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And a nearby off-duty cop — who 
rushed to the scene after he heard loud 
noises coming from the crosswalk — de-
scribed Bruns as “foaming at the mouth” 
when he found her inside her vehicle, 
the prosecutor claimed. 

Paramedics told investigators that 
Bruns suffered a seizure after the crash 
while inside an ambulance taking her for 
treatment at Lutheran Medical Center, 
where a second seizure struck her upon 
arrival, according to Esswein. 

Bruns’s attorney David Jacobs, how-
ever, argued doctors cleared his client 
to drive before she slammed into the 
kids in Park Slope — and told Supreme 
Court Justice Danny Chun he has a let-
ter to prove it.

The missive from Bruns’s physician 
states she was fit to resume her work 
for a company that provides specialty 
phones for the deaf, Clear Captions — 
a job Jacobs claimed the doctor knew 
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Whose backyard is it anyway?
The massive 74- and 38-story towers in a con-

troversial megadevelopment planned for the edge 
of Boerum Hill have no place in the brownstone-
lined neighborhood, locals fiercely opposed to the 
project have argued since  it was revealed more 
than a year ago . 

“It’s not too late to recognize how egregious 
this proposal is for Boerum Hill,” said one critic 
of the 80 Flatbush complex at the beep’s April 30 
hearing on it, following  months  of  similar com-
plaints . 

But 80 Flatbush — a five-building scheme on 
a lot bounded by Flatbush and Third avenues and 
State and Schermerhorn streets that will contain 
residential, commercial, cultural, and educational 
spaces if erected — isn’t in Boerum Hill at all, 
according to leaders at builder Alloy Develop-
ment, who claim their project will actually rise 
in the enclave’s neighbor, the already skyscrap-
er-filled America’s Downtown.

“A growing city should be providing density 
in the right locations and we think this is one of 
them,” said Jared Della Valle, a bigwig at Al-
loy, whose website for 80 Flatbush bills it as “a 
proposed mixed-use development in Downtown 
Brooklyn.”

And no matter what neighborhood incorporates 
the complex, the 80 Flatbush site is within the spe-
cial  Downtown Brooklyn district  — where build-
ings’ size is regulated by density, not height — 
 that city officials formed in 2004  to bring taller, 
mixed-use structures to the area in an effort to 
stimulate economic growth.

Still, Alloy can’t break ground until the city 
signs-off on a rezoning that would nearly triple 
the site’s allowable “floor-area-ratio,” a measure-

ment that determines how high a structure can be 
relative to the size of the land it is on, from 6.5 
to 18 — a request that Boerum Hill purists re-
turn to in order to crucify the project as entirely 
wrong for the neighborhood. 

“There’s no concern for the perpetually told 
untruth that the development is Downtown, when 
it is in Boerum Hill,” Fort Greener Lucy Koteen 
said at  an earlier public hearing  as part of the Uni-
form Land Use Review Procedure for 80 Flatbush. 
“Zoning and neighborhood definitions were put 
into place to protect neighborhood character.” 

Neighborhoods, however, are merely arbitrary 
monikers established in the last century — of-
ten by real-estate agents trying to sell proper-
ties, according to the head of a private preser-
vationist group.

“Neighborhoods in New York City are seam-
lessly elastic and also imprecise,” said Simeon 
Bankoff, who runs the Historic Districts Council. 
“Boerum Hill was a new 20th-century creation that 
was, as I recall, created by realtors to differentiate 
from Carroll Gardens and Cobble Hill.”

The area now known as Boerum Hill only re-
ceived its name in 1964, according to a New Yorker 
 report . And before that, the present-day neigh-
borhood — generally bounded by Schermerhorn 
Street, Baltic Street, Fourth Avenue, and Court 
Street — was lumped together with a vast amount of 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Mayor DeBlasio pulled a fast one on 
Boerum Hillers on May 3 when he an-
nounced plans to open one of the nation’s 
first state-sanctioned drug-injection fa-
cilities at a needle-exchange site in Gow-
anus — that’s actually in the Hill.

Hizzoner wants to put the so-called 
safe-consumption site for opioid ad-
dicts inside an existing facility — where 
clean hypodermic needles and other re-
sources are provided to drug users — at 
80 Fourth Ave. between Bergen Street 
and Saint Marks Place, which is actu-
ally on the border of Boerum Hill and 
Park Slope.

And some Gowanusaurs said the mayor 
made a calculated decision to call the 
area Gowanus to avoid opposition from 
the Vocal New York needle exchange’s 
bougie next-door neighbors. 

“Gowanus people tend to feel it’s a 
dumping ground anyway,” said Paul 
Basile, president of the business asso-

ciation, the Gowanus Alliance. “Had he 
said Boerum Hill, there would be torches 
outside City Hall right now.”

But as a former Brooklynite and Park 
Slope Councilman, who still owns a home 
on 11th Street between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues within walking distance of 
the proposed safe-injection site, Mayor 
DeBlasio ought to know the geography 
of his one-time home a little better, ac-
cording to some Boerum Hillers.

“I mean, come on, the guy’s lived in 
the Slope for a long time!” said Bill Har-
ris, whose wife Jo Anne Simon repre-
sents the neighborhood up in Albany 
as a Democrat in the Assembly. “His 
apartment is just a few blocks from the 
proposed location.”

Harris, however, conceded the Fourth 
Avenue facility could work well as a safe-
injection site, due to its proximity to mass 
transit and healthy distance from more 
family-oriented parts of town.

“Its probably a very good location,” 
he said.

And when asked whether the mayor 
misspoke in naming the spot’s proposed 
neighborhood, a rep simply said the fa-
cility would serve people from the gen-
eral area at large.

“The location will be finalized during 
the community-advisory process, but it 
will serve Gowanus, Boerum Hill, and 
Park Slope,” said Olivia Lapeyrolerie.   

DeBlasio announced his plan to open 
the safe-consumption facility — along 
with three others in Manhattan and 
the Bronx — in the wake of what  a re-
cently released Department of Health 
study  deemed the city’s deadliest year 
of overdose deaths on record, after 1,441 
New Yorkers died from fatal doses in 
2017.

“The opioid epidemic has killed 
more people in our city than car 
crashes and homicides combined,” 
DeBlasio said. “We believe overdose-
prevention centers will save lives and 
get more New Yorkers the treatment 

Mayor’s ‘Gowanus’ injection site is in Boerum Hill
HOOD-WINKED

Megadevelopment has ‘Boerum Hill’ address, 
but developers say it is situated ‘Downtown’

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A driver who hit and killed two chil-
dren crossing a Park Slope Street faces 
up to 15 years in prison, after a grand 
jury indicted the woman on reckless 
manslaughter charges for ignoring doc-
tors’ orders to stay off the road due to 
her history of seizures.  

Dorothy Bruns knew full well not 
to get behind the wheel on  March 5 , 
according to a  prosecutor for the dis-
trict attorney , who said that if she lis-
tened to her physician, 4-year-old Abi-
gail Blumenstein and 1-year-old Joshua 
Lew would be alive today. 

“This tragic incident was foresee-
able, judge, and it was avoidable,” said 
Assistant District Attorney Craig Ess-
wein. “She is the last person that should 
have been in a car, but … she continued 
to drive, and unfortunately two fami-
lies lost children because of the defen-
dant’s selfishness.”

she fled the scene of that minor colli-
sion to avoid facing police.

And less than two months later, Bruns 
climbed behind the wheel of a white 
Volvo sedan and plowed into the chil-
dren on Ninth Street after running a red 
light at Fifth Avenue, killing the young-
sters and injuring three others, includ-
ing their mothers — one of whom is 
pregnant, Tony Award–winning actress 
Ruthie Ann Miles,  whose unborn baby 
survived the deadly crash .

Investigators with the district attor-
ney’s office interviewed multiple wit-
nesses to the collision, several of whom 
claimed Bruns exhibited symptoms of 
some sort of illness during and imme-
diately following the incident.

A woman who claimed that Bruns al-
most hit her as she crossed Ninth Street 
at the same time as the victims said the 
driver “appeared to be stiff” and her 
“head was looking up and her back was 
arched” as the car barreled through the 
intersection, according to Esswein. 

DA seeks 15 years in prison for driver who killed two kids

Axe to grind
Pinball wizard Dennis Catalfumo, left,  will throw a party for the Coney Island Pinball Museum on May 19, featuring fiery 
performer Serpentina. For more on the fun, see GO Brooklyn.
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Mayor DeBlasio, who owns a home in 
Park Slope, claimed one of the country’s 
first “safe-injection” centers for drug 
addicts will be inside a facility (left) in 
gentrifying Gowanus — which actually 
sits on Fourth Ave. in tony Boerum Hill.
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What’s in a nabe?

Staten Island resident Dorothy Bruns, right, drove into and killed two 
kids in Park Slope despite doctors’ warnings that she should not get 
behind the wheel of a car, prosecutors allege.
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Changing
Brooklyn

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

Prosecutors allege Bruns suffered her 
first seizure months before the horrific 
crash, when she felt her left side go numb 
while driving in her home borough of 
Staten Island on Jan. 8 and started con-
vulsing at a hospital there later that day, 
Esswein said.

Two days after that, a neurologist told 
Bruns she could not drive in her condi-
tion, according to the prosecutor, who 
claimed doctors warned her to stay off 
the road on multiple occasions leading 
up to the childrens’ death.

But Bruns ignored those orders and 
routinely returned to the driver’s seat, 
behavior that prosecutors allege led to 
her Jan. 20 fender bender in Staten Is-
land, according to Esswein, who said 

See HOODS  on page 14

See DEBLASIO  on page 14

See 15 YEARS  on page 14
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thousands of people, day in and day out, across 
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have led the way in providing compassion, comfo� 
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Trusted by New Yorkers for 125 years and counting.

TOUCHING 
48,000 LIVES 
EVERY DAY

The Visiting Nurse Service of New York 
can help you live well at home.

To learn how call 1-855-867-6966  
or visit vnsny.org.
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By Colin Mixson
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Mayor DeBlasio must re-
lease the names and service re-
cords of the cops who gunned 
down a black man with a re-
ported history of mental ill-
ness whom they mistook as 
armed with a gun, along with 
full footage of the incident, 
demanded the man’s mother, 
father, and other protesters 
amid a rally at the scene of 
the April shooting.

“It’s unconscionable that a 
month after NYPD officers 
murdered our son, Mayor De-
Blasio is still refusing to pro-
vide basic transparency that 
can help ensure accountability 
for his killing,” Lorna Vassell 
said at the May 2 demonstra-
tion, roughly one month af-
ter  police shot her son dead 
on April 4 . “These are not the 
actions of a city government 
committed to the truth — in-
stead it seems like public of-
ficials and the NYPD trying 
to hide something.”

The crowd gathered at 
 Utica Avenue and Montgom-
ery Street , where four officers 
fired 10 shots at the 34-year-
old Vassell when responding 
to 911 calls from passersby 

They won’t back down
Protestors return to site where cops killed black resident

who reported the man bran-
dished what appeared to be 
a pistol — but cops later dis-
covered to be a metal pipe — 
at pedestrians. 

The next day, after the New 
York State attorney general 
opened an investigation into 
the shooting, authorities re-

leased edited transcripts of 
the 911 calls along with clips 
of surveillance videos that 
showed Vassell, who his fa-
ther said was bipolar, point-
ing the pipe like a gun at by-
standers.

But the Police Department 
has yet to share unedited foot-

Lorna Vassel demanded transparency from city of-
ficials in remarks she gave during a May 2 protest on 
the Crown Heights corner where cops fatally shot 
her son, Saheed Vassell, one month earlier.
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age and transcripts, accord-
ing to another protestor, who 
argued the material that has 
been revealed should be con-
sidered nothing but propa-
ganda until it is shared in its 
entirety.

“This is classic victim 
blaming,” said Anthonine 
Pierre, the director of a Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant–based group 
of community organizers, the 
Brooklyn Movement Center. 
“What we know is four offi-
cers came out of nowhere and 
started firing. We need to see 
what actually happened, and 
the public needs a sense of 
what actually went on.”

A Police Department 
spokeswoman, however, 
claimed protocol prevents of-
ficials from identifying of-
ficers involved in shootings, 
and that authorities shared all 
appropriate footage and tran-
scripts related to the ongo-
ing matter.

“The NYPD released all 
relevant video and transcripts 
of the three 911 calls,” said De-
tective Sophia Mason. “An in-
vestigation remains underway 
and more information will be 
released when and if it is ap-
propriate.”

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn state pol is ramping up 
her campaign to designate an area span-
ning several neighborhoods as Little Haiti 
with a weekend’s worth of events in the 
heart of the proposed district.

Haitian-American Assemblywoman 
Rodneyse Bichotte (D–Flatbush), who 
proposes christening parts of East Flat-
bush, Flatbush, Ditmas Park, and Mid-
wood as the “Little Haiti Cultural and 
Business District,” will kick off the fes-
tivities in the area on May 18 — an an-
nual Haitian holiday celebrating the na-
tion’s flag — and continue them for two 
days in an effort to draw attention to 
her initiative and those Brooklynites it 
honors, she said.

“For a very long time, this commu-
nity has been concentrated by Haitians, 
and it’s a place where people can come 
find the cultural resources other areas 

lack,” the pol said. “We have the peo-
ple, businesses, language, and institu-
tions here.”

Bichotte — an East Flatbush native 
and the first Haitian-American elected 
to represent the city in the Assembly — 
will begin the events with a gathering at 
the corner of Nostrand and Newkirk av-
enues, where she will reiterate her plan 
to form a Little Haiti before unveiling a 
sign for the recently designated Tous-
saint L’Ouverture Boulevard — named 
for a leader of the Haitian revolution — 
on Nostrand Avenue between Newkirk 
and Flatbush avenues.

The newly co-named stretch of Nos-
trand Avenue would sit within Bichotte’s 
proposed cultural district, which would 
be generally bounded by E. 16th Street, 
Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn Avenue, and 
Avenue H — and also include Church 
Avenue between Brooklyn and Albany 
avenues — if created.

The pro-Little Haiti programming 
will continue with a Haitian Flag Day 
celebration that evening, followed by a 
showing of paintings by Haitian artist 
Patricia Brintle at Bichotte’s Flatbush 
Avenue district office on May 19, and a 
May 20 street fair on Nostrand Avenue 
between Clarendon Road and Avenue D 
— all of which the assemblywoman will 
host along with local Councilman Ju-
maane Williams (D–Flatbush) and state 
Sen. Kevin Parker (D–Flatbush).

Last year, Bichotte  boycotted the city’s 
official designation of the nearby “Lit-
tle Caribbean” cultural district , argu-
ing officials should first get behind her 
proposed enclave, plans for which have 
been in the works for a long time and 
are modeled after Miami’s historic Lit-
tle Haiti quarter, according to the as-
semblywoman.

“I went there to get a sense of the 

Pol makes push for ‘Little Haiti’ with events

See LITTLE HAITI  on page 13
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By Colin Mixson
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It’s a taste of the other cider!
An entrepreneurial Greenwood 

Heights couple is using apples grown 
in Brooklyn’s biggest graveyard to pro-
duce a hard cider that they say is oth-
erworldly.

“It’s delicious,” said Jeremy Ham-
mond, one half of the fruit-ferment-
ing outfit. “It’s delicate, interesting, 
and quite unique from anything else 
we’ve made.”  

Hammond and his “partner in life 
and cider,” Joy Doumis, started turn-
ing Green-Wood Cemetery’s apples into 
hooch in 2015, he said, after he spot-
ted a fruit-bearing tree near the grave 
of inventor Samuel Morse — the man 
who famously thought up the telegraph 
and Morse Code — and reached out to 
burial-ground leaders about using the 
produce to make booze.   

“We thought they’d be super conser-
vative about it, but they called us like 
two hours after we contacted them,” 
Hammond said. “It was great.”

The duo forages for fruit hanging 
from trees that grow naturally on the 
necropolis’s sprawling campus, then 
hauls their harvest back to their 23rd 
Street home, where they produce their 
libation, he said.

And the twosome’s Malus Immorta-
lis cider is far more sophisticated than 
the sugary varieties bartenders typi-

cally serve at your local dive, accord-
ing to Hammond, who described his 
sparkling blend as dry and elegant — 
much like the graveyard its apples are 
plucked from.

“We wanted to make something that 
was respectful of where it came from,” 
he said. “It’s something you’d pour in a 
Champagne flute, not a pint glass.”

Hammond — a cider-making hobbyist 
who with Doumis ferments other home 
brews using apples grown outside the city 
— said Green-Wood Cemetery’s fruit 
differs from that found in your garden-
variety orchard, and mostly consists of 
crab apples aside from a handful of va-
rieties, such as Baldwin apples, similar 
to those sold at grocery stores.

And before graveyard bigwigs let the 
site’s current crop of wild-apple trees 
grow freely, their early 20th-centry pre-
decessors actually banned sewing the 
hallowed ground with apple seeds dur-
ing Prohibition, according to the cider 
maker.

“In the early 1900s, there was a mora-
torium placed on fruit trees,” Hammond 
said. “I think it was because people were 
fermenting anything they could find.”

Today, Green-Wood workers are too 
busy manicuring the rest of the bucolic 
burial site to fuss over apple production, 
which Hammond said varies drastically 
from year to year. In 2015, for instance, 
he and Doumis harvested enough fruit 
to produce 40 gallons of their graveyard 
blend, but last year’s apple haul only re-
sulted in a paltry five gallons of less-
than-perfect booze, he said.

But the couple isn’t fermenting 
Green-Wood’s apples into cider to pay 
the bills. 

Malus Immortalis isn’t distributed, 
and is only served at cider-making work-
shops its producers host at the cemetery, 
according to Doumis, who said their pri-
mary motivation for making the bever-
age is to draw new visitors to their fa-
vorite hangout, which she called one of 
the borough’s hidden gems. 

“Every time we talk to people about 
the fact that we hang out in Green-Wood 
Cemetery, they say, ‘Oh, that’s weird,’ ” 
she said. “And it clicked with us that this 
is a way to help other New Yorkers con-
nect with Green-Wood as this rural land-
scape that’s been virtually untouched 
since it was first carved out.” 

Try some cider made with the 
graveyard’s apples yourself at the 
Pouring Green-Wood event at Green-
Wood Cemetery [500 25th St. near 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 210–3080, events@green-wood.
com] on May 20 at 11 am. $25.

www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

Happy Mother’s Day
SUNDAY, MAY 13th

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

A cider that’s to die for
Couple’s drink made with apples from Green-Wood

Joy Doumis and Jeremy Hammond showed off their cider made from apples plucked from trees in Green-
Wood Cemetery.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

CHEERS: BORO’S SMALL 
BREWERS HONORED

SEE PAGE 6 
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A crook stole a wad of cash 
from a Flatbush Avenue bank 
on May 2, police said.

The victim told cops the 
malefactor walked into the fi-
nancial institution near Nev-
ins Street around 1:45 pm and 
told the teller “I have a gun.” 
The employee handed him 
$1,000, according to authori-
ties, who said the cur then fled 
toward Fulton Street. 

Not so fast 
Cops cuffed a guy for 

stealing a man’s cellphone 
on an A train near Scher-
hermorn Street on May 3, 
police said. 

The suspect grabbed the 
victim’s iPhone 6 from his 
pants pocket while aboard a 
Brooklyn-bound train around 
5 pm, and then hopped off near 
Hoyt Street when the doors 
opened, cops said. 

The victim ran after the 
suspect, who police caught af-
ter the two got into a scuffle, 
according to authorities.

Bullseye 
Police arrested a man for 

punching a senior in the face 

Robber takes off with $1,000 
from Flatbush Avenue bank

on Schermerhorn Street on 
May 2. 

The suspect socked the 
73-year-old victim in his left 
eye, causing it to bleed, near 
State Street around 3:15 am, 
according to a report. 

Sneak thief
A scoundrel grabbed a 

woman’s social-security card 
and cash out of her backpack 
inside a transit station on Wil-
loughby Street on April 30, 
officials said. 

The 25-year-old victim 
told police she was walking 
up the escalator near Jay Street 
around 8:45 pm, when the 
snake bumped into her. And 
when she checked her knap-
sack, she realized it was un-
zipped and her social-security 
card and $90 were taken from 
within, officials said. 

Stolen strollin’ 
Some good-for-noth-

ing snatched a guy’s bag 
with bus tickets inside it on 
Smith Street on May 2, po-

lice said. 
The 47-year-old victim was 

pushing a baby stroller near 
Livingston Street around 5:30 
pm, when the punk grabbed 
the bag containing Greyhound 
bus tickets off the carriage’s 
handle and then fled, cops 
said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

He’s screwed! 
Cops cuffed a guy for at-

tacking a victim with a screw-
driver inside a Prince Street 
shelter on April 30.

The 56-year-old victim 
was resting on his bed in-
side the home near Tillary 
Street around 7:20 pm when 
the 49-year-old suspect at-
tacked him with the tool, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Truck burgled 
Some sneak hopped into a 

guy’s truck parked on Wash-
ington Walk on May 1 and 
swiped his checks and cash, 

police said.
The victim told cops he got 

out of his truck for a few min-
utes a little after noon to make 
a delivery, leaving it unlocked 
near Myrtle Avenue, and re-
alized at his next stop on the 
same block that the punk had 
climbed in and stole $5,070 
in cash and checks.  

Game over
A nogoodnik stole a teen’s 

PlayStation 4 from his Cum-
berland Walk apartment on 
May 4, officials said.

The 17-year-old victim told 
authorities he left his apart-
ment near Carlton Avenue 
around 8 am, and when he 
got back around 4:30 pm, he 
noticed his bedroom door was 
damaged and his console was 
missing.  

What a bully! 
A baddie hit a teen in the 

head on S. Portland Avenue 
on May 4, police said.

The 14-year-old victim 
told cops he got into a fight 
with a former classmate near 
Lafayette Avenue around 9 
pm, when the attacker started 
hitting him with his fist, foot, 
and a pole from behind, then 
fled. Paramedics took the 
victim to Brooklyn Hospi-
tal, cops said.

In a split second 
Some thief swiped a guy’s 

cellphone from a Myrtle Av-
enue deli on May 2, police 
said. 

The victim told cops he 
put his Samsung Galaxy on 
the counter inside the bo-
dega near Washington Park 
to make some coffee around 
9 am, and when he returned, 
the cell was gone, along with 
the credit and debit cards, se-
curity-guard license, and so-
cial-security card he kept in-
side its case. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bull market
The heir to a Flatbush Ave-

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 

300,000 to 400,000 back surgeries every 

year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform 

at least 100,000 operations for lumbar 

disc disease alone, and orthopedic sur-

geons perform a similar number. It is 

estimated that between 20% and 40% 

of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over 

the country are racing to acquire and 

get trained to operate the DRX9000TM, 

an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from 

chronic back pain from going under the 

knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 

back pain without surgery explains 

how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 

10 years ago, NASA began to notice 

an unexpected result of space travel: 

Astronauts that left with back pain would 

come back without it. After investigated 

this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of 

the mission there were decompressive 

forces on the intervertebral discs and 

back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects 

of gravity are removed and you are in 

a weightless state. All the pressure is 

taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better — and this is the key — a negative 

pressure is created. This negative 

pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it 

to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc 

herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM 

has documented success with are back 

pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative 

disc disease, facet syndromes and a 

relapse or failure following back sur-

gery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 

this new FDA approved solution to back 

pain or to set up an appointment for a 

free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office 

at 718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, 

NY 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor 
treats herniated 

and bulging discs, 
sciatica,

and serious
lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

See BLOTTER  on page 13
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the 
Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% 
for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change 
at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes 
principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the 
minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A 
Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these 
accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

36-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re gearing up for the long 
haul.

A group of local cyclists started rolling 
en masse over the Williamsburg bridge 
once a week to preach pedaling as a 
means of commuting during the looming 
closure of the L train’s East River tun-
nel, now that  the shutdown is less than 
a year away , according to a rider.

“We are pitching this is an alternative 
service to get people around when the L 
train is not available,” said Chelsea Ya-
mada, a member of pro-cycling group 
Transportation Alternatives, which or-
ganized the weekly journeys. “People 
will experience a lifestyle change dur-
ing that period.”

The group will take their two-wheel-
ers on the early morning Bike Train rides 
from Kings County across the bridge into 
the outer borough of Manhattan every 
Wednesday ahead of the April 2019 clo-
sure of the L train’s superstorm Sandy–
damaged Canarsie Tube — and through-
out its 15-month renovation — according 
to Yamada, who said the number of par-
ticipating cyclists keeps increasing since 
the pack led its first trek last month.

“We’ve got a strong showing of sup-
port and are only continuing to grow,” 
she said.

The riders announce the starting point 
of each trip on their  website , where they 

meet before pedaling over the span and 
then breaking off into smaller packs as 
they head towards their final destina-
tions on the distant isle. And the jour-
neys are for both long-time bike riders 
and those less familiar with cruising 
city streets, who can benefit from rid-
ing alongside more experienced cy-
clists, she said.

“We’re here to hold your hand, and 
give new riders the heads up about what 
to do,” Yamada said. 

In December, city transportation lead-
ers unveiled a plan to aid the roughly 
250,000 daily straphangers who cross 
the river on the L train during the tun-
nel’s closure, which included launching 
a dedicated ferry shuttle, amping up ser-
vice on other Brooklyn–Manhattan sub-
ways, and creating new infrastructure 
— including new so-called protected 
bike lanes running from the edge of 
Newtown Creek at Grand Street down 
to Driggs Avenue,  which another Trans-
portation Alternatives member hailed 
as “an important victory” for cyclists 
after it was announced .

But Yamada said her group won’t stop 
pushing for safe biking paths until they 
see them, especially because another 
so-called protected lane the Transpor-
tation Department installed last October 
on Borinquen Place between S. Fourth 
and Grand streets  is often obstructed by 
parked trucks .

“Until we see paint on the ground, 

we’re not convinced it’ll be good,” she 
said. “There were huge cement trucks 
parked in the bike lane on Borinquen, 
which is a vital artery. We don’t want 
a situation where people aren’t feeling 
confident because they find the infra-
structure isn’t available to them.”

Local entrepreneurs are jumping aboard 
the Bike Train bandwagon, too, according 
to Yamada, who said the owners of Driggs 
Avenue coffee shop Sun and Air recently 
showed their support for the initiative by 
pouring free cups of java for the cyclists 
before they pushed off on May 2.

Later this month, the group is stag-
ing a special trip on May 23 for strap-
hangers who prefer to travel with their 
four-legged friends, which Yamada said 
will be a particularly ruff, but exhila-
rating, ride.

“It’s making transit fun for a lot of 
people,” she said.

And the cycling advocates called on 
fellow riders to make their voices heard 
as the city finalizes its bike-lane and 
other alternative-transportation plans 
during the tunnel shutdown, encourag-
ing them to attend the upcoming May 16 
public hearing hosted by city and state 
officials from the Transportation De-
partment and Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority in Williamsburg.

L-train town hall at Progress High 
School (850 Grand St. at Bushwick Av-
enue in Williamsburg) on May 16 from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Cyclists promote bike transit to prepare for L closure

Getting ready to roll
Cycling advocates at Transportation Alternatives are organizing two-wheeled commutes over the Manhat-
tan Bridge every Wednesday ahead of the L train closure — and throughout the subway’s repair.
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$40 in Free Play!
$30 Round Trip Ticket!

CatskillsExpress.com 
or 800.660.6000
for reservations

schedules  & info

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Raise a glass to this pair!
A local beer-making couple 

recently took home a national 
award as the entrepreneurs 
work to move their growing 
suds operation into its own 
brick-and-mortar brewery. 
And after spending half a 
decade bottling their brews 
at other sites, the twosome is 
excited to toast its next chap-
ter inside the new Williams-
burg space, according to one 
half of the duo behind Grimm 
Artisanal Ales.

“For the past five years, we 
haven’t had our own produc-
tion facility — instead we rent 
equipment at existing com-
mercial breweries around 
the East Coast,” said Lau-
ren Grimm, who with her 
husband Joe received the ti-
tle of Young Entrepreneurs 
of the Year from the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion. “We were super excited 

to receive the award.”
Officials from the federal 

agency for mom-and-pop 
shops recognized the 5-year-
old ale outfit’s early success 
and growth — along with the 
creative problem solving that 
allowed its owners to expand 
their business without a per-
manent home — in awarding 
the Grimms the honor over 
competitors from New York 
City, Long Island, and seven 
upstate counties, according 
to information from the as-
sociation.

And the brewers, who ac-
cepted the title at a May 1 
event, previously received 
two loans backed by the as-
sociation to grow their busi-
ness. The pair invested that 
cash into building out their 
independent space on Met-
ropolitan Avenue between 
Morgan Avenue and Cath-
erine Street, which Grimm 
said will be a far cry from 
the Gowanus apartment where 

Cheers 
on tap!
Bklyn brewers are named 
top entrepreneurs in NY

Joe and Lauren Grimm received a national award 
on May 1 amid preparations to move their growing 
operation into its first brick-and-mortar brewery in 
Williamsburg this summer.
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she and her husband taste-
tested their beers before send-
ing them off to be made at 
other sites.

“It obviously means a lot to 
our business, in terms of invit-
ing customers to our own tap 
room and being able to present 
our beer in the best light pos-
sible at our bar,” she said. “It 
also enables us to have more 
control and oversight during 
the brewing and fermentation 
processes.”

Grimm Artisanal Ales 
is known for its seasonal 
brews that frequently rotate 
— there’s no flagship draft, 
according to Grimm — but 
the pair gravitates towards tra-
ditional German sour beers 
packed with fruity, dry hops, 
as well as suds known as “pop 
beer” that tastes like a creamy 

frozen treat, she said.
“We brew limited-edition 

batches — a lot might only be 
produced once, whereas oth-
ers come around a few times a 
year and are more seasonal,” 
Grimm said. 

And the co-owner said that 
moving the business into its 
new digs this summer will 
give her and her husband even 
more opportunities to craft 
one-of-a-kind ales for their 
customers, who can try the 
brews at establishments in-
cluding Spuyten Duyvil and 
Sugarburg in Williamsburg, 
and Gold Star Beer Counter 
in Prospect Heights.

“We’ll have full control 
over the kinds of beer, so we 
don’t ever have to question 
what we’re doing,” Grimm 
said.

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

It was Superfun!
Members of a Gowanus boating club 

joined forces with other Gowanusaurs on 
May 5 to stage celebration of local culture 
along the area’s namesake canal, which one 
organizer hoped would inspire his neigh-
bors to push for a quicker cleanup of the 
beloved waterway after federal officials 
declared it a  Superfund site  in 2010.

“We are promoting art, dance, music, 
and film at the shoreline to entice more 
people to connect with our waterfront,” said 
Owen Foote, a founder of skipper society 
the Gowanus Dredgers. “We hope that’s a 
start of a passion as we all work together 
to advocate for its restoration.”

The bash on the banks of the toxic Gow-
anus Canal — where workers  recently re-
turned  to commence a  postponed pilot 
dredging program  as part of its cleanse 
that began  in 2016  — featured a perfor-
mance by an all-girl troupe of young danc-
ers that wowed the dozens of spectators 
who gathered to watch the show, accord-
ing to another Dredger.

“I think they loved it,” Harvey Re-
hal said of the Gowanus Wildcats drill 
team’s routine. “Everyone seemed to be 
in a good mood.” 

And the festivities included more than 
cutting a rug. 

The roughly 100 people who joined in 
the fun also browsed an exhibit showcas-
ing works by creators who included city-
based artist Simon Aredondo, and some 
of the more adventurous in attendance hit 
the noxious waterway in vessels to kick 
off  canoeing season on the canal , during 
which Dredgers members organize free 
expeditions on the channel on Wednes-
days and Saturdays through October, ac-
cording to Foote.

For the love of fi lth
Gowanusaurs come together to celebrate canal

Locals boogied with members of dance troupe the Gowanus Wildcats while they performed at the bash.
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A pair of courageous attendees braved the channel’s fetid waters 
during the event.
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AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

      

Williamsburg Community Apartments is pleased to announce that applications are being accepted to fill 
vacancies and to replenish the waiting list at 27-34 North 6th Street in the Williamsburg Northside section of 
Brooklyn.  This building was constructed through the New Housing Opportunities Program (NHOP) of the 
New York City Housing Development Corporation and the Participation Loan Program of the New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development.  The size, rent, and targeted income distribution for 
the apartments are as follows:   

*Subject to occupancy criteria  
** Includes gas for cooking, heat, and hot water – resident pays electricity 
***Income guidelines subject to change. Asset limits apply. 

Qualified Applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selected criteria. 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 
www.nyhhdc.com 
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Apartment 
Size 

Household 
Size* 

Monthly 
Rent** 

Total Annual Income Range*** 
Minimum - Maximum 

 
Studio 

 
1 

 
$1,407 

 

 
$50,126 - $58,480 

 

1 Bedroom 1 
2 $1,509 $53,692 - $58,480 

$53,692 - $66,800 

2 Bedroom 
2 
3 
4 

$1,820 
$64,389 - $66,800 
$64,389 - $75,120 
 $64,389 - $83,440 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 

      

www.nyhhdc.com 
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By Adam Lucente
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H
is war stories can get pretty graphic. 

A new art exhibit sketches one man’s 
journey through the chaos of the Syrian 

civil war, fleeing from the home of terror-
ist group ISIS to safety in Turkey. “Syria In 
Ink,” opening at Brooklyn Public Library’s 
central branch on May 15, features the words 
of Syrian journalist Marwan Hisham along-
side drawings from New York City artist 
Molly Crabapple. Hisham hopes that the il-
lustrated memoir will leave a record of the 
struggles facing the Syrian people that will 
last longer than his words alone.

“I think it leaves a better impression,” 
said Hisham, speaking via Skype from Is-
tanbul. “Words can sometimes be more 
easily forgotten. Illustrations last longer 
in your memories.”

The exhibit draws from the upcoming 
graphic novel “Brothers of the Gun: A Mem-
oir of the Syrian War.” Crabapple, a jour-
nalist and artist known for chronicling the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, traveled to 
Syria in 2014 to draw at the sites of bomb-
ings and at a camp for displaced Syrians, 
but she based most of her drawings for the 
book on Hisham’s eyewitness testimony, 
as well as on hundreds of social media im-
ages and videos from protests and attacks 
in the war-torn country.

Visitors to the exhibit can wear headsets, 
through which Crabapple and Hisham de-
scribe the stories behind the images, which 
include masked ISIS fighters raising their 
infamous black flag, smoke rising from the 
ground after air strikes, and massive anti-
government demonstrations at the Univer-
sity of Aleppo, Hisham’s alma mater. 

Crabapple says that art can help fill the 
voids of history, creating images based on 
the memories of witnesses, in places where 
photographers cannot go.

“Art can resurrect what could otherwise 
be lost,” she said. 

Hisham’s home city of Raqqa, once the 
capital of ISIS, was largely destroyed after 
a major offensive by the United States and 
Syrian allies. Crabapple hopes her drawings 
can help preserve the memory of the city as 
Hisham knew it, before the battle.

“I was very concerned with daily life 
in Raqqa,” she said. “I wanted to show it 
was a place people ran their daily lives, 
struggling to survive under an evil occu-
pation.”

The exhibit also explores how people 
under ISIS rule reconciled their opposi-
tion to the group with their need to sur-
vive. Some residents of Mosul willingly 
stayed under the group’s rule, even when 
they could have left, said Hisham.

“Some had property, houses, sectarian-
ism played an important role,” he said. “And 
it could be a sense of security.”

Crabapple will speak at the opening on 
May 15, and Hisham will share a video mes-
sage from Turkey. He hopes the drawings 
and words will inform people in the United 
States about the extraordinary hardships 
faced by all Syrians.

“It’s a simple caricature, it’s not about 
me,” he said. “It’s about a Syrian who lived 

through this, and how he perceived and re-
acted to what was going on.”

“Syria In Ink” at Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central Branch (10 Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.org). Open-
ing reception on May 15 at 7:30 pm. On 
display through June 30. Free.

Dad rock

They’ve got this music thing down to a sci-
ence! 

A Brooklyn duo of dads will debut a fam-
ily-friendly album of indie-rock that celebrates 
scientific innovation with a puppet-filled rock 
show at Brooklyn Bowl in Williamsburg on May 
20. The papas behind  the Pop Ups  say that their 
fifth record of chil-
dren’s music, “Giants 
of Science,” was partly 
inspired by the presi-
dent’s dismissal of cli-
mate science — a polit-
ical aspect that parents 
might appreciate, even 
if the kids do not, ac-
cording to one half of 
the duo. 

“It’s an album about scientific truths, and 
as much as making a science album is a politi-
cal act now, then it’s political,” said Jason Rab-
inowitz, who lives down the block from musi-
cal partner Jacob Stein in Park Slope.

For this show, the Pop Ups will play with a 
five-piece band for the first time, in addition 
to its usual collection of puppet pals. The new 
indie rock and electro-pop songs explore the 
phenomena of light and sound and laud astro-
nauts and astronomers, paying homage to the 
people and field of study that make the world 
go round, Stein said. 

“We wanted to make an album that really cele-
brated science and experimentation,” he said. 

The dad duo was inspired to create an album of 
scientific and technical tunes after being tapped 
to write the theme song for the National Public 
Radio children’s science podcast “ Wow in the 
World ,” which evolved into the new song “How 
Do We Know,” said Rabinowitz.

“We took that theme song and extrapolated it 
into a whole song — how do we know anything? 
Scientists do experiments and we accept the con-
clusions of multiple experiments,” he said. 

An elaborate stage show will keep the con-
cert full of surprises, said Stein. 

“It’s based around visuals — it has puppetry, 
live drawings, props, and visual storytelling,” 
said Stein. “We’re always looking for that sense 
of wonder, where you don’t know what’s going 
to happen next.”

The Pop Ups at Brooklyn Bowl (61 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 12th Street in Williamsburg, www.
brooklynbowl.com). May 20 at 12:30 pm. $12.

— Julianne McShane

M U S I C

This party will raise the farm roof!
An olde timey country band will help visitors 

travel back to the 18th century during a fund-rais-
ing concert and picnic at Marine Park’s historic 
Hendrick I. Lott House on May 20. The perfor-
mance, ancient games, and green surroundings 
of the 1720 farmhouse will provide a break from 
modern city life for musicians and attendees 
alike, said the group’s mandolin player.

“So much of what we play feels like a step 
back in time,” said Ben Quinn. “It’s interest-
ing to play at a property as old as the songs 
are, even older.”

The Good Morning Nags will play its coun-
try, folk, and bluegrass tunes on the porch of 
the Lott House, one of the oldest homes in the 
borough. The day will also include picnic food, 
drinks, lawn games, and children’s activities, 
such as hoop rolling — a game from antiquity 
where kids roll a hoop as long as possible. 

This type of event is in line with how the Lott 
family used the house in prior centuries, said 
a board member of Friends of the Lott House, 
which is throwing the party to raise cash for its 
preservation and education activities. 

“The Lott family really enjoyed their outdoors 
space. They did a lot of parties and picnics on 
the lawn,” said Kim Howard. “We wanted to 
bring back this heritage.”

Friends of the Lott House has held more events 
this year, as the structure’s interior nears res-
toration, including  a lecture series  focusing on 
the history of Marine Park, happening next on 
June 7. This picnic is an opportunity for Lott 
House supporters to further establish the prop-
erty as a gathering place for the neighborhood, 
said Howard.

“It’s a chance to get to know your neighbors 
and enjoy the lawn,” she said. “We’re trying to 
make it a community area.”

For the Good Morning Nags, the Lott House 
is not only a trip back in time; it is a journey 
back to their roots. The members are split be-
tween Flatbush and Queens, but they all moved 
from rural Indiana 10 years ago. Strumming 
their guitars, banjos, and mandolins at the Lott 
House feels like a slice of country living, said 
one band member.

“It very much feels like the type of communities 
and sites we used to play at back then,” said Quinn, 
who lives near Prospect Park. “We don’t get op-
portunities like this as much in New York.”

“A Lott Lawn Picnic: Fund-raiser” at the Hen-
drick I. Lott House (1940 E. 36th St. between 
Fillmore Avenue and Avenue S in Marine Park, 
(718) 375–2681, www.lotthouse.org). May 20; 
noon–4 pm. $50 ($25 kids). — Adam Lucente

A Lott of folk 
M O R E  M U S I C

The art of war
Drawings from Syrian civil war at Brooklyn Library

Students: (Pictured clockwise from 
top) The drawings in “Syria in Ink” 
are based on real events, such as 
this protest over the murder of a 
teenage boy, where police shot at 
protestors in Raqqa. Hisham, now 
in Turkey, attended the University of 
Aleppo, where protests like the one 
shown here took place before rebel 
groups took the eastern part of the 
city. The person’s face in the bottom 
left reads “revolution university.” 
And Crabapple based her pen-and-
ink drawings not only on Hisham’s 
eyewitness accounts, but on hun-
dreds of images and videos taken by 
people from protests and battles.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re having a ball!

A vintage pinball ar-
cade in the People’s Play-

ground will host a full night of 
flipper-themed entertainment 
next weekend! The Coney Is-
land Pinball Party on May 19 will 
fill the Sideshows by the Sea-
shore Theater and its Freak Bar 
with films, performances, and 
enough pinball free play to ful-
fill an arcade aficionado’s wild-
est dreams, said the Mill Basin-
ite producing the night. 

“We’re really looking for-
ward to it as a way to promote 
the  [Coney Island Pinball] Mu-
seum , what we are doing with 
pinball out there — people are 
really into pinball, it’s really on 
the rise,” said Dennis Catalfumo. 
“We just want people to come 
and play and have fun on all vin-

tage machines.” 
The party will start with three 

short but fascinating documen-
taries about the game — includ-
ing one from Vice that explains 
pinball’s criminal past, when it 
was considered a form of illegal 
gambling, said Catalfumo. The 
flipper flick features an inter-
view with Robert Sharpe, who 
in 1976 played a game of pinball 
in a New York City courtroom 
in order to demonstrate that it 
was a game of skill, and not of 
chance. 

“He helped save pinball,” said 
Catalfumo. “Not too many peo-
ple know that.”

Guests will also be enter-
tained by three live perform-
ers with acts based on the sil-
ver ball, including burlesque 
dancer Gigi Bonbon, the reign-
ing Miss Coney Island; Justin 
Weber, yo-yo master and mas-
ter juggler; and Serpentina, a 

snake charmer and self-de-
scribed “Grinder Girl.”

Serpentina — Coney Islander 
Stephanie Torres’s stage name 
— is a welder by trade. During 
her act, she will literally grind 
on her guitar until sparks shoot 
into the audience, performing to 
a song about counting to 12 that 
played  during an animated pin-
ball sequence on Sesame Street , 
she said. 

“I have metal plates on my 
body and have a guitar, I use a 
metal grinder and shoot sparks 
into the audience on the stage 
to the music,” said Serpentina. 
“It’s like the way they did on the 
cartoon on Sesame Street, when 
you pull back to shoot the ball — 
that’s how the cartoon starts.”

And all of the machines will 
be set to “free play” for the night, 
offering a full spectrum of fun, 
said Catalfumo, whether you 
are pinball wizard or just an 
apprentice. 

“It’s a real cross section of 
Coney Island talent, theater 
performance, and play, letting 
everybody have a great night,” 
he said. 

Coney Island Pinball Party 
at Sideshows by the Seashore 
Theater (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). May 19 
at 10 pm. $15.

Going full tilt
Pinball Party celebrates 
vintage arcade machines

Ready to play: Coney Islander Stephanie Torres, known by her stage name Ser-
pentina, will grind metal on stage at a pinball party on May 19.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 11

Notorious 
‘RBG’
Brooklyn native and 
current Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, now 85, has 
become an unlikely 
pop-culture icon. 
Catch the new docu-
mentary about her rise 
to fame, “RBG,” open-
ing tonight at cinema 
and eatery Nitehawk, 
and then chat with 
directors Betsy West 
and Julie Cohen.

7:05 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $12.

SATURDAY
May 12

A wine art
Mother’s Day may be 
Sunday, but mom 
needs wine now! Take 
her to the Brooklyn 
Crush Wine and Artisa-
nal Food Festival for a 
three-hour session of 
sipping reds, whites, 
and rosés from a cus-
tom-etched, crystal 
tasting glass and 
chowing down on 
cheese, crackers, and 
more substantial 
snacks from Brooklyn 
restaurants. 

2 pm and 7 pm at the 
Landing at Industry City 
[enter at Second Avenue 
between 36th and 37th 
streets in Sunset Park, 
www.newyorkwineevents.
com). $54 ($120 VIP early 
entry). 

SUNDAY
May 13

Design up
First, call your mom! 
Then head out to the 
Brooklyn Designs 
exhibit at the Brook-
lyn Museum, where 
you can check out 
furniture, lighting, 
tableware, art, tex-
tiles, technology and 
jewelry (pictured) 
from local designers. 
And join the 3 pm 
tour that examines 
the design elements 
that make Prospect 
Park so great!

11 am–6 pm at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklyn-
museum.org). $15 (stu-
dents, industry free).

MONDAY
May 14

Bombastic
Tonight’s talk about 
nuclear proliferation 
“A New Arms Race?” 
has been scheduled 
for months, but 
recent events in Iran 
and North Korea 
have made it espe-
cially timely. Investi-
gative journalist Eric 
Schlosser and nuclear 
weapon expert Alex 
Wellerstein will get 
you up-to-date on 
the latest nuclear 
threats. 

8 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society (128 
Pierrepont St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynhistory.org). $5.

THURSDAY
May 17

‘Force’ out
After three years, 
magician Tanya Solo-
mon is hanging up 
her top hat! The host 
of the monthly 
“Force Majeure 
Vaudeville” show is 
going on tour, and 
her final variety show 
at the Cobra Club will 
feature a ventrilo-
quist, a comedy jug-
gler, a contortionist, 
and a Coney Island 
strongman.

9 pm at Cobra Club (6 
Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (917) 
719–1138, www.cobraclub 
bk.com). $15 ($10 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 11
NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S WON-

DERFUL WIZARD OF OZ: The 
burlesque company takes a trip to 
a magical world fi lled with heart, 
brains, courage, and butts! $15–$30. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus), www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SILENT DISCO ON THE 
BOARDWALK: Councilman Mark 
Treyger sponsors a free, silent dance 
party, with participants donning 
headphones to hear music streamed 
from the dee-jay. Free. 7–10 pm. 
[Coney Island Boardwalk at W. 
17th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
373–9637]. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAMBER 
MUSIC SOCIETY: The Brooklyn 
Heights group performs its fi nal clas-
sical music concert of the season. 
$30 ($20 students). 8 pm. Chapel 
at First Unitarian Church [119 Pier-
repont St. between Clinton St. and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 858–0718], www.brooklyn-
chambermusicsociety.org. 

DANCE, “NOT AN ENDING AT ALL”: 
An evening-length work that ex-
plores the homes we build for the 
spirits that haunt us. $22 ($18 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Ca-
lyer St. between Banker Street and 
Clifford Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

FILM, ART OF BROOKLYN FILM FES-
TIVAL SHORT FILMS: Enjoy four 
short movies by fi lmmakers based 
in Brooklyn. Free. 8 pm. Owl’s Head 
Park (Enter at 68th Street and Colo-
nial Road in Bay Ridge). 

COMEDY, HOUSE OF BRICKS: A rip-
roaring comedy show from Hannah 
Boone, Brandon Ream and Gideon 
Hambright. With $4 beers during the 
show. Free. 8:30 pm. Precious Metal 
[143 Troutman St. between Central 
and Evergreen avenues in Bushwick, 
(917) 386–3230], www.facebook.
com/preciousmetalbar. 

COMEDY, “VAPOR 2099”: A science 
fi ction–themed sketch comedy show 
set in a dystopian cyberpunk future 
with fl ying drones, fl oating cars, 
and tons of vaping. $10. 9:30 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

SAT, MAY 12
TOUR, HISTORIC KINGS THEATRE 

TOUR: Learn about the history and 
architecture of a former movie pal-
ace and its new life after a $95M res-
toration. $15. 2 pm. Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in Flat-
bush), www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, VERDI’S “AIDA”: Regina 
Opera debuts its production of Ver-
di’s “Aida,” about the secret love af-
fair between an enslaved Ethiopian 
princess and an Egyptian war hero. 
In Italian with English supertitles. $25 
($20 students and seniors, $5 teens). 
3 pm. Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
School Auditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. 
at 60th Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, “THE DIRT” AND “TRANS-
MUTATION HELIX”: Composer 
Vanessa Rossetto presents a fi lm 
and sound piece about generational 
trauma; and sound artist C. Laven-
der presents a performance piece 
about sound, stress, and physical 
pain. $15. 8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

MARKET, BUST CRAFTACULAR: 
Browse a craft market with more 
than 75 vendors, and sit in for more 
than 50 workshops and classes. Free 
(classes $15, $85 full day pass). 11 
am–7 pm. Industry City Factory fl oor 
(274 36th St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park), www.
bust.com.

BROOKLYN BIKE JUMBLE: Get your-
self a new or used bike, new and 
used accessories, clothing, collect-
ibles, artwork, overstocks, and bar-
gains galore. Free. 9 am–4 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. at 4th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
www.oldstonehouse.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With opening act 

Blackbear. $45–$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: With Charlie 
Wilson, Kem, Boyz II Men, and 
Joe . $66–$156. 7 pm.

FRI, JUNE 1
MUSIC, YO! MTV RAPS 30TH AN-

NIVERSARY EXPERIENCE: With 
Big Daddy Kane, Flavor Flav, 
Doctor Dre, and many more. 
$76–$156. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

FESTIVAL: With Bad Bunny, Miky 
Woodz, Liro Shaq, and many 
more. $76–$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Oscar D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many more. $71–
$146. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Baby boy: Charlie Wilson will headline the “Mother’s Day 
Good Music Festival,” at Barclays Center on May 12.
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A New Production of Shakespeare’s Perfect Comedy
from the Tony-Nominated Director of The 39 Steps

BY William SShhakkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
DIRECTED BY MMarrrriiiiiiaaaa  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAiiiiiiiiiiiiiitttttttttttttttttttkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

THREE WEEKS ONLY!  
MAY 10-27, 2018

� �

TICKETS BY PHONE: 866.811.4111  OR ONLINE:
WWW.THEACTINGCOMPANY.ORG

 $55*    T I C K E T S

    

For Shows 
Through  5/17 
USE CODE BKP255

O R D E R  N O W  A N D  S A V E !

 $60*    
T I C K E T S

For Tue-Thur Shows 
Through 5/24
USE CODE BKP260

POLONSKY SHAKESPEARE CENTER 
262 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are the eyes on the 
storm.

A new exhibit open-
ing in Red Hook this weekend 
showcases the work of artists 
from Dominica and other Ca-
ribbean islands devastated by 
Hurricane Maria. “Dominica 
After Maria,” opening May 12 
as part of the Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition’s 40th 
season, will not only raise cash 
for disaster relief groups — 
it also offers a big boost for 
the artists involved, said the 
show’s curator. 

“I organized this exhibit 
with the inclusion of other 
Caribbean artists because I 
wanted them to get the op-
portunity where people can 
support them and buy their 
work, or donate to the Carib-
bean disaster management,” 
said Donna Mason. 

Mason, an art agent, first 
travelled to the island nation of 
Dominica in 2010, and devel-
oped relationships with many 
artists there. After Hurricane 
Maria hit the island, she felt 
obligated to organize a char-
ity event.

“I am Jamaican, but I’m 
very connected to Dominica,” 
she said. “I learned about the 
country and connected with 
a lot of artists, and after this 
hurricane, I knew those artists 
would illustrate their experi-
ences and need help.”

There are eight artists in 
the exhibit — four with Do-
minican roots, some with 
other connections to the is-
land, and others from coun-
tries that have faced similar 
natural disasters, according 
to Mason.

One artist, Mercedes Nu-
gent-Head, has painted an im-
age of ocean waves inspired 
by stories from her late mother 
and grandmother, who were 
raised on Dominica. Nugent-
Head, who lives in Guade-
loupe, says that her painting 
hits a sore spot, since she has 

never been able to visit the 
place it depicts. 

“I never got to go to Dom-
inica — and I was actually 

planning on going to Domi-
nica, and then Maria hit,” said 
Nugent-Head. “When I get 
there one day, I hope to see 

what my mother talked about 
in her time there.”

Puerto Rican artist Johnny 
Camacho, whose home island 
was hit hard by hurricanes last 
year, has a collage piece in the 
show. He says the exhibit is a 
rare chance for visitors to see 
the aftermath of a natural di-
saster though the eyes of art-
ists who were affected.

“A lot of people might be 
oblivious to all the islands that 
got hit and the people that need 
help,” he said. “So I think it’s 
great to see artists from the is-
lands and get to see how their 
culture and upbringing is ac-
tually projected through their 
brushstrokes.”

“Dominica After Maria” at 
the Brooklyn Waterfront Art-
ists Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., Door 7, at the water in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2507, 
www.bwac.org]. Opening 
reception on May 12; 1–6 
pm. On display through 
June 17, Sat–Sun; 1–6 pm. 
$5 suggested donation.

Disaster artists!
A show of painters hit by a hurricane

Island living: (Top) Curator Donna Mason’s show 
supporting Caribbean artists will go on display at the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artist Coalition on May 12. (Bot-
tom) This collage piece by Puerto Rican artist Johnny 
Camacho depicts the island’s flag superimposed 
with the shape of the island.
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DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PPHHHHHHOTO: LIAM BILLINGHAM

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the 
Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% 
for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change 
at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes 
principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the 
minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A 
Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these 
accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

36-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

MARKET, MOTHER’S DAY 
POP-UP: The Fad Market 
presents a specially curated 
selection of 55 independent 
designers of art, jewelry, ap-
parel, bath and body care, 
tableware. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. City Point (445 Albee 
Square West in Downtown 
Brooklyn), www.citypoint-
brooklyn.com. 

FUND-RAISER, GIVE A 
PUCK!: Play air hockey to 
raise money for Planned 
Parenthood! $20. 7 pm. 
Ocean’s 8 at Brownstone 
Billiards [308 Flatbush Ave. 
at Park Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 857–5555], www.
oceans8ny.com. 

MUSIC, FEATHERY: $15. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 

Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

SUN, MAY 13
MUSIC, VERDI’S “AIDA”: 3 

pm. See Saturday, May 12. 
MUSIC, TANKERTIME!: Visit 

the 80-year-old tanker ship 
Mary A Whalen and enjoy 
a musicians’ jam of Medi-
terranean music at 9 pm. 
Free. 5 pm–midnight. Mary 
A Whalen, Tanker [Pier 11, 
Atlantic Basin, Brooklyn NY 
(Right near the Red Hook 
Ferry) in Red Hook, (917) 
414–0565], portsidenewy-
ork.org/portsideevents. 

MUSIC, KA BAIRD: $20 ($15 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

OUTDOORS, BASIC CANOE-
ING: Paddle on the water. 
This program is fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served, and may fi ll up. 
All minors must be accom-
panied by an adult. Free. 
11 am–2:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

MON, MAY 14
FAMILY, WATER SAFETY AND 

SWIM LESSONS: Swim 
Strong Foundation offers 
classes so families can get 
a jump on summer. Note: 
Participants must be at least 
8 years old and 55 inches 
tall. Free. 5–8 pm. Bushwick 
High School (400 Irving Ave. 
at Woodbine Street in Bush-
wick), www.swimstrong-
foundation.org. 

THEATER, “IMPOSSIBLE BUT 
TRUE”: Dan Furman’s new 
immersive musical revisits 
the Washington Irving clas-
sic Rip Van Winkle. Free. 7 
pm. Franklin 820 (820 Frank-
lin Avenue between Union 
Street and Nostrand Av-
enue in Prospect Heights). 

MUSIC, CARL BARTLETT, JR. 
QUARTET: The jazz band 
launches its sophomore 
album “Promise!” $10. 
8:30 pm. Bar Lunatico [486 
Halsey St. between Lewis 
and Stuyvesant avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
513–0339], www.barluna-
tico.com. 

COMEDY, THE ROAST OF 
YOUR 15-YEAR-OLD SELF: 
Comedians use photos, 
old diary entries, and musi-
cal numbers to mock their 
15-year-old selves. Featur-
ing Irene Fagan Merrow, 
Peter Smith, John Reyn-
olds, and more. $10. 8:30 
pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com.  

TUES, MAY 15
FUND-RAISER, ALIVE WITH 

ART: Brooklyn Arts Council 
honors Laurie A. Cumbo 
and Sugar Hill Capital Part-
ners at its annual gala, fea-
turing a cocktail hour, din-
ner, and live performances 
by Women’s Raga Massive 
and DJ OP. $425. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, Build-
ing 77 (Flushing Avenue at 
Vanderbilt Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brookly-
nartscouncil.org. 

DANCE, FLAMENCO VIVO’S 
“MUJERES VALIENTES”: A 
new work by fl amenco leg-
end Belén Maya exploring 
17th-century Mexican poet 
and philosopher Sor Juana 
Inés de la Cruz, and 19th-
century activist and South 
American revolutionary 
Manuela Sáenz. $25–$59. 
7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette Av-
enue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

FMUSIC, PJ MORTON: The 
R&B singer plays with his 
six-piece on the “More 
Gumbo Tour.” $20. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

WED, MAY 16
TALK, ONLY BROOKLYN 

REAL ESTATE CONFER-
ENCE: Connect with some 
of the most powerful 
people in real estate at 
TerraCRG’s annual confer-
ence, featuring hundreds of 
real estate players at panel 
discussion and workshops. 
$275–$375. 8 am–4 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “A BRILLIANT GENO-
CIDE”: A documentary 
about United States involve-
ment with wars in Africa, 
followed by a panel discus-
sion. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Commons Cafe [388 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 624–5921], brooklyn-
peace.org. 

MUSIC, THE SEA AND CAKE: 
$20. 8 pm. Elsewhere (599 
Johnson Ave. at Varick Av-
enue in Bushwick), www.
elsewherebrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Gastor 
Almonte, Kat Radley, Kerry 
Coddett, Saurin Choksi, and 
more. $10 ($5 in advance). 9 
pm. The Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, MAY 17
MUSIC, PUSSY RIOT: The po-

litical Russian band plays a 
rare U.S. show. $30 ($25 in 
advance). 7 pm. Elsewhere 
(599 Johnson Ave. at Varick 
Avenue in Bushwick), www.
elsewherebrooklyn.com. 

DANCE, FLAMENCO VIVO’S 
“MUJERES VALIENTES”: 
7:30 pm. See Tuesday, 
May 15. 

READING, “MEMPHIS RENT 
PARTY”: Robert Gordon 
discusses his book about 
the history of music in Mem-
phis, followed by a perfor-
mance by Jonathan Kane’s 
February. Free. 8 pm. Kings 
County Distillery Gatehouse 
(299 Sands St. at Navy 
Street in Navy Yard), www.
kingscountydistillery.com. 

FRI, MAY 18
MUSIC, “SWAMP IN THE 

CITY” CAJUN MUSIC FES-
TIVAL: A three-day festival 
of Louisiana dance hall 
bands, workshops in music 
and dance, and Creole 
cuisine. $30–$35 ($85 for 
three-day pass). 6 pm–mid-
night. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “SHE-SHE-SHE”: 
A play inspired by the 
friendship between Eleanor 
Roosevelt and leading black 
activist Pauli Murray. $25 
($15 students and seniors). 
7:30 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Hoyt and Smith 
Streets in Downtown). 

SAT, MAY 19
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FAC-

TORY TOUR!: Join Kings 
County Distillery on a tour 
and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the 
past. $20. 4:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Navy Yard at BLDG 92 
[63 Flushing Ave. at Carlton 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 907–5932], www.
bldg92.org. 

FAMILY, VIKING FEST: Come 
and celebrate everything 
Nordic at this years annual 
festival, with a scavenger 
hunt, music from Clann Eire-
ann Pipers, Scandinavian 
dancers, and a Festooned 
Facial Hair Contest. Free. 
10 am–5 pm. Owls’ Head 
Park [68th St. and Colonial 
Road in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–5950].

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

UpNorth [17 Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick, (718) 456–1700, www.upnorthbk.com]. Open Mon–Fri, 4 pm–4 
am; Sat–Sun, 2 pm–4 am.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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By Camille Sperrazza

hen you’ve got 90 
years of experience, 
you know how to 

throw awesome parties.
Their grandparents may 

have started Sirico’s Ca-
tering, but two cousins, 
Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep 
these parties going ev-
ery night.

Weddings
A bit overwhelmed with 

all to be done? Your life 
just got easier because 
everything you need is 
coordinated by Sirico’s 
in-house wedding plan-
ner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to 
get married here? Say 

the word, and the plan-
ner will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s 
got to be good. With cus-
tomized menus for every 
taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and 
food in a separate room 
for the cocktail hour, then 
make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. 
Of course, there’s a lovely 
bridal suite for the bridal 
party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and 
videos will be treasured 
for a lifetime, so Sirico’s 
works with proven pho-
tographers and videog-
raphers who make sure 
special moments are cap-
tured. The beautiful gar-

dens and active fireplace 
in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting 
sets the mood and atmo-
sphere, so color-coordi-
nate your event with an 
LED lighting package. It 
can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized ef-
fects that include an im-
age of a bright blue sky. 
Sirico’s has it all covered 
with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Sweet 16s
Busy moms can relax 

because Sirico’s party 
planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party 
starts in the Entourage 
Room where the guest 
of honor can wait with 
friends before the intro-

ductions begin.
Tropical Bar: Say 

aloha to the place where 
teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina cola-
das, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded 
with fun food, customize 
designed to taste. Among 
the offerings: taco sta-
tions, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For des-
sert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, 
and Sirico’s famous choc-
olate fountain. 

Decorations: Select 
from in-house designs 
and decorations, tailored 
to teens. Balloon center 
pieces are always a hit.

Other parties
Every special occasion 

calls for unique needs, 

and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. Whether 
it’s an anniversary, re-
tirement, Communion, 
Conf irmation, corpo-
rate event, or other spe-
cial occasion, Sirico’s is 
the place to be. 

There are party rooms 
that can accommodate up 
to 100, 200, and 300 peo-
ple. 

Valet parking and a 
parking lot make it con-
venient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 
13th Ave.between 80th 
and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricos.net]. Open 
Tuesdays through Sun-
days, from 1:30 to 9:30 
pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Grand
Opening

Kidney stones, 
or renal calculi, are 
crystal-like structures 
that develop in the 
kidneys due to high 
levels of minerals or 
compounds in the 
urine. People with 
kidney stones typi-
cally report severe 
pain in the abdomen, 
groin, and/or lower 
sides and back as 
chief symptoms, but 
other signs can in-
clude bloody or pain-
ful urination, discol-
ored or foul-smelling 
urine, and nausea 
and vomiting.

Doctors typically 
detect the presence 
of kidney stones 
through diagnostic 
tests like blood or urine tests, x-rays and com-
puted tomography (CT) scans.  “We often use 
CT scans to locate the stone and determine 
the size,” says Lawrence Stam, M.D., associate 
chief of nephrology at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital. “Based on this 
information, we can determine whether the 
stone is likely to pass on its own—which most 
do—or whether the patient may need medica-
tion to relax ureter muscles to help the stone 
pass, shockwave treatment (lithotripsy) to pul-
verize the stone, or placement of a stent—a 
small tube that opens up the ureter. Surgery 
is very rarely required, but when it is, it’s to 
remove extremely large stones or to remove 
stones that can’t pass due to a blockage.” 

“Once the stone is removed from the pa-
tient, it’s important to determine what caused 
it to help prevent future stones,” says Dr. 
Stam. “To accomplish this, we send stones for 
lab testing to establish their type.” 

Four primary types of kidney stones ac-
count for the majority of cases. Calcium kidney 
stones, which form when the kidneys do not 
flush excess calcium, are the most common. 
People susceptible to this type of kidney stone 

may avoid them by 
reducing salt, meat 
and eggs in their di-
ets, and although it 
may sound counter-
intuitive, by eating 
a calcium-rich diet. 
Eating foods rich in 
calcium helps stone-
forming compounds 
like oxalate leave the 
body.

Rapidly form-
ing struvite kidney 
stones can develop 
after a urinary tract 
infection and are 
made up of mag-
nesium, phosphate, 
and ammonium. To 
minimize the risk for 
this type of kidney 
stone, avoid urinary 
tract infections by 

drinking fluids, urinating without delay when 
the need arises, and keeping the urethra free 
from bacteria by wiping front to back when 
using the restroom. 

Uric acid kidney stones form when the body 
cannot process the amount of uric acid it pro-
duces from digesting foods that contain pu-
rine.  Some of the most commonly eaten foods 
containing purine include red meat, shell-
fish, and organ meats like liver. The risk may 
be reduced by limiting the amount of meat 
consumed to fewer than six ounces per day. 
Drinking alcohol and eating processed sugar 
can also increase the risk for uric acid kidney 
stones and should be avoided by people who 
have a history of this type of stone. 

More rarely, cystine kidney stones are di-
agnosed. These develop due to cystinuria, an 
inherited condition that causes an amino acid 
called cystine to leak into the urinary system. 
Drinking more water and eating more fruits 
and vegetables may help prevent this type of 
kidney stone.

To make an appointment with a nephrologist 
at NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hosptial, call 718.499.CARES

Lawrence Stam, M.D., associate chief of nephrology at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, 

checks in on a patient.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Everyone has a seat at this table.
The co-owner of a Williamsburg res-

taurant where foodies can wait weeks to 
snag a reservation teamed up with a do-
good group to open a different kind of 
kitchen that cooks up hot meals for some 
of Brooklyn’s most vulnerable.

“They asked me to purchase the 
equipment and set up the food purvey-
ors, like setting up a small restaurant 
and kitchen,” said restaurateur Josh Co-
hen, a proprietor of Lilia at 567 Union 
Ave. “I do most of the cooking, and we 
have a bunch of volunteers.” 

Cohen — whose eatery’s Italian cui-
sine earned its chef a prestigious James 
Beard Award on Monday, and another 
nomination for the culinary honor last 
year — worked with members of the 
North Brooklyn Angels to build the 
kitchen inside N. Eighth Street’s Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel church. 

The space is a new home base for the 
good Samaritans to prepare the food 
they dole out to those in need via their 
mobile food truck the “Angelmobile,” 
which started cruising local streets on 
weekdays back in 2017, according to 
Angels co-founder Neil Sheehan, who 
said the group sourced its meals from a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant soup kitchen before 
it built its own cooking space.

And the free cuisine the Angels serve 
is far from your run-of-the-mill bagged 
lunch.

Volunteers whip up flavorful plates 

April 29 ribbon-cutting ceremony, where 
church leader Monsignor Jamie Gigan-
tiello blessed the space with holy water 
before its volunteer cooks hit the stoves, 
according to Sheehan, who said the fa-
cility furthers his group’s mission to 
lend a hand to those in need. 

“Our focus is on involving neighbors 
in volunteer work that helps those who 
are struggling in our own communi-
ties,” Sheehan said. “There needs to 
be a bridge between new folks mov-
ing into the community, and folks who 
have been around a long time and are 
economically challenged.”

such as chicken curry over rice and len-
tils that all come with a side of leafy 
greens, Cohen said. 

But the community-oriented chefs 
also plan their menus based on customer 
feedback, according to the restaurateur, 
who also owns a stake in another North 
Brooklyn eatery, Greenpoint’s Anella and 
Chez Ma Tante on Calyer Street.

“We try different dishes each week 
to see what the guests are responding 
to,” he said. 

Cohen joined Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel clergy and do-gooders from 
the Angels to debut the kitchen at an 

No reservations necessary
W’burg restaurateur builds kitchen to feed needy

Our Lady of Mount Carmel clergy and volunteers from the North Brooklyn Angels cut the ribbon to open 
the do-good group’s new kitchen built by Williamsburg restaurateur Josh Cohen.
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The executive director of North Brooklyn Angels, Ryan Kuonen, in 
front of the mobile soup kitchen known as “The Angelmobile.”
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THIS WEEK ON THE RADIO:

Bill Harris talks neighborhood boundaries
TUNE IN TUESDAY AT 2:30 AT BROOKLYNPAPER.COM
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neighborhood and what they 
did,” she said. “I saw a cul-
tural center, a marketplace, 
and public murals, and we 
want to mimic that.”

Many in the borough’s Hai-
tian and Caribbean commu-
nities endorse her proposal, 
Bichotte said, and  the woman 
who spearheaded the Little 
Caribbean designation  said 
she backs the idea, too. The 
proposition also received 
the support of Community 
Board 14, whose district in-
corporates Flatbush and Mid-
wood, as well as local pols 
including Williams, Hai-
tian-born Flatbush Coun-
cilman Mathieu Eugene, 
and Mayor DeBlasio.

nue market allegedly attacked 
a woman on April 25.

The victim, 46, told police 
she was shopping at the gro-
cery between St. Marks Ave-
nue and Prospect Place at 8 pm 
when the owner’s 20-year-old 
son shoved her, causing her to 
stumble to the ground.

The young man has not 
been arrested, according to 
police, who said the case has 
been closed.

Bad break
Some jerk busted up a 

man’s car parked on Flatbush 
Avenue on April 28.

The victim told police he 
left his ’03 Honda Pilot near 
the Prospect Park Zoo at 1:30 
am, and returned later that 
morning to discover some rep-
robate had smashed his front 
passenger-side window.

Locked up
Cops arrested a 35-year-old 

man who they said attacked 
his uncle on 10th Street on 
April 27.

The victim, 55, told po-
lice he’d been arguing with 
his nephew between Third 
and Fourth avenues at 1 pm, 
when, as he attempted to walk 
away, the younger man threw 
a lock at him.

Officers arrested the 
nephew on assault charges 
later that day, while inves-
tigators took snaps of a gash 

the uncle sustained from the 
attack, cops said.

Cold clocked
A woman punched another 

lady in the face following a 
dispute over ice cream on 11th 
Street on April 23.

The victim told police the 
other woman grew irate af-
ter she set up her ice-cream 
stand near Prospect Park 
West at 3:30 pm, when she 
suddenly socked her once in 
the kisser.

The miscreant fled in the 
wake of her dastardly sucker 
punch, heading towards Grand 
Army Plaza along Prospect 
Park West, according to au-
thorities.

She remains out of cus-
tody, and the 78th Precinct 
has since closed the case, au-
thorities said. 

— Colin Mixson

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Stoop dupe 
A looter stole clothes, 

money, and electronics from 
in front of a 48th Street home 
sometime overnight on April 
26.

The owner of the goods 
told police she left them on 
her stoop between Second and 
Third avenues unattended 
from 9 pm on the 26th un-
til about 6 am the following 

1750 86TH  ST.
BROOKLYN,  NY  11214

718-680-2121

Grimaldi & Yeung LLP

www.gylawny.com

MUST RSVP by May 21, 2018: mcoppola@gylawny.com or (718) 238-6960

When: Thursday, May 24, 2018
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM

Where: Tom’s Restaurant
782 Washington Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY
at the corner of Sterling Place

9201 4th Avenue, 6th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11209
546 5th Avenue, 6th Fl., New York, NY 10036 

Tel: (718) 238-6960
Fax: (718) 238-3091    

Attorney Advertising

Judith D. Grimaldi presents:
“Are Trusts a Must? How to Protect Your Assets”

In honor of  Older Americans month 
 you are invited to a 

complimentary breakfast seminar

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 2

BLOTTER...

LITTLE HAITI... and Farragut Road after Haitian 
forefather Jean-Jacques Des-
salines at the meeting.

And after decades of Hai-
tians settling in Brooklyn, the 
immigrants and their descen-
dants deserve an official dis-
trict showcasing and celebrat-
ing their contributions to the 
borough’s culture, according 
to Bichotte.

“We want to bring aware-
ness and invite people to 
come and see the neighbor-
hoods we live in, what kind 
of businesses we frequent, 
the churches we go to, and 
the language we speak,” she 
said. “And sometimes in or-
der to do that, we need to pro-
mote who we are.”

Little Haiti announce-
ment (Nostrand and Newk-
irk avenues in Flatbush, 
www.littlehaitibk.org) on 

May 18 at 11 am. Free.
Haitian Flag Day “Sel-

ebrayson” at Bklyn Com-
mons (495 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Lefferts Avenue in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, 
www.caribbeanfilm.org) on 
May 18 at 6 pm. Free.

Patricia Brintle art show at 
Assemblywoman Bichotte’s 
district office [1312 Flatbush 
Ave. between Foster Av-
enue and Farragut Road in 
Flatbush, (718) 940–0428] 
on May 19, from 6 to 9 pm. 
RSVP required by e-mailing 
derrickl@nyassembly.gov. 
Free.

Haitian Flag Day street 
fair (Nostrand Avenue be-
tween Clarendon Road and 
Avenue D in Flatbush) on 
May 20, from 11 am to 6 
pm. Free.

day, at which point she real-
ized they were gone. 

Fraudster 
A thief used a 17th Street 

resident’s credit card num-
ber to purchase more than 
$2,700 worth of goods on 
April 30. 

The man, who lives be-
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, told po-
lice around 1:30 pm on May 1 
that he still had his card.

Scissor hands 
Police arrested a man who 

they said punched a woman 
in the face and used scissors 
to poke her in the left leg 
while inside a Seventh Ave-
nue apartment on April 30.

The assault took place in-
side the building near 47th 
Street between 8:15 and 9 
am, leaving the victim with 
a puncture wound, authorities 
reported. Officers arrested the 
man the same day, accord-
ing to cops.

Counter swipe 
A quick sneak stole a man’s 

wallet containing $60 while 
inside a 15th Street store on 
May 4.

The man left his wallet on 
the counter of the store at Fifth 
Avenue around 8:30 am, and 
when he returned about 30 
minutes later, it was gone, 
police reported. 

Phone jack 
A punk pushed a woman, 

threw her to the ground, and 
stole her iPhone 8 Plus inside 
a Fourth Avenue restaurant 

on May 5. 
The assault occurred at the 

eatery near 37th Street around 
12:45 am, officers said.  

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Beat down 
Four brutes assaulted 

a man on 11th Avenue on 
May 3, punching him in the 
face and hitting him over the 
head and on his arm with a 
black menu board and a base-
ball bat. 

The assault occurred at 
62nd Street around 2:15 am, 
and left the victim with swell-
ing to his left arm and a lacera-
tion to the left side of his head, 
according to a report.

 The victim told cops that 
a woman was waiting in a car 
and whisked the louts away 
towards 12th Avenue after 
the beating.

Bad day at work
A pilferer took a wom-

an’s iPhone 6 and wallet 
from her purse that she left 
at her Seventh Avenue office 
on May 2.

The theft occurred at the 
office at 64th Street just af-
ter 1 pm, and the thief fled 
in an unknown direction af-
terwards, cops said. 

Three K gone 
A criminal stole $3,000 

from the bank account of an 
85th Street resident on May 2, 
the victim told police. 

The man, who lives be-
tween Fifth Avenue and Fort 

We all make mistakes, think-
ing something is right at the 
time that proves wrong in 
the end. 

My children get me. Not 
to say they always like it, that 
I’m always stopping to say hi 
and talk to neighbors instead 
of moving along with them 
wherever we’re meant to go. 
Not that my writing a column 
about them and our life is al-
ways such fun. But it’s what 
I do, for better or for worse. I 
try to understand people, and 
relationships (my own most of 
all) and it means I don’t have 
one specific Party Agenda ex-
cept love.

I think fighting is a dumb 
waste of time. We spend so 
much time fighting that we 
never even have time to dis-
cuss solving the problems over 
which we fight.

We think we have vastly 
different notions of you and 
me, them and us. Except, the 
thing is, we really don’t.

My favorite line in a song 
ever, a line that put to rest 
years and years of childhood 
sleeplessness (“the Holocaust 
Hangover” one Jungian ther-
apist suggested), was a Sting 
line. It was some song about 
the Russians, and why the 
Cold War, then raging, was 
unlikely to turn hot because 
“the Russians love their chil-
dren too.” (Well, at least he 
hoped they did).

They felt love. Maybe 
not for us, but they felt love 
for their own. I got it, and it 
made sense. So maybe even 
though all the newspaper 
headlines were screaming 
“WAR!” and all the movies 
being made were about the 
horrible ashen aftermath of 
said war, we were all going 
to be okay. 

And when I say we, I really 
mean I, cause I was mostly 
worried about me surviving, 
let’s face it. The only reason 
we get so caught up in the 

news and all the things go-
ing on is because of our own 
fears. Sure, we want to help 
other people. 

Believe me, I want (in 
theory) to help other peo-
ple. But it’s really subcon-
sciously about me and those 
folks I’d text to tell where the 
lifeboat is. 

My son got it right. I don’t 
divide The Good Ones from 
The Bad Ones in terms of po-
litical party or the candidate 
people back. 

I don’t divide them by race 
or religion or even by what 
neighborhood they live in (al-
though I have my prejudices). 
I guess I pretty much rule out 
the people I want on my life-
boat in terms of their levels 
of anger and hate. 

Those are the people who 
scare me.

As someone once smartly 
said in an interview I did for 
Advertising Age — “it’s a 
psychographic, not a demo-
graphic.” 

Brilliant! They weren’t try-
ing to reach African-Ameri-
can women between the ages 
of 34 and 54, they were trying 
to reach a person who thought 
a certain way, who had cer-
tain values. 

It’s funny. During the last 
presidential election, I ended 

up with some friends at their 
weekend house upstate. 

It was a lovely place, and 
their friends and children were 
delightful. 

They were generous and 
kind to us. And then it came 
out: the whole last one of them 
was voting for Trump. 

My kids were scared. They 
know I don’t back down and, 
at the time, I thought the lovely 
Hills was the answer. 

But I wasn’t mad. I didn’t 
think they were more or less 
nice, generous, or smart than I 
thought they were before that 
information.

I was interested to hear 
their reasoning, as they were 
interested in hearing mine. 
People have their opinions. 
Within reason, we must let 
them. 

It reminded me that I live 
in a free country and that I 
shouldn’t be so quick to judge 
who’s who, cause we are all 
highly complex and simple 
at the same time. It reminded 
me that people I like can have 
different opinions, and we can 
still laugh and enjoy life to-
gether.

We can get along just so 
long as we share the most 
important values of love and 
community. 

And that takes practice.

I listen more closely to 
hushed voices, which is 
why I heard him. 
“My mom isn’t really a 

Trump supporter,” I heard 
him explain to his friend, a 
frequent visitor to our home. 
“She just doesn’t like all 
this hate and anger toward 
him.”

To be fair, I could be re-
membering the exact verbiage 
wrong. But that was the gist: 
“No worries. There wasn’t a 
‘Trump Republican’ in our 
midst. There was just some 
doddering middle-aged hip-
pie who wasn’t a fan of all this 
name-calling.” 

I smiled in the living room, 
happy that my ears were still 
working well enough to tune 
in to that low frequency, and 
excited that my son has picked 
up a thing or two by living 
with me. Yay! My values have 
come across!

I don’t give a damn who’s 
president. I’ve been defend-
ing the loudmouth-elect in 
my uber-liberal neighborhood 
since he was elected, trying to 
calm everyone down with the 
notion that there are poor and 
warring and deported peo-
ples under every last one of 
our presidents. My own be-
loved Roosevelts put the Jap-
anese in internment camps. 

Lessons long learned from 
an Englishman in New York

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

STORE CLOSING

SALE!
EVERYTHING MUST GO

UP TO 75% OFF

OPEN EVERYDAY 12:00-8:00 PM  

(212) 260-3388  

170 AVENUE B, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009

(b/w 10th & 11th st.)

Photograph  
by Layla  

Kovacevic

AFTER 30 YEARS
Hamilton Parkway, reported 
the theft to authorities just af-
ter 7:15 pm.

Cleared out 
A burglar made off with 

$2,200 from a Third Avenue 
business on May 4.

The pilferer stole from 
the business at 74th Street 
just after 11:15 am, and en-
tered through the back door, 
which he also damaged, ac-
cording to a report. He stole 
the cash from the register and 
counter drawer before flee-
ing in an unknown direction, 
cops said. 

Keyed up 
A robber stole $175 and 

keys to both a house and a 
Mercedes from an 88th Street 
home on May 4. 

The theft occurred around 
7 pm, when the homeowner 
returned to her place between 
Battery Avenue and Parrott 
Place and found the prop-
erty gone 

Road rage 
A lowlife cut another mo-

torist off with his car while 
driving on Fourth Avenue on 
May 4, before starting a ver-
bal fight with him and dam-
aging his vehicle.

The incident occurred at 
Shore Road just after 7 am, 
when the angry perp jumped 
onto the hood of the driver’s 
car, kicking his roof and front 
windshield, before fleeing the 
scene in his car, cops said. 

— Julianne McShane

Haitian-American Assem 
blywoman Rodneyse Bi-
chotte.
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Little Haiti at its next legislative 
meeting sometime in late May, 
according to the pol, who said 
she hopes the local lawmak-
ers will also consider her pro-
posal to co-name Rogers Ave-
nue between Eastern Parkway 

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

Police arrested a man 
suspected of killing a re-
nowned educator while bur-
glarizing his Flatbush home 
on May 7.

Paramedics pronounced 
Jeremy Safran — a profes-
sor of psychology at the New 
School in Manhattan — dead 
at the scene after authorities 
found him unconscious and 
unresponsive in the base-
ment of his Stratford Road 
residence at 5:54 pm, while 
responding to a 911 call about 

the in-progress burglary, ac-
cording to a police spokes-
man. 

“He had trauma to the 
head and body,” the spokes-
man said. 

Officers also found the 28-
year-old suspect hiding inside 
a basement closet, and took 
the man into custody, later 
charging the Sheepshead Bay 
resident with murder and bur-
glary, cops said.  

Safran’s death shocked fac-
ulty and students at the New 
School, where the 66-year-
old academic gained notori-

ety for his work with psycho-
therapy, according to a rep for 
the institution.

“Jeremy was deeply re-
spected and admired by the 
New School community and 
his colleagues throughout the 
psychology profession,” the 
spokeswoman said. “We of-
fer our deepest condolences 
to his family.”

Police are still investi-
gating the incident, and the 
medical examiner has not yet 
determined the cause of Sa-
fran’s death, according to of-
ficials.

Professor found dead in Flatbush home invasion

Police are investigating the death of Jeremy Safran, 
who cops found unconcious and unresponsive in-
side his Stratford Road home on May 7.
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Bichotte likened the des-
ignation she seeks to that es-
tablishing Little Caribbean — 
which did not name the area 
as a historic district under the 
protection of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, but 
rather as a cultural district in 
name only that can lure more 
investment and tourism dol-
lars to the area by champion-
ing its heritage, she said.

“It’s more of an economic 
opportunity for our commu-
nity recognizing the contribu-
tions we’ve made,” Bichotte 
said. “We’ve been living 
here for decades, and now 
that it’s being gentrified, we 
don’t want that history to go 
unknown.”

Council will vote to officiate 
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would require his client to use a vehicle in order to transport 
the “heavy” phones, according to the lawyer.   

“Without driving, she would be no use to Clear Captions. 
The neurologist knew that and wrote her a letter that clearly, 
in plain English, said she could resume all prior functions,” 
Jacobs said. “Understanding that, she drove on the date of 
what can only be described as a horrific accident.”

Essewein pushed Chun to set Bruns’s bail at $100,000, 
claiming her January hit-and-run made her a flight risk. But 
Jacobs countered that his client should be spared from a Rik-
ers Island cell because of her health, and asked she be placed 
on house arrest for the duration of the trial instead. 

Chun ultimately split the difference, setting bail at $75,000 
bond and $25,000 cash.

Bruns, a mother herself, has never been convicted of a 
felony, according to Jacobs, and could potentially avoid any 
prison time if convicted through a conditional discharge, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the district attorney — who  in 
February  charged a motorist suffering from multiple scle-
rosis with reckless manslaughter after his condition alleg-
edly caused him to fatally collide with a man on an East 
Flatbush street last year.

But the Staten Island mom deserved to be slapped with 
the count of reckless manslaughter — and whatever jail time 
it may bring — according to Mayor DeBlasio, who called 
the charge “the right thing to do” when asked about the ar-
raignment at an unrelated press conference.

“I said back at the time I could not understand why she 
wasn’t arrested,” the mayor said. “There’s no reason she 
should have been driving.”
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they need to beat this deadly addiction.”
Health Department officials launched that study with 

$100,000 in taxpayer funds allocated by Council in 2016, 
riling some locals who worried that finding locations for 
the safe-injection facilities would be  a controversial pro-
cess  akin to selecting homeless-shelter sites.

But before any addict can step in to shoot up under super-
vision, DeBlasio’s plan must be approved by the state De-
partment of Health; Councilman Stephen Levin, whose dis-
trict includes the current Vocal New York site; and District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez, who would need to refrain from 
prosecuting the users and facility staff who participate in 
the semi-legal drug consumption.

Gonzalez, however, quickly pledged his support for the 
initiative, after launching his own program in February that 
allows opioid addicts to avoid jail time by participating in 
counseling programs.

“We are in the midst of an overdose crisis,” the district 
attorney said. “I intend to work with the NYPD, local offi-
cials, and members of the community to make sure that any 
facility opened in Brooklyn would be safely integrated into 
the community, and would connect substance users to treat-
ment and other health and social programs.”

The mayor also has an ally in Levin,  who wound up in 
handcuffs while protesting for the release of the Health De-
partment’s study the day before it came out , according to 
a spokesman.

“We certainly think that kind of community effort was 
a factor in really moving the needle on this issue,” said Ed 
Paulino. 

And officials at the state’s Health Department are currently 
reviewing DeBlasio’s proposal, an agency rep said.

“We have received [a letter from the mayor’s office] and 
the report, and look forward to thoroughly reviewing it,” said 
Gary Holmes. “We of course support the mission of reduc-
ing opioid-related deaths, and have been studying multiple 
options for combating the opioid epidemic.”

If the scheme is approved, Vocal New York staff would 
hire medical supervisors equipped with Naloxone — a drug 
usually administered as a nasal spray that quickly counter-
acts the effects of heroin — who could save hundreds from 
overdosing, according to safe-injection site proponents.  

A facility in Canada, for example, reduced overdose fa-
talities by 35 percent, while another site in Australia low-
ered the death rate among users by a whopping by 80 per-
cent, according to the city hygiene agency’s study.

And opening a local facility would also help clean up the 
borough, according to a Vocal New York leader, who said 
Brooklynites wouldn’t have to wait so long to use public 
bathrooms in particular. 

“The idea with these programs, with any harm-reduction 
program, is to have a place where people feel safe,” said Fred 
Wright. “They can come in and not try to use in a bathroom 
at Fulton Mall, and they can start to build connections of 
trust to address what’s going with them.”

Continued from page 1

DEBLASIO…

15 YEARS…
Continued from page 1

land known as South Brook-
lyn, which stretched from the 
banks of the East River to ar-
eas today’s locals call Red 
Hook and Gowanus, accord-
ing to a Brooklyn Historical 
Society bigwig.

“The separate names for a 
lot of the areas that we know 
as Brownstone Brooklyn are 
a relatively recent thing,” said 
Julie Golia. “We don’t have 
municipality-designated 
neighborhoods, it’s a little 
bit of a free market the way 
we understand them.”

And some Brooklynites re-
mained reluctant to embrace 
the Boerum Hill moniker years 
after it was coined, according 

Continued from page 1

HOODS...
to the author of “The Inven-
tion of Brownstone Brook-
lyn,” who argued that some 
locals who led a 1966 protest 
against the city’s demolition 
of an abandoned brownstone 
in the area likely would not 
have called it by its current 
name back then.

“Most surely had not heard 
of Boerum Hill,” Suleiman 
Osman wrote in his tome. 
“For most Brooklynites in the 
1960s, the block was an in-
distinguishable part of South 
Brooklyn.”

In 1973, when city preser-
vationists at the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
 designated a swath of Boerum 
Hill for protection as a his-

toric district , they set Wyck-
off, Hoyt, Pacific, and Nev-
ins streets as its boundaries 
to create a jagged stretch that 
included roughly 250 build-
ings, most of them row houses. 
And last October, when the 
agency kicked-off a process 
to consider expanding the 
Boerum Hill Historic Dis-
trict, it proposed  extending 
those boundaries  — but not 
far enough to include the 80 
Flatbush site or even its sur-
rounding city blocks.

The fact that present-day 
Boerum Hill didn’t even ex-
ist 60 years ago undermines 
those arguments against the 
project that are based solely 
on its location, according to 
supporters, who claimed its 
opponents’ angst boils down 
to privilege and a bad case of 
NIMBY or “not in my back-
yard” thinking.

“It’s incredibly NIMBY 
— there’s such an emphasis 

on ‘this is our neighborhood, 
we don’t want anyone else in 
it, we want it to ourselves,’ ” 
said William Thomas, a mem-
ber of the citywide, pro-de-
velopment group Open New 
York, who lives in Manhattan. 
“What happens in one neigh-
borhood effects another, the 
idea of shutting yourself off 
from the rest of the city is in-
credibly unfair.”

Some 80 Flatbush critics, 
however, argue its polariz-
ing location is secondary to 
its poor planning, and that 
the complex containing 900 
new apartment units — 200 
of which will be so-called af-
fordable housing — on top 
of new elementary and high-
school classrooms doesn’t be-
long anywhere in the borough 
as designed. 

“I have said it doesn’t mat-
ter what neighborhood it’s in,” 
said Howard Kolins, the presi-
dent of civic group the Boerum 

Hill Association, whose  web-
site  claims the megadevelop-
ment is in Boerum Hill, not 
Downtown. “We don’t think 
this development is intelligent 
development.”

But the project’s proximity 
to the massive Atlantic Ter-
minal transit hub and its pub-
lic benefits — including the 
new schools and below-mar-
ket-rate apartments — are too 
important to sacrifice to a de-
bate over its neighborhood, 
according to a bigwig at an 
organization that promotes 
economic and environmen-
tal stability through urban re-
search and planning.

“I don’t think it’s important 
whether you call this particu-
lar site Downtown, Boerum 
Hill, Flatbush, or even Fort 
Greene,” said Moses Gates, 
who works for the Regional 
Plan Association. “This is the 
kind of place where these de-
velopments should go.”

Even Fort Greene residents are fighting the proposed 80 Flatbush project be-
cause they worry it will block the sun and destroy their garden.
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They’re leaf-ing it in a judge’s 
hands.

A group of Fort Greeners is taking 
the Department of Parks and Recreation 
to court after officials  fibbed about the 
health of dozens of trees  they want to 
chop down in Fort Greene Park to make 
way for their  controversial  makeover of 
a swath of the green space.

“We found so much misinformation 
coming from the Parks Department,” said 
Sandy Reiburn, a member of anti-rede-
sign group Friends of Fort Greene Park, 
which filed the lawsuit last month. “It is 
basically cutting down healthy trees for 
the purpose of a redesign — what other 
funny business is going on?”

Last year, agency leaders claimed the 
trees in question wouldn’t survive for 
much longer while trying to gain support 
for their plan to refashion a corner of the 
meadow near Myrtle Avenue and Saint 
Edwards Street, prompting Reiburn and 
a fellow friend of the park to request a 
report by city-hired arborists on the sta-
tus of the plants — which the locals said 
showed the trees were perfectly healthy 
after they received the study via a Free-
dom of Information Law request.  

And after uncovering that untruth, 
the friends of the park began to wonder 
what the agency withheld from another 
redesign-related report on the park’s his-
tory and current condition, which arrived 
heavily redacted after the group submit-
ted another foil request for that docu-
ment, according to their lawyer.

“Nothing that makes anyone more cu-
rious than being told that you can’t see 
something,” said Michael Gruen. “It’s a 

good report, very thorough and objective 
— I’m talking what we can see of it — 
and it is hard to imagine on what basis 
they removed large sections.” 

Gruen on April 20 submitted an Ar-
ticle 78 appeal — a legal motion that 
challenges decisions made by city or 
state agencies — to a Supreme Court 
judge in Manhattan, demanding offi-
cials fork over the entire contents of 
the redacted report that landscape ar-
chitects prepared in 2015 as the Parks 
Department planned the makeover of 
Fort Greene Park, which calls for ax-

ing the mostly healthy trees and level-
ing some decades-old hilly mounds in 
order to install an open pedestrian plaza 
leading from the street to the Prison 
Ship Martyrs Monument.

The judge will decide whether the 
agency must fork over the full study 
in the next few weeks, according to 
Gruen, who said the ruling will deter-
mine whether the friends of the park will 
proceed with a more robust lawsuit to 
stop the redesign in its tracks.

“Right now we have a case that can be 
decided quite quickly,” he said. “I hope 
that will tell us more, and if it’s necessary 
to do a suit over the actual project.”

And even if the current court case can’t 
upend the entire $10.5-million makeover 
— which is set to begin next year after 
being okayed by both the  local commu-
nity board  and  Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission  — its outcome could 
still lead Parks Department officials to 
reconsider axing the healthy trees, ac-
cording to Reiburn.

“Maybe this will slow them down 
to come up with a reasonable compro-
mise where the trees remain viable,” 
she said.

Earlier this month, another New York 
State court  ruled in favor of journalists’ 
Article 78 suit against the city , grant-
ing them access to Mayor DeBlasio’s e-
mails with a bigwig at a powerful con-
sulting firm after the reporters argued 
the documents were necessary to de-
termine what, if any, influence the man 
held over Hizzoner’s decisions while 
in office.

A Parks Department rep declined re-
quests for comment, citing a policy not 
to discuss pending litigation.

Taking Parks to the bench
Ft. Greeners sue to stop meadow’s makeover

Fort Greeners opposed to the 
Parks Department’s redesign of a 
corner of their eponymous mead-
ow filed suit against the agency 
after it fibbed about the health 
of trees it planned to cut down as 
part of the project.
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By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

An off-duty police officer 
who allegedly pistol whipped 
a man after a rear-end colli-
sion on Jan. 1 was arraigned 
in court Wednesday on a lit-
any of charges, including as-
sault.

“This defendant’s alleged 
aggressive driving and out-
rageous behavior resulted 
in a frightening attack on a 

fellow motorist,” said Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonza-
lez. “There is no place for 
road rage in Brooklyn and it 
is especially alarming com-
ing from a trained police of-
ficer.”

The officer, who faces up 
to seven years in prison, al-
legedly was driving his Jeep 
Cherokee that had illegal lights 
and sirens near Avenue N and 
Bedford Avenue, flashing his 

high beams at a car in front of 
him, which he then hit from 
behind. He then allegedly ex-
ited his vehicle, and hit the 
driver of the other car in the 
face with his gun, and then hit 
him repeatedly with his hand-
cuffs before driving off, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

The victim followed the of-
ficer in his car while his girl-
friend called the police, ac-
cording to court documents, 

which said both drivers were 
allegedly running red lights 
and speeding and the victim 
eventually crashed into the 
officer’s Jeep, but the officer 
again fled. The officer did not 
report the incident to police, 
prosecutors said.

The officer was originally 
arrested on Jan. 2, accord-
ing to the district attorney’s 
spokesman, and is currently 
out on bail.  

Off-duty police offi cer charged in 
New Year’s Day road-rage assault 
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