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Your World  — Your News

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They need to work it out so the 
real work can begin!

Gov. Cuomo must look be-
yond his public political spats 
with Mayor DeBlasio and allow 
the city to use a process that will 
accelerate its repairs to the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway’s decay-
ing triple cantilever in Brooklyn 
Heights, local pols and activists 
demanded during a rally at the foot 
of Montague Street on Feb. 9.

State lawmakers and local 
leaders again called on Cuomo 
to greenlight “design-build” — a 
process that would request one bid 
for the project’s design and con-
struction instead of hiring unique 
firms for each phase — weeks af-
ter they first demanded  he revise 
his recently unveiled budget to in-
clude authorization for it . 

“The only obstacle I can see is 
this rancor between Albany and 
the city, and that’s just completely 
unacceptable,” said Peter Bray, the 
head of civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, which 
is bussing local advocates up to 
the state Capitol on March 6. “Our 
neighborhoods deserve better, and 

our communities should not be 
collateral damage to this politi-
cal fighting.”

Cuomo approved design-build 
for multiple state-run projects, 
including the recently built Ko-
sciuszko Bridge and a new span 
touting his family’s name, so his 
refusal to allow it in the city-led 
expressway fix must come down 
to his schoolyard fight with Hiz-
zoner — which has also included 
bouts over  deer  and the  subway 
system  — especially because au-
thorizing the process won’t cost 

the state a dime, the newly elected 
Council speaker said.

“If it’s good enough for the new 
Kosciuszko Bridge and the new 
Mario Cuomo Bridge, why is it 
not good enough for the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway?” asked Coun-
cilman Corey Johnson (D–Man-
hattan). “It doesn’t make any sense. 
We should put politics aside.”

Although he has said he supports 
expanding design-build, Cuomo 
released his first draft of the bud-
get without the streamlined pro-
cess on Jan. 16. He had until Feb. 
15 to make amendments — includ-
ing authorization for the process 
— before both houses in Albany 
prepare their own fiscal plans that, 
together with the governor’s, will 
be used to create a final budget that 
must be approved by April 1.

Design-build proponents argue 
it will cut about $113 million from 
the job’s current $1.9-million price 
tag, and speed up the reconstruc-
tion of the 1.5-mile stretch of ex-
pressway between Atlantic Ave-
nue and Sands Street by at least 
two years.

Local transit honchos now ex-
pect work to begin in 2024 and 
wrap in 2028, but if Cuomo al-

lows design-build, they say re-
pairs could start as early as 2021 
and conclude before 2026 — the 
year the city will be  forced to send 
the more than 16,000 big-rigs that 
travel the triple cantilever daily 
down local streets instead  so the 
three-tiered structure doesn’t col-
lapse beneath them.

Roads including Third and 
Fourth avenues, and Tillary, Court, 
Jay, and Columbia streets could all 
get a massive spike in truck traffic 
if the vehicles are banished from 
the expressway, according to the 
Department of Transportation.

And in addition to saving time, 
using design-build would con-
serve funds that could be rein-
vested into the city’s failing sub-
way system and  cash-strapped 
public-housing complexes , ac-
cording to another councilman, 
who attended the rally alongside 
Borough President Adams, Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, Department 
of Transportation Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, and Brooklyn 
Heights pols including state Sen. 
Brian Kavanagh and Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon. 

“This is insanity to me, I have to 
say $100 million could be used right 

MAKE UP BEFORE IT BREAKS UP
Gov. must forget feud, let city fi x BQE faster, locals say

Dozens of local pols and activists came out on Feb. 9 to demand the state authorize the 
use of design-build to speed up work on the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway.
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FIXING 
the BQE

now to address a subway crisis and 
a heating crisis in New York City 
Housing Authority buildings,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger (D–Co-

ney Island). “I find it outrageous 
and insulting that they would hi-
jack more than $100 million in pub-
lic money that could go towards 

addressing transportation, public-
housing, quality-of-life, and pub-
lic-safety issues because of a high-
stakes political game.”

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This park is having a field day!
The city will rip up the track and field 

at Williamsburg’s McCarren Park next 
month so workers can spend the next 
year laying down new rubber and arti-
ficial turf for local athletes, according 
to the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation.

And it’s about time, because the cur-
rent fake grass inside the Lorimer Street 
green space between Driggs Avenue and 
Bayard Street is spilling its black guts 

out onto the surrounding track, accord-
ing to one runner.

“It tends to spill out everywhere and 
get on the track. And if it rains, it gets 
really messy,” said Steven Crnic, who 
lives in Crown Heights and works at 
Grand Street’s Brooklyn Running Co. 
store, about a 15 minute walk from the 
park.

The parks department will close the 
artificial-turf soccer pitch and quarter-
mile rubber track around it on March 
19, before workers lay a new field and 
runners’ path using the same materials 

in a makeover expected to wrap next 
March, according to an agency spokes-
woman.

But some joggers who throw on their 
sneakers and run ovals every week — 
in rain or shine, and frigid temperatures 
— said finding a new loop to lap is go-
ing to be a headache because the next 
best public track, inside a park on the 
distant isle of Manhattan, is also get-
ting renovated.

“We’re actually in the process of fig-
uring that out,” said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident Jennifer Herr, the pres-

McCarren Park getting facelift
Track and soccer fi eld closing for year-long makeover

The city will close the track and field at McCarren Park next month to 
begin the year-long process of laying down a new artificial-turf soccer 
pitch and rubber runners’ path.
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ident of the North Brooklyn Runners 
club. “We’re very frustrated.”

But getting new rubber to burn is 
worth the inconvenience of being booted 
from the local sprinters’ home course 
provided the job finishes quickly, ac-
cording to Herr, who said she was sur-
prised to learn the old track would be 
replaced after hearing rumors that it 
was merely closing to accommodate 
the new field’s installation.

“We are excited to see the track and 
field getting a facelift, but we are also 
hopeful the scheduled work will be 
completed quicker than anticipated, 
so that we can get back to using the 

See PARK  on page 4

Shmear genius!
Hundreds of hungry Brooklynites gathered at the Greenpoint warehouse of Acme 
Smoked Fish Corporation on Feb. 9, where the crowd cheered on workers from the 
more-than-century-old, seafood-spread purveyor and local bakery Zucker’s Bagels as 
they attempted to build the largest bagel-and-lox sandwich ever recorded by Guinness 
World Records. The massive snack — which employees said fed about 400 people — 
consisted of a nearly 100-pound plain bagel, about 40 pounds of smoked salmon, about 
30 pounds of cream cheese, 25 pounds of tomatoes, 10 pounds of red onions, and one-
and-a-half pounds of capers.
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BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

The driver of an Action Carting packer truck made his way 
through Williamsburg on Feb. 9 with his helper, who typical-
ly rides on the back of the vehicle, sitting inside the cabin.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re commanded to work as 
many hours as allowed by law — 
and pick up some overtime.

Calls come from bosses while 
they’re behind the wheel asking 
them where they’re at — and to 
speed up.

When they hit a red light — 
they’re coached on how to run it.

That is the culture of malfeasance 
truckers at Action Carting, the gar-
bage firm whose unlicensed truck 
driver hit and killed 27-year-old Net-
faly Ramirez last July, have to deal 
with every day, claimed those who 
work there and union officials.

The Brooklyn Paper spoke to two 
employees of a union representing 
Action Carting staffers — one of 
whom once drove for the company 
— and a current Action driver, and 
all of them claimed management at 
the New Jersey–based private-cart-
ing firm demands speed over safety 
from its truck operators.

“Drivers are kind of always put 
under the gun to get their stops done 
however they can in a timely fash-
ion,” said Ray Borrero, who works 
for the Teamsters Local 813. “Dur-

Employees: Overworking leads to accidents

ing the course of the night, you get 
calls asking where you’re at or what’s 
taking so long, and that adds to the 
pressure.”

Action Carting’s drivers — in-
cluding 63-year-old Jose Nunez, 
who  ran over 27-year-old Neftaly 
Ramirez while driving a truck with-
out the proper license  — usually start 
their work weeks on Sunday nights, 
sometimes driving for as many as 
14 hours straight,  the legal limit un-
der federal law , as they collect gar-

bage from across the city, leaving 
them little time to recuperate, ac-
cording to Borrero.

The majority of Action truckers 
work six days a week, with around 
five percent clocking a five-day work 
week, and all can receive overtime 
pay for driving more than 40 or 60 
hours, depending on their contracts, 
the Local 813 rep said.

The drivers can either pilot a 
“packer” — the truck Nunez drove 
when he hit Ramirez — that requires 

the aid of a co-worker, called a helper, 
and makes more local stops picking 
up standard trash bags, or a “roll-
off,” which collects larger contain-
ers such as dumpsters and is oper-
ated by a single employee.

Driving either truck is a hard job, 
but those behind the wheels of Ac-
tion’s packers are notoriously over-
worked, according to the current em-
ployee, who said he used to drive 
one but switched to a roll-off to give 
his body a break.

Action demands its packer driv-
ers work nearly twice as much as 
those at some other private sanita-
tion companies, according to the 
worker who requested anonymity 
out of fear he would lose his job 
if his bosses knew he talked to a 
newspaper.

A typical night in his previous 
position as a packer driver for the 
Texas-based firm Waste Manage-

See DRIVEN  on page 10

PLUS: ‘SICK’ DRIVER 
CHARGED WITH 

MANSLAUGHTER
SEE PAGE 10

Getting driven to death

*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit 
card from February 7-20, 2018. Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 

payments required. See store for details.

 Months Promotional 
Financing Available*18

Ends Feb 20!

SPRING
FLOORING KICK-OFF

SALE
Laminate Flooring

55+ 
varieties

from 49¢
sq ft

60+ 
varieties

from 49¢
sq ft

Wood-Look 
Waterproof

water

PROOF

Prefi nished Hardwood

$179220+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

Prefi nished Bamboo

$15955+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change.
See store for details.

See our fresh selection of NEW hardwood and wood-look 
fl oors in the latest trends, including EXCLUSIVE STYLES, 

all at unbeatable prices!

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com $100

OFFsq ft

80+ styles to 
choose from!

INSIDE: ‘BAR SCRAWL’ IS BACK – AND BETTER THAN EVER
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 
300,000 to 400,000 back surgeries every 
year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform 
at least 100,000 operations for lumbar 
disc disease alone, and orthopedic sur-
geons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% 
of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over 
the country are racing to acquire and 
get trained to operate the DRX9000TM, 
an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the 
knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains 
how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 
10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would 
come back without it. After investigated 
this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive 
forces on the intervertebral discs and 

back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative 
pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it 
to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc 
herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM 
has documented success with are back 
pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a 
relapse or failure following back sur-
gery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a 
free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 
718-234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor 
treats herniated 

and bulging discs, 
sciatica,

and serious
lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn was seen but not 
heard. 

Mayor DeBlasio returned to 
his  old stomping grounds  on 
Tuesday to deliver his fifth State 
of the City address at Kings 
Theatre, but Hizzoner barely 
mentioned his home borough 
in the speech, except for shout 
outs to the beep and the historic 
Flatbush playhouse.

The second-term mayor 
instead unveiled lofty goals 
to make New York City the 
fairest in the country by ex-
panding free education to its 
youngest citizens, address-
ing the long-forgotten needs 
of public-housing residents, 
and strengthening police-com-
munity relationships — a re-
naissance similar to the once 
old-and-decaying Flatbush Av-
enue theater’s 2013  transforma-
tion  into a multimillion-dollar 
venue, according to Borough 
President Adams. 

“This theater was a gem that 
had to be brushed off to see its 
original beauty, and that’s what 
the city is going through,” he 
said. “The mayor has done an 

excellent job of going into the 
crevices of communities that 
have historically been denied 
some basic services — doing 
3-K, looking at NYCHA, and 
looking at the whole stop-and-
frisk issue is really what we 
need a mayor to do.”

DeBlasio spent much of his 
hour-long address laying out 
a 12-point plan dubbed “Fair-
est Big City in America,” in 
which he touched on other 
bullet-point initiatives that in-
cluded the need for more afford-
able housing and better-paying 
jobs, curbing the  local opioid 
epidemic , and advancing his 
plan  to close the jails on Rik-
ers Island .   

The former Park Slope coun-
cilman then shifted the focus 
of his address to strengthening 
democracy in the city, blasting 
the Board of Elections for using 
an outdated system that leads 
to low voter turnout. 

“You’ve heard being cus-
tomer-friendly? Our voting 
system is about as custom-
er-unfriendly as it could be,” 
the mayor said. “It’s not mod-
ern, it’s not fair, and it needs 
to change now.”

DeBlasio proposed a 

Kings return
Mayor speaks in Brooklyn, 
but doesn’t address it

Mayor DeBlasio on Tuesday announced his inten-
tion to to make New York City the fairest big city 
in America in his annual State of the City speech, in 
which he barely mentioned Brooklyn despite deliv-
ering the address at Kings Theatre in Flatbush.
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10-point plan to modernize lo-
cal elections that included hir-
ing the city’s first-ever “chief 
democracy officer,” who will 
be charged with registering 
15-million New Yorkers to 
vote over the next four years 
and with engaging more youths 
in civic processes, he said. 

“We’ve got to prove to our 
young people that they’ve got 
the power to change the world 
around them. When people feel 
empowered they participate,” 
he said. “When they can see the 

impact they’re making, they 
come back for more.”

The pol who now holds De-
Blasio’s old Council seat ap-
plauded the mayor’s push for 
democratic reform, but im-
plored Hizzoner not to forget 
residents’ opinions as he works 
to implement his plan. 

“I hope the conversation 
will be open as opposed to just, 
‘Here’s the agenda, I am dic-
tating it and now you will fol-
low it,’ ” said Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope).

ON THE RADIO:

There goes the neighborhood
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Marine Parkers need to band 
together and turn their quaint 
neighborhood into an historic 
district before developers turn it 
into the next — gasp! — Sheep-
shead Bay!

That was kind of the claim 
longtime real-estate agent (yes, 
a real real-estate agent!) Jerry 
Minsky made on the latest edi-
tion of Brooklyn Paper Radio, 
during which host and editor-
in-chief Vince DiMiceli looked 
southward to find out how the 
out-of-character  Marine Park 
Monstrosity  could have pos-
sibly been constructed in the 

and renting homes here for 
more than 30 years and re-
cently moved to Marine Park 
from his Fort Green brown-
stone (which he astutely bought 
in 1989, thank you very much), 
pulled no punches in claiming 
this over-development is surely 
a bad omen.

“This is a sign of slow but 
steady changes that will con-
tinue to happen,” Minsky, of 
Douglas Elliman Real Es-
tate, said.

And the only way to save the 
Marine Park we all know and 
love is to have the city protect 
the neighborhood from overde-
velopment by landmarking its 

beautiful one-and-two family 
homes — something Minsky 
said deserves consideration.

The gentlemen failed to get 
into the ongoing battle over who 
has the best roast beef in South-
ern Brooklyn — Brennan and 
Carr or Roll ’n’ Roaster — but 
did dedicate an hour to what 
comes next in Marine Park.

So if you’ve got the time, 
we’ve got the podcast. Take a 
listen right now!

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday at 3:30 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in America’s 
Downtown.

A new multi-family home 
in Marine Park.
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1930s-era neighborhood of tree-
lined streets and homes with 
front yards and driveways.

And the Brooklyn-born 
Minsky, who’s been selling 
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Olivia Rangel, who works at a flower
farm on Long Island, often works
over 70 hours a week during the hot

summer months. She sometimes works
well over a week straight without a day off
and never receives a dollar of overtime pay.

Cristina Perez, who harvests apples in
upstate New York, speaks of abuse and
mistreatment by supervisors, and has to
beg to take time off to bring her children to
the doctor. Yet, she is forbidden by New
York law from joining a union to protect
herself. 

Mateo Hernandez works on a New York
dairy farm, and once suffered a grisly hand
injury at work. His bosses forced him to
complete his shift and provided no medical
care, and he had no voice on the job to
speak out for him and was not allowed to
take a day of rest to heal.

These stories, and many more, were
shared during public hearings in Albany
earlier this year. They painted a picture of
exploitation and abuse of New York
farmworkers, who by New York law are
denied their basic human right to organize
and join a union. They are also forbidden
from receiving overtime pay or the right to
a day of rest – basic rights that most
working men and women in New York take
for granted. 

The hearings, conducted before a panel
of human rights observers, elected officials,
and the public, were conducted to urge
New York and Gov. Cuomo to pass the
Farmworker Fair Labor Practices Act, which
would reform New York labor law to allow

farmworkers to form unions, receive
overtime pay, and take a day of rest if they
need one. The law would provide the most
basic worker rights that all workers deserve
but New York farmworkers are denied.

Opposing the law is the corporate
farming business, a multibillion dollar
industry that profits by exploiting
immigrant workers. But as more
farmworkers speak out, the powerful
industry is becoming increasingly unable to
drown out their voices. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said that
“injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.” Passage of the Farmworker
Fair Labor Practices Act would help correct
the injustices visited on New York’s
farmworkers every day. These workers –
mostly immigrants – toil for weeks at a
time, in often brutal weather and climate, to
feed New York and beyond. They deserve
the protections and rights other workers
receive, and we in the labor
movement will make
sure their voices
continue to be heard
so that they win their
struggle. 

As more farmworkers speak out,
the powerful farming industry is
becoming increasingly unable to
drown out their voices.

Our Perspective

End the Exploitation of 
NY’s Farmworkers Now!
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a construction conun-
drum. 

Locals’ minds are spin-
ning over the fate of two adja-
cent Gowanus plots currently 
zoned for manufacturing that 
a borough-based developer 
is about to buy, because it’s 
anyone’s guess what the new 
owner —  a firm the mayor 
recently tapped to build lux-
ury towers on a nearby pub-
lic-housing complex’s park-
ing lot  — might propose for 
the massive parcels.

Builder Two Trees’s pend-
ing purchase comes amid the 
 city’s exploration of rezoning 
the longtime industrial neigh-
borhood  for more residential 
development, and though 
Mayor DeBlasio has previ-
ously  committed to retaining 
its blue-collar feel , exactly what 
the real-estate powerhouse may 
erect there is a mystery, accord-
ing to a local leader.

“We’re in the middle of a 
lot of unknowns with the city 
rezoning — that just makes 
this so much more interest-
ing,” said Paul Basile. “It is 
our hope that the city contin-
ues to remain committed in 
helping us grow jobs here and 

Prime Gowanus lots being sold to residential builder

Fueling speculation

Developer Two Trees is about to buy two lots along 
the Gowanus Canal that include the sites of the cur-
rent Lowe’s store and the now-closed Pathmark.
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keep the manufacturing com-
munity in Gowanus.”

The Dumbo-based devel-
oper is reportedly buying a 
lot on Second Avenue be-
tween 10th and 12th streets 
— now occupied by a Lowe’s 
Home Improvement store — 
from builder Forest City Rat-
ner, and a neighboring par-
cel on 12th Street along the 
banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal — home to the now-shut-
tered Pathmark supermar-
ket — from current owner 
Town Slope LLC, according 
to Crain’s, which first  reported  
the deals that together total 

more than $100 million.
A rep from Two Trees de-

clined to comment on the pur-
chases, however, and a Forest 
City rep said the company can-
not comment on its sale until 
the last document finalizing 
the transaction is signed.

But even after the deals are 
done, the home-improvement 
retailer’s lease for its Gowanus 
space doesn’t expire until at 
least 2023, Crain’s reported, 
and its honchos have no inten-
tions to pack up and leave, ac-
cording to a spokesman.

“We have no plans to close 
this store and can’t speak to 

Two Trees’ intentions,” said 
Lowe’s rep Steve Salazar.

Both lots are within the 
 Southwest Brooklyn Indus-
trial Business Zone  — an 
area that local entrepreneurs 
and activists hope will survive 
any possible rezoning after the 
city designated it in 2006 to 
protect Gowanus’s manu-
facturing roots and stimu-
late economic growth in the 
blue-collar hub.

And the imminent arrival of 
Two Trees — which is also con-
structing the megadevelopment 
on the  old Domino Sugar fac-
tory campus in Williamsburg  
and donated significantly to 
DeBlasio’s campaign, accord-
ing to a New York Daily News 
 report  — isn’t any more worri-
some than the potential rezon-
ing itself, according to Basile, 
who said a possible construc-
tion boom is not what the nabe 
needs amid the Feds’  slow-go-
ing, years-long scrub of the 
toxic Gowanus Canal .

“We’re no more concerned 
than we were before, we don’t 
know what [Two Trees’s] idea 
is,” he said. “But we know 
the canal will not be clean for 
many, many years. If anyone 
is building during the cleanup, 
that further complicates it.”

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the Sahadi’s experience 
— on steroids!

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
grocer Sahidi’s will open its 
 long-awaited, super-sized 
second location  in Sunset 
Park’s Industry City later this 
year — a more-than-a-foot-
ball-field-sized store with an 
open kitchen, bar, and event 
space.

Going bigger in the borough 
is  the natural next move  for the 
70-year-old shop, according to 
its co-owner.

“Brooklyn is a dynamic 
place,” said Bay Ridgite Chris-
tine Sahadi Whelan. “The In-

Super-Sahadi’s for Sunset Park
dustry City store will allow us to 
share the beloved Sahadi food-
and-hospitality culture in a new, 
modern setting.”

The new 35th Street outpost 
of the bulk-goods emporium 
— famous for its bins full of 
Middle-Eastern delicacies, in-
cluding nuts, dried figs, spices, 
and roasted coffee — will also 
offer weekend brunch, a pre-
pared-foods section with a din-
ing-in area, and a saj — a grid-
dle for making flatbread that 
the owners first saw on a trip 
to Beirut —  according to New 
York Magazine , which also 
noted that the owners want to 
serve “lesser-known dishes” in-
cluding chicken merguez with 
green tahini and couscous tim-

bale with duck confit.
Whelan’s grandfather, Wade 

Sahadi, founded the store in 
1948 as a reincarnation of the 
Manhattan market his great 
uncle, a Lebanese immigrant, 
launched in 1895. Whelan’s fa-
ther, Charlie, and uncle, Bob, 
later took over the shop, and 
oversaw the original location’s 
expansion in 1985. The pair ex-
panded to a third storefront 
 about 25 years later,  and the 
duo handed the day-to-day op-
erations over to Whelan and her 
brother Ron in 2016. The store 
has become a neighborhood in-
stitution during its decades in 
business, and even took home a 
coveted  James Beard award for 
awesomeness  last year.

Next-generation Sa-
hadi’s owner Christine 
Whelan is opening a 
massive outpost of her 
beloved Atlantic Avenue 
bazaar in Sunset Park.
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Blueberries
$$299299

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

Iceberg Lettuce

¢¢7979

2/14 7AM -2/19 7PM
SALE STARTS 15 1614 17 18 19

GREAT DEAL!

Full Line 33 1010$$
forfor

D

SPECIAL!

Apple Juice

K

$$199199

ORGANIC

Broccoli
$$199199

Clementines

$$349349
lb.lb.

$$129129
Asparagus Cantaloupes

$$169169
ea.ea.

Red Peppers

lb.lb.

¢¢7979 lb.lb.

¢¢8989
Seedless Grapes Grape Tomatoes

9999¢¢ 22 44$$forfor

Pineapples

Enriched Rice
$$399399

Provolone

$$499499
lb.lb.

Seltzer

6969¢¢
Stuffed Green
Olives

¢¢9999

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

grounds,” she said.
And in the meantime, 

parks-department honchos 
are working to find a sure-
footed temporary space for the 
soon-to-be-displaced runners, 
according to spokeswoman.

“We’re currently working 
on offerings both inside and 
outside McCarren Park recre-

Continued from page 1

PARK...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A lout broke into a guy’s 
Duffield Street apartment 
and stole his jewelry some-
time between Feb. 6 and 8, 
police said.

The sneak broke into the 
apartment through an un-
locked front door near Wil-
loughby Street and stole a di-
amond-studded ring, Tiffany 
and Co. silver ring, diamond 
bracelet, gold-mesh wash, and 

a Daniel Wellington watch, 
all worth a total of $2,170, 
officials said.

School bully
A crook stole a student’s 

wallet while he was at school 
at MetroTech Center on Jan. 
26, cops said.

The student, who reported 
the theft to police about a week 
later on Feb. 6, said he was in 
class near Jay Street around 4 
pm when he got an alert from 
his bank that some jerk made 
charges to his credit cards, 
and then realized his wallet 
containing them, cash, a stu-

Bling-hungry baddie nabs man’s baubles

dent-identification card, and 
a Trinidad and Tobago iden-
tification card was gone, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Gym rat!
Some jerk stole a wom-

an’s bag with her wallet in-
side from a gym locker on 
Duffield Street on Feb. 9, po-
lice said.

The woman told cops she 
left her Michael Kors plum-
colored purse inside an un-
locked locker at the gym near 
Fulton Street around 12:30 
pm, and when she went to 
get it a few hours later, her 
bag with her wallet, makeup, 
and headphones was missing, 
according to a report.

Picked a pocket
A punk stole a woman’s 

wallet from her jacket pocket 
while she was inside a Liv-
ingston Street transit building 
on Feb. 10, cops said. 

The woman told police she 
went to the bathroom inside 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority building be-
tween Smith and Hoyt streets 
around 10 am and left her wal-
let inside her coat pocket, and 

when she returned for her coat 
at 1:50 pm, the wallet con-
taining her credit and debit 
cards, and her Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity pass, was gone.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Stop and steal
Cops cuffed two teens who 

they said punched a guy in 
the face and stole his phone 
and money on Vanderbilt Av-
enue on Feb. 5.

The 37-year-old victim told 
police he was biking home 
after work near Gates Ave-
nue around 10:30 pm when 
one suspect socked him in 
the face, sending him to the 
ground. Three other suspects 
then started kicking him be-
fore grabbing his phone, $200, 
and bike keys, authorities 
said. 

Police caught and arrested 
two, but the rest of the sus-
pects are still on the loose, 
officials said.

Liquor louts
Authorities arrested two 

people on Feb. 6 for swiping 

a bottle of liquor from a store 
on Flatbush Avenue several 
days earlier on Jan. 26. 

An employee told officials 
the pair of suspects came into 
the liquor store near Lafayette 
Avenue with their kids, took 
a bottle of Opera Bonfadini 
Rose off the shelf, and ran out 
of the store around 6 pm.

One of the suspects pulled 
out a screwdriver when the 
worker tried to stop him, ac-
cording to a report.

Street scuffle 
Three nogoodniks as-

saulted a guy and stole his wal-
let and phone on Fulton Street 
on Feb. 9, police said. 

The victim told police he 
was walking towards the 
subway near Clermont Av-
enue around 11:50 pm when 
the three malefactors started 
punching and kicking him, 
and grabbed his wallet, Blu-
etooth headset, society-se-
curity card, cash, and debit 
cards, before fleeing down 
Fulton Street.

Jewel thief  
Some crook stole a wom-

an’s watch and jewelry from 
her Ashland Place apartment 
sometime between Dec. 24 
and Jan. 15, cops said.

The woman reported to 
police on Feb. 7 that some 
punk took her Rolex watch 
and gold-hoop earrings from 
her apartment near Myrtle Av-
enue.

Where’s my car?
A baddie drove off with 

a woman’s car parked on 
Saint Edwards Street some-
time overnight on Feb. 7, po-
lice said. 

The woman told cops she 
left her 2008 Lincoln parked 
near Auburn Place around 8 
pm on Feb. 7, and when she 
went back to get it the next day 
at 11 am, it was gone. 

Party foul
A punk stole a woman’s 

wallet and phone while she 
was at a party on Flushing 
Avenue on Feb. 11, police 
said.

The woman told authorities 
she was at the gathering inside 
the Navy Yard around 2 am 
when some guy came up to 
her and said she dropped her 
passport and New York iden-
tification card before hand-
ing them back to her.

And when she checked for 
her wallet, it and the credit 
cards inside were gone, along 
with her iPhone, cops said. 

— Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Blinded by love
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say stole a teddy bear 
from a pharmacy on Smith 
Street on Feb. 13.

Police said they observed 
the suspect leave the store be-
tween Union and President 
streets with the large white 
teddy bear at 1:14 pm on the 
day before Valentine’s Day 
without paying for it. Author-
ities arrested the 28-year-old 
man and charged him with 
petty larceny.

Phone pilfer
A miscreant robbed a 

woman while she was walk-
ing on Clinton Street and talk-
ing on her cellphone on Feb. 
12.

The 51-year-old victim said 
she was near First Place and 
speaking on the phone around 
8:40 p.m. when the unknown 
man whipped out a box cut-
ter and told her “give me ev-
erything you have.” She then 
gave the thief her iPhone 6s 
and $200 in cash, before the 
man fled on Clinton Street 
towards Court Street.

Police said they did not 
find the thief after search-
ing the area.

Bar blues
A jerk walked off with a 

woman’s bag while she was 
breaking up a fight in a bar on 
Van Brunt Street on Jan. 28.

The 42-year-old victim said 
she left her purse on a seat at 
the bar near Pioneer Street at 
1 am and went to try and stop 
a dispute that was happening. 
However, when she returned 
at 3:40 am, her bag containing 
her driver’s license and a Cap-
ital One debit card was gone, 
officials reported.

Police said someone at-
tempted to withdraw money 
using the card at an automated-
teller machine the next day.

Cosmetics bust
Officers arrested a man who 

they said tried to steal makeup 
from a Smith Street pharmacy 
on Feb. 13.

A security guard at the phar-
macy near Warren Street said 
he saw a man put a variety of 
cosmetic items, including lip 
balm and nail polish, into his 
jacket before trying to leave 
without paying. The guard 
stopped the man and held him 
until cops came.

Police arrested the 30-year-
old and charged him with 
petty larceny.  

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Photo con
A con artist swindled a man 

out of $100 by threatening to 
release a nude photo the vic-
tim sent via Facebook messen-
ger on Feb. 7. 

The low life threatened the 
victim online while the man 
was at school between Third 
and Fourth avenues around 
12:30 pm on Feb. 7, saying he 
would send the photo to the 
man’s school and work, and 

demanding $1,500 to stop the 
spread. 

The man instead sent $100 
to the perp — who police dis-
covered was in West Africa’s 
Ivory Coast — via West-
ern Union, but the good-for-
nothing then contacted the man 
through a second phone num-
ber to demand $200.

Roof stomper
Police arrested a miscre-

ant who stomped on the roof 
of another man’s 2001 Nissan 
Maxima on 51st Street on Feb. 
6, causing hundreds of dollars 
worth of damage to the car.

The man stomped on the 
roof between Third and Fourth 
avenues around 7 pm, and po-
lice arrested him the same day, 
according to a report.

Build site rip-off
A thief stole more than 

$4,500 worth of equipment 
at a 33rd Street construction 
site some time between Feb. 
7 and 8 by removing a lock to 
the front gate and breaking two 
locks on tool containers, ac-
cording to authorities.

The theft occurred between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 
some point between 5 pm on 
Feb. 7 and 7 am the follow-
ing day.

The perp stole two saws, 
a screw gun, a hammer drill, 
and a building laser, officers 
said.

Bagged it 
A thief stole a woman’s de-

signer bag and $4,350 worth of 
valuables inside it from within 
her 2009 Jeep Patriot that she 
parked on Third Avenue on 
Feb. 9, cops said. 

The good-for-nothing made 
the move at some point between 
1 and 7 pm, when the car was 
parked between 29th and 30th 
streets. The perp stole the wom-
an’s MacBook laptop, a watch 
worth $2,500, Ugg boots, and 
her pricey Marc Jacobs bag. 

The woman did not remem-
ber if she left her doors un-
locked, according to police.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cold call 
A con artist swindled an 

86th Street resident out of 
$7,500 on Feb. 8 by pretend-
ing to be a rep from the In-
ternal Revenue Service, cops 
said.

The thief called the victim, 
who lives near Shore Road, be-
tween 12:40 and 1 am and re-
quested that he go to Best Buy, 
put $6,000 on gift cards, and 
give the crook the cards’ pin 
numbers over the phone. 

The victim did that, and 
then the nogoodnik demanded 
an additional $4,500 in Tar-
get gift cards, which the vic-
tim handed over. But when the 
swindler demanded another 
$8,000, the man refused, hung 
up, and contacted the police. 

— Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A shooter killed a 
26-year-old man in Crown 
Heights before dawn on 
Feb. 9, within walking dis-
tance of a grisly stabbing 
that left two people dead in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 
the night of Feb. 7.

Police found victim Thi-
erno Barry bleeding from 
gunshot wounds to his face 
and torso on Montgomery 
Street, around the corner 
from his home at Bedford 
Avenue’s Ebbets Fields 
apartment complex, at 
3:12 am, cops said.  

Paramedics rushed the 
man to Kings County Hos-
pital, where doctors de-
clared him dead, accord-
ing to authorities.

No arrests were made 
following the early-morn-
ing shooting, and an inves-
tigation is ongoing, cops 
said.

Barry’s slaying came 
less than two days af-

ter the brutal stabbing of 
59-year-old Hazel Brown 
and 65-year-old Stephen-
son Bonaparte, who were 
fatally slashed at their Win-
throp Street home between 
Nostrand and Rogers av-
enues.

Police discovered the 
victims with multiple stab 
wounds after responding to 
a 911 robbery call at 6:41 
pm, officials said.

Brown was pronounced 
dead at the scene, and med-
ics rushed Bonaparte to 
nearby Kings County Hos-
pital — located less than 
two blocks from the stab-
bing — but ultimately ar-
rived too late, and phy-
sicians pronounced him 
dead, authorities said.

The pair’s attacker also 
remains on the lam, accord-
ing to cops, who said their 
investigation is ongoing.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding these in-
cidents is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477.

More bloodshed
Man shot dead just days 
after brutal stabbing

ation center and should have 
an update on that program-
ming soon,” she said.

The agency is also install-
ing new bleachers, planters, 
and adult fitness equipment 
around the track as part of the 
$4-million revamp funded by 
the mayor’s office, accord-
ing to the spokeswoman, who 
said the rest of McCarren Park 
will still be open while the 
track and field are under con-
struction.
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By Julianne Cuba
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T
his is a locally sourced dystopia!’

A pair of Brooklyn comedians have 
put a peppy musical spin on the dys-

topian television series “The Handmaid’s 
Tale,” and moved its story to the hip Bor-
ough of Kings. The Hulu series, based on 
Margaret Atwood’s novel about a world 
where the few fertile women are forced 
to become sexual servants, often features 
emotionally devastating rape scenes, but 
“Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical,” playing 
at the Bell House on March 8, drops them 
in favor of laughs and dance numbers, said 
one of its creators.

“We lighten up a lot of those things. Part 
of the reason we wanted to do this is watch-
ing the show is so hard, through humor and 
satire it makes it less of a taxing experience 

for women to watch,” said Marcia Belsky, 
who lives in Bushwick and co-wrote the 
parody with Greenpoint comedian Melissa 
Stokoski. “We wanted to make it a little 
less rapey for our purposes.”

The bleak nature of the show makes it 
especially funny that it would be adapted 
into a musical, just like recent lighthearted 
Broadway shows “Groundhog Day: the Mu-
sical” and “Spongebob Squarepants: the 
Musical,” said the writers.

“We were watching ‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale” together and joking about how ev-
erything becomes a musical, and how it 
would be funny if ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ did 
because it’s so dark,” said Belsky. 

Belsky and Stokoski re-imagined the sto-
ry’s main character, a handmaiden named 
Offred, as a 20-something millennial who 
loses her job as a barista, and they traded the 
restrictions imposed by its theocratic army, 

such as women being forbidden to read or 
move about freely, for more lighthearted 
modern-day travesties, said Belsky. 

“Offred starts out as sort of typical mu-
sical theater heroine, naive and starry-eyed, 
excited to move to New York,” she said. 
“We sort of rewrite, for our own parody 
purpose, what a coup of this nature would 
look like: our social media taken away, my 
Sephora points went to zero — what would 
it look like for us?”

And what better place to set a dysto-
pian society than hipster Brooklyn, she 
asked herself. 

“We basically looked at shows like ‘Girls’ 
— pretty much every millennial female story 
takes place in Brooklyn, so why not ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale?’ ” said Belsky. 

The musical also mashes up the charac-
ters from the series with real world figures 
and parodies of other television shows. Au-

tocratic figure Aunt Lydia, for instance, who 
trains the handmaids to become submissive 
servants, is reinvented as Aunt Betsy De-
vos, named for Trump’s Secretary of Ed-
ucation. Another character is named Rory 
Gilmore, after the lead character from “The 
Gilmore Girls,” said Belsky. 

“It’s really hard to disassociate her 
from that character that we loved in mid-
dle school,” she said.

Both Belsky and Stokoski see the show 
as an opportunity to comment on serious 
topics through a comedic lens, such the 
men’s rights movement. The show’s coup is 
led by “Commander Fred” who convinces 
his fellow men’s rights activists that femi-
nists are conspiring to make them hate their 
own penises. Fred strikes back by singing 
“I Love My Dick,” said Belsky.

“We try to not make anything too on 
the nose,” she said.

Oh, bee-hive!

This workshop has a lot of buzz!
A rooftop farm in the Brooklyn Navy Yard 

will teach urbanites the secret to raising bees 
and harvesting their honey while in a crowded 
borough. And those who take the “Introduction 
to Beekeeping” class at the Brooklyn Grange 
on Feb. 18 may learn something from the way 
the industrious insects work together, said one 
of the farm’s founders.

“They all work collaboratively to the benefit 
of the organism,” said Anastasia Plakias. “In a 
city like New York, it can feel like we’re work-
ing against each other.”

Brooklyn Grange keeps 30 beehives at differ-
ent rooftop locations throughout the city, and its 
bee classes are among its most popular events, 
said Plakias. The class on Feb. 18 is designed for 
those who are totally new to the subject, cover-
ing bee anatomy, their role in the environment, 
and how much outdoor space you need to keep a 
beehive — which is less than you might think, 
said its teacher.

“Four by four feet is enough space to keep a 
beehive,” said Carin Zinter, a professional bee-
keeper. “It’s not space intensive.”

Bees also require a source of fresh water near 
the hive, she said, and beekeepers must regis-
ter their hives with the New York City Depart-
ment of Health.

Bees are dormant for the winter, so the beekeep-
ing season in Brooklyn typically begins in April. 
But those seeking sweet returns must be patient, 
said Zinter — beekeepers usually harvest honey 
in the fall of the year after starting the hive. Dur-
ing the first year, the hive will need all its honey 
as a food source to survive the winter. 

Those who do not keep bees can still support 
the busy buzzers by buying local, said Zinter.

“If you buy local honey, it supports local bee-
keepers,” she said. “People sometimes don’t think 
about where the honey they buy comes from.”

Brooklynites can also support the green spaces 
that bees need, said Zinter.

“Rooftop farms, gardens, parks. Support these 
spaces anyway you can,” she said.

Zinter and Brooklyn Grange have a bee in 
their bonnet about the honey producers, bee-
cause bees pollinate a wide variety of the veg-
etables and fruits that humans eat.

“They’re out there pollinating our food and 
plants,” said Plakias. “They’re critical to the 
ecosystem.”

“Introduction to Beekeeping” at Brooklyn 
Grange (63 Flushing Ave. at Clinton Avenue in 
Fort Greene, www.brooklyngrangefarm.com]. 
Feb. 18 at 11 am. $45.  — Adam Lucente

WO R KS H O P

How Sweet Tits is!
A lesbian punk rock quartet will offer a 

sneak peek at the vulgar, hilarious songs from 
its upcoming album during a concert at Fred-
dy’s Bar on Feb. 17. The Brooklyn band Sweet 
Tits, which blends high musical talent and low-
brow humor, models itself on the fictitious Brit-
ish heavy metal band Spinal Tap, according to 
its lead singer. 

“If I could write a song even half as good as 
‘Big Bottom’ in my lifetime, I’d retire happy,” 
said Lola Rocknrolla, who lives in 

In addition to Lola Rocknrolla, on vocals and 
saxophone, the band includes Alicia Godsberg on 
guitar, Sandy “Candee” Brockwell on bass, and 
Kiki Barrera on drums. All are skilled musicians, 
and several also have a background in improv 
comedy. The band started in 2013 with a simple 
ambition: to pick up chicks, said Lola.

“Alicia was heartbroken over her ex-girlfriend 
and I was dealing with my wife leaving, so we 
started this crazy band to attract chicks who’d 
show us their boobs, and throw their underwear 
at us,” she said.

The band played its first show at New York 
City Pride, and were slightly chagrined to see 
a 12-year-old girl head-banging to their profan-
ity-laden songs. Still, Pride remains the band’s 
favorite gig. With hits including “Your Pussy 
Just Blew My Mind,” the band often plays at gay 
bars and burlesque spots in Manhattan, but its 
Brooklyn home is Freddy’s, a quirky dive bar 
renowned for its tater tots, said Lola. 

“It’s got a great vibe; we play there every 
New Year’s Eve,” she said. “Alicia proposed to 
her now-wife there two years ago to the song 
‘Disco Pussy,’ a sort of love song to vaginas. 
They got married [at Freddy’s], and we all ate 
tater tots at their wedding.”

The band is currently working on its second 
album, “The Tits Keep on Comin.’ ” Candee said 
that her favorite song on the album is “Chopper 
Punk Rocker,” a love song to her dog, while Lola 
favors “Sleep With the Band,” which recounts the 
band’s origin story. Guitarist Alicia especially en-
joys shredding on the tune “Fisting on the First 
Date,” but they all agree that the vulgar ode to a fe-
male body part “C---” is their current favorite.

“Most of our music is really stupid,” said Lola. 
“We vow to be the dumbest band in Brooklyn, 
if not in the world.” 

Sweet Tits at Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131, www.freddysbar.com). 
Feb. 17 at 10:30 pm. Free. — Winnie McCroy

Band of boobs
M U S I C

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

H
ail to the chiefs!

President George Wash-
ington will don his pow-

dered wig and cross the Gow-
anus to join 44 other Presidents 
of the United States onstage 
for a comedy show next week. 
The duo behind “Every Presi-
dent Ever: Together Again,” at 
Littlefield on Feb. 21, hope the 
show will help Brooklynites to 
understand the men behind the 
monuments.

“I hope it takes these peo-
ple out of the history books a 

little bit,” said co-creator Kate 
Villa, who will also play Teddy 
Roosevelt. “That was definitely 
our goal, seeing these people as 
humans for the first time instead 
of just portraits. They look very 
stoic, inhuman, difficult to relate 
to when you see them as por-
traits, and I think bringing them 
into the modern day is a fun way 
to engage with history.” 

During the show, 45 comedi-
ans will each portray one of the 
chief executives, wearing a cos-
tume of their own making and 
performing a one-minute sketch 
that showcases that president’s 
personality. The performers drew 

their president out of a hat, said 
the show’s creators, to avoid 
competition over who would 
play Abraham Lincoln, and so 
that someone will play 13th pres-
ident Millard Fillmore. 

Villa and co-creator Alexan-
dria Iona, who will play James 
Madison, came up with the idea 
last fall, after reading “The 

Complete Book of U.S. Presi-
dents,” a nearly 1,000-page tome 
that explores the lives and per-
sonality of the presidents. From 
the book, they learned that Pres-
ident Obama loves “Harry Pot-
ter, doing the dishes, and choco-
late — but hates ice cream,” said 
Iona, and that Jimmy Carter is a 
speed-reader who can read more 

than 2,000 words a minute.
President Trump will also 

make an appearance at the 
show, but the Tweeter-in-
chief will get no more time 
than a member of the pow-
dered-wig brigade, said the 
creators. However, there is 
something special planned for 
the 60-second Trump imper-

sonation — it will double as a 
fund-raiser for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, though 
the exact details will remain a 
surprise until the show.

Diving into the history books 
to research the show gave its 
creators a welcome escape from 
the daily stress of political head-
lines, said Iona, and it helped to 
give them a non-partisan view 
of history. 

“Going back and reading 
about things we didn’t know 
about presidents from yester-
year has been fun and educa-
tional, because we’re not deal-
ing with it from day-to-day,” 
she said. “It’s non-political, and 
more personality based: stuff 
they liked to do, who they hung 
out with, weird stuff they said. 
It’s more light and surprising, 
and it’s been a fun journey dis-
covering some very silly things 
about these guys.”

’Maid in Brooklyn
Parody musical sets ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ in Kings County

The haul of 
presidents
It’s a parade of power

Blessed be the fruit: Comedians Melissa Stokoski and Marcia Belsky created and perform in a musical parody version of the bleak television series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
at the Bell House on March 8.
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“Every President Ever” at 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefi eldnyc.com). Feb. 21 
at 9 pm. $8.
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Dynamic duo: Kate Villa and Alexandria Iona, the creators of the “Every President 
Ever” show at Littlefield, will play Teddy Roosevelt and James Madison, respectively.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 16

Jugs not 
drugs
This music really 
blows! The two-day 
“Mid-Winter Jug 
Band Rendezvous” 
kicks off tonight with 
a performance from 
Brooklyn’s Queens of 
Everything (pictured), 
and continues with a 
dozen international 
old-timey acts that 
use empty jugs and 
washboards in addi-
tion to guitars and 
fiddles. 

8 pm at the Jalopy 
Theatre (315 Columbia St. 
between Woodhull Street 
and Hamilton Avenue in 
Red Hook, www.jalopy-
theatre.org). $15.

SATURDAY
Feb. 17

Out of time
In his one-man show 
“Emergency,” about a 
slave ship from the 
1700s that mysteri-
ously appears in mod-
ern-day New York 
Harbor, actor Daniel 
Beaty takes on more 
than 40 roles, includ-
ing reporters, baffled 
academics, and black 
militants, in an exami-
nation of African-
American life and 
what freedom means. 

8 pm at Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush ave-
nues Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. $30.

SUNDAY
Feb. 18

Worked up
Comedian Anna 
Roisman has found 
the silver lining of 
being out of work — 
lounging around the 
house in pajamas all 
day! She spreads the 
day-drinking gospel 
of the under-
employed on her 
Facebook live talk 
show “ The 
Unemployed Show ,” 
but tonight she 
leaves her 
Williamsburg apart-
ment to present a 
live version. 
3 pm at Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush ave-
nues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org]. $25.

TUESDAY
Feb. 20

Poo guru
The expert of excre-
ment delivers his lec-
ture “How the Potty 
Trained Us” tonight. 
His talk will be flush 
with knowledge 
about the quirks of 
the human digestive 
system, and how reg-
ular placement of 
public potties can 
improve a city’s 
health and hygiene. 

6:30 pm at the Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University (1 University 
Plaza at Dekalb Avenue 
Downtown, www.kumble-
theater.org). Free.

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 21

’Toon in
The winner of the 
Oscar pool is deter-
mined by those minor 
categories, so up your 
chances by watching 
the Oscar-nominated 
Animated Short Films, 
screening all this week 
at Nitehawk. The nom-
inees include Kobe 
Bryant’s “Dear Basket-
ball” (pictured), the 
stop-motion “Nega-
tive Space,” Pixar’s 
“Lou,” the fairy tale 
“Revolting Rhymes” 
and the photorealistic 
“Garden Party.” 

10:10 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $12.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 16
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE”: Por-

traiture and stories of the 20-plus 
remaining US-held political prisoners 
jailed for their activism in the black 
liberation movements of the 1960s 
and 1970s; from artist Sophia Daw-
son. Free. Noon–6 pm. Okay Space 
Gallery (281 N. Seventh Street, 
between Havemeyer Street and 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg). 

DINING, DUCLAW BREWING TAST-
ING EVENT: DuClaw brings its stout, 
porter, IPA, ale, and lager for you 
to sample. Free. 6–8 pm. Prospect 
Heights Beer Works [648 Washing-
ton Ave. between Dean and Bergen 
streets in Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–2337], www.phbeerworksny.
com. 

DINING, CHINESE NEW YEAR CEL-
EBRATION: Welcome the Year of 
the Dog at the Museum of Food 
and Drink. Check out its exhibit on 
Chinese-American restaurants, and 
sample beer and traditional Chinese 
New Year dishes . $25. 6 pm. Mu-
seum of Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–2845]. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: A musical 
by the Tony Award-winning authors 
of “Falsettos, “inspired by William 
Finn’s own near-death experience. 
$25 ($20 children and seniors). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, ANTIBALAS: The Brooklyn Af-
robeat band plays with opening act 
Here Lies Man. $20 ($17 in advance). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “THE BROBOT JOHNSON 
EXPERIENCE”: A sci-fi  hip-hop solo 
concert and concept piece about the 
origins of a future race of Hip-Hop 
androids. $20–$25. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between Irving 
and Wykoff avenues in Bushwick), 
www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, SAMEER GUPTA: With Bran-
dee Younger Trio. $20–$30. 8:00 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, STARCRAWLER: The youth-
ful Los Angeles rock band brings its 
frenetic, blood-spouting live show 
to Rough Trade. With opening acts 
Dr. Danny and Sundown Club. $14 
($12 in advance). 9 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.rought-
radenyc.com. 

SAT, FEB. 17
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FACTORY 

TOUR!: Join Kings County Distillery 
on a tour and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the past and the 
resurgence of the industry today. 
$20. 4:30 pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard 
at BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave. at 
Carlton Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
907–5932], www.bldg92.org. 

MUSIC, A CELEBRATION OF BLACK 
COMPOSERS: The Altino Brothers 
perform with the Altino Chorale to 
perform spirituals, art songs, and in-
spirational music. $30. 5 pm. Bridge 
Street African Methodist Episcopal 
Church [277 Stuyvesant Ave. in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 452–3936], 
www.bridgestreetbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, GRL PWR: Featuring Abby T., 
Grace London, Kate Cunningham, 
Nerika, Moollz, Dana McCoy, and 
Emrose. A portion of the proceeds 
will go to the Time’s Up Legal De-
fense Fund. $10. 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint), www.
bkbazaar.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 16. 

FAMILY, “THE PRINCE AND THE 
MAGIC FLUTE”: This marionette 
production is adapted for children 
by Nicolas Coppola from Mozart’s 
opera and is set in mystical Egypt. 
$11 ($10 kids). 12:30 pm and 2:30 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB. 16
COMEDY, KATT WILLIAMS: $65–

$130. 8 pm.

SAT, FEB. 17
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT R&B SUPER 

JAM: Featuring Bobby Brown, 
Bell Biv Devoe, Blackstreet, and 
more. $81–$156. 8 pm.

MON, FEB. 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V MINNESOTA WILD: $20–
$350. 1 pm.

THU, FEB. 22
THEATER, MARVEL UNIVERSE 

LIVE: $15–$95. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 23
THEATER, MARVEL UNIVERSE 

LIVE: $15–$95. 11 am, 3 pm, 7 
pm.

SAT, FEB. 24
THEATER, MARVEL UNIVERSE 

LIVE: $15–$95. 11 am, 3 pm, 7 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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Bell of the ball: The “Ladies Night R&B Super Jam” at Bar-
clays Center on Feb. 17 will have an all-star lineup that in-
cludes 1990s New Jack Swing band Bell Biv Devoe.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

s 
/ 

C
hr

is
 P

iz
ze

llo

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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KENNY 
BARRON

Sat, Feb 24 at 8pm

Tickets: $35

An evening of S O L O  J A Z Z  P I A N O

11-TIME GRAMMY NOMINEE

“One of the 
T O P J A Z Z  P I A N I S T S  

in the world.”
— Los Angeles Times

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

One University Plaza, Brooklyn

KUMBLE THEATER AT LIU BROOKLYN 
(Flatbush Ave between DeKalb and Willoughby)

Q R  or to DeKalb Ave

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

$5$5,$5,$5,$ ,,000000000000 mi mi m m nimni um m depdepdepdepppposiososiososittttt

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s just a god from Brook-
lyn. The Norse god Thor 
will do battle with his 

villainous brother Loki at 
Barclays Center next week, 
alongside a longbox-worth of 
Marvel superheroes, includ-
ing Spider-Man, Brooklyn kid 
Captain America, the Guard-
ians of the Galaxy, and Doctor 
Strange. The live-action show 
“Marvel Universe Live: Age 
of Heroes,” running for nine 
performances starting on Feb. 
25, is so filled with stunts, ac-
tion, and special effects that 
it leaves the Marvel films be-
hind, said the Bedford-Stuyve-
sant actor who portrays the 
God of Thunder.

“There’s a lot of combat, a 
lot of cool special effects. It’s 
a stunt show — if anything, 
it’s more like an action movie, 
but live in front of you,” said 
Gjermund Gjesme, who grew 
up in Norway, just like his 

mythical character. He moved 
to the borough of Kings in 
2014, after two years in the 
Norwegian military — a job 
he said helped prepare him 
for his onstage fights.

“It definitely helps with my 
mental toughness, being able 
to be fierce and ready to deal 
with how hard it is to rehearse 

a production like this,” he said. 
“But I thought in my mind, if 
I’m getting a role in this pro-
duction, it’ll be Thor.” 

To portray the stormy de-
ity, Gjesme must don an elab-
orate, colorful costume that 
enhances his already impres-
sive physique — but which 
makes the action a little more 
difficult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, hel-
met, and cape — it makes it 
extra challenging to perform 
the stunts, but it makes it look 
even cooler if you can do it,” 
said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor and 

his buddies team up to wrestle 
control of a mystical McGuf-
fin back from Loki, the God of 
Mischief, who plans to use its 
power to rule the world. The 
super-battles include a large en-
semble of battle fighters, who 
wear about 100 outfits between 
them, according to costume 
designer Mark Koss. The su-
perheroes’ super-sized bodies 
made dressing them a special 
challenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really diffi-
cult and wonderful parts of 
this show was how to create 
costumes that really could 
be active and move, are re-
ally durable and cool for au-
dience members to watch,” 
he said. “They aren’t humans 
and therefore don’t have hu-
man proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and 
Groot, from the Guardians 
of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in 
the show, respectively, and the 
producers put the characters 
on stage next to each other to 
emphasize their size differ-
ences, Koss said. 

“We tried to find the short-
est actor we could to play 
Rocket and then dealt with 
the proportions,” said Koss, 
who added that Groot towers 
eight feet high thanks to two-
foot stilts built into his outfit. 
“Rocket is always next to Groot 
to make Rocket feel shorter 
and Groot feel taller.” 

Super brawl!
Marvel heroes fi ght forces of evil

The good fight: Brooklyn actor Gjermund Gjesme, left, plays the Norse god Thor, who joins Captain Amer-
ica, the Black Widow, and a host of other heroes in the stunt show “Marvel Universe Live.”
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“Marvel Universe Live!” 
at Barclays Center (620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com). Feb. 22–24 
at 7 pm, Feb. 23–24 at 
11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 
25 at noon and 4 pm. 
$19–$120.

N E R D S

I am Groot: I am Groot. I 
am Groot? I am Groot!
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Bad Seed Brooklyn Taproom [585 Franklyn Ave. between Pacifi c Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 975–0690, www.badseedhardcider.
com]. Open Wed–Sun, 2 pm–midnight; Mon–Tue, closed. 

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave. at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

EVENT, FREE FITNESS AND 
FUN: A weekly full body 
workout of low-impact aero-
bic, with African and world 
dance movements. Free. 2 
pm. Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DERBYTAUNT: 
Gotham Girls Roller Derby 
start-of-season party. 
$15–$20. 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, NOT YOUR BABE: 
A Galentine’s Day comedy 
show about periods, featur-
ing Sasheer Zamata, Sydnee 
Washington, Zilla Vodnas, 
and more. A portion of pro-
ceeds Red Dot, a menstrual 
health group. $20. 9 pm. 
New Women Space (188 
Woodpoint Rd. at Skillman 
Avenue in Greenpoint), bit.
ly/RDGalentines. 

SUN, FEB. 18
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

A zany ensemble of pro-
fessional actors presents 
improvisational theatre as 
a competitive sport. $10 
(Free for adults). 12 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

FILM, “THE GODDESS”: The 
1934 Chinese silent fi lm gets 
a live score from Min Xiao-
Fen. $20 ($15 in advance). 4 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

THE MUSIC OF DAVE MAT-
THEWS BAND: The Rock 
and Roll Playhouse presents 
the bland music of the ’90s 
for kids. $12 (Free for chil-
dren under 1). 11:30 am. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MON, FEB. 19
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 

AND SPOKEN WORD: 
Poet Cyrus Aaron performs 
in front of artist Sophia 
Dawson’s paintings of 
imprisoned Black Panther 
leaders. Free. 7 pm. Okay 
Space Gallery (281 N. Sev-
enth Street, between Have-
meyer Street and Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg). 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: The 
Monday-night comedy 
show hosted by Jo Fires-
tone, Aparna Nancherla, 

and Maeve Higgins wel-
comes rising stars of com-
edy. $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy features Hari 
Kondabolu, Dekunle So-
made, Peggy O’Leary, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

TUES, FEB. 20
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE”: 

Noon–6 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 16. 

TALK, “HOW THE POTTY 
TRAINED US”: Shawn Shaf-
ner unearths the origins 
of our current bathroom 
taboos and exposes how 
current sanitary practices 
threaten our health, envi-
ronment, and the 40% of 
the world still living without 
safe toilets. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

FILM, LITFILM: The Brooklyn 
Public Library launches its 
festival of fi lms about writ-

ers. Filmmaker and novel-
ist Rebecca Miller (Arthur 
Miller’s daughter) delivers 
the keynote address. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

MUSIC, “OYSTER”: An experi-
mental opera about blues 
and folk music archivist 
Alan Lomax, who used early 
computer technologies to 
analyze sung music from 
around the world. $25 ($20 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

WED, FEB. 21
FILM, “ARTHUR MILLER, 

WRITER”: Director Rebecca 
Miller creates a personal 
portrait of her father — 
master playwright Arthur 
Miller — built around im-
promptu interviews shot 
over many years in the fam-
ily home. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

EVENT, “SPIRITS IN THE STU-
DIO”: Brooklyn Paranormal 
Society is hosting a free 
paranormal investigation 
at Douglass Recording in 
Gowanus. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Douglass Recording (332 

Douglass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.bkps.co. 

MUSIC, BACK TO ‘BACK IN 
BLACK’: Soul band Remem-
ber Jones recreates Amy 
Winehouse’s 2006 album. 
$12. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 16. 

MUSIC, “OYSTER”: 8 pm. See 
Tuesday, Feb. 20. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase welcomes Aparna 
Nancherla, Matteo Lane, 
Hari Kondabolu, and David 
Drake. $10 ($5 in advance). 9 
pm. The Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, FEB. 22
TALK, “WHICH WAY IN 

KOREA?”: An evening of 
dialogue and discussion 
about North and South 
Korea, sponsored by Brook-
lyn For Peace. Free. 7 pm. 
Commons Cafe [388 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 624–5921], brooklyn-
peace.org. 

READING, SONIA SAN-
CHEZ CELEBRATION: The 
National Coalition of 100 
Black Women honors Sonia 
Sanchez with an evening 
of social justice–infused 
poetry and spoken word 
performances. $25. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, LIVE COLLAGE WORK-
SHOP: The Brooklyn Col-
lage Collective and the 
Bushwick Print Lab will 
answer questions and give 
tips on collage and print 
making. Material and and 
tools will be provided. $25. 
7 pm. Bushwick Print Lab 
[1717 Troutman St., #204, at 
Seneca Avenue in Bushwick, 
(845) 258–7320], brooklyn-
collagecollective.com. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: The-
ater 2020 presents Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical about 
fi gures who tried to take 
out U.S. Presidents. $40 
($30 seniors and students). 
8 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], https://www.
sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 16. 

MUSIC, LOLA KIRKE: With 
Breanna Barbara, Swoon 
Lake, Hannah Read, and 
Pom Pom Squad. $10–$12. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. between 

Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Green-
point), www.bkbazaar.com. 

DANCE, “BECOMING 
BAIRA”: A voyeuristic peer 
into the lives, experiences, 
and perspectives of chore-
ographers Shaina Branfman 
and Bryan Strimpel (now, 
Mr. & Mrs. Baira). $22 ($18 
in advance). 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
GOES PUNK!: Come-
dian Kevin Maher hosts 
this video variety show 
that looks at punk rock in 
popular culture, with special 
guest speakers. $16. 9:30 
pm. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

COMEDY, DEMETRI MARTIN: 
Stand-Up Comedy. $35. 10 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FRI, FEB. 23
DINING, OSKAR BLUES 

BREWERY TASTING 
EVENT: Sample the brew-
ery’s upcoming beers. Free. 
7–10 pm. Prospect Heights 
Beer Works [648 Washing-
ton Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

ART, THE RED ENVELOPE 
SHOW: A celebration of 
Chinese Lunar New Year, 
featuring hundreds of 
original art work on red 
envelopes by over 150 art-
ists. Traditional lion dance 
begins at 8:30 pm. Free. 7 
pm. Grumpy Bert (82 Bond 
Street between Atlantic 
Avenue and State Street in 
Downtown). 

TALK, CURRENCY: As part of 
the Reparations365 series, 
visual artists, neighbors, 
and activists gather to ex-
plore the current monetary 
system, its roots in the free 
labor of enslaved Africans, 
and how to change it. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard 
Bldg 92 (63 Flushing Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

COMEDY, BROWN TITTY 
HOUR: Comedy featur-
ing Phoebe Robinson and 
Michelle Buteau. $12 ($10 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

READING, W.E.B. DU BOIS 
NIGHT: An evening of revo-
lutionary art, music, spoken 
word, dance and food in 
celebration of W.E.B. Du 
Bois’ birthday. $30. 7:30 
pm. Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

MUSIC, “DEEP FRIED CELLO 
WITH STEAMED VOICE”: 
An experimental classical 
music performance with 
food created to compliment 
each of three sets. $35. 8 
pm. Mirror Tea House [575 
Union St., #A, between 
Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Gowanus, (917) 
909–0577], www.mirror-
inthewoods.com. 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE: 
A comedy show with free 
pizza, featuring Hari Kond-
abolu, Krystyna Hutchinson, 
Louis Katz, and more. $5–
$10. 9 pm. Big Irv’s Gallery 
(381 Hooper St. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg). 

SAT, FEB. 24
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA EM-

BRACES WINTER: A free 
concert featuring opera and 
Broadway selections. Free. 
2 pm. Vesuvio Restaurant 
(7305 Third Avenue be-
tween 73rd and 74th Streets 
in Bay Ridge), www.regi-
naopera.org. 

MUSIC, “EXCUSE ME WHILE I 
KISS THE SKY”: A Jimi Hen-
drix tribute show featuring 
Wilco’s Nels Cline. $15. 5 
pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

MUSIC, KENNY BARRON: 
One of the top jazz pianists 
in the world presents a solo 
piano show. $35. 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 
CLOSING RECEPTION: 
Sophia Dawson’s paintings 
of imprisoned Black Panther 
leaders closes with per-
formances by Chet Gold, 
Jahshua, and Geminelle. 
Free. 7 pm. Okay Space 
Gallery (281 N. Seventh 
St., between Havemeyer 
Street and Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.okay.
space).

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Black and write: While “Black Panther” is in the-
aters, Sophia Dawson’s “Correspondence” exhibit of 
paintings of imprisoned, real-life Black Panther Party 
members is on display at the Okay Space Gallery 
in Williamsburg. The artist will host a spoken-word 
event at the gallery on Feb. 19 and a closing recep-
tion on Feb. 24.
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C A R D I A C  C A R E

THE BROOKLYN HOSPITAL CENTER 

AND MOUNT SINAI HEART.

WORLD-CLASS CARE 

WHERE YOU NEED IT MOST.

121 DeKalb Avenue, Downtown Brooklyn

Call for an appointment: 718.250.8265 • tbh.org/brooklynheart

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York

               www.EliteWeightLossNY.comB Q B82B7

Let us help you drop 15-30 
Stubborn Pounds!!

Quickly, Safely, and Effectively!!

BEFORE AFTER

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

T
he other day, my bro-
ken 14-year-old looked 
up at me from the bath, 

his shattered leg hanging off 
the edge of the tub, and jag-
ged stitches exposed on his 
left arm where the plate went 
in after his horrific skiing ac-
cident. 

“I’m starting to have some 
PTSD,” he said. “I can’t stop 
thinking about it.”

My stomach dropped and 
I cleared my throat against 
the acidic taste that suddenly 
rose up.

“What part?” I asked. “The 
accident itself or…”

I didn’t go through all of 
it, the many pains and indig-
nities he’d suffered in the af-
termath of his skiing fall two 
week ago, but he got it. 

“I guess all of it?!” He 
shrugged. “What do I do?”

Ugh. Dreaded day. Being 
asked for advice on how to 
deal. I tried to throw a few 
things out there.

“Stay in the moment,” I 
said. “Meditation is about not 
looking back or forward.”

He rolled his eyes. 
“But I can’t not think about 

it, I can’t help it.”
I nodded. 
“Try to picture beautiful 

things instead,” I said. “It’s 
called ‘creative visualiza-
tion.’ ”

He started to glaze over, 
and I stopped. 

Ugh. I was really bad at 
this. As many years as I’ve 
spent working with trauma-
tized kids from shelters and 
foster care, as many different 
approaches as I’ve taken and 
hired others to take, having 
my own child suffer a trauma 
and trying to help him through 
it is tough. 

Then, like a one-two punch, 
my 16-year-old’s close friend 
died, suddenly, hit by a car 
crossing the street. I had just 
brought him to see her, in Bos-
ton. It was unfathomable, ter-
rible. It made no sense. 

Grief suddenly surrounded 
us. 

So what are the things that 
help people get through trau-
matic times? What could help 
my son?

I wrote them down:
1. Love.
I realize the very best thing 

I can do is focus on loving 
and supporting him, and to 

help him focus on all the love 
and support around him. That 
seems paramount. Some-
times, that love — shown in 
your eyes, in your touch, in 
your voice — is almost all 
you can do.

2. Listen, and don’t 
judge.

“Should” or “shouldn’t” 
is always a giveaway that 
you’re headed down a dan-
gerous path. I just needed to 
shut up and listen, for once. 
The desire to offer solutions 
to the impossible-to-answer 
question of “Why do terri-
ble things happen?” is mis-
guided. I have no answer. No 
one does. Just let him express 
himself.

3. Express, in all the mag-
nificent forms.

Words — talking, writ-
ing — can work. I sent my 
son some grieving poems I 
found online and suggested 
maybe he wanted to write one 
of his own. 

But when words don’t 

Offering help after trauma
work, there’s:

Music. Beautiful or even 
bad music, it doesn’t matter. 
Listening is good, but play-
ing music is even more ca-
thartic. Drums, tambourines, 
harmonicas, cups and spoons, 
guitars, pianos, vocals, even 
clapping of hands. There is 
something amazingly healing 
about creating rhythm that of-
fers balance and some inner 
harmony.

Art. There are pens and 
pencils and paints and cray-
ons to create visual images 
that can explicate our mind. 
There is chalk, and clay, and 
plaster and tape and candle 
wax, and beads and sticks, and 
glue and yarn. There are so 
many ways to visually, tac-
tile-y express emotions.

Movement. The body is 
an instrument of emotion, 
connected along all of its 
pathways to the mind. We 
can stretch it this way and 
that, lengthen and reach for 
the stars. We can walk along 
the crowded sidewalks, or the 
sandy beach, or deep into the 
woods. We can run fast into 
the cold wind, or jog slowly 
in the sun. We can dance. It’s 
an awesome release.

Yummy food. We’ve spent 
a small fortune on Starbucks 
Caramel Frappuccinos for 
the boy. Nothing quite like 
whipped cream to make a 
kid feel better. And then, of 
course, there are the Tate’s 
chocolate-chip cookies one set 
of grandparents has bought, 
and homemade oatmeal-rai-
sin another has sent from afar, 
and the mountain of candy and 
snacks some caring friends 
brought by.

A school counselor I spoke 
to said there isn’t a one-size-
fits-all approach to handling 
traumatic situations or grief. 
And experts agree on this one 
thing: There’s no “one thing.” 
It starts with love and listen-
ing, and the approaches that 
follow will be unique to each 
child, just like they are to us 
adults in our own approaches 
to dealing with the crazy crap 
life hands us. 

But how comfortable we 
are expressing ourselves mat-
ters.

“Modeling that emotions 
are okay is the most impor-
tant thing,” said Sean Grover, 
a New York City psychother-
apist and the author of parent-
ing guide “When Kids Call 
the Shots.”

He noted that most of us 
didn’t grow up this way be-
cause past generations tended 
to stash away difficult things. 
But Grover said learning to set 
a family tone where all feel-
ings are shared and valued 
helps kids feel less alone.

“Accept, and model, and 
listen,” he said. “That’s what 
you can do.”

Hands in prayer, all the best 
of luck to you with your own 
acceptance, modeling, and lis-
tening. 

All we can do is do our 
best.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about wet work!
Park Slopers can expect 

three years of racket, road 
closures, and parking woes 
as workers dig up neighbor-
hood streets to renovate aging 
city pipes below them.

The Department of De-

sign and Construction’s wa-
ter main–replacement proj-
ect, called  BED798 , kicked off 
on Jan. 31, and will continue 
through the summer of 2021 as 
plumbing beneath roadways 
including St. Johns Place as 
well as parts of Baltic Street 
and Flatbush and Sixth ave-
nues is revamped.

Workers will cut trenches 
through the asphalt between 
7 am and 6 pm on Mondays 
through Fridays in order to 
lay new pipes ranging from 
eight to 72 inches in diameter, 
and local car owners should 
keep an eye out for fliers an-
nouncing temporary road clo-
sures and parking restrictions, 

Water torture!
Three-year pipe-replacement project in 
Park Slope will sap parking, close streets
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according to agency spokes-
man Ian Michaels, who said 
all affected streets will re-
main accessible to pedestri-
ans throughout the job.

Residential and commer-
cial buildings on blocks where 
work is taking place will lose 
water service during certain 
periods, but the design-and-
construction department will 
alert locals in advance, and 
any interruptions will be re-
stored by the end of the work 
day during which they occur, 
Michaels said.

The pipe-replacement proj-
ect also includes the instal-
lation of combined sewers, 
catch basins, and manholes, 
in addition to reconstructing 
a triangular pedestrian plaza 
bounded by Eighth Avenue, 
Flatbush Avenue, and St. 
Johns Place.

Similar work is underway 
on plumbing beneath Leon-
ard Street in Williamsburg, 
and last week the design-and-
construction department an-
nounced it would use an in-
stallation process called “slip 
lining” — in which new, 
smaller pipes are threaded 
through larger, older ones 
— to shave one year off the 
job, which will now finish in 
2019 instead of 2020.

But that technique won’t 
work in Park Slope, Michaels 
said, because the pipes being 
replaced there are too bendy, 
making it difficult to insert 
new tubes inside them.

Any residents who want 
to contact the city about the 
water-main-replacement 
project in Park Slope can do 
so via its community liason 
Niel Patel at (347) 889–5271 
or bed798ccl@gmail.com.

The city is replacing pipes beneath St. Johns Place, Flatbush and Sixth avenues, 
and Baltic Street over the course of three years, resulting in the temporary loss 
of parking, closed streets, and loud noise.
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WHERE’S THE REMOTE?
You’ve looked under the couch, the coffee 
table and your favorite recliner. Found one 
remote, but where are the other two?

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from 
the holder.

2) Remove the dots 
from the adhesive 
backing and apply as 
needed to the back of 
your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional 
remotes to the holder 
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK

PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

Now on sale at
Db Smoke Shop 

65 Fifth Avenue,
Brooklyn, NYC

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

ment lasted between six and 
eight hours — occasionally 
stretching as long as 10–12 — 
with anywhere from 150 to 300 
“stops,” which can vary from 
quick pickups at a single mom-
and-pop to longer ordeals at 
commercial complexes with 
multiple clients. But for Ac-
tion packers, a light night re-
quires 200 to 300 stops, and a 
heavy one can mean anywhere 
from 500 to 1,000, the Action 
employee said.

“Physically I can’t work 
all those hours, it’s just way 
too much,” the anonymous 
driver said.

Another former Action Cart-
ing packer operator who also 
once drove for Waste Manage-
ment agreed that the New Jer-
sey company overworked him, 
saying he would routinely skip 
meals in order to complete his 
shift.

“I used to have 14 hours, 
and what I had to do was not 
stop for lunch — there was no 
other way I could get my route 
done. And when you couldn’t 
get your route done, the super-
visor would chastise you,” said 
Allan Henry, who now works 
as an organizer for  Teamsters 
Local 813.

And company higher-ups 
have told drivers to ignore 
traffic laws if it’ll save time, 
Henry said —  behavior  that lo-
cals routinely  document .

“I’ve been told by work-
ers who’ve been pulled into 
an office and shown a tape of 
them running lights, they tell 
them, ‘Try to stop and look 
both ways before you run the 
light, just don’t run through 
it,’ ” he said.

But instead of lightening 
truckers’ workloads by hiring 
more and shrinking their routes, 
Action honchos routinely ask 
drivers to make more stops in 
their given collection areas, the 
current employee said.  

“They should have a lot more 
drivers on the road. That elim-
inates the long hours, and the 
accidents,” the anonymous 
worker said. “But Action is do-
ing the total opposite — if there 
are three routes that are right 
next to each other, they will 
eliminate the one in the middle, 
break it in half, and add each 
half to the [two] others.”

And company bosses don’t 
seem motivated to change pro-
tocol for the good of their work-
ers, according to Henry.  

“They really don’t give a 
damn about the standard that 
they diminished,” the former 
Action employee said.

A rep for another union that 
represents Action employees — 
including Nunez, before he re-
tired shortly after hitting and 
killing Ramirez, according to 
his coworkers — called the ac-
cusations that company hon-
chos terminally overwork their 

drivers ridiculous. He added, 
however, that his group is fight-
ing to institute a shorter, five-
day work week in the next round 
of contract negotiations.

“As far as complaints or con-
cerns about excessive hours or 
the company not allowing for 
proper breaks, I find that to be 
a ludicrous accusation,” said 
Mike Hellstrom of Laborers 
Local 108.

Before any motorist can even 
hit the road inside a massive 
garbage truck, he or she must 
obtain a commercial driver’s 
license, which requires medi-
cal clearance and passing spe-
cialized written and road tests. 
Nunez did not have one, and 
Action Carting rep Ken Fry-
dman declined to comment 
on whether his bosses knew 
that, how often the company 
checks the validity of its em-
ployees’ licenses, and if Nunez 
ever got behind the wheel of an-
other truck after fatally strik-
ing Ramirez, citing an expected 
civil suit the deceased’s family 
plans to file against the carting 
company. Frydman confirmed 
that Nunez retired last year, but 
would not specify when.

Each source this newspa-
per spoke to was shocked to 
hear that Nunez was on the road 
without a valid commercial li-
cense, however, because all of 
them said Action honchos reg-
ularly check drivers’ creden-
tials, although they couldn’t say 
how often. 

“That’s a big no-no,” said the 
current driver. “They do have 
someone that monitors our li-
censes to make sure they are 
valid.”

And Borrero questioned 
how that could have even hap-
pened in the first place.

“He should never have 
been behind the wheel of that 
truck,” he said. “How did that 
fall through the cracks? They 
really dropped the ball on that 
one.”

When police found out 
Nunez was on the road without 
the proper license — a fact au-
thorities never released, which 
this newspaper confirmed after 
speaking to the Ramirez fami-
ly’s lawyer — they slapped him 
with a summons four months 
after the fatal crash. The viola-
tion Nunez received typically 
results in a $150–500 fine, ac-
cording to a New York State 
courts spokesman.

Still, hitting and killing the 
cyclist while driving without 
the correct license was not 
enough for District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez to press criminal 
charges, and the top prosecu-
tor absolved Nunez  on Jan. 9 . 

Authorities said the driver 
didn’t know he hit Ramirez 
and that they lacked the evi-
dence needed to charge Nunez, 
in part because they claimed 
there is no surveillance foot-
age of his packer truck plow-

ing into the cyclist — only clips 
showing the moments before 
and after.

But the district attorney’s 
prosecutors told the Ramirez 
family’s attorney, Michael 
Kremins, that video clips 
show Nunez’s helper riding 
on the back of the truck mo-
ments before the crash, and in-
side the cabin immediately fol-
lowing it — which the lawyer 
said doesn’t add up. An eyewit-
ness claimed to see Nunez’s 
helper in the vehicle at the time 
of the collision, according to 
police. 

This newspaper filed a Free-
dom of Information Law re-
quest on Jan. 17 for evidence 
from the fatal crash, includ-
ing video, now that the case 
is closed, but the city denied 
it, claiming the release of such 
information would “constitute 
an unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy.”

And Local 813 rep Bor-
rero, former Action driver 
Henry, and the anonymous 
employee still working for 
the company said that all of 
its trucks should be equipped 
with two cameras.

“Action has cameras 
equipped in their trucks that 
face inside in the cab and 
face out into the street,” Bor-
rero said.

Henry, who left Action in 
2014, said he remembers the 
first cameras being installed 
around 2013, and the driver 
currently employed by the 
company said its trucks are 
equipped with the technol-
ogy.

“They started putting cam-
eras in, maybe, 2013, so it’s hard 
to believe [Nunez’s] truck didn’t 
have a camera,” Henry said. 
“Anything is a possibility, but in 
my perspective, when I worked 
there, once they started using 
them, the cameras worked ev-
ery day.”

But the district attorney’s 
rep Oren Yaniv claimed the 
truck Nunez drove when he 
hit Ramirez had no cameras.  

Frydman declined to com-
ment on whether all of its trucks 
are equipped with cameras and 
how many vehicles are in its 
fleet — but last December, 
months after Nunez hit and 
killed Ramirez, another com-

pany rep claimed it would fin-
ish installing the technology in 
all of its trucks by the end of 
2017, garbage blog Waste360 
 reported . 

The Greenpoint cyclist isn’t 
the only victim of Action’s driv-
ers — at least fourteen people 
filed civil suits against the com-
pany since 2012, after collisions 
with its trucks left them either 
severely or mildly injured,  court 
records show . Five of those law-
suits were settled out of court, 
according to the records, which 
don’t specify each settlement’s 
details.

And Action’s truckers have 
hit and killed  five people , in-
cluding Ramirez, in the last de-
cade, according to multiple re-
ports. In 2008, an employee 
plowed into British tourists An-
drew Hardie and Jacklyn Tim-
mons in Manhattan, and an-
other Action trucker ran over 
24-year-old cyclist Timothy 
“TJ” Campbell in Williams-
burg later that year. And in 
2011, a driver backed over  Mark 
Chanko  in Manhattan.

Borrero said the last time 
he remembers cops cuffing an 
Action driver for a fatal col-
lision was in response to the 
2008 double fatality, when 
the employee hit and killed 
the two pedestrians after suf-
fering a seizure while behind 
the wheel.

Authorities charged the 
driver with manslaughter 
and negligent homicide be-
cause they said he chose not 
to take his medication before 
operating his vehicle and, ac-
cording to both Borrero and a 
New York Times  report , did 
not disclose his health condi-
tion when applying for a com-
mercial license.

“He falsified the medical 
exam, and he did go to jail,” 
Borrero said.

But deadly collisions are 
also devastating to those driv-
ers who don’t intend to harm 
anyone when they get behind 
the wheel, he said.

“My worst nightmare is 
having to deal with my mem-
bers in sanitation getting in-
volved in some kind of fatal-
ity,” Borrero said. “We don’t 
go out there looking to pur-
posely hit people.”

Continued from page 1

DRIVEN...

District Attorney Eric Gonzalez decided not to 
charge Action Carting driver Jose Nunez after he  
hit and killed Neftaly Ramirez while he was cycling 
home from work in Greenpoint last summer.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The district attorney charged 
a sickly motorist with reckless 
manslaughter for hitting and 
killing a man in East Flatbush 
last year, claiming the driver 
with multiple sclerosis knew 
better than to get behind the 
wheel in his condition.

“This was a preventable 
death that could have been 
avoided if the defendant had 
listened to his own doctor’s 
advice, instead he got behind 
the wheel and now an inno-
cent father is dead,” said Eric 
Gonzalez.

The 41-year-old defendant 
was in the driver’s seat of his 
2004 Nissan Pathfinder on Av-
enue A near Remsen Avenue 
around 5:20 pm on Jan. 9, 2017, 
when his neurological condi-
tion caused his leg to seize up 
on the gas pedal, sending his 
car hurtling down the street 
at a speed of at least 60 miles 
per hour, where it struck six 
vehicles before plowing into 
victim Marlon Palacios near 
Linden Boulevard about two 
blocks away.

A subsequent investigation 
revealed that the motorist’s phy-
sician told him not to drive fol-
lowing his multiple-sclerosis 
diagnosis, Gonzalez said.

The top prosecutor charged 

Driver charged with manslaughter
the defendant with second-de-
gree manslaughter, criminally 
negligent homicide, and reck-
less driving before a Supreme 
Court judge on Feb. 8, and the 
man faces up to 15 years in 
prison if convicted, Gonza-
lez said.

The ill man’s indictment 
came after two other high-pro-
file fatal collisions, in which 
drivers with suspended or ex-
pired licenses hit and killed pe-
destrians but were not charged 
with manslaughter.

Last month, Philip Monfo-
letto killed 13-year-old bike 
rider Kevin Flores in Bedford-
Stuyvesant  while behind the 
wheel of an oil truck with a 
suspended license . 

Monfoletto stayed at the 
scene, where police arrested 
him for driving with a sus-

pended license, and the next day 
Gonzalez charged him with ag-
gravated unlicensed operation 
of a vehicle, a criminal misde-
meanor. But the driver, whose 
license was suspended 9 times 
before he hit Flores, could not 
be charged with a felony, which 
can only be issued to a motor-
ist with 10 suspensions at the 
time of his or her arrest.

And  last July , 63-year-old 
Jose Nunez ran down cyclist 
Neftaly Ramirez in Greenpoint 
while driving a private cart-
ing company’s garbage truck 
that  he was not licensed to op-
erate .

But Gonzalez decided in 
January that there  was not 
enough evidence to bring 
charges against Nunez  — who 
drove off after plowing into 
Ramirez — and cops slapped 

him with a summons for op-
erating the truck without the 
correct class of license after 
their investigation determined 
the driver didn’t know he hit 
the 27-year-old.

And neither man was sub-
ject to manslaughter charges 
because driving without a li-
cense isn’t considered reck-
less under the law, according 
to a spokesman for Gonzalez, 
who said the sickly man was 
indicted because prosecutors 
believe his condition directly 
caused Palacios’s death.

“It’s not the same as driving 
with an expired classification,” 
said Oren Yaniv. “In order to 
prove manslaughter in the sec-
ond degree, you have to prove 
the conduct directly led to the 
death. The fact that [Nunez’s] 
license classification expired 

did not cause the crash.”
But unlike driving without a 

license, it is not illegal to drive 
with multiple sclerosis, Yaniv 
said. The penalties are simply 
far more severe when drivers 
with the condition kill some-
one, he said.

And if the law is what’s let-
ting unlicensed drivers off the 
hook, then it should be changed, 
according to Borough President 
Adams, who demanded stiffer 
penalties for unlicensed mo-
torists in the wake of Flores’s 
death.

“We need criminal penal-
ties for unlicensed drivers in 
deadly crashes,” the beep wrote 
on  Twitter . 

An attorney for the defen-
dant with multiple sclerosis did 
not return a request for com-
ment by press time.

Man with MS charged for ‘preventable death’ in East Flatbush crash

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It was the party of the cen-
tury!

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
packed a Downtown hotel on 
Feb. 10 to celebrate the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce’s 
100th year of boosting local 
businesses. But the organiza-
tion’s centennial gala was just 
the beginning of its next ten 
decades’ worth of work to en-

sure resilient, sustainable, and 
equitable commercial growth 
in the Kings County, its pres-
ident said.

“The centennial goes way 
beyond one night of celebrat-
ing,” said Andrew Hoan. 
“We’ve come a long way in 
the past 100 years, but we have 
a lot more work to do for the 
next 100.”

The group’s work support-
ing businesses across the bor-

ough fosters lifelong relation-
ships among its members, as 
well as bonds between them 
and other city officials, ac-
cording to one attendee who 
joined the festivities at the 
New York Marriott at the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

“It was great to see old 
friends again, especially 
the legislators,” said Domi-
nic Mascara, who works at the 
Visiting Nurse Service of New 

Celebrating service
Local leaders toast Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce at its centennial bash

York. “I’ve used the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce 
as a great tool to develop re-
lationships with so many in-

fluential people from different 
sectors and industries.”

The swanky bash in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown featured enter-

tainers who dazzled its nearly 
1,000 guests with talents in-
cluding knife-swallowing and 
snake-charming. And several 

local leaders came out to toast 
the organization on its 100th 
year, including Councilmen 
Robert Cornegy (D–Bedford 

Stuyvesant) and Mathieu Eu-
gene (D–Flatbush), Brooklyn 
Democratic Party boss Frank 
Seddio, Borough President 
Adams, and the beep’s pre-
decessors Marty Markowitz 
and Howard Golden. 

But the packed house came 
as no surprise to guests who 
have witnessed just how many 
people and companies the 
Chamber has helped in its 
century of service, accord-
ing to the publisher of Cou-
rier Life Publications.

“When you think about the 
impact the Brooklyn Cham-
ber has had in the borough, 
it makes complete sense that 
everybody would turn out,” 
said Clifford Luster, who was 
joined by Community News 
Group’s vice president of ad-
vertising Ralph D’Onofrio.

(Left) Courier Life Publications publisher Clifford Luster, Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Frank Seddio, 
Borough President Adams, and Community News Group’s vice president of advertising Ralph D’Onofrio 
were all smiles at the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce’s gala. (Right) An entertainer wowed the crowd.
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QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.

KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $449

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $549

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $399

ONLY $449

FIRM MATTRESS

FIRM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $599

ONLY $699

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $699

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $1199

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $599

ONLY $699

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $699

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $799

ONLY $899

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $899

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $1399

PRESIDENT’S
DAY SALE

Get a king mattress for a queen price 
plus a free adjustable base.

Save up to $1800

FIRST. TIME. EVER.ENDS 

TUESDAY!

PLUS

King mattress for a queen price.

Queen mattress for a twin price.

THE BIG PRICE DROP †

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

FREE $1198 VALUE
when you
spend just $500+
on a mattress.

MF20_NYC_ROP_2.16_COMMUNITY

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial 
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders 
should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base (up to an $1198 value) with select mattress purchases of $500 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on Beautyrest 
Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †The Big Price Drop: Get select king-sized mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by 
store. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. In-store savings range from $10-$700. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and 
may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. See store for details.

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM


