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Your World  — Your News

Remember when
Was this just last week? A couple cuddled up at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park during an unseasonably warm afternoon on Feb. 20, when 
temperatures neared 70 degrees as the lovebirds got cozy at the 
meadow overlooking the Manhattan Bridge.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This green space is getting licensed 
to grill!

The city is gifting McCarren Park 
with new barbecues and picnic ta-
bles ahead of the summer season so 
its patrons can finally have their per-
fectly seared burgers and a place to 
eat them, too. 

“McCarren Park is a heavily-used re-
source for many North Brooklynites,” 
said the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation’s Brooklyn Commissioner Mar-
tin Maher. “We’re excited to bring even 
more amenities to the park, and we 
know these grills and picnic tables will 
be put to good use.”

The agency is coughing up more than 
$50,000 to install nine “double-header” 
grills that hold twice the meat, fish, 
or vegetables of the standard variety, 
along with 18 picnic tables, three char-
coal-disposal bins, and two additional 
garbage containers, all of which will be 
placed in three designated areas within 
the meadow that straddles Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint, according to a spokes-
woman, who said park-goers have been 
hauling their own grilling equipment 
to the lawn for a long time.

UP IN YOUR GRILL
McCarren Park getting barbecues, picnic tables in time for summer

Charcoal Bin (x3)

Designated BBQ Area

2-Surface Grill Unit (x9)

Picnic Table (x18)

2-Yard Container (x2)

The city plans to install new grills and picnic tables in McCarren Park 
by May.
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The parks department also plans to 
solicit bids from food vendors before 
picking two to operate trucks inside 
the green space and one to set up shop 
in McCarren Park’s field house near 
its baseball diamonds this spring, the 
rep said. And the agency is working to 
arrange a meeting with the local com-
munity board before it issues any per-
mits, she said. 

The new picnic facilities will arrive 
nearly six years after  some park-goers 
begged the city to install barbecues 
in the park in 2012  — the same year 
that other locals grilled officials  over 
the installation of cooking stations in 
nearby Cooper Park on Maspeth Av-
enue , which they claimed would lead 
to pollution and violence.   

And outdoor kitchens aren’t the 
only changes coming to the green 
space roughly bounded by Manhat-
tan, Nassau, and Bedford avenues and 
Bayard, Lorimer, and N. 12th streets. 
The parks department this month will 
begin a year-long, $4-million capital 
project of  renovating of its track and 
field , which includes laying a new rub-
ber oval and an artificial-turf pitch, 
the rep said.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This old shipyard is cruising 
into its next life.

Builders are hard at work fin-
ishing five projects that will trans-
form Fort Greene’s once-industrial 
Navy Yard into a new commer-
cial hub when all are completed 
by early next year. The develop-
ments will boost the job count at 
the  nationally recognized historic 
site  by more than 10,000, bringing 
the number of workers on the cam-
pus to its highest level since the 
yard’s days as a ship-building fa-
cility, according to a honcho.

“We’re in our largest phase 
of expansion since the navy left, 
essentially since World War II,” 
said Clare Newman, the execu-
tive vice-president of the Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Development Cor-
poration, a quasi-governmental 
agency that facilitates construc-
tion projects on the site. “We’re 
going from 7,000 people working 
on the yard daily today, to between 
17,000 and 20,000 in the next two 
to three years, which is a pretty 
extraordinary surge in growth in 
such a short period.”

Here’s a look at the projects, 
which are in various stages of com-

Navy Yard just sailing along
Industry returns as massive new developments move closer to completion 

(Left) Building 77 is complete, and its new occupants — which include smoked-fish seller Russ and Daughters and suds 
maker Transmitter Brewery — are constructing workplaces within. (Right) Workers are busy constructing six new sound 
stages at Steiner Studios, where films and television shows are produced, that are set to open later this year.

Dock 72, one of the Navy Yard’s five ongoing projects, will 
house office space leased to WeWork and other tenants 
with technology and design businesses. Officials expect it 
to open in summer or fall of 2018.
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pletion, going up on the 300-acre, 
East River–facing campus:

‘Green’ manufacturing
Workers finished rehabilitat-

ing the Green Manufacturing Cen-
ter on Sixth Street between Mor-
ris Avenue and Market Street in 
2016, and its four tenants are now 
inside, with some spaces up and 
running and others in the works, 
according to Newman.

Companies already hard at work 
at the site include high-tech armor 
producer Crye Precision, which 
makes gear for the United States 
military, and a collaborative work-

space full of growing technology 
firms, New Lab.

And businesses still putting the 
finishing touches on their work-
places include gourmet coffee-
pourer Brooklyn Roasting Com-
pany, which opened in nearby 
Dumbo in 2009, and chocolat-
ier Mast Brothers, a local com-
pany that left  a bad taste in some 
Brooklynites’ mouths  in 2015 when 
foodies accused it of melting down 
other firms’ products to make its so-
called “bean-to-bar” candy.   

Building 77
Navy Yard bigwigs celebrated 

the grand reopening of its sec-
ond fully refurbished building 
last November, but tenants are 
still moving into the structure on 
Eighth Avenue between Pauld-
ing and South streets that will 
become a new center for local 
food-and-drink production upon 
their arrival.

Future occupants include the 
Manhattan-based purveyor of 
smoked fish, bagels, and cav-
iar,  Russ and Daughters , and 
beer-maker Transmitter Brew-
ery, which is moving its opera-
tion  from Queens  to a new head-
quarters inside the tower — the 

largest of the Navy Yard’s new 
developments.

And Building 77, which alone 
will boast jobs for more than 3,000 
workers when fully active, will also 
feature a public space where locals 
can come to enjoy the many deli-
cacies those laborers produce on 
its premises, Newman said. 

“What we’re trying to create 
here is a food-manufacturing hub 
where the Navy Yard can literally 
open its door to the surrounding 
community,” she said. “In a few 
months, you’ll able to come here 
and see beer getting brewed and 
babka getting baked.”    

Dock 72
The 16-story structure built 

from the ground up at 63 Flush-
ing Ave., which sits along the wa-
terfront near a stop on the  city-
wide ferry service , is set to open 
this fall, if not before, according 
to Newman.

Two-thirds of its space will 
house offices for design and tech-
nology companies and amenities 

for tenants that include an outdoor 
basketball court, rooftop confer-
ence center, and gym, she said, 
while the remaining third will be 
occupied by shared-workspace pro-
vider WeWork.

Admiral’s Row
Developers demolished  all but 

two  of the stately naval officers’ 

Changing
Brooklyn

See NAVY YARD  on page 8

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re hungry for more!
Owners of the beloved Remsen 

Street health-food store Perelandra 
temporarily shuttered its kitchen and 
juice bar to make way for a mas-
sive cooking space that will serve a 
bevy of new freshly prepared foods 
when it reopens this spring.

“This is the most significant ex-
pansion we’ve done in nearly 20 
years,” said co-owner Allison Buck-
ingham. “We’re close to tripling the 
size of the kitchen.”

The staple Brooklyn Heights 
grocer between Court and Clin-
ton streets — which opened on 
nearby Montague Street in 1976 
before moving to its current loca-

tion — is recognized for its aisles 
filled with good-for-you fare, in-
cluding organic fruits and vege-
tables and rice and grains by the 
pound, and for its entirely plant-
based kitchen, where workers made 
to-go sandwiches and baked goods 
along with fresh juices and coffee 
before it closed in mid-January for 
the makeover.

And when the super-sized, ko-
sher-certified space opens in April, 
it will boast a bigger menu of break-
fast, lunch, and dinner options as 
well as expanded hours that include 
weekends, when the old kitchen was 
closed, Buckingham said.

Hungry shoppers can browse a 
new hot bar that will feature foods 
including breakfast burritos, enchi-

ladas, and roasted vegetables, or grab 
sandwiches made to order with sev-
eral bread options, all but one of 
which are gluten-free, she said.

Patrons looking for a lighter 
bite can help themselves at two 
new grab-and-go stations, one of 
which will be stocked with items 
such as salads and pre-made sand-
wiches, while the other will include 
more than a dozen pastries and other 
baked goodies.

And the revamped juice bar will 
be equipped with an espresso ma-
chine in order to make cappucci-
nos and lattes — exciting new treats 
for customers who want more than 
the regular cups of joe it previously 
poured, the co-owner said. 

Buckingham said she and co-

Cooking up big changes
Adored B’Heights grocer expanding offerings

Perelandra’s co-owners Allison Buckingham, right, and Roland Auer, center, and its food 
service director Aly Weigle, left, are looking forward to reopening the Remsen Street 
health-food store’s expanded kitchen in April.
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owner Roland Auer originally 
planned to reopen the kitchen in 
early March, but work delays pushed 
its return back a month, and she’s 
looking forward to firing up the stove 
again for shoppers after contemplat-
ing the expansion for some time.

“We’re thrilled, our kitchen was 
at capacity for years,” she said.

And the co-owner — a certi-
fied nutritionist who since 2002 has 
worked at Perelandra, from which 
she often buys her own meals — 
said that the store won’t serve any-
thing a professional wouldn’t put 
into his or her own stomach. 

“I’ve eaten breakfast and lunch 
here every day for 15 years,” Buck-
ingham said. “I take a lot of pride in 
being able to trust where you buy 
your food. And people really trust 
that if it’s on our shelves,  it’s some-
thing they can feel good about.”

Perelandra [175 Remsen St. 
between Clinton and Court 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
855–6068, www.perelandra  nat-
ural.com].
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WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 04/27/18.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a-boat time!
Straphangers who board 

the fleet of ferries dedicated 
to shuttling them across the 
East River from Williamsburg 
when the L train stops run-
ning next year will get a free 
transfer to buses waiting for 
them on the other side, accord-
ing to the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority.

Every $2.75 ticket for the 
Brooklyn–Manhattan water 
taxis, which depart from the 
same port as the  North Wil-
liamsburg stop  on the  NYC 
Ferry service , will award pas-
sengers free admission on two 
Select Bus Service routes 
once they arrive on dry land 
at Stuyvesant Cove near 20th 
Street on the distant isle — 
unlike tickets for the citywide 
ferry system,  which do not al-
low free transfers to Author-
ity-run subways and buses .

Riders can purchase tick-
ets for the boats at Select Bus 
Service machines stationed 
at their piers on each side of 
the river.

The ferries will set sail 
Sun–Thurs from 6 am to mid-
night and Fri–Sat from 6 am 
to 2 am when the L train’s 
underwater tunnel closes in 
April 2019, officials from the 

Waterfront surprise!
New ferry will offer transfers during L-train’s closure

Dedicated ferries will sail to Manhattan when the L train stops running, and 
each boat ticket will award riders a free transfer to waiting buses. 5
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state-run Authority — which 
will oversee the new service 
— said at a Community Board 
1 meeting on Feb. 13.

And during peak commut-
ing times, as many as eight 
will carry up to 1,200 pas-

sengers going in each direc-
tion per hour, according to 
the agency, which is working 
with the city’s Departments 
of Transportation and Parks 
and Recreation to finalize the 
plan’s details.

Straphangers can also sail 
to the outer borough on the 
citywide ferry service, which 
embarks from different points 
up and down the Brooklyn 
coastline.

The announcement of the 
dedicated Williamsburg–
Manhattan boats followed 
the release of other alterna-
tive-transportation proposals 
during the so-called “L-poc-
olypse,” which include boost-

ing service on the G, J, M, and 
Z trains; adding cars to elon-
gate G and C trains; installing 
a new bike lane from the edge 
of Newtown Creek at Grand 
Street down to Driggs Ave-
nue; creating a special high-
occupancy-vehicle lane across 
the Williamsburg Bridge re-
served for cars carrying three 
or more passengers during a 
to-be-determined “rush-hour” 
window; and adding three new 
bus routes that will run from 
 Grand Street  and Bedford Av-
enue over the Williamsburg-
to-Manhattan span — all of 
which will connect to other 
bus stops and some subway 
stations along their routes.

RIVER OF TEARS

By Lincoln Anderson
for Brooklyn Paper

This idea is full of hot air!
A new temporary pontoon 

bridge is the best way to shuttle 
the most straphangers across 
the East River when officials 
close the L train’s underwa-
ter Brooklyn–Manhattan tun-
nel for a 15-month repair next 
April, according to the out-of-
state real-estate executive and 
 former underwear model  who 
floated the concept.

San Francisco resident 
Parker Shinn, who once lived 
on the distant isle of Man-
hattan, claimed that  plans  to 
 launch new ferries  as well as 
beef up bus service across and 
create dedicated high-occu-
pancy vehicle lanes on the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge will not be 
enough to transport the more 
than 200,000 displaced daily 
L-train commuters, necessi-
tating his so-called “L-Terna-
tive” crossing. 

“I question whether they’re 
going to be able to accommo-
date an additional 225,000 peo-
ple each day,” Shinn said. “I 
think this bridge could take all 
the people that take the L.”

The 31-year-old recently 
launched a  Kickstarter cam-
paign  to raise an initial $50,000 
to get his project off the ground, 
and said he’s already fine-tuned 
the concept with some profes-
sionals.

“We’re exploring it,” he 
said. “I’ve spoken to a couple 
of companies to get estimates. 
I’ve bounced it off naval engi-
neers and architects.”

Shinn proposed installing 
the Brooklyn end of the short-
term bridge — which would 
be supported by 30 floating 
90-foot barges anchored in the 
river, according to its Kick-
starter page — near the coast-
line around N. Eighth Street 
in Williamsburg. Straphang-
ers who cross it would arrive in 
Manhattan near 10th Street.

The span would have four 
lanes, half Kings County–
bound and the other half go-
ing towards the distant isle. Pe-
destrians and cyclists would be 
permitted on the outer lanes, 
while the inner two would 
be reserved for buses in or-
der to keep the bridge from 
flipping into the East River, 
Shinn said.

“You have to keep the 
weight centered,” he said.

A portion of the crossing 
would be built higher to al-
low ferries’ and other small 
boats’ passage, and the span 
would feature a drawbridge to 
allow larger vessels through, 
according to Shinn, who said 
he has yet to share his plan 
with the Coast Guard, which 
would need to approve it, the 
city, or the state-run Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority.

“The first step was try to 
get this in the public eye,” he 
said.

The Kickstarter page for 
Shinn’s bridge notes that some 
European companies built a 
similar structure in Africa for 

Now here’s an idea...
A pontoon bridge could pick up closed L train’s slack

$38 million 10 years ago. He 
said his project on the East 
River, however, could come 
with a price tag of at least 
$100 million, according to a 
 report .

But the cost for the tem-
porary span — which will be 
disassembled when L-train 
service resumes — would be 
covered by a $1 toll, he said, 
in addition to public financing 
for its initial stages. 

Shinn — who said this jour-
nalist was “getting into the 
weeds” when he asked what 
other projects the real-estate 
executive has designed — said 

he first considered the possi-
bility of a pontoon bridge eight 
months ago, but started con-
centrating on it in earnest more 
recently with the approaching  
“L-pocolypse.” 

“I’ve always loved design-
ing and building things, and 
New York City is my favorite 
city in the world,” said Shinn, 
who once modeled for com-
panies including underwear-
maker Me Undies and formal-
wear retailer Suit Supply. “I 
was thinking about all the peo-
ple and businesses that would 
be affected by the shutdown. I 
think this bridge absolutely is 

going to be feasible. My hope 
is that it would help a lot of 
people.”

And Shinn isn’t the only per-
son to float unconventional al-
ternative-transportation solu-
tions for straphangers who will 
soon be booted from the L train. 
Last year, some transit-minded 
locals renewed their push to 
create an aerial gondola con-
necting Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan, called the  East River Sky-
way,  after the proposal received 
support from pols including 
Williamsburg’s Councilman 
Stephen Levin and Assembly-
man Joseph Lentol.

Out-of-state real-estate executive and former model Parker Shinn proposed 
creating a pontoon bridge across the East River ahead of the April 2019 L-train 
shutdown, which he claimed would be the best way to shuttle the most strap-
hangers between Brooklyn and the outer borough of Manhattan.
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Urgent Care is now open. ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
  
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

No appointment needed. 

718-395-7178 
mountsinai.org/ucdumbo 

 

A Tradition of Excellence Since 1963
Modern Education Infused with Classical Hellenic Culture and 

Christian Values in Brooklyn Heights. PreK3–8th Grade.

Register online afantis.org, 
call 718-624-0501 
or email info@afantis.org

For more information on our student achievement, 
state exam scores and high school acceptances,  

please visit AFantis.org

Open House
March 14th

9:00am 
and March 28th

6:00pm

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Someone opened fire out-
side  a famed Court Street Ital-
ian eatery  known for its  al-
leged ties to the Mafia  early 
on the morning of Feb. 25, ac-
cording to authorities, who are 
investigating the incident.

The lout pumped three bul-
lets into the facade of Marco 
Polo Ristorante, its co-owner 
said, but the shots did not faze 
staff of the red-sauce staple, 
which welcomed patrons to its 

dining room later that day.
“Just three shots hit the win-

dow, two ricocheted off the 
ground,” said Marco Chirico. 
“Not a lot of damage at all.”

Cops, however, found 10 
shells across the street from 
the eatery, where they said the 
nogoodnik fired from around 
6 am, along with several bullet 
fragments. And Marco Polo 
seemed to be the gunman’s 
only target, according to a po-
lice spokesman.

“No other establishments 

were fired upon,” said Ser-
geant Jones. 

But Chirico — whose fa-
ther, Joseph Chirico,  pleaded 
guilty in 2008 to launder-
ing money  for the notorious 
Gambino family decades after 
he opened the neighborhood 
institution between Union and 
President streets in 1983 — said 
rumors alleging the Mafia was 
involved in the incident are a 
bunch of bolognese, because 
the bullets also hit a parked car 
and Carroll Gardens is not new 

to crime or gunfire.
“None of that’s true,” he 

said. “It had nothing to do 
with us. A couple shootings 
happened around this neigh-
borhood, and big robberies 
where people got shot.”

The investigation is on-
going, according to authori-
ties, who said they have yet to 
determine a motive or make 
any arrests, and that they sus-
pect a man wearing a black 
hooded jacket may have fired 
the bullets.

Bullets fl y outside famed Italian eatery in early morning

Shots fi red in C’Gardens

Cops are investigating after someone fired bullets 
outside Marco Polo Ristorante on the morning of 
Feb. 25, some of which hit the eatery’s facade.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This school’s out for-
ever!

Bigwigs at a charter school 
seeking permission to build 
a  controversial 100-foot high 
school on a Clinton Hill lot 
zoned for shorter structures  
pulled their rezoning applica-
tion last week because of is-
sues with the project’s sched-
ule, according to an attorney 
for the learning house. 

“It’s timing concerns ex-
pressed by the school, the tim-
ing didn’t work with the an-
ticipated opening,” said Ron 
Mandel, a lawyer with the 
Manhattan-based law firm 
Davidoff Hutcher and Citron, 
who would not comment on 
honchos’ specific concerns 

Classrooms dismissed
School rescinds rezoning application in Clinton Hill

Community Board 2’s 
Land Use Committee voted to 
approve the zoning changes 
last February, but the full 
board and locals living at 
15 Quincy St. — a build-
ing with below-market-rate 
units where some residents’ 
windows overlook the lot re-
served for the school —  railed 
against the request months 
later , charging that the tow-
ering learning house would 
box its neighbors in, block 
light and air from stream-
ing into their apartments, 
and increase traffic in the 
already congested nabe be-
cause it would rise near a 
dead-end street.

The full board ultimately 
panned the project last May 
after two public hearings and 

one deadlocked vote.
And neighbors are re-

lieved they no longer have 
to fight the building and the 
quality-of-life changes they 
claimed would come with it, 
but hope the pupils destined 
for its classrooms will find 
new desks elsewhere soon, 
according to a 15 Quincy 
resident.

“I’m certainly not happy 
that the children who go to 
that school have no immedi-
ate future to look forward to 
in terms of moving into an-
other building,” said Charles 
B., a member of the build-
ing’s tenants association. 
“But there were some other 
issue like the traffic, the ser-
vice vehicles that would need 
to come into the community, 
and a bunch more.”

Unity Preparatory Char-
ter School officials did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment, and Mandel would not 
comment on whether his cli-
ent plans to file another ap-
plication to build elsewhere 
in the area.

The proposed high 
school, which is no lon-
ger being built on the 
Clinton Hill lot.
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paratory Charter School, who 
already run a middle school 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant and a 
high school in Brownsville, 
 wanted to erect a third 400-
seat learning house  on a park-
ing lot at 32 Lexington Ave. 
between Grand and Clas-
son avenues that is owned 
by housing-advocacy group 
Impacct Brooklyn.

But doing so required the 
city’s Board of Standards and 
Appeals to first green-light a 
rezoning application to allow 
for construction of the pro-
posed seven-story school with 
a footprint that inched closer 
to the sidewalk, because cur-
rent regulations only permit 
buildings no higher than five 
stories that are set back from 
the street. 

or when they planned to open 
the new facility.

Officials from Unity Pre-

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Authorities arrested a man 
on Tuesday who they suspect 
attempted back-to-back robber-
ies at a pair of North Brook-
lyn banks last week, both of 
which were thwarted by tellers 
who refused to comply when 

he demanded cash.
The 41-year-old first struck 

at a Bushwick financial insti-
tution on Knickerbocker Av-
enue near Stanhope Street on 
Feb. 20, when he approached 
an employee around 10:02 am 
and slipped her a note request-
ing the green, police said, be-

fore asking “Are you going to 
give me the money?”

But the worker denied his de-
mand, and walked away from 
her station, cops said. 

The man, empty-handed, 
then fled the bank on foot, head-
ing towards Flushing Avenue 
on Knickerbocker Avenue, ac-

Tellers foil bank robberies
cording to a report.

The nogoodnik reemerged 
on Feb. 21 at a Fort Greene bank 
on Myrtle Avenue near Van-
derbilt Avenue around 4:46 
pm, when he again walked 
up to a teller and handed him 
a note demanding bills, author-
ities said.

But that employee also 
did not acquiesce and left 
his station, and the unsuc-
cessful snake fled on foot 

on Vanderbilt Avenue.
Police charged the man with 

two counts of attempted rob-
bery, according to a report. 

The suspect’s attempted 
holdups followed  a string of 
seven other robberies  at finan-
cial institutions across Brook-
lyn, in which cops said another 
good-for-nothing, who they are 
still searching for, stole cash 
using a similar letter-passing 
technique.
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Blueberries

ORGANIC

$$299299

EBT

String Beans

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

2/28 7AM -3/05 7PM
SALE STARTS 01 0228 03 04 05

Roasted
Pistachios

$$549549
lb.lb.

GREAT DEAL!

Orange Juice

K

$$299299
SPECIAL!

Mangoes

ORGANIC

$$199199
ea.ea.

22 33$$

forfor

Cantaloupes

5959¢¢
Celery Bartlett Pears

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine
$$119119

lb.lb.

Florida Strawberries

44forfor

$$55
Asparagus

$$129129
lb.lb. 22 44$$forfor

Imported
Swiss Cheese

$$499499
lb.lb.

Yogurt

D

44forfor

$$22
American Cheese
$$299299

Beef Franks

$$299299

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PPHHHHHHOTO: LIAM BILLINGHAM

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops arrested three teens 
for swiping a bunch of soda 
bottles from a Water Street 
eatery on Feb. 24.

Two 18-year-olds and a 
17-year-old ran out of the res-
taurant near Furman Street 
around 3:30 am with soda bot-
tles and were later stopped at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, police 
said. The drinks were not re-
covered, officials said. 

Shirt swiper 
Police cuffed a guy who 

they said stole shirts from a 
department store on Fulton 
Street on Feb. 20.

The 65-year-old man tried 
to leave the store near Livings-
ton Street around 2:30 pm with 
two bags filled with shirts, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Gym rat 
A baddie stole a guy’s wal-

let from inside his locker at 
an Atlantic Avenue gym on 
Feb. 28, officers said.

The victim told police that 
he secured his stuff in a locker 
at the gym near Boerum Place 
with a number combination at 
1 pm, and went to work out. 

When he returned two 
hours later, his wallet — con-
taining credit cards, his so-
cial-security card, and driv-
er’s license — was gone, 

Thirsty teens steal sodas from eatery

according to a report.

No-tel! 
Some sneak swiped a guy’s 

backpack from his car parked 
on State Street on Feb. 20, 
cops said.

The 20-year-old told police 
he left his bag containing his 
Apple MacBook laptop, Dell 
laptop, Apple headphones, 
Apple charger, and a Dell 
charger in the back of his car 
while checking into a hotel 
near Nevins Street around 6 
pm, and when he returned at 
9:40 pm, it was gone. 

Bump and grab
A punk stole a guy’s wallet 

after bumping into him inside 
a subway station near Jora-
lemon Street on Feb. 24, po-
lice said. 

The victim told cops he was 
on a Brooklyn-bound 4 train 
when it pulled into the station 
near Court Street, and when 
he got off around 9:30 pm, a 
nogoodnik bumped into him 
from behind. 

The victim, who said he 
was an off-duty employee for 
the police department, walked 
about four blocks to catch a 
bus near Atlantic Avenue be-
fore realizing his wallet — 

with his MetroCard, credit 
card, Saks Fifth Avenue card, 
and Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association card inside — was 
missing from the pocket of 
his pants, cops said. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

That’s bananas!
Three scooter-riding bad-

dies punched a teen in the 
face and stole her groceries 
on Myrtle Avenue on Feb. 20, 
police said. 

The 19-year-old victim 
was walking home from 
the supermarket near Em-
erson Place around 9:15 pm 
when the trio of villains ap-
proached on scooters and 
one said “give me all your 
money, phone, everything,” 
and then punched her in the 
face, giving her a swollen left 
eye, cops said. The nogood-
nik then grabbed the victim’s 
grocery bags and fled, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Sticky situation 
Cops cuffed a woman for 

assaulting a person and a po-
lice officer inside a shelter on 
Tillary Street on Feb. 18, of-

ficials said. 
The 26-year-old suspect 

threw hot liquid onto the vic-
tim’s chest, causing a burn, 
inside the center near Prince 
Street around 6:20 pm, and 
when officers went to inter-
vene, she spit in a cop’s face 
and tried to kick others, au-
thorities said. 

The suspect resisted arrest 
and told medical staff “I’ll f--- 
them up if they touch me,” ac-
cording to officials, who said 
the woman was transported to 
Woodhull Hospital and ad-
mitted. 

Stolen identity 
Some sneak opened up a 

credit card in a guy’s name 
and mailed it to his house on 
Greene Avenue on Feb. 20, 
authorities said.

The victim told police he 
opened the mailbox at his 
home near Cumberland Street 
around 4 pm and got a let-
ter from Wells Fargo about a 
new credit card in his name 
that he didn’t apply for. The 
punk also stole the physical 
credit card and used it, offi-
cials said. 

Bye-cycle 
A malefactor rode off with 

a delivery woman’s electric 
bike she left on Greene Ave-
nue on Feb. 25 while dropping 
off food, police said. 

The woman told cops 
she was delivering food to a 
building near Clermont Av-
enue around 4:30 pm and left 
her dark-red electric bike un-
chained in front of the lobby. 
And when she came back at 
6 pm, it was gone, authori-
ties said. — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Slasher
Police arrested a man for 

cutting another guy with a 
knife on Fifth Avenue on 
Feb. 18.

The victim told cops that 
he was near Douglass Street 
around 4 pm when he got into 
an argument with the suspect, 
who then pulled out a knife 
and attacked the guy, slicing 
his left hand. When police got 
to the scene, the victim was 
taken to the hospital, where 
he received stitches, and the 
suspect was apprehended on 
assault charges and for car-
rying drugs, according to a 
report.

Workplace theft
Cops busted a man on Feb. 

13 who they said stole money 
from his Rogers Avenue place 
of work last year. 

Police said the suspect 
stole the cash from his job 
near Lenox Road last Septem-
ber, getting away with $7,500 
intended for payroll. 

Officers caught up with 
him at his home last month 
and cuffed him, police said.

Chain snatcher
A cur yanked a chain right 

off a guy’s neck on 10th Street 
on Feb. 15.

The victim told cops he 
was near Fifth Avenue at 11:55 
pm when, out of nowhere, a 
man snatched the chain from 
around his neck and ran. 

Cash and dash
A sneak thief stole money 

from a Fifth Avenue store on 
Feb. 11. 

Cops said that the robber 
walked into the shop near St. 
Marks Avenue and took sev-
eral items from the shelves 
before fleeing.

Swiped bag
A nogoodnik lifted a bag 

accidentally left at a Flatbush 
Avenue train station’s rest-
room on Feb. 15. 

The victim told police that 
she was at the public bath-
room near Atlantic Avenue 
around 3:20 pm and not long 
after realized that she left her 
bag containing her personal 
documents and a new dress 
behind. 

And when she returned to 
the loo four hours later, the 
bag was gone, according to 
authorities.

— Alexandra Simon

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Dastardly duo
Cops cuffed two men who 

they said robbed a woman at 
knifepoint on Hoyt Street on 
Feb. 17.

The victim said she was 
near Sackett Street at 11:10 
pm when two men walked up 
to her and started talking to 
her. One of them yelled “do 
it now,” and the other man 
pulled a box-cutter on her 
and demanded she give up 
her possessions, police said. 
The duo took her handbag, 

a Visa card, $140, and other 
items, and punched her above 
the eye, causing swelling, 
according to a report. The 
woman told cops she then 
went to the hospital.

Police said they arrested 
two suspects — an 18-year-
old from Long Island, and a 
17-year-old from East New 
York — on the corner of 
Bergen and Smith streets at 
11:40 pm, following a search. 
They were charged with rob-
bery, attempted assault, pos-
session of a weapon, menac-
ing, and possession of stolen 
property.

Phone it in
A nogoodnik took a War-

ren Street woman’s phone on 
Feb. 24.

The victim said she was 
leaving an Uber ride to her 
home near Columbia Street 
at 3 am when she realized her 
iPhone 8-Plus was missing. 
She told police she used the 
Find My iPhone application 
to determine the phone was 
in Coney Island. 

She called her phone, but 
the person who picked up said 
they would not meet her to 
give it back and turned the 
phone off, cops said.

No good deed
A jerk robbed a senior af-

ter helping her carry her gro-
ceries on Warren Street on 
Feb. 26.

The 87-year-old victim said 
she was between Smith and 
Court streets with a man who 
was carrying her groceries 
at 12:50 pm. When she went 
to tip the man, however, he 
grabbed her bag and fled to-
wards Smith Street, accord-
ing to a report. The bag had 
a MetroCard and $200 in it, 
among other items, she told 
officers. Police said the sus-
pect was wearing a white hat, 
a brown jacket, and tan pants, 
and is around 35-years-old, 
5-foot-4, and 180 pounds. 

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Bagged it 
A thief stole a bag with 

$6,000 inside from a man 
sleeping in a 42nd Street 
home on Feb. 24. 

The man fell asleep in 
the common living area of 
the multi-dwelling home at 
Fourth Avenue around 1 am, 
and when he awoke around 
11 am, the cash was gone, po-
lice said. 

What a tool 
A burglar broke into the 

basement of a Fourth Ave-
nue home on Feb. 22 and stole 
multiple tools. 

The thief pried open two 
doors at the home near 19th 
Street between 8:20 and 8:30 
am, using a tool, then also 
broke through the basement 
door. He fled in an unknown 
direction, according to a re-
port. 

Soda pop
A low-life threw a soda 

can at a woman issuing him 
a summons on Fifth Avenue 
on Feb. 23, causing redness 
and bruising, cops said.

The assault occurred be-
tween 52nd and 53rd streets 
around 3:20 pm, when the perp 
threw the can from his 2008 
Mercedes-Benz. 

Pathetic pair 
Two louts assaulted a man 

and stole his wallet with $160 
inside on 45th Street on Feb. 
24, police said.

The pair approached the 
man from behind between 
Second and Third avenues 
some time between 8:20 and 
8:30 am, and punched him in 
the head, kicked him in the 
back, and took the wallet from 
his back-left pocket. They fled 
on foot on 45th Street towards 
Third Avenue, cops said.  

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Watch out
A burglar ransacked a 65th 

Street apartment on Feb. 21 
and stole a gold necklace, 
three chains, two bracelets, 
a watch, a backpack, and a 
safe, police said.

The victim told cops he left 
his home near 10th Avenue 
around 8 pm, and returned 
to find both bedrooms ran-
sacked.

The intruder entered 
through a rear bedroom win-
dow that was left open, ac-
cording to authorities.

— Julianne McShane
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By Alexandra Simon
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S
he’s leading the Revolution.

A Pulitzer-winning composer will 
bring female and Asian voices to the 

front of the annual Spring Revolution Fes-
tival of music, starting on March 2 at Na-
tional Sawdust in Williamsburg. Musician 
and festival co-curator Du Yun has pro-
grammed a line-up of performances from 
all over Asia that she hopes will make peo-
ple examine their ideas about culture on 
that continent.

“When they approached me do this fes-
tival I had the idea of doing something 
like a Pan-Asian festival — to investigate 
‘What is Asia?’ and also challenge the sta-
tus quo within that as well,” said Du Yun, 
who won a Pulitzer for her 2017 opera “An-
gel’s Bone.”

Yun, born and raised in Shanghai, China 
before immigrating to the United States at 
age 20, said that she chose performers who 
will convey the richness of Asian cultures 
as more than a collection of tourist desti-
nations and exotic locales.

“I especially want to focus on new works 
— because in my mind, new cultures cannot 
exist without new works — because other-
wise it’s just tourist culture,” she said. “I’m 
hoping to really challenge people’s idea of 
what it means to be Asian. If you really 
care what we’re thinking and doing, you 
can come in and get an immense body of 
work and practices, that serves as window 
to what we thinking and it’s sort of like a 
more poignant understanding.”

The evening titled “The Shanghai You 
Don’t Know,” on March 10, will feature 
a screening of the documentary “Lotus 
Ferry,” about a neighborhood in Shanghai, 
followed by three performances of distinc-
tively Shanghai theater, dance, and music 
styles. Other evenings will feature the Ba-
linese music and dance ensemble Gamelan 
Dharma Swara, and Bhutanese, Japanese, 
and Indian musicians. 

Yun will also take the stage on March 9, 
playing piano and singing with her band OK 
Miss. The four-piece, which also includes 
a drummer, saxophonist, and a clarinet-
ist, will play funk, pop, and rock and roll 
music, along with traditional music from 

China and Mongolia. Yun said the eclec-
tic set-list will give the audience a taste of 
her versatility as a performer. 

“I wanted to showcase not only being 
a performer but also the different type of 
music sensibilities that I can do as well,” 
she said. “And I’m going to be covering a 
Mongolian folk song, and morph that into 
something psychedelic.”

Every night of the festival features fe-
male curators and female artists, but Yun 
said that adding Asian culture complicates 
the discussion of women’s empowerment 
in a necessary way.

“I’m a woman, and I’m also Chinese. 
If you were to ask any woman who they 
really are, the answer will be chaotic, not 
orderly, and layered,” said Yun. “I think 
in society everything is so rigid and black 
and white, and I want my art to breathe 
through that. I want to have art and music 
to shatter that.”

“Spring Revolution Festival” at National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (646) 779–8455, www.na-
tionalsawdust.org]. March 2–11 at various 
times. $29–$34.

Starry night

It will be a stellar conversation!
The famed astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Ty-

son will visit the Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic on March 9 to discuss outer space, neuro-
science, and the science of ice skating, among 
other topics. Recording the latest edition of his 
“StarTalk” podcast in front of an audience at the 
Academy allows him to combine science with 
pop culture, said Tyson.

“This is science brought to the public in a 
way they’re comfortable thinking about, and 
won’t say afterwards ‘Ow, my brain hurts,’ ” he 
said. “When science becomes one thing people 
do on a Friday night, then we’ve succeeded in 
merging it with pop culture.”

The event is part of the Academy’s annual Radi-
oLoveFest, a live celebration of notable radio pro-
grams and podcasts. This year’s festival also in-
cludes a discussion with “This American Life” host 
Ira Glass, storytelling from “The Moth,” and a chat 
with “American Gods” author Neil Gaiman. 

During his live performance, Tyson will re-
cord material for two of his podcasts: The first is 
“StarTalk All-Stars,” which features talks with 
renowned scientists. For that, he will chat with 
neuroscientist Heather Berlin about the science 
of creativity. Tyson said he will learn along with 
the audience as he guides that discussion.

“What helps is I’m not a neuroscientist,” he 
said. “In the conversation I’ll actually learn.”

His other podcast, “Playing with Science,” 
discusses the role of science in sports. His guest 
for that show will be Olympic figure skater Sasha 
Cohen. Ice skating involves much more science 
than people realize, said Tyson.

“There’s a special, unique property of fro-
zen water that allows skating,” said the astro-
physicist, who enjoys figure skating. “You can’t 
skate on other frozen substances.”

A third guest will add a musical interlude to the 
night: rapper Baba Brinkman, who spits rhymes on 
scientific topics, will make a brief appearance. 

Bringing the show to the Borough of Kings 
is especially appropriate, said Tyson, because 
Brooklyn has a history of mixing scientific learn-
ing with its nightlife, at events like Littlefield’s 
“Nerd Nite” and Astronomy on Tap. 

“I call it a culture of rational thinking. There’s 
a lot of underground science in Brooklyn. There 
are science gatherings at bars, science cafes, this 
sort of thing,” he said. 

“StarTalk at BAM: Science is Everywhere” at 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. March 9 at 7:30 pm. 
$35–$65. — Adam Lucente

TA L KS

This is fudging funny! 
A group of squeaky-clean comedians will de-

scend on a Ditmas Park temple on March 10, bring-
ing wholesome routines that even your mother 
would love. Most of the 11 performers at “Dit-
mas Snark 2” bill themselves as so-called “clean 
comedians,” who do not need to drop an F-bomb 

to get a good laugh, said 
the show’s producer. 

“A clean comedian is 
somebody who doesn’t 
use foul language ex-
cessively, if at all,” said 
Michelle Cohen (pictured 
left) who will also per-
form that night. “You can 
talk about different top-
ics and not have to curse 

or use vulgar names for body parts, and still get 
your point across of what you’re talking about, 
which sometimes can be funnier.”

The Bronx comedian put on the first “Ditmas 
Snark” show at the Beth Shalom v’Emeth Reform 
Temple four years ago, after her parents and their 
friends — all members of the synagogue — saw 
her perform and asked her to host a similar event 
at the house of worship. For the Marlborough Road 
shul’s second comedy night, Cohen kept her eye 
out while performing at various clubs and shows, 
finding other talented performers who know how 
to keep things rated PG, she said. 

“The crowd always loves them. It’s a good fit 
for the venue and the people — the topics are re-
latable and funny and everyone’s energetic and 
keeps the crowd laughing and going,” said Cohen, 
who typically talks about her dating life, family, 
and work. “There’s a lot of cursing and off-color 
jokes, but I would say the majority is not, and 
fortunately I know a lot of really funny people 
who, if they do something [dirty], it’s purpose-
ful and not just for the sake of cursing.”

Jokester Paul Schissler (pictured below), who 
will headline the show along with Sherry Davey, 
said that avoiding dirty jokes does not mean 
that he is dumbing down 
his material — instead, 
it just increases his au-
dience.

“All my material is 
clean, because that’s what 
is most genuine to me. I 
want to connect with all 
types of people as well 
as write material that’s 
uplifting and gives au-
diences a taste of joy when watching me,” said 
Schissler, who lives in Manhattan. “I cover a va-
riety of topics from love life, marriage, family, 
and even sex, but it’s all done clean. All these 
things are a part of life, so I think it’s impor-
tant to be able to joke about them in a healthy, 
positive way.”

“Ditmas Snark 2” at Beth Shalom v’Emeth 
Reform Temple [83 Marlborough Rd. at Church 
Avenue in Ditmas Park, (718) 282–1596, www.
bshert.org]. March 10 at 8 pm. $30 ($25 in ad-
vance).  — Julianne Cuba

Clean slate
C O M E DY

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ve come a long way to play.

A group of classical musicians, 
most of whom came to this country 

as refugees, will play a concert celebrat-
ing immigrant composers on March 4, 
as part of the Spring Revolution Festival 
at National Sawdust in Williamsburg. 
The Refugee Orchestra Project aims to 
challenge stereotypes about who comes 
to the United States, said the group’s 
founder and conductor.

“The most common stereotype 
is this assumption that refugees are 
from war-torn places that only hap-
pen to poor people or brown people, 
and which can never happen here,” 
said Lidiya Yankovskaya, who moved 
from Russian when she was a child. 
“When in reality most of these peo-
ple who come here are educated and 

worked different kinds of jobs.”
The “look” of refugees shifts 

and changes over time, said Yank-
ovskaya, and people should remain 
open-minded about what is going on 
in the world. 

“Refugees come from all back-
grounds,” she said. “Before it was 
Jews, Africans, then Eastern Euro-
peans. There are people of all colors 
coming to this country who are ex-
tremely successful, and people should 
avoid making stereotypes of what a 
refugee looks like.”

The 12-member orchestra includes 
immigrants from Palestine, Ukraine, 
and Portugal, along with a few mu-
sicians who were born in the United 
States. Bringing native and immi-
grant musicians together is part of the 
group’s goals, said Yankovskaya. 

“A number of us performing are 
immigrants but not all of us,” she 

said. “I feel that being exclusive de-
feats the purpose of our mission, and 
when we decided to move with this, 
we found that we are much stronger 
as performers if we had a mixture, 
and in many ways that makes our mu-
sic stronger.”

The group will play 10 pieces, each 
written by someone who was a refu-

gee at some point in their life, with 
composers hailing from Iran, Afghani-
stan, Israel, Russia, Syria, and Korea, 
said Yankovskaya. Each of them cre-
ated different styles of music, which 
also works to point out the variety 
of refugees that come to the United 
States, she said.

“All of them are very different,” 

she said. “A couple of pieces in the 
program has to do with the some of 
their refugee experiences, and some 
do not.”

“Refugees are Us” at National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (646) 779–
8455, www.nationalsawdust.org]. 
March 4 at 4 pm. $34.

Bali-wood: The Balinese music-and-dance ensemble Gamelan Dharma Swara will perform on March 9 as part of the Spring Revolution festival at National Sawdust.
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Continental riffs
Composer creates a Pan-Asian music festival

Creator and curator: Composer and 
musician Du Yun has programmed 
six performances of Pan-Asian music 
during the Spring Revolution Festi-
val, running at National Sawdust in 
Williamsburg on March 2–11.
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Traveling band
Refugee Orchestra plays
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Talking refugee: (left to right) The Refugee Orchestra is made up of mostly refugee and immigrant 
musicians, and will perform songs by composers who were also refugees. The group’s founder and 
conductor, Lidiya Yankovskaya, created the orchestra to showcase the diversity in refugee stories and 
challenge narrow-minded stereotypes about refugees.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 2

Space out 
The exhibit “David 
Bowie Is” opens 
today at the Brooklyn 
Musem. We will have 
a full review next 
week, but for now, all 
you need to know is 
that it is an awesome 
display of the rock 
icon’s costumes, vid-
eos, photos, and arti-
facts — and that 
some tickets are, sur-
prisingly, still available 
for opening day.

11 am–6 pm at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklyn-
museum.org]. $20.

SATURDAY
March 3

Take covers
Craving more Bowie? 
Then blast off for the 
Way Station, where 
three bands will play 
Bowie “album covers.” 
Dolly Trolley takes on 
“Let’s Dance,” The 
Manimals play “Hunky 
Dory,” and Dalton 
Deschain’s Traveling 
Show (pictured) per-
forms “The Rise and 
Fall of Ziggy Stardust 
and the Spiders from 
Mars” in its entirety. 

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com]. $5 suggested dona-
tion.

MONDAY
March 5

Soul music
With all due respect 
to Bowie’s “Modern 
Love,” the best pop 
song ever might be 
“Birdhouse in Your 
Soul” by They Might 
be Giants (pictured). 
Don’t believe it? Ask 
music theorist Scott 
Greenberg, who will 
analyze the tune’s 
melody, lyrics, and 
arrangements in 
tonight’s “Pop Music 
Breakdown” class.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Brainery (1233 Prospect 
Ave. between Vanderbilt 
Street and Reeve Place in 
Windsor Terrace, www.
brooklynbrainery.com). 
$10.

WEDNESDAY
March 7

Elvis lives!
If living through the last 
few years has taught us 
anything, it’s to go see 
your musical heroes 
when you get the 
chance. Elvis Costello 
will be in town with his 
band the Imposters 
tonight, and it is one of 
only three shows he 
has scheduled for all of 
2018. So catch the 
63-year-old singer 
behind “Peace, Love, 
and Understanding” 
and “(Angels Wanna 
Wear My) Red Shoes” 
while you can.

8 pm at Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at 
Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.bow-
erypresents.com/brook-
lyn-steel). $75.

THURSDAY
March 8

’Maid in 
Brooklyn
The dystopian tale of 
a fascist, misogynist 
theocracy gets some 
upbeat song-and-
dance numbers and a 
transplant to hipster 
Bushwick in “Hand-
maid’s Tale: The Musi-
cal!” playing the Bell 
House tonight after 
three sold-out pro-
ductions at Union 
Hall. This version is 
much less rapey than 
the HBO adaptation, 
say its creators.

8 pm at Bell House (149 
Seventh St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, www.thebell-
houseny.com). $15 ($10 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 2
LUNA PARK JOB FAIR: Apply for a 

host of different positions, includ-
ing ride operators, game operators, 
ticket sales associates and food line 
cooks. Free. 11 am–5 pm. Luna Park 
B & B Carousell [Coney Island Board-
walk between Kensington Walk and 
W. 15th Street in Coney Island, (212) 
627–5766]. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE ABILITY”: 
An exhibit of more than 100 pieces 
of art by individuals on the autism 
spectrum. Free. Noon–6 pm. RXR 
Realty [470 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (917) 757–1019], www.
strokesofgeniusinc.org. 

DINING, BELL’S BEER TASTING: Bell’s 
best brews will be available for 
sampling. Free. 6–9 pm. Prospect 
Heights Beer Works [648 Washing-
ton Ave. between Dean and Bergen 
streets in Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–2337], www.phbeerworksny.
com. 

THEATER, “FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”: 
Students at Brooklyn Technical High 
School present this classic musical of 
love, family, and tradition. $15. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Technical High School 
(29 Fort Green Place between 
Dekalb Avenue and Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bths.edu. 

DANCE, SINGULAR EXTREME AC-
TIONS: Experience the fun, grit, and 
explosive sights and sounds of an 
hour of Streb Extreme Action. $29 
($25 in advance, includes popcorn 
and a drink). 7:30 pm. STREB Lab 
for Action Mechanics [51 N. First St. 
between Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–6491], www.
streb.org. 

MUSIC, RHYE: $38. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debevoise Av-
enue in Williamsburg), www.bowery-
presents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: Theater 2020 
presents Stephen Sondheim’s musi-
cal about fi gures who tried to take 
out U.S. Presidents. $40 ($30 seniors 
and students). 8 pm. St. Francis Col-
lege [180 Remsen St. between Court 
and Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT JOHNSON EX-
PERIENCE”: A Sci-Fi Hip-Hop solo 
concert and concept piece about the 

origins of a future race of Hip-Hop 
androids. $20–$25. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between Irving 
and Wykoff avenues in Bushwick), 
www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, BOWIE MUSIC TRIBUTE: Eight 
bands perform David Bowie covers. 
Free. 8 pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com. 

THEATER, “THE PIRATES OF PEN-
ZANCE”: Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
comic operetta about pirates and a 
modern major general. $25 ($20 se-
niors and students, $15 kids). 8 pm. 
St Patrick’s Church auditorium [97th 
St and Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482 3173], www.NarrowsCom-
munityTheater.com. 

SAT, MARCH 3
MUSIC, “MADAMA BUTTERFLY”: 

Regina Opera Company presents 
Puccini’s opera “Madama Butterfl y,” 
the tragic story of a young geisha 
who gives up everything for a brash 
American naval offi cer. In Italian 
with English supertitles. $25 ($20 
seniors, $5 teens). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help school auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. between 59th and 
60th Streets in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772.] www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, DISNEY’S “HIGH SCHOOL 
MUSICAL”: The Brooklyn Theatre 
Club presents a stage version of the 
Disney show about a basketball jock 
who falls for a thespian, with mem-
bers of the audience cast in minor 
roles. $18 ($15 in advance). 6 pm. 
Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer St. at N. 
Ninth Street in Williamsburg), www.
brooklyntheatreclub.com. 

MUSIC, BOWIE MUSIC TRIBUTE, 
PART TWO: Bands perform their 
favorite David Bowie albums, with 

See 9 DAYS on page 7
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Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V MONTREAL CANADIENS: 
$20–$350. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 3
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Deontay Wilder v 
Luis Oritiz. $57–$757. 6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 6
SPORTS, 2018 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon.

WED, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2018 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

THU, MARCH 8
SPORTS, 2018 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 9
SPORTS, 2018 ACC MEN’S BAS-

KETBALL TOURNAMENT SEMI-
FINALS: $55. 7 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Stand clear of the closing doors: The mascots for four of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference basketball teams take the subway 
to Barclays Center for the five-day college tournament, which 
starts on March 6.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Dolly Trolley performing 
“Let’s Dance,” The Mani-
mals on “Hunky Dory,” and 
Dalton Deschain on “Ziggy 
Stardust.”” $5 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

THEATER, “JUKEBOX LIFE”: 
Broadway star Jarrod Spec-
tor details his journey to the 
Great White Way, backed 
by a seven-piece band. 
$32–$37. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 Ori-
ental Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

MARKET, MADE BY HAND 
MARKETS, SPRING EDI-
TION: Find the best in 
handmade and design arti-
sans in the fi elds of fashion, 
jewelry, accessories, art, 
home and lifestyle goods. 
Free. 1 pm. Old First Re-
formed Church [729 Carroll 
St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (347) 551–6735], 
wwww.madebyhandmar-
kets.com. 

DANCE, “ROBIN HOOD 
NOW”: Spark Movement 
Collective introduces a new 
family-friendly dance pro-
duction of the age-old tale 
of Robin Hood with a con-
temporary twist. $10. 2:30. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–0018], www.bax.org. 

FAMILY, HOLI HOORAY!: 
Kids celebrate Holi, the 
Hindu festival of spring-
time and play, with music, 
dance lessons, crafts, and 
a color powder procession 
and party in neighboring 
Brower Park at 3 pm. $11. 
10:30 am–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

BIRD WATCHING: Join Pros-
pect Park Alliance on a 
birdwatching walk and learn 
about Prospect magnifi cent 
array of birds and how to 
identify them! Free. Noon 
to 1 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

MUSIC, MIDDLE SCHOOL 
JAZZ FESTIVAL: The fi fth 
annual festival features per-
formances by participating 
middle schools. $10. Noon. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

FREE FITNESS AND FUN: A 
weekly full body workout 
of low-impact aerobic, with 
African and world dance 
movements. Free. 2 pm. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

THEATER, “FIDDLER ON THE 
ROOF”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
March 2. 

FAMILY CLASS WITH MARK 
MORRIS DANCE GROUP: 
Fun for the whole family, 
this free class is taught by 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
company members and ac-
companied by live music. 
All ages and levels are wel-
come. Free. 3 pm – 4 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
[3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and Bed-
ford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.
markmorrisdancegroup.org. 

ART, “DISOBEDIENCE” ART 
OPENING: Lavar Munroe 
and Rodrigo Valenzuela 
explore current social and 
political unrest through new 
large-scale paintings and 
photographs, as well as a 
collaborative site-specifi c 
installation. Artist talk at 
6 pm. Free. 4 pm. Jenkins 
Johnson Projects (207 
Ocean Ave, between Lin-
coln Road and Parkside Av-
enue, in Prospect Park). 

ART, “TAG YOURSELF” 
OPENING RECEPTION: A 
gallery of all teen art work, 
curated and run entirely by 
teens! With a poetry slam 

starting at 6:30 pm. Free. 5 
pm. One Brooklyn Bridge 
park [360 Furman St. be-
tween Piers Five and Six, 
waterfront side in Brooklyn 
Heights, (917) 929–4530], 
teenart.gallery. 

THEATER, “THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 2. 

THEATER, “FIDDLER ON THE 
ROOF”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
March 2. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, March 2. 

SUN, MARCH 4
OUTDOORS, HUNT FOR 

WILD DAYLILY SHOOTS: 
“Wildman” Steve Brill 
begins his 37th foraging 
season in Brooklyn with a 
late winter foraging tour of 
Prospect Park. $20 ($10 for 
children under 12). 11:30 
am–3:30 pm. Prospect Park 
[Grand Army Plaza in Pros-
pect Park, (914) 835–02153], 
wildmanstevebrill.com. 

MUSIC, “MADAMA BUTTER-
FLY”: 3 pm. See Saturday, 
March 3. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE: A classical quartet 
performs Joan Tower’s 
“Island Prelude” and more. 
$20 suggested donation. 
3 pm. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church [139 St. John’s Pl. 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3928]. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 4 
pm. See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, “BOHEMIANS IN 
LOVE AND IN LIFE”: A 
combination of opera 
and classical guitar, in an 
abridged adaptation of “La 
Boheme.” $25 (kids 9 or 
younger free). 5 pm. Temple 
Beth Emeth [83 Marlbor-
ough Rd. at Church Avenue 
in Flatbush, (718) 434–2103], 
www.bethemeth.net. 

NIGHTLIFE, BOWIE-OKE: An 
all-David Bowie karaoke 
night. Free. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

MUSIC, PS 295’S BROOKLYN 
BOOGIE BRUNCH: Featur-
ing Capt’n Kirk Douglas of 
The Roots; Grammy-nom-
inated Maimouna Youssef; 
Mush1 and His Flatbush 
Re-Boppers; kids funk band 
Control the Sound. $9–$50. 
Noon. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

THEATER, “THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, March 2. 

READING, “ORCHID RECEIPT 
SERVICE”: The Starr Read-
ing Series presents Corinne 
Donly’s almost four-hour 
dream play about a break-
up between two trans-
gender men. Free. 6 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

DINING, ACADEMY AWARDS 
VIEWING PARTY AT AN-
TICA PESA: The Williams-
burg restaurant hosts an 
Academy Awards viewing 
party, featuring a menu of 
dishes ordered by Oscar 
winners at the restaurant 
in the past. Free. 6 pm. 
Antica Pesa Williamsburg 
[115 Berry St. between 
N. Seventh and N. Eighth 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 763–2635], www.anti-
capesa.com. 

FILM, THE OSCARS AT 
HEAVY WOODS!: Heavy 
Woods rolls out the red 
carpet — literally — and 
offers a beer and ballot for 
$5. Prizes for those with 
the best predictions! Free. 
6:30 pm. Heavy Woods [50 
Wyckoff Ave. at Willoughby 
Avenue in Bushwick, (929) 
234–3500], heavywoods-
bar.com. 

MON, MARCH 5
READING, “DEFINITION”: 

The Starr Reading Series 
presents Whitney White’s 
play about an African-Amer-
ican woman whose mind 
is unravelling. Free. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

TALK, ODDFELLOWS MEET-
ING WITH DAVID OS-
TROWSKI: The Indepen-
dent Order of Oddfellows 
#409 welcomes David 
Ostrowski, who will dis-
cuss living while in need 
of a kidney. RSVP to (718) 
627–5896 required. Free. 8 
pm. Temple Shalom [2075 
E. 68th St. at Avenue U in 
Bergen Beach, (917) 755–
3915], www.boroughpark-
lodge409.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Matthew Broussard, 
Christian Mangual, Paris 
Sashay, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open mic and stand-
up. Free. 6 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 6
ART, “WATERFRONT”: 11 

am to 6 pm. See Friday, 
March 2. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE ABIL-
ITY”: Noon–6 pm. See Fri-
day, March 2. 

TALK, THE FUTURE OF FEMI-
NISM: What does feminism 
mean in twenty-fi rst century 
America? “Lenny Letter” 
editor Jessica Grose, “Je-
zebel” editor-in-chief Koa 
Beck, and writer Ashley 
C. Ford discuss the inter-
section of contemporary 
feminism with other social 
justice movements. $5 (Free 
for members). 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, “TRICK”: Pulitzer 
Prize-winng author and 
translator Jhumpa Lahiri 
launches her translation 
of “Trick,” a novel by Do-
menico Starnone. $20. 7:30 
pm. Community Bookstore 
[143 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075], www.communi-
tybookstore.net. 

WED, MARCH 7
MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 

JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, March 2. 

FILM, LADIES ANIMATED 
SHORTS SCREENING: A 
free showcase of work by 
female animators, in Nite-
hawk’s Lo-Res bar. Free. 8 
pm. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

COMEDY, FULL MOON COM-
EDY: Your bathrobe-clad 
hosts welcome comedians 
on stage for this musically-
infused show, complete 
with a marshmallow toast 
and howling at the moon! 
Featuring Kenny DeForest, 
Kenice Mobley, and Rob 
Haze. $5 suggested dona-
tion. 8 pm. Starr Bar (214 
Starr St. between Irving and 
Wycoff Avenues in Bush-
wick). 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Sasheer 
Zamata, Liza Treyger, Dave 
Hill, Rob Cantrell, and more. 
Hosted by Mike Lebovitz. 
$10 ($5 in advance). 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th 

St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, MARCH 8
TALK, THE STORY AND 

LEGACY OF “ANGELS IN 
AMERICA”: Authors Isaac 
Butler and Dan Kois, who 
wrote “The World Only 
Spins Forward” about the 
play, are joined by actors 
from the original Broadway 
run. $10 ($5 for members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FILM, “BASQUIAT”: Little 
Cinema presents an immer-
sive screening of the biopic 
about Basquiat, featur-
ing David Bowie as Andy 
Warhol. With live music 
accompaniment, dancers, 
and video re-mixes. $16. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FILM, “THE FUTURE IS 
FEMALE”: Eight short 
science-fi ction fi lms by fe-
male directors. Followed 
by discussions with some 
of the fi lmmakers, and free 
punch in the bar downstairs. 
$16. 7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cin-
ema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, March 2. 

DANCE, “MOODS”: The 
Sokolow Theatre Ensemble 
presents work by dance 
pioneer Anna Sokolow . $25 
($18 students and seniors). 
8 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center [160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets Downtown, (800) 
838–3006], sokolow2018.
bpt.me. 

THEATER, DISNEY’S “HIGH 
SCHOOL MUSICAL”: 9 pm. 
See Saturday, March 3. 

MUSIC, HOME BREW OPERA: 
A funny, immersive operatic 
concert in a casual setting. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

COMEDY, UP N’ COMING: 
Comedy duo Reformed 
Whores host a comedy 
showcase, featuring Tom 
Thakkar, Alex English, 
Shalewa Sharpe, and 
George Gordon. Free. 9 
pm. Cobra Club (6 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bush-
wick), cobraclubbk.com. 

FRI, MARCH 9
TALK, HOW TO WRITE A 

KILLER ARTIST STATE-
MENT: A workshop for writ-
ers and artists. $20. 1 pm. 
440 Gallery [440 Sixth Ave. 
between Ninth and 10th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
499–3844], www.440gallery.
com. 

ART, FREE FRIDAY: Check out 
the history of business in 
Brooklyn, play buzzword 
bingo, and get a beer at this 
Friday night event. Free. 
5–9 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

DINING, MILL HOUSE BREW-
ING: The Hudson Vallery 
brewery offers a taste of 
its goodies. Free. 5–8 pm. 
Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington 
Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
phbeerworksny.com. 

DINING, ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
PARTY: The Danish Athletic 
Club offers a traditional 
corned beef and cabbage 
dinner and a performance 
by the Brooklyn Bards. $25. 
7 pm. Danish Athletic Club 
[735-741 65th Street, be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
Avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 748–7844]. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-
BER MUSIC SOCIETY: The 
Brooklyn Heights group 
performs work by Haydn, Si-
belius, and Franck. $30 ($20 
students). 8 pm. Chapel at 
First Unitarian Church [119 
Pierrepont St. between Clin-
ton St. and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
858–0718], www.brooklyn-
chambermusicsociety.org. 

DANCE, “MOODS”: 8 pm. See 
Thursday, March 8. 

THEATER, “THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 2. 

MR(S). BROOKLYN COMPETI-
TION, ROUND ONE: Acid 
Betty hosts the fi rst round 
of the borough-wide drag 
queen, king, and burlesque 
competition. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 10 pm. Secret Proj-
ect Robot (1186 Broadway 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Van Buren Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.mrsbknyc.
com. 

SAT, MARCH 10
MUSIC, ALICIA OLATUJA: The 

Brooklyn jazz singer returns 
home. $30. 8 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

READING, POP-UP SHAKE-
SPEARE: An entertaining 
pop-up book collabora-
tion between the Reduced 
Shakespeare Company and 
illustrator Jennie Maizels. 
Free. 11 am. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

TALK, COMMUNITY VIO-
LENCE PREVENTION: A 
violence prevention work-
shops teaching de-esca-
lation skills and basic self-
defense techniques. Free. 
Noon. Fort Hamilton Public 
Library (9424 Fourth Avenue 
at 94th Street in Bay Ridge). 
www.caeny.org

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

ART, “THE ART OF BREAST-
FEEDING” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: A group exhibit 
of art that celebrates the 
naturalness of breast-
feeding. A portion of the 
proceeds will go to the La 
Leche League. Free. 7–10 
pm. MF Gallery [213 Bond 
St. between Baltic and But-
ler streets in Gowanus, (917) 
446–8681], www.mfgallery.
net. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE 
FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW!: Lane Moore’s 
live online dating show 
welcomes comedian Eliot 
Glazer, musician JD Sam-
son, and author Mychal 
Denzel Smith. $15. 8:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com.

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

F
or goodness, sake!

A new brewery and taproom 
opening in Industry City this 

weekend will add a new kind of 
craft booze to your local drink-
ing options: sake. The owners of 
Brooklyn Kura, which officially 
opens its taproom on March 2, 
are excited to introduce people 
to a high-end version of the rice-
based beverage that they might 
only know from the limited drink 
list at their local sushi spot, said 
the brewery’s co-owner.

“People’s exposure to premium 
sake is so limited,” said Brian Po-
len. “They don’t know — are you 
supposed to shoot it? Is it only 
served warm? So we’re excited 

to educate new consumers about 
sake in a way that I don’t think 
they’ve had the chance to be ed-
ucated.” 

Polen, who lives in Prospect 
Heights, had his taste buds opened 
to the possibilities of sake dur-
ing at 2013 trip to Japan, where 
he also met his soon-to-be brew-
ing partner, Brandon Doughan. 
The two returned to the United 
States determined to make their 
own sake, and spent the last few 
years training, home-brewing and 
experimenting with the rice beer, 
with Polen here in Brooklyn and 
Doughan in Portland, Oregon.

In 2016, the two rented a spot in 
Brooklyn and began working full-
time on brewing sake. Setting the 
business in the Borough of Kings 
was an easy decision, said Polen. 

“We both think of Brooklyn as 
this very exceptional place with its 
history and current resurgence of 
craft breweries and makers. And 
there’s a large market of sophis-
ticated consumers who would be 
excited about something relatively 
new,” he said. “And the quality of 
New York City water, which is so 
important to sake — the combina-
tion of those things made Brook-
lyn a no-brainer.”

Brooklyn Kura — named for 
the Japanese word for a warehouse 
where valuables are stored, said 
Polen — produces bottles of sake 
for sale at wine stores and res-
taurants around the city, and its 
taproom will offer those variet-
ies on tap, as well as a rotating 
selection of sake types that Po-
len and Doughan produce in the 

nearby tanks.
Kura’s sake is a hefty 15 per-

cent alcohol, so portions are a lit-
tle more than three ounces, said 

Polen. It will be available by the 
glass, as well as in small and large 
carafes, which can be shared be-
tween three to five people, re-

spectively. 
“People tend to get two or three 

small carafes and taste the range,” 
said Polen. 

Most of the sakes are served 
chilled, but the Orizake, a cloudy 
variety of less-filtered sake, is 
served warm. Polen is looking for-
ward to guiding people through 
the different flavors and varieties 
of sake, he said, so visitors will 
want to come back for more.

“We’re continuing our efforts to 
educate people,” said Polen “We 
want to make the best product we 
can, but also to grow the market 
for ourselves and other sake pro-
ducers.”

The taproom will also serve 
charcuterie and cheese plates to 
help soak up the booze, along with 
tasty toasted seaweed snacks. 

Brooklyn Kura taproom [68 
34th St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
(347) 766–1601, www.brook-
lynkura.com]. Open Fri, 5–9 pm; 
Sat, 1–9 pm.

Outside the box: In his one-man show “Jukebox 
Life,” coming to On Stage at Kingsborough on March 
3, Broadway star Jarrod Spector traces his journey 
from being a 6-year-old singer on “Star Search” to 
performing on the Great White Way.

Brew crew: (Left to right) Brooklyn Kura founders Brandon Dougan and Brian Polen met in 
Japan, and spent years learning to brew sake before opening their business in Industry City. 
The taproom, opening on March 2, will serve sake, charcuterie, and cheese plates.
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Of rice and men
Sunset Park sake brewers launch 
new tasting room in Industry City P
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I couldn’t help but think that 
my flu had struck just as I was 
feeling super glum. And here 
was research to back up my 
supposition: infections come 
when we are least resilient, 
mentally and physically. 

2. Positive thinking actu-
ally builds skills: According 
to Barbara Frederickson at the 
University of North Carolina, 
positive emotions broaden 
your sense of possibility and 
open your mind, which al-
lows you to build new skills 
and resources that can provide 
value. Negative emotions do 
the opposite. Fear limits pos-
sibilities. It’s too scary to do 
anything, so why try? Wrong! 
The reason to try is because 
if you don’t, you won’t build 
skills and nothing good can 
happen!

3. Happiness makes you 
successful: Think about “The 
Little Engine that Could.” He 
thought he could and he did. 
Apparently, optimism pushes 
people past the hurdles. 

4. Positivity means no one 
can rain on your parade: 
Jon Gordon, author of “The 
“Energy Bus,” offers up that 
there’s no room for energy 
vampires who try to bring you 
down. He quotes Ghandi as 
saying, “I will not let anyone 
walk through my mind with 
dirty feet.” Surround your-
self with positive people and 
don’t allow complaining with-
out a solution!

5. Positivity means no 
more comparing: According 
to Sonia Lyubomirsky, a Uni-
versity of California researcher, 
unhappy people spend hours 
comparing themselves to other 
people both above and below 
themselves on the happiness 
scale. Meanwhile, happy peo-
ple didn’t compare themselves 
to anyone.

This last tidbit is a biggie. 
As I talk to my teens, I real-
ize that my own growing up 
was filled with comparisons, 
and I wonder now how much 
more fun I might have had I 
just stopped worrying about 

other people. What if I’d not 
been so sensitive to silly com-
ments or seeming slights, but 
just bulldozed through with my 
own armor of positivity, hav-
ing a good time?

I do that now, mostly. Cer-
tainly, it is what I advise my 
children to do, and I love it 
when I see them listen. It is 
possible. A huge by-product 
of positivity is better relation-
ships, and you can definitely 
see why. It is much nicer to 
hang with someone who has 
a sunny disposition than that 
glum Gus who feels like the 
world is caving in. 

I like to hearken back to 
my better more positive par-
enting moments to remem-
ber how to apply positivity to 
good ends. Flying, for exam-
ple. I used to be very afraid 
to fly until my kids were old 
enough to look at me on the 
plane and sense my panic. It 
was then I had to take a deep 
gulp of re-circulated oxygen-
less air and put a big fat smile 
on my face. 

“Isn’t flying fun?” I said, 
gritting my teeth against my 
fear. “Isn’t it beautiful?” 

And, wouldn’t you know it, 
I began to believe it myself. 
Hurtling through the air, over 
cities and mountains, through 
clouds, into sunsets. It is pretty 
spectacular. And I might not 
have realized it had I not felt 
the urgency to convince my 
kids it was a positive expe-
rience. (P.S.: They love fly-
ing). 

There are so many things 
like that in life. The things 
we’re scared of most, the 
things we have spent years 
loathing. Imagine you’re try-
ing to be a good role model of 
positivity and let’s try to re-
think: How would you frame 
that thing to your kids? 

I’m working on it. When 
I call my friend back, I have 
to have a much better atti-
tude. She’s counting on me, 
just like my kids are.

Just like I am. 
Sunny days, here I come. 

By Camille Sperrazza

hen you’ve got 90 years 
of experience, you 
know how to throw 

awesome parties.
Their grandparents may 

have started Sirico’s Cater-
ing, but two cousins, Hercu-
les and Jim Sirico, are the ones 
that keep these parties going 
every night.

Weddings
A bit overwhelmed with all 

to be done? Your life just got 
easier because everything you 
need is coordinated by Sirico’s 
in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get mar-
ried here? Say the word, and the 

planner will say, “I do.” 
Food: They get it. It’s got 

to be good. With customized 
menus for every taste and bud-
get, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate 
room for the cocktail hour, then 
make their way to another for 
dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it moving 
all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos 
will be treasured for a lifetime, 
so Sirico’s works with proven 
photographers and videogra-
phers who make sure special 
moments are captured. The 
beautiful gardens and active 

fireplace in the lobby make 
perfect backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets 
the mood and atmosphere, so 
color-coordinate your event 
with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the stars 
with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright 
blue sky. Sirico’s has it all cov-
ered with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Sweet 16s
Busy moms can relax be-

cause Sirico’s party planner 
has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where 
the guest of honor can wait 
with friends before the intro-

ductions begin.
Tropical Bar: Say aloha to 

the place where teens enjoy 
drinks that include virgin pina 
coladas, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with 
fun food, customize designed 
to taste. Among the offerings: 
taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, 
there’s an ice cream sundae 
bar, candy tables, and Sirico’s 
famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from 
in-house designs and decora-
tions, tailored to teens. Bal-
loon center pieces are always 
a hit.

Other parties
Every special occasion calls 

for unique needs, and Siri-
co’s accommodates them all. 
Whether it’s an anniversary, 
retirement, Communion, Con-
firmation, corporate event, or 
other special occasion, Sirico’s 
is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that 
can accommodate up to 100, 
200, and 300 people. 

Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for 
all guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th 

Ave.between 80th and 81st 

streets in Dyker Heights, (718) 

331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 

Open Tuesdays through Sun-

days, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.
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3) Attach remote  
to holder.
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remotes to the holder 
as shown.
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plus shipping  
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residences that once occupied 
the strip of Flushing Avenue 
between Navy Street and N. 
Elliot Place, and the newly 
built, five-story steel struc-
ture that will replace them 
— which will contain retail-
ers including the highly an-
ticipated outpost of  beloved 
grocery store Wegmans  — 
is well on its way to comple-
tion, Newman said.

Navy Yard officials told 
this newspaper in 2016 that the 
massive market, which will 
occupy more than a football 
field’s worth of space, would 
welcome its first hungry shop-
pers this year, but bigwigs now 
predict an early 2019 open-
ing, she said.

“People should be able to 
go shop there next year,” New-
man said.   

Steiner Studios
The ongoing expansion of 

Steiner Studios — a film-and-
television studio that currently 
occupies six buildings spread 
across 26 acres on Washing-
ton Avenue between Gee and 
Paulding streets — includes 
the construction of six new 

sound stages that will bump 
the company’s total Navy 
Yard footprint to 60 acres, 
according to a Commerical 
Observer  report .

Bigwigs at Hollywood on 
the East River expect actors 
to take their new stages later 
this year, Newman said.

And the five soon-to-finish 
projects are only one phase of 
the Navy Yard’s resurgence as 
a next-generation commercial 
hub. Its honchos recently un-
veiled a plan to reach 30,000 
jobs over the next several years 
by creating another five-mil-
lion square feet of space — 
five times the amount inside 
Building 77 — at three new 
developments in the yard on 
Kent and Flushing avenues, 
and near Admiral’s Row closer 
to the Dumbo-side of the site, 
Newman said.  

“Continuing to add space 
for businesses and middle-
class jobs, and laying out a 
vision of what the yard can 
be as a home for manufac-
turing in the 21st century, is 
really important to us,” she 
said. “It’s a vision that will 
take place over many, many 
years.”

Continued from page 1

NAVY YARD...

A friend called recently 
to say she was chan-
neling my positive at-

titude. 
I laughed. Me? My posi-

tive attitude? 
I had spent the morning 

sweating out my fever from a 
flu that had struck out of no-
where. My vacation to beauti-
ful New Mexico had been can-
celled and it was the fifth day 

of rain and cold out in Long 
Island where we’d gone think-
ing it’d be easier for my son 
to get around with his still-
broken limbs. 

Positive attitude. Positive 
attitude. Where had mine 
gone? 

I appreciated the call. It 
was a good reminder that I 
am “that person.” I believe in 
the power of positivity, and I 

preach it often to my kids. 
Still, maybe I needed a re-

fresher on the top reasons it is 
important to be positive. 

1. Optimistic women live 
longer, according to Har-
vard research: It turns out 
psychological resilience can 
help ward off deadly health 
conditions including cancer, 
heart disease, stroke, respi-
ratory disease and infection. 

Working on my positive attitude
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a wood-be land-
mark.

Coney Islanders blasted 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission at a Feb. 14 pub-
lic meeting, complaining that 
landmarking the iconic Coney 
Island Riegelmann Boardwalk 
would do nothing to protect 
its signature wooden struc-
ture. Agency reps promised 
that alternate materials such 
as concrete and recycled plas-
tic would still recall the appear-
ance of the 2.5-mile, 95-year-
old Boardwalk, but one local 
insisted that those materials 
would change the essence of 
the walkway forever. 

“If the boards can be re-
placed by concrete that has 
a board-like pattern, are you 
seriously suggesting that that 
should suffice in terms of re-
calling what the Boardwalk was 
but no longer is?” asked Rob 
Burnstein, the president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Al-
liance. “What makes it a Board-
walk is having boards.”

The agency recommended 
the Boardwalk for scenic land-
mark status, which would pro-
tect its existence as a landscape 
and the general parameters of 
its physical presence, including 
its length and width, a spokes-
woman said. But even individ-
ual landmark status — which 
applies to the exterior of indi-

vidual structures — would not 
necessarily protect the wood, 
because parts of its surface have 
been replaced with concrete and 
recycled plastic lumber begin-
ning in 2009. 

If the agency granted the 
Boardwalk scenic landmark 
status, it would only act in an 
advisory capacity in regulating 
and maintaining the walkway, 
with the 11-member city Pub-
lic Design Commission hav-
ing final say in maintenance 
and material matters. But an-
other local said that the com-
mission would be unqualified to 
maintain the Boardwalk since 
it doesn’t even have a coastal 
engineer among its members 
— which a spokeswoman con-

firmed — possibly leading it to 
ignore the  flooding and erosion 
problems that the concrete sec-
tions exacerbated during Hur-
ricane Sandy . 

“Concrete is known to in-
crease wave action,” said Ida 
Sanoff, the executive direc-
tor of the National Resources 
Protective Association. “There 
are tens of thousands of hous-
ing units that abut this Board-
walk.” 

Locals have led a years-
long fight for both the wood 
and an environmental-impact 
study, with the  local community 
board even backing  members 
of the alliance who filed a law-
suit calling for an environmen-
tal-impact study. But the Pub-

Planks for the memories!
Locals slam landmarks for threatening Coney Boardwalk

lic Design Commission does 
not commission studies and re-
lies on research by the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation 
— which currently has juris-
diction over the Boardwalk — 
to determine the best approach 
to issues related to coastal ero-
sion, according to a commis-
sion spokeswoman. 

Locals also suggested the 
parks department wanted a 
concrete Boardwalk because, 
at $126 per square foot, it is 
cheaper than the $144-per-
square-foot wood, and that it 
would be more durable for the 
city vehicles that sometimes 
cruise down the walkway. 

Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), who 
 has pushed to get the Board-
walk landmarked for years , in-
sisted that making it a scenic 
landmark was crucial for the 
Boardwalk’s future, because it 
would ensure its existence in 
perpetuity and add more layers 
of oversight for repairs.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A truck driver hit and 
killed a man crossing the 
street at a notoriously dan-
gerous Kensington intersec-
tion near Ocean Parkway on 
Tuesday, police said.

The 57-year-old motorist 
behind the wheel of a box truck 

was traveling along Church 
Avenue toward McDonald Av-
enue when he plowed into the 
victim around 9:30 pm while 
making a right turn onto the 
Caton Avenue–bound side of 
the six-lane Prospect Express-
way where that road meets 
Ocean Parkway, according 
to authorities.

Paramedics rushed the 
victim — who police had 
yet to identify by press time 
— to Methodist Hospital, 
where doctors pronounced 

him dead, cops said.
Officers didn’t immedi-

ately charge the driver, who 
stayed at the scene, and made 
no arrests by press time, ac-
cording to police, who said 
they are still investigat-
ing and did not comment 
on whether the victim had 
the right of way when the 

deadly crash occurred.
 The city installed a pedes-

trian island  to help locals cross 
the treacherous intersection 
after another truck driver  hit 
and killed 73-year-old Ngozi 
Agbim  at the juncture five 
years ago.

And state and local pols 
have attempted to improve 

Man killed by trucker in deadly crash in Kensington
safety along Ocean Parkway, 
 once named Brooklyn’s most 
dangerous thoroughfare , by 
reducing its speed limit and 
banning certain right and 
left turns off of the road, but 
those regulations do not go far 
enough, according to Kens-
ington’s councilman.

“Deeply saddened by the 
pedestrian killed y’day at 
Ocean Parkway & Church 
Avenue. We worked to 
make that intersection safer 
& added the refuge island af-
ter Ngozi Agbim’s death in 
2013. But we have not done 
enough, and with tragic conse-

quences,” Brad Lander wrote 
 on Twitter  the day after the 
fatal crash.

Since 2010, a total of 158 
people were injured in traf-
fic accidents at the intersec-
tion where the trucker fatally 
struck the man earlier this 
week, according to  data from 
the city’s Vision Zero initia-
tive , which claims no fatali-
ties occurred at the juncture 
in that time frame, and does 
not list Agbim’s death among 
its recorded crashes.

A transportation-depart-
ment spokesman did not im-
mediately return a request 

for comment, but said the 
agency is looking into the 
omission. 

The deadly collision was 
the second time a truck driver 
hit and killed a pedestrian 
crossing a Kings County street 
in less than two weeks. 

On Feb. 17,  a United Parcel 
Service trucker hit and killed 
a 27-year-old woman  crossing 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene 
while the victim had the right 
of way, according to authori-
ties, who said they are still in-
vestigating and have not made 
any arrests.

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It needs help from above. 
Civic gurus punted a contro-

versial rezoning application for 
a plot of Fort Greene land where 
 church leaders want to erect 
a 13-story tower of so-called 
affordable housing  to the bor-
ough president after panning 
the proposal last week.

“As represented by the very 
vocal voices tonight, I move that 
this body votes against this proj-
ect, and sends the message that 
we’re not in favor of it,” said 
Community Board 2 member 
John Harrison at a full board 
meeting on Feb. 14.

Clergy from the Hanson 
Place Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church want to raze the 
house of worship’s old three-
story community center at 142–
150 S. Portland Ave. between 
Hanson and S. Elliott places to 
make way for a 138-foot resi-
dential high-rise with 100 units, 
a new street-level multi-pur-
pose space, and a below-ground 
medical facility.

The proposed tower would 

contain 19 studios, 42 one-bed-
rooms, 24 two-bedrooms, and 
14 three-bedrooms all doled 
out via the city’s housing lot-
tery according to three income-
based affordability tiers. Twen-
ty-five units would be priced at 
60 percent of the area’s median 
income, another 25 would be 
offered at 100 percent of that 
figure, and the remaining 50 
at 130 percent.

But before the church’s cho-
sen builder can break ground, 
the city must upzone the area 
generally bounded by S. Port-
land Avenue and Hanson and S. 
Elliot places to allow for tow-
ers that rise as tall as 14 stories, 
five higher than the nine-story 
structures currently allowed on 
the land, which contains the de-
velopment site and other lots 
including several row houses 
and a  13-story tower  built be-
fore the city downzoned the 
area to its current height cap 
in 2007.  

The upzoning application 
also proposes giving develop-
ers a free pass to build store-
fronts on the ground-level of 

new Hanson Place buildings 
erected within the rezoned area 
through what’s called a “com-
mercial overlay.” 

And it includes extend-
ing the Special Downtown 
Brooklyn district along Han-
son Place, which now ends at 
S. Elliot Place, by one block to 
S. Portland Avenue. 

Expanding the district, 
which establishes special height 
and setback regulations to pro-
mote the nabe’s residential and 
retail growth, would limit the 
construction of more tall tow-
ers on the land it covers. Future 
buildings next to the row houses 
within it would be restricted to 
the area’s current height limit of 
nine stories, even if the upzon-
ing is ultimately approved, ac-
cording to Community Board 
2. And any of the special dis-
trict’s other regulations, such 
as mandatory sidewalk wid-
ening and parking restrictions, 
would not apply in the exten-
sion, information distributed 
by the board said.

Community Board 2’s 
Land Use Committee voted 

Living on a prayer
Board votes down Ft. Greene church’s 
rezoning proposal, kicks it to the beep

Community Board 2 voted against a Fort Greene 
church’s application to rezone land occupied by its 
community center, which it wants to demolish in or-
der to erect this 13-story residential tower.
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last month to support a spot 
rezoning that only applies to 
the church’s property and to 
reject the rest of the applica-
tion, because its members 
feared other developers would 
scoop up low-rise or empty lots 
on the larger plot of land in or-
der to build taller and denser 

buildings down the line, ac-
cording to the committee’s 
chairwoman.

But the full board rejected 
the committee’s recommenda-
tion at its Feb. 14 session, and 
instead voted against the up-
zoning application in its en-
tirety.

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

A Flatbush man pleaded 
guilty on Feb. 16 to providing 
support to ISIS.

Mohamed Rafik Naji, 38, 
pleaded guilty to one count of 

attempting to provide material 
support or resources to the ter-
rorist group, according to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

Naji sought to assist ISIS 
both before and after travel-
ling to join the group in 2015 

in Yemen, according to a press 
release the office issued.

“Naji viewed and distributed 
ISIS propaganda before travel-
ling from New York to Yemen 
in March 2015 in an effort to 
join ISIS,” the release said.

Naji returned to the U.S. in 
September of 2015, and dis-
cussed how to travel to then 
ISIS-controlled territory in 
Syria by way of Turkey, and 
also talked about the apparent 
ease of carrying out a truck at-

tack in Times Square, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

He faces a maximum term 
of 20 years in prison, accord-
ing to rep for the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office, but there is no 
date set for sentencing.

Bklyn man pleads guilty to trying to join ISIS
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