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Your World  — Your News

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Get with the Times!
The borough’s one-

time newspaper of record 
reported the death of Em-

ily Warren Roebling — the 
woman who in the late 1800s 

took on the herculean task of 
completing the Brooklyn Bridge, 
the world’s first steel-cable suspen-
sion span, when she wasn’t even 
allowed to vote — more than a 
century before the city’s long-time 

paper of record published her obit-
uary last week. 

The New York Times, which be-
gan printing on the distant isle at 
the other end of Brooklyn’s name-
sake crossing in 1851, published 
its better-late-than-never report 
as part of a  series  on pioneering 
women whose legacies the paper’s 
then-predominantly white, male 
newsroom failed to recognize in 
their eras, including black investi-
gative journalist Ida B. Wells, gay-
rights activist and drag performer 

Marsha P. Johnson, and mathema-
tician Ada Lovelace.

But Roebling’s death at 59 in 
1903, more than 50 years after the 
Times debuted, failed to make its 
headlines at the time despite her 
profound contribution to the city 
it had then called home for de-
cades.

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, how-
ever — which was published from 
1841 to 1955 before coming back 
to life under entirely new owners 
in 1996 — reported news of Roe-

bling’s passing one day after she 
died in her New Jersey home.

Its obituary quoted her doctor 
at the time, who reportedly be-
lieved that her work on the bridge 
was too arduous for a lady to han-
dle and attributed her death to fa-
tigue — not the stomach cancer 
that actually killed her.

“The work done by Mrs. Roe-
bling at this time was far too great 
for any woman and her health has 
never been the same since then,” 
the newspaper reported on March 
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Ahead of the Times
This borough gave woman behind Brooklyn Bridge an obit

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Kings County’s top prosecutor must 
probe the medical history of the woman 
who on March 5 killed two children 
after she ran a red light and collided 
with them in Park Slope  before he can 
charge her , he said.

District Attorney Eric Gonzalez indi-
cated that a seizure may have led Staten 
Island resident Dorothy Bruns to plow 
her Volvo sedan into the kids and their 
mothers, who survived along with an-
other struck man, and said he is exam-
ining the motorist’s health records to 
determine whether her decision to get 
behind the wheel constitutes a crimi-
nal violation of the law.

“It’s a real tragedy, but we have to 
make sure this woman should have 
been driving in the first place,” Gon-
zalez said.

Various reports citing anonymous 
law-enforcement sources indicate that 
Bruns, who fatally hit 1-year-old Joshua 
Lew and 4-year-old Abigail Blumenstein 
as they crossed Ninth Street at Fifth Av-
enue with the other victims, suffered 
from numerous medical conditions, in-
cluding multiple sclerosis.

If true, the deadly crash mirrors a 
January 2017 incident in East Flatbush 
that left pedestrian and father Marlon 
Palacios dead after a driver diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis plowed into him 
at high speeds on Linden Boulevard. 

Before pressing charges, DA to comb medical 
history of motorist who killed two kids in Slope

DRIVING CHANGE: Roughly 1,000 street-safety activists strode down Ninth Street in Park Slope on Mon-
day — one week after Staten Island resident Dorothy Bruns killed two young children crossing the road at 
Fifth Avenue — demanding city leaders implement traffic-calming measures on streets in all five boroughs 
in the wake of the deadly crash.
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zig, a Manhattan-based attorney who 
represents pedestrians and cyclists.  

Prosecutors may also investigate 
whether Bruns suffered previous sei-
zures or other debilitating episodes, and 
if she herself could have known that her 
physical health could affect her ability 
to drive, Flanzig said. 

“If you know with some reasonable 
degree that your ability to operate a ve-
hicle is compromised, it can still rise to 
that level of being reckless, even with-
out a doctor,” he said.

But if the alleged seizure that caused 
Bruns — whose driver’s licence was 
revoked by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles after last week’s collision at 
the urging of police — to lose control 
of her vehicle in Park Slope is deemed 
an isolated incident, the district attor-
ney may find it harder to build a case, 
according to Flanzig.

Gonzalez’s decision not to imme-
diately charge Bruns after the deadly 
crash followed his similar reactions in 
the wake of other fatal collisions in the 
borough.

Last month, he did not charge  the 
United Parcel Service trucker who hit 
and killed a 27-year-old woman cross-
ing Ashland Place at DeKalb Avenue 
in Fort Greene , even though police said 
the victim had the right of way at the 
time of the incident.

In January, oil-truck driver  Philip 
Monfoletto ran down 13-year-old cyclist 
Kevin Flores while behind the wheel 

of his big-rig in Bedford-Stuyvesant , 
killing the boy. Gonzalez slapped Mon-
foletto with a criminal-misdemeanor 
charge for operating the heavy-duty 
vehicle with a suspended license, but 
failed to bring felony charges against 
the trucker, whose license had been sus-
pended nine times when the collision oc-
curred — one suspension short of the 10 
needed at the time of any arrest to war-
rant more serious consequences.

And last July,  Action Carting  garbage-

truck driver Jose Nunez smashed into cy-
clist Neftaly Ramirez,  killing him before 
driving away without alerting authori-
ties . Separate investigations by the  po-
lice  and the  district attorney , however, 
concluded that Nunez didn’t know he ran 
over Ramirez, and the motorist walked 
away with a summons for driving the truck 
without the correct class of licence.  

But the intense media attention gen-
erated by outrage over the Park Slope 
crash that killed young Lew and Blu-

menstein — and left the girl’s preg-
nant mother, Tony Award–winning 
stage actress Ruthie Ann Miles, criti-
cally injured — may mean the differ-
ence between a slap on the wrist or a 
felony indictment for Bruns, accord-
ing to Flanzig.   

“From my experience with district 
attorneys, they tend to be very respon-
sive when there’s a public outcry,” the 
lawyer said. “You’re not going to see 
Gonzalez back away from this.”

 Gonzalez charged that motorist with 
reckless manslaughter  in February, af-
ter investigators alleged that his neu-
rological disorder directly contributed 
to the crash — and that he ignored his 
doctor’s orders not to get behind the 
wheel because of his condition.   

And the district attorney’s investiga-
tors can now be expected to comb Bruns’s 
medical past to find out whether doctors 
issued her similar warnings before she 
drove into the victims, potentially is-
suing subpoenas to uncover documents 
that could be used against her, according 
to one personal-injury lawyer.

“They’re going to be talking to doc-
tors, subpoenaing records, looking for 
documentation of that,” said Daniel Flan-

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

CITY PLANS CHANGES 
ON NINTH STREET

LOCALS OPEN HEARTS 
TO VICTIMS’ FAMILIES 

SEE PAGE 6

INSIDE

1, 1903. “Dr. Clark, the family phy-
sician, traces the mental and phys-
ical exhaustion, which culminated 
in the recent breakdown from the 
time when Mrs. Roebling worked 
on Brooklyn Bridge.” 

Roebling’s obituary in the Eagle 
— printed next to articles about 
typhoid victims and how some 
female teachers in Brooklyn op-
posed someone of their own sex 
leading the borough’s school sys-
tem — highlighted her fight for 
women’s equality, book smarts, 
and loyal friendships, but her-
alded her work on the bridge as 
her biggest feat.

“Of attractive personality, tact-
ful, gracious and winning in man-
ner, she was a prominent figure 
in social and club life — a ready 
speaker, a bright, witty conversa-

The once-great Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle reported Emily  
Roebling’s death in 1903. B
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See OBIT  on page 12

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s on his high horse!
The Red Hook industrialist who 

recently bought Kensington Sta-
bles unveiled plans to turn the be-
leaguered barn into a “state of the 
art” horse-riding facility for Pros-
pect Park–goers — but first wants 
the city to sign off on an applica-
tion to upzone the property so he 
can build revenue-earning hous-
ing above the pony palace.

“We want to sit down with the 
city and go over the things the park 
needs to make it really viable for a 
horse stable,” said concrete mag-
nate John Quadrozzi, Jr.,  revealed 
as the barn’s dark-horse buyer  last 
December by this newspaper.

Quadrozzi’s proposal calls for 

building seven new stories atop the 
stables, which would contain 12 
rental units that he said will rake 
in cash and allow him to rebuild the 
dilapidated barn that is still under 
a city-issued vacate order after in-
spectors in December discovered 
a partially collapsed roof, rotten 
ceiling joists, and bulging brick 
walls that a Department of Build-
ings spokesman called a “signifi-
cant safety hazard.”

And once the barn is reno-
vated, the tycoon said he plans to 
re-brand it as Prospect Park Sta-
bles, and hopes to move forward 
with a latent plan to turn a patch of 
the nearby green space into a pre-
mier equestrian trot spot. 

“Something as wonderful as an 
actual riding arena in the park would 
be a home run,” Quadrozzi said.

Raise the hoof
Stables’ buyer wants to make 
barn home for humans, horses 

Quadrozzi said he has no prob-
lem with agreeing to maintain sta-
bles indefinitely as long as the city 
okays his plan to make the prop-
erty profitable.

And as part of his makeover of 
the stables, Quadrozzi wants to pig-
gyback on an agreement between 
the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and local equestrian organi-
zation Gallop NYC to bring a rid-
ing arena to Prospect Park’s Parade 
Ground, located just a block from 
the tycoon’s Caton Place barn.

The Parks Department secured 
funds for the enclosed arena via a 
joint grant from Lander and Bor-
ough President Adams in 2014, and 
designs already exist, according to 
Gallop’s head Alicia Kershaw. But 
the project stalled when the future 
of Kensington Stables fell into jeop-
ardy, and Gallop allowed a transfer 
of the funds reserved for the riding 
arena to the city’s Economic Devel-
opment Corporation so that agency 
could put the cash towards a bid to 
buy the barn, Kershaw said.

“When it looked like the only 
way to stave the stables was to move 
the money and buy them, we autho-
rized its repurposing,” she said.

Now that Quadrozzi purchased 
the facility, however, those funds 
are expected to revert to the arena 
project, and the barn’s new owner 
— whose concrete company once 
rebuilt part of Prospect Park’s bri-
dle path — hopes to partner with 
Gallop by offering the group sta-
ble space in exchange for use of the 
riding grounds, he said.

“We’d love to host Gallop’s 
horses and be able to access the 
arena,” Quadrozzi said. 

And leaders of the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which maintains 
the meadow in conjunction with 
the city, remain amenable to bring-
ing the arena to the green space, 
according to Lander.

But local equestrians should not 
expect to trot around the facility 
anytime soon, according to Ker-
shaw, who said it could take sev-
eral years before the arena plan 
makes its way through the city’s 
slow-going approval process for 
capital projects.   

“If everybody today said, ‘Lets 
do it,’ it’s at least three years away,” 
she said. “It could happen, but it’s 
not happening in a short time.”

The local councilman said he 
is open to permitting develop-
ment of the stables in some form 
— whether through a zoning vari-
ance that would allow for a taller 
mixed-use structure, or by selling 
the air rights above the mare lair 

to a builder working on a nearby 
project — but that he would first 
need Quadrozzi’s commitment to 
maintain a community riding fa-
cility for far longer than the five 
years he agreed to in his deal to buy 
Kensington Stables from its for-

mer owner, the Blankenship family, 
which sold the barn to pay off debts 
owed by its late patriarch.

“John made a commitment 
for five years — that’s not long-
term preservation,” said Brad 
Lander (D–Kensington).

The new owner of Kensington Stables, concrete magnate John Quadrozzi, Jr., wants the 
city to sign off on his plan to redevelop the crumbling property into a mixed-use structure 
that includes a new state-of-the-art facility near Prospect Park.
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INSIDE: STUDENTS ACROSS BOROUGH DEMAND GUN REFORM P3
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

These kids get an A in ac-
tivism. 

Thousands of students ral-
lied for stricter gun laws dur-
ing school walkouts across the 
borough on Wednesday — one 
month to the day that a gun-
man killed 17 people when 
he opened fire inside a Flor-
ida high school. 

“Enough is enough — I 
want my voice to be heard,” 
said Tyler Ovenden, a senior 
at Brooklyn Tech. “There are 
all these shootings, and no one 
has spoken up.”  

Impassioned pupils from the 
Fort Greene high school joined 
kids from Packer Collegiate In-
stitute in Brooklyn Heights, PS 
321 and the four schools within 
the John Jay Educational Cam-
pus in Park Slope, Fort Hamil-
ton High School in Bay Ridge, 
Midwood’s Edward R. Murrow 
High School, and other borough 
learning houses at demonstra-
tions across Kings County. 

Participants in the 17-min-
ute walkouts — which were 
timed to reflect the number of 
lives lost in Florida, but went 
on for much longer in many 
cases — brandished signs 
and shouted chants demand-
ing common-sense gun legisla-
tion, including new laws to en-
sure assault weapons, such as 
the semi-automatic AR-15 as-
sault rifle the 19-year-old Flor-
ida shooter used in his deadly 
rampage, don’t fall into the 
wrong hands.

YOUTH IN REVOLT
Students demand gun reform at walkouts across boro

Pupils at the John Jay Educational Campus in Park Slope staged a walkout on 
Wednesday to advocate for gun reform.
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And some young protestors 
expressed fears that their class-
rooms could become future tar-
gets if legislators do not act.

“As a student, the situation 
is very scary,” said Tasia Alam, 
a freshman at Edward R. Mur-
row. “I would hate to see my-
self in that situation.”

The rallies followed Presi-
dent Trump’s decision earlier 
this week to  disavow his pre-
vious pledge to push for tighter 
gun laws  and instead move to-
ward a National Rifle Associ-
ation–backed proposal to arm 
and train teachers who could 
defend students in an attack.     

But the last thing many lo-
cal students want is more fire-

arms in classrooms, according 
to another Brooklyn Tech teen, 
who said even his educators re-
coiled at the thought.

“I don’t want my teachers 
to have guns,” said Nicolas 
Killmer. “Even my teachers 
don’t want to have guns.”

Borough President Adams, 
who led students and other res-
idents in an after-school rally 
at the Prospect Park Band-
shell that followed many of 
the morning walkouts, urged 
Brooklynites to stay vigilant in 
their fight for lasting reform. 

“Now is that moment. We 
must do something about guns,” 
he said. “This rally is just the 
beginning of a movement 

for national change.”
And Mayor DeBlasio re-

turned to Kings County to 
join the walkout at Edward R. 
Murrow, where he also spoke 
about the need to tighten gun 
regulations. 

But despite Hizzoner’s in-
volvement, kids who partici-
pated in the demonstration at 
the public high school were still 
marked absent from class, ac-
cording to Alam, who said she 
would have appreciated a free 
pass from the leaders of the 
city’s education system.

“I would have done it ei-
ther way, but I would prefer 
if I wasn’t marked absent,” 
she said.

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklynites need to de-
mand their streets continue to 
move away from their origi-
nal automobile-centric design 
and toward a more pedestrian-
friendly format, or more chil-
dren will die beneath the wheels 
of cars, guests on the latest ep-

isode of Brooklyn Paper Radio 
told hosts Vince DiMiceli and 
Anthony Rotunno.

One week after two kids 
were killed at the intersec-
tion of Ninth Street and Fifth 
Avenue, Transportation Alter-
natives’ Paul Steely White and 
Councilman Brad Lander both 
agreed that cars shouldn’t own 
the streets, and people should 

— a point that was driven home 
Monday night during a safe-
streets march in Park Slope.

 “Parents and kids turned 
out demanding our elected of-
ficials get something done,” 
Steely White said.

The gang’s discussion  
touched on reeducating driv-
ers about what they need to do 
while behind the wheel and, of 

course, the battle with Big Auto 
and its gobs and gobs of liquid 
cash spent on enacting pro-car 
policies across this great coun-
try of ours (well, the last one 
is a bit of a stretch).

And you can hear it all right 
now.

Brooklyn  Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday afternoon.

ON THE RADIO:

Making Brooklyn streets safer
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 
300,000 to 400,000 back surgeries every 
year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform 
at least 100,000 operations for lumbar 
disc disease alone, and orthopedic sur-
geons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% 
of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over 
the country are racing to acquire and 
get trained to operate the DRX9000TM, 
an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the 
knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains 
how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 
10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would 
come back without it. After investigated 
this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive 
forces on the intervertebral discs and 

back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative 
pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it 
to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc 
herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM 
has documented success with are back 
pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a 
relapse or failure following back sur-
gery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a 
free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 
718-234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor 
treats herniated 

and bulging discs, 
sciatica,

and serious
lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY
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•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
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and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A jerk swiped a woman’s 
wallet she left on a desk in-
side an Adams Street build-
ing sometime between Feb. 26 
and March 5, cops said.

The victim told police she 
left her Lo and Sons red wallet 
on the desk inside the build-
ing near Pearl Street and when 
she looked for it a week later 
on March 5, it was gone — 
along with her health-insur-
ance card, credit cards, and 

cash inside, officials said. 

Theater thief
A punk took a woman’s 

phone inside a movie the-
ater near Albee Square on 
March 6, police said. 

The 22-year-old victim 
went to the bathroom inside 
the theater near Fleet Street 
around 11 pm and when she 
returned to her seat about 
30 minutes later, her iPhone 
was gone, according to au-
thorities.

Get up and grab 
Some baddie took a guy’s 

bag from inside a Nevins 

Sneak swipes woman’s wallet from desk

Street building during a 
March 8 meeting, officials 
said. 

The 66-year-old victim told 
police he got up to go to the 
bathroom inside the building 
near State Street around 2:30 
pm — leaving behind his Nike 
backpack containing his wal-
let, Skullcandy wireless head-
phones, Swiss Army watch, 
and “Dunkirk” video disc — 
and when he sat back down 
at 3 pm, it was gone.

Subway snake 
A malefactor swiped a 

woman’s bag inside a train 
station near Willoughby Street 
on Feb. 24, police said. 

The woman told cops on 
March 9 that she was sitting 
on a bench inside the station 
near Jay Street waiting for a 
Coney Island-bound F train 
around 2 pm, and 30 minutes 
after she got up and boarded 
the train, she realized that she 
did not have her purse contain-
ing her Android phone, cash, 
driver’s license, and keys.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Window smash
Some punk smashed a 

woman’s car window and stole 
her purse on Rockwell Place 
on March 11, police said. 

The 25-year-old woman 
parked her car near DeKalb 
Avenue around 11 am, and 
when she returned at 1 pm, 
she saw the baddie shattered 
her back driver-side window 
and swiped her purse — con-
taining cash, a stethoscope, 
debit card, and blood-pressure 
cuffs — from inside the ve-
hicle, authorities said. 

The cur then tried to use 
the woman’s stolen card at 
a Fulton Street department 
store, cops said. 

Internal incident 
Cops cuffed a Fire Depart-

ment emergency responder for 
hitting her co-worker’s arm 
inside a DeKalb Avenue hos-
pital on March 4.

The victim told police she 
was working inside the emer-
gency room of the medical 
center near Ashland Place 
around 6:45 am when the sus-
pect hit her in the left arm 
with a tablet. 

What a trickster! 
Some con artist scammed 

a woman out of thousands of 
dollars for an Ashland Place 
apartment on Feb. 16, police 
said. 

The 52-year-old victim 
met the fraudster near Ful-
ton Street around 7:30 pm 
and handed over $3,000 for 
the apartment, but she later 
found out it was a scam and 
that the phony had nothing to 
do with the building, and re-
ported it to cops on March 6, 
police said. 

Bad dream
A nogoodnik swiped a 

guy’s wallet while he was 
sleeping on a subway inside 
a station near Fulton Street 
on Feb. 27, police said. 

The 21-year-old victim told 
authorities he fell asleep on 
a Manhattan-bound C train 
around 10:30 pm, and when 
he woke up a few stops later 
near Washington Avenue, his 
black leather wallet contain-
ing $150 and his New York 
State identification card was 
gone. — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

In the weed
Cops arrested a 45-year-old 

man for allegedly smoking pot 
outside a Warren Street hous-
ing building on Feb. 28.

The arresting officer said 
he spotted the man puffing 
away on the weed cigar be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues at 7:40 pm, and claims 
the man tossed the blunt upon 
seeing the cop.

But the patrolman found 
the drugs on the ground 
nearby, and cuffed the sus-
pect on possession charges, 
authorities said.

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a 

man’s bike he chained up out-
side his Second Street home 
on Feb. 22.

The victim told police he 
locked his mountain bike to 
a chain-link fence outside his 
building between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at 5 pm, and 
returned the following morn-
ing to find his two-wheeler 
stolen.

Bad sport
An employee allegedly 

stole an estimated $46,000 
worth of merchandise from 
a Flatbush Avenue sporting-
goods store from Aug. 4 to 
Feb. 19.

When police finally caught 
the suspect, who worked at the 
store beween Atlantic Avenue 
and Pacific Street, they found 
his car stuffed with more than 
$1,700 worth of jackets and 
sneakers.

Cops booked the man on 
Feb. 27, charging him with 
grand larceny by way of dis-
honest employment.

Trash talk
A dispute over trash 

amongst residents of a Fifth 
Avenue apartment building 
turned violent on Feb. 18.

The victim, 57, told po-
lice the suspect threw trash 
against the door of her apart-
ment between Degraw Street 
and Berkley Place at 7:30 pm, 
while screaming, “If next time 
you don’t put the trash out-
side, I will do something bad 
to you!” — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Busted
Cops cuffed a man and 

woman who they said tried 
to steal shampoo from a 
Smith Street pharmacy on 
March 13.

An employee said the pair 
entered the store near War-
ren Street at 1:25 pm and took 
shampoo, chocolate, and ice 
cream from the shelves, be-
fore putting the items in a 
bookbag. A security guard 
noticed they were trying to 
leave without paying, and de-
tained them until police ar-
rived, officers said. 

Authorities arrested the 
two in Carroll Gardens, and 
charged the duo with petty 
larceny and criminal posses-
sion of stolen property.

Van break-in
A jerk stole tools from a 

van parked on Loraine Street 
on March 11.

The victim said he left tools 
in his white van he parked be-
tween Columbia and Hicks 
streets at 2:35 pm, and when 
he returned at 3:15 pm, they 
were gone. The thief took a 
drill, a saw, and a grinder, 
police said.

Cheap crook
Officers arrested a woman 

who they said stole change 
from atop a washing machine 
at a Hicks Street laundromat 
on March 11. 

The victim said the woman 
took the $10 worth of change 
at 9:20 am inside the build-
ing between W. Ninth and 
Mill streets. 

Police said they looked at 
video footage and talked with 
the victim, and later arrested 
a Sunset Park woman. She 
was charged with petty lar-
ceny and criminal possession 
of stolen property.

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Picking pockets
A pack of punks stole 

$1,000 from a drunk man’s 
jacket pocket on Eighth Av-
enue on March 11. 

The theft occurred between 
58th and 59th streets just after 
11:30 pm, and the thieves fled 
on foot on 59th Street towards 
Seventh Avenue afterwards, 
the victim told police.

Side hustle 
A 34th Street warehouse 

employee stole goods from 
his place of work to sell on 
eBay and other sites, a co-
worker reported to police on 
March 5.

The disgruntled employee 
stole roughly $2,300 worth of 
postcards and T-shirts from 
the warehouse at Second Ave-
nue, the colleague reported. 

Pass the pistol
Police arrested a pair of 

men who they said had a 

loaded gun at a Fifth Ave-
nue store on March 6. 

Officers nabbed the duo 
between 61st and 62nd streets 
around 2:40 pm. 

Didn’t get far 
Police arrested a pair of 

goons who they said kicked 
and broke a glass door at a 
Fourth Avenue deli on March 
11, before attacking the bo-
dega employee. 

The duo struck the store 
between 53rd and 54th streets 
just before 2 am, shattering 
the glass door before punch-
ing and kicking the victim, 
causing lacerations to his left 
hand and finger and redness 
and swelling to his head, po-
lice said. 

The pair fled on foot, but 
the employee identified them 
with officers present about 
an hour later, at Sixth Ave-
nue and 51st Street, accord-
ing to authorities.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Package deal 
A jerk stole a package of 

four iPhones from a man’s 13th 
Avenue home on March 8. 

The man told police that 
FedEx delivered the parcel 
containing the pricey smart-
phones to the door of his home 
near 71st Street just after 9:35 
am, and that the thief nabbed 
it soon after.

Knifed up 
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said was harassing a 
woman on Seventh Avenue on 
March 10, and had two knives 
on him — one of which was 
sticking out of his pocket in 
plain view.

The woman told police she 
was near 92nd Street at noon 
when the man began annoy-
ing and scaring her by pok-
ing her leg repeatedly, caus-
ing her to fear for her safety 
when she also saw the knife 
sticking out. 

Not a joy ride 
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said drove his 2010 
Chevrolet Impala while in-
toxicated on Third Avenue 
on March 10. 

Officers said they found 
him at 78th Street around 3:15 
am after a local called in a 
wellness check for the man, 
who was asleep in his car. Po-
lice discovered the keys in the 
ignition and vomit on the floor 
next to the driver-side door, 
according to a report. 

Cops knocked on his win-
dow until he woke up and 
opened the door, telling the 
officers he felt dizzy, and 
had pulled over after he left 
a bar nearby until he felt bet-
ter to drive, officials said. Po-
lice took him to the precinct, 
where his blood-alcohol con-
tent was 0.085 — 0.05 over 
the legal limit. 

 — Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Police fatally shot a man 
who hit and killed a father 
while driving along Met-
ropolitan Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg on Monday, fol-
lowing a string of violent 
attacks the suspect commit-
ted in the city and beyond, 
authorities said.

Suspect Michael Ward’s 
alleged crime spree began 
on March 10, when cops said 
he took off from New Jersey 
in a borrowed Acura with 
Delaware plates — which 
he failed to return — before 
swiping $20 from a senior in 
the Bronx, and fleeing. 

Ward then slammed the 
Acura into the dad near 
Varick Avenue around 3:47 
am while driving along Met-
ropolitan Avenue toward 
Newtown Creek, and sped 
away from the scene.

Paramedics found the 
victim — the father of a 
young son who authori-
ties said lives in Bushwick 
— lying unconscious and 
unresponsive in the street, 
and rushed him to Woodhull 
Hospital, where doctors pro-
nounced him dead.

Less than an hour later, 
Ward ditched the Acura 
with damage to its front in 
Manhattan before hijack-
ing and driving off with a 

newspaper-delivery wom-
an’s Honda Odyssey van 
around 4:30 am, according 
to cops, who said  police 
then pieced together that the 
abandoned Acura was likely 
the same car that struck and 
killed the dad.

And about 10 minutes 
after he absconded in the 
van, Ward forced another 
man out of his 2018 Acura 
sedan elsewhere on the dis-
tant isle after punching him 
in the face, driving off in 
that vehicle and leaving the 
stolen Honda behind, au-
thorities said.

Ward then made his way 
to Long Island, where — 
while stopped at a stop 
sign inside an illicit Volk-
swagen that cops said he 
ditched the second Acura 
for — two drivers honked at 
him around 10:30 am. The 
suspect emerged from his 
ride with a bat and started 
smashing one of the motor-
ists’ car’s windows, before 
whacking the driver in the 
head, according to a Police 
Department spokesman.

A nearby Nassau County 
patrolman spotted the un-
folding assault, and when 
the officer tried to approach 
Ward, he lunged at the cop, 
who then fired at the suspect 
in the chest, killing him, au-
thorities said.

Cops fatally shoot 
hit-and-run driver 
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Screenings for the uninsured funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 
Paid for by The Brooklyn Hospital Center

Colon cancer is the #2 cause of cancer deaths among 
New Yorkers, but it doesn’t have to be. 

All men and women 50 years and older (45 years for African- 
Americans) should be tested for colon cancer.

Not insured? You may still be able to get screened. The Cancer 
Services Program of Brooklyn offers free colon cancer screening 
for eligible, uninsured men and women. Call 718-250-8708 for 
more information.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A new plan to install pro-
tected bike lanes and other to-
be-named “pedestrian-safety 
improvements” along Ninth 
Street will make it safer for 
locals to traverse the road 
where a woman killed two 
small kids and injured three 
adults on March 5, according 
to the city’s transit chief.

Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg on March 8 said her 
planners were already hard 
at work on the changes to 
the Park Slope street where 
the deadly collision occurred 
three days earlier.

“We will … present our 
plan to local residents, busi-
nesses, elected officials, and 
the community board next 
month to gather valuable in-
put, and plan to implement as 
soon as the weather permits,” 
Trottenberg said before mem-
bers of Council’s Transpor-
tation Committee.

Her announcement came 
amid activists’ impassioned 
demands for better traffic-
calming measures along Ninth 
Street after Staten Island res-
ident Dorothy Bruns killed 
1-year-old Joshua Lew and 
4-year-old Abigail Blumen-
stein, and injured their moth-
ers Lauren Lew and award-
winning stage actress Ruthie 
Ann Miles — who is pregnant 
— along with the other man 
when she ran a red light and 
plowed her white Volvo into 
the victims as they crossed 
the road at Fifth Avenue last 
Monday.

Traffic-safety advocates 
gathered the next morning 
to confront Mayor DeBla-
sio outside the YMCA that 
he famously travels 12 miles 

Anger spurs action
Transit chief promises safety changes for Ninth Street

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Tony Award–winning 
actress’s unborn child will 
survive after a driver ran over 
the pregnant woman on March 
5 in a harrowing Park Slope 
collision that claimed the life 
of her 4-year-old daughter and 
another 1-year-old boy.

The family of Broadway 
performer Ruthie Ann Miles 
on March 8 confirmed she did 
not lose her unborn baby in 
the deadly crash via a Twitter 
post that also thanked local 
well-wishers for their concern 
following the incident.

“Ruthie is now out of ICU 
and healing, by all accounts it 
is a miracle our second child 
is unharmed,” the post read. 
“We are extremely grateful 
for your kindness and gen-
erosity.” 

Miles, 34, was crossing 
Ninth Street at Fifth Ave-
nue with her daughter Ab-
igail Blumenstein when 
Staten Island resident Dor-
othy Bruns drove through the 
crowded crosswalk, striking 
the pair along with Miles’s 
friend Lauren Lew, her son 
Joshua, and another man at 
12:40 pm. Both youngsters 
died before rescuers arrived, 
according to police, who said 

A small miracle
Struck woman’s unborn baby will live

PARK SLOPE CRASH AFTERMATH

GARDEN OF TEARS: Mourners wept over flowers, stuffed animals, and other 
tokens of grief left in memorial to two children killed in a fatal crash at Ninth 
Street and Fifth Avenue on March 5.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 C
o

lin
 M

ix
so

n

to work out at each day — 
which is down the block from 
where the kids died — where 
 Hizzoner told the crowd he 
wanted to see Albany pass 
laws imposing stricter punish-
ments on reckless drivers .

The mayor sharpened his 
rhetoric at a March 7 press 
conference, where he ex-
pressed his wish that Bruns 
had been arrested after  Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez 
did not immediately charge 
her in the wake of the deadly 
crash .

“I wish she was under ar-
rest right now. And certainly 
measures need to be taken to 
make sure she will not be driv-
ing a car anymore,” DeBla-
sio told reporters.

And Trottenberg reiter-
ated her boss’s promise to 
crackdown on road rogues 
during her testimony before 
the Council committee, say-
ing DeBlasio plans to craft 
his own legislation to pun-

ish careless motorists.
“The mayor has promised 

to roll out a set of legislative 
proposals to address the legal 
loopholes that allow deadly 
drivers to remain on New York 
City roads.”

The commissioner’s pledge 
to make Ninth Street less haz-
ardous preempted a March 12 
demonstration on the road, 
and although it came as good 
news to activists, the promise 
did not stop the event, where 
street-safety advocates called 
for a more comprehensive plan 
to improve roads across the 
city, according to an orga-
nizer.

“The march was really to 
communicate the message that 
these tragic crashes are pre-
ventable,” said Doug Gordon, 
who blogs about traffic safety 
for Brooklyn Spoke. “Its was 
more about fixing our streets 
citywide.”

After transit gurus reveal 
their Ninth Street redesign 

in April, it will first be re-
viewed by Community Board 
6’s Transportation Commit-
tee before landing in front of 
the full board, which will vote 
on whether or not to endorse 
or modify the plan.

And the chances of CB6 
members willfully obstruct-
ing the project are slim, ac-
cording to the chairman of 
the board’s Transportation 
Committee, who said that 
even if his colleagues try to 
block the proposal, the city 
will likely just ignore the 
civic panel’s decision given 
the intense pressure to act in 
response to last week’s hei-
nous collision.

“I can’t imagine that the 
board would oppose taking 
steps to make Ninth Street 
safer,” said Eric McClure. 
“And if for any reason it did 
decide to do that, I can’t imag-
ine the city would let the com-
munity board stand in the way 
of it.”

emergency responders rushed 
the adults to nearby Method-
ist Hospital in critical con-
dition.    

Following the fatal colli-
sion —  for which officials 
did not immediately charge 
Bruns , claiming a seizure 
may have led her to plow into 
the victims — do-gooders do-
nated more than $420,000 to 
an  online fund-raiser  in sup-
port of Miles and her kin, far 
exceeding the $5,000 goal set 
by the family friend who or-
ganized the initiative.  

And big-hearted donors 
showed similar support for 
the Lew family, contributing 
more than $225,000 to a sepa-
rate  online fund-raiser  set up 

after the death of their boy.
Many well-wishers left 

heart-warming words of 
encouragement with their 
financial pledges, express-
ing condolences and hopes 
for a speedy recovery.

“I’m so sorry for your 
loss,” said Gail Eve Malat-
esta, who donated to the fund-
raiser for the Miles family. “I 
wish I could give more, and I 
wish I could give you some-
thing more meaningful than 
money. My thoughts are with 
your family.” 

In 2015, Miles won the 
Tony Award for Best Featured 
Actress in a Musical for her 
performance as Lady Thiang 
in “The King and I.”

The family of stage ac-
tress Ruthie Ann Miles 
announced her unborn 
baby will live.
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Critics also recognized the 
Arizona-born, Hawaii-raised 
actress for her talent in other 
roles, including her portrayal 
of the shoe-obsessed wife of 
a former Filipino dictator, 
Imelda Marcos, in the 2013 
off-Broadway production of 
“Here Lies Love.”
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I
t’s the ultimate bar band!

On St. Patrick’s Day, a whiskey-soaked 
Irish rock band will belt out tunes from the 

Emerald Isle and Celticized ’80s hits from 
the stage of the Way Station bar in Prospect 
Heights. But the band is not just here for 
the holiday — the Waysties is the official 
house band of the Dr. Who-themed watering 
hole, and its members met while bellied up 
to its bar. The bar’s owner said that he saw 
a potential hit in bringing together some of 
his Irish music-loving regulars.

“They were sitting at the bar lament-
ing that they couldn’t find people to play 

with. I said ‘Great, I want you to form a 
band,’ ” said Andy Heidel. “I had a band 
sitting in front of me that didn’t know they 
were a band yet.”

The members quibble about the details, 
but all agree they were Way Station regu-
lars who played their first show there on 
St. Patrick’s Day in 2012, at Heidel’s re-
quest. The band has played regularly there 
ever since, and will play with other Irish 
acts on March 17.

The band’s regular appearances have cre-
ated a strong bond with the audience, ac-
cording to the Waystie who sings and plays 
guitar, banjo and Irish bouzouki. 

“When you play regular sets for the same 
community of people, it develops a really 

strong culture of regulars,” said Robare 
Pruyn. “It has the quality of a family.”

The Waysties are united by their love for 
the Way Station and by their passion for Irish 
music. Member Sarah Storm, who lives in 
Ditmas Park, said that the full-blooded sub-
ject matter of Erin’s tunes drew her in.

“There are songs about drinking and 
fighting and death. They’re really good sto-
ries with beautiful music,” said the singer, 
guitarist and bodhran player — a type of 
Irish drum. 

The Way Station may be more interga-
lactic than it is Irish, but the Celtic tunes 
go well with its atmosphere, according to 
the band’s mandolin player. 

“There’s a really good crowd of regu-

lars, and the Way Station has a bit of an 
old-timey vibe,” said Noam Berg. “This 
suits Irish music.”

In addition to traditional ballads, the 
Waysties also blend Irish music with pop 
hits. Its rendition of “Safety Dance” by 
Men Without Hats, with the famous riff 
played on mandolin, goes over particularly 
well, said Berg. 

In the years since the band formed, most 
of the members have moved to Philadel-
phia, but their connection to the Way Sta-
tion and its nerd-friendly crowd has kept 
them all coming back. 

“Most of us are giant nerds,” said Pruyn. 
“The bar is the type of place that attracts 
people we get along with by default.”

Half-cocked

These comedians are feeling cocky!
A group of 50 funny men and women will 

deploy their best dick jokes this month to raise 
cash for a gun control group, with a name we 
cannot spell out in this newspaper. The come-
dian behind “C---- Against Glocks,” happening 
at Littlefield on March 
28, said that he wanted to 
make use of an abundant 
resource that might oth-
erwise go to waste. 

“I don’t know why, 
but I tend to write a dis-
proportionate amount of 
dick jokes,” said Matt Koff 
(pictured right). “I want to 
use my dick jokes to help 
the world. I mean, they aren’t doing anything — 
like my dick itself. It’s just sitting there. 

Koff, who also writes for “The Daily Show,” 
sees the show as a way to stand up for an im-
portant issue without being preachy. 

“I wanted to do something that helps the prob-
lems without being sanctimonious,” said Koff. “I 
wanted to do something helpful and stupid.”

Koff initially planned to include just 30 come-
dians, but the show’s producer, Cassie Grimaldi, 
convinced him to make the phallic show big-
ger and longer. There was some stiff competi-
tion, said Koff — every jokester in the city has 
a least one penile punchline on tap.

“If you’re looking for a comedian who has a 
dick joke and hates guns — that’s every come-
dian in New York,” he said.

So he and Grimaldi just chose their favor-
ite comedians to join the “penises against pis-
tols” event, while trying to be sure to have a 
diverse lineup.

“We were careful not to just have male co-
medians,” he said. “We want to have the female 
perspective on the dick.”

The list of “wangs against weapons” performers 
includes Janelle James, Josh Gondelman, Jo Fire-
stone, and comedy music duo Reformed Whores  
(pictured above), among others. Each will get two 
minutes to tell their schlong-centric routine.

All of the proceeds from “phalluses against 
firearms” ticket sales will go to  Everytown for 
Gun Safety , a lobbying group for universal back-
ground checks.

“I’ve donated to them before,” said Koff. 
“They seem like a very direct, simple advo-
cate for gun safety.”

“C---- Against Glocks” at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). March 28 
at 8 pm. $15 ($12 in advance).  — Bill Roundy

C O M E DY

He is giving their art new life.
A new exhibit will showcase a dozen under-

recognized artists who were affected by the dev-
astating HIV and AIDS epidemic of the 1980s, 
and the subsequent collapse of the East Village 
art scene. “Painting 
to Survive (1985-
1995),” opening 
on March 18 at the 
Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coali-
tion in Red Hook, 
brings their impor-
tant work back to 
the spotlight, said 
its curator. 

“I think they are spectacular great paintings, 
and all should be better known,” said art his-
torian and artist Jonathan Weinberg, who lives 
in Connecticut. “These are artists whose work 
has been ignored because it sold out of fashion 
— this phenomenon of amazing painting going 
on and then suddenly it all shut down.”

Two of the artists — Marc Lida and Rich-
ard Hofmann — died from the disease, but each 
artist in the show has a personal connection to 
it, he said. 

“All the artists in the show have been very deeply 
touched by the AIDS epidemic, all have friends 
who died from it or also have friends who are still 
living with the disease,” said Weinberg, who con-
tributed his own portrait of Lida to the show. 

The artists, who mostly worked in expres-
sionist and figurative paintings at the time, used 
their art to express their feelings about the deaths 
that surrounded them, and to challenge the in-
difference of the government towards the dis-
ease, said Weinberg. 

“The ’80s was a tumultuous time, with Ron-
ald Reagan and then George Bush. Reagan didn’t 
mention the word ‘AIDS’ until his last months,” 
he said. “It’s as if there was a war was going on, 
and painting was a way for us to cope.” 

The epidemic cost the world a generation of 
art, said Weinberg. 

“The work they might have made, we also 
lost the people who were part of the audience, 
might have lost their critique and advice and 
richness of their lives,” he said. “Marc and Rich-
ard should be alive right now, and they prob-
ably would have been if the government had 
been more responsive.”

“Painting to Survive (1985–1995)” at the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St. near Beard Street in Red Hook, (917) 
603–2154, www.bwac.org]. Opening recep-
tion March 18 at 1 pm. On display weekends 
through April 14; 1–6 pm. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

Painting pain 
A R T

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

S
lainte! St. Patrick’s Day falls on 
a Saturday this year, so you can 
get Guinness-ed up for the Irish 

holiday without worrying about work 
the next day! And Brooklynites have 
plenty of options for going green, in 
concert halls, movie theaters, and 
classic pubs. Here are some of the 
borough’s coolest happenings for St. 
Paddy’s Day.

Fancy footwork
Start your St. Patrick’s Day weekend 

early with a visit to the stage at Kings-
borough College. At the “Claddagh” 
show on Friday night, Celtic rock band 
the Prodigals will provide the music 
for a tapping band of traditional Irish 
dancers. And actor Gregory Grene 
will read a modern Irish fairy tale 
alongside the song and dance.

“Claddagh” at On Stage at Kings-
borough [2001 Oriental Boulevard at 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 368–5596, 
www.onstageatkingsborough.org]. 
March 16 at 8 pm. $32–$37. 

Gold stars!
Get drunk and laugh at the screen 

during the midnight screening of “Lep-
rechaun 4: In Space” at Nitehawk Cin-
ema. The 1996 classic about an Irish 
leprechaun marrying a space princess 
and murdering space marines has re-
ceived an astounding 0% on movie 
rating site Rotten Tomatoes.

“Leprechaun 4: In Space” at Nite-
hawk Cinema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
8370, www.nitehawkcinema.com]. 
March 16 and 17 at 11:45 pm. $12.

Green and bear it
Make this drunken holiday one you 

will remember forever by getting a 
free St. Patrick’s Day–themed tattoo 
at the Dromedary Bar in Bushwick! 
With the purchase of any food or drink 
item, you can get one of 11 tattoos de-
signed by Olivia Pakitsas, including a 
shamrock, pot of gold, or overflow-
ing beer mug. The offer lasts until 7 
pm, but the party, the Irish whiskey 
specialwill last all night.

St. Patrick’s Day Tattoos at Drom-
edary [266 Irving Ave. at Menahan 
Street in Bushwick, (347) 715–4255, 
www.facebook.com/dromedarybar]. 
March 17, 3–7 pm. Free.

We shan’t miss it!
Irish music fans can sham-rock out 

with the Shanties for St. Paddy’s. The 
“New Irish” band will play old Irish 
classics and new songs at Park Slope 
fixture Smith’s Tavern. 

“The Shanties Live” at Smith’s Tav-

ern [440 Fifth Ave. between Eighth 
and Ninth streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–5218]. March 17 at 7 pm. Free.

Erin go-go girls
It’s not a parade, but burlesque 

troupe Wasabassco will have you 
on your feet for “St. Patrick’s Day 
for Sinners,” its annual all-redhead 
striptease show that celebrates the 
hair color frequently found among 
inhabitants of the Emerald Isle. Host 

Nasty Canasta promises a night free 
of green beer and “bridge and tunnel 
fake Irish.” Instead, it’s just a classy 
night of nearly-naked redheads.

St. Patrick’s Day for Sinners at 
Littlefield (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). March 17 at 8 pm. 
$15–$30. 

Saint goes marching
Brooklyn is the luckiest borough, 

because it gets two parades for St. 
Paddy’s! First up is the festive and 
fun Brooklyn St. Patrick’s Parade in 
Park Slope, followed by the Bay Ridge 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade the follow-
ing weekend.

Brooklyn St. Patrick’s Parade (starts 
at Prospect Park West and 15th 
Street in Park Slope, www.brooklyn-
stpatricksparade.com). March 18 at 1 
pm. Free.

Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
(starts at Marine Avenue and Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, www.bayridg-
estpatricksday.com). March 25 at 1 
pm. Free.

Get Waysted
Irish rock group Waysties returns to the Way Station

Going green!
The best St. Patrick’s Day 
events to visit in Brooklyn

The Waysties at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between 
Prospect Place and St. Marks Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, (347) 
627–4949, www.thewaystationbk.
com]. March 17 at 8 pm. $5 sug-
gested donation.

M U S I C

Irish ayes!: (Pictured left to right) Celtic band the Prodigals will play 
Irish tunes old and new at “Claddagh” at On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough on March 16. And choose one of these 11 bits of Irish ink as 
your free tattoo at Dromedary Bar on St. Patrick’s Day.
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By the Way: Robare Pruyn and Sarah Storm of the Waysties, who met the other members of their Celtic rock band at the Way Station, and will play there on St. 
Patrick’s Day.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 16

Do the robot 
This weekend is your 
final chance to dance 
along with time-trav-
eling hip-hop robots 
from space in “The 
Brobot Johnson 
Experience.” You can 
experience the exu-
berant message of 
love and dopeness 
from A Tribe Called 
Space Quest tonight 
or on Saturday at the 
Bushwick Starr, as 
embodied by actor 
and writer Darian 
Dauchan. 

8 pm at the Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Wyckoff and 
Irving avenues in 
Bushwick, www.thebush-
wickstarr.org). $25.

SATURDAY
March 17

Slainte in 
the Slope
Spend St. Patrick’s day 
in the approved, tradi-
tional fashion — get-
ting hammered on 
Irish stout! Stop by the 
extremely Irish pub 
Paddy’s of Park Slope 
any time after noon to 
get a wristband for its 
Irish Stroll, which gets 
you $4 beers and $5 
stouts at Paddy’s and 
three rather less-Irish 
nearby spots: Park 
Slope Ale House, Sky-
lark, and High Dive.

Noon–8 pm at Paddy’s of 
Park Slope [273 13th St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 369–0831, www.
facebook.com/paddysof-
parkslope]. $10.

SUNDAY
March 18

Craic pipes 
Once you recover 
from Saturday’s craic 
(Gaelic for good 
times), scoot over to 
Park Slope’s official 
St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, filled with 
Irish dancers, bagpip-
ers, and other Irish 
acts, led on a circular 
path through Park 
Slope by Grand Mar-
shal Richard J. Moy-
lan, president of the 
appropriately colored 
Green-Wood Ceme-
tery. 

1 pm at Prospect Park 
West and 15th Street in 
Park Slope, www.brook-
lynstpatricksparade.com). 
Free.

TUESDAY
March 20

Under 
‘Pressure’
Turning from craic to 
crack — it turns out 
that dealing in the 
latter is a bad idea! 
Brooklyn filmmaker 
Abdu Danridge’s new 
film “Pressure,” 
about teens in Har-
lem and Brooklyn 
during the crack epi-
demic, shows the 
tragedies surround-
ing the drug trade. 
Dandridge will screen 
a half-hour preview 
of the film and dis-
cuss it at two ses-
sions today.

12:30 pm and 6:30 pm. 
Medgar Evers College 
(1650 Bedford Ave. 
between Crown and 
Montgomery streets in 
Crown Heights), www.
pressureentertainment.
com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 21

Whip it 
good!
You must “Whip It!” 
Settle in for the fan-
tastically fun 2009 
flick, starring Ellen 
Page as a teen 
beauty pageant con-
testant who joins a 
roller derby team as 
“Babe Ruthless.” 
After the show, mem-
bers of the Gotham 
Girls Roller Derby will 
skate through the 
theater and discuss 
the flick!

6:45 pm at Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.

com/nyc]. $12.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 16
ART, “HAND LUGGAGE” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: A collaborative 
project in which two artists follow 
instructions about how to set up the 
exhibit. Free. 7–9 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.
open-source-gallery.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, BLUNDERLAND VARIETY 
SHOW: An evening of burlesque, cir-
cus, and cabaret performances. $15–
$30. 7 pm. House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in Bushwick), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S TALE”: 
Arin Arbus directs this production 
of Shakespeare’s late tragicomedy, 
which features a jealous king, a miss-
ing daughter, and a hungry bear. 
$90–$100 ($20 people under 30). 
7:30 pm. 

DANCE, STREB EXTREME ACTION: 
Acrobats and dancers leap, swing, 
and fl y through the air during this 
hour-long show of extreme action. 
$29 ($25 in advance). 7:30 pm. Streb 
[51 N. First St. between Wythe and 
Kent Avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–6491], streb.org. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: Theater 2020 
presents Stephen Sondheim’s musi-
cal about fi gures who tried to take 
out U.S. Presidents. $40 ($30 seniors 
and students). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], www.
sfc.edu. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: The Gal-
lery Players perform Neil Simon’s 
comedy classic about three couples 
who stay in the hotel suite. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “THE VISITATION”: An im-
mersive play about two priests in 
1682, performed throughout the 
Wyckoff House. $40. 8 pm. Wyckoff 
House [5816 Clarendon Rd. at E. 
59th Street in East Flatbush, (908) 
420–9858], visitationexperience.
com. 

MUSIC, RUST DUST: Country, blues, 
and original tunes. Free. 8 pm. Sir 
D’s Lounge [837 Union St. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 623–9065].

SAT, MARCH 17
OUTDOORS, BIRDING BASICS: A 

two-session course that will teach 
you to identify some of the 200 spe-
cies of birds that reside in Green-
Wood. $40. 10 am. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-wood.com. 

TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FACTORY 
TOUR!: Join Kings County Distillery 
on a tour and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the past and the 
resurgence of the industry today. 
$20. 4:30 pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard 
at BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave. at 
Carlton Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
907–5932], www.bldg92.org. 

MUSIC, FROZEN TEARS: A concert of 
visual art and spoken word illumi-
nating the heartbreak in Schubert’s 
song cycle “Winterreise.” $20 ($10 
students and seniors). 4 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE CHAMBER 
PLAYERS: Chamber music by Viv-
aldi, Carr, Hindemith and Pavan. $20. 
7 pm. Greenwood Baptist Church 
(461 Sixth Street between Sixth and 
Seventh Avenues in Park Slope). 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S TALE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, March 16. 

THEATER, “THE VISITATION”: 7 pm. 
See Friday, March 16. 

ART, FEMININE DIVINE: A celebration 
of female artists, featuring a gallery 
show and music performances, fol-
lowed by a dance party. Free. 7:30 
pm. Acoustik Garden Lounge (1515 
Atlantic Ave. at Albany Avenue in 
Crown Heights), divine.splashthat.
com. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 16. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 8 pm. See 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 16
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO AND DJ 

KHALED: $49–$499. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MARCH 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V DAL-

LAS MAVERICKS: $17–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V CAROLINA HURRICANES: 
$16–$400. 5 pm.

MON, MARCH 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES: $9–
$2,557. 7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V PITTSBURGH PENGUINS: 
$20–$600. 7 pm.

WED, MARCH 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: $11–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Jean genie: Singer Demi Lovato will model the world’s least-
practical blue jeans during her concert with DJ Khaled on 
March 16.
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Are you an individual filer earning less than $25,000? Do you have dependents and earn less than $55,000?

You are eligible for FREE Tax Assistance.

Those eligible must bring all relevant tax & income documents, including:

Tax preparation services are provided by Community Tax Aid, a non-profit organization. Ridgewood Savings Bank makes 

no representation regarding and is not responsible in any way, for the Community Tax Aid tax preparation services. 2017 

Federal & NYS Tax Returns prepared by an IRS Certified VITA Volunteer Preparer.

IMPACCT BROOKLYN

Strengthening communities through housing, economic opportunity, and advocacy.

1000 Dead Street, Suite 420, Brooklyn, NY 11238 | www.impactbrooklyn.org

Health insurance information for yourself and your dependents:

Form 1095-A, 1095-B or 1095-C if available and your insurance cards.

Social Security cards (or ITINs) and photo ID’s for yourself

and anybody you support and a State Issued ID and/or Drivers

license if you have one.

A copy of last year’s tax return (or the last tax return you filed).

All W-2 forms and/or 1099 forms, self employment records

and any other income information including Social Security and

SSI for you and your dependents.

Forms or notices received from the Internal Revenue Service or

the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance.

Bank account number and routing number for direct deposit of 

any refund that may be due.

PRESENTED BY:

Ridgewood Savings Bank invites eligible Brooklyn

residents to attend a FREE Tax Preparation Day

SATURDAY • MARCH, 24th • 10 am - 1 pm

226 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, NY 11238 • 718-522-2613

Member FDIC

Location: Community Room located on the first floor

DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PPHHHHHHOTO: LIAM BILLINGHAM

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

B
uffalo fans, won’t you 
come out tonight?

Brooklynites can get 
a belly-full of the cuisine and 
culture of New York’s second 
largest city at the “ Buffalo 
City Fair ,” at the Bell House on 
March 24. The six-hour wild 
wing-ding distills a weekend 
trip to the city nearest Niagra 
Falls into a delicious after-
noon, for those who are home-
sick for Buffalo, or those who 
want to explore a new town, 
said the event’s director.  

“This is a good snapshot 
of that weekend,” said Var-
ghese Chacko, who lives in 
Park Slope. “Our plan is to 
give both people who live in 
New York or who are from 
Buffalo a sense of that food 
and culture.”

First on the menu is Buffa-
lo’s most famous food — buf-
falo wings! The saucy, spicy 

chicken wings are a familiar 
sight to down-state New York-
ers, but some of the other dishes 
may be new, including “gar-
bage plates” — a multi-option 
tray often including a cheese-
burger, french fries, pasta salad, 
beans, and coleslaw — “beef 
on weck” — a roast beef on 
a roll, and loganberry drinks 
— a soda made with a hybrid 
raspberry and blackberry fla-
vors, which the Fair will serve 
spiked with booze. 

Heading up the produc-
tion of the Buffalonian buf-
fet is chef John Marren, who 
owns the restaurant Buffalo’s 
Famous in Kensington. The 
10-year transplant from that 
city says that he is no purist 
— his hometown’s food can 
be served anywhere, as long 
as the chef has a strong appre-
ciation for its origin.

“It doesn’t need to be made 
in Buffalo, but it needs to be 
made in the same tradition as 
Buffalo,” said Marren. “Some 
purists won’t look at a barbe-
cue pizza as pizza, but I don’t 
look at it that hardcore. I feel 
you just have to have a healthy 
respect for how it’s made, and 
give a s---.” 

Marren says he is thrilled 
at being able to relive some 
nostalgia and give people the 
experience of eating the food 
he grew up with.

“I’m most excited to have a 

lot of authenticity under one 
roof — that’s what we’re aim-
ing for, and we’re trying to 
make sure it’s authentic,” he 
said. “In the last decade, ev-
eryone agreed that Buffalo 
has a top 10 food culture — if 
you’re a foodie this is an op-
portunity to check out a rep-
utable food culture."

Several bands and comedi-
ans from Buffalo will perform 
during the festival, and visi-
tors can play “kan jam,” a be-
loved Buffalo frisbee game.

Chacko’s organization, City 
Fair, has previously celebrated 
Colorado food, and next plans 
to highlight dishes from Cleve-
land, Ohio. But for this session, 
he decided to go closer to home, 
and to help Brooklynites ap-
preciate the food culture on 
the far side of the state. 

“I think it’s just a great way 
to get a sense of the food and en-
tertainment and really, the peo-
ple of Buffalo,” said Chacko. 
“Buffalo has passionate resi-
dents, and the mixture of food 
and comedy and entertainment 
and attendees — it’s going to 
bring a great mix of Buffalo 
flavor to new people.”

“Buffalo City Fair” at the 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. March 24; 
1–7 pm. $10.

Wings spread
A Buffalo food fest in Brooklyn!

Wing king: Chef John Marren, with a garbage plate.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

W
hat the Puck? 

A new dance theater piece 
will present an aerial and alle-

gorical take on Shakepeare’s “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” with flying 
fairy figures representing the nations of 
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. “The Dream Project,” opening 
at the Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center in 
Dumbo on March 23, will feature trilin-

gual actors exploring the relationships 
between the United States, Mexico, and 
Canada, in a story inspired by President 
Trump’s hardline stance against immi-
grants, said the show’s director.

“We’re digging into the darkness 
of what’s happening between our 
three countries, and what happens 
when we don’t get along?” said Ka-
tie McHugh, who has worked across 
North America. “Trump is making 

all of these decisions that are putting 
our borders at risk.” 

The show focuses on the play’s war-
ring magical couple, the Fairy King 
Oberon and Titania, who in this ver-
sion represent the battling forces of 
capitalism and Mother Nature, respec-
tively, as well as Canada and America, 
with Oberon’s servant Puck standing 
in for Mexico. During their fight, Ti-
tania wreaks havoc on the fairy king-

dom, a move meant to remind audience 
members of the effect of industry on 
the natural world, said McHugh. 

“If Oberon’s goal is to build at what-
ever cost, and Titania is Mother Nature 
— if they’re at a conflict, what hap-
pens?” she asked. “In my mind, nature 
has the power to destroy all, and if we 
upset nature, then we’re done. We are 
using Shakespeare’s text and the con-
flict he created, but we’re putting our 
own larger context on top of that.”

The cast members will deliver their 
lines in English, French, and Spanish, 
but McHugh promised that the physical 
storytelling — including aerial chore-
ography — will help all audience mem-
bers understand the piece — even if it 
does not give any easy answers.

“I think the conversations that we’re 
beginning in this piece through the 
medium of Shakespeare will hope-
fully spark conversations for people 
to talk about their political and social 
fears and what is actually happening 
with our borders,” she said. 

“The Dream Project” at the Gelsey 
Kirkland Arts Center (29 Jay St. at 
Plymouth Street in Dumbo, www.
yonderwindow.co). March 23–24 at 
7 pm, March 25 at 2 pm. $18.

Dumbo 
dream
A new take on
‘Midsummer’ Reaching new heights: Yonder Window Theatre Company will 

stage an adaptation of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” with a multilingual cast and aerial performances.
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WHERE’S THE REMOTE?
You’ve looked under the couch, the coffee 
table and your favorite recliner. Found one 
remote, but where are the other two?

holds up to three 
remotes in one place.  
Handheld, easy to use 

and affordable. 

MADE IN USAPIKNCLIKREMOTEHOLDER.COM

Stop  
searching  
and get  

1 2 3 4

1) Peel white dots from 
the holder.

2) Remove the dots 
from the adhesive 
backing and apply as 
needed to the back of 
your clean remote. 

3) Attach remote  
to holder.

4) Secure additional 
remotes to the holder 
as shown.

PIK•N•CLIK

PIK•N•CLIK

WHERE’S THE REMOTE?

$18.95
plus shipping  
and handling

PATENT PENDING • MADE IN USA

Contact PIK N CLIK at 917. 754 . 9557

Now on sale at
Db Smoke Shop 

65 Fifth Avenue,
Brooklyn, NYC

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and 
$4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates 
may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A 
Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these 
accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

$5$5,$5,$5$5,$5,$5,5,5,5,000000000000000000000000 mi mi m nimnimumum depdeposiositt

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Friday, March 16. 
TALK, “THE FUR BENEATH 

MY WINGS”: Pet advocate 
Hartford Hough discusses 
his new book about our 
relationship with animals. 
Free. 1 pm. Lafayette Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church (85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene). 

FART, OPENING RECEPTION: 
“Unreality Bomb” is a sur-
vey of painting and sculp-
ture that concerns itself with 
the combination of abstract 
and fi gurative expression. 
Free. 5 pm. FiveMyles [558 
St. John’s Place between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(718) 783–4438], www.fi ve-
myles.org. 

READING, BROOKLYN WRIT-

ERS SPACE READING 
SERIES: Work from science 
writer David Berreby, poet 
Terrence Degnan, and 
fantasy sports guru Dave 
Major. Free. 7:30 pm. Books 
Are Magic (225 Smith St. 
at Butler Street in Carroll 
Gardens). 

SUN, MARCH 18
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

A zany ensemble of pro-
fessional actors presents 
improvisational theatre as 
a competitive sport. $10 
(Free for adults). 12 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, WILL MASON ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC QUINTET: 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.

roulette.org. 
DINING, VODKA AND PICK-

LES FESTIVAL: Get unlim-
ited tastes of vodka mixed 
drinks, all the pickles you 
can eat, art, music, and a 
raffl e. $50–$75. Noon and 
3 pm. Grand Prospect Hall 
[263 Prospect Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (917) 543–9094], 
www.vodkanpicklesfesti-
val.com. 

FILM, “THE BLOT”: The 1921 
silent drama about the 
plight of teachers, writ-
ten and directed by Lois 
Weber, gets a live piano 
accompaniment. With the 
short “Mabel’s Strange Pre-
dicament,” for which Charlie 
Chaplin created his “Tramp” 
character. Free. 12:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

DINING, BROOKLYN MEAT-
BALL TAKEDOWN: Eat 
all the meatballs you can 
handle from home chefs, 
and then vote for the best! 
$25. 2–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint), www.bkba-
zaar.com. 

COMEDY, “A LOVE LETTER 
TO MYSELF” VARIETY 
SHOW: A diverse group 
of powerful women read 
love letters to themselves 
on stage, interspersed with 
stand-up comedy. $24–$40. 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, MARCH 19
READING, “CONSIDER 

IT PURE JOY”: Jennifer 
Jones Austin discusses her 
battle with a life threaten-
ing illness, and the power 
of faith and community 
to transform desperation 
into joy. $5. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Dan Perl-
man, Trey Galyon, Sarah 
Squirm, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, MARCH 20
OUTDOORS, SPRING EQUI-

NOX CELEBRATION AND 
EGG BALANCING CER-
EMONY: On the fi rst day 
of spring, join urban sha-
man Mama Donna Henes 
in standing 360 eggs on 
end. Free. Noon. Bailey 
Fountain [Grand Army Plaza 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
857–1343]. 

TALK, “A SOCIALIST RE-
VIVAL?”: “Jacobin” editor 
Bhaskar Sunkara and “The 
Nation” senior editor Sarah 
Leonard talk to comedian 
Hari Kondabolu to discuss 
socialism’s prospects for 
becoming a viable force in 
American politics. $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, WHY LOCAL POLITICS 
MATTER TO YOU: A civics 
refresher on how to infl u-
ence your state and city 
government. With New 
York State Senate District 
20 Candidate Zellnor Myrie 
and City Councilman Brad 
Lander. Free. 6:30 pm. We 
Work (195 Montague St. 
between Cadman Plaza and 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), persist81.org. 

COMEDY, “S--- SHOW!”: 
Ophira Eisenberg and Emily 
Flake present a comedy 

show of parents talking 
about their horrible kids. 
With Aminah Imani, Iris 
Bahr, Roz Chast, and more. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, THE HAND OF 
COMEDY: A comedy show 
named for the severe wrist 
tendonitis of host Claudia 
Cogan. With stand-up from 
Aparna Nancherla, Phillip 
Henry, Wanjiko Eke, and the 
musical genius of Reformed 
Whores. $5. 7:30 pm. Cobra 
Club (6 Wyckoff Ave. be-
tween Jefferson and Trout-
man streets in Bushwick), 
www.cobraclubbk.com. 

WED, MARCH 21
ART, “UNRESOLVED (IS-

SUES)” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of new 
glass artists from Israel. 
Free. 6 pm. Agnes Varis Art 
Center at UrbanGlass (647 
Fulton St., between Rock-
well and Ashland places in 
Fort Greene). 

TALK, “FREEDOM OF EX-
PRESSION, THE NEVER-
ENDING FIGHT”: Civil lib-
erties experts refl ect on the 
history and ongoing strug-
gle for freedom of expres-
sion. $10 ($5 for members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, #METOO IS JUST THE 
BEGINNING: This town 
hall meeting asks how 
#MeToo can sustain a big-

ger movement? Free. 6:30 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

DINING, FRENCH WINE AND 
FOOD TASTING: Featuring 
wine, food, and live music. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Le French 
Tart (579 Fifth Avenue be-
tween 16th Street and Pros-
pect Avenue in Park Slope). 

TALK, PETE HAMILL: A con-
versation with author Pete 
Hamill in celebration of 
the upcoming reissue of 
his debut novel, “A Killing 
for Christ.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FUND-RAISER, NEVER 
AGAIN — A NIGHT TO 
BENEFIT STONEMAN 
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL: 
A night of comedy and 
music, with ticket sales 
benefi ting the Stoneman 
Douglas High School Vic-
tims Fund, Everytown, and 
March for Our Lives. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.

NIGHTLIFE, HOT MESS DRAG 
COMPETITION: A competi-
tion for club queens, daddy 
kings, stripteasers, art mon-
sters, and more. The per-
former with loudest audi-
ence reaction wins the title 
of Mx Hot Mess and $100 
cash. Free. 10 pm. House of 

Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jef-
ferson Street in Bushwick), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

THURS, MARCH 22
READING, 14TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL BLACK WRIT-
ERS CONFERENCE: A 
four-day writing confer-
ence with readings, panels, 
and workshops. $35 ($25 
students). 10 am. Medgar 
Evers College [1650 Bedford 
Ave. in Crown Heights, (718) 
804–8883], www.centerfor-
blackliterature.org. 

SPORTS, PING PONG MAD-
NESS: Come with your 
squad or meet new folks 
and grab a game at this 
weekly table tennis series, 
which will conclude with a 
tournament on March 22. 
Free. 6–8 pm. City Point 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 673–8800], 
www.citypointbrooklyn.
com. 

FILM, FLEXING KING: A 
screening of the movie 
“Flex is Kings,” followed by 
a dance competition judged 
by the crowd. Ticket price 
includes food and wine. 
$25. 6–9 pm. Bklyn Com-
mons Bushwick (7 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd. at Broadway in 
Bushwick), www.bingewave.
com. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
March 16. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE 
STARVING CLASS”: Sam 
Shepard’s play examines 
a rural family trapped in 
a grotesque farce of the 

American dream. $28 ($20 
students and seniors). 
7:30 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
Street between Smith and 
Hoyt Streets in Downtown). 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 16. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 16. 

MUSIC, TREASURES OF 
PARADYCE: The neo-soul 
band plays every Thursday 
night. Free. 8–10:30 pm. 
Dean Café Bar [951 Dean St. 
at Classon Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 230–5555], 
deancafebar.com. 

COMEDY, BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS COMEDY 
NIGHTS: A monthly stand-
up show hosted by Brook-
lyn-born comedian Shelly 
Colman. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Vineapple Cafe [71 Pineap-
ple St. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (347) 799–1701], 
www.brooklynheightscom-
edynights.com. 

MUSIC, CHRIS BROKAW: 
With Monotrope and Thurn 
and Taxis. $10. 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “SPRING 
BREAKIN’”: A satirical show 
in which entitled millennials 
explain how to turn Spring 
Break into a chill-ass exis-
tential rager! Free. 9 pm. 
The Countdown Theater 
[141 S. Fifth St. between 
Bedford and Driggs av-
enues in Williamsburg, (973) 
525–2052]. 

FRI, MARCH 23
DINING, RUM AND REVOLU-

TION: A rum tasting and 
history talk with food and 
drink expert Tonya Hop-
kins. $45. 7 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 16. 

SAT, MARCH 24
FAMILY, “FLIGHT SCHOOL 

THE MUSICAL”: A charm-
ing musical about a penguin 
who wants to learn to fl y. 
$12. 2 pm. On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

DINING, SUMO STEW: Watch 
a sumo match streamed 
from Japan while enjoying a 
seasonal chankonabe stew, 
Japanese booze and soft 
drinks, and checking out 
Sumo paintings and Sumi-e 
calligraphy. $65. 6 pm. The 
Brooklyn Kitchen (100 Frost 
St. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.sumostew.
com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

How suite it is: A Hollywood producer (Robert McEvily) puts the moves on his 
old flame (Taylor Graves) in the Neil Simon comedy “Plaza Suite,” playing through 
March 25 at Gallery Players in Park Slope.
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From Jamaica, Queens to 
Flatbush in Brooklyn to 125th in 
Harlem to Herald Square in Man-
hattan to Yonkers , New York is a 
study in diversity.

The store staffs and buyers of 
Portabella reflect this diversity 
and the needs of many New York-
ers. The Portabella team repre-
sents over 30 countries. Many 
people working together to give 
New Yorkers a unique shopping 
experience.

Portabella presents fashion 
under 3 concepts. Portabella, Fino 
and Quails. The newest locations 
will be in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn 
and on 34th Street in Manhattan. 
Over 40 locations in the New York 
metropolitan area. Each to serve 
customers and their individual 
tastes.

The common thread among all 
these locations is the desire for 
new fashion, great value and ser-
vice that customers can not find 
in the giant chains and depart-
ment stores.

This spring features color and 
fit. Suits, blazers, and great shirts 
and accessories are featured. Cus-
tomizing alterations are avail-
able in every store. Portabella is 
known for its buy one get 2 free 
suit promotion. This offers the 
customer the opportunity to pur-
chase the newest fashion vested 
suits for under $100 each.

Portabella specializes in 
dress up.

The shoe department is one of 
the biggest and most diverse in 
the city. Hundreds of styles from 
dress shoes in the newest tan 
colors to tuxedo shoes to driving 

shoes to contemporary and urban 
sneakers.

No need is left out. Great value 
in the shoe department starting 
at 29.99.

Casual wear also has its place 
in all Portabella locations. The 
newest printed t shirts and polos, 
jeans, dress khakis, and thou-
sands of casual shirts offer a spe-
cial selection from a dressy point 
of view.

Spring is about special events. 
Weddings, proms, quincineras, 
graduations, and family re-
unions. Portabella has a wedding 
and prom collection that can not 
be found elsewhere. With friendly 
customer service to put the entire 
package together.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella - Tailored for every community

Why read about Greece in a 
textbook when you can go there 
and see it for yourself?

Students at A. Fantis Paro-
chial School of Sts. Constan-
tine and Helen Cathedral did 
just that. Proving that learn-
ing is more effective when it 
is active rather than passive, 
eighth graders traveled to Ath-
ens, Greece, on Feb. 22 as part 
of a newly established cultural 
exchange program.

“We call our new strategic 
vision, ‘Classroom NYC & Be-
yond,’ ” says Theodore Tasou-
las, the principal of A. Fantis. 
“We are seeking ways to make 
learning more meaningful and 
enriching by having students 
learn in authentic environ-
ments.”

The week-long trip brought 
to life what many of the stu-
dents have been studying at 
A. Fantis since kindergarten; 
Greek language, history and, 
arts. The trip gave students the 
opportunity to meet with stu-
dents from the Greek private 
school Moralitis, and students 
from Public School 4 of New 
Iraklion. They learned about 
Hellenic culture and history, 
while establishing relation-
ships with students at those 
schools. They continue to keep 
in touch via Skype.

While in Greece, the Brook-
lyn students gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on life in New York 
City and on Greek-American 
schools in the United States. 
They participated in a lively 
question and answer session, 
tackling subjects like where 
American kids go after school, 
their favorite music, sports, 
and school subjects. The eighth 
graders also performed Greek 
dances with their new friends, 
and introduced the Greek mid-
dle schoolers to American line 

dancing. 
Of course, site-seeing was 

part of the agenda. The stu-
dents managed to conduct re-
search on ancient Greece by 
visiting different archaeologi-
cal sites in Athens, Delphi, Cap 
Sounio, and Mycenae. 

“Their visit to the Cycladic 
Museum of Athens will serve 
as the impetus for another proj-
ect about the lifestyle of ancient 
Greece,” says Tasoulas. 

Next month the students 
of Moralitis School will travel 
to Brooklyn to visit A. Fantis, 
and they will work together 
on a project that compares the 
two educational systems. The 
results will be presented at A. 
Fantis School. 

“The launch of the cultural 
exchange has given the eighth 
graders of A. Fantis a deeper 
comprehension and apprecia-
tion of Greece,” says Tasoulas. 
“It is the school’s hope that they 
will find sponsorship to under-
write costs, and support the 
school’s mission to foster coop-
eration between A. Fantis and 
its Athenian counterparts.”

The trip was organized by 
Ioanna Glava, chairperson of 
the Greek Department, and Pe-
ter Vlitas, a school board mem-
ber. The students were accom-

panied by parents and faculty 
members that included Amy 
Linden, chair of the A. Fantis 
English Department.  

Locally, the A. Fantis stu-
dents take learning outside the 
classroom by participating in 
projects like the Billion Oyster 
Project, where they cultivate 
and monitor oysters in the East 
River. They spend weekends at 
the Greenkill Environmental 
Center in upstate New York, 
engaging in science and adven-
ture activities. 

Once upon a time students 
had “pen pals” in other coun-
tries. Today it’s a whole differ-
ent experience. 

“We are preparing our stu-
dents to become 21st-century 
learners by taking learning 
outside the classroom, and uti-
lizing critical thinking skills,” 
says the principal. 

A. Fantis is a diverse com-
munity open to children bap-
tized in all Christian traditions 
for pre-kindergarten to eighth-
grade students. Established 55 
years ago, it continues to carry 
the name of the benefactor.

A.Fantis School [195 State 
St. between Court Street and 
Boerum Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–0501, www.
AFantis.org].

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Learning Outside the Classroom

tionalist, and a woman whose 
intellectual gifts were unde-
niable,” the Eagle reported. 
“In spite of her prominence 
among the women of the coun-
try in all movements which 
looked toward the so-called 
emancipation of the sex, Mrs. 
Roebling’s chief claim to fame 
lies in the park which she took 
in superintending the building 
of Brooklyn Bridge.”

The Times piece pub-
lished on March 8, 2018 
similarly touted Roebling’s 
achievements at a time when 
women were often overshad-

owed by men, sourcing some 
of its material from  biogra-
phies  written about her hus-
band, who became bedridden 
inside the couple’s Brooklyn 
Heights apartment after con-
tracting Cassions Disease, or 
the bends, while working on 
the crossing.

Roebling then assumed her 
role overseeing the project, 
keeping her ailing husband 
up to date with daily morning 
progress reports before taking 
off for the site of the in-the-
works bridge — where more 
than 20 men died during its 
construction — to chat with 

Continued from page 1

OBIT... journalists, politicians, and 
engineers as she shepherded 
the massive piece of infra-
structure to completion.

And in 1883, with work on 
the Brooklyn Bridge finally 
finished,  Roebling was the 
first to cross it  — allegedly 
riding inside a horse-drawn 
carriage with a rooster, sym-
bolic of victory, in her lap 
— about 16 years before she 
graduated from New York 
University in 1899.

Roebling, who passed away 
at the couple’s home in dis-
tant New Jersey, always pre-
ferred living in the County of 
Kings, which she considered 
her home until her dying day, 
according to the Eagle.

“Although circumstances 
compelled her to reside else-
where she made no secret of 
her liking for Brooklyn and 
announced in public that she 
looked upon it as her home,” 
the paper reported. “She was 
a frequent visitor here and 
numbered many warm, true 
friends among the residents of 
this borough, to whose inter-
ests she was ever loyal.” 

Last year, members of 
Brooklyn Heights’ Com-
munity Board 2  recognized 
Roebling’s contribution to and 
passion for her former home  
by voting to co-name a street 
near where she and her hus-
band once lived “Emily War-
ren Roebling Way.”

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This project caught some 
air!

A Brooklyn-based devel-
oper recently swooped up 
additional air rights above 
Downtown’s old Brooklyn 
Law School office complex 
on Boerum Place,  which it 
purchased years ago,  in or-
der to erect an even larger 
tower on the site.  

Avery Hall Investments 
shelled out $16 million for 
a little more than an acre’s 
worth of sky space to beef up 
its building, which could rise 
as high as 30 stories and will 
contain 100 units that will 
likely be condominiums, a co-
owner of the company said.

The deal done last month 
doesn’t necessarily give Av-
ery Hall a green light to build 
any taller on the lot — where 
zoning regulations rely on a 
measurement called floor-
area-ratio to determine how 
high a structure can be rela-
tive to the size of the land it is 
on — but allows the firm to 
construct a denser tower with 
more windows to let the sun 
and breeze in, he said.

“The purchase of the air 
rights in and of itself does 
not necessarily change the 
height — it permits us to 

Upped the ante
Boerum Place property air rights nabbed 
by builder seeking a taller, denser tower 

Developers that in 2016 purchased the old Brooklyn 
Law School building at 1 Boerum Pl. recently bought 
air rights above the property in order to construct 
an even bigger tower on the site.
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develop more floor area,” 
said Brian Ezra, who owns 
the company with two busi-
ness partners. “Secondly, it 
opened up additional light 
and air for us.”

The ground-floor of the 
planned 250-to-300-foot 
high-rise at the entrance to 
Fulton Mall will be leased 
to retailers that would thrive 

along the booming commer-
cial strip, according to Ezra, 
whose firm is building the 
tower along with real-estate 
companies Allegra Hold-
ings and ARIA Develop-
ment Group.  

“We think there are a lot of 
great retailers that would suc-
ceed at this location, it has a 
lot of foot traffic,” he said. 

The trio bought the prop-
erty at 1 Boerum Pl. — part 
of a triangular lot bounded by 
that road, Fulton Street, and 
Red Hook Lane — for $76.5 
million in 2016. Following 
the purchase, the buyers said 
they planned to erect a hy-
brid residential-commerical 
building with about as much 
square feet as three football 
fields, and that size is now 
even bigger with their acqui-
sition of the air rights.

Ezra said the developers 
are demolishing the current 
structure — which on the out-
side showed no signs of de-
struction when this reporter 
walked by on March 8 — and 
hope to start the two-year pro-
cess of constructing the tower 
later this year. But the owners 
have not yet filed any appli-
cations for the high-rise, ac-
cording to a Department of 
Buildings spokesman, who 
said he had also yet to re-
ceive any information about 
the air-rights purchase. 

And the Boerum Place 
high-rise isn’t Avery Hall’s 
only in-the-works property in 
the Borough of Kings. The 
firm recently finished work 
on new condominiums at 465 
Pacific St. in Boerum Hill, 
and is pushing forward with 
a handful of projects, includ-
ing  the two-building develop-
ment  going up on the site of 
the Fifth Avenue Key Food in 
Park Slope, the conversion of 
an old Cobble Hill gas station 
into another condo building 
with ground-floor retail, and 
a recently topped-out apart-
ment complex at 145 President 
St. in Carroll Gardens.
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Urgent Care is now open. ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
  
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

No appointment needed. 

718-395-7178 
mountsinai.org/ucdumbo 

 

A Tradition of Excellence Since 1963
Modern Education Infused with Classical Hellenic Culture and 

Christian Values in Brooklyn Heights. PreK3–8th Grade.

Register online afantis.org, 
call 718-624-0501 
or email info@afantis.org

For more information on our student achievement, 
state exam scores and high school acceptances,  

please visit AFantis.org

Open House
March 28th

6:00pm

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This Protection Agency is 
doing double duty!

Federal officials oversee-
ing the  ongoing cleanup of the 
Gowanus Canal  could save the 
so-called historic Gowanus Sta-
tion building from the wreck-
ing ball as city leaders seek to 
raze the structure in order to 
install a subterranean sewage 
tank on the land it occupies, ac-
cording to the man spearhead-
ing the scrub.

“Because it’s a Superfund 
site, if an underground tank is 
built at the location where the 
building stands, then that loca-
tion becomes part of the site,” 
said the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s project man-
ager Christos Tsiamis. “And the 
EPA’s jurisdiction includes the 
fate of the building.”

Last November, the city 
kicked-off its lengthy Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure in 
an attempt  to seize the privately 

owned Butler Street property 
and an adjacent Nevins Street 
parcel through eminent domain  
to make way for two under-
ground vessels that would hold 
a combined 12-million gallons 
of raw waste and storm water 
so neither spills into the canal 
during rain storms.

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission in Decem-
ber decided not to move for-
ward with a request to protect 
the Gowanus Station building 
because its members claimed 
the brick Beaux Arts structure 
lacked architectural merit after 
undergoing several alterations 
since it was built in 1913.

The agency instead gave the 
city’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection the go-ahead 
to demolish the building that 
once supplied the city with wa-
ter, and a rep for that depart-
ment said it plans to bulldoze 
most of it pending the the em-
inent-domain decision.    

“If DEP does acquire the 

property, we will look to save 
the Gowanus Station plaque as 
well as other ornamental fea-
tures and incorporate them, 
where feasible, into the EPA–
mandated retention-tank facili-
ties,” said Edward Timbers.

But the ultimate power to 
preserve any historically sig-
nificant building within the Su-
perfund site lies with the Feds 
as the overseer of the cleanse, 
and Environmental Protection 
Agency bigwigs will consult 
with their own archeologist 
to make a final call regarding 
Gowanus Station’s fate, accord-
ing to Tsiamis.

And the decision may differ 
or confer with the city’s, accord-
ing to the cleanup manager, who 
explained the process alongside 
reps from the state’s Historic 
Preservation Office, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Depart-
ment, and the Landmarks Com-
mission at a Feb. 27 meeting 
of local watchdog organization 
the Gowanus Canal Commu-

Some help from a higher power
EPA can spare century-old Gowanus Station from city’s destruction, Feds say

nity Advisory Group.       
“The EPA has an archaeolo-

gist who makes his assessments 
as to how to proceed and even-
tually we have to make a deci-
sion based on that input,” Tsi-
amis said. “We will take into 
account the public’s wishes and 
the engineers’ challenges to 
come up with something that 
makes sense.”

The federal agency will 
make its decision on whether 
to save the building in the next 
few months, Tsiamis said, once 

it receives recommendations 
from its archeologist and city 
and state officials, who all will 
weigh in on how pricey and hard 
it may be for engineers to pre-
serve the entire structure.

If the city doesn’t acquire the 
private land on Nevins and But-
ler streets by 2020, the Feds will 
install the sewage tanks where 
cleanup leaders originally pro-
posed they go: in the grave of 
the nabe’s beloved Double D 
pool, which must be exhumed 
in order to purge toxins bur-

ied beneath it, but will be re-
built at its longtime site if the 
city’s eminent-domain pro-
posal passes. 

And in other news on the ca-
nal, the cleanup that started in 
2016 is inching along, accord-
ing to Tsiamis, who said work-
ers are still building bulkheads 
along the waterway in order to 
resume a dredging-and-capping 
program that was supposed to 
wrap this April, but was de-
layed by equipment problems 
shortly after it began.

The Environmental Protection Agency could save 
the Gowanus Station building on the corner of Nev-
ins and Butler streets.
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To the editor,
I was at the annual Brook-

lyn Heights Association meet-
ing last week and listened to 
the Department of Transpor-
tation presentation on the con-
dition of the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway inner structure. 
After what I heard, a num-
ber of very serious questions 
come to mind:

1) When the DOT accessed 
the inner structure of the road-
way under the BH Promenade 

did they produce any photo-
graphic or video evidence of 
what the engineers found?

2) What other testing did 
the DOT conduct? 

3) Are those photo or video 
or other test results available 
to outside parties?

4) Have those records of 
the examination been made 
available to any outside in-
dependent experts?

If stand-alone evidence 
— either material samples, 

chemical testing or photo or 
video evidence — has not 
been made, or that evidence 
of the conditions has not been 
shown to outside experts, then 
we only have the word of DOT 
that the structure is safe.

Certainly, there is a wide 
range of structural and other ex-
perts which the results of the in-
ner structure examination could 
be shown to. Ideally, any out-
side consult should be uncon-
nected to any level of govern-

ment or the local construction 
and engineering community, or 
consultants serving those two 
sectors. (For reasons of the in-
tegrity of any such review, a 
consulting group or individual 
experts should not be based in 
this region, in my view.)

Having hired experts to re-
view evidence, I have a large 
and current database of engi-
neers and architects who of-
ten testify in court on matters 
of building safety and safety 

What’s going on with the BQE?
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

of civil structures. Many are 
considered the best in their 
respective fields. So I am fa-
miliar with the review of ev-
idence process.

But given the possible ef-
fects of a less-than-stable con-
dition — or worse, any inci-
dent on the BQE, especially 
in the Promenade area — why 
should one agency or a non-
independent consulting group 
be left to alone review any col-
lected evidence in this critical 
area of public safety?

Thank you for your consid-
eration of my viewpoint.
 Jeffrey J. Smith

Brooklyn Heights

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Police are canvassing the 
borough to find the crafty crook 
who swiped six paintings from 
a Williamsburg fine-art ware-

house last summer.
Some cultured criminal ran 

off with the landscapes by rec-
ognized American artists in-
cluding Thomas Moran, Jas-
per Francis Cropsey, and David 

Johnson — priced at a total $1.7 
million — after breaking into 
the Bayard Street storage facil-
ity owned by Crozier Fine Arts, 
an artwork storage-and-trans-
port company that acquired the 

space’s previous owner — an-
other so-called art-logistics 
firm, Cirkers — in January 
2017, cops said.

The pieces’ 69-year-old 
owner, a private client of Cro-

WILLIAMSBURG ART HEIST zier, hadn’t seen his collection 
of works by the first- and sec-
ond-generation Hudson River 
School painters in a few years 
when he went to check on it on 
Aug. 16, 2017, but the paint-
ings were nowhere to be found 
when he arrived at the ware-
house, according to a law-en-
forcement source.
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S
uccessful.

It is a word that gets 
bandied about a lot but 

is hard to define. 
It is said you are “suc-

cessful” for “accomplish-
ing an aim or purpose.” But 
there is also that definition of 
a “successful” person “having 
achieved popularity, profit, or 
distinction.”

There lies the rub. Success 
is often seen not just as accom-
plishing your own goals, but 
in achieving something that 
other people might be able to 
measure and weigh. 

I think about this a lot 

raising children. What does 
it mean for them to suc-
ceed? What are their goals 
for themselves? What are 
mine for them? What does 
their “success” look like to 
society? 

When I was writing about 
advertising, I was leafing 
through a magazine to check 
for interesting ads and trends. 
I came across a copy-heavy 
Lexus ad. On the page oppo-
site the gorgeous glamour shot 
of the luxury vehicle, the long 
block of text began: 

Successful people, the kind 
who drive a Lexus.

I didn’t have to read on. 
Bravo, I thought. Perfect ad-
vertising. They made their 
brand synonymous with be-
ing successful. Recently, I was 
telling a friend this story as 
we walked to her car, and it 
turned out she drives a Lexus. 
She nodded in agreement with 
the ad’s assessment: She is 
a successful person. She is 
a corporate executive with a 
great salary, she owns a beau-
tiful home in a lovely upscale 
suburb, and is married with 
two kids. With the Lexus in 
the driveway, it’s confirmed. 
Success.

Defi ning the sweet smell of success

Cool. But what of the peo-
ple who don’t drive a Lexus 
because you can’t afford it or 
don’t like it? What other mark-
ers are there? What are your 
markers? What are mine or 
my children’s? 

Ugh. Back to the drawing 
board. There are plenty of ads 
out there selling products and 
services that will make you 
successful. There are thou-
sands and thousands of self-
help books that will give you 
the secret to success in a myr-
iad of ways. There are retreats 
and workshops and coaches 
and classes that will aid you 
in your journey to success. I 
partake in those that appeal 
to me, and often they work. I 
find the inspiration I need to 
keep going, to keep on coming 
up with creative ways to make 
myself feel “successful.” 

I said to my mother once  
while in a happy mood “The 
trees are so green today!” And 
then it occurred to me: on a 
different day, in a different 

mood, the trees looked dark 
and scary. It was my per-
spective, after all, that col-
ored them vibrant and lush 
or ominous in their overpow-
ering largesse. 

Like beauty, “success” is 
in the eye of the beholder. I 
try to impart this to my kids 
as much as possible. It is im-
portant to remember that it is 
not the Harvard grads or the 
Lexus owners who have a lock 
on accomplishment. Not ev-
eryone is after the same tro-
phy. It can seem, certainly, 
that some people are more suc-
cessful than others and, then, 
sometimes it turns out those 
people with that impressive 
resume or that fancy car in the 
driveway could not ever see 
the green of the trees. Their 
goals were just those created 
by copywriters or Boards of 
Trustees trying to sell the pub-
lic on a single-minded notion 
of “success.” 

But sales pitches only work 
if we buy in. In our heart of 

hearts, we know what success 
feels like if we’ve had it, even 
for mere moments. I feel suc-
cessful when my kids smile, or 
when I throw a party and see 
people enjoying themselves. I 
feel successful when I put to-
gether a particularly fun ar-
ray of necklaces that com-
pliment my outfit, or when 
I hang a painting of my own 
or a friend’s. I feel success-
ful when I’ve helped some-
one feel better, through my 
writing or my workshops. I 
feel successful when I take a 
long walk in the snow with 
my dog, and I smile and chat 
with other cold-weather wan-
derers who have braved the 
elements to let the dogs run 
freely and happily, and to see 
the beauty of fresh powdery 
snow covering the ponds and 
trees in magical ways.

My vision of success is 
strange and unique, just like 
my kids’, just like everyone’s. 
Sometimes I fall prey to the 
ideas other people have built 
up as “success” for their own 
benefit, but then I have to close 
my eyes, put my hands to my 
heart, and just breathe. 

I have to remember that 
everyone’s journey is a dif-
ferent one, and that accom-
plishments come in all shapes 
and sizes. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Ready for Spring?
Winter officially ends on Monday, but it made its final weeks memorable with a 
“thundersnow” on March 7. The hyped-up storm was mostly rain, but made for 
a slushy day in Brooklyn. Here, a man shovels the sidewalk in front of an apart-
ment building on Fulton Street in Bedford-Stuyvesant.
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THE BIG DEAL

Memory Foam  
Queen Mattress

Under $10
a month†

72 months  
Total $699

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar.

For the first time ever, mattresses starting at

$9 A MONTH†

0% APR for 72 Months*

Minimum purchase of $625 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required.

Hurry in for 
deals on famous 

name brands

Choose from a wide range of top-quality, name-brand mattresses.

LOWEST
monthly payments 

ever, starting at 
$9 a month.

LONGEST
interest-free 

fi nancing at 0% APR 
for 72 months*.

WIDEST
range of famous 
name brands to 

choose from.

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM-8PM •  SUN 12PM-6PM

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Soft Mattress

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Medium Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

Queen | Lux Firm Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

Queen | Memory Foam Mattress

Queen | Firm Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

Queen | Plush Mattress

$14 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $999

Queen | Plush Mattress

$16 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1099

Queen | Gentle Firm Mattress

Add an adjustable base for just $7 more a month.††

Mattresses under
$10 a month

Mattresses under
$20 a month

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $625 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 
and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment 
will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase were a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest 
Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases 
subject to credit approval. Other transactions may affect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount reflects total for queen mattresses. ††Add an Adjustable Base: Monthly pricing of $7 refers to queen LP50 adjustable base ($499 total to pay) financed with a qualifying mattress purchase. Total 
qualifying purchase for financing equals $625. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy 
in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, offers valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 
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