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Your World  — Your News

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A garbage-truck driver behind the 
wheel without the proper license.

An initial investigation that deter-
mined the driver failed to yield to a cy-
clist, running him over and killing him 
before fleeing the scene.

A crash-reconstruction expert who 
believed the driver, had he been paying 
attention, would have seen the cyclist 
from at least 10 feet away.

Investigators taking the driver’s and 
passenger’s word that they didn’t feel 
the impact of the collision , and issuing 
a small fine as punishment.

Newly obtained documents related 
to the death of 27-year-old cyclist Nef-
taly Ramirez — whom Action Carting 
driver Jose Nunez fatally crashed into 
in Greenpoint around 12:25 am on July 
22, 2017 — suggest many questions re-
main from that night, according to the 
Ramirez family’s lawyer, who is tak-
ing the driver and the  notoriously neg-
ligent  private carting company to civil 
court next month after District Attor-
ney Eric Gonzalez decided not to pros-
ecute Nunez earlier this year.

“When you put the pieces of the puz-
zle together, you get a picture of what 
really went on,” said Michael Kremins. 
“If it weren’t for negligence of the driver, 
Neftaly would still be alive today.”

The night of the deadly collision, 
officers at the scene blamed the then-
unknown driver for failing to yield to 
Ramirez when he made a right turn from 
Franklin Street onto Noble Street and 
ran his big-rig over him, according to the 
272-page dossier The Brooklyn Paper 
obtained from Gonzalez’s office via a 
Freedom of Information Law request.

“Preliminary fault: operator. Cause: 
Failure to yield right of way,” cops wrote 

THE RAMIREZ FILES
Garbage-truck driver should have seen cyclist, DA’s documents show

in their crash-investigation report.
But weeks later, authorities broke from 

their initial findings, claiming in August 
that Nunez — who had been arrested 
three times in the past and was only in-
terviewed once by phone — actually had 
no idea he plowed into Ramirez while 
making the turn, making it impossible 
to convict him of a crime because he 

had no idea he committed it.
“If someone hits someone and it’s 

a big gigantic garbage truck and they 
don’t know they hit him, you can’t charge 
someone with a crime,” Lieutenant John 
Grimpel said  at the time .

It is not clear if drivers of large trucks 
can feel the force of a collision with a 
cyclist or even notice when a body is 
run over by the vehicle’s tires, as this 
newspaper could not find an example 
of a study done on such occurrences 
by press time, but bicycling advocates 
claim truckers have been playing the “I 
didn’t feel it” card for years.

“Unfortunately what I have found is 
that the drivers of large heavy trucks use 

that as an excuse to be held to a lower 
standard of conduct,” said Steve Vac-
caro, a lawyer at the Manhattan-based 
firm Vaccaro and White, which repre-
sents accident victims including cyclists. 
“No studies can point to what someone 
should or should not have heard, and there 
may be factors, such as whether the bike 
was also run over or dragged.”

Still, police took the driver’s and his 
helper’s word as gospel and, on Aug. 3, 
just 12 days after the crash, an investi-
gator’s notes on the incident hinted that 
officials would let Nunez walk.

“I informed [the Ramirez family] that 
the Kings County District Attorney’s 
office is looking to not file any crimi-
nal charges against the driver involved 
in this collision,” Det. Clive Thomas 
wrote in his notes.

But the Ramirez family pushed Gon-
zalez to take another look at the hit-and-
run case during an Aug. 17 meeting, so 
prosecutors continued their probe until 
 January , when the district attorney said 
there was not enough evidence to con-
vict Nunez —  even after investigators 
learned he was behind the wheel with-
out the proper license  when he failed 
to yield to Ramirez, the latter itself  a 
misdemeanor .

Months after Gonzalez declined to 
prosecute Nunez, however, his office 
 charged another driver with reckless 
manslaughter after she hit and killed 
two children crossing a Park Slope 
street , arguing that the motorist knew 

BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

PLUS: POL WANTS TO 
SEND BAD DRIVERS 
BACK TO SCHOOL

SEE PAGE 13

INSIDE: FATE OF PIZZA DELIVERY MAN ROILS BAY RIDGE  PAGE 3

Cleaning up
Stavroula Psonis and her pup Calypso took third place for their cos-
tumes as Jane Jetson and robot housekeeper Rosie in the annual 
Pet Costume Contest in Coney Island, where two- and four-legged 
participants also go to ride the famous Wonder Wheel. Read more 
about these hot dogs on page 6.
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A lawyer representing the family of deceased cyclist Neftaly Ramirez, 
who an Action Carting garbage-truck driver hit and killed last July, 
claims new documents received by this newspaper suggest there are 
still unanswered questions from that fatal night.
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See CRASH  on page 12

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

He kushed out.
President Donald Trump’s son-

in-law and senior advisor Jared 
Kushner unloaded his stakes in 
two yuge Brooklyn developments 
— the old Watchtower complex 
in Brooklyn Heights, which is be-
ing transformed into a high-end 
office complex, and a ground-up 
luxury tower in nearby Dumbo — 
according to a rep for the firm that 
bought him out.

“We confirm that Kushner Com-
panies and its affiliates divested all 
of their interests in the projects lo-
cated at 25–30 Columbia Heights 
and 85–95 Jay Street in Brook-
lyn last month,” said Bill Mendel, 
a rep for CIM Group, which to-
gether with Kushner’s family firm 
and developer Livwrk purchased 
both properties from the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in 2016. 

Jared Kushner sells out
Family company unloads stakes in old Witnesses properties

Kushner Companies sold its stake in the old Watchtower complex, which its new owners 
are transforming into a swanky office space called Panorama.
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Kushner stepped down as the 
chief executive of his family’s 
Kushner Companies last Janu-
ary — after his wife’s father was 
sworn in as Commander-in-Chief 

— and handed over operations to 
his father Charles, but reportedly 
held on to his personal stakes in 
assets including the  Jay Street 
property  and the Witnesses’ old 
headquarters.

And months after he abdicated 
his perch atop his family firm, 
 Kushner Companies, Livwrk, 
and CIM Group rebranded their 
ownership collective as Colum-
bia Heights Associates , which a 
rep at the time said was not an 
attempt to distance the Kushner 
name from the Dumbo and Watch-
tower developments, the latter of 
which the owners rechristened as 
 Panorama  when they debuted their 
own new moniker.

Now, CIM Group and Livwrk 
will develop the projects on their 
own, according to Mendel, who 
said the Kushner family firm, 
which reportedly only held a 
2.5-percent stake in each proj-

ect, wants to concentrate on its 
larger developments.

“The partners agreed to mon-
etize Kushner Companies’s small 
minority interests as it focuses its 
attention and resources on projects 
where it holds substantial owner-
ship interests,” he said. 

A Kushner Companies spokes-
woman declined to comment on 
why it sold its shares in the de-
velopments or how much cash it 
raked in — some of which likely 
went right into the first son-in-
law’s pockets because of the  per-
sonal stakes he kept in them after 
stepping down .

The family firm’s payday, how-
ever, could have been around $17 
million, according to the New York 
Post’s initial  report  about the sale 
of its stakes in the properties — 
a modest sum compared to the 
$345 million and $340 million 
that the Columbia Heights As-

sociates triumvirate paid for the 
Jay Street and Watchtower sites 
respectively.  

Kushner Companies and an-
other partner also  recently sold 
a massive lot on Third Street in 
Gowanus , within the  part of the 
neighborhood officials want to re-

zone  to make way for more resi-
dential and other developments, 
 after the local Councilman Brad 
Lander publicly promised he would 
refuse to back any such zoning 
initiative if it helped the family 
turn a profit . 

But the Kushner family hasn’t 

abandoned the Borough of Kings 
altogether — it still owns two 
Brooklyn Heights apartments at 
Sidney Place and Hicks Street, 
where  tenants last year sued the 
company for allegedly skirting 
rent-stabilization laws .

Jared Kushner.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a stress-free of-
fice!

The owner of a Clinton Hill 
spa wants locals to go from the 
treatment room to the conference 
room — without stepping foot off 
the premises. 

Park Avenue’s Body by Brook-
lyn recently debuted a new co-
working space where patrons 
who shell out hundreds of bucks 
a month can reserve a desk steps 
from its massage tables, allow-
ing them to quickly release ten-
sion in between conference calls, 
according to its owner.

“Work is one of the most stress-
ful parts of our lives, so we wanted 
to create an environment that al-
lows people to focus on what they 

need to get done, while taking 
away the noise, pressure, and 
toxicity that often plagues tra-
ditional work environments,” said 
Mira Goldin.

Tense Clinton Hillers have 
f locked to the spa for facials, 
massages, and such soothing 
amenities as a thermal hot tub, 
arctic plunge pool, Swedish and 
Russian river-rock saunas, and 
a Turkish steam room since it 
opened in 2007.

And now, locals who want to 
take care of business while they 
rejuvenate can shell out $225 a 
month to reserve a work station 
inside a moisture-free room, 
furnished with desks, bean-bag 
chairs, and a fireplace, that a spa 
rep said is completely separated 
from the other facilities in or-

der to avoid any technical dif-
ficulties.

“Dropping a computer in the 
hot tub would be terrible,” said 
Chelsea O’Donnell.

The fee grants access to the 
space at all times, except for when 
the spa is closed on Tuesdays, 
and comes with free use of the 
hot tub, plunge pool, saunas, and 
steam room. Facial, massage, and 
other treatments cost extra, how-
ever, as do the drinks and snacks 
available on site.      

Goldin decided to expand 
Body by Brooklyn’s offerings 
after watching patrons come for 
treatments and stick around to 
send an e-mail or two, accord-
ing to O’Donnell.

“A lot of people come for facials 
and spend several hours here,” 

she said. “We noticed more and 
more people actually bringing 
laptops to do some work, and 
then putting them away to uti-
lize the spa.”

And although Kings County 
already boasts dozens of  unique  
 co-working spaces , none will al-
low patrons to leave as relaxed 
after a long day as hers, Gol-
din said.

“Ours is the only one that lets 
people step away from the day-
to-day and enjoy a full spa ex-
perience to recharge their batter-
ies, and rejuvenate their minds,” 
she said.

Locals interested in applying 
for a desk at Body by Brooklyn’s 
co-working space can do so at 
 www.bodybybrooklyn.com .

Good touching in the workplace
Clinton Hill spa’s co-working space lets the plugged-in unplug

Locals who pay for desk space at the new co-working space inside Clinton Hill spa Body by 
Brooklyn can pull out their laptops after a sweat in the sauna.
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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Now there’s a faster way to treat strokes: 
Take the hospital to the patient.

The Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit is now in Brooklyn. 

It’s a stroke treatment center—complete with a CT scanner and access to a neurologist 
from Weill Cornell Medicine—that can travel straight to the patient, saving them 
precious time and precious brain cells. If you suspect someone’s having a stroke, call 911.

Learn more about the MSTU at nyp.org/mstu

Join Your Local Merchants for  
Live Music, Food, Rides, Art, Crafts, 

Antiques, Classic Cars and More

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a special delivery of bit-
tersweet relief.

An undocumented immi-
grant with an active arrest 
warrant who Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
officers  detained while he de-
livered pizza to Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on June 1  cannot 
be deported to his native Ecua-
dor before a court hearing on 
July 20, a federal judge ruled 
on Saturday.

Councilman Justin Bran-
nan (D–Bay Ridge), whose dis-
trict includes the Army base, 
called the ruling a temporary 
victory for Pablo Villavicen-
cio-Calderon and his family, 
but said Calderon should be re-
leased from federal detention 
to his wife and two children, 
all of whom are citizens, un-
til the July hearing. 

“We’d love to reunite him 
with his family until the 20th of 
July,” Brannan said this week 
while  appearing on Brooklyn 
Paper Radio .

Villavicencio-Calderon is 
currently being held at a cor-
rectional facility in New Jer-
sey, according to the federal 
agency’s online detainee-loca-
tor system. He, his wife, and 
kids live on Long Island, the 
New York Times  reported . 

His lawyers on June 9 
filed an emergency petition 

Father left in limbo
Judge postpones deportation, but man can’t see family

Councilman Justin Brannan, left, and Borough Pres-
ident Adams, right, flanked Pablo Villavicencio Cal-
deron’s wife Sandra Chico, center, at a June 6 rally 
where she called for his release from the federal im-
migration agency.
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to postpone his deportation, 
and Justice Alison Nathan of 
New York’s Federal District 
Court temporarily granted a 
postponement that day, ruling 
that the Feds must file docu-
ments before the July 20 hear-
ing explaining why the court 
should not further extend his 
deportation beyond that date, 
the Times  reported .

The delivery man’s lawyers 

also filed a separate federal law-
suit, charging their client was 
a victim of racial profiling at 
the Army base and that offi-
cials violated his constitutional 
rights in detaining him, accord-
ing to the Times.

A spokeswoman for the fed-
eral immigration agency said 
it did not have a comment on 
the court’s decision. 

The Feds detained Villavi-

cencio-Calderon while he made 
a delivery from his employer, 
Queens eatery Nonna Delia’s, 
to the Army base, because he 
lacked the proper  military iden-
tification  required for entry, 
according to a Fort Hamilton  
spokeswoman, who claimed the 
delivery man signed a waiver 
authorizing a background check 
in order to get a day pass grant-
ing him access. 

Personnel running the back-
ground check discovered Vil-
lavicencio-Calderon’s active 
warrant from the immigra-
tion agency —  which does 
not issue warrants for crimi-
nal charges  — prompting them 
to turn him over to the Feds as 
required by protocol, the base’s 
spokeswoman said.

But the delivery man later 
claimed he never signed the 
waiver granting the background 
check, the New York Post  re-
ported . And Villavicencio-Cal-
deron’s wife claimed he showed 
the same city-issued ID NYC 
card he used to enter the base 
for previous deliveries, saying 
he lacked a driver’s license — 
which she called a “mistake” — 
and that he applied for a green 
card in February.

By press time, the base’s 
spokeswoman did not reply to 
a request for the waiver, a re-
quest for comment on the June 
9 ruling, or a request for infor-
mation on what guards were on 

ON THE RADIO:

Pol: This is bigger than politics

See BASE  on page 11

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Human rights should have 
no party affiliation.

That summed up Council-
man Justin Brannan’s stand 
on the fate of pizza delivery 
man Pablo Villavicencio-Cal-
deron, who federal officials 
locked up and are threatening 
to deport after Fort Hamilton 
Army Base personnel did a 
background check on him and 

found out he was ordered to 
leave the country on his own 
earlier this decade.

Speaking on the latest edi-
tion of Brooklyn Paper Radio, 
Brannan said the lines being 
drawn — Republicans Dan 
Donovan and Marty Golden 
claim the Army workers were 
just doing their jobs by hold-
ing Villavicencio-Calderon, 
and comments posted on our 
story previewing the show fell 
along party lines — are the re-

sult of a commander-in-chief 
who has normalized the “us 
vs. them” agenda.

“To me this isn’t a Demo-
crat or Republican issue. It’s 
about a guy who was mis-
treated when he came into 
my district, and I want to do 
the right thing here and get 
him the help he deserves,” 
Brannan said. 

A federal judge recently 
postponed the deportation 
of Villavicencio-Calderon, 

an undocumented immigrant 
delivering food for a restau-
rant in Queens — the latter 
being a point of contention 
for our editor.

“So why is Fort Hamilton 
ordering pizza from Queens?” 
DiMiceli asked the council-
man. 

To find out, you’ll have to 
tune in.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
on Tuesday afternoons.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A nogoodnik punched a 
teen in the face and swiped 
his phone and cash on Wil-
loughby Street on June 8, po-
lice said. 

The 19-year-old told cops 
he was walking near Jay Street 
around 8 pm when the male-
factor punched him in the 
face, cutting his eyebrow. The 
jerk then grabbed his Sam-
sung Galaxy phone and $100, 
then fled, cops said.

On the prowl 
Some crook swiped a guy’s 

money while he was making 
a delivery on Willow Place on 
June 9, cops said.

The 20-year-old victim 
told police he was near State 
Street around 10:30 pm when 
the snake wearing a bandana 
over his face came up to him 
with a sharp object and said 
“Shut up and give me your 
money” while behind his left 
shoulder. 

The villain reached into the 
victim’s pockets and grabbed 
$60, before punching him in 
the head and fleeing on Jo-

Miscreant punches and robs teenager
ralemon Street, according to 
a report. 

Leaf her alone! 
Police arrested a woman 

who they said smacked an-
other woman with a rake and 
bit her on Nassau Street on 
June 10. 

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops she saw the sus-
pect smoking a cigar near 
Navy Street around 9:40 am 
when she asked if she could 
share a smoke.

But the suspect refused, 
picked up a rake, and whacked 
the victim with it across the 
body, and then bit her on her 
right hand, according to of-
ficials. 

Shopping spree 
Cops cuffed a woman for 

swiping merchandise from a 
Fulton Street store on June 
4.

The suspect ran out of the 
store near Hoyt Street around 
5:30 pm with Michael Kors 
handbags and wallets worth 
an estimated $1,284, accord-
ing to police. 

Subway sneak 
Some baddie swiped a 

guy’s bag inside a Willoughby 
Street subway station on June 
7, cops said. 

The victim told police 
he put his bag down inside 
the station near Jay Street to 
buy a MetroCard when some 
good-for-nothing stole his 
Louis Vuitton bag with his 

laptop inside it. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Walking rage 
A goon socked a guy in 

the face on Navy Street on 
June 6, police said. 

The 69-year-old victim told 
cops he was walking to his car 
parked under an expressway 
near Park Avenue around 3:30 
pm when the villain passed 
him, and then turned around 
and punched him on the left 
side of his face. 

The victim asked “why did 
you hit me?” and the goon 
said “you wanna fight me, I 
don’t like you,” according to 
authorities.  

Pen is mightier 
Cops cuffed a guy for try-

ing to attack someone with 
a pen inside a Clermont Av-
enue apartment on June 6, 
cops said. 

The 31-year-old victim told 
police the suspect charged at 
him with the writing utensil 
and said he would kill him in-
side the apartment near Van-
derbilt Avenue around 1:30 
am. Another roommate in-

side the apartment snatched 
the pen from the suspect, au-
thorities said.

Watch out! 
Some sneak stole a guy’s 

watch and electronics from his 
Cambridge Place apartment 
on June 4, police said. 

The 27-year-old victim told 
cops he left his apartment near 
Gates Avenue around noon be-
cause of construction inside 
the building, and when he got 
back about four hours later, 
he noticed his Omega watch, 
Playstation, and Apple tele-
vision were gone. The victim 
said he left his doors unlocked 
because of the construction, 
according to authorities.  

Bad parking 
A good-for-nothing 

smashed the window of a 
guy’s car parked on Wil-
loughby Avenue on June 
10, and stole his watch and 
electronics from inside, of-
ficials said.

The 27-year-old victim told 
police he left his car near Clas-
son Avenue around 3 am, and 
when he returned to it later 
that morning, he noticed 
some punk shattered the 

rear passenger-side window 
and swiped his Michael Kors 
watch, cellphone, and bank 
card, according to authorities. 
 — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Civic slasher
Some goons slashed a tire 

on a man’s car he parked along 
Eighth Avenue on May 27.

The victim told police he 
left his 2013 Honda Civic be-
tween Fourth and Fifth streets 
at noon, and returned at 7 pm 
to find his front right tire de-
flated, and with a brand-new 
hole in it. 

Cops failed to catch the tire 
slasher, and closed the case, 
according to police.

Tough break
Cops busted an 18-year-old 

woman for damaging property 
at a Ninth Street foster-care 
provider on May 28.

A witness told police she 
spotted the suspect, who re-
sides at the location between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, rip-
ping wires out of a wall at 
4:53 pm.

Officers arrested the sus-
pect later that day, and charged 
her with criminal mischief, in 
addition to marijuana posses-
sion after finding her with a 
joint, authorities said.

What a drag
A thief made off with the 

back tire of a man’s bike 
parked on Garfield Place on 
May 25.

The victim told police he 
locked his bike up between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 
11 pm, and returned a few 
days later to find his rear tire 
was stolen.

Cops have since closed 
the case. 

Bike bandit
A thief stole a man’s pricey 

bicycle he parked on Eighth 
Street on May 26.

The victim told authori-
ties he left his Vilano Piv-
erse bike locked to a signpost 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues at noon, and returned at 
11 pm to find his two-wheeler 
stolen.

Officers have since closed 
the case. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Missing wheels
A good-for-nothing stole a 

man’s bike on Butler Street 
sometime between June 6 
and 9. 

The victim said he left his 
two-wheeler between Bond 
and Nevins streets at 5 pm 
on June 6, and when he re-
turned three days later at 6 
pm, he realized someone had 
taken his ride. 

The bike was locked, ac-
cording to the victim.

Gin grab
A punk stole booze from 

a liquor store on Court Street 
on June 8.

The victim said someone 
entered the store between 
Huntington and Ninth streets 
between 5:50 and 6 pm and 
took a bottle of gin, putting 
it in his jacket.

Police said there is video 
footage of the incident, but no 
arrests have been made.  

— Adam Lucente

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

No place to play 
A pair of brutes put a man 

in a choke hold, threatened 
him with a pocket knife, 
and stole $170 worth of his 
property at a 59th Street play-
ground on June 4. 

The assault and theft oc-
curred at the playground 
at Fourth Avenue around 
11:30 pm, when the louts ap-
proached two men and said 
“this is my park” before as-
saulting the victim and steal-
ing his pocketknife, which 
they threatened him with, 
police said. They then fled 
in an unknown direction, ac-
cording to a report.

Car chase 
A lowlife stole a man’s car 

from its Fifth Avenue park-
ing spot on June 5 and drove 
a few blocks before ditching 
it and stealing electronics and 
accessories from inside. 

The victim told police he 
left his 2016 Chevrolet Car-
ry-All running at 53rd Street 
around 12:30 am and went 
across the street to get food 
when he saw a woman hop in 
and drive away down Fifth 
Avenue and onto 54th Street, 
towards Sixth Avenue.

Police pursued the car with 
the victim, and found it aban-
doned between 16th and 17th 
avenues in Bensonhurst — 
but without the owner’s cam-
era, iPhone, and designer sun-
glasses, authorities said.

Gut-wrenched 
Police arrested two men 

who allegedly punched and 
struck a man in the head with 

a metal wrench — along with 
a third man who remains on 
the run — on Fifth Avenue 
on June 6. 

Cops said the pair smacked 
the man with the tool near 
53rd Street at 1:20 am, be-
fore stealing his cellphone. 
Officers arrested the two men 
soon after and returned the 
phone to the victim, accord-
ing to a report. 

Wicked woman 
Officers cuffed a woman 

who they said grabbed and 
pulled another woman’s hair 
and allegedly hit her with a 
broom when they were fight-
ing about rent money in their 
Sixth Avenue apartment on 
June 6. 

The alleged incident oc-
curred between 55th and 56th 
streets around 7:15 am, and 
left the victim with redness to 
her arms and other body pain, 
according to a report.

Like a hurricane 
Police arrested a man who 

allegedly damaged an expen-
sive laptop from his former 
Third Avenue workplace on 
June 6. 

The former employee was 
reportedly “irate” when he en-
tered the workplace at 23rd 
Street around 12:45 pm, ac-
cording to a report, and threw 
things around before fleeing 
in a 2014 Hyundai Sonata, 
cops said.

Didn’t check out 
A liar cashed two checks 

worth more than $3,700 that a 
local mailed a year ago from 
a Fifth Avenue factory, the 
man reported to police on 
June 6. 

The man told cops he 
mailed the checks around 2 
pm on June 26, 2017 from the 
warehouse at 28th Street. 

Clocked
A lout hit a man in the face 

with brass knuckles on Van-
derbilt Street on June 8. 

The men were at a vigil 
near Prospect Park Southwest 
around 11 pm, when they got 
in a fight, police said. After 
the perp hit the man, he sped 
away in a black four-door se-
dan, according to a report. 

Rocked
Police arrested a man who 

they said damaged an NYPD 
squad car by allegedly throw-
ing a large rock through a driv-
er’s side window on Fourth 
Avenue on June 9.

The incident occurred at 
29th Street around 7:20 am, 
and there were no injuries, 
said officers, who arrested 
the man the same day. 

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

At bat
A lout smacked a woman 

on the head with a metal base-
ball bat on Third Avenue on 
June 7.

The assault occurred be-
tween 67th and Senator streets 
just after 2:30 pm, and left the 
woman with pain and bruis-
ing, according to a report. 

Cashed out 
A pilferer stole $1,200 from 

a car parked on 62nd Street on 
June 4 after he broke a driv-
er’s side door of the car. 

The vehicle was parked be-
tween 12th and 13th avenues, 
and the thief stole the cash 
from inside it around noon, 
cops said. 

— Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Adam Lucente
Brooklyn Paper

A Sheepshead Bay man 
faces life in prison for al-
legedly killing a professor 
inside his Flatbush home 
last month.

The suspect was in-
dicted on murder and bur-
glary charges on June 8, 
and could spend the rest of 
his days behind bars with-
out parole if convicted, ac-
cording to the district at-
torney’s office. 

“This defendant alleg-
edly burglarized a house 
and, when confronted by 
the homeowner, brutally 
stabbed him to death,” 
said District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez.

 On May 7, police found 
the body of 66-year-old 
New School psychology 
professor Jeremy Safran 
— with two stab wounds 

in the chest and three in 
the stomach — in the base-
ment of his home,  pro-
nouncing him dead at 
the scene after receiving 
a 911 call from his wife, 
prosecutors said.

Authorities found the 
suspect hiding in a base-
ment closet inside the 
house, and discovered the 
knife allegedly used in the 
stabbing in his car trunk, 
according to the district 
attorney’s office. Earlier 
in the day, the man fol-
lowed Safran’s daughter 
to the front door, spoke 
to her, then left, the of-
fice said. 

Neither police nor the 
district attorney’s office 
answered questions on 
how the knife used in the 
attack was found in the 
car, while the suspect was 
found in the house.

Man charged in 
fatal stabbing
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C.U.R.B.
SPEEDING

CHILDREN UNITED TO REIN-IN
BREAKNECK SPEEDING

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about having your 
pick!

The owners of a new salad 
stall inside a Williamsburg food 
hall are serving up dishes made 
with snipped-to-order greens 
from the eatery’s in-house, soil-
free garden.

“People say it’s the best 
salad they’ve ever had,” said 
Liz Vaknin, a co-owner of 
Harvest 2 Order inside North 
Third Street Market on N. 
Third between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue. “Every-
thing is never more than 48 
hours off the farm.”

Vaknin’s so-called farm 
is actually a set of shelves in 
her eatery beneath specially de-
signed, fluorescent pink and 
white lights, where daily de-
liveries of microgreens from an 
actual farm in Long Island are 
tended hydroponically — with 
tons of nutrients but no soil or 
natural light — until they are 
cut to order for hungry cus-
tomers, she said.     

“They are still growing in 
a soil substrate with water that 
keeps them alive until we snip 
them,” Vaknin said.

The microgreens — which 
consist of stems and the first 
leaves of greens including arug-
ula, cress, and red-veined sorrel 
— boast more nutritional value 

Fresh start to lunch
Greens are plucked to order at new W’burg salad spot

Harvest 2 Order co-founder Shelley Golan snipped some microgreens while 
making a salad at the eatery inside Williamsburg’s North Third Street Market.
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and flavor than their fully devel-
oped counterparts, according to 
Vaknin, who said microgreens 
are growing in popularity be-
cause of their taste and need for 
fewer natural resources. 

“They have peak nutrition 
that makes you feel good,” 
she said.

Vaknin and co-founder Shel-
ley Golan opened the wom-
en-run Harvest 2 Order last 
week, after overseeing their 

own marketing and public-
relations agency focused on 
sustainable foods,  Our Name 
is Farm , since 2014. 

Patrons can shell out $9 
for a salad with microgreens 
and dressing, and as much as 
$14 for one with multiple top-
pings which include cheeses, 
vegetables, and proteins such 
as salmon.

And the new salad spot’s 
owners aren’t just serving their 

cut-to-order microgreens in a 
bowl — customers can also 
enjoy them on the eatery’s 
open-faced toasts, which start 
at $10.

Harvest 2 Order at North 
Third Street Market (103 N. 
Third St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, www.harves-
t2order.co) Sun–Sat from 11 
am to 9 pm. Salads from $9, 
toasts from $10.

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

These Three Guys are ring-
ing in 20 years! 

A staple Southern Brooklyn 
grocer with deep Kings County 
roots is celebrating its latest two 
decades in business by slash-
ing prices on items to reflect 
what the goods cost when the 
store reopened in 1998, one of 
its bigwigs said.

“We want people to enjoy 
the anniversary by paying a 
little less,” said Three Guys 
from Brooklyn co-owner 

Today’s goods, yesterday’s price!
Dyker grocer’s anniversary sale celebrates two decades

Scott Zimmerman.
For two decades, Southern 

Brooklynites have filled their 
pantries with items from the 
market at 6502 Fort Hamilton 
Pkwy., near 65th Street. And 
to say thanks to its loyal pa-
trons, the shop’s owners are 
offering promotional pricing 
on roughly 15 to 20 products 
from June 20 to 25, according 
to another honcho. 

“It’s meant to give back to 
people who’ve been coming 
here all these years,” said co-
owner Phil Penta, Jr.

Three Guys From Brooklyn co-owner Phil Penta, Jr., 
shows off its fruit — a staple item since day one.
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Grand
Opening

Skipperless Clones on deck
Brooklyns begin season today without Edgardo Alfonzo

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

Call it an early Howl-o-
ween!

Visitors to Coney Island on 
Saturday might have thought 
Halloween came early this year 
when pooch parents and their 
pups arrived donning their 
wackiest costumes for the 
eighth-annual Pet Day Cos-
tume Contest at Deno’s Won-
der Wheel Park, which brought 
out the creativity — and com-
petition — in everyone, accord-
ing to one participant.

“It was super awesome,” said 
Andrew Sargeant. “There was 
some cool competition.”

The judges — Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land), Miss Coney Island Gigi 
Bon Bon, and Brooklyn Cy-

Coney canines in costume
clones staffer Nicole Kneessy 
— ranked at least 25 competi-
tors for humor, creativity, and 
pet-owner costume combos. 

Pet parents pulled out all 
the stops to impress the judges, 
showcasing getups that included 
Pennywise the Clown from “It,” 
characters from “The Jetsons,” 
and even dogs inside in a faux 
claw-game machine.

Sargeant, his partner Mau-
rice Renfro, and his pup Clark 
took home the top prize for their 
“Star Wars” outfits, which 
flipped the script on the pop-
ular science-fiction franchise, 
according to the first-place fin-
isher, who said they crafted an 
alternate story that featured a 
stormtrooper rescuing “Bark 
Vader” from a villainous ver-
sion of Princess Leia.

Maurice Renfro, Andrew Sargeant, and their pup 
Clark rode the Wonder Wheel after taking first 
place in Coney’s annual Pet Day Costume Contest.
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By Ben Verde
for Brooklyn Paper

The Cyclones 2018 season 
kicks off today on Staten Is-
land for everyone but manager 
Edgardo Alfonzo, who’ll miss 
the weekend series against the 
Yankees while in the Domin-
ican Republic being inducted 
into the Latino Baseball Hall 
of Fame.

Fonzie earned the honor 
thanks to his stellar 12-year 
career during which he hit 
.284 with 146 home runs and 
744 runs batted in — not good 
enough for Cooperstown, but 
certainly good enough to be 
enshrined with the likes of 
Moises Alou, Roberto Kelly, 
and Luis Tiant at the Hall in 
La Romana, DR. 

In eight years with the 
Mets between 1995 and 
2002, Alfonso anchored sec-
ond base alongside stars John 
Olerud, Robin Ventura, and 
Rey Ordonez, who were col-
lectively considered by some 
to be the best defensive in-
field in baseball history. His 
All-Star season in 2000, dur-
ing which he hit a career-best 
.324 with 25 homers and 94 
runs batted in, ended with 
a gut-wrenching loss to the 

New York Yankees in the last 
Subway Series.

Mets officials say they have 
no problem with the skipper 
skipping the season opener be-
cause he’s earned the right.

“It’s an honor that he’s very 
proud of,” said Billy Harner, a 
spokesman for the Clones. 

Harner pointed out that it 
isn’t the first time the Clones 
have been without a manager 

in the dugout. Field generals 
are sometimes thrown out of 
games for bad behavior, and 
have the ability to take “work-
life balance days,” Harner 
said. When this happens, the 
bench coach takes over.

In this case, that person is 
former manager Rich Don-
nelly, who coached the Clones 
from 2011 to 2013, bringing 
Brooklyn’s Boys of Summer 

to the postseason two years in 
a row in 2011 and 2012.

Donnelly will lead a squad 
that includes shortstop and 
Brooklyn native Manny Ro-
driguez, recently drafted by 
the Mets out of the University 
of Cincinnati; Kevin Smith, 
who hails from Georgia and 
is known for his mean slider 
and shifty change-up — and 
a name that immediately 
sounds familiar; and Bryce 
Montes de Oca, who stands 
at an imposing 6-foot-7 over 
the mound and has a slight re-
semblance to Yankee flame-
out Joba Chamberlain.

The Cyclones season 
opener is this evening at Rich-
mond County Bank Ballpark 
on the Rock against the hated 
Evil Empire of the NY–Penn 
League at 7 pm, before our 
boys head to MCU Park to-
morrow at 6:30 for the home 
opener. The series will con-
clude on Sunday back on 
Staten Island at 1 pm.

The Clones struggled last 
summer, finishing dead last 
and winning only 24 games 
in the 75-game season, while 
the Yanks finished first before 
being knocked out by the Hud-
son Valley Renegades.

Manny Rodriguez was born in Brooklyn, and will be 
playing shortstop for the Cyclones.

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 C

yc
lo

ne
s 

/ 
G

eo
rg

e 
N

ap
o

lit
an

o



Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings June 15–21, 2018(718) 260–2500

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

N
o more tokens!

The Brooklyn Brewery will open 
a new, improved taproom to the pub-

lic this weekend, with more taps, added 
seating, and a private room for parties and 
tours. And when visitors settle at the new 
bar on June 15, they will be able to pay with 
cash or credit, instead of fetching a wooden 
token for the bartender. The streamlined 
payment system and new amenities aim to 
make it a more friendly space for tourists 
and locals alike, said the brewery’s new 
head of hospitality.

“We created more of a bar environment,” 
said Dan Rafalin, the driving force be-
hind the new taproom. “It still feels like 
the brewery, but it’s more accepting of 
the way people want to spend their time 
with beer.”

The new taproom features a wide, U-
shaped bar, where visitors can pull up a stool 
and settle in. Drinkers will find 20 differ-
ent beers on tap — now served in actual 
glasses instead of plastic cups. Most vari-
eties will cost $6 for a 12-ounce pour, with 
a few rare or high-octane brews costing a 
little more. The selection includes brews 
that cannot be found outside the brewery, 
said Rafalin.

“We want to give people a reason to 
come back and see us,” he said.

Instead of an endless sea of picnic tables, 
the taproom now features several distinct 
seating options: at the bar, stadium seat-
ing along a curved wall, at a long rail be-
side the windows, a lounge area, common 
tables, and a room that can be reserved for 
private parties. 

“We’ve created a few ‘vignettes’ within 
the space making it a more dynamic and 
fun drinking experience for everyone,” 

said Rafalin.
And acoustic panels behind the bar and 

floating above the space will soak up some 
of the noise that could make conversations 
in the old room hard to hear. 

The brewery did not go too far with the 
renovation — it still has picnic tables and 
an industrial feel, with wire mesh wrap-
ping the bar and wooden pallets lining the 
walls, said a spokeswoman.

“It still feels like the tasting room,” said 
Sam Itzkovitz. “Nobody really wanted to 
knock it all down and start fresh — we just 

wanted to update it a little.” 
The renovations are not complete yet — 

still to come are murals to cover a white 
wall in the back, floor-to-ceiling windows 
that will hang open during warm weather, 
and coat hooks to go under the bar, accord-
ing to Rafalin, but the space is ready for 
visitors. It will now be open seven days a 
week, opening at 5 pm during the week 
and at noon on weekends.

That token system — a remnant of the 
brewery laws that were in place when the 
taproom opened in 1996 — was a polar-

izing element that often caused backups 
as people waited in two lines, said Rafa-
lin. But those who have invested in a large 
number of token will still be able to ex-
change them for beer, he said.

“Don’t worry, we’ll honor any tokens 
that come through the door.”

Brooklyn Brewery taproom (79 N. 11th 
St. between Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, www.brooklyn-
brewery.com). Mon–Thu, 5–11 pm; Fri, 5 
pm–midnight; Sat, noon–midnight; Sun, 
noon–8 pm. 

Room with a brew
Brooklyn Brewery opens its new, improved taproom

Tapped out: The bartenders at the Brooklyn Brewery are ready to pour some pints at the renovated taproom, which reopens on June 15.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

St
ef

an
o 

G
io

va
nn

in
i

On sale: (Clockwise from top left) 
Visitors waiting for a tour lounge on 
the taproom’s new stadium seating. 
The renovated tasting room now 
features an expanded store that sells 
glasses, t-shirts, and beer-to-go. Dan 
Rafalin, who spearheaded the new 
taproom project, said he is especially 
excited to start using real glassware 
instead of plastic cups. Weekday 
“Small Batch” tours will end with beer 
samples in a new private room, which 
can be reserved for private parties in 
the evenings and on weekends.

Rock ’n’ row
Talk about grunge music!
A renowned avant-garde musician will cruise 

down the sludge-filled Gowanus Canal in a ca-
noe while rocking out on his guitar as part of the 
city-wide “Make Music 
New York” festival on 
June 21. Playing his im-
provised tunes in a mov-
ing tiny boat will offer au-
diences on the banks of 
the toxic waterway a new 
unique way to hear his mu-
sic, said Elliott Sharp.

“I like experiencing 
new ways to perform and 
for music to be heard,” 
said Sharp. “There’s a so-
cio-acoustic relationship between the producer 
of music and how you hear it in a space.”

Sharp will perform aboard one of a flotilla 
of canoes rowed by members of the Gowanus 
Dredgers Canoe Club, while the others carry 
waterproof wireless speakers connected to his 
instrument by Bluetooth. During the 90-min-
ute performance of “Swamped,” Sharp and the 
Dredgers will travel the length of Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory several times.

Sharp hopes his canoe will help the sound.
“The shape of the canoe is reflective, it may 

be quite good as an acoustic space,” he said. “I 
won’t know until I try it.”

“Swamped” on the Gowanus Canal (start-
ing at 125 Second St. between Bond Street and 
the Canal, www.makemusicny.org). June 21 at 8 
pm. Free. — Adam Lucente

M U S I C

Word’s picks: 
“Hard to Do” by Kelli Maria Korducki

Kelli Maria Korducki’s 
book is a knowledge bomb 
for anyone living in a fan-
tasy world where politics 
and relationships have not 
always been intertwined. 
She analyzes women’s 
economic and ritualistic 
domestic partnerships, in-
cluding pop culture char-
acters and members of the 
British monarchy, with the 
searing gaze of a philoso-

pher holding nothing back. 
— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin 

St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Some Trick” by Helen DeWitt

This collection of 13 sto-
ries survey the absurdities 
that arise when the life of 
the mind collides with the 
runaway train of commerce. 
Whether in the art world, ac-
ademia, publishing, or public 
stock offerings, every earnest 
attempt to follow one’s muse 
into the labyrinthine king-
dom of the dollar is brought 
low in unexpected, and often 
hilarious, fashion.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Less” by Andrew Sean Greer

In Greer’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, self-
proclaimed “middling” author Arthur Less travels 

the world in an attempt to 
outrun reminders of failed 
relationships and his ap-
proaching 50th birthday. 
In the hands of a funny, 
mysteriously omniscient 
narrator with a knack for 
metaphor and flashback, 
Less is more than just a 
hapless victim of his ex-
periences —  he is an un-
witting hero, bearing the 
torch of uncertainty, sur-

prise, and occasional delight that an accumulated 
life can bring.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

                                                                          Call for reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

  Father’s Day
at

Join us for

Happy Father’s Day

Open 6 Days for Lunch, Dinner, Brunch on Sundays  Closed on Mondays
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Early Bird Dinner Special 4 – 7pm
Private Party Room Available | Many Menu Options To Choose From

www.HuntersSteakHouse.com
Valet Parking

 Live Music Every Friday, Saturday And Sunday

Take Dad out for a Steak
on Father’s Day

RESERVATIONS ARE SUGGESTED
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
June 16

Water walk
The Mermaid Parade 
will march along 
Coney Island today, 
with thousands of 
people barely 
dressed as mermaids, 
sirens, kelpies, and 
other undersea crea-
tures! Join the 
crowds and wave to 
this year’s Queen 
Mermaid and King 
Neptune (Amanda 
Palmer and Neil 
Gaiman), and then 
stick around for a 
crazy party on the 
Boardwalk. 

1 pm on Surf Avenue 
between W. 21st and W. 
10th Street on Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com). Free ($200 for 
judge’s seats).

MONDAY
June 18

Bro pose
Had a rough week-
end? Have some hair 
of the downward dog 
at Beer and Broga — 
an hour-long yoga 
workout for dudes of 
all genders, where the 
instructor does not 
worry if your beer gut 
gets in the way of 
touching your toes, fol-
lowed by a free beer. 
Bring your own mat.

7 pm at Strong Rope 
Brewery (574 President St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, 
www.strongropebrewery.
com). $25.

TUESDAY
June 19

Getting high
Check out Brooklyn’s 
most elevated rooftop 
bar and the new musi-
cal dramedy “Unlove-
able,” about a young 
woman who enters a 
self-help program for 
addiction to sex and 
booze and forms a 
band with her spon-
sor’s awkward brother. 
The screening will be 
followed by a concert 
starring the leads, and 
an after-party spon-
sored by Corona.

8 pm at the William Vale 
rooftop [111 N. 12th St., 
23rd Floor, at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 307–7100, www.roof-
topfilms.com]. $16. 

WEDNESDAY
June 20

Park matter
The designer behind 
America’s greatest 
park — Prospect 
Park, obviously — 
also spread his 
genius to other, 
lesser cities across 
the United States, 
such as Manhattan. 
Learn about his other 
projects in the docu-
mentary “Frederick 
Law Olmsted: 
Designing America,” 
followed by a talk 
with the film’s lead 
researcher and histo-
rian.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynhistory.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
June 21

Brain power
Jonathan Coulton 
may be listed third on 
the bill, but the goofy 
Park Slope musician is 
first in our hearts! The 
creator of the office 
zombie anthem “Re: 
Your Brains” will play 
a free show tonight 
with indie-rock band 
Superchunk and 
Grammy–winning 
singer-songwriter 
Aimee Mann, as part 
of the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. 

8 pm at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell [enter at Ninth 
Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org/cb]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 15
MUSIC, THE CHAPIN SISTERS: Free. 

6–8pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 2 
[Joralemon Street at Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org. 

THEATER, “TRAPPED IN THE AMERI-
CANA DREAM”: A teen-led per-
forming arts group presents an 
original play about students trapped 
together during a school shooting. 
$10 ($5 students). 7 pm. Mayday 
Space [176 St. Nicholas Ave., Third 
Floor, at Himrod Street in Bushwick, 
(505) 310–5619], trappedintheameri-
canadream.brownpapertickets.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, DOUBLE OR NOTHING: 
A Las Vegas variety revue from the 
Love Show, with Elvis imperson-
ators, drag, burlesque, and music. 
$30–$50. 7:30 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.houseofyes.org. 

DANCE, “STEALING FROM MYSELF”: 
Choreographer Susan Rethorst re-
visits her work over the last 30 years. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

CEREAL MILK COMEDY: Hosts Brant-
ley Brice and Ben Wasserman wel-
come Liza Treyger, Brendan Eyre, 
Sydnee Washington, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean and Pa-
cifi c streets in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, (BLADE OF): $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 8:30 pm. Areté [67 West St. 
#103 at Noble Street in Greenpoint, 
(917) 733–4082]. 

COMEDY, SILVER LININGS: A free 
comedy show featuring Kate Willett, 
Tom Thakkar, Ryan Schutt, and many 
more. Free (RSVP recommended). 
8:45 pm. Precious Metal (143 Trout-
man St. between Central and Ever-
green avenues in Bushwick), www.
facebook.com/SilverLiningsComedy. 

COMEDY, BRANDON COLLINS CEL-
EBRATES HIS BIRTHDAY!: The co-
median takes over Union Hall for an 
early birthday celebration with some 
of his favorite NYC comedians and 
performers! $8–$12. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, JUNE 16
TOUR, GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY 

THEN AND NOW: View 19th cen-
tury photos of the graveyard, and 
travel the grounds to see how the lo-
cations look now. $25. 11 am. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 210–3080], green-wood.com. 

ART, GALLERY TALK: Janet Rothholz 
leads a whirlwind tour of the fi ve 
exhibits in the gallery. Free. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, SUMMER THUNDER: With 
Wand and the Spirit of the Beehive. 
Free. 2 pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 609–0484], union-pool.
com. 

MUSIC, FATHERS DAY JAZZ VESPERS 
SERVICE: Devoe Street Baptist 
Church presents an evening of con-
temporary gospel and jazz-infused 
inspirational songs. $20. 5 pm. 
Devoe Street Baptist Church [140 
Devoe St. between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–5075]. 

MUSIC, CREEKERS JAMBOREE: With 
Hello Bittersweet and Rose Thomas 
Bannister & the Filthy Unbeliev-
ers. Free. 5–8 pm. Gowanus Canal 
Dredgers Canoe Club Boathouse 
[165 Second St. between Bond 
Street and the canal in Gowanus, 
(718) 243–0849], www.gowanusca-
nal.org/creekers-jamboree. 

MUSIC, THE JAYHAWKS: With Man-
dolin Orange and Parsonsfi eld. Part 
of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val. Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

TALK, GIMELETFEST: A two-day 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

THU, JUNE 21
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT: $33–$256. 

7 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–$89. 

7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–$125. 

8 pm.

WED, JULY 11
MUSIC, GOT7: $59–$249. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13
RELIGION, JOEL OSTEEN: $15. 

2:30 pm and 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 14

MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: $59–

$205. 7:30 pm.

MON, JULY 16

MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: $61–$316. 

7 pm.

MON, JULY 27

ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 7 pm.

TUE, JULY 28

ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 3 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Pair of hearts: The rock band Paramore will play with Foster 
the People at Barclays Center on June 26.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
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check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the 
Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% 
for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change 
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Small enough to know you.
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Certificate of Depositp
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By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

T
his exhibit is in-depth!

The eye-twisting visual 
illusions and painstaking 

illustrations of Dutch artist 
M.C. Escher come to life in 
new art exhibit, which opened 
this week in Industry City. The 
curator of “Escher: The Exhi-
bition and Experience” said the 
attraction would both amaze 
those who visit, and give them 
a better understanding of the 
artist’s life .

“You need to get to know 
an artist,” said Mark Veld-
huysen. “I hope people leave 
thinking, ‘Wow!’ ”

The exhibit features more 
than 200 pieces of the artist’s 
work, including his iconic lith-
ographs and woodcuts of im-
possible stairways and evolv-
ing patterns. The layout guides 
visitors through the  artist’s life, 
beginning with Escher’s early 
works and influences, with a 
special focus on his realistic 
images of Italy, and then tran-
sitions to the quirky and mind-

bending tessellations and para-
doxical images that later made 
him famous.

In addition to the dazzling 
art, the exhibit uses interac-
tive displays to recreate some of 
the Escher’s illusions in three-
dimensional spaces. Cleverly 

placed cameras and mirrors 
allow guests to interact with 
and enter some of the design 
elements the artist used in his 
work. In the “Relativity Room,” 
those standing in the corners 
look either impossibly puny or 
gigantic. Visitors can also en-

ter a mirror-filled room, where 
they will see their reflections 
repeated in infinite loops.

Veldhuysen said the exhibit 
aims to cultivate respect for 
the artist’s life and work.

“Everyone has seen his 
work in mathematical books 
in school,” he said. “But I 
think that if you see his early 
work combined with his later 

work, you’ll really appreciate 
the guy himself.”

“Escher” at Industry City 
Building 6 [34 34th St., be-
tween Second and Third av-
enues in Sunset Park, www.
EscherNYC.com]. On display 
until Feb. 3, 2019. Open dai-
ly, 10 am–7 pm (open Thurs-
days until 9 pm). $20 ($15 
students and seniors).

The house of Escher
New exhibit showcases the mind-bending artist

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s the book of the summer! The 
Fort Greene author of this year’s 
“One Book, One New York” win-

ner will return from a nation-wide 
book tour on June 18 to discuss her 
historical novel at Books are Magic 
in Carroll Gardens. Author Jennifer 
Egan said that “Manhattan Beach,” 
set in Brooklyn during World War 
II, was inspired by her love for the 
city and her fascination with the bor-
ough’s history. 

“I feel like the book really arose 
from my love affair with New York,” 
said Egan, who won a Pulitzer for her 

2010 novel “A Visit from the Goon 
Squad.” 

“Manhattan Beach,” named af-
ter the Brooklyn neighborhood, but 
largely set at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, beat out four other books to 
become the city’s “One Book, One 
New York” selection, and libraries 
city-wide will host book clubs and 
discussion events based on the tome 
this summer. 

The historical novel tells the tale 
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard’s fictional 
first female diver. For research, Egan 
joined an oral history initiative un-
dertaken by the Brooklyn Historical 
Society, interviewing World War II-
era Navy Yard workers. Their sto-

ries helped to inspire some of the 
exploits of her literary heroine, said 
the author.

“[The Yard] was a tremendously 
important place, not just to Brooklyn 
but to the entire Allied union,” said 
Egan. “There were so many mean-

ingful human experiences that arose 
from this project … hearing these sto-
ries was really powerful. I can’t take 
a real person and make them work 
in fiction — I have to just discover 
them. But there are some little tex-
tures and anecdotes that I lifted out 
of stories I heard.” 

One important aspect of the book 
— its intersectional portrayal of Navy 
Yard workers — was inspired by 
letters written by a Yard mechanic, 
Lucille Colkin, to her husband, Al-
fred, who was serving in the Navy, 
Egan said. 

“Her letters are amazing — they’re 
so full of information,” she said. “Lu-
cy’s attention to race got me thinking 
very early about women and people 
of color in the war, that they basi-
cally had to be given more respon-
sibility and opportunity, because the 
white guys who usually got all that 
were away.”

Jennifer Egan at Books Are Magic 
(225 Smith St. at Butler Street in Car-
roll Gardens, www.booksaremagic.
net). June 18 at 7:30 pm. Free.

‘Beach’ reads
Novel is a city-wide pick
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Stairway to heaven: (Left) The famous lithograph 
“Relativity” shows Escher playing with perspective. 
And (Right) Two similar-sized visitors step into an in-
teractive optical illusion that explains the artistic prin-
ciples behind Escher’s work.
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One book: New Yorkers voted 
to read Jennifer Egan’s novel 
“Manhattan Beach” for a city-
wide book club.
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THE FINAL COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN 
DON’T MISS OUT TAKE THESE TREASURES HOME! 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING 50%-75% OFF THE ENTIRE INVENTORY 
no more 25%! 

WE EXTENDED THE CLOSING OF RUE ST.DENIS BY POPULAR DEMAND 
KEEP BUYING VINTAGE, SAVE THE PLANET!

Small businesses can’t survive without you! 

AFTER 30 YEARS

3x5

Register for this live event by calling 
 1-866-281-3501

Join us for this free IDIOPATHIC 
PULMONARY FIBROSIS (IPF) 

educational event!

WHEN:
Saturday, June 16, 2018
Registration: 9:30 AM
Start Time: 10:00 AM

WHERE:
Hilton Brooklyn New York 
140 Schermerhorn Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

FEATURING:
Boris Sagalovich, MD, FC 
Paula M., IPF Mentor

Bring a friend or family member!
Complimentary parking and refreshments provided.

An IPF Educational Event

Copyright © 2018 Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
All rights reserved. (01/18) PC-US-101034

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
his show has a most rare vi-
sion! A modern take on a 
Shakespeare comedy will flut-

ter into Carroll Park next week. 
The Smith Street Stage version 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
starting on June 20, looks at the 
mythical story of fairies and star-
crossed lovers through the eyes 
of everyday New Yorkers, said 
its director. 

“We set it in contemporary 
times and in New York City, and 
a big exploration in this production 
is looking at ways to retell events 
of a play written over 400 years 
ago,” said Jonathan Hopkins.

Setting the play in 2018 gives 
a new twist to some of the play’s 

events, said Hopkins. 
“We did not change any plot 

points — it’s a modern take, but 
it is Shakespeare’s text and ev-
erything the audience will hear 
and see is what Shakespeare has 
written — we just added in some 
trends,” he said. “I would say it’s 
quite true to the play that Shake-
speare wrote.”

Some of the largest changes in 
perspective are due to changing 
gender roles since the 16th cen-
tury. A scene in which a father 
threatens to have his daughter put 
to death if she does not marry the 
man he has chosen seems bar-
baric to modern audiences, said 
Hopkins. 

“I don’t know how Shake-
speare’s audience then received 
that, but it would be extraordinary 

in our times,” he added. “Our ac-
tor portrays the father as some-
one who doesn’t really want to 
enforce the death penalty, but is 
using that old law as a scare tac-
tic for his daughter.”

The characters will also wear 
modern clothes that fit their class, 
said Hopkins. The character of 
Bottom will be dressed as a sub-
way worker, for instance. 

“The Duke and people of the 
upper crust are dressed more for-
mally, and the middle and work-
ing class people are dressed as 
people coming home from work,” 
he said.

The production will run in Car-
roll Park for two weeks, and then 
move indoors to the Actors Fund 
Art Center for another week. Hop-
kins says the outdoor stage has 

been vital to the growth of the 
company, but that moving indoors 
will offer the actors a chance for 
a quieter, more nuanced approach 
to their roles.

“We’d like to explore a lot of 
other ways to do theater,” said 
Hopkins. “When we’re outside ... 
the actors have to use their full 
voices, and a lot of subtle nu-
ances of acting become harder 
outside, because they have to use 
so much vocal power to transmit 
the story.”

But the outdoor performances 
have one advantage, he said — 
they are more authentic.

“When I think how Shakespeare 
would have performed it, he had 
written it to be performed out-
doors, and that adds a lot of power 
to the story,” said Hopkins. 

“A Midsummer Night Dream” 
at Carroll Park (Carroll Street at 
Smith Street in Carroll Gardens, 
www.smithstreetstage.org). June 
20–July 1; Wed–Sun at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

And at the Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Hoyt and Smith Streets 
Downtown). July 11–13 at 7:30 
pm; July 14 at 2 pm and 7:30 pm; 
July 15 at 2 pm. $10.

Today’s ‘Dream’
Modern ‘Midsummer’ in Carroll Park

Well met by moonlight: Beth Anne Hopkins and Brian Lee Huynh, as the warring couple 
Titania and Oberon, make up their differences in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” playing in 
Carroll Gardens next week.
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podcast festival, with live 
tapings and special events 
from “Crimetown,” “The 
Habitat,” “Heavyweight,” 
and “The Nod,” with spe-
cial guest Wyatt Cenac, 
and more. $200 ($20 each 
event). 11 am–11 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

KART, BROOKLYN WATER-
FRONT ARTISTS COALI-
TION: This is the fi nal week-
end of the arts group’s fi ve 
exhibitions: “Wide Open 9,” 
“Recycle 2018,” with repur-
posed art, “In the Groove,” 
an exhibit of album cover 
art, “Dominica After Maria,” 
with Caribbean artists, and 
“Transformation.”” Free. 
1–6 pm. Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

“LOW WALK HIGH WALK”: 
Artist Matthew Jensen 
leads a tour through the 
neighborhood of South 
Slope, beginning and end-
ing at his exhibit “There 
from Here” at Open Source 
Gallery. Free. 1 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

“ART, “GOD IS TRANS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of paintings by 
Genesis Tramaine that ask 
the viewer to see God as 
outside of the gender bi-
nary. Free. 6–9 pm. Richard 
Beavers Gallery [408 Mar-
cus Garvey Blvd. between 
Halsey and Macon streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
663–8195], www.richard-
beaversgallery.com. 

FILM, “EXIT MUSIC”: This doc-
umentary about the fi nal 
year of an artist born with 
cystic fi brosis screens in 
Green-Wood Cemetery. It 
will be followed by a discus-
sion with the fi lmmaker and 
Green-Wood’s death edu-
cator. $16. 8:30 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

SUN, JUNE 17
MUSIC, FATHER’S DAY JAZZ 

WITH ROY MERIWETHER: 
Free. 2–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE: Voices of Latin 
America. $20 suggested 
donation. 3 pm. St. John’s 
Episcopal Church [139 St. 
John’s Pl. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3928]. 

MUSIC, “AN DIE MUSIK” 

SEASON FINALE: A pro-
gram featuring selections 
from Franz Schubert’s 
“Schwanengesang,” and 
more. $10–$25. 4 pm. Union 
Temple of Brooklyn (17 
Eastern Pkwy., third fl oor, 
between Grand Army Plaza 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights), www.
andiemusiknyc.com/season-
fi nale. 

MUSIC, BETH ORTON: 
$30–$40. 8 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

MON, JUNE 18
TALK, COURT SMITH BID 

LISTENING SESSIONS: A 
looking to form a Business 
Improvement District on 
Court and Smith streets 
between Pacifi c Avenue and 
2nd Place invites retailers to 
speak about the effort and 
to ask questions. Free. 1 
pm. (288 Smith St. between 
Union and Sackett streets 
in Carroll Gardens), www.
courtsmithbid.com. 

TALK, “RIP LOCAL NEWS?”: 
A discussion of the future of 
serious local news report-
ing. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: $12–
$19 ($10–$17 in advance). 

7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

COMEDY, BARRY ROTHBART 
& FRIENDS: With Greg Bar-
ris and Janeane Garofalo. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 19
READING, “LOVEMARKS 

AND CROWNS”: Author 
and Brooklyn teacher Bar-
bara Charles discusses her 

children’s book about a 
young girl who struggles 
to love herself while facing 
bullies. Free. 5:30–7:30 pm. 
Dean Cafe (951 Dean St. at 
Classon Avenue in Crown 
Heights). 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: $12–
$19 ($10–$17 in advance). 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

TALK, PHOTOSHOPPIN’ HIS-
TORY: A storytelling event 
where the stories are true 
and the images are not. $10. 
7 pm. Starr Bar (214 Starr St. 

between Irving and Wycoff 
Avenues in Bushwick). 

MUSIC, BIT FLIP RADIO AND 
POPEBAMA: $15. 7 pm and 
9 pm. Areté Venue and Gal-
lery (67 West Street #103, 
between Noble and Milton 
Streets in Williamsburg), 
www.aretevenue.com. 

WED, JUNE 20
SOLSTICE EVE: Urban Shaman 

Donna Henes leads an eve-
ning celebration welcoming 
the summer season. Free. 6 
pm. Grand Army Plaza [Bai-
ley Fountain in Park Slope, 
(718) 857–1343]. 

MUSIC, GRIZZLY BEAR, 
SPOON: $51 ($46 in ad-
vance). 6:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

FILM, “THE MISANDRISTS”: A 
feminist terrorist organiza-
tion takes in an injured man 
in queer director Bruce La 
Bruce’s action fi lm. Two cast 
members will introduce the 
fi lm. $16. 9:30 pm. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

MUSIC, ELIJAH SHIFFER AND 
THE ROBBER CRABS: $10. 
10 pm. Areté Venue and 
Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and 
Milton Streets in Williams-
burg), www.aretevenue.
com. 

THURS, JUNE 21
MUSIC, BAM R&B FESTIVAL: 

Grammy-nominated key-
board player, songwriter, 
and singer PJ Morton per-
forms. Free. 12 pm. Metro-
Tech Commons (Myrtle 
Avenue between Bridge 
and Lawrence streets in 
Downtown). 

MUSIC, NATALIA CLAVIER: 
The lead singer of Thievery 
Corporation. With an art 
experience from Charlotte 
Lily Gaspard, of the shadow 
puppet company Midnight 
Radio Show. Free. 6 pm. 
Archway Under Manhattan 
Bridge [Water Street be-
tween Anchorage Place and 
Adams Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], www.
dumbo.is. 

TALK, THE MEAT IN MEAT-
BALLS: The executive chef 
at the Meatball Shop dis-
cusses how he made the 
standard meatball stand 
out. With a cooking demo 
and meatball samples. $25. 
6:30 pm. Museum of Food 
and Drink [62 Bayard St. 
between Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–2845]. 

THEATER, QUEER ART PRIDE 
LIVE: A night of premieres 
and readings, with dances, 
poetry, a new short play by 
Justin Sayre, and a queer 
bat mitzvah organized by 
Justine Williams. $12. 8 pm. 
Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 11th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.wythehotel.com.  

FRI, JUNE 22
MUSIC, REVEREND HOR-

TON HEAT: $10–$25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “A VIEW FROM 
THE BRIDGE”: The sold-
out production of an Arthur 
Miller drama about a long-
shoreman, produced on 
board a Red Hook barge, 
adds another night. $25. 8 
pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

SAT, JUNE 23
MUSIC, SUN RA ARKESTRA: 

Free. 2 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, QUEER ART PRIDE 
ALUMNI ART JAM: A night 
of live music, performance 
art, music video screenings, 
and more, hosted by the 
Illustrious Blacks. $12. 11 
pm. Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 11th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.wythehotel.com. 

MUSIC, FISCHERSPOOONER: 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Stepping out: Funky dance duo the Illustrious Blacks 
will host the third and final night of “Queer Art Pride” 
performances on June 22 at the Wythe Hotel in Wil-
liamsburg, with a late-night show of film, dance, and 
interactive art.
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How is your child getting  
to school in September?

Wouldn’t you feel safer knowing your 
child has door-to-door service?

NY SCHOOL BUS CO.
718-209-5555

Available from

DUMBO BROOKLYN ONLY
to

IS 289 MARK TWAIN JHS

$2,500      $250PER 
YEAR

PER 
MONTH

IF YOU’RE
CARING FOR A

FAMILY MEMBER WITH 
MEMORY LOSS,
WHO’S CARING

FOR YOU?

Caring for a family member who has trouble with thinking and memory can 
be extremely challenging. So challenging, in fact, that caregivers may feel 
overwhelmed, struggling to maintain their own health and well-being.

NYU Langone’s Family Support Program provides convenient, personalized, 
and ongoing support to people caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or other 
thinking and memory disorders.

The program is provided free of charge to individuals living within the fi ve 
boroughs. You will receive access to counseling; connections to doctors and 
support groups; and compassionate guidance by being paired with a caregiver 
who has had a similar experience.

Join a community dedicated to providing the support and guidance you need, 
for as long as you need it.

For more information or to enroll, call us at 646.754.2277 
or visit nyulangone.org/memorydisordersupport.

The Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Family Support Program
is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

THE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

These locals got their sugar 
high!

Fans of the great outdoors 
flocked to the Williamsburg 
waterfront on Sunday to be 
among the first to step inside 
the newly finished park at the 
old Domino Sugar factory 
campus on its opening day.

And the suite of sweet ame-
nities at the  so-called Domino 
Park , which stretches across 
six acres along the East River, 
has something that every-
one can enjoy, according to 
a Downtowner who trekked to 
the green space for its grand 
opening.

“I enjoyed the fountain, 
and the playground was a 
lot of fun for the kids,” said 
Melinda Chu. “It was very 
nice, and had a lot of differ-
ent things.”

Active park-goers can play 
games on volleyball and bocce 
courts; hungry visitors can 
grab grub at taqueria Ta-
cocina, which is run by the 
restaurateur behind Shake 
Shack and serves individual 
tacos stuffed with cheeses, 
veggies, meats, or seafood 
at prices between $3.50 and 
$4.50; and curious patrons can 
learn about the site’s past by 
walking among artifacts sal-
vaged from the old sugar fac-
tory that decorate the lawn — 
a highlight of the Kent Avenue 
meadow between Grand and 
S. Fifth streets, Chu said.

“That was very interesting. 
It’s nice to tie the park back to 
the history,” she said.

Brooklyn-based developer 
Two Trees, which owns the 
park, created it as part of the 
firm’s ongoing makeover of 
the old Domino campus into 

Oh, how sweet it is
Locals fl ood waterfront Domino Park on opening day

Park-goers enjoyed the 
new park on opening 
day, when a group of 
players tested out its 
volleyball court with a 
friendly game.
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a five-building megadevelop-
ment with residential, office, 
and other commercial spaces. 
And although Domino Park 
is privately owned, it is open 
to the public — not just folks 
who move in to one of the tow-

ers rising around it.
The green space is the sec-

ond of the larger development 
site’s many components to 
open, following the debut 
of its donut-shaped tower at 
325 Kent Ave., which  residents 

moved into last summer .
Elsewhere on the campus, 

workers are amidst their trans-
formation of  Domino Sugar’s 
landmarked refinery build-
ing into swanky new offices , 
and constructing a 42-story 
tower with residential and 
commercial space from the 
ground up at 260 Kent Ave., 
which is expected to open late 
next year. 

And Two Trees bigwigs’ 
master plan calls for erecting 
two more buildings, which 
will likely also feature some 
combination of commercial 
and residential spaces when 
complete.

duty the day Villavicencio-Cal-
deron was detained.

In March 2010, an immi-
gration judge ordered Villav-
icencio-Calderon to leave the 
country, and officials later clas-
sified the immigrant as a “fu-
gitive” when he failed to leave 
by July of that year. 

Following the delivery man’s 
detainment, Democratic state 
and local officials including 
 Gov. Cuomo ,  Mayor DeBla-
sio , and  Sunset Park Council-
man Carlos Menchaca  came 
to his defense, in addition to 
Brannan, who along with Vil-
lavicencio-Calderon’s lawyers 
sent a letter to the director of the 
federal immigration agency’s 
New York office, arguing that 
the father should be released be-
cause he is a taxpayer with no 
criminal record and was work-
ing to support his family.

“Mr. Villavicencio, who has 
made many deliveries to the 
same base without incident, was 
torn away from his wife and 
two daughters while doing his 
job,” Brannan wrote.

And workers at some area 
eateries told this newspaper that 
their non-white colleagues of-
ten feel targeted by guards at the 
Army base, where employees 
from two separate Bay Ridge 
pizzerias  said  they would refuse 
to deliver to in the future be-
cause of its ID requirements.

FIND YOUR WORLD ONLINE
BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

Continued from page 3

BASE...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a proud day for 
Brooklynites!

Thousands from the bor-
ough and beyond descended 
on Park Slope on June 9 to cel-
ebrate Kings County’s LGBTQ 
community at events that cul-
minated with an absolutely fab-
ulous parade along Fifth Av-
enue that was far superior to 
similar marches staged across 
the East River, according to an 
attendee.

“I love this one the best,” 
Park Sloper Judy Roy said of 
the annual Brooklyn Pride pa-
rade. “It’s not as crazy as in 
Manhattan.”

This year’s evening march 
featured four floats, 60 par-
ticipating organizations, and 
roughly 800 people, all of 
whom proudly stepped be-
hind the bike-riding gals of 
the Siren Women’s Motorcycle 
Club, who led the rainbow-col-
ored cavalcade as it proceeded 

Beaming with Pride
Locals cheer Brooklyn’s LGBTQ festival 

along Fifth Avenue from Ster-
ling Place to Ninth Street be-
fore a joyous crowd that didn’t 
disperse until after 9 pm, an-
other attendee said.

“The parade went for almost 
an hour and a half. It was never 
like that,” said Jeanne Scarito, 

who also lives in Park Slope.
The 22nd-annual festiv-

ities kicked off earlier that 
day in Prospect Park, with a 
5K run that awarded individ-
ual prizes to male, female, and 
transgender athletes, accord-
ing to an organizer, who said 

no other race in the city hands 
out awards to competitors of 
all three gender identities — 
some of whom wore rainbow 
tutus for the occasion.

“We’re probably the most 
colorful 5K as well,” said 
Brooklyn Pride co-chair 
Mickey Heller.

Following the race, proud 
revelers moved from the park 
to the pavement on Fifth Ave-
nue, where representatives for 
various city agencies, health-
care providers, and commu-
nity groups set up booths for 
a street fair between First and 
Ninth streets that kicked off 
at 11 am.

Festival-goers strolled the 
fair collecting freebies and re-
ceiving health screenings until 
5 pm, when vendors closed up 
shop to prepare for the 7:30 pm 
parade — leaving time for cel-
ebrants to kill by patronizing 
Fifth Avenue’s many stores, res-
taurants, and bars during what’s 
become one of the most profit-
able days of the year for mom-
and-pop shops, according to a 
local business booster.

“This event drives a lot of 
business,” said Mark Caserta, 
the head of Park Slope’s Fifth 
Avenue Business Improvement 
District.

From left, Ellison and Matthew Budd flew the rain-
bow flag at the Brooklyn Pride festival.
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GREAT DEAL!

Seltzer 6969¢¢
1 li.1 li.
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Organic
Strawberries

$$349349
1 lb.1 lb.
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Blueberries $$349349
6 oz.6 oz.

6/13 7AM -6/18 7PM
SALE STARTS 14 1513 16 17 18

SPECIAL!

Craisins
$$199199

lb.lb.

Strawberries Romaine Hearts Kiwi FruitEggplants

¢¢6969lb.lb. 33forfor

$$55 $$139139
3 pk.3 pk. 1212forfor

$$199199

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

CornPeaches
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lb.lb.9999¢¢
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66forfor

$$199199 22forfor
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Mango JuiceTea Biscuits
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46 oz.46 oz.

D
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Dill Pickles

KOSHER
K-DAIRY

Yogurt

44forfor

$$22

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP

“FREE” | “BROOKYLN CAR SERVICE”

“Serving NY – NJ – CT 
for over 30 years”

TOLL FREE: 1.800.439.9598
TEL: 1.718.384.4444

We accept all major credit cards

ABOUT US

app.brdcars.com

she shouldn’t be behind the 
wheel because her doctors 
told her so.

Hard to miss
A crash-reconstruction ex-

pert who recreated the colli-
sion as part of Gonzalez’s in-
vestigation said Nunez and his 
helper — a colleague whom 
video footage shows was on 
the right side of the truck’s 
rear minutes before the crash 
at 12:21 am, and in its front-
passenger seat moments af-
ter at 12:26 am — should 
have been able to clearly 
see Ramirez as he pedaled 
alongside the 80,000-pound 
vehicle, because it had mir-
rors on its right side, the part 
that smashed into the young 
man.

“The design of the subject 
sanitation truck as well as the 
mirrors would have provided 
an excellent view of any ob-
jects or persons in close prox-
imity to the right side of the 
truck,” Stephen Coulon wrote 
in his reconstruction report. 
“Had the driver of the vehi-
cle or his helper paid atten-
tion to the way the truck was 
turning through a tight inter-
section, they could have eas-
ily seen the bicyclist … who 
would have been visible to 
the driver from distances as 
faraway as 10 feet from the 
right side of the truck.”

Following the fatal crash, 
Nunez only received a sum-
mons that typically results 
in a $150–$500 fine, and re-
tired not long after hitting and 
killing Ramirez. And Nunez’s 
helper Damon Wright — who 
has 13 prior arrests — backed 
him up, telling investigators 
that he didn’t see Ramirez 
either.

Gonzalez’s spokesman 
declined to comment on the 
mens’ arrest records, saying 
they are sealed and not avail-
able to the public, and reit-
erated that neither could be 
held criminally accountable 
for Ramirez’s death.

“Following an exhaus-
tive reinvestigation that in-
cluded interviews with all 
of the witnesses, a review of 
surveillance footage, and a 
consultation with an accident-
reconstruction expert, we de-
termined that we could not 
sustain criminal charges,” 
said Oren Yaniv.

Action blames victim
Action Carting brass 

jumped on Gonzalez’s de-
cision not to prosecute its 
driver, claiming through a 
spokeswoman that Ramirez 
caused his own death because 
he knocked back a few drinks 
before hopping on his bike that 
evening.

“After months of thorough 
examination the report indi-
cated cyclist error … alcohol 
in the cyclist’s bloodstream, no 
required protective gear was 
worn, etc.,” company rep Jean 
Kim wrote in an unsolicited 
e-mail with the subject “cy-
clist error” sent to this news-
paper on April 23.

But the first officers at the 
scene of the collision said they 
didn’t smell booze on Ramirez, 
according to the preliminary 
crash-investigation report.

“Officers did further state 
that there was no odor of alco-

hol on the victim,” cops from 
the 94th Precinct told the in-
vestigator.

Police did not respond to 
multiple requests for comment 
on whether any other docu-
ments officers prepared indi-
cated Ramirez was drinking 
that night, and the district at-
torney’s spokesman would not 
comment on the medical ex-
aminer’s autopsy, which was 
not included in the dossier. A 
rep for the medical examiner 
also declined to comment on 
the autopsy aside from stat-
ing that Ramirez died from 
“blunt impact injuries of head 
and torso” that were ruled an 
“accident.”

Another law-enforcement 
official, however, said neither 
alcohol nor drug use were per-
tinent to the investigation.

“The question of the cy-
clist’s intoxication was irrel-
evant to the hit-and-run inves-
tigation,” the official said.

Kremins said blaming the 
victim is a disturbing narra-
tive to push, but that he isn’t 
shocked to hear it from a com-
pany whose drivers have killed 
five people over the last de-
cade and received  thousands 
of violations for breaking city 
laws  since 2012.

“It doesn’t surprise me they 
would try to throw mud like 
that,” he said. “We have no ev-
idence he did anything wrong 
that night, but that’s the way the 
game works — no one wants 
to accept responsibility, no one 
likes to say ‘I’m sorry.’ ”

The city’s Business In-
tegrity Commission slapped 
Action Carting bosses with a 
$5,000 fine on April 12 for al-
lowing Nunez to drive a truck 
without the proper license — 
but the penalty is a drop in 
the bucket for the firm,  which 
raked in $104,286,930 from 
city contracts alone in the past 
decade .

In April, Mayor DeBlasio’s 
spokesman said that Hizzoner 
 didn’t take issue with the city’s 
multi-million dollar business 
with Action Carting and that 
he has no intention to sever 
relations with the company , 
weeks after the mayor said he 
“was concerned about the is-
sue, but not familiar with the 
specifics.”

On May 3, DeBlasio again 
said that he wasn’t “familiar 
with” all the details concern-
ing Action Carting’s record of 
law-breaking and fatal crashes, 
but that “everyone should be 
held accountable under Vision 
Zero,” his initiative to end traf-
fic-related deaths.

And now is the time for 
the mayor to hold such firms 
accountable, according to a 
pack of advocates fighting to 
reform the private-sanitation 
industry, who demanded De-
Blasio amp up enforcement 
and safety requirements in the 
wake of an explosive inves-
tigation into a  Bronx-based 
firm whose drivers recently 
killed two people, one of them 
a teen .

“The problems of this in-
dustry are truly systemic,” 
read the June 8 letter penned 
by members of StreetsPAC, 
Transportation Alternatives, 
and Families for Safe Streets. 
“If we really hope to achieve 
Vision Zero, then half-mea-
sures will not cut it.”

Continued from page 1

CRASH...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This builder is emerging 
from the shadows.

The developer that last year 
abruptly abandoned its con-
troversial request to rezone 
land near the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden to make way 
for 20-story residential tow-
ers quietly resubmitted the ap-
plication in April, according 
to a Department of City Plan-
ning spokesman.

Cornell Realty bigwigs 
again asked the city to okay 
an upzoning to make way 
for two 175-foot Crown 
Heights high-rises on Car-
roll and Crown streets near 
the Prospect Heights garden 
— where current regulations 
cap buildings’ heights at 70 
feet to prevent their shadows 
from depriving plants of pre-
cious sunlight — exactly 12 
months after they nixed an 
identical request  as thousands 
of critics from as far away as 
the United Kingdom signed 
an online petition condemn-
ing the scheme .

“Having visited many 
times, I’m sure growth can be 
better accommodated without 
compromising your own zon-
ing regulations,” said Mark 
Hamill, a petition signee who 
listed his location as Man-
chester, United Kingdom.

Rezoning seed replanted
Builder again seeks green light for disputed Garden–adjacent tower

Developer Continuum Company wants to construct 
its six-building complex with towers up to 37-stories 
tall on the site of this old Crown Heights factory, 
which is currently zoned for structures seven-stories 
tall or less.
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But before Cornell pulled 
its first upzoning request, the 
firm conducted city-mandated 
shadow studies it claimed 
proved its towers wouldn’t 
hurt the Botanic Garden’s 
flora, green space spokes-
woman Elizabeth Reina-
Longoria said at the time.

News of the developer’s 
second upzoning attempt, 
however, comes as Botanic 
Garden leaders publicly de-
nounced another development 
on Franklin Avenue near the 
green space, whose builder is 

pushing for its own upzoning 
to allow for a 37-story resi-
dential complex.

“Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den is strongly advocating 
to maintain the site’s cur-
rent zoning, which was put 
in place, in part, to protect 
the garden’s conservatories 
from building shadows,” 
Reina-Longoria said.

Continuum Company chief 
Bruce Eichner in December 
filed preliminary documents 
requesting  to rezone the site 
of an old Crown Heights 

spice factory at 960 Frank-
lin Ave. between Montgom-
ery Street and Sullivan Place  
— where current relations re-
strict height to seven stories 
or less — in order to erect a 
six-tower complex with struc-
tures between 27- and 37-sto-
ries tall, not counting rooftop 
bulkheads to house mechan-
ical equipment.

The development site is 
about a block away from the 
Botanic Garden’s indoor 
greenhouse at the Stein-
hardt Conservatory, and its 
high-rises could potentially 
block light from reaching the 
plants within, slowly starving 
them to death, Reina-Long-
oria said.

“Our main concern with 
Continuum’s proposal is that 
its towers that could have sig-
nificant shadow impact on the 
garden’s conservatory, nurs-
ery, and other collections,” 
she said.

And the Botanic Garden’s 
opposition to the Franklin Av-
enue complex will likely grow 
stronger with the release of 

shadow-impact studies a lo-
cal anti-gentrification group 
commissioned from Pratt Uni-
versity and City College, the 
results of which will be shared 
later this month, according 
to the organization’s leader 
Alicia Boyd.

The studies, which the 
group funded with roughly 
$3,000 in donations, exam-
ined how detrimental the new 
buildings’ shadows would be 
to Botanic Garden plants, as 
well as how badly the green 
things could be burned by 
light reflecting off the struc-
tures, Boyd said.

Eichner returned a message 
requesting comment, but only 
by accident, and declined to 
speak further upon realizing 
he called a reporter.

Find out the results of 
the universities’ shadow 
studies at St. Francis de 
Sales School of the Deaf 
[260 Eastern Pkwy. be-
tween Franklin and Classon 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
(718) 636–4573] on June 20 
at 6 pm.

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552
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Save Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Shadow and Sun-Glare Forum
Wednesday, June 20th, 2018 

6pm-9pm

St. Francis de Sales - School of the Deaf
260 Eastern Pkwy (btw Franklin and Classon Ave.)

2 Developers are proposing 22 to 44 stories 
in a 6/7 story height limited zone!

Get Involved! • Get Engaged! • Get Educated! 
• Light Refreshments Served!

For more info call: (718) 703-3086      www.MTOPP.org

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Park Slope pol wants to 
pull cars belonging to thou-
sands of law-breaking mo-
torists from city streets and 
force the rogue riders to go 
back to drivers’ ed before 
their wheels are returned, 
according to legislation he 
announced on June 5.

Councilman Brad Lander’s 
bill — written in response to 
 driver Dorothy Bruns’s road-
side slaughter of two kids  and 
an  unborn baby  on Ninth 
Street in March — would give 
local officials the authority 
to impound or boot vehicles 
issued more than five viola-
tions by speed and red-light 
cameras in one year, and re-
quire their owners to attend 
a so-called “reckless driver 
accountability program” to 
reclaim their rides.

Bruns — whose Volvo 
racked up five camera vio-
lations in 2017 alone, accord-
ing to records — is far from 
the worst of the city’s drivers, 
according to Lander, who said 
more than 25,000 other motor-
ists committed just as many, 
if not more, infractions that 
year, necessitating a crack-
down on bad behavior behind 
the wheel.

“There are thousands of 
drivers on our streets whose 
track record is just as bad as 
hers, and in some cases worse 
… who put the lives of their 
neighbors at risk with impu-
nity,” Lander said at a press 
conference outside City Hall 
alongside District Attorney 

That’ll teach ’em
Pol pushes bill forcing law-breaking 
drivers to relearn the rules of the road

Eric Gonzalez and a bevy of 
safe-street advocates.

Impounding vehicles would 
help officials close a current 
loophole that lets the owners 
of cars that receive multiple 
camera violations drive off 
with meager $50 fines, ac-
cording to Lander, because 
the state cannot revoke a li-
cense for infractions caught 
on film since cameras only 
capture a car’s license-place 
number, not the person be-
hind the wheel.

 Mayor DeBlasio demanded 

Albany lawmakers  introduce 
similar legislation weeks after 
the deadly Park Slope crash, 
although he suggested a more 
lenient punishment that would 
suspend the vehicle registra-
tion of cars caught more than 
five times by cameras within 
a two-year period.   

And Hizzoner did not call 
for the drivers’ ed class, which 
Lander said would be mod-
eled after a program piloted 
at the Red Hook Community 
Justice Center — a so-called 
community court overseen by 

city and state officials that 
doles out rehabilitative sen-
tences to minor-crime offend-
ers in the area. 

In 2016, the Justice Cen-
ter mandated 298 law-break-
ers participate in the driver-
accountability program, which 
emphasizes the “impact on vic-
tims” and fosters “meaningful 
behavioral change,” according 
to a report from the program’s 
creators at the  Center for Court 
Innovation, a national organi-
zation that advocates for crim-
inal-justice reform.

Twelve of Lander’s Council 
colleagues pledged to support 
his bill, which he introduced 
on June 7, but Manhattan 
Councilman Ydanis Rodri-
guez — chairman of the 
body’s Transportation Com-
mittee, which must sign off 
on the legislation before it can 
go to a full vote — has yet to 
lend his support, according 
to the Park Slope pol.   

But even if Council passes 
the bill, it will be toothless 
if  state pols fail to pass their 
own legislation extending 
the city’s school-zone speed-
camera program , which pro-
vides funding for the tech-
nology and is set to expire 
on July 1.

Days before Lander’s an-
nouncement, DeBlasio hosted 
a May 30 press conference in 
Park Slope where he called 
on Albany to extend and ex-
pand the speed-camera pro-
gram to streets around even 
more city learning houses, 
while also teasing plans for 
Ninth Street’s long-awaited 
redesign, which he said will 
include a protected bike path, 
narrower traffic lanes for ve-
hicles, and new loading reg-
ulations to reduce double 
parking.

Department of Transporta-
tion bigwigs  will present the 
agency’s full plan for Ninth 
Street later this month , ac-
cording to a rep.

Park Slope Councilman Brad Lander stood with Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez while announcing his 
new bill that targets the city’s most reckless drivers 
last week.
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By Ben Verde
for Brooklyn Paper

They did the book worm!
Youngsters boogied down in 

the courtyard of the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central branch 
at a Saturday concert kicking 
off the system’s summer-read-

ing program, an initiative orga-
nized each year to keep kids’ 
minds sharp while they’re out 
of the classroom.

“We provide books for every 
age and level,” said Kimberly 
Grad, who manages childrens’ 
activities for the library.  

The performance by local 
G-rated rockers Joanie Leeds 
and the Nightlights nodded to 
the theme of this year’s read-
ing program, which focuses on 
how music and literature over-
lap following the library sys-
tem’s debut of its  instrument-

lending program .
Kids who came out for the 

show enjoyed other musical ac-
tivities , which included pound-
ing on drums and a lesson in 
how to create their own sound 
machines using found bric-a-
brac and recycled materials.

BPL pairs books, music for kids



14  AWP  June 15–21, 2018Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

I t’s been a summer or two 
since kids suddenly burst 
outside in pursuit of vir-

tual Pokemon. Now the ques-
tion is: How to get them out-
side again, considering the 
lure of all things air-condi-
tioned and pixilated?

The games that most of us 
adults played managed to en-
tertain not just us, but children 
for hundreds or even thou-
sands of years. Get your kids 
to try them and they just may 
play long and hard enough 
to need some water from the 
hose. And then you know what 
they’re drinking in?

Summer!
Take a look at how old some 

of your favorite games are:
Hopscotch: If you were 

a Roman soldier, you would 
have hated hopscotch. That’s 
because the game began as a 
grueling exercise. Soldiers in 
full armor had to run or hop 
or somehow make it across 
100-foot long hopscotch 
grids, the same way football 
players have to hop through 

all those tires. 
But to kids it looked like 

fun — at least if you only had 
to hop through 10 squares. 
Back in the day, the word at 
the top would be “London,” 
because that’s where Rome’s 
famous 400-mile road led. 
(You’d think it would lead 
to “Rome,” but no.) 

The word hopscotch it-
self comes from hopping, of 
course, and “scotch” which is 
a bastardization of “scratch.” 
Kids would scratch the lines 
on the ground. When I was 
growing up, we called the top 
“Blue Sky,” which may harken 
back to the fact that when Ger-
mans played this game they 
called it “Himmel und Hölle” 
— Heaven and Hell. (Those 
cheery Teutons.) You’d get 
to the top and you were in 
heaven, or the sky. 

In any event, it is a nifty 
game and requires only chalk 
and a stone. Roman soldiers 
optional.

Jacks: Jacks go back to 
Ancient Greece. You can 

see pictures of the game on 
urns (if you look really hard). 
Back then, however, no one 
had balls. 

Well, I mean, no one had 
a bouncy ball. Or jacks, 
per se. They had, instead, 
the knuckle, wrist, and an-
kle bones of sheep, so the 
early name of the game was 
“Knucklebones.” Kids would 
toss these into the air and have 
to catch them either in their 
palms or on the back of their 
hands or some other way that 
made it hard, hence fun. 

When rubber finally made 
its way to Europe in the 1700s, 
the first bouncing balls were 
introduced and these made 
their way into the games. But 

for centuries before that, kids 
played jacks with whatever 
they had on hand (literally — 
;), including apricot seeds in 
Egypt and little bags of rice 
or sand in China. 

And by the way, jacks is 
short for “jackstones,” which 
came from “chackstones” 
which came from chucking 
stones — throwing them. 

Capture the Flag: This 
one is depressing. The game is 
just too glaringly modeled on 
war — and not just war exer-
cises, like hopscotch. In a real 
war — in the Civil War, as a 
matter of fact — you’d come 
upon your enemy and shoot or 
stomp or bayonet them, all in 
the service of literally captur-

ing their flag. At the end of the 
skirmish what mattered most, 
insanely enough, was not how 
many people died, but who’d 
captured the other team … er 
… the other side’s flag. 

I realize I haven’t watched 
nearly enough Ken Burns or 
I’d have known that. But it 
wasn’t until reading up on this 
particular game that I learned 
that the soldiers stuck trying 
to keep their flag from falling 
into the enemy’s clutches were 
called “color guards” — for 
guarding their side’s colors. 
I’d thought color guards were 
just a Boy Scout thing.

Anyway, the game is played 
just like war, but without the 
bayonets. 

Blind Man’s Bluff: The 
bluff is that because you are 
blindfolded you “acciden-
tally” end up touching any-
one you want, anywhere 
you want. No surprise that 
this game was a big hit with 
the original #MeToo despot, 
Henry VIII and his friends. 
Back then, it was an adult 

game. Very adult.
Kickball: Sit down. Here’s 

a shocker. Kickball was in-
vented not in ancient some-
place, but in Cincinnati in … 
1917! Unlike baseball, or even 
jacks, which require some seri-
ous hand-eye coordination, in 
kickball a giant ball rolls right 
toward you, for gosh sake. It 
is like being a human bowling 
pin. Because it was so much 
easier than any game ever, gym 
teachers pounced on it and by 
the 1920s it was already a phys-
ical education staple and to-
day it’s still alive and, well, 
you know.

So here’s the deal. Kids love 
their video games. But a study 
often quoted by Peter Gray, au-
thor of a basic textbook on psy-
chology used at Harvard and 
beyond, found that 86 percent 
of kids prefer playing outside 
to computer play.

Summer’s here. Send ’em 
out.  

Lenore Skenazy president 
of Let Grow, and founder of 
Free-Range Kids.
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Red means stop, green 
means what?

A six-light traffic signal out-
side Prospect Park that shines 
separate “go” lights for bicy-
cles and cars is too confusing 
for drivers, who routinely run 
their red light and put cyclists in 
harm’s way, according to a Park 
Sloper who lives nearby. 

“When the light turns 
green for bikes to go, the cars 
see green and they start,” said 
Jane Brody, who lives near 
the signal at the intersection 
of Third Street and Prospect 
Park West. “That can make it 
hazardous for both bikes and 
pedestrians.”

The traffic signal features 

green, yellow, and red lights 
for cyclists in the form of a sil-
houetted bike — infrastruc-
ture known as a “bicycle-sig-
nal head” — hanging next to 
three lights in the form of one 
red and two yellow arrows for 
cars turning right from Third 
Street onto the one-way Pros-
pect Park West.

And the green light for cy-
clists — who can either turn 
onto Prospect Park West or 
pedal across it into the park 
itself — shines for eight seconds 
while the red arrow shines for 
cars, leading less-aware drivers 
to illegally blow through their 
light and turn while bike riders 
have the right-of-way, Brody 
complained to Department 
of Transportation officials at 

a town hall last month.
The Brooklyn Paper visited 

the intersection on June 5, and 
indeed spotted no less than four 
motorists running their red light 
there shortly after 10 am.

This newspaper’s investi-
gation also found that drivers 
are further befuddled when 
their signal’s solid red arrow 
changes to a flashing yellow 
one — instructing them to yield 
— while the cyclists’ light is 
green and yellow, as evidenced 
by one driver who stopped his 
white hatchback in the middle 
of the intersection for about 16 
seconds as the yellow arrow 
flashed.

The city installed the six-
light signal last year, accord-
ing to a Transportation Depart-

Not too bright!
Slope’s six-light traffi c signal creates 
chaos at intersection, locals claim

ment spokeswoman, who could 
not say what prompted its ar-
rival — but other bicycle-signal 
heads began rolling out across 
the city years ago under former 
Mayor Bloomberg, according 
to  reports .

The bicycle-signal head’s 
red, yellow, and green lights 
make it easier to mistake for 

a standard traffic signal than 
other  street-safety infrastruc-
ture such as the city’s so-called 
leading-pedestrian intervals, 
which are “walk” signs that al-
low pedestrians and cyclists to 
start crossing  some borough 
intersections  roughly 10 sec-
onds before cars moving in the 
same direction.

And city transit leaders 
know the perplexing Park Slope 
signal baffles drivers, accord-
ing to the rep, who said they are 
looking into ways to bring or-
der to the juncture where traf-
fic-related incidents injured 10 
people since 2010, and a driver 
traveling on Prospect Park 
West near Third Street  hit and 
killed 12-year-old Sammy Co-
hen Eckstein  in 2013, roughly 
four years before the six-light 
signal arrived.

“We are looking into solu-
tions to provide better clarity,” 
said Alana Morales. 

One local said making a sim-
ple color change to one of the 
signal’s lights for cars could 
do the trick.

“We should have a green ar-
row,” said Park Sloper Melva 
Prince. 

But another Sloper said the 
bicycle-signal head should be 
scrapped altogether, because 
cyclists and drivers should be 
forced to share a single signal 
the old-fashioned way.

“There should be one light 
for everyone,” said Diana Dunn.
 — with Saul Marquez

A traffic signal with separate lights for cars and 
bikes is confusing motorists, who routinely run their 
red lights at the intersection near Prospect Park.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 S
au

l M
ar

q
ue

z



June 15–21, 2018 AWP  15Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500



16  AWP  June 15–21, 2018Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

OPEN DAILY • 1310 SURF AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11224 • CALL: 718-333-2202

$2.99
Fish Filet

Sandwich

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 07/09/18.

BK-6718

Bacon
Cheeseburger

$2.99

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 07/09/18.

BK-6718

$1.99
Chicken Sandwich

(Grilled or Crispy)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 07/09/18.

BK-6718

$3.99
Philly Cheesesteak

(Beef or Chicken)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 07/09/18.

BK-6718BK-6718

$1.99
HOT DOG

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
May not be combined with any other offer or special. 

Offer expires 07/09/18.

Limit 2 offers per coupon

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 07/09/18.

Super 
Cheeseburger

$2.99

BK-6718


