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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Not making that call could 
save a life!

Newcomers gentrifying Brook-
lyn’s mostly black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods are risking the lives 
of long-time residents every time 
they call 911 for incidents involv-
ing black people, anti-police-bru-
tality advocates told a group of a 
few dozen mostly young, white 
residents on May 23. 

Imani Henry, head of  Equality 
for Flatbush , which bills itself as 
“fighting police brutality and gen-
trification,” blamed the latter for 
rising rates of 911 calls by nervous 
newcomers who call the cops at 
the site of a black person.

“In 2016 there was a statis-
tic around Oakland. There have 
been over 800 calls in one month 
of literally black people washing 
their cars, or black people walking 
down the block,” he claimed, cit-
ing West Coast statistics on calls 
to the emergency number, along 
with the 311 complaint line.

And those calls can lead to a 
black person’s death, Henry told 
the crowd seated in a circle in-
side the Mount Zion Church of 
God on E. 37th Street between 
Linden Boulevard and Church 
Avenue.

A case in point was the kill-
ing of Crown Heights resident Sa-
heed Vassell,  who police shot and 
killed when responding to emer-
gency reports of a gun-toting man 
threatening pedestrians in April . 
Vassell, it turned out, was a well 
liked and known mentally ill man 
wielding a pipe as if it were a pis-
tol in a game that turned deadly 
due to a lack of training among 
police in mental health issues, 
Henry told the crowd.

Logs of calls to the city’s 911 
system are not available to the 
public without first filing a free-
dom of information request, ac-
cording to Det. Denise Moroney 
at the NYPD’s Office of the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Public Infor-
mation. But calls to 311 in gentri-
fying Crown Heights and Prospect 

Hello summer!
Thousands got an early start on summer on May 25, packing Coney 
Island beach as Memorial Day weekend kicked off with nearly 90-de-
gree weather. Read more on Coney’s opening day on page 3.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This park is coming together!
The city wants to conjoin two discon-

nected swaths of green space that make 
up a Columbia Street Waterfront District 
park as part of its reconstruction of the 
crumbling Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way, which has on- and off-ramps run-
ning through the play area, a Depart-
ment of Transportation project manager 
in charge of the long-awaited rebuild 
told locals this week. 

“It’s in the middle of the park, it kind 
of bifurcates the two park spaces, and 
we’re going to be looking at a way to 
combine the park space,” said Tanvi Pan-
dya during a joint Community Board 2 
and Community Board 6 Transportation 
Committee meeting on May 17. 

In April, the state passed its bud-
get  authorizing the use of a stream-
lined process called design-build for 
the city-led reconstruction of the di-
lapidated Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way , giving the transportation depart-
ment the green-light to break ground as 
early as 2021, with the hope of putting 
the finishing touches on a new version 
of the roadway’s three-tiered structure 
called the triple cantilever by 2026 — 
the year transportation officials warn 
they’d have to  boot trucks off of it and 

Upcoming BQE fi x could connect disjointed Columbia Street park

COME TOGETHER

The city wants to reconnect Van Voorhees Park, which is split in half by 
access roads for the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway.
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VAN VOORHEES PARK

VAN VOORHEES PARK

send them down local streets  if some-
thing wasn’t done. 

The transportation department’s yet-
to-be hired contractors are going to re-
configure the highway from Atlantic Av-
enue to Sands Street anyway, so they may 
as well also stitch together Van Voorhees 
Park’s two spaces — bounded by Colum-
bia, Hicks, and Congress streets and At-
lantic Avenue — that include handball 
courts and a ball field on one side of the 
expressway’s on-and-off ramps, and ten-

nis, basketball courts, and play equipment 
on the other, so that youngsters don’t have 
to trek across a speedway just to get to 
another section, said Pandya.

“The goal that I’ve given them is merge 
the two pieces of park,” she said. “Make 
sure people have a safe space to walk, 
so minimize that interaction with traf-
fic to the degree that you can.”

For the plan to come to fruition, the 
on-ramp, considered by many to be  one 
of the most dangerous in the city  thanks 

to its 0-foot ap-
proach, would 
presumably be 
moved some-
place else, or 
eliminated. 

Locals pressed 
for more details 
on the park plan, 
and warned not 
to make it even 
more dangerous 
to pedestrians, surrounded by traffic 
and construction. 

“My concern is that in doing this and 
coming up with a viable design that we 
don’t lose access and use of the park,” 
said Jerry Armer, a member of Com-
munity Board 6’s transportation com-
mittee. “Looking at how to keep some 
access to the park and not to make it 
so the people who live in the Colum-
bia Street Waterfront District don’t have 
a park at all for a while, that would be  
a problem.”

But transportation bigwigs had few 
details and said the scheme is still in its 
extreme early stages.

“A lot of things are fluid and I would 
be very hesitant to tell you anything right 
now, I do know we are definitely trying 
to combine and make it safer for pedes-
trians to get around,” said Pandya.

FIXING 
the BQE

It’s no joke: Locals urge ‘Don’t call 911’

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Our library rocks!
The borough’s biggest book 

lender has gotten into the music 
business, and is giving would-
be musicians an opportunity to 
borrow a variety of instruments 
from its main branch in Prospect 
Heights. 

“It’s really cool,” said Bay Ridge 
librarian Rita Meade. “No one else 
is doing this.”

The library system debuted 
the city’s first instrument lend-
ing program at Central Library 
on May 23, allowing members to 
choose between one of five noise 
makers — acoustic guitar, uku-
lele, violin, electronic keyboard, 
and practice drum pads — which 
can be taken home for two months 
at a time, and come with prac-
tice books, tuners, and other ac-

cessories to help borrowers start 
rockin’, according to Christine 
Schonhart, assistant director at 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Cen-
tral Library.

The program was developed 
as part of the library’s annual 
Brooklyn Incubator, a challenge 
in which rank-and-file librarians 
try to come up with the best new 
ideas to improve the borough’s li-
brary system. 

This year’s winners include 
three librarians from Central 
Library’s Art and Music Center 
— Kay Badalamenti, Peter Otis, 
and Harold Stern — who were 
given $10,000 to pilot their idea, 
and told to report back in August, 
so library honchos could decide 
whether or not to expand the pro-
gram, Schonhart said.

In this case, however, the book-
worms won’t have to wait until the 

end of summer to know whether 
their ideas will be green-lit, ac-
cording to Schonhart, who de-
scribed the new program as an 
instant chart topper.

“We’re clearly going to have a 
great story of success,” she said. 
“So we’re hoping to find donors 
interested in funding it.”

Unfortunately, that success has 
resulted in huge delays for bor-
rowers, and the wait list for the li-
brary’s most popular instrument 
— the electronic keyboard — al-
ready stretches well into next year, 
according to Schonhart. 

“There’s a wait list right now, 
we’ve had such a good demand,” 
the library honcho said. “It’s a great 
problem to have.”

To celebrate its first day in the 
music business, the library asked 
its unofficial in-house band, Lost 
in the Stacks, to put on a concert 

at its main branch, where they 
played tunes including “Mustang 
Sally” and “Someone to Watch 
Over Me.”

The band was started by for-
mer librarian and guitarist Jack 
McCleland, and features numer-
ous other past and present library 
workers, many of whom moon-
light as professional musicians, 
according to Meade, who sings 
in the band. 

“We rehearse not as frequently 
as we should, but we’re profes-
sional musicians for the most part,” 
Meade said. “I think we’re pretty 
good.”

Lost in the Stacks doesn’t carry 
its librarian theme much further 
than its membership, although one 
McCleland original called “Heard 
the News” does explore life as a 
library worker in the big city, ac-
cording to Meade. 

Now, you can borrow a tune
Brooklyn Public Library starts lending musical instruments

A library member checks out one of the new violins on loan at Brooklyn Public Library.
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The city’s loudest librarians 
don’t get together that often, only 
playing about one or two gigs a 
year, but they’re always happy to 

support Brooklyn Public Library, 
according to Meade. 

“Basically we’ll do anything 
if we’re asked,” she said. 

Anyone interested in getting 
an instrument from Brooklyn 
Public Library should e-mail mu-
sicloan@bklynlibrary.org. 

Tell gentrifi ers hanging up 
the phone could save a life

Watch team, community members 
trained to monitor police as a way 
of ensuring good conduct. 

The Equality for Flatbush team 
also urged its audience to integrate 
themselves into the community, 
and rely more on their neighbors 
in emergency situations and less 
on police.

Caucasian members of the au-
dience at Mount Zion were keenly 
aware of their whiteness accord-
ing to one Flatbush newcomer who 
said she is concerned about the ef-
fect her settling in the black com-
munity would have.

“I’m afraid of how my pres-
ence and how more and more white 
people would affect the culture 
and the community,” said Sarah 
Schluep, who moved to Flatbush 
in March from Queens. 

Schluep said her big takeaway 
from the meeting was the impor-
tance of getting to know other peo-
ple in her building and local com-
munity, saying she’ll be less afraid 
to knock on her neighbors’ doors 
in the future.

“It’s the importance of build-
ing community, that I know,” said 
Schleup. “I think relationships be-
tween people are what we’re here 
to do. To love is what we’re here 
to do.”

Lefferts Gardens have gone from 
11,515 in 2010 to 37,039 in 2017. In 
Flatbush, calls rose from 18,480 in 
2010 to a high of 83,398 in 2014 be-
fore dropping to 52,021 in 2017.

Henry kicked off the meeting 
by detailing what he called the 
oppressive roots of police culture 

in America, which he said could 
be traced back to groups of men 
charged with recapturing fugi-
tive slaves. 

“This armed body of men have 
always been about oppression,” 
Henry said. “There’s a clear under-
standing that for people, particu-

larly people of color, systems like 
911, systems like the police, were 
not really created for us.”

In lieu of phoning police, Henry 
and other members of Equality for 
Flatbush urged the crowd to con-
sider alternatives, like contacting 
a mental health or medical care 

worker at Thrive NYC at (888) 
693–9335 to assess if an emer-
gency response is necessary. Such 
a call could result in a trained men-
tal health counselor intervening 
instead of police. 

If police are definitely required, 
911 callers can also contact a Cop 

(Left) Equality for Flatbush leader Imani Henry, center, told a crowd of mostly young white people to think twice before 
calling 911, saying it could easily lead to the death of black men and women. (Right) Protestors waved signs honoring 
Saheed Vassell and decrying the NYPD in April.
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Register for this live event by calling 
 1-866-281-3501

Join us for this free IDIOPATHIC 
PULMONARY FIBROSIS (IPF) 

educational event!

WHEN:
Saturday, June 16, 2018
Registration: 9:30 AM
Start Time: 10:00 AM

WHERE:
Hilton Brooklyn New York 
140 Schermerhorn Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

FEATURING:
Boris Sagalovich, MD, FC 
Paula M., IPF Mentor

Bring a friend or family member!
Complimentary parking and refreshments provided.

An IPF Educational Event

Copyright © 2018 Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
All rights reserved. (01/18) PC-US-101034

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Armando’s is gone — 
again!

The long-time owner of be-
loved Armando’s restaurant 
in Brooklyn Heights closed 
its doors last week after 82 
years in business — a big loss 
for the community, said the 
head of the local business-
boosting group.

“Armando’s has been a 
pillar in the community for 
82 years, and will be dearly 
missed,” said Kate Chura, 
the executive director of the 
Montague Street Business Im-
provement District.

Owner Peter Byros sold 
his landmarked Montague 
Street building — which once 
 boasted its famous neon lob-
ster sign out front  — to a real-
estate agent in February, ac-
cording to city records.

Byros said he tried to work 
out a deal to continue leasing 
his old-school Italian kitchen, 
between Clinton and Henry 
streets, from the new operator 

so he could continue churn-
ing out his delicious red-sauce 
dishes that had kept locals, 
politicians, and even once-
famous stars coming back 
for more, but it was too ex-
pensive and few tables were 
booked every night like they 
once were.

“Business is not what it 
used to be, used to be flour-
ishing,” said Byros, who lives 
in Queens.

Byros  briefly shuttered  his 
legendary eatery in 2008 to 
make way for a now-closed 
Spicy Pickle sandwich shop 
in its place, but re-opened  just 
a year-and-a-half later , to lo-
cals’ delight. 

Byros, who ran the joint 
since 1981, isn’t sure what the 
new owners have planned for 
the landmarked building, but 
wouldn’t be surprised if they 
transformed it into a fast-food 
chain.

“Because that’s the one 
that pays the high rents,” he 
said. 

Byros loved nothing more 

Armand-no! 
Montague eatery closes

than serving the community 
for more than three decades, 
he said. 

“I thank all my people for 
their support they’ve given me 
all these years, I’m very dis-
appointed that I had to close 
down, but there was no other 
choice,” said Byros.

But not everyone is sad to 
see the staple Italian eatery 
shutter — one man, whose 
number is just one digit off 
from its owner’s, but is listed 
in city records for the restau-

rant, has gotten calls meant 
for him for the last decade 
and is hoping now that will 
finally end.

“It’s been happening to me 
for eight years. At first I tried to 
be helpful but after eight years 
it got to be very frustrating — 
I got more and more agitated 
as the years went by,” said the 
man from Connecticut who de-
clined to give his name. “I don’t 
know how much business he 
lost, I tell people to blow off. 
I hope this is the last.”

Montague Street’s Armando’s Restaurant served its 
last meal last week.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Police are hunting for the 
villain who shot and killed 
a teen and injured two other 
victims in what cops are call-
ing a gang-related daytime 
fusillade on Hewes Street 
last week.

The wanted gun-toting 
man fatally shot 19-year-old 
Valentin Cruz in the head, 
near S. Third Street on May 
23 at about 12:45 pm, and 
wounded two others — hit-
ting a 21-year-old in the belly 
and a 19-year-old in the lower 
back, police said. 

The wounded 21-year-old 
was treated at Bellevue Hos-
pital but later arrested for as-
sault, criminal possession of 
a weapon, and menacing, po-
lice said. 

Brooklyn Paper photog-
rapher Paul Martinka was 

Gang shooting in W’burg

on assignment for the New 
York Post when he heard de-
tails of the shooting on his 
police scanner and raced to 
the scene. 

When he got there, he 

found dozens of shell cas-
ings littering the trendy in-
tersection, and a man wearing 
a white baseball cap speed-
ing off in a silver van. Police 
said they are still investigat-

ing and expect more arrests 
later in the week.

“There’s probably going 
to be additional arrests,” said 
NYPD spokesman Detective 
Martin Brown.

Police are investigating after a gunman killed a 19-year-old and injured two 
other people in Williamsburg on May 23.
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Now there’s a faster way to treat strokes: 
Take the hospital to the patient.

The Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit is now in Brooklyn. 

It’s a stroke treatment center—complete with a CT scanner and access to a neurologist 
from Weill Cornell Medicine—that can travel straight to the patient, saving them 
precious time and precious brain cells. If you suspect someone’s having a stroke, call 911.

Learn more about the MSTU at nyp.org/mstu

Join Your Local Merchants for  
Live Music, Food, Rides, Art, Crafts, 

Antiques, Classic Cars and More

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

Stop feeding the feral cats 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park! Just 
stop!

An animal welfare group is 
begging Brooklynites to stop 
providing nourishment to a 
colony of feral cats in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park because these 
random acts of kindness and 
nutrition are making it more 
difficult for volunteers to cor-
ral the foraging felines and get 
them spayed and neutered.

“When we find that some-
one’s thrown an entire chicken 
in the park, the cats are obvi-
ously not going to pay atten-
tion to our food,” said Anne 
Levin of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Animal Welfare Coali-
tion, which is trying to lure 
the wild beasts with their own 
offerings.

Park officials put up signs 
last year to discourage feeding, 
but the messages have gone 
unheeded, added coalition 
member Julia Rassmann.

“I don’t think most people 
notice the signs,” said Rass-
mann, whose group also runs 
the Cat Café on Atlantic Ave-
nue. “I think only we’ve no-
ticed them.”

The effort is a part of an 
ongoing partnership between 
Brooklyn Bride Park coalition 
to manage the cat population. 
Volunteers from the welfare 
coalition use food to lure the 
cats to designated feeding sta-
tions where they can be mon-

Lay it on the feline
B’Bridge Park asks visitors to stop feeding feral cats
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(Left) A now-adopted 
kitten peeks out from its 
hiding place near Pier 6. 
(Right) A sign in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park urges 
park-goers to stop feed-
ing the cats in the area.
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is discussing ways it can redo 
the signs to better inform vis-
itors about the rescue efforts, 
which will hopefully make 
it easier to better care for 
the cats.

“Long-term, we want to 
make certain these cats have 
a decent quality of life,” she 
said.

Not everyone is so fond of 
the felines.

“I don’t like that there are 
cats around because my dogs 
always react to them,” said Ur-
sula McGee, who frequently 
herds pooches — cats’ mor-
tal enemies — through the 
park.

itored and trapped for reloca-
tion and adoption.

But months after posting 
the signs, one volunteer said 
there are still cats evading the 
traps because of interference 
from park-goers who feed the 
animals. The cats have less in-
centive to take the food in the 

feeding stations when they’re 
being fed elsewhere, accord-
ing to Rassmann.

And the coalition says the 
cats that have been left un-
checked are now threatening 
neighboring wildlife, partic-
ularly the birds around Pier 
One. Rassmann said the park 

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island Beach is now 
officially open for summer 
fun and soaking up the sun. 

Mayor DeBlasio visited Co-
ney on May 25 to celebrate both 
the official opening of its beach 
for the season, as well as the 
 Riegelmann Boardwalk’s re-
cent designation as a scenic 
landmark . Hizzoner called the 
neighborhood “one of the jew-

els in the crown of New York 
City,” in part due to its resilient 
residents, and said that land-
marking the Boardwalk would 
help preserve it as a destination 
for all New Yorkers. 

“One of the things I love 
about Coney Island — it is a 
place for everyone,” he said. 
“The importance of Coney 
Island and the strength of its 
people — that’s what we cel-
ebrate today.” 

Coney’s open!

Dino’s Wonder Wheel ride greeted beachgoers.
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AFTER 30 YEARS

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops cuffed a teen who 
they say grabbed a woman’s 
purse at MetroTech Center 
on May 21.

The 29-year-old victim told 
police she was near Myrtle 
Avenue at about 11 am when 
the suspect snatched her 
purse with her phone, cash, 
and credit cards inside it and 
started running. The victim 
flagged down an officer, who 
stopped the suspect, police 
said. 

Lost data
Some punk swiped a vic-

tim’s laptop from a Water 
Street building on May 23, 
police said. 

The crook broke into a pri-
vate balcony by pushing open 
a magnetically locked door in-
side the building near Main 
Street a little before 8 am and 
stole the MacBook Pro, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Quick snatch 
Some sneak took a teen’s 

wallet inside a Jay Street 
building on May 22, police 
said.

The 19-year-old victim told 
cops he had put his bag down 
for a few minutes inside the 
building near Tillary Street 
at about 5 pm, and when he 
reached for it, saw some jerk 

Police: Teen grabs woman’s purse

had taken his wallet — with 
his driver’s permit, identifi-
cation card, cash, and credit 
card inside it — according to 
authorities. The punk made 
$58 in charges to the card be-
fore the victim cancelled it, 
police said. 

Watch out! 
A baddie stole a guy’s 

pricey watch from a locker 
inside a Bridge Street gym 
on May 24, police said. 

The 36-year-old victim 
told police he left his Rolex 
in a secure locker inside the 
gym near Willoughby Street 
at about 8:45 am to work out, 
and when he was done, saw 
some crook had broken open 
the locker and taken out his 
watch, according to author-
ities. 

Where’s my car?
A nogoodnik rode off with 

a guy’s car parked on Front 
Street sometime between May 
24 and 25, police said.

The 67-year-old parked 
his 2000 Lexus near Adams 
Street at about noon and when 
he went to pick it back up the 
next day at 10 am, it was gone, 
according to authorities. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

No returns
A villain socked a guy in 

the arm with a cane inside a 
Fulton Street bodega on May 
26, police said. 

The goon got into an ar-
gument with the deli worker 
inside the store near Hanson 
Place at about 2 am when he 
became irate and started hit-
ting the victim in the right 
arm with the pole, and then 
fled, according to authorities. 
Paramedics took the 22-year-
old victim to Brooklyn Hos-
pital, cops said. 

Park punk
Some nogoodnik cut 

a woman in the chest in-
side a Saint Edwards Street 
green space on May 26, po-
lice said. 

The 26-year-old victim 
walked into a hospital on 
DeKalb Avenue the next day 
and told cops that she was in 
the park near Myrtle Avenue 
at about 11:30 pm when she 
got into a fight with the good-
for-nothing, who then stabbed 
the woman in her upper chest 

and finger, officials said. The 
victim told police she didn’t 
see what weapon the bad-
die used. 

Not so fast!
Cops cuffed a guy on May 

25 for stealing a bike on Han-
son Place about three weeks 
earlier. 

Police spotted the 36-year-
old suspect pedaling a Citi 
Bike the wrong way down 
a one-way street near Ash-
land Place and realized he had 
swiped it on May 3, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Bike bandit
Some punk rode off with 

a woman’s bicycle locked up 
on Flatbush Avenue Extension 
on May 23, police said. 

The victim told cops she 
had left her Jamis coda elite 
two-wheeler near Fulton 
Street at about 7:15 am, and 
when she returned to it at 
about 4:45 pm, the lock was 
broken and her bike was gone, 
according to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

C-locked
Cops arrested a woman 

who they say beat another gal 
with a combination lock on 
Eighth Avenue on May 20.

The victim old police she 
was between 14th and 15th 
streets at 8:30 am when the 
suspect conked her with the 
combo lock on her face.

Police cuffed the suspect 
later that day, charging her 
with assault, cops said.

Unhealthy
A health worker was ar-

rested for allegedly stealing 
her employer’s credit card 
from his Prospect Park West 
home on May 15.

The victim told police that 
the suspect, who was respon-
sible for taking care of his 
mother at their home between 
Seventh and Eighth streets, 
put more than a dozen illicit 
charges — some up to $450 
— on his card. 

Fortunately, only one $60 
purchase was approved, ac-
cording to police, who said the 
woman was busted on May 18 
on grand larceny charges. 

Scooter capers
Three scooters were sto-

len in the precinct this week. 
Here’s the rundown:

• Some thief puttered off 
with a man’s scooter he parked 
on 11th Street on May 14.

The victim told police he 
left his 2005 Vespa between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
7 pm, and returned the fol-
lowing day to find an empty 
spot where his low-powered 
motorbike had been.

 • Another jerk took off with 
a woman’s scooter parked on 
First Street on May 14, only 
to dump it halfway down the 
block.

The victim told police she 
left her ride between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at 8:30 pm, and 
returned the following day to 
find some crook had moved it 
down the block, and that the 
bike was damaged, and un-
able to start.

• And finally, yet one 
more Vespa parked on Pres-
ident Street was nabbed on 
May 10.

The victim told police he 
left his scooter between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues at 5 pm, 
and returned four days later 
to find the 2009 Bravo-model 
two-wheeler stolen.

The cases were closed with-
out any arrests, cops said.

Jacked
A thief drove off with a 

man’s 2001 Nissan Maxima 
that he left running on Ninth 
Street on May 14.

The victim told police he 
parked his car unlocked, with 
his keys in the ignition, be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues at 1:42 pm, and returned 
just a minute later to discover 
his sedan was stolen.

— Colin Mixson

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–Windsor 

Terrace

Big haul 
A lowlife broke into a 58th 

street apartment and stole 
thousands worth of jewelry 
and cash at sometime over-
night on May 26. 

The homeowner told police 
he left his his home  between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues at 6:30 
pm on May 26 and returned 
at 5 am the following day to 
find his front door was un-
locked and his back kitchen 
window open.

The lout stole $25,000 
in cash, plus an estimated 
$53,900 worth of jewelry, 

according to the report. 

Checked out 
A swindler stole and al-

tered a check that a 42nd Street 
resident tried to mail back on 
Feb. 7, the victim reported to 
police on May 21. 

The man, who lives be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues, mailed the $1,000 
check at around 8 pm sev-
eral months ago, and the thief 
grabbed and altered it to be 
for $1,100 shortly thereafter, 
cops said. 

Face scratcher
Police arrested a woman 

who they say scratched a 
man’s face and bit him in 
the arm inside a 48th Street 
apartment on May 21. 

The alleged assault oc-
curred between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues around 10:15 
pm, and left the victim with 
lacerations, authorities re-
ported.

No pushover 
Police arrested a man 

who pushed and struck an-
other man inside a 49th Street 
home on May 27. 

The alleged assault oc-
curred at the home between 
Second and Third avenues just 
before 6 pm, and police ar-
rested the man later that same 
day, according to officials. 

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Dog days  
Police arrested a man who 

they found with a knife and 
who kept two dogs locked in 
a car on 64th Street on May 
26, cops said. 

Officers responded to a call 
that two dogs were allegedly 
locked in a car between 10th 
and 11th avenues around 12:30 
pm. Officers found the ca-
nines panting and barking 
with dry mouths and eyes, 
and when they got the dogs 
out, they showed symptoms 
of dehydration and signs of 
fatigue, including twitching 
and being unsteady on their 
feet, police said. 

When one of the dogs be-
came unconscious, medical 
personnel brought him to a 
clinic, where he is in critical 
and unstable condition, ac-
cording to the police report. 
Police arrested the man on the 
scene, where they also dis-
covered he had a knife, au-
thorities said. 

Time for jail 
A pair of robbers punched a 

man in his eye and then stole 
his Rolex watch along with 
a gold chain, cellphone, and 
credit cards on Fourth Ave-
nue on May 23. 

The theft occurred at 77th 
Street just after 11:15 pm, 
when the punks hopped out 
of a gray Jeep before one of 
them punched the man and the 
other grabbed his phone and 
credit cards from his pock-
ets, police reported. Then, 
the two worked together to 
steal the man’s expensive 
watch and gold chain before 
fleeing on Fourth Avenue to-
wards 86th Street, according 
to the report. 

Personal note
A nogoodnik vandalized a 

woman’s car by writing on it 
when she parked it in a spot 
blocking his Colonial Road 
driveway on May 24. 

The woman parked her ve-
hicle at 91st Street around 6:30 
am, and when she returned, 
the homeowner had allegedly 
written, “Don’t block drive-
way, pay for parking” on the 
car, police reported. 

Basement cash 
A burglar broke into a base-

ment door in a Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway home on May 
24 and stole $100. 

The crook entered the home 
between 70th and 71st streets 
through the basement door 
around 11:30 pm, damaging 
the padlock in the process, and 
fled on foot once he grabbed 
the cash. 

Scaredy cat
A baddie entered a wom-

an’s 89th Street basement on 
May 25 while she was doing 
laundry — but ran when she 
scared him off. 

The unlawful entry oc-
curred at the home between 
Third and Fourth avenues just 
after 4:15 pm, when the perp 
walked through the woman’s 
open basement door, cops 
said. He only stayed for a 
few seconds before the ho-
meowner confronted him and 
he fled on 89th Street towards 
Third Avenue, according to 
the report. 
  — Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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JUNE 9 & 10

A Community Food Festival at the Intrepid Museum 

More than 20 local eateries | Live music on the waterfront | Free public pier entry

#WESTSIDEEATS | INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/WSE | PIER 86, W 46TH ST & 12TH AVE

Museum members receive 10% off food and drinks.*

 Not a member? Get 10% off when you pay with your Wells Fargo card in your mobile wallet.

Produced by

*Offers may not be combined.

IT’S MORE  THAN
JUST A JOB—

IT’S YOUR
CAREER.

The pre-registration period opens on 
 and closes on 

Begin your journey by pre-registering for the
NYPD Police Officer exam at 

Pre-registration is  before taking the exam.

For more information, visit 

Facebook:
NYPD Recruit

Twitter:
@nypdrecruit

Instagram:
@nypdrecruit

Linkedin:
NYPD EOE

 
 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This street’s got a lot of 
her-story. 

A stretch of a Brooklyn 
Heights road now bears the 
name of one of its most prom-
inent former residents —  Em-
ily Warren Roebling  — who 
famously finished building 
the iconic Brooklyn Bridge 
in the late 1800s after her 
husband fell ill. 

And the newly unveiled 
street sign, making Colum-
bia Heights between Pineap-
ple and Orange streets “Em-
ily Warren Roebling Way,” is 
a fitting honor to remember 
such a trailblazing woman 
who started smashing the 
patriarchy before women 
were allowed to vote, said 
one of her relatives during 
the co-naming ceremony on 
Tuesday.

“I believe she’s left an 
indelible footprint in those 
years — both as an engi-
neer in her own right, and 
as a contributor to Brook-
lyn culture, to American cul-
ture, and world culture, and 
as a considerable breaker of 
the glass ceiling, which is 
still in the process of crum-
bling,” said her great, great, 
great grandson, Kriss Roe-
bling, who was joined by lo-
cals, historians, and pols at 
the Heights corner. “I know 
that Emily would just be 
thrilled.” 

Roebling and her husband, 
Washington — who led the 
construction of the world’s 
first steel-cable suspension 
span as its chief engineer 
— lived on the block, close 
enough to the bridge so they 
could peek out their window 
down onto the construction 
site of what would ultimately 
become one of the most pho-
tographed overpasses in the 
world. 

But when Washington got 
sick with the bends (then 
known as caissons disease) 
while overseeing the work, 
Emily ensured Brooklyn’s 
namesake bridge was fin-
ished  — all the while keep-
ing her ailing husband up to 
date about the massive proj-

Portion of Columbia Heights named for Emily Roebling

Bridge builder lauded

ect, and chatting with jour-
nalists, politicians, and en-
gineers. 

When the bridge was fi-
nally done in 1883, Emily was 
the first to cross it —  with a 
rooster in her lap as a sign 
of victory . 

But Emily’s contribu-
tions didn’t just stop with the 
bridge — she graduated with 
a law degree from New York 
University and continued to 
fight for women throughout 
her career, making her per-
sistence a story worth telling, 

according to the local pol. 
“Emily was a leader ahead 

of her time,” said Brooklyn 
Heights Councilman Stephen 
Levin, who was joined by 
other pols and historians, 
including Brooklyn Heights 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon. 

“She broke barrier after 
barrier and we are honored 
to be able to celebrate her 
legacy.”

In March, the New York 
Times published an obituary 
for Emily, recognizing her 

achievements more than 100 
years after her death, and af-
ter Brooklyn’s  one-time paper 
of record beat it to the news . 
And the ceremony came just 
one year after  Community 
Board 2 voted to support 
the honor . 

And just a neighborhood 
away, a Downtown street will 
soon be named after a simi-
larly pioneering woman — 
African-American journalist 
 Ida B. Wells, who used her 
stories to fight racism and 
champion civil rights .
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(Top) Local pols and leaders joined the Roebling family for the co-naming cer-
emony. (Above left) Youngsters came out to support Emily Warren Roebling 
(above right) who oversaw the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge.
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AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

      

Williamsburg Community Apartments is pleased to announce that applications are being accepted to fill 
vacancies and to replenish the waiting list at 27-34 North 6th Street in the Williamsburg Northside section of 
Brooklyn.  This building was constructed through the New Housing Opportunities Program (NHOP) of the 
New York City Housing Development Corporation and the Participation Loan Program of the New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development.  The size, rent, and targeted income distribution for 
the apartments are as follows:   

*Subject to occupancy criteria  
** Includes gas for cooking, heat, and hot water – resident pays electricity 
***Income guidelines subject to change. Asset limits apply. 

Qualified Applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selected criteria. 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 
www.nyhhdc.com 

80
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Apartment 
Size 

Household 
Size* 

Monthly 
Rent** 

Total Annual Income Range*** 
Minimum - Maximum 

 
Studio 

 
1 

 
$1,407 

 

 
$50,126 - $58,480 

 

1 Bedroom 1 
2 $1,509 $53,692 - $58,480 

$53,692 - $66,800 

2 Bedroom 
2 
3 
4 

$1,820 
$64,389 - $66,800 
$64,389 - $75,120 
 $64,389 - $83,440 

Applications may be obtained email at: application@clintonmanagement.com 
 

Applications may also be requested via mail by writing to: 
Clinton Management 

42-09 235th Street 
Douglaston, NY 11363 

*Please include a self-addressed envelope 

or via telephone by calling:  718-281-2400 
 

Accepting applications until vacancies are filled and the waiting list has been replenished. 

No Broker’s Fee.  No Application Fee. 

BILL DE BLASIO, Mayor 
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner 
New York City Housing Development Corporation 

Eric Enderlin, President 

      

www.nyhhdc.com 

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s largest pur-
veyor of blue rental bikes 
tooted its own handlebar 
horn on Sunday at Pros-
pect Park, where Citi Bike 
celebrated its fifth year in 
Brooklyn with an event that 
straddled the line between 
anniversary bash and mar-
keting scheme, according to 
one peddle pusher. 

“It was meant to introduce 
the system to people who 
haven’t used it yet,” said Doug 
Gordon, author of the popu-
lar “Brooklyn Spoke” tran-
sit blog. “It was certainly a 
marketing event.”

But that didn’t stop lo-
cal parkgoers from enjoy-
ing themselves, according 
to one Park Slope resident, 
who played a “Wheel of For-
tune” style roulette game for 
a chance to win a free year of 
Citi Bike membership. 

“It was a lot of fun,” said 
Natania Malin Gazek. “I won 
a tote bag.”

Citi Bike enticed prospec-
tive cycle renters to join the 
service with free cake, a tour 
of the pop-up “Citi Bike Mu-
seum” — a tent featuring pic-
tures of celebrities riding the 
ubiquitous blue bikes — and 
a 25-percent discount off the 
service’s annual membership 
fee, which entitles cyclists to 

Blue bash
Citi Bike celebrates fi ve 
years with P’Park party

Citi Bike enticed Prospect Park patrons to join up for the rental service with a “museum” featuring pictures 
of celebrities (including Bruce Willis, Seth Meyers, Kendall Jenner, and Hugh Jackman) riding the bikes.
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Citi Bike member Doug Gordon — who believe it or 
not doesn’t work for the bike rental business — ad-
mitted that Citi Bike’s anniversary event was largely 
a marketing scheme.
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unlimited 45-minute trips be-
tween docking stations 

Citi Bike debuted in 
Brooklyn on May 27, 2013, 
with part its then 6,000-bike 
fleet serving areas north of 
Atlantic Avenue. The service 
has slowly crept deeper into 
Kings County over the past 
half decade, with docking sta-
tions reaching such southern 
extremes as Prospect Park 
Southwest in Windsor Ter-
race and Sterling Street in 

Prospect Lefferts Gardens. 
But the bike rental’s five-

year anniversary push comes 
as new competition prepares 
to debut in Brooklyn, and the 
city’s Department of Trans-

portation is expected to 
launch a new dockless bike 
service — which, unlike Citi 
Bike, allows riders to park 
their rentals at any bike rack 
—  sometime this summer . 

Park Sloper Natania Ma-
lin Gazek said she had a 
great time at the event.
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By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

T
he music scene is hot this summer! Brook-
lyn’s brutal winter is finally over, so it is 
time to get outside and hear some music! 

We have pored over the many offerings and 
distilled a dozen must-see concerts happen-
ing in the borough this summer.

Easy does it 
Eight-piece brass ensemble the Soul Reb-

els will bring its brand of New Orleans soul 
to Brooklyn for a high-energy outdoor show 
at Industry City. Make a plan to check out 
the horn-heavy band’s soulful conglomera-
tion of jazz, funk, rock, and more. 

The Soul Rebels at Industry City Court-
yard 1-2 (Second Avenue between 36th 
and 37th streets in Sunset Park, (718) 865–
3740, www.industrycity.com). June 1 at 8 
pm. $15.

Primus sucks!
The alternative rock band Primus will 

play its bizarre, bass-heavy tunes for a cult 
following at this Coney Island show, who 
will no doubt chant the self-deprecating slo-
gan mentioned above. Heavy metal icons 
Mastodon will open the show. 

Primus and Mastodon at the Ford Am-
phitheater (3052 W. 21st St. at the Board-
walk in Coney Island, (718) 954–9933, 
www.fordamphitheaterconeyisland.com). 
June 3 at 7 pm. $24–$399.

Musica rock
Famed Latin rock artists Los Lobos 

will fly in from Los Angeles to play an 
afternoon show in Prospect Park as part 
of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival 
— the first of several Celebrate Brooklyn 
shows on this list! The band, which has 
recorded many, many more songs since 
“La Bamba” became the first Spanish-lan-
guage hit to top the American pop charts 
in 1987, will play tunes from throughout 
its 43-year career.

Los Lobos at the Prospect Park Band-
shell [enter at Ninth Street and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, (718) 683–5600, 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb]. June 10 at 3 
pm. Free.

Country in the city
Alt-country stars the Jayhawks will join 

the mandolin and violin-heavy band Man-
dolin Orange in Prospect Park, where its 
music will match the green, natural sur-
roundings.

The Jayhawks at Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival [Prospect Park Bandshell, enter 
at Ninth Street and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (718) 683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org/cb]. June 16 at 7 pm. Free.

Local boy
Park Slope’s own Jonathan Coulton, 

who records delightfully nerdy songs about 
monkeys, robots, and the power of the In-
ternet, will open the Celebrate Brooklyn 
stage for pop punkers Superchunk and for 
famed singer-songwriter Aimee Mann, who 
worked with Coulton on several songs from 
her latest, Grammy-winning album “Men-
tal Illness.”

Aimee Mann at Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival [Prospect Park Bandshell, 
enter at Ninth Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (718) 683–5600, www.
bricartsmedia.org/cb]. June 21 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

The naked truth
Flash back to your college years with 

’90s rockers Barenaked Ladies, coming 
down from Canada to enjoy the Brook-
lyn summer and bust out tunes about Kraft 
dinner and Chickity China, the Chinese 
chicken. The band will play near the waves 
with another blast from the past: Better 
Than Ezra.

Barenaked Ladies at the Ford Amphi-
theater (3052 W. 21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (718) 954–9933, www.for-
damphitheaterconeyisland.com). June 27 
at 7 pm. $22–$155.

Rap in the park
Rapper, lyricist, and Brooklyn native 

Talib Kweli may be as much known for 
his tweets as his songs nowadays, but he 
will spit his best rhymes in a Browns-
ville park on June 30. The socially con-
cious rapper will be joined by rising soul 
duo Oshun.

Talib Kweli at Betsy Head Park (Bristol 
Street between Dumont and Blake ave-

nues in Brownsville, (212) 360–1399, www.
cityparksfoundation.org). June 30 at 6 pm. 
Free.

Desert blues
This summer, pass some time in the 

heat with the blues group Songhoy Blues. 
The group from Mali blends its native 
West African tunes with good ole blues 
music, making a beautiful and unique 
mix of sounds.

Songhoy Blues at Union Pool (484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 609–0484, www.union-pool.
com). July 7 at 2 pm. Free.

Emo lives
Emotional hardcore bands Taking Back 

Sunday and Coheed and Cambria will bring a 
night of angst-filled, heart-wrenching lyrics 
and overdriven guitars to the sun-drenched 
shore of Coney Island. Bust out the eye-
liner and relive the sad punk sounds of 
your teenage years! 

Taking Back Sunday and Coheed and 
Cambria at the Ford Amphitheater [3052 
W. 21st St. at the Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land, (718) 954–9933, www.fordamphithe-
aterconeyisland.com]. July 21 at 6:30 pm. 
$39–$289.

Island music
The office workers of Downtown’s 

Metrotech center will get a free visit to 
the Gullah region of South Carolina when 
the band Ranky Tanky takes the stage. The 
group mixes the traditional music of Afri-
can-American inhabitants from the coastal 
islands of South Carolina and Georgia with 
modern soul and R&B. 

Ranky Tanky at MetroTech Commons 
(304 Bridge St. between Myrtle Avenue 
and Tech Place Downtown, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org). Aug. 2 at noon. 
Free.

Time machine
You couldn’t get away! ’80s New Wave 

gods A Flock of Seagulls, best known for 
the synth hit “I Ran” and the lead sing-
er’s amazing swoosh of hair, will play the 
Coney Boardwalk as part of the nation-
wide nostalgia tour “The Lost ’80s Live!” 
which will also feature Reagan-era rock-
ers Wang Chung, Naked Eyes, the Roman-
tics, and more.

The Lost ’80s Live! at the Ford Amphi-
theater [3052 W. 21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (718) 954–9933, www.
fordamphitheaterconeyisland.com]. Aug. 
3 at 7 pm. $19–$299. 

Dirty work
The annual Afropunk Fest usually has 

a good lineup, but this year’s addition of 
Janelle Monae, the multi-Grammy nom-
inated singer whose latest, funky album 
“Dirty Computer” blasted her out of the 
closet on a wave of funky guitars and rap 
tracks, has pushed it over the top. Monae 
will headline the second day of the fes-
tival, but also performing that weekend 
will be legends Erykah Badu, Tyler the 
Creator, Fantastic Negrito and a plethora 
of other artists.

Afropunk Fest at Commodore Barry 
Park (Flushing Avenue between Navy 
Street and North Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene, www.afropunkfest.com/brook-
lyn). Aug. 25–26. $60–$160.

Class clowns

She’s passing the mic. 
A Park Slope comedienne has launched a new 

monthly stand-up series where teenage girls share 
the stage with professional funny women. Lynn 
Harris (pictured center) started “Gold Comedy 
Live!” happening on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at the Williamsburg Hotel, to teach female 
comics who are under the drinking age how to 
turn their insecurities into laughs, and to elevate 
the voices of comics who have been traditionally 
overlooked, she said. 

“One of the things we say is: what makes you 
different is what makes you funny, and what makes 
you funny is what makes you strong,” Harris said. 
“We’re changing the face of comedy.”

Each show will feature at least one high school–
aged comedian from New York’s comedy scene, 
or from the  stand-up comedy workshops  and 
online classes that Harris has run since 2016 
— performing alongside five professional co-
medians, who Harris hopes the girls can both 
laugh with and learn from.

“We’re trying to build the ranks and support 
among the youngest generation of comedy — 
the future of funny,” Harris said. “The focus of 
the show is to create that combination.”

The first show featured Brooklyn favorites 
Jo Firestone and Elsa Waithe, among other sea-
soned pros — cracking jokes before the same 
crowd as high school junior Avery Lender, who 
Harris spotted and recruited at a comedy festi-
val. The teens get paid the same as their more 
seasoned peers, said Harris. 

The jokes the junior comediennes write are 
creating a new narrative, said Harris, poking 
fun at the power structures involved in prom 
and the patriarchy alike. 

“When you’re doing comedy, you’re the one 
with the mic, you’re the one on the stage, you’re 
the one re-framing, re-telling the story your way,” 
she said. “We’re here to amplify girls’ and wom-
en’s voices — literally, with a mic. Our mission 
is to make sure that girls and women and other 
outsiders have the tools and platforms they need 
to take over comedy-slash-the world.” 

Gold Comedy Live! at the Williamsburg Ho-
tel (96 Wythe Ave. at N. 10th Street in Williams-
burg, www.goldcomedy.com). Fourth Tuesday 
of every month (next show June 26) at 7:30 pm. 
$10. — Julianne McShane

C O M E DY

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Black Swans” by Eve Babitz

For some fizzy fun with a splash of self-re-
flection and social commentary, try Eve Bab-
itz’s short story collec-
tion “Black Swans.” This 
love letter to Los Ange-
les explores the friend-
ships, loves, passions, 
and flings of an artist 
and writer with a sin-
gular voice: casual, col-
loquial, and propulsive, 
with enough insight and 
humor to elevate even 
the most frivolous ex-
cursions. What at first 
seems like an unfiltered 
array of impressions — about aging, or tango, 
ambition, or jealousy — comes together as a 
considered meditation on a theme. These sto-
ries will make you rethink your own intercon-
nected memories and the beautiful people that 
inhabit them — though they may not be as beau-
tiful as Babitz’s.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Under The Sea-Wind” by Rachel Carson

She is known for her groundbreaking environ-
mental writing, including her most famous book 

“Silent Spring,” but Ra-
chel Carson spent most of 
her life studying and writ-
ing about the sea. This po-
etic meditation on life in 
the ocean, at once alien 
and internal, makes for 
fascinating, and moving, 
reading. Take your beach 
read to the next level.

— Samuel Partal, 
Community Bookstore 
[43 Seventh Ave. be-
tween Carroll Street and 

Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075, 
 www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s picks: 
“Tangerine,” by Christine Mangan

May you find yourself, as I was, with face 
pressed in close to this book, breath held, eyes 
rapidly running over its 
lines, opening wide at its 
sudden turns and revela-
tions, resisting the urge 
to jump ahead to find out 
if Lucy — or if Alice — 
whether they — oh, no 
spoilers! I was utterly and 
happily absorbed in the 
story of a tense, danger-
ous reunion between two 
former best friends, set 
amidst the heat and al-
leyways of Tangier on the 
edge of independence.

— Nneoma Amadi-obi, Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Beach reads
B O O KS

Songs of summer: (Left) Famed singer-songwriter Aimee Mann will play the Prospect Park Band Shell on June 21; one 
of many excellent concerts happening at the outdoor venue this season, courtesy of arts group Bric. (Right) She will 
play with Park Slope’s own Jonathan Coulton, who wrote several songs on Mann’s last album.
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Mo’ Monae: (Left) One of the best Brooklyn concerts this summer will be Janelle Monae’s headlining appearance at Afropunk, on Aug. 26 in Fort Greene. (Right) The skillful 
lyricist Talib Kweli will rap at a free concert in Betsy Head Park in Brownsville on June 30.
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Sounds of summer
Your guide to the best outdoor concerts in Brooklyn
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 1

Page one!
Learn the (mostly, 
probably) true story of 
how America’s most 
famous pin-up model, 
was discovered on the 
Coney Island Board-
walk, in the saucy 
musical “Becoming 
Bettie Page,” with bur-
lesque queen Seedy 
Edie in the leading 
role. Stick around after 
the show and catch 
the intergalactic drag 
show “Escape to 
Outer Space,” starting 
at 10 pm.

8 pm at Coney Island USA 
(1214 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 
$20.

SATURDAY
June 2

Squeeze in
The only thing that 
could make the exqui-
site appreciation of 
visual art better is the 
soothing sounds of 
the accordion! Local 
accordion ensembles 
Famous Accordion 
Orchestra and Bach-
topus will pump out a 
combination of origi-
nal and classical tunes 
this afternoon at 
Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition. 

2–4 pm at Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org]. 
Free. 

SUNDAY
June 3

Dame of 
thrones
If you missed any of 
the stunning all-
female Shakespeare 
productions from 
Donmar Warehouse, 
get thee to St. Ann’s 
Warehouse! Filmed 
version of the compa-
ny’s “Julius Caesar,” 
“Henry IV,” and “The 
Tempest,” each set in 
a women’s prison, will 
screen today at 1 pm, 
4 pm, and 8 pm, 
respectively.

1 pm at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [45 Water St. 
at New Dock Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 834–8794], 
www.stannswarehouse.
org. $20 ($50 for all three).

MONDAY
June 4

Early bird
Join the party as 
dance-theater per-
former Raja Feather 
Kelly tries to raise 
$10,000 in 24 hours, at 
a “Tele-Gala-a-Thon” 
at Kickstarter Head-
quarters, featuring 
performances from his 
dance company, vogu-
ing, drag, cheerlead-
ing, birthday cake, 
specialty drinks, and 
more, all of it 
streamed on Kick-
starter Live.

6 pm–midnight at 
Kickstarter [58 Kent St. 
between in Greenpoint, 
www.thefeath3rtheory.
com]. $30 suggested 
donation.

TUESDAY
June 5

Common’s 
ground
The Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival 
kicks off tonight with 
a performance by the 
rapper Common! The 
Emmy, Grammy, and 
Oscar-winning per-
former will launch the 
40th annual outdoor 
concert series at the 
Prospect Park Band 
Shell.

8 pm at the Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 1
ART, “THE NATURAL WORLD” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: An exhibit of work 
from seven artists, presented in 
conjunction with Greenpoint Open 
Studios. Free. 6–9 pm. Arete Venue 
and Gallery [67 West St. #103, be-
tween Noble and Milton streets in 
Greenpoint, (929) 397–0025], www.
aretevenue.com. 

ART, “MIX MESSAGES” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A survey of Brooklyn 
artist Ivan Rivera’s multimedia works 
from 2012 to 2018. Free. 7–10 pm. 
Wayfarers (1109 Dekalb Ave. at 
Malcolm X Boulevard in Bushwick), 
www.brooklynwayfarers.org. 

THEATER, “AS U LIKE IT”: An updated, 
streamlined version of Shakespeare’s 
pastoral comedy, set in modern 
times, with rapping jester Touch-
stone, a puppet Audrey, and original 
music. Suitable for all ages. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. The 
Great Room at Art NY Studios [138 
S. Oxford St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Boreum Hill, 
(718) 624–3614], www.theater2020.
com. 

MUSIC, MARGINAL CONSORT: A 
Japanese improvisation group that 
meets only once each year. $20. 8 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–3001], pio-
neerworks.org. 

FILM, “STONEWALL”: A drama about 
the 1969 bar uprising. Free. 8:30 
pm. McCarren Park Pool Deck (776 
Lorimer St. between Driggs Avenue 
and Bayard Street in Williamsburg), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

SAT, JUNE 2
MUSIC, A JUBILANT SONG: The Park 

Slope Singers perform songs that 
celebrate happiness, love, and hope. 
$15 ($10 seniors and students). 2 
pm. Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd [7420 Fourth Ave. at 74th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (440) 320–8669], 
parkslopesingers.org. 

MUSIC, RED AUNTS: The all-female 
punk band plays with Las Hormi-
guitas and PinkLips. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111], www.rought-

radenyc.com. 
ART, BROOKLYN WATERFRONT ART-

ISTS COALITION: The arts group 
presents fi ve exhibitions: “Wide 
Open 9,” “Recycle 2018,” with re-
purposed art, “In the Groove,” an 
exhibit of album cover art, “Domi-
nica After Maria,” with Caribbean 
artists, and “Transformation.”” 
Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt St., 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

CRAFTER EXHIBIT: View creative 
works of local artists, included, 
paintings, drawings, fabric arts, and 
more. Light refreshments will be 
served. Free. 1–3 pm. Carroll Gar-
dens Public Library [396 Clinton St. 
at Union Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 596–6972], www.brooklynpub-
liclibrary.org. 

COMEDY, THE RANGER ZONE: A 
free monthly comedy and poetry 
variety show hosted by the Ranger 
twin sisters. Free. 7:30 pm. Branded 
Saloon [603 Vanderbilt Ave. at Ber-
gen Street in Prospect Heights, (718) 
484–8704], www.brandedsaloon.
com. 

FILM, “DAMSEL”: Rooftop Films pres-
ents this comedy about a wealthy 
pioneer traveling the Wild West with 
a drunkard and a miniature horse 
called Butterscotch. $16. 7:45 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth Av-
enue and 25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], www.
green-wood.com. 

COMEDY, “UH-OH — STORIES FROM 
PEOPLE WHO POOPED THEIR 
PANTS”: A live comedy show spon-
sored by Squatty Potty. With co-
medians Jordan Jensen, Reformed 
Whores, Chris Calogero, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Pine Box Rock Shop [12 
Grattan St. between Bogart Street 
and Morgan Avenue in Bushwick, 
(718) 366–6311], www.pineboxrock-
shop.com.  

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JUNE 1
MUSIC, YO! MTV RAPS 30TH AN-

NIVERSARY EXPERIENCE: With 
Big Daddy Kane, Flavor Flav, 
Doctor Dre, and many more. 
$76–$156. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: $55–

$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

FESTIVAL: With Bad Bunny, Miky 
Woodz, Liro Shaq, and many 
more. $76–$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 
Oscar D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many more. $71–
$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–$89. 

7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–$125. 

8 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Get to the point: We just can’t get enough of Depeche 
Mode and its lead singer Dave Gahan, pictured, who will play 
Barclays Center on June 6.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
his is a screening to make 
you scream!

A new documentary 
will convey the thrill of rock-
eting along Coney Island’s 
most iconic, rickety roller 
coaster! “Cyclone: 90 Years 
of History on Wheels” will 
screen on June 8 in Bay Ridge 
as part of the Art of Brook-
lyn Film Festival, which cel-
ebrates Brooklyn-affiliated 
films from June 2 to June 10 
at locations throughout Kings 
County.

It took the film’s director 
just one visit to the People’s 
Playground to decide that he 
needed to whip out his camera 
and film the wooden coaster. 
He soon realized that what 
made the ride special was its 
loyal fans. Frank Posillico’s 
movie interviews the die-hard 
riders who return to the roller 
coaster each season, and even 
get it inked into their skin.

“Honestly, this was the sec-
ond time I was ever in Coney 
Island, I had never ridden the 
Cyclone — I was always a big 
fan of roller coasters and all 
that stuff,” said Posillico, a se-

nior video editor at the New 
York Daily News. “I wound 
up spending so much time 
there with the people that 
are obsessed with this ride, 
have tattoos of it, they live-
stream themselves on the ride, 
and through that I fell in love 
with that as well.”

The Bay Ridgite began 
filming the wooden star of 
his 15-minute film in 2017, 
in honor of its 90th year zip-
ping through the amusement 
park, he said.

“I saw a story in the pa-
per about the Cyclone turning 
90, so I thought it would be a 
great idea for a longer-form 
piece,” said Posillico.

Posillico is also a history 
buff, and his short film takes 
viewers on a stationary ride 
through the history of the 
beloved coaster, and of the 
neighborhood known as So-
dom by the Sea that surrounds 
it, he said.

“I just love the history of 
New York City, I am a New 
Yorker, I like looking into that 
stuff and the Cyclone being 
90 years old, I thought it was 
good fodder for that,” he said. 
“It’s a bit of a history of Co-
ney Island and the Cyclone 

— the birthplace of the roller 
coaster, and then focuses on 
fans of the ride. I was able to 
get a few people coming off 
the ride to talk about it.”

The f lick has already 
screened at the Manhattan 
Film Festival, the New York 
Short Film Festival, and a 
half-dozen other film cel-
ebrations, but the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival is 
the last run for the docu-
mentary, said Posillico. So 
the director encourages ev-
eryone to get a ticket for the 
film, and to the Cyclone it-
self, he said.

“It’s actually the last festi-
val of its run,” said Posillico. 
“I encourage people to ride it, 
it’s a cool part of New York 
City, and go see it.”

“Cyclone: 90 Years of His-
tory on Wheels” screening 
as part of the “Everything 
is Changing” shorts block 
at Mary White Ovington 
School (7002 Fourth Ave. 
at Ovington Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, www.theartofbrook-
lyn.org). June 8 at 9 pm. $15. 

The Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival runs June 2–10 at 
various locations (www.
theartofbrooklyn.org).

Staying on tracks
Short fi lm looks at 90 years 
of the Cyclone roller coaster

Get a ticket!: Bay Ridgite Frank Posillico’s short documentary, “Cyclone: 90 Years 
of History on Wheels,” will screen on June 8 in Bay Ridge as part of the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

R
eal estate is no better, 
down where it’s wet-
ter!

A New Orleans theater 
company will bring a sur-
real show about gentrifica-
tion in an underwater city to 
Fort Greene’s Irondale Center 
starting on June 15. “Sea of 
Common Catastrophe” will 
use video projections, orig-
inal songs, and an eye-pop-
ping two-level set to exam-
ine how a city can change 
in the face of disaster, said 
its director. 

“The show is an imagistic 
theater performance about the 
displacement and change in cit-
ies in the U.S. and throughout 
the world,” said Jeff Becker. 
“A lot of these changes have 
positive and negative effects 
on neighborhoods, and it ex-
plores the complicity and com-
plexities of it all.”

The story, inspired by a 
passage in the Gabriel Gar-
cia Marquez book “Sea of 
Lost Time,” follows a seaside 
town drowned by the ocean, 
and what happens when its 
residents miraculously return 
and try to rebuild beneath the 
waves. Becker, who lived in 
New Orleans during and af-
ter Hurricane Katrina, said 
that he saw first-hand how 
little those re-developing the 
city cared about its original 
residents. 

“They invited in people 
who could afford to live there, 
and people who [had been] 
living there couldn’t afford 
to come back,” said Becker. 
“It was a clear distinction of 
race and class.”

The one-hour show could 
take place anywhere, said 
Becker, but for the Brooklyn 
production he filmed various 
blocks and buildings in Kings 
County to make the work feel 
more immediate. 

“The work is visually stun-
ning and our set design is vis-
ibly transforming with live 
musicians and video map-

ping,” he said. “It feels like 
a dream world.” 

The Lafayette Avenue In-
spirational Ensemble choir 
will join the four-member 
cast, singing original tunes 
based on stories about gen-
trification. 

Becker and his company, 
ArtSpot Productions, want 
audiences to consider how 

it relates to their neighbor-
hoods. After certain perfor-
mances, community leaders 
in Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill will join the actors to dis-
cuss how development has af-
fected their communities. 

“We are focused on arts 
and activism, and we do shows 
about the environment, race, 
and gentrification and we’re 

going to talk about the change 
and how its affected Brook-
lyn,” he said. “The show itself 
is abstract and its universal. I 
want people to be concerned 
about how change happens, 
and where there can be im-
provement. The goal for me 
is to inspire change, not judg-
ment, and talk about the ef-
fect it can have on a neigh-

borhood.”
“Sea of Common Catas-

trophe” at Irondale Center 
[85 S. Oxford St. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233, www.iron-
dale.org. June 15–30, Wed–
Sat at 8 pm, except June 21 
at 7:30 pm. $25 ($10 on June 
15, 16, and 21).

Underwater properties
Play set beneath the sea deals with displacement

Quite common: (Clockwise from top) “The Sea of Common Catastrophe” follows a town in the after-
math of a disaster, and is also a metaphorical take on gentrification, said director Jeff Becker. The visually 
spectacular theater show opens at the Irondale Center on June 20. The play uses a two-story set and film 
projections to tell the story of people displaced from their homes. 
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

Bay Ridge

Avenue Festival5th

69-85 Streets
June 3, 2018; 10am-6pm

diverse food & outdoor dining
kids activities & games

pet kissing booth  & rest stop
5 live stage shows

belly dancer
prizes & giveaways

SUN, JUNE 3
TOUR, PROSPECT LEFFERTS 

GARDENS HOUSE AND 
GARDEN TOUR: Take a 
self-guided tour of eight 
unique and diverse homes, 
with live jazz, drinks, and 
snacks at one stop. $30 ($25 
in advance). Noon–5 pm. Ix 
Cafe (43 Lincoln Rd. at Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens), www.lef-
fertsmanor.org. 

MUSIC, SPRING FEST ‘18: A 
fun musical afternoon in the 
park with Eileen Dugan and 
Prospect Hill Seniors’ Choir, 
Excelsior Music Blues Band, 
and various soloists. Free. 
Noon. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 

Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE: The trio Duo Helix 
performs. $20 suggested 
donation. 3 pm. St. John’s 
Episcopal Church [139 St. 
John’s Pl. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3928]. 

MUSIC, BERTHA THE MOM: 
A chamber opera based 
on the true story he fi rst 
patient of psychoanalysis. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, NEVERMIND OR-
CHESTRA: The brass band 
covers Nirvana songs. $5 
suggested donation. 10:30 
pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

MON, JUNE 4
41ST ANNUAL SAINTS CON-

STANTINE AND HELEN 
FESTIVAL: The Greek Or-
thodox Cathedral’s week-
long festival will feature 
authentic Greek food, deli-
cious desserts and Greek 
music in the streets of 
Brooklyn Heights. Free. 11 
am–9 pm. Sts. Constantine 
and Helen Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral (64 Schermerhorn 
St. between Court Street 
and Boerum Place in Brook-
lyn Heights). 

TALK, QUEER FILM THEORY 
101: Speakers at House 
of Wax Bar discuss the 
queer subtext of fi lms they 
watched growing up. Free. 
8 pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, DUNGEONS & 

DRAG KINGS: A night of 
kink demonstrations, bur-
lesque, drag, and nerdy 
trivia. $10–$15. 8:30 pm. 
The Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.way-
stationbk.com.  

TUES, JUNE 5
TALK, ORIENTATION AND 

MEDIA EDUCATION: An in-
troduction to public access 
television, with free and 
low-cost, high-quality media 
education courses. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

COMEDY, BLOWIN’ CHUNKS: 
A monthly stand up comedy 
show hosted by best pals 

Dario Joseph and Zane 
Golia. Free. 8 pm. Halyards 
[406 Third Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Gowanus, (718) 
532–8787], www.barhal-
yards.com.  

WED, JUNE 6
TALK, “LAW AND ORDER” 

WITH THE MARSHALL 
PROJECT: A discussion of 
the history and politics of 
New York’s criminal justice 
system. $5 (Free for mem-
bers). 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

FILM, “HEARTS BEAT LOUD”: 
A Red Hook dad, played 
by Nick Offerman, forms 
a band with his teenage 
daughter. Stars Nick Offer-
man and Toni Collette will 
discuss the fi lm after the 
screening. $16. 7:30 pm (fi lm 
starts 8:40 pm). Pioneer 
Works [159 Pioneer St. be-
tween Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

MUSIC, “THE ROSE ELF”: 
A new opera from David 
Hertzberg about two lovers 
torn apart by a senseless act 
of violence; and an ethereal 
being who witnesses the 
tragedy. Performed in the 
Green-Wood Catacombs. 
$80. 7:30 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THURS, JUNE 7
DINING, LOBSTER RUMBLE: 

Tasting Table hosts a lobster 
roll showdown! Sample 25 
different lobster rolls and 
vote for the best, while sip-
ping unlimited beer, wine, 
and gin cocktails. $185 
($275 VIP). 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Expo Center (72 Noble 
St. at Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint), www.tasting-
table.com/rumble. 

COMEDY, AIRPLANE MODE: 
A weekly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Raghav 
Mehta, Rohan Padhye and 
Geoffrey Asmus. Free. 8 
pm. Cherry Tree (65 Fourth 
Ave. between Bergen Street 
and St. Marks Place in Park 
Slope). 

FRI, JUNE 8
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
The exhibition portrays the 
life and work of the famous 
1960s graphic artist MC 
Escher. $20. 9 am–9 pm. In-
dustry City (220 36th Street 
between Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

MUSIC, PETE LANCTOT AND 
GINGER DOLDEN BLUES: 
Free Brooklyn Americana 
Music in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Fridays in June. 
Free. 6–8pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 2 [Jora-

lemon Street at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

READING, “THE RED HOOK” 
ART OPENING: Carroll Gar-
dens cartoonist Dean Hasp-
iel reads from his graphic 
novel about a superhero 
from Red Hook, and dis-
plays art from the book. 
Free. 7–10 pm. Sunny’s Bar 
[253 Conover St. at Beard 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
625–8211], www.sunnysred-
hook.com. 

SAT, JUNE 9
PET DAY AND PET COSTUME 

CONTEST: Pets ride Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel free while 
accompanied by their own-
ers, from noon to 7 pm. Pet 
costume contest at 2 pm. 
Entry fee is two cans of pet 
food. Coney Island Board-
walk [between W. 10th and 
W. 12th streets in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
denoswonderwheel.com. 

ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-
TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
June 8. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Sunny nights: In Dean 
Haspiel’s new graphic 
novel, superhero the Red 
Hook runs over Sunny’s 
Bar. Haspiel will read 
from the book and show 
off original art at a launch 
party at Sunny’s Bar on 
June 8.
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Grand
Opening

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to walk, 
bend, work, or drive as turning 
your head to see the car behind 
you — a function we barely 
even think about under normal 
conditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating pain 
impacts the quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried to 
get help. You may have already 
seen doctors for traditional 
medical and chiropractic care, 
without results. Perhaps it ap-
pears the only possibility is 
surgery. 

But this is not your only op-
tion. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn has been treating pa-
tients with these conditions for 
more than 32 years, reinstat-
ing their quality of life through 
nonsurgical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs are in-
volved. Instead, he utilizes de-
compression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative treat-
ment for serious neck and low 
back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi. “It has helped peo-
ple who are at the end of their 
rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 

the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, engi-
neers, and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi, who is trained in 
these methods. The certifica-
tion course was designed by 
the leading expert in spinal de-
compression, Dr. Jay Kennedy, 
D.C., who taught doctors world-
wide and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of de-
compression systems. To gain 
certification involves more 
than 40 hours of instruction, 
including hands-on training 
sessions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and oth-
ers in the community with ad-
vanced spinal decompression 
therapy,” says Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal stenosis, 
bulging, herniated, and degen-
erative discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn 8214 - 13th Avenue 
11228 in Dyker Heights, (718) 
833–3327. www.SpineandDis-
cCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at  
Spine and Disc Center

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Their future is carved in 
stone! 

Green-Wood Cemetery 
turned a 19th-century mauso-
leum into a classroom for 10 
budding stonemasons, who 
labored for nearly three 
months repairing the more 
than 100-year-old crypt as 
part of a free training pro-
gram to prepare students 
for the rigors of restoring 
historic structures to their 
former glory, according to 
the graveyard’s restoration 
chief. 

“It required the finest 
kind of work,” said Neela 
Wickremesinghe, manager 
of restoration and preserva-
tion at Green-Wood Ceme-
tery, who pulled double duty 
heading up the training pro-
gram. “They were new to it 
and expected to do incredi-
bly high-quality work, and 
they did.” 

During a 10-week training 
course, students renovated 
the Miller Mausoleum, one 
of 700 above-ground tombs 
in Green-Wood, and the sin-
gle largest marble mausoleum 
in the cemetery.

The stonemasons-in-

Carving out a niche
Stonemasons learn trade at Green-Wood

training — nine men and 
one woman — used various 
powered and traditional tools 
to chisel out what remained 
of the 1870-built crypt’s rot-
ted joints, before filling in 
the space between the mar-
ble blocks with new mortar, 
while taking care to avoid 
damaging any of the his-
toric stonework, Wickrem-
esinghe said.

“Being careful and taking 
your time is really important 
in this line of work,” Wick-
remesinghe said.

All students passed the 
hands-on course with flying 
colors, making them eligible 
for standard construction jobs 
along with lucrative gigs re-
storing historic buildings — 
a specialty for which experts 
are in demand, according to 
Wickremesinghe.

“There’s a need for new 
professionals in the field,” she 
said. “They were able to gain 
a lot of knowledge and cer-
tifications that makes them 
very hirable.” 

But the job is about more 
than a paycheck, according to 
one of Green-Wood’s grad-
uates, who said it just felt 
good to do work that others 
would appreciate. 

“It’s a very rewarding feel-
ing to bring back a historic 
mausoleum,” said Browns-
ville native Reuben Stewart. 
“It has a lot of value to the 
family, but also the public. 
People come by and see it 
every day.”

(Top) Green-Wood celebrated the gradation of its 
inaugural class of stonemasons on May 24. (Above) 
Green-Wood’s budding stonemasons labored to 
restore the Miller Mausoleum over 10 weeks.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

This dinner was served to 
those who serve. 

 A Downtown organiza-
tion that provides Arab im-
migrants and refugees with 
support services  hosted a Ra-
madan dinner at its Court 
Street headquarters on May 
24 to honor the people, vol-
unteers, and organizations 
making a difference in their 
community. 

“We’re celebrating the do-
ers — the ones that see a need 
and help out and show com-
passion,” said the executive 
director of the  Arab-Ameri-
can Family Support Center , 
Rawaa Nancy Albilal. 

Honoring those who help
The iftar — the evening 

meal at which Muslims break 
their day-long fast at sunset 
during Ramadan — celebrated 
the organization’s own volun-
teers, along with those from 
New York Cares and Kids for 
a Better Future, who all serve 
more than 6,000 people annu-
ally through language, health, 
and literacy classes, plus their 
counseling and legal services, 
among others. 

Rabbi Marcelle Hohl and 
Father Joseph Nugent also 
gave interfaith blessings, 
which Albilal said under-
scored both the spirit of Ra-
madan and importance of 
bringing people of different 
faiths together. 

A refugee family from Iraq enjoyed their meal with 
the Arab-American Family Support Center’s direc-
tor of community outreach, Ahmed Alfaraji, and 
executive director, far right, Rawaa Nancy Albilal at 
the May 24 iftar.
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ORGANIC

Organic
Strawberries

$$399399
ea.ea.

EBT

Cello Carrots

1 lb. Bags1 lb. Bags55forfor

$$199199

5/30 7AM -6/04 7PM
SALE STARTS 31 0130 02 03 04

GREAT DEAL!

Extra Large
Eggs 9999¢¢

doz.doz.

SPECIAL!

K D

Pistachios
$$599599

lb.lb.

ORGANIC

Oriental Yams $$149149
lb.lb.

Red Seedless Grapes

¢¢7979lb.lb.

Eggplants

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Hass Avocados

55forfor

$$55

Onions

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$339339
Red Delicious

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Escarole & Chicory
¢¢6969lb.lb.

Bananas

¢¢4949lb.lb.

Loaf Cakes

$$44forfor22
D

$$299299
1 li.1 li.

$$199199
33.8 oz.33.8 oz.

Low-Fat Yogurt
$$149149

32 oz.32 oz.

D

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

N
ot too long ago, a guard 
scolded Victoria John-
son for poking in the 

planters in front of Rocke-
feller Center. But the histo-
rian wasn’t doing anything 
wrong. She had simply come 
to pay her respects to the man 
whose name is on a plaque 
there — the man perhaps most 
responsible for making New 
York City the world capital 
it is today.

David Hosack.
Um … who?
David Hosack, the bota-

nist-doctor-friend of the fa-
mous, friend of the poor, born 

just before the American Rev-
olution, whose love of plants 
and people made him one of 
the most trusted, beloved dy-
namos of his day.

How trusted? At a duel, 
each man is allowed to chose 
a doctor to accompany him. 
At the most famous duel in 
American history —  Alexan-
der Hamilton vs. Aaron Burr, 
1804 — both men chose Ho-
sack.

Though most of us have 
never heard of the guy, John-
son is giving him his due. The 
Hunter College Professor of 
Urban Policy and Planning 

spent eight years researching, 
“American Eden: David Ho-
sack, Botany, And Medicine 
in the Garden of the Early Re-
public.” It opens with a scene 
of despair: “September 1797. 
The boy would be dead be-

fore dawn.” We’re in the death 
chamber of a good-looking 
15-year-old New York kid dy-
ing of fever. But instead of 
treating him with cold cloths, 
as most doctors did back then, 
Hosack, age 28 and newly re-

David Hosack: NYC’s founding father
turned from a European edu-
cation in the power of plants, 
did the opposite. He placed 
the boy in a steaming hot bath 
and mixed in a powder made 
from Peruvian tree bark. Years 
later this bark would be dis-
covered to contain quinine, 
the cure for malaria. 

Into the bath Hosack also 
poured several bottles of al-
cohol to “stimulate the cir-
culation.” And, seemingly 
for good measure, he added 
smelling salts. All through the 
night, he steeped the boy in 
bath after botanical bath. 

It worked. 
The boy was Philip Ham-

ilton, Alexander’s son. That’s 
when Alexander became a 
lifelong friend and fan of 
Hosack. It’s also when Ho-
sack decided it was time to 
start trying to discover more 
cures from more plants. 

And so he proposed creating 
a giant garden filled with spec-
imens from the four corners 
of the earth: banana and tam-
arind and ginko trees, flowers 
from Tahiti, grains from near 
and far, and plants whose me-
dicinal qualities were already 
known, including chamomile, 
ginseng, and poppies. 

Of course he’d need a 
greenhouse, and gardeners, 
and explorers to collect plants. 
And money!

His plans were mocked by 
many, but eventually Hosack 
made his dream come true. 
His garden stretched from 
the equivalent of 47th to 
51st streets, from Fifth Ave-
nue to Sixth — the footprint 
of today’s Rockefeller Center, 
though back then it was basi-
cally wilderness. He called it 
the Elgin Botanic Garden, af-
ter the Scottish town his fa-
ther came from.

For our young country to 
succeed, Hosack understood, 
our people had to be healthy. 
And yet, all around him they 
were dying of smallpox, ty-
phus, and yellow fever. 

“If the United States didn’t 
begin to grow and test plants 
from around the world, Amer-
ican medicine was doomed 
to chronic chaos,” Johnson 

writes. And so Hosack’s gar-
den was less a park than the 
equivalent of today’s National 
Institutes of Health, the Food 
and Drug Administration, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and cutting edge gene-editing 
labs, combined. Even Thomas 
Jefferson sent him seeds.

Here, an entire generation 
of scientists learned how to 
study plants and conduct ex-
periments, thanks to Husock. 
One of the med students he 
mentored was the grand-
father of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt.

But it wasn’t enough to 
simply further science. Ho-
sack had a vision for the fu-
ture like almost no other. And 
so he founded or helped found 
many of the institutions that 
would make New York Amer-
ica’s premier city (a distinc-
tion, believe it or not, that Phil-
adelphia held at that time)! 
These included our first mu-
seum of natural history, our 
first art museum, our first 
public schools — even one 
for the deaf. He was a founder 
of Bellevue Hospital and a 
pharmacy for the poor. He 
served as a president of the 
New York Historical Society. 
He started a hospital of ob-
stetrics. When Alexis de Toc-
queville came calling, Hosack 
shared his research on the na-
tion’s prison system.

In his day, the man was a 
stone-cold celebrity. Why is 
he nearly forgotten? 

“I think we really like our 
heroes to stand alone — to dis-
cover the cure for cancer, or 
invent the steam locomotive,” 
says Johnson. “Hosack was 
something else, an institution 
builder, building the civic in-
stitutions that make a city and 
a nation great.”

Clearly the man deserves 
more than a hard-to-get-to 
plaque. But at least he’s got 
one in the heart of a city he 
made great, atop the garden 
he made grow. 

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow, and 
founder of Free-Range 
Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552
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Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% 
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Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

36-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Homeowners living in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens and 
Boerum Hill will be open-
ing their doors to sightseers 
this weekend, giving archi-
tecture and home décor nerds 
an inside look at Brooklyn 
antiquity, according to one 
organizer. 

“You’ll have an opportu-
nity to actually talk to some-
body about the choices they 
made with their space,” said 
Howard Kolins, president of 
the Boerum Hill Association. 
“I’m always very impressed 
by what people do — and 
what they don’t do — with 
their homes.”

The Boerum Hill house 
tour kicks off Saturday, and 
features a mix of new and 
old properties, including a 
few recently opened town-
houses chosen as much to 
attract native looky-loos as 
out-of-towners, according 
to Kolins. 

“We’re looking to show-
case one or two places where 
people have seen construc-
tion and say ‘Gee, I wonder 
what’s in there,’ ” the civic 
guru said. 

The Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens tour, meanwhile, is slated 
for Sunday, and includes six 
homes and two apartments, 
including two freestanding 
houses located within the ritzy 
Lefferts Manor Historic Dis-
trict, an eight-block stretch 
of well-preserved low rises 
dating back to the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, which are 
governed by a single-family 
covenant that forbids any of 
its 600 properties from being 
sliced up into condos.

But the tour isn’t com-
pletely dominated by the pres-
tigious historic area, accord-
ing to one longtime organizer, 
who says visitors will get a 
little taste of everything the 
neighborhood has to offer.

“We’re concerned that it 
not just be a tour of Lefferts 
Manor, the most expensive 
historic neighborhood — we 
try to make it a tour of the en-
tire neighborhood,” said Rob-
ert Marvin, a member of the 

Get the inside view
House tours in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, Boerum Hill

ing to Marvin.
“Now, with hyper gentrifi-

cation, it’s the opposite prob-
lem,” he said. “It’s come full 
circle.” 

On the other side of Pros-
pect Park, Boerum Hill-
ers hosted their first house 
tour in 1974, less as a way to 
keep whites from fleeing and 
more as a way to attract mid-
dle-class buyers to what was 
then a crime-ridden corner of 
Brooklyn, which had only re-
cently changed its name from 
Northern Gowanus, accord-
ing to Kolins. 

“The neighborhoods, from 
parts of Brooklyn Heights all 
the way to Park Slope, were 
kind of sketchy,” said Kolins. 
“Crime was high and the city 
was poor. Many people wanted 
to show off their homes and 
advertise the neighborhood 
at the same time.”

These days, neither neigh-
borhood requires much of an 
introduction, and the events 
continue mostly as fund-rais-
ers for the respective neigh-
borhood associations that or-
ganize them, Marvin said.

“We don’t have to publicize 
the neighborhood so much any 
more,” he said. “People know 
we exist.”

And, largely due to the dif-
ficulty in organizing the ex-
cursions and in finding vol-
unteers to open their homes 
to the public, house tours in 
Brooklyn are slowly dying 
out. The Boerum Hill tour has 
gone from an annual to a bien-
nial affair, while other events, 
such as the Brooklyn Heights 
tour, have ceased altogether 
or become one-off events, ac-
cording to Marvin.

“It’s become harder and 
harder over the years to 
find people willing to put 
their houses on tour,” said 
the homeowner. “It’s really 
easy to find people who say 
‘next year.’ ”

Tickets for the Boerum 
Hill tour can be purchased 
online at www.boerumhil-
lassociation.org. $25, $20 
in advance. Tour begins at 
Belarusian Church, 401 At-
lantic Ave. between Bond 
and Nevins streets. June 2, 
1 pm.

Tickets for the Prospect 
Lefferts Garden Tour can 
be purchased online at lef-
fortsmanor.org. Tour be-
gins at IX Cafe, 43 Lincoln 
Rd. between Ocean and 
Flatbush avenues. $30, $25 
in advance. June 3, noon.

Lefferts Manor Association, 
who has also volunteered to 
show off his home on Mid-
wood Street this year. 

The Prospect Lefferts Gar-
den tour, which celebrated its 
grand debut in 1969, was con-
ceived as a means of integrating 
communities during a period 
of white flight, when many ho-
meowners fled the area on the 
advice of unscrupulous real es-
tate brokers who warned that 
middle-class black families 
resettling the neighborhood 
would devastate their prop-
erty values, according to one 
longtime organizer. 

“It started when there was 
a lot of blockbusting in the 
neighborhood,” said Marvin. 
“The original goal [of the tour] 
was to make the neighborhood 
attractive to all races.”

Of course, the effort seems 
somewhat ironic in retrospect, 
and white flight these days 
is about the last thing that 
would bother homeowners 
in the increasingly bogie 
slice of Brooklyn, accord-
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(Top) Prospect Lefferts Gardens resident Robert 
Marvin is throwing open the doors to his beautiful 
Midwood Street row house for sightseers as part 
of a series of house tours on June 3. (Above) The 
owner of this newly opened Pacific Street will invite 
locals to take a look around as part of the Boerum 
Hill House Tour on June 2.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

They fired away! 
Fort Hamilton Army Base 

hosted its annual Salute to 
Ships of Fleet Week on May 
23 to kick off the weeklong 
celebration of  sailors, Ma-
rines, and Coast Guardsmen . 
The annual event includes an 
11-gun salute to welcome the 
ship leading the fleet arriving 
in New York Harbor, accord-
ing to the army base’s public 
affairs officer. 

“Every year we welcome 
the fleet by doing a salute to 
a ship that the Navy desig-
nates,” said Catherine San-
topietro. 

This year, the men and 
women of the Veterans Corps 
of Artillery of the State of 
New York — a militia orga-
nization founded by George 

Fort Ham hosts Fleet Week salute

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This Coney thrill ride 
keeps it under the limit.

Adrenaline junkies who 
scored seats on the inaugu-
ral ride of Luna Park’s new 
Astro Tower amusement on 
May 25 walked away with 
their need for speed left un-
fulfilled, according to one 
thrill seeker, who complained 
that the ride’s top speed of 
21 miles per hour left much 
to be desired.

“It was a little slow,” said 
Bensonhurst’s John Fru-
ente.

At 21 miles per hour, the 
new drop-tower-style ride 
is practically street legal, 
not even topping the city’s 
blanket 25-miles-per-hour 
speed limit that Mayor De 
Blasio set in 2014.

But the ride was meant to 
straddle the roles of obser-
vation deck and thrill ride, 
according to the amusement 
park’s big kahuna, who de-
scribed views from the peak 

Delayed descent
New thrill ride stays under speed limit

Reporter Colin Mixson 
jots down notes as the 
Astro Tower begins its 
slow ascent up to 137-
feet.
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At 137-feet tall, the new Astro Tower is just shorter 
than the 150-foot-tall Wonder Wheel, but riders 
agreed it offered a sweet view of Coney Island.
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of the rotating Astro Tower’s 
137-foot apex as the best in 
town.

“It’s first in the world, 
the perfect balance between 
thrills and the best view of 
Coney Island you can have 
from the beach,” said All-
esandro Zamperla, presi-

dent of Central Amusement 
International, which manages 
Luna Park.

The amusement district’s 
iconic Wonder Wheel, at 150-
feet tall, remains the tallest 
attraction in town, but the 
views are still pretty sweet 
from atop the Astro Tower, 
according to one rider.

“It had beautiful views, 
and a nice breeze,” said Mark 
Willnauer, a Long Island res-
ident who won a contest to 
be among the ride’s first pas-
sengers.

The ride was purpose-built 
for Coney Island by Zamperla 
Amusement Rides in Italy, and 
was shipped to New York in 
one massive piece, according 
to Luna Park spokeswoman 
Adriana Ball.

The ride takes its name 
from former amusement park 
Astroland’s Astrotower, which 
graced the Coney skyline un-
til 2013, when it was disman-
tled after it started swaying 
over Luna Park, forcing pa-
trons to evacuate.

The Astro Tower will be 
joined by the kid friendly 
Cosmo Jet and Coney Clipper 
pendulum rides later this sum-

mer, and follows the Thunder-
bolt roller coaster that opened 
in 2014, and 2016’s Endeavor 
spinning ride.

Washington’s artillerymen at 
the end of the Revolutionary 
War to prevent another British 
invasion of the city — fired 
off the canons to welcome the 
USS Arlington ship, accord-
ing to the commandant.

“It’s pretty loud, but any-
one close to it has ear protec-
tion,” said Col. Ray Mech-
mann.

The loud noise scared one 
youngster, according to his 
mother, who’s stationed at 
Fort Hamilton and brought 
her little one to the event for 
the first time this year. 

“[The canon] startled him 
at first, but he was fine,” said 
Fire Controlman First Class 
Evelyn Ozuna of her 2-year-
old son, Julian. 

More than 1,300 students 
from schools around the bor-
ough took in the spectacle.

The Veterans Corps of Artillery State of NY fires an 11-gun salute for the USS 
Arlington on May 23 as part of Fort Hamilton’s Salute to Ships of Fleet Week.
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How is your child getting  
to school in September?

Wouldn’t you feel safer knowing your 
child has door-to-door service?

NY SCHOOL BUS CO.
718-209-5555

Available from

DUMBO BROOKLYN ONLY
to

IS 289 MARK TWAIN JHS

$2,500      $250PER 
YEAR

PER 
MONTH
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)




