
BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2018 12 pages • Vol. 41, No. 17 • April 27–May 3, 2018 • FREEServing Brownstone Brooklyn, Sunset Park, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

Your World  — Your News

Who’s that?
Bird handlers showed off a screech owl during an Earth Day cele-
bration at Prospect Park’s Audubon Center on April 22. Read more 
about park stewards’ party for the planet on page 10.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

rd
an

 R
at

hk
o

p
f

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They want to bury this controversy 
once and for all.

The top brass at a local graveyard 
will meet with critics seething over a 
plan to adorn the necropolis with a po-
larizing statue that city officials ban-
ished from public display.

A Green-Wood Cemetery rep said 
its leaders are organizing the meeting 
to ensure they are “good neighbors” to 
 residents who blasted them   for welcom-
ing the likeness of 19th-century gyne-
cologist J. Marion Sims,  who performed 
experimental surgeries on black female 
slaves.

The mayor proposed banishing the 
effigy from a Manhattan park as part 
of the citywide monument review he 
staged last year after protests over the 
removal of a statue of Confederate Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee from a park in Char-
lottesville, Va. turned deadly.

The sit-down will be the first time 
bigwigs at the privately run boneyard 
directly address the issue with its neigh-
bors, many of whom complained that 
their opinions weren’t sought in the de-
cision to bring the statue to the bucolic 
burial ground, a civic honcho said.

“What I find disconcerting is we 
weren’t consulted, and I think we should 
have been,” said  Community Board 7 
chairman  Cesar Zuniga, whose district 
includes Green-Wood Cemetery.  

Members of the city’s Public De-
sign Commission officially signed off 
on the monument’s move to the grave-
yard at an April 16 meeting where sev-

MONUMENTAL REPLY
Cemetery leaders setting meeting with neighbors about statue

eral people spoke in favor of ousting it 
from its home in Central Park — but no 
CB7 members appeared to oppose its 
transfer to Green-Wood, where it is cur-
rently being stored after arriving there 
later last week.

And two days later, on April 18, Zu-
niga put forth a motion urging Green-
Wood leaders to reconsider taking the 
statue at a meeting of his civic panel, 
but quickly withdrew it after multiple 

members — including a former chair-
man — said the board should focus its 
attention elsewhere.  

“We are wasting our time shaking 
our fists and clucking our tongues at a 
statue,” said Daniel Murphy.

One former CB7 member, however, 
accused those who supported the sculp-
ture’s relocation of being a bunch of 
clueless white guys.

“They were all white men saying these 

things,” said Malissa del Valle Ortiz, 
who is black. “It was very offensive, 
and if you’re not a woman — a woman 
of color — you don’t know where I’m 
speaking from.”

Zuniga ultimately told the board’s dis-
trict manager to reach out to the cemetery 
after Greenwood Heights Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca washed his hands of the 
matter at the meeting, telling attendees 
a solution must “come from you.”

Graveyard honchos have yet to set 
a date for the Sims summit with res-
idents, whose opposition to the statue 
likely won’t die any time soon, accord-
ing to Zuniga.

“We’ll have a range of conversations, 
including what can we do to be respon-
sive to women of color who say this is a 
very historical figure, and we don’t want 
him in our community,” he said.

Cemetery officials previously vowed 
to use the effigy as a learning device, 
promising to display it along with in-
formational material that explains the 
dastardly medical practices of the so-
called “father of modern gynecology,” 
who himself is buried in one of the site’s 
roughly 500,000 graves.

But Ortiz said she would rather see 
the statue destroyed, and its metal re-
shaped into a new monument honor-
ing women. 

“It would be great if they could re-
cycle and repurpose it as a positive im-
age,” she said.

Anyone interested in attending 
the meeting with Green-Wood Cem-
etery leaders can contact Community 
Board 7 at (718) 854–0003 for more 
information.

The city last week officially signed off on transferring the statue of 
gynecologist J. Marion Sims to Green-Wood Cemetery, where it is 
currently being stored while graveyard leaders set a date for their 
meeting with locals outraged over its relocation.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Whatever it takes to get the job 
done.

Mayor DeBlasio is okay with 
the city’s multi-million-dollar busi-
ness with private sanitation com-
pany Action Carting, whose driv-
ers have hit and killed five people 
in the last decade, according to his 
spokesman.

“There are no plans to sever con-
tracts with the company at this time,” 
said Eric Phillips. “The mayor does 

not have a personal opinion about 
this company.”

Phillips relayed his boss’s com-
ments after Hizzoner — while tak-
ing questions at an unrelated press 
conference on April 12 — said he 
wasn’t aware of the trash collector’s 
 history of recklessness on the road , 
and promised to look into it in or-
der to form an opinion.

“I’m concerned about the issue, 
but I’m not familiar with the specif-
ics. So, this is one where I have to 
in a very straightforward way say I 

need to get you an answer because 
I don’t have the facts to be able to 
give you the full answer,” DeBlasio 
said. “Anything involving safety, I’m 
concerned about. We’re certainly not 
afraid to take aggressive action if 
there is a safety problem, but I need 
to get briefed on this before I can 
give you a good answer.”

The private hauler — which au-
thorities slapped with  nearly 2,000 
violations since 2012 , 342 of which 
are criminal —  raked in a whop-
ping $104,286,930 via city contracts 
since 2007 , records show.  

And less than a year ago, the 
firm racked up its latest fatality 
when one of its truckers  plowed 
into 27-year-old cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez in Greenpoint  while be-
hind the wheel without the proper 
license, then fled the scene.

Police issued that driver a sum-

mons four months after the deadly 
collision, and the district attorney 
 let the man off the hook in January  
after a separate investigation by his 
prosecutors did not find enough ev-
idence to convict him. 

The Police Department denied 
several requests for records from the 
Ramirez investigation filed under 
the Freedom of Information law, 
and this newspaper is still waiting 
for a response from officials about 
similar documents from the district 
attorney.

Deadly hauler is fi ne by him
Mayor has no opinion on trash company, ‘no plans’ to stop city from hiring it

Mayor DeBlasio said he has no personal opinion on private 
garbage collector Action Carting after promising to look 
into the company when asked about it at a press confer-
ence on April 12.
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BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Wells would you look at that!
A Downtown street may soon 

bear the name of a pioneering Af-
rican-American journalist who set-
tled in Kings County amid her ca-
reer using the pen to fight racism 
and champion civil rights.

The tribute recognizes how 
formative Ida B. Wells’s years in 
Brooklyn were in shaping the ac-
tivist’s work advocating for equal-
ity for all citizens, according to a 
historian who proposed the street 
co-naming.

“Her period in Brooklyn was 
very seminal in her life, but lit-
tle known,” said Jacob Morris, a 
Manhattan-based historian who 
has  successfully orchestrated the 
co-naming of dozens of city streets 
in honor of prominent black indi-
viduals . “It was here that she re-
ally grew as an advocate, thanks 
to all these fabulous women in 
Brooklyn.”

Members of Community Board 
2’s Transportation Committee on 
April 19 unanimously voted 10–0 
in favor of christening Gold Street 
between Myrtle Avenue and Wil-
loughby Street as “Ida B. Wells 
Place” in recognition of the Mis-
sissippi-born advocate’s brief resi-
dency on the block in the 1890s.

Morris first introduced the idea 

Road for a reformer
Street to be named for black activist-journalist

Local civic gurus voted to co-name Gold Street between 
Myrtle Avenue and Willoughby Street after journalist and 
civil-rights advocate Ida B. Wells, who lived on the block 
back in the 1890s.
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to Downtown Councilman Ste-
phen Levin back in 2016, and it 
quickly garnered a groundswell 
of support from other pols and of-
ficials including Borough Presi-

dent Adams, Crown Heights state 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton, and faculty 
at Medgar Evers College.

But the proposal sat on Levin’s 
desk for roughly two years until 

he kicked it over to the commu-
nity board the day of the Trans-
portation Committee’s vote.

Bigwigs at the Brooklyn Histor-
ical Society and Ida B. Wells Soci-
ety — an organization founded by 
black Brooklynite and journalist 
Nikole Hannah-Jones, with head-
quarters at Harvard University — 
also endorsed the co-naming pitch 
and confirmed Wells’s stint as a 
King Countian, according to a rep 
from Levin’s office.  

The influential investigative 
journalist — who, along with 
Brooklyn Bridge mastermind Em-
ily Roebling and other notable fe-
males, recently received an obit-
uary in the New York Times that 
honored her legacy long after her 
death — was born into slavery.

Years later, Wells moved to 
Tennessee, which she fled when 
a lynch mob that killed three of 
her friends turned its hatred to-
ward her, destroying her newspa-
per’s office after she reported on 
its deadly attacks.

Wells then lived on Gold Street, 
near where the Chase bank at the 
edge of MetroTech Center currently 
stands, and gave speeches to in-
spire fellow females in the area un-
til she married the editor of a Chi-
cago newspaper in 1895, according 
to information from Morris, which 
highlights the many accomplish-
ments she went on to achieve un-
til her death in 1931. 

“A beloved, brilliant, and com-
mitted lady whose writings, com-
positions, advocacy, and analysis 
heightened our understanding, as 
well as our history — she was 
a fine neighbor and member of 

See WELLS  on page 10

Deep in the drink
Eco-activist Christopher Swain swam the Gowanus Canal — again — on April 22 in a 
stunt to call attention to the channel’s slow-going scrub. And the water smelled as pun-
gent as he remembered — despite claims that its levels of feces decreased over recent 
years — according to Swain, who in 2015 became the first person to swim the length of 
the canal and once described paddling in it as “swimming through a dirty diaper.”
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HELLO CROWN HEIGHTS!

CARVER BANK HAS  
A BRAND NEW LOOK.
Visit our new state-of-the-art branch:
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Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 
to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into 

the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 
the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers 
finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a 
free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 
718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It was “nay” all the way.
Civic gurus on April 18 

unanimously rejected a real-
estate firm’s plan for a five-
building megadevelopment on 
the edge of Boerum Hill.

Members of Community 
Board 2’s Land Use Com-
mittee shot down the  con-
troversial  80 Flatbush proj-
ect — whose builder wants 
the city to green-light its up-
zoning application in order to 
erect 74- and 38-story towers 
as part of a complex that incor-
porates residential, commer-
cial, cultural, and classroom 
spaces on a lot bordered by 
Flatbush and Third avenues 
and State and Schermerhorn 
streets — in a 10–0 vote with 
one abstention.

Committee members 
charged the high-rises’ pro-
posed density — which is tri-
ple the size of what zoning laws 
currently allow on the lot — and 
height are both too large for 
structures in the low-rise neigh-

borhood, echoing other locals’ 
complaints that the develop-
ment’s size would be  “unprec-
edented”  for the enclave, and 
that its taller tower will  block 
precious light from green things 
growing in the community .   

The committee took little 
time to cast its vote, coming to 
a consensus roughly 15 min-
utes after first raising the pro-
posal as attendees applauded 
and cheered in support. 

The quick decision fol-
lowed two-and-a-half hours 
of members belaboring the de-
tails of other requests before 
them, which included mak-
ing minor tweaks to single-
family homes in the area, and 
altering an Adidas sign on a 
landmarked Fulton Street 
building.

Community Board 2’s full 
board will cast its advisory 
vote on the scheme on May 
9, about two weeks follow-
ing Borough President Ad-
ams’s April 30 public hearing 
on the proposal, after which 
he will issue his own rec-

CB2 committee votes down 
80 Flatbush development

ommendation. The upzon-
ing application then moves 
on to the City Planning Com-
mission, Council, and finally 
Mayor DeBlasio, who will 
ultimately decide its fate. 

80 Flatbush public hear-
ing at Borough Hall (209 Jo-
ralemon St. between Court 
Street and Brooklyn Bridge 
Boulevard in Downtown) on 
April 30 at 6 pm.

Community Board 2’s Land Use Committee voted 
10–0 against the rezoning application for 80 Flat-
bush, with one member abstaining.
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Giant killer

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the number-two time 
officials pooped on this pro-
moter’s party. 

The city pulled the plug on 
an April 21 bash planned for 
the bottom floor of a Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens residential 
building, denying the host’s 
second round of permit ap-
plications the day before the 
event.

Promoter Sonic Jungle 
— whose  attempt to throw a 
rager at the then in-construc-
tion 510 Flatbush Ave. last year 
was foiled  when this newspa-
per reported the outfit lacked 
the necessary permits — can-

celled its so-called “eco-fash-
ion show” hours before the soi-
rée after the Brooklyn head of 
the Department of Buildings 
refused to allow the party on 
a “bullshit technicality,” ac-
cording to organizers.

“They never mentioned the 
issue to us when we first ap-
plied,” said Andrew Goldin, 
founder of Sonic Jungle. “Our 
architect could’ve fixed it any 
moment.”  

But the Buildings Depart-
ment’s Brooklyn Borough 
Commissioner rejected the 
promoter’s second request 
because the booze and live-
music-packed affair defied 
regulations that stipulate the 

No-fun zone!
City rejects promoter’s 
second bash at PLG building

Sonic Jungle cancelled its rager after the city de-
nied its permits — for the second year in a row.
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mixed-use building’s ground 
floor be reserved for a medi-
cal office, according agency 
spokeswoman Abigail Kunitz, 
who said its first application 
had the same problem.   

Many residents, however, 
cheered news of the last-min-
ute cancellation, after claim-
ing their landlord refused to 

share any information about 
the bash before it was called 
off.

“Members of the tenants 
association were pretty happy 
it wasn’t happening,” said Jon-
athan Boucher. “We foresaw 
a lot of issues that weren’t ad-
dressed in terms of security 
and things like that.”
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Grand
Opening

Will your child be 5 by 
December 31, 2018?

Seats are available 
for 2018–19 

in the Catholic academies and parish 
schools in Queens and Brooklyn

To fi nd a school, visit 
www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/schools/fi nd-a-school

Tuition Assistance Available. Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org
Children of all faiths are welcome

Let your child take fl ight in a 
faith-based, caring environment

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This farm is planting new 
roots!

Members of a Clinton Hill 
co-operative market are clink-
ing glasses of kombucha be-
cause do-gooders donated 
enough cash for the store to 
set up shop inside a new space 
after its landlord sold its cur-
rent building last month.  

“We’re very excited — 
we want to make it better, 
more welcoming, and a real 
home,” said Lindsay Reich-
art, a manager and mem-
ber of the  Greene Hill Food 
Co-op , who lives in Bedford-
Stuyvesant. 

Leaders of the 10-year-old 
market — which enjoyed 15 
minutes of fame when televi-
sion series “Broad City” and 
its star Abbi Jacobson filmed 
inside the store for a recent 
season — are reconfigur-
ing its aisles and designing 
new displays to make their 
new spot even more shopper-
friendly than the Putnam Av-
enue space they’re vacating, 
according to Reichart. 

“We’re hoping to make 
it much more clear and ac-
cessible by incorporat-
ing a lot of signage for 

Fresh life for co-op
Evicted Clinton Hill market raises funds to relocate 

members,” she said. 
Co-op chiefs feared the 

worst for their organic-pro-
duce emporium when their 
landlord slipped them the 
eviction notice, and quickly 
started an  online fund-raising 
campaign  to raise green for a 

move, which received almost 
$40,000 since it launched in 
March. 

And the foodies hope to 
collect even more cash to 
help cover the cost of bring-
ing new refrigerators, cool-
ers, and shelves of fresh fruits 

Greene Hill Food Co-op member Lindsay Reichart 
said she is looking forward to opening the store in-
side its new Fulton Street space in June.
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and veggies to the market’s 
future home inside an old fur-
niture store on Fulton Street 
between Classon Avenue and 
Claver Place, according to Re-
ichart.

“We hit our minimum goal, 
but we still hope to surpass 
$50,000,” she said. “It’s a great 
location, but it needs quite a 
bit of work.”

Loyal patrons of Greene 
Hill Food Co-op — which now 
boasts more than 300 mem-
bers, some of whom also be-
long to Brooklyn’s original 
bastion of socialist shopping, 
the  Park Slope Food Co-op  — 
are hosting an April 30 fund-
raising bash featuring live mu-
sic, food, and an auction at a 
Clinton Hill bar, which they 
hope will rake in the extra 
money needed for the new lo-
cation’s transformation, Re-
ichart said.

“We’re looking forward to 
raising another chunk of funds 
to contribute to our buildout of 
Greene Hill 2.0,” she said. 

Greene Hill Food Co-op 
fund-raiser at C’mon Ev-
erybody (325 Franklin Ave. 
between Clifton Place and 
Greene Avenue in Clinton 
Hill) on April 30 from 7:30 
pm to 11 pm. $20.

ON THE RADIO:

Slope mom who loves Trump?
By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

Viva La Donald!
In a rambling interview 

that touched on lightening-
rod topics such as visiting To-
ronto, eating poutine at Mile 
End, enjoying coffee and real 
corned-beef hash at Dizzy’s, 
and being a squatter (or as they 
call it in Arizona, a home-
steader), Brooklyn Paper’s 
longtime “Fearless Parent-
ing” columnist finally ad-
mitted she appreciates the 
work of the 45th United States 
President.

“Love Trump,” Stephanie 

Thompson said while discuss-
ing the new federal tax laws. 
“Trump has stirred things up, 
and I appreciate what has hap-
pened in the world since he 
came on the scene.”

Thompson pointed out that 
her neighbors in Park Slope, 
where she has lived for 16 
years, loved watching and 
talking about The Donald’s 
television show, and that his 
popularity — driven home by 
his lifestyle — more than any-
thing led to his election.

“He has big gold towers 
that he owns, and big boobed 
women who he sleeps with, 

and that is all very cool,” she 
said. “That’s America. We got 
who we are. That’s something 
we all have to think about.”

But upon deeper question-
ing, Thompson dialed back 
her love for the orange man 
when considering whether or 
not he has the country’s best 
interests at heart.

“A lot of the principles on 
which he won were self-cen-
tered,” she said. “But I like to 
believe that he has a heart of 
gold, and that some of this is 
bluster to make us think.”

That was enough for 
Brooklyn Paper editor Vince 

DiMiceli to approve the above 
headline, but you’ll have to lis-
ten to find out just how much 
— or how little — Thomp-
son approves of the president’s 
performance.

So tune in now to find 
out — and to hear why a 
Fort Greene resident sus-
pects foreign agents hacked 
his website opposing a con-
troversial megadevelopment 
in Boerum Hill, which our 
hosts discussed on a second 
all-new episode. 

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday.
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Gala Apples $$149149
lb.lb.

ORGANIC

EBT

Cello Carrots

forfor55 $$199199
1 lb. Bag1 lb. Bag

4/25 7AM -4/30 7PM
SALE STARTS 26 2725 28 29 30

Doritos

GREAT DEAL!

$$66forfor22

Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

SPECIAL!

$$499499

Bartlett
Pears

$$129129
lb.lb.

ORGANIC

Red Delicious Apples

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

Green Peppers

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Cantaloupes

¢¢9999ea.ea.

Tomatoes
On the Vine

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Seedless
Watermelons

4949¢¢
lb.lb.

Broccoli
$$55forfor44

Kiwi Fruit

forfor1010$$199199

Turkish Apricots
$$299299

lb.lb.

Swiss Cheese

$$499499
lb.lb.

Yogurt

$$22forfor44
D

Rice Pudding
$$299299

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

���������	
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���������	���
with  GPS!

�������������	

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

HELP!
Get HELP fast, 24/7, 

anywhere with ���

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Some villain attacked a 
man with a belt near Metro-
Tech Center on April 13, po-
lice said.

The 26-year-old victim told 
cops he was near Jay Street 
around 9 am when the snake 
came up to him and struck him 
with a belt buckle, leaving a 
gash on his head.

Subway savage 
Cops cuffed a guy for slash-

ing someone in the arm with 
a knife on April 17 while 
aboard a subway near Wil-
loughby Street. 

The 39-year-old victim told 
police he was on a Bay Ridge–
bound R train near Lawrence 
Street around 3:10 pm when 
the suspect hopped on and 
the two started arguing about 
a seat.

The verbal dispute esca-
lated, and then the suspect 
slashed the man in the left 
arm with a switchblade, of-
ficials said.

Cashed out 
Police arrested a guy for 

stealing a wad of cash from 
a Henry Street restaurant on 
April 16. 

The suspect kicked his way 
into the eatery near Cranberry 
Street around 5 am and then 
ran out with $800 from the 

Brute beats man with belt buckle

cash register, cops said.

Stolen data 
Authorities arrested a guy 

for stealing a victim’s two lap-
tops from his office on Jay 
Street sometime between 
April 13 and 16.

The suspect broke into the 
building near Plymouth Street 
and stole an Apple MacBook 
Pro and a Lenovo laptop, of-
ficials said. 

Gym rat 
A punk stole a guy’s wal-

let from his locker at an At-
lantic Avenue gym on April 
12, police said.

The victim told cops he 
left his wallet in an unlocked 
locker inside the fitness cen-
ter near Court Street around 4 
pm before going for a swim, 
and when he got back an 
hour later, his billfold con-
taining his credit card, driv-
er’s license, and MetroCard 
was gone. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Horsin’ around
Some crook stole a guy’s 

horse statue from his S. Ox-

ford Street apartment on April 
15, cops said. 

The 67-year-old victim told 
police he invited two guests 
to his apartment near Lafay-
ette Avenue around 6 pm, and 
when they left at 11 pm, his 
bronze steed was gone. 

Up in smoke
A lout swiped a bunch of 

cigarettes from a Myrtle Av-
enue pharmacy on April 18, 
police said. 

The baddie broke into the 
store near Adelphi Street 
around 1 am and ran out 
with several different packs 
of smokes, according to au-
thorities. 

What a tool! 
A thief stole a bunch of 

tools from an Atlantic Ave-
nue construction site some-
time overnight on April 15, 
officials said. 

The sneak entered through 
the site’s locked gates near 
Grand Avenue sometime be-
tween 1 pm and 8 am, and 
ran off with a Bosch breaking 
hammer and a DeWalt grinder, 
according to a report.

Not so pie-us
A punk stole a woman’s 

wallet on Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension on April 9 and used 
its contents to buy pizza, po-
lice said.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops on April 16 that 
she realized her wallet con-
taining her credit cards, debit 
cards, identification card, 
and MetroCard went miss-
ing near Fulton Street around 
2:45 pm, and that some jerk 
then ordered $45 worth of 
pizza from Dominos. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Nailed 
Cops busted a woman for 

allegedly stealing more than 
100 bottles of nail polish from 
a Flatbush Avenue chain store 
on April 11.

An employee told police 
the suspect was spotted at-
tempting to smuggle 111 bot-
tles of the finger lacquer from 
the big-box retailer near At-
lantic Avenue at 4:55 pm.

Police nabbed her that day, 
charging the suspect with 
grand larceny, cops said.

Zoomed away
Someone drove off with a 

man’s Toyota Camry he left 
double parked — with keys 
in the ignition — on Fifth Av-
enue on April 15.

The victim told authori-
ties he left his car running be-
tween Ninth and 10th streets 
to dash into a nearby smoke 
shop at 9:10 am, and returned  
a few minutes later to find his 
imported sedan stolen.

Car lark
Cops arrested two men who 

they said rode away with a 
man’s car he parked inside 
a Fourth Avenue garage on 
April 13.

The suspects made their 
way into the garage between 
Third and Sixth streets at 4:23 
pm, before hopping inside the 
victim’s 2001 Camry, which 
they found unlocked and with 
the keys inside, according to 
police.

Authorities caught up with 
the suspects the following day, 
charging them with grand lar-
ceny auto, officials said.

Bye, baby seat
A thief pedaled away with 

a man’s bike equipped with 
a baby seat that he locked to 
a Flatbush Avenue bike rack 
on April 13.

The victim told cops he 
chained up his bike near Plaza 
Street West at 6:30 pm, and 
returned five minutes later to 
find his and his baby’s ride 
nabbed.

Puff, puff, perp
Police busted a man for al-

legedly smoking pot on Car-
roll Street on April 12.

The arresting officer said 
he was between Bond and 
Nevins streets at 2:05 pm 
when he spotted the suspect 
puffing away on a “marijuana 
cigarette” in full view of the 
public. — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Drug bust
A man tried to flee from 

officers when they found him 
with marijuana and heroin in-
side a car on 90th Street on 
April 21, cops said. 

Officers reported finding 

the man in a 2018 Infiniti be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues just after 1:45 am, when 
they approached the car be-
cause it was blocking a fire 
hydrant.

They then smelled the 
reefer, and when the man 
stepped out of the vehicle, 
he threw a plastic straw to 
the ground and kicked it un-
der the car, according to a 
report. 

When the officers recov-
ered the straw, they found her-
oin residue on it, and more her-
oin in the car and in his sock, 
according to authorities. 

The man then refused to 
put his hands behind his back, 
flailed his arms, and tried to 
flee, officers reported.  

Spent
A liar stole a Shore Road 

resident’s debit-card in-
formation and made with-
drawals valued at more than 
$2,100 from cash machines 
on April 16. 

The perp stole the info 
from the man, who lives at 
68th Street, and obtained the 
cash just before midnight, po-
lice said. 

The victim is still in pos-
session of his card, accord-
ing to a report.

Scratch attack 
Police arrested a man 

who they said grabbed and 
scratched a woman inside 
a 78th Street building on 
April 18. 

The assault occurred be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues around 3 pm, and left the 
woman with redness and pain 
to her left shoulder and neck, 
according to authorities.

Window shopper 
A burglar shattered a win-

dow of a woman’s car parked 
on 82nd Street on April 20 
and stole her purse contain-
ing $400 and her credit cards 
from within the vehicle. 

The car was parked be-
tween 13th and 14th avenues, 
and the theft occurred around 
2:30 pm, police said.

Speed demon
Authorities arrested a man 

for speeding in his car on 13th 
Avenue on April 21, and found 
him in possession of mari-
juana and cocaine.

Police apprehended the 
man at 79th Street around 
10:15 pm, according to a re-
port. 

The suspect is known to 
be affiliated with a gang, ac-
cording to officials.

Beat down
A trio of baddies assaulted 

a man on Fifth Avenue on 
April 22. 

The nogoodniks ap-
proached the man at 67th 
Street around 12:30 am, 
when two of them punched 
him in the face repeatedly and 
kicked him in the legs, caus-
ing injuries, according to au-
thorities. 

Big phony
A lout tried to swindle a 

Seventh Avenue gas station 
employee with a fake $100 
bill after filling his tank with 
fuel on April 22.

The perp arrived at the sta-
tion between 85th and 86th 
streets around  5:30 pm, when 
he tried to pay with the fake 
cash, and then left without 
paying when a worker refused 
the fake green, cops said.  
 — Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops busted a man sus-
pected of brutally slashing 
another guy and leaving him 
for dead on a Borough Park 
street on April 22.

The victim told police 
he noticed the 21-year-old 
suspect and two other men 
following him down 14th 
Avenue near Church Ave-
nue at 3:55 am, when one of 
the trio hurled a brick that 
hit him in the back of the 
head and sent him flying to 
the pavement, according to 
court documents.

The three men then beat 
the victim and stabbed him 
several times in the back 
with a knife, before leav-
ing him on the blacktop in a 
pool of his own blood, court 
documents show.

An eyewitness described 
the victim as a senior and 
claimed the attack fol-
lowed a dispute between 
the man and the suspects, 

which turned violent after 
the victim fell while chas-
ing the trio on foot.

“First the older man ran 
after them, and they ran 
away, but then he tripped,” 
said Joseph Friedman, who 
was in town visiting from 
upstate New York. “They 
had a bat, and they started 
beating him.”

A good Samaritan be-
hind the wheel of a Ford 
Explorer eventually pulled 
up and chased the suspects 
away, according to Fried-
man, who said the experi-
ence scarred him.

“I was really traumatized, 
I couldn’t sleep, ” he said.

Paramedics rushed the 
wounded man to Maimo-
nides Medical Center for 
treatment, according to of-
ficials, who said the victim 
is in stable condition. 

Police caught the suspect 
hours after the attack, cops 
said, but his two accomplices 
remain at large.

Cops cuff suspect 
in B’Park stabbing



Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings April 27–May 3, 2018(718) 260–2500

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s written a book that spans the 
years!

A comic book writer has turned from 
heroics to history, penning a graphic novel 
about the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the true story behind the husband-and-
wife duo who raised the steel. Writer Peter 
Tomasai, best known for writing about heroes 
Green Lantern and Batman and Robin, said 
that he was drawn to the story of Washing-
ton and  Emily Roebling  when he first heard 
about it in the 1990s, but he was spurred to 
write “The Bridge: How the Roeblings Con-
nected Brooklyn to New York” by the 2001 
attacks on the World Trade Center.

“I ended up discovering the Brooklyn 
Bridge and its history, and it was more 
dramatic than I could’ve possibly imag-
ined — an epic American story, wrapped 
in a love story,” said Tomasai. 
“There was this 
dest ruction 
all around us 
[in 2001], es-
pecially as 
New Yorkers, 
and I wanted 
to write a story 
about hope and 
construction — 
about building. It 
just made me stop 
procrastinating and 
say ‘Let me write 
this now and get it 
made.’ ”

The book details 
the tragedies and tri-
umphs of the 13-year 
construction of the bridge, including the 
illness and injuries facing both Washington 
and the workers who finished the bridge 
under Emily’s direction, and ends with the 
celebration of its completion — an enor-
mous feat for the time, said Tomasai. 

“When you think about it in that period 
of time, the amount of construction and 
amazing engineering, it was really like go-
ing to the moon in 1870,” he said. 

Tomasai relied on newspapers for re-
search, and also trekked upstate to con-
sult the Roebling archive at the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, where Washington 
Roebling studied, to examine the couple’s 
letters and journals. The research process 
helped put him in the mindset of the pe-
riod, he said. 

“That really helped a lot — being able to 
go through the archives and go through boxes 
and boxes of materials,” he said. “You feel 
like you’re a citizen of New York in the late 
1800s — you’re kind of going along for the 
ride. You know the bridge is up, but you’re 

on the journey to make the bridge.”
After writing the story as a screenplay, 

Tomasi eventually turned it into a form 
he was more familiar with — a 200-page 

comic book, recruiting illustrator Sara Du-
Vall to bring the characters to life on the 
page. DuVall said they studied the Roe-
blings extensively, and practiced drawing 
the bridge almost constantly during the 
year-and-a-half drawing period. 

“I was just able to bring the characters 
to life in my own way — by the end I was 
so familiar with this story that I couldn’t 
imagine a time where I didn’t know every 
single thing about these people, and I could 
draw the bridge in my sleep,” they said.

“The Bridge” is available in bookstores 
now. $24.99.

Play, Boy!

They’re not the boys from Oz!
The Brooklyn surf rock band Boytoy will launch 

its second album with a party at Bushwick’s Se-
cret Project Robot on April 27. But those looking 
for background on the all-girl group from Kings 
County may get confused — its official website 
is minimal, and its  Bandcamp page  from 2014 
claims the band is from Tasmania. 

“For some reason, when we started our Band-
camp page our origin came up as Australia — 
and we couldn’t figure out how to change it,” said 
singer and guitarist Saara Untracht-Oakner, who 
lives in Bushwick (pictured above, left). 

Boytoy toured with legendary Aussie band 
Midnight Oil in 2017, but that is its only con-
nection Down Under, she said. 

But there is nothing confusing about Boytoy’s 
music. The band churns out exciting, catchy tunes, 
and it draws equally from punk’s stripped-down 
energy and classic pop, said its singer.

“I’ve always really appreciated a good, solid 
pop song,” says Untracht-Oakner. “But we’re a 
rock and roll band.”

Untracht-Oakner started the group in 2012 
with guitarist Glenn Van Dyke (pictured above, 
right), and after some lineup changes, Boytoy 
coalesced around those two, drummer Chase 
Noelle, and bassist Lena Simon. 

The band’s early work has strong appeal — 
check out 2014’s “ Shallow Town ” for proof — 
but its latest album, “Night Leaf,” showcases a 
much more assured, confident, and relaxed band. 
The confidence, Untracht-Oakner says “comes 
from just growing together as a band.” 

And the relaxed vibe of Boytoy’s new music 
might be a product of the bohemian enclave outside 
Santa Monica where the record was made. 

“We recorded ‘Night Leaf’ in Topanga Can-
yon,” Untracht-Oakner says. “We’d surf in the 
morning and then record on this ranch with an-
imals all around.” 

But at the launch party for “Night Life” this 
weekend, do not look for the album on compact disc 
— it is only available digitally and on vinyl. 

“Vinyl is the ultimate,” says Untracht-
Oakner. “It feels the most real and the most 
immortal.”

Boytoy with Metalleg and the Muckers at 
Secret Project Robot (1186 Broadway between 
Lafayette Avenue and Van Buren Street in Bush-
wick, www.secretprojectrobot.org). April 27 at 
11 pm. $10.  — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

Word’s pick – “Catalina,” 
by Liska Jacobs

With her debut novel “Catalina,” Liska Ja-
cobs has rightly earned her comparisons to Joan 
Didion and Jean Rhys. 
Protagonist Elsa is still 
reeling from the loss of 
her job and the end of 
her affair with her mar-
ried boss. She decamps 
to her native Los Ange-
les for a weekend sail-
ing trip with friends (her 
ex-husband and his new 
girlfriend among them) 
and attempts to forget her 
loneliness with lots of 
pills, drinking, and sex. 
But this is much more than a story of a woman 
on the edge — it is a vivid and ultimately femi-
nist exploration of modern womanhood and class. 
Jacobs’ writing is lush and beautifully detailed, 
and I cannot wait for what she writes next.

— Cait Mullen, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick – 
“Men and Apparitions,” by Lynne Tillman

Equal parts cultural criticism and coming-of-age 
story, Lynne Tillman’s genre-defying new novel 

“Men and Apparitions” 
narrates the youth and ca-
reer of Ezekiel Hooper 
Stark, an ethnographer 
of family photographs. 
In fluid prose, Tillman 
mines our collective ob-
session with images, and 
the ways in which we lo-
cate ourselves in media 
and memory.

— Samuel Partal, 
Community Bookstore 
[43 Seventh Ave. be-

tween Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ook-
st ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick – 
“Hello Hello,” by Brendan Wenzel

“Hello Hello” is a delight for children and 
adults alike. This clever, vibrant introduction 
to the diversity of 
the animal king-
dom has enough 
hidden detail to 
satisfy the most 
voracious repeat 
reader. Its simple 
refrain combines 
with unexpected 
rhymes, opposites, shapes, and colors to create 
a perfect fit for the 3–5 crowd, and an illustrated 
index listing every creature with its conservation 
category calls out to the curious and concerned 
of any age. Wenzel’s expressive, practically ad-
dictive mixed-media animal artwork is all over 
this book, right down to the end-papers and — 
underneath the jacket — embossed on the front 
cover. It’s a gift that keeps on giving.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

A
ll Eyes on the band!

A band of brothers will bring a 
countrified cabaret of songs about 

queer cowboys, bedroom fires, and elec-
toral politics to Williamsburg’s Union 
Pool on May 2. The simple acoustic gui-
tar, bass, and drums of the Horse-Eyed 
Men will give Brooklynites a break from 
the hustle and bustle of urban life for a 
night, said the group’s guitarist.

“It’s nice to play wooden instruments 
in a concrete context,” said Noah Har-
ley, a former Red Hooker. “So much 
of what’s going on in the city feels like 
screaming into a hurricane.”

Horse-Eyed Men, a Providence band 
that consists of Noah and his little brother 
Dylan Harley, along with bassist Ken 
Woodward, will open for folk star Willy 
Mason, and then back up his later set. 

The guitar-playing brother said he 

is excited to play the band’s artisanal 
brand of country and Americana at the 
beloved watering hole. 

“We’re trying to make hand-made mu-
sic,” said Harley. “I feel like a lot of the 
music today, you can’t really tell what 
instruments are being played.”

The brothers are influenced by cabaret, 
and the show alternates between songs, 

back-stories, and banter. Their brotherly 
relationship makes the chatty back-and-
forth come naturally, he said.

“There’s a weird, synergetic, freaky 
sibling thing going on,” he said. “The 
cabaret element is Dylan and mine’s 
relationship.”

The music also alternates between 
humorous and serious topics. The tune 
“Come On Cowboy,” for instance, spoofs 
the machismo of contemporary country 
music by telling the story of two cow-
boys hooking up in a bar. 

“If the boot fits, wear it, don’t ask 
why,” the song goes. “Come on, cow-
boy — let’s take a ride.”

More serious songs discuss the elec-
tion of Donald Trump and political kid-
nappings in Bolivia, where Harley has 
worked. The song “The Hired Hand” 
describes a love letter a woman wrote 
to her disappeared husband in Bolivia in 
the ’80s, and Harley explains the story 
before launching into the tune. 

“We build up the myth of the song a 
bit,” said Harley.

Country music may seem like an odd fit 
for the hip Williamsburg bar, but the band 
likes playing at Union Pool because of its 
old school qualities, said Harley. 

“It has a cabaret quality and a little 
bit of a speakeasy vibe,” he said.

The Horse-Eyed Men with Willy Ma-
son at Union Pool (484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484, www.union-pool.com). May 
2 at 8 pm. $15 ($12 in advance).

Sketching up
Graphic novel shows how Brooklyn Bridge was built

Horse power!
Country band Horse-Eyed Men 
tells stories at Union Pool show

said Tomasai. 
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Swing high: (Pictured clockwise from 
top) An engineer demonstrates the 
strength of the wire cables in a scene 
from the graphic novel “The Bridge,” 
drawn by Sara DuVall. Comic book 
writer Peter Tomasai stands in front 
of the Brooklyn Bridge. The book 
was published on April 17.
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Looking out: A duo of brothers from Providence (pictured 
above and at right) make up the Horse Eyed Men, along with 
non-sibling Ken Woodward. The band will play its own set, 
then back up folk musician Willy Mason on May 2.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 27

Nerdy 
minds
A longbox-worth of 
geeky, gorgeous 
ladies will kick off the 
Nerdlesque Festival 
tonight with an Open-
ing Show that fea-
tures a tribute to alien 
women, a perfor-
mance from founder 
Lefty Lucy as Batman 
villain the Riddler, a 
stripping Ewok, and a 
collection of comic 
book and cartoon 
characters taking off 
their outfits in style.

8:30 pm at Coney Island 
USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th St. in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 
$40 ($30 in advance, $55 
VIP).

SATURDAY
April 28

Cherry 
bomb
Nerds, this is your 
weekend! The two-day 
Sakura Matsuri festival 
of anime and Japanese 
culture festival starts 
today! The show will 
feature a “Naruto” 
dance party, stage 
combat with Samurai 
Sword Soul, manga 
demonstrations by 
Misako Rocks, and tra-
ditional taiko drum-
ming (pictured), tea 
ceremonies, and a Jap-
anese market.

10 am–6 pm at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 
Washington Ave. between 
President and Carroll 
streets in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 623–7200, www.bbg.
org]. $30 ($25 students and 
seniors, kids free). 

SUNDAY
April 29

Day for 
knights
Modern world too 
much for you? Then 
return to the idyllic 
Middle Ages, a land of 
knights, minstrels, and 
bubonic plague. The 
Picnic in the Ruins, 
hosted by the Society 
for Creative Anachro-
nism, will feature 
plenty of the first two 
and none of the latter! 
There will be combat, 
medieval crafts, 
songs, and — if you 
bring a dish to share 
— a royal feast!

2–5 pm at the Grecian 
Pavilion in Prospect Park 
(near Parkside Ave and 
Parade Place in Flatbush, 
www.eastkingdom.org). 
Free.

TUESDAY
May 1

Junk male
Men! Who can 
fathom the thought 
process of these mys-
terious, exotic crea-
tures? At tonight’s 
talk “Inside the Male 
Brain: Toxic Masculin-
ity and #MeToo,” a 
journalist, a psycholo-
gist, and the director 
of Men’s Studies at 
Stony Brook will dis-
cuss male anger (pic-
tured), and the 
causes of male vio-
lence and sexual 
harassment. 

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. 
$5.

WEDNESDAY
May 2

Gutter press
When on Brooklyn 
Paper Radio last 
week, comedian Mike 
Lebowitz (pictured)
promised that all visi-
tors to “Comedians 
You Should Know” 
get the white-glove 
treatment. So enjoy 
the good life and 
comedy from Emma 
Willmann, Chris 
Thayer, and music 
duo Reformed 
Whores, and more!

9 pm at the Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585, thegutter-
brooklyn.com]. $10 ($5 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 27
ART, PARK SLOPE ART EXHIBIT: 

Check out oil paintings, watercolors, 
prints, illustrations, collages, and 
more from 19 members of the Park 
Slope-Windsor Terrace Artist group. 
Free. 1–7 pm. Ossam Gallery [300 
Seventh St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (917) 
974–9119], www.artspswt.com. 

MARKET, WFMU RECORD FAIR: More 
than 200 record dealers will sell vinyl, 
CDs, DVDs, and books; plus fi lms, 
live performances, and live WFMU 
broadcasts! $7 ($25 for full week-
end). 4 pm. Brooklyn Expo Center 
(72 Noble St. at Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint). 

ART, ART OPENING: “Re: Entry,” a 
solo exhibition by Heather Rae Hat-
ton. Free. 6 pm. Space 776 (229 Cen-
tral Avenue between Stanhope and 
Himrod Streets in Bushwick), www.
space776.com. 

MUSIC, SPRING ACOUSTIC SOUL 
SESSIONS: An intimate show with 
singer-songwriters Happy Accident, 
Jeanette Berry, Lee Mo, and Jade 
Zabric. $15. 6:30 pm. The Draw-
ing Room (56 Willoughby St. #3, 
between Jay and Lawrence streets 
in Downtown), www.drawingroom-
music.com. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: The Royal 
Shakespeare Company presents the 
tragic play about a king who loses his 
kingdom and then his mind, played 
by Sir Antony Sher. $35–$135. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS DANCE 
GROUP, PROGRAM A: The com-
pany performs “Lou 100: In Honor 
of the Divine Mr. Harrison,” works all 
performed to the music of the late 
Lou Harrison, Morris’s friend and 
collaborator. $75. 7:30 pm. Mark 
Morris Dance Group [3 Lafayette 
Ave. between Nostrand Avenue and 
Bedford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.markmorris-
dancegroup.org. 

DANCE, (RE)SOURCE: A dance and 
performance piece by Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange Artist-in-Residence Maria 
Bauman. $10–$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange (421 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth Streets in 
Park Slope), www.bax.org. 

SAT, APRIL 28
THEATER, “SET IT OFF”: A new stage 

adaptation of the hit 1996 heist fi lm. 
$69–$79. 3 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, “MADE IN BROOKLYN... 
BOUND FOR BROADWAY”: Tony 
Award winner and Brooklyn native 
Randy Graff performs Broadway 
hits. $32–$37. 8 pm. On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS DANCE 
GROUP, PROGRAM A: 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, April 27. 

MUSIC, NEWPOLI, DOLUNAY: The 
Turkish and Mediterranean bands 
share a bill. $12. 8 pm. Jalopy The-
atre [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MARKETS, PROSPECT HEIGHTS 
PLANT SALE: Prospect Heights 
Community Farm’s annual plant sale, 
selling vegetables, herbs, and fl ow-
ers. Free. 10 am–6 pm. Prospect 
Heights Community Farm (252-256 
Saint Marks Ave. between Vander-
bilt and Underhill avenues in Pros-
pect Heights), www.phcfarm.com. 

FAMILY, TUFFY TIGER’S FAMILY 
DAY: A day fi lled with music, arts 
and crafts, games, and puppets 
—including Tuffy Tiger! Free (some 
activities $2–$5). 11 am–3 pm. Near 
the Old Stone House [Fifth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3703], www.puppetryarts.org. 

DINING, CINNAMON TOAST 
BRUNCH AND CAN RELEASE: 
Coney Island Brewery releases 
its newest beer, Cinnamon Toast 
Kölsch! Served with a brunch menu 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT OUTTA 

BROOKLYN BOXING: Daniel Ja-
cobs v Maciej Sulecki. $49–$357. 
Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With opening act 

Blackbear. $45–$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Charlie 
Wilson, Kem, Boyz II Men, and 
Joe . $66–$156. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

FESTIVAL: With Bad Bunny, Miky 
Woodz, Liro Shaq, and many 
more. $76–$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Oscar D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many more. $71–
$146. 8 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Apply directly to the forehead: Brooklyn native Daniel Ja-
cobs, right, will face off against Maciej Sulecki on April 28 for 
a shot at the middleweight title.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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A New Production of Shakespeare’s Perfect Comedy
from the Tony-Nominated Director of The 39 Steps

BY William SShhakkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssspppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
DIRECTED BY MMarrrrrrriiiiiiiaaaaa AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttttttkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

THREE WEEKS ONLY!  
MAY 10-27, 2018

� �

TICKETS BY PHONE: 866.811.4111  OR ONLINE:
WWW.THEACTINGCOMPANY.ORG

 $55*    T I C K E T S

    

For Shows 
Through  5/13 
USE CODE BKP155

O R D E R  N O W  A N D  S A V E !

 $60*    
T I C K E T S

For Tue-Thur Shows 
Through 5/24
USE CODE BKP160

POLONSKY SHAKESPEARE CENTER 
262 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN

DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PPHHHHHHOTO: LIAM BILLINGHAM

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
his play showed up on a 
wing and a prayer!

A freshly-hatched, 
modernized version of the 
ancient Greek comedy “The 
Birds” will migrate to Dumbo 
next week. The satire about 
a democracy starring gods, 
men, and birds, written by 
Aristophanes in 414 BC, will 
land at St. Ann’s Warehouse 
on May 2 for a two-week run. 
But this production, adapted 
by playwright Nikos Karath-
anos in 2016, gives the play a 
shiny new setting and an op-
timistic ending that was only 
hinted at in the original, said 
the curator of a festival cele-
brating the show.

“This adaptation is very 
different from the original 
— the original is black in 
its outcome and its conclu-
sion is that men are corrupt 
and can’t build a society,” said 
Violaine Huisman. “The play 
at St. Ann’s imagines a happy 
ending, where birds, gods, and 
men are happy and can coex-

ist in a utopian world, and it’s 
aesthetically perfect.”

The play, which is at the 
center of a city-wide series of 
events titled “Birds: A Festi-
val Inspired by Aristophanes,” 
follows two men who leave the 
corrupt democracy of Athens 

and seek to create a utopian 
society among the clouds. 

The colorful, music-filled 
production was hatched in 
Greece, and features a cast 
of 19 in beachwear — and 
sometimes much less (it is 
not a family-friendly produc-

tion). The actors perform in 
Greek, with English super-
titles for the American au-
dience. But nothing will get 
lost in translation, said Hu-
isman — the play’s humor 
is universal.

“It’s meant be a comedy and 

it’s meant to be funny,” she said. 
“It’s very playful and even in 
the translation, you’ll be able 
to tell the playfulness in and 
around the language.”

And modern American au-
diences may find some par-
allels between the play and 
headlines about a former real-
ity-television star-turned Pres-
ident, said the curator.

“This story is very rele-
vant to contemporary soci-
ety because it questions the 
things we face daily, like cor-
ruption in democracy and a 
desire for peace and a uto-
pia, even if it’s just in our 
minds,” said Huisman. “The 
original was made at a time 
in ancient Greece when pol-
itics and entertainment were 
merged together, something 
important about the interpre-
tation of the play.”

“The Birds” at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [45 Water St. 
between New Dock and Old 
Dock streets in Dumbo, (718) 
254–8779, www.stannsware-
house.org]. May 2–13; Tue–
Sat at 7:30 pm; Sun at 5 pm. 
$36–$56.

‘The Birds’ of paradise
Greek comedy gets a new, idyllic ending

Flying high: The Greek production of “The Birds” will have its American debut 
at St. Ann’s Warehouse on May 2.
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For the 
‘Birds’

There are plenty of birds of 
a feather flocking to Brooklyn! 
To celebrate the arrival of the 
Greek comedy “The Birds,” 
at St. Ann’s Warehouse, the 
Dumbo theater has organized 
a whole series of events cele-
brating the play’s author. 

“Birds: A Festival Inspired by 
Aristophanes” features avian-
oriented art, talks, and activi-
ties all over the borough. Here 
are a few highlights:

In the nest
The garden and lobby of St. Ann’s 

Warehouse will be filled with a visual 
and audio art exhibit inspired by the 
play, titled “Nature of Justice: On The 

Birds.” The artwork, created by both 
Brooklyn and Greek artists, will re-
main up during the run of the show, 
and its curator will host a discussion 
of the art on May 7 at 7 pm. 

“Nature of Justice: On The 
Birds” at St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[45 Water St. at Old Dock Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779, www.
stannswarehouse.org]. On display 
May 3–13. Free. 

Bird’s eye views
Get a glimpse of the feathered 

friends who symbolize freedom 
at “Pigeon Toes: Bird Walk.” Paul 
Sweet, an ornithologist with the 
American Museum of Natural His-
tory, will lead a series of 90-min-
ute walks through Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, pointing out the many species 
in Brooklyn’s Front Yard. Bring bin-
oculars and comfortable shoes!

Bird Walks in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park (meet at Jane’s Carousel in 
Empire Fulton Ferry State, be-

tween New Dock and Main streets 
in Dumbo, www.onassisusa.org/
events/festival/birds). May 5 at 8 
am; 11:30 am; and 3:30 pm. Short 
trips for kids 6–12 (accompanied by 
adults) at 10 am and 2 pm. Free.

Hatch game
A puppet-maker and composer 

team up to create “Birdheart,” (pic-
tured left) a theater piece that uses 
brown paper and shadows to tell 
the story of a lonely creature that 
hatches from an egg and transforms 
into something that can fly.

“Birdheart” at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, www.
brooklynmuseum.org]. May 19 at 4 
pm. Free with $16 suggested mu-
seum admission.

Making wing
Kids can learn how to make 

puppets and bird-like figures at 
this afternoon of family-friendly 
craft activities, storytelling, and 
dance,  featuring a performance 
from the band Shine & The Moon-
beam at 3 pm. 

“Bring the Cool: Express Your-
self! Cool Culture Family Festival” 
at the Brooklyn Museum. June 16, 
noon–4 pm. Free.
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Our Perspective

Outrage at Union Busting 
Gay-Owned Adult Boutique
By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union

I n June of 2017, the employees 
of Pleasure Chest stores voted 
unanimously to join the RWDSU. But 

their owner, a wealthy gay man who 
lives in L.A., has fought them every step 
of the way, dragging out first contract 
negotiations for nearly a year and refusing 
to agree to even the most basic safety 
provisions and trainings for his largely 
LGBTQ workforce to choose union 
representation. He’s gone so far to hire 
one of the most notorious and expensive 
anti-union law firms, Jackson Lewis, to 
fight his workers’ contract needs.

It’s a shocking blow to workers who 
are seeking much more than just improved 
wages and benefits. The sex toy industry 
is rife with workplace issues, including 
sexual harassment and even physical 
assault. A union voice can make a huge 
difference toward making workers in adult 
toy stores safer and more secure.

One has to look no further than the 
case of Babeland – another queer-owned 
chain of adult toy stores in New York City 
– to see the difference. Babeland workers 
won RWDSU membership in 2016, and 
have secured a strong first contract that 
not only improves wages and benefits, it 
created safety protocols in the workplace 
that address the many issues these retail 
workers face, and workers have won 
increased pay and hours. 

The workers at Pleasure Chest want 
the same kind of protection, they are 
demanding it, but it’s also their right. 

They’ve continued fighting, by protesting 
and even engaging in a Black Friday 
work stoppage. Their boss responded 
not by addressing his workers’ safety 
needs, but by filing a frivolous charge at 
the National Labor Relations Board that 
would have allowed him to fire workers 
who participated in the strike. The flimsy 
charges were soon dismissed by the 
regional labor board, but Pleasure Chest 
has now appealed his charges to the 
Trump-controlled NLRB in Washington, 
D.C.

Union-busting is always troubling, 
but in this case, it is even more so. It’s 
an outrage that a gay man running a 
supposedly inclusive non-judgmental 
sex toy shop would appeal to the Trump 
administration for help in repressing 
the rights and potentially firing his own 
employees, who are mostly low wage 
trans and gender non-conforming people 
of color, just because they wanted to be 
safe while doing their very difficult and 
emotionally intimate jobs. 

The workers aren’t going to stop 
fighting, and neither 
is their union. Like so 
many other workers, 
their fight for justice 
is all of our fight – for 
fairness, for justice, 
and for equality.

www.rwdsu.org
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and cereal bar. $25. 11 am–1 
pm. Coney Island Brewery 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandbeer.com. 

ART, SOUTH SLOPE STUDIO 
TOUR: More than 50 art-
ists open their studios for 
weekend visitors. Free. 1–6 
pm. MadArts (255 18th St. 
between Fifth and Sixth Av-
enues in Park Slope), www.
artspswt.com. 

DANCE, STEP AFRIKA!: A tra-
ditional step-dance perfor-
mance. $35. 3 pm and 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

FILM, MOULIN ROUGE SING-
ALONG: Includes costume 
contest, dance-off, and 
trivia. $15 ($12 in advance). 
8:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], thebellhouseny.com. 

SUN, APRIL 29
TOUR, WALKING TOUR OF 

DOWNTOWN BROOK-
LYN JEWISH HISTORIC 
POINTS: The Brooklyn Jew-
ish Historical Initiative spon-
sors a walking tour. $20. 1 
pm. (Cadman Plaza West at 
Clark Street in Downtown), 
www.brooklynjewish.org. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
DANCE GROUP, PRO-
GRAM B: The company 
performs a collection of 
solos, duets and trios, in-
cluding the world premiere 
of the piece “Little Britten” 
and “Old Seville,” with Mor-
ris as a castanet player. $75. 
3 pm. Mark Morris Dance 
Group [3 Lafayette Ave. 
between Nostrand Avenue 
and Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

MUSIC, PHALANX TRIO AND 
KUSH: $15. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lin-
coln and Saint Johns plaes 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, “SWING ALONG 
BROADWAY”CONCERT: 
This two-hour program of 
classic and contemporary 
Broadway selections, pre-
sented by Regina Opera 
Company, also features 
Spanish and Italian songs. 
$15 ($5 teens; kids free). 3 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School Auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

COMEDY, “DEAD MEET” 
LIVE SHOW!: The pod-
cast about suburban dog 
groomers, played by Mag-
gie Widdoes and Jaime 
Lutz, who contact the dead 

celebrities, has a live show. 
Tonight’s ghosts will be por-
trayed by comedians Nicole 
Silverberg, Keisha Zollar, 
and James Dwyer. $10 ($6 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MARKETS, GOWANUS SWIM 
SOCIETY SPRING MAR-
KET: Shopping and drinks. 
Each vendor will be donat-
ing a percent of profi ts to 
a charity of their choice. 
Free. 1 pm. Dirty Precious 
(317 Third Avenue between 
First and Carroll Streets in 
Gowanus), www.dirtypre-
cious.com.

ART, SOUTH SLOPE STUDIO 
TOUR CLOSING RECEP-
TION: Freddy’s Bar hosts 
a gallery show and closing 
party for the weekend gal-
lery tour. Free. 6–8 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com.

MON, APRIL 30
WORLD TAI CHI DAY 2018: 

A mass gathering of tai chi 
practitioners. Free. 9:30 
am. Grand Army Plaza, (718) 
768–7762, www.qitaobrook-
lyn.org. 

FILM, “NOCHE POETICA”: 
A night of feminist poetry 
fi lms, followed by a poetry 
reading from Quail Bell 
Magazine contributors. 
Free. 7 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

THEATER, “IMPOSSIBLE BUT 
TRUE”: Dan Furman’s new 
immersive musical revisits 
the Washington Irving clas-
sic Rip Van Winkle. Free. 7 
pm. Franklin 820 (820 Frank-
lin Avenue between Union 
Street and Nostrand Av-
enue in Prospect Heights). 

COMEDY, COMEDY CHARITY 
EVENT: Comedians Jennie 
Sutton and David Agyekum 
bring you a night of pet 
beauty pageants, animal 
experts, and stand-up com-
edy. Voluntary donation. 
7:30 pm. Starr Bar (214 Starr 
St. between Irving and Wy-
coff Avenues in Bushwick), 
www.starrbar.com.  

TUES, MAY 1
MUSIC, IRATA, SIERRA: $10. 

7 pm. Kingsland [524 Grand 
St. between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 725–4386]. 

COMEDY, “DON’T THINK 
ONCE!”: Brandon Collins 
hosts a “Black Panther” 
edition of his unpredict-
able comedy show, featur-
ing black comedians Abbi 
Crutchfi eld, Chris Lamberth, 
Dillon Stevenson, and 
Shalewa Sharpe. $8–$12. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 

www.unionhallny.com. 
DANCE, “100 LIGHT YEARS 

OF SOLITUDE”: Butoh 
master Yumiko Yoshioka 
performs a piece inspired 
by Garcia Marquez’s 
“One Hundred Years of 
Solitude.”” $22 ($18 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Triskelion Arts 
[106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org.  

WED, MAY 2
FILM, “Y TU MAMÁ TAM-

BIÉN”: The classic Alfonso 
Cuarón fi lm will be screened 
alongside a four-course 
Mexican-inspired menu. 
$80. 6:30 pm. Alamo Draft-
house [445 Albee Square 
West between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets in Down-
town, (718) 513–2547], www.
drafthouse.com/nyc. 

READING, ARUNDHATI 
ROY: The celebrated In-
dian author reads from his 
new novel “The Ministry of 
Utmost Happiness.” Free. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

MUSIC, “NINE NUMBERS, 
VOL. 1”: A program of 
modular “Sudoku” works, 
by composer Jason Treut-
ing, performed by his en-
semble S  Percussion and 
Tigue. $25 ($20 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

COMEDY, THICK WIT COM-
EDY: Join good time gals 
Caitlin Peluffo and Jill 

Weiner for a funny show. 
Free. 8:30 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

THURS, MAY 3
ART, MONIKER INTERNA-

TIONAL ART FAIR: A four-
day festival of urban and 
contemporary artists. $30 
($15 in advance). 3–10 pm. 
Greenpoint Terminal Ware-
house [73 West St. in Green-
point, (347) 395–4155], 
www.monikerartfair.com. 

READING, “BROADWAY — A 
HISTORY OF NEW YORK 
CITY IN 13 MILES”: Archi-
tectural historian Fran Lea-
don delves into the history 
of NYC’s iconic artery. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, THE LANGUAGE OF 
FLAVOR IN HONEY: Italian-
trained honey expert Carla 
Marina Marchese guides 
you through a tasting of 
different honey fl avors and 
discusses how to pair them. 
$30. 6:30 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2845], www.
mofad.org. 

ART, “CONSTELLATIONS”: 
Digital art about the stars 
will be projected on the side 
of the Manhattan Bridge, as 
part of the First Thursdays 
Dumbo Art Walk. Free. 
Dusk–10 pm. Pearl Street 
Triangle (Pearl Street at 
Water Street in Dumbo), 
www.nymediacenter.com. 

FRI, MAY 4
FILM, “THE CABINET OF DR. 

CALIGARI”: The 1920 Ger-
man Expressionist fi lm gets 
a live soundtrack from Rag 
and Roots. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “FELT UP!”: A 
burlesque tribute to Jim 
Henson’s Creature Shop. 
$10 suggested donation. 
8 pm. Bizarre Bushwick 
(12 Jefferson St. between 
Knickerbocker and Irving 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
bizarrebushwick.com. 

MUSIC, “LIAISONS NOW”: 
PhiloSonia presents a con-
cert that explores composer 
friendship, with brothers 
Brad and Doug Balliett 
and a program of friends 
and colleagues. $25. 8 pm. 
South Oxford Space (138 S. 
Oxford St. between Hanson 
Place and Atlantic Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.philoso-
nia.com. 

SAT, MAY 5
TOUR, BROOKLYN CUL-

TURAL DISTRICT WALK-
ING TOUR: A free, two-
hour guided walking tour 
around Fort Greene. Reg-
istration required. Free. 
11 am and 3 pm. BAM 
Plaza (Flatbush Avenue at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.fabfulton.
org. 

THEATER, ”THEN SINGS 
MY SOUL MUSICAL”: A 
90-minute stage play that 
brings the audience face-
to-face with women and 
men fi ghting abuse and the 
cycle of violence. $25. 2 pm 
and 7 pm. The Black Lady 
Theatre [750 Nostrand Ave. 
between Park and Sterling 
places in Crown Heights, 
(718) 771–0900], www.the-
blackladytheatre.com. 

MUSIC, “MESSIAHS FALSE 
AND TRUE”: A choral 
concert about the rise and 
fall of a messianic fi gure. 
$12–$15. 7 pm. Plymouth 
Church [75 Hicks St. at Or-
ange Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 624–9385], plymouth-
church.org. 

OUTDOORS, WATERFRONT 
KITE FESTIVAL: Bring your 
own kite, or buy one there. 
With live dee-jays, stilt walk-
ers, jugglers, and a bubble 
show. Free. Noon–2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 
One [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Dress up: Members of the Mark Morris Dance Group 
will dance to the music of Lou Harrison as part of a 
tribute to the late composer, happening in Fort 
Greene between April 28 and May 6.
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STORE CLOSING

SALE!
EVERYTHING MUST GO

UP TO 75% OFF

OPEN EVERYDAY 12:00-8:00 PM  

(212) 260-3388  

170 AVENUE B, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009

(b/w 10th & 11th st.)

Photograph  
by Layla  

Kovacevic
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

60-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.87%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A sports-obsessed worker 
at a Williamsburg apartment 
complex who took part in fan-
tasy leagues and pools with 
others there claimed his first 
victory when he won the 
group’s college-basketball 
contest earlier this month 
— roughly two weeks after 
he died.

But late building porter 
Willy Ojeda’s winning picks 
for the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association’s 2018 
March Madness tournament 
— won by his favorite team 
Villanova — did not go uncel-
ebrated. The other participants 
who wagered friendly bets on 
the contest decided to donate 
the prize money Ojeda would 
have claimed to his next of kin, 
according to a tenant.

“He was a beloved member 
of the staff, so we decided to 
give the modest cash prize to 
his surviving sons,” said Evan 
Thies, who lives in the com-
plex on N. 11th Street between 
Driggs Avenue and Roe-
bling Street and launched a 
 GoFundMe page  to support 
the deceased’s family.  

And watching their 

March sadness
Tenants honor W’burg building employee 
who died amid favorite NCAA tourney

Residents living where Willy Ojeda worked donated 
the desceased’s March Madness prize money to his 
son Kevin Ojeda, above, and his brother.
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54-year-old dad’s beloved 
Pennsylvania squad take 
the title of Division I men’s 
basketball champs on April 
2 — just weeks after he died 
on March 15 — was bitter-
sweet, according to one of 
Ojeda’s two sons, who said 

his father expressed optimism 
about taking the top honors in 
his own competition before 
his sudden passing.

“For March Madness, he 
was in second place, he told 
me to watch out for that,” said 
23-year-old Kevin Ojeda. “So 

when I saw Villanova won, I 
saw my dad won as well — but 
he never got to see the day be-
cause he passed away.”

The younger Ojeda — who 
lives in the outer borough of 
Queens with his 26-year-old 
brother, both of whom lived 
with their father before he died 
— said his pop woke up per-
fectly healthy on his last day 
on earth, but later collapsed 
at home due to unexpected 
heart failure.

“He had a massive heart at-
tack while taking a shower,” 
Kevin Ojeda said of his dad, 
who submitted his winning 
basketball bracket two days 
before his death.

The deceased was a sin-
gle parent who always made 
time for his boys, taking them 
to shoot hoops and see ball 
games, and teaching them to 
be the young men they are to-
day, his son said.

“My father taught us how 
to play sports and get through 
our lives,” Kevin Ojeda said. 
“He raised us right. It’s hard 
losing the number-one per-
son in your life.” 

The elder Ojeda took home 
$210 for winning the March 
Madness pool at his place of 
work, which will be put to-
ward a final-resting place that 
honors his love of the game, 
his son said.

“We want something to 
do with sports on the urn,” 
Kevin Ojeda said. “He was 
a big sports fan, and we want 
to make sure we get that right 
for him.”

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a wood-be disaster. 
Landmarking the iconic Co-

ney Island Riegelmann Board-
walk would be pointless if the 
designation didn’t protect the 
2.5-mile promenade’s creaky 
wooden planks from being re-
placed with recycled plastic or 
concrete, complained preser-
vationists at an April 17 pub-
lic hearing with the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. 

One advocate said locals 

feared the landmarks agency 
would allow the  Parks Depart-
ment to rip up the walkway’s be-
loved boards in favor of cheaper 
materials once the Boardwalk 
was landmarked .

“We want the Boardwalk to 
be a boardwalk — not a ce-
ment road or a plastic prome-
nade — made of real boards 
of wood, just as it always was 
and should be,” said Christabel 
Gough of  the Society for the 
Architecture of the City. 

Gough joined four advo-

cates plus Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) and 
a rep for Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
at the hearing, all of whom em-
phasized their support for pro-
tecting the Boardwalk ahead of 
the commission’s May 15 vote 
on whether or not to landmark 
it, the first formal step in the 
designation process. 

The agency recommended 
the Boardwalk for scenic land-
mark status, which would pro-
tect its existence as a landscape 

Planks for nothing!
Landmarking Coney Boardwalk a waste 
without saving the wood, locals tell LPC

and the general parameters of its 
physical presence — including 
its length and width, according 
to a rep — but not the wooden 
surface itself, parts of which 
have already been replaced with 
concrete and recycled plastic 
beginning in 2009. 

But one local said the Parks 
Department — which has ju-
risdiction over the Boardwalk 
— is more akin to a developer 
than a preservationist, because 
it prefers the $126-per-square-
foot concrete to the $144-per-
square-foot wood.

And if the landmarks agency 
granted the Boardwalk scenic 
landmark status, it would only 
act in an advisory capacity in 
regulating and maintaining the 
Boardwalk, with the 11-mem-
ber city Public Design Commis-
sion having final say in mainte-
nance and material matters.
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Actually, watching babies 
and toddlers with the knowl-
edge of hindsight, it appears 
they always did have their own 
ideas and ambitions. They are 
themselves, straight out of the 
womb. 

Armed with this knowl-
edge, I have to remember 
these aren’t little plastic dolls 
for me to position just so and 
speak and decide for. 

These are humans in my 
home who are separate from 
me. They need my support, 
and my encouragement. 
Sometimes they even need 
me to help them learn tough 
lessons. But they don’t need 
me to control them. 

I can’t put them in a straight 
jacket in a padded cell.

Feeling free and indepen-
dent as a child is a gift. I re-
member riding my bike af-
ter school, with no hands, 
careening down the black-
tarred streets of my neighbor-
hood, mountains all around. 
Sure, falling wasn’t fun, es-
pecially when it meant land-
ing on a cactus, but the deci-
sion to take a risk was mine 
to make. And no one could 
stop me. 

Geez, I did stupid things 
when I was a kid. So why now 
when  my kids make really 
poor choices am I so judg-
mental and angry? 

They need my understand-
ing. They need me to help 
them figure what might work 
better for them and, frankly, 
for me (I do count, and I have 
to somehow convince them 
of this.)

But they don’t need my 
hostility. They don’t need my 
ire. Those emotions are di-
rected more at myself, actu-
ally, for failing them. And I 
need to drum them out, or 
write them out, or draw them 
out, or talk them out with a 
friend or family member who 
might listen just so I can fig-
ure them out.

I’m pretty sure taking out 
our frustrations with our chil-
dren’s mistakes on them is 
not super helpful. And the 
cause is important. Creat-
ing a home where children 
do not feel like nervous hos-
tages in your world is a pretty 
good cause. 

This is where I need 
to pause, and take a deep 

breath. I need to let my-
self off the hook for all the 
times I screwed up and got 
mean and yelled, or gave a 
smack. I need to remember 
there’s nothing I can do about 
the past. I need to breathe 
in and out and know I was 
only trying to help when I 
got all distrustful and con-
trolling, when I worried too 
much on their behalf and wor-
ried them. 

And then I need to stand up 
tall, pull my shoulders back 
in strong resolve, and engage 
with my teenage boys like the 
kick-ass people they are, and 
love the heck out of them de-
spite their failings.

And because of them. 
I just need to hope that 

I’ve modeled understanding 
enough that they can forgive 
me. I fail them a lot and I 
pray they can see the love 
underneath.

I imagine, somewhere, that 
they feel the same.

“My kids are who 
they are. My 
kids are who 

they are. My kids are who 
they are.”

It has become my mantra, 
and I have to say it over and 
over again so I believe it.

I know in my heart that my 
kids have their own path, and 
that I only ferried them here 
in my womb, then nurtured 
them as best I could.

But life is a lot to under-
take. Pressure seems to be 
exerted from all angles, and 
home is not the place to put 
kids in a vice. And their home 
is my home.

It’s the home I imagined as 
I held those plastic big-boo-
bed Barbies in my hands in 
front of that three-sided tri-
plex townhouse. It’s the one I 
thought of as I played that lit-
tle paper-fortune game at my 
desk in elementary school. I 
didn’t know then that I would 
get Urban and Apartment, but 
here I am. And here are my 
two boys.

We deal a hand, and our 
children have to play the 
cards. They are little hos-
tages in a world where we 
call all the shots. 

Yikes. You can see why this 
relationship can get tricky. 
At some point, even though 
they are in our little Barbie 
dream world, they begin to 
have their own dreams.

Celebrating my boys’ freedom

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

our community, as well as a 
great Brooklynite,” the histo-
rian wrote in his report. 

And if the co-naming ef-
fort succeeds, a commemo-
rative plaque telling the civil-

rights advocate’s story should 
accompany any new signs in-
stalled on the street, the civic 
gurus recommended. 

“People look at a name, but 
there’s never any memorial 
plaque,” said Transportation 

Committee member Ernest 
Augustus.

Community Board 2’s Ex-
ecutive Committee will now 
vote on the proposal, which 
Council will make the final 
call on later this year.

The locals’ tribute to Wells 
comes amid an ongoing con-
troversy over other monu-

ments and markers throughout 
the city, including a polariz-
ing statue of a doctor known 
for conducting experimental 
surgery on black slaves that 
 will soon stand in the bu-
colic Green-Wood Ceme-
tery  despite some residents’ 
demands that it  never see the 
light of day .

Continued from page 1

WELLS...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

These Brooklynites love 
their Mother!

Kids and kids at heart 
flocked to Prospect Park’s 
bird sanctuary on April 22 
where they honored Mother 
Earth with the help of some 
feathered friends. 

“We love the park and the 
Audubon Center as a fam-
ily, because they’re a great 
way for our daughter to ex-

perience the outdoors,” said 
mom Alyson Vitticore, who 
brought her husband Matthew 
and tyke Viola to the annual 
Earth Day event in Brook-
lyn’s Backyard. 

The park’s bird experts 
showed off several winged 
predators during the cele-
bration, including a screech 
owl, a tiny American kestrel 
falcon, and a  red-tailed hawk  
— all of which dazzled the na-
ture-lovers in attendance, ac-
cording to another dad.

“It was great to get up close 
and personal with the birds,” 
said Matthew Gelb, who came 
with his kids Beecher and 
Wyatt.

The festivities inside the 
green space also featured les-
sons for aspiring anglers, who 
learned how to safely bait a 
hook and cast a fishing line 
from state conservationists 
and employees of meadow 
caretaker the Prospect Park 
Alliance, Vitticore said.

“Viola learned out to put 

a worm on the hook, how to 
cast, and how to be safe with 
a fishing pole around lots of 
people, which is really impor-
tant,” the mom said. 

And a few blocks away in 
Park Slope, other environmen-
tally minded locals honored 
the planet by joining members 
of the Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil in a neighborhood cleanup, 
during which the do-gooders 
disposed of litter and deco-
rated sidewalks with color-
ful chalk drawings.

Slopers act all-natural
Nabe celebrates planet with critters, street cleanup 

Matthew and Alyson Vitticore brought their daugh-
ter Viola to Prospect Park’s Earth Day bash, where 
the youngster practiced her angling skills.
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Interactive Opportunit ies to Learn and Explore the Latest 
Technological Advances, Applications, Services and Products 

FREE REFRESHMENTS  EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY MAJOR TRANSPORTATION  FOR ADULTS 60+

DIGITAL ACCESS FOR BEGINNERS  LEGAL AND FINANCIAL  HEALTH AND EXERCISE  ENTERTAINMENT  HOME 

MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION  LIFELONG LEARNING  LIFESTYLE  SHOPPING  CAREGIVING SERVICES

Wednesday 
May 2, 2018  
10am to 4pm
Brooklyn Borough Hall  
209 Joralemon Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

SENIOR TECH IS PRESENTED BY 

IN COOPERATION WITH

AND

SPONSORS

INFORMATIONAL LECTURES including Streaming and Smart TVs and Smart Home Devices

TECH DESK hosted by OATS (Older Adults Technology Services)

HELP DESK hosted by TechDad

BREAKOUT PRESENTATIONS BY 
Grimaldi and Yeung Elder Lawyers, Clear Captions, Alz You Need, Pop Doc, TechDad

EVENT PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE 

Aging 2.0  Call9  DOROT  Heights and Hills  Kingsborough Community College/My Turn  Klatch  Nesterly  T-Mobile

New York Memory Center  NYPD 84th Precinct  Pixie Scientifi c  Pop-Doc  Quikiks Hands Free Shoes  New York Life

Stonewall Community Development Corporation


