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Your World  — Your News

Out of the ring
Police escorted star mixed-martial artist Conor McGregor out of 
Brooklyn Criminal Court on April 6 after the athlete turned himself 
in at the 78th Precinct station house the day earlier for injuring two 
other Ultimate Fighting Championship brawlers and another man 
in an altercation outside the Barclays Center that afternoon. See 
story on page 3.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Authorities since 2012 dealt out 
roughly 2,000 violations — hundreds 
of which were criminal — to the pri-
vate carting company with a  history of 
recklessness at the wheel  that the city 
pays millions in taxpayer dollars to haul 
trash, records show.

Most of the 1,998 penalties officials 
issued to New Jersey–based Action Cart-
ing —  which raked in $104,286,930 from 
contracts with the city  over the past de-
cade, during which its truckers hit and 
killed five people — are for employees 
blowing red lights, driving in bike lanes, 
and speeding in school zones,  where 
some drivers are allegedly known to fall 
asleep at the wheel as kids are walking 
to class , according to workers.

And 342 of the infractions were for 
unspecified criminal violations, which 
often require a court appearance along 
with paying a cash fine, according to 
the records from Jan. 8, 2012 through 
March 20, 2018, which the Brooklyn 
Paper obtained via a Freedom of In-
formation Law request.

But mysteriously absent from the ci-
tations is the summons cops said they 
handed to the Action driver who hit and 
killed  cyclist Neftaly Ramirez  in Green-
point last July. Authorities claimed to 
have slapped now-retired trucker Jose 
Nunez with  a violation for driving his 
massive big-rig without the proper li-
cense  on Nov. 10, 2017 — almost four 
months after he fatally plowed into the 
27-year-old — but none exists within the 

RAP SHEET RIDDLE
City slapped hauler with hundreds of infractions, but still hires them

nearly 60 pages’ worth of records.
A Police Department legal-bureau 

spokesman couldn’t explain the absence 
of the summons, instead only noting 
that none of the total 4,209 moving vi-
olations and criminal-court summonses 
that city officers issued on Nov. 10, 2017 
were made out to Nunez.

Also missing from the list of hun-
dreds of Action-perpetrated violations 
this newspaper received are 27 crim-
inal summonses that officials dealt to 
the firm on Feb. 8, 2018, which this re-
porter instead discovered when search-
ing the state-court system’s  online pub-
lic records .

Police spokesman Sergeant Jordan 
Mazur again could not explain why those 
violations weren’t included among the 
others. And a state-court rep also couldn’t 
explain why they were not among the re-
ceived records, saying the glut of same-
day infractions could either be the re-

sult of a municipal employee incorrectly 
entering them all on the date in ques-
tion, or of an Action-facility inspec-
tion on that day.

A spokeswoman for the garbage 
company did not respond when asked 
if any of its facilities were inspected 
on Feb. 8, 2018.

Action Carting only increased its 
rule-breaking over the years, accord-
ing to the records, which show that au-
thorities issued its drivers just 26 crim-
inal summonses in 2012, but more than 
90 in 2016 and 2017 each. There are no 
2018 criminal summonses listed in the 
documents. 

And the company’s other violations 
similarly increase in frequency. In 2012, 
Action received 182 so-called “A-sum-
monses” for minor infractions such as 
double parking, compared to 275 in 2017, 
according to the records, which show 
the business racked up 41 through mid 
March of this year.

But the malfeasant firm isn’t the only 
one whose workers’ carelessness results 
in casualties. 

The number of crashes caused by 
drivers for the city’s 20 most-active 
private carting companies totaled 67 
since March 2016, up from 35 between 
March 2014 and February 2016, accord-

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

Officials delivered some 1,998 violations to Action Carting since 2012, 
according to records the Brooklyn Paper obtained via a Freedom of 
Information Law request.
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See ACTION  on page 4

PLUS: NEW BOT 
TRACKS BAD DRIVERS

SEE PAGE 3

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re on different tracks.
City officials recently butted 

heads with Mayor DeBlasio over 
the future of his beloved $2.5-bil-
lion trolley that would run from 
Sunset Park to Queens, admitting 
reservations about its financial fea-
sibility that they then recanted af-
ter their boss proclaimed on pub-
lic radio that the project is rolling 
forward.   

Hizzoner’s second in command, 
Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen, ac-
knowledged on April 3 that studies 
of the streetcar scheme’s revenue 
model — which is based on the 
claim that the light-rail line will 
pay for itself with additional tax 
revenue earned from increased 
development along its waterfront 
route — are delayed, and that lo-
cal leaders may be forced to con-
sider dropping the project if re-
search shows its bill can’t be paid 
by building alone, according to a 

New York Daily News  report .
And a day later, a DeBlasio 

spokeswoman echoed Glen’s 
sentiments that there’s a chance 
the Brooklyn Queens Connector 
trolley — which  the mayor first 
pitched  as a system to serve sub-
way-starved coastal neighbor-
hoods in 2016, and which has 
since earned the backing of sev-
eral real-estate companies — may 
actually never get moving.

“The BQX can bring jobs and 
a brand-new green-transporta-
tion system to a series of tran-
sit-hungry Brooklyn and Queens 
waterfront neighborhoods,” Me-
lissa Grace said on April 4. “As we 
wrap up a block-by-block study, 
we are determining if increased 
tax revenue created by the project 
will pay for it, or if we need a city 

subsidy to make it work, and ul-
timately if we can move forward 
with this project.”

Two days after that, however, 
DeBlasio doubled down on his 
commitment to the Connector, 
claiming he’s no longer just look-
ing for city cash to pay for it, but 
seeking support from the Feds. 
The mayor specifically called 
on Brooklyn native Sen. Chuck 
Schumer — whose daughter runs 
the pro-trolley group Friends of 
The Brooklyn Queens Connector, 
 which last November revealed a 
prototype of the system’s streetcars  
— to help get money for the tram 
opposed by several local pols and 
 residents , who charge it will  ac-
celerate gentrification  and  cause 
rents to skyrocket .

“It is a big, complicated endeavor 
and it’s certainly going to require 
some federal support as well, which 
is something I am very hopeful 
about, particularly because of the 
presence of Sen. Schumer and the 
role he plays,” DeBlasio said live 

on the April 6 episode of WNCY’s 
Brian Lehrer Show. “We are mov-
ing forward but we have to get the 
exact details right. And we are go-
ing to have to plan out going for-
ward.”

And hours after Hizzoner as-
sured listeners his trolley plan 
wasn’t falling off the rails, Grace 
fired off a modified version of her 
initial comment on it, recasting 
the statement not as a question of 
if the project will move forward, 
but how it will advance.

“The mayor calls it as he sees 
it, and what he sees is that the 
BQX can bring jobs and a brand-
new, green-transportation system 
to growing and transit-hungry 
Brooklyn and Queens neighbor-
hoods,” she said. “With a block-
by-block study, we’ll determine 
the best way forward – including 
if federal or other public funds 
are needed.”

The mayoral spokeswoman 
later defended her revised offi-
cial stance, arguing nothing had 

Missed connection
Mayor, underlings publicly project different futures 
for his promised waterfront-streetcar scheme

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

City officials and Mayor DeBlasio described different fu-
tures for Hizzoner’s planned Sunset Park–Queens trolley last 
week, forcing the municipal employees who questioned its 
viability to change their tune after the mayor declared the 
project still very much on track in a radio interview.
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changed in the city’s forecast for 
the scheme.

“I don’t know that it changed. 
The mayor elaborated a little to-
day,” Grace said. “We are mov-
ing forward but have to get the 

exact details right — a lot of mov-
ing parts.”

The trolley’s proponents turned 
up the pressure on DeBlasio fol-
lowing his reassurances, demand-
ing on Monday that he prove the 

project will come to fruition be-
fore he leaves office.

“We are calling on your ad-
ministration to take concrete 
steps to indicate that this critical 
infrastructure project will indeed 
break ground during your mayor-
alty,” the Friends of The Brook-
lyn Queens Connector wrote in 
a letter to Hizzoner that the New 
York Times first reported and this 
newspaper later obtained. “We are 
urging you to lay out a path — 
through community outreach and 
consultation, environmental anal-
ysis, and additional engineering 
and design work — to definitively 
make that clear.”

Financial troubles, however, 
aren’t the only potential hazards 
facing the streetcar proposal, ac-
cording to the city’s own transit 
experts,  who previously warned 
that laying its tracks could com-
plicate their looming repairs to a 
decrepit stretch of the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway  because both 
infrastructure projects will unfold 
in Brooklyn Heights. 

And now that state pols have 
green-lit the streamlined design-
build process for the Department 
of Transportation–led makeover 
of the expressway, an agency rep 
said that work could start as early 
as 2020 — a year after DeBlasio 
initially hoped to begin building 
the light-rail system.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

New York State’s top prosecu-
tor is investigating the city’s Po-
lice Department after officers shot 
and killed an unarmed black man 
wielding a metal pipe like a gun in 
Crown Heights on April 4.

“We’re committed to conduct-
ing an independent, comprehen-
sive, and fair investigation,” Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Schneiderman 
said  on Twitter  the morning of 
April 5.

The day before, four officers 
fired 10 shots at 34-year-old Sa-
heed Vassell around 4:40 pm after 
the man assumed a “two-handed 
shooting stance” with the pipe on 
Utica Avenue near Montgomery 
Street, according to the Police De-
partment’s Chief of Department 

Terence Monahan, who spoke at 
a press conference hours after the 
shooting.

A total of five cops, including 
two in uniform, rushed to the scene 
after three separate 911 callers told 
authorities that Vassell — who 
doctors at Kings County Hospi-
tal pronounced dead following the 
shooting — threatened passersby 
with a silver firearm that officers 
later deemed a shower head and 
then a welding torch, according 
to officials.

Surveillance footage police re-
leased the afternoon of April 5 
shows Vassell approach people on 
the street — including pedestri-
ans who appear to be two men, as 
well as a woman and child — and 
point the piece of metal at them 
as if it were a firearm.

The video clip ends with Vas-

Cops kill black man brandishing pipe mistaken for pistol

Police shooting roils Crown Heights

Huge crowds gathered for an April 5 vigil at the intersection where cops gunned down 
Saheed Vassell the day before. Read more about the demonstration on page 6.
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Saheed Vassell carried this 
metal pipe as if it were a gun 
when he was shot dead by 
authorities, according to the 
Police Department.

N
Y
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D

sell brandishing the pipe like a 
pistol at something off screen — 
which authorities claimed were 
the responding officers, who then 
opened fire.

Police also released transcripts 
of the 911 calls related to the in-
cident, in which two people are 
quoted describing a man point-
ing what appeared to be a gun at 
pedestrians.

“There’s a guy walking around 
the street, he looks like he’s crazy, 
but he’s pointing something at peo-
ple that looks like a gun, and he’s 
like popping it as if like he’s pull-
ing the trigger,” one caller said, 
according to cops.

Officers also said a 911 dis-
patcher told them that the call-
ers reported a man aiming 

See SHOOTING  on page 6
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Wednesday 
May 2  

10am to 4pm
Brooklyn  Borough Hall  

209 Joralemon St.
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The Visiting Nurse Service of New York helps 

thousands of people, day in and day out, across 

the five boroughs and surrounding counties. We 

have led the way in providing compassion, comfo� 

and expe� care to New Yorkers since 1893 and will 

continue to do so for generations to come.

Trusted by New Yorkers for 125 years and counting.

TOUCHING 
48,000 LIVES 
EVERY DAY

WE ARE HOME CARE.

Learn how physical therapy from  
VNSNY can help you live well at home.

Call 1-855-867-6966 or visit vnsny.org.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  

from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.

Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

MON. APR. 23rd

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. APR. 25th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. APR. 26th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s revealing dangerous 
drivers one Tweet at a time.

A Brooklyn Heights cyclist 
and civic guru created a Twit-
ter bot that spits out motorists’ 
traffic violations so concerned 
users can identify reckless in-
dividuals who cruise their lo-
cal streets. 

Brian Howald, a member of 
Community Board 2’s Trans-
portation Committee, made the 
 @HowsMyDrivingNY  account 
so people can easily search 
the city’s “Open Parking and 
Camera Violations”  database  
— which dates back to 2000 
and documents illegal behav-
ior such as running red lights, 
speeding in school zones, and 
not paying parking meters — 
after news broke that the  mo-
torist who fatally smashed into 
two kids crossing a Park Slope 
street  last month did so inside a 
vehicle that had already racked 
up  several infractions .

“In the aftermath of the crash 
in Park Slope, several people 
on Twitter combed through the 
city’s open-data portal for vio-
lations associated with the car, 
and found it had been cited 12 
times,” said Howald, who in 
December outed Bay Ridge 
state Sen. Marty Golden for 
 allegedly impersonating a po-
lice officer as he tried to pull 
the cyclist over in a bike lane . 
“It started a conversation about 
how often people driving dan-
gerously near schools, or park-
ing illegally. I wanted to make 

Social-media justice
Local’s Twitter bot outs bad drivers caught on streets

Community Board 2 member Brian Howald created 
a Twitter bot that reports vehicles’ infractions.
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it easier for people to have ac-
cess to this data.”

The account, which has gar-
nered roughly 1,000 followers 
since its March 23 debut, asks 
Twitter users to provide a li-
cense-plate number the bot then 
uses to retrieve data including 
the amount of violations dealt 
to the vehicle associated with 
the plate.

Curious locals’ Tweets must 
follow a simple format that in-

cludes tagging the bot and en-
tering a vehicle’s plate number 
and state in order to generate a 
response, according to How-
ald, who said the technology 
does the heavy lifting for peo-
ple who quickly scribble down 
or snap a photo of a rogue car’s 
plates.

“It allows people to access 
information from their phones 
at the moment it’s most rele-
vant,” he said. 

The bot’s responses break 
down a vehicle’s infractions by 
type, making the important dis-
tinction between less danger-
ous violations such as failing 
to feed a meter and more seri-
ous offenses including hitting 
the gas in a school zone, its 
creator said.

“The fact that someone 
shows up in the database 
doesn’t make them a bad driver 
— someone who doesn’t pay 
the meter is different from 
someone who speeds next to 
a school,” he said. 

Howald, also a software en-
gineer, hopes that his handle 
helps get unsafe drivers off the 
road by exposing repeat offend-
ers’ behavior before it leads to 
deadly crashes, he said.   

“This account helps make 
people aware of just how often 
people are doing it, and getting 
away with it, before their ac-
tions results in somebody be-
ing injured or killed,” How-
ald said. 

And the bot creator said he 
has one response to motorists 
who criticize him for putting 
them on blast — stop break-
ing the rules.

“If people don’t want to be 
held accountable for doing dan-
gerous things, they shouldn’t do 
dangerous things,” he said.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They don’t call him “noto-
rious” for nothing.

Mixed-martial artist Conor 
McGregor turned himself in 
on criminal-assault charges 
at the 78th Precinct’s Pros-
pect Heights station house on 
April 5, following a fracas out-

side the Barclays Center that 
left three men injured.

Athletes Michael Chiesa and 
Raymond Borg — who came to 
Kings County for an April 7 Ul-
timate Fighting Championship 
event at the arena — told police 
they were aboard a bus outside 
the Atlantic Avenue venue at 
1:36 pm when McGregor hurled 

Barclays brawl
Champ busted after tirade

a metal hand truck at the peo-
ple mover, shattering a glass 
window and cutting the men 
with its shards, according to 
court documents. 

The star of the documen-
tary “Conor McGregor: Noto-
rious” then slugged a guard for 
the fighting league in the face, 
the documents show.   

The tirade earned McGregor 
numerous misdemeanor 
charges, but a judge let him  
walk out of Criminal Court 
on $50,000 bail, and keep his 
passport while the case re-
solves itself.

Fighter Conor McGregor 
turned himself in after 
an altercation at the Bar-
clays Center on April 5.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

SHOP BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

Faucets • Sinks • Vanities • Mirrors • Tubs
Shower Heads • Toilets • Accessories

SHOWROOM: 299 Atlantic Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.259.8010 • www.kbgbrooklyn.com

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM IS WAITING

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 
We’ll Meet Internet Pricing with Personal, Knowledgable Service.

ing to a report released Mon-
day by several organizations 
working to reform the noto-
riously dangerous industry, 
including the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
New York Lawyers for the 
Public Interest, Transporta-
tion Alternatives Alliance for 
The Alliance for a Greater 
New York, and Transform 
Don’t Trash NYC.     

Five of the 67 collisions 
that occurred since March 
2016 were fatal, and two 
of the 35 that happened be-
tween March 2014 and Feb-
ruary 2016 resulted in deaths, 
according to the survey — 
which shows that city san-
itation employees have not 
killed anyone while behind 
the wheel since 2014.

And officials banished 
more than half of the trucks 
belonging to the city’s 20 

most-active private carters 
from local streets since 2016, 
after those vehicles failed fed-
eral inspections, the report 
shows.

Action Carting’s hundreds 
of violations, however, are be-
low the industry average, ac-
cording to its spokeswoman, 
who said company bigwigs 
are working to cultivate a less-
hazardous culture by imple-
menting weekly safety ses-
sions and modernizing its 
fleet with upgrades includ-
ing the installation of protec-
tive “bike guards” beneath its 
trucks that block pedestrians 
from rolling under them.

A rep for Mayor DeBlasio 
again did not respond to a re-
quest for comment about why 
the city continues to conduct 
business with Action Carting 
despite its history of deadly 
crashes and violating traf-
fic laws.

Continued from page 1

ACTION...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Five snakes stole a guy’s 
phone and kicked him on Pa-
cific Street on April 2, offi-
cers said. 

The 33-year-old victim told 
police he was near Atlantic 
Avenue around 9:50 pm when 
the five crooks pushed him to 
the ground and started kick-
ing him, and then grabbed his 
phone and headphones. The 
jerks then fled towards Nevins 
Street, authorities said. 

Gunpoint theft
A nogoodnik threatened a 

Court Street store employee 
with a gun and stole a wad of 
cash on April 3, police said.

The victim told cops the 
baddie wearing a black mask 
walked into the shop near 
Bergen Street around 6:20 
pm while no one else was 
inside and pointed a small 
black handgun, saying “Put 
the money in the bag, I will 
beat the s--- out of you.” 

The crook placed a green 
drawstring bag on the coun-
ter, shoved the victim into the 
back room, and told him to 

Brutes kick man and run off with his phone
get on the ground, officials 
said. The punk then ran out 
of the store with $371, accord-
ing to a report. 

Tax tirade 
guy in a Willoughby Street 

tax-service business on April 
4, police said. 

The 36-year-old victim told 
cops the malefactor became 
aggressive when he told her 
she couldn’t have her money 
because the Internal Revenue 
Service is holding it. She 
then chucked a clipboard at 
his head inside the storefront 
near Jay Street around 4 pm, 
authorities said.

Pocket pilferer 
Some baddie swiped an 

old man’s wallet while he 
was walking home on York 
Street on April 2, cops said.

The victim, 88, told po-
lice he was walking near 
Gold Street around 9:53 am 
when the sneak reached into 
his right-back pocket and took 
his wallet containing his so-
cial-security card, Medicaid 
card, and license, then fled. 

Free shopping 
A crook swiped a bunch 

of jackets from a Joralemon 
Street department store on 
April 6, police said. 

The punk walked out of 
the store near Court Street 
around 1 pm without paying 
for his new clothes, accord-
ing to a report. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Love sick 
A trio of savages assaulted 

a guy after getting into a fight 
in a Myrtle Avenue nightclub 
on April 6, police said. 

The victim told cops he and 
the three toughs got into an 
argument over a woman at the 
club near Washington Avenue 
around 3:30 am when the vil-
lains started attacking him 
and one said to “suck his d---,” 
according to authorities.

A stranger then trans-
ported the victim with large 
cuts on the right side of his 
neck, his head, and upper body 
to Brooklyn Hospital in a sil-
ver car, and the three snakes 
fled in a gray four-door se-
dan, officials said. 

Grab and go 
A sneak broke into a Greene 

Avenue apartment and took 
a laptop sometime overnight 
on April 7, cops said.

The punk broke into the 
apartment near Adelphi Street 
sometime between 10 pm on 
April 7 and 5 pm the next day, 
and ran off with an Apple 

Macbook Pro, cops said. 

Teen terrors 
Police cuffed three teens 

who they said hopped out of a 
cab without paying and stole 
the driver’s wallet near Grand 
Avenue on April 2. 

The taxi driver told cops he 
picked up the suspects in Man-
hattan and dropped them near 
Gates Avenue around 11:45 
pm, but they got out without 
paying and ran away with his 
wallet containing his Metro-
Card, license, and credit cards, 
according to a report. 

Bye, bye, bicycle 
Some jerk rode off with a 

guy’s motorcycle parked on 
S. Elliott Place on April 5, 
cops said.

The victim told authori-
ties he parked his 2015 Su-
zuki near Hanson Place at 8 
pm and when he went back 
to go get it two hours later, 
it was gone. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Rough ride
Somebody drove off with a 

man’s 27-year-old Honda Ac-
cord he parked on 13th Street 
on March 3.

The victim told police he 
parked his 1991 sedan be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at 10:30 pm, and re-
turned the following morning 
to find his antique-Japanese-
imported car stolen.

Bad break
A thief broke into a man’s 

car he parked on Fourth Street 
on March 25, taking his cell-
phone and Judo gear.

The victim told police he 
left his car between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues at midnight, 
and returned later that morn-
ing to find some rascal had 
shattered his rear passenger-
side window, and made off 
with his gym bag contain-
ing the phone and martial-
arts suit.

Winded
Cops busted a man who 

they said strangled another 
guy inside a Butler Street inn 
on March 28.

The victim, 47, told police 
he was chatting on his phone 
inside the hotel between Nev-
ins Street and Third Avenue at 
2:20 am, when the 25-year-old 
suspect wrapped his fingers 
around his neck and started 
squeezing.

Paramedics discovered 
bruising along the victim’s 
neck when they treated him 
following the attack, while of-

ficers nabbed their suspect on 
strangulation later that morn-
ing, authorities said.

Seeing red
Police arrested a man ac-

cused of breaking a door while 
in the process of stealing 
$35 worth of Red Bull from 
a Fourth Avenue bodega on 
March 30.

An employee told cops 
he caught the suspect stuff-
ing cans of the energy drink 
into his jacket and a canvas 
bag inside the deli between 
Sixth and Seventh streets at 
10:30 am.

The worker went to inter-
cept the man before he could 
flee with his ill-gotten energy 
boosters, but the suspect saw 
he’d been spotted and kicked 
his way out through the store’s 
glass door, destroying it, of-
ficers said.

Police arrested the 27-year-
old man that day after spotting 
him in possession of the sto-
len Red Bull — and a crack 
pipe — and charged him with 
criminal mischief, cops said.
 — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Pushed too far
A jerk pushed a woman to 

the ground, injuring her, on 
Smith Street on April 7.

The victim said she was 
walking with earbuds in her 
ears near Second Street at 8 
pm when someone pushed 
her to the ground from be-
hind. She hit her face on the 
pavement and bled from her 
nose, cops reported.

Police said the woman did 
not see the assailant, and thus 
could not provide a descrip-
tion.

Missing tools
A jerk stole tools from a 

city housing authority build-
ing on Centre Mall on April 
8.

The victim said he was 
working in an apartment and 
left a DeWalt drill and an Er-
ickson hand snake unattended 
in the hallway of the build-
ing between Columbia and 
Hicks streets at 3 pm. And 
when he went back for them 
at 3:30 pm, they were gone, 
cops said.

A little short
Someone took cash from a 

wallet found on Henry Street 
on March 30.

The victim said he lost his 
wallet near Sackett Street at 
5 am.

Police said someone 
brought the wallet to the 76th 
Precinct sometime after that, 
but the victim’s $300 and ID 
were gone.   

Busted
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said tried to steal candy 
from a store on Smith Street 
on April 8.

Employees said the man en-
tered the store between Presi-
dent and Union streets at 1:30 
pm and tried to take a variety 
of candy and medicine before 
security stopped and held him 
until cops arrived.

Police said the man, from 
Sunset Park, was charged with 
petty larceny and possession 
of stolen property.

In the bag
A miscreant stole a com-

puter off a woman on Degraw 
Street on April 3.

The victim said she was be-
tween Smith and Court streets 
at 8:45 am when the man came 
up to her from behind and 
demanded her backpack. He 
took her computer, three show 
tickets, a wallet, four credit 
cards, and $40.

Police said the victim was 
not injured, and that the sus-
pect is in his 40s. 

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Big haul
A crook broke into a Fourth 

Avenue restaurant sometime 
between April 2 and 3 and 
stole nearly $8,500.

The nogoodnik broke into 
the eatery through the base-
ment door between 55th and 
56th streets between 10 pm 
on April 2 and 8 am the next 
day, according to police. 

Officers said he caused 
damage to the basement door 
and interior door on his way 
in, and broke the cash ma-
chine open once inside. He 
then threw liquid vinegar over 
it and left through the base-
ment door, police reported.

Drug bust 
Police arrested a pair of 

men who they said had more 
than 1,000 milligrams of ket-
amine on Eighth Avenue on 
April 3. 

Officers nabbed the men 
inside a bar between 39th and 
40th streets just before 3 am, 
when they were conducting a 
business inspection. The men 
tried to conceal the vials of 
the drugs with their feet, ac-
cording to a report. 

Stolen wheels 
A robber stole a 2015 Chev-

rolet Suburban from 58th 
Street sometime between 
April 6 and 7.

The driver told cops he 
parked the car between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
around 10 pm on April 6, and 
when he returned around 
10 am the next day, it was 
gone. 

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Chest pains 
Cops cuffed a brute who 

they said threw another man 
to the ground and bit his chest 
in a fight on 93rd Street on 
April 6.

The assault allegedly 
went down between Third 
and Fourth avenues around 
11:15 pm, police said. 

Bagged it up 
Authorities arrested a man 

for stealing clothes from an 
86th Street shop on April 3. 

Employees at the store be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues told police the suspect 
came in around 10 pm and 
stuffed jeans, pants, a sweater, 
and socks inside his backpack, 
and tried to leave. 

Cashed out
A nogoodnik stole a check 

out of a 77th Street mailbox 
some time around March 3, 
the sender reported to police 
on April 4. 

The victim told police he 
put the check in the mailbox 
near Fourth Avenue on March 
3, and that the intended re-
cipient never received it be-
cause someone else cashed 
it on March 26. 

Banking his way
A weasel opened a bank ac-

count using the personal infor-
mation of a Shore Road res-
ident to steal $4,700 around 
April 4.

The resident, who lives be-
tween 95th and 96th streets, 
reported the theft to authori-
ties around 3:30 pm the same 
day.

Biked away
A pair of punks stole a mo-

torcycle from Gatling Place 
on April 7. 

The victim told cops he 
used a chain to attach his ride 
to a railing between 90th and 
92nd streets, and surveillance 
footage shows the men cutting 
the chain and taking off with 
the bike just after 5:30 am, 
according to a report. 
  — Julianne McShane
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Grand
Opening

The esophagus is a muscular tube in the 
throat that food and liquid travels down to 
reach the stomach for digestion. It is posi-
tioned behind the trachea and in front of the 
spine. Esophageal cancer occurs when cells 
in the esophagus mutate, making it pain-
ful and difficult for patients to swallow. The 
American Cancer Society estimates that about 
17,290 new esophageal cancer cases will be di-
agnosed in the US in 2018. 

At NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Method-
ist Hospital, a centralized multi-departmental 
team of specialized clinicians are able to test 
for, diagnose and treat esophageal cancer us-
ing the latest techniques and technology.

“Esophageal cancer can be complex be-
cause the disease presents differently with 
each patient, and many specialists need to 
be involved in the patient’s care,” explained 
Sebron Harrison, MD, chief of thoracic surgery 
at NYP Brooklyn Methodist. Detection and 
treatment usually requires a large team, in-
cluding an oncologist, a radiation oncologist, 
an interventional endoscopist, and a gastroin-
testinal endoscopist. With more complicated 
cases of esophageal cancer, an even larger 
team of specialists is required.

If esophageal cancer is detected, either af-
ter a biopsy, or by using an endoscope — a 
flexible, narrow tube with a tiny video cam-
era on the end that is used to look inside the 
body — the team comes together to craft an 
individual treatment plan.  

“There are many ways to treat esophageal 
cancer, but it takes a team to come up with 
the best approach for the patient,” said James 
D’Silva, MD, medical oncologist at NYP Brook-
lyn Methodist specializing in gastrointestinal 
cancers. “We can tailor the approach depend-
ing on the location of the tumor or preexist-
ing conditions — treatment can’t be ‘one size 
fits all,’ because it doesn’t.”

If a tumor is large, a patient may need to 

undergo chemotherapy prior to surgery to 
remove it. Mukul Arya, MD, director of ad-
vanced endoscopy at NYP Brooklyn Method-
ist, works with the patients and gives recom-
mendations on potential radiation or systemic 
treatments prior to surgery. 

Endoscopists can also treat esophageal 
cancer noninvasively, removing part of the 
esophagus, directly injecting medicine into 
the muscle, or passing an electric current to 
kill the cancerous cells.

“We work very closely together to deter-
mine the best treatment for each patient,” 
said Dr. Arya about working with Dr. D’Silva, 
Dr. Harrison, as well as colleagues Angelo 
Reyes, MD, thoracic and cardiac surgeon, and 
Hani Ashamalla, MD, chairman of radiation 
oncology. “We’ve certainly created some-
thing special here at NYP Brooklyn Method-
ist: the patient’s entire team of physicians and 
specialists all sit under one roof and synthe-
size our recommendations for the patient’s 
treatment plan.” 

“When you don’t have the whole team in 
one place, patients have to travel around to 
all of these different doctors, and important 
details are more likely to be lost in commu-
nication or misinterpreted,” said Dr. Harrison. 
“It can be too much for these patients because 
they are sick. Having all the physicians in one 
place — like we do here — is convenient for 
patients and their families.” 

Post operatively, esophageal cancer pa-
tients also work with NYP Brooklyn Meth-
odist’s speech therapists and nutritionists to 
ensure that their swallowing function is back 
to normal, that they’re swallowing correctly, 
and that they’re on the right diet for optimal 
healing and continued well-being.

To learn more about cancer treatments available 
at NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospi-
tal or to make an appointment with an NYP Brook-
lyn Methodist physician, please call 718-499-CARE.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re dying for a fix.
Brooklynites blasted the 

city’s transportation agency 
for waiting to conduct a traf-
fic study before it fixes a per-
ilous Kensington intersection 
where a trucker fatally struck a 
man in February, charging that 
transit leaders should be well 
acquainted with the crossing 
where two people died in the 
past five years.

“These same issues came up 
three and a half years ago,” said 
25-year resident Mike Rosen-
bluth, who discussed the treach-
erous juncture with neighbors 
and Department of Transporta-
tion officials at a Monday meet-
ing inside PS 130. “It’s like the 
person behind me said, ‘You’ve 
studied this for 10 years, what 
more is there to do?’ ”

Community members’ con-
cerns over the intersection at 
Church Avenue and Ocean 
Parkway — a massive nine-
lane crossing where the park-
way meets the Prospect Ex-
pressway — flared anew after 
 a motorist behind the wheel of 
a box truck killed a man cross-
ing the road  as the driver turned 
right from Church Avenue onto 
the expressway on Feb. 27.

The man — who cops said 
they have yet to identify in 
their ongoing investigation 

Fix it already!
Locals demand immediate action, not a 
study, from city at deadly intersection

of the crash — died roughly 
five years after a tractor-trailer 
driver smashed into  73-year-
old Ngozi Agbim , killing her 
as she attempted to cross the 
intersection in 2013.

Agbim’s death prompted the 
installation of a pedestrian is-
land to help people navigate the 
juncture, where no less than 158 
others were injured since 2010, 
according to data from the city’s 
Vision Zero website.        

And more safety improve-
ments are needed, according 
to locals, who pitched pedes-

trian-protection strategies to 
the Transportation Depart-
ment’s Brooklyn Borough 
Commissioner, Keith Bray, 
at the meeting.

Several attendees suggested 
the city prohibit crossing the 
intersection on the side nearest 
the Prospect Expressway, cit-
ing their own policies to never 
cross that side of the juncture 
because it puts them in the path 
of cars — especially commer-
cial vehicles, which are banned 
on Ocean Parkway — turn-
ing onto the expressway from 

Church Avenue.
“We have a family policy, 

we don’t cross on the north side. 
It’s too dangerous, and we don’t 
see the need to cross there when 
you can cross on the south side,” 
said April Agostino. “My opin-
ion is there should be no cross-
ing there at all.”

But others including Rosen-
bluth disagreed, arguing that 
fix would force locals who live 
on the expressway-side of the 
intersection to cross it at three 
other points just to fully tra-
verse it.

“Why should they be in-
convenienced by having to 
cross the street three times?” 
he said.

Officials instead should re-
configure traffic signals around 
the juncture, so that drivers on 
Church Avenue get a red light 
when pedestrians are permit-
ted to cross the intersection’s 
nine lanes, decreasing the 
motorists’ chances of hitting 
a person while turning onto 
the expressway, according to 
Rosenbluth.

The city, however, currently 
has no set plan for improve-
ments — or when they will be 
implemented — and will be-
gin its process of safeguard-
ing the intersection by look-
ing at quick fixes, such as new 
on-street markings or signage, 
that can be made amid the on-
going study to identify more 
comprehensive changes.

Transportation Department 
employee Ann Marie Doherty 
later said that the agency will 
tell locals by May 1 when they 
can expect it to release a pro-
posal for fixing the intersec-
tion, after Kensington Council-
man Brad Lander pushed for a 
more definitive timeline.

Local transit leaders installed a pedestrian island 
at the intersection of Church Avenue and Ocean 
Parkway where that road meets the Prospect Ex-
pressway after a driver fatally struck a woman there 
in 2013, but more improvements are desperately 
needed, according to residents.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

There’s a new cook in this 
kitchen store!

The owner of a Williams-
burg culinary-supply shop is 
hard at work stocking shelves 
inside the Brooklyn Heights 
space  recently vacated by re-
tailer A Cook’s Companion , 
where she will open the third 

outpost of her cookware em-
pire next month.

“I’m featuring the same kind 
of things. There’s a heavy focus 
on bakeware, cookware, a re-
ally nice selection of aprons and 
linens,” said Natasha Amott, 
a Park Sloper and the owner 
of Whisk on Bedford Avenue 
near N. Fourth Street.

And to the delight of bubble-

Familiar taste
W’burg’s Whisk to replace 
loved Heights kitchen shop

loving Brooklynites, Amott is 
delivering on her now-retired 
predecessor’s promise that who-
ever moves in to the store will 
stock Soda Stream machines 
and the carbon-dioxide canis-
ters they use to turn still water 
into seltzer, she said.

The shopkeeper said she is 
so dedicated to serving those 
local fizz-lovers who’ve been 
without their go-to Soda Stream 
source since A Cook’s Com-
panion closed in February that 
she intends to start selling the 
gas before her planned open-
ing on May 1.

“I’m actually hop-
ing to start filling those 
while in the store doing our 

renovations,” Amott said.
The Atlantic Avenue Whisk 

store will also feature goods 
familiar to Companion cus-
tomers in an effort to provide 
a similar shopping experience 
to the shuttered retailer’s loyal-
ists, according to Amott, who 
said some of the products will 
be new to patrons of her other 
shops in Williamsburg and the 
outer borough of Manhattan.

“I’m bringing a couple of 
brands of cookware that Cook’s 
sold, but we don’t sell at Whisk. 
I want neighbors to still find 
the pan they really like, or want 
to get for their mothers,” she 
said. “I’m trying my hardest 
to continue those.”
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a gun at passersby.
“Firearm job at, ah, Utica 

and Empire Boulevard, that’s 
Utica and Empire Boulevard. 
Caller states a male was point-
ing a gun at people,” police 
quoted the dispatcher as say-
ing.

Authorities, however, did 
not warn Vassell before they 
shot at him, according to one 
eyewitness, who compared the 
shooting to a “hit” in a New 
York Daily News  report .   

“The just hopped out of the 
car. They didn’t say please. 
They didn’t say put your hands 
up, nothing,” Jaccpot Hinds 
told the Daily News.

And Vassell’s father told 
the New York Times that his 
Jamaican-born son suffered 
from bipolar disorder, claim-
ing he spent time in and out of 
hospitals for treatment of the 
condition in the past few years. 
The younger Vassell’s mental 

disability was allegedly well 
known by both his neighbors 
and local police, according to 
the Times  report .  

Schneiderman’s announce-
ment of the state probe led 
by attorneys in his Special 
Investigations and Prosecu-
tions Unit came shortly after 
a Crown Heights state Sen-
ator called for an investiga-
tion into the fatal shooting — 
which occurred on the 50th 
anniversary of the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. — amid demands for bet-
ter policing from activists in 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment.

“As a society, we have to 
make the Black Lives Matter 
message clear on our streets,” 
Jesse Hamilton said in a state-
ment. “We should demand 
quality police work.”

Vassell’s death came weeks 
after cops killed an unarmed 
black California man, whom 

they mistook as carrying a 
gun when responding to al-
leged reports of vandalism, 
 shooting him to death in his 
backyard .

But Monahan defended 
the actions of his boys in 
blue, claiming they were 
told by witnesses to expect 
an armed suspect.

“This was not an emotion-
ally-disturbed call, this was a 
call of a man pointing what 911 
callers and people felt was a 
gun at people on the street,” he 
said. “When we encountered 
him, he pointed what appeared 
to be a gun at the officers. We 
have to stay straight on the 
facts of this incident.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A massive crowd formed 
in Crown Heights on April 5 
at a vigil that quickly turned 
into an anti-cop protest on the 
street corner where police the 
day earlier gunned down a 
man brandishing a metal pipe 
like a pistol.

One Brooklynite who 
blasted New York’s Finest as 
executioners in an impromptu 
tirade that attending journal-
ists rushed to document said 
seeing other furious mourners 
inspired his harsh critique.

“I was in the moment,” said 
Clinton Dyer, who lives in 
Brownsville. “I just felt the 
anger in the community, and 
the upset about what was go-
ing on. They’re not hearing 
us — our voices aren’t being 
heard.”

Four officers opened fire 
on Saheed Vassell at the cor-
ner of Utica Avenue and Mont-
gomery Street on April 4, in 
response to three separate 
911 reports of a man threat-
ening bystanders with what 
observers said appeared to 
be a gun.

The next day, New York 
State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced his 
Special Investigations and 
Prosecutions Unit opened 
a probe into the Police De-
partment because of the in-
cident.

Hours before the April 5 
demonstration,  authorities 
released surveillance foot-
age of Vassell  — a 34-year-
old Crown Heights resident 
whose family said had a his-
tory of mental illness — that 
shows him approaching men, 
women, and children on the 
street while wielding the pipe 
as if it were a pistol.

But the video — which cops 
released along with 911 tran-
scripts that quoted callers and 
a dispatcher saying Vassell 
was pointing what looked like 
a gun at passersby — did little 
to soothe the raw nerves of the 
deceased’s grieving friends, 
many of whom accused po-
lice of a shoot first, ask ques-

‘Another black man dead’
Locals mourn their neighbor shot to death by cops

Grieving local Yaa Asantevaa addressed the crowd.

tions later mentality.
“I wasn’t there, but there 

was no gun,” said Sander 
Cameau, a life-long Crown 
Heights resident and longtime 
friend of Vassell. “They had no 
right to kill him — at all.”

Others criticized authori-
ties’ immediate release of the 
footage and transcripts as a 

thinly veiled propaganda tac-
tic and poor excuse for kill-
ing a man not holding a fire-
arm.

“They are trying to use 
it to influence the commu-
nity,” said Crown Heights 
local, Chris, who refused to 
give his last name. “Yes he has 
mental issues, yes he’s bipolar, 

but this was uncalled for.”
The neighborhood’s state 

Senator — who called for an 
investigation into the deadly 
shooting after it occurred, and 
helped plan the vigil — de-
manded Police Department 
brass better educate trainees 
on how to respond to mental-
health-related incidents dur-
ing his turn at the podium, 
where the dead man’s par-
ents Eric and Lorna Vassell 
joined him.

“Having a mental-health 
problem should not be a death 
sentence,” Jesse Hamilton told 
the audience. 

And although many vo-
cally expressed anger before 
the crowd, some participants 
stayed quiet as they were over-
come with grief at the sudden 
loss of a friend.

“He was a humble person, 
he didn’t bother nobody,” said 
Nicole Williams, another 
Crown Heights resident. “It’s 
so sad. Another black man 
dead, that’s all it is.”

Protestors remained on the 
scene long after the original 
vigil’s 4:40 pm start time — 
which coincided with the time 
police gave for Vassell’s shoot-
ing — with many taking to 
the streets come sundown in 
a march to the local 71st Pre-
cinct’s station house on Em-
pire Boulevard, where they 
picketed with signs declar-
ing “Justice for Saheed” and 
“Abolish the NYPD.”

The Brooklynite’s death 
at the hands of police came 
just weeks after  California 
cops shot and killed an un-
armed black man  at his home 
while responding to a vandal-
ism complaint.    

And the city plans to fully 
cooperate with Schneider-
man’s ongoing probe, accord-
ing to the mayor, who called 
Vassell’s death “a tragedy by 
any measure,” but did not at-
tend the demonstration.  

“We’re going to be as trans-
parent as we can, understand-
ing there will be a full and 
formal investigation,” said 
Mayor DeBlasio.

Attendees held signs that mourned Vassell and de-
cried the Police Department at the charged event.
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Continued from page 1

SHOOTING...

Saheed Vassell was carrying what police mistook for 
a pistol when they shot him dead, but cops later dis-
covered the object was a metal pipe.

N
Y

P
D

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A driver smashed into a 
woman crossing an East Flat-
bush street on April 8 — then 
took off — leaving the vic-
tim with injuries that she died 
from the next day. 

The motorist traveling to-
wards Canarsie on Remsen 
Avenue plowed into 65-year-
old Dorothy Parker as she 
crossed that road between 
Church Avenue and Avenue 
A around 9:50 pm, accord-
ing to police, who claimed 
Parker was outside of a cross-
walk when hit.

The driver stopped mo-
mentarily after sending the 
senior crashing to the ground, 
then continued along Remsen 
Avenue before hanging a right 
onto Avenue A, where the mo-
torist’s silver Honda Accord 
was last seen, cops said.

Hit-and-run motorist kills senior
Paramedics rushed to the 

scene after a passerby called 
911, and found Parker — who 
authorities said lived on Rem-
sen Avenue just blocks from 
the collision site — with se-
vere head trauma lying be-
neath a parked pickup truck, 
according to officials, who 
said emergency responders 

transported the victim in crit-
ical condition to Brookdale 
Hospital, where she died on 
Monday.

Officers have yet to iden-
tify the person at the wheel 
and their investigation is on-
going, according to police.

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 

asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The 
public can also submit tips 
by logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or 
by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577. All tips are strictly 
confidential.
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T
his musical is high-larious! 

A musical comedy celebrating the 
calming power of cannabis will make 

its Brooklyn debut on April 20 — the un-
official, international holiday designated 
for marijuana consumption. “420: The Mu-
sical,” playing at the Unruly Collective 
in Bushwick, is a wacky tobacky–cele-
brating take on a well-known children’s 
story, said the show’s music writer.

“It’s like ‘The Wizard of Oz’ on weed,” 
said Laura Lonski.

The musical follows an average Joe 
who, anxious about asking out his crush, 
opts for a pot-smoking session to clear his 

head. He soon finds himself in a magical 
world where the grass is greener, tripping 
down a green brick road to find the Mighty 
High — a stoned version of the wonder-
ful wizard, according to Lonski.

The rock musical — or stoned musical, 
more accurately — was created in 2012 
in Buffalo, New York, and has been pro-

duced annually since then. Over the years, 
it has puffed up the cast with new songs 
and characters, said Lonski, and it will 
change further for its Brooklyn debut. 

“Since this is our first year in Brooklyn 
and we’re in an alternative art space, we’ve 
changed the format of the show and the 
way we tell the story,” said Lonski. 

Instead of using a traditional stage, 
the action will surround the audience, 
turning the 90-minute musical into an 
immersive experience, man.

“We make it outside of the box and 
it’s constantly evolving because we want 
people to watch it that way, so it’s going 
to be half party and half celebration,” 
said Lonski.

And the party will continue after the 

show, with acoustic and New Orleans mu-
sic performances happening in two spaces, 
and a menu of munchies, including pop-
corn, chips, candy and other stoner crav-
ings — although alcohol or other mind-
altering substances are strictly BYOP.

Lonski says the marijuana musical is 
as much about opening people’s minds 
as well as entertaining them, and that 
many report that the show has given them 
newfound respect for 420 and cannabis 
overall.

“We want people to get the experience 
and the spirit of 420 for themselves, and 
the show helps nail that down,” she said. 
“People have come up to me frequently 
and say how the show helped them look 
at the day differently.” 

Read ink

These pictures are coming to life!
Locals will line up this weekend to have images 

from an unusual library tattooed into their flesh. 
The “Make It Last Forever” two-day event, starting 
on April 13 at Pioneer Works in Red Hook, will 
feature flash sheets selected from the “Reanimation 
Library” — a collection of more than 2,000 illus-
trated books chosen for their unique explanatory 
imagery, said the founder of the project.

“The visual information is the primary criteria 
— most people look at them as antiquated or out-
dated. [I look for] diagrammatic or explanatory 
images — explaining how something works, old 
psychology textbooks, urban planning, sports 
books, how to play squash,” said Andrew Bec-
cone, who lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Beccone’s “Reanimation Library,” on display 
through December at Pioneer Books, just a block 
from the gallery space where visitors will re-
ceive their ink, has traveled all around the world. 
It includes many obscure or out-of-print books 
— including the “10th Blue Book of Dolls and 
Values,” “The Magic World of Flower Arrang-
ing,” and “Variety Meats, Veal Dishes, Vegeta-
bles” — and is still growing, he said. 

This weekend, Brooklyn tattoo artist Doreen 
Garner will ink images drawn from those books 
— which include pictures of hands forming sign 
language, a bird’s skeletal system, and an an-
tique telephone, among others — onto pre-regis-
tered guests. Beccone is eager to see who shows 
up for the fully booked event — he imagines it 
will be a mix of bookworms, tattoo lovers, and 
followers of Garner, he said. 

“I have no idea, which kind of makes this 
event exciting — we don’t know who is going 
to show up,” said Beccone. “I’m going to be re-
ally curious to see who shows up.”

Make It Last Forever at Pioneer Works (159 
Pioneer St. between Conover and Van Brunt 
streets in Red Hook, www.reanimationlibrary.
org). April 13–14; noon–6 pm. $150–$200. 

 — Julianne Cuba

A R T

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“The Friend,” by Sigrid Nunez

In Nunez’s seventh novel, the narrator’s mentor 
dies and leaves her with an unexpected burden: 
his mourning Great Dane. 
With this simple premise, 
she launches into a refresh-
ingly readable exploration 
of the tenderness and pain 
inherent in relationships 
of devotion and (perhaps) 
imbalance: owner and pet, 
teacher and student, writer 
and subject, the dead and 
those who survive them. 
Nunez uses a unique style 
of successive vignettes to 
guide the reader through 
the grief of a brilliant woman whose searing 
thoughts drive the story — a writer who can 
quote countless great thinkers on the subject of 
death (or dogs), but who must wait for her own 
understanding of this loss, and this new com-
panion, to become clear. You, too, will learn 
something about yourself by reading Nunez’s 
exceptional work.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick — “Sea of Strangers,” 
by Lang Leav

While reading this collection of poems and 
short prose pieces, all on the subject of love, I 

found myself aching and 
empathizing with Lang 
Leav’s understated, but im-
mensely evocative meta-
phors. I felt the promise of 
love’s vitality, Leav’s an-
guish, and her recovery: 
all in one impactful sit-
ting. There is real power 
behind her succinct, care-
fully precise words, and if 
you wish tho explore the 
vast gamut of love, take a 

dive into this gorgeous sea.
— Eileen Ramos, Word [126 Franklin St. at 

Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“The Overstory,” by Richard Powers

The 12th novel by Richard Powers unfolds in 
seemingly unrelated stories: an air-force pilot 
is shot out of the sky and 
caught in the boughs of a 
Banyan tree; an artist in-
herits a collection of hun-
dreds of photographic por-
traits of a chestnut tree; a 
deaf-mute studying forest 
ecology becomes attuned 
to plant communication. 
Powers weaves these sto-
ries into something resem-
bling a root system, before 
winding them together at 
the trunk of this tree-shaped novel. As erudite 
and ambitious as his previous works, and mas-
terfully written.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

A musical comedy about — hold on. Are you a cop?
The high notes!

Joint 
efforts

Weed all about it! On April 
20, the day that stoners around 
the world celebrate their love 
for marijuana by getting extra 
high, Brooklyn will hold a va-
riety of events that joint en-
thusiasts will be able to blaze 
on by. Here are a few green 
activities for you:

Extrava-ganja
The “performative spectacular” 

immersive show “420: A Ganja-
palooza” expands the holiday into 
April 21, with a two-day celebration 
of dank dancing at the House of Yes. 
At the show, performers will do aer-
ial tricks and dinosaurs will lumber 
about while the audience settles in 
to have its mind blown, while eating 
brownies and others munchies that 
the organizers have prepared. 

“420: A Ganjaapalooza” at House 
of Yes [2 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick, (347) 469–9882, www.
houseofyes.org]. April 20–21 at 7:30 
pm. $20–$30.

Get reel high
Over the last month, fans of Ni-

tehawk Cinema sifted through a 
bracket of 16 stoner films to find 

the one that deserves to screen for 
420, and they have chosen “Dazed 
and Confused.” The ’70s-set com-
ing-of-age comedy, which beat out 
“Half-Baked” and “Up in Smoke,” 
will screen at midnight on April 20 
and 21. And fortunately for those 
with the munchies, Nitehawk has 
an excellent menu of stoner-friendly 

food, including popcorn, queso, and 
tater tots.

“Dazed and Confused” at Nite-
hawk Cinemas [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–8370, www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com]. April 20–21 at 11:45 
pm. $12. 

Friday is high-day
No stoner film is more appropri-

ate to watch on Friday, April 20 than 
the 1995 comedy “Friday,” starring 
Ice Cube and Chris Tucker as drug 
dealers who smoke up their whole 
supply. Each ticket to the screening 
at Videology comes with a glass of 
“Waldos’ Special Ale,” the dank-

est, hoppiest beer ever brewed by 
Lagunitas, with a whopping 11 per-
cent alcohol.

“Friday” at Videology Bar and 
and Cinema [308 Bedford Ave. 
at S. First Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.videologyba-
randcinema.com]. April 20 at 9:30 
pm. $20.

Bing bong: (Pictured left to right) Doobie Dave guides the main character on his quest to find the Mighty High in “420: The Musical.” And producer Laura Lonski, left, leads 
Devyn White, Lia-Shea Tillett, and Madeline Shaffer in a rehearsal for the show’s performance on April 20.
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“420: The Musical” at Unruly Col-
lective (200 Cooper St. between Wil-
son and Central avenues in Bushwick, 
www.420themusical.com). April 20 at 
9 pm. $15 ($10 advance, plus $5 BYOB 
charge).

M U S I CA L

Dino dank: (Pictured clockwise from left) Kae Burke, the organizer of “420: A Ganjapalooza,” takes a break from rehearsing the weed-
centric “performative spectacular.” Nitehawk Cinema in Williamsburg will screen the coming-of-age comedy about stoned high 
school students “Dazed and Confused” on April 20–21. And stoner comedy “Friday” will screen at Videology on Friday, April 20. 
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 13

House of 
brews
You survived the 
workweek, and you 
deserve a drink! So 
visit the Beer Man-
sion in the former 
Williamsburgh Sav-
ings Bank, where 
Brooklyn Brewery will 
host a beer bash with 
tastings from seven 
breweries, as well as 
chocolate stout ice 
cream from Oddfel-
lows, beer cocktails, 
and more! The party 
continues for two 
sessions on Saturday.

6–10 pm at the Weylin 
(175 Broadway at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.brooklynbrewery-
presents.com). $65.

SATURDAY
April 14

Moving art 
Hidden in a backyard 
shed in Williamsburg 
is a new exhibit of 
moving metal sculp-
tures. Alexandra Limp-
ert’s “Reverie” show, 
opening tonight in the 
tiny Holland Tunnel 
Gallery, features fig-
ures complete with 
cranks you can turn to 
open their eyes or flap 
their wings, along with 
immobile iron flowers 
and plants.

6–8 pm at Holland Tunnel 
Gallery (between 61 and 59 
S. Third St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
5738, www.hollandtunnel-
gallery.com]. Free.

MONDAY
April 16

Shop talk
Return to an era of 
analog shopping with 
Michael Lisicky, 
author of “Abraham 
& Straus: It’s Worth a 
Trip from Anywhere,” 
who will discuss the 
hidden history of 
“A&S,” Brooklyn’s 
Downtown shopping 
emporium for more 
than 100 years. 

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 
$5.

WEDNESDAY
April 18

Dean’s list
Comedian Robert 
Dean, who launched 
his stand-up album 
“It’s not Easy Being 
Dean” last week, 
drops by weekly 
show Comedians You 
Should Know tonight. 
Hear him poke fun at 
his prodigious eye-
brows and his Power-
Point skills when he 
performs alongside 
Doug Smith, Joyelle 
Johnson, and others.

9 pm at The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585, thegutter-
brooklyn.com]. $10 ($5 in 
advance).

THURSDAY
April 19

Past de 
deux
Jump into the open-
ing night of “Revision-
ist History,” Brooklyn 
Ballet’s new evening-
length look at the his-
tory of dance, from 
Isadora Duncan’s 1905 
ballet “Chopin 
Dances” to an original 
work-in-progress that 
combines hip-hop and 
ballet dancers. Paall. 
Tonight’s show starts 
with a reception; tick-
ets for the next three 
nights are just $25.

6:30 pm at Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets Downtown, (718) 
640–1843, www.brooklyn-
ballet.org]. $75.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 13
ART, DREAM MACHINE: An immer-

sive, surrealist playground that takes 
attendees through 10 unique rooms 
inspired by our sleep-cycle. Advance 
tickets required. $38. 10 am–9 pm. 
Dream Machine (93 N. Ninth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.showclix.com/event/dream-
machine. 

READING, “POETIC BROOKLYN”: The 
Brooklyn Historical Society opens its 
doors for a Free Friday party, featur-
ing poets, bards, and wordsmiths. 
Free. 5–9 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “A”: In this play, written and 
performed by Taji Senior, 16-year-
old A must confront an antagonistic 
Narrator when her God suddenly 
vanishes. Free. 7 pm. FiveMyles 
[558 St. John’s Place between Clas-
son and Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], www.
fi vemyles.org. 

FILM, PICTURE FARM FILM FESTIVAL: 
An eclectic mix of animation, experi-
mental, and narrative fi lms. $12–$15. 
7 pm. Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. 
at N. 11th Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 460–8000], www.wythehotel.
com. 

READING, “PETROLEUM TRANSFER 
ENGINEER”: Richard Klin reads from 
his novel about a eerie, sprawling 
gas station in South Jersey that is a 
locus for outlaws, bikers, and drunk 
tourists. Free. 7 pm. Unnameable 
Books (600 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights), unname-
ablebooks.blogspot.com. 

THEATER, “THE GINGERBREAD 
LADY”: The Heights Players present 
Neil Simon’s dramatic comedy about 
a cabaret singer returning from 
rehab. $20. 8 pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 237–2752], www.heightsplay-
ers.org. 

MUSIC, ANDY COOK, FOXANNE: 
With Evening Darling and Lowlight. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. Rose Gold 
(96 Morgan Ave. between Johnson 
Avenue and Ingraham Street in 
Bushwick), www.instagram.com/
rosegoldbk. 

COMEDY, KEVIN BACON IS OUR 
GOD: Join the Bacon Disciples in 
an absurdly reverent service that 
combines song, prayer, spontane-
ous testimonials, and special guests. 
$5. 8 pm. Cloud City (85 N. First St. 
between Wythe and Berry streets in 
Williamsburg), cloudcity.nyc. 

SAT, APRIL 14
THEATER, DANIEL TIGER’S NEIGH-

BORHOOD LIVE!: The cartoon 
show comes to life with “King for 
a Day,” in which the little tiger and 
his friends learn what it takes to be 
king. $30–$48. 2 pm and 6:30 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

FAMILY, “THE JUNGLE BOOK”: Pup-
petworks presents a marionette 
adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s 
story of Mowgli, a little boy adopted 
by a family of wolves. With an origi-
nal song score, and costumes and 
sets inspired by the Indian setting. 
$11 ($10 kids). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

EVENT, GIVE VOICE POSTCARD 
PROJECT: Write artist-designed 
postcards to your political represen-
tative. Free. 1–4 pm. Arete Venue 
and Gallery [67 West St., #103, be-
tween Milton and Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (929) 397–0025], www.
aretevenue.com. 

FUND-RAISER, 2018 BADASS TAP 
TAKEOVER: The animal rescue 
group hosts an afternoon of four-
legged fun, with a portion of Blue-
point beer and Tito’s vodka sales 
going to the group. Free. 4–7 pm. 
Canal Bar (270 Third Ave. between 
in Gowanus), www.badassbrooklyn-
animalrescue.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAWRENCE: 

$39–$129. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: $57–$657. 6 pm.

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT OUTTA 

BROOKLYN BOXING: Daniel Ja-
cobs v Maciej Sulecki. $49–$357. 
Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With opening act 

Blackbear. $45–$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Charlie 
Wilson, Kem, Boyz II Men, and 
Joe . $66–$156. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

FESTIVAL: With Bad Bunny, Miky 
Woodz, Liro Shaq, and many 
more. $76–$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: $71–$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–$89. 

7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–$125. 

8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13
RELIGION, JOEL OSTEEN: $tba. 

7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Quiet down: Comedian J.B. 
Smoove will speak up along-
side Adele Givens, Deon 
Cole, and host Martin Law-
rence at Barclays Center on 
April 20.
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T
he king here does keep a hun-
dred knights and squires!

The Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany’s production of “King Lear,” now 
playing at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, does not feature a full 100 cav-
aliers, but it has recruited 20 amateur 
actors from Kings County and nearby 
boroughs to look the part. A dozen 
members of the “community chorus” 
portray knights, vagrants, hunters, and 
other minor parts each night, joining 
the celebrated actors from across the 
pond on the ornate stage of the Har-
vey Theater. One chorus member said 
that joining the London production is 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

“I don’t have any acting experience, 
but I am a musician, so I’m not nervous 
to be in front of a crowd or anything 
like that,” said Seon Gomez, who lives 
in Prospect Heights, and plays a knight. 
“But it wasn’t until I got into the space 
that I really understood the gravity of 
a production like this and how incred-
ible it is to be a part of it.”

The chorus acts alongside com-
pany legends, including Sir Antony 
Sher, who plays the show’s namesake 

ruler, whose pride ultimately drives 
both his kingdom and his family to 
destruction. Gomez said that sharing 
scenes with the star — including an 
initial hunting scene, when the knights 

are on stage with Sher for about 20 
minutes — never gets old.

“It’s surreal for sure — thrilling, 
absolutely,” he said. “Even without 
an audience, it’s amazing to be on 

stage with him. He’s huge, so I’m 
really excited.” 

The chorus members do not have 
speaking roles, but their reactions lend 
weight to the actions of the main char-
acters, said Gomez. And their realis-
tic costumes help to ground the pro-
duction, with the knights outfitted in 
chest plates and leather boots, and 
the vagrants covered in real dirt and 
burlap fabrics. 

One of those minor actors, who 
plays an attendant, said that the show 
has inspired her to move from on-
screen work back to the stage. 

“I haven’t done theater in a couple 
years, it’s been a lot of commercial 
stuff, so being back within a theater 
makes me think, ‘Now I want to do 
this again, and I want to do it often,’ ” 
said Amy Lopatin, who lives in the 
distant borough of Queens. 

Lopatin and Gomez, who hold day-
jobs at the Museum of Natural His-
tory and at a non-profit, respectively, 
were among several hundred locals 
who responded to the casting call, 
and they joined the cast for a week 
of rehearsals before the start of the 
show’s three-week run. The cast was 
instantly receptive to the chorus, de-
spite the short rehearsal period, and 
the part has inspired Gomez to con-
sider additional acting training.

“They’re the friendliest group of peo-
ple — Byron [Mondahl], who plays Os-
wald, made it his mission to learn all of 
our names,” he said. “I might be tempted 
to do an improv class now.”

King Lear at BAM’s Harvey The-
ater (651 Fulton St. at Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, www.bam.org). Play-
ing through April 29. Wed–Sat at 
7:30 pm; Sun at 3 pm. $35–$125.

All the king’s men
Local actors share stage with legend 

Acting king: Members of the community chorus say that acting 
alongside Sir Antony Sher, right, who plays the lead in “King Lear,” 
has been a life-changing experience.
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By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s gone from Sonic Youth 
to sonic middle-aged!

An iconic Gowanus mu-
sic studio that has hosted Sonic 
Youth, Herbie Hancock, and 
the Dresden Dolls will cele-
brate its 35th anniversary this 
month with a concert and re-
cord release party featuring 
some of its most notable lo-
cal punk, industrial, and exper-
imental clients. The owner and 
producer of BC Studio said that 
the show, happening April 20 at 
Saint Vitus Bar in Greenpoint, 
will pay homage to the gritty, 

boundary-pushing sound BC 
studio is known for.

“It’s gonna be heavy and 
noisy,” said Martin Bisi. “A 
certain amount of sonic chaos 
is what the studio has always 
been about.”

The “BC35 record release 
show” actually comes 37 years 
after Bisi first started recording 
music at BC Studio in 1981 — 
all of the music was recorded 
live during a marathon session 
for its 35th anniversary in 2016. 
It has taken him more than a 
year to produce the album and 
get it ready for release, mostly 
because of the sheer volume 
of music recorded during that 

live session — and he is still 
not finished.

“It’s kind of a monster be-
hemoth, this record,” said Bisi. 
“And there’s still a Volume Two 
that’s gonna come out.”

Bisi decided to hold the live 
sessions after getting jumped 
outside the studio in 2015, of-
fering seats to the recording 
sesh to those who helped to 
fund his medical expenses.

The April 20 concert will 
feature a diverse lineup of five 
local bands from the album, 
including Nowhere Near, a 
band that features Bisi on gui-
tar and vocals, and Bob Bert 
from Sonic Youth on drums; 
the industrial drone sounds 
of White Hills; Excop; Tidal 
Channel, and the melodic, over-
driven guitar solos of New Old 
Skull — a revival of ’80s post-
punk group Live Skull. 

Old New Skull’s guitarist 
says that there is still a market 
for the classic New York City 
punk and its offspring that is 

BC Studio’s signature, even as 
indie rock has surpassed it in 
mainstream popularity. 

“I think indie rock got mul-
tifaceted, very melodic and 
about musicianship as it went 
on,” said Mark C. “In noisy 
post-punk, there’s still an edg-
iness. It’s a gut response to 
music, as opposed to trained 
musicianship.”

Bisi believes that his old-
school approach — finding 
clients through word of mouth 
rather than advertising — has 
kept the BC Studio family 
close over the years. 

“It’s very underground and 
has a certain collectivism to 
it,” he said. “It works outside 
the markets, and it’s on the 
cheap side.”

“BC35 Record Release 
show” at Saint Vitus Bar 
(1120 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Clay and Box streets 
in Greenpoint, www.saint-
vitusbar.com). April 20 at 7 
pm. $15 ($12 in advance).

Going on records!
BK studio celebrates 35 years

Record worthy: Music 
producer Martin Bisi will 
present a concert featur-
ing some of BC Studio’s 
most famous local cli-
ents, at Saint Vitus Bar 
on April 20.
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¢¢99991 lb. bag1 lb. bag
Cello Carrots

ORGANIC

EBT

Broccoli Rabe
$$139139

lb.lb.

4/11 7AM -4/16 7PM
SALE STARTS 12 1311 14 15 16

$$1010forfor33Full Line

GREAT DEAL!

Walnuts
$$499499

lb.lb.

GREAT DEAL!

Hass Avocado
$$199199

ea.ea.

ORGANIC

7979¢¢
Gala Apples

lb.lb.

Cauliflower

$$129129
Large HeadLarge Head

Bartlett Pear

¢¢7979lb.lb.

Asparagus
$$139139

lb.lb.

Honeydews
$$299299

ea.ea.

Red Peppers

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

Gold Pineapple

22forfor

$$55

Flour
$$199199

Yogurt

$$149149 $$499499
lb.lb.

Medjool Dates

$$199199
Cream Cheese

K D

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

60-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.87%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

DINING, CHEF’S LAB: Edible 
Brooklyn hosts a dinner se-
ries featuring industry inno-
vators who celebrate local 
sustainability. With Chef 
Alex Raij of Basque restau-
rant Txikito. $95. 5 pm. In-
dustry City (220 36th Street 
between Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

COMEDY, THE COMEDY 
MARATHON: An after-
noon of comedy jogging! 
Comedians will perform 
during a 40-minute jog, with 
a public address system 
being carried by a hustling 
tech person. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Corner of Jefferson Street 
at Evergreen Ave [Corner 
of Jefferson Street at Ev-
ergreen Ave in Bushwick, 
(914) 924–8451], jasonweitz-
man.com. 

COMEDY, KEITH AND THE 
GIRL: A live taping of the 
fast-paced comedy podcast 
hosted by exes Keith Malley 
and Chemda, with guests 
discussing apartment hunt-
ing in Brooklyn. $24. 7 pm. 
Tender Trap (66 Greenpoint 

Ave. between Franklin and 
West streets in Greenpoint), 
store.keithandthegirl.com. 

DANCE, “I AM TANGO”: 
More than two dozen danc-
ers present the evolution of 
the tango over time. $32. 8 
pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-

ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

SUN, APRIL 15
MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 

SLOPE: A gala concert to 
benefi t Concerts on the 
Slope. Includes a wine and 
hors d’oeuvre reception 
with the musicians follow-
ing the program. $40 ($25 
students). 3 pm. St. John’s 
Episcopal Church [139 St. 
John’s Pl. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3928]. 

MUSIC, THE DICHTER PROJ-
ECT — HEINRICH HEINE: 
In the second installment of 
its newest series, Brooklyn 
Art Song Society explores 
the poetry of Heinrich 
Heine, with works by Liszt, 
Schubert, and Schumann. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 

Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

FILM, “INCALL”: In this queer 
slasher fi lm, a young mas-
seur and a seductive cat 
burglar begin killing mas-
sage clients for profi t. $10. 8 
pm. Film Noir Cinema [122 
Meserole Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–5773]. 

MON, APRIL 16
MUSIC, HAYDN CREATION 

ORATORIO: Performed 
by an international choir 
and a full orchestra. $20. 
7 pm. First Presbyterian 
Church (124 Henry St. be-
tween Clark and Pierrepoint 
streets in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.fpcbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, TOMI: The Brooklyn 
singer-songwriter performs 

her catchy new single 
“What Kind of Love” and 
other tunes from her recent 
EP. With opening act Pop-
pies. $10. 9 pm. Elsewhere 
(599 Johnson Ave. at Varick 
Avenue in Bushwick), www.
elsewherebrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Free (donations 
appreciated). 10:30 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

TUES, APRIL 17
TALK, “PICTURE JUSTICE” 

EXHIBIT: High school stu-
dents share photos and 
stories about the undocu-
mented experience in New 
York City. Free. 6–8 pm. (1 
Grand Army Plaza at Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights), www.proof.org. 

MUSIC, “BROOKLYN WON’T 
BACK DOWN”: A tribute to 
Tom Petty by the Terrapin 
Family Band and Midnight 
North. $20 ($17 in advance). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

WED, APRIL 18
ART, IMAGEDRINK!: Meet 

new faces and break the ice 
with drawing games. Ticket 
includes one drink and 
drawing supplies. $12. 6 pm. 
Berg’n [899 Bergen St. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
(347) 735–9620], www.imag-
ethink.net. 

MUSIC, THE GLASS STATE: 
The band plays songs from 
its debut album. Free. 7:30 
pm. Hank’s Saloon [46 Third 
Ave. at Atlantic Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 625–
8003], www.exitfi ve.com/
hankssaloon. 

THURS, APRIL 19
FILM, LITTLE CINEMA SE-

CRET SHOW: The immer-
sive fi lm series teams up a 
classic album with a classic 
fi lm, adds a 12-piece band, 
circus, and aerial perform-
ers. $28–$50. 6:30 pm and 
8:30 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

ART, “HOME FRONT” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of six artists 
whose work explores acts of 
strength and resistance by 
women in times of social or 
political upheaval. Free. 7–9 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

DANCE, “FITTING ROOMS”: 
A new work by choreog-
rapher Denisa Musilova, 
based on Lacan’s mirror 
theory, looks a questions of 
identity and relationships. 
$22 ($18 in advance). 8 pm. 

Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

COMEDY, PUNCH! COMEDY 
HOUR: A comedic happy 
hour featuring Clark Jones, 
Venessa V Lince, and Freddy 
Sheffi eld. $10 ($7 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Amarachi [189 
Bridge St. between Nas-
sau and Concord streets in 
Downtown, (443) 240–3591], 
www.amarachi325.com. 

FRI, APRIL 20
ART, “PARK SLOPE ART” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of oil paintings, 
watercolors, prints, illustra-
tions, collages, ceramics, 
sculptures, and photo-
graphs from 19 members 
of the Park Slope-Windsor 
Terrace Artist group. Free. 
5–7 pm. Ossam Gallery 
[300 Seventh St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (917) 974–9119], 
www.artspswt.com. 

MUSIC, PENGUIN PRISON: 
With opening acts Mating 
Ritual and Prom. $22. 9 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 

COMEDY, VAPE NIGHT WITH 
DANK FIRES: Comedy 
show “Cool Show (Not 
Lame)” celebrates 420 with 
a weed-themed variety 
show featuring Irene Mer-
row, Joe Rumrill, Danny 
Vega, and more. Free. 9:30 
pm. Legion Bar [790 Met-
ropolitan Ave. at Humboldt 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3797], www.legion-bar.
com. 

SAT, APRIL 21
TOUR, WALKING TOUR OF 

THE EVERGREENS CEM-
ETERY: Explore the winding 
paths of historic Evergreens 
Cemetery on a two-hour 
walking tour led by James 
Henry, including a trip in-
side the Receiving Vault. 
$5. 11 am. The Evergreens 
Cemetery [1629 Bushwick 
Ave. at Conway Street in 
Bushwick, (785) 979–3834], 
www.theevergreenscem-
etery.com. 

MUSIC, BOURBON EXPRESS: 
$8. 8 pm. Hank’s Saloon 
[46 Third Ave. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
625–8003], www.exitfi ve.
com/hankssaloon. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Kitties and tigers and birds, oh my!: Daniel just 
can’t wait to be king in “Daniel Tiger’s Neighbor-
hood Live,” which brings the cartoon to life for two 
musical performances at Kings Theatre on April 14.
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Will your child be 5 by 
December 31, 2018?

Seats are available 
for 2018–19 

in the Catholic academies and parish 
schools in Queens and Brooklyn

To fi nd a school, visit 
www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/schools/fi nd-a-school

Tuition Assistance Available. Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org
Children of all faiths are welcome

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Their concerted effort paid 
off!

Preservationists cheered city 
officials on Tuesday after they 
took the first step towards sav-
ing a pair of ancient Carroll 
Gardens buildings that neigh-
bors, pols, and activist-musi-
cian Joan Baez demanded not 
face the wrecking ball due to 
their shared history of serving 
educators and ministers.

Members of the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion voted to “calendar” a to-be-
determined public hearing on 
the protection of  an old school-
house-turned-church and its 
neighboring residential com-
plex at 236 and 238 President 
Streets , where Baez’s grandfa-
ther once preached and lived, 
kicking off the sites’ formal 
landmarking process to the de-
light of locals who called on the 
agency to step in ahead of a de-
veloper’s suspected destruction 
of the former classrooms.

“These two beautiful build-
ings represent part of the rich 
cultural fabric of our beloved 
neighborhood,” said Jim Pro-
tos, who owns and lives in 238 
President St. “We are thrilled 

VOICES HEARD
LPC kicks off landmarking process for 
former school championed by Joan Baez

that the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission has heard the 
many supporters who have 
voiced their desire to pre-
serve them.”   

A commission rep said its 
decision to calendar the sites 
means the agency now can re-
view all applications that Man-

hattan-based builder Avo Con-
struction files for its makeover 
of the 1867 schoolhouse, known 
centuries ago as the Hans S. 
Christian Memorial Kinder-
garten, before making any fi-
nal decision to designate it or 
its neighbor as a landmark — 
including a request to bulldoze 

the structure, which Avo big-
wigs have yet to file with the 
Department of Buildings.

The developer, whose rep 
did not respond to requests for 
comment, has not submitted 
any construction permits, city 
records show.

The commission’s vote 
followed a March rally where 
activists — equipped with a 
Baez-penned letter demand-
ing the structures’ protection 
— called on the city to save the 
old kindergarten that later be-
came Brooklyn’s first Spanish-
language house of worship, the 
First Methodist Episcopal con-
gregation, and its neighbor built 
in 1853, both of which sit blocks 
outside the protected Carroll 
Gardens Historic District es-
tablished in 1973. The iconic 
folk singer’s impassioned plea 
to save the buildings went on to 
inspire others, including former 
Brooklyn Paper editor Gersh 
Kuntzman,  who shared a ballad 
he wrote about the saga in the 
performer’s style on Brooklyn 
Paper Radio  and below. 

And the city preservation-
ists ultimately agreed that the 
structures’ design and purpose 
warranted their closer consider-
ation, according to a rep. 

“Their interconnected his-
tory as an ensemble associated 
with education and social wel-
fare also made them culturally 
significant to Carroll Gardens, 
and Brooklyn,” said a Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion spokeswoman.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission on Tues-
day voted to set a public hearing on this historic 
President Street building’s possible designation as 
a city landmark after locals and Joan Baez demand-
ed its protection.
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ON THE RADIO:

It’s something to sing about!
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Joan Baez is fighting to 
save a historic Carroll Gar-
dens home — and her cru-
sade has inspired our own in-
house bard!

Renowned Brooklyn 
journalist Gersh Kuntzman 
dropped by Brooklyn Paper 
Radio this week to say he 
was so moved by  The Brook-
lyn Paper’s recent coverage  
of the folk singer’s crusade 
to save the former Hans S. 
Christian Memorial Kin-
dergarten that he wrote his 
own folk song — “The House 

in Carroll Gardens.”
“It’s based on ‘The House 

of the Rising Sun,’ ” Kuntz-
man told Brooklyn Paper Ra-
dio host Vince DiMiceli dur-
ing a segment on this week’s 
show.

“Yeah, I figured that out, 
Gersh,” DiMiceli said.

And here it is, folks, “The 
House in Carroll Gardens” (to 
the tune of “House of the Ris-
ing Sun”), by Gersh Kuntz-
man.

There is a house in South 
Brooklyn

That Joan Baez would save

It was a school for little 
kids

That the new owner would 
pave.

The Baez family lived 
nearby

Two generations ago
Now, she wants to save it.
From a company named 

Avo.

It was a kindergarten
Built before 1898
They’ll tear it down for 

fancy condos
Seventy feet at legal 

zoning rate.

It’s filled with hand-made 
details

Back when men built 
things with pride.

But now developers will 
destroy it all.

Set Joan’s concerns aside.

Yes there is a house in 
South Brooklyn

A neighborhood treasure.
They’ll tear it down and 

build some crap.
Of that you can be sure.

Brooklyn Paper radio is re-
corded and podcast live on 
Tuesday afternoons.
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Things aren’t the way 
they’re supposed to 
be…

I think that, all the time, 
about little things and big. And 
then I catch myself. 

“Supposed to be?” Accord-
ing to whom? And why? 

Trusting in the natural flow 
of things, that things are what 
they are because that is the 
only way they can be, is a life-
time practice, and I need to 
remind myself and my fam-
ily of this all the time.

Sometimes I feel alone in 
the struggle, like I’m the only 
one for whom things don’t 
seem to be going “right.” And 
then I get outside of my own 
muddled mind and speak to 
another human. (Any human 
will do, since we’re all in this 
thing together.) Just the slight-
est scratch at that seemingly 
strong coat of armor, and I 
can usually find the vulner-
able spots. 

I don’t disarm people on 
purpose. It comes to me nat-
urally — and can be a serious 
liability. I don’t mean to say 
the exact thing that exposes a 

stranger’s greatest weakness 
and worry. But there it is. Turns 
out it isn’t at all hard to relate 
over life’s many challenges and 
disappointments. 

The thing is, I’m really 
tired of the sad-sack story. 
Cry me a river. Get over it! 
Look around! The world is 
beautiful and you’re lucky!

And, I know. It seems to 
some of you that I don’t have 
a leg to stand on, that it is 
easy for me to say given that 
I have a lot. But I have to put 
my hand up to shush you. Not 
just because my son has read 
your comments and gotten up-
set on my behalf at how rude 
people can be. But also be-
cause that’s bull. 

It is so, so easy to point 
at why other people should 
be content in life. But, be-
lieve me, plenty of people 
with plenty of resources are 
some of the most miserable 
sots. A friend who grew up in 
a war zone used to just shake 
his head in shock as we sat in 
a Park Slope café, amazed at 
the lack of perspective people 
had about their lives. 

But what I said to him, and 
what I say to myself, and to 
my kids, is that everyone has 
their crap. And it is very hard 
to know what you don’t know, 
or to put things in context, 
as much as we are supposed 
to try. There it is again, sup-
posed to. 

No matter our circum-
stances, rich or poor, black 
or white, Christian, Jew, Mus-
lim or whatever your belief 
system, it doesn’t serve us 
to spend our time thinking 
how things are supposed to 
be different when what we 
really need to start with is 
how things are. I had a Chi-
nese food fortune up on my 
fridge for a long time that said, 
“How do you think you’ll be 
happy with more, if you’re not 
happy with what you have?” 

It makes some strange sense, 
although it is often hard to 
think about things that way. 
We need help.

On my recent trip to Cal-
ifornia to visit my sister and 
her husband, I met some re-
ally inspirational people, some 
folks who have set up shop 
to pass along some beauti-
ful cultural rituals that help 
build personal and commu-
nal harmony. One gentleman, 
in the small blink-and-you’ll-
miss-it town of Farmington, 
Calif., population 206, works 
in his back studio with his 
one good arm to create beau-
tiful Native American instru-
ments, including animal-skin 
drums and shakers, as well as 
jewelry, wall hangings, and 
other spiritual art. He goes 
to schools and pow-wows 

with his incredible can-do 
attitude and his beautiful 
simple rhythms, which he 
demonstrated for our small 
group alongside his lovely 
assistant.

In Half-Moon Bay, a beau-
tiful beach town with a castle-
like Ritz Carlton on the top 
of the cliff and an RV Park 
in the shadows of it below, a 
lovely man from Nepal gave us 
a demo of various drums that 
he sold amidst the incense, 
jewels, and books intended 
to bring spiritual calm and a 
sense of peace. He gave me 
and my sister beautiful intri-
cately beaded pens for free 
for our enthusiasm (and our 
other purchases).

I believe in these rituals 
of peace and calm, this mu-
sic and mental clarity that 
can clear away all the “sup-
posed-tos” in favor of a be-
lief in a harmony that each 
one of us has a hand in with 
our attitudes. Things are as 
they are, as they’re supposed 
to be, good or bad.

It is how we react to them 
that matters most. 

Not the way it’s supposed to be
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This bank can no longer re-
ceive change!

The columned Dime Sav-
ings Bank at the Brooklyn foot 
of the Williamsburg Bridge is 
a new city landmark, mem-
bers of the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission recently 
declared.  

The old financial institu-
tion’s March 27 designation 
as an individual landmark 
— meaning agency approval 
is now required for most reno-
vations to the building — came 
amid a planned makeover of 
the site by the developers that 
bought it along with other 
nearby properties from for-

mer owner Dime Community 
Bank in  2016  and  2017 .

The builders — who advo-
cated for the designation dur-
ing the commission’s public-re-
view process, according to an 
agency rep — will transform 
the onetime Havemeyer Street 
money lender into a new re-
tail hub next door to a 23-story 
tower they’re erecting nearby 
on S. Fifth Street, paying hom-
age to the early 20th-century 
bank’s commercial roots, ac-
cording to one man involved 
in the project.

“This is a fitting tribute to 
the building’s history as a pillar 
of the historic financial center 
that was South Williamsburg,” 
said Sam Charney, a bigwig 
at Queens-based firm Char-

ney Construction and Devel-
opment, which is spearheading 
the scheme along with Tavros 
Capital Partners.

Changes to the 1908 build-
ing as part of its transforma-
tion will include replacing its 
current Indiana-limestone fa-
cade with a white terra cotta, 
which will not compromise its 
architectural character or neo-
Classical style, according to 
the commission.

And its neighboring high-
rise — which Charney said 
may connect to the renovated 
bank — will contain 178 apart-
ments, roughly 50 of which will 
be below-market-rate, in addi-
tion to office space, exercise 
facilities, a reading room and 
library, bike storage, a health-

Ten-penny savior
LPC landmarks W’burg Dime Savings 
Bank amid owners’ planned makeover

care center, and 300 parking 
spots within its lowest two 
underground floors, city re-
cords show.

The developers are halfway 

through laying the foundation 
for the tower, and expect to 
finish constructing the whole 
project, called “the Dime,” next 
spring.

Builders are transforming the recently landmarked 
Dime Savings Bank of Williamsburg into a retail hub 
adjacent to their in-progress 23-story tower.
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 FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

This is the deal we give our moms

20% OFF**

THE SALE 
PRICE 

SAVE THE 
TAX† FRI-SUN

ONLY!  +

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM
0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will 
be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a 
non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **Friends & Family Discount: Save 20% off  the purchase price of select mattresses, accessories, 
foundations and adjustable bases. Savings applied to listed sale price. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Cannot be combined with any rebate off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies 
last at participating locations only. See store for complete details. †Save the Tax:  Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with 
state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. *†Instant Rebate: Instant Rebate of $500 on select Beautyrest Black Memory Foam 
with BlackIce™ models. Rebate good towards mattress purchase. This off er excludes clearance products. Cannot be combined with certain off ers including Friends & Family Discount off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating locations only. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection 
may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while 
supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. MF28_NYC_ROP_4.13_COMMUNITY

Plush Mattress

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Cushion Firm Mattress

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Memory Foam Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Instant Manufacturer’s Rebate*†

$500 OFF
WHILE SUPPLIES LASTPlush Mattress

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Luxury Firm Mattress

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 
QUEEN MATTRESS NOW

$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1499
SALE $119920

+ SAVE 20%
NOW $95936

Pillow Top 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1099
SALE $87920

+ SAVE 20%
NOW $70336

Welcome to the family. Pay no interest until 2023*.


