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Your World  — Your News

INSIDE: OUR GUIDE TO BROOKLYN’S LONG, HOT, AWESOME SUMMER 

Strike a prose 
Models strutted a runway set up inside the Brooklyn Public Library’s Central branch 
on May 11 for an event showcasing clothes created by the 15 aspiring designers who 
recently completed the book lender’s inaugural Fashion Academy, a 12-week program 
staged in conjunction with Pratt Institute and textile purveyor Mood Fabrics that taught 
the budding local fashionistas the ins-and-outs of building their brands.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They want to bid this merchant 
group adieu. 

Leaders of the business-im-
provement district charged with 
promoting commerce in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill better 
step up their game, or the mom-
and-pops that foot the so-called 
bid’s budget want out, according 
to irate shopkeepers.

“Get rid of the bid. It’s garbage, 
and does nothing for us,” said 
Ralph Jawad, who runs two Ful-
ton Street businesses and a Lafay-
ette Avenue deli within the orga-
nization’s domain. “All of Fulton 
Street is paying money to it, and 
what is the bid doing?”

Many of the enraged entre-
preneurs said that Fulton Area 
Business Alliance bid bigwigs’ 
failure to stop the Department 
of Transportation from  starting 
to add dedicated bus lanes to a 
stretch of Fulton Street spanning 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill  last 
November was the last straw af-
ter years of neglect from the or-
ganization. 

Shopkeepers blasted the lanes 
as bad for business because they 
would increase congestion, reduce 
parking, and complicate deliver-
ies, and chastised bid leaders for 
disregarding their concerns when 
they supported the infrastructure 
plan at the time.

But the controversial bus lanes 
are just the latest example of the 
bid’s failure to improve its com-

BID BAD GULF
Ft. Greene and Clinton Hill businesses turn on local booster

Many shopkeepers claimed the bid didn’t do enough to 
stop the installation of Fulton Street’s dedicated bus lanes. 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ja

so
n 

Sp
ea

km
an

 

mercial district — which incorpo-
rates Fulton Street between Ash-
land Place and Classon Avenue; 
Lafayette Avenue between Ash-
land Place and S. Portland Street; 
and parts of Greene and Putnam 
avenues.

The business owners are also 
fed up with its allegedly subpar 
promotion of their shops, inade-
quate security services, and poor 
management of area construction 
work — including the city’s long-
delayed transformation of Fulton 
Street’s triangular pedestrian is-
land Fowler Square into an open 
plaza,  a makeover the bid con-
ceived of way back in 2010 .

“Building this pedestrian plaza 
took longer than expected, which 
hurt everyone around the triangle. 

And the bid was the lead on this 
project,” said Dimitrios Koutrou-
manos, the owner of Academy 
Restaurant on Lafayette Avenue. 
“The scheduling was pretty hor-
rific.”

And now many shopkeepers are 
tired of paying the taxes that fund 
the organization, which collects 
varying amounts of cash from the 
entrepreneurs based on their store 
frontage and other factors to sub-
sidize its annual $480,000 budget 
— money it should use towards 
street beautification, security, and 
other services that roughly two 
dozen business owners said are 
lacking in a letter they recently 
penned to the city asking for a 
way out.  

“The bid has not just failed to 

improve our lives, it has unim-
proved them. Our unhappiness 
with FAB has only grown over 
time,” read the April 30 letter to 
the Department of Small Busi-
ness Services, where officials pro-
vide support to individual bids, 
but do not have a say in their op-
erations.

But the dissatisfied shopkeep-
ers are forgetting that bid lead-
ers actually reduced the amount 
of regulations the Transportation 
Department wanted to enact with 
the Fulton Street bus lanes, ac-
cording to the business boost-
er’s head.

“People have been going around 
telling businesses things that 
are not true. We testified at the 
community board, reached out 
to DOT and elected officials, 
and as a result DOT cut the bus 
proposal’s street parking limita-
tions by 50 percent,” said Phil-
lip Kellogg. “And FAB secured 
additional loading zones to help 
with the businesses to send and 
receive.”

The bid is also collaborating 
with New York’s Finest to better 
protect its member businesses, and 
working on ways to improve its 
communication with shopkeep-
ers, whose best interests remain 
its top priority, Kellogg said.

“We actively and aggressively 
work with NYPD and other law 
enforcement agencies, and have 
been recognized for our efforts,” 
he said. “We have been ramping 

See BID  on page 11

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This “aye” saw a different way for-
ward.

The civic gurus who voted against a 
rezoning proposal for a divisive mega-
development on the edge of Boerum 
Hill are shortsighted, and neglected to 
consider the benefit of hashing out the 
project’s finer points with its developer 
when casting their ballots, said the lone 
Community Board 2 member who sup-
ported the scheme at a May 9 full-board 
meeting.

“I wanted to hopefully have an oppor-
tunity to negotiate,” said Clinton Hiller 
Lenny Singletary, the panel’s second vice 
chairman. “When you say ‘no,’ you re-
move all opportunity to negotiate.”

Thirty-two board members, however, 
overwhelmed Singletary’s solo vote of 
support with their “nay” votes on the 
upzoning request for 80 Flatbush — a 
five-building complex with residential, 
educational, cultural, and commercial 

spaces that builder Alloy Development 
wants to erect on a patch of  land bounded 
by Flatbush and Third avenues and State 
and Schermerhorn streets . Two board 
members recused themselves from vot-
ing, and five abstained.  

The project includes the construction 
of 38- and 74-story towers that would be 
triple the size of what regulations cur-
rently allow on the land, leading many 
locals and pols to blast it as simply too 
massive for its location, and requiring 
its developer to push it through the city’s 
Uniform Land Use Review Process be-
fore breaking ground.      

And Singletary’s fellow board mem-
bers’ purely advisory vote against 80 

Flatbush, which followed a  unanimous 
“nay” vote by the panel’s Land Use Com-
mittee , completely ignored the scheme’s 
public benefits — including a newly built 
350-seat elementary school,  a separate 
facility for high-schoolers studying in-
side the currently beleaguered Khalil Gi-
bran International Academy building on 
Schermerhorn Street , 200 below-market-
rate apartments, and the local jobs the 
complex will generate, he said.     

“It’s an opportunity to bring jobs to 
Brooklyn and provide the school with 
other resources,” said Singletary, who 
moderated  the first ulurp-mandated pub-
lic hearing on 80 Flatbush  in March. “If 
it was solely about a development with 
no other components, it would have been 
easy to say, ‘this is too massive.’ ”

If the city ultimately denies the up-
zoning, Alloy bigwigs intend to axe 
the so-called affordable housing and 
both schools, and instead work within 
current zoning laws to build one 400-
foot high-rise containing market-rate 

units, according to a rep.
And Singletary said the board could 

have at least rejected the current 80 Flat-
bush proposal with some recommended 
moderations — like it did with  a sim-
ilar rezoning request leaders of a Fort 
Greene church recently proposed in or-
der to erect their own planned tower  — 
which might lead to a compromise be-
tween developers and community that 
still results in some public boon.      

“I know many of my colleagues from 
the board kind of take an all or nothing 
approach. But maybe there’s a way to 
have a conversation, and get some con-
cessions,” he said.

The beep, who last month hosted 
his own hearing on 80 Flatbush, is ex-
pected to give his opinion on the project 
in the coming weeks, and the rezoning 
application now moves on to the City 
Planning Commission, then Council, 
before it finally lands on the desk of 
Mayor DeBlasio, who will ultimately 
decide its fate.

The lone voice of support
CB2 member explains vote in favor of Boerum Hill megadevelopment

PLUS: DA HITS 
EX-CB STAFFER IN 
PAY RAISE SCAM

SEE PAGE 4

Community Board 2’s full board overwhelmingly voted 32–1 against 
an upzoning proposal for 80 Flatbush — a shortsighted decision 
considering the project’s public benefits, according to the lone 
“aye” vote.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re remaking the brand-
ing!

The owners of Brooklyn Heights 
grocer Sahadi’s are stamping a new 
logo on the shopping bags and pack-
aging for their Middle Eastern deli-
cacies as they prepare  to expand their 
operation beyond Atlantic Avenue  to 
a new outpost in Sunset Park.

“Sometimes you just need a re-
fresh,” said Ron Sahadi, who with 
his sister Christine Sahadi Whelan 
took over day-to-day operations of 
the 70-year-old market in 2016. “We 
didn’t go away from who we are 
and what we do.”

For years, customers toted the 

shop’s nuts, spices, roasted cof-
fee, and other treats sold in bulk 
inside containers and bags embla-
zoned with a royal-blue logo that 
featured the Sahadi’s name written 
in a quirky, curved sans-serif type-
face above a drawing of the flag-
ship storefront its current co-owners’ 
grandfather opened in 1948.

But that logo also prominently 
displayed the original location’s 187 
Atlantic Ave. address, and manage-
ment decided that redesigning the 
branding to exclude the specific co-
ordinates made sense following the 
announcement the grocer would  set 
up shop inside Industry City  later 
this year, according to Sahadi.

“We killed the Atlantic 

About typeface
Sahadi’s debuts new logo as 
grocer grows beyond Heights

Avenue address,” he said.
Sahadi’s new address-free logo 

also features a drawing of the flag-
ship storefront, but the rendering 
is far more minimal than its pre-
decessor, and sits below the busi-
ness’s name written in a clean, 
serif font.

And the new branding, which the 
co-owners contracted a graphic de-
signer to create, is black — in large 
part because management struggled 
to replicate the former logo’s exact 
royal-blue hue on all of the store’s 
packaging, according to Sahadi, who 
said many loyal patrons approved 

of the change after he started stock-
ing shelves with materials stamped 
with the new design over the past 
several weeks.

“Two people on Saturday told 
me they love the new logo,” he said. 
“Everyone seemed to like it.”

Or most everyone, that is, be-
cause another loyalist blasted the 
switcheroo as unnecessary, and out 
of line with the type of old-school 
commerce the Sahadi family built 
its business on.

“Why the need to rebrand ev-
erything? Everyone loved the old 
logo,” said Crown Heights resi-

dent Bill Bradley, a self-proclaimed 
monthly customer of the Atlantic 
Avenue location. “It represented, to 
me at least, an old-fashioned way 
of shopping.”

Other Sahadi’s fans, however, 
said they don’t care what logo the 
grocer prints on its plastic bags as 
long as it continues to offer mouth-
watering food and dependable ser-
vice.

“I seriously did not notice [the 
logo] — I appreciate the food and 
the care that I get, ” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Jarilyn Kaplan. 

And lovers of the royal-blue logo 
still have time to snag a memento, 
according to Sahadi, who said his 
workers will continue to dole out 
packaging bearing the old brand-
ing until it all runs out.

And it’s not first time Sahadi’s pa-
trons lamented an aesthetic change 
at the store. In 2007, some dedicated 
shoppers blasted management for 
trading the grocer’s classic glass jars 
for generic plastic containers to dis-
play its bulk goods — but that swap 
was only temporary, and the glass 
vessels have since returned.

BEFORE AFTER

Brooklyn Paper deputy editor Anthony Rotunno weighs the 
new, left, and old, right, logos.
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Grand
Opening

9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209 

MAIN: 718.833.7616   
COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Our Doctors are well versed in the latest Medical 
Treatments including Mohs Micrographic Surgery, 

Narrow Band UVB, Biologic Therapy

A C N E   E C Z E M A   W A R T S

Botox & Facial Fillers 

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion, Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy (Vein Treatment) 

“Join us every Tuesday for Cosmetic Dermatology”

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.
GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C

JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

BAY RIDGE 
SKIN & CANCER 

DERMATOLOGY, P.C.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This building is letting it 
all hang out!

A new 12-story high-rise 
going up in Park Slope looks 
more Tetris block than resi-
dential tower because its upper 
floors jut out over open sky 
above the structure’s three-
story neighbor.

Architects of the build-
ing at 269 Fourth Ave. be-
tween First Street and Gar-
field Place said they came up 
with its seemingly suspended-
in-air design in order to make 
the most of the lot’s building 
rights — and the air rights 
above the next-door apart-
ment complex at 265 Fourth 
Ave., which the new tower’s 
builder scooped up not long 
after it purchased the devel-
opment site.

“There’s really more … de-
velopable area than the foot-
print allows. So, right off the 
bat, a lot of the design direc-
tion in how we want to de-
velop and study this is finding 
a place for that area,” said Jor-
dan Rogove, a head of Man-
hattan-based firm DXA Stu-
dio, which is designing the 
tower.

The high-rise will fea-
ture 39 condo units, accord-
ing to a rep for its developer, 
the uppermost of which will 

occupy what appear to be 
floating floors Rogove said 
will be supported by a canti-
lever — an engineering feat 
builders use to extend cer-
tain structures,  such as the 
Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way’s three-tiered section 
in Brooklyn Heights , above 
thin air. 

The asymmetric design 
will allow builder New Em-
pire Real Estate Development 
—  the company whose nine-
story Sheepshead Bay tower 
made headlines when it was 
announced last year  — to pack 
more square footage of living 
space into the tower, while 
keeping its height within the 
lot’s 125-foot limit set by zon-
ing laws, according to the de-
signer, who said parts of high-
rise’s interior will mirror its 
cantilevered facade.

“It’s unique for the neigh-
borhood, and it became a mo-
tif we’re repeating in the in-
terior,” Rogove said. 

The building’s condomin-
iums will include studios and 
similarly sized one-bedroom 
apartments priced at roughly 
$800,000, and top-floor three-
bedroom, two-bathroom units 
listed at around $3,000,000, 

Made to fi t
Tower’s zigzag facade to 
hang over neighboring lot

Parts of a new residential tower planned for Fourth 
Avenue will be cantilievered over a neighboring 
property.
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according to the developer’s 
rep, Howard Chen. 

And architects are still 
tweaking its final design, 
but Rogove said it will likely 
include ground-floor retail 
space, a gym and a lounge 
area, and a space atop the can-
tilevered components that will 
boast stellar views of the Man-
hattan skyline.

“The views are spectacu-
lar up there,” he said.

New Empire workers 
broke ground on the tower 
last month, after bigwigs 
bought the lot at 269 Fourth 
Ave. for $4.4 million back in 
2014, according to Chen, who 

said the firm scooped up the 
neighboring property at 265 
Fourth Ave.  for $5.5 million 
the following year.

And if all goes according 
to plan, it won’t be the first 
futuristic building to stand on 
the block when construction 
wraps late next year. In 2016, 
architecture firm ODA New 
York — the same company 
building the  towers at Pier 
6  in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
and  a swanky hotel coming to 
Crown Heights  — debuted a 
 high-design complex with its 
own jagged exterior  on land 
at the corner of Fourth Ave-
nue and First Street.

Changing
Brooklyn

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Cops are hunting for the 
killer who they believe shot 
two next-door neighbors to 
death inside their apartments 
in a Williamsburg public-
housing complex.

Authorities first found vic-
tim Ana Devalle, 62, shot ex-
ecution style with her hands 
bound and a bullet hole in 
her head around 6:47 pm on 
May 11, while responding to 
reported assault inside her 

fifth-floor unit in the Bush-
wick Houses building at 140 
Moore St., where paramed-
ics pronounced her dead at 
the scene. 

And less than two days 
later, police discovered De-
valle’s neighbor, 54-year-
old Basil Gray, unconscious 
with multiple shot wounds 
inside his apartment at the 
same location around 4:30 
pm on May 13.

Emergency responders 
also pronounced Gray dead 

at the scene, according to a 
Police Department spokes-
man, who said investigators 
suspect one sicko slaughtered 
both victims on the same day, 
based on evidence gathered 
in their ongoing probe of the 
incidents.

“There are indications 
that these two homicides are 
linked,” said police spokes-
man Sergeant Lee Jones. “We 
do believe they were killed 
the same day, within the same 
short time period.”

There were no signs of 
forced entry into either 
apartment, according to 
Jones, who could not con-
firm how many bullets hit 
each victim, or whether the 
perp stole items from the de-
ceased woman or man, de-
spite  reports  that officers 
found some money missing 
from Devalle’s apartment 
while searching it.

Authorities’ investigation 
into both fatal shootings is 
ongoing, Jones said.

Two homicides in Williamsburg
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Now there’s a faster way to treat strokes: 
Take the hospital to the patient.

The Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit is now in Brooklyn. 

It’s a stroke treatment center—complete with a CT scanner and access to a neurologist 
from Weill Cornell Medicine—that can travel straight to the patient, saving them 
precious time and precious brain cells. If you suspect someone’s having a stroke, call 911.

Learn more about the MSTU at nyp.org/mstu

No worker should earn less than the
minimum wage, ever. But in many low-
wage industries, including car wash,

where many workers are represented by the
RWDSU, that’s what has been happening for
years. Now, however, there’s hope that this will
change, and that countless workers in New
York state – including car wash, restaurant,
nail salon workers, and parking attendants –
will be guaranteed to take home at least the
minimum wage for their hard work. 

The RWDSU and other unions and worker-
advocates are leading the charge to get rid of
the so-called “tip credit,” which has allowed
operators to pay workers well below the
minimum wage on the theory that tips will
more than make up the difference. In reality,
however, this system has created a confusing
web of different minimum wages that often
provides employers with an outrageous
license to steal. In many cases, including car
wash, a mind-boggling morass of differing
sub-minimum wages – which can change
weekly – leaves workers scratching their head
over what their actual minimum wage is
supposed to be. 

Hearings, ordered by Governor Cuomo, are
being held throughout this spring and summer
in Buffalo, Syracuse, Long Island, New York
City, and Albany. Department of Labor officials
are hearing first-hand about the struggles
workers affected by sub-minimum wages are
experiencing. Workers have testified about the
inability to live in dignity because they can’t
afford decent housing for their families, and
how they can’t look for other work because
they cannot afford adequate transportation.
Workers struggle with paying their bills and
putting food on the table.

For the car wash workers in New York City
– especially those without union
representation – sub-minimum wages are a
vehicle for wage theft and systemic
underpayment. Investigations have shown that
employers don’t always make up the extra pay
for workers when tips are short, and car wash
workers don’t always receive the tips
customers presume are going into their
pockets. We shouldn’t be giving unscrupulous
employers additional opportunities to
underpay their workers, and that’s exactly
what tip credit does in the car wash industry
and many others. Car wash operators have
been fined and directed to make restitution for
wage theft to the tune of millions of dollars.

In many industries, immigrant workers are
particularly susceptible to tip credit-aided
wage theft. Nail salon workers, deliverymen,
car wash workers, restaurant workers; all are
affected by wage theft and the sub-minimum
wage loophole that makes it easier for
employers to underpay them and even steal
from them.

The ongoing hearings are an important
next step in ensuring that 5,000 car wash
workers in New York now have a chance to
earn fair wages for their work, and that no
worker in the Empire State is underpaid and
impoverished. It’s time to get rid
of the tip credit, eliminate
legal sub-minimum
wages, and raise wages
to make sure that all
workers have a chance
to thrive in New York.

Our Perspective

Workers Can’t Live on
Sub-Minimum Wages!
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Rumors abound that the an-
cient creature — believed to 
weigh more than 40 pounds 
and stretch nearly two-feet in 
length — plods among the 
nearly 560,000 permanent oc-
cupants of Brooklyn’s 478-a-
cre Green-Wood Cemetery, 
before sunning itself near the 
graveyard’s ponds and cast-
ing its large shadow on the 
tombstones of famous and 
infamous residents, includ-
ing William “Boss” Tweed — 
who built a 19th-century po-
litical empire and an historic 
 city courthouse  on a founda-
tion of corruption.

But they were just rumors.
Until now.

For today, this newspaper, 
after years of failed attempts 
to find the unfindable — to 
prove the unprovable — has 
finally obtained photographic 
evidence of a beast so elusive it 
had become known as the Sas-
quatch of Green-Wood.

That creature, of course, 
is Godzilla — the heretofore 
mythical saurian that struck 
fear into even the most lion-
hearted of gravediggers wary 
of crossing its path.

Whispers of its existence 
have persisted for years, with 
tales of its razor-sharp beak 
slicing up fallen trees and yet-
to-be-buried corpses like  a 
Ginsu through a tomato .

On warm days, it is be-
lieved to bubble up from 
the Sylvan Waters and lay 
its gnarly, pointed shell on 
a nearby monument to at-
torney-turned-artist George 
Catlin, a cemetery resident 
who gave up a life of law-
yering in the 1800s to paint 
Native American tribes liv-
ing out West.

Or so it was said.
Green-Wood’s own Eric 

Barna, who claimed to have 
spotted it just once about four 
years ago, thought it was some 
kind of dinosaur.

Beast of myth lives!
Photographs prove cemetery’s ‘Sasquatch’ is real

That comparison, of 
course, led to its, shall we 
say, nom de tombe.

Caught on film for the first 
time, that title seems a mis-
nomer.

For this armored giant, 
which many say is more be-
fitting of Green-Wood than its 
crowd-pleasing  Monk parrots 
and koi fish , turns out to be 
your basic chelydra serpen-
tina — or, as the kids today 
call it, a snapping turtle.

But calling him Gamera, 
for the equally imposing giant 
flying turtle from the equally 
exhilarating Japanese mon-
sterploitation films of yore, 
just doesn’t work — a fact you 
can chalk up to linguistics.

The common snapping tur-
tle, in fact, is nearly identical 
to similar fossil specimen that 
date back 228-million years, 
a point not lost on those that 
have tracked Godzilla.

“They co-habitated with 
archaeopteryx and bronto-
saurus,” said excited wildlife 
ecologist Michael McGraw, 
who works for Brooklyn-

based firm Applied Ecolog-
ical Services. “It just blows 
my mind.”

And despite the fact that 
turtles like Godzilla are fairly 
ubiquitous in North America, 
the same cannot be said for 
the County of Kings, where 
they were nearly hunted to 
extinction back when Gage 
and Tollner’s lunch special 
included a turtle soup so de-
licious, it sent lines out the 
Fulton Street institution’s re-
volving door and down Red 
Hook Lane.

Much like elephants, it is 
said that turtles never forget, 
so it is not unbelievable that 
any remaining would keep a 
low profile — thus the dif-
ficulty in finding the critter 
lurking amidst the burial 
ground’s headstones and 
within its ponds.

But now that its existence 
has finally been documented, 
it begs the questions, “Are 
there more out there, and, 
more urgently, should we be 
afraid?”

Local herpetologists sus-

pect at least one mating pair 
occupies each of its four ponds 
— an educated guess based 
on studies done at graveyard 
leaders’ behest.

“Breeding occurs in the 
water,” McGraw said. “It 
looks like a wrestling match 
between two giant turtles.”

Females often take to land 
following the aquatic love 
making to fuel gestation with 
the sun’s rays and find safe 
places to lay their clutches — 
meaning Godzilla is probably 
a she, and the mother of more 
than a few hatchlings.

“We hope there are baby 
Godzillas out there too,” 
McGraw said.

But those with the intesti-
nal fortitude to see the crea-
ture up close be warned: slow 
as it may be, it can slice off 
extremities in one bite.

“They’re called snapping 
turtles for a reason,” McGraw 
warned.

Editor’s note: This fea-
ture was written for fun, and 
not intended to be entirely 
factual.

Godzilla, a large snapping turtle seen around Green-Wood Cemetery, is as 
legendary among graveyard goers as its namesake is among fans of Japanese 
monsterploitation films.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Lout stabs man in the back on Lawrence St.
84TH PRECINCT

Brooklyn Heights–
Dumbo–Boerum Hill–

Downtown
A snake stabbed a guy in 

the back on Lawrence Street 
on May 5, cops said.

The villain attacked the 
man between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets around 6:30 
pm before running away, po-
lice said.

Paramedics transported the 
25-year-old victim, who po-
lice later discovered had an 
active warrant, to Methodist 

Hospital with a stab wound to 
the lower-left side of his back, 
officials reported.

Bike bandit
Some jerk stole a guy’s bike 

he locked up on Adams Street 
on May 6, police said. 

The 31-year-old victim told 
officials he chained his bike 

up near Front Street to go to 
the gym around 6:45 pm, and 
when he got back about an 
hour later, his two-wheeler — 
along with his lock, helmet, 
and lights — was gone.

In a split second 
A baddie swiped a wom-

an’s wallet inside a Mon-

tague Street bank on May 4, 
police said.

The 63-year-old victim told 
cops she placed her wallet on 
the automated-teller machine 
inside the bank near Clinton 
Street around 8:20 am.

Then she bent down to look 
in her bag, at which time the 
good-for-nothing must have 
swooped in and grabbed her 
wallet containing  credit cards 
and cash, according to au-
thorities.

Bag raiders
Three nogoodniks swiped 

a teen’s bag on Jay Street on 

May 5, officials said.
The 19-year-old victim put 

her black Coach bag down on 
the sidewalk near Willoughby 
Street around 3:50 am while 
arguing with a friend, and the 
trio of louts grabbed her purse 
and ran off, cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Drink up!
A scoundrel threw a hot 

cup of coffee on a worker in-
side a Myrtle Avenue bodega 
on May 11, police said. 

The villain entered the deli 
near Washington Park around 
11 am and became irate — 
hurling the piping-hot liquid 
on the victim working behind 
the counter, causing swelling 
and redness to his stomach, 
according to authorities. 

Wallet woes
Some sneak swiped a guy’s 

wallet inside a restaurant on 
Myrtle Avenue on May 6, 
cops said. 

The 28-year-old victim 
told police he was inside the 
eatery near Clermont Ave-
nue around 7:30 pm waiting 
for a food order when he left 
without his wallet.

The victim went back, but 
his wallet containing cash, his 
credit cards, and driver’s li-
cense was gone, according to 
officials.

Rubber robber 
A punk took tires off a 

victim’s car parked on Ry-
erson Street on May 8, po-
lice said. 

A witness told authori-
ties he saw the jerk remove 
the two front tires off his cli-
ent’s Honda near Park Ave-
nue around 11 pm.

The good-for-nothing 
then hopped into a 2001 gray 
Honda and drove off, author-
ities said.

Bye, cycle
A nogoodnik rode off with 

a guy’s electric bike parked 
on N. Elliott Place on May 
10, police said. 

The victim told cops he 
was making a food delivery 
near Park Avenue around 8 
pm when some malefactor 
rode off towards Flushing 
Avenue with his black A26 
electric bike. 

Printer pilfered 
Some rogue stole a guy’s 

printer from a university hall 
on Saint James Place on May 
11, cops said. 

The 23-year-old victim told 
authorities the good-for-noth-
ing took his FlashForge three-
dimensional printer from a 
classroom inside the college 
building near Clifton Place 
some time between 11:30 am 
and 6 pm.

 — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Concrete jungle
Some vandal went on a 

wrecking spree on Flatbush 
Avenue sometime overnight 
on April 25, busting windows 
of four different vehicles.

Four people complained to 
police that when they left their 
vehicles along Flatbush near 
a popular Prospect Park at-
traction between 9 pm and 2 
am the next day, they returned 
later to find at least one win-
dow of their cars busted.

Fortunately, none of the 
victims complained about 
stolen property, cops said.

No arrests have been made 
and the case has been closed, 
according to police.

Park assault
A 13-year-old girl smacked 

a 37-year-old woman in the 
face inside Prospect Park on 
April 27.

The victim told police she 
was in Brooklyn’s Backyard 
near Lincoln Road and East 
Drive at 5:40 pm, when the 

girl hit in her the face as she 
walked by.

The teen was not arrested, 
and police closed the case, 
cops said.

Rode away
A thief rode off with a 

woman’s bike she left inside 
a parking lot near her Fourth 
Avenue home on April 15.

The victim told cops she 
locked her bike in the lot be-
tween 12th and 13th streets 
at 7:30 pm, and returned al-
most two weeks later to find 
her ride stolen.

Candy man
Cops busted a 38-year-old 

man on burglary charges for 
allegedly stealing candy from 
the lobby of an Eighth Av-
enue apartment building on 
May 5.

Surveillance footage shows 
the suspect enter the lobby of 
the building between Third 
and Fourth streets at 7:15 pm, 
before snagging the package 
full of red candy and fleeing, 
according to authorities.

Hog wash
Some crook drove away 

with a man’s motorcycle he 
parked on Polhemus Place 
on May 3.

The victim told cops he 
parked his hog between Car-
roll Street and Garfield Place 
at 6 pm, and returned two days 
later to find his bike stolen.

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Pipe attack
Police arrested a pair of 

perps who they said broke 
multiple windows on a car 
with a metal pipe and then 
allegedly punched the driver 
in the face on Wakeman Place 
on May 10.

The alleged assault oc-
curred between Ridge Bou-
levard and Third Avenue, just 
before 4 pm, and left the driver 
with redness and swelling to 
his nose, officials said.

Slap happy 
A nogoodnik clocked a 

man in the face on Shore 
Road on May 7. 

The assault went down at 
82nd Street just before 2:45 
pm, and caused pain, bruis-
ing, and a laceration to the 
victim’s face, according to 
a report.

Phone a friend 
A brute threw a wom-

an’s phone to the ground on 
Gelston Avenue on May 7 af-
ter they got into a fight about 
road rage.

The good-for-nothing 
smashed the phone on the 
ground between 90th and 
92nd streets just before 5:30 
pm, according to authori-
ties.

Deflated tire
A punk slashed a tire on 

Fort Hamilton Parkway on 
May 11. 

The incident occurred 
around 6:45 am at 86th Street, 
cops said. 

Wheel down
A villain cut a motorcycle’s 

front tire on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway on May 12. 

The miscreant committed 
the crime between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues at 3:15 am, 
police said.   

Anti-social
Cops cuffed a woman 

who they said slapped an-
other woman multiple times 
in the face inside a 64th Street 
home on May 12. 

The pair was fighting 
about social-media postings 
in the home between Third 
and Fourth avenues at 10:30 
pm when the suspect knocked 
the woman’s phone out of her 
hand, breaking it, according 
to authorities.  
 — Julianne McShane
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s getting hammered!
The one-time highest-paid 

employee at Park Slope’s 
community board faces up 
to seven years behind bars 
for allegedly forging docu-
ments that netted him a five-
figure raise on the taxpayer’s 
dime, according to the dis-
trict attorney.

Craig Hammerman, who in 
October  stepped down as the 
district manager of Commu-

nity Board 6  after being  ar-
rested on stalking charges  that 
 officials later dropped , sent 
four letters requesting a sal-
ary hike to the borough pres-
ident between May 2015 and 
October 2017 — one that was 
allegedly signed by former 
board Chairman Gary Reilly, 
and three others featuring cur-
rent Chairman Sayar Lonial’s 
John Hancock.

But Lonial and Reilly never 
signed off on their staffer’s il-
licit pay raise, according to 
District Attorney Eric Gon-

zalez, who said that Ham-
merman’s scheme inflated 
his salary from $105,180 to 
$121,931 by the time of his 
resignation.

“This defendant allegedly 
sought to enrich himself with 
money to which he was not en-
titled,” Gonzalez said. “This 
betrayal of the public trust 
cannot be tolerated.” 

Members of the civic panel 
— which also serves Gow-
anus, Boerum Hill, and Red 
Hook — discovered Hammer-
man’s alleged forgery scheme 

during an internal review they 
launched following his post-
arrest hiatus, which lasted 
roughly six months, a law-
enforcement source said.

“His leave of absence then 
prompted an internal review,” 
the source said.

Sleuths with the city’s De-
partment of Investigation — 
an arm of the law that polices 
local government — then took 
up the community board’s 
probe of its embattled for-
mer district manager, and their 
work ultimately led Gonza-

lez to pursue the forgery con-
viction, according to a press 
release announcing the Mon-
day indictment.

Hammerman, however, 
readily admitted to sending 
the letters that resulted in his 
raise — and in salary bumps 
for other community board 
employees — but claimed Lo-
nial knew all about it because 
he told the chairman he would 
use money from a budgetary 
surplus to  boost staffers’ pay, 
according to his lawyer.

“Craig told the chairman 

DA charges former CB6 staffer with forging raise authorizations

with a criminal intent.”
The forgery allegations are 

also grossly exaggerated, ac-
cording to David, who said 
that as the community board’s 
district manager, her client 
was given access to a digi-
tized version of its chairmen’s 
signatures for administrative 
purposes. 

“This was the signature 
that he was authorized to 
use for all his dealings,” she 
said. “The community board 
members are volunteers, and 
things come up all the time 
that need a signature. So in-
stead of having them run 
around doing stuff, he was 
issued this digital stamp for 
his work.”

And Hammerman is sim-
ply not stupid enough to ille-
gally inflate his government-

issued pay, his attorney said, 
because anyone can look up 
his or any other public ser-
vant’s earnings with the click 
of a mouse.

“There’s no way someone 
can give themselves a raise 
and have it be a secret,” David 
said. “It’s posted online!”

Guilty or not, Hammer-
man’s six-figure salary in 
2017 wasn’t even the high-
est among Brooklyn com-
munity-board employees 
that year. The district man-
ager of Southern Brooklyn’s 
Community Board 18, Doro-
thy Turano, collected a whop-
ping $150,362, and her coun-
terpart at Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint’s Community 
Board 1, Gerald Esposito, 
took home a cool $123,304, 
according to records.

of the board, ‘We found some 
money in the budget and we’re 
using it for raises,’ ” said Joyce 
David, the same attorney who 
got Hammerman’s stalking al-
legations dropped. “They’re 
going to have a very hard 
time proving he did anything 

Hammerman in hot water

Craig Hammerman
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AFTER 30 YEARS

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

History has its price, and 
they don’t want to pay it.

City preservationists should 
nix the Atlantic Avenue build-
ings within their proposed ex-
tension of the Boerum Hill His-
toric District because paying 
to maintain the structures will 
make it harder for the commer-
cial strip’s mom-and-pop shops 
to turn a profit, some small-
business owners said at a May 
8 hearing on the plan.

“In an already challenged re-
tail environment, landmarking 
restrictions will severely impact 
potential small-merchant ten-
ants that might wish to upgrade 
a storefront,” said Rene Lynch, 
whose Atlantic Avenue store 
between Hoyt and Bond streets 
would sit within the district if 
it expands as proposed.

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission established 
the Boerum Hill Historic Dis-
trict in 1973, requiring the agen-
cy’s sign-off on alterations 
— including small tweaks to 
windows, awnings, and signs 
— to the approximately 250 
buildings, most of which are 
19th-century row houses, 
within its area roughly bounded 

They’ll keep the change
B’Hill biz owners on Atlantic want out of extended historic district 

The city wants to expand the Boerum Hill Historic District, outlined in blue, to 
the areas drawn in red, but some Atlantic Avenue business owners don’t want 
the designation.
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by Wyckoff, Hoyt, Pacific, and 
Nevins streets.

Last October, the preser-
vationists suggested broad-
ening the district to include 
38 more buildings by incor-
porating three separate chunks 
of land into its jagged perimeter. 

Those swaths include the ma-
jority of buildings on the city 
block bounded by Dean, Smith, 
Bergen, and Hoyt streets; other 
structures standing within an 
area roughly bounded by Ber-
gen, Bond, Wyckoff, and Nev-
ins streets; and several Atlan-

tic Avenue-facing buildings 
between Hoyt and Nevins 
streets.

And most of the proposed 
additions make sense — except 
for those structures on Atlantic 
Avenue, according to another 
critic, who echoed claims that 

designating them as part of the 
district would hurt local com-
merce, and noted that the com-
mission even identified some 
of the buildings as newly con-
structed or altered without pres-
ervation in mind, reducing their 
historical significance.

“I’m afraid that a build-
ing designated as a landmark 
would be much more expen-
sive to manage,” said the crit-
ical owner of another Atlantic 
Avenue small business between 
Hoyt and Bond streets.

Expanding the historic dis-
trict to include parts of the com-
mercial strip also threatens to 
destroy the tight-knit commu-
nity by pricing out neighbor-
hood merchants who know 
their local customers, leaving 
their empty storefronts to be 
filled by unfamiliar corporate 
retailers that can afford the costs 
to maintain historic sites, ac-
cording to Lynch, who gave the 
commission a petition signed by 
more than a dozen mom-and-
pop proprietors who don’t want 
their storefronts landmarked.

“We fear that small-time 
landmark owners will be forced 
to accept chain-store tenants, 
and we will forever lose what 
is most prized about our neigh-
borhood,” she said. “If it be-
comes landmarked, I’m afraid 
we’re going to end up like so 
much of Manhattan — turn-
ing into Duane Reade.”

Many Boerum Hillers en-
dorse the expanded historic 
district in its entirety, how-
ever, as does local Council-
man Stephen Levin. And one 
supporter argued now is the 
time to protect the neighbor-
hood’s past, as massive new 
developments — such as the 
controversial five-building 80 
Flatbush complex planned for 
just blocks away — start pop-
ping up in the area.

“It is necessary to create 
stronger protections of At-
lantic Avenue to preserve the 
finest and most-intact exam-
ples of 19th-century commer-
cial architecture,” said Sandy 
Balboza, a member of business-
boosting group the Atlantic Av-
enue Betterment Association, 
who also lives on the street.

ON THE RADIO:

Who makes the boundaries?
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Somebody has to figure 
out Brooklyn’s neighborhood 
boundaries, and that someone 
can’t be Google.

That was one of the many 
takeaways from the latest ep-
isode of Brooklyn Paper Ra-
dio, on which Boerum Hill leg-
end and real-estate whiz Bill 
Harris — who, seeing the fu-
ture, ingeniously bought his 
first Boerum Hill brownstone 
for less than $10,000 back in 
the day — agreed with hosts 
Vince DiMiceli and Anthony 
Rotunno that local newspapers 
are better qualified to decide 

where Cobble Hill begins and 
Carroll Gardens ends than a 
bunch of egg heads in Moun-
tain View, Calif.

“You are the arbiters,” Har-
ris said after playing a game of 
“Neighborhood or Nonsense” 
— made up on the spot and, 
on the show, called “Neigh-
borhood or Ridiculousness” or 
something stupid like that. “I 
Googled ‘Boerum Hill,’ and it 
came back saying there is no 
hill here. That’s ridiculous. The 
whole neighborhood is built 
on one.”

For his part, DiMiceli said 
he has been fighting the good 
fight, forcing fellow editors 

and former bosses to include 
“Gowanus” while demand-
ing reporters never use such 
made-up monikers like “Bo-
coca” — a horrible acronym 
created by real-estate agents 
who probably never spent a 
day in Bath Beach.

The concept of the show 
came about earlier this month, 
amid the  ongoing debate over 
the exact location of the po-
larizing megadevelopment 
80 Flatbush  — which devel-
opers claim will rise Down-
town, but locals argue sits 
within Boerum Hill — and 
after proud Park Sloper and 
mayor Bill DeBlasio  claimed a 

new drug center was opening 
in gentrifying Gowanus, when 
it was actually coming to the 
upscale Hill , leaving some to 
speculate he did it on purpose 
to fake out the electorate.

Of course, with Harris on 
the show it was only a matter 
of time before the hosts and 
guest bonded over a number 
of issues — but you’ll have to 
tune in to find out what else 
went down.

Brooklyn Paper Radio 
is recorded and podcast 
live on Tuesday afternoons 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in America’s 
Downtown.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a stroke of good for-
tune.

Stroke victims in the 
greater Park Slope area will 
have a better chance of sur-
viving the deadly brain at-
tacks with the debut of a local 
hospital’s mobile emergency 
room tailor-made to provide 
immediate treatment.

The so-called “mobile 
stroke-treatment unit,” 

which leaders at Methodist 
Hospital will begin deploy-
ing on May 28, is outfitted 
with equipment and emer-
gency responders capable of 
starting victims’ care the sec-
ond the high-tech ambulance 
arrives on the scene, accord-
ing to a physician.

“Response time is a crit-
ical factor in stroke recov-
ery … we are bringing the 
emergency room directly to 
a patient suffering a stroke,” 

said Dr. Matthew Fink, the 
chief neurologist at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospi-
tal, which  in 2016 merged  
with Methodist after decades 
of working closely with the 
local institution. “This is a 
game changer.”

The specialty ambulance 
is staffed by two paramedics, 
a registered nurse, and an ex-
pert trained to use the vehi-
cle’s on-board brain scanner 
to immediately detect signs of 

Roving remedy
New ambulance provides stroke care

a stroke — the fifth leading 
cause of death in the country, 
according to National Stroke 
Association statistics.

The roving emergency 
room also features telecom-
munication equipment its 
crew can use to video confer-
ence with neurologists, who 
can advise on treatment as 
the patient is rushed to the 
hospital.

Methodist Hospital’s ex-
perts treat more than 400 
stroke victims each year, and 
roughly 85 percent of those 
victims suffer a type of brain 
attack that can be mitigated 
by the immediate use of an 
intravenous medication that 
busts clots preventing blood 
flow to the vital organ in their 
skulls, the hospital’s top stroke 
doctor said.

But the IV tpa medication, 
which will also be aboard the 
mobile emergency rooms, is 
only effective if administered 
within roughly four hours of 
suffering the type of stroke it 
treats, according to Dr. Nat-
alie Cheng, who said provid-
ing timely care is a big reason 
for rolling out the special am-
bulance — because victims 
often show up at the hospi-
tal when it’s too late. 

“We hope to reach those 
patients quickly, because get-
ting treatment as soon as pos-
sible is necessary,” said Dr. 
Cheng.

The Brooklyn stroke-
treatment unit’s arrival fol-
lows the debut of similar 
vehicles in Queens and Man-
hattan, bringing the number 
of specialty ambulances in 
the larger New York-Presby-
terian network to three — the 
most at any hospital in the 
country, a rep said. 

The Manhattan vehicle re-
sponded to 454 emergencies 
in its first year of service, 
according to the rep, who 
said its crew provided stroke 
treatment roughly 40 min-
utes faster on average than 
a standard ambulance.

And Methodist Hospital’s 
vehicle will also be integrated 
into the city’s emergency-
response system, allowing 
911 operators to dispatch it 
along with city paramedics 
responding to stroke victims, 
according to the Fire Depart-
ment chief.

“The FDNY is proud to 
once again partner with New 
York-Presbyterian to inte-
grate two new mobile stroke-
treatment Units into the 911 
system for rapid treatment of 
patients,” said Fire Commis-
sioner Daniel Nigro.

Medical-center bigwigs 
purchased the ambulance 
with money from a founda-
tion funded by the fortune 
of a  late commercial real-
estate executive from New 
York City , the rep said.

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Methodist Hospital’s new mobile stroke-treatment 
unit will be staffed with a team of experts and on-
board equiptment that can immediately detect 
signs of stroke.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is time for Shakespeare in the parks! 
This summer, the green spaces of Kings 
County will be filled with fairies, lost 

princesses, and star-crossed lovers! At least 
four theater companies will perform the 
works of the Bard under the stars over 
the next few months, while a fifth gives 
a stripped-down performance of another 
classic playwright. Read on to plan your 
summer culture!

‘Dream’ come true!
Smith Street Stage performs the most ap-

propriate Shakespeare play for the middle of 
summer: “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
This production of the giddy magical com-
edy about fairies, lovers on the run, and 
incompetent amateur actors, set in mod-
ern New York City, will run for two weeks 
in Carroll Park, then move indoors for an-
other seven performances. 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at Car-
roll Park (Carroll Street at Smith Street in 
Carroll Gardens, www.smithstreetstage.
org). June 20–July 1; Wed–Sun at 7:30 
pm. Free.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at the 
Actors Fund Arts Center (160 Schermer-
horn St. between Hoyt and Smith Streets 
Downtown). July 11–13 at 7:30 pm; July 14 
at 2 pm and 7:30 pm; July 15 at 2 pm. $10.

Summer lovin’
The New York Classical Theatre will 

present a pair star-crossed lovers under the 
stars, when it brings “Romeo & Juliet” 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park. The company’s 
“panoramic theater” style will keep the 
audience moving from one location to the 
next as the action moves from the streets 
of Verona to the Capulet crypt. 

“Romeo & Juliet” at Pier 1 in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park [Old Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (212) 233–6496, www.

newyorkclassical.org]. July 24–25, 27–29 
at 7 pm. Free.

Winter of our content!
South Brooklyn Shakespeare Company 

will play against the season, staging Shake-
speare’s late romance “The Winter’s Tale.” 
The tragicomedy about a jealous king, a ship-
wreck, and a lost child will premiere as part 
of the Fifth Avenue Fair, playing in the street 
in front of South Bar, which sponsors the 
company. Then the production will move to 
the stage behind the Old Stone House in Park 
Slope for four more performances.

“The Winter’s Tale” as part of the Fifth 
Avenue Fair (Fifth Avenue between 17th 
and 18th streets in Park Slope, www.south-
brooklynshakespeare.com). July 28 at 6:30 
pm. Free. 

“The Winter’s Tale” at the Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195, www.theoldstonehouse.org]. Aug. 
1–4 at 8 pm. Free.

‘Much Ado’ all day!
At the annual, day-long “Brooklyn Shake-

speare Festival” in Bay Ridge’s Owl’s Head 
Park will feature several performances of 

Shakespeare’s witty comedy “Much Ado 
About Nothing” from BrooklynOne Pro-
duction, with activities and music between 
the shows. 

“Much Ado About Nothing” in Owl’s 
Head Park (68th Street at Colonial Road in 
Bay Ridge, www.bkone.org/theatre). Aug. 
25 at noon. Free. 

A bare stage
Finally, the body-celebrating Torn Out 

Theater Company — known for its all-fe-
male, all-nude production of “The Tempest” 
two years ago, and a naked, all-male version 
of “Hamlet” last summer, will mix things up 
a bit this year. It will present a mixed-gender 
show by a different 17th century playwright: 
“The Rover,” by Aphra Behn, one of the first 
women to make a living as a playwright. The 
show will mix nude and costumed charac-
ters to share the amorous adventures of a 
group of noblemen, nuns, and courtesans 
in Naples during Carnival. 

“The Rover” at the Music Pagoda in 
Prospect Park (enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, www.tornouttheater.org). Aug. 
16–26; Thu, Fri at 5:30 pm; Sat, Sun at 2 
pm. Free.

Stepping out

Take a bow after this workout!
A Broadway dancer will lead a weekly se-

ries of heart-pumping jazz dance classes along 
the East River this summer, stepping to the 
sounds of the Great White Way. The “Broad-
way Dance” classes, starting on May 21 at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier Two, will help 
to boost your f lexibility as you learn some 
classic moves from Broadway’s Golden Age, 
said James Martinelli from Dodge YMCA, 
who will teach the classes.

“I’m 54 and I come from an era, it’s a dy-
ing breed, the jazz that I was taught back in 

the day,” said Martinelli, who lives in Brook-
lyn Heights. “The jazz that I studied no lon-
ger exists, so I teach a type of dance that 
I think is fabulous, very stylized, choreo-
graphed fun.”

Martinelli, who has performed on big stages 
both on and off Broadway, says that he is a 
sucker for old New York theater and its raz-

zle-dazzle choreography, including the steps 
in “West Side Story” and “Chicago.” He 
would never turn down a chance to listen 
to the famed “Hamilton” soundtrack, but 
students should not expect that show’s hip-

hop inspired steps, he said.
“I have to be honest with you, if I was given 

my choice I usually go for the very slick shows 
and old shows,” he said. “Don’t get me wrong, 
I can do the new ones — but maybe because of 
my age I gravitate more to the old ones.”

His “Broadway Dance” class — which also 
goes by the name Cardio Dance and Range of 
Movement — features a 10-minute warm-up, 
45 minutes of stepping and grooving to the 
music, and a five-minute cool-down period. 
It is such a good time that participants do not 
even realize, or care, they are burning calo-
ries, said Martinelli, who also leads a “Retro 
Dance” class on Fridays.

“Everyone has a ball,” he said. “We have 
a good time. That’s really what it’s about — 
having people come out of their houses to do 
something physical and do some jazz.”

“Broadway Dance with Dodge YMCA” at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (Pier 2 at Furman Street, 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org). Mondays, May 
21–Sept. 3 at 10 am; no class on May 28. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

DA N C E

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“The Perfect Mother,” by Aimee Molloy

In Aimee Molloy’s new mystery, the May 
Mothers gather every week in Prospect Park 
with their newborns 
to trade tips, offer 
support, and become 
friends — until one of 
the babies goes miss-
ing. The group rallies 
around to help solve 
the mystery, and to 
help bring the miss-
ing baby home. Ut-
terly relatable as a 
high-suspense page-
turning motherhood 
mystery, Aimee Mol-
loy also perfectly cap-
tures what it’s like to be a parent in Brooklyn, 
from the beer garden play dates and overac-
tive listservs to the parenting techniques, ad-
vice, and styles. 

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“Madness is Better than Defeat,” by Ned 
Beauman

Ned Beauman’s latest novel is a madcap 
tale of espionage and old Hollywood in the 

Honduran jungle. A 
disgraced CIA agent 
recounts the mission 
that ended his career: 
a complicated standoff 
between a conglomer-
ate attempting to disas-
semble an ancient Ma-
yan temple and ship it 
back to America, and 
the film crew that plans 
to shoot at said tem-
ple. Who is working 
for whom, and who is 
informing on them, is 

impossible to keep straight. Thomas Pynchon 
meets the Marx Brothers in this crazed, hilar-
ious, and erudite novel.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore. [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Sunburn,” by Laura 
Lippman

Do not start this cunning thriller the night 
before you have any-
thing important to do! 
Lippman gives us a 
spiraling, tightly plot-
ted noir about two lov-
ers in over their heads 
— with murder.

— Mike Lindgren, 
Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096,  www.word-
bookstores.com ].

Beach reads
B O O KS

Summer Shakes
Catch a free production of the Bard in Brooklyn’s parks

Animal instincts: Masked actors Giordano Cruz and Reanna Roane are bound up in an adventure in the 16th-century play “The Rover,” which gets a clothing-optional 
production in Prospect Park in August.
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I
t’s an error of a comedy!

Shakespeare’s cross-dressing 
comedy “Twelfth Night” is one of 

his most commonly-performed plays, 
so each new production must find a 

way to distinguish itself. But drain-
ing the show of most of its laughs and 
giving it a somber tone — a tactic cho-
sen by the version now playing at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center in Fort 
Greene — is not the way to go.

The plot, briefly: Viola, ship-
wrecked, disguises herself as a boy, 
enters the service of Duke Orsino, 
and falls in love with him. The Duke 
loves the countess Olivia, and sends 

his new servant to deliver messages of 
love to the Countess — who falls for 
the messenger instead. Add a wacky 
subplot with Olivia’s servants, a rival 
for Olivia’s hand, and the appearance 
of Viola’s identical twin brother, and 
chaos ensues.

But here, all the action seems muted, 
swamped by the set — a starkly aus-
tere assemblage of tarnished marble 
that seems more appropriate for “Ju-
lius Caesar.”

As Viola, and her male alter-ego Ce-
sario, actress Susanna Stahlman handles 
the dark subject matter expertly, as she 
weeps for her lost brother, pines des-
perately for the Duke, and awkwardly 
handles the trappings of manhood. Mat-
thew Greer is excellent as the emo Duke 
Orsino, and the play’s best scene is an 
unwritten moment between them, as 
the Duke unconsciously, and far too 
comfortably, drums his hands on his 
page Cesario while mouthing along to 

an angsty tune.
But the play’s funny moments — 

and it still has plenty, as characters 
collide in the second act — are con-
tinually undercut, losing momentum 
to melancholy songs and staid scenes. 
And one late bit, when a humiliated 
Orsino actually points a gun at the 
woman he loves, is an all-too-real 
point of no return.

By giving “Twelfth Night” a mel-
ancholy edge, the company is clearly 
trying to ground this frothy comedy 
in real emotion, but it winds up just 
running aground.

“The Acting Company Presents 
Twelfth Night” at Polonksy Shake-
speare Center [262 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (866) 811–
4111, www.tfana.org]. Through May 
27, Tue–Sat at 7:30 pm; Sat–Sun at 
2 pm. $70 ($20 students and people 
younger than 30).

Bottom’s up!: (Top left) Queen Ti-
tania (Vanessa Butler) will romance 
big-eared Bottom (Corey Whelihan) 
in Smith Street Stage’s modern-
day production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” (Top right) The clas-
sical productions in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park begin around sundown, and will 
use artificial lights to keep the action 
illuminated. (Bottom) And the audi-
ence will crowd close to the action 
for the New York Classical Theater’s 
“Romeo and Juliet,” which will move 
across Brooklyn Bridge Park during 
its run in late July.
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Darkest ‘Night’
A Shakespeare comedy 
tries to get too serious
The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension Are you trying to seduce me?: 

Olivia (left, played by Elizabeth 
Heflin) falls for Cesario, the male 
disguise of the shipwrecked Vi-
ola (Susanna Stahlmann), in the 
Polonsky Center’s somber pro-
duction of “Twelfth Night.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 18

Drop bear 
drops beats
Musical marsupial Kid 
Koala will throw his 
“Vinyl Vaudeville” 
party tonight, featur-
ing dancing penguins, 
brass-playing ants, and 
a giant spider moving 
through the crowd. 
Before the show starts, 
you can play the dance 
video game “Floor 
Kids,” which Koala cre-
ated the music for.

6 pm at Elsewhere (599 
Johnson Ave. between 
Gardner and Scott ave-
nues in Bushwick, www.
elsewherebrooklyn.com). 
$25.

SATURDAY
May 19

A Cajun 
celebration
Start the second day 
of the Swamp in the 
City Cajun music fes-
tival at Threes Brew-
ing in Gowanus (at 
333 Douglass Street), 
where you can booze 
up and hear free 
tunes from 99 Play-
boys and Magnolia, 
then walk a block to 
Littlefield for a con-
cert from the Pineleaf 
Boys (pictured), C’est 
Bon Cajun Dance 
Band, and more.

6 pm at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $35.

MONDAY
May 20

Get Ripped
Tonight is your last 
chance to catch the 
improbable histori-
cal musical “Impos-
sible But True!” in its 
current form — per-
formed in, and set 
at, a tavern. So sip 
the colonial cocktail 
“flip” and watch the 
12-person cast fill 
the bar with songs 
about Rip Van Win-
kle, who slept for 20 
years and missed 
the Revolutionary 
War.

7 pm at Franklin820 [820 
Franklin Ave. at Union 
Street in Crown Heights, 
(718) 708–4113, www.
franklin820.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
May 22

Cat power
At this newspaper, we 
believe in America, 
cold beer, and kitty-
cats! Celebrate all three 
at the House of Wax 
bar tonight, where Dr. 
Paul Koudounaris will 
deliver his illustrated 
lecture “America: A 
History in Cats,” featur-
ing the story of the 
world’s first balloon-
propelled kitty, the U.S. 
Navy’s most decorated 
military feline, and 
many more tales of 
patriotic pussycats.

7:30 pm at the House of 
Wax bar at Alamo 
Drafthouse [445 Albee 
Square West between 
Fulton and Willoughby 
streets Downtown, (718) 
513–2547, www.draft-
house.com/nyc]. $5.

THURSDAY
May 24

Bow now
Look, all the tickets to 
see “David Bowie Is” 
have already sold out 
for the weekend — but 
the Brooklyn Museum 
is open until 10 pm on 
Thursday nights, so if 
you buy one of the 
timed tickets now and 
plan to sneak out of 
work a little early, you 
can spend a few hours 
staring at the Star-
man’s stunning collec-
tion of outfits, music, 
and memorabilia.

2:15 pm–7:45 pm at 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklyn-
museum.org]. $20.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 18
ART, CADMAN TOWERS ART SHOW 

OPENING RECEPTION: An ex-
hibit of watercolors, oil paintings, 
photographs, and other work by 
artists who live in Cadman Towers, 
including 104-year-old painter Flor-
ence Bass. Free. 5–8 pm. Cadman 
Towers [101 Clark St. between Cad-
man Plaza West and Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (413) 329–7963]. 

ART, MAPS AND MASKS OPENING 
RECEPTION: Art exhibit featuring 
works by Daniel Cordani, Sweeite 
Peas Print House, and others. Free. 
6–9 pm. 67 West (67 West St. #103 at 
Noble Street in Greenpoint). 

MUSIC, “SWAMP IN THE CITY” 
CAJUN MUSIC FESTIVAL: A three-
day festival of Louisiana dance hall 
bands, workshops in music and 
dance, backyard Cajun jams, and de-
licious Creole cuisine. $30–$35 ($85 
for three-day pass). 6 pm–midnight. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, PIZZAFEST V: A three-day fes-
tival of face-melting rock ’n’ roll from 
King Pizza Records, crowdsurfi ng on 
pool toys, weird art, and Brooklyn’s 
tastiest slices! $10 ($20 for three-day 
pass). 7 pm. The Gutter (200 N. 14th 
St. between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg), pizzafest5.
peatix.com. 

DANCE, SPRING SEASON DANCE: 
Dancewave celebrates its young 
artists, along with special guests.. 
$25–$30 ($15 students). 7 pm. Kum-
ble Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DREAMLAND ROLLER 
DISCO — HANGIN’ TOUGH: A boy 
bands–themed roller-skating event 
featuring performers, a professional 
photographer, skate dance competi-
tion, costume contest, and more. 
$18–$750. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside (171 East 
Drive in Prospect Park), www.dream-
landrollerrink.com. 

DANCE, FLAMENCO VIVO’S “MU-
JERES VALIENTES”: A new work by 
fl amenco legend Belén Maya explor-
ing 17th-century Mexican poet and 
philosopher Sor Juana Inés de la 

Cruz, and 19th-century activist and 
South American revolutionary Manu-
ela Sáenz. $25–$59. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. between 
Hansen Place and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “SHE-SHE-SHE”: Set in and 
around a New Deal-era woman’s 
work camp on New York’s Bear 
Mountain, this collaborative theater 
piece weaves stories from an ideal-
istic bygone era with the narratives 
of three modern-day women in 
search of agency, healing, and a little 
wanderlust. $25 ($15 students and 
seniors). 7:30 pm. Mark O’Donnell 
Theater at the Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn St. be-
tween Hoyt and Smith Streets in 
Downtown). 

NIGHTLIFE, HAPPY HOUR MARIO 
KART: A combination of comedy, 
video games and alcohol at a tiki 
bar, with audience participation 
and drinking rules. Free. 7:30–9:30 
pm. Dromedary Bar Urban Tiki [266 
Irving Ave. at Menahan Street in 
Bushwick, (347) 715–4255], drom-
edarybar.com. 

TALK, TOMMY PICO AND JOE OS-
MUNDSON IN CONVERSATION: 
The Brooklyn Eagles, a group that 
supports the Brooklyn Public Library, 
host a discussion between to writ-
ers who have written book about 
break-ups and queer relationship dy-
namics. Free. 7:30 pm. Park Slope Li-
brary [431 Sixth Ave. at Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
bklynlib.org/pico. 

MUSIC, DANIELJMORROW AND 
GREY ROMANTIC: A candle-lit 
indie rock show in a church, with free 
red wine and proceeds going to the 
church’s hunger program. $5 sug-
gested donation. 8 pm. Greenpoint 
Reformed Church (136 Milton St. 
between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint), www.
danieljmorrow.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/EventsSIC, YO! MTV RAPS 30TH ANNI-

VERSARY EXPERIENCE: With 
Big Daddy Kane, Flavor Flav, 
Doctor Dre, and many more. 
$76–$156. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

FESTIVAL: With Bad Bunny, Miky 
Woodz, Liro Shaq, and many 
more. $76–$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Oscar D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many more. $71–
$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–$89. 

7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–$125. 

8 pm.

WED, JULY 11
MUSIC, GOT7: $59–$249. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13
RELIGION, JOEL OSTEEN: $15. 

2:30 pm and 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 14
MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: $59–

$205. 7:30 pm.

MON, JULY 16
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: $61–$316. 

7 pm.

MON, JULY 27
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 7 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Get a taste: Rapper Flavor 
Flav will perform at the Yo! 
MTV Raps 30th Anniversary 
show at Barclays Center on 
June 1, alongside Doctor 
Dre, Big Daddy Kane, Doug 
E. Fresh, and many more.
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All NYC residents 14 and older are eligible to apply. Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/idnyc

It’s not just your ID card.
It’s your ticket to discounts all over the city.

Get an IDNYC. With a free NYC identification card, you can get discounts on 
entertainment, like cheap tickets to shows and games. Plus, you can use it to 
open a bank account. It’s the card that opens doors all over the city.

NYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYYYYCC CCCC CC CC C CCC IDIDIDDIDIDIDDIDDIDDENENENENEEEEENNTITITITIIT FIFIFIFIFIFIICACACACAAACACATITITITIOONONNN CARARRDNYNYC C IDIDEENENTITIFIFICCACATITIIIONONONO  CCAARRDD

NYNYYYN CCCC IDDIDDIDDENEENENEENENTITITITITITIITIIITT FIFIFIFIFFIFIFIFIFF CACACACACACACCACCACACACC TITITITITITITITITITTIT ONONONONONONONONONOOONON C CC CCARRARA DDDDDDDD

go green

Save when 
you reuse 
your tote: 

SAVE $5 On Admission
Order Tickets Online Now!

Special Weekend Events Include Wine, Beer 
& Cider Seminars, Food Pairings & More!

MAY 26TH & 27TH

Columbia Co. Fairgrounds, Chatham, NY

www.hudsonberkshirewinefestival.com
Information & tickets available on-line at:

AWARD-WINNING WINERIES, DISTILLERIES 
AND CIDERIES FROM NY AND MA

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

T
rade in your Netflix queue 
for popcorn in the park! 
Brooklyn’s parks and gar-

dens will light up with out-
door movies all summer long 
— and there is something for 
everyone, with classic films, 
indie flicks, and big-name 
blockbusters in the line-up. 
So consult our list, get a blan-
ket, and invite your family and 
friends to experience cinema 
under the stars!

Grave start
Rooftop Films will launch 

its summer season on May 
19 in a brand new location 
for the series — Green-Wood 
Cemetery. The opening night 
anthology “This is What We 
Mean By Short Films” will be 
projected onto three different 
screens near the graveyard’s 
Sylvan Water pond, followed 
by an after-party outside the 
Green-Wood Chapel featuring 
Brooklyn’s DJ Tara.

After the opening event, 
Rooftop will screen a mix of 
feature-length movies and short 
film collections at locations all 
over Brooklyn, including more 
shows at Green-Wood Ceme-
tery, the William Vale in Wil-
liamsburg, the Old American 
Can Factory in Gowanus, In-
dustry City and the Brook-
lyn Army Terminal in Sunset 
Park, and MetroTech Commons 
Downtown, with some free and 
some ticketed screenings. 

Rooftop Films Open-
ing Night at Green-Wood 
Cemetery [500 25th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080, 
www.green-wood.com]. 
May 19 at 8:30 pm. $16. Visit 
www.rooftopfilms.com for 
more dates and locations.

Under the bridge
Celebrate the 135th anniver-

sary of the Brooklyn Bridge 
with the short film “Roebling’s 
Bridge,” about the tense rela-
tionship between Brooklyn 
Bridge architect John Roebling 
and his son, who had to take 

over the massive construction 
project after his father’s death. 
The short will screen in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier One, in 
sight of the bridge, and will 
be introduced by Kriss Roe-
bling, the great-great-grandson 
of Washington Roebling. The 
screening will be followed by 
a discussion with the director, 
the producer, and one of the 
stars, along with a short pre-
sentation from historian Clif-
ford Zink. 

“Roebling’s Bridge” at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 

1 (enter at Furman Street at 
Old Fulton Street in Dumbo, 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org). May 24 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

Pool party 
In Williamsburg, the pool 

deck in McCarren Park will 
screen two queer films this 
summer: “Stonewall” on June 1, 
a drama about the 1969 bar up-
rising; and “Saturday Church” 
on June 8, about a boy who 
finds community at a weekly 
transgender dance party. The 

“Movies Under the Stars” se-
ries will also host single screen-
ings at various spots in Brook-
lyn — see  www.nycgovparks.
org  for more info. 

McCarren Park Pool Deck 
(776 Lorimer St. between 
Driggs Avenue and Bayard 
Street in Williamsburg, www.
nycgovparks.org). June 1 
and June 8 at 8:30 pm. Free. 

Narrows escape
Escape the urban life with a 

visit to Bay Ridge’s botanical 
oasis! On Friday evenings start-

ing in June, the Gardens will 
screen a mix of musicals, com-
edies, and a sci-fi classic. June 
22: “Grease;” July 13: “The 
Lion King;” July 27: “Vertigo;” 
Aug. 10: “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding;” Aug. 24: “The Day 
the Earth Stood Still.”

Narrows Botanical Gar-
den (enter on Shore Road 
between Bay Ridge Av-
enue and 72nd Street in Bay 
Ridge). Movies start at sun-
down (about 8:30 pm). Free.

Park it
The city skyline sits as 

the backdrop for the movies 
screened at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s “Movies with a View” 
series, starting on July 12. 
This year, the eight-week film 
series celebrates the theme 
“She Directs!” showcasing 
films directed by women. 
The movie lineup will be an-
nounced next week, so keep 
an eye on this newspaper’s 
website for details.

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier 1 (enter at Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo, www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org). Thursday 
nights, July 12–Aug. 30, at 
dusk. Free.

Prospect lights
Outdoor movies and live 

music make the perfect pair in 
Brooklyn’s Back Yard, for four 
Wednesday nights starting on 
July 18. Nitehawk Cinema has 
selected family-friendly films 
from the ’30s, ’50s, ’60s and 
’90s for the “Summer Mov-
ies Under the Stars” series, 
each of which follows a live 
musical performances from 
a local band, including Mor-
ricone Youth on July 25. July 
18: “The Wizard of Oz;” July 
25: “Alice in Wonderland;” 
Aug. 1: “West Side Story;” 
Aug. 8: “Space Jam.”

Prospect Park’s Long 
Meadow North (enter at 
Grand Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway, www.prospect-
park.org/summermovie). 
Music starts at 7 pm; films 
at sundown (about 8:30 pm). 
Free.

Cinema under the stars
Your guide to seeing movies outside this summer

Sunset screenings: (Top) The “Movies with a View” series in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, starting on July 12, will focus on films from female directors. (Bottom left)  
“Saturday Church,” about a teenager who finds community at a weekly queer 
dance party, will screen at McCarren Park on June 8. (Bottom center) “The Wiz-
ard of Oz” is in Prospect Park on July 18. (Bottom right) In the short film “So You 
Like the Neighborhood,” part of the Rooftop Films opening on May 19, three 
former mafia members help a woman get back at her Brooklyn landlord.
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MUSIC, EARNEST GALLOWS: 
The Brooklyn metal-pop 
band plays its monthly 
show at the Well. $10. 9 pm. 
The Well [272 Meserole St. 
between Waterbury Street 
and Bushwick Place in Bush-
wick, (347) 338–3612], www.
thewellbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “MUDDY WATERS 
CAN’T BE SATISFIED”: A 
screening of the docu-
mentary about the blues 
musician, followed by a dis-
cussion with the fi lmmaker. 
Free. 9 pm. Quimby’s Book-
store NYC [536 Metropoli-
tan Ave. between Lorimer 
Street and Union Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (171) 838–
41215], www.quimbysnyc.
com. 

SAT, MAY 19
TOUR, WALKING TOUR OF 

THE EVERGREENS CEM-
ETERY: Visit the grave sites 
of notable residents, and 
learn about Victorian funer-
ary symbols and styles. $5 
suggested donation. 11 am. 
The Evergreens Cemetery 
[1629 Bushwick Ave. at 
Conway Street in Bushwick, 
(785) 979–3834]. 

MUSIC, SPECIAL EFFECTS — 
PEDALS AND LOOPERS: 
Music from Spaghetti East-
ern Music, Eve, Kyle Rogers, 
and Josh Wakesberg at the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition art show. Free. 1 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

DANCE, “SOUNDINGS”: A 
new series of dance pieces 
about global changes in ice 
sheets and wind patterns. 
Free. 2 pm. Williamsburgh 
Library (240 Division Ave. at 

Rodney Street in Williams-
burg), www.timelapse-
dance.com. 

MUSIC, VERDI’S “AIDA”: Re-
gina Opera debuts its pro-
duction of Verdi’s “Aida”, 
about the secret love af-
fair between an enslaved 
Ethiopian princess and an 
Egyptian war hero. In Italian 
with English supertitles. $25 
($20 students and seniors, 
$5 teens). 3 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School Au-
ditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. at 
60th Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

MUSIC, STEFA: The vocal art-
ist performs as part of the 
queer art exhibit “Pride & 
Loss.” Free. 3–5 pm. Jen-
kins Johnson Projects (207 
Ocean Ave. between Park-
side Avenue and Lincoln 
Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens), www.jenkinsjohn-
songallery.com. 

ART, INDUSTRY CITY OPEN 
STUDIOS: More than 100 
artists in Industry City open 
their doors. Free. 10 am–6 
pm. Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second and 
Third Avenues in Sunset 
Park). 

FAMILY, VIKING FEST: Cel-
ebrate everything Nordic 
with a traditional Norse 
ritual; music performances, 
Scandinavian dances, and 
a “Festooned Facial Hair 
Contest.” Free. 10 am to 5 
pm. Owl’s Head Park [68th 
St. and Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–5950]. 

MARKET, FAD MARKET AND 
NYCXDESIGN: A special 
showcase of locally de-
signed handcrafted goods. 
Free. 11 am– 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

SWALE COMES TO BROOK-
LYN ARMY TERMINAL, 
SUNSET PARK: A fl oat-
ing garden that teaches 
ecological resilience. Free. 

Noon–6 pm. Brooklyn Army 
Terminal (140 58th St. and 
First Avenue in Sunset Park), 
www.swaleny.org. 

FAMILY, “THE JUNGLE 
BOOK”: Puppetworks 
presents a marionette adap-
tation of Rudyard Kipling’s 
story of Mowgli, a little 
boy adopted by a family 
of wolves. With an original 
song score, and costumes 
and sets inspired by the In-
dian setting. $11 ($10 kids). 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

ART, CADMAN TOWERS 
ART SHOW: An exhibit of 
watercolors, oil paintings, 
photographs, and other 
work by artists who live in 
Cadman Towers. Free. 1–6 
pm. Cadman Towers [101 
Clark St. between Cadman 
Plaza West and Henry Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (413) 
329–7963]. 

HEALTH, SUPERHERO 
SHOWDOWN — BAT-
MAN VS. IRON MAN: A 
family festival featuring 
superhero tug-of-war, a 
scavenger hunt, and info 
about healthcare coverage 
for the grown-ups. FREE. 
2:00pm. Hecksher Com-
munity Garden [134 Scholes 
St. between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (164) 666–78851], 
nysomgroup.org. 

BARGEMUSIC: Walk across 
the gangplank of a reno-
vated coffee barge for a 
one-hour, family-friendly 
concert. Free. 4 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street and Fur-
man Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624–2083], www.bargemu-
sic.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE BROOKLYN 
MIRAGE OPENING: The 
outdoor, jungle-like venue 
opens for the season with a 
long line-up of artists from 
the CityFox Experience. 
$40–$70. 5 pm. The Brook-
lyn Mirage (140 Stewart 
Ave. at Meserole Street 
in Bushwick), www.avant-
gardner.com. 

FILM, “THIS IS WHAT WE 
MEAN BY SHORT FILMS”: 
An explosive program of 
amazing new short fi lms. 
$16. 7:45 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

TALK, NIGHT OF LEARNING: 
A mystical study session in 
preparation for the festival 
of Shavuot. 8 pm. Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

SUN, MAY 20
MUSIC, “LANDFILL HAR-

MONIC” AND WORD 
CABARET: The Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
art show hosts a documen-
tary about a Paraguayuan 
orchestra that survives a 

natural disaster, followed 
by a performance by writ-
ers and poets. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, ROBERT FINLEY: The 
soul singer performs. $20. 
8 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, TRIPTYK AND SARA 
SERPA TRIO: $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. 
between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns plaes in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

FAMILY, ANNUAL ST. PHILIP 
NERI FEAST DAY BLOCK 
PARTY: The Oratory of 
St. Boniface celebrates 
St. Philip Neri with food, 
games, a petting farm, per-
formances from Brooklyn 
Music School’s Jazz Ensem-
bles. And in the fashion of 
St. Philip Neri, there will be 
a “zany hat” contest. Free. 
11:15 am–2:30 pm. Oratory 
Church of St. Boniface [190 
Duffi eld St. at Willoughby 
Street Downtown, (718) 
875–2096], www.oratory-
church.org. 

FAMILY, “AMELIA AND HER 
PAPER TIGERS”: A fun-
fi lled look at the life of Ame-
lia Earhart, using acrobatics, 
song, and dance.$13–$20. 
2 pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

READING, “SEXTING 
GHOSTS” BOOK RE-
LEASE: Joanna C. Valente 
launches their new book of 
poetry. Free. 7 pm. Quim-
by’s Bookstore NYC [536 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(171) 838–41215], www.
quimbysnyc.com. 

MON, MAY 21
THEATER, “IMPOSSIBLE BUT 

TRUE”: Dan Furman’s new 
immersive musical revisits 
the Washington Irving clas-
sic Rip Van Winkle. Free. 7 
pm. Franklin 820 (820 Frank-
lin Avenue between Union 
Street and Nostrand Av-
enue in Prospect Heights). 

THEATER, “SHE-SHE-SHE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, May 18. 

MUSIC, PHEW, WITH LAURA 
ORTMAN: Japanese singer 
Phew performs a voice-only 
set. Violinist Laura Ortman 
opens. $25 ($20 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Carolyn Castiglia, 
Matt Goldich, Alejandro 
Morales, and more. Free. 8 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 

Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open mic for stand 
-up comedians. Free. 9pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MAY 22
TALK, PRACTICE YOUR 

PITCH: Learn how to com-
municate your idea for a fi lm 
or television show. Come 
with a pitch. Free. 7 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

TALK, AMERICA — A HIS-
TORY IN CATS: Award 
winning author Dr. Paul 
Koudounaris as he reveals 
how our county’s indomi-
table cats not only survived 
America’s foundational 
history, but helped create 
it. Free. 7:30 pm. House 
of Wax (445 Albee Square 
West #4410 between Fleet 
and Willoughby Streets in 
Downtown), www.thehou-
seofwax.com. 

FILM, “FATTITUDE” THE 
MOVIE: A one-night only 
screening of the body-pos-
itive fi lm. $12. 8:30 pm. UA 
Court Street 12 (106 Court 
St. at State Street in Brook-
lyn Heights). 

WED, MAY 23
TALK, CELEBRATING HAI-

TIAN HISTORY: Journal-
ist Garry Pierre Pierre and 
anthropologist Gina Athena 
Ulysse discuss how the 
United States’ past occupa-
tion of Haiti shapes that 
country. $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, “SOME OF THE PEO-
PLE, ALL OF THE TIME”: 
David Levine considers the 
history, theory, and practice 
of the fake crowd and its 
implications for understand-
ing both our society and 
ourselves. Followed by a 
reception with a cash bar. 
Free with RSVP. 7–9:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, THE GLENN 
CRYTZER ORCHESTRA: 
The 16-piece big band 
releases its double album 

of music from the 1920s, 
1930s, and 1940s, titled 
“Ain’t It Grand?”” $20 ($15 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Mon-
tauk Club [25 Eighth Ave. at 
Lincoln Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–0800], www.mon-
taukclub.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The Chi-
cago-style stand up show-
case features Shane Torres, 
Whitmer Thomas, Rebecca 
O’Neil, and host David 
Drake. $10 ($5 in advance). 9 
pm. The Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, MAY 24
TALK, “ARE TRUSTS A MUST? 

HOW TO PROTECT AND 
HANDLE YOUR ASSETS”: 
Elder law breakfast semi-
nar. Free with RSVP. 8:30 
am. Tom’s Restaurant (728 
Washington Avenue at 
Sterling Place in Prospect 
Heights). 

MUSIC, VISION FESTIVAL: An 
improvised festival of this 
festival of music, dance, po-
etry, and visual art, featuring 
Mary Halvorson’s Code Girl, 
Whit Dickey Trio, Women 
with an Axe to Grind, and 
Space. $40. 7 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

THEATER, “BLACK CON-
FERENCE”: An immersive 
theater experience set in 
1939, during the opening 
ceremonies of a civil rights 
conference featuring Ella 
Baker, W.E.B. Du Bois, Zora 
Neale Hurston, Thurgood 
Marshall, and Bayard Rustin. 
$20. 7 pm. The Patrick F 
Daly School [71 Sullivan St. 
between Richards and Van 
Brunt streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 395–3218], http//red-
hooktheater.org. 

FAMILY, HOW TO SURVIVE 
TURNING FIVE: Special 
education attorney Regina 
Skyer will guide parents 
through the complex pro-
cess of entering the NYC 
special education system. 
A one-to-one Q&A will fol-
low the presentation. RSVP 
requested. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. 
between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns places in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

FRI, MAY 25
TALK, PUERTO RICAN RED 

HOOK WATERSTORIES: 
Visit the tanker Mary A. 
Whalen and hear and share 
stories about Puerto Rican 
Red Hook. Potluck food. 
BYOB. Free. 6–10 pm. Mary 
A Whalen, Tanker [Pier 
11, Atlantic Basin at Ferris 
Street in Red Hook, (917) 
414–0565], portsidenewy-
ork.org/portsideevents. 

BROOKLYN TATTOO’S 
SWEET 16 ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY: The tattoo parlor 
celebrates with music from 
Activator, Miscegenator, 
Uncrossing, and Grace 
Spades, giveaways and 
a raffl e. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “AS U LIKE IT”: 
An updated, streamlined 
version of Shakespeare’s 
pastoral comedy, set in 
modern times, with rapping 
jester Touchstone, a puppet 
Audrey, and original music. 
Suitable for all ages. $25 
($20 seniors and students). 
8 pm. The Great Room at 
Art NY Studios [138 S. Ox-
ford St. between Hanson 
Place and Atlantic Avenue 
in Boreum Hill, (718) 624–
3614], theater2020.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE PEOPLE’S 
PLAYGROUND: A tribute to 
the history of Coney Island 
through burlesque and side-
show performances. $15. 
10 pm. Coney Island USA 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

MUSIC, SWEET TITS: The rawk 
band of Brooklyn lesbians 
returns to Freddy’s! Free. 
10:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, MAY 26
COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE: A 

comedy show with cheap 
drinks and free pizza, fea-
turing Janeane Garofalo, 
Frank Conniff, Leah Bon-
nema, Sean Patton, and 
many others. $5–$15. 7:30 
pm. Gamba Forest Gallery 
(19 Division Pl. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Bushwick). 

COMEDY, INCIDENTALS: A 
new monthly comedy show. 
Free. 8 pm. Hotel RL (1080 
Broadway between Pulaski 
Street and Dekalb Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.redlion.com/bed-stuy.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Colors of the wind: Cellist Scott Johnson will per-
form with the Time Lapse Dance Company in “Wind 
Rose,” a work-in-progress about changing global 
wind patterns. The piece is part of the “Soundings” 
free dance show at the Williamsburgh Public Library 
on May 19.
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A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identifi ed to 
permanently eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped 
millions of women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone 
imbalance. Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance 
and how to eliminate these problems is the essential information program for all 
women. 

Most Insurance plans accepted.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

ORGANIC
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up our outreach, and going 
directly to businesses to 
hear their concerns, answer 
their questions, and correct 
any misinformation they’ve 
heard. We’re going to do more 
of that.”

And there’s no simple way 
for businesses to opt out of 
the bid, which now automat-
ically incorporates any new 
storefront opened within its 
boundaries following its es-
tablishment in 2009. The only 
way to get rid of it is to dis-
solve it through a complicated 

legal process, according to a 
rep for the Small Business 
Services Department.

But if the bid’s leaders can 
keep their promises to amp up 
local stores’ security and pro-
motion, the frustrated shop-
keepers will likely be okay 
with returning to business as 
usual, according to another 
entrepreneur.

“We would like to see more 
marketing and security,” said 
Rocky Widdi, who runs the 
Key Food grocery store at 991 
Fulton St. “It just needs a lit-
tle more improvement.”

Continued from page 1

BID...

L
ittle Red Riding Hood 
went into the woods to 
take a basket of bread and 

jam to her ailing grandmother. 
On her way there she met a 
wolf, who asked where she 
was going, and when Red Rid-
ing Hood told him, the wolf 
replied, “Oh my God, I haven’t 
visited my grandmother in, 
like, a month!” Guiltily, he 
slunk off to gather some nuts 
for his vegan grandmother, 
who was delighted to see him, 
and asked him why he was 
still single. 

On the way home the wolf 
and Red Riding Hood ran into 
each other again and agreed: 
Visiting grandma is some-
thing you should do. 

And that, my friends, is 
how some people, some-
where, are introducing their 
children to the fabulous world 
of fairy tales.

A study of 2,000 parents 
commissioned by a British 
website called “musicMag-
pie” found that one quarter of 
moms and dads change parts 
of the story when they read 
them to kids.

Generally, this is because 
they think the original tale is 
too disturbing for tots to han-
dle. And at the top of their “to 
alter” list is Little Red, be-
cause in the original version, 
the wolf runs ahead, gobbles 
granny up, and dons the lady’s 
clothing. Little Red Riding 
Hood comes by and marvels, 
“Why grandmother, what big 
arms you have!” and feet, and 
eyes, etc., etc., right down to 
the big teeth, which are, of 
course, the issue at hand.  

Depending on which ver-
sion you read, quick-think-
ing Little Red Riding Hood 
dives into the closet and stays 
there until a passing woods-
man saves her, or, slower-
thinking, Little Red gets 
gobbled, but then a woods-
man slices the wolf open to 
liberate both the girl and her 
grandmother (both miracu-
lously unchewed, despite said 
teeth). Or if you read the ver-
sion I grew up with — “The 
Blue Fairy Book,” by Charles 
Perrault — Little Red gets 
devoured and that’s the end 
of the story. And her.

What does it mean when 
parents find this too cruel a 
fate to expose their kids to? 
After all, this same study 
found that about a fourth of all 
parents abhor the Gingerbread 
Man for the same reason (be-
ing eaten alive) even though 

the Gingerbread Man is, you 
guessed it, gingerbread! 

Three in 10 hate on Hansel 
and Gretel because the kids 
are left alone in the forest. 
(Without cellphones!) And 
25 percent feel the Ugly 
Duckling encourages body 
shaming. 

Which of course it does 
— if you are a duck.

What is galling is not that 
parents ad lib. What’s gall-
ing is that they think fairy 
tales are not supposed to be 
disturbing.

Obviously, a tale where 
a child gets devoured was 
never meant to be sweet. It 
was meant to scare the crack-
ers out of any kid who doesn’t 
do what mama says. (Little 
Red Riding Hood begins with 
her mom instructing her to 
go straight to grandma’s. In-
stead she not only talks to the 
wolf, she picks flowers and 
generally dawdles her way 
to disaster.)

Aside from basic “Listen 
to your parents” instruction, 
telling our kids scary stories 
is the bedtime version of let-
ting them go outside — an-
other classic childhood ac-
tivity being curtailed for 
“safety’s sake.” Fairy tales, 
like life, are sometimes sur-
prising, and sometimes a lit-
tle frightening, but the more 
that kids encounter them, the 
braver they become. 

Or think of climbing a tree. 
Kids go up a little higher each 
time, as they acclimate to the 
challenge. Reading and re-
reading fairy tales, they ac-
climate to fear. Then they tri-
umph over it.

Once upon a time, humans 
understood that. The original 
version of Little Red Riding 
Hood can be traced to about 
1000 A.D. What does that say 
about us that only this latest 
generation of kids can’t han-
dle it? Or rather, we think our 
kids can’t handle it?  

Should every fairy tale 
start out with a boy and a 
girl going into the woods, ac-
companied by a background-
checked nanny, wisely avoid-

ing the candy house (Cavities! 
Sugar rush!), gathering some 
leaves for a class project, and 
hurrying home so they have 

time for homework and la-
crosse before a dinner of 
braised quinoa? How didac-
tic do we have to be?

I recently read about a 
children’s bible that tells 
kids, “And then Jesus went 
away.”

To where? Paris? Aca-
pulco? A cruise? Did he en-
joy the trip? 

If parents find an age-old 
story so traumatizing that 
they don’t want their kids to 

read it — fine. Tuck it away 
for a later date. But treating 
this generation as more frag-
ile than any other is insulting 
and untrue. Kids are as frag-
ile as we make them.

If generations have heard a 
story and turned around and 
told it to their own kids, it’s 
probably a tale that should 
live happily ever after. 

Lenore Skenazy president 
of Let Grow, and founder of 
Free-Range Kids.

Stop editing fairy tales for bedtime

NERDS
LOVE 

CALL TO 
ADVERTISE: 

(718) 260–4552

By Lenore Skenazy

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Come along for the new 
ride! 

Luna Park–goers can line 
up for a new attraction on 
May 26 — the 140-foot-tall 
Astro Tower, which will 
lift thrill-seekers 14 stories 
into the Coney Island sky 
before dropping them in a 
free-fall punctuated by a se-
ries of bounces and twisting 
rotations.

But while they pause at the 
tower’s peak, riders will enjoy 

a sweeping view of the Peo-
ple’s Playground, and then a 
brief light show created by the 
attraction’s more than 5,200 
colored lights.

The ride — located on 
the Riegelmann Boardwalk 
at W. 15th Street, next to the 
Endeavor ride and across 
from the Thunderbolt roller 
coaster — was named after 
the park’s historic rotating ob-
servation tower nearly dou-
ble its size that was  disman-
tled in 2013 amid fears that 
it would fall . 

FUN FALL
New Coney ride will lift 
you and then drop you

The new 140-foot-tall Astro Tower at Luna Park will take visitors for a stomach-
churning free fall.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

      

Williamsburg Community Apartments is pleased to announce that applications are being accepted to fill 
vacancies and to replenish the waiting list at 27-34 North 6th Street in the Williamsburg Northside section of 
Brooklyn.  This building was constructed through the New Housing Opportunities Program (NHOP) of the 
New York City Housing Development Corporation and the Participation Loan Program of the New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development.  The size, rent, and targeted income distribution for 
the apartments are as follows:   

*Subject to occupancy criteria  
** Includes gas for cooking, heat, and hot water – resident pays electricity 
***Income guidelines subject to change. Asset limits apply. 

Qualified Applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selected criteria. 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 
www.nyhhdc.com 
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Apartment 
Size 

Household 
Size* 

Monthly 
Rent** 

Total Annual Income Range*** 
Minimum - Maximum 

 
Studio 

 
1 

 
$1,407 

 

 
$50,126 - $58,480 

 

1 Bedroom 1 
2 $1,509 $53,692 - $58,480 

$53,692 - $66,800 

2 Bedroom 
2 
3 
4 

$1,820 
$64,389 - $66,800 
$64,389 - $75,120 
 $64,389 - $83,440 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 

      

www.nyhhdc.com 

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Don’t have an art attack!
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 

residents dismayed over the loss 
of a beloved Fenimore Street 
mural can turn their frowns up-
side down because another art-
ist will create a new painting on 
the wall that featured the de-
caying public artwork.

And locals may recognize 
the woman tapped to produce 
the new mural on the Fenimore 
Street–side of the building at 
631 Flatbush Ave., according to 
its caretaker, who said artist Ka-
tie Merz also created a massive 
painting on another Flatbush 
Avenue structure just down the 
road at the site of  a controver-
sial megadevelopment on the 
edge of Boerum Hill .

“I commissioned Katie, who 
is responsible for the beautiful 
mural at 80 Flatbush in Boerum 
Hill, to donate a bigger mural in 
the coming weeks,” said Royce 
Douglas. “The old mural was 
well received, but over the years 
it started peeling, and it was re-
cently vandalized.”

Many locals reacted with 
shock after workers smeared 
black paint over the original 
mural — which eight artists 
collaborated on back in 2011 

A clean canvas
Beloved Prospect-Lefferts Gardens mural 
gets painted over for new public artwork

A worker (above) recently painted over the mu-
ral (upper left) that decorated a Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens building’s wall since 2011. But artist Katie 
Merz, who created the piece at 94 Flatbush Ave. in 
Boerum Hill (left), volunteered her time and talent 
to create a new artwork in the old painting’s place. 
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— taking to social media last 
week to lament its sudden de-
struction.

“No!!!” Jill Krupnik wrote 
when commenting on a May 
8 Facebook post reporting the 

mural’s disappearance.
And other residents blamed 

gentrification for the pub-
lic painting’s removal — but 
those folks might be surprised 
to know their neighbors blasted 

the artwork as a sign of social 
change back when it was cre-
ated, according to one man 
who helped the first mural 
come to be.

“A handful of people com-

plained about the original mu-
ral as an example of gentrifi-
cation,” said Bob Marvin, a 
bigwig at PLG Arts, which or-
chestrates public-art projects 
in the neighborhood. “Every-
thing sparks controversy these 
days, but I don’t see the paint-
ing of the wall as an example of 
gentrification, and I certainly 
don’t see painting over it as 
that either.”

But locals won’t have to look 
at the blank canvas for long, ac-
cording to Merz, who said she 
planned to begin working on 
her new mural last weekend.

The piece will recall her 
elaborate, three-story black-
and-white mural at 94 Flat-
bush Ave., which builder Al-
loy Development paid Merz 
$50,000 to create before it razes 
that structure and several of 
its neighbors to make way for 
its five-building 80 Flatbush 
complex —  if the project and 
its necessary upzoning appli-
cation survive the city’s Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure .

But the final design of the 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens mu-
ral will come together organ-
ically, according to the artist, 
who said she plans to tap the 
creative minds of passersby 
while creating it, like she did 
when working on her other pub-
lic artwork  last year . 

“It will be totally free form,” 
Merz said. “It’s like crowd-
sourcing, or a collective.”

Douglas met Merz on the 
street while she painted her 
Boerum Hill mural, accord-
ing to the artist, who said the 
caretaker asked her “if I work 
for free.” And it turns out Merz 
does — at least in Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens, she said.

“My dad literally grew up 
down the street, and his dad was 
a super on Winthrop Street,” 
Merz said. “I love working on 
things I’m connected to.”

— with Saul Marquez

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
waived Palestinian flags and 
held signs reading “right to re-
turn” and other slogans at a pro-
Palestinian protest in Bay Ridge 
on Monday — hours after the 
United States opened its em-
bassy in Jerusalem, and Israeli 
soldiers opened fire on Pales-
tinian demonstrators at the bor-
der with Gaza.

And the local Palestinian 
community welcomed the 
display of solidarity, accord-
ing to protest organizer.

“Seeing people who felt the 
same sentiments was amazing,” 
said Nerdeen Kiswani. 

The protest commemorated 
the Nakba — Arabic for “ca-
tastrophe” — which is how 
Palestinians refer to their dis-
placement following the cre-
ation of Israel 70 years ago 
this week.

Ridgites rally 
for Palestine

Hundreds waved flags and shouted in support of 
Palestinians at the May 14 protest.
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