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Your World  — Your News

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This policy has gone to pot.
The district attorney’s office contin-

ues to prosecute the majority of low-
level weed-possession cases despite its 
pledge to stop trying petty pot disputes 
in 2014, and most defendants are peo-
ple of color, according to a public de-
fender who called the so-called progres-
sive policy a failure.

“If the stated goal was to stop ar-
rests, or stop prosecuting the majority 
of marijuana offenses, it failed,” said 
Scott Hechinger, a senior attorney and 
policy director at legal-advocacy group 
Brooklyn Defender Services.

Former District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son told voters he wouldn’t prosecute 
Kings County stoners caught with 25 
grams or less of the illicit herb amid his 

2013 election campaign 
against then-incumbent 
Charles Hynes, stating 
the drug laws dispropor-
tionately affected people 
of color while at the same 
time bogging down the 
court system with cases 
that typically ended with 
“adjournment in contem-
plation of dismissal,” a 
ruling that lets defen-
dants walk away with 
clean records as long as 
they stay out of trouble 
for a few months.

But the policy Thomp-
son went on to institute 
before he died in office in 2014, which 
his successor District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez continues to enforce, isn’t a blan-
ket pardon for everyone caught with a 

little wacky tobaccy. 
The late prosecutor 

saddled the policy with 
several exceptions, al-
lowing the office to 
pursue charges against 
individuals found with 
minimal amounts of 
Mary Jane if the case in-
volves a search warrant 
or if the defendant has 
prior arrests or criminal 
convictions; is smoking 
in public; is over 18; or 
has an open warrant.

And as a result, Gon-
zalez prosecuted 82 per-
cent of all small-time 

possession charges in 2016, accord-
ing to Hechinger, who said the dis-
trict attorney pursued most of those 
cases as punishment for unrelated 

crimes, not pot possession.
“If we’re just talking about mari-

juana, it shouldn’t matter what a per-
son’s record is,” the lawyer said. “All 
that should matter is that they’re getting 
caught for smoking a substance that’s 
legalized in multiple states, and which 
the national consensus is that it should 
be legalized.”

But the legal eagle’s argument ignores 
the fact that weed-related arrests are way 
down as a direct result of Thompson’s 
policy, according to a spokesman for 
Gonzalez, who said that figure plum-
meted from 12,000 in 2013 to 3,000 last 
year, liberating thousands of smokers 
of color in that time.

“When the DA’s office boldly imple-
mented a new policy to decline prosecu-
tion of most marijuana-possession cases 
in 2014, the arrest numbers significantly 
declined as a result, and the NYPD then 

followed our lead, dramatically changing 
the way such cases are handled across 
the city,” said Oren Yaniv. “Marijuana 
arrests in Brooklyn dropped by about 75 
percent … successfully diverting tens of 
thousands of people, mostly from poor 
communities of color, away from the 
criminal justice system.”

And for the most part, those offend-
ers cops continue to cuff fall within the 
policy’s exemptions, such as smoking 
pot on the street — a quality-of-life is-
sue Gonzalez isn’t willing to ignore, 
Yaniv said.

“The majority of currently prosecuted 
cases don’t result in criminal convictions 
and fall outside the policy as they in-
volve smoking in public and other ex-
ceptions,” he said.

Black and Hispanic Brooklynites, 
however, represent a disproportionate 
amount of those still punished under 

Thompson’s drug policy, which largely 
spares White smokers, according to data 
from advocacy organization the Drug 
Policy Alliance.

In 2016, 32 percent of White defen-
dants’ cases were dropped, the data 
shows, compared to 18.4 percent of 
Hispanics’ and 14.9 percent of Blacks’ 
— a difference that has remained rela-
tively consistent since the late district 
attorney instituted the policy in the sum-
mer of 2014, according to a Drug Pol-
icy Alliance member.

“Blacks and Hispanics are less likely 
to have their cases dropped,” said Chris-
topher Alexander. “The percentage that a 
certain racial group gets offered to drop 
the case is along racial lines.”

And although the district attorney 
dropped more petty marijuana cases 
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s not your grandma’s Ma-
cy’s.

A luxury skyscraper will rise on 
the site of the department store’s 
old  graffiti-covered  parking ga-
rage on Hoyt Street in America’s 
Downtown, according to the de-
veloper that  bought the lot along 
with part of the retailer’s storied 
Fulton Street building in 2015 .

Builder Tishman Speyer is 
shelling out roughly $690 million 
to erect the 51-story high-rise at 11 
Hoyt St., which will boast 480 for-
sale condominiums along with new 
retail space that will bring even 
more business to the already bus-
tling commercial district, a com-
pany bigwig said.

“11 Hoyt is destined to become 
Downtown’s most desirable new 
address,” said Rob Speyer. “The 
combination of 11 Hoyt’s world-
class design, unmatched amenity 
space, and convenient, highly cov-
eted location make this develop-
ment truly one-of- a-kind.”

The announcement of the tower 

between Fulton and Livingston 
streets — the height of which falls 
within current zoning laws, so only 
standard city permits are needed 
to start work — came amid Tish-
man Speyer’s $270-million rede-
velopment of the old shopping cen-
ter itself, which includes a major 
transformation of the two historic 
buildings that house the store’s 
floors full of clothing racks.

As part of that project, the 
builder tore down the four-story 
1870s-era cast-iron building on 
Fulton Street adjoined with the 
next-door nine-story Art Deco 
tower built in 1930 that together 
were the former home of the be-
loved  Abraham and Straus  — 
which occupied the real estate un-
til Macy’s set up shop there in the 
early ’90s — and is in the process 
of building a new 14-story tower on 
the site of the older structure.

The four bottom floors of the 
high-rise will connect to the four 
lowest floors of its neighbor, pre-
serving the retail footprint of Ma-
cy’s, according to a rep for the 
developer, who said workers will 
reinstall the old 1870 property’s 
cast-iron facade on the outside of 
the tower taking its place. 

The top ten floors of the new 
building, dubbed The Wheeler, 
will contain office space — some 
of which will connect to the up-
per floors of its 1930 neighbor — 
which Tishman Speyer executives 
hope tenants will start occupying 
as soon as next year. And roughly 
$100 million from the builder’s 
deal with Macy’s funded in-the-
works cosmetic enhancements 
at the retailer, including a reno-
vated street entrance, refreshed 
restrooms, and new escalators 
and elevators. But the develop-
er’s spokesman coudn’t say how 
the store’s  ornate antique eleva-
tor doors  will be incorporated in 
the makeover, and a rep for Ma-
cy’s did not respond to request 
for comment.

SHOP TALK
Developer erecting 51-story condo tower 
Downtown on site of old Macy’s garage

More amenities inside the 
condo-filled tower Tishman Speyer 
is building across the street will 
be announced soon, according to 
its rep, but documents filed with 
the Department of Buildings show 
plans for a private dining room, 
children’s area, lounge, game 

room, pool, and parking. 
The builder — the same firm 

that owns and runs Rockefeller 
Center on the distant isle of Man-
hattan — expects to start selling 
the units inside 11 Hoyt St., which 
include studios and one-to-four-
bedroom apartments, this summer, 

ahead of the planned 2020 move-
in date for its first residents.

And the more than 500-foot 
building isn’t the tallest tower in 
the works in the area. Another de-
veloper is moving forward with its 
plan to construct a  73-story high-
rise above the landmarked Dime 

Savings Bank  on nearby Flatbush 
Avenue Extension, and over in 
Boerum Hill, a separate builder 
is now pushing its  80 Flatbush proj-
ect that includes a 74-story com-
plex  through the city’s lengthy re-
zoning-approval process before it 
breaks ground.

Developer Tishman Speyer is planning to build a 51-story luxury condo tower on Hoyt Street where the old Macy’s parking 
garage once stood.
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Changing
Brooklyn

Reefer badness: Does DA’s pot policy fall short?

LEAVES OF 
GRASS
POT IN BROOKLYN

See POT  on page 12

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

We’re making great head-
lines!

The Brooklyn Paper took 
home the top prize for head-
line writing during the New 
York Press Association’s an-
nual weekend-long conference 
and award ceremony in Al-
bany.

Stacked up against com-
petition from 156 newspa-
pers across the Empire State, 
judges cited The Paper’s brain 
trust — including Editor-in-
Chief Vince DiMiceli, Dep-
uty Editor Anthony Rotunno, 
and Art Director Leah Mitch 
— for its ability to draw read-
ers into stories with stimulat-
ing wordplay throughout ev-
ery edition.

“Punchy, descriptive, on-
point headlines show a lot of 
thought and creativity,” they 

wrote. “Even headlines that 
weren’t featured were crafted 
well. Excellent job.”

Headlines taking the hon-
ors included a front pager 

Paper honored for headlines

That’s our line!
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Local officials’ are pushing to bring Amazon’s second world headquarters — and thousands of workers — to Brook-lyn, but some say not everyone is go-ing to save on the deal, including those living on the cheap in Sunset Park and Williamsburg. 
“It would definitely put upward pres-sure on the housing market and make things less affordable,” said Jakub Nowak, a broker with Marcus and Millichap.  Borough President Adams and Brook-lyn Chamber of Commerce executives started courting the online market-place  last week after its honchos an-nounced they are accepting proposals for a $5-billion new home base that will house 50,000 workers.

Housing prices in Seattle, the home of Amazon’s original headquarters, have risen faster than anywhere else in the country since the company opened there, according to a Seattle Times  report . Adams named Sunset Park and Wil-liamsburg as possible locations for the business. Both nabes boast huge office spaces, including Industry City and the Brooklyn Army Terminal in the for-mer, and the latter’s in-construction  25 Kent complex .
But activists in largely minority, work-ing-class Sunset Park say its residents are already battling gentrification as  de-velopers propose erecting hundreds of swanky new apartments and townhouses in the nabe , and bringing in a headquar-ters for the online juggernaut would only drive housing prices up.

“These types of tech companies have 

AMAZON PRIMED Offi cials’ push for HQ here, but some fear it could price out locals

Borough President Adams and other officials are pushing to bring a second world headquarters of Amazon to Brooklyn, and the beep named Sunset Park — where the tech giant already operates a distri-bution center in Third Avenue’s Liberty View Industrial Plaza — as a possible location.
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an impact on local markets including residential and commercial real estate, both of which are in extremely precar-ious state as it is in Sunset Park,” said Ryan Chavez, infrastructure coordina-tor for neighborhood environmental ad-vocacy group Uprose.
And commercial rents also jumped in Seattle following the debut of Ama-zon’s hub for highly paid corporate em-ployees, pushing out many mom-and-pop shops — a forced evacuation that is also happening in Brooklyn as real-es-tate costs skyrocket to prices that only big chains can afford. 

Companies that will employ area res-idents with green jobs should be courted 

instead, Chavez said, because they will provide the type of work the blue-collar neighborhood needs to thrive.“When we’re talking about the in-dustrial zone we believe it ought to be used for green industries and manufac-turing, which serve the city’s climate-adaptation needs and provide working-class jobs to the local community,” he said. “We don’t see the second Am-azon headquarters as doing either of those things.”
National chains such as  Saks Fifth Av-enue  and  Bed, Bath, and Beyond  recently opened in Sunset Park, and Amazon would bring even more big-box business — and the type of resident it attracts — to the 

nabe at a time when it needs room to breathe, according to Chavez.“A development of this nature would directly undermine a very fragile indus-trial market locally,” he said.But Adams said he is not convinced that the workspace would jeopardize af-fordability in the borough, noting there are protections such as land-use rules to keep housing affordable.“It’s not something I’m concerned with in bringing in Amazon,” he said. “The borough is not going to become a place that is unaffordable because Am-azon is here, it will do that if we don’t do our jobs to make sure tenants are protected.”
Chavez, however, said the spike in Se-attle real estate’s value that followed the opening of Amazon’s home base there is reason enough to suspect prices in Kings County would soar, too.       “There is simply no end to the empiri-cal evidence, both quantitative and qual-itative, that demonstrates the mind-blow-ing impact that Amazon headquarters has had on affordability in Seattle,” he said. “To downplay the risk of similar impacts in a working class community of color like Sunset Park is just surreal.”A Brooklyn world headquarters would further expand the online marketplace’s huge footprint in New York City, where it already owns  distribution centers at Sunset Park’s Liberty View Industrial Plaza  and in Manhattan,  a book store on the distant island , and  a planned Staten Island warehouse .

Amazon is accepting pitches for second home base locations until Oct. 19.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Kings County’s oldest enclave has a sister in the Corn Belt! A small Iowa town shares many of its street names with Brooklyn Heights, puzzling locals who were shocked to discover there’s a grass-ier version of their brownstone-lined nabe on the prairie. 
“It’s astounding, it’s more than just a coincidence,” said Brooklyn Heights resident Michael Towers, whose college roommate told him of the connection after uncovering it while researching the ancestry of his father, who was born in the Midwestern community.

Dunlap, Iowa — which is northwest of Des Moines — is charted with Clinton, Montague, Jerolemon, Court, Remsen and Pierrepont streets, six stretches also found in tony Brooklyn Heights. 
Hawkeye State officials plat-ted the burg in 1867 and incorpo-rated it in 1871, well after Brook-lyn Heights evolved into a booming nabe with hundreds of houses. The reason for the like-named streets remains a mystery, but a borough history buff guessed it probably has to do with a Kings Countian settling out west.

“My first reaction was there’s 

Heights in the heartland!Addresses in a small Iowa town might seem awfully familiar

DUNLAP, IOWA: Clinton, Montague, “Jerolemon,” Court, Remsen and “Pierepont” — sensing a pattern here?
some person from Brooklyn who moved there, or was connected to a business there,” said Julie Golia, a historian for the Brooklyn His-

torical Society. “It wouldn’t have been crazy for some person who was possibly involved in the rail-road business to move out there 

and have a big influence on the nature of the town.” 
A glance at Dunlap’s history books revealed the town’s first pi-oneers migrated from Connecti-cut. A couple of its notable resi-dents hailed from New York, too, but no evidence connects the bor-ough of Kings to Iowa. 

Golia, however, is sure that the town’s settlers took the names from Brooklyn because the monikers are very specific to its past.“The thing that’s unusual is a lot of the notable names in Brooklyn Heights are Dutch names. There’s a really rich Dutch history in Brooklyn, and in New York, so it’s enormously unlikely they were thinking about Remsen in 1867 in Dunlap, Iowa,” she said.
In fact, Joralemon Street in the Heights was spelled “Jerolemon Street” around the time heart-land town was born, according to Brooklyn Eagle  archives .The historian also floated the theory that Dunlap’s founders admired Henry Ward Beecher, a popular abolitionist and preacher at Brooklyn Heights’ Plymouth Church, and named their roads after streets in the clergyman’s neighborhood to honor him. Do-ing so would not be unheard of, according to Golia, especially be-

Brooklyn Heights, Brooklyn Enclave Dunlap, IowaBrooklyn Paper Hometown paper Dunlap ReporterCadman Plaza West Longest street Iowa Avenue
LH Express from 

Lassen and Hennings
Best meaty sandwich Pork Tenderloin from 

Dairy Sweet
Zero Gas stations TwoLower Manhattan, the Statue of Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge

View Prairie
The Brooklyn Dodgers celebrated their 1955 World Series victory at its swanky Bossert Hotel, which is now being refurbished

Fun fact Third-generation resident Vernie Webber delivered locals’ Sunday-morning papers from his plane in the 1950s

Brooklyn Heights vs. Dunlap
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cause Beecher was known to seek recognition.  
“He was a nationally known figure and a celebrity at the time,” she said. “He was also very good at self promotion.” 
Dunlap’s head of government didn’t know why some of its roads 

share their names with those in the Heights either — although Io-wans pronounce Montague Street “Mon-tag,” he said — but was also amazed by the discovery. 
“I think it’s neat,” said Mayor Jason Knickman, who also works as a deputy for the county sher-

iff. “Obviously there’s got to be some sort of connection.”
Aside from the like-named streets, Knickman’s municipality boasts two bars, two mini-marts, a dam, a pond for fishing, a public swimming pool and youth sports 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about being put out to pasture!
Prospect Park officials laid off the meadow’s  seasonal staff of weed-munching goats  earlier this month, and honchos are not yet sure if they’ll have the means to bring the beloved bleaters back for a third time next year, accord-ing to a green-space rep.

“We have a lot of places in the park that have invasive plants, but we don’t have anything funded, so it’s not clear whether they’ll be coming back,” said Christian Zimmerman, vice president of capital and landscape manage-ment for the Prospect Park Alli-ance, a private group that tends the lawn in collaboration with the city.
In May, meadow caretakers 

hired four cloven-footed labor-ers from an upstate farm to clear unwanted weeds including poi-son ivy from the Vale of Cash-mere and Lookout Hill. 
And now the park’s two-legged employees are planting seeds there as part of a feder-ally funded, woodland-restoration project on the land manicured by the grass gobblers, which toiled diligently, according to an alli-

Not getting our goats
Prospect Park’s popular weed-eaters leaving the meadow and facing an uncertain future

ance spokeswoman.
“They’re very wonderful work-ers,” said Lucy Gardner.
The horned landscapers also participated in a United States Forest Service study during their time in Brooklyn’s Back-yard, which gathered data on their effectiveness by monitor-ing their progress on Lookout Hill. Previously, all evidence of the animals’ workplace produc-tivity was anecdotal, according to Zimmerman. 

“People have been using goats for a long time, but all the evidence is anecdotal,” he said. “There hasn’t been any data, and we’d like to be able to quantify it.”This year’s goats followed a  herd of eight contracted by the al-liance in 2016 , which was brought in to eat away undesirable vegeta-

tion that sprouted in the vale after 2012’s superstorm Sandy.
But the weed munchers may have eaten themselves out of their next job, according to Zimmer-man, who said that while there may be more work to do at Look-out Hill, meadow honchos won’t know whether new growth will justify the goats’ return until April 2018.

And some park employees are already pining for their one-time coworkers.
“Of course I miss them,” Gard-ner said. “They’re valued col-leagues of mine.”

Prospect Park honchos recently gave the pink slip to four goats they brought in earlier this year to clear unwanted vegetation from the meadow, and are not sure whether the beloved bleaters will return for a third consecutive year.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He survived numbers one and two, making number three a breeze!A daredevil activist who famously swam the Gowanus Canal and New-

town Creek pulled another maritime stunt on Sept. 21, paddling through the East River from Greenpoint to Brook-lyn Bridge Park to raise awareness for the global refugee crisis. And the water, 

The water’s fi ne?
Christopher Swain paddled down the East River from Greenpoint to Brooklyn Bridge Park to raise awareness for the refugee crisis.
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See SWIM  on page 3

See IOWA  on page 11

See WIN  on page 12

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

These green thumbs are see-
ing red!

A group of local gardeners 
turned their proverbial pitch-
forks toward a developer after the 
builder ditched a meeting about 
how a massive skyscraper in its 
planned Boerum Hill megadevel-
opment will reduce the amount 
of sunlight their growing patch 
receives.

Members of the Brooklyn 
Bears’ Rockwell Garden bounded 
by Rockwell Place and Flatbush 
and Lafayette avenues invited a 
rep for Alloy Development to the 
April 14 session to discuss how 
their meadow will be affected by 
the real-estate firm’s 80 Flatbush 
project —  a controversial scheme  
containing residential, commer-
cial, cultural, and classroom spaces 

spread out across five buildings, 
including new 74- and 38-story 
towers that are set to rise diago-
nally across from the garden on a 
lot bordered by Flatbush and Third 
avenues and State and Schermer-
horn streets.  

But the builder — which over 
the past year sent staffers to meet 
with more than 100 local pols, in-
dividuals, and organizations about 
its plans — abruptly revoked its 
initial pledge to sit down with 
the growers after word of the get 
together spread, according to a 
green thumb.   

“They were annoyed we sent 
out an announcement that we were 
having a meeting,” said Ron Janoff. 
“But our feeling was it should be 
public.”

The gardeners claim the taller 
of the two high-rises will destroy 
their soil-filled sanctuary by block-

Growing divide
Builder skips meeting with 
gardeners about 80 Flatbush

Members of the Brooklyn Bears’ Rockwell Garden argue the massive towers proposed for 
80 Flatbush will block the sun and destroy their growing patch.
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ing out natural light its flowers 
and vegetables need to survive, 
another veteran grower said.

“It’s going to take away sun-
light,” said Kate Reilly. “It will 
turn the garden into a dark corri-
dor where people kind of scram-
ble looking for light.”

The developer’s draft envi-
ronmental-impact statement — a 
study on how the project will affect 

the surrounding area, if built — 
shows that, in spring and fall, shad-
ows cast by 80 Flatbush’s build-
ings would pass over the green 
space from approximately 11:20 
am to 2:30 pm, leaving its flora 
with just a four-to-six-hour win-
dow to soak up sunshine, which 
“would significantly impact the 
health of these species,” accord-
ing to the report.

In late spring and the dead of 
summer, the garden would get be-
tween five and nine hours of tasty 
rays, according to the study, which 
shows that, in early summer, the 
entire patch would get more than 
five hours of direct sunlight, with 
some areas receiving more than 
nine hours.

The Rockwell Garden — which 
See GARDEN  on page 6
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Celebrate Earth Day—Every Day at Next Level Burger!

© 2018 NEXT LEVEL BURGER COMPANY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

292 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN • INSIDE WHOLE FOODS 365

NEXTLEVELBURGER.COM

Wor d
to your mother

Eating 100% PLANT-BASED AWESOMENESS FOR JUST  

ONE DAY CAN SAVE 1,500 GALLONS OF WATER  

 From the book Eat for the Planet: Saving the World One Bite at a Time. Learn more at eftp.co
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HELLO CROWN HEIGHTS!

CARVER BANK HAS  
A BRAND NEW LOOK.
Visit our new state-of-the-art branch:
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Urgent Care is now open. ����� 
Now DUMBO really has it all.

If you need medical care right away, we’re here for you and your family. Just walk in 

to our new DUMBO Urgent Care Center to see a Mount Sinai Health System doctor 

for everything from playground falls to cooking mishaps. We also have locations in 

Brooklyn Heights and throughout Manhattan.

For life-threatening medical issues, call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room.     

Mount Sinai Doctors Urgent Care 

110 York Street, at Jay Street 
  
Monday - Friday: 8:30 - 8:30 
Saturday - Sunday: 9:00 - 5:00 
Holidays 9:00 - 3:00  

No appointment needed. 

718-395-7178 
mountsinai.org/ucdumbo 

 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Windsor Terrace man 
burned himself to death in 
Prospect Park early on April 
14, leaving behind charred re-
mains that horrified passersby 
who started the day with a stroll 
in the green space.

Paramedics pronounced Da-
vid Buckel, 60, dead when they 
found his body on the ground 
not far from a footpath near the 
park entrance at 10th Avenue 
and Prospect Park Southwest, 
after responding to a 911 call 
reporting a man on fire “roll-
ing around in the grass” around 
6:30 am, according to photogra-
pher Mark Mellone, who heard 
the call on a police scanner and 
rushed to the scene.

Parts of Buckel’s body con-
tinued to burn for almost an 
hour as emergency responders 
attempted to shield the corpse 
from park-goers’ view with a 
white sheet, according to Mel-
lone, who said he spent the 
morning warning visitors of 
the grizzly sight when he wasn’t 
snapping shots of it.

Police discovered a suicide 
note in a manila folder stashed 
inside a grocery cart near the 
deceased’s body, which cops 
found just a few blocks away 
from his Prospect Park South-
west home, authorities said.

Buckel described his deci-
sion to take his life as a pro-
test against humanity’s destruc-
tion of the environment in the 
note, which he also e-mailed 
to publications including the 
New York Times before set-
ting himself ablaze, accord-
ing to a Times report.

“Pollution ravages our 
planet,” he wrote. “Most hu-
mans now breathe air made 
unhealthy by fossil fuels, and 

W’Terrace man was known for his legal-advocacy work

Fiery suicide in Pros. Park

many die early deaths — my 
early death by fossil fuel re-
flects what we are doing to 
ourselves.”

Buckel also compared his 
self-immolation to similar sui-
cides by Tibetan activists who 
ignited themselves in flame in 
protest of the region’s occupa-
tion by China, according to a 
New York Daily News report 
on the incident.

“Many have chosen to give 
a life based on the view that no 
other action can most mean-

ingfully address the harm they 
see,” his note read.

The deceased gained recog-
nition for his work as a civil-
rights attorney and champion 
of LGBTQ causes at national-
advocacy organization Lambda 
Legal, where he once spear-
headed its marriage-equal-
ity initiative, according to the 
group’s acting director, who 
described Buckel’s death as 
“heartbreaking.”  

“This is a tremendous loss 
for the entire movement for 
social justice,” Camilla Tay-
lor said in a statement.

Buckel’s work for Lambda 
Legal’s Marriage Project in-
cluded presenting arguments 
that in 2006 led the New Jersey 
Supreme Court to rule same-
sex couples seeking marriage in 
the state deserve the same rights 

as their opposite-sex counter-
parts, Taylor said.

And before that, the attor-
ney in 1999 successfully sued 
a Nebraska county sheriff for 
failing to protect a transgender 
man raped and murdered there 
years earlier, whose death in-
spired the Academy Award–
winning film “Boys Don’t Cry,” 
according to a Gay City News 
report.

Buckel rededicated him-
self to conservation in recent 
years, joining the ranks of a lo-
cal farm in nearby Red Hook 
where he “elevated community 
composting to an exquisite art 
form,” according to a leader 
at the growing operation, who 
heralded the deceased’s “life of 
service” in a statement mourn-
ing his death.

(Above) Cops surveyed the scene where David 
Buckel (left) — who championed gay rights as the 
director of the Lambda Legal Marriage Project — 
burned himself alive inside Prospect Park.
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By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the feel-good event of the 
season — for teenagers!

Leaders at a Bedford-
Stuyvesant hospital and a lo-
cal health-insurance provider 

are inviting teens to an infor-
mation-packed fair on April 21 
where they can receive medi-
cal tips and advice.

The free Metro Plus Teen 
Health Fair at Woodhull Hos-
pital will feature games, arts 

and crafts, and health and den-
tal screenings for teenage mem-
bers of Metro Plus, according 
to Chacko, who said attendees 
younger than 18 who want to 
receive certain medical screen-
ings should bring a parent.

RSVP for the Metro Plus 
Teen Health Fair at Wood-
hull Hospital by calling (212) 
908–3739 or e-mailing Re-
kha Chacko at chackore@
metroplus.org. April 21 10 
am–4 pm. Free.

Health fair for teens this weekend
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pair of snakes tossed cof-
fee at a guy and hit him with 
a belt on Schermerhorn Street 
on April 9, police said. 

The 46-year-old victim told 
authorities he was walking his 
dog near Smith Street around 
2:30 pm when two punks be-
hind him asked him to move 
his dog, and he told them to 
walk around. 

One of the jerks started 
arguing with the victim and 

then threw his coffee on him 
and hit the man with his belt 
on his right arm, according 
to cops, who said the curs 
then fled.

Phony charges
A baddie stole a woman’s 

wallet and charged her credit 
cards on Flatbush Avenue on 
April 13, police said. 

The victim told officers 
she hopped off the 5 train 
near Nevins Street to meet a 
friend around 4:15 pm when 
she realized her Fossil wal-
let containing her license and 
three credit cards was miss-

Fiends attack dog-walker with coffee, belt 
ing from her pocket. 

The woman’s bank then 
told her some malefactor 
racked up $320 in charges at 
a store on Flatbush Avenue, 
according to authorities.

Lost and found
A jerk stole a guy’s dropped 

wallet on Willoughby Street 
on April 13, cops said. 

The 20-year-old victim told 
police he dropped his wallet 
containing his identification 
card and debit card near Law-
rence Street around 10 pm, 
and some punk picked it up 
and tried to use his plastic.

Four on one 
Four curs threatened a teen 

with a knife and stole his wal-
let on Navy Street on April 
9, police said. 

The 19-year-old victim told 
authorities he was walking 
near Nassau and Concord 
streets around 9 pm when 
the four nogoodniks came 
up to him from behind and 
pulled out a knife. 

The villains made the vic-
tim empty his pockets and ran 
off with his wallet contain-
ing a health-insurance card, 
identification card, and credit 
card, officials said.  

Swipe and go
A malefactor swiped a 

woman’s wallet from her bag 
while inside a Court Street 
clothing store on April 13, 
officials said. 

The 40-year-old woman 
told police she was inside the 
boutique near Remsen Street 
around 9 am when the baddie 
grabbed her wallet contain-
ing her credit cards, driver’s 
licence, MetroCard, and job-
identification card from her 
bag and ran out of the build-
ing towards the Borough Hall 
subway station at Court and 
Montague streets. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bad customer 
A sneak stole a woman’s 

phone and credit cards while 
she was working at a Classon 
Avenue restaurant on April 
14, cops said. 

The woman put her iPhone 
8 with two credit cards in-
side its case on the waitress 
station while working inside 
the eatery near Greene Ave-
nue around 2 pm. But when 
she went to retrieve it at 3:30 
pm, her phone was gone, au-
thorities said. 

Left and looted
Some punk swiped a wom-

an’s wallet from her bag she 

lost on Fulton Street on April 
11, police said. 

The 45-year-old victim 
told cops she lost her bag two 
blocks from her home near 
Vanderbilt Avenue around 
3:10 pm, and when she went 
back to look for it, the purse 
was there, but her personal 
checkbook, company check-
book, $600, insurance form, 
and debit card were missing 
from it, officers said.

Sneaking in 
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they said broke into an Em-
erson Place apartment on 
April 13.

The 40-year-old suspect 
wedged a crowbar into the 
door frame of the apartment 
near Myrtle Avenue around 
4 am, forcing it open to get 
inside, police said. 

What an a------
A baddie tried to break 

into an elderly woman’s Wil-
loughby Avenue apartment on 
April 11, cops said.

The sneak drilled a hole 
into the door to the 88-year-old 
woman’s apartment between 
Emerson Place and Hall Street 
sometime between 9:30 am 

and 4:30 pm, police said. 

Saucy scoundrel 
Cops cuffed a guy for hurl-

ing a jar of pasta sauce at a 
man on Saint Edwards Street 
on April 15. 

The suspect and the vic-
tim got into an argument be-
tween Park and Myrtle ave-
nues around 6:30 pm when 
the suspect chucked a glass 
jar of Ragu sauce and hit the 
victim’s noggin, according to 
a report. — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Car crook
A disgruntled car-ser-

vice passenger threatened his 
driver and then drove off with 
the man’s vehicle after he fled 
it fearing for his life on Plaza 
Street East on April 3.

The victim told police 
his passenger was growing 
increasingly irate as they 
neared his destination at 5:35 
am, screaming at the driver 
for failing to heed his direc-
tions.

Eventually the passenger 
shouted “I’m gonna beat your 
a--,” and the chauffeur decided 
to leap from the car near Flat-
bush Avenue, telling cops he 
thought it might diffuse the 
situation.

Instead, his passenger sur-
prised him by hopping into 
the driver’s seat, pulling a U 

turn, and peeling off with the 
victim’s 2015 Toyota Camry, 
authorities said.

Police found the car about 
a mile away near a Flatbush 
Avenue bus stop, with no 
property stolen, according 
to a report.

Crime stinks
Cops cuffed two women for 

allegedly stealing thousands 
of dollars worth of perfume 
from a Flatbush Avenue lin-
gerie store on April 5.

The worker told police 
the suspects nabbed 47 bot-
tles of perfume from the store 
near Flatbush Avenue at 6:53 
pm, before breezing past the 
registers with their ill-gotten 
musk.

Off range
A thief stole electronics 

from a man’s car parked on 
Berkeley Street on March 
31.

The victim told cops he 
left a pair of binoculars, sun-
glasses, and two range find-
ers inside his vehicle between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 
6:30 pm, and returned the fol-
lowing morning to find his 
array of surveillance equip-
ment stolen.

Wheel crime
A bandit rode off with a 

man’s bike he left on Third 
Avenue on April 5.

The victim told officers 
he left his ride unlocked near 
Third Street at 5:20 pm, and 
returned about five minutes 
later to find it gone.

Not too bright
A woman was arrested for 

allegedly nabbing hundreds of 
dollars worth of scented can-
dles and body cream from a 
Flatbush Avenue home-goods 
store on April 3.

An employee told police 
the suspect grabbed three 
scented candles, body cream, 
and lotions from the store near 
Atlantic Avenue, before at-
tempting to smuggle them 
past the register.

She was busted later that 
day on charges of petit lar-
ceny, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Dirty thief
A sneak stole soap from 

a Court Street pharmacy on 
April 15. 

An employee told cops that 
a man walked into the store 
between First and Second 
places at 8:50 pm and took 
Dove body wash.

Stealing beauty
Police arrested a woman 

who they said stole beauty 
products from a pharmacy on 
Smith Street on April 15. 

An employee told officers 
the woman entered the store 
between Union and Presi-
dent streets at 12:55 pm and 
took a Revlon hair clip, lo-
tion, lipstick, and other items 
from the shelves. Store secu-
rity stopped the woman until 
police came, cops said.

Police said they arrested 
the Brownsville woman and 
that she was charged with 
petty larceny. 

Bye, cycle
A thief rode off with a 

woman’s bike on Warren 
Street sometime overnight 
on April 11.

The victim said she left her 
Yuba Boda bicycle locked out-
side her house between Clin-
ton and Henry streets at 7 pm. 
But when she returned at 7:40 
am the next day, she noticed 
her two-wheeler and its lock 
were missing.

— Adam Lucente

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Phone a friend 
A baddie broke a food de-

liveryman’s phone screen and 
then punched him in the head 
on 86th Street on April 11. 

The victim told cops he 
was delivering food between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues just 
after midnight, when the brute 
approached and asked if he 
could borrow his cellphone. 
When the victim refused, the 
nogoodnik followed him into 
the building, pushed his shoul-
ders, threw the phone to the 
ground, and punched the vic-
tim in the side of the head as he 
was bending down to pick up 
the device, officers said. 

Home invasion
A robber broke into a 

68th Street home on April 
10 and stole $15,000, as-
sorted credit and debit cards, 
Rolex watches, and a Chanel 
purse. 

Police say the victims lef 
the home between Eighth and 
Ninth avenues around 7 am. 
When one of them returned 
home later that day, she no-
ticed damage to the wood 
door frame and clothes strewn 
about the apartment, accord-
ing to the report.  

Nabbed her bag 
A good-for-nothing stole 

a 67th Street resident’s purse 
and used her credit card to 
make $685 worth of purchases 
on April 13.

The woman, who lives be-
tween Fort Hamilton Park-
way and 10th Avenue, told 
cops she realized her bag 
containing her MetroCard, 
driver’s license, insurance 
and social-security cards, 
and credit card was missing 
when she returned home from 
riding in an Uber Pool around 
12:30 am.

Pistol whipped
Police arrested a man who 

they said hit another man in 
the face with a gun an stole 
his wallet on Fifth Avenue on 
April 14. 

The victim told cops he 
was on 86th Street just after 
10:15 pm when the suspect 
struck him in the face with 
the firearm and then with his 
fist before stealing his wal-
let and fleeing the scene with 
his accomplices.

The victim sustained a 
small laceration and abrasions 
to his face, officers said. 

Face time 
A lout struck a man in 

the face on Fifth Avenue on 
April 15. 

The assault occurred be-
tween 87th and 88th streets 
just after 1:30 am, and left 
the victim with small lacer-
ations to his mouth and nose, 
and redness to his right eye, 
cops said.

— Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It was local-crime fight-
ing at its finest.

Police cuffed a man who 
tried to rob a Court Street 
bubble-tea shop using a fake 
firearm on Monday after a 
good Samaritan reported 
the suspect to a Brooklyn 
Heights patrolman, author-
ities said.

The arrest underscores 
the value of the city’s com-
munity-policing program 
that fosters closer relation-
ships between New York’s 
Finest and residents, be-
cause it shows how locals 
trust cops ingrained in their 
neighborhoods, according 
to a veteran officer who was 
not on the scene when the 
incident occurred.

“A lot of neighborhood 
people know us,  which 
creates a better relation-
ship with the Police De-
partment, because we get 
first-hand knowledge” 
said Thomas Ruggiero, a 
neighborhood-coordina-
tion officer with the 84th 
Precinct.

The passerby called an-
other neighborhood-coor-
dination officer with the 
precinct around 12:10 pm 
after spotting the 59-year-
old suspect near Atlantic 
Avenue and Court Street, 
and the cop — who was 
off-duty at the time — then 
alerted the station house’s 
anti-crime team, which 
dispatched a four-person 
squad to investigate.

The four officers in 
plainclothes followed the 
suspect towards the tea 
shop between Schermer-
horn and State streets, ac-
cording to officials, who 
said the suspect pulled a 
black mask over his face 
before marching into the 
store and demanding an 
employee stuff cash in an 
empty knapsack.  

The cops then rushed in 
and confronted the man, 
who brandished a black ob-
ject in his right hand that po-
lice said looked like a hand-
gun, but later discovered to 
be a glue gun disguised by 
black tape after the boys 
in blue cuffed him in the 
shop’s bathroom.

Cops nab robber 
after local’s tip
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  

from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.

Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

MON. APR. 23rd

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. APR. 25th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. APR. 26th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

Will your child be 5 by 
December 31, 2018?

Seats are available 
for 2018–19 

in the Catholic academies and parish 
schools in Queens and Brooklyn

To fi nd a school, visit 
www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/schools/fi nd-a-school

Tuition Assistance Available. Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org
Children of all faiths are welcome

Let your child take fl ight in a 
faith-based, caring environment

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about cradle to 
grave!

Bigwigs at a local ceme-
tery offer parents-only stroller 
tours of the burial ground that 
are tailored to new moms and 
dads dying to leave the nurs-
ery, according to one mama 
who has walked among the 
tombstones.

“They’re looking for some-
thing to do outside,” said Park 
Sloper Susan Fox. “You can go 
to a park and sit there, or go to 
the cemetery — which is like 
an outdoor museum.”

Fox, the manager of the 
Park Slope Parents Associa-
tion online-networking group, 
worked with leaders at Green-
Wood Cemetery to develop the 
45-minute walking excursions 
through its sculpture- and head-
stone-dotted campus so that 
parents who want to stroll its 
bucolic grounds with their bun-
dles of joy can do so without 
using the graveyard’s shuttle 
buses — which are not stroll-
er-friendly, she said.

Interested wanderers must 
first register with Fox’s net-
working group before ventur-
ing out on any tour, the next of 
which is on April 24. And all of 
the treks unfold at a steady clip 
in order to keep their youngest 
participants happy, according 
to a guide.

“I learned to keep it mov-
ing,” said James Henry, who 
works for Green-Wood. “Do-
ing a hike first gives the kids 

Strolling in the graves
Cemetery hosts walking tours for new moms and dads

Green-Wood Cemetery hosts stroller tours for new moms and dads.
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a chance to sleep.”
The itinerary includes 

several animal attractions, 
including visits to the cem-
etery’s koi pond, another on-
site pond where a massive tur-
tle named Godzilla swims, and 
the grave of a permanent canine 
resident, Fanie, who was buried 
with full funerary rights back 
in the 1800s, Henry said.

And the tour showcases the 
final resting places of some no-
table human occupants of the 
graveyard, too, including the 
man who invented the soda 
fountain, John Matthews, ac-
cording to the guide.

Fox pitched the tours to 

Green-Wood chiefs after de-
veloping her own love for the 
19th-century necropolis — a 
place she’s adored for some 
time, but learned isn’t every 
parent’s go-to destination when 
she suggested her now-teenage 
daughter’s first-grade class take 
its field trip there.

“I got pushback from peo-
ple saying, ‘Kids won’t like 
that,’ ” she said.

But the excursions already 
changed some parents’ feelings 
toward the graveyard, accord-
ing to another Park Slope mom 
who took one and said the burial 
ground is now one of her favor-
ite spots in the borough.

“Through Susan I discov-
ered you can go and visit his-
tory at Green-Wood,” said 
Carla Weiss.

Fox’s parent group is work-
ing with Green-Wood officials 
to arrange other family-oriented 
events, too, including scavenger 
hunts for kids, and lectures on 
death for adults — where moms 
and dads can learn how to help 
their tots embrace the concept 
of mortality, she said.

Parents interested in join-
ing a future tour must first 
register with the Park Slope 
Parents Association at www.
parkslopeparents.clubex-
press.com.

ON THE RADIO:

‘Comedians You Should Know’
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a show you should 
know!

Journalists and comedians 
working in Brooklyn have more 
in common with each other than 
just riding the G train, it was 
learned this week on Brook-
lyn Paper Radio, when hosts 

and journalists Vince DiMiceli 
and Anthony Rotunno sat down 
with “Comedians You Should 
Know” producers David Drake 
and Mike Lebovitz.

“Writing a funny, catchy 
headline is like writing a great 
joke,” Drake, who has been fea-
tured on Sirius XM’s Raw Dog 
Comedy, said. “You always 

looking for that twist.”
And when done correctly, 

there’s a name for it.
“We call it ‘Short bursts of 

genius,’ ” DiMiceli said. 
The four traded some jokes, 

too — but you’ll have to tune 
in to hear those.

“Comedians You Should 
Know” at the Spare Room in-

side the Gutter (200 N. 14th 
St. between Wythe and Berry 
streets in Greenpoint, www.
cysknyc.com). Performances 
on Wednesdays. Doors open 
at 8:30 pm, show starts at 9 pm. 
$5 online, $10 at the door.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday afternoon.
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SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
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FREE
Premium Channels!
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is generally open to the pub-
lic on weekends from April 
through October each year, 
before closing for the win-
ter months — currently gets 
about eight-to-10 hours of 
light, according to Janoff, 
who said any less would pre-
vent its stewards from grow-
ing some of the peppers, to-
matoes, peach trees, and 
other herbs and plants that 
now thrive there.

“It would completely 
change what could be grow-
ing,” he said. “Nobody likes a 
garden that’s in shade.”

But before Alloy can build 
80 Flatbush’s towers, the city 
must first green light the build-
er’s application to upzone the 
development site and nearly 
triple its allowable “floor-area 
ratio” — a measurement that 
determines how high a struc-
ture can be relative to the size 
of the land it is on — to 18 
from 6.5, which is currently 
making its way through the 
lengthy Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure.

If the application is denied, 
however, Alloy instead will 
erect a development that falls 
within current zoning regula-
tions and includes one 400-
foot high-rise containing only 
market-rate housing and re-

tail space, according to rep 
James Yolles, who said that 
other amenities including so-
called affordable housing and 
two new schools would be 
scrapped from the plan. 

Yolles denied accusations 
that Alloy backed out of the 
meeting with the gardeners, 
claiming the get-together sim-
ply did not work out, and that 
company bigwigs are trying 
to set a new time and place to 
discuss the rezoning process 

with the green thumbs.
“We look forward to work-

ing with the Rockwell Bears 
to better understand the issue, 
and find potential solutions 
that work for all parties,” he 
said. “We are optimistic that 
headway can be made.”

But Reilly and other grow-
ers still insist the meeting be 
public so that their concerns 
about the project are expressed 
in an open forum — and not 
behind closed doors.

“They wanted us to go to 
their location, and did not 
want to have it in an area that 
we had some sort of control 

over,” she said. “Their concern 
is that we are trying to make 
a political statement with this 
meeting, and maybe they’re 
right, but shouldn’t we?”

Community Board 2’s Land 
Use Committee cast its advi-
sory vote on the rezoning ap-
plication for 80 Flatbush after 
this newspaper went to press 
on Wednesday,  then kicked it 
to Borough President Adams, 
who will host a public hearing 
on the proposal on April 30, 
ahead of the request’s review 
by the City Planning Commis-
sion, Council, and ultimately 
Mayor DeBlasio.

Continued from page 1

GARDEN...

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This land ain’t their land 
— for long.

The city moved one step 
closer to bulldozing the an-
cient Gowanus Station build-
ing after Council on April 11 
approved use of eminent do-
main to seize its Butler Street 
lot and neighboring land to 
make way for two subterra-
nean sewage tanks the Feds’ 
require for their cleanup of 
the Gowanus Canal.

Local activists began 
fighting the plan to acquire 
the privately owned plot and 
its neighbor on Nevins Street 
as locations for the four- and 
eight-million-gallon tanks that 
will hold raw waste and storm 
water shortly after officials 
kicked off the lengthy Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure to authorize eminent 
domain — which means the 
land owners have to sell, but 
receive a market-rate price.

Some impassioned Gow-
anusites recently went so far 
as to hold a candlelight vigil 
for the Station House on April 
10, pleading that it should be 
spared from the wrecking ball 
because it is architecturally 
and historically significant af-
ter the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission chose not 
to designate it for preserva-
tion last year. 

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency officials leading 
the canal’s cleanse, however, 
are still deciding whether or 

Council okays use of eminent domain 
to seize plots as part of canal cleanup

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s Backyard is 
bulking up!

Prospect Park’s stewards 
will build a free al fresco fit-
ness center in the meadow’s 
Parade Grounds, allowing lo-
cals to get fit on the city’s dime, 
according to the Ditmas Park 
lawmaker who allocated tax-
payer funds towards construct-
ing the facility. 

“Providing free resources 
that make physical fitness ac-
cessible to the public is essential 
to the well-being of our com-
munity, and the addition of 
an adult-fitness area is an im-
portant step in that process,” 
said Councilman Mathieu Eu-
gene, whose pledge of $750,000 
funded the project entirely.

Leaders of the Prospect Park 
Alliance — the conservancy 
that oversees the green space 
in conjunction with the city — 
will manage the project, which 
will bring 12 pieces of outdoor 
exercise equipment including 
pull-up bars, concrete step-up 
blocks, and a balance beam to 
the meadow by next spring, ac-

cording to Justine Heilner, the 
alliance’s senior landscape ar-
chitect. 

Some of the equipment will 
be handicap-accessible, accord-
ing to Heilner, who said the fit-
ness center will also feature 
a space for open-air classes 
equipped with a small, raised 
platform where yoga and other 
instructors can give a variety 
of lessons.

“The idea is to have a mix 
of traditional equipment, while 
keeping in mind that a lot of 
people are using body-based fit-
ness to work out these days,” she 
said. “We wanted to make op-
portunities for that as well.”

Eugene’s cash will also be 
used to purchase special cool-
ing machines not found in any 
other park across the five bor-
oughs, Heilner said. The tech-
nology, which will be installed 
near the Parade Grounds’ soc-
cer fields, functions on a timer 
that allows it to regularly spray 
a watery mist park-goers can 
refresh themselves in before it 
evaporates into thin air, leaving 
no groundwater behind.

And alliance leaders hope 

Sweat spot
Outdoor fi tness center 
coming to Prospect Park

New devices that cool the air with bursts of a watery 
mist will be installed as part of the project.
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the cooling system’s Prospect 
Park test run will inspire big-
wigs at the city’s Department 
of Parks and Recreation to roll 
it out at other green spaces, ac-
cording to Heilner.

“They’re used a lot in the 
south, where it’s hotter, but 
we’re the first ones to try it in 
New York City,” said Heilner. 
“I think the Parks Department 
is really interested to see how 
it works.” 

What’s left of the fund-
ing will go towards other mi-
nor renovations in the green 
space’s Parade Grounds, in-
cluding repairs to the volley-
ball court — which are already 
underway — as well as install-
ing benches near the basketball 
courts, fixing drainage issues 
at the baseball field nearest Pa-
rade Place, and planting a few 
trees, according to an alliance 
spokeswoman.

Gowanus grab

not to spare the structure from 
demolition — a trump card 
they can pull because the 
land it sits on would be part 
of the federally managed Su-
perfund site, according to an 
agency bigwig in charge of 
the scrub.

But others applauded Coun-
cil’s vote, since seizing the 
land for the sewage-storage 
tanks could keep Gowanus’s 
beloved Double D swimming 
hole from closing for the en-
tirety of what some expect to 

be a decade-long cleanup, af-
ter the Feds initially suggested 
using ground beneath the pool 
in Thomas Greene Playground 
— which also must be purged 
of chemicals in the project — 
as the site of the cisterns.  

“We are again in support 
of the solution that saves the 
park, which is an incredibly 
important community re-
source for the thousands of 
residents that live north of the 
canal,” said Andrea Parker, the 
executive director of water-
way-advocacy group the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy.

All members of the city’s 
legislative body voted “aye” 
on the land-seizure proposal, 
except for Councilmen Brad 

Lander (D–Gowanus), whose 
district encompasses part of 
the canal but wasn’t there to 
cast his ballot, and Kalman 
Yeger (D–Midwood), who 
voted “nay.”

Parker and some other lo-
cals are still urging the city to 
at least save the 1913 struc-
ture’s facade, and transform 
the property above where offi-
cials intend to bury the tanks 
into a community space that 
tells visitors the history of the 
canal, she said.

“The building is gor-
geous, it definitely speaks 
to a really important part of 
the neighborhood,” Parker 
said. “It wouldn’t just be a 
piece of infrastructure — it 
would serve the larger needs 
of the neighborhood.”

But the use of eminent do-
main is not yet set in stone 
— Mayor DeBlasio must first 
sign off on the proposal, and 
the city still could strike a pri-
vate deal with the landown-
ers to buy the Butler and Nev-
ins street parcels out right, 
Parker said.

And if the city doesn’t ac-
quire the land by 2020, the 
Feds will move forward with 
their original plan to install 
the cisterns in the Double 
D’s grave.

Officials resorting to emi-
nent domain has stirred con-
troversy in the past — more 
than a decade ago, the state-
led Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation seized 
a massive swath of land in 
Prospect Heights to make way 
for developer Bruce Ratner’s 
massive Atlantic Yards proj-
ect, which polarizes locals to 
this day.

Reps for the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
— the city agency in charge 
of the acquisition — did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment.

Cleaning the
Gowanus

Council on April 11 voted to approve the use of emi-
nent domain to seize the Gowanus Station’s Butler 
Street lot and a neighboring parcel for the site of 
two underground sewage-storage tanks required 
for the federal cleanup of the Gowanus Canal.
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T
hey’ll leave their glasses on!

Sexy supervillains and sultry 
science-fiction creatures will 

shimmy onto a Coney Island stage 
as part of a nerdy, three-day burlesque 
festival starting on April 27. This is 
the fourth year of the Nerdlesque Fes-
tival, but its first year in the borough 
of Kings. Staging the event at Coney 
Island USA celebrates the resurgence 
of the nerdy neighborhood after years 
of post-Hurricane Sandy cleanup, said 
the event’s executive producer.

“I was visiting Coney Island with a 
friend last summer, and I cried on top 
of the Wonder Wheel because Coney 
Island is back — it was so exciting to 
see,” said Lefty Lucy, who won the ti-
tle of “Miss Coney Island” in 2010 and 
2011 and called the community home 
before she moved to New Orleans. “It 
occurred to me that this would be the 
perfect place for the festival, because 
Coney Island has been the backbone 
of neo- and nerdy burlesque for the 
past 30 years — and it has a special 
place in my heart.” 

During the shows on Friday and 
Saturday night, some of the strip-
tease queens will take on characters 
that might not seem obviously sexy, 
said Lucy, who plans to perform while 
cross-undressed as Batman villain the 
Riddler. For instance, she is looking 
forward to watching Seattle’s Trixie 
Paprika portray the know-it-all Hermi-
one from the “Harry Potter” books, and 
seeing Oakland’s Boysinberry Cup-
cake play an Ewok from “Return of 
the Jedi,” she said.

“Both of those acts are really per-
fect nerdlesque acts — they’re really 

strong characterizations, and the mu-
sic choices are fun,” she said. “My fa-
vorite thing is to take something that 
you wouldn’t think is sexy and have 
fun with it. What it demonstrates is 
that what we’re told is sexy and what 
is sexy are different — what is sexy 
is having confidence and fun and en-
joying your life.”

In addition to the performances, the 
weekend will feature networking ses-
sions, critiques, and classes for aspir-
ing stage queens, including a “wiggle 
workshop and workout” and a class 
on fully embodying your character — 
the latter taught by Park Slope bur-
lesque legend Nasty Canasta, who 
wants performers to make their por-
trayals unique. 

“My biggest criteria for nerdlesque 
is that people are actually adding some-
thing to the character — a lot of what I 
try to do with my own performance and 
encourage in performers I work with 
is to go beyond the obvious, ‘I dressed 
like the character and took off the cos-
tume,’ ” said Canasta, who will also 
host the Saturday night show. “How do 
you make this your own thing?”

Lucy said the event is a great gath-
ering for performers who want to fly 
their freak flags together.

“As burlesque grows, it’s harder to 
be a community, and the best thing 
we can do is create the community 
that we want,” she said. 

This band keeps it moving!
A Brooklyn band known for its high-energy live 

shows will launch its latest album with a release 
party at C’Mon Everybody in Crown Heights on 
April 27. Karikatura, a six-piece that draws on 
punk, reggae, and Afro-Cuban music, worked 
hard to capture the spirit of its dance-ready con-
certs on its second album. But “Ghost Light” is 
not a document of the 
group’s stage perfor-
mance, said guitarist 
Dima Kay (pictured 
right) — in fact, it is the 
other way around. 

“We’re very active 
onstage,” said Kay. 
“We do a lot of im-
provisation, and a lot 
of that is reacting to 
the audience.”

But there is no audi-
ence in the recording studio, so the band sought 
to conjure that vibe in other ways. That meant 
creating the songs in the studio, maintaining 
spontaneity, said Kay.

“We used to be a band that played live and on 
the road, and then re-created that in the studio,” 
Kay says. “Now we’re more focused on songwrit-
ing; we use the studio as a creative outlet.”

The heavy-gigging band also took some time 
off of the road so that they could focus on the 
music, said Kay. 

“We really reflected on all the traveling we’d 
done, and that allowed us to focus on the emo-

tions and feelings in the songs,” 
he said.

The new method of creation 
meant that once the sessions 
were done, the band members 
had to learn how to play the 
songs live. A three-minute song 
might become a 10-minute song 

live, as the band members inter-
act with the audience. Kay says that 
the evolving music keeps things ex-
citing for band and audience.

“The songs never stop chang-
ing,” he said. 

And the band will keep moving 
forward even as it looks towards 
its third album, said the guitarist 
and bandleader.

“I don’t even know what the next 
record’s going to be like,” Kay ad-
mitted. “Our main thing is that we 
don’t want to ever make the same 
album again and again.”

Karikatura record release 
party at C’mon Everybody 

(325 Franklin Ave. between 
Clifton Place and Greene Avenue 

in Crown Heights, www.cmoneverybody.
com). April 27 at 8 pm. $12 ($10 in advance).
 — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
his group has some fancy 
footwork!

One of the country’s 
largest African-American 
dance troupes will return to the 
County of Kings next weekend, 
clapping and stomping across 
the stage of the Kumble The-
ater in Brooklyn’s Downtown. 
Step Afrika will perform tradi-
tional step moves at two shows 
on April 28, closing out Brook-
lyn College’s season at the the-
ater, and its founder says the 
performers are looking forward 
to the crowds the borough al-
ways brings out. 

“We’re glad to be part of 
the Brooklyn College tour for 
the third year,” said C. Brian 
Williams. “We love coming to 
Brooklyn and the energy here. 
Our dancers especially find that 
when we get there, we’re look-
ing forward giving a great per-
formance.”

Stepping is a form of dance 
that involves using foot dances, 
chants, and hand-clapping, usu-
ally performed with fast-paced 
and upbeat music in the back-
ground. It was created in the 
early 1900s, among the frater-
nities and sororities of histor-
ically black colleges and uni-
versities, but was little known 
off-campus until Spike Lee’s 
1988 film “School Daze” 

brought the culture of step-
ping to a broader audience.

“Spike Lee changed the 
game,” said Williams. “After his 
movie, stepping was done in high 
schools, elementary schools, and 
the broader black community — 
and this was something that was 
only being done by fraternities 
and sororities.”

At the shows on April 28, the 
team will perform a portion of 

“The Migration,” a dance-the-
ater piece celebrating the move-
ment of African Americans out 
of the American South during 
the early years of the 20th cen-
tury. The dance has evolved a lot 
over the years, said Williams, 
and for this show the company 
took inspiration from early folk-
loric styles of dance.

“We’re going to be celebrat-
ing the African American re-
sponse to our arrival in the 
country and what we created,” 
said Williams. “We’re always 
pay homage to stepping and its 
intent, and we’ve taken that and 
expanded greatly upon it. The 
men have a style and women 
have a style, in Step Afrika we 
bring all these styles together 
and that transforms the art form 
because we’re not trying to rep-
resent it in one form.”

The show gives people a 
chance to learn more about step 
dancing in traditional and con-
temporary form — and to join 
in, said Williams.

“It’s a highly interactive 
show, and it’s for fans and peo-
ple of all ages to come and make 
music,” he said.

Step Afrika at Kumble 
Theater [1 University Plaza 
at Dekalb Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–1624, www.
brooklyncenter.org]. April 28 
at 3 pm and 8 pm. $35.

Power 
strips
Comic-book characters 
take it off at ‘Nerdlesque’

Step right up!: Members of Step Afrika will perform 
traditional and contemporary forms of step dance at 
Kumble Theater on April 28.
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Back again: Williams says that the Step Afrika crew al-
ways looks forward to the step fan base in Brooklyn.
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Princess of power: Park 
Slope burlesque per-
former Nasty Canasta, 
pictured dressed as a su-
perhero of her own de-
sign, will teach a class at 
the Nerdlesque Festi-
val about how to make 
a character your own, 
and will host the Sat-
urday night show.

Stepping forward
Dance troupe makes modern moves

Key changes 

Read all a-boat it! 
A Windsor Terrace artist will ship his paintings 

of half-sunken boats to an actual floating barge 
in Red Hook for a month-long exhibit. The boats 
featured in the “Derelicts” exhibit, opening at the 
Waterfront Museum on April 26, were all discov-
ered bobbing in obscure locations around New 
York harbor, including off the coast of bucolic 
Staten Island, said painter Jim St. Clair. 

“I am drawn to remote or inaccessible spots in 
the metropolitan New York waterfront that often 
have rotting industrial remains, including aban-
doned mud-bound hulks of vessels,” he said. 

But all of the wrecks date from before Hurri-
cane Sandy, the notorious 2012 storm that force-
fully blew through Brooklyn. St. Clair says that 
older ships are really what floats his boat — 
ones that have been abandoned long enough to 
decay and be overtaken by nature. 

“They are things that have been there for a long 
time usually and really settled in and rusted,” 
said St. Clair. “What I really find beautiful is 
how nature insists on reclaiming everything. 
Which to me is hopeful.”

This show marks the first time that St. Clair’s 
work has been displayed on a floating vessel — 
the Waterfront Museum is housed within the 
104-year-old Lehigh Valley Railroad Barge #79, 
floating just off Red Hook — and the setting 
gives the show a unique feel, said the artist. 

“It’s not like a real commercial functioning 
gallery — it’s a place where he displays mem-
orabilia of the river, it’s very different than a 
regular gallery,” said St. Clair.

St. Clair fell in love with traveling on the wa-
ter as a child, and he now owns his own fishing 
boat. He creates his paintings from the deck of 
that boat, anchoring near the wrecks and finding 
tranquility from putting paint on a blank canvas 
while surrounded by nothing but sea, he said. 

“I grew up with boats and have always been 
around boats,” said St. Clair. “They are in aban-
doned, overgrown beautiful places, quiet places 
to go and paint.”

“Derelicts” at the Waterfront Museum (290 
Conover St. at the waterfront in Red Hook, 
www.waterfrontmuseum.org). On display April 
26–May 26; Thursdays 4–8 pm; Saturdays 1–6 
pm. Artist’s reception May 5, 2–5 pm. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

Sea sunk ship
A R T
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Nerdlesque Festival at Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, www.
thenerdlesquefest.com). April 27–
29. $30 ($55 both nights)
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 20

The high 
holiday
Yes, today is April 20, 
which is 420, which is 
the weed number! 
That means that you 
can expect some 
extra marijuana smoke 
wherever you go in 
the city. Honestly, the 
dope jokes are little 
over, but “420: The 
Musical” — a pot-
friendly musical about 
a stoner in an Oz-like 
world of weed — still 
looks like a lot of fun.

8 pm at Unruly Collective 
(200 Cooper St. between 
Wilson and Central ave-
nues in Bushwick, 
www.420themusical.com).  
$15 ($10 in advance).

SATURDAY
April 21

Doll arts 
Freak out over a mas-
terpiece of creepy 
stop-motion animation 
at tonight’s screening 
of three short films 
from twin brothers 
Stephen and Timothy 
Quay, including 
“Street of the Croco-
diles,” considered one 
of the best animated 
films of all time. The 
show will feature a live, 
original score featuring 
harps, violins, chanting, 
whistling, whispering, 
gongs, maracas, and 
crystal glasses.

8 pm at National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(646) 779–8455], www.
nationalsawdust.org. $20–
$29.

SUNDAY
April 22

Page turner
Head down to Coney 
Island for an advance 
look at the upcoming 
stage play “Becom-
ing Bettie Page,” 
written by nightlife 
impresario Dick 
Zigun. This staged 
reading about the 
origin of the naughty 
1950s pin-up girl will 
take place on her 
95th birthday, so it 
will also feature birth-
day cake, as well as a 
screening of her film 
“Teasearama.”

6 pm at Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
St. in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com). $10.

MONDAY
April 23

Pressing
on-Ward
Vocal powerhouse 
Lauren Ruth Ward 
will bust out bluesy 
tunes with entertain-
ing titles — including 
“Blue Collar Sex Kit-
ten” and “Did I 
Offend You?” —  
tonight at Baby’s All 
Right, all taken from 
her debut album 
“Well Hell.” With 
opening act Slugs. 

8 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. $14 
($12 in advance).

THURSDAY
April 26

Mad men
What has science ever 
done for us, except 
give us living brains in 
jars, super-intelligent 
gorillas, and sharks with 
freakin’ lasers? Wait, all 
those things are awe-
some! See what mad 
science hath wrought 
at the video variety 
show “Kevin Geeks 
Out about Mad Sci-
ence,” featuring a musi-
cal tribute to Franken-
stein and an analysis of 
“The Brain That 
Wouldn’t Die!”

7:45 pm at Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc]. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 20
ART, “PARK SLOPE ART” OPENING 

RECEPTION: An exhibit of oil paint-
ings, watercolors, prints, illustra-
tions, collages, ceramics, sculptures, 
and photographs from 19 members 
of the Park Slope-Windsor Ter-
race Artist group. Free. 5–7 pm. 
Ossam Gallery [300 Seventh St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (917) 974–9119], www.
artspswt.com. 

ART, OPENING RECEPTIONS: “Bird 
over America,” “If only we knew. 
Nothing’s new,” and “This Is It.” 
Free. 6 pm. A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], 
www.airgallery.org. 

TALK, WHERE DO WE GO FROM 
HERE?: A discussion of Martin Lu-
ther King’s legacy and the next steps 
for our country. $20. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: The Royal 
Shakespeare Company presents the 
tragic play about a king who loses his 
kingdom and then his mind, played 
by Sir Antony Sher. $35–$135. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, “REVISIONIST HISTORY”: 
Brooklyn Ballet presents a showcase 
of works exploring the techniques 
and ideologies of yesterday and 
their impact on one another and 
contemporary ballet. $10–$100. 
8 pm. Mark O’Donnell Theater at 
the Actors Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn Street between Hoyt 
and Smith Streets in Downtown). 

MUSIC, PENGUIN PRISON: With 
opening acts Mating Ritual and 
Prom. $22. 9 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], www.
musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 

COMEDY, HIGH PONYTAIL: Join 
the Side Ponytail crew on 420 for 
a very special, high holiday edi-
tion with munchies, scrunchies and 
laughs. With Catherine Cohe, Steven 
Markow, Clare O’Kane, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean and Pa-

cifi c streets in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

THEATER, “420 — A GANJAPA-
LOOZA”: An exploration into the 
experience of cannabis presented 
as a disjointed spectacular of enter-
tainment. $20–$30. 6:30 pm. House 
of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

COMEDY, VAPE NIGHT WITH DANK 
FIRES: Comedy show “Cool Show 
(Not Lame)” celebrates 420 with a 
weed-themed variety show featuring 
Irene Merrow, Joe Rumrill, Danny 
Vega, and more. Free. 9:30 pm. 
Legion Bar [790 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Humboldt Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3797], www.legion-bar.
com. 

SAT, APRIL 21
MUSIC, BOURBON EXPRESS: With 

Linda Hill and the Lucky Fellers, Girls 
on Grass, and the Dive Bombers. $8. 
8 pm. Hank’s Saloon [46 Third Ave. 
at Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 625–8003], www.exitfi ve.com/
hankssaloon. 

EARTH DAY BLOCK PARTY: Celebrate 
Earth Day with music troupe Bash 
the Trash, construct instruments 
from recycled products, and lead a 
parade! Free. 1 pm. Albee Square 
(Albee Square between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets in Downtown), 
www.downtownbrooklyn.com. 

FAMILY, NATIONAL GRID EARTH DAY 
CELEBRATION: With interactive 
family activities, experiential learn-
ing games, culinary demonstrations, 
and live performances. Free. 2–5 
pm. Weeksville Heritage Center [158 
Buffalo Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 951–4600], 
www.brooklyncenter.org.  

NIGHTLIFE, “SCI-FI SATURDAY”: 
Metropolis Burlesque presents a 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAWRENCE: 

$39–$129. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: $57–$657. 6 pm.

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT OUTTA 

BROOKLYN BOXING: Daniel Ja-
cobs v Maciej Sulecki. $49–$357. 
Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With opening act 

Blackbear. $45–$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Charlie 
Wilson, Kem, Boyz II Men, and 
Joe . $66–$156. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Flex time: Former welterweight champion boxer Jessie Var-
gas will battle Adrien Broner at Barclays Center on April 21.
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April 20–26, 2018 AWP  9Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

516.486.6100 · TheResidencesLongIsland.com

Luxury Condominiums with Legendary Services and Amenities. The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Long 
Island, North Hills is conveniently situated within the Great Neck School District in the Village of North 
Hills on Long Island’s legendary North Shore. 20 miles from Manhattan. 60 miles from the Hamptons. 
See for yourself, what luxury feels like every day. Residences Starting at $1,500,000.

The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Long Island, North Hills are not owned, developed or sold by The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C. or any of its affiliates (“Ritz-Carlton”). RXR North 
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Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

C
all it a space jam!

A glittering intergalactic dance 
party will touch down at the House 

of Yes in Bushwick for a three-night 
series starting on April 26. Brook-
lyn synthpop project Ariana and the 
Rose will play to a crowd of would-be 
alien creatures for the celestial “Light 
+ Space Trilogy,” which will combine 
music, lights, virtual reality, and color-
ful characters to help guests float into a 
realm where they can be whoever they 
want, said the group’s singer.

“The farther you step into the 
world of the party, the more you let 
your inhibitions down,” said Ariana 
DiLorenzo, who lives in Dumbo.

DiLorenzo and her band will host 
the galactic, five-hour extravaganza 
three times — once each in April, 
May, and June. Each show will feature 
a slightly different lineup of songs 
and of disc jockeys, with the June 
performance doubling as a gay pride 
party, but each will have a consistent 
cosmic theme: aliens visiting Earth 
for a good time.

“The whole show is built under 
the concept that creatures are com-
ing down from their own planet to 
throw an amazing, futuristic disco 
event,” said DiLorenzo.

To that end, costumed aliens will 
wander the party, dancing with au-
dience members and making them 
feel welcome, said the singer. 

“The characters encourage hu-
mans to strip down and not feel self-
conscious or worry about how they 
look,” she said.

DiLorenzo got the idea for what 
she calls a “360 experience” from film 
screenings that recreate movie worlds, 
including the monthly Little Cinema 
series at the House of Yes. DiLorenzo 
says that people are searching for an 
all-encompassing performance that 
lets them escape reality.

“Audiences are up for delving into 
a new world you make for them,” she 
said. “We hope to create something 
people feel like they’re missing in 
nightlife experiences.”

Human visitors are encouraged 

to dress in “celestial finest,” and a 
glitter bar at each party will let peo-
ple douse themselves in the sparkly 
substance until they twinkle like the 
night sky. 

And for those looking to escape 
this corporeal realm, a virtual real-
ity component will let them strap 

on a headset and step into a desert 
world, based on the music video for 
Ariana and the Rose’s “ Love You 
Lately .”

The driving beats of the Ariana 
and the Rose will keep the audience 
moving, said DiLorenzo, which will 
make them feel like part of the show, 

and not mere witnesses.
“The whole live performance is 

really geared to make people dance,” 
said DiLorenzo. “Our goal is to make 
you feel like you’re watching, but 
you’re also a part of it that we can’t 
do without.”

“Light + Space: the Trilogy” at  
the House of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. 
at Jefferson Street in Bushwick, 
www.houseofyes.org). April 26, 
May 24, and June 14 at 9:45 pm. 
$15–$25.

Dancing with the stars
Ariana and the Rose throws intergalactic, 
interactive dance party at House of Yes!

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

O
ne night in Park Slope 
makes a rough show 
better!

A musical about the Cold 
War, written during the 1980s 
and featuring songs by the 
Swedish supergroup ABBA, 
will get a new, improved run 
at Park Slope’s Gallery Play-
ers starting on April 21. The 
1988 Broadway version of 
“Chess,” which follows a 
championship chess match 
between an American and 
a Russian player — who are 
also romantic rivals — left 
its fans with multiple ques-
tions, said the show’s direc-
tor, so he has taken elements 
from the 1986 British version 
to plug some problems with 
the plot.

“I’ve tweaked the script 
and combined the Ameri-
can version and the British 
version to fill in the holes 
the story has always had,” 
said Mark Harborth, who is 
also the artistic director of 
the company.

The American version fo-
cused more on the love story, 
while the British one con-

centrated on espionage, but 
Harboth says that his two-
script mash-up covers all 
the bases, as well as giving 
a more central role to Flor-
ence, the woman who is the 
object of affection for both 
chess masters. 

“For me it’s an underdog 
musical, and I often hear peo-
ple complain about the script, 
but now it all makes sense,” 
said Harborth. “Some words 
were missing back then but 
now the music is great and 
tells a very human story.”

All of the songs in the musi-
cal are intact — including the 
famous tunes “One Night in 
Bangkok” and “I Know Him 
So Well,” said Harborth. The 
music for “Chess” was writ-
ten by Benny Andersson and 
Björn Ulvaeus from ABBA, 
but the lyrics come from Tim 
Rice — the lyricist for the 
Disney films “Beauty and the 
Beast” and “The Lion King,” 
among many other project. 
Rice offered the Park Slope 
director some help with the 
project, offering several dif-
ferent scripts and pointing out 
changes. 

“Tim Rice offered us his 
alternatives, with the things 

he changed and added, and 
we took advantage of those,” 
said Harborth.

The 30-year-old play sat-
irizes the government’s re-
sponse to the Cold War, and 
Harborth says that its message 
is still relevant today. 

“It’s 1988 in the Cold War, 
but the underlying theme of 
the show is mistrust of the 
government,” said Harborth. 
“The fact that the government 
can do anything to anyone 
is relevant to today, and I’d 
say the Patriot Act is a good 
example of that — the gov-
ernment is getting what they 
need out of it.”

Harborth says musical will 
appeal to a wide variety of 
audiences.

“It’s an emotional devastat-
ing play and it’s an intellec-
tual musical,” he said. “It’s a 
fun show, there’s no language 
or adult situations, and kids 
will enjoy it.”

“Chess” at Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352–3101, 
www.galleryplayers.com]. 
April 21–May 13, Thu–Sat at 
8 pm; Sun at 3 pm. $30 ($20 
seniors and kids).

Check it, mates!
Gallery Players revise ABBA play

Space case: (Pictured clock-
wise from top) At the “Light + 
Space” parties at the House 
of Yes, alien characters who 
have come to Earth toe part 
will dance, speak, and pose 
with the audience. Aliens will 
also pop up on stage. And Ari-
ana DiLorenzo, who leads the 
synth pop group Ariana and 
the Rose, will provide the music 
and host the three celestial mu-
sic and dance parties, with the 
first happening on April 26.
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King makers: The ’80s musical “Chess,” will have a revival  at Gallery Players in 
Park Slope starting April 21.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

60-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.87%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit
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T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

night of science-fi ctional 
stripping, with Lilian Bustle, 
Clara Coquette, and Hard 
Corey. $10. 8 pm. Anyone 
Comics (1216 Union St. be-
tween Nostrand and Rogers 
avenues in Crown Heights), 
www.anyonecomics.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: The 
live online dating and com-
edy show hosted by Lane 
Moore welcomes special 
guests Jo Firestone, Ziwe 
Fumudoh, and Clickhole 
writer Daniel Kibblesmith. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SOMETIMES 
IT’S PRINCE IN APRIL: A 
celebration of Prince, with 
DJ Steve Reynolds, a music 

video time machine, live 
performances, and fi lms. 
$10 ($7 in advance). 10:30 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, APRIL 22
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
The orchestra play work by 
Henry Brant, Elgar and De-
lius, featuring young Ameri-
can sax virtuoso Thomas 
Giles. $25. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
symphonyorchestra.org. 

DANCE, DANCING BODIES 
AND CHOREOGRAPH-
ING CODES: An evening of 
performances that combine 
choreography with com-
puter coding. Followed by 
a discussion with the artists. 

$15. 7:30 pm. Areté Venue 
and Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and 
Milton Streets in Williams-
burg), www.aretevenue.
com. 

MUSIC, THE RESIDENTS: The 
mysterious masked band 
plunders its 30-year catalog 
for songs. $35–$40. 8 pm. 
Murmrr Theatre (17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Grand Army 
Plaza and Underhill Avenue 
in Prospect Heights), www.
murmrr.com. 

MUSIC, “INTO THE HOT, OUT 
OF THE COOL”: Large-
scale video paintings ac-
companied by a six-piece 
musical ensemble. $25 ($20 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], roulette.org. 

LIVING HEALTHY EXPO FOR 
SENIORS: Learn about 
health insurance, home 
healthcare, long term care, 
assisted living, and much 

more. Free. 10 am–3 pm. 
Temple Shalom [2075 E. 
68th Street at Avenue U 
in Bergen Beach, (917) 
741–1134]. 

FAMILY, BROOKLYN BABY 
AND FAMILY EXPO: A 
family-friendly event for 
expectant, new and sea-
soned parents (of children 
up to age 8), with exhibitors 
and experts. $10–$130. 11 
am–3:30 pm. 501 Union 
and the Green Building (501 
Union St. at Nevins Street 
in Gowanus), expo.achild-
grows.com. 

EARTH DAY BEACH 
CLEANUP!: Coney Island 
Brewery will distribute trash 
bags and gloves, then re-
ward whoever cleans the 
beach and returns with 
the heaviest bag. All par-
ticipants get $2 off beer 
all day. Free. Noon–2 pm. 
Coney Island Brewery (1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-

neyislandbeer.com. 
DINING, DAVID BOWIE DOES 

BERLIN, THE DINNER: A 
gustatory salute to the life 
and times of David Bowie, 
the four-course German din-
ner is a nod to Bowie’s late 
1970s residency in Berlin. 
With a talk from the mu-
seum’s director of exhibition 
design and a ticket to the 
David Bowie Is exhibit. $75–
$95. 4:30 pm. The Norm 
[200 Eastern Parkway (in the 
Brooklyn Museum) in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 230–
0897], www.thenormbkm.
com/experiences. 

MON, APRIL 23
DINING, A DINNER PARTY 

WITH THE SHACKS: The 
Brooklyn indie-pop band 
plays at an intimate concert 
during a three-course meal 
with unlimited beer. $50. 7 
pm. Esme (999 Manhattan 
Ave. between Green and 

Huron streets in Green-
point), www.thewildhon-
eypie.com/events. 

COMEDY, #ADULTING: With 
Michelle Buteau, Jordan 
Carlos, and special guests. 
$10. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “OPEN FLAME”: 
Queer comedy open mic. 
Free. 8 pm. Mood Ring 
(1260 Myrtle Avenue be-
tween Hart and Cedar 
Streets in Bushwick), www.
moodringnyc.com. 

PUBLIC IRONING MONDAY: 
The North Brooklyn Ironers’ 
Union presents free ironing 
services for the public. Free. 
9 pm. Troost (1011 Manhat-
tan Avenue between Green 
and Huron Streets in Green-
point), www.troostny.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open mic and stand-
up. Free. 9pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 

17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Free (donations 
appreciated). 10:30 pme. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

TUES, APRIL 24
COMEDY, STEVIE: A witchy 

comedy show inspired 
by Stevie Nicks, featuring 
Rob Haze, Alison Leiby, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. Our 
Wicked Lady (153 Morgan 
Ave. at Meserole Street in 
Bushwick), www.withfriends.
co/our_wicked_lady. 

WED, APRIL 25
MUSIC, THE AFIELD: A multi-

media concert about color 
and the passing of time, 
featuring violinist Rebecca 
Fischer and visual artist 
Anthony Hawley. $20. 7 pm. 
PS 321 [180 Seventh Ave. at 
First Street in Park Slope, 
(917) 805–0628], ps321.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDY AT ROSE 
GOLD: The monthly, liter-
ally underground show 
welcomes Emmy Blotnick, 
Josh Johnson, Jill Weiner, 
and more. $5 RSVP recom-
mended. Free. 8 pm. Cape 
House [96 Morgan Ave. in 
Bushwick, (650) 296–1225], 
www.facebook.com/Com-
edyatRoseGold. 

THURS, APRIL 26
MARKET, WILDERNESS 

VEGAN POP UP: A variety 
of local vegan vendors offer 
food, drinks, clothing and 
more. Ticket includes two 
drinks. $20. 6–11 pm. The 
Old Henri Bar [279 Fifth 
Ave. at First Street in Park 
Slope, (646) 659–3841], 
www.facebook.com/vegan-
wilderness. 

TALK, “ROASTED — THE 
HISTORY OF COFFEE IN 
NYC”: A panel discussion 
about Brooklyn’s love of 
coffee, from Arbuckle Cof-
fee to Brooklyn Roasting 
Company. $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
ABOUT MAD SCIENCE: 
Comedian Kevin Maher 
co-hosts this video variety 
show about lasers, living 
brains, and experiments 
gone wrong with Tenebrous 
Kate and guests Becky 
Munich, Kristen Sollee, and 
more. $15. 7:45 pm. Alamo 
Drafthouse [445 Albee 
Square West between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets 
in Downtown, (718) 513–
2547], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

MUSIC, TREASURES OF 
PARADYCE: The band 

plays “Therapy Thursdays” 
in April. Free. 8 pm. Dean 
Café Bar [951 Dean St. at 
Classon Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (929) 387–0128], 
deancafebar.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY QUAR-
TERLY: The Spring edition 
of the quarterly comedy 
show features Matt Koff, 
Emmy Blotnick, Dan Perl-
man, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williams-
burg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE WEEKLY WITH 
SAMARTH NAGARKAR: 
The Hindustani classical vo-
calist performs, followed by 
a jam session at 10 pm. $15. 
8 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

FRI, APRIL 27
ARBOR DAY: Join Prospect 

Park Alliance this Arbor day 
for games, crafts and an 
exhibit on Brooklyn’s last 
remaining forest, Prospect 
Park! Free. Noon–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park, (718) 287–
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

THEATER, “THE ADDAMS 
FAMILY YOUNG AT PART”: 
A condensed version of the 
Broadway show, in which 
Gomez and Morticia Add-
ams face an existential fam-
ily crisis as their daughter 
Wednesday falls for a boy 
from Ohio! Presented by the 
Drama Club at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Academy. $10. 
7:30 pm. St. Patrick Catholic 
Academy [401 97th St. at 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–0124]. 

MUSIC, JAZZ FOR CAUSE: 
Featuring Brazilian jazz sing-
ers Monika Oliveira, the 
Baby Soda Jazz Band, and 
more. $30-$50. 8 pm. Mas-
ter Theatre [1029 Brighton 
Beach Ave. at Brighton 11th 
Street in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 732–3838], www.Mas-
tertheater.com. 

SAT, APRIL 28
THEATER, “SET IT OFF”: A 

new stage adaptation of the 
hit 1996 heist fi lm. $69–$79. 
3 pm and 8 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, “MADE IN BROOK-
LYN... BOUND FOR 
BROADWAY”: Tony Award 
winner and Brooklyn na-
tive Randy Graff performs 
Broadway hits. $32–$37. 8 
pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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It’s that time of the year. 
Proms, weddings, graduations, 
family events, job interviews and 
finally summer vacations. There 

is a lot going on.  Portabella is 
always looking for new ways to 
make it easier to shop and save 
you valuable time. Now you can 
call the nearest Portabella store 
and ask for your favorite fash-
ion consultant.  Tell them about 
your special event. They will ask 
you about the proper dress for the 
event and send you photos to your 
phone. If you just need an idea of 
the selection available they can 
inform you over the phone. 

Portabella prides itself on the 
group sales business. There is a 
selection of styles that are avail-
able for groups and special events. 
Vested suits in 10 colors are avail-
able from their Vitali collection. 
When purchased in a group of 3 
or more the vested suits are $100 
each. These values are seen in 
every department. Great acces-
sories such as dress or tuxedo 
shirts, shoes, tuxedo shoes, bow 
ties, tuxedo vests, suspenders, 

belts, and socks are also avail-
able for group sales. Your fashion 
consultant will assist in coordi-
nating the outfits. Formal events 
are another specialty. Tuxedos 
in many colors and styles high-
light the Portabella tuxedo col-
lection. The styles are taken from 
the latest runway shows and the 
designers that are being worn 
by celebrities. Extremely afford-
able starting at $100 each when a 
group of 3 or more are ordering. 

The 2018 tuxedo campaign high-
lights WHY RENT? WHEN YOU 
CAN BUY FOR LESS!

Portabella is currently cel-
ebrating the opening of 2 new 
stores. A new location at the Kings 
Plaza Mall in Brooklyn and at 38 
West 34th Street in Manhattan. 
Shop also at the Fino and Quails 
stores which are part of the Por-
tabella Group of stores.  For your 
nearest location check  Portabel-
laonline.com.
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Your special event is a smartphone away

ORGANIC

Mixed Bell
Peppers

$$349349
lb.lb.

EBT

Eggplants
¢¢5959lb.lb.

4/18 7AM -4/23 7PM
SALE STARTS 19 2018 21 22 23

GREAT DEAL!

Hummus
$$299299

ea.ea.
PARVE

SPECIAL!

Full Line
$$1010forfor33

D

$$149149
ea.ea.

ORGANIC

Baby Carrots

Seedless Watermelons

4949¢¢
lb.lb.

Broccoli Rabe

$$139139
lb.lb.

Bartlett Pears

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Plum Tomatoes
¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$44forfor22
Celery

5959¢¢
Gala Apples

¢¢7979lb.lb.

9999¢¢

Italian Peeled
Tomatoes

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

$$299299
ea.ea.

D

Water

9999¢¢
ea.ea.

Tea Biscuit

K-DAIRY

¢¢9999

“Who are you wear-
ing?”

That’s a 
question Oscar contenders 
answer easily — their de-
signers are sometimes as fa-
mous as they are. But it wasn’t 
always so. For instance, have 
you heard of Kiviette, or Zelda 
Wynn Valdez?

Neither had I. But then I got, 
“The Hidden History of Amer-
ican Fashion: Rediscovering 
20th Century Women Design-
ers,” edited by Nancy Deihl, 
director of the graduate pro-
gram in Costume Studies at 
New York University. Each 
chapter focuses on a now-for-
gotten woman who, often be-
hind the scenes, designed the 
clothing that changed the way 
America dressed. 

Take, for instance, Staten Is-
land’s own Kiviette. In her day, 
she went by that one name, like 
Beyoncé or Madonna. Born 
Yeda Kiviette in 1893, her 
career spanned the Jazz Age, 
two World Wars, and the rise of 
Hollywood. Her genius was to 
toggle between designing cos-
tumes for the stage and clothes 
for “real life.” 

Over the years, her costumes 
were featured in 88 produc-
tions, including “Vanity Fair,” 
a 1919 vaudeville review that 
she produced herself to get 
more exposure. “A Dazzling 
Display of Frocks, Frills, and 
Fascinating Femininity” by a 
“New Genius Designer” de-
clared … well … Kiviette her-
self in the ad she took out.

It worked. In fact, over time 
she became such a trendset-
ter that society women would 
go to plays with Kiviette cos-
tumes just to see what was chic 
and new. Then they’d tell their 
dressmakers: “Copy that!”

But as Dilia Lopez-Gy-
dosh notes in her chapter on 
the designer, Kiviette was al-
ways evolving. And even as 
she was bringing theatrical de-
sign to everyday clothes, she 
also started bringing everyday 
clothes to theatrical design. Be-
fore Kiviette came along, al-
most all plays were an excuse 
to dazzle the crowd with se-
quins, feathers, and frippery, 
no matter what the play was 
about. It was Kiveitte who de-
clared that, “Costumes must 
adhere to the time, place, and 

character of the play.” Enough 
with the feathers! 

Besides, there were other, 
newer ways to get attention. 
Kiviette scandalized society 
by outfitting the chorus girls 
in a comedy about a country 
club in shorts. Shorts! Until 
then, shorts were considered 
proper only for tennis or the 
beach. Kiviette made them a 
“look.” Be grateful!

As successful as Kiviette 
was downtown, Zelda Wynn 
Valdes was uptown, in Harlem. 
Wynn, Deihl writes, moved 
easily between costume de-
sign and high fashion, too, 
creating gowns for A-list ce-
lebrities including Josephine 
Baker, Mae West, Eartha Kitt, 
Ruby Dee, Gladys Knight, and 
Aretha Franklin.

Of course, no one starts 
out famous. Wynn was born 
in 1905 and grew up in small 
town  Pennsylvania. Her first 
job was in her uncle’s tailor-
ing shop in White Plains. By 
the age of 30 she had her own 
dress shop there, advertising 
in The Amsterdam News as a 
“Colored Designer of Fashions 
for Men and Women.”

So busy was she with cus-
tomers from the city that in 
1948 she moved her shop to 
Harlem — 158th and Broad-
way. The neighborhood was 
bustling and so was her busi-
ness, employing nine skilled 
seamstresses. It was that same 
year that Nat King Cole was 
getting married — a media 
event so enormous, writes 
Deihl, that it “momentarily 
seemed to suspend the bar-
rier of racial segregation.” 

Wynn made the dresses for 
everyone in the bridal party, 
including seven bridesmaids in 
ice-blue satin gowns so spec-
tacular that even the New York 
Times, which rarely wrote 
about anything “uptown” 
back then, took note. As for 
The Amsterdam News, it rev-
eled in the sheer gorgeousness 

‘Hidden Figures’ of fashion

of the event, noting that, “It 
isn’t often that the folks down-
town get the opportunity to see 
Harlemites in a smart, social 
light.”

One of Wynn’s earliest ce-
lebrity clients was Ella Fitzger-
ald. While Ella became a loyal 

customer, she did not come in 
for fittings, so, Wynn later told 
a reporter, “I’d just look at the 
papers and say, ‘Gee, she’s got-
ten larger,’” and adjust accord-
ingly.

But Wynn was making news 
on another front, too — civil 
rights. She was a co-founder 
of the National Association of 
Fashion and Accessory Design-
ers. “NAFAD” mentored young 
African-America designers, 
provided scholarships, and held 
conferences in an effort to con-
nect with the larger American 
fashion industry.

At age 65, Wynn began de-

signing for the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem — a job she contin-
ued for almost 30 years. One 
initiative of hers: Dying the 
tights to match the skin tone 
of each dancer, “an aesthetic 
departure from the standard 
pale pink of ballet,” writes 
Deihl.

Talk about making a state-
ment with fashion. And those 
are just two of firebrands in 
this book. 

Wow.  
Lenore Skenazy presi-

dent of Let Grow and author 
of “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?”

By Lenore Skenazy
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from the Nov. 3 edition call-
ing a Carroll Gardens brown-
stone alleged to be used by a 
Trump staffer as a “cash cow 
for corruption” “MANAFORT 
KNOX”; a top story from the 
Oct. 6 edition heralding the lat-
est cleanup effort on the Gow-
anus Canal with “BACK TO 
THE GRIME”; and, of course, 
politicians’ cheers and resi-
dents fears that a giant inter-
net company could house its 
new offices on the Brooklyn 
waterfront with “AMAZON 
PRIMED.”  

On hand to receive the 
award, DiMiceli said he was 
proud of the work done by his 
staff to ensure neighborhood 
news gets read by locals hun-
gry to know what is happening 
in their communities.

“It’s the wood that makes it 
good,” he said, using the term 
for bold, front-page headlines 
common in newspaper vernac-
ular. “We try to have fun with 
our headlines, and hope to en-
tertain a little bit as we inform. 
It’s great to see that such work 
is appreciated.”

Along with the first-place 
win for headlines, Paper car-
toonist Sylvan Migdal earned a 
second-place prize for best edi-
torial cartoon, thanks to his de-
piction of a Trump-esque mon-
ster rising from the depths of 
the Gowanus Canal.  

Those awards were just two 
of 24 taken home by The Pa-
per’s parent company Com-

Continued from page 1

WIN...

in general after enacting the 
new policy in 2014, White 
defendants have since ben-
efitted the most under it, ac-
cording to the Drug Policy 
Alliance’s data, which shows 
that 4.2 percent of White de-
fendants’ cases were dropped 
in 2013, compared to 4.5 per-
cent of Blacks’ and 5.6 per-
cent of Hispanics’.

The reason for that is 
likely because the policy’s 
exemptions favor those liv-
ing in more-affluent, less-
diverse communities, Hech-
inger said.

“The exceptions were 
overly broad, and wound up 

Continued from page 1

POT...

BURNED RATE: Percentage of cases the district at-
torney declined to prosecute by race in 2016.

ber of marijuana prosecutions 
even further, and to promote 
practices that will help allevi-
ate racial inequalities in the 
justice system,” he said.

But those reforms may not 
be necessary if Public Advo-
cate Tish James has her way 
— the local elected joined a 
bevy of state and city lawmak-
ers at a Tuesday press con-
ference where she demanded 
New York State legalize weed, 
arguing the move would lead 
to a “fairer justice system.” 

“We can no longer ignore 
the shortfalls of our current 
laws on marijuana,” James 
said. “Under the broken sta-
tus quo, lives have been ru-
ined because of outdated and 
shortsighted marijuana pro-
hibition, and it’s past time we 
right this wrong.”

making it far easier for white 
people to fall outside them 
rather than the opposite,” he 
said. “When you look at peo-
ple with histories of arrest, 
they’re not committing more 
crimes, they’re arrested be-
cause there’s a higher police 
presence in neighborhoods in-
habited by people of color.”

A panel of experts — which 
includes Drug Policy Alliance 
members — that Gonzalez as-
sembled as part of his initia-
tive to enact even more pro-
gressive legal reforms by 2020 
will review the current pot-
possession policy as part of 
that effort, and is expected to 
make recommendations that 
result in revisions to it, ac-
cording to Yaniv.

“We will be revising our 
practices to reduce the num-

munity News Group and New 
York Community Media, which 
together make up New York 
State’s most-read local news 
publishers.

Here in Brooklyn, sister pub-
lication the Bay Ridge Courier 
won first prize for best front 
page, with judges taking note of 
the tabloid’s “strong headlines 
supported by good art.”

Winning submissions in-
cluded a cover designed by 
graphic artist John Napoli 
in which Mayor DeBlasio 
is dressed as a bellhop for a 
story about Hizzoner’s plan 
to house homeless people in 
nearby hotels. That, combined 
with the capital-lettered head-
line “BILL-HOP” floating over 
it caught the eye of judges. A 
second front page, designed 
by DiMiceli and Deputy Edi-
tor Bill Egbert, announced the 
controversial sale of an old or-
phanage in Dyker Heights to 
developers with the bold-faced 
“GOING, GOING … GONE!” 
followed by bulleted sub-heads 
driving home the news and its 
significance.

Bay Ridge Courier report-
ers Julianne Cuba and Julianne 
McShane (yes, it confuses us, 
too) earned a second-place prize 
for their coverage of the heated 
race to replace term-limited 
Councilman Vincent Gentile, 
and McShane and former Bay 
Ridge reporter Caroline Spiv-
ack won honorable mention for 
their stories about an oil spill 
in Gravesend Bay — coverage 
that got Spivack profiled on a 
local television station as the 
“ next Wayne Barrett .”

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t count them out!
Immigration experts, ac-

tivists, and local pols are con-
demning the Trump admin-
istration’s push to include a 
question about citizenship 
on the 2020 Census, noting 
that the inquiry could have 
an outsize effect on Southern 
Brooklyn, which is home to a 
high number of immigrants 
and people of color. One ex-
pert said the question could 
make many residents reluc-
tant to participate in the cen-
sus, leading to a lower overall 
head count — and subsequent 
cuts in federal funding and 
political representation. 

“If you’re interested in pre-
serving the funding that New 
York State receives, commu-
nities like Southern Brooklyn 
are ones that everyone needs 
to care about, because these 
are the communities that 
are the most vulnerable and 
most prone to non-participa-
tion,” said Thomas Wolf, an 
expert on redistricting with 
the Democracy Project at the 
Brennan Center for Justice at 
New York University School 
of Law. “The moment people 
stop responding to the census, 
they’re no longer counted.” 

The federal Commerce De-
partment, which oversees the 
Census Bureau, said in a state-
ment last month that adding 
the question — which has 
not been included on a cen-
sus since 1950 — is necessary 
to determine the portion of 
the eligible voting population. 
But critics say the citizenship 
question could intimidate im-
migrants and people of color 
— especially those who have 
undocumented family mem-
bers living with them — who 
are already under-counted be-
cause of language barriers and 
suspicion of the government, 
among other factors, accord-
ing to Wolf. 

“There’s always been an 
issue of under-reporting with 
certain communities — par-
ticularly immigrant groups; 
racial, ethnic, and language 

Questionable query
Local politicians and experts condemn 
adding citizenship question to census

Critics worry that including a question about citi-
zenship on the 2020 Census form would reduce 
participation among immigrants and people of 
color who reside in Southern Brooklyn and other 
areas.
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minorities; and young kids,” 
he said. “Adding a citizen-
ship question is likely to ex-
acerbate those problems.”

The most recent census 
data shows that Asians make 
up 20–30 percent of the pop-
ulation in the three Coun-
cil districts spanning Sun-
set Park, Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, Bensonhurst, Gra-
vesend, and Coney Island, 
and that Hispanics make up 
about 44 percent of the pop-
ulation of Sunset Park and 14 
percent of the other neigh-
borhoods. A map by the Cen-
ter for Urban Research at the 
City University of New York 
Graduate Center shows that 
parts of those neighborhoods 
— including parts of Coney 
Island, Dyker Heights, and 
Sunset Park — are already 
some of the most underrepre-
sented and uncounted com-
munities in the country.

Many Brooklyn politi-
cians in Washington, DC, 
agree, including Rep. Ny-
dia Velazquez (D–Sunset 
Park), Rep. Jerrold Nadler 
(D–Borough Park), and Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries (D–Coney 
Island), who have all blasted 
the plan.

Rep. Dan Donovan (R–
Bay Ridge) — who has said 
President Trump is a “per-
sonal friend” — is the only 
local pol who has publicly 
supported including the cit-
izenship question, calling it 

a “common sense” policy, 
and alleging that activists 
are using their concerns “to 
drum up accusations of some 
conspiracy against immi-
grants.”

But many immigrants, 
religious minorities, and 
people of color do feel the 
question is targeted at them, 
according to the executive 
director of the Bay Ridge-
based Arab American As-
sociation of New York, who 
added that local Arabs and 
Muslims worry that the Feds 
could use citizenship infor-
mation for nefarious aims.

“This is a community 
that’s constantly being at-
tacked, and by having this 
question, you’re just discour-
aging immigrants from actu-
ally filling out the census,” 
said Rama Issa-Ibrahim. 
“It’s putting a vulnerable 
community into a state of 
heightened anxiety.” 

Federal law is clear that 
the Census Bureau can nei-
ther share personal informa-
tion with other agencies, nor 
use that information to harm 
respondents or for any non-
statistical purposes, accord-
ing to Wolf, but including 
the citizenship question is 
problematic because it un-
dermines the whole point of 
the census, he said.

“The basic purpose of 
the census is to count ev-
eryone,” he said.
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