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Locals gave ’em L, and they 
listened!

City and state officials on Dec. 
13 released long-awaited plans for 
how the 400,000 daily L-train 
riders will get around during the 
looming 18-month closure of the 
subway’s underwater Brooklyn-to-
Manhattan tunnel, just one week 
after  North Brooklynites rallied 
demanding answers from them .

The city’s Department of Trans-
portation and the state’s Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
started meeting with local resi-
dents and leaders in  early 2016  
to discuss why they need to close 
the more than 100-year-old Ca-
narsie Tube in April 2019 to re-
pair damage wrought by super-
storm Sandy.

And almost two years later, on 
the evening of Dec. 13 — unless 
specifically requested by media 
earlier that day — the transporta-
tion department dropped the much-
anticipated alternative-travel plans 
 on Twitter .

Straphangers can still ride the 
L train locally in Brooklyn be-
tween the Bedford Avenue and 
Canarsie stations, but will have 
to find new ways across the East 
River during the closure.

To mitigate congestion on other 
subway lines, transit honchos are 
boosting service on the G, J, M, 
and Z trains, installing more turn-
stiles at stations along those lines, 
and  adding cars to elongate G  and 
C trains.

Commuters will be able to trans-
fer freely between the Broadway 
G station and the JMZ stations at 
Lorimer and Hewes streets, and 

AN OF A MESS
Transit agencies reveal plan for commuters during closure 

L

City and state transit agencies on Dec. 13 released plans for how hundreds of thousands 
of L-train straphangers will commute during across the East River during the impending 
closure of the subway’s Brooklyn-to-Manhattan tube.
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between the  L station at Livonia 
Avenue and the 3 station at Ju-
nius Street .

As part of the $477-million 
project — which will wrack up 
$400,000-per-day penalties if it 
drags beyond its July 2020 dead-
line — the state-run transportation 
authority will revamp the Bedford 
Avenue L station by adding a new 
staircase and an elevator to make 
it handicapped-accessible. 

And the city’s transportation 
department will fix up the streets 
surrounding other Brooklyn sta-
tions, including adding new cross-
walks at the Nassau Avenue G stop 
and the Myrtle-Broadway JMZ 
hub, where the agency will also 

install more bicycle racks.
Officials will launch a new ferry 

route between North Williams-
burg and the distant isle of Man-
hattan for commuters who prefer 
to cross the East River by boat, as 
well as lay a new bike lane running 
from the edge of Newtown Creek 
at Grand Street all the way down 
to Driggs Avenue for cyclists.

The city will also create a ded-
icated High Occupancy Vehicle 
lane across the Williamsburg 
Bridge that is reserved for cars 
carrying three or more passen-
gers during a to-be-determined 
“rush-hour” window, when au-
tomobiles carrying two riders 
or less will be banned from the 

bridge, except for emergency ve-
hicles and trucks.

And three new bus routes will 
run from Grand Street and Bed-
ford Avenue over the Williams-
burg-to-Manhattan span — all of 
which will connect to other bus 
stops and some subway stations 
along the routes. 

But before the city puts more 
people-movers on busy commer-
cial strips such as Grand Street, 
transit honchos must rethink  their 
pending purchase of 200 diesel-
fueled buses , according to a local 
pol, who demanded the city swap 
that fleet with one that is more en-
vironmentally friendly.

Dancers got down on a light-up floor inspired by 2001 Odyssey club’s original at a Dec. 
13 bash celebrating the 40th anniversary of “Saturday Night Fever” held at the original 
location of the Bay Ridge nightclub immortalized in the film.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Bay Ridge burned up the dance 
floor — for one night only!

Brooklynites from around the 
borough — and even many visi-
tors from the distant isle of Man-
hattan — time-travelled back to 
1977 on Dec. 13 to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of “Saturday 
Night Fever” with a dance party 
at the original location of 2001 
Odyssey, the Bay Ridge nightclub 
made famous in the film, after  this 
paper exclusively broke the story  
(and the Internet) with news of the 
party earlier this month.

 The throwback night drew 
stars from the original film, and 
convincingly restored the Eighth 
Avenue space — now occupied by 
Chinese restaurant Bamboo Gar-
den — to its former glory, accord-
ing to an attendee who was born 
and raised in Dyker Heights and 
tore up the original 2001 Odyssey 
dance floor in his youth. 

“I used to go to 2001 Odys-
sey when I was young,” said Mi-
chael Harkins, a disco devotee 
who said that even as a 9-year-
old he used to sneak into the 
club with his mother. “Looking 
at the dance floor, with the peo-

ple on it, it looked like the orig-
inal club.”

Italian nutrition magnate and 
“Saturday Night Fever” super-
fan Gianluca Mech flew in from 
Rome to personally fund the event 
— which was free for guests to 
attend — to the tune of $200,000, 
 according to the New York Post . 
And a pack of local organizers 
went all-out, installing a disco 
ball and recreating  2001 Odys-
sey’s iconic light-up dance floor , 
where locals busted out their best 
hustles, bumps, and YMCAs as 
disco stars Carol Douglas, Randy 

‘FEVER’ DREAM
Brooklynites hit dance fl oor to honor fi lm

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

Religious leaders must not dis-
own  the Brooklyn man  who last 
week allegedly ignited a bomb in 
a tunnel linking two subway sta-
tions, but instead recognize his 
connection to the Islamic faith and 
better educate young worshippers, 
argued some local Muslims who 
gathered at a Kensington restaurant 
the day after the incident.

“He is Muslim, he belongs to us. 
He did something wrong, and say-
ing he doesn’t belong to us doesn’t 
solve the problem,” said local Sir-
ajul Islam. “Many don’t provide 
proper Islamic education to their 
children, but when it comes to con-

demning this and finger-pointing, 
they’re experts.”

More than 100 people attended 
the Dec. 12 event, including mem-
bers of Kensington’s  Masjid Nur 
al-Islam mosque , where the sus-
pect — 27-year-old Bangladeshi 
immigrant Akayed Ullah — some-
times prayed, according to a con-
gregant.

“People in the mosque have 
seen him,” said Maruf Alam. “I 
may have seen him. He’s a very 
quiet kid.”

Local religious leaders need to 
more actively engage young Mus-
lims in their communities because 
youths here have unfettered ac-
cess to ideologies that can corrupt 

Brooklyn’s Muslim community reacts
Calls for youth engagement, education after local’s alleged subway bombing 

Local Muslims and Bangladeshis on Dec. 12 debated what 
actions the groups should take in the wake of their fellow 
community member Akayed Ullah’s alleged subway bomb-
ing last week.
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A man held up a verse from 
the Islamic holy book at the 
meeting.
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their understanding of the faith, 
another attendee said.

“Islam is not for killing peo-
ple so you can go to jannah,” said 
Kensington resident Abdul Ham-
man, using the Arabic word for 
heaven. “Our youngsters do any-
thing here. There’s no freedom 
back home, but freedom has a limit. 
We need to watch what they are 
watching and doing.” 

But others at the meeting argued 
that local Muslims and Bangla-
deshis should not collectively ac-
cept blame for Ullah’s alleged act 
of terror, because he acted alone 
when committing the crime.

“You don’t have to say, ‘No-
body I know supports terrorism,’ 
because this is not our mistake,” 

said Kazi Fouzia, who heads South 
Asian activist group Desis Rising 
Up and Moving. “Nobody can tar-
get us. We are okay as a Bangla-
deshi community and proud.”

Another local firmly rejected 
the possibility that area Muslims 
share the radical view of Ullah, 
 who told investigators he set off 
the bomb in support of the Is-
lamic State .

“As Muslims we never accept or 
support it,” said Kensington resi-
dent Mohammad Khan.

And one speaker expressed 
concerns about how community 
leaders will broaden their outreach 
to further the anti-extremist mes-
sage preached at the session, which 
two New York Police Department 
community-affairs officers, reps 
from the city’s Commission on Hu-
man Rights, and local pols includ-
ing Assemblyman Robert Carroll 
(D–Kensington) and Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Kensington) also 
attended.

“This was largely attended by 
older men in the community — no 
women, no young people — and 
it wasn’t advertised,” said Shah-
ana Hanif, Lander’s Bangladeshi-
community liaison.

See L-TRAIN  on page 10See FEVER  on page 3

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

He’s Brooklyn Paper’s big-
gest fan! 

Mayor DeBlasio, lauded by this 
newspaper as the  city’s largest chief 
executive , promised to sit down 
with its reporters at recent meet-
ing with their  one-time competi-
tors from Gothamist and DNA Info , 
during which the 6-foot-5 former 
Park Slope pol recognized the Pa-
per’s integral role in his early po-
litical career.  

“I lived and died by the Brook-
lyn Paper for a substantial piece 
of my life, because I was a school 
board member and a city council 
member,” Hizzoner said during the 
Dec. 15  session at City Hall .

The last time one of our report-
ers talked one-on-one with DeBla-
sio, born Warren Whilhem, was in 
2013, around the time the then-pub-
lic advocate  threw his hat into the 
ring  to become New York City’s 

We were ‘life and death’ for mayor
Hizzoner relied on the Paper for everything ble political beginning as a local 

councilman back in 2002.
Among Hizzoner’s notable 

achievements in that time was his 
 generous purchase of former Brook-
lyn Paper editor Gersh Kuntzman’s 
ankle cast  signed by then-borough 
president Marty Markowitz, which 
DeBlasio bought as part of a fund-
raiser for Markowitz’s Camp Brook-
lyn charity.

In 2009, the Paper broke the 
news that then-Councilman De-
Blasio made a neighborhood eat-
ery near his 11th Street townhouse, 
 Purity Diner on Seventh Avenue , 
an unofficial headquarters for his 
public-advocate campaign, invit-
ing other electeds, reporters, and 
constituents to schmooze while he 
chowed down on a BLT and an 
egg cream. 

But after voters elected him 
mayor a little more than four years 
later, DeBlasio with his wife and 
kids packed up and left their Park 
Slope nabe for government hous-
ing in Gracie Mansion on the dis-
tant isle of Manhattan —  and this 

newspaper was there to bid them 
farewell .

Hizzoner’s cross-river move 
did not go without controversy, 
and the Paper’s reporters were 
also there when angry  neighbors 
complained about the mini-police 
fortress erected outside his Brook-
lyn home  to protect the family be-
fore it settled into its mansion in 
the outer borough.

And our newsmen and women 
are there to report on Hizzoner’s 
frequent returns to his former home, 
including the times  his diesel-fueled 
motorcade  shuttles him the 11 miles 
from his Manhattan residence to 
his beloved  Park Slope gym . 

The Paper has covered DeBla-
sio at his worst, including  when 
he ran out of patience at a Brook-
lyn Heights town hall  this Octo-
ber, and his best, such as  his land-
slide mayoral victory in the 2013 
election .

And its reporters look forward to 
covering whatever comes next — as 
soon as the mayor confirms a date 
for his promised meeting.

Mayor DeBlasio on Dec. 15 acknowledged his longtime re-
lationship with the Brooklyn Paper when he told reporters 
he “lived and died” by the Paper — which he is seen here 
browsing in 2009 — for a “substantial piece” of his life.
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next — and tallest — mayor.
But the Paper has covered the 

“outer-borough working dad” — 

a moniker DeBlasio received from 
his wife at the onset of his may-
oral campaign — since his hum-

Tropical fun 
Kezia Sealy took the stage to dance and show off her tal-
ents at Caribbean-culture group Tropical Fete’s concert 
at the Brooklyn Music School in Fort Greene on Dec. 17.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A flock of legal eagles on 
Dec. 14 released a list of Kings 
County’s most corrupt Cath-
olic priests that they hoped 
would encourage sexual-
abuse victims to apply for 
compensation from the Di-
ocese of Brooklyn before it 
was too late, according to one 
of the lawyers.

“We’re hoping to raise 
awareness with this report 
about the Brooklyn Diocese, 
the availability of this program 
for survivors, and specifically 
that the clock is running and 
there’s a hard deadline,” said 
Jerry Kristal, who works for 
law firm Weitz and Luxenberg, 
which released the list as part 
of a multi-firm collective called 
Lawyers Helping Survivors of 
Child Sex Abuse.

The document, entitled 
“Hidden Disgrace,” iden-
tifies 65 priests within the 
local diocese who were ac-
cused or convicted of sex 
crimes against children. In 
June,  the Diocese of Brook-
lyn launched a fund to com-
pensate sexual-abuse victims , 
but survivors had until Dec. 
21 to report incidents in or-
der to be eligible for money 
from the program.

The legal eagles compiled 

Lawyers name abusive priests to prompt 
victims to apply for local diocese’s fund

Invitation to tell

their list of ordained preda-
tors by culling survivor tes-
timonies, media reports, and 
online resources, including 
bishopaccountability.org, a 
website that documents abuse 
by clergymen. 

The majority of the priests 
listed in the report never faced 
a judge due to New York State’s 
strict statute-of-limitation 
rules, according to Kristal, 
who said he and his fellow at-
torneys only included names 
provided by credible victims, 
whom the lawyers would hap-

pily represent if state legisla-
tors ever amend the laws pro-
tecting pedophiles. 

“We would not register 
them as clients if we would 
not file a lawsuit on their be-
half if we had the ability to 
do so,” he said. 

The list includes eight cler-
gymen who have not been 
publicly accused of child 
sex abuse before, but the di-
ocese has not vetted those 
priests, and the allegations 
made against them are un-
determined, according to a 

spokeswoman, who suggested 
their accusers may be look-
ing to cash in on the Church’s 
compensation program by fil-
ing false claims.

“When money is made 
available through a program 
like the Independent Recon-
ciliation and Compensation 
Program, there is always the 
risk of fraudulent allegations 
brought by people looking to 
make money,” Carolyn Erstad 
said in a statement.

At least one man on the list 
was exonerated after it became 
clear the accuser who claimed 
the priest was a pedophile had 
the wrong guy, according to Er-
stad, who said the report also 
includes foreign and other cler-
gymen who are not members 
of the local diocese. 

The diocesan spokes-
woman accused the lawyers 
of using victims’ grief and 
ignorance of the compensa-
tion program — which does 
not require the aid of an at-
torney to apply — to cash in 
on fees from the settlements, 
and said that Lawyers Help-
ing Survivors of Child Sex 
Abuse is masquerading as 
a do-good group in order to 
lure clients.

“If they are not represent-
ing survivors pro-bono, this 
is a misleading way to attain 
clients,” Erstad said.

But Kristal refuted the 
spokeswoman’s claim, say-
ing he and his partners never 
represented their group as a 
charitable organization and 
that they tell all potential cli-
ents that they can apply to the 
fund independently in order 
to retain any settlement in its 
entirety.

A group of attorneys published a list naming 65 
Brooklyn-based Catholic priests accused of sexual 
abuse in a new report entitled “Hidden Disgrace.”
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A tractor-trailer driver ran 
over and killed a cyclist near 
Graham Avenue in Williams-
burg on Tuesday, police said.

The 30-year-old victim was 
pedaling along Metropolitan 
Avenue towards Bushwick Av-
enue when he lost control of his 
two-wheeler and toppled over 
around 12:20 pm, before being 
crushed by the wheels of the big-
rig that was moving in the same 
direction, officials said.

Paramedics transported the 

unconscious and unresponsive 
cyclist to Woodhull Hospital 
with severe injuries to his head 
and body, and doctors later pro-
nounced him dead, according 
to a report.

The 47-year-old driver re-
mained at the scene and inves-
tigators are still probing the fa-
tal accident, according to cops, 
who had not released the vic-
tim’s name by press time. 

The man’s death comes less 
than six months after a truck 
driver employed by a private 
carting service  hit and killed 

Cyclist killed in Williamsburg
27-year-old Neftaly Ramirez in 
nearby Greenpoint , who was 
pedaling home from work near 
Franklin and Noble streets 
when the unidentified motor-
ist plowed into him without 
stopping, then fled.

Authorities have not made 
any arrests because they say 
 that investigation is also on-
going , a reason they claim 
they cannot release any evi-
dence from the collision  de-
spite locals’ demands for more 
information about the deadly 
accident .

The scene of the fatal 
Williamsburg accident.
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received to fight the twin in-
fections about two years ago, 
when his insurance company 
decided he was healthy enough 
to no longer need it. But he 
soon became excruciatingly 
exhausted, he said, and turned 
to  methamphetamine .

“Crystal meth can give its 
users needed energy, though 
at great harm,” he said.

Police found the drug along 
with small amounts of ec-
stasy after they  showed up at 
Dadey’s Remsen Street apart-
ment  with a search warrant for 
an unfounded allegation some-
time in mid-September. And 
when Dadey turned himself 
in for possession at the 84th 
Precinct on Oct. 24, authorities 
handed him a ticket to show up 
in court in December.

Cops searching his home 
prompted Dadey to realize 
that he needed to work on 
his health, so he took a tem-
porary leave from his post at 
Citizens Union, he said.

“I took a medical leave 
from Citizens Union to go 
into rehab,” said the long-
time civic leader and LGBT 
activist who led the now-de-
funct statewide gay-rights 

group, Empire State Pride 
Agenda, before taking over 
the good-government organi-
zation. “I voluntarily checked 
myself in because I needed to 
get well.” 

Dadey said his HIV in-
fection is now under control 
through the proper treatment, 
though he’s still fighting for 
permission to get the pre-
scribed medication he needs 
for Hep. C — and he’s grate-
ful that his second chance 
awarded him time to work 
on his well-being. 

“I was fortunate the one 
minor drug-possession charge 
that came from the police in-
vestigation was dismissed im-
mediately and in its entirety,” 
he said. “The district attor-
ney’s compassion gave me a 
clean slate for a much appre-
ciated fresh start.” 

And he is not trying to hide 
from his transgressions, nor 
excuse his occasional drug 
abuse because of his diseases 
— but his main goal now is to 
move forward, he said.

“I accept full responsibility 
for the mistake I made and apol-
ogize without condition to those 
who placed their trust in me 
and who I failed,” he wrote in 
a  statement  on Twitter on Dec. 
8. “I cannot erase my past; I can 
only write my future.”

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

NOW CELEBRATING OUR 30TH YEAR!

Specialty Cakes by Madison Lee
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE from 7am–8pm   Serving Brunch until 3PM WE ARE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C A R D I A C  C A R E

THE BROOKLYN HOSPITAL CENTER 

AND MOUNT SINAI HEART.

WORLD-CLASS CARE 

WHERE YOU NEED IT MOST.

121 DeKalb Avenue, Downtown Brooklyn

Call for an appointment: 718.250.8265 • tbh.org/brooklynheart

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A judge let the longtime 
head of good-government 
group Citizens Union walk 
away a free man on Dec. 8, 
after he  surrendered to po-
lice in October  for having 
small amounts of drugs in-
side his Brooklyn Heights 
apartment.

District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez urged the court to show 
mercy to Dick Dadey — who 
stepped away from his role 
leading the more-than-cen-
tury-old civic group in Sep-
tember before being ousted 
from the job the day he was 
arrested — and the top pros-
ecutor dismissed Dadey’s 
low-level charges because 
he voluntarily completed a 
treatment program and has 
an otherwise clean record, 
according to his lawyer Da-
vid Cohen. 

But Dadey revealed his bat-
tles are not entirely behind 
him — he continues to fight 
HIV and Hepatitis C, two  po-
tentially debilitating diseases  
doctors diagnosed him with 
more than a decade ago, he 
said. The one-time watch-
dog-group leader admitted 
he sometimes used the small 
amounts of methamphetamine 
cops found in his apartment 

Exonerated watchdog talks to us about his arrest

EXCLUSIVE

‘I needed to get well’

A judge dropped all 
charges against good-
government guru Dick 
Dadey on Dec. 8.
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to treat the symptoms of his 
illnesses, which he said do not 
justify his behavior.

“I was occasionally using a 
drug in part to self-medicate 
to deal with the chronic fa-
tigue that I was experiencing 
as a result of not being fully 
treated for Hep. C and HIV,” 
he said during a phone inter-
view late last week. “None 
of this is meant to be an ex-
cuse for my abuse and per-
sonal failing — it’s simply a 
related circumstance.”

Dadey said he lost access 
to the long-time treatment he 

Jones from the Village People, 
and  the Trammps played Tony 
Manero’s favorite tunes, in-
cluding “Disco Inferno. ” 

Original cast members 
Karen Lynn Gorney, who 
played John Travolta’s love in-
terest Stephanie, and Lisa Pe-
luso, who played his younger 
sister Linda, helped transport 
guests back to the 2001 Od-
yssey as they remembered 
it from the classic movie. 
And DJ Monte Rock III, 
who manned the club’s dee-
jay booth and starred in the 
film, was also on hand. 

The former owner of  the 
club’s legendary original 

dance floor  was among the 
attendees, and said that the 
party’s recreation helped add 
to the night’s vibe, but that 
nothing could compare to the 
original.

 “The recreated floor was 
wonderful to work with, I 
gotta tell you,” said Vito 
Bruno, who helped produce 
the event. “There was so much 
more versatility in terms of 
the lighting effects. But the 
original was the original, 
and there’s just something 
about it.”

And after guests and lo-
cal pols — including Borough 
President Adams, Assembly-
woman Nicole Malliotakis  

(R–Bay Ridge), and Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge) — worked up an 
appetite on the dance floor, 
they snacked on  slices from 

Lenny’s Pizza  and sliders 
from White Castle to get a 
taste of Manero’s favorite 
late-night foods featured in 
the film.

Continued from page 1

FEVER...

Karen Lynn Gorney, right, who played Stephanie in the 
film, with Gianluca Mech, who financed the event.
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WE SPECIALIZE 
IN CARPET STAIR 
INSTALLATIONS

Learn more — call  
1-844-430-1699 (TTY 711).

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name for HealthPlus HP, LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health,  
The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

ENYMKT-0337-17 

They help you stay young,  
we’ll help you stay healthy. 
Empire — health care for every generation. 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill– 
Downtown

A  pickpocket made off with 
a woman’s bag containing thou-
sands of dollars in jewelry on 
Court Street on Dec. 12. 

The 27-year-old victim, who 
was carrying her purse on her 
left shoulder, told cops she re-
members bumping into some-
one between Livingston and 
Schermerhorn streets around 
5:30 pm, and when she got to 
the bus stop, she realized the 
smaller bag that was inside her 

larger purse was missing — 
along with the Tiffany ring, di-
amond earrings, Michael Kors 
watch, and Pandora bracelet 
inside it, police said.  

Mail malefactor
Some fraudster stole a guy’s 

check he mailed at a High Street 
mailbox and cashed it on Dec. 
12, authorities said. 

The victim told cops he sent 
in the $12 check to pay his Veri-
zon bill on Dec. 2 but the phony 
took it, changed the amount to 
$5,200, and cashed it. 

Left and gone 
A punk swiped a guy’s 

bag he left at work on Liv-
ingston Street on Dec. 12, of-
ficials said. 

The baddie took the 55-year-
old employee’s bag containing a 
credit card, identification, med-
ication, and $2,800 from his of-
fice near Bond Street around 
11 am, police said. 

Shattered 
Some snake hurled a brick 

at a glass window of a Pros-
pect Street business on Dec. 
13, cops said.

Police said the villain 
chucked the brick at the win-
dow of the storefront near 
Pearl Street sometime between 

Sneak swipes jewelry from lady’s bag

4:20 and 11:10 am. 

Fake out
Three scammers swiped 

a senior’s bag inside a High 
Street train station on Dec. 
14, police said. 

The 70-year-old woman 
told cops she entered the sta-
tion near Red Cross Place and 
Cadman Plaza East around 

1:15 pm when the trio of good-
for-nothings asked for direc-
tions. 

But about 20 minutes later, 
one of the punks grabbed her 
blue Prada bag with her hear-
ing aid and bracelet inside be-
fore hopping on a departing 
Brooklyn-bound A train, ac-
cording to authorities. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cashed out
A scoundrel broke into a 

guy’s Washington Avenue 
apartment on Dec. 12 and 
stole his cash and electronics, 
police said.

The 28-year-old victim told 
cops he left his apartment near 
Dekalb Avenue around 2:30 pm, 
and when he got back around 
7 pm, he saw his Apple mon-
itor display was gone, along 
with its keyboard and a wad 
of cash, authorities said. 

Jewel thief 
A nogoodnik broke 

into a woman’s Cler-
mont Avenue apartment 
and swiped her jewelry 
on Dec. 12, officials said. 

The knave got into her apart-
ment between Greene Avenue 
and Fulton Street through the 
front door sometime between 
7:15 am and 7:50 pm, and ran 
out with diamond earrings, 
pearl earrings, a pearl neck-
lace, watch, and bracelet, po-
lice said.  

Bay play
A punk swiped a guy’s 

PlayStation from his Down-
ing Street apartment on Dec. 
14, cops said.

The good-for-nothing broke 
into the 27-year-old’s apartment 
near Gates Avenue sometime 
between 11:15 am and 7:15 pm 
and stole his PlayStation 4, ac-
cording to officials. 

Stoop scofflaw
A baddie swiped a bunch of 

delivered packages and other 
parcels waiting to be picked up 
outside a woman’s Washing-
ton Avenue apartment some-
time overnight on Dec. 12, po-
lice said.

The victim told cops she left 
some boxes for pick up along-
side others that had just been de-
livered to her stoop near Gates 
Avenue around 9:30 am, and 
when she walked outside the 
next morning, she saw they 
were all gone, officials said. 

Purse snatcher 
Some sneak swiped a wom-

an’s purse inside a Waverly Av-
enue building on Dec. 15, cops 
said.

The thief took the victim’s 
bag containing $450, her so-
cial-security card, other per-
sonal-identification cards, and a 
credit card while she was inside 
the commercial building be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and Ful-
ton Street sometime between 1 
and 3 pm, authorities said. The 
woman told police she wanted 
to go back and check the build-
ing’s cameras.  
 — Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Fare robs cabbie
A miscreant stole a taxi driv-

er’s iPhone on Hicks Street on 
Dec. 15.

The taxi driver told police 
she was in an argument with 
her passenger near Atlantic Av-

enue at 10:27 pm when the pas-
senger ripped the driver’s iP-
hone 6 Plus from the console 
and ran off. 

Tracking information was 
unavailable for the phone, and 
cops said they’re looking for 
a 5-foot-5 woman with black 
hair. 

Lock your doors
A punk stole more than 

$20,000 worth of valuables 
from a woman’s Sullivan Street 
home on Dec. 15. 

The victim told officials she 
left her home between Conover 
and Van Brunt streets unlocked 
from 2:30 to 3:30 pm. 

When she returned, she re-
alized a MacBook Air, an iPod, 
a diamond necklace, a bicy-
cle, a black bag, and various 
pieces of jewelry were miss-
ing. Investigators said no one 
was seen entering or leaving 
the home.

Tired
A good-for-nothing stole 

sixteen tires from two com-
pany trucks parked on Bowne 
Street sometime between Dec. 
16 and 18.

A worker for the company 
said he came back to the site 
at 5:30 am on Dec. 18 to find 
eight tires each from two of his 
employer’s trucks were miss-
ing. — Adam Lucente

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bagged it
A thief stole a woman’s 

wallet — plus the credit cards 
and $350 inside — from her 
book bag on Fourth Avenue 
on Dec. 8. 

The woman told police the 
man approached her between 
85th and 86th streets around 
3 pm to help her fix her scarf, 
when he pointed out that her 
backpack was open. But when 
she went to close it, she real-
ized he had grabbed the wal-
let with the plastic and cash 
inside. 

Padded account
A lying lout swindled a 

Third Avenue business owner 
by opening a Verizon account 
in the name of his business and 
using it to make $600 worth 
of transactions, the victim re-
ported on Dec. 12.

The owner of the business 
between Ovington Avenue and 
71st Street told authorities that 
he did not know who opened 
the account.  
 — Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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By Julianne McShane
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T
he show is untitled and un-
scripted.

A Windsor Terrace come-
dian known for challenging rac-
ism and puncturing pop culture 
figures will team up with his dee-
jay brother for an improvised, im-
promptu discussion of personal 
and political topics — including 
their South Asian roots, baseball, 
and moustaches — at the latest in-
stallment of the “Untitled Kond-
abolu Brothers Project,” a semi-
regular live talk show at Littlefield 
in Gowanus. The brothers say that 
they plan ahead as little as possi-
ble to ensure their show on Dec. 
27 will be as off-the-cuff as their 
personal conversations. 

“It’s essentially two brothers 
talking to themselves naturally 
and occasionally acknowledg-
ing a live audience,” said Hari 
Kondobolu, performing with his 
brother Ashok — also known as 
“Dap” — who lives in Williams-
burg. “What we’ve been doing 
recently is making a list of top-
ics to flash on a screen behind 
us just as a trigger to get started, 
but the conversations go where 
they go. It can be really serious 
at times, it can be really funny 
at times.”

The conversations frequently 
gravitate towards issues of iden-
tity, race, and representation, the 
brothers said — whether that 

means making fun of white peo-
ple who wear Native American 
headdresses, or discussing the 
lack of South Asian characters 
on television.

“This is stuff that both of us 
have talked about to death,” he 
said. “Both of us have talked about 
representation a great deal and 
the impact of that. This is based 
on the two of us’ personal expe-
riences.”

One outgrowth of those long-
running discussions, said that 
brothers, was Hari’s documen-
tary “The Problem with Apu,” 
which premiered last month on 
truTV. The hour-long show chal-
lenges the portrayal of popular 
“Simpsons” character Apu Na-
hasapeemapetilon, an Indian im-
migrant with a stereotypical ac-
cent, voiced by white actor Hank 
Azaria. The racism underlying 
the portrayal of the Kwik-E-Mart 
employee is more of a product 
of America’s shortcomings than 
those of the writers on “The Simp-
sons,” Hari concluded. 

“I think America has a hazing 
process when we talk about mi-

Music : Thurs. - Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Open  
New Year’s  
Eve & Day

Pre-Fixe Christmas 
Eve Dinner

Paid for by Maloney for Congress 

wishes you and your family happy holidays  
and a healthy New Year 

Grey garden
This garden is evergreen.
The Brooklyn Botanic Garden is opening 

its doors to visitors this winter, offering free 
admission on Tuesdays through Fridays until 

the end of March. And 
though the spring grow-
ing season is still months 
away, those who brave the 
winter temperatures will 
find plenty of flora and 
fauna to gawk at during 
their visits to the garden 
near Prospect Park, said 
a spokeswoman.

“There are still things to see outside and in-
doors,” said Elizabeth Reina-Longoria, the Gar-
den’s director of communications. “People love 
bird watching outside and seeing the plants in 
different seasons.”

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden offers special 
activities during cold weather, including out-
door bird walks, tours of the indoor conserva-
tory, and workshops for kids. Those programs, 
and the free weekday admission, are designed 
to ensure that Brooklynites do not forget about 
the green space during the cold winter months, 
said Reina-Longoria.

“We want to remind people we’re still open 
in the winter and encourage people to come,” 
she said. “It does get quieter.”

The smaller winter-time crowds give those 
who do show up unfettered access to the gar-
den’s stunning outdoors, allowing serene walks 
past the dawn redwoods by the water. The Jap-
anese Hill-and-Pond Garden, with its winding 
paths, Shinto shrine, and lush pine trees, offers 
especially nice views during the winter, said 
Reina-Longoria.

“If you can brave the cold, the Japanese Gar-
den is always beautiful,” she said. “There are 
lots of evergreen trees that look beautiful in 
the snow.”

And the heated indoor Tropical and Desert pa-
vilions can offer visitors relief from the cold.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden [990 Washington 
Ave. between President and Carroll streets in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623–7200, www.bbg.
org]. Free admission through March, Tue–Fri, 
10 am–4:30 pm.  — Adam Lucente

O U T D O O R S

Make a splash!
More than 2,000 brave souls will dive into 

the frigid waters at Coney Island beach on Jan. 
1 as part of a more-than-century-old tradition, 
the Polar Bear Plunge. Submerging yourself in 
the ice cold ocean is an awakening like no other 
— the perfect activity to 
kick-start a new year, said 
the president of the Coney 
Island Polar Bear Club, 
which hosts the event.

“Everyone has their 
own reason, but for me 
it’s this sense of absolute 
intensity and immediacy 
and it’s also an experi-
ence that’s so different 
from what all of us do every day,” said Den-
nis Thomas, who lives in Greenpoint. “It’s not 
about jobs, paying rent, not about the subways, 
not about relationships, it’s an experience that 
is really different from everything else — that 
takes you to a different place.”

New Year’s Day bathers must first sign a 
waiver, as required by the Parks Department, 
before charging into the polar waters in groups 
of about 500. Most people stay in the water for 
no more than five minutes, said Thomas. 

All participants should show up at the beach 
near Stillwell Avenue between 10 am and noon to 
register for the event and sign the waiver, wearing 
a bathing suit and ready to hit the water at the 1 
pm start time. Everyone should also bring a set of 
warm clothes, a towel, a camera to document the 
moment, and old sneakers to protect their feet from 
the freezing temperatures, said Thomas. 

“We recommend having like an old pair of 
sneakers or surf boots, something to insulate 
your feet, a little insulation there goes a long 
way — other than that, bathing suits will do 
just fine,” he said. 

Entry into the Atlantic Ocean is free, but the 
Polar Bear Club encourages donations that ben-
efit the Coney Island community, such as the 
Alliance for Coney Island.

Polar Bear Plunge [Riegelmann Boardwalk 
near Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, (917) 533–
3568, www.polarbearclub.org]. Jan. 1 at 1 pm. 
Free. — Julianne Cuba

Bearing up
E V E N T

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s trying to make Kwanzaa 
hip!

A Bedford-Stuyvesant come-
dian will lead a day-drinking expedi-
tion to black-owned bars across Brook-
lyn for the second annual Kwanzaa 
Crawl on Dec. 26. The event not only 
supports black-owned businesses, but 
is a way to get young people involved 
with the African-American holiday, 
said the Crawl’s creator.

“For people in my age group de-
tached from the holiday —  I thought 

‘How can make Kwanzaa cool again, 
and how do we pull it back into 
consciousness?’ ” said Kerry Cod-
dett. “I thought of the bar crawl as 
a cool idea that people between 21 
and 45 years old can really get on 
board with.”

The seven-day holiday celebrates 
African heritage and black pride, but 
many people do not celebrate it, or  do 
not know what it means , said Coddett. 
But she hopes to increase awareness 
of the Pan-African holiday through 
events like the Kwanzaa Crawl and 
“Kwanzaa, Actually,” a  series of short 
comedy videos she made with come-
dian Rob Haze .

Coddett was not raised celebrating 
Kwanzaa, but she began to embrace 
the holiday recently, seeing it as a way 
to create something positive within 
her community. Last year’s Kwanzaa 
Crawl, where she encouraged drink-
ers to wear whatever made them feel 
“black and beautiful,” was an even 
better experience than she could have 
hoped for, she said.

“There is something about thou-
sands of black people dressing as black 
as they want to be, and just being pos-
itive,” she said. 

This year, the crawl involves 20 
bars in Brooklyn, mostly in Clin-

ton Hill and its surrounding neigh-
borhoods of Fort Greene, Bedford-
Stuyvesant, and Prospect Heights 
— along with eight on the distant 
isle of Manhattan.

Each participant must buy a ticket 
in advance, choosing one bar as their 
home base. Crawlers will meet up at 
a starting point on Eastern Parkway 

Double-talking
Kondabolu brothers take stage for their ‘Untitled’ comedy show

Brooklyn brothers: Hari and Ashok Kondabolu will perform their semi-regular live talk show 
at Littlefield in Gowanus on Dec. 27.
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Black Tuesday
It’s a bar crawl for Kwanzaa

Crawling Brooklyn: Comedian Kerry Coddett led last year’s Kwan-
zaa Crawl through the streets of Brooklyn. This year’s Crawl returns 
on Dec. 26.
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“The Untitled Kondabolu Brothers 
Project” at Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefi eldnyc.com). Dec. 
27 at 8 pm. $12.

C O M E DY

“Kwanzaa Crawl” Brooklyn 
meet-up at St. Francis de Sales 
School for the Deaf (260 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Classon Avenue in Crown 
Heights, www.kwanzaacrawl.
com). Dec. 26 at noon. $20.

B A R  H O P

See BROS on page 8

See CRAWL on page 8
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WHERE TO
SUNDAY
Dec. 24

Flea frenzy
Do your last-minute 
Christmas shopping 
at the Brooklyn Flea! 
You can pick up toys, 
clothes, jewelry, and 
all sorts of artisanal 
goods and second-
hand treasures at the 
market on Christmas 
Eve — and then 
relieve some of your 
holiday anxiety at the 
bar in the back. 
Warning: the Flea 
might close a little 
early tonight. 

11 am–6 pm at Industry 
City (241 37th St., second 
floor, between Second 
and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, www.brook-
lynflea.com). Free.

MONDAY
Dec. 25

Doctor’s 
orders
After a day of open-
ing presents and 
making nice with the 
family, you need to 
get out of the house. 
So slip out and spend 
your Christmas night 
at Dr. Who–themed 
bar the Way Station, 
sipping on a Sonic 
Screwdriver and 
watching the latest 
“Dr. Who” Christmas 
special “Twice Upon 
a Time,” the final 
stand of the 12th 
Doctor.

7:30 pm at the Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between Prospect 
and St. Marks places in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
627–4949, www.theway-
stationbk.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
Dec. 26

Holding 
court
Ever since the Harlem 
Globetrotters helped 
Scooby Doo solve the 
mystery of the Haunted 
Island, we’ve wanted to 
see the clown princes 
of the court in person. 
Today’s the day! The 
team brings its ball-
spinning action to Bar-
clays Centers for two 
games against the 
Washington Senators. 
Bring the kids! 

2 pm and 7 pm at 
Barclays Center (620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacific 
Street in Prospect 
Heights, www.harlemglo-
betrotters.com/nyc). $26–
$200.

WEDNESDAY
Dec. 27

Raga 
against the 
machine
The Indian music col-
lective Brooklyn Raga 
Massive welcomes 
jazz drummer Dan 
Weiss to its weekly 
jam session. The 
Brooklyn percussion-
ist, widely hailed as 
one of the best in the 
biz, will perform an 
intimate hour-long 
set before the whole 
ensemble grooves 
together.

8 pm at Art Cafe and Bar 
(884 Pacific St. at 
Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, www.
brooklynragamassive.org). 
$15 ($10 in advance).

THURSDAY
Dec. 28

Gay apparel
The holidays can be 
excessively hetero-
sexual, but “A Gay 
Show for All People” 
adds a queer twinkle 
to the tinsel. Hosts 
Aaron Jackson (pic-
tured) and Josh 
Sharp will welcome 
some of Brooklyn’s 
funniest, and queer-
est comedians, 
including Cole 
Escola, Liza Treyger, 
and Bowen Yang, 
among others.

8 pm at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $10 ($8 in 
advance). 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 22
ART, “SOULFUL CREATURES”: An 

exhibit of animal mummies from 
ancient Egypt. $16 suggested dona-
tion. 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

DANCE, CROWN HEIGHTS CRE-
ATIVES: Nubian Nene presents a 
video series of herself dancing in 
community gardens. Sponsored by 
the Haiti Cultural Exchange. Free. 
6:00. 7two7 (727 Franklin Ave. be-
tween Park and Sterling places in 
Crown Heights). 

DINING, SAM ADAMS SAMPLING 
EVENT: Taste free samples of the 
Boston brewery’s latest suds. Free. 
5–7 pm. Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington Ave. be-
tween Dean and Bergen streets in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS BLUES, BOOZE, 
AND CAROLING: With jazz vocalist 
Katie Seiler, Evan Allen on piano, and 
Emily Pecoraro on saxophone. Free. 
6 pm. Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 240–
5850], www.sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: Every night 
in December, an artist will provide a 
free one-pot meal for 15–20 people, 
and present a one-night exhibit, mu-
sical performance, short play, com-
edy routine, or other event. Free. 7 
pm. Open Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(646) 279–3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

MUSIC, DAHKA BAND AND SLUM 
SUIT: With special guest musicians 
Rimi Basu and Munir. $15. 9 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, DEC. 23
MUSIC, ZOSO—THE ULTIMATE LED 

ZEPPELIN EXPERIENCE: Led Zep-
pelin tribute band. $12. 9 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

OUTDOORS, INTRODUCTION TO 

BIRD-WATCHING: Learn to spot 
birds in the park on this nature walk. 
Free. Noon. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

FAMILY, DROP IN PLAY AT SPARK: 
Kids can build their own structures 
in our popular exhibit Brooklyn 
Block Lab, and join art activities that 
change every week. $15. 1–5pm. 
Spark by Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [1 John St. between Adams 
and Plymouth streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 852–2470], www.brooklynkids.
org/spark. 

MARKET, WINTER FLEA AND HOLI-
DAY MARKET: The Brooklyn Flea 
moves to Industry City for the win-
ter, with 50 retail vendors and 10 
Smorgasburg food stalls, plus a bar 
with wine, beer, and cocktails. Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Industry City (241 37th 
St., second fl oor, between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset Park). 

SPORTS, SKATE WITH SANTA: Santa 
hits the ice at Lakeside every week-
end in December! You can also sign 
up for a free 15-minute skate lesson 
at 1 pm or 1:15 pm. Free (skate rental 
extra). Noon–2 pm. LeFrak Center 
at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 462–
0010], www.lakesidebrooklyn.com.

ART, “SOULFUL CREATURES”: 11 
am–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 22. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: 7 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL COMEDY: 
The usually-Monday-night comedy 
show moves to Saturday for the 
holidays! Tonight it welcomes guests 
Christian Finnegan, Rob Cantrell, 
Khalid Rahmaan, and more! Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 Clas-
son Ave. between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights). 

FILM, “DJANGO” WITH A LIVE 
SCORE: The band Olsen provides a 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS: $23–
$268. 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V WINNIPEG JETS: $22–$205. 
1 pm.

TUE, DEC 26
HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS: $26–

$134. 2 pm and 7 pm. 

WED, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V BUFFALO SABRES: $27–$243. 
7 pm.

MON, JAN 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

ORLANDO MAGIC: $21–$255. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, JAN 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V BOSTON BRUINS: $21–$201. 
7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Holy rollers: The Harlem Globetrotters, shown here with 
Pope Francis, will take on longtime rivals the Senators at Bar-
clays Center on Dec. 26.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Bill Roundy
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H
ow do you like these ap-
ples? A new restaurant 
and bar devoted to hard 

apple cider has opened in Bush-
wick, and it aims to convert 
people to the wonders of the 
fruit-based booze. One of the 
founders of the Brooklyn Cider 
House says the barn-like space 
on Flushing Avenue is an at-
tempt to recreate the environ-
ment that first opened his eyes 
to cider’s possibilities. 

“It was a magical mo-
ment — and I just saw stars. 
I wanted to really have peo-
ple get that experience that I 

had,” said Peter Yi, 
Yi, who grew up in Ben-

sonhurst, spent years work-
ing in the wine industry, but a 
visit to a Spanish cider farm, 
where he sampled the apple 
drink at a communal dinner, 
set him on a new path. 

“When I had it, with the 
food — it changed my life,” 
he said. “I fell in love, head 
over heels.”

Yi and some partners soon 
bought an orchard in the Hud-
son Valley, and began work-
ing to create a cider that would 
live up to Yi’s standard. But it 
is not just about the apple con-
coction — Yi said he wants 
to duplicate the whole experi-

ence, with the food, the peo-
ple, and the drinks.

“If I just made the cider, 
people would not get it — 
it’s too funky, it’s weird,” 
he said. “You have to have 
it under the right context to 
really get it.”

That context involves a 
five-course prix fixe meal, 
with rich chorizo, grilled 
vegetables, fish, steak, and a 
cheese plate (a vegetarian op-
tion is also available), served 
at a communal table. Between 
each course, diners are led to 
one of six enormous casks in 
the middle of the giant restau-
rant. Each holds between two 
and three thousand gallons of 
cider, each from a different 
apple variety, and aged a dif-
ferent length of time. 

After turning a spigot, the 
cider leaps out in a wide arc, 
with guests lining up to capture 
it in their pint glasses — a pro-
cess that aerates the cider and 
gives it extra flavor. Depending 
on age and variety, the ciders 
can taste like a fine dry wine, 
or a funky lemonade. 

Brooklyn Cider House 
makes four varieties of ci-
der: Kinda Dry, Bone Dry, 
Half Sour, and Raw. But the 
full expression of the drink 
comes from the latter ver-
sion, said Yi.

“All the cider that we make 
is a gateway to get you to try the 
Raw,” said Yi, “because Raw is 
really the ultimate cider.”

Those who cannot devote 
two-and-a-half hours to a full 
meal at the Cider House can 
also pop in to the bar, which 
serves drinks by the glass 
and bar snacks — including 
a decadent burger. In a few 
weeks, the restaurant plans 
to add ciders made by other 
companies, along with a full 
bar of liquor.

Yi hopes that the Cider 
House will become a regu-
lar destination for local cider 
fans and their friends. 

“I think it’s a place where 
you go and have fun with 
friends and family. It’s a great 
gathering place for people to 
celebrate life,” he said.

Brooklyn Cider House 
[1100 Flushing Ave. between 
Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (347) 
295–0308, www.brook-
lynciderhouse.com]. Open 
Tue–Thu, 5–11 pm; Fri, 5 
pm–midnight; Sat, 11 am–1 
am; Sun, 11 am–midnight. 
$32–$52 for prix-fixe meals 
and cider catching.

Cider House rules!
New apple-booze brewery opens in Bushwick

BROOKLYN CIDER HOUSE NAME BAD SEED TAPROOM

One week How long has it 
been open? 

Two months

“Ugly apples taste better” Slogan “Embrace your inner bad seed”

Enormous Size Kinda small

Four How many original 
ciders does it 

serve?

12

A Basque-inspired prix fixe five-course 
meal, plus bar snacks 

How about food? Feel free to order in!

Coming soon! Does it serve 
liquor?

Nope

It uses heirloom apples rarely grown 
since Prohibition

Fun fact It has a giant Jenga game 
in the backyard

1100 Flushing Ave. between Irving and 
Knickerbocker avenues in Bushwick

Where? 585 Franklin Ave. at Pacific Street in 
Crown Heights

(347) 295–0308 Phone (718) 975–0690

www.brooklynciderhouse.com Website www.badseedhardcider.com

In pour taste: Peter Yi releases cider from one of the 
giant barrels contained in the Brooklyn Cider House, 
which opened last week in Bushwick. 
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A tale of 
two ciders
Two cider-fo-
cused bars have 
recently opened 
in Brooklyn: 
Brooklyn Cider 
House and the 
Bad Seed Tap 
Room. How do 
they compare?
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RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET
OPEN HOLIDAYS 

3  $39
/4

F
O
R

nority groups,” he said. “I 
feel like everyone has to 
go through this long pe-
riod of humiliation, and 
I think this is an exten-
sion of this idea. When 
they gave people of color 
a voice, they didn’t give 
us an accurate one.” 

Hari is now hearing 
from long-time “Simp-
sons” fans who tell him 
they see the show — and 
Apu — in a new light after 
seeing his documentary.

“A lot of people do 
think about it in a dif-
ferent way, because how 
can you not when it’s a 
perspective you’ve never 
seen,” he said.

Hari just recorded an 
hour-long stand-up special 
in Seattle, and Ashok pri-
marily works on his radio 
and video show, “ Chillin 
Island .” 

For those who miss the 
live show, the two broth-
ers plan to bring their stage 
show to the earbuds, re-
cording 12 more episodes 
of their “Untitled Kond-
abolu Brothers Podcast,” 
which has been on hiatus 
since 2015.

to get a wristband, a spe-
cial Kwanzaa Crawl cup, 
a map of the route, and to 
join their team leader, who 
will lead a group expedi-
tion to the home base bar, 
and then to three more tav-
erns throughout the day.

Crawlers will not visit 
all 20 of the participat-
ing Kwanzaa Crawl spots, 
for obvious health and 
legal reasons, said Cod-
dett, despite the sugges-
tions of some enthusias-
tic drinkers.

“Sometimes people are 
like ‘Oh, 20 bars? Are we 
going to hit all 20 bars?’ 
That is madness, and a 
lawsuit waiting to hap-
pen,” she said. 

At various locations 
along the crawl, drink-
ers will learn more 
about Kwanzaa and have 
a chance to light the ki-
nara — the holiday can-
dlepiece. 

The crawl occurs on 
the first day of Kwan-
zaa, which is Umoja or 
‘unity.’ This year it falls 
on a Tuesday, which Cod-
dett said is the best time 
for a bar crawl. 

“It make sense that 
on the day of the princi-
ple of unity, everybody 
is getting together,” ex-
plained Coddett. “Peo-
ple ask why can’t we do 
it on the weekend, but [the 
bars] already have busi-
ness then — and if we are 
trying to get them supple-
mental income, we want 
to kick up sales on a day 
that’s slow.”

BROS...
Continued from page 5

CRAWL...
Continued from page 5

live soundtrack for the 1966 
spaghetti Western. $20. 9 
pm. Film Noir Cinema [122 
Meserole Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–5773]. 

SUN, DEC. 24
DOWN TO EARTH FARMER’S 

MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including seasonal 
fruits and veggies, speciality 
foods, prepared foods, bev-
erages, eggs, honey, milk, 
baked goods, and more. 
Free. 10 am–4 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, ARTURO O’FARRILL 
AND THE AFRO LATIN 
JAZZ ORCHESTRA: Fol-
lowed by A festival Holy 
Eucharist with choir and 
Christmas music. Free. 9 
pm. All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church [286 Seventh Ave. 
between Sixth and Seventh 
Streets in Park Slope, (718) 
768–1156]. 

MARKET, WINTER FLEA AND 
HOLIDAY MARKET: 11 
am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 23. 

FILM, “AN AFFAIR TO RE-
MEMBER”: Sisterhood 
Event at Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center hosts a movie and 
a nosh, featuring the 1957 
romance starring Cary 
Grant and Deborah Kerr. 
$20. 12:30 pm. Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

ELF THE MUSICAL: 1 pm and 
6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 22. 

FAMILY, JEWISH CRAFT 
ROOM: Get creative with 
a variety of Jewish-themed 
crafts to choose from! Free 
with museum admission. 
1–3 pm. Jewish Children’s 
Museum [792 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Kingston Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 907–
8833], www.jcm.museum.

ART, “SOULFUL CREA-
TURES”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

MON, DEC. 25
COMEDY, COMEDY MON-

DAY: Freddy’s bar will be 
open, so if you want to 
dominate the open-mike 
comedy night, this is your 
chance! Free. 6 pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

TUES, DEC. 26
OUTDOORS, WINTER HOLI-

DAYS AT PROSPECT: The 
park’s Audubon Center has 
plenty of winter activities, 
including nature walks, a 
bird trivia game, and infor-
mation about animals that 
winter in the park. Free. 
Noon to 4 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

HISTORIC CRAFTS: The Lef-
ferts Historic House pres-
ents traditional holiday toys 
and games from the 1800s. 
$3. 1–3 pm. Lefferts Historic 
House [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

MUSIC, BOXING DAY BLUE-
GRASS: With the Brooklyn 
Bluegrass Collective. Free. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

WED, DEC. 27
FILM, “BABES IN TOYLAND”: 

Enjoy popcorn and a Christ-
mas musical from 1961 
starring Annette Funicello. 
$10. 2 pm. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 22. 

MUSIC, THE FELICE BROTH-
ERS: With David Wax Mu-
seum. $20. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE WELCOMES 
DAN WEISS: The jazz drum-
mer performs, followed by a 
jam session with the Indian 
group. $15 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Art Cafe and Bar (884 
Pacifi c St. at Underhill Av-

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from  
the holder.

2) Remove the dots from 
the adhesive backing and 
apply as needed to the 
back of your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional  
remotes to the holder  
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

PIK•N•CLIK

You’ve looked under the couch, the coffee table and your favorite 
recliner. Found one remote, but where are the other two?

GOOGLE • AMAZON • EBAY

enue in Prospect Heights), 
www.brooklynragamas-
sive.org. 

ART, “SOULFUL CREA-
TURES”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22.

THURS, DEC. 28
TRANSIT TOTS: Stories, games 

and surprises for our young-
est transportation fans! Free 
with admission. For ages 
2-5 and adult companions. 
Free with admission to the 
museum. 10:15 am to 11 am. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.ny-
transitmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, BOP MONROE AND 
POCKET MONSTER: A 
three-piece band that is also 
a podcast, somehow. Free. 
10:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FAMILY, THE LITTLE ORCHES-
TRA SOCIETY: A series of 
family music workshops. 
Free with museum admis-
son. 3 pm and 4 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 22.

ART, “SOULFUL CREA-
TURES”: 11 am–10 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

MUSIC, DAR WILLIAMS: Plus 
special guests. $25–$30. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, GOGOL BORDELLO: 
With Lucky Chops. $32. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, DIRTY DOZEN BRASS 
BAND: With Lowdown 
Brass Band. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, A GAY SHOW FOR 
ALL PEOPLE HOLIDAY 
SPECTACULAR: Aaron 
Jackson and Josh Sharp 
host a show fi lled with 
songs and laughs from 
comics, queers, and mostly 
people who are both. This 
holiday spectacular edition 
will feature a live band and 
more guests, songs, and 
vodka sodas than usual. 
$8–$10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, MOBILE MONDAYS 
END OF YEAR BASH: New 
York City’s premier vinyl 
night for music lovers from 
disco to garage. Free. 10 
pm. Black Flamingo (168 
Borinquen Pl. between 

Carlos M. Morales Way and 
Keap St. in Williamsburg). 

FRI, DEC. 29
ART, SOUP KITCHEN 2017: 7 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 22. 
MUSIC, GOGOL BORDELLO: 

8 pm. See Thursday, Dec. 
28. 

MUSIC, LETTUCE: With spe-
cial guest John Scofi eld; and 
Butcher Brown. $35 ($30 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com.

ART, “SOULFUL CREA-
TURES”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

SAT, DEC. 30
MUSIC, LETTUCE: With spe-

cial guests John Scofi eld 
and Pharoahe Monch; and 
Bobby Deitch Band. $35 
($30 in advance). 8:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, THEY MIGHT BE GI-
ANTS: The beloved nerdy 
rock band plays on New 
Year’s Eve and on the eve of 
New Year’s Eve. $30–$40. 
9 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com. 

MUSIC, TRAGEDY: A heavy-
metal Bee Gees cover band! 
With opening acts Wyldlife 
and Netherlands. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Green-
point Ave. between Man-
hattan Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint), www.
bkbazaar.com.

EVENT, THE AMAZING 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM 
SCAVENGER HUNT: A 
series of clues leads you 
around the Brooklyn Mu-
seum performing mental 
challenges along the way. 
One member of the team 
should have a smart phone 
with an app called Scan-
Quest. Please download 
that before you come to 
the event. $39 per person. 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7 pm–9 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

DINING, BROOKLYN BREW-
ERY SAMPLING EVENT: 
Try the latest from Brooklyn 
Brewery Prospect Heights 
Beer Works. Free. 7–10 
pm. Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington 
Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

From death to disco!: Heavy metal meets disco when Tragedy takes the stage 
at Brooklyn Bazaar on Dec. 30, delivering face-melting versions of the Bee Gee’s 
greatest hits, including “Stayin’ Alive,” “How Deep is Your Love,” and, of course, 
“Tragedy.”
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When you’re walking 
around your home, take a look 
at what’s under foot.

If your carpet doesn’t feel 
as plush and plump as it used 
to be, Better Carpet Warehouse 
has you covered.

The company offers all types 
of carpet installation, special-
izing in carpeting for stairs. 
Leave it to the professionals to 
get the job done right so you can 
prance barefoot through your 
home in complete comfort.

Discover the many brands 
the company offers:  Staton, 
Godfrey Hirst, Glen Eden, 
Masland, Nourison, Couristan, 
Prestige Mill, Fiberworks, Fab-
rica, Unique Carpets, Silver 
Creek, Bloomsbur, Sisal, Jute, 
Seagrass, and more. 

Visit the 3,600 square-foot 
showroom where you’ll find 
stain-resistant carpets made 
of nylon, wool, polyester, and 
other fabrics. Browse area 
rugs, some handmade from 
places like Pakistan, Turkey, 
and Belgium. There’s some-
thing suitable for every décor 
and color scheme.

Perhaps your existing car-
pets need a thorough cleaning. 
Better Carpet Warehouse can 
take care of that, too. It offers 
residential and commercial 
cleaning, and will even hand 
wash rugs. They make it super 
easy by coming to your home to 
pick up the rugs that need to be 
hand-washed. If you prefer, you 
can also drop them off. 

Better Carpet Warehouse 
has served the local commu-
nity, and the entire tri-state 
area, for 17 years. This means 
there have been many happy 
customers. It’s no surprise that 
good customer service starts 
at the top with owner Wayne 
McPherson and partner, Ed-
win Perez. Both men have a 

combined nearly 50 years’ ex-
perience in the industry, so 
customers can count on their 
expertise.  

McPherson is proud to point 
out that it’s their business that 
is responsible for carpeting the 
set of “Saturday Night Live.”  
It also installed the carpeting 
in Jennifer Lopez’ ’home in 
the Hamptons, says McPher-
son, who didn’t get to meet the 
star because it was all handled 
by her representatives. Better 
Carpet Warehouse was fea-
tured on the second season of 
HGTV’s “The High Low Proj-
ect,” and on the sixth season of 
HGTV’s “Design Star.” 

How does Better Carpet 
Warehouse get jobs like these? 
“We work with decorators, ar-
chitects, and designers who 
make recommendations,” says 
McPherson. 

But don’t think you have to 
be a celebrity to shop here as 
pricing is affordable.  In fact, 
there is a 10-50 percent off sale 
on rugs and remnants going 
on right now, and McPherson 

recommends shopping while it 
lasts.  Many runners, area rugs, 
and remnants are in stock, so 
these can be brought to your 
home right away. The store de-
livers and installs throughout 
the tri-state area.

The well-trained crew han-
dles it all, and will guarantee 
their work. You’ll also have the 
manufacturer’s product guar-
antee, assuring peace of mind 
for every aspect of the job.

The professional staff is 
happy to answer all questions. 
Email them at info@better-
carpetwarehouse.com. “Like” 
them on Facebook. The com-
pany accepts Visa, Master-
Card, American Express, and 
Discover credit cards.

Better Carpet Warehouse 
[443 Atlantic Ave. between 
Bond and Nevins Streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 855-2794, 
www.better carpetwarehouse.
com]. Open Mondays and 
Thursdays, 9 am – 7 pm; Tues-
days, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays, 9 am – 6 pm; 
and Sundays, 11 am – 5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Better Carpet Warehouse

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Local hockey fans are out 
of puck.

The New York Islanders 
are  skating out of their Bar-
clays Center digs  and into a 
new home outside of Brook-
lyn, Gov. Cuomo announced 
on Wednesday.

The National Hockey 
League squad submitted a 
bid to Empire State Develop-
ment to build an 18,000-seat 
arena at Belmont Park in the 
outer borough of Queens ear-
lier this year, and team hon-
chos learned this week that the 
state-run agency favored their 
iced arena over a soccer coli-
seum pitched by the New York 
City Football Club.

Borough President Ad-
ams wasted no time bidding 
the Islanders bon voyage, 
saying there is no love lost 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This kid is more than meets 
the eye.

Teams of techies-in-training 
built robots that they showed 
off in a borough-wide robotics 
contest at the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Central branch 
on Dec. 16, and the mom of 
one pint-sized programmer 
said the competition gave her 
shy boy the courage to make 
something even more impres-
sive — a friend.

“I’m so glad for this pro-
gram, it really helped my son 
come out of his shell,” Maria 
Rose said of her 9-year-old son 
Alexander Miller. “It brought 
out this whole new personality 
I’ve never seen before.”

Miller — whose mother said 
he suffers from developmen-
tal delays that make socializ-
ing difficult — and more than 
100 other budding engineers 
between 9 and 16-years-old en-
rolled in the library’s robotics 

Connecting through circuits
A robotics program teaches technology, confi dence

Island hopping
Hockey team skating out of Brooklyn

between the borough and its 
short-lived hockey squad in a 
Tuesday statement issued be-
fore the move was officially 
announced.

“There’s only one Brook-
lyn team for Barclays Center 
and that’s the Brooklyn Nets,” 

the beep said.
The Islanders signed a 25-

year lease with the Prospect 
Heights arena in 2012, but the 
team struggled to acclimate to 
the venue after it started play-
ing there in 2015. The space is 
too small to fit a regulation-size 

rink without pulling chairs from 
around one goal, which specta-
tors in certain perches cannot 
see because it is blocked by a 
balcony, leading Business In-
sider to declare those seats  “the 
worst … in American profes-
sional sports.”   

The Barclays Center rink 
also has bad ice, according to 
Islanders forward Cal Clutter-
buck, who told the New York 
Post that “[it’s] the worst ice 
I’ve ever seen in my nine years 
[in the league].”

The team drew the lowest 
home-game attendance of any 
National Hockey League fran-
chise this season, with an aver-
age 11,642 people at each game 
— nearly 10,000 spectators less 
than the top-ranked Chicago 
Blackhawk’s 21,584 per game, 
 ESPN reported .

But fortunately for the Is-
landers, Barclays Center hon-
chos reportedly hoped to termi-
nate their partnership with the 
hockey team before its lease ex-
pired, too, because they could 
allegedly make more money 
with the squad off the ice that 
on it, Bloomberg reported ear-
lier this year.

league, forming teams at their 
local branches under the tutor-
ship of resident artificial-intel-
ligence gurus.

The pros coached the young 

builders on how to use Danish 
toymaker Lego’s Mindstorm 
brand of building blocks to con-
struct their machines and pro-
gram the things to move auton-

omously as well as push, pull, 
and pick up other objects.

Miller’s team — a skeleton 
crew of four kids far smaller 
than the 10 participants allowed 
in any group — finished in a 
respectable fourth place at the 
meet. 

But the Bay Ridge young-
ster, whose mom said never suf-
fered from a lack of smarts, 
walked away with the even 
better achievement of work-
ing in partnership with his 
teammates, she said.

“He hated group work, didn’t 
like talking to kids, and I saw 
him come out of that at the com-
petition,” Rose said. “He was 
willing to sit with the high-
schoolers and talk to them about 
their robots. It was truly amaz-
ing for me to see.”

The current league ended 
with the Central branch’s com-
petition, but the book lender’s 
free robotics program is ex-
pected to return next spring, 
according to a library rep.

Brooklyn Public Library’s robotics program helped 
shy Bay Ridgite Alexander Miller branch out and 
make pals, according to his mom.
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The New York Islanders are fleeing their current 
Barclays Center digs for a new stadium in Queens.
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provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking 
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Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

$$139139Baby Carrots

ORGANIC

24/7

EBT

Iceberg Lettuce

¢¢8989

12/20 7AM -12/25 7PM
20 21 22 23 24 25SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

K

44 55$$
forfor

Soft Drinks

DELICIOUS!

Red Seedless
Grapes

¢¢8989lb.lb.

SWEET DEAL!

22 55$$
forfor

Gold Pineapples

Comice Pears

¢¢8989lb.lb.

California Celery

¢¢6969
Baby Peeled Carrots

¢¢6969

Onions

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$349349
Navel Oranges

77forfor

$$199199

D

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

$$299299

D

$$399399
Pies

Shelled Walnuts
$$499499

lb.lb. 22 33$$
forfor

Sour Cream

D

Apple Cider
$$199199

Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

$$499499

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

“It’s practically unac-
ceptable that we even con-
sider anything but electric 
buses,” said Councilman 
Antonio Reynoso (D–Wil-
liamsburg).

The city’s five-page tran-
sit-mitigation packet hinted at 
other plans for Grand Street, 
saying it is “looking to make 
major changes to a street that 
will serve as a major bus-and-
bicycle corridor to the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge,” but lacked 
more concrete information. 
Transportation honchos con-

ceded that the strip is one of 
the trickiest pieces of the puz-
zle, and agreed to meet with 
business leaders and local 
pols about proposals within 
the next few weeks.

“Grand Street remains the 
biggest piece we need to final-
ize in our plan. Everyone is 
anxious to get that right,” said 
Polly Trottenberg, the head of 
the Department of Transpor-
tation. “We will sit down be-
fore end of this year with in-
terested businesses to finalize 
those plans. We should be able 
to figure this out.”

Continued from page 1

L-TRAIN...

D ealing with other hu-
mans is a nearly im-
possible thing. If we 

were dogs, and could just 
sniff around a bit, and then 
move on our merry way, no 
words necessary. Words, in 
a household, can easily get 
you in deep trouble. 

We are a modern family, 
and with that come lots of de-
vices. Most evenings, each 
of us can be found behind 
our own screens, be it desk-
top, laptop, phone, or iPad. 
And there are few words ex-
changed. Ostensibly, the kids 
have homework, and us elders, 

well, we’re watching or lis-
tening to things (my husband) 
or looking and connecting to 
lives outside of ours (me).

We do, however, sit down at 
the dinner table on the nights 
when we are all at home. 
Lately at these meals I have 
noticed that there is a hyped-
up energy, with everyone try-
ing desperately to talk about 
themselves. It is a mash-up of 
anecdotes and epiphanies, of 
“what happened to mes” and 
“listen to thises.”

I try to take a deep breath 
and threaten often (or it seems 
like a threat to my unwilling 

charges) to have a little pre-
dinner meditation. Jesus, we 
are all so needy, and, yet, I 
cannot for the life of me figure 
how to work it so that there is 
enough giving and receiving 
to leave us all satiated.

To help us feel satisfied 
with our interactions is much 

harder than filling bellies, 
though these days my boys 
are both pushing upwards so 
fast my meager meals some-
times can’t even do that.

I want my boys to have 
great memories of these few 
precious moments a day of 
non-screen togetherness, and 

All my holiday dreams — and goals
I want these moments to buoy 
them to go out in the world 
and create truly satisfying 
relationships, and yet… As 
the dishes get cleared, I am 
often sitting there wishing I 
could have handled it differ-
ently, hoping that somewhere 
in the melee there was a tidbit 
that made them feel good, or 
understand that my best in-
tentions rose up beyond the 
often-trying reality of Thomp-
son Family attempts at group 
discussion.

I’m afraid my husband and 
I don’t always set the best ex-
ample. A friend who came to 
visit us in New York just af-
ter we first started dating in 
the early ’90s just stopped on 
the sidewalk and shook his 
head at some point during 
the weekend. 

“Listening to you guys is 
like watching a play,” he said. 
“The way you just talk and 
talk and talk, and talk over 
each other.” 

Ouch.
I think of that comment of-

ten at our family dinners now, 
as many voices speak at high 
decibels, trying to be heard. 
Gulp. I often yell at my hus-
band for not letting one or the 
other of the boys speak and 
then, because they are sassy 
teens now (thank god), they 
usually put me in my place 
and remind me that I do ex-
actly the same thing. I am 
glad they have the voice to 
stand up to me and to stand 
up for themselves, as they’ll 

need that fighter spirit in the 
world in order to be heard. But 
we do need to figure a way 
to listen to each other better, 
to calm down and take turns 
telling our tales, and truly of-
fer up signs that we are hear-
ing and considering one an-
other, and caring. 

Ugh. Family. At holiday 
time, it becomes especially 
fraught ’cause we often add 
in the extended gang and all 
the trials and tribulations of 
those relationships. Every-
one has their issues, and if 
we don’t take care it just be-
comes a face-off of who’s 
got more problems than who. 
Yuck. There has to be a way 
to give everyone air time so 
that they don’t feel invisible, 
and also not to turn it into 
a “Co-Dependents Anony-
mous” meeting (which, dis-
claimer, I’ve never been to, 
but have thought about many 
times, and can imagine.)

Families are dependent 
on one another. We all have 
needs. Now that my boys are 
older, I try to tell them and 
show them that I am a per-
son whose needs they must 
consider, at the dinner table 
and beyond, just as they are. 
It is important that they un-
derstand how to listen as well 
as talk, that they learn to con-
sider others as much as them-
selves.

That’s a goal for the holi-
days: mutually beneficial in-
teractions. May you find them, 
and revel in them, with joy. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson
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