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It was a reel blowout!
Loyal patrons of a beloved Red Hook 

dive bar took their last swigs at the li-
quor-slinging pub on Jan. 27 during a 
rowdy final farewell party that bested 
any other night in the nearly 15-year-
old spot’s existence, its now-former 
owner said.

“I can die alone, because I’ve had 
my wake for seven f----- days. I know 
it’s not me, it’s my bar, but same differ-
ence,” said Barry O’Meara, the propri-
etor of Bait and Tackle. “It had come 
to an end, but you can’t be sad about 
something so beautiful.”

O’Meara opened the Van Brunt 

Street watering hole in 2003, and 
 kept it afloat  after superstorm Sandy 
ravaged the waterfront community in 
2012. But the skyrocketing cost of do-
ing business in the changing neighbor-
hood became too much to afford, so 
he decided to close up shop and serve 
his final round at an all-day rager, the 
owner said.

“It was such a fun day,” he said. 
“All family coming together, having 
drinks. It was a great time.”

O’Meara plans to travel South Amer-
ica on what he called the trip of a life-
time now that he has shuttered the dive, 
he said.

And the former booze peddler is not 

Van Brunt Street dive bar latest 
casualty of nabe’s changing face

Off the Hook

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Old habits drive hard.
Drivers are regularly taking illegal 

shortcuts through Prospect Park despite 
the mayor’s permanent ban on vehi-
cles inside Brooklyn’s Backyard, bik-
ers claim.

“I’m in the park everyday, and it’s 
rare that I don’t ride through and see 
at least one or two civilian vehicles,” 
said Prospect-Lefferts Gardens resident 
Stanley Greenberg, who with other lo-
cals and officials is part of the Prospect 
Park Community Committee, which en-
gages with meadow caretakers on be-
half of residents.  

The wayward motorists are tak-
ing advantage of temporary barriers 
on roads into the park that don’t fully 
cover their entrances, maneuvering 
around the blockades — the same as 
those used to corral crowds along pa-
rade routes — by driving onto curbs 
and into the green space, according to 
another cyclist.

“They have what are called French 
barriers, but they don’t stretch entirely 
across the road, so [drivers are] just put-
ting two tires on the sidewalk and go-
ing around,” said Dennis Hrehowsik, 
president of the Brooklyn Bird Club, 
who claimed he bikes through Pros-
pect Park almost every day.

Mayor DeBlasio booted the last 
 legally allowed four-wheelers  from 
Prospect Park in January, when he  in-
definitely closed the East Drive  to Down-
town-bound drivers who used it as a 
weekday shortcut during the morning 
rush. Hizzoner  previously barred Co-
ney Island–bound drivers from using 
the park’s West Drive  as an alternative 
evening-rush route in 2015.  

And four-wheelers careening through 
the meadow in the wake of the mayor’s 
park-wide ban are far more dangerous 
to pedestrians because they’re explic-
itly outlawed, Hrehowsik said.

“It’s one thing when cars are ex-
pected, but now that they aren’t, pri-
vate cars traveling through the park at 
35 miles per hour are much more dan-
gerous than a slow-moving vehicle,” 
the bike rider said.  

GRASS AND FURIOUS
Rogue motorists keep cruising through Prospect Park, cyclists say

Drivers continue to traverse roads in Prospect Park by maneuvering around the temporary barriers at the 
streets’ entrances, according to park-goers.
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Greenberg said he had a close call 
while pedaling through the meadow 
on the night of Feb. 1, when a driver 
behind the wheel of an orange mus-
cle car cut him off after running a red 
light at the intersection of Center and 
West drives.

“A big orange muscle car almost hit 
me!” he said.

And Greenberg isn’t the first to en-
counter a car on West Drive since De-

Blasio banned all traffic from it — last 
December, a motorist illegally cruis-
ing the road  hit and injured a jogger  as 
she ran along it.

The president of meadow steward the 
Prospect Park Alliance, which oversees 
the lawn in conjunction with the city, 
told attendees of a Jan. 16 Prospect Park 
Community Committee meeting that 
caretakers intend to install more sub-
stantial wooden barriers to better ob-
struct the entrances to park roads, ac-
cording to Greenberg.

And the cyclist said that Alliance 
honchos hope to receive even safer bar-
ricades under a  $50-million initiative 
to increase the number of bollards pro-
tecting public spaces  across the city, 
which DeBlasio put in place follow-

ing deadly  terrorist  and other  vehicle-
based attacks  last year.  

A Department of Parks and Recre-
ation spokeswoman said that “more per-
manent fixtures” to block four-wheelers 
from accessing meadow roads will be 
installed in the coming weeks. A De-
partment of Transportation rep said the 
agency was unaware of the issue.

Officers with the parks department’s 
Park Enforcement Patrol have issued one 
summons for an unauthorized vehicle in 
Prospect Park since the mayor’s perma-
nent ban on autos kicked in earlier this 
year, according to an agency rep.

The Police Department did not re-
spond to a request for comment on its 
own summonses issued for illegal four-
wheelers in the park by press time.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

Danie Hutch, who manages Sunny’s Bar in Red Hook, bid neigh-
boring dive Bait and Tackle farewell at its alcohol-soaked goodbye 
party on Jan. 27.
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See HOOK  on page 11

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a high dive!
Inhabitants of the  68-story 

tower going up at the massive City 
Point complex in America’s Down-
town  can float among the clouds 
in an infinity pool that will be the 
highest of its kind on a residen-
tial building in the Western Hemi-
sphere, a spokeswoman for the de-

veloper announced Monday.   
The elevated swimming hole 

on the building’s rooftop will sit 
680 feet above the ground, offer-
ing those who jump in its heated 
water a sweeping glimpse of the 
distant isle of Manhattan, the 
rep for builder Extell Develop-
ment said. It will be designed in 
a way that allows its water to slip 
over the building’s edge, giving it 
the illusion of being borderless or 

stretching to “infinity.”
The high-in-the-sky facility  

soars above the then-record-setting 
pool that opened atop a 500-foot-
tall hotel in Singapore in 2010, ac-
cording to the rep.

Swimmers can take a dip above 
Downtown from spring through 
fall once the pool is built, and other 
amenities atop the tower will in-
clude a sun deck, a dining area, 
changing rooms and showers, a 

Making a tall splash
Developer reveals infi nity pool for swimming 
at record height atop swanky D’town tower

The tower’s sky-high swimming hole will offer residents sweeping views of Manhattan.
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movie theater, and an observatory, 
all of which will be designed by 
Matthews Nielsen Landscape Ar-
chitects, the spokeswoman said.

Extell plans to launch sales for 
the high-rise’s 458 condomin-
iums — which range from stu-
dios to three-bedrooms and start at 
$840,000 — in March, according 
to the rep, who said construction 
is slated to finish in 2020. 

The luxury skyscraper at 138 
Willoughby St., designed by Kohn 
Pedersen Fox Associates, will join 
two shorter towers at the City Point 
megadevelopment on Flatbush 
Avenue Extension between Wil-
loughby Street and DeKalb Ave-
nue, as well as an entertainment 
and shopping center that counts 
 Trader Joe’s ,  DeKalb Market Hall , 
and the Alamo Drafthouse Cin-
ema as tenants.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

What goes up may not go down 
easily.

Brooklyn Hospital Center hon-
chos’ imminent deal to sell its 
Willoughby Street medical tower 
on Fort Greene Park to a residen-
tial-housing developer could stir 
controversy among residents who 
oppose bringing a swanky high-
rise to the border of the public 
green space, according to a lo-
cal civic guru.

Community Board 2’s dis-
trict manager said that the like-
lihood of a luxury high-rise re-
placing the hospital’s Maynard 
Building may rile Fort Green-
ers the same way the two tow-
ers planned for  Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier 6  polarized locals in 
Brooklyn Heights.

“The analogy is along the lines 
of some of the residential devel-
opment on the edge of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, where some feel that 
the park then becomes nothing 
more than a bunch of rich peo-
ple’s front yards,” said Rob Per-
ris, whose board also includes 
Brooklyn Heights. “I think a sim-
ilar reaction may occur if a resi-
dential building is built right next 
to [Fort Greene Park].”

Williamsburg-based developer 
Rabsky Group plans to scoop up 
the crummy 21-story tower be-
tween Ashland Place and St. Ed-
wards Street, and will likely raze 

its doctors’ offices and urgent-
care facility in order to build mar-
ket-rate housing on the site and an 
adjacent parking lot, according 
to Crain’s, which  first reported  
on the $100-million deal. 

But the builder may first have 
to apply for a rezoning through 
the city’s Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure, which would then 
require it to include so-called af-
fordable housing in the project, 
Crain’s reported.

A source familiar with the 
transaction confirmed that 
Brooklyn Hospital’s and Rab-
sky’s honchos drafted papers for 
the building’s sale, but said the 
deal is not yet final. The source 
couldn’t confirm the price tag, 
or whether the parking lot next 
to the Maynard Building is part 
of the agreement.

Rabsky reps didn’t respond to 
multiple requests for comment.

The Fort Greene medical cen-
ter put the 1940s brick edifice  on 
the market  in 2016, touting a buy-
er’s chance to erect residences on 
the lot that would give future oc-
cupants an exclusive entrance to 
the meadow. A hospital rep also 
said a new owner could build a 
tower that rises even higher than 
the current building, because its 
sale includes extra air rights from 
the main campus.

Cash from the sale will be used 
to spruce up the current campus, 
the rep said at the time.

Employees who work in the 
Maynard Building will pack up 
and move into six floors of a newly 
constructed Fulton Street office 
tower in Downtown following the 
sale, according to the broker who 

negotiated the deal for the space, 
who said it would be ready by the 
end of the year. 

“They have to do construction, 
the floors are currently raw,” said 
Robert Hebron from Ingram and 
Hebron Realty. 

The sale of the Brooklyn Hos-
pital building would come months 
after  Community Board 2  and the 
 Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission  voted to approve mak-
ing over the corner of Fort Greene 
Park at Myrtle Avenue and St. 
Edwards Street into a grand en-
trance leading to the Prison Ship 
Martyrs Monument, despite lo-
cals’ charges that many residents 
— including those of the nearby 
Ingersoll and Walt Whitman pub-
lic-housing complexes —  either 
weren’t aware of, or on board with, 
the change .

A cautionary sale in Fort Greene
Bklyn Hospital tower deal might bring swanky homes along park, civic guru says

Brooklyn Hospital honchos are finalizing a deal to sell the 
medical center’s Willoughby Street tower, which overlooks 
Fort Greene Park and the Prison Ship Martyrs Monument, 
to a Williamsburg-based residential-housing developer.
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Fort Greene, GET YOUR CRAVE ON WITH 100% plant-based 

BURGER, CHILI CHEESE FRY AND SHAKE DELICIOUSNESS

© 2018 NEXT LEVEL BURGER COMPANY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

292 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN • INSIDE WHOLE FOODS 365

NEXTLEVELBURGER.COM

  Hey
Brooklyn!

CHECK IT, 

100% PLANT-BASED 

 BURGER AWESOMENESS. 
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Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
Pick up your heart-shaped cakes & cookies

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C A R D I A C  C A R E

THE BROOKLYN HOSPITAL CENTER 

AND MOUNT SINAI HEART.

WORLD-CLASS CARE 

WHERE YOU NEED IT MOST.

121 DeKalb Avenue, Downtown Brooklyn

Call for an appointment: 718.250.8265 • tbh.org/brooklynheart

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The city sent these dogged 
entrepreneurs to the pound.

Local transit officials forced 
a Brooklyn-born tech startup 
that provides canines with  curb-
side kennels  to remove its rental 
doghouses from sidewalks 
across the borough — after 
the mayor’s office invited the 
company’s founders to repre-
sent the city at an international 
tech conference last year.

“It’s a classic situation of 
the right hand not talking to 
the left hand,” said Dog Parker 
co-founder Chelsea Brown-
ridge.

The entrepreneur and her 
business partner founded Dog 
Parker in 2014, and its pay-as-
you-go pup palaces — which 
rent by the minute and hour 
— started popping up outside 
Kings County storefronts the 
next year. The company grew 
to run more than 40 canine re-
treats for more than 1,000 ac-
tive users throughout the bor-
ough, Brownridge said.

Shop owners paid the startup 
to park its doghouses on side-
walks outside their stores, 
which allowed customers to 
securely stow Fido while they 
did their business inside.

But unlike coin-operated 
novelty rides and certain free-
standing signs, city code doesn’t 
specifically permit doghouses 
on public sidewalks, leading 
Department of Transportation 
officials to fire off a letter last 
November that threatened to 
round up the company’s ken-

It’s a dog fi ght!
Startup pulls most curbside kennels 
after city threatens to impound them

Todd Schecter said.
But that’s where the help 

ended, according to Schecter, 
who said agency workers re-
fused to answer requests for 
more clarification.

“We had to make our best 
read of the law, and that’s what 
we did,” he said. “We didn’t 
have any clarity.”

The transportation depart-
ment instead waited to crack the 
whip until after the company 
rolled out its doghouses, finally 
doing so while its founders were 
attending the 2017 Smart City 
Expo World Congress in Spain 
at the request of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Technology and Innova-
tion, according to Brownridge, 
who said she initially deemed 
the agency’s threatening mis-
sive a simple mistake.

“We thought the first letter 
was a misunderstanding,” she 
said. “There was no citation of 
what the violation was.”

A subsequent meeting with 
the mayor’s office led Brown-
ridge to believe the city would 
work with the company, but 
transit honchos kept threaten-
ing to remove its doggy digs, 
forcing the entrepreneurs to pull 
nearly all of them from local 
streets on Feb. 1, she said.

The remaining kennels 
sit safely outside of Brook-
lyn Public Library’s central 
branch, beyond the transpor-
tation department’s reach be-
cause they occupy the prop-
erty’s lawn, not its sidewalk, 
Brownridge said.

Schecter said Dog Parker 
isn’t waiting on the city to make 
its next move — the company 
is already in talks with may-
ors of other municipalities to 
bring its brand of canine con-
dos around the world.

“We’re gearing up to go to 
dozens of cities,” he said.

Reps from the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Technology and Inno-
vation did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

nels, an agency rep said.
“Everything permitted on 

sidewalks is there through a 
legal pathway,” the spokes-
man said. “One does not ex-
ist in this case.”

Brownridge claimed she 
and her co-founder sought 
clarity on how to tailor their 
product and business model 
to city regulations when they 
were just getting Dog Parker 
off the ground, and first con-

tacted various agencies — 
including the transportation 
department — for more in-
formation back in 2014.

Someone at the agency in re-
sponse referred Brownridge to a 
part of the city’s administrative 
code known as the “three-foot 
rule,” which prohibits a prop-
erty owner from placing an ob-
ject on the sidewalk more than 
three feet from his or her build-
ing, Dog Parker co-founder 

The heads of Dog Parker pulled nearly all of its on-
street kennels after Department of Transportation 
officials threatened to crack down on the business.

D
o

g
 P

ar
ke

r

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A man died on Feb. 3 after 
he leaped in front of a train 
pulling into the Jay Street–
MetroTech station, accord-
ing to police, who called the 
death a suicide.

The 33-year-old victim was 

waiting for a Queens-bound 
A train on the platform in-
side the station near Jay and 
Willoughby streets, and when 
one slowly drove in around 6 
pm, he jumped into its path, 
smashing its front window, 
said a witness who asked to 
remain anonymous.

“I was on the train, right by 

the window. You know when 
a car goes over a bump, how 
it jerks up — that’s what it 
did,” said the woman, who 
was commuting to her Far 
Rockaway home when the 
incident occurred. “We were 
stuck there for a while, and 
then they finally opened 
the door right where the 

Suicide by train at Jay St
body was. It was a lot.”

Emergency responders, 
who pronounced the man 
dead at the scene, struggled 
to move his body from be-
neath the train before lifting 
it off of the tracks as stranded 
straphangers stood around the 
platform, video footage from 
the witness shows.

If someone exhibits signs 
of suicide, call the U.S. Na-
tional Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at (800) 273–8255.
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FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Green Squash

¢¢6969lb.lb.

2/07 7AM -2/12 7PM
SALE STARTS 08 0907 10 11 12

SPECIAL!

Almond Milk $$379379
ea.ea.

GREAT DEAL!

Full Line

D

33 1010$$
forfor

ORGANIC

Mangoes $$199199
ea.ea.

Kiwi Fruit

1010forfor

$$199199
lb.lb.

¢¢6969
Plum Tomatoes Seedless Grapes

¢¢7979lb.lb.

Broccoli

44 55$$
forfor 55forfor

$$55
Hass Avocados Romaine Hearts

22 33$$
forfor 22 44$$forfor

Yogurt
$$149149

ea.ea.

D

Kalamata Olives

$$499499
lb.lb.

Pita Bread

PARVE

$$149149
Mango Juice

¢¢9999

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pair of nogoodniks stole 
a guy’s phone and punched 
him in the head aboard a 5 
train near Montague Street 
on Jan. 31, police said.

The 22-year-old vic-
tim told cops he was on the 
train near Cadman Plaza when 
the two baddies snatched 
his iPhone out of his hand, 
and when he tried to grab 
it back, one of them socked 

Brutes clock straphanger and steal iPhone

him in the head. 
The curs then fled the 

train with his phone, offi-
cials said.  

Big tool 
A crook swiped a bunch 

of tools from a construction 
site on Schermerhorn Street 
on Jan. 26, police said. 

The jerk broke into the site 
near Nevins Street around 
noon and ran off with two 
impact guns, a hammer drill, 
and two battery chargers and 
batteries, cops said.

Bagged
Cops cuffed a guy for swip-

ing designer bags from a Ful-

ton Street department store 
on Feb. 2. 

The suspect tried to run 
out of the chain store between 
Hoyt and Lawrence streets 
a little before noon with a 
Dooney and Bourke purse 
and a Michael Kors bag, po-
lice said. 

Wallet woes
Some jerk stole a woman’s 

wallet from a Front Street 
store on Feb. 3, cops said.

The woman told police she 
was inside the shop near Jay 
Street when a lout took her 
wallet containing cash and 

credit cards around 11:30 
am, officials said.

Stoop sneak
Some punk swiped a guy’s 

package from his stoop on 
Gold Street on Jan. 29, au-
thorities said. 

The postal service deliv-
ered the man’s package, which 
included an estimated $1,195 
worth of camera equipment, 
to his apartment near Tillary 
Street a little before 8 am, but 
it was gone by the time he went 
to pick it up, officials said. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Jewel thief 
Some crook swiped a 

woman’s jewelry and com-
puter from her Lafayette Av-
enue apartment on Jan. 29, 
police said. 

The woman told cops she 
left her home near Carlton Av-
enue around 11:30 am, and 
when she got back at 7 pm, 
she noticed her front door was 
unlocked and her cabinets and 
jewelry box were open, and 
an estimated $23,100 worth 
of stuff was missing from 
them. 

The jerk also stole her Mac 
laptop, officials said.  

Tower terror
A punk stole a computer 

tower from the technol-
ogy room at a Saint James 
Place university sometime 
between Jan. 29 and Feb. 2, 
police said. 

A faculty member told au-
thorities some lout ran off with 
the Apple Mac Pro tower from 
the computer room between 
Clifton Place and Lafayette 
Avenue. 

Bad parking 
A nogoodnik swiped a 

woman’s wallet from inside 
her car parked on Saint Felix 
Street on Jan. 29, cops said. 

The woman told police she 
parked her four-wheeler be-
tween DeKalb Avenue and 
Fulton Street at 1 am, and 
when she returned at 11 am, 
she saw her driver-side door 
was open, along with the glove 
compartment, and her pricey 
Louis Vuitton wallet with four 
credit cards and $250 inside 
was gone.

Blink of an eye
Some malefactor stole a 

woman’s credit cards and 
charged more than $1,000 
on them at University Plaza 
on Jan. 31, police said. 

The woman told authorities 
she got an alert from the cred-
it-card company that some 
baddie made a purchase on 
her American Express card 
near DeKalb Avenue some-
time between 1 and 5 pm.

The woman  then checked 
her wallet and saw four credit 
and debit cards were gone, and 
the good-for-nothing racked 
up $1,243 in charges on them, 
police said. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Tango down
Cops arrested a 62-year-old 

man and 52-year-old woman 
after the pair brawled over 
a traffic dispute on Garfield 
Place on Jan. 26.

The woman told police she 

was stuck in traffic between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West at 5:20 pm when 
the man, who was in the mid-
dle of taking out his trash, 
started beating his fists on 
the hood of her car.

The woman, irate and con-
fused, emerged from the ve-
hicle asking why the older 
man had whacked it, and 
the guy started screaming, 
cops said.

The woman then went 
back into her car, grabbed her 
Mace, and started spraying, 
catching the older man in the 
eye, according to police.

The man, in retaliation, 
slammed her to the ground, 
cops said.

Following the fracas, po-
lice arrived and arrested ev-
erybody, charging both the 
man and woman with mis-
demeanor assault.

Pain train
Police busted a man who 

they say slugged a straphanger 
aboard a 2 train at Atlantic 
Avenue on Jan. 25.

The victim, 37, told po-
lice the suspect socked him 
once aboard the train at the 
station near Flatbush Avenue 
at 1:30 am, cutting his nose 
and breaking his phone in the 
process.

Patrolmen arrested a 
27-year-old man that day, 
charging him with criminal 
mischief. — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Gems gone
A good-for-nothing broke 

into a woman’s 85th Street 
home and stole $1,800 worth 
of jewelry sometime between 
the early evening of Feb. 2 
and the afternoon of Feb. 4, 
police said. 

The woman and her fam-
ily left their home between 
13th and 14th avenues around 
5 pm on Feb. 2 and returned 
around 3:30 pm on Feb. 4, 
when they realized an in-
truder had entered through 
a second-f loor rear-bed-
room window by breaking 
the screen and opening the 
unlocked window, according 
to authorities. 

Scarfed it down 
A wicked woman punched 

a Fourth Avenue store em-
ployee and stole a scarf on 
Jan. 30. 

The victim told police a 
woman took a brown scarf 
from a rack outside the store 
between Bay Ridge and 
Ovington avenues around 
5:40 pm. When the victim ap-
proached the woman about 
it, she insisted that she did 
not take anything, punched 
the employee in the nose, 
and fled on foot, according 
to police.

Purse grab 
A cad attacked a woman 

and stole her purse and credit 
cards on Bay Ridge Avenue 
on Jan. 31. 

The victim told police that 
the good-for-nothing pushed 
her from behind, punched her 
in the head, and grabbed the 
bag from her while she was 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues around 7 pm, before he  
fled in a car. 
 — Julianne McShane
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This island hopping is on 
the taxpayers’ dime.

New Yorkers will shell out 
millions so the New York Is-
landers can spend less time 
playing in Brooklyn over the 
next three years before the 
team abandons the borough 
altogether, Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced on Jan. 29.

The state is coughing up $6 
million to bring the squad’s for-
mer home, Long Island’s Nas-

sau Coliseum, up to National 
Hockey League codes by in-
stalling high-tech ice-making 
equipment and broadcasting in-
frastructure, which will allow 
the athletes to spend nearly half 
of their next three seasons com-
peting at their old haunt ahead 
of the squad’s  permanent move 
from the Barclays Center. 

But the Islanders never fit in 
at the Prospect Heights arena 
after taking its ice in 2015, be-
cause venue honchos tended to 
favor its home basketball team, 

the Brooklyn Nets, according 
to a Greenpoint fan.

“The Islanders felt like the 
red-headed step child of Brook-
lyn sports,” said Robert Met-
zler. “It never felt like Barclays 
wanted them to be there.”

Developers designed the 
stadium with basketball and 
live performances in mind, 
skimping on concession 
stands in certain balcony seats 
above the rink, some of which 
lacked a clear view of one of 
the goals, Metzler said.

“Barclays was never built 
for hockey,” he said. “It’s very 
desolate in terms of vendors 
in the upper tiers, and wher-
ever you’re sitting you feel a 
little askew.”

But more telling of the Is-
landers’s rocky relationship 
with Barclays Center is the 
squad’s home-game atten-
dance, which this season is 
the lowest of any franchise in 
the league. As of press time 
on Wednesday, the team drew 
an average of 11,984 fans per 

game, according to ESPN  sta-
tistics  — roughly 4,000 under 
the arena’s capacity.

Cuomo announced in De-
cember that the Islanders won 
a bid to build a new home at 
the state-owned Belmont Park, 
and team honchos plan to in-
vest a cool $1 billion into con-
structing an 18,000-seat arena 
there. But it isn’t expected to 
open until sometime during the 
league’s 2021–22 season.

Another local hockey fan 
said he’s sorry to see the Is-

Islanders’ long goodbye
Team to play less in Brooklyn before permanently vacating boro

landers go because of the Bar-
clays Center’s inexpensive tick-
ets and central location.

“The games at Barclays 
are cheap, and now I feel like 
I didn’t take advantage of see-
ing the team there,” said Bush-
wick resident John Bowers, who 
is “not heartbroken” that the 
team is leaving Brooklyn, but 
will miss it in a “vaguely re-
gretful way.”

And Meltzer called the 
squad’s move a blow to the 
borough and its hockey fans 
alike, because its arrival pre-
sented a great opportunity to 
grow the sport in Brooklyn, 
he said.

“It was a genius idea. It had 
the potential to spread the fan 
base,” Meltzer said. “I would 
have loved for it to have worked. 
A lot of people would have.”

Gov. Cuomo announced on Jan. 29 that the state 
will spend $6 million to upgrade Long Island’s Nas-
sau Coliseum so the New York Islanders can play 
nearly half of their next three seasons’ games there, 
before the team permanently vacates the borough 
when its new Belmont Park arena is finished.
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Look for science in your favorite places—from the basketball court to your backyard! 
Discover how science intersects with art, sports, games and nature in fun-fi lled activities 

for all ages. All Kids Week activities are free with Museum admission. 

For a complete schedule, visit INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/KIDSWEEK.

OVER 50 PARTICIPANTS INCLUDING:

SPORTS & GAMES 
FEB. 18–19

ARTS & MUSIC 
FEB. 20–21

SCIENCE & NATURE
FEB. 22–24

FEBRUARY 18–24 AT THE INTREPID MUSEUM

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

BECOME A MUSEUM MEMBER TODAY 
AND RECEIVE SPECIAL BENEFITS 

ALL YEAR LONG!

Kids Week members-only events, 
exhibition previews, discounts and more!

For more information, call 646-381-5030
or email membership@intrepidmuseum.org.

NYC RESIDENTS SAVE 

UP TO 40% ON ADMISSION*
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York

               www.EliteWeightLossNY.comB Q B82B7

DO IT NOW BEFORE YOUR WINTER WEIGHT GAIN

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Eff ectively

BEFORE AFTER

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s private public hous-
ing!

Two developers will pay 
the city millions to build a 
pair of privately owned res-
idential towers on a parking 
lot for residents of a Boerum 
Hill public-housing complex, 
leaders of the New York City 
Housing Authority recently 
 announced .

Mayor DeBlasio tapped 
Dumbo-based Two Trees — 
which is also transforming a 
former garage in its home nabe 
into the area’s  first full-sized 
supermarket  and erecting  the 
mega-development on the site 
of Williamsburg’s old Dom-
ino Sugar factory  — and af-
fordable-housing builder The 
Arker Companies to construct 
the twin 16-story towers at 
Wyckoff Gardens as part of 
his scheme to pad the agen-
cy’s coffers and create more 
below-market-rate units by de-
veloping underutilized hous-

ing-authority land.
The companies will receive a 

99-year lease on the city-owned 
Third Avenue lot between 
Wyckoff and Baltic streets in 
exchange for constructing the 
towers that together will hold 
500 rental apartments, half of 
which will be market-rate.

The other 250 will be so-
called affordable units reserved 
for low-income residents, ac-
cording to housing-authority 
rep Jasmine Blake, who said 
that families of three or less that 
earn no more than $51,540 will 
be eligible to rent them.

Wyckoff Gardens residents 
who currently park in the lot 
will not lose their permits, but 
will be forced to stow their rides 
at another existing lot on the 
grounds, Blake said. And the 
complex’s displaced drivers 
who apply to live in the new 
high-rises will get preferen-
tial consideration for 125 of 
the so-called affordable apart-
ments in the city’s housing lot-
tery, she said.

The  cash-strapped  hous-

Lot of gold
City strikes deal for towers 
in public-housing space

The city tapped two private developers to con-
struct a pair of 16-story towers on public-housing 
property in Boerum Hill.
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ing authority will rake in $37 
million from the development, 
$18.5 million of which will go 
toward the $43 million in re-
pairs needed at the Boerum 
Hill complex, according to the 
spokeswoman. The rest of the 
cash will be spent making simi-
lar fixes at other public-housing 
sites across the city, she said.

But before the real-estate 
companies — the head hon-
chos of which both contrib-
uted substantially to DeBlasio’s 
campaign coffers, according 

to a New York Daily News  re-
port  — can break ground, the 
city must approve the project 
through its Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure. Pending 
that process’s outcome, con-
struction could begin as soon 
as fall 2019, Blake said.

The city is also tapping de-
velopers to construct a similar 
building on the current  parking 
lot of a Williamsburg public-
housing complex , residents of 
which are rallying against.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Local cooks said goodbye to 
a beloved Companion.

The owner of Brooklyn 
Heights culinary-supply shop 
A Cook’s Companion closed 
her kitchen store on Feb. 4, 
weeks earlier than originally 
planned because her loyal pa-
trons nearly wiped the place 
clean when they found out it 
would shutter this month.

“People came in panic buy-
ing, and I said, ‘Don’t panic, just 
enjoy!’ ” said Jennifer Baron, 
who lives in Bay Ridge. “The 
outpouring of support has been 
phenomenal. I was blindsided 
by it to be honest.”

Baron opened the wom-
an-owned business on At-

Kitchen’s closed!
Beloved Heights cooks’ shop shutters

other culinary bric-a-brac.
The store known for its red-

and-white-striped awning stood 
out among its competitors for 
carrying products shoppers 
couldn’t find at other markets, 
one loyal customer said.

“That store was very unique” 
said Donna Miller Kafko. “It 
had things you really couldn’t 
find at your average Target. It’s 
going to be a loss to the neigh-
borhood.”

Baron said that she simply 
fizzled out after more than two 
decades in business, and closed 
the shop to spend more time 
with family. 

But she will always remem-
ber her time serving Brooklyn 
Heights — and those custom-
ers who often became friends, 
she said.

“I want my customers to 
know it’s just been a joy. I thank 
them for all the support,” Baron 
said. “The past two weeks have 
been crazy, but the past 20 years 
have been a blessing.”

A Cook’s Companion owner Jennifer Baron, center 
right, closed her beloved Atlantic Avenue shop.
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lantic Avenue between Court 
and Clinton streets in 1997, and 
soon after amateur and experi-

enced chefs alike began flock-
ing to it for must-have appli-
ances, cookware, decor, and 
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s getting right to the point.

A Crown Heights playwright will 
launch her new coming-of-age story 

about swashbuckling teenage girls at a 
Clinton Hill theater next week. “Athena,” 
opening at Jack on Feb. 15, follows two 
rival fencers as they forge a friend-
ship while competing for an Olympic 
slot. Playwright Gracie Gardner was 
inspired by her childhood experi-
ence with the sport and its isolat-
ing nature, she said. 

“I was a fencer in high school, 
and it’s a pretty distinctive sport 
because it’s just you and no team 
— it’s just you up against other 
people,” said Gardner. 

Those other people are your 
competition, but they also help you 
become a better fencer. And repeatedly 
drawing steel on the same opponent can 
create an unusual bond, she said. 

“Spending a lot time with someone, while 
also being at odds with them is a very unique part 
of that sport,” said Gardner.

The play follows 17-year-old Athena, a fencer who 
competes against fellow teen Mary Wallace. When Athena 
realizes that they make stellar opponents, she insists on du-
eling the other girl more often. A guarded friendship devel-
ops, but at a certain point, the two know that they must fight 
for a spot at the Olympics. 

“She realizes that she matches well with Mary and asks her to 
start training with her to get better,” said Gardner. “It’s really about 
their relationship and learning how they negotiate this situation 
where they’ll be head-to-head.”

The 80-minute play will feature plenty of flashy swordplay. The 
two actresses worked with a fencing coach and choreographer to 
perfect their lunges, attacks, and ripostes — something rarely seen 
in plays set in the modern day, said Gardner.

“I’m excited about the sword-fighting — it’s kind of died out un-
less it’s being done in old theatrical plays, so I’m excited to see con-
temporary teens doing this sport,” she said.

Gardner said she wanted to tell a story about real girls with real 
concerns, as a way to foil stories that often portray teenage girls 
as vapid airheads. She hopes that the play will help audiences to 
empathize with their plight and struggles.

“It makes me sad when I see teen girls portrayed as frivolous and 
people who don’t matter. I wanted to show these young women as funny, 
resilient, and smart,” she said. “I hope people can walk away with that 
and remember that they were a teen not long ago, and see how these 
girls were forced into adulthood beyond their control.”

Artists unite
It’s a unit of merriment!
A group of Bushwick musicians, videogra-

phers, actors, and sound engineers have turned 
their living room into a performance space. Unit J 

is a factory-turned-apart-
ment and venue for mu-
sic concerts, play read-
ings, yoga sessions, and 
more. Musician and Unit 
J founding resident  Dru 
Cutler , who will launch 
a new single later this 
month, says that living 
and performing alongside 
his fellow artists moti-
vates him to make bet-
ter music.

“It really inspires me. I like that people do all 
kinds of art here,” he said. “I love the energy.”

Cutler said that he started playing music for 
friends who came to visit, and those casual get-
togethers evolved into a formal space about six 
years ago.

“A lot of it happened accidentally,” he said. 
“Friends coming over turned into parties, which 
turned into shows. I thought we should orga-
nize it.”

Now Unit J holds at least two events each 
month; including concerts, film screenings, and 
art shows. Sometimes Cutler and his roommates 
perform; sometimes they bring in outsiders, such 
as Philadelphia rock group the People, who will 
perform there on Feb. 17. 

Unit J occupies a large space in a former fac-
tory that once made headstones for nearby Trin-
ity Cemetery, said Cutler. Its living room is di-
vided between couches and a stage, which Cutler 
and his roommates built themselves. A loft floor 
overlooking the performance space contains bed-
rooms for Cutler and his five roommates. 

The artsy venue is surrounded by active fac-
tories and garages, and Cutler hopes that the in-
dustrial neighborhood will remain free of the 
development that has driven out artist enclaves 
in other neighborhoods.

“People come here ’cause they need more space. 
Everyone’s been pushed out of somewhere,” he 
said. “We live on a one-way street near a grave-
yard and factories — I think it’ll take a lot lon-
ger to push us out of this little nook.”

Cutler composed much of his upcoming al-
bum “Bring Closer the Distance” at Unit J, in-
cluding the single “Oceanside,” which he will 
launch with a show at Pete’s Candy Store in 
Williamsburg on Feb. 18. 

The People at Unit J (338 Moffat St., Unit J, 
between Irving and Knickerbocker avenues in 
Bushwick, www.unitjbushwick.com). Feb. 17 at 
9 pm. $10.

Dru Cutler single release party at Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer St., between Frost 
and Richardson streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–3770, www.petescandystore.com). Feb. 18 
at 8:30 pm. Free. — Adam Lucente

M U S I C

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“By Night in Chile” by Roberto Bolaño

Bolaño’s best novel takes the form of a deathbed 
confession from a Chil-
ean Jesuit priest called Fa-
ther Urrutia. The Father’s 
dark memories and the ag-
onies of his country’s his-
tory haunt this night-long 
monologue. “By Night in 
Chile” is a spellbinding, 
slim narrative; it remains a 
must-read for anyone who 
values brilliant satire, or 
who takes issue with dicta-
torships. The story is hard 
to stop once you start.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Wanderers” 
by Meg Howrey

This beautiful, funny, and fascinating tale of 
astronauts training for their mission to Mars calls 

into question the assumed 
glories of sacrifice and ad-
venture and the motives 
of the tech giants funding 
our colonization of space. 
Howrey manages to write 
a thrilling adventure both 
in terms of plot and her 
characters’ internal sto-
ries. What is real and un-
real becomes ever more 
difficult to distinguish, as 
reality unravels in this dy-
namic novel.

— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Bright Magic” by Alfred Doblin

In “Bright Magic,” Alfred Doblin channels 
Ambrose Bierce and Edgar Allen Poe to craft 
a montage of strange and supernatural short 
stories. We learn of a so-
ciety that has renounced 
language, raising gen-
erations in silence and 
printing daily editions 
of blank newspapers. In 
another story, a spiritual-
ist organization contacts 
the dead to testify in their 
own murder trials. And in 
the sublime final fable, 
the natural world learns 
of the human philosophy 
of materialism — animals 
are shocked to learn they have no souls, and the 
laws of nature are upended, leading eventually 
to the revolt of atoms themselves against their 
mechanistic masters.

 — Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s No. 1 when it comes to No. 2! 

A Flatbush expert on excrement 
will drop some knowledge about 

how to fix our crappy waste-filled world 
during his one-man talk “How the Potty 
Trained Us,” at Long Island University on 
Feb. 20. People are reluctant to discuss 
their pooping habits, but it is impossible 
to improve our waste systems without 
first getting to the root of the problem, 
said the taboo-breaking talker.

“What it means to be a person who 
has a body — it does lots of beautiful 
things and things that aren’t really beau-
tiful — and our society only focuses on 
the beautiful,” said Shawn Shafner. “Be-
cause s--- is ugly and smelly, but it’s 
real, and the denial of that s--- means 
we don’t build cities with access to pub-
lic toilets.”

Shafner is flush with knowledge about 

human waste, but his childhood was filled 
with taboos about discussing the loo, and 
he would hold in his poo as a way to as-
sert control over his life, he said. 

“I was a shameful s------, I was one of 
those kids that didn’t want to poop out-
side of the house,” said Shafner. “It be-
came this way I had control over what 
else was happening.”

People’s individual inability to dis-
cuss fecal matters is directly related to 
society’s failure to provide enough toi-
lets for women, for those outside the gen-
der binary, or to provide public toilets 
at all, he said. 

“It’s called fecal denial — it means 
that we’re just not integrating the real-
ity of waste into our system. Cities that 
don’t really account specifically for the 
need for public toilets, and there’s lots 
of people that affects, whether it’s a cab 
driver, or someone who is disabled, or a 
parent out with a child,” he said. “And 
the taboo plays out in the global sphere: 
40 percent of the world lacks access to 
safe, clean toilets. We can’t solve it if 
we can’t talk about it.”

His talk at the Kumble Theater will 
be a scaled-down version of his award-
winning show “ An Inconvenient Poop .” 
Shafner includes voice-overs from dif-
ferent experts, including a woman who 
explains the proper etiquette for cut-
ting the cheese, but he can vary from 
the script if something potty-related 
comes to mind, he said. 

“What I like about the stand up version, 
it’s a lot more casual, more real,” said 
Shafner. “Just me having a conversation, 
and I can speak with the audience loosely 
if a story comes up in the news.”

The audience will not be able to hold 
in their laughter, and may feel relieved to 
finally be understood, said Shafner. 

“Everybody poops and I think as much 
as we don’t talk about it, what I found 
over the seven-and-a-half years doing 
this work, is once you start the conver-
sation, people have a lot to say,” he said. 
“I’m just excited to spread the message 
to my home ’hood in the beautiful Kum-
ble theater.”

Potty mouth!
Lecture takes on poop shame 
and the state of public toilets

Take a squat!: Bathroom expert Shawn Shafner preps for 
his talk, “How the Potty Trained Us” at the Kumble Theater 
on Feb. 20.
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“How the Potty Trained Us” at the 
Kumble Theater at Long Island Uni-
versity (1 University Plaza at DeKalb 
Avenue Downtown, www.kumblethe-
ater.org). Feb. 20 at 6:30 pm. Free.
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En garde!: The play follows two teenaged fencers vying to build a friendship, while competing 
against each other in the sport.

“Athena” at Jack Theater [505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
www.jackny.org]. Feb. 15–March 2, 
Wed–Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 2 pm. $25 
($18 for those under 30).

P L AY

Look 
sharp
Catch an edgy play 
about teen fencers
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 9

Power nap
Catch a sneak pre-
view of the upcoming 
web series “Super 
Narcoleptic Girl,” 
about a third-rate, 
often-sleepy super-
heroine with the 
power to make peo-
ple dance. Comedi-
ans and series cre-
ators Sarah Albritton, 
who also has narco-
lepsy, and Catherine 
Povinelli will discuss 
the show and per-
form stand-up 
between episodes.

7:30 pm at the Twenty 
[177 Grand St. between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 987–4250, www.
thetwentybar.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
Feb. 10

Young 
Americans 
Let the children boo-
gie! They may be 
driving their mamas 
and papas insane, 
but the kids will have 
a chance to dance 
while you listen to 
good music at “The 
Music of David 
Bowie for Kids,” per-
formed by the Rock 
and Roll Playhouse 
band for a crowd 
mostly aged 10 and 
younger.

12:30 pm at Industry City 
(220 36th St. at Second 
Avenue in Sunset Park, 
www.therockandrollplay-
house.com). Free.

SUNDAY
Feb. 11

Good boy!
Celebrate the Year of 
the Dog with the Nai-
Ni Chen Dance Com-
pany. The Lunar New 
Year party will fea-
ture a pair of red lion 
dancers (pictured), 
golden dragons, and 
tributes to man’s best 
friend, along with tra-
ditional Chinese 
music and a market-
place. 

3 pm at Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush ave-
nues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org]. $25.

MONDAY
Feb. 12

Bar-crossed 
lovers
You can drink away 
your sorrows at the cli-
max of this “Romeo 
and Juliet,” which 
takes place in a bar. 
The Shakes-beer-ience 
crew will give a loose, 
“drunk all, and left no 
friendly drop” version 
of the tragic romance, 
with bar owner Andy 
Heidel (pictured) play-
ing the apothecary, 
and other audience 
members drafted for 
minor parts. 

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949, www.the-
waystationbk.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
Feb. 13

Fading to 
black 
Black superheroics go 
back to the 1970s, but 
black-led horror films 
go back even further! 
In her lecture “Black 
Horror: The Revolu-
tionary Act of Subvert-
ing the White Gaze,” 
Dianca London Potts 
will showcase flicks 
from the early 1900s to 
today, including 1940’s 
“Son of Ingagi,” “Blac-
ula,” and last year’s 
“Get Out” (pictured).

7 pm at Film Noir Cinema 
[122 Meserole Ave. at 
Leonard Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–
5773], www.miskatonic-nyc.
com $15 ($12 in advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 9
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE”: Por-

traiture and stories of the 20-plus 
remaining US-held political prisoners 
jailed for their activism in the black 
liberation movements of the 1960s 
and 1970s; from artist Sophia Daw-
son. Free. Noon–6 pm. Okay Space 
Gallery (281 N. Seventh Street, 
between Havemeyer Street and 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg). 

ART, A.I.R. GALLERY OPENING RE-
CEPTIONS: Celebrate three new ex-
hibits: Ann Schaumburger’s abstract 
color studies, Megan Pahmier’s 
images of everyday materials, and 
Daniela Puliti’s fi ber artwork. Free. 
6–8 pm. A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plymouth 
St. between Pearl and Jay streets 
in Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], www.
airgallery.org. 

DINING, FOUNDERS BREWING TAST-
ING EVENT: The team from Found-
ers Brewing will offer free samples 
of their beers. Free. 6 pm. Prospect 
Heights Beer Works [648 Washing-
ton Ave. between Dean and Bergen 
streets in Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–2337], phbeerworksny.com. 

TALK, HAITI CULTURAL EXCHANGE: 
The group hosts a discussion with 
four artists of Haitian descent, work-
ing in four Brooklyn neighborhoods. 
$10 suggested donation. 6 pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. John’s Place be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

FILM, “BEAT BOBBY FLAY”: Watch an 
episode of the competitive cook-
ing show starring Greene Grape 
Annex’s head pastry chef Caroline 
Schiff. Followed by a discussion with 
Schiff and sweet treats. Free. 7 pm. 
Greene Grape Annex [753 Fulton St. 
at S. Portland Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858–4791], www.greenegrape.
com/annex. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: A musical 
by the Tony Award-winning authors 
of Falsettos, inspired by William 
Finn’s own near-death experience. 
$25 ($20 children and seniors). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

THEATER, “AMERICAN ESCAPE ART-
IST”: Thomas Solomon will perform 
a solo show of amazing, unique 

escape artistry. $15. 8 pm. Coney 
Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159], www.coneyisland.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “MASQUERADE BALL”: 
A night of urban burlesque from Red 
Light Special. $15 ($12 in advance). 
10:30 pm. Gold Sounds [44 Wilson 
Ave. between George and Melrose 
streets in Bushwick, (805) 415–6469], 
www.artofl egohn.com. 

SAT, FEB. 10
DANCE, VALENTINE’S DAY SALSA 

WORKSHOP: Move to the rhythms 
of passionate Latin music. Class will 
include a focus on footwork and 
basic partnering in a friendly, fun, 
and lively setting! No experience 
necessary. $30 per couple. 5 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group [3 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Nostrand Avenue 
and Bedford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.markmorris-
dancegroup.org. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 9. 

FAMILY, “THE PRINCE AND THE 
MAGIC FLUTE”: This marionette 
production is adapted from Mozart’s 
opera and is set in mystical Egypt. 
$11 ($10 children). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

ART, “GLOW”: Learn about the illumi-
nating properties of glass Urban-
Glass’s Open Studios tour. Free. 1–5 
pm. UrbanGlass [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
625–3685], www.urbanglass.org. 

FILM, “TALES OF THE NIGHT”: A 
screening of the magical animated 
fi lm that uses silhouetted characters 
from Michel Ocelot. All proceeds 
will benefi t PS110 art programs. $5 
($3 kids). 2 pm. PS110 The Moni-
tor School (124 Monitor St., fourth 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB. 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V DETROIT RED WINGS: 
$15–$395. 7 pm.

SAT, FEB. 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS: 
$21–$1,078. 6 pm.

SUN, FEB. 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V CALGARY FLAMES: $16–$350. 
7 pm.

MON, FEB. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V LOS 

ANGELES CLIPPERS: $20–$778. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, FEB. 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$350. 7 pm.

WED, FEB. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

INDIANA PACERS: $13–$757. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli every 
Thursday at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

VINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

MAX

Holding hands: Spend a romantic Valentine’s Day watching 
the Brooklyn Nets and the Indiana Pacers resolve their differ-
ences on the court.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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KENNY 
BARRON

Sat, Feb 24 at 8pm

Tickets: $35

An evening of S O L O  J A Z Z  P I A N O

11-TIME GRAMMY NOMINEE

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

One University Plaza, Brooklyn

KUMBLE THEATER AT LIU BROOKLYN 
(Flatbush Ave between DeKalb and Willoughby)

Q R  or to DeKalb Ave

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

HOT & COLD ANTIPASTI
15 different items special to Carnevale

PASTA
choice of:

Lasagna Carnevale Santa Lucia

CARNE
choice of:

DESSERT
choice of:

Coffee or Tea

Saturday, February 3rd & February 10th or Tuesday, February 13th 
– $60.00 p.p.  |  All other days – $50.00 p.p.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

1464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(Between 14th and 15th Avenues) 

718.236.9883
www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Tommaso’s
Carnevale Menu
Friday, February 2nd through 
Tuesday, February 13th

Reserve Early For Valentine’s
Day

Reserve Early For Valentine’s
Day

Continuous Entertainment! 
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs and Broadway Standards

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a love-ly week!

Valentine’s Day will ar-
rive on Feb. 14, regardless of 

whether you are deeply in love, 
bitterly single, or opposed to 
all incarnations of the hearts-
and-candy holiday. So we have 
found a bevy of Brooklyn ways 
for you to enjoy Valentine’s 
Day week, whether or not you 
have a partner. 

Bitter at heart
Are you post-breakup? Or 

just single and not ready to min-
gle? Then start your weekend 
by dressing in black and head-
ing to the “It’s Friday, I’m (Not) 
in Love: Anti-Valentine’s Day 
Party,” where you can dance to 
songs of heartache and tainted 
love from the 1980s through 
today, snap a selfie in a photo 
booth designed to make your 
ex jealous, and down some 
drink specials to ease your 
aching heart. The most cre-
ative all-black ensemble will 
win a prize.

“It’s Friday, I’m (Not) in 
Love” at Littlefield (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 
9 at 10:30 pm. $7.

An early dinner
For a classic romantic night 

of dinner and a movie, treat 
your sweetheart to a four course 
Italian meal while watching 
“Call Me By Your Name,” the 
critically acclaimed romance 
about two young men who fall 
in love during a steamy Ital-
ian summer. Alamo Draft-
house chef Ronnie New will 
provide dishes inspired by the 
film, including a peach cro-
stada with vanilla ice cream 
for dessert. Each course comes 
with a drink pairing, including 
wine and two variations on the 
Negroni cocktail.

“Call Me By Your Name” 
Dinner at the Alamo Draft-
house (445 Albee Square 
West between Willoughby 

and Fulton streets Down-
town, www.drafthouse.com/
nyc). Feb. 12 at 6:30 pm. 
$80.

Blind date 
At the special Valentine’s 

edition of “Tinder Live!,” 
single swipers can learn to 
up their Tinder game, and 
those who are done with dat-
ing apps can appreciate what 
they have left behind, says 
the show’s creator.

“There really is something 
for everyone there — if people 
are single, you understand how 
frustrating dating apps can be,” 
said Lane Moore. “The show 
really shows there is a com-
munity feel — like, ‘I’m not 
the only one who gets mes-
sages like this.’ ”

At her improvised monthly 
show, the writer and actor chats 
with guys in real-time, project-
ing the app onto a screen while 
she portrays a “kind of nuts and 

drunk” character that tends to 
appeal to Tinder dudes. Moore 
never knows how it will go, she 
said, which adds some tension 
to each show. 

“I walk out on stage never 
knowing what will happen 
because it’s completely dif-
ferent every time,” she said. 
“It’s really this crazy thrill ride 
of ‘What’s going to happen? 
What’s this guy going to say? 
What’s Lane going to say?’ It’s 
on screen the whole time and 

we’re just wading through, it’s 
super good-natured.”

Tinder Live! at Littlefield 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). Feb. 14 at 
8:30 pm. $15.

Dead and loving it
Thrill-seeking couples 

will delight in the Madame 
Morbid dark trolley tour “Till 
Death Do Us Part: A Valen-
tine’s Day to Die For.” Cuddle 
up to your cutie as you cruise 
past the borough’s spookiest 
graveyards, hearing creepy 
stories of past crimes, while 
riding in a funeral parlor–in-
spired trolley outfitted with 
cushioned leather seats, spar-
kling chandeliers, and sump-
tuous velvet curtains. The tour 
guides will distribute black 
roses and offer tarot card read-
ings, so that you and your lover 
can learn what comes before 
your inevitable death. 

“Till Death Do Us Part” 
at Madame Morbid’s Trolley 
Tours (At N. 9th Street and 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, www.madamemorbid.
com). Feb. 14 at 7 pm and 9 
pm. $49. 

Jazz it up 
Score lifetime brownie 

points by bringing your 
sweetie to a lighthouse with 
floor-to-ceiling views of the 
sea, for a night full of sultry 
jazz tunes. “For the Love of 
Jazz,” part of the “Jazz at the 
Lighthouse” series, will fea-
ture crooners Thana Alexa and 
Michael Mayo covering clas-
sic romantic ballads and duets 
from Louis Armstrong, Ella 
Fitzgerald, and more. Each 
ticket includes two glasses 
of wine and a cheese plate.

“For the Love of Jazz” at 
Kingsborough Community 
College Lighthouse (2001 
Oriental Blvd. between Per-
ry and Decatur avenues in 
Manhattan Beach, www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org). 
Feb. 16 at 7 pm. $40.

Getting you up to date
There is a Valentine’s week event for everyone!

Reach out and touch someone: (Pictured clockwise from top) Enjoy the slow-
burn romance between Elio and Oliver in “Call Me By Your Name” while eating 
an Italian meal at Alamo Drafthouse on Feb. 12. Thana Alexa will belt out love 
songs during the “For the Love of Jazz” concert on Feb. 16 at the Kingsborough 
Lighthouse. And writer and comedian Lane Moore will get on Tinder and find a 
date during her monthly improvised show “Tinder Live,” on Valentine’s Day.
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A heart attack can be a life-changing 
event, but it does not have to be a life-
limiting one. Individuals who have expe-
rienced a heart attack are at greater risk 
for additional cardiac events, but they 
are not automatically destined to repeat 
the past. While a variable like a family 
history cannot be changed, many per-
sonal choices like exercising daily, eating 
a healthy, balanced diet, and choosing to 
not smoke can be made.

“An initial heart attack identifies the 
affected person as someone who has risk 
factors,” says Terrence Sacchi, MD, chief 
of cardiology at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital. “To coun-
teract those risks, that individual would 
benefit from a full-court press treatment 
plan to lessen them and improve his or 
her chances for better cardiac health.”

Doctors and other specialists can act as 
coaches who help patients who have had 
a heart attack develop a comprehensive 
strategy to prevent a repeat, which can 
include dietary changes and adopting 
a daily exercise routine. Physicians may 
also prescribe medications to control risk 
factors like high blood pressure, high 
glucose levels, high cholesterol and ex-
isting heart conditions.

Other options for lowering a patient’s 
risk of having another heart attack in-
clude interventional procedures to open 
clogged arteries, surgical procedures to 
repair a malfunctioning heart, and reg-
ular checkups with doctors to monitor 
progress and fine-tune treatment plans.

Family members and friends can also be 
tremendous resources to individuals who 
have survived a heart attack by encour-

aging them to follow through on life-
long commitments to live healthier lives. 
Most importantly, heart attack survivors 
and their loved ones should be aware of 
heart attack warning symptoms.

“It’s critical to go to the emergency 
room if you’re experiencing symptoms 
like chest pain, tightness, shortness of 
breath, nausea, or discomfort in your 
arm or jaw,” says John Heitner, MD, di-
rector of noninvasive cardiology at NYP 
Brooklyn Methodist. “These symptoms 
don’t always indicate heart problems, 
but they warrant a medical evaluation. 
It’s better to be overcautious than not 
cautious enough when it comes to the 
heart.”

Avoiding stressful situations and fre-
quently practicing stress-relieving ac-
tivities — like meditation, journaling, 
stretching, aromatherapy or listening to 
music — can lower an individual’s risk of 
having a heart attack.

It’s important not to resign yourself to 
the belief that subsequent heart attacks 
are inevitable. With the proper lifestyle 
adjustments, survivors of a heart attack 
can live long, healthy lives. Individu-
als can also seek out support groups or 
psychological help if depression or other 
mental health conditions follow a heart 
attack. Studies have found that depres-
sion is three times more common in 
those who have had a heart attack than 
in people who have not experienced a 
cardiovascular emergency.

To schedule an appointment with a physician 
affiliated with NYP Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, 
please call 718-499-2273 or visit www.nyp.org/
brooklyn. 
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Saturday Night
Valentine’s Celebration at

Dinner and Live Shows 
4 Course Premium Dinner, Dessert, Coffee and OPEN BAR 

$79.50 per person
Includes Tax and Gratuity

7pm – Midnight

For details and reservations call
718-331-2900

Valet service for your convenience

DJ Eddie spinning hits from the 70’s & 80’s

February 10th  

LIVE SHOW

THE
STYLISTICS

Performing
their hit songs

You’re everything
You make me feel

brand new

Prestige events in association with Jkar productions presents

LIVE SHOW 

DELPHONICS
Performing

their hit songs
“Didn’t I Blow Your Mind,” 
“LA LA Means I Love You” 

and more of your favorites

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

fl oor auditorium, at Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint), 
ps110k.org. 

TALK, ARTIST’S EYE WITH 
FARAH AL QASIMI: Pho-
tographer Farah Al Qasimi, 
known for her images of 
gender relations in the 
United Arab Emirates, 
responds to the exhibit 
“Ahmed Mater: Mecca 
Journeys.” $16. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, CHINESE VEGETABLE 
EXPLORATION: Amy Kar 
Yee discusses a variety of 
Chinese vegetables and 
their preparation and uses. 
$60. 5 pm. Court Tree 
Collective [371 Court St. 
between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Caroll 
Gardens, (718) 422–7806], 
courttree.com. 

ART, “ICONS IN THEIR OWN 
RIGHT” OPENING RECEP-
TION: Iconic African-Amer-
ican portraits by Makeba 
Rainey. Free. 5 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

SUN, FEB. 11
DANCE, FREE FAMILY 

DANCE: DanceWave pres-
ents a free Kukuwa African 
Dance Workout. Free. 1 
pm. MS 477 [345 Dean St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 522–4696], www.
dancewave.org. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON 
THE SLOPE: A string or-
chestra performs Robert 
Sirota’s “Epimetheus,” and 

Brahms’s “Viola Quintet No. 
2.”” $20 suggested dona-
tion. 3 pm. St. John’s Epis-
copal Church [139 St. John’s 
Pl. between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 783–3928]. 

MUSIC, DWAYNE GRETZKY: 
$10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. Valentine’s Day 
celebration: The Rock and 
Roll Playhouse presents this 
family concert to celebrate 
the holiday of love. $12 
(Free for children under 1). 
11 am. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

TALK, “TOGETHER BOUND”: 
History professor Dr. Craig 
Steven Wilder discusses 
race and reckoning with 
past injustice to honestly 
pursue racial reconciliation. 
Free. 2 pm. St. Ann’s Church 
[157 Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 875–6960]. 

READING, “HOW TO BE A 
FASHION DESIGNER”: 
Lesley Ware launches her 
new book and hosts an 
craft session, teaching kids 
to how to personalize tote 
bags with their own original 
prints. Free. 2 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

READING, “BAD PRINCESS” 
BOOK PARTY: Author Kris 
Waldherr signs her new 
book, while kids make tiaras 
and pose in the selfi e sta-
tion. An art raffl e will benefi t 
the Malala Fund, Days for 
Girls, and Girls Who Code. 
Free. 4 pm. The Commons 
Cafe (388 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hoyt and Bond 
streets in Boerum Hill), 
www.thecommonsbrook-
lyn.org. 

READING, JULIA OGILVIE: A 
night of spoken word from 
the actor, comedienne, 
poet, and playwright. Free 
(donations appreciated). 
4:40 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 
and 10th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, BAD BEHAVIOR 
QUEER VALENTINES: A 
dance party for queens, 
queers, fey boys, soft 
butches, and hard femmes. 
Free. 9 pm–4 am. House of 
Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jef-
ferson Street in Bushwick), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

MON, FEB. 12
READING, CHERYL WILLS: 

The local news anchor reads 
from her book, “Die Free: A 
Heroic Family Tale,” about 
her enslaved great-great-
great-grandfather, who ran 
away from a plantation to 
join the fi ght for freedom. 
$10. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, THE ART OF LOVE 
LETTER WRITING: A Pre-
Valentine’s Day workshop in 
how to communicate your 
feelings to your beloved. 
Includes writing materi-
als and light refreshments. 
$25–$55. 7:30 pm. Gallery 
30 (30 Macon St. Second 
Floor at Nostrand Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: The 
Monday-night comedy 
show hosted by Jo Fires-
tone, Aparna Nancherla, 
and Maeve Higgins wel-
comes rising stars of com-
edy. $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, AQUARIUS 

PARTY: Monthly star sign 
party, featuring tarot, palm 
readings, all-night happy 
hour for Aquariuses, and 
photo ops. Free. 8 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Kerry Coddett, Mi-
chael Foulk, Lauren Hope 
Krass, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

TUES, FEB. 13
ART, CHINESE PAPER CUT-

TING: In celebration of the 
lunar new year, Ming Liang 
Lu, a Chinese-born master 
paper portrait cutter, will 
demonstrate paper cut-
ting, an ancient Chinese art 
form dating from the Han 
dynasty, in the forms of the 
Chinese zodiac. Free. 3 pm. 
Ryder Library (5902 23rd 
Ave. between 59th and 60th 
Streets in Midwood). 

MUSIC, FAT TUESDAY: Cel-
ebrate Mardis Gras with live 
music by Three Ring Bender, 
food specials, New Orleans 
cocktails, and King Cake. 
There will be beads. Free. 
5 pm–midnight. Threes 
Brewing [333 Douglass St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
522–2110], www.threes-
brewing.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, MARDI GRAS 
PARTY WITH TUBBY: Bar 
Lunatico throws a Fat Tues-

day party, with gumbo and 
a second line brass band 
march. Free. 7 pm. Bar 
Lunatico (486 Halsey St. be-
tween Lewis and Stuyvesant 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.barlunatico.com.

TALK, DEATH CAFÉ: Candid 
conversations about death 
and dying, led by funeral 
director Amy Cunningham. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

TALK, GEORGE WASHING-
TON RETURNS: Michael 
Grillo impersonates the fi rst 
President and recounts the 
Battle of Brooklyn in August 
1776. A discussion with the 
audience will follow the 

presentation. Free. 7:30 pm. 
New Utrecht Church [18th 
Ave. and 84th Street in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 256–7173]. 

MUSIC, GOTYE AND THE 
ONDIOLINE ORCHESTRA: 
The Australian pop star 
performs a tribute to the in-
ventor of an early electronic 
piano. $30 ($25 in advance). 
9 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, DIRTY WATER DOGS: 
The Cajun funk band plays a 
Fat Tuesday party. Free. 10 
pm. Bar Chord [1008 Cor-
telyou Rd. between Coney 
Island Avenue and Stratford 
Road in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–6033], www.bar-
chordnyc.com. 

WED, FEB. 14
MEMORY ARTS CAFE VAL-

ENTINE’S DAY PARTY: 
A night of love poems, 
music, dance, and desserts. 
Produced by New York 
Memory Center and the 
Alzheimer’s Poetry Proj-
ect. Free. 6 pm. New York 
Memory Center (199 14th 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope), 
www.nymemorycenter.org. 

STEAMY VALENTINE’S 
NIGHT AT THE RUSSIAN 
BATHS: Gemini and Scorpio 
hosts an artsy, swimsuit-clad 
party with music from the 
Hungry March Band and an 
open vodka bar. $40–$110. 
7 pm–2 am. Brooklyn Banya 
(602 Coney Island Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Avenue C in Kensington), 
www.geminiandscorpio.
com. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 
WINE AND WET PAINT: 
Artist Sophia Dawson leads 
an evening of art making 
and revolutionary love. 
Free. 7 pm. Okay Space 
Gallery (281 N. Seventh 
Street, between Havemeyer 
Street and Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg). 

DINING, WINE AND CHOCO-
LATE: Celebrate love by 
learning to pair wines with 
chocolates! RSVP by Feb. 
12. $15 ($10 members). 
7 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

TOUR, ‘TIL DEATH DO US 
PART TROLLEY TOUR: 
Madame Morbid presents 
a special haunted history 
tour with black roses and 
tarot card readings by Amie 
Scrupski. $49. 7 pm. [Driggs 
Avenue at N. Ninth Street 
in Williamsburg, (585) 666–
7243], www.madamemor-
bid.com. 

MUSIC, THE WAILERS: Bob 
Marley’s backing band plays 
Brooklyn Bowl. $20. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, UNLOVEABLE: Valen-
tine’s Day with the Smiths: 
Featuring Smiths cover 
band The Sons & Heirs, and 
hosted by “Rolling Stone” 
columnist Rob Sheffi eld. 
$16–$24. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
CHOCOLATE EDITION!: 
The comedy show that of-
fers free food delivers a 
truckload of chocolate for 
the fake holiday of Valen-
tine’s Day! With comedians 
Carolyn Castiglia, Lawrence 
Deloach, Jay Welch, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. Hank’s 
Saloon [46 Third Ave. at 
Atlantic Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 625–8003], www.
exitfi ve.com/hankssaloon. 

DINING, VALENTINE’S DAY 
DINNER AND A SHOW: 
Enjoy a prix fi xe menu and 
a burlesque show with Vita 
Thorne. $110. 8 pm. Phil and 
Anne’s Good Time Lounge 
[196 Smith St. between War-
ren and Baltic streets, (929) 
337–7752], www.philandan-
nesgoodtimelounge.com/
events. 

DANCE, I LOVE BUTOH!: 
An evening of dance and 
chocolate, infl uenced by 
Butoh. Tickets also include 
a chocolate tasting experi-
ence. $22. 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts (106 Calyer St. be-
tween Banker Street and 
Clifford Place), https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/i-love-bu-
toh-tickets-41627282322. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand-up 
showcase features Tim Dil-
lon, Anthony Devito, Sonia 
Denis, Alex English, and 
Saurin Choksi. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], thegutterbrook-
lyn.com. 

THURS, FEB. 15
COMMUNITY MEDITATION 

PRACTICE: Free. 9:15 am. 
d’mai Urban Spa (157 Fifth 
Avenue between Douglass 
Street and Lincoln Place in 
Park Slope). 

READING, “I CAN BE ANY-
THING”: Caldecott Medal-
winning illustrator Diane 
Dillon reads from her new 
picture book. Free. 1 pm. 
Books are Magic [225 Smith 
Street at Smith and Butler 
streets in Carroll Gardners, 
(718) 246–2665], www.
booksaremagic.net. 

READING, REVISITING THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVE-
MENT: Historian Jeanne 
Theoharis demonstrates 
that the civil rights move-
ment was messier than 
most people think in her 
book “A More Beautiful 
and Terrible History.” $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 9. 

COMEDY, JEAN AND JOHN: 
Talk and variety show with 
Jean Grae, John Hodgman, 
and a surprise guest. $15. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, THE UNSTRUCK 

SOUND: The band plays, 
followed by a jam session 
with Brooklyn Raga Massive, 
which is free to any musician 
with an instrument after 10 
pm. $15 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

FRI, FEB. 16
MUSIC, STARCRAWLER: The 

youthful Los Angeles rock 
band brings its frenetic, 
blood-spouting live show 
to Rough Trade. With open-
ing acts Dr. Danny and 
Sundown Club. $14 ($12 
in advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

READING “BEAR AND 
WOLF”: Daniel Salmieri 
reads from his kids book 
about friendship. Free. 4 
pm. Books are Magic [225 
Smith Street at Smith and 
Butler streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 246–2665], 
www.booksaremagic.net. 

DINING, DUCLAW BREWING 
TASTING EVENT: DuClaw 
brings its stout, porter, IPA, 
ale, and lager for you to 
sample. Free. 6–8 pm. Pros-
pect Heights Beer Works 
[648 Washington Ave. be-
tween Dean and Bergen 
streets in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 623–2337], https://ph-
beerworksny.com. 

DINING, CHINESE NEW 
YEAR CELEBRATION: Wel-
come the Year of the Dog 
at the Museum of Food and 
Drink. Check out its exhibit 
on Chinese-American res-
taurants, and sample beer 
and traditional Chinese New 
Year dishes. $25. 6 pm. Mu-
seum of Food and Drink [62 
Bayard St. between Lorimer 
and Leonard streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–2845]. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 9. 

SAT, FEB. 17
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FAC-

TORY TOUR!: Join Kings 
County Distillery on a tour 
and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the past 
and the resurgence of the 
industry today. $20. 4:30 
pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard at 
BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 907–5932], 
www.bldg92.org. 

DANCE, SALSA DANCING: 
Learn the steps and rhythms 
of this favorite Latin social 
dance. This energetic class 
will include stretching, body 
isolations, and basic part-
nering. $25–$30. 4:30 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
[3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and Bed-
ford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.
markmorrisdancegroup.org. 

MUSIC, A CELEBRATION OF 
BLACK COMPOSERS: The 
Altino Brothers perform 
with the Altino Chorale 
to perform spirituals, art 
songs, and inspirational 
music. $30. 5 pm. Bridge 
Street African Method-
ist Episcopal Church [277 
Stuyvesant Ave. in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 452–3936], 
www.bridgestreetbrook-
lyn.org. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 9. 

THEATER, “EMERGENCY”: 
Daniel Beaty portrays more 
than 40 characters in this 
solo theatrical tour-de-
force about a slave ship 
that appears in modern-day 
New York City. $30. 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

MUSIC, SWEET TITS: The 
lesbian punk band plays 
with Hair Club for Jen. Free. 
9:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FILM, “THE LEGO BATMAN 
MOVIE”: A free screen-
ing of the best Batman 
movie, with arts and crafts 
from Project kid! Free. 10 
am. Industry City Factory 
Floor [274 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 417–
7362], www.industrycity.
com. 

STORYTIME WITH CHRIS-
TOPHER NEAL: Neal’s 
retro-style illustrations and 
easy-to-follow story are 
the perfect match for even 
the pickiest eaters — and 
the patient souls that feed 
them. Free. 11 am. Books 
are Magic [225 Smith Street 
at Smith and Butler streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
246–2665], https://www.
booksaremagic.net. 

FAMILY, THE SOUNDS OF 
BRAZIL: Kids dance to the 
Samba beat at this Rock and 
Roll Playhouse event. Free. 
12:30 pm. Industry City (220 
36th St. at Second Avenue 
in Sunset Park), therockan-
drollplayhouse.com. 

FILM, “GONE WITH THE 
WIND”: Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center Movie Night pres-
ents a light dinner, popcorn, 
and the classic fi lm. $25 ($20 
members). 7 pm. Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Seeing stars: The Los Angeles rock band Starcrawler, 
fronted by lanky 18-year-old singer Arrow de Wilde 
and 16-year-old guitarist Henri Cash, will brings its 
frenetic, blood-spouting live show to Rough Trade in 
Williamsburg on Feb. 16.
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Residences Starting at $1,500,000

516.486.6100 · TheResidencesLongIsland.com
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The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Long Island, North Hills are not owned, developed 
or sold by The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C. or any of its affiliates (“Ritz-
Carlton”).  RXR North Hills Phase I Owner LLC uses The Ritz-Carlton marks 
under a license from Ritz-Carlton, which has not confirmed the accuracy of any of 
the statements or representations made herein.

There is always time for a little tea.

Visit www.cpcsschool.org and apply today!
For additional information: Lower School @ 718.399.3824 and Middle School @ 718.636.3904

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP 
A BEGINNING WITH CHILDREN SCHOOL

EDUCATION. 
LEADERSHIP. 
COMMUNITY.

Community Partnership Charter School is 
a supportive community that nurtures the 

talent of the future leaders of tomorrow. Our 
rigorous academic pro gram teaches students 

to creatively solve com  plex problems and 
explore and develop their own special talents 

through learning opportunities in and 
outside of the classroom. 

Open Houses
Lower School: 

PreK - 4th Grade, 400 DeKalb, 3rd fl, Brooklyn, NY 11205
March 3: 1–3pm 

March 6: 9:30-11:30am, 5:30–7:30pm 
March 17: 1–3pm 

March 20: 9:30–11:30am, 5:30–7:30pm 

Middle School: 
5th - 8th Grade, 114 Kosciuszko, 3rd fl, Brooklyn, NY 11216

March 3: 10am–12pm 
March 8: 5:30pm–6:30pm 
March 15: 5:30pm–6:30pm 

March 17: 10am–12pm 

Why join our school?

Fully inclusive program for students with 
special needs 

daily 
learning outside of 

the classroom 

organizations 
Robust free After-School enrichment 
programs

yet sure whether he’ll man an-
other bar, but said he’ll def-
initely be dropping anchor 
again in Red Hook follow-
ing his travels.    

“To have this opportunity at 
my age — I’m taking it. I don’t 
have kids or wives that I know 
about,” O’Meara said. “But this 
will always be home.”

The farewell bash was 
more bittersweet for those 
locals who made the water-
ing hole their home over the 
years, according to one patron, 
who said its end reminded her 
of the near death of another 
neighborhood institution, 

Sunny’s Bar, which locals 
and this newspaper  helped 
save  last year.

“It’s going to be eerie, the 
neighborhood is so small,” 
said Danie Hutch, a man-
ager of the more-than-cen-
tury-old Conover Street bar. 
“It’s a weird thing that one 
lived, and one died.”

And Bait and Tackle isn’t 
the only clubby bar to leave 
Van Brunt Street this year. 
Hope and Anchor, just a few 
blocks away, will shutter later 
this month after 15 years of 
serving the nabe, its owners 
announced  on social media  
in January.

Continued from page 1

HOOK...

Bait and Tackle owner Barry O’Meara closed the be-
loved Red Hook bar with a boozy bash.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This once-beleaguered 
book lender started a new 
chapter!

Young bookworms cele-
brated the long-awaited re-
opening of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s spruced-up Marcy 
Library on Monday, when 
the reading room welcomed 
its first patrons after a pro-
longed renovation that hon-
chos originally expected to 
end last summer.

The Brooklyn Public Li-
brary branch couldn’t have re-
turned soon enough, accord-
ing to a local pol, who said 
the newly refurbished outpost 
will provide tykes with even 
more resources to expand their 
curious minds.

“I am extremely pleased 
to see it reopened today with 
improved facilities and even 
more tools to facilitate learn-
ing,” said Councilman Robert 
Cornegy (D–Bedford-Stuyve-
sant). “Libraries are an invalu-
able asset to our city.” 

Youngsters enrolled in 
kindergarten and first-grade 
classes at nearby PS 54 re-
ceived a special treat at the 
opening-day festivities. The 
6-foot-10 councilman joined 
the tots for story time, tow-
ering above them as he read 
from the children’s book “City 

One for the books!
Bed-Stuy library welcomes readers after long makeover

Shapes” — a visual journey 
through the concrete jungle 
written by New York City–
based author Diana Murray 
— while they sat pretzel-style 
on the floor.

Library honchos shuttered 
the DeKalb Avenue book 
lender in July 2016, before 
gutting the entire space to 
replace its heating and cool-
ing system, apply a fresh coat 
of paint, add new chairs, ta-

bles, and computers, and 
create a new children’s area 
with an interactive-activity 
wall adorned with strings, 
knobs, and levers for kids 
to play with — a more than 
$1.8-million job that came 
in on budget, according to a 
spokeswoman.

The makeover also in-
cluded a renovation of the 
book lender’s meeting room, 
which Cornegy coughed up 

$350,000 to pay for after vot-
ers in his district elected to 
fund the project through par-
ticipatory budgeting, accord-
ing to the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s chief executive.

“We thank Councilman 
Cornegy for his support of this 
project,” said Linda Johnson. 
“We are delighted to be back 
in Marcy Library, and know 
patrons will enjoy this space 
for many years to come.”

Councilman Robert Cornegy read to a group of youngsters during the Marcy 
Library’s reopening celebration on Monday.
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Flushing Bank’s Business Value Program rewards new 
Complete Business Checking customers with a gift.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Doing Business Has Its Rewards

Gifts shown are for display purposes only and represent only a portion of the gift choices available. 1. New business checking account with new money only. Existing business checking account customers are not eligible. A new business checking account is defined 
as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank 
checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. 2. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. 
You will receive $100 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $100 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be 
completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT A BUSINESS CHECKING CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion 
of the qualifying transactions. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 3. A minimum opening deposit of $15,000 is required in the Complete Business Checking account to qualify for the 
Value Program gift. The gift tier is based on the 90-day average balance of the new Complete Business Checking account. The minimum 90-day average is $15,000 to qualify for the minimum gift tier. Notwithstanding the Value Program, a minimum 
deposit of $100 is required to open the Complete Business Checking account. One (1) gift per new Complete Business Checking customer. A 1099 statement for gift values of $600 or more (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) 
will be issued for the year of gift redemption. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a new Flushing Bank Complete Business Checking 

account and you will be eligible to receive a gift based on 

your 90-day average balance.1,3 

Choose from gifts like a Wi-Fi Tablet Bundle, 

Smart HDTV with Streaming Player, Museum Sport 
Chronograph Watch, Gift Cards and more.

Plus, all new business checking accounts  

can get a CASH BONUS up to $200.1,2

Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 

800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or 

go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Radiant in red
Staff members at Community News Group’s Brooklyn office donned crim-
son on Feb. 2 for the American Heart Association’s National Wear Red Day 
to raise awareness of women’s heart disease and stroke — which cause one 
in three deaths among women each year.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s uprooting tradition.
A Park Slope green thumb 

with four decades in the flo-
ral business closed his Fifth 
Avenue flower shop on Jan. 
31, vacating a space that lo-
cals flocked to for fresh cuts 
for more than a century. 

“[The original owner] had 
it from 1917,” said Ted Gi-
annopoulos, the now-former 
owner of Blooms on Fifth. 
“It was time to shut down, 
unfortunately.”

The 64-year-old, Bay 
Ridge-raised immigrant 
from Greece opened the shop 
between Eighth and Ninth 

streets in 2000, taking over 
the space once occupied by 
Daniel’s Florist, which shop-
keeper Ernest Daniels oper-
ated for decades.

Giannopoulos, who hails 
from a family of gardeners 
that at one time owned five 
shops throughout the bor-
ough, said he labored tire-
lessly to make his business 
a success, working holidays 
and weekends and gaining a 
reputation for falling asleep 
at the dinner table.

“Work doesn’t scare me,” 
the florist said. “I scare the 
hell out of work.”

The store, nearly empty 
when this reporter visited 

Wilted dream
Slope fl orist closes, leaving storefront 
that sold blooms for a whole century 

Ted Giannopoulos last week closed Blooms on 
Fifth, which occupied a Fifth Avenue storefront that 
hosted a plant peddler for more than 100 years.
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in addition to selling fresh 
stems, he said.

And floral wire services 
including Bloomnet and Tele-
flora — which fulfill custom-
ers’ orders via local shops 
— stopped giving Blooms 
on Fifth the large arrange-
ments that made the com-
panies’ subscription prices 
worthwhile, instead only fun-
neling cheaper ones that, af-
ter deducting the cost of de-
livery and other fees, netted 
little-to-no profit, Giannop-
oulos said.  

“I said, ‘Give me the big 
fish and I’ll give you the lit-
tle ones free,’ ” he said. “But 
they stopped giving me the 
big ones, so I had to cut it 
down.”

The florist now faces a 
novel concept — free time 
— with the closing of his 
shop, and looks forward to 
getting his hands dirty with 
something other than blooms, 
he said.

“My hobby was flowers,” 
Giannopoulos said. “I guess 
I’ll have to find a new one.”

last week, once overflowed 
with greenery, attracting cus-
tomers including Mayor De-
Blasio, whose wheelings and 
dealings as a former Park 
Slope councilman often re-
quired a floral touch, Gian-
nopoulos said. 

The charming boutique 
also drew the attention of 
big- and small-screen pro-
ducers, who shot scenes from 
the 2017 film “Unforgettable” 
and commercials for HSBC 
Bank inside it, according to 
the florist.

Giannopoulos, who’s been 
in the floral business since 
1974, said that arranging bou-
quets became as elemental 
as breathing over the years, 
and that he found true joy 
in creating custom arrange-
ments, such as a recreation of 
the New York Jets logo with 
deftly placed buds.

But his budding business 
providing plants for wed-
dings, funerals, and other 
events took a hit with the rise 
of nearby supermarkets with 
their own floral departments, 
not the least of which being 
Third Avenue’s Whole Foods 
in Gowanus, which caters to 
the same types of functions 

A
bout 200 well-dressed 
youngish people 
crammed into a book-

store in Dumbo to hear per-
sonal stories about that taboo 
topic that makes everyone un-
comfortable. Death.

Of parents, spouses, un-
cles —  and even kids.

They were here to launch 
“ Modern Loss: Candid Con-
versation About Grief. Be-
ginners Welcome, ” a book 
based on the revolutionary 
and wildly popular “ Modern 
Loss ” website. Both are edited 
by Rebecca Soffer and co-au-
thor Gabrielle Birkner who, in 
turn, are writers, moms, and 
young adults who are all too 
familiar with the topic they 
have focused on. 

Soffer’s mom died in a car 
accident, and shortly there-
after her dad died of a heart 
attack. Birkner’s dad and 
stepmom were murdered in 
a home invasion. The two 
attended a weekly meeting 
called “Women with Dead 
Parents,” and in 2013 they 
launched their site featuring 
personal essays on every as-
pect of grief, including inher-
itance, ambivalence, sex after 
death (here on earth, that is), 

and even the mix of emotions 
that can accompany the death 
of a cheating spouse. 

The site and book scoff 
at platitudes and dig deeper. 
But they also manage to make 
readers smile — and some-
times guffaw. And so did the 
speakers who took to the po-
dium at the book launch.

“I lost my mom 10 years 
ago and Christmas was very 
much her thing,” Marisa Lee, 
a social entrepreneur, told the 
crowd. Her mom made such a 
huge deal about Christmas — 
“Lights everywhere, and lots 
of Baby Jesuses” — that once 
she was gone, Lee hated the 
holiday. She’d hole up with her 
godparents, which is what she 
was doing one X-mas when 
she fell down their stairs and 
broke her arm.

“Now I’m stuck. I’m on 

Percoset. I can’t drag myself 
anywhere,” said Lee. So she 
was a sitting duck when her 
childhood best friend brought 
over cookies, and the appli-
cation for eHarmony, an on-
line dating service.

Reluctantly, Lee agreed to 
meet up with some guy from 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, but 
at the last minute decided to 
cancel — until her friend in-
sisted that would be rude. So 
she went on the date and a year 
and a half later —on Christ-
mas Day — he proposed and 
she accepted.  

His reason for choosing 
Dec. 25 as the day he popped 
the question?

“To once again make 
Christmas something I ac-
tually enjoyed,” said Lee. 

Look, she added, if you’re 
going through loss “anybody 

who tells you it’s going to be 
over soon — they’re lying.” 
But there is another side. 

Michael Arceneaux, a jour-
nalist and author, suffered a 
very different loss. 

“Most people ask, ‘When 
did you first know you were 
gay?’ ” he told the crowd. “I 
knew I liked boys when I was 
5.” But at 6, he knew some-
thing else: His uncle had just 
died of something called 
“AIDS,” and everyone in his 
family was calling him a ter-
rible word. A word for people 
just like Arceneaux.

“I could never shake that 
feeling that ‘to like boys’ 
meant ‘to die.’ I could not 
separate pleasure from para-
noia,” he said. “It wasn’t un-
til I turned 30 that I really 
wanted to conquer that fear.” 
And somehow he did. 

While his parents have yet 
to fully accept him, he was 
talking to his niece recently 
— she is 8 — “and she made 
a joke about a gay person and 
I said, ‘Oh beloved, we don’t 
say that.’ ” And after gently 
explaining why, he hung up. 
The girl called him right back 
and said, “Uncle Mikey, I am 
so sorry. I don’t care if you’re 

gay. I miss you. Come home 
for Christmas.”

Not that every story at the 
party ended with Christmas, 
but they did all end with hope. 
Jamie Stelter, the NY1 traf-
fic anchor, spoke of her mis-
carriages. She now has a tod-
dler. Podcaster Rachel Ward 
spoke of her husband dying at 
35. Somehow she’s still really 
funny. Emily Rapp Black lost 
her son Ronan at age 3 to Tay-
Sachs disease, but later met 
a young man with the same 
name, and felt at peace.

Then Soffer asked the au-
dience if they would like to 
try their hand at summing up 
their loss in a “ Six Word Mem-
oir ” — an idea popularized 
by Smith Magazine. 

A man who looked like 
a truck driver stood up. “I 
never saw her smile again,” 
he said.

“I’ll see a heartbeat some 
day,” said a woman in the 
crowd. 

“Through the noise, pur-
pose was born.”

Sometimes, purpose is born 
through the internet, too. And 
now, through a new book. 

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow.

By Lenore Skenazy

Talking an unmentionable subject

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Dirty Jersey is cleaning up 
New York City.

Sleuths from a New Jer-
sey police department as-
sisted local cops in tracking 
down and cuffing two men 
suspected of  robbing banks 
in Park Slope and Sheepshead 
Bay  last month, according to 
a Facebook post from the out-
of-state authorities.

The alleged crooks’ spree 
also included holdups at a 
Long Island bank and three 
others in the small New Jer-
sey town where the cops 
who helped catch the duo 
are based, Stafford Town-

ship officials said. 
The suspects committed 

all the robberies in a simi-
lar fashion, according to the 
Jersey officers, who said one 
man entered each bank wear-
ing a hooded sweatshirt and 
sunglasses before passing a 
note demanding cash to a 
teller. The other guy alleg-
edly manned a getaway vehi-
cle outside, the Garden State 
police said. 

The pair — who local 
cops said stole an unidenti-
fied amount of cash from the 
Slope bank, but left the Bay 
one empty-handed — alleg-
edly split their illicit earnings 
and together took frequent 

trips to New Jersey’s Atlan-
tic City, where the neighbor-
ing state’s detectives tracked 
down the suspects’ 2012 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee at a casino 
parking garage.  

The investigators, armed 
with the car’s license-plate 
number, kept tabs on the men, 
and worked with local cops 
to bust them in the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan on Jan. 30, 
according to the New Jersey 
police department. 

Authorities then handed 
the suspects over to agents 
at the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, who booked them 
on robbery charges, the Gar-
den State cops said.

Two bank robbers caught
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Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to walk, 
bend, work, or drive as turning 
your head to see the car behind 
you — a function we barely 
even think about under normal 
conditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating pain 
impacts the quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried to 
get help. You may have already 
seen doctors for traditional 
medical and chiropractic care, 
without results. Perhaps it ap-
pears the only possibility is 
surgery. 

But this is not your only op-
tion. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn has been treating pa-
tients with these conditions for 
more than 32 years, reinstat-
ing their quality of life through 
nonsurgical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs are in-
volved. Instead, he utilizes de-
compression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative treat-
ment for serious neck and low 
back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi. “It has helped peo-
ple who are at the end of their 
rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 

the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, engi-
neers, and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi, who is trained in 
these methods. The certifica-
tion course was designed by 
the leading expert in spinal de-
compression, Dr. Jay Kennedy, 
D.C., who taught doctors world-
wide and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of de-
compression systems. To gain 
certification involves more 
than 40 hours of instruction, 
including hands-on training 
sessions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and oth-
ers in the community with ad-
vanced spinal decompression 
therapy,” says Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal stenosis, 
bulging, herniated, and degen-
erative discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn 8214 - 13th Avenue 
11228 in Dyker Heights, (718) 
833–3327. www.SpineandDis-
cCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at  
Spine and Disc Center

ON THE RADIO:

Food for dirty minds
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

You’ll never look at baked 
beans the same way again.

This week’s Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio ruined the canned 
legume forever thanks to an 
appearance by Katharine 
Gates, author of the semi-
nal descent into outré mores, 
“Deviant Desires: Incredibly 
Strange Sex,” which came out 
about 20 years ago, but is be-
ing reissued — with new de-
viant behavior — by Power-
house Books.

How deviant? How about 
latex? How about pony play? 
How about people who get 
aroused by covering them-
selves in baked beans?

“I was curious like you 
are,” Gates told Brooklyn Pa-
per editor-in-chief and host 
Vince DiMiceli, who grilled 
the sexpert along with deputy 
editor Anthony Rotunno and 
Newsweek’s Gersh Kuntz-
man, who came out of retire-
ment for the special broad-
cast. “When I was writing 
my book, I saw it in Splash 
magazine, which was a zine 
devoted to playing around in 
baked beans. I thought, ‘What 
the heck is going on here? 
Why would somebody like 
that?’ But you know what? 
It’s harmless and playful. For 
them, it’s not about penises 
and vaginas and all the old-
school stuff.”

Kuntzman, a voice famil-
iar to Brooklyn Paper Radio 
fans until he retired from co-
hosting the borough’s leading 
podcast last fall, interjected. 
“What you call ‘old-school 
stuff’ is really front and cen-
ter to me. I mean, penises and 
vaginas — these are really 
great things.”

“Well, for some people, to 
dress up as a pony and have 
someone ride on their back is 
fulfilling in a deep way that 
is not orgasm-dependent,” 
Gates said, drawing “ahhs” 
of understanding from the tri-
umvirate of hosts.

Then, for something like 
the 50th time in the show’s 
history, Kuntzman reiterated 
that he sees god in the act of an 

orgasm. But Gates cau-
tioned against orgasm-
centric sexuality.

“Some of these peo-
ple into these kinks 
aren’t in it for the or-
gasm,” she said. “A 
pony boy gets plea-
sure from the act of 
pretending to be an 
animal and not be-
ing ashamed of be-
ing naked and being 
ridden. That activ-
ity is a wonderful 
end in itself.”

Kuntzman, of 
course, probed 
deeper with the 
creator of the 
 Kinkmap , which 
seeks to explain 
every single so-called de-
viant desire.

“Okay, but what about def-
ecation?” he asked. “I’m re-
ally not into that.”

“It’s not for everyone,” 
Gates said. “But it’s not al-
ways about humiliation. One 
man wanted to serve as a 
beautiful woman’s toilet.”

“I had the same thing with 
a New Yorker editor once,” 
Kuntzman said.

Gates, a former Brook-
lyn Heights resident who ap-
peared on the show ahead of 
her appearance at Dumbo’s 
Powerhouse Arena bookstore 
on Monday, said not much has 
changed in the world of kinky 
desires since her tome first 
debuted in 1999, but rather 
society has evolved around 
the fetishes.

“Powerhouse called me the 
day after Trump was elected 
to talk about a reissue,” Gates 
said. “The election showed 
that consent and desire were 
getting all mixed up and peo-
ple didn’t know how to talk 
about all these things. Grown-
ups should be able to play, 
and the time for that conver-
sation has never been more 
apparent.”

And where better to 
have that discussion than 
on Brooklyn Paper Radio, 
with hosts who peppered 
Gates about the craziest stuff 
she’d ever seen — and were 
rewarded with a story about 

a man who found pleasure in 
being tressed up like a turkey, 
shoved in a large cardboard 
box simulating an oven, and 
then placed on the middle 
of a table.

“He envied the turkey at 
Thanksgiving being the cen-
ter of attention, all cooked 
and naked there,” Gates said. 
“For him, it was exciting to 
act out that fantasy.”

DiMiceli said he could 
understand role play with 
himself as a pumpkin pie, 
prompting Kuntzman to of-
fer to cover him in whipped 
cream.

“Too obvious,” Rotunno 
quipped.

The show’s commentary 
prompted DiMiceli to order 
up the first-ever twin ver-
sions of the episode, which 
exists in an unedited version 
as well as a censored cut that 
beeps out some of the adult-
only content, such as Gates’s 
talk of baked beans in a non-
culinary setting.

“When you said baked 
beans, I’m not going to say 
I was aroused, but my curi-
osity was engaged,” Kuntz-
man said.

And it wouldn’t be Brook-
lyn Paper Radio without a 
discussion of unrelated top-
ics, including:

• DiMiceli’s concern about 
a new species of crustacean 
called the marbled crayfish 

that features females 
that basically breed 
without requiring any 
contribution from the 
male of the species.

“This is the future,” 
Kuntzman said. “Men 
are obsolete!”

• DiMiceli savag-
ing Kuntzman on his 
recent career choices, 
which included a se-
ries of demotions at the 
New York Daily News 
and, more recently, at 
Newsweek.

“Why does he always 
get demoted?” the host 
asked.

“Why ask it that way, 
DiMiceli?” Kuntzman re-
joined. “Maybe you should 
be asking, ‘What’s wrong 
with the rest of the world?’ 

If the world is on fire, maybe 
Gersh Kuntzman is the man 
with the firehose.”

“He’d be the first person 
I’d call when I need a hose,” 
added Rotunno.

• Kuntzman praising 
Brooklyn Paper’s coverage 
of local issues such as  a new 
ice cream parlor in Park Slope  
and the  death of a cyclist in 
Greenpoint , before quickly 
turning his admiration into 
a job pitch.

“Bring me back,” said 
former Brooklyn Paper ed-
itor Kuntzman, beginning 
a chant. “Bring me back! 
BRING ME BACK!”

DiMiceli suggested that 
would not happen.

Tune in now to hear all 
that and more on another 
great show.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 4:30 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com, on  iTunes , 
and of course, on  Stitcher .

See Katharine Gates read 
from “Deviant Desires” at 
Powerhouse Arena [28 Ad-
ams Street between Front 
and Water streets in Dum-
bo, (718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. 
Feb. 12 at 7 pm. Free.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.
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We’re here in Brooklyn.

Apply now at SuccessAcademies.org
Start stronger. Go further.

Our exceptional public schools allow your child to thrive 
through discovery-based learning rooted in critical thinking, 
emotional development, and creative expression.


