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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re pulling out the big guns for 
this infrastructure repair. 

Some state pols want to fast-track work 
on the deteriorating Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway — but only if the city puts 
armed cops in every school.

Republicans in the state Senate pro-
posed a fiscal plan on March 14 — fol-
lowing Gov. Cuomo’s two budget drafts 
issued in  January  and  February  — that 
allows the city to use the streamlined de-
sign-build process in its job to rebuild a 
1.5-mile stretch of the three-tiered express-
way between Atlantic Avenue and Sands 
Street, but inextricably ties the authoriza-
tion to a provision that would require fire-
arm-carrying officers in public learning 
houses across the five boroughs.

But after kids across Kings County 
 walked out of classrooms that same day 
as part of a nationwide call to reform gun 
laws  following last month’s devastating 
shooting that claimed 17 lives at a Flor-
ida high school, linking the unrelated law 
to the road’s repair is a slap in the face 
to students and teachers who don’t want 
more weapons in safe spaces, a Brook-
lyn Heights pol said.

“I find it very distressing that they would 
connect these two issues,” said Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon, whose Democratic 
majority in the lower chamber released its 
own one-house budget that included au-
thorization for design-build without any 
conditions. “I don’t think the recent events 
inspire confidence in that approach — this 
is a very troubling proposal.”

TROUBLESHOOTING
Pols tie faster BQE fi x with plan to put armed cops in schools

And days before the upper chamber’s 
Republicans introduced their budget pro-
posal tying design-build to more boots 
on the ground, Brooklyn state Senators 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) and Sim-
cha Felder (D–Midwood) —  a long-time 
supporter of armed cops in schools , who 
sits across the aisle with the Grand Old 
Party to give it a majority in the Senate — 
along with a colleague from Staten Island 
 drafted a similar bill  authorizing the faster 
process to fix the expressway on the con-
dition that pistol-packing police are sta-
tioned in every city public school.

Golden, the main sponsor of the March 
5 bill —  and another law that would bring 
security scanners to schools across the 
state  — is a strong proponent of design-
build, since transit gurus claim it would 
slash more than $100 million from the 
$1.9-billion job to make over the road and 
shave two years off its timeline, allowing 
work to finish  before the city would need 
to send the thousands of trucks that tra-
verse the triple cantilever daily down lo-

cal streets  to avoid its collapse.
The Bay Ridge pol, however, twice pre-

viously introduced  legislation  to  green-
light design-build without any conditions , 
so it makes no sense why he’s now com-
bining it with more firearms in learning 
houses, Simon said.

“Sen. Golden has been a strong sup-
porter of design-build, particularly for 
the BQE, I don’t know why he is doing 
this,” she said.

Brooklyn Heights’ state Senator ques-
tioned why his colleagues would connect 
the two completely different issues, sug-
gesting the pols’ package deal may be a 
cruel ploy using the threat of havoc on local 
roads to get armed cops in schools with a 
reference to  the now notorious e-mail an 
official in distant New Jersey sent  that led 
to the lane-closure scandal on the George 
Washington Bridge, or “Bridgegate.”

“Is this an example of the majority, 
if they don’t get their way on a certain 
policy issue, however legitimate, sug-
gesting that perhaps ‘it’s time for traf-

fic problems in Brooklyn,’ to borrow a 
phrase from New Jersey?” said Demo-
crat Brian Kavanagh.

But Golden thinks the best way to spend 
the money saved by using design-build 
— which solicits one bid for a project’s 
design and construction instead of sep-
arate proposals for each — is to allocate 
it towards gun-carrying officers and im-
provements to the beleaguered subway 
system, according to his rep.  

“Senator Golden believes that assign-
ing armed police officers to schools is un-
doubtedly the direction we must now go,” 
said John Quaglione. “He intends to get 
the present legislation for design-build for 
the BQE enacted into law this year, and 
we would expect the seriousness of the 
issue to garner the support of the Assem-
bly and the governor.”

There are already Police Department–
employed school-safety agents stationed at 
all public schools in Brooklyn and the outer 
boroughs, but those officers are not armed, 
according to a police spokesman and a rep 
for the Department of Education.

Earlier this month, Cuomo expressed 
his support for allowing design-build in 
the city-led expressway repair,  calling it 
“essential” to the job  after releasing his 
two budget drafts that did not include au-
thorization for the process.   

And now, state legislators will begin ne-
gotiations — some behind closed doors — 
until both houses and the governor agree 
on a final budget, which Cuomo must sign 
by April 1.

Felder did not respond to a request for 
comment by press time.

FIXING
the BQE Marty Golden and Simcha Felder.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

His nightmare is over.
A local National Rifle Asso-

ciation chapter let the owner of 
Park Slope’s Grand Prospect Hall 
off the hook for hosting a contro-
versial fund-raiser in the face of 
overwhelming backlash against 
the businessman.

The man made famous by his 
televised promise to “make your 
dreams come true” announced the 
firearm aficionados voided their 
contract for the event hours after 
 he confirmed he would welcome 
their April bash , an invitation that 
led irate locals and politicians to 
promise demonstrations against 
the venue.      

“The people in charge were un-
derstanding of my plight — my 
difficulty,” said Michael “Mr. 
H” Halkias, who with his wife 
has owned the hall at 263 Pros-
pect Ave. for 37 years. “I had to 
make a very serious decision, so 
I’m relieved by their response to 
the contractual agreement I had 
with them.”

Halkias —  who books his 
gilded venue for events beyond 
traditional weddings and parties 
in order to pay the rising prop-
erty taxes on it  — agreed to host 

the April 12 fund-raiser for The 
Brooklyn Friends of the National 
Rifle Association after gun-con-
trol activists ran the group out of 
Coney Island, where a plan to host 
the bash at iconic Italian eatery 
Gargiulo’s fell apart when that 
restaurant’s owners  backed out 
of their deal  in the face of pub-
lic resistance.

And the hall owner originally 
told this newspaper on Monday that 
breaking his commitment to the 
pistol packers for anything short 
of a court order would be cow-
ardly.

“I’ll be a bad guy — a scared, 
yellow guy who chickened out,” 
Halkias said.

But after eliciting a similar re-

All a bad dream
Grand Prospect Hall owner freed from 
hosting NRA fund-raiser after backlash

within hours reconsidered his de-
cision in light of the people’s re-
actions, he said.

“Democracy works very 
well in the sense that the major-
ity wins over the minority,” he 
said. “I never told you I’m in-
sane, or that I lack flexibility or 
fairness. If you prove to me that 
you’re right, I’m going to flex.”
Halkias, who lives in Bay Ridge 
and has owned firearms, said he 
first agreed to welcome the lo-
cal gun lovers because he wanted 
to help them out after they were 
booted from Coney Island.

“For me it’s not ‘the NRA,’ 
it’s a bunch of nice people from 
Bay Ridge and Bensonhurst who 
were screwed for no real reason,” 
he said.

But the businessman later ac-
knowledged that the concerns of 
his neighbors — who also prom-
ised rallies outside Grand Pros-
pect Hall if the venue went through 
with the fund-raiser — mattered 
more than his bottom line.

“In Park Slope they feel a cer-
tain way, and it’s fair for them to 
win,” he said.

BROOKLYN 
is ANGRY

Grand Prospect Hall owner Michael Halkias will no longer host an NRA fund-raiser.
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sponse from pols including Bor-
ough President Adams along with 
Park Slope’s Councilman Brad 

Lander and Assemblyman Rob-
ert Carroll, who that same day as-
sured they were “prepared to pro-

test if the NRA comes into our 
community,” Halkias recognized 
the democratic forces at work and 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

State leaders must pass laws 
that put more speed cameras on 
city streets, heighten punishments 
dealt to reckless motorists caught 
on those devices, and mandate doc-
tors inform officials of drivers’ po-
tentially debilitating health condi-
tions, Mayor DeBlasio demanded 
on March 15.

“For too long people could neg-
ligently kill another human being 
with a vehicle and essentially walk 
away, we’ve got to end that once 
and for all,” Hizzoner said at a 
press conference inside the 78th 
Precinct’s Sixth Avenue station 
house, not far from where a driver 
blew a red light and killed two 
young kids crossing a Park Slope 
street earlier this month.

The mayor first called for a bill 

to install an extra 150 speed cam-
eras around schools citywide, in 
addition to expanding what con-
stitutes a school zone so that the 
devices can be placed on streets 
that approach learning houses, 
not just roads that border them 
— which are the only streets state 
law currently permits cameras on, 
regardless of where local officials 
believe they’d be the most effec-
tive, DeBlasio said.

“We need to be able to put the 
cameras where the NYPD and 
DOT know they will do the most 
good,” he said.

Mayor DeBlasio claimed that 
if his proposed law had been al-
ready in place, it would have al-
lowed speed cameras at the inter-
section of  Ninth Street  and Fifth 
Avenue, which is a few blocks 
away from Park Slope’s MS 51 

and where  Staten Island resident 
Dorothy Bruns plowed into five 
people  on March 5, killing 1-year-
old Joshua Lew and 4-year-old 
Abigail Blumenstein, and injur-
ing each child’s  mother  and an-
other man.

DeBlasio then demanded leg-
islation that suspends the vehicle 
registration of cars caught more 
than five times by speed and red-
light cameras within a two-year 
period.

Motorists currently captured 
speeding or running red lights on 
camera are subject to fines, which 
the mayor said would increase un-
der his proposed law. But unlike 
cops, whose traffic-violation sum-
monses come with points against 
individual drivers’ licenses, the 
state cannot revoke a license for 
infractions caught on film, because 
cameras only record the car’s li-
cense-place number, not the per-
son behind the wheel.

The white Volvo Bruns was driv-
ing, for instance, had no fewer than 
12 violations when she smashed into 

the youngsters,  city records show , 
but none of those infractions were 
dealt to the motorist herself.  

And it shouldn’t matter whether 
a car owner is personally reckless 
or permits another rogue driver to 
operate their vehicle, because either 
scenario results in less-safe streets, 
according to DeBlasio, who im-
plored Albany to pull four-wheel-
ers that rack up repeated camera 
infractions from roads.

“You shouldn’t be able to hide 
behind the fact that the car is reg-
istered to you, but maybe someone 
else was driving,” DeBlasio said. 
“You have to take responsibility 
for your own vehicle.”

Under the mayor’s proposed leg-
islation, registrations for a total of 
34,134 cars would have been sus-
pended  between April 2016 and 
March 2017 because they were 
caught more than five times by 
traffic cameras, according to city 
records.

DeBlasio’s third legislative de-
mand would require physicians to 
notify the Department of Motor 

Mayor demands road to change
Hizzoner calls on Albany to pass new laws making streets safer

Vehicles upon diagnosing patients 
with illnesses such as recurring sei-
zures —  which investigators be-
lieve may have caused Bruns to 
slam into the victims  — or sudden 
losses of consciousness that can 
impair their driving ability.

The bill is modeled after a law 
in New Jersey, which requires doc-
tors to file a medical-emergency 
report with the distant state’s mo-
tor-vehicle agency if they deem a 
patient unfit to drive. The report 
can result in indefinite license sus-
pension, license restrictions, addi-
tional tests, or no action, with a lit-
tle more than half of cases being 
referred to physicians on the mo-
tor-vehicle agency’s medical-ad-
visory panel.

If passed, New York State’s leg-
islation would similarly empower 
its motor-vehicle agency to revoke 
a person’s license at the advice of 
a doctor.

The mayor’s latter proposal 
followed similar legislation in-
troduced on March 9 by State 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights) and Assemblyman Rob-
ert Carroll (D–Park Slope), who 
also crafted a bill that would put 
registrations of repeat offenders 
caught on camera in jeopardy, but 
under less stringent criteria than 
DeBlasio demanded, and with no 
provision to increase fines.

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

PLUS: CITY PAYS BIG BUCKS TO CRASH-PRONE ACTION CARTING
SEE PAGE 2

Mayor DeBlasio proposed new legislation to make city 
streets safer at a press conference in Prospect Heights on 
March 15.
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Back at it
Shopkeeper Mohammed Uddin shoveled white stuff off the sidewalk 
outside Fifth Avenue’s Gourmet Deli in Sunset Park on Wednesday 
— the second day of spring — as Mother Nature yet again blan-
keted the borough in powder during the fourth nor’easter to blow 
through the East Coast this month. See story on page 3.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about dirty money.
The city hands over mil-

lions of dollars each year 
to the private carting com-
pany with an  alleged culture 
of malfeasance  whose unli-
censed trucker got  a slap on 
the wrist  after he fatally col-
lided with a cyclist in Green-
point last year.

Local taxpayers, including 
those with kin hurt or killed 
by Action Carting’s drivers, 
paid a total of $104,286,930 
via city contracts awarded to 
the firm since 2007, records 
show.

Multiple agencies, in-
cluding the Departments of 
Transportation, Parks and 
Recreation, Environmental 
Protection, Homeless Ser-
vices, and Education, have 
each doled out gobs of money 
to the New Jersey–based firm 
so its truckers —  some of 
whom said they are so over-
worked that they nod off at 
the wheel  — can haul away 
their trash.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Department alone paid 
Action Carting a whopping 
$47,179,460 to collect its gar-

Making cents of it all 
City strikes million-dollar deals with controversial hauler

$39,788,111 in payments to 
the carting company since 
he took office in 2014, the 
same year he launched Vi-
sion Zero — his initiative to 
reduce and ultimately elimi-
nate traffic-related deaths on 
city streets.

A rep for Hizzoner declined 
to comment on whether he 
would consider severing ties 
with the company, and why he 
continues to put millions of 
taxpayer dollars toward busi-
ness with Action Carting in 
light of the deaths its drivers 
caused and the municipal re-
cords that show the company 
violated city code.

And the city isn’t the trash-
hauler’s only source of reve-
nue — the firm picks up gar-
bage from private companies 
such as restaurants and retail-
ers across the five boroughs, 
including businesses within 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard in 
Fort Greene and Downtown’s 
MetroTech Center, where its 
dumpsters have been seen.

bage from 2016 through the 
middle of next year, after shell-
ing out $35,445,150 to the com-
pany for trash pickup from 
2014 through 2017, accord-
ing to the records.

The city awarded several 
of its contracts with the firm 
— whose drivers have killed 
five people, including  27-year-
old cyclist Neftaly Ramirez , 
in the last decade — through 
a bidding process after offi-
cials likely issued requests for 
proposals, and renewed other 
agreements when they lapsed, 
the records show.

But the public documents 
also indicate that multiple 
agencies, including the Police 
Department, issued violations 
to Action Carting’s bosses — 
who coach its drivers on how 
to run red lights, according to 
a former employee. A police 
spokesman, however, refused 
to provide specific details on 
the infractions or the penalties 
each resulted in, suggesting 
this newspaper file a Freedom 
of Information Law request to 
obtain the information.

Mayor DeBlasio has 
personally signed off on 

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

An Action Carting dumpster sat outside the metal 
framework of a future Wegmans supermarket in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Is he unemployed, or just 
“between jobs”?

The “he” is former Brooklyn 
Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman 
— and the answer, according to 
the just-fired Newsweek editor 
when he dropped by Brooklyn 
Paper Radio this week, is that 
he is merely enjoying a “peace-
ful interregnum.”

“So you’re unemployed?” 
Radio co-host Vince DiMiceli 
repeatedly implored.

“Between jobs,” Kuntz-
man said, bringing DiMiceli, 
co-host Anthony Rotunno, and 
all of Brooklyn up to date on 
what he’s been doing since his 

ON THE RADIO:

Checking in with Mr. Kuntzman

last day at the online magazine 
on Feb. 23.

In short, Kuntzman has:
1. Written a young-adult 

novel, “Good Luck Charm.”
2. Started work on his latest 

“money-losing” theatrical pro-
duction: a musical about the in-

vention of the sandwich. 
3. Continued to wake up at 

6 am so he’s ready for what-
ever job he can get.

4. Allowed himself the lei-
sure to enjoy New Yorker arti-
cles to the very bottom.

5. Captained an adult-
hockey team to the champi-
onship in the Prospect Park 
adult-hockey league.

Kuntzman also gave out his 
cellphone number to potential 
employers. That number: (347) 
512–4651.

 Operators are standing by 
— and unemployed.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday around 4 pm.

Gersh Kuntzman, back when he worked for a living.
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Urgent Care is now open. ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
  
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

No appointment needed. 

718-395-7178 
mountsinai.org/ucdumbo 

 

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

It’s snow way to usher in 
spring!

Brooklynites hoping for 
sunny skies on Wednesday as 
they began the second day of the 
season were dealt no warm em-
braces by Mother Nature, who 
again pummeled the borough 
with powder during the fourth 
nor’easter to blow through the 
East Coast this month.

The winter storm — chris-
tened Toby by our friends over 
at The Weather Channel — har-
kened back to simpler snowy 
days of yesteryear, delivering 
gobs of white stuff amid heavy 
winds, but no titillating phe-
nomena such as the bombogen-
esis or thundersnow that pre-
vious storms brought to Kings 
County this year.

Reporters in this newspa-
per’s Blizzard Bureau found 
some locals out and about 
shortly after the flakes started 
falling in the early morning, 
such as Sunset Parkers Caro-
line Blehart and MG Proaps, 
who took a $1 piece of poster 
board to the hill of their nabe’s 
eponymous meadow before 11 

For cold times’ sake! 
Storm freezes boro in tracks on second day of spring

am to catch some cheap thrills 
sledding down the incline on the 
arts-and-crafts supply.

And as the snow piled up, 
accumulating a total of 4.5 
inches in East Flatbush and 
4.2 inches in Bedford-Stuyve-

sant by around noon, accord-
ing National Weather Service 
data, other Brooklynites got to 
work — including Department 
of Parks and Recreation em-
ployee James Gillespie, who, 
shovel in hand, began a day of 

clearing powder from paths in 
Sunset Park that he said would 
keep him in the green space 
until 8 pm, and shopkeeper 
Mohammed Uddin, who re-
moved slush from the sidewalk 
outside his nearby Fifth Ave-
nue deli.      

Many Kings County kids, 
however, only lifted their fin-
gers for as long as it took them 
to carry sleds to the closest hills, 
after Mayor DeBlasio closed 
all public schools ahead of the 
storm on Wednesday.

In Bay Ridge, youngsters 
Duran, Lyla, and Lelan Pepic 
said they spent the morning slid-
ing down slopes in Owl’s Head 
Park with dad Al, and planned 
to return to the meadow later 
on with their black lab, Breezy, 
before finishing the day with 
some hot chocolate.

The Blizzard Bureau of 
course kept a close eye on 
the sky after filing its winter-
weather report before press time 
on Wednesday, watching as the 
storm continued its onslaught, 
which Weather Channel mete-
orologists said would go on for 
hours before the nor’easter pe-
terd out on Thursday.

From left, Bay Ridgites Duran, Lyla, and Lelan Pepic, 
standing in front of dad Al, took to Owl’s Head Park 
sled in hand.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Call it good, green fun!
Kings County residents 

flocked to Park Slope on March 
18, where marchers in Brook-
lyn’s Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 
filled the nabe with sights and 
sounds of the Emerald Isle — 
including one of the strangest 
instruments one youngster ever 
saw, according to her mom.

“There were bag pipes,” said 
Park Sloper Nell Madigan, who 
brought daughter Rylie along 
for the fun. “It was the first 
time Rylie saw them.”

The day’s festivities — 

which the Brooklyn Irish 
American Parade Committee 
organizes each year — began 
with a pre-parade mass at Pros-
pect Park West’s Holy Name 
of Jesus church, before march-
ers set off from their starting 
point near 15th Street a little 
after noon. 

The stream of kilt-wearing 
men and women processed 
down Seventh Avenue be-
fore looping around on Gar-
field Place and heading back 
up Prospect Park West towards 
15th Street, all following be-
hind this year’s Grand Marshal: 
the chief of Green-Wood Cem-

Irish invasion
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 
marches through Slope

etery, Richard Moylan.
The burial-ground bigwig 

said he would have preferred 
to walk, but a slip during a re-
cent trip left him with a bum 
leg, forcing him to wave at 

onlookers from the back seat 
of a car. The injury, however, 
didn’t dampen the parade lead-
er’s Celtic cheer, he said.  

“It was kind of a treat,” Moy-
lan said.

Cops played classic Irish tunes at the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in Park Slope.
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A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identifi ed to permanently 
eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped millions 
of women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone imbalance. 
Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance and how to 
eliminate these problems is the essential information program for all women. 

Most Insurance plans accepted.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops busted a man who 
they said lifted a tip jar from 
a Jay Street restaurant on 
March 16. 

A worker at the store be-
tween Johnson and Livingston 
streets told police that the sus-
pect walked in around 1:20 pm 
and tried to take off with the 
jar. Authorities were called to 
the scene and the suspect be-
came aggressive and got into 
a wrestling match with the 
apprehending officer, leav-
ing him with minor injuries, 
according to a report.  

At gunpoint
A gunman robbed a Smith 

Street dry cleaner on March 
16. 

A worker at the business 
between Dean and Bergen 
streets told authorities the 
fiend came in around 7:25 pm, 
pointed a gun at her face, and 
fled with $800. 

Found and kept 
Someone kept a pricey en-

gagement ring accidentally 
left at a MetroTech building 
restroom on March 9. 

The woman told police 
that she was at the build-
ing near Myrtle Avenue and 
Duffield Street around 3 pm 
when she realized she did not 
have her ring and may have 

Police: Man tries to steal a tip jar

left it in the bathroom. 
But when she went to the 

loo to recover the bauble, it 
was not there, according to 
police, who said the victim is 
not looking for an arrest, and 
only wants her ring back.

Train assault
Cops busted a 52-year-old 

man who they said attacked a 
senior on a Brooklyn-bound 
train on March 18. 

The 74-year-old victim told 
police that he got on a 5 train 
in Manhattan and when he sat 
down, he accidently brushed 
against the knee of another 
man. Officers said the sus-
pect became irate and be-
gan screaming at the oldster 
and punched him in the face 
two times. 

Transit officers arrested the 
suspect after the train arrived 
at the station near Court and 
Joralemon streets.

Snatched
A good-for-nothing 

snatched a pair of pricey head-
phones from a woman cross-
ing Jay Street on March 16.

The victim told cops she 
was crossing between Law-
rence and Willoughby streets 

around 10:43 am when a man 
ripped her headphones off her 
head and ran away.

Vacation theft
Someone stole electronics 

from a woman’s Schermer-
horn Street apartment some-
time between March 6 and 
9, she reported to police on 
March 14.

The victim told cops that 
she left her place near Nevins 
Street for vacation on March 6, 
and returned three days later 
to find that her laptop, two 
gaming consoles, and a gam-
ing controller were gone. 

She said that only two peo-
ple — building management 
and her best friend — have 
keys to her residence, but in-
dicated her pal accompanied 
her on the trip, according to a 
report. Cops said there are no 
clear signs of robbery.

Charged it
A baddie swiped a debit 

card left at a Lawrence Street 
restaurant and used it to buy 
food from the same eatery on 
March 16.

The victim told police that 
she accidentally left her wallet 
on the counter of the restau-

rant near Willoughby Street 
around 6:43 pm. 

The sneak then picked the 
debit card out of the wallet 
and used it at the same spot, 
because the card holder got 
an alert it was being used, ac-
cording to a report. Cops said 
video footage showed the bad-
die making the purchase.

— Alexandra Simon

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Dough!
A pack of ne’er-do-wells 

invaded a Seventh Avenue 
doughnut joint on March 5, 
spraying milk and syrup in 
the pastry shop.

An employee told police 
that 15 kids stormed the busi-
ness between Seventh and 
Eighth streets at 6:50 pm, and 
began hurling sugary condi-
ments and creamers around 
the store, making a mess.

Cops searched the area fol-
lowing the kid-powered ca-
lamity, but came up short, and 
the case has been closed with-
out any arrests, according to 
authorities.

Laundry mobile
Somebody stole a vehicle 

from Sixth Avenue on Feb. 
20, but police found it the next 
day a few blocks away.

The victim told officers 
he parked his 2014 Volvo be-
tween 13th and 14th streets at 
8 pm, and discovered it sto-
len the next day.

But cops were quick to 
find the man’s wayward ride, 
parked a few blocks away on 
Sixth Avenue near 15th Street, 
albeit with a hamper inside 
that wasn’t there before, and 
the radio turned to a “rap” sta-
tion, which the victim claimed 
he doesn’t listen to.

Tool time
Cops busted an alleged 

thief suspected of looting a 
Carroll Street construction 
site on March 8.

The victim told police the 
suspect waltzed into the work-
site between Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West at 
3:35 pm, and nabbed an ar-
ray of power tools and other 
work gear.

Officers arrested the sus-
pect that evening, charging 
him with burglary.

Make it rain
Police arrested a 49-year-

old woman who they said beat 
a 28-year-old man with an 
umbrella inside the Atlantic 
Terminal subway station on 
March 7.

The victim told cops he 
bumped into the lady while 
walking down a flight of stairs 
in the station near Flatbush 
Avenue at 9 am, inciting the 
suspect to whack him with her 
long and pointy rain gear.

Authorities cuffed the 
woman that day, charging 
her with felony assault.     

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

So clean
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said stole toiletries from 
a Smith Street pharmacy on 
March 19.

Police said the man en-
tered the store near Presi-
dent Street at 11:54 pm, and 
walked out with a bottle of 
lotion, a Dove bar of soap, 
and Dove liquid soap. 

Authorities and a store 
employee searched the area, 
and officers arrested the sus-
pect.

Toiletry thief
A punk took gels and oils 

from a pharmacy on Court 
Street sometime between 
March 18 and 19. 

An worker said the thief en-
tered the store between First 
and Second places sometime 
between 10 pm on March 18 
and 5:15 pm the next day, 
and took a tube of hair-curl-
ing and other gels, and two 
skin oils.

Pushed around
A jerk pushed a man to the 

ground on Lorraine Street on 
March 5.

The victim said he was be-
tween Hicks and Henry streets 
at 9:30 pm when the lout threw 
him to the ground, causing 
bruising to his right forearm. 
He went to an urgent-care cen-
ter for treatment.

Police said the assailant 
was wearing dark clothing.

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Pass the baton 
A brute hit a man with an 

expandable baton on 52nd 
Street on March 18, causing 
bruising, swelling, and lac-
erations to his head. 

The assault occurred be-
tween Second and Third av-
enues around 7:15 am, said 
cops.  

Jewel heist 
A burglar broke into a Pros-

pect Avenue basement some-
time between March 9 and 17 
and stole more than $8,500 
worth of jewelry, cops said.

The victim left the home 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 9 am on March 9 and 
returned at 5 am a week later 
to find the gems missing, ac-
cording to police, who said it is 
unknown how the baddie en-
tered or where he fled to.

Cash con
A swindler cashed a forged 

business check worth more 
than $9,300 for a Fifth Avenue 
bodega on Jan. 30, the owner 
reported on March 15. 

The lout cashed the check 
issued to the bodega between 
47th and 48th streets some 
time between 8 am and 5 
pm on Jan. 30, the victim 
reported around 4:15 pm on 
March 15.

Pals no more
Two louts punched a man in 

the face, causing him to bleed 
from his nose, and then stole 
his cash, sneakers, and a cell-
phone inside a Sixth Avenue 
home on March 18.

The trio was drinking beer 
together inside the home near 
45th Street just before 12:30 
pm when the dastardly duo 
turned on the other man, 
punching him in the face 
and taking off with his goods, 
cops said.

Breaking glass
Police cuffed a man for 

breaking both a glass door 
and a man’s glasses at a 39th 
Street hotel on March 18.

Cops said the man was at 
the hotel between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues around mid-
night when he kicked the 
door — causing it to break 
— and then struck a man in 
the face — causing his glasses 
to break.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Checkmate 
A rapscallion who helped 

a man open an account at a 
Third Avenue bank later with-
drew more than $2,000 from 
the account without permis-
sion and forged checks in the 
victim’s name also worth more 
than $2,000, the man reported 
to police on March 17. 

The victim reported the 
theft just before 9 am, in-
forming cops that the lout 
who helped him open the 
account at the bank between 
95th and 96th streets had also 
been using the account to de-
posit money, and also opened 
up a National Grid account 
in his name. 

Jackpot 
A burglar stole an esti-

mated $16,000 worth of jew-
elry from a 13th Avenue home 
on March 16.

The bandit entered the 
home between 65th and 66th 
streets around 10:30 pm, and 
took three gold necklaces, a 
gold chain, two gold brace-
lets, two pairs of gold ear-
rings, and four rings, police 
said. There were no signs of 
forced entry cops said. 

Didn’t get far 
Police arrested one of two 

men who allegedly stole a 2015 
Lexus van from a Fifth Ave-
nue dealer on March 14. 

The men stole the car from 
the lot at 65th Street just be-
fore 5 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Ambushed
Miscreants punched a man 

in the face, stole his cellphone 
and headset, threatened him 
with a knife, and even tried 
to stab him at an 86th Street 
crosswalk on March 16. 

The victim told police he 
was navigating the intersec-
tion at Geltson Avenue around 
noon when the duo exited the 
car and started an argument 
about crossing the street. One 
of the brutes clocked the man 
in the face and stole his cell-
phone and headset before the 
other flashed a knife and 
tried to stab him, according 
to cops, who said the victim 
then fled.

— Julianne McShane
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S
he’s comic and tragic, punk 
and pop!

Musician Caroline Rose will 
bring her bouncy, upbeat tunes about 
serious topics to the stage of Rough 
Trade in Williamsburg on April 3. The 
New York City singer describes her 
latest album “Loner,” as both dancey 
and critical, tackling a wide variety 
of social issues with a cheerful dis-
position.

“It runs the gamut — basically 
there are serious issues wrapped in 
pop format — whether it’s depres-
sion and isolation, to capitalism and 
misogyny,” she said.

Writing this style of music is tricky 
sometimes, said Rose, but her prior-
ity as a songwriter is to give listeners 
something serious to absorb while 
they are bopping along.

“I think it’s more a challenge for 
me because the type of songs I tend 
to write all fall under a more serious 
material,” said Rose. “I love music 
that makes me dance and think — 
so it’s a challenge for me to write 
a pop song that has substance and 
depth to it.”

Her songs also have more than a 
dash of humor. In the video for her 
song “Money” she portrays a burglar, 
an infomercial con man, and a maid 
who all “do it for the money,” in a 
song that takes aim at how money 
controls people.

“It’s supposed to be tongue-in-
cheek, and at the same time it’s about 
power and how it shapes our lives,” 
said Rose. “There is so much impor-
tance placed on currency.”

The video for her song “Soul No. 
5” also undercuts her own bombas-
tic claims, as she bops around Co-
ney Island bragging about her Croc 
shoes and flaunting a giant fur coat 
while riding a child’s scooter.

Rose is currently touring with a 
three-piece backing band, and she 
says that the live show may surprise 
audiences with their interpretation of 
songs from the new album.

“This is our first headlining tour 
and I’m excited to see people show 
up as because it’s going to be differ-
ent than what people expect because 
there are so many different elements 
to it,” said Rose.

Rose also has some comic antics 
planned for the upcoming shows. 

“It’s going to be fun for me to work 
out new comedy bits,” she said. “It’s 
going to get loud and it runs the gamut 
of emotions, and I’m going to give a 
combination of comedy and absurd-
ist humour blended with some punk 
meets pop.”

Open wide!

There can never be too many cooks in the 
kitchen at this event!

Dozens of chefs from eateries along Fifth 
Avenue will again come together to showcase 
their cuisines at a mouth-watering festival on 
April 10.

And this year’s Taste of Fifth, which will trans-
form Park Slope’s Grand Prospect Hall into a 
grub hub featuring bites from more than 45 res-
taurants, packs even more flavor with the addition 
of several newcomers — one of whom said he’s 
thrilled to partake in the belly-filling bash.

“I’m so excited to show what we can do, and 
hope everyone enjoys it,” said Laurent Chavenet, 
the owner of Parisian-style bakery Le French 
Tart at 579 Fifth Ave.

Chavenet — who said he plans to serve up 
meat-and-cheese spreads, quiche, and mini tarts 
at the festival — will join returning Fifth Ave-
nue food-slingers such as the Buttermilk Bake-
shop owner Katie Rosenhouse (pictured), along 
with other first-timers,  including Caribbean cafe 
Negril BK and so-called Italian-fusion eatery 
Il Sogno Secondo, the sister spot of a similar 
restaurant out on bucolic Staten Island, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the event’s organizer, 
local-commerce cheerleader the Fifth Avenue 
Business Improvement District. 

Hungry Brooklynites who want to plan ahead 
can buy tickets online for $60 — five bucks less 
than they will cost at the door.

But no matter when they are purchased, all 
tickets come with admission to a “special sur-
prise” that will grace the hall’s ballroom that 
night, and $20 of each sale will be donated to a 
local organization of the buyer’s choice, including 
The Old Stone House museum, the Park Slope 
Civic Council, culture-promoter the Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange, and nearby public schools.

Taste of Fifth at Grand Prospect Hall (263 
Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope,  www.parkslopefifthavenuebid.
com/atasteoffifth2018). April 10; 6:30–9:30 pm. 
$65 ($60 in advance). — Serena Thomas

F O O D

Call it a Resident’s ball!
The  Brooklyn Arts Exchange  will celebrate 

the 25th year of its Artists in Residence pro-
gram with a festive gala and a series of perfor-
mances at Roulette on March 25. Many artists 
have passed through the Park Slope perform-
ing arts center, but they never stray too far — 
something its executive director and founder is 
proud of, she said. 

“I’m most proud of the 
fact that so many artists 
remain deeply committed 
to the organization and 
long after their residen-
cies bring new projects to 
us,” said Marya Warshaw 
(pictured right), who lives 
in Park Slope.

The Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange formed in 1991, and its Artists in 
Residence program, which provides rehearsal 
and performance space, as well as critical feed-
back and support to artists of all kinds, kicked 
off two years after that. A quarter-century later 
is the perfect time to celebrate everyone’s hard 
work, said Warshaw.

“It’s the first time we’re celebrating the pro-
gram, it feels like 25 is a good long time,” she 
said. “We’re celebrating the artists that have 
come through the program by showcasing a 
small group of them to perform.”

The gala will feature performances by about 
a dozen artists who will come back to showcase 
their work, including a song from the musical 
“Employee of the Year,” by Abigail Browde and 
Michael Silverstone, a dance excerpt from “Col-
ored” by choreographer Dean Moss, and a Jap-
anese Butoh-style performance from  Kristine 
Haruna Lee  (pictured above, left), among many 
others. The night will also feature excerpts from 
a documentary about the program, titled “How 
to Make a Residency.”

Every minute of the performances, video, 
and commentary will be a treat for the audi-
ence, said Warshaw. 

“I’m excited about all of them, these are all 
people extremely close to my heart, people I’ve 
worked with extensively,” she said. 

The gala — which also honors Warshaw’s 
role as both founder and director of the program 
— also offers a chance for older Residence art-
ists to reunite and to connect with a new crop 
of performers, she said. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful chance to see 
old friends and meet some new people and re-
ally get to honor the people that need to be hon-
ored,” Warshaw said. 

The gala will be followed by an after-party 
at  the Armory , a few doors down from Roulette 
on Fourth Avenue. 

“A Gala Celebration of 25 Years of Artists 
in Residence” at Roulette (509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, www.bax.org). 
March 25 at 6:30 pm. $50–$250.  
 — Julianne Cuba

Back to BAX
G A L A

Rose-colored
Rocker makes upbeat songs about serious subjects

Caroline Rose at Rough Trade 
[64 N. Ninth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111, www.
roughtradenyc.com]. April 3 at 
9 pm. $15 ($12 in advance).

M U S I C

By Winnie McCroy
for Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a bear of a story to deal 
with.

A chilly, snowy spring 
is the ideal backdrop for Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “The Win-
ter’s Tale,” opening this week-
end at Fort Greene’s Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center. The tragi-
comedy, written late in Shake-
speare’s career, follows Leontes, 
a jealous king, who accuses his 
queen, Hermione, of infidelity. 
Director Arin Arbus brings the 
mammoth five-act play to life, 
but said that, although she has 
tackled a half-dozen of the Bard’s 
plays before, this “problem play” 
is something entirely new. 

“With this play, Shakespeare 
created a new form,” said Arbus. 

“He’s written a three-act tragedy, 
followed by a fourth-act comedy 
with song and dance, and then 
in the fifth act, there’s a miracle; 
a mythic, spiritual restoration. 
This was written by a man who 
lost a child 15 years earlier, who 
felt guilty, and I think the play is 
looking at what’s possible after 
a tragedy or great loss.”

While fun to direct, Arbus ad-
mitted it was challenging to bal-
ance the play’s tonal shifts.

“The language does it so ef-
fortlessly, but in production, you 
have to figure in actors, cos-
tumes, lighting — all these el-
ements that must sync up with 
the text,” she said.

So she ditched her precon-
ceived notions, and worked with 
set designer Riccardo Hernandez 
to allow the play’s language to 

create the physical spaces, in-
cluding Sicilia, Bohemia, and the 
interior of King Leontes’s mind. 
Crafting an open, abstract set for 
the play created new possibilities 
for the actors, said Arbus.

“If you don’t have to fit the 
action into an Edwardian living 
room, there’s space to make dis-
coveries about what’s actually 
happening,” she said. 

Winter break
Abstract ‘Tale’ shakes up 
Polonsky Center’s stage

A rose by any other 
name: Caroline 
Rose describes her 
music as a mixture 
of punk, rock, and 
pop, while combin-
ing heavy subjects 
and bouncy tunes.
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Bear with it: “The Winter’s Tale” contains Shake-
speare’s most famous stage direction — “Exit, 
pursued by a bear.”

A cold heart: (Pictured left to right) Anatol Yusef plays the 
imperious King Leontes and Kelley Curran plays Queen 
Hermione for the Polonsky Center’s new production of 
“The Winter’s Tale,” which officially opens on March 25.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
March 24

Yes, Please! 
You can get some 
very adult education 
tonight at the Park 
Slope sex shop 
Please. Owner Sid 
Azmi (pictured) will 
celebrate the biz’s 
third anniversary with 
“A Night of Wine, 
Jazz, and Sex 
Education” featuring 
tunes from the Hot 
Club of Flatbush. 
wine and sausages, 
and mini-workshops 
on bondage and oral 
activities. 
7–9 pm at Please (557 
Fifth Ave. at 15th Street in 
Park Slope, www.please-
newyork.com). Free.

SUNDAY
March 25

Wonder-ful 
Coney Island officially 
opens for the season 
today, with the 34th 
Annual Blessing of 
the Rides at Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park. 
Show up early and 
crowd up to the front 
— the first 98 people 
will get a free ride on 
the Wheel in honor of 
its 98th anniversary! 

10:45 am at Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park [3059 
W. 12th St., between the 
Boardwalk and Bowery 
street, (718) 372–2592, 
www.denoswonderwheel.
com]. Free.

MONDAY
March 26

Punch all 
Nazis! 
It’s a simple tactic, and 
it seems to work! But if 
you’d like to learn 
more about the philo-
sophical under-pin-
nings of Nazi-punch-
ing, come to this talk 
from Mark Bray, author 
of “Antifa: The Anti-
Fascist Handbook,” 
who will chat about 
the resurgence of the 
movement with “New 
Republic” staff writer 
Alex Shephard. 

6:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org]. $5.

TUESDAY
March 27

Tidal ways
Authors Benjamin 
Shepard and Mark J. 
Noonan launch their 
new book “Brooklyn 
Tides: The Fall and 
Rise of a Global Bor-
ough” with a panel 
discussion about the 
rapidly changing 
Brooklyn waterfront 
and its impact on res-
idents, artists, and 
the working class.

7 pm at Interference 
Archive (314 Seventh St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
www.interferencearchive.
org). Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 28

Magic school
Modern magicians 
who perform on 
Coney Island will 
demonstrate their 
eldritch craft and 
reveal the long his-
tory between the 
arcane arts and the 
Sodom by the Sea 
amusement park, 
where Harry Houdini 
(pictured) worked in 
the 19th Century. 

7:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch Dweck Center [10 
Grand Army Plaza, at 
Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynli-
brary.org]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 23
READING, 14TH ANNUAL NATIONAL 

BLACK WRITERS CONFERENCE: 
A four-day writing conference with 
readings, panels, and workshops. 
$35 ($25 students). 10 am. Medgar 
Evers College [1650 Bedford Ave. 
in Crown Heights, (718) 804–8883], 
www.centerforblackliterature.org. 

READING, “RAGE — THE MISERY 
OF MEN”: Award-winning poet and 
psychoanalyst Karen Morris and 
visual artist John Tomlinson explore 
the problem of toxic masculinity and 
the role of three art forms: visual art, 
poetry, and psychoanalysis. Book 
signing to follow. Free. 6 pm. A.I.R. 
Gallery [155 Plymouth St. between 
Pearl and Jay streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgallery.org. 

ART, “IDLE TALES” OPENING RECEP-
TION: Park Church Co-op presents a 
group exhibition exploring the ways 
women’s voices are marginalized. 
Free. 6–10 pm. Park Church Co-op 
[129 Russell St. between Nassau 
and Driggs avenues in Greenpoint, 
(718) 389–0854], www.parkchurch-
coop.org. 

ART, DETH P. SUN AND JEN TONG 
OPENING RECEPTION: A joint 
exhibit from the two colorful artists. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Grumpy Bert (82 Bond 
Street between Atlantic Avenue and 
State Street in Downtown), www.
grumpybert.com. 

DINING, RUM AND REVOLUTION: 
A rum tasting and history talk with 
food and drink expert Tonya Hop-
kins. $45. 7 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, “LE FEMMES FATALES” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A collection of 
work from badass female artists. 
Free. 7 pm. 3RD Ethos Gallery 
[154 Knickerbocker Ave. between 
George and Melrose streets in Bush-
wick, (917) 913–7522]. 

DANCE, THE DREAM PROJECT: 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” is deconstructed 
and reinvented into a multilingual, 
aerial dance project about the re-
lationship between Mexico, United 
States, and Canada. $18. 7 pm. 
Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center [29 Jay 
St. at Plymouth Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 330–1234], gkartscenter.org. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE STARV-
ING CLASS”: This Obie Award-
winning play examines a rural family 
trapped in a grotesque farce of the 
American dream. $28 ($20 students 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. The Mark 
O’Donnell Theater at the Actors 
Fund Arts Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt Streets 
Downtown). 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: Theater 2020 
presents Stephen Sondheim’s musi-
cal about fi gures who tried to take 
out U.S. Presidents. $40 ($30 seniors 
and students). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], www.
sfc.edu. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: The Gal-
lery Players perform Neil Simon’s 
comedy classic about three couples 
who stay in the hotel suite. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

SAT, MARCH 24
FUND-RAISER, CONEY ISLAND USA 

2018 SPRING GALA: A celebration 
of Coney Island’s unique charms, 
with an open bar, a mini mermaid 
parade, face painting, burlesque 
performers, and sideshow acts. 
$100–$1,000. 7:30 pm. Kitchen 21 
(3052 W. 21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island), www.coneyisland.
com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYMPHONY 
CHAMBER CONCERT: A special 
chamber concert, followed by 
a reception with wine and hors 
d’oeuvres. $40. 5 pm. South Ox-
ford Space [138 South Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place and Atlan-
tic Avenue in Fort Greene, (917) 
648–1847], www.brooklynsympho-

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, MARCH 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$31–$495. 7 pm.

SUN, MARCH 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: $105–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, MARCH 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V FLORIDA PANTHERS: 
$15–$350. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS: 
$15–$350. 7 pm.

SUN, APRIL 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V DE-

TROIT PISTONS: $17–$3,000. 
6 pm.

TUE, APRIL 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$450. 7 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI
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Man down!: The Toronto Maple Leafs will trip over them-
selves while the New York Islanders get down to business 
during their match-up at Barclays Center on March 30.



March 23–29, 2018 AWP  7Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

We are now accepting reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Easter at

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

T
hese artists love book 
covers!

A slim novel from for-
mer Boerum Hill author Jona-
than Ames has been adapted 
into a movie starring Joaquin 
Phoenix, a collection of folk 
songs, a painting, a dance, and 
a cocktail. The film version of 
the thriller “You Were Never 
Really Here,” about a hitman 
tracking down a kidnapped 
teenager, will open nationwide 
on April 6. For the rest, visit 
the Bushwick Book Club at a 
Gowanus arts space on March 
29, where Ames, who will read 
from his book at the event, 
said he is excited to discover 
the many different artistic re-
sponses to his novella.

“All art tends to be a 
response to life, but also 
other pieces of art,” said 
Ames, who now lives in 
Los Angeles. “It’s a life-
affirming way to conduct 
a book club.”

The Bushwick Book Club 
formed in 2009, and every 
month since it has created mu-
sical and artistic responses 
to different books, said the 
group’s founder. 

“We create new pieces in 
response to the book. It’s a 
little ‘Nerds Gone Wild,’ ” 
said singer-songwriter Su-
san Hwang.

The Gowanus event will 
include musical numbers by 
Hwang and others, an art ex-
hibit, and a dance performance 
based on the hitman novel. 
There will also be food and 

drinks served based on 
specific lines from the thriller, 
including “The Purist,” which 
is just seltzer water.

One of the musicians per-
forming on March 29 said 

that having the author pres-
ent for the show helps to form 
a deeper connection with the 
audience.

“It’s an interesting way 
to engage the readers,” said 
Jessie Kilguss, who plays 
her songs on a glockenspiel. 
“The fans really like it, and 
it’s a way to bring more to 
the club.”

Over the last nine years, 
the Book Club has tackled 
all sorts of reads, includ-
ing cookbooks, classics, and 
Ames’s 2005 comic novel 
“Wake Up, Sir.” Ames said 
that he is expecting some 

heavier tunes for this session 
than those played in response 
to his previous book.

“It will almost be like punk 
rock, I think,” he said. 

The songwriters in the 

Book Club said that writ-
ing songs based on an ac-
tion-heavy thriller proved 
easy — and that not all the 
songs will be as serious as 
the book’s subject.

“The genre doesn’t necessar-
ily dictate the style of music,” 
said Kilguss, who described the 
song she wrote as “dark folk.” 
“This book is pretty dark, but 
I won’t be surprised if we end 
up with some comedy.”

For Hwang, the book’s 
prose, not its genre, inspired 

her to write some tunes played 
on her accordion and buk — a 
traditional Korean drum.

“I’m focusing on the really 
beautiful images in the book,” 
she said. “His writing is so pres-
ent. Images and even humor 
find their way in there.”

Bushwick Book Club at 
Mirror in the Woods [575 
Union St. between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (917) 909–0577, 
www.mirrorinthewoods.com]. 
March 29 at 7:30 pm. $15. 

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s got a saucy love 
story!

Just like the narrator 
of her new novel “Bagels & 
Salsa,” author Lara Reznik left 
Long Island to attend college 
in New Mexico in the 1970s, 
and wound up finding the man 
of her dreams. Both charac-
ter and writer married a His-
panic man from the “Land 
of Enchantment,” but that is 
where the similarities end, 
said the author, who now 
lives in Texas.

“I write about my life, 
about what I know,” said 
Reznik, who is also the au-
thor of “The Girl from Long 
Guyland” and “The M&M 
Boys”. “The actual story is 

not really autobiographical, 
but the people in it are based 
on people in my life, so let’s 
say it’s 50 percent autobio-
graphical.”

“Bagels & Salsa,” a finalist 

in the Texas Writers League 
2017 fiction contest, is the 
unpredictably quirky tale of 
the love story between Jew-
ish Long Island sociologist 
Laila Levin and Latino sur-

geon Eduardo Quintana, who 
could not be more different. 
It begins with a backdrop 
of New York City in 1977, 
when the murderous “Son 
of Sam” stalked the streets 
of the city preying on young 
women, and winds through 
a variety of subplots, from 
an unlikely beginning on an 
auditorium stage in a Bronx 
public high school, through a 
torrid buildup in Manhattan, 
and a visit to Quintara’s home-
town — the small town of Es-
panola, New Mexico.

Along the way, the two lov-
ers break up and make up, 
break up, and make up again, 
until their bond proves stron-
ger than their obvious cultural 
differences.

Reznik hopes that the 
cross-cultural romance at 
the heart of her story inspires 
readers to look beyond their 
own societal boundaries. 

“I never realized there are 
still so many racists in this 
country,” said Reznik. “I would 
like readers to think about em-
bracing religious, ethnic and 
cultural differences.” 

“Bagels and Salsa” is now 
available in bookstores and 
at  Amazon.com .

Hear ‘Never Here’
Book Club sings and dances about Ames

Schmear and far
‘Bagels & Salsa’ takes a bi-cultural 
trip from New York to New Mexico
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Novel-ty songs: Susan Hwang, Charlie Nieland, and 
Jessie Kilguss of the Bushwick Book Club will per-
form songs based on the Jonathan Ames book “You 
Were Never Really Here” at Mirror in the Woods in 
Gowanus on March 29.
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The author: Jonathan Ames will be at the Bushwick 
Book Club performance to read, sign books, and en-
joy the show.
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The write stuff: Author 
Lara Reznik’s new novel 
“Bagels & Salsa” is a 
twisty romance tale that 
moves between New 
York City and small-town 
New Mexico.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and 
$4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates 
may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A 
Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these 
accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2

The Polonsky Shake-
speare Center is uniquely 
flexible in its design, al-
lowing a director to recon-
figure sets according to 
their vision. For “A Win-
ter’s Tale,” Arbus is us-
ing a thrust configuration, 
which brings the audience 
in close to the action. 

“The great thing about 
the space is it’s at once 
intimate and epic,” said 
Arbus. “It’s a tall space, 
great for classical plays 
where you want to be able 
to hear an actor whisper 
onstage. But you also want 
to get a sense of something 
larger than human scale, 
like the Act Five miracle. 
This is a space where you 
can feel that.” 

Last year, Arbus was 
honored with an Obie 
Award for her direction 
of “The Skin Of Our 
Teeth,” also at the Po-
lonsky Center. Her resi-
dency with the theater has 
given her great freedom 
to explore, she said

“Artists need artistic 
homes in order to take 
risks, to develop and suc-
ceed and even fail, which 
is an essential part of the 
process,” she said.

Her next project will 
be an adaptation of “The 
Tempest,” performed by 
Syrian refugees within 
a Grecian refugee camp. 
Arbus hopes the experi-
ence will be a freeing ex-
perience for everyone in-
volved. 

“The people we’re 
working with are in a 
very difficult situation, 
but theater can make you 
feel free,” she said. “I hope 
by letting people manifest 
things within their imagi-
nations, the difficulties of 
their daily lives will disap-
pear for a moment.”

“The Winter’s Tale” at 
Polonksy Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street 
and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (866) 
811–4111, www.tfana.
org]. Opening on March 
25 at 7:30 pm. Through 
April 15, Wed–Sun at 
7:30 pm. $90–$100 ($20 
students).

TALE...
Continued from page 5

nyorchestra.org. 
MUSIC, SONGWRITER 

DEATHMATCH: Four local 
singer-songwriters perform 
bite-sized sets. Free. 6 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, NEVERMIND OR-
CHESTRA: A brass band 
that plays Nirvana tunes. 
Followed by the L Train 
Brass Band. Free. 10:30 
pm. Pine Box Rock Shop [12 
Grattan St. between Bogart 
Street and Morgan Avenue 
in Bushwick, (718) 366–
6311], www.pineboxrock-
shop.com. 

FUND-RAISER, BROOKLYN 
BARK EASTER EGGSTRAV-
AGANZA: benefi tting Sean 
Casey Animal Rescue hosts 
this spring celebration, fea-
turing Easter Bunny photos 
with your kid or pet, face 
painting, crafts, games, live 
music, a Best Bonnet Con-
test open to kids, adults, 
and pets, and a Commu-
nity Easter Parade at 2 pm. 
Free. 11 am–3 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

OUTDOORS, BIRD WATCH-
ING: Join Prospect Park Alli-
ance on a birdwatching walk 
and learn about Prospect 
magnifi cent array of birds 
and how to identify them! 
Free. Noon to 1 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

TALK, GREENPOINT STREET 
TREE STEWARDSHIP 
SUMMIT: Learn how to 
take care of street trees in 
Greenpoint from a panel of 
experts, followed by lunch. 
Free. 12:30 pm. St. John’s 
Lutheran Church (155 Milton 
St. between Franklin Street 
and Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint), www.green-
inggreenpoint.com/events. 

DINING, BUFFALO CITY FAIR: 
A celebration of the upstate 
city that gave us buffalo 
wings, beef on weck, gar-
bage plates, and Logan-
berry cocktails. $10. 1–7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FREE FITNESS AND FUN: A 
weekly full body workout 
of low-impact aerobic, with 
African and world dance 
movements. Free. 2 PM. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

FAMILY, “FLIGHT SCHOOL 
THE MUSICAL”: A charm-

ing musical about a penguin 
who wants to learn to fl y. 
$12. 2 pm. On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

READING, DRAG QUEEN 
STORY HOUR: Lola Lemon 
reads to kids. Free. 3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
bklynlibrary.org. 

DINING, SUMO STEW: Watch 
a sumo match streamed 
from Japan while enjoying a 
seasonal chankonabe stew, 
Japanese booze and soft 
drinks, and checking out 
Sumo paintings and Sumi-e 
calligraphy. $65. 6 pm. The 
Brooklyn Kitchen (100 Frost 
St. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.sumostew.
com. 

COMEDY, ZOMBIE COMEDY: 
A comedic zombie per-
formance with costumed 
painted body art, video 
projection and live music! 
Address provided with 
RSVP. $20. 7 pm–midnight. 
Michael Alan’s studio (John-
son and Stewart avenues in 
Bushwick), www.michaelala-
nart.com. 

DANCE, THE DREAM PROJ-
ECT: 7 pm. See Friday, 
March 23. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE 
STARVING CLASS”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, March 23. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 23. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 23.  

SUN, MARCH 25
MUSIC, CLASSICAL INTER-

LUDES: The Friction Quar-
tet performs arrangements 
of pop music. Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
bklynlibrary.org. 

READING, STORY TIME WITH 
BRENDAN WENZEL: Pic-
ture book author celebrates 
his latest Hello, Hello. The 
fun reader starts with two 
cats, and incorporates col-
ors and shapes. Free. 11 am 
to noon. Books are Magic 
[225 Smith Street at Smith 
and Butler streets in Carroll 
Gardners, (718) 246–2665], 
www.booksaremagic.net. 

READING, “LEAVES OF 
GRASS” MARATHON: Doz-
ens of writers and friends 
read aloud the complete 
collection of poems by 
Walt Whitman. Free. 1 pm. 
Erv’s on Beekman (2122 
Beekman Pl. near Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens), www.greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

BRIDAL SHOWCASE: The 
2018 event showcases 
bridal fashions, accessories 
and vendors; sample deli-

cious treats and view all the 
latest bridal trends. Valet 
parking available. Free. 2 
pm to 4:30 pm. Bay Ridge 
Manor [476 76th St. and 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748 8855]. 

FILM, SHATSHOW VI — SAVE 
THE WHALES!: The William 
Shatner fi lm festival screens 
the 1976 comedy “Whale 
of a Tale” and the classic 
“Star Trek IV: The Voyage 
Home.”” Free. 4 pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE 
STARVING CLASS”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, March 23.  

MON, MARCH 26
ART, STUDENT ART EXHIBIT: 

Students present creative 
works in multiple media, 
including a musical perfor-
mance and puppet show. 
Free. 6 pm. The Ridge 
Creative Center (939 83rd 
St. between Seventh and 
10th Avenues in Bay Ridge), 
www.theridgecreativecen-
ter.org. 

TALK, THE RISE OF ANTIFA: 
Mark Bray, author of “Antifa: 
The Anti-Fascist Hand-
book,” discusses the con-
troversial movement and its 
rising prominence in Trump-
era America in a conversa-
tion with “New Republic” 
staff writer Alex Shephard. 
$5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, OPEN FLAME: An 
open mic night for queer 
comedians. Hosted by Sam 
Campbell, Simone Leitner, 

and Peter Valenti. Sign up 
via email: openfl amemic@
gmail.com. Free. 8 pm. 
Mood Ring [1260 Myrtle 
Ave. between Hart and 
Cedar streets in Bushwick, 
(917) 818–1738], moo-
dringnyc.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Reena Calm, Kenny 
DeForest, Will Abeles, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, 31ST BIANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: A variety of 
cutting-edge works by 
established masters and 
emerging talents. Free. 8 
pm. ShapeShifter Lab [18 
Whitewell Place at Union 
Street in Gowanus, (646) 
820–9452]. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

TUES, MARCH 27
TALK, “BROOKLYN TIDES”: 

At the launch part for the 
book “Brooklyn Tides: The 
Fall and Rise of a Global 
Borough,” a panel will 
discuss the activism, aes-
thetics, and changes tak-
ing place along Brooklyn’s 
waterfront. Free. 7 pm. 
Interference Archive (314 
Seventh St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope). 

THEATER, “RABBIT HOLE”: 
A play about Becca and 

Howie Corbett, who lost 
their young son Danny in a 
tragic accident; today, they 
still struggle to navigate 
the daily hardships of their 
grief. $15 ($10 students 
and seniors with ID). 7 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

COMEDY, AN EVENING 
WITH THE COMEDY RE-
SISTANCE: A one-time-only 
event full of comedians, 
special guests, and activists. 
$40 ($35 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, STEVIE: A witchy 
comedy show inspired by 
Stevie Nicks. Free. 8 pm. 
Our Wicked Lady (153 Mor-
gan Ave. at Meserole Street 
in Bushwick), www.ourwick-
edlady.com. 

WED, MARCH 28
COMEDY, C---- NOT GLOCKS: 

A group of 50 comics will 
whip out their best dick 
jokes to raise cash for a gun 
control group. $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FILM, “FRIED GREEN TO-
MATOES” DINNER AND 
FILM: A screening of the 
classic fi lm, accompanied by 
a “Fried Green Tomatoes”-
inspired four-course dinner 
with drink pairings. $80. 
6:30 pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

DINING, A DINNER PARTY 
WITH ANG LOW: The 
Brooklyn rhythm and blues 
artist plays an intimate 
concert as you eat a three-
course dinner. $50. 7 pm. 
Le Fanfare (1103 Manhattan 
Ave. between Clay and Du-
pont streets in Greenpoint), 
www.lefanfare.com. 

MUSIC, 31ST BIANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: 7 pm. See Mon-
day, March 26. 

MUSIC, MARSHALL CREN-
SHAW: With the Bottle 
Rockets. $28 ($25 in ad-
vance). 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features David 
Angelo, Casey James Sa-
lengo, Leah Bonnema, Mike 
Lebovitz, and more. $10 ($5 
in advance). 9 pm. The Gut-
ter [200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
387–3585], thegutterbrook-
lyn.com. 

THURS, MARCH 29
TALK, GOLD BUSINESS CON-

NECT WOMEN’S EVENT: 
A networking event for 
women, with a breakfast, 
panel of experts, and prize 
drawings. $25. 9 am. Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce 
[335 Adams St., Suite 2700, 
between Willoughby Street 
and Tech Place in Down-
town, (646) 399–1678], www.
goldbusinessconnect.com. 

ART, “INFINITY” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A solo exhi-
bition of oil paintings by 
Afrocentric Keyy that pay 
homage to black women. 
Portion of proceeds go to 
the Black Immigrant De-
fense Fund. Free. 6:30–9 
pm. Cafe Erzulie [894 Broad-
way between Stockton 
Street and Lewis Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
450–3255], www.cafeerzu-
lie.com. 

MUSIC, THE BOWIE SONG-
BOOK WITH BURNT 
SUGAR ARKESTRA: 
Bowie’s hits are reimagined 
through soul, jazz, and hip-
hop by this New York City 
landmark group. $16 (in-
cludes Museum admission). 
7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, MUSICAL CELE-
BRATION OF “YOU WERE 
NEVER REALLY HERE”: 
The Bushwick Book Club 
presents a musical celebra-
tion of Jonathan Ames’s 
thriller, with dance, visual 
art, and more. $15. 7:30 
pm. Mirror in the Woods 
(575 Union Street, between 
Nevis Street and Third Av-
enue in Gowanus). 

COMEDY, THE NEW COM-
EDY PROJECT: A monthly 

show with free beer, featur-
ing Clare O’Kane, Fumi Abe, 
Alison Leiby, and more. $10. 
7:30 pm. The New Work 
Project (97 N. 10th St. 2A, 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe avenue in Williams-
burg). 

MUSIC, TREASURES OF 
PARADYCE: The neo-soul 
band plays every Thursday 
night. Free. 8–10:30 pm. 
Dean Café Bar [951 Dean St. 
at Classon Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 230–5555], 
deancafebar.com. 

THEATER, “BLOODY BRAINS 
IN A JUKEBOX”: Catch a 
sneak preview of a new rock 
opera in progress! Free. 8 
pm. Freak Bar (1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
island.com. 

MUSIC, ÌFE: With Maku 
SoundSystem. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

FRI, MARCH 30 
MUSIC, ASHANTI, JA RULE, 

LIL’ MO, AND LLOYD: 
$49–$99. 8 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THEATER, “RABBIT HOLE”: 7 
pm. See Tuesday, March 27. 

THEATER, “BLOODY BRAINS 
IN A JUKEBOX”: 8 pm. See 
Thursday, March 29. 

SAT, MARCH 31
THEATER, “RABBIT HOLE”: 3 

pm. See Tuesday, March 27. 
MUSIC, AMEN DUNES: The 

New York musician launches 
his new album “Freedom.” 
$20. 9 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com. 

SALES / MARKETS, SPRING 
FLING AND EASTER 
TINGS!: Join The Flatbush 
Caton Market for a Carib-
bean Easter celebration, 
with kids’ story time at 3 
pm and 5 pm, and free kids’ 
face-painting by Fame & 
Fete from 2–5 pm. Free. 2–6 
pm. Flatbush Caton Mar-
ket (2184 Clarendon Rd. at 
Ralph Avenue in Flatbush). 

FILM, “COCO”: Sunset Park 
Kids’ Saturday Cinema Club. 
Free with RSVP. 11 am. In-
dustry City (220 36th Street 
between Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

COMEDY, TRIGGER PLAY 
COMEDY SHOW!: A 
diverse lineup of rising 
comics, featuring Carmen 
Lagala, Evan Morrison, Tito 
Garza, and more. Free. 7:30 
pm. Pine Box Rock Shop (12 
Grattan St. between Bogart 
Street and Morgan Avenue 
in Bushwick), facebook.
com/triggerplaycomedy-
show.  

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Dangerous curves: Burlesque star Angie Pontani, who reigned as Miss Cy-
clone from 2007–2010, will host the Coney Island 2018 Spring Gala on March 
24. The glamorous soiree by the sea raises cash for Coney Island USA, and will 
feature sideshow, burlesque, and music performances along with the food 
and open bar.
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The little Brooklyn Stable formally known as Kensington, has been rescued and purchased by a new entity re-
branded “Prospect Park Stable” after the Park in which it historically serves — a Park that was built for horses 
and glorifies them with its grand equine statues leading many of its entrances.

Prospect Park... was one of the former names of the originating stable built in 1917... 
Reestablished in 2018, 101 years later, the new owners of Prospect Park Stable envision it 
becoming a boutique equine facility...

...there are plans in the works to partner with urban community farms and the like to beneficially 
reuse the large manure volumes in the production of mulch/fertilizer - a program they call “Hoof 
Harted™”

...donated the resources and materials to rebuild the riding ring in Prospect Park... 
https://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/31/45/31_45_mm_bridal.html 

“Brooklyn equine...”   The namesake acronym “Be” plans include equitation activities of many types; with top quality boarding, 
an equestrian outfitting, tack & coffee/tea spot, a multi-use classroom/entertainment/event/party room, private equitation & 
public trails, carriage rides in & around Prospect Park and pony rides/parties/club with a goat or two for kids

... perhaps even Polo which was once a regular sporting activity at the Prospect 
Park’s Parade Grounds.

Brooklyn’s most publicly accessible stable, for its most grandiose of parks, is saved, and with the help of 
NYC hopefully this time for good.

 
– “What a great day for Brooklyn! Preserving Prospect Park Stables means that riding will remain in Prospect Park, and that horses will continue 

be our neighbors. I’m proud that the intervention of my office and the involvement of the community helped prevent an auction sale that would 
likely have meant the end of the stables. Congratulations to John Quadrozzi, Jr., his daughter and Walker Blankenship. I’m excited to work with 
Prospect Park Stable &  Brooklyn Equine – along with other potential partners like the Prospect Park Alliance and GallopNYC – to make the 
opportunities of riding and caring for horses available to Brooklynites of every background, for many years to come.”  – Brad Lander, NYC 
Council Member

– “GallopNYC offers therapeutic riding lessons in Prospect Park… bringing in our own horses from our stables in Queens - we’d be delighted 
to keep our horses at a local stable… so we can continue to expand our services to people with disabilities in Brooklyn.  We wish John, his 
daughter and Walker all the best…  and hope the City will be supportive.”  – Alicia Kershaw, Executive Director, www.GallopNYC.org 

– “I am so happy that Walker will be able to continue operating the stable alongside successful partners in John and his daughter… While 
operating a stable in an urban environment has its own challenges, the benefit to the community is valuable. I hope New Yorkers will join... offer 
their support... value this opportunity... keep horses in Brooklyn & NYC overall.”   
 – Marcy Brennen, VP Bronx Equestrian Center, Inc., www.nyshorse.com

– “We are not only happy to hear the news, but are proud to offer significant financial support... assist in the preservation... rebirth of Prospect Park 
Stable... this important space will continue to protect horses and serve our community for years to come” 

 – Abraham Leifer… 57 Caton Partners, LLC. - an innovative residential housing & retail space designed to enhance the local area 

  Be unique… …for inquiries contact Be@Quadrozzi.com

serviced / marketed / developed by

QUE™ Quadrozzi™URBANENTERPRISES

Be aggressive…

Be spectacular…

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

These kids are saving the 
environment — on their lunch 
break!

A handful of industrious 
third graders rigged a rain-col-
lection barrel to the gutter sys-
tem of their Park Slope school 
on March 15, which will collect 
28,000 gallons of reusable H20 
a year. And they did it all dur-
ing lunch, according to one wa-
ter-conservation expert.

“They eat while they learn,” 
said Elizabeth Rosenberger, the 
executive director of environ-
mental-advocacy group Bar-
rels by the Bay, which teaches 
stainability practices to kids. 

“They’re very dedicated.”
The organization partnered 

with the pint-sized scholars at 
Poly Prep Lower School on 
Prospect Park West — who 
christened themselves the Ecol-
ogy Action Team — to con-
struct the low-tech-but-effec-
tive retention system, which 
will collect rainwater that 
would otherwise drag nasty 
oils and other muck off the 
street and into the city’s sewer 
system, and use it to hydrate a 
nearby garden instead, accord-
ing to Rosenberger.  

“It’s preventing polluted run-
off from flowing into the river 
and ocean,” she said. 

The dedicated tykes did all 

Doing good 
by the gallon
Kids install a rain barrel

Gregory Povetko, far left, and his classmates attached the rain drum.
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the work themselves, meeting 
during lunch periods to learn 
about, decorate, and then install 
the 55-gallon rain barrel, which 
will collect enough wet stuff 
annually to shave roughly $146 
off the school’s water bills, ac-
cording to current rates. 

But the project’s real value 

is in teaching kids the poten-
tial of retention drums, which 
can collect rain that can be used 
for such everyday tasks as wa-
tering plants and washing cars, 
according to Rosenberger, who 
said she hopes the youngsters 
will share their new-found 
knowledge with their folks 

and other local residents.
“It’s important for us to find 

an engaging way for the stu-
dents to take this message to 
their communities,” she said. 
“Once we increase the number 
of rain barrels and the amount of 
water that can be conserved, we 
can make a real impact.”

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

This clan went from Iraq 
to Ridge.

A family of Iraqi refugees 
who fled Baghdad amid death 
threats from terrorists target-
ing the father’s work support-
ing the American army built a 
new life in Bay Ridge with the 
support of a Downtown group 
that helps immigrants and ref-
ugees resettle.

The matriarch said her fam-
ily is thankful to finally live in 
security, but that they never ex-
pected to upend their lives to 
start over in a new country.

“We thought maybe we’d 
come to the U.S. on a trip, but 
living here and settling, no,” 
Najlaa Alani said through a 
translator.

Alani and her husband 
Husam Sano arrived in the 
U.S. in February 2014 with 
their kids, 12-year-old Ay-
men and 7-year-old Aya, but 
the couple started to consider 

Iraqis get new home, life 
Family fl ees terrorist threats for second chance in boro

fleeing Iraq in 2005 — the same 
year he and Alani got married 
— when Sano started receiv-
ing death threats while he was 
working for the U.S. Army as 
a technology contractor at a 
base called Camp Taji.

Soon after, Alani began re-
ceiving threats too, and after 
a relative saw an armed man 
searching for Sano, his bosses 
advised him to leave the coun-
try, at least temporarily.

The couple fled to Syria at 

the end of 2005 to live with Al-
ani’s parents, but returned to 
Iraq about a year later, where 
Alani gave birth to Aymen. Aya 
was born in 2009, the year Sano 
applied with the International 
Organization for Migration to 
bring his family to the U.S.

In February 2014, the orga-
nization finally told the family 
they would fly to the U.S. in 
just three weeks, leaving them 
scrambling to prepare for their 
flight, which required ditching 
most of their possessions.

“We left most of our stuff, we 
couldn’t sell it,” Sano said.

But with the help of the 
Downtown Arab American 
Family Support Center and 
its director of community out-
reach and prevention support, 
Ahmed Mohammed — who 
translated the immigrants’ in-
terview with this reporter — 
the family found an apartment 
and Sano got a job within two 
weeks of arrival.

The group recently helped 

the family finish paying off its 
$5,700 in airfare fees — since 
all refugees have to repay their 
travel costs to the U.S. State 
Department — with the help 
of a fund   it launched last July 
that helps reimburse the Feds 
for bringing refugees into the 
country and aids the immi-
grants with mental-health ser-
vices, English courses, and job 
training once they get here.

The greatest challenge the 
family faced initially was the 
language barrier, since they 
didn’t know any English. For 
about a year, Alani often stayed 
up all night translating second-
grade Aymen’s homework into 
Arabic until he had a grasp on 
English — which he said finally 
helped him feel confident.

“When I learned it, I didn’t 
feel scared,” Aymen said. 

Alani also learned English, 
taking courses for 15 months — 
with the help of financial aid — 
and Sano is two months into his 
three-month English program, 
which he juggles with working 
six days a week as the chef at an 
Arab bakery on Fifth Avenue, 
a job he’s grown to love.

“I’m beginning to love my 
job, because I like what I’m 
doing,” he said.

Husam Sano and his wife, Najlaa Alani, fled death 
threats in their native Iraq with their son Aymen 
and daughter Aya in 2014 to build a new life in Bay 
Ridge.
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Navel Oranges

BOX OF 56

$$24992499

Buy by the Box
and save big!

EBT

Green Peppers

¢¢6969lb.lb.

3/21 7AM -3/26 7PM

SALE STARTS 22 2321 24 25 26

Juice Oranges

BOX OF 80

$$21992199

Celery Hearts $$179179
ea.ea.

Lemons

BOX OF 75

$$25992599

Honeydews

$$299299
ea.ea. 44 forfor

$$55
Broccoli Seedless Grapes

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Celery

¢¢5959
Bartlett Pears

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Eggplants

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Navel Oranges

77forfor

$$199199

$$55forfor22
Whipped Butter

Kosher for
Passover

Sugar

$$199199

Kosher for
Passover

Apple Juice

Kosher for
Passover

$$199199
Seltzer

$$22forfor44
Kosher for
Passover

Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

The ELITE PROTOCOL

Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

“I always thought 
if I lost a child, I 
wouldn’t be able to 

stop screaming,” Liz Alder-
man, a Westchester mom of 
three, told journalist Mark 
Miller. But then one of her 
children, Peter, age 25, was 
killed in the 9-11 terror at-
tacks — he was on the 106th 
floor of the North Tower — 
and she found out what re-
ally happens.

At least to her.
“The reality is, you can’t 

keep screaming — your throat 
closes up; you give yourself 
a headache. You have two 
choices — either you kill 
yourself literally or figura-
tively, by crawling into bed 
and never getting out, or you 
put one foot in front of the 
other.”

Keep doing that and you 
can end up someplace com-
pletely new. And meaning-
ful.

It is this surprising jour-
ney that Miller illuminates 
in his new book, “Jolt: Sto-
ries of Trauma and Transfor-
mation.” Time and again he 
finds people who suffered not 
Post Traumatic Stress Disor-
der — but its sort of good-
witch twin: Post Traumatic 
Growth, or “PTG.”

PTG is not a Pollyanna-
ish way of looking at misery. 
People who grow in new and 
important ways after trauma 
suffer, too. It’s not that the 
pain gets replaced by mean-
ing. It’s that along with the 

pain there is meaning, often 
great meaning, and some com-
fort in it.

For Alderman and her hus-
band, Steve, it was stumbling 
toward a way to make Peter’s 
life, and death, have a posi-
tive impact on the world, the 
way Peter had. Eventually the 
couple co-founded the Peter 
C. Alderman Foundation, 
which provides short-term 
therapy to others impacted 
by trauma, even halfway 
around the world, in Africa, 
Cambodia, and Haiti. People 
who have lived through war, 
natural disasters, and some-
times the murder of their fam-
ilies in front of their eyes get 
the help they need to get back 
to functioning.

Returning to “normal life” 
after a trauma is what we deem 
resilience. But Miller’s book is 
about something else: coming 
back from trauma with such 
an expanded sense of empa-
thy and purpose that simply 
going to back to everyday ex-
istence is not enough.

What happens is this: “We 
walk around with a self-con-
structed sense of our world,” 
Miller writes. This includes 

On the fl ip side of PTSD

who we are, what matters 
to us, and how we expect to 
spend our time. But when 
a trauma hits, it can “blow 
these self-constructed world 
views to pieces.” Priorities get 
questioned. For instance, one 
man Miller interviewed, New 
York Times writer Andrew 
Revkin, suffered a  stroke 
that temporarily paralyzed 
his right hand. When he got 
better, his old hobby — mak-
ing music — didn’t seem like 
it could wait anymore. Af-
ter all, the ability to play gui-
tar and mandolin had just al-
most been taken from him. 
So since his stroke, he has re-
leased an album and now plays 
gigs around the city.

The mother of a child mur-
dered by a serial killer found 
an even less predictable pur-
pose. A self-described “coun-
try bumpkin with a high-
school education,” Marietta 
Jaeger has devoted much of 
her life since the crime to 
fighting for an end to the death 
penalty. This drive was born 
after she had a revelation of 
faith to forgive the killer.

Clearly, no one can tell 
where trauma may lead. 
But the idea that it could 
lead someplace good is not 
a new one. In religion, the path 
from pain to enlightenment is 
a common one.  In mythology, 
it is called “the hero’s jour-
ney, in which heroes achieve 

great good as a result of great 
suffering,” Miller writes. You 
can see this journey again and 
again in the Bible, and on the 
screen. “These heroic strug-
gles resonate deeply in Amer-
ican culture,” writes Miller, 
“especially when there is a 
happy ending (think Star 
Wars!).”

So why do we associate 
post-traumatic existence 
only with disorder and nev-
er-ending pain? My guess is 
it’s because as much as we 
love the hero’s journey, we 
have been taught a much grim-
mer narrative about real-life 
trauma: that no one ever re-
covers. Even to suggest that 
they might is considered in-
sensitive.

That’s why Miller takes 
pains to explain that not ev-
eryone “grows” or should 
be expected to. He is very 
sensitive to ongoing sorrow, 
and doesn’t want to exacer-
bate anyone’s misery by sug-
gesting that the “best” trauma 
victims march forth with a 
huge and wonderful new pur-
pose. Not at all. No one says 
trauma victims must grow. 
And no one knows who will 
and who won’t.

All we know is that trauma 
is part of the human condition. 
No one gets through life with-
out something (or, sigh, many 
things) shaking them to the 
core and forcing a reckoning. 
The potential for growth has 
been “hiding in plain sight,” 
says Miller. 

It’s time for hope to come 
out of the shadows. 

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow, founder 
of Free-Range Kids and 
author of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?”

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Lenore Skenazy

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This protest turned violent 
— but not in the way you’d 
expect.

A crowd of students 
stormed a Park Slope cell-
phone store during a March 
16 protest that lasted for about 
five minutes before quickly 
dissolving when the young 

activists ditched the rally to 
watch a fight that broke out 
down the street.

The kids organized the 
short-lived demonstration 
in response to a video fea-
turing racist remarks made by 
an employee of the authorized 
AT&T retailer at 242 Seventh 
Ave., which is across the street 
from the John Jay Educa-

‘I’ for incomplete
Impassioned John Jay students ditch 
protest for glimpse of nearby brawl

A student protest outside a Seventh Avenue cellphone retailer on March 16 
ended abruptly after an unrelated fight drew the young demonstrators away.
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tional Campus. The footage 
captured the worker saying 
“Damn, I got mad monkeys 
in front of my store — mad 
monkeys” while pupils from 
the learning complex staged  a 
walkout on March 14  as part 
of a national call for gun-law 
reform.    

A student at Park Slope 
Collegiate, one of the four 
schools within John Jay, 
discovered the video clip on 
March 15 after it was posted to 
a public Snapchat story about 
the walkout, according to the 
pupil’s friend Amanda Lee, 
a Collegiate senior who said 
she then hastily organized the 
next-day after-school protest 
with the help of educators, 
the parent-teacher associa-
tion, and social media.

Roughly two-dozen stu-
dents showed up outside the 
cellphone peddler around 3:30 
pm, where they chanted and 
waved signs condemning the 
employee’s vile words — 
which couldn’t have come 
at a worse time, Lee said.

“It makes me furious,” she 
said. “I’m fighting for you, and 

you’re feeding into the hate 
calling us monkeys? That’s 
not okay.”

Other workers at the shop 
refused to comment on their 
colleague’s racist remarks, but 
acknowledged they knew of 
the protest minutes before it 
began.

And during the rally, an 
employee could be seen at-
tempting to keep busy as it 
unfolded — but he didn’t 
have to feign productivity for 
long, because minutes after 
the demonstration started, the 
students fled to glimpse an 
unrelated fight that erupted 
outside the Rite Aid at Seventh 
Avenue and Fifth Street.

The mother of a student 

at Millennium High School, 
which is also within John Jay, 
said she was inside the nearby 
pharmacy when she heard a 
group of young men arguing 
outside and then watched as 
the dispute evolved into a 
“savage” brawl when three 
of the teens started viciously 
attacking another kid.

“You don’t know how they 
were going to beat this boy 
down,” said the woman, who 
spoke on the condition of an-
onymity in fear of her daugh-
ter’s safety. “They weren’t 
stopping, this kid was go-
ing to die.”

The mom claimed she in-
tervened in the fracas, ripping 
a chain off one of the teen’s 

attackers as he fled the scene 
with his cohorts. School-safety 
officers sprinted after the bad-
dies as they ran along Seventh 
Avenue towards Fourth Street, 
but made no immediate arrests, 
according to a cop.

The cellphone salesman 
whose heinous comments 
spawned the students’ pro-
test, meanwhile, no longer 
works at the store, according 
to an AT&T spokeswoman, 
who blasted the video as “dis-
turbing and unacceptable.”

“We are in contact with 
the vendor who operates the 
store, and understand the em-
ployee who made the video 
no longer works there,” said 
Kate MacKinnon.

DON’T MISS 
A TWEET!
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BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

From America’s Down-
town, to the Bay in Gravesend, 
Brooklynites laid claim to 
these redwood trees!

A local artist who planted 
thousands of tiny saplings in 
MetroTech Center for a pub-
lic-art installation returned to 
the plaza on March 10 to hand 
the trees out to passersby as 
he uprooted the exhibit.  

One green-thumbed fan 
of the glen of growing Dawn 
redwoods in Spencer Finch’s 
“Lost Man Creek” project 
said he was thrilled to take 
home his potted specimen af-
ter months of walking by the 
installation.

“We had seen the exhibit 
for the last two years, and 
we love gardening,” said Bill 
Neri, who lives in Gravesend 
with his wife Maria. “Hope-
fully it gets a little warmer so 
it starts to bloom again.”

Finch brought his man-
made forest of 4,000 one- to 
four-foot conifers to the com-
mercial hub in October 2016, 
calling it a scaled-down rec-

Green-thing giveaway
Artist sends passersby home with saplings after exhibit

reation of the massive Red-
wood National Park in Cal-
ifornia.

The Dawn-redwood spe-
cies, which can grow up to 
130-feet tall and was long con-
sidered extinct until a scien-
tist in its native China uncov-

ered healthy trees there more 
than 70 years ago, then spread 
across the United States after 
its seeds were transported to 
the country.

And following the green-
thing giveaway, the artist do-
nated any unclaimed saplings 

to horticultural agencies across 
the state and city including the 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, according to a rep for 
the Public Art Fund, which 
staged Finch’s exhibit along 
with MetroTech developer For-
est City Ratner.

Local artist Spencer 
Finch (above) helped 
hand out trees to mark 
the closing of his public-
art project, “Lost Man 
Creek.” (Left) Maria 
and Bill Neri took home 
some saplings.
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By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a free ride!
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 

will celebrate the opening of 
its 2018 season on March 25 
by offering nearly 100 peo-
ple free rides on Coney Is-
land’s iconic Ferris wheel. 
The park’s management said 
that the Wonder Wheel start-
ing up again is a sign warmer 
days are ahead.

“When the cars go back up on 
the Wonder Wheel, it’s the first 
sign of spring,” said a spokes-
woman for the park. “It’s a hint 
that summer is coming.”

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
is offering each of the first 98 
people who enter the park on 
March 25 a free ride on the 
Wonder Wheel, in honor of the 
wheel’s 98th anniversary.

The Sunday opening will 
kick off with the 34th-annual 
“Blessing of the Rides” cere-
mony, which honors local do-
good group the Salt and Sea 
Mission for the work it does in 
southern Brooklyn, according 
to the park’s owners.

“We are happy to honor 
the tradition started in 1985,” 
said owners Dennis and Steve 
Vourderis in a statement.

Cheap thrills!
Wonder Wheel Park kicks 
off season with free rides

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park is offering a free Ferris-
wheel ride to the first 98 people who show up for 
the park’s opening day on March 25.
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Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
will be open on weekends and 
school holidays in April and 
May, and then seven days a 
week from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day.

“Blessing of the Rides” at 

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
[3059 W. 12th St. between 
the Boardwalk and Bow-
ery Street, (718) 372–2592, 
www.denoswonderwheel.
com] on March 25 at 10:45 
am.
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