sometimes bikers are going very fast 
and pedestrians are not paying attention, 
or vice versa, so if they could be separate 
that would be brilliant,” said Jordyn, who 
lives in the outer borough of Manhattan 
and refused to give his last name. 

Transit honchos also plan to mitigate 
congestion on the bridge by restricting the 
area at its Manhattan end where vendors 
can park their carts, which draw crowds 
that spill into the designated bike lane, 
according to reps.

And following the agency’s debut of a 
 new car-free gateway at the Brooklyn end 
of the span , officials said they also want 
to transform one of the bridge’s old off-
ramps in Manhattan, which is now closed 
to traffic, into a dedicated cyclists’ path 
that would connect to a recently re-opened 
bike lane as part of their plan.

The city wants to expand the biking-and-walking passageway on the 
Brooklyn Bridge promenade by creating two dedicated pedestrian 
paths and a two-way lane for cyclists.
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The current path is dangerous for 
tourists and cyclists.
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gineering firm AECOM to research con-
gestion-reduction options including wid-
ening the pathway.

That study’s results led transportation 
honchos to release their plan for building 
out the promenade, which proposes cre-
ating two dedicated pedestrian paths and 
one two-way lane for cyclists — and  cites  
this newspaper’s coverage of calls for ex-
panding the passageway.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a big trucking deal.
Thousands of big-rigs may 

be forced to rumble along 
Brooklyn Heights streets if 
state lawmakers don’t green-
light legislation to accelerate 
the reconstruction of a de-
crepit stretch of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway 
that runs through the nabe, 
according to city transit hon-
chos, who warned locals at a 
Monday meeting that the road-
way will soon be unable to hold 
the heavy vehicles.

“The corrosion in the re-
bar will have reached a point 
where the capacity of the struc-
ture to carry trucks is going to 
be reduced,” said Tanvi Pan-
dya, a project manager oversee-
ing the repairs. “We’re really 
concerned that we don’t miss 
that. We want to stay ahead of 
that curve.”

Department of Transporta-
tion engineers  cracked open the 
expressway’s triple cantilever  
— which runs beneath Brook-
lyn Heights’ fabled promenade 
and above Furman Street — last 
year, and subsequently discov-
ered that the massive trucks that 
cruise it daily will cause the 
three-tiered structure to start 
rapidly deteriorating in 2026, 
Pandya said, forcing the city 
to repeatedly fix problems that 
pop up as the cantilever crum-
bles or redirect the four-wheel-
ers to local streets including At-
lantic Avenue, Jay Street, and 
Flatbush Avenue.

“At that point, we can either 
keep letting the trucks on — 

Big-rigs may clog streets if BQE repairs don’t start soon

The Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s triple cantilever will 
crumble beneath the weight of trucks starting in 2026, ac-
cording to city transit honchos, who said they may have to 
banish big-rigs to Brooklyn Heights streets if the roadway 
cannot be repaired in time.
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which means we’re going to have 
bigger and bigger pot holes, big-
ger issues, and more emergency 
shutdowns — or we start diverting 
truck traffic,” she said. “Which 
all of you know is not the way we 
want to go because there’s nowhere 
for the trucks to go.”

The city is coughing up $1.9 
billion to fix a 1.5-mile stretch of 
the 70-year-old span between At-
lantic Avenue and Sands Street, 
and workers plan to begin the re-
construction in 2024 and wrap it 
sometime after 2028. 

But  local transit honchos are 
pushing lawmakers in Albany to 
pass legislation that would speed 
up the repairs by authorizing “de-

sign-build,”  a process that would 
solicit one bid for the project’s de-
sign and construction instead of 
hiring unique firms for each phase, 
and cut about $113 million from 
the job’s total cost.

And if Gov. Cuomo approves the 
so-called streamlined process for 
the city-run project by this spring, 
work on the expressway could be-
gin as soon as 2021 and end be-
fore 2026, according to the trans-
portation department.

Cuomo previously allowed 
several state-run agencies to use 
design-build, including the New 
York State Department of Trans-
portation, which implemented the 
process to construct the  new Ko-

sciuszko Bridge . 
But he has yet to sign off on 

legislation approving its use by 
city agencies on infrastructure 
projects, despite  Mayor DeBla-
sio’s  and other local pols’ demands 
that he do so.

State Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge) introduced legisla-
tion in Albany’s upper chamber 
last spring that would have autho-
rized the city to use design-build 
on eight projects, including the 
Brooklyn–Queens Expressway re-
construction, but it never made it 
to the governor’s desk.

Golden told  The New York Post  
that he plans to reintroduce the bill 
as soon as possible, however, and 
his colleague, the former assem-
blyman and newly elected  state 
Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) , said he would urge 
his fellow senators to support the 
legislation, though he could not 
speak to the likelihood of it be-
coming law.

“I can’t speak for the other par-
ties in this — I can tell you it’s go-

See BQE  on page 12
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It officially sign-ed off!
Workers tore the 15-foot 

red neon letters composing 
Brooklyn Heights’s iconic 
Watchtower sign from their 
framework on Dec. 6 as part 
of Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner’s  ongoing trans-
formation of the former Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses headquarters 
into a swanky office space .

The Witnesses filed plans 
with the Department of Build-
ings this summer  to rip the 
East River-facing characters 
that towered over the nabe for 
more than 40 years from the 
roof of the Columbia Heights 
building , but locals were left 
guessing when that day would 
actually come.

And without notice on Dec. 
6, workers climbed up onto 
the roof and started removing 
the heavy letters one by one 
in reverse — the “R” going 
first, and the “W” last.

Kushner stepped down 
as the chief executive of his 
development firm Kushner 
Companies in January, after 
the company — in a collective 
with developers Livwrk and 
CIM group called Columbia 
Heights Associates — pur-
chased the building for $340 
million in 2016. The group an-

Skyline surprise
‘Watchtower’ letters quietly removed

nounced its  plan to turn the 
religious organization’s home 
base into a massive office-
and-retail complex  in June.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
made their home in Brooklyn 
for more than a century, but the 
group is relocating its head-
quarters upstate and is bring-
ing the letters with them.

The framework that held 
the characters — which in-
cludes a flashing temperature 
and date — remains in place, 
however, and may soon hold a 
new marker above Brooklyn 
Heights, according to one of 
the building’s owners.

“As the property undergoes 
its transformation into a world-
class office campus, there is 
an opportunity to bring a new 
beacon to the Brooklyn sky-
line,” said Asher Abehsera, the 
founder of Livwrk.

The Watchtower letters join 
many now-gone placards that 
once hovered above Brooklyn, 
including the Kentile Floors, 
 Eagle Clothes , and Bruno 
Truck Sales signs in Gowanus, 
Red Hook’s E.J. Trum sign 
— all of which remains are 
a floating period and “R” — 
and Williamsburg’s Domino 
Sugar sign,  which will return 
to the factory’s landmarked 
refinery building after it is 
made over into a glass-and-
brick office space .

Workers on Dec. 6 re-
moved the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ iconic Watch-
tower letters, which 
towered over Brooklyn 
Heights for more than 
40 years.
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The religious organization is taking the giant letters 
to their new upstate headquarters.
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88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Some punk stole a wom-
an’s jewelry from her Gates 
Avenue apartment on Dec. 4, 
police said. 

The crook broke into the 
victim’s apartment between 
Downing Street and Grand 
Avenue sometime between 
10:30 pm and midnight and 
swiped her pearl chains, 
watches, a men’s gold ring 
with the initials “RM” on it, 
and a Kindle fire, all worth 
a total of $5,479, authorities 
said. The woman said she 
found her back door ajar 
and stuff thrown all over 
the floor after the break-in, 
cops said.

Bad day at work
A nogoodnik broke into a 

woman’s Saint James Place 
apartment on Nov. 5 and stole a 
bunch of her personal belong-
ings and electronics while she 
was at work, officials said.

The 26-year-old victim 
told cops she left her apart-
ment near Lafayette Avenue 
around 10 am, and when she 
got home from work around 
7:30 pm, she realized the sneak 
stole her MacBook Pro, cam-
era, social-security card, cash, 
and checkbook, all worth a to-
tal of 5,900, police said.

The victim’s neighbor, 
whose door faces her apart-
ment, told police his peephole 
was covered with toilet paper 
when he got home around 6 pm, 
according to a report.

Parcel pilfer
Cops cuffed a guy for swip-

ing a woman’s packages from 
the vestibule of her Lafay-
ette Avenue building some-
time overnight on Dec. 3, po-
lice said.

The woman left several 
parcels for Federal Express 
to pick up in the vestibule of 
her building between S. Port-
land Avenue and S. Oxford 
Street around 10 pm, but when 
she checked on them around 
5 am the next morning, most 
were gone and one was opened 
with some contents missing, 
authorities said. 

Cameras caught the sus-
pect taking the packages and 
dumping their contents, ac-
cording to a report.

Subway scamp
A villain swiped a woman’s 

Bandit slips in for some major bling

wallet from her lap as she was 
sitting on a Flatbush Avenue-
bound 5 train near Flatbush 
Avenue and Fulton Street on 
Dec. 5, cops said.

The 22-year-old woman 
told police she hopped on 
the last car of the train, and 
when it arrived at Nevins 
Street around 1:50 pm, some 
snake grabbed her wallet con-
taining $500 cash, two credit 
cards, and her social-security 
card, officials said.

Wallet grabber 
Some goon swiped a wom-

an’s purse as she was walking 
home near Classon Avenue on 
Dec. 7, authorities said.

The 60-year-old victim 
told officials she was re-
turning from a market near 
Lafayette Avenue around 9 am 
when the baddie approached 
her from behind, grabbed her 
purse from her hand, and fled 
with the bag containing her 
Medicaid card, cash, social-
security card, high blood-
pressure medication, and 
make up, all worth a total 
of $280.

Deli dilemma
A filcher stole a teen’s lap-

top he left in a deli on Lafay-
ette Avenue on Dec. 8, offi-
cials said.

The 18-year-old told po-
lice he was ordering a sand-
wich from the bodega near 
Grand Avenue around 12:30 
pm when he set his Dell Preci-
sion laptop down on the floor 
and forgot about it. 

The teen returned for his 
$2,000 laptop at 6 pm, but it 
was gone and the deli’s em-
ployees said they didn’t know 
where it was, cops said.

— Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Climbing caper
A nervy burglar climbed up 

a fire escape and stole more 
than $5,000 worth of cloth-
ing and jewelry from a wom-
an’s Butler Street apartment 

on Dec. 8, authorities said. 
The limber lowlife climbed 

from the fire escape onto an 
air conditioner to break into 
the victim’s building between 
Smith and Court streets some-
time after 6:45 am, and once 
inside took watches, ear-
rings, coats and shoes, all 
worth an estimated $5,240, 
police said.

Bye, bye bike
Some nogoodnik stole a 

man’s bicycle on Mill Street 
on Dec. 8, officials said.

The victim told cops he left 
his two-wheeler unlocked out-
side a store near Hicks Street 
at 9:40 am, and when he re-
turned a few minutes later, 
it was gone.

Security-camera footage 
shows a punk in a gray coat 
taking the black mountain 
bike, authorities said. 

Too much shade
Cops cuffed a guy for al-

leged marijuana possession 
and other crimes on the cor-
ner of Dwight Street and Wol-
cott Street on Dec. 8.

Patrolmen pulled the man 
over at 11:15 am for an ex-
cessive tint of his vehicle’s 
windows and, during their 
subsequent search, found 
marijuana, THC oil, and a 
gravity knife, authorities 
said.

Officials charged the guy 
with criminal possession of 
a knife and a controlled sub-
stance, as well as with unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana 
and an equipment violation 
for the tinted windows, po-
lice said.

Bar fight
A jerk punched a man in 

the face during an altercation 
inside a Columbia Street bar 
on Dec. 2, officials said.

The male brute socked the 
victim with his closed fist and 
smacked the guy in the brawl 
near Sackett Street at 9:20 pm, 
according to authorities, who 
said the victim did not go to 
the hospital following the in-
cident. — Adam Lucente

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Jewelry heist
A sneaky thief stole $16,350 

worth of jewelry from a man’s 
101st Street apartment on Dec. 
6, cops said. 

The victim told police his 
superintendent changed the 
lock on the front door of his 
apartment between Third and 
Fourth Avenues after he left 
for work around 7:30 am that 
morning, and that he discov-
ered the three baubles were 
missing when he returned 
later that day.

Cellular rip-off
A nogoodnik opened a Ve-

rizon account in the name 
of a Bay Ridge Avenue resi-
dent and incurred charges of 
$3,540 on Nov. 7, the victim 
told authorities this week.

The man lives between 
Third and Fourth avenues, 
and the perp opened the ac-
count around 10 pm, accord-
ing to a report.

Stooped low
A lowlife stole a parcel 

containing a laptop valued at 
$1,150 from the front stoop 
of a man’s Bay Ridge Ave-
nue building on Nov. 24, po-
lice said. 

The thief snagged the 
package  around 5:35 pm 
after it was delivered to the 
home between Narrows Av-
enue and Owl’s Head Court, 
cops said.

Easy pickings
A thief stole a woman’s 

wallet from inside her car 
parked on Narrows Avenue 
on Dec. 9, police said. 

The victim parked her 
car between 72nd and 73rd 
streets, and the thief made 
his move around noon, ac-
cording to authorities, who 
said the woman’s car doors 
were left open.

— Julianne McShane

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Pot head
A thief stole $80 worth of 

pots and pans from the lobby 
of a Fifth Avenue apartment 
building on Dec. 1., author-
ities said.

The victim told police a 
delivery guy dropped off his 
Amazon order for kitchenware 
at his building between Sec-
ond and Third streets at 6 pm, 
but when he went to retrieve 
the parcel the next morning 
at 9 am, it was gone.

Party mix
Cops arrested a man for al-

legedly possessing crack and 
weed after they caught him 
trespassing inside a Third Av-
enue public-housing building 
on Dec. 2.

Patrolmen reported spot-
ting the suspect loitering in-
side the building near Bond 
Street at 4:25 pm, and that they 
found the drugs on him after 
patting him down.

Tired out
Authorities cuffed two 

teens for allegedly stealing 
the tires off of a man’s bike on 
Fifth Avenue on Nov. 28.

The arresting officers said 
they were between Degraw 
and Sackett streets at 4:10 pm 
when they spotted the sus-
pects in the act of removing 
both the front and rear tires 
of the victim’s bike.

Hog gone
A thief rode off with a 

man’s Japanese-made motor-
cycle that he parked inside a 
courtyard off Bergen Street 
on Nov. 27, cops said.

The victim told police he 
left his two-wheeler in the 
open space between Fifth and 
Flatbush avenues at 7 pm, and 
returned at 5:30 am the next 
morning to find his imported 
speed machine stolen.

— Colin Mixson

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter By Anthony 
Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Polly wants a savior!
Some lowlife snuck into 

the exotic-bird room at a 
Williamsburg pet store and 
swiped a colorful South 
American parrot on Dec. 
5, authorities said.

The suspect entered the 
Petland shop at 92 Graham 
Avenue at 5 pm and slipped 
into to its glass-enclosed 
room full of non-native 
birds, cops said, before 
grabbing the hapless blue 
Quaker parrot from its cage 
and stuffing the thing in his 
pocket, surveillance foot-
age shows.

The alleged animal thief 
then fled the store with the 
winged creature, which is 
native to parts of Argen-
tina, Brazil, and Uru-
guay.

Police described the sus-
pect as a male between 25 

Man steals bird

A Quaker parrot.
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and 35-years-old.
Anyone with infor-

mation regarding the 
incident is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by 
logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at 
 www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577. All 
tips are strictly confiden-
tial.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A driver seriously injured 
a 51-year-old woman jogging 
in Prospect Park in a hit-and-
run collision before sunrise 
on Dec. 7.

The motorist behind the 
wheel of a black car illegally 
cruising the park’s West 
Drive — which Mayor De-
Blasio permanently banned 

all traffic from in 2015 — hit 
the victim on the road near 
Park Circle at 5 am before 
speeding off, according to 
cops. 

Another runner came to 
the woman’s aid, and para-
medics rushed her to Maimo-
nides Medical Center to get 
treated for multiple fractures 
to her pelvis, leg, and ribs, 
according to police, who de-

Car strikes jogger in hit-and-run
scribed the victim’s condition 
as critical, but stable.

The mayor announced ear-
lier this year that Brooklyn’s 
Backyard will be entirely car-
free starting Jan. 2, when ve-
hicles will be permanently 
prohibited from the Down-
town-bound East Drive — 
which motorists can cur-
rently cruise from 7 to 9 
am on weekdays.

Authorities’ search for the 
hit-and-run driver is ongo-
ing, police said.

Early morning horror in park

A car hit a woman on Prospect Park’s West Drive.
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Other great CD rates available.

15 MONTH CD
1.50%

APY

Open an account at one our convenient
branches in New Jersey or New York.
You can also call us at 800-522-4100.

BONUS OFFER!
Earn an additional .10%
when you maintain other

Valley accounts.*

Make your savings 
more rewarding

with Valley’s 15 Month CD

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’ve been L-eft in the 
dark!

Transit officials must 
release a plan for how the 
225,000 straphangers who 
currently ride the L train ev-
ery day will commute during 
the  impending 18-month clo-
sure of the subway’s underwa-
ter Brooklyn-to-Manhattan 
tube , local leaders and North 
Brooklynites demanded at a 
rally in Williamsburg.

“It’s just been silent. They 
don’t have to come out with 
a final plan, but come out 
with a pre-plan to discuss 
and amend and make sug-
gestions, just so we’re talk-
ing about it,” Assemblyman 
Joseph Lentol (D–Williams-
burg) said at the Dec. 5 event. 
“It’s going to be painful no 
matter what happens, but we 
have to try to make it pain-
less and do certain things that 
will ameliorate the situation 
so that subway riders can find 
alternate means of transporta-
tion without being hours late 
for work.”

City and state transporta-
tion honchos started meeting 
with locals  in early 2016  to 
discuss why they must close 
the so-called Canarsie Tube 
through which the L train 
shuttles straphangers across 
the East River into the outer 
borough, which requires ren-
ovations after being ravaged 
by superstorm Sandy.

That May, Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority and 
Department of Transportation 
reps revealed some measures 
proposed to provide transit al-
ternatives and mitigate the in-
creased congestion expected 
on other train lines when the 
repairs begin in April 2019 — 
including running more buses 
on  new dedicated lanes  and 
 bulking up other subways’ 
service .

And this May, officials 
floated other ideas such as 
 launching a new ferry route 
across the East River  — but 
since then, there’s been ra-
dio silence, according to 
another local pol, who said 

Lacking a tunnel vision
Locals, pols demand DOT, MTA issue L-train closure plan

time to devise solutions is 
running out.

“Last time we met with 
them was quite a while ago,” 
said Councilman Stephen 
Levin (D–Williamsburg). 
“We need to hear from both 
agencies soon — it’s totally 
unacceptable to go into the 
new year without a plan in 
place.”

Straphangers waiting to 
find out how their daily com-
mutes will change echoed the 
legislators’ concerns, claim-
ing the transit agencies ba-
sically left everything up in 
the air.

“There are just a lot of un-
answered questions,” said 
Greenpoint resident Eliza-
beth DuBois, who rides the 
L train regularly. “I’ve heard a 
whole bunch of nothing.”

And local commuters aren’t 
the only ones frustrated by the 
lack of information. Property 
owners and proprietors of area 
businesses that rely on foot 
traffic from busy stations 
along the line are worried 
about how both changes in 
train service and  an increase 
in noxious diesel-fueled peo-
ple-movers  will affect them, 
according to the leader of a 
commerce-boosting group.

“How they run buses will 
have a huge impact on our 
property and small-busi-
ness owners,” said Homer 
Hill, the head of the Grand 
Street Business Improvement 
District. “It’s imperative we 
get as much information as 
we can as soon as we can so 
folks can prepare for what’s 
going to happen.”

Levin worried that an on-
going feud between Mayor 
DeBlasio and Gov. Cuomo 
— which has included spats 
over issues such as  deer , the 
subway system, and road-
ways — could complicate 
the creation of any plan and 
its timely release, because the 
city and state will have to col-
laborate on one, he said, even 
though New York State of-
ficials call the shots on lo-
cal public transportation, a 
point  Hizzoner made crys-
tal clear this summer .

“My biggest fear right now 
is that the rivalry and bad feel-
ings between city and state 
will get in the way of effec-
tive coordination between 
DOT and MTA,” the pol said. 
“That’s a real risk here.”

And Lentol demanded the 
head of the state transporta-
tion authority, Joe Lhota — 

who returned this summer to 
the post he gave up in 2012 
to run a losing mayoral cam-
paign against DeBlasio — 
prioritize the L-train situa-
tion after spending months 
addressing problems to the 
ailing, cash-strapped subway 
and railroad systems during 
this year’s so-called  “Sum-
mer of Hell.” 

“His concentration is not 
on this, but he has to come 
out of that funk, recognize 
the problem, and find time 
to deal with us and meet with 
us,” the lawmaker said. “This 
summer will look like a drop 
in the bucket if we haven’t got 
some sort of a plan by next 
summer.”

Officials at both the De-
partment of Transportation 
and the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority are brain-
storming ways to address the 
suspension of Brooklyn-to-
Manhattan L-train service 
— the subway will still run 
locally between the Bedford 
Avenue and Canarsie stations 
in Kings County during the 
tunnel repairs — and hope to 
have a plan in place by the end 
of the year, a spokesman for 
the state-run authority said.

Assemblyman Joseph Lentol, center, demanded city and state transportation 
officials release a plan for the impending L-train closure at a Dec. 5 rally in Wil-
liamsburg.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

G
ood riddance to 2017!

What? We’ve still got two 
weeks before the end of the 

year? Well, that just means you’ve 
got time to make a plan for your 
New Year’s Eve partying. You 
don’t want to be stranded between 
parties when the ball drops, so 
make your reservation for Dec. 
31 right now!

High rollers
Dance the new year in with 

style, confident that the hoi polloi 
are 22 floors below. Your $275 
ticket to Westlight scores you an 
open bar, passed canapes, and 
jaunty tunes from the Broad-
way Project, a band of Broad-
way performers, along with gor-
geous views of the city.

Westlight (111 N. 12th St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, www.westlightnyc.com). 
9 pm–2 am. $275.

A Bazaar night
Spend the last night of the 

year rocking out with musi-
cians Amanda Palmer and Ja-
son Webley, who will host a “New 
Year’s Eve Phantasmagoria” at 
the Brooklyn Bazaar, featuring 
This Way to the Egress and spe-
cial guests Lacy Rose, Alaina 
Ferris, and Kalan Sherrard. 

Brooklyn Bazaar [150 Green-
point Ave. at Manhattan Ave-
nue in Greenpoint, www.bkba-
zaar.com), 8 pm–2 am. $65.

New beers eve
Drink away the bad mem-

ories of 2017 at the Brooklyn 
Brewery, where there will be 
an open beer bar, snacks, mu-
sic from Brooklyn blues and 
hip-hop performer Ryan O’Neil, 
and a barrel-aged “Ghost Beer” 
poured for the first time for the 
midnight toast! 

Brooklyn Brewery (79 N. 11th 

St. between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.brooklynbrewery.com). 10 
pm–1:30 am. $115. 

A Giant show
Beloved Brooklyn band They 

Might Be Giants will soothe the 
birdhouse in your soul with their 
bizarre wordplay and deep cuts 
from their 35 years of alterna-
tive rock tunes.

Music Hall of Williams-
burg (66 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, www.musichal-
lofwilliamsburg.com). 9:30 
pm–12:30 am. $40.

Purple pose
Forget 2018 — it’s time to 

party like it’s 1999! Celebrate 
the late, great Purple One at the 
“Purple Rain Dance Party,” at 
the movie theater-bar-restaurant 
Syndicated, featuring a Prince-
heavy selection of dance music, 
while wall-sized projections from 
“Purple Rain” and other trippy 
visuals are projected on the 
walls. With a midnight cham-
pagne toast.

Syndicated Syndicated [40 
Bogart St. between Thames 
and Grattan streets in Bush-
wick, (718) 386–3399, www.syn-

dicatedbk.com]. 10 pm–4 am. 
$30 ($25 in advance).

Decadancers 
The nightlife experts of the 

House of Yes expand into an op-
ulent, five-room space with “The 
Grand Ball” party, featuring ice 
castles, fire eaters, aerial per-
formances, champagne show-
ers, and a host of disc jockeys. 
Black, white, gold, or silver cos-
tumes are required.

The 1896 Studios & Stages 
(592 Johnson Ave. between 
Stewart and Gardner avenues 
in Bushwick, www.houseofyes.
org). 9 pm–8 am. $105–$125. 

Auld lang strip
Be among the exclusive crowd 

at the Way Station’s burlesque 
New Year’s Eve party — only 65 
audience members will be able 
to watch the Wasabassco host 
Nasty Canasta and performers 
Amuse Bouche, Logan Laveau, 
Kita St. Cyr, Pam the Natural, 
and Penny Wren shake and 
shimmy in the new year. With 
a champagne toast at midnight 
and a 1 am bagel brunch.

The Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between Prospect 
and St. Marks places in Prospect 

Block-head!

He’s captured the life of the party.
A Crown Heights photographer has spent 

more than 10 years shooting the borough’s block 
parties, and he will show off his images at the 
“Block Party” exhibit at the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum, opening on Dec. 16. The art-
ist began shooting the 
ubiquitous street fes-
tivals in 2005, and 
says he became seri-
ous about the hobby 
when he realized that 
no one else was docu-
menting the neighbor-
hood events.

“I started doing re-
search on block parties 
and I found out that no 
one in the history of 
New York ever doc-
umented a block party — that history hasn’t 
been written yet,” said Anderson Zaca. “I’m 
not going to write about it because I’m not a 
writer, but I said to myself, ‘Wow this is an un-
touched thing and I’m going to document this’ 
and that’s what I did.” 

For more than a decade, Zaca spent each 
weekend between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day snapping photos of block parties across 
the New York City. He was first drawn to the 
outdoor gatherings because they reminded him 
of his childhood in Brazil, when neighbors of 
many different cultures would come together at 
street festivals. He wants his exhibit to show-
case a similar feeling that occurs among New 
York neighbors — one that is rarely shown in 
the mainstream media. 

“In designing the exhibit I wanted some-
thing that represents the community, how we 
celebrate New York and how race doesn’t get 
involved or any kind of prejudice — it’s just 
one,” said Zaca. “I want to bring the best, to 
represent the people so the world can see — 
because if you ever went to a block party, 
you’re going to see the coolest people in world, 
where you don’t have to pay for food, and you 
are welcome as a family.”

E X H I B I T

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Mrs. Caliban” by Rachel Ingalls

“Mrs. Caliban” is a brilliant cult classic, long 
out of print and recently republished by New 
Directions. Despondent 
housewife Dorothy, nav-
igating suburban tedium 
and a cheating husband, 
wakes up one morning 
to discover a six-foot liz-
ard man in her backyard. 
He has escaped from a 
research facility after kill-
ing his captors. She’s ... 
intrigued. A setup worthy 
of a B-movie or an episode 
of “The Twilight Zone” is 
instead played for pathos. 
A surprisingly poignant and ultimately tragic 
meditation on identity and relationships.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Red Parts” by Maggie Nelson

This book is both a genre-bender and a page-
turner, a cocktail of memoir, true crime, and psy-

choanalysis. Author Mag-
gie Nelson’s aunt Jane was 
murdered in 1969, and the 
case remained unsolved 
until late 2004, when 
DNA evidence revealed 
a new suspect, who would 
be arrested and tried in 
court. At the time, Nel-
son was about to publish 
her book “Jane: A Mur-
der,” which told the story 
of her aunt’s life and death 
in narrative verse. Nelson 

decided to attend the trial, and “The Red Parts” 
details all that follows. It is an examination of 
our cultural fascination with sexualized violence, 
and an inquiry into the nature of dread, grief, 
justice, and empathy.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Catboy” by Benji Nate
This book is pure delight! Webcomic-turned-

graphic novel “Catboy” centers on friendless art 
school grad Olive, who wishes on a falling star 
for her cat Henry to come 
hang out with her like a 
person. He does, but he’s 
still kind of a cat and thus 
hijinks ensue — including 
sardines, dog-sitting, fig-
ure drawing, and slumber 
parties with a mix of cat 
and human participants. 
“Catboy” is a bubblegum 
pop of a read — sugary-
sweet, loud, and (if you’re 
like me), it will leave you in 
a sticky film of nostalgia for your early 20s.

— Ashanti White-Wallace, Word [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s prepared for War!

A former American Idol 
finalist will funk things 

up with his band Juggernaut 
War Party at the Uplift! Brook-
lyn fund-raising event on Dec. 
20 in Clinton Hill. The Crown 
Heights resident first found na-
tional prominence playing gui-
tar on Nickelodeon’s “ The Na-
ked Brothers Band ” television 
show as a 10-year-old, but says 
his musical inclinations devel-
oped long before that.

“My parents always said that 
I had a natural knack for music 
growing up,” said Qaasim Mid-
dleton, 21, who was born and 

raised in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“I was beatboxing at two-and-a-
half. And I was rapping at two 
or three. When I was six, I was 
already harmonizing.”

Middleton auditioned for 
“American Idol” in 2015, af-
ter his mentor, dancer Kevin 
Hunt, and his mother encour-
aged him to distinguish himself 
from the competition by add-
ing  some dance moves to his 
vocal performance . He reached 
eighth place, but says the show 
helped him to try new musical 
genres and to hone his perfor-
mance skills.

“I’m a balladeer, I didn’t sing 
fast songs or up-tempo songs un-
til ‘American Idol,’ ” he said. “My 
mom and [Hunt] encouraged me 

to bring my dancing with my 
singing. They really helped mold 
me to really branch out how far 
I could take my artistry.” 

After “Idol,” he formed 
Juggernaut War Party, and 
the group competed in the 
2016 AfroPunk Battle of the 
Bands, winning a place on stage 
at the prestigious annual festi-
val. The band’s influences in-
clude Pharrell, the Foo Fighters, 
Prince, Michael Jackson, and 
Ray Charles, said Middleton, 
a diverse set that has led to a 
distinct signature sound.

“The name Juggernaut War 
Party sounds very intense, and 
that’s the kind of music we cre-
ate,” he said. “It’s funk, it’s rock, 
it’s hip-hop, it’s soul, it’s alter-

native jazz.” 
At the Dec. 20 event, which 

will benefit  Exalt , a local group 
that works with youth in the 
criminal justice system, Mid-
dleton and his crew will play 
alongside local acts Wishes and 
Thieves, Mr. Reed, and come-
dian Carolyn Castiglia. The 
group plans to unveil its new 
single “Anti-Hero,” which will 
be released next month, along 

with other new tunes. Working 
with the other members of the 
band has helped Middleton to 
develop and improve the mu-
sic that he’s loved playing since 
he was a gifted kid. 

“I was always creating the 
kind of music that I now do with 
Juggernaut, but now we have a 
crew to play it with,” he said. 
“The development of the ideas 
that I had were brought to life 

more frequently with the level 
and caliber of musicians that 
I have in my camp. It makes 
me better.”

Qaasim & the Juggernaut 
War Party at the Exalt Youth 
Benefit at C’mon Everybody 
(325 Franklin Ave. between 
Clifton Place and Greene Av-
enue in Clinton Hill, www.tick-
etfly.com). Dec. 20 at 7 pm. 
$20 ($15 in advance).

Out with 
a bang!
Your guide to the borough’s 
best New Year’s Eve parties

Screen to stage
Young ‘American Idol’ star rocks 
out with Juggernaut War Party!

See BANG on page 10

Razzle dazzle: The thousands of lights on Coney Island’s Para-
chute Jump will shimmer and pulse at the stroke of midnight on 
New Year’s Eve.
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Out in style: Well-dressed partiers will gather in Grand 
Army Plaza at midnight on Dec. 31 to welcome the new 
year with fireworks and Borough President Adams!
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Jug band: Qaasim Middleton, center, will perform with Juggernaut War Party at the 
Exalt youth benefit concert at C’mon Everybody in Clinton Hill on Dec. 20.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Dec. 16

This, that, 
and the otter
After catching one 
holiday special come 
to life in the after-
noon (see page 9), 
listen to the local jug 
band Salt Cracker 
Crazies perform the  
soundtrack to 
“Emmet Otter’s Jug 
Band Christmas,” the 
Jim Henson-pro-
duced story of a furry 
four-piece (pictured) 
who face off against 
the evil Riverbottom 
Nightmare Band. 

6 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com]. Free.

SUNDAY
Dec. 17

Cracking up
We know you can’t 
get enough of “The 
Nutcracker,” and this 
is your last chance to 
catch the dance clas-
sic in Brooklyn this 
winter! So head to 
Manhattan Beach, 
where the State The-
ater of Russia will kick 
out a traditional 
translation of Tchaik-
ovsky’s ballet, com-
plete with sugar plum 
fairies, battling mice, 
and gifts from 
around the world.

3 pm at On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. $32–$37.

MONDAY
Dec. 18

A latke love!
Indulge in fried potato 
treats at the annual 
Latke Festival! Dozens 
of Brooklyn restaurants 
will trying to out-do 
each other with cre-
ative interpretations of 
the traditional latke, 
along with dancing 
and drinks all night! 
Proceeds go to the Syl-
via Center, which 
teaches kids to make 
better food decisions 
than you are likely to 
this night!

6–8:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $55–$120.

WEDNESDAY
Dec. 20

PC culture
Park Slope comedian 
and writer John 
Hodgman (pictured), 
the one-time embodi-
ment of the personal 
computer, portrayer 
of eccentric billion-
aires, and definitive 
judge in the court of 
podcasts, teams up 
with comedian and 
rapper Jean Grae for 
a variety show in 
which they choose 
subjects by spinning a 
wheel and welcome 
surprise guests. 

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $15.

THURSDAY
Dec. 21

Flat feet
Dance away the lon-
gest night of the year 
with a gang of hoof-
ers, fiddlers and pick-
ers, parading down 
Flatbush Avenue as 
part of the Make 
Music Winter festival. 
You can learn the art 
of Appalachian flat-
footing by showing 
up at 4 pm, and the 
parade will march 
down Flatbush start-
ing at sundown (4:32 
pm, yeesh!). An after-
party at Morgan’s 
BBQ starts at 7 pm.

4:32 pm outside M&T 
Bank (354 Flatbush Ave., 
between Eight Avenue 
and Sterling Place in Park 
Slope, www.makemusicny.
org). Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 15
DANCE, “THE BROOKLYN NUT-

CRACKER”: Brooklyn Ballet pres-
ents a fusion of ballet, hip-hop, and 
world dance genres to create a new 
tradition. $15–$97. 3 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0146], www.brooklynballet.org. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: Every night 
in December, an artist will provide a 
free one-pot meal for 15–20 people, 
and present a one-night exhibit, mu-
sical performance, short play, com-
edy routine, or other event. Free. 7 
pm. Open Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(646) 279–3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

MUSIC, “NAVIDAD NUESTRA”: The 
holiday concert from Grace Choral 
celebrates the cultural heritage of 
the Spanish-speaking Americas. $15 
($12 seniors and students). 7 pm. All 
Saints Church (286 Seventh Ave. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh streets in 
Park Slope), www.gracechorale.org. 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: A festival featur-
ing two different dance companies 
each night. $22 ($18 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street and Clif-
ford Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

THEATER, “IT SHOULDA BEEN YOU”: 
A musical farce about a wedding 
where religions collide, plots are 
revealed, promises broken, secrets 
exposed, and hope springs from 
unlikely places. $25 ($20 seniors and 
students). 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

COMEDY, “DRULIA”: An evening of 
elegant laughter from comedians 
and sweethearts Drew Ander-
son and Julia Shiplett. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c streets in 
Crown Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, X-MAS POP SING-
ALONG: A sing-along of holiday hit 
music videos, with all the lyrics on 
screen; plus free milk and cookies, 
a “worst holiday sweater” contest, 
and more. $10. 9:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 16
TOUR, MURDER, MAYHEM, AND 

DISASTER: A trolley ride through 
Green-Wood Cemetery highlights 
the fi nal resting place fof victims 
of headline-grabbing crimes and 
disasters. $20. 11 am. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-wood.com.  

THEATER, “IT SHOULDA BEEN YOU”: 
2 pm and 8 pm. See Friday, Dec. 15. 

MUSIC, YULE BALL: Wizard rock band 
Harry and the Potters brings its an-
nual Harry Potter-themed holiday 
concert back to Brooklyn. Come in 
your best robes and prepare for an 
enchanting evening. $20. 5:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Fea-
turing selections from Beethoven’s 
“Mass in C Major,” Handel’s “Mes-
siah,” and Christmas spirituals. $20 
($10 kids). 6 pm. Co-Cathedral of 
St. Joseph [856 Pacifi c St. between 
Vanderbilt and Underhill avenues in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 709–8722], 
www.stjosephs-brooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, “O HOLY NIGHT”: A Christ-
mas concert by Roman Borgman 
Opera Theatre. Free. 7 pm. Trinity 
Lutheran Church (9020 Third Ave. 
between 90th and 91st Streets in 
Bay Ridge), www.rbopera.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BRANDERBURG-
ERS HOLIDAY CONCERT: Featur-
ing chamber music by Telemann, 
Mozart, Glickman, Piazzolla, Foote, 
Beethoven, and Bach. $10. 7 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

DANCE, “THE HIP HOP NUT-
CRACKER”: The re-mixed produc-
tion of the holiday classic features 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC 15
MUSIC, ODESZA: $24–$123. 7:30 

pm.

SAT, DEC 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V LOS ANGELES KINGS: 
$18–$174. 7 pm.

SUN, DEC 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V INDI-

ANA PACERS: $13–$175. 6 pm.

TUE, DEC 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V DETROIT RED WINGS: 
$15–$149. 7 pm

WED, DEC 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V SAC-

RAMENTO KINGS: $16–$202. 
7:30 pm. 

THU, DEC 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V ANAHEIM DUCKS: $15–$147. 
7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Get down!: The New York Islanders and the Los Angeles 
Kings will put it all on the ice during their match at Barclays 
Center on Dec. 16.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Urgent Care is opening in December.  ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
 
 
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     
No appointment needed.
mountsinai.org

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
his is what Christmas is all 
about! 

The beloved holiday cartoon 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” will 
come to life on stage for the 10th year 
in a row this weekend, with four per-
formances at Littlefield in Gowanus 
on Dec. 16 and 17. The producer of 
the show, who also plays Charlie 
Brown, said that acting out the 1965 
animated holiday classic has become 
a special annual tradition for the cast 
and crew.

“It’s become how we celebrate 
Christmas and the holidays,” said Jus-

tin Tyler, who lives in Crown Heights. 
“It gets us in the holiday spirit.” 

Tyler’s wife Mollie Vogt-Welch, 
who directs the show and plays one 
of its dancing twins, began the tradi-
tion while she was a student at Penn 
State, and she and Tyler brought the 
play to Brooklyn when they moved 
here in 2007.

The cast sticks to the five-de-
cade-old script as closely as possi-
ble — including having a live jazz trio 
play the Vince Guaraldi Trio score 
on stage, and acting out the  quirky 
limited choreography of the origi-
nal’s dance scene , said Tyler.

“We do it word for word, and ges-
ture for gesture,” he said. 

Every year, the animated adaptation 
has youngsters and adults alike clap-
ping for their favorite characters. And 
its poignant and mature story line, in 
which Charlie Brown and the gang 
learn the true meaning of Christmas, 
may be vintage, but it will never get 
old, said Tyler. 

“It’s something that I think kids can 
really enjoy — it’s the Charlie Brown 
characters — but also adults, because 
the Christmas special is strange. Char-
lie Brown is sort of depressed and 
going through these things that you 
wouldn’t normally associate with a 
kid,” he said. “They just don’t make 
that kind of television anymore. To 
really put that on display has really 

been very fun and funny to us.” 
And as the cast celebrates the 10-

year anniversary of putting on the 
show, they are looking forward to 
the next 10, said Tyler. 

“We’ve watched kids grow up, they 
came as a baby and now they’re 9 or 
10 years old. We want to keep doing it 
for as long as forever,” he said. “Over 
the course of this, my wife and I got 
married, we just had a baby, our life 
keeps changing, but this is the one 
thing that we maintain.”

“A Charlie Brown Christmas” at 
Littlefield (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). Dec. 
16–17 at 1 pm and 3 pm. $15.

Good ol’ Charlie Brown
‘Peanuts’-inspired Xmas show turns 10 

The interactive exhibit 
will open on Dec. 16 with 
an event that echoes an actual 
block party, with a bouncy 
house on the roof of the mu-
seum, a photobooth, and an 
indoor street scene complete 

with sidewalk games, a plas-
tic fire hydrant, a grill, and 
a dee-jay turntable.

Zaca says he hopes chil-
dren and their families will 
enjoy the immersive presen-
tation and the joy showcased 
in the photos.

“I want the kids who have 
block parties to keep hav-
ing block parties, and I want 
the kids who don’t, to start 

having block parties,” said 
Zaca. “I want kids to be in-
spired.”

“Block Party” at Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400, 
www.brooklynkids.org]. 
Opening party Dec. 16, 10 
am–5 pm. $11. 
 — Alexandra Simon

BLOCK...
Continued from page 7

Circle of life: Grown-ups join the hula hooping.
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Yuletide blues: Justin Tyler and his wife, Mollie Vogt-Welch, have put on a live production of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” for the last 10 years.
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Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com]. 9 pm–3 am. $40.

A Grand night
Borough President Adams 

will welcome 2018 with a gi-
ant fireworks display and a 
party in Grand Army Plaza! 
The gathering includes a free 
show from Brooklyn girl 
group Quintessential Play-
list at 10:30 pm, followed by 
fireworks at midnight.

Grand Army Plaza 
(Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, www.prospect-
park.org/nye). 10 pm–12:30 
am. Free.

Get on board!
Can’t decide whether to 

stay home with a board game, 
or go out and party? Why 
not do both? The Prospect 
Park Board Gaming Club 
hosts a basement party with 
games of Settlers of Cataan 
and Cosmic Encounter, while 
upstairs the Society for Eth-
ical Culture will have mu-
sic, dancing, a comedy show, 
cash bar, food, and a bonfire 
in the garden. Move between 
the two at will — your ticket 
includes dinner, two drinks, 
and a champagne toast. 

The Society for Ethi-
cal Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West between First 
and Second streets in Park 
Slope, www.bsec.org). 9 
pm–2 am. $50 ($40 in ad-
vance). 

It’s hip to be square
Get on the floor with a 

combination of swing and 
square dancing tonight, 
courtesy of Brooklyn Con-
tra Dance’s “A New Year’s 
New York Fling.” The band 
Grand Picnic will play, Linda 
Leslie will call the steps, and 
everyone gets champagne or 
sparkling cider at midnight. 
Lessons at 8 pm. 

Camp Friendship (339 
Eighth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, www.brooklyncon-
tra.org).  8 pm–1 am. $25. 

New Year’s Om
If there’s anything we’ll 

need in 2018, it’ll be flexi-
bility. Stretch out your ten-

sion with yoga and medita-
tion at “Be the Light: New 
Year’s Eve Yoga,” with in-
structor Karen Shelley and 
live music from cellist Thai 
James. Center yourself, then 
pour some champagne and 
watch the ball drop.

Bend & Bloom Yoga 
[708 Sackett St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
(347) 987–3162, www.ben-
dandbloom.com]. 10 pm–
12:30 am. $50 ($35 before 
Dec. 15). 

Moz at midnight 
Mope in the new year with 

the Morrissey tribute band 
Sons and Heirs, who will 
play classic Smiths songs 
until they know it’s over.

Littlefield (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). 9 pm–1 
am. $25 ($20 in advance). 

For the masked man
Gowanus event space 

Gemini and Scorpio hosts 
“Masked,” a masquerade ball 
with dancing and “sensation 
stations” that include body 
painting, massage, something 
called “scent activation,” and 
more. Masks are required, 
and the dress code is formal-
ware, or lingerie. A cuddle 
party and breakfast bar will 
start in the early morning.

Gemini and Scorpio in 
Gowanus (RSVP for ad-
dress, www.geminiand-
scorpio.com). 9 pm–4 am. 
$40–$60. 

Pub partiers
The Greenhouse Cafe in 

Bay Ridge hosts a party fea-

turing a full dinner, an open 
bar, hats, noisemakers, and a 
champagne toast. What more 
do you need?

Greenhouse Café (7717 
Third Ave. between 77th 
and 78th streets in Bay 
Ridge, www.greenhouseca-
fe.com). 10 pm–2 am. $85.

For the freaks
Bid the old year a firm fare-

well at “New Year’s Eve in 
Heaven: The Killing of 2017,” 
a piece of performance art 
from former Mermaid Parade 
Queen and King Julie Atlas 
Muz and Mat Fraser, along 
with Coney Island empresario 
Dick Zigun, followed by half-
price drinks at the Freak Bar. 
The party will adjourn to the 
Parachute Drop from 11 pm to 
midnight, and then return to 
the sideshow for fire-breath-
ing performances at 1 am.

Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th St. in 
Coney Island, www.coney-
island.com). 8 pm–2 am. 
$50 ($40 in advance). 

Boardwalk baby!
Dress warmly and cruise 

down to Coney, where you 
can scream in the new year 
with free rides on the Wonder 
Wheel and the Thunderbolt 
starting at 6 pm. Live bands 
will play music on the Board-
walk starting at 9 pm, and 
the Parachute Jump will light 
up at midnight, followed by 
a fireworks display. 

Steeplechase Plaza (on 
the Boardwalk between W. 
16th and W. 19th streets 
in Coney Island, www.
brooklyn-usa.org). 6 pm–
midnight. Free.

BANG...
Continued from page 7

A Doll’s house: Musician Amanda Palmer, once of 
the Dresden Dolls, will host a “New Year’s Eve Phan-
tasmagoria” at Brooklyn Bazaar in Greenpoint.
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Kurtis Blow, one of hip hop’s 
founding fathers, who will 
perform a short set and 
then rap the opening num-
ber. $29–$79. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
hiphopnutcracker.com. 

FAD ARTISANAL FOOD GIFT 
MARKET: Featuring locally 
sourced, small-batch artisa-
nal packaged foods includ-
ing charcuterie, condiments, 
maple syrup, spices, fi nish-
ing salts, chocolates, baked 
goods, and more. Free. 11 
am–7 pm. The Invisible Dog 
(51 Bergen St., between 
Boerum Pl. and Smith St. in 
Cobble Hill). 

MERRY ON MYRTLE: Holiday 
event featuring live music, 
a kissing photo booth, hot 
chocolate, holiday crafting, 
and an ice sculpture demo. 
Free. 12 pm. Myrtle Avenue 
Plaza (484–550 Myrtle Ave. 
between Steuben St. and 
Emerson Pl. in Clinton Hill). 

MARKET, ROUGH DRAFT 
NYC HOLIDAY MARKET: 
Lots of handmade goods, 
music, drinks, and a fun 
holiday photo booth! Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Rough Draft 
NYC [402 Hooper St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (929) 298–1174], 
www.roughdraft-nyc.com. 

ART, ART RECEPTION: A 
solo exhibition of new work 
by Brooklyn-based artist 
Rick Midler. Free. 6 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com.  

ART, THE GRINCH, BAD 
SANTA, AND THE GLEE-
FUL ELF: A six-hour come-
dic endurance performance, 
with festivities, bad jokes, 
trimming the tree, noisy 
toys, and robot puppies. 
$20. 7:30 pm–1:30 am. 
Michael Alan Studio (566 
Johnson Ave. at Stewart Av-
enue in Bushwick). 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE! HOL-
IDAY SPECTACULAR: With 
Michelle Buteau, Jordan 
Carlos, Abbi Crutchfi eld, 
and a ton of fun holiday 
giveaways and surprises! 
$15. 8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, HOUSEQUAKE 
PRINCE PARTY: An all-
Prince basement party. $5. 
10 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SUN, DEC. 17
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY’S DECEMBER 
CONCERT: Featuring Timo-
thy Cobb, principal bass of 
the New York Philharmonic. 
$25 ($20 in advance, seniors 

$10, kids free). 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “IT SHOULDA 
BEEN YOU”: 3 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 15. 

MUSIC, “O HOLY NIGHT”: 
A Christmas concert by 
Roman Borgman Opera 
Theatre. Free. 3 pm. St. Pat-
rick’s Church (9511 Fourth 
Ave. between 96th and 97th 
Streets in Bay Ridge), www.
rbopera.com. 

MUSIC, A WINTER BAROQUE 
CONCERT: A collection of 
holiday classics from the 
baroque and classical eras, 
with a festive reception 
after the concert. Free (do-
nations appreciated). 4 pm. 
Union Church of Bay Ridge 
[7915 Ridge Blvd. at 80th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (917) 
719–6262]. 

MUSIC, FREE COMMUNITY 
CONCERT: A wide range 
of Carribbean music per-
formed live. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH 
GENE BERTONCINI: The 
jazz guitarist performs solo. 
$20. 7 pm. The Drawing 
Room [56 Willoughby St., 
third fl oor, between Jay 
and Lawrence streets in 
Downtown, (917) 648–1847], 
drawingroommusic.com. 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 15. 

MUSIC, “NAVIDAD NUES-
TRA”: Grace Choral cel-
ebrates the cultural heritage 
of the Spanish-speaking 
Americas. $15 ($12 seniors 
and students). 3 pm. Saint 
Ann’s Church (157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 

in Brooklyn Heights), www.
gracechorale.org. 

TALK, ARTIST TALK: Join the 
artists whose work is fea-
tured in “Bête Noire,” and 
exhibition curator Mario 
Naves. Free. 4 pm. FiveM-
yles [558 St. John’s Place be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
(718) 783–4438], www.fi ve-
myles.org. 

COMEDY, PICTURE THIS!: 
A live comedy show with 
cartoonists illustrating the 
stand-up performances 
as they happen. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, DEC. 18
MENORAH LIGHTING: Fea-

turing live music, a chil-
dren’s clown, and treats. 
Free. 4 pm. JJ Byrne Park 
(Fifth Ave. and Fourth St. in 
Park Slope). 

TALK, “UNLOCKING PUBLIC 
SPACE IN BROWNSVILLE”: 
A conversation between 
members of the Brownsville 
Community Justice Center 
and urban planners. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THE BUSHWICK STARR 
HOLIDAY HAPPY HOUR: 
Snacks, fun, and a photo 
booth. Free. 6:30 pm. Starr 
Bar (214 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wycoff Avenues 
in Bushwick). 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: A 
weekly stand-up comedy 
night hosted by Aparna 
Nancherla, Maeve Higgins 
and Jo Firestone. $8–$10. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-

anus), littlefi eldnyc.com.  

TUES, DEC. 19
COMEDY, BROWN PRIVILEGE 

COMEDY: Saurin Choksi 
hosts a night of comedy 
with guests Marina Franklin, 
Clark Jones, Michelle De 
Swarte, and Shane Torres. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights).

MUSIC, A DINNER PARTY 
WITH WILDER MAKER: 
Brooklyn folk-rock band 
Wilder Maker plays at this 
three-course Italian dinner, 
with complimentary beer. 
$40. 7 pm. Le Fanfare (1103 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Clay and Dupont streets in 
Greenpoint). 

COMEDY, RISK! HOLIDAY 
SHOW: The storytelling 
show features holiday sto-
ries from features Jo Fire-
stone, Robin Gelfenbein, 
and more. $15. 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, LIEDERABEND ART 
SONG RECITAL: Brooklyn 
Opera Works celebrates 
classical art song. After the 
concert, enjoy a glass of Ger-
man mulled wine. $15. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

WED, DEC. 20
READING, BROOKLYN 

SMUTTY BOOK CLUB: The 
group discusses “A Forbid-
den Rumspringa” by Keira 
Andrews. With $5 cock-tale 
specials. Free. 7 pm. Pad-
dy’s of Park Slope [273 13th 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 

avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
369–0831], www.meetup.
com/Smutty-Book-Club.

MUSIC, GAMELAN YOWANA 
SARI: Brooklyn Raga Mas-
sive welcomes the gamelan 
performer for a concert. $15 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. Art 
Cafe and Bar (884 Pacifi c St. 
at Underhill Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights), www.brook-
lynragamassive.org. 

SOLSTICE CELEBRATION—
PART ONE: The fi rst half of 
a two-part Solstice celebra-
tion with urban shaman 
Mama Donna Henes. Free. 
11 pm. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between Flat-
bush Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope). 

THURS, DEC. 21
HOMELESS PERSONS ME-

MORIAL DAY: Care for the 
Homeless commemorates 
people who have passed 
away during the year with-
out stable housing. Free. 
5:30 pm. Luntey Commons 
(1 University Plaza at Flat-
bush Avenue in Downtown). 

MUSIC, PHILL NIBLOCK WIN-
TER SOLSTICE CONCERT: 
Six sublime hours of acous-
tic and electronic music 
and mixed media fi lm and 
video in a live procession 
that charts the movement 
of our planet. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 6 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], roulette.org. 

SOLSTICE CELEBRATION—
PART TWO: See Wednes-
day, Dec. 21. 

FRI, DEC. 22
DANCE, CROWN HEIGHTS 

CREATIVES: Nubian Nene 
presents a video series of 
herself dancing in commu-
nity gardens. Sponsored by 
the Haiti Cultural Exchange. 
Free. 6:00. 7two7 (727 
Franklin Ave. between Park 
and Sterling places in Crown 
Heights). 

DINING, SAM ADAMS SAM-
PLING EVENT: Taste free 
samples of the Boston 
brewery’s latest suds. Free. 
5–7 pm. Prospect Heights 
Beer Works [648 Washing-
ton Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

MUSIC, DAHKA BAND AND 
SLUM SUIT: With special 
guest musicians Rimi Basu 
and Munir. $15. 9 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, DEC. 23
FILM, “DJANGO” WITH A 

LIVE SCORE: The band 
Olsen provides a live sound-
track for the 1966 spaghetti 
Western. $20. 9 pm. Film 
Noir Cinema [122 Meserole 
Ave. at Leonard Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–5773]. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

For better or worse: This weekend is your final chance to catch “It Shoulda Been 
You” at the Gallery Players, a frothy musical comedy about a wedding where 
everything goes wrong.
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By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

It was an extravaganza for 
tiny eggheads!

Youngsters who love to 
learn descended on the Park 
Slope Armory YMCA on Dec. 
10 for a knowledge-packed 
festival where they played 
with robots and threw on 
space suits in order to sharpen 
their minds, according to a 
mom who toted her son to 
the event.

“It was a positive introduc-
tion to hands-on learning,” 

said Crown Heights resident 
Helen Cortes, who attended 
with her three-year-old boy, 
Charles Rodriguez. “He was 
able to try out and look at ro-
bots, and he loved putting on 
the astronaut outfit.”

Rodriguez joined hun-
dreds of local tots who par-
took in activities to develop 
their science, technology, en-
gineering, and math skills at 
the World Science Festival’s 
City of Science event, a free, 
day-long program sponsored 
by utility company Con Edi-

son that transformed the 15th 
Street athletic facility into a 
active-learning center.

Organizers put together 22 
different exhibits for tykes to 
check out, including a photo 
zone where kids dressed as 
space travelers and a robot 
demonstration in addition to 
a gravity simulator, an area 
with seven-foot-tall domi-
noes, and one station with 
an experience that seemed 
to defy reason, according to 
another mother.

“They liked the walking on 

water,” Sunset Parker April 
Merino said of her three chil-
dren, who participated in the 
depth-defying stunt in which 
they dashed across the surface 
of a water-cornstarch mixture 
that filled a rubber trough.

The kids who participated 
in the event left with an un-
derstanding of how to turn 
everyday moments into fun-
filled learning opportunities, 
Merino said.

“It taught them the aspects 
of science that are in every 
day life,” she said.

Science comes to Slope
Hands-on learning festival inspires young brainiacs

(Left) Sophia Merino suited up in astronaut garb during the City of Science event at the Park Slope Armory 
YMCA on Dec. 10. (Center) Two boys watched a demonstrator play with a robot. (Right) Charles Rodriguez 
channeled his inner scientist in a white lab coat and a pair of smart eyeglasses.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s Metro decked!
Old Saint Nick flew in from 

the North Pole to spread some 
holiday cheer at Downtown’s 
MetroTech Commons on Dec. 
7, appearing alongside two of 
his beloved reindeer at the of-
fice complex’s 28th-annual 
tree-lighting ceremony. And 
the sight of Santa’s sleigh-pull-
ers mesmerized two young-

sters who have seen all the 
movies and read all the books 
about the horned beasts’ col-
league, Rudolph, according 
to the tykes’ mom.

“They have definitely never 
seen a live reindeer before. My 
daughter was like, ‘I can’t wait 
to see!’ ” said neighborhood 
resident Jaclyn Carter, who 
brought daughter Georgia 
and son Conroy to the bash. 
“They loved it.”

‘Tech’ the halls
Santa lights up Downtown 

Santa stood on a cherry picker to help light the 
55-foot tree in front of a crowd of Downtowners at 
MetroTech Center on Dec. 7.
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R Military Discounts

ing to be one of my top pri-
orities,” Kavanagh said. “My 
new role in the Senate is to 
make sure everybody in Al-
bany understands this is some-
thing we need to get done.”

City transit honchos 
begged locals to demand 
their state legislators pass 
the design-build legislation 
at Monday’s meeting, and the 
leader of a Brooklyn Heights 
civic group said he is opti-
mistic that Albany lawmak-
ers will do the right thing — 
and can’t imagine just how 
dramatically thousands of 
trucks plowing through the 
nabe’s narrow side streets 
would affect the enclave if 
they do not.

“This would just take a 
highly problematic situation 
and make it absolutely unbear-
able,” said Peter Bray, who 
heads the Brooklyn Heights 
Association. “We’re in big 
trouble because they are 
talking about 14,000–16,000 
trucks a day that use the road-
way, and if they have to be di-
verted and even half of them 
use streets in Downtown and 
Brooklyn Heights, there’s no 
roadway capacity to absorb 
that traffic.”

Continued from page 1

BQE...

CALL TO 
ADVERTISE: 

(718) 260–4552

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Councilman-elect Justin 
Brannan came out swinging in 
his first Brooklyn Paper Radio 
appearance, claiming the nuns 
who sold the Angel Guard-
ian Home in Dyker Heights 
to a developer are flipping 
off Bay Ridgites who want 
the property, which takes up 
an entire city block, reserved 
for senior housing, a school, 
or both.

“The folks who sold the 
place are basically giving our 
neighborhood the finger as 
they leave,” he said. “The 
community has been very 
vocal and clear as to what is 
needed here. To not broker 
in good faith is really unfor-
tunate.”

Brannan contended that the 
deal, first reported on Dec. 8 
 exclusively by our sister pub-
lication BrooklynDaily.com , 
was done in the dead of night 
without input from the people 
it will greatly affect.

“They sort of made a sale 
under the cloak of darkness 
and without any community 
input,” he said. “And it’s be-
ing sold to someone who ob-
viously doesn’t care about 

Nuns on the run
ON THE RADIO:

New Bay Ridge Council-
man Justin Brannan.
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what the community is call-
ing for.”

According to Brannan, 
the new owner of the cam-
pus between 12th and 13th 
avenues and 63rd and 64th 
streets, which currently 
houses some buildings that 
date back to the turn of the 
20th century, is only commit-
ting to “some affordable hous-
ing” for the site, which doesn’t 
jibe with the new pol who says 
he doesn’t want it to become 
an alcove for the rich.

“There couldn’t be more 

disconcerting words I have 
ever heard, because it is just 
so vague,” Brannan said. “I 
guess they are just going to put 
up some luxury condos, which 
is something we do not need 
and no one can afford.” 

Brannan pointed out that 
the campus is just outside his 
district, sitting instead in that 
of Sunset Park Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca, but geog-
raphy won’t stop him from 
weighing in on the issue, as 
a recent tweet he sent out at-
tested. 

That would be just fine 
with the mom of BPR host 
Vince DiMiceli, who grew 
up on nearby Tabor Court 
and still considers the area 
Bay Ridge.

In other breaking Brannan 
news, the political newbie said 
he would not vote in favor of 
a scheme by sitting Council 
members to extend term lim-
its to three terms and 12 years 
from the present two terms 
and eight years, because New 
York City voters have already 
spoken on the issue.

“The voters have already 
made it clear where they 
stand on it,” he said. “Politi-
cians are not the ones to de-
cide this.”

Brannan tempered his 
stance by saying he would not 
be opposed to putting the is-
sue to voters again, but fig-
ured they would, again, vote 
down any extension.

“I would never vote to 
give myself another term,” 
he said.

It all went down during a 
scintillating hour-long dis-
cussion that also included 
Brannan’s rendition of Bob 
Dylan’s “The Times They 
are a Changin’, ” as well as 
talk about klunkers for cash, 
old-school Bay Ridge poli-
tics, and a new phone num-
ber — (718) 260–TEAZ (or 
8329) — for listeners to call 
in. (But don’t do that now, 
as the show only airs live on 
Tuesdays at 3:30 pm.)

So tune in now, if you 
dare.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 3:30 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com, on  iTunes , 
and of course, on  Stitcher . 
Oh, and if you like the show 
give, us a rating!

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Angel Guardian finally got 
its wings.

The Sisters of Mercy offi-
cially sold the sprawling An-
gel Guardian home in Dyker 
Heights, according to a spokes-
woman, who said the new 
plans will include “some af-
fordable housing” and open 
public space. But some locals 
are disappointed that it doesn’t 
seem to be earmarked for se-
niors as many had hoped.

The future of the building, 
which takes up an entire city 
block, has been hotly debated 
among local pols, organiza-
tions, and civic groups since 
last year, when the Bay Ridge 
Courier broke the news that the 
Sisters of Mercy would sell the 
space. The terms of sale are 
still secret, the spokeswoman 
said, which frustrates some lo-
cals, including one who spear-
headed an effort urging the Sis-
ters to ensure that the property 
would be devoted to affordable 
housing for seniors. 

“I don’t know what they 
mean by ‘some affordable 
housing’ — what the afford-
able housing it is, who it’s for,” 
said Fran Vella-Marrone of 
the Guardians of the Guard-
ian Committee, a civic group 
that organized a petition and 
letter-writing campaign that led 
nearly 1,000 Brooklynites to 
call on the Sisters to select a 
developer who would create af-
fordable senior housing, sup-
port services, and open space. 

Angel Guardian Home site sold

“They didn’t say it was for se-
niors, we’re looking for senior 
housing there.” 

At a neighborhood meeting 
last month about the future of 
the property, Vella-Marrone 
said that 20 percent of Dyker 
Heights residents are more than 
60-years-old — far more than 
can be accommodated by the 
area’s only affordable-senior-
housing development, Shore 
Hill in Bay Ridge. Shore Hill 
has 558 apartments for elders — 
325 studios and 233 one-bed-
rooms — with 450 local old-
sters on a waiting list just for 
the studios, a rep said. 

The sale seems to fit the Sis-
ters’ plan for the space, since  
earlier this year they said that 
they aimed to sell the site to an 
affordable-housing builder. 

The Catholic Charities Dio-
cese of Brooklyn and Queens 
earlier this year planned to buy 
the space and turn it into low-
income housing for seniors be-

fore a financial analysis showed 
that the project wasn’t viable, 
according to the diocese.

At last month’s neighbor-
hood meeting, a representa-
tive from Catholic Charities 
presented a new proposal for 
the space, which included 90 
mixed-income apartments for 
seniors making 30–130 percent 
of the area’s median income 
of $90,000, plus medical and 
support services, as well as a 
senior center, dining room, 
and recreation facilities that 
would be open to the public, 
and also a space that could pos-
sibly be used as a public pri-
mary school. 

But a source close to the mat-
ter said that Catholic Charities’ 
bid — the only one known to 
specifically include affordable 
senior housing — was not the 
one the Sisters chose. The same 
source said the sale price was 
around $23 or $24 million.

Catholic Charities could not 

be reached for comment.
The Sisters of Mercy con-

structed the building in 1899 
and operated it as an orphanage 
until the 1970s. The grounds 
cover the area of three foot-
ball fields, bounded by 12th and 
13th avenues and 63rd and 64th 
streets. Until now, the site has 
housed the offices of the fos-
ter-care program of sister or-
ganization Mercy First, as well 
as the Narrows Senior Center, 
run by Catholic Charities. The 
lot is zoned for rowhouses, and 
a developer could build up to 
three stories on the land, city 
records show.

Vella-Marrone said that the 
committee only found out about 
the sale last week because mem-
bers repeatedly contacted the 
Sisters of Mercy for more in-
formation on the future of the 
building. She added that the 
group is waiting on the Sisters to 
provide more information about 
the terms of sale, which she said 
locals deserve to know.

“It’s very vague. We still 
feel like we’re in the dark, and 
we deserve to know a little bit 
more,” she said. “I think it’s 
only appropriate that the Sisters 
let us know — what is the de-
velopment going to be?”

The spokeswoman from 
Sisters of Mercy did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment about when the current 
occupants of the building would 
need to leave, when the new 
owners would take possession, 
or any other details about the 
terms of sale.

Nuns recently sold the sprawling Angel Guardian 
Home in Dyker Heights to unknown buyers.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Opa wide!
A new Mediterranean res-

taurant will open next year in-
side the space once occupied 
by Downtown’s dining staple, 
 Souvlaki House , which served 
its last gyro about three months 
ago. And the owners of Greek 
Xpress, who operate a like-
named eatery in Park Slope, 
said their spot’s Hellenic cuisine 
will make its customers salivate 
— just like its beloved prede-
cessor’s did for 45 years.

“We’re really excited to 
serve the community, and 
can’t wait to see our custom-
ers and greet them with great 
food,” said co-owner Jimmy 
Soursos. “We have our own 
concept and identity, but it will 
be very similar to what was 
previously here.”

Workers are busy gutting 
the former Greek grill on Law-
rence Street, replacing all of its 
appliances and wires in prep-
aration for the new fast-casual 
joint’s grand opening, Soursos 
said, which should be some-
time around February.

Greeking out!
New grill to replace closed Souvlaki House

Greek Xpress co-owners Tommy Mamounas, left, 
and Jimmy Soursos are moving the Mediterranean 
fast-food joint into the former Downtown home of 
Souvlaki House, which closed earlier this fall.
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“Everything will be brand 
new,” he said.

The Greece-y spoon will 
serve up thin lamb strips sliced 
from a rotating spit as well 
as pork and chicken sticks, 
but its wallet-friendly menu 
offers plenty of options to 
non-meat-eating Mediterra-
nean-food lovers, too, the co-
owner said.

“It’ll be really high-quality, 
affordable Greek fare,” said 

Soursos. “More refined and 
modern, with a much more 
flexible menu as far as veg-
etarians.”

The beloved Souvlaki 
House opened off Fulton Mall 
in 1972, but its owner Theo 
Karabelas cashed out earlier 
this fall and likely packed 
his bags to enjoy retirement 
on the Mediterranean Sea in 
his native Greece, accord-
ing to the building’s landlord 

Tommy Mamounas.
The property owner, who 

will co-own Greek Xpress 
with Soursos, said he part-
nered with the operator of the 
Prospect Park West grub hub 
because he wanted to keep a 
Greek kitchen in the nabe.

“We wanted to honor the 
past and also embrace the fu-
ture at the same time. Peo-
ple love the gyro, they love 
Greek cuisine,” Mamounas 
said. “Souvlaki House was 
here for such a long time, we 
wanted to keep that trend go-
ing and we were lucky enough 
to find somebody like Jimmy 
and his company Greek 
Xpress. Hopefully it’ll be a 
good marriage.”

Loyal patrons of the long-
time staple also hope the new 
joint will measure up, accord-
ing to a neighbor who works 
nearby and said he loved chow-
ing down on Souvlaki House’s 
classic gyro and fries a few 
times a month.

“I miss his food, he was a 
nice guy, and there were nice 
people working there,” said 
Tony Gonsalves, an employee 
of a tattoo parlor a few store-
fronts away.

Greek Xpress (158 Law-
rence St. between Fulton 
and Willoughby streets in 
Downtown, www.greekx-
press.com). Opening in 
2018.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Red hawk down!
Park rangers and animal 

lovers unsuccessfully tried 
to rescue a poisoned red-
tailed hawk as the bird’s 
partner called out to its dy-
ing lover in Prospect Park on 
Dec. 3, according to one of 
the doomed creature’s would-
be saviors.

“There was a mate right 
there screaming, calling for 
it in a tree nearby,” said New 
York City fire fighter Bobby 
Horvath, who runs a wildlife 
rescue with his wife out of 
their Long Island home.

The female bird ate a rat 

poisoned by traps set by ei-
ther the Department of Parks 
and Recreation or owners of 
properties near the park, ac-
cording to Horvath, who said 
second-hand contamination 
is a common killer of the bor-
ough’s birds of prey.

“Poisoning is a nation-wide 
issue, especially in big cities 
where there’s a rodent prob-
lem,” Horvath said.

The animal was discovered 
near the Ravine area of Brook-
lyn’s Backyard, and park rang-
ers quickly handed it off to 
Horvath for rehabilitation, 
but the critter began bleed-
ing from its mouth and other 
orifices three hours after the 

Last supper
Red-tailed hawk poisoned 
by eating contaminated rat

The red-tailed hawk 
could not be rescued.
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fireman retrieved it — a sure 
sign that the hawk’s end was 
near, he said.

“The prognosis was not 
good at all,” Horvath said. 
“We’re equipped to treat the 
birds and have medication 
we administer for poison-
ing cases, but it was too far 
gone to reverse the effects of 
the poison.”

Horvath sent the dead 
bird to the state Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion for a necropsy, which de-
termined the creature swal-
lowed an anti-coagulant that 
essentially caused it to bleed 
to death, he said.

The pair of red-tailed 
hawks are well known among 
the park’s animal lovers, ac-
cording to a crestfallen Park 
Slope bird-watcher, who de-
scribed the poisoned animal as 
a large, “well-fleshed” bird of 
about three pounds, and said 
its favorite perch was on the 
arch in Grand Army Plaza.

“What a waste of a beau-
tiful, useful little life,” Ann 
Feldman said.

The species mates for 
life, but that doesn’t mean 
the park’s winged widower 
will die alone, according to 
Horvath, who said fans can 
expect the bird to find love 
again sometime soon.

“He won’t die of a broken 
heart,” Horvath said.
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Until the advent of pho-
tography, every time 
you witnessed some-

thing scary, it was in your 
neighborhood.

A tiger sighting? Better 
watch out. Guy with a spear? 
Avoid. Your cousin dropped 
dead after eating a particu-
lar mushroom? Let’s not put 
those in the salad. 

But today, explained Mar-
gee Kerr, author of “Scream: 
Chilling Adventures in the 
Science of Fear,” we are bom-
barded by images of scary 
things that are absolutely 
not immediate threats. And 
yet, we keep reacting as if 
they are, because that see it–
flee it wiring worked well for 
99.99 percent of human his-
tory. Never mind that New 
York City is on target to have 
the lowest murder rate in its 
history.

Kerr was speaking at St. 
Francis College in Brooklyn 
the other day, a guest of its se-
nior citizen lecture series. She 
began by explaining that fear 
is not just in our brains, it’s in 
every fiber of our bodies.

When startled, for instance, 
our blood pumps faster. Sugar 
is converted to energy so we 
can be quick and strong. We 
sweat. We breathe faster. Our 
pupils dilate, perhaps to hy-
per-focus on the threat. En-
dorphins are released so that 
even if we are hurt — a bro-
ken ankle, a bullet through 
the arm — we can temporar-
ily ignore the pain and keep 
going. Our bodies prepare us 
for battle.

Which is great, if we actu-
ally are about to battle. It’s less 
great when the nightly news 
just wants to keep us tuned in 
through a commercial, so it 
teases: “Up next: The deadly 
threat to your children that is 
in your home!”

“Our media are filled with 
images and words that incite 
feelings of fear and anger, 
which motivate action,” Kerr 
explained. Companies incite 
fear so they can sell us every-
thing from alarm systems to 

Fear not!
Threats that worry you 
are barely threats at all By Lenore Skenazy

apps that track our kids. And 
politicians incite fear so they 
can promise to keep us safe 
if elected. It doesn’t matter 
whether the dangers are real 
or so remote as to be ridicu-
lous: Fear sells. What’s new 
is the immediacy with which 
it infiltrates our lives, and the 
effect it is having on people, 
especially parents.

“When the Newtown 
school shooting happened,” 
Kerr told the audience, “I was 
in a meeting. Everyone was 
getting alerts on their phones. 
And for the rest of the day, we 
were all just paying attention 
to this thing that was happen-
ing hundreds of miles away 
that we had no control over, 
and no connection to.” 

In an earlier era, the news 
from several states away 
would have arrived days later 
in a newspaper story, or even 
weeks later, when a traveler 
came to town. The immedi-
acy brought to us by the media 
(I’d never realized how closely 
linked those words are) cre-
ates a more constantly out-
raged public. A shooting here, 
a bombing there — as these 
flood in, the literally hyper-
ventilating public demands 
that more be done.

That’s why, even though the 
Sandy Hook school where the 
mass shooting occurred had a 
buzz-in door system in place, 
schools around the country 
immediately started making 
it harder for people to enter — 
some by adding buzz-in sys-
tems. Fear and empathy forced 
them to “do something,” no 
matter how pointless that 
“something” was.

Similarly, when you can go 
on Facebook and see stories 
of moms who felt their kids 
were “almost” snatched from 
the aisles of Ikea, or videos re-
enacting how easy it could be 
to lure a child from the park, 
there’s your blood-pumping, 
heart-thumping reaction again. 
Doesn’t matter that those 
weren’t actual abductions. 
Your body sends a message 
to your brain and the message 
is always “Watch your chil-
dren even more closely than 
you’ve been doing.”

The problem is that our 
fears are wildly out of pro-
portion with the danger at 
hand — because it’s really 
not at hand, it’s usually far 
away, or even fictional. Yet 
that, coupled with the fact we 
now have the technology to 
almost constantly watch our 

kids via baby monitor, smart 
phone, and even online school 
grades, makes it almost impos-
sible not to worry and watch 
All. The. Time. 

“You have the ability to 
monitor your child 24-7,” 
said Kerr. “So now, because 
you have that choice, if you 
choose not to do it and some-
thing bad happens, it’s all your 
fault.”

That is the reason par-
ents today are “helicopter-
ing.” Unlike our own parents, 
who could not see where and 
what we were doing at any 
given time, today’s parents 
can. So choosing not to be-
comes a deliberate choice: “I 
trust my unsupervised kid in 
the world.” 

That’s a hard thing for 
parents to do, since now if 
something “bad” happens 
they will be accused of in-
sufficient hovering: “Why 
weren’t you watching?”

Photography brought us 
a new level of fear. Technol-
ogy is bringing us a new level 
of blame. The upshot is par-
ents worrying and watching 
all the time. 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
of “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?”

First snow
Several inches of fresh powder transformed Prospect Park into a winter won-
derland on Dec. 9.
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IF YOU MISSED 
BLACK FRIDAY.. 

HERE’S YOUR SECOND CHANCE!

Men’s Timberland 
6” Padded Boot

Reg. $149.99

Men’s 
CB Sports
or Champion 
3-in-1 Systems 
Jacket Originally $59.99

Men’s 
Smith’s Lined
Denim Pants
Originally $24.99

AVAILABLE IN STRETCH
Sizes 30–42  |  Big Men’s 44–52*

*Select Modell’s locations & Modells.com. Stretch not available in big men’s lined bottoms.

SAVE
$50

$35
NOW

SAVE
$25

Men’s 
Champion 
Arctic Fleece 
or CB Sports
Sweater 
Fleece 
Reg. $24.99–$29.99

$15
YOUR CHOICE

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

40%
OFF

While supplies last.

DEEPER MARKDOWNS JUST TAKEN 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY! 12/15–12/17

OF BLACK FRIDAY 
DOORBUSTERS3 DAYS 
NOW

$9999

$15
NOW


