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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This silence could be deadly.
Local HIV-AIDS patients 

slammed the city for keeping them 
in the dark about its plans to close 
and relocate a health-services cen-
ter on the edge of Boerum Hill next 
month, which officials said will 
shutter because its building is set 
to be demolished to make way for 
a controversial megadevelopment 
on the site.

The HIV-AIDS Services Admin-
istration center at 94 Flatbush Ave. 
— one of three such borough facil-
ities, where patients are connected 
to government programs that help 
them combat the virus — occupies 
a property owned by builder Alloy 
Development, which plans to raze 
the structure to erect its five-build-
ing 80 Flatbush complex if the city 
approves a necessary upzoning.

And officials, who rent the cur-
rent space from Alloy, likely have 
known of the developer’s plan to 
destroy the building since the firm 
 revealed plans for 80 Flatbush last 
year  after buying the lot in 2016, 
but had yet to inform clients of its 
July 13 closing date by press time, 
putting many lives at risk, accord-
ing to a staffer at a nearby needle 
exchange who works closely with 
the center.

“None of those folks have been 
consulted or informed,” said Jason 
Walker, who works at Vocal New 
York,  where the mayor wants to open 
a polarizing safe-injection site for 
opioid addicts . “It’s deeply concern-
ing, especially for an agency whose 
clients’ lives depend on accessing 
these services.” 

Officials are moving the HIV-
AIDS center’s operations to a nearby 

HUSH-HUSH JOB
HIV-AIDS center quietly axed for Flatbush megadevelopment

Marchers channeled their inner Black Panthers by dressing as Wakandan mermaids.
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The HIV-AIDS center at 94 Flatbush Ave. will shutter next 
month to make way for the 80 Flatbush megadevelopment 
planned for the site.
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Third Avenue building that already 
houses a similar city-run facility, be-
fore it relocates to its new perma-
nent home on Evergreen Avenue 
in Bushwick inside another com-
plex set to open in 2019, a spokes-
woman for the city’s Human Re-
sources Administration said.  

The HIV-AIDS center’s lease for 
its current space between State and 
Schermerhorn streets expires in De-
cember, a spokesman for the De-
partment of Citywide Administra-
tive Services said, and the city likely 
would have renewed it if plans for the 
development weren’t in the works, 
according to the human-resources 
agency spokeswoman, who said of-
ficials chose to move the center be-
fore its lease expires but did not say 
why it is closing months before its 
lease ends.

A seven-year client of the center 
was shocked to learn he will need 
to schlep to a new site in less than a 
month — and possibly a different, 

less-accessible location next year 
— when this reporter shared the 
news with him.

“This is the first I’ve heard, 
and I am directly impacted by this 
decision. It’s insane and wrong,” 
said Reginald Brown, who lives in 
Brownsville and sits on the HIV-
AIDS center’s advisory board. “I’m 
66, a long-term survivor, and right 
now [this center] is very convenient 
for me. No idea where Evergreen 
is in Bushwick.”

Brown claimed he never got a call 
or letter about the move, but said he 
isn’t surprised the city would be ca-
gey with the details because fellow 
patients have complained about the 
human-resources agency’s lack of 
communication before.

“That has been one of the things 
other people have said,” Brown 
said. 

And although reopening the cen-
ter in Bushwick will bring its re-
sources to another neighborhood in 

need of them, officials should have 
alerted the community about their 
plans months ago, so they could in-
clude clients and advocates in devel-
oping a long-term solution that works 
for everyone, Walker said.

“This can be addressed with en-
gagement,” he said.

The Councilman whose dis-
trict includes the Flatbush Avenue 
HIV-AIDS center — who also leads 
Council’s General Welfare Commit-
tee, which oversees several agen-
cies including the Human Resources 
Administration — expressed con-
cern that clients didn’t know about 
the move, and promised to push for 
transparency going forward.

“There should be ample commu-
nication, and if there are clients that 
don’t know, that warrants further 
scrutiny,” said Councilman Stephen 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill), who has 
so far been silent on 80 Flatbush, 
despite his likely being the deciding 
vote on the rezoning request when 
it reaches Council. “Communica-
tion with clients needs to be seam-
less, and if it’s not, that’s really con-
cerning.”

Human-resources agency staff-
ers told local pols and community 
boards about its plan for the Flat-
bush Avenue center in May, accord-
ing to the spokeswoman, who said 
they will inform clients this week 
about the looming closure and re-
location.

PLUS: BEEP SAYS NO 
— BUT NOT NEVER 

— TO PROJECT
SEE PAGE 6

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

It was a sight to sea!
Mobs of merry merfolk washed 

ashore on Coney Island’s Surf Av-
enue to show off their sparkling 
fins and wacky tentacles for the 
36th-annual Mermaid Parade on 

June 16, a gleeful celebration that 
unified Brooklynites across the 
borough, according to one of the 
parade’s honored guests.

“It was amazing,” said Neil 
Gaiman, bestselling author of 
“American Gods,” and the pa-
rade’s official King Neptune for 

the day. “Everyone was there for 
the joy and the mermaid mad-
ness.”

Gaiman and his wife Amanda 
Palmer — one half of musical duo 
The Dresden Dolls, and the pa-
rade’s Queen Mermaid — dove 

Making a splash
Mermaid Parade brings out the joy of Coney

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Preservationists are crying foul play 
after a blaze tore through a vacant Red 
Hook warehouse the night of June 14,  
just weeks after a coalition of locals asked 
the city to landmark the building.

The 1886 structure — known then 
as the S.W. Bowne Grain Storehouse 
— on the Red Hook–Gowanus border 
is currently owned by a developer, and 
is among a few dozen buildings Gow-
anusuars proposed be landmarked be-
fore officials vote on a  plan to rezone 
part of their neighborhood , which is why 
the late-night flames seemed cause for 
alarm, a landmarking advocate said.

“The timing of the fire immediately 
on the heels of outreach to the owner 

paints it in an incredibly suspicious light,” 
said Gowanus Landmarking Coalition 
member Brad Vogel.

New York’s Bravest rushed to quench 
the inferno at the Smith Street ware-
house on the banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal at 11:15 pm, finally extinguishing 
it 30 minutes past midnight, according 
to a Fire Department spokesman, who 
said marine units also battled the blaze 
from the fetid waterway itself. 

Flames tore through the top two 
floors of the four-story building be-
tween Creamer and Bay streets, but in-
jured no one, according to firefighter 
Chris Berke. 

The ancient warehouse’s owner, de-
veloper the Chetrit Group — which is 
behind a  Chrysler-building-sized sky-
scraper  rising Downtown, and the slow-

going restoration of Brooklyn Heights’s 
 Bossert Hotel  — filed preliminary paper-
work to raze it last September, roughly 
three years after the Department of Build-
ings issued a full-vacate order for the 
structure in 2014, warning it was un-
stable and could collapse, according to 
an agency rep.

But Buildings Department officials 
couldn’t sign off on the warehouse’s de-
molition because the application sub-
mitted last year was incomplete, an 
agency rep said.

And locals started to suspect some-
thing nefarious was up when someone 
spotted a sneak doing possibly illegal 
work on the old building’s roof ear-
lier this month, according to the Red 
Hook councilman, who blasted Chet-
rit Group brass for neglecting the ware-

house and demanded fire marshals de-
termine and disclose the cause of the 
recent inferno. 

“It occurred after the community 
raised alarms about recent, potentially 
illegal construction activity on the 
roof, and after my office and commu-
nity leaders took steps to start land-
marking the building,” said Council-
man Carlos Menchaca. “The Chetrit 
Group has created a local nuisance for 
many years.”

The Buildings Department rep said its 
inspectors did not investigate the accu-
sation of illegal work at the site, which 
was made via 311 on May 18, roughly 
a month before the fire.

A rep for the developer didn’t imme-
diately respond to a request for com-
ment.

Fire stokes claims of corruption
Locals question source of blaze at Hook warehouse they want to landmark

Firefighters rushed to fight a blaze that tore through a vacant Smith 
Street warehouse along the Gowanus Canal on June 14.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The green reaper is back!
Toxic blue-green algae is 

blooming on Prospect Park Lake 
for the  fifth-consecutive summer , 
according to state environmental 
sleuths, and stewards of Brook-
lyn’s Backyard are banning 
pooches from its water because 
the goop can be fatal to dogs and 
harmful to their humans.

Inspectors with the state’s De-

partment of Environmental Con-
servation tested the lake earlier 
this month, and the results con-
firmed its widespread contamina-
tion with blue-green algae, or cy-
anobacteria, which blooms during 
warmer weather and produces two 
types of toxins when it does.

One toxin affects the liver, and 
can lead to symptoms including 
vomiting, seizures, dark poo, and 
diarrhea within 24 hours of being 
ingested by furballs, according to 

the director of a Park Slope veter-
inary clinic, who said the toxin, if 
left untreated, could cause liver 
failure and death within days.

The algae also produces a neu-
rotoxin that can affect pets almost 
instantly, causing symptoms that 
include severe drooling and tear-
ing, muscle spasms, and tremors. 
And in extreme cases, animals can 
die within an hour of ingestion, 
said the Slope vet, who encour-
aged bringing Fido for a check-

up if he drinks from the lake or 
exhibits any symptoms.

“It’s better to be safe than 
sorry in those instances,” said 
Verg North’s Dr. Brett Levitzke. 
“The prognosis for true ingestion 
of either toxin is so poor, espe-
cially the neurotoxin.”

Humans, while less likely to 
lap up the lake’s wet stuff, are 
equally susceptible to the algae’s 
toxic byproducts, which can also 
show up in the form of a nasty 

skin rash — so locals who want 
to play it safe should avoid catch-
and-release fishing and boating 
there to steer clear of contami-
nated water.

The good news for Prospect 
Park–loving mutts and their mas-
ters is that the algae has yet to turn 
up at Dog Beach, which remains 
open for hot dogs looking to cool 
off, according to a spokeswoman 
for meadow conservancy the Pros-

Prospect Park Lake still mucked up!
Noxious blue-green algae returns to Brooklyn’s Backyard for fi fth year in a row

State inspectors found toxic blue-green algae blooming 
on Prospect Park Lake for the fifth year running earlier this 
month.
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See MERMAID  on page 13

See MUCK  on page 12

INSIDE: OUR MAGAZINE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF BROOKLYN
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NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Brooklyn in Park Slope.

To learn more or schedule a visit, go to nyp.org/medgroupbrooklyn or call 718.643.0483.

Located at 340 4th Ave. in Brooklyn.

Expert cancer care and specialty surgery.

At our new location, we offer a team of medical and surgical oncologists—including experts from Weill Cornell Medicine—

who provide diagnosis and treatment of many types of cancers, as well as liver and lung diseases, plus seamless access to the 

resources and services of NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.

By Saul Marquez
for Brooklyn Paper

These kiddie captains 
charted a course for suc-
cess!

Students from classrooms 
across the borough launched 
self-made sailboats into the 
East River from Brooklyn 
Bridge Park last week, cul-
minating the end of an eight-
month ship-building course 
that taught the youngsters the 

value of a hard day’s work, ac-
cording to its director.

“It was one of the most joy-
ous experiences of the year for 
them, because they got to see 
the accomplishment of hav-
ing built something with their 
own hands,” said Brooklyn 
Boatworks bigwig Marjorie 
Schulman.

The student skippers who 
set sail on June 12 hailed from 
four Kings County schools 

— East New York’s PS 
306 and JHS 292; Bedford-
Stuyvesant’s Madiba Prep 
Middle School; and Crown 
Heights’s Launch Expedi-
tionary Learning Charter 
School,  where kids recently 
staged an authorized walk-
out against gun violence  — 
as well as from three others 
in outer boroughs.

And the program — for 
which Brooklyn Boatworks 

Anchors aweigh!
Youngsters set sail in boats made by hand

The sailboats and their fearless captains took to the East River. Jalil showed off the boat she constructed.
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leaders provided wood and 
instructions on how to fol-
low blueprints and use tools 
— taught the kids more than 
the importance of a little el-
bow grease.

Participants dove into top-
ics that included lessons on 
city’s maritime history and 
Brooklyn’s native marine life, 
according to Schulman, who 
said they also learned impor-
tant skills such as leadership, 
perseverance, and teamwork, 
all of which will serve them 
well in — and out — of the 
classroom.

“These are qualities that 
will help everyone succeed 
academically, as well as in 
life beyond the school day,” 
she said.

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Are you ready for the sum-
mer?

Even if you are, you still 
need to take a listen to the lat-
est edition of Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio on which Brooklyn 
Paper arts and entertainment 
editor (yes, we still have one 
of those) Bill Roundy — an 
American treasure — tells 
hosts Vince DiMiceli and An-
thony Rotunno exactly what 
they have to do this summer 
in Brooklyn.

Want concerts? How about 
 Janelle Monae at Afropunk ? 
 Check. Barenaked Ladies and 
Better Than Ezra in Coney 

Island ? Check.  Aimee Mann 
at the Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival ? Roundy tells you 
all about it.

And it wouldn’t be summer 
without our beloved Brooklyn 
Cyclones who, as usual, are 
playing better than the Mets! 
Roundy has the breakdown on 
when to head to MCU Park and 
take home the best swag!

The show also featured 
a surprise visit by Brook-
lyn journalist Gersh Kuntz-
man, who is again “between 
jobs.” Kuntzman provided 
coffee for himself and ed-
itor-in-chief DiMiceli, but 
failed to bring one for Ro-
tunno, Roundy, and producer 

Johnny, much to their cha-
grin.

“Well, you know DiMiceli 
took me off the scrapheap of 
New York City journalism,” 
Kuntzman deadpanned. “He 
deserves the coffee.” 

Given DiMiceli’s place 
in  Kuntzman’s long career , 
Kuntzman asked his former 
colleague why he (Kuntzman) 
is having such a difficult time 
landing a good job.

DiMiceli drew a long sip 
and sighed.

“Gersh, you sometimes 
rub people the wrong way,” 
he said.

Kuntzman objected to 
DiMiceli’s parameters.

“I rub people,” he said, 
defending his hard-charg-
ing style. “Yes, I rub peo-
ple. Not the wrong way. I 
just rub them.”

“Maybe that’s the prob-
lem,” Rotunno added.

Scheduled to appear on 
the show but cut for time 
was super-intern Saul Mar-
quez, whose last day was June 
19. Sorry, Saul. But let it be 
known you will be missed, 
and good luck to you in the 
future.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday and can be 
found on BrooklynPaper.
com,  iTunes , and  Stitcher .

ON THE RADIO:

What to do this summer
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP

“FREE” | “BROOKYLN CAR SERVICE”

“Serving NY – NJ – CT 
for over 30 years”

TOLL FREE: 1.800.439.9598
TEL: 1.718.384.4444

We accept all major credit cards

ABOUT US

app.brdcars.com

IT’S MORE 
THAN A  
TEXT

It’s the efficient way to learn about power outages.

Text REG to OUTAGE (688243) and follow the 

prompts to sign up for text alerts.* Learn more  

at coned.com/textalerts

*Messaging and data rates may apply.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A trio of villains hit a 
pregnant teen on a Brook-
lyn-bound C train near the 
Jay Street station on June 16, 
cops said.

The 18-year-old woman 
told police she was on the 
train near Willoughby Street 
around 3:45 pm when she got 
into an argument with the 
three bad guys, and two of 
them struck her in the stom-
ach with a cane, knocking 

her over. Paramedics took the 
woman to Methodist Hospi-
tal for observation, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The nogoodniks also struck 
the teen’s mom, and punched, 
choked, and hit her 14-year-
old brother, both of whom 
were on the train with her, 
officials said.

What a wiener
A sneak swiped a wom-

an’s backpack from a hot-
dog stand parked on Jora-
lemon Street on June 14, 
cops said. 

The 22-year-old victim told 
police she was manning the 
cart near Court Street when 
she stepped out around 10 am 
and left the door open while 
checking on its generator, and 
when she got back inside, she 
saw her backpack containing 
her wallet, cash, and credit 
cards was gone.

Soul snatcher 
Cops cuffed a guy for 

threatening a man and steal-
ing his money on Flatbush 
Avenue on June 15. 

The 34-year-old victim told 
authorities he was standing 
near Fulton Street when the 
suspect said “I’m the Grim 
Reaper, I’m going to take your 
soul,” placed him in a choke-
hold, and threatened him with 
a sharp object in his back. 

The suspect then grabbed 
$375 from the victim’s pants 
pocket and walked across 
the street, where another 
unknown good-for-nothing 
stabbed him, according to 
police. 

Paramedics took the sus-
pect to Methodist Hospital, 
officials said. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

No tip
A villain punched a guy in 

the face and stole his wallet 
when he delivered food to his 
apartment on Fleet Walk on 
June 12, police said. 

The 34-year-old victim told 
cops he was making a deliv-
ery to the brute’s apartment 
near Prince Street around 9 
pm when he got to the door 
and the malefactor opened it 
and socked him in the face, 
cutting his left eye. 

The baddie then swiped the 
victim’s wallet, cash, Sam-
sung cellphone, and Mexi-
can identification card, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Five against one 
Some good-for-nothings at-

tacked a guy inside a Fulton 
Street fast-food restaurant on 
June 14, cops said. 

Police found the 23-year-
old victim bleeding from the 
left side of his face around 
11:15 am after responding to 
a call about an emotionally-
disturbed person inside the 
eatery near Washington Av-
enue, where about five or six 
goons assaulted him.

Paramedics took the vic-
tim to Methodist Hospital in 
stable condition after he said 
the goons slashed him in the 
face, officials said. 

Et tu, Brute?
A lout stabbed a guy in 

the head and chest on Ful-
ton Street on June 15, po-
lice said.

The 29-year-old victim 
told authorities he got into 
an argument with the villain 
near Flatbush Avenue around 
4:30 pm when the lawbreaker 
started stabbing him in the 
head, chest, ribs, and eye, and 
then fled. 

Bye, cycle 
Some jerk stole a woman’s 

bike from her Classon Ave-
nue apartment on June 10, po-
lice said.

The 33-year-old victim 
left her Garry Fisher two-
wheeler behind a gate near 
Fulton Street a little before 9 
pm and when she returned a 
few minutes later, it was gone, 
according to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Branching out
Some vandal smashed 

a man’s car window with a 
tree branch on Sixth Avenue 
on June 5.

A witness told police he 
spotted the miscreant bust up 
the man’s car between Sixth 
and Seventh streets at 8 am.

Cops failed to track down 
the criminal, and closed the 
case, according to author-
ities.

Beatdown
Police busted three teen-

agers for allegedly beating 
a man on Bergen Street on 
June 6.

The victim told cops the 
suspects jumped him be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 6:53 pm, assailing 
him with a flurry of kicks 
and punches.

New York’s Finest nabbed 
their suspects later that day, 
charging them with assault, 
officials said.

Mace in the face
Cops arrested a woman 

who they said used Mace 
on a ride-share driver on St. 
Johns Place on June 7.

The victim told police he 
pulled over near Fifth Ave-
nue to pick up his passenger 
at 6 pm, but his would-be cus-
tomer became irate, claim-
ing the driver parked too far 
away, and doused him with 
the chemical.

Paramedics took the vic-
tim to Methodist Hospital, and 
cops arrested the suspect that 
day on assault charges, offi-
cials said. — Colin Mixson

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Shopping spree
A pilferer swiped a Mac-

Book Pro from a man’s vehi-
cle parked at a grocery store 
on Third Avenue on June 16, 
police said.

The man told cops he was 
shopping at the big-box store 
between 37th and 39th streets 
and returned to his car at 5:30 
pm to find the rear driver’s-
side door open and his lap-
top missing.

There was no sign of forced 
entry, officials said.

Spoiled nap
A crook stole a woman’s 

wallet, identification card, 
debit card, and social-secu-
rity card while she slept in her 
single-room apartment at a 
Third Avenue women’s shelter 
on June 16, police said.

The theft occurred at the 
shelter between 36th and 37th 
streets sometime between 
2:30 and 6:30 pm. 

The woman said she fell 
asleep and woke up to dis-
cover her items missing. She 
told authorities that the door 
to her room does not lock, of-
ficials said.

Trunk theft
A nogoodnik stole two 

laptops and a business router 
from the trunk of a man’s 
parked vehicle on Sixth Av-
enue sometime between June 
16 and 17, according to au-
thorities.

The man told police that he 
parked his vehicle near 57th 
Street on June 16, and that 
when he returned the follow-
ing day at noon his property 
was missing.

Cops didn’t see signs of 
forced entry, but noticed dam-
age to the vehicle’s glove com-
partment, according to a re-
port.

Stop and drop
Two punks attacked a 

man and stole his bicycle on 
Fifth Street on June 17, po-
lice said.

The jerks stopped the man 
when he was near Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway around 6:30 pm 
on his way home, and forcibly 
removed him from his bike, 
cops said. One of the perps 
punched the man in the face, 
according to authorities.

Double fist
Two good-for-nothings 

punched a man in the face 
before snatching $700 and his 
smartphone as he entered his 
39th Street apartment build-
ing on June 11.

The theft and assault oc-
curred as the victim returned 
to his home between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues from a bar at 3 
am, when he said the brutes 
pushed him to the ground 
and then repeatedly punched 

him in the face. 
The baddies then fled, leav-

ing the victim with a broken 
jaw, swollen lip, and abrasions 
on the head, cops said. 
   — Saul Marquez

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Sleepy sleuth 
A man broke into a wom-

an’s Ridge Boulevard apart-
ment to take a nap on June 
15. 

The woman told police she 
found him sleeping when she 
returned to the apartment near 
72nd Street around 10 am.

Electric faux 
A phony called a Third Av-

enue resident on June 11 and 
pretended he was a rep from 
the Con Edison electric com-
pany, threatening to shut off 
the man’s electricity if he did 
not pay him more than $1,000 
via Bitcoin. 

The man, who lives be-
tween 73rd and 74th streets, 
paid the money just before 
5 pm, and was subsequently 
unable to contact the caller, 
he told police. 

In the money
A robber stole more than 

$2,600, plus headphones, 
a diamond necklace, a de-
signer watch, and a laptop 
from an 85th Street home 
on June 11. 

The victim told police she 
returned to her home be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues around 10:30 pm and no-
ticed her top lock was locked 
and the items were gone. 

Home run 
A baddie threw a base-

ball at a man’s car, hitting his 
windshield, on 66th Street on 
June 14.

The incident occurred be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 3 pm, cops said, and 
the lout fled immediately af-
terward.

Broken window
A punk broke the glass 

window in the door of a Bay 
Ridge Parkway apartment 
building on June 15. 

The incident occurred be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues around 10:30 am, cops 
said. — Julianne McShane

Train terrors hit pregnant woman with cane 
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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How is your child getting  
to school in September?

Wouldn’t you feel safer knowing your 
child has door-to-door service?

NY SCHOOL BUS CO.
718-209-5555

Available from

DUMBO BROOKLYN ONLY
to

IS 289 MARK TWAIN JHS

$2,500      $250PER 
YEAR

PER 
MONTH

SPEND YOUR 
SUMMER WITH US
Members get great benefits. Receive unlimited free 
admission, invitations to members-only events and 
exhibition previews, discounts at local businesses 
and more.

EXPERIENCE THE MUSEUM 
AFTER HOURS—JUNE 29
Enjoy Tour Guide Talks, behind-the-scenes access 
to our collection, interactive demonstrations and 
planetarium shows at this free event for Museum 
members and their guests.

NEW MEMBER PERK
Enjoy our Summer Movie Series from the comfort of 
the Cat Shot Café. This members-only area on the port
side aircraft elevator will offer a fantastic viewpoint for 
the movie, as well as seating and drinks.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
intrepidmuseum.org/membership

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted 
under applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, 
displayed, performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a no — but not a 
never.

Borough President Adams 
rejected a developer’s applica-
tion to rezone a swath of land 
at the edge of Boerum Hill in 
order to erect a five-building 
megadevelopment, arguing 
that its tallest 986-foot tower 
needs to shrink by more than 
300 feet before it can rise.

But the beep’s June 15 rec-
ommendation that the city “dis-
approve with conditions” the 
upzoning request for 80 Flat-
bush could open the door to ne-
gotiations with builder Alloy 
Development about its contro-
versial project, and the types 
of revisions needed for critics 
to embrace it, according to the 
leader of a group opposing the 
scheme as is.

“If Alloy would take these 
recommendations we’d be very 
happy to have a conversation 
with it about how this plays 
out,” said Boerum Hill Asso-
ciation president Howard Ko-
lins. “We’d love to see that plan, 
and hopefully see it’s a starting 
point, not a done deal.”

Alloy wants to rezone a plot 
of land bounded by Flatbush 
and Third avenues and State 
and Schermerhorn streets in 
order to erect a complex that 
includes newly constructed 
986- and 560-foot towers and 
a separate two-school facility 
built from the ground up, as 
well as two restored proper-
ties already on site. In addition 
to new classrooms, the com-
plex would boast cultural and 
commercial spaces along with 
900 residential units, 200 of 
which will be so-called af-
fordable housing, according 
to the builder.

But in order to proceed, the 
city must green-light the devel-
oper’s request to nearly triple 
the land’s allowable floor-area 
ratio — a zoning measurement 
abbreviated as FAR that de-
termines how high a structure 
can be relative to the size of 
the land it is on — from 6.5 to 
18, which is roughly one-third 
larger than the citywide cap of 

Upward momentum
Beep rejects rezoning for 80 Flatbush complex, but 
suggests some tweaks that could lead to compromise

he called quality-of-life mea-
sures to mitigate the project’s 
effects on locals who live on 
the blocks immediately sur-
rounding 80 Flatbush.

And he wants Alloy big-
wigs to cough up cash to help 
fund a new subway entrance 
that would connect the com-
plex to the nearby Atlantic Av-
enue-Barclays Center hub in 
order to reduce congestion at 
existing stations and promote 
public transit.

Kolins applauded the beep’s 
suggestions, noting that imple-
menting them all would result 
in a much different project — 
one he and fellow critics would 
need to see before they could 
believe in its potential to ben-
efit the area.

“He made a lot of recom-
mendations and it remains to 
be seen how those would be 
acted upon,” he said. “What 
is the project when all recom-
mendations are taken into ac-
count? That is what’s hard to 
discern.”

An Alloy rep declined to 
comment on whether it would 
break ground on a development 
that includes all of Adams’s 
recommendations, but a big-
wig at the firm embraced the 
beep’s feedback as a win none-
theless.

“We appreciate that the de-
cision reflects the widespread 
support we’ve received for the 
project, both in the neighbor-
hood and citywide,” said Jared 
Della Valle. 

Adams’s disapproval with 
conditions followed Commu-
nity Board 2’s outright rejec-
tion of the scheme back in May, 
which the lone board member 
in support of the development 
 called short-sighted at the time , 
because it left no room for ne-
gotiations.

The City Planning Commis-
sion will next vote on Alloy’s 
rezoning application follow-
ing its June 13 hearing on the 
proposal — which an Alloy 
rep said drew more support-
ers than opponents — before 
the request moves onto Coun-
cil, and ultimately Mayor De-
Blasio.

12 for buildings with below-
market-rate housing.

And Kolins and other 
Boerum Hillers from day one 
charged the project’s massive 
towers are out of context with 
their neighborhood’s many 
 landmarked brownstones just 
blocks away  — a complaint 
Adams echoed when reject-
ing the current scheme, cit-
ing the need to maintain the 
integrity of blocks surround-
ing 80 Flatbush as just as im-
portant as the development’s 
public good.

“My goal is to realize the 
perfect combination of ad-
dressing the need to create af-
fordable housing — the most 
critical issue facing Brook-
lyn — while simultaneously 
taking into consideration the 

history of the neighborhood,” 
Adams said in his purely advi-
sory recommendation, which 
he delivered on the heels of his 
 April 30 public hearing  on 80 
Flatbush. 

The beep suggested Alloy 
cap its taller tower at just 600 
feet so that its height more 
closely mirrors that of its al-
ready standing neighbor,  the 
610-foot Hub building on 
Schermerhorn Street , which 
is currently the borough’s tall-
est high-rise.   

Adams also proposed minor 
changes — which included re-
locating  the complex’s loading 
dock from Flatbush Avenue to 
Schermerhorn Street  and mov-
ing the entrance to one of the 
schools to the Third Avenue–
side of the development — that 

Borough President Ad-
ams rejected Alloy De-
velopment’s rezoning 
application for its con-
troversial 80 Flatbush 
complex “with condi-
tions” — potentially 
opening the door to a 
discussion about revi-
sions to the project that 
could earn the support 
of its vocal opponents.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’ll have his hot dogs and cake, and eat 
them too! A rising star is looking to rip 
the Mustard Belt from reigning cham-

pion Joey “Jaws” Chestnut at this year’s Na-
than’s Famous Fourth of July International 
Hot Dog-Eating Contest in Coney Island. 
Competitive eater Carmen Cincotti, who hails 
from faraway New Jersey, has been stuffing 
his face with franks all year in an effort to 
out-eat Chestnut on the big day, after his  sec-
ond place disgrace  last year, he said. 

“It’s been a long year of practice and I’m 
excited to see what I can do,” said Cincotti. 
“You can practice all you want, but when 
you get on that stage it’s a different game. 
I’m going to get as prepared as I can be 
and give Joey some hell.”

Cincotti, who is just 24 years old, says 
he plans to down more than 70 dogs during 
his struggle to beat the 72 frankfurters that 
Chestnut devoured during the glamorous 
10-minute competition last year. 

“I keep my number close to my chest, I 
don’t need Joey knowing how high I’m gonna 
hit — over 70 would be nice,” he said. 

The aspiring champion says this year 
he really started upping his training game 
to dethrone Chestnut, a 10-time winner of 
the coveted trophy, after coming within a 
dozen dogs of the trophy last year.

“The past couple of years has been very 
casual,” said Cincotti. “It wasn’t until last 
year when I hit 60 that I was like ‘Wait a 
minute, there’s actually hope for me!’ And 
this year I definitely increased the frequency 
and seriousness of my practices.”

Cincotti says he frequently fires up some 
fresh franks and practices chowing down 
in order to get ready for the moment the 

inimitable announcer blows his horn — 
and he hopes the crowds will go wild and 
help push him towards a win.

“I hope they taste good, the crowd is 
into it, and if they are I’m going to have a 
good day,” he said. 

July 4 is also Cincotti’s 25th birthday, 
so even after a stomach full of wieners, the 
long-time fan of the competition is going to 
save some room to celebrate, he said.

“Every year on my birthday, I’d turn it 
on and watch the contest,” said Cincotti. 
“I’m gonna try to keep a little room in the 
tank for beer and cake.”

Marching in

Bring your appetite!
Brooklyn’s most beloved and chaotic brass 

ensemble will march into a Bushwick venue on 
June 22 to launch its latest record, titled “Run-
ning Through with the Sadness.” The saxophone 
player for the  Hungry March Band  said that the 
new album captures the orchestra’s energetic live 
sound, in part because the members recorded their 
individual parts over a backing track of the whole 
band, letting them get lost in the music. 

“You could crank up the full sound of the 
band, do your part, and totally get into it,” said 
Jason Candler, who also produced the album. 
“It’s a different sounding record than having 
the band record at once in a room.”

Hungry March Band will play songs from the 
new album at the release party at Bushwick’s 
Market Hotel. The record showcases the band’s 
eclectic and diverse influences, opening  with 
“Ghost Puppy,” a super-fast number that builds 
from a drum roll at the start. Other songs are more 
melodic and slower, including “Whichawhicha,” 
which shows the ensemble’s ska influences.

The band formed in 1997 to play at the Coney 
Island Mermaid Parade, and its style has evolved 
over the years, said Candler. The group began 
with a very strong Balkan influence, and later 
began to incorporate Latin sounds as different 
members joined the group, which usually has 
about 18 performers.

“We have people in the band who are like mu-
sicologists, they learned about different styles 
and brought them in,” he said. “It’s an ever-
changing, amorphous band.”

Candler is excited to finally play the album’s 
songs for Brooklyn, because of the hours and hours 
he poured into mixing and producing the tracks. 

“Recording 18 people takes longer than you 
think,” he said. 

At the Market Hotel show, most of the band 
members will fit on the stage, but some will 
dance among the crowd. One of the group’s 
founding members said that she is particularly 
excited about the show because the group will 
play alongside opening acts the Ladrones and 
tubafresh, which can help widen the appeal of 
brass music. 

“We really draw inspiration from the strength 
of New York,” said band leader Sara Valentine. 
“It’s great to combine their styles with ours.”

Hungry March Band at Market Hotel (1140 
Myrtle Ave. between Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, www.facebook.com/mar-
kethotel). June 22 at 8 pm. $12. 
 — Adam Lucente

M U S I C

This food fest is fresher than ever!
The Kings County–focused food and bever-

age trade show Brooklyn Eats trade show will 
return on June 28 at a new location with new 
vendors — and plenty of new opportunities 
for curious foodies. The Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce will host its annual food exhibition 
at Bklyn Studios at City Point Downtown, and 
visitors will finally be able to buy full dishes, 
rather than just snack on samples, said a spokes-
woman for the chamber

“This year we’re excited it’s going to be at 
Bklyn Studios, and also for the first time our 
exhibitors will be able to sell their product, so 
you won’t just have to 
sample,” she said.

Of the 57 vendors 
registered for the show, 
nearly half are new to the 
food fest. One of the pop-
ular returning retailers 
is a Bushwick company 
that sells a combination 
of crackers and cookies, 
dubbed “crack cookies.” 
The owner of Legally Ad-
dictive says that this will be her third time at the 
show, and that she is thrilled to share the latest 
version of the long-lasting family treat.”

“We’re the only ones in the country that make 
a shelf-stable version of cracker cookies without 
preservatives, and that is one way in which we 
are unique,” said Laura Shafferman.

She plans to demonstrate some of Legally 
Addictive’s new products, including a rainbow 
sprinkle and confetti treat, a peppermint crunch 
holiday version, and a new flavor that will be 
revealed at the show.

Shafferman says she eager to debut her new 
products for newcomers and regulars, and to in-
troduce the soft-and-crunchy crack cookie phe-
nomenon to more Brooklynites. 

“This texture is not something people have 
had before,” she said. “We really love this show 
and last year was great for us, so I’m really look-
ing forward to it.”

Brooklyn Eats at Bklyn Studios at City Point 
[445 Albee Sq. West between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets Downtown, www.brooklyneats.
com]. June 28; 10 am–4 pm. $10 (kids free). 
 — Alexandra Simon

Cracking up
F O O D  F E S T

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

A
n old festival learns new flicks!

When the International Af-
rican Arts Festival returns to 

Brooklyn for the 47th time this month, 
it will add a new element — a docu-
mentary film festival. The chairman 
of the Festival, running at Commo-
dore Barry Park in Fort Greene from 
June 30 to July 4, said that adding 
movies to the annual celebration of 
African music and culture has been 
in the works for a long time. 

“It’s been something we’ve dis-
cussed for years,” said Segun Sha-
baka. “It’s going to feature films from 
all over the African Diaspora,”

The schedule is still being finalized, 
said Shabaka, but two or three films 
will screen during each day of the fes-
tival, for a total of 12 to 15 films.

Shabaka hopes the films, which are 

all documentaries or focused on a par-
ticular time period, will give viewers 
a new look at the African continent 
and its people. 

“We’re trying to bring in a historical 
perspective for the audience — that’s 
the objective,” said Shabaka.

In addition to the movies, the festival 
will feature Brooklyn dance troupes 
KowTeff African Dance Company 
and Ishangi Family African Danc-
ers, along with a market area for Af-
rican crafts, and musicians from Cuba, 
Cape Verde, U.S. Virgin Islands, and 

Trinidad and Tobago.
The festival’s opening night will 

feature a tribute to jazz musician John 
Coltrane, performed by the Reggie 
Workman Ensemble.

The festival prides itself celebrat-
ing the wide variety of African cul-
tures represented in Brooklyn, said 
Shabaka.

“We are truly a pan-African cele-
bration. We have different food ven-
dors, artisans, patrons, performers, 
and everybody diverse in the African 
world, so we pull in a diverse crowd,” 
said Shabaka. “We are preserving and 
honoring our heritage, and this is a cel-
ebration of African culture — from 
Africa to its Diaspora.”

The festival’s theme this year is sol-
idarity, and a series of panels on June 
30 will discuss common issues that 
affect people of African descent all 
around the world. Shabaka sees soli-
darity as vital to the festival’s goal of 
celebrating and bringing together all 
sorts of Diasporic cultures. 

“Every year we pick a theme that 
is relevant to the African world and 
when we think about what we should 
be doing — it’s solidarity,” he said. 
“It should be on our minds, because 
we have to keep finding ways to come 
together as African people, and see 
our struggle as a collective. Culture is 
just one of the ways we celebrate each 
other and who we are, and this is like 
a celebration towards solidarity.”

Food fi ghter!
Chestnut challenger hopes to prevail at hot dog contest

Movie history
African arts festival adds 
documentaries to lineup

Nathan’s Famous Fourth of July 
International Hot Dog-Eating Con-
test [1310 Surf Ave. at Stillwell Ave-
nue in Coney Island, (718) 333–2202, 
www.nathansfamous.com]. July 4 at 
11 am. Free.

H O T  D O G S

International African Arts Fes-
tival at Commodore Barry Park 
[Navy Street between Flushing 
and Park avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 638–6700, www.iaafestival.
org]. June 30–July 4, 10 am–9 pm. 
$5 suggested donation ($2 kids).

F E S T I VA L

Fan-tastic: The five-day run of the International African Arts Festi-
val, opening on June 30 in Fort Greene, will feature a large market 
with African clothing and crafts.
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Chomp champ: At this year’s Nathan’s Famous Fourth of July Hog Dog Eating Contest, challenger Carmen Cincotti hopes to topple reigning champion Joey Chestnut.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 22

Bottom’s up!
Smith Street Stage 
looks at Shake-
speare’s mythical 
story of fairies and 
star-crossed lovers 
through the eyes of 
everyday New York-
ers in its production 
of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” 
which officially opens 
tonight. 

7:30 pm in Carroll Park 
(Carroll Street at Smith 
Street in Carroll Gardens, 
www.smithstreetstage.
org). Free.

SATURDAY
June 23

Game day
Check out a film shot, 
set, and screening in 
Sunset Park! “En El 
Septimo Dia” follows 
seven days in the life 
of Jose, a bicycle 
delivery worker 
scheduled to work on 
the same day that his 
soccer team plays in 
the Sunset Park finals. 
Filmmaker Jim McKay 
and some of the cast 
members will discuss 
the movie after the 
screening.

8 pm at Pier 4 of Brooklyn 
Army Terminal (140 58th 
St. at First Avenue in 
Sunset Park, www.roof-
topfilms.com). Free with 
RSVP.

SUNDAY
June 24

Cheesy 
holiday
Sacre bleu! It is Saint 
Jean-Baptiste Day! 
This is a very impor-
tant public holiday 
celebrated in the 
Canadian province of 
Quebec for some rea-
son. Why it matters to 
you: Canadian bar 
UpNorth will give 
away free poutine all 
day! So come get 
your fill of french 
fries, gravy, and 
cheese curds!

2 pm–4 am at UpNorth 
[17 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 
456–1700, www.upnorth-
bk.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
June 26

Funny girl
Comedian Kerry Cod-
dett hosts the second 
installment of this 
new monthly stand-
up series, where teen-
age girls share the 
stage with profes-
sional funny women. 
Tonight features 
Negin Farsad, Jordan 
Carlos, Maeve Press, 
and Ruby Karp, the 
16-year-old author of 
“Earth Hates Me,” 
among others.

7:30 pm at the 
Williamsburg Hotel [96 
Wythe Ave. at N. 10th 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 362–8100], www.
thewilliamsburghotel.
com. $10.

WEDNESDAY
June 27

Poor Ezra
It’s a celebration of the 
1990s tonight in Coney 
Island! Alt-rockers Bet-
ter Than Ezra will open 
for Barenaked Ladies, 
who will bust out their 
songs about Kraft din-
ner, Chinese chicken, 
and non-food–related 
topics. Singer-song-
writer KT Turnstall also 
plays — she’s great, 
but kind of ruins the 
’90s theme we’ve got 
going on.

7 pm at Ford 
Amphitheater, 3052 West 
21st Street at the 
Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, www.fordamphi-
theaterconeyisland.com. 
$15–$173.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 22
ART, “MELTING AWAY”: An exhibit 

of Ciril Jazbec’s photos of the arctic 
and the effects of climate change on 
the Inuit communities in Greenland. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. United Photo In-
dustries Gallery (16 Main Street, Gal-
lery B, between Plymouth and Water 
Streets in Dumbo). 

MUSIC, LADYLAND: An all-night 
outdoor queer music festival, Pride 
party, and rave. With performances 
from Eve, Sophie, Tommie Genesis, 
and many more. $65–$75. 5 pm–4 
am. Brooklyn Mirage (140 Stewart 
Ave. at Meserole Street in Bushwick), 
www.ladylandfestival.com. 

FILM, THE ART OF THE SCORE: A live 
movie scoring competition, where 
three contestants perform a score 
to a six-minute clip of “Sweet Sweet-
back’s Baaadaaasss Song.” Free. 
6 pm. Fort Greene Park (Dekalb 
Avenue at Washington Park in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, REVEREND HORTON HEAT: 
With opening acts Big Sandy, Lara 
Hope and The Ark-Tones. $10–$25. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, “TANYA SOLOMON, 
TRUTH ASSASSIN”: The magician 
performs her one-woman show be-
fore taking it on the road. $15 ($12 
in advance). 8 pm. Cloud City (85 N 
First Street between Berry Street 
and BARC Avenue in Williamsburg). 

MUSIC, EXPANDING TRADITIONS 
CONCERT: Brooklyn Arts Council 
presents a night of music from Haiti 
and Syria, featuring Fanmi Asòtò and 
Takht Al-Nagham. Free. 8 pm. (22 
Boerum Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown), www.brooklynartscoun-
cil.org. 

MUSIC, EARNEST GALLOWS: The 
Brooklyn metal-pop band plays its 
monthly show at the Well. $10. 9 pm. 
The Well [272 Meserole St. between 
Waterbury Street and Bushwick 
Place in Bushwick, (347) 338–3612], 
www.thewellbrooklyn.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, QUEER CONEY: An ex-
tremely gay edition of the Burlesque 
on the Beach series. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th St. in Coney 
Island). 

SAT, JUNE 23
MUSIC, SUN RA ARKESTRA: An af-

ternoon, outdoor session with drink 
specials. Free. 2 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, “VOCALS IN THE DARK”: A 
multi-layered vocal and sound piece 
performed in the dark. From French 
composer Muriel Louveau. Voluntary 
donation. 3 pm, 4 pm, and 5 pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. John’s Place be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

MUSIC, SONGWRITER DEATH-
MATCH: Four musicians play four 
songs each in one fun, fast-moving 
show. Free. 6 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

FUND-RAISER, NORTH BROOKLYN 
BOAT CLUB SUMMER SOLSTICE 
BENEFIT PARTY: Food, bands play-
ing on shipping containers, and sit-
ting by the fi re. All proceeds benefi t 
community programming on the 
waterways of New York City. $5. 6 
pm. North Brooklyn Boat Club (51 
Ash St. at McGuinness Boulevard in 
Greenpoint), www.northbrooklyn-
boatclub.org. 

MUSIC, SOUTHERN CULTURE ON 
THE SKIDS: With Dumptruck. $15. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, QUEER ART PRIDE ALUMNI 
ART JAM: A night of live music, 
performance art, music video 
screenings, and more, hosted by the 
Illustrious Blacks. $12. 11 pm. Wythe 
Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 460–
8000], www.wythehotel.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–$89. 

7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–$125. 

8 pm.

WED, JULY 11
MUSIC, GOT7: $59–$249. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13
RELIGION, JOEL OSTEEN: $15. 

2:30 pm and 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 14
MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: $59–

$205. 7:30 pm.

MON, JULY 16
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: $61–$316. 

7 pm.

MON, JULY 27
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 7 pm.

TUE, JULY 28
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 3 pm.

WED, AUG 1
RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

THU, AUG 2
RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

SAT, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER: 

$51–$156. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$550–$600. 6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Brooklyn Paper incorporates the following newspapers:

 Brooklyn Heights Paper, Downtown News,

Park Slope Paper, Sunset Park Paper, Windsor Terrace Paper,

Carroll Gardens–Cobble Hill Paper,

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill Paper,

Bay Ridge Paper, Bensonhurst Paper,

Bushwick Paper, Greenpoint Paper, Williamsburg Paper

Published weekly at
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn NY 11201 (718) 260–2500

Online at www.BrooklynPaper.com

CEO
Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
Jennifer Goodstein

EDITORIAL STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Vince DiMiceli (718) 260–4508

DEPUTY EDITOR
Anthony Rotunno (718) 260–8303

ARTS EDITOR
Bill Roundy (718) 260–4507

STAFF REPORTERS
Julianne Cuba (718) 260–4577
Colin Mixson (718) 260–4505

ADVERTISING STAFF
DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Gayle H. Greenberg  (718) 260–4585
Jay Pelc  (718) 260–2570
Andrew Mark (718) 260–2578
OFFICE MANAGER 
Lisa Malwitz (718) 260–2594

PRODUCTION STAFF 
ART DIRECTOR
Leah Mitch (718) 260–4510
WEB DEVELOPER & ILLUSTRATOR
Sylvan Migdal (718) 260–4509
PRODUCTION ARTIST
Earl Ferrer (718) 260–2528

E-mail news and arts releases to newsroom@cnglocal.com
E-mail calendar listings to calendar@cnglocal.com
E-mail nightlife listings to nightlife@cnglocal.com
To e-mail a staff member, use first initial last name @cnglocal.com

HOW TO 
 CONTACT 
THE PAPER

© Copyright 2018 Courier Life, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

 Unsolicited submissions become the property of Courier Life, Inc. and 
may be used, copied, sublicensed, adapted, transmitted, distributed, 

publicly performed, published, displayed or deleted as Courier Life, Inc. 
sees fi t.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing, Courier Life, Inc. will not give 
any compensation, credit or notice of its use of unsolicited submissions.

PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Bond boy: Neo-soul crooner 
Sam Smith, who won an Os-
car for his James Bond theme 
song “Writing’s on the Wall,” 
will play Barclays Center on 
June 27.
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WATCH A FREE MOVIE ON THE SHIP’S FLIGHT DECK, 
UNDER THE STARS! ENJOY VIEWS OF THE HUDSON 
RIVER AND CITY SKYLINE WHILE YOU WATCH OLD 
AND NEW FAVORITES ON THE BIG SCREEN. 
Learn more: intrepidmuseum.org/movie-series.

PIER 86, WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE
intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted under applicable 
law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, displayed, performed or played 
without permission of the copyright holder.                                                    

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Friday, June 29:  Wonder Woman (2017)

Friday, July 13:   Friday the 13th (1980)

Friday, July 27:   Dunkirk (2017)

Friday, August 10:  Ghostbusters (1984)

Friday, August 24:  Community Choice Pick!

Cast your vote for the last movie at
intrepidmuseum.org/movievote.
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FREE!

WIN TICKETS 

FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN

www.cnglocal.com/angels

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn is becoming 
Brew-klyn!

Over the last 10 
years, the number of brew-
eries in Kings County has 
overflowed, from just three 
in 2009 (Brooklyn Brewery, 
Sixpoint, and Kelso) to more 
than 20 today. There is no sign 
that the trend is slowing down 
— over the next few months, 
three established brewer-
ies will start making suds in 
Brooklyn: Braven Brewing, 
Grimm Ales, and Stillwater 
Artisanal Ales.

The brewer behind Stillwa-
ter, which has spent the last 
eight years creating award-
winning beers as a “gypsy 
brewer,” renting equipment 
at various commercial brew-
eries, says that opening in the 
borough of Kings is a natu-
ral fit.

“Brooklyn is one of the 
hottest, most cosmopolitan 
places in the world right now; 
with Stillwater being a rather 
‘global’ brand, it made sense 
to proverbially put down roots 
where so many of the worlds 
cultures have representation,” 
said Brian Strumke. “It also 
helps that we live in Brook-
lyn, in Williamsburg.”

Strumke has grand plans for 
his upcoming facility, called 
“Production” and opening in 
Greenpoint in the fall. 

“It’s ultimately going to 
be one large Willy Wonka-
style factory, where we can 
dream up new ideas, and bring 
them to life,” he said. Having 
his own space will allow for 
barrel-aging beers and experi-
menting with new cultures of 
yeast — things that cannot be 
done when using other peo-
ple’s equipment. 

Grimm Ales, which began 
in the Gowanus apartment of 
its founders, Lauren and Joe 
Grimm, has also spent time as 
a gypsy brewer. Its new brew-
ery and taproom, opening on 
the border of Williamsburg and 
Bushwick in July, will allow 

the couple to expand produc-
tion, increase experimentation, 
and debut new styles of beers, 
they said. 

Keeping all of the produc-
tion in-house will not only 
give them more control over 
the brewing process, but also 
how it is served, said Lauren 
Grimm.

“It means a lot to our busi-

ness, in terms of inviting cus-
tomers to our own tap room 
and being able to present our 
beer in the best light possi-
ble at our bar,” she said. “It 
also enables us to have more 
control and oversight during 
the brewing and fermentation 
processes.”

Braven Brewing was 
founded in 2013 with the goal 

of opening a space in Bush-
wick, and those plans will fi-
nally bear fruit in July, said its 
co-founder. 

“This was always our goal 
from the beginning — every-
thing that we’ve done until now 
has been for the purpose of 
having our own space,” said 
brewer Marshall Thompson.

He and his business part-

ner have taken over an old 
bar and music venue, Lan-
tern Hall‚ installing brewing 
tanks in the space formerly 
occupied by a stage. Occupy-
ing an existing space makes 
its easier to put in a taproom, 
said Thompson.

“There’s basically every-
thing you need for a restau-
rant,” he said. “We just need 
to upgrade the power for the 
brewing equipment and im-
prove the drains.” 

Braven’s most popular vari-
eties, including the Bushwick 
Pilsner and the White IPA, will 
continue to be brewed in off-
site in Connecticut, but the new 
space will give the brewers 
a chance to experiment with 
small batches, and to team up 
with other businesses, said 
Thompson. 

“It frees us up to do collab-
orations with restaurants, and 
other spirits, and we’re talk-
ing to bands about collaborat-
ing on a beer,” he said. “When 
you have small batches, you 
can make new batches all time 
and not be paranoid that it’s 
not going to sell.”

And having a surge of new 
breweries just offers more 
chances to collaborate and 
work together, said Thomp-
son. 

“For us in Brooklyn, it’s 
great,” he said. “We love hav-
ing more breweries!”

It’s a brewing bonanza
Three beer makers set to open soon in Brooklyn

Braven Brewing (52 
Harrison Place between 
Knickerbocker and Mor-
gan avenues in Bushwick, 
w w w.b r aven brew ing .
com). Opening in July.

Grimm Ales (990 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Catherine Street and Mor-
gan Avenue in Williams-
burg, www.grimmales.
com). Opening in July.

Stillwater Artisanal Ales 
(321 Kingsland Ave. at 
Norman Avenue in Green-
point, www.stillwater-
artisanal.com). Opening 
in the fall.

B E E R S !

A Braven new world: (Clockwise from top) Stillwater Artisanal Ales founder 
Brian Strumke is in the process of turning this two-level, junk-filled Greenpoint 
space into a brewery, taproom, and event space called Production. Joe and 
Lauren Grimm, the couple behind Grimm Ales, plan to open their new tap-
room and brewery in Williamsburg in early July. And Marshall Thompson, a co-
founder of Braven Brewery, stands in front of his new taproom and brewery, 
opening in Bushwick in the very near future.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the 
Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% 
for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at 
any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal 
and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum 
deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing 
Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

18-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Ben Verde
for Brooklyn Paper

P
eanuts, Cracker Jack — 
and swag!

The action on the 
field is not the only reason 
fans flock to MCU Park. 
The Cyclones baseball team 
is also known for its fantastic 
giveaways and promotional 
nights! Almost every game 
at the minor league ballfield 
this summer will feature a 
special event, with fireworks 
every Friday, chances to run 
the bases, and giveaways of 
t-shirts, bobble-heads, hats, 
and bagels!

 
July 14 – Grateful Dead

Deadheads rejoice! The 
Clones will host a perfor-
mance by Grateful Dead trib-
ute band Dead Meat and give 
away groovy Dancing Bear 
bobbleheads as well as tie-
dye baseballs. MCU will also 
host pre-game yoga.

July 15 – Marvel
Wakanda forever! The 

first 2,000 fans through 
the gates for the 4 pm game 
against Williamsport will re-
ceive a free “Black Panther” 
bobblehead, and anyone in a 
superhero outfit can join the 
Cyclones on the field during 
the national anthem. The 4 
pm game is also a “Bark in 
the Park” day, so visitors can 
bring their dogs to join them 
in the bleachers. 

July 22 – Bagels
 On July 22 the Clones 

will shed their grey-blue out-
fits and become the Brook-
lyn Bagels for a day. Fans can 
purchase the “brunch pack-
age” with their tickets and 
nosh on bagels and coffee 
at the 1 pm game. 

And the first 2,000 fans 
in attendance will receive a 
free Brooklyn Bagels t-shirt 
and a bagel neck pillow (no 
joke there!).

Aug. 4 – “Seinfeld”
The annual “Seinfeld” 

Night is by far the most pop-
ular game of the season, and 
for good reason! This year, 
Steve Hytner, who played 
Jerry’s nemesis Kenny Bania 
on the show about nothing, 
will be at the stadium, and 
fans can purchase a limited-
edition talking Bania bobble-
head (“That’s gold!”). 

And the season’s greatest 
freebie will go to the first 
2,000 fans: a talking Keith 
Hernandez alarm clock, 
which gently rouses fans 
with “Who does this guy 
think he is? I’m Keith Her-
nandez! And I hope you have 
a great day, pretty boy.” 

Aug. 25 – “Star Wars”
A borough tradition, “Star 

Wars” night at MCU is the 
most over-the-top spectacle 
the stadium hosts, featuring 
actors in costume acting 
out ambitious, non-canoni-
cal plotlines. This year will 

feature more of those perfor-
mances, and the first 2,000 
fans to join the MCU Park 
Side will receive a handsome 
“Dark Side” jersey.

Aug. 30 – “The Office”
“Office” night has it all. 

Creed Bratton, the eccentric 
actor who played a fictional-
ized version of himself on the 
hit sitcom, will make an ap-
pearance, and fans can pur-
chase a bobblehead of Brat-
ton for $30. The night will be 
jam-packed with activities, 
including a “Fettucini 5K,” 
in which participants load up 
on carbs and race around the 
bases, and “Paint like Pam,” 
where you can paint a picture 
of the ballpark. The Cyclones 
will hang their favorite Park 
portrait in the stadium’s re-
ception area.

All games at MCU Park 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5596, www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. $10–$19.

An MCU perk
The best promotional nights 
during the Cyclones season

Bad guy: Darth Vader made an appearance during 
an onfield battle between Jedi and Sith forces at a 
previous “Star Wars” night.
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FAMILY, TUFFY TIGER’S PUP-
PET FESTIVAL: A family fes-
tival with arts and crafts, ac-
tivities, and performances. 
Free. 11 am. (Fourth St. at 
Fifth Ave. near Old Stone 
House in Park Slope), www.
puppetryarts.org. 

FAMILY, KARINA RYKMAN’S 
FUNK REVUE FOR KIDS: 
Hosted by The Rock and 
Roll Playhouse. Free. 12:30 
pm. Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second and 
Third Avenues in Sunset 
Park). 

THEATER, “SURVIVAL CODES 
— TO DREAM A WORLD”: 
Brooklyn Music School pres-
ents a new play that is an 
expression of hope amidst 
decades of anti-Semitism 
and protest. $20 ($15 BMS 
Students and Parents). 3 
pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660]. 

ART, “NEW PORTRAITS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
A series of paintings and 
drawings depicting the 
beauty and the sensual-
ity of men and women, by 
Fernando Carpaneda. Free. 
7 pm. MF Gallery [213 Bond 
St. between Butler and Bal-
tic streets in Gowanus, (917) 
446–8681], www.mfgallery.
net. 

ART, “BLOW AGAINST THE 
WALLS”: A performance by 
artist duo Antonello Ghezzi 
to protest physical barriers 
around the world. Free. 7–9 
pm. Wayfarers (1109 Dekalb 
Ave. at Malcolm X Boule-
vard in Bushwick), www.
brooklynwayfarers.org. 

FISCHERSPOOONER: The 
electroclash duo plays as 
part of the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. DJ Juli-
ana Huxtable opens. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

COMEDY, TRIGGER PLAY: A 
free comedy show featur-
ing David Drake, Kenice 
Mobley, Pranav Behari, and 
more. Free. 7:30 pm. Pine 
Box Rock Shop [12 Grattan 
St. between Bogart Street 
and Morgan Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 366–6311], 
www.pineboxrockshop.
com. 

FILM, “PLANET OF THE VAM-
PIRES”: Film screening. $15. 
8 pm. Coney Island Museum 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th St. 
in Coney Island). 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH: 
Up Up and Away: $15. 10 
pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore (1208 Surf Ave. at W 
12th St. in Coney Island). 

SUN, JUNE 24
THEATER, “SUESSICAL”: 

The Brooklyn Theatre 
Club, which casts audience 
members in speaking roles 
alongside the actors, pres-
ents the magical, musical 
extravaganza based on Dr. 
Seuss. $15. 2 pm. Much-
mores (2 Havemeyer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williams-
burg), www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. LOWELL 
SPINNERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 4 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FILM, “JUMANJI — WEL-
COME TO THE JUNGLE”: 
A free outdoor screening 
of the family fi lm starring 
Dwayne Johnson, Kevin 
Hart and Jack Black. Free. 
8:30 pm. Sheepshead 
Playground [Avenue Z and 
Nostrand Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 965–8942]. 

MON, JUNE 25
READING, DRAG QUEEN 

STORY HOUR: Lola Lemon 
reads to kids. $10. 3 pm. 
The Park Church Co-op 
[129 Russell St. between 
Nassau and Driggs avenues 
in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
0854], www.parkchurch-
coop.org. 

TALK, THE (NEW) URBAN 
RESISTANCE: A look at 
progressive action at a local 
level, with Councilman Brad 
Lander, activists, and jour-
nalists. $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. LOWELL 
SPINNERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

COMEDY, THE ROAST OF 
YOUR 15 YEAR OLD SELF: 
Comedians use photos, 
old diary entries, and musi-
cal numbers to mock their 
15-year-old selves. This 
month host Alise Morales 
and guest co-host Milly 
Tamarez compete for the 
title of “World’s Worst 
Teen.”” $10 ($8 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night com-
edy show welcomes Abbi 
Crutchfi eld, Jason Burke, 
Sara Hennessy, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, JUNE 26
TALK, SEX VS. SPIRIT: A dis-

cussion of the intersec-
tion between members of 
the queer community and 
religious faith. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, “STRONG SAD” 
ALBUM RELEASE CON-
CERT: Violist Jonah Sirota 
celebrates his debut solo 
album. $25. 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

FILM, BACK TO THE BEACH 
SUMMER SAMPLER: An 
anthology of short animated 
fi lms about the beach.$16. 
7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

MUSIC, MESHELL NDEGEO-
CELLO: The Grammy-nom-
inated bassist and singer 
performs. $35–$45. 8 pm. 
Murmrr Theatre (17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Grand Army 
Plaza and Underhill Avenue 
in Prospect Heights), www.
murmrr.com. 

COMEDY, GRANDBABY 
COMEDY: Join Mary Cella, 
Cara Weinberger and Brian 
Bahe on Tuesdays for their 
weekly comedy showcase. 
Free. 8 pm. Baby Grand 
Brooklyn [55 McGuinness 
Blvd. South at Newton 
Street in Greenpoint, (347) 
463–9106], https://www.
facebook.com/Grandbaby-
Comedy. 

COMEDY, THIS IS IT WITH 
CHRIS & CHRIS: A new 
variety show featuring 
comedians Ophira Eisen-
berg, Emmy Blotnick, and 
Ben Wasserman. $8 ($5 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, STEVIE: A witchy 
comedy show inspired by 
Stevie Nicks. Free. 8 pm. 
Our Wicked Lady (153 Mor-
gan Ave. at Meserole Street 
in Bushwick). 

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC OF DAVID BOWIE 

FOR KIDS: Hosted by the 
Rock and Roll Playhouse, 
with face painting and fun. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between 
Second and Third Avenues 
in Sunset Park). 

DANCE, CIRQUE US! STAR-
STRUCK: Nine acrobat 
planets dance among the 
stars. $20 ($18 in advance). 
7 pm. The Muse [350 Mof-
fat St. between Irving and 
Knickerbocker avenues in 
Bushwick, (929) 400–1678], 
www.themusebrooklyn.
com. 

COMEDY, FEELINGS: This 
month’s installment of the 
comedy talk show focuses 
on the feeling “Calm.” $10 
($8 in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: 
The Chicago-style stand 
up showcase features Sam 
Jay, Evan Williams, Kendall 
Farrell, and more. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], thegutterbrook-
lyn.com. 

THURS, JUNE 28
DINING, BEER FREAK SHOW: 

A weekly, reckless experi-
ment in infused beer sci-
ence. Free. 4 pm. Coney 
Island Brewery [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 996–
0019], coneyislandbeer.com. 

MUSIC, GRUPO REBOLU: Live 
at the Archway presents 
Afro-Colombian music en-
semble Grupo Rebolu. With 
a live art experience led 
by Dumbo artist Catherine 
Haggarty. Free. 6 pm. Arch-
way Under the Manhattan 
Bridge [Water Street be-
tween Anchorage Place and 
Adams Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 237–8700], dumbo.is. 

TALK, MILK!: An, in-depth 
discussion on the history 
of the human relationship 
to dairy. Brooklyn Brewery 
beer, Davey’s Ice Cream, 

and Ronnybrook drinks will 
also be available. $30. 6:30 
pm. Museum of Food and 
Drink [62 Bayard St. be-
tween Lorimer and Leonard 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–2845]. 

DANCE, THE BLUES PROJ-
ECT: A night of music and 
dance with Dorrance Dance, 
Toshi Reagon, BigLovely, 
and more. Part of the Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val. Free. 8 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], bricartsmedia.org.  

FRI, JUNE 29
FILM, “FAMILY” WITH THE 

INSANE CLOWN POSSE: 
A comedy about a 12-year-
old girl who runs away to 
become a Juggalo. Insane 
Clown Posse will perform 
after the show. $16. 8 pm. 
The Well [272 Meserole St. 
between Waterbury Street 
and Bushwick Place in Bush-
wick, (347) 338–3612], www.
thewellbrooklyn.com. 

TALK, SENIOR RESOURCE 
FAIR: Senior citizens can 
learn about legal services, 
health care, government 
and community resources, 
and more. Free. 10 am–2 
pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, BRANFORD MARSA-
LIS AND “FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS NOW”: Two 
sets from the Grammy-win-
ning saxophonist bookend a 
show of poetry and rap. Part 
of the Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, DESSA: $20. 8 pm. 
Warsaw [261 Driggs Ave. 
at Eckford Street in Green-
point, (718) 387–0505], 
www.warsawconcerts.com. 

SAT, JUNE 30
MUSIC, RICKY SKAGGS AND 

KENTUCKY THUNDER: 
With opening acts Sierra 
Hull and Justin Moses, and 
Mamie Minch. Free. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

TOUR, “SECRETS IN STONE”: 
Learn the hidden mes-
sages behind the symbols 
on old tombstones on this 
eye-opening tour. $20. 3 
pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

READING, BOOK READING 
AND SIGNING: “Julian Is a 
Mermaid,” by Jessica Love. 
$5. 5 pm. Coney Island Mu-
seum (1208 Surf Ave. at W 
12th St. in Coney Island). 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

On thin ice: This photo of an Inuit man on an ice-
berg is part of the exhibit “Melting Away,” on dis-
play through June 29 at United Photo Industries 
in Dumbo.
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 
to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into 

the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 
the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers 
finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a 
free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 
718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

Corn

1010forfor

$$199199

We are rolling our prices back
to  1998  this week only!

Visit our social media or come on down and
check out dozens more in-store specials!YEARSANNIVERSARY

EBT

Nectarines

¢¢7979lb.lb.

6/20 7AM -6/25 7PM
SALE STARTS 21 2220 23 24 25

Orange Juice
$$169169

59 oz.59 oz.

Pita Bread

6969¢¢
6 pk.6 pk.

PARVE

California
Strawberries 8989¢¢

1 lb. Pkg1 lb. Pkg

Eggplants

3939¢¢
lb.lb.

Hass Avocados

7979¢¢
ea.ea.

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Peppers

4949¢¢
lb.lb.

Gala Apples

5959¢¢
lb.lb.

Turkish Apricots
$$189189

lb.lb. 22forfor

$$44
Hummus

PARVE

Yogurt

33forfor

$$11
D

$$399399
lb.lb.

Roasted Almonds

K PARVE

Cream Cheese

22forfor

$$33
K D

Whipped Butter

22forfor

$$44
D

pect Park Alliance.
The blue-green algae is in 

part caused by phosphates in 
the city’s water supply, which 
feeds the lake, and Alliance 
leaders are working with state 
environmental inspectors to 
take weekly tests of the water, 
conservancy spokeswoman 
Lucy Gardner said.

In February 2017, the 
state awarded the Alliance 
a $390,000 grant to fund a 
study ahead of the installa-
tion of two natural-filtration 
systems meant to siphon al-

gae-causing phosphates from 
city water before it enters the 
lake.

But Gardner could not pro-
vide an update on the study 
or the filtration systems’ in-
stallation, and said her Al-
liance colleague overseeing 
the work was unavailable to 
comment.

Earlier this month,  park 
stewards debuted a new boat 
that cleans some unwanted 
plant life from the lake , but 
does nothing to combat the 
algae, Gardner said at the 
time.

Continued from page 1

MUCK...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A developer filed per-
mits for one of two residen-
tial buildings planned to rise 
as part of its redevelopment 
of Crown Heights’s Bedford-
Union Armory, even though 
a state Supreme Court judge 
has yet to rule in a case that 
could send the city-approved 
scheme back to the drawing 
board.

Builder BFC Partners on 
June 14 submitted plans for 

an eight-story, 60-unit struc-
ture on President Street be-
tween Bedford and Rogers av-
enues — the smaller of two 
residential towers in its pro-
posed multi-building com-
plex that will boast market-
rate and so-called affordable 
housing, along with a commu-
nity center, which Council and 
Mayor DeBlasio approved af-
ter a contentious months-long 
public-review process during 
which opponents blasted the 
city for supporting a deal to 

lease public land to a private 
developer.

Plans for the eight-story 
building also show it features 
storage for 35 bicycles and 
recreation space in its base-
ment, and a ground-floor in-
patient medical facility run 
by Fort Greene’s Brooklyn 
Plaza Medical Center that 
will offer “broad care” in-
cluding mental-health and 
substance-abuse services, 
according to BFC spokes-
man Sam Spokony. 

The builder will demol-
ish the ancient military struc-
ture’s stable wing — which 
held as many as 117 19th-
century horses following 
the armory’s completion in 
the 1890s — to make way for 
the smaller high-rise, accord-
ing to Spokony, who claimed 
the stables are the site’s only 
historic holdover that will be 
completely destroyed in the 
redevelopment.

The building’s 60 apart-
ments will be among the com-

plex’s total 250 below-mar-
ket-rate rentals, which will be 
offered to families and indi-
viduals making 30 to 60 per-
cent of the area’s medium in-
come, and include 25 units 
reserved for formerly home-
less people.

BFC bigwigs initially 
wanted to fill its eight floors 
with swanky condos, but the 
project’s critics slammed the 
luxury for-sale units as a 
greedy cash grab at the tax-
payer’s expense throughout 

Forward march for armory plan
Builder fi les plans for tower at C’Heights site amidst ongoing suit 

include more below-mar-
ket-rate rentals in the plan to 
earn  Crown Heights Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo’s cru-
cial support .

Still, the redeveloped ar-
mory will feature 165 mar-
ket-rate apartments along 
with the rest of the afford-
able units inside its taller 
15-story tower. BFC leaders 
filed permits for that structure 
in March, but Department of 
Buildings brass rejected them 
because they were “incom-
plete,” according to an agency 
spokeswoman, who noted it 
isn’t unusual for such plans 
to be reviewed several times 
before being approved.

The developer’s hired ar-
chitects are working to ad-
dress the city’s concerns about 

the design of the taller build-
ing, and the firm intends to re-
file plans for it soon, Spokony 
said.

Elsewhere on the property, 
BFC will retrofit the main ar-
mory building into a public 
recreation and event space that 
will feature a swimming pool, 
fitness facilities, and basket-
ball and multi-purpose courts 
— a transformation required 
in its deal to lease the land.

But everything could still 
come to a screeching halt if a 
judge rules in favor of lawyers 
at the Legal Aid Society, who 
 sued the city  the day before 
Council voted to approve the 
armory redevelopment, and 
expect a decision on the case 
to come in the next few weeks, 
according to a rep.

its public-review process, ul-
timately leading the firm to 
axe the condominiums and 

Developer BFC Partners filed plans for the shorter of two residential towers 
planned for its redevelopment of the Bedford-Union Armory last week. 
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Grand
Opening

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

She wants to solve this deli-
emma! 

The owner of a beloved Pol-
ish deli in Greenpoint may be 
forced to close the eatery this 
summer because her landlord 
upped the rent. But a fan of 
Park Deli’s fresh soups, piero-
gies, blintzes, and other fare is 
stepping in to save the old-fash-
ioned delicatessen by helping to 
find it a new space in the neigh-
borhood it has called home for 
nearly 90 years, she said.

“I believe mom-and-pop 
businesses are so important to 
our community,” said good Sa-
maritan Gina Argento. “They 
are what makes it unique.”

Argento, a co-owner of film- 
and television-production com-
pany Broadway Stages, which 
has facilities in Greenpoint, de-
scribed her affinity for the store 
at 209 Nassau Ave. — and its 
68-year-old proprietor Kry-
styna Godawa, who 11 years 
ago started running the deli 
that has changed ownership 
several times since it opened 
in the 1930s — as love at first 
bite.

“Her food is delicious,” 
she said. “You can’t argue 
with that.”

And when Godawa’s land-
lord, who declined a request for 
comment, allegedly increased 
the shop’s rent from $2,250 to 
$5,000 last April, Argento said 

An American hero!
Good Samaritan steps in to save beloved G’point deli

Park Deli owner Krystyna Godawa is looking for a new neighborhood home for 
her Greenpoint delicatessen with help from loyal patron Gina Argento.
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she offered to help pay the dif-
ference to keep its doors open, 
but claimed the landlord re-
jected the cost-sharing scheme 
so she could boot the business-
woman out.

Still, Godawa managed to 
keep the delicatessen in its 
long-time home by paying a 
month-to-month lease since the 
rent hike, but that arrangement 
could end any day now, accord-
ing to Argento, who said she 
started scouting the area for a 

new space where Godawa can 
set up her kitchen, so she can 
keep dishing up the mouth-wa-
tering Eastern European grub 
her loyal customers can’t live 
without.

“We offered to split the dif-
ference so Krystyna could pay 
what she was able to, but the 
landlord rejected that,” Argento 
said. “We’re working to find 
a new spot in Greenpoint, be-
cause we want her to remain a 
staple in the community.”

And Argento’s support 
means everything, Godawa 
said, because she puts her 
soul into cooking for patrons, 
whom she sees as her own ex-
tended family.   

“It means the world that the 
clients are the ones who are 
fighting for us to stay alive.” 
Godawa said through a transla-
tor. “This store has been here for 
so long that the first shoppers 
now come with their grand-
children.”

right into their roles as the 
grand marshals. Gaiman 
arrived royally drenched in 
bits of fishnet and sequins, 
while Palmer sported sea-
shells and feathers as his 
marine queen.

“It’s truly an honor to be 
the consort of a queen who 
will go out and shake her tail 
feathers,” Gaiman said.

And they weren’t the only 
ones showing off their fins. 
Thousands attended the event, 
making it the biggest Mer-
maid Parade to date, accord-
ing to the founder.

“Without question, we beat 
the record for attendance,” 
said Dick Zigun.

The procession included 
maritime floats from local or-
ganizations such as Coney Is-
land Brewery, the New York 
Aquarium, and the Alliance 
for Coney Island. 

And some parade-goers 
even mermified non-nauti-
cal subjects, carrying signs 
calling for “Sea-quel Rights,” 
while others dressed as “Ruth 
Wader Finsburg” and witches 
from the “Salmon Witch Tri-
als.” — with Bill Roundy

Continued from page 1

MERMAID...

Author Neil Gaiman sported his crown as King Nep-
tune while carrying his equally regal son, Ash.
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How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, and 
Caribbean Life — have been an important part of the 
Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our weekly 
newspapers let you target a specific neighborhood or 
reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household 

coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This church is taking its 
charity to the streets — lit-
erally.

Leaders at a Park Slope 
house of worship and a local 
do-gooder installed an on-
street cupboard outside the 
Prospect Avenue church that 
good Samaritans can stock 
with non-perishable foods 
and other household sup-
plies for needy passersby 
to freely take.

“When you don’t know 
how you’ll stretch that last 
dollar, and you pass by and 
see a can of tuna and some 
crackers, you can say, ‘Let’s 
just do that,’ ” said Park 
Sloper Emma Hare, who 
worked with clergy at St. 
John-St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church to create 
the curbside cabinet.

The crimson-painted cub-
pboard outside the church 
at 283 Prospect Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues, called the “Little Red 
Pantry,” was inspired by a 
similarly stocked structure 
outside a Lutheran church in 
Arkansas, which many say 

created the country’s first 
free, self-serve pantry, ac-
cording to Park Slope Rev. 
David Parsons, who with 
Hare built the cabinet out-
side his holy house.       

Parishioners and big-
hearted Brooklynites such 
as Hare routinely stock the 
cupboard with canned and 
other long-lasting foods, as 
well as staple items includ-
ing diapers, soap, and deter-
gent — often stopping by af-
ter trips to the grocery store, 
where they stock up on goods 
for their neighbors while 
shopping for themselves, 
Parsons said. 

“I see people bringing 
things on their way home 
from work, or coming up 
the hill from the Associated 
Market around the corner,” 
the reverend said. “The idea is 
you’ll buy a little extra at the 
grocery store and bring it.”

Many pantry patrons are 
long-time locals who arrived 
in Park Slope before it gen-
trified into a neighborhood 
of stroller-pushing parents 
whose kids sip  babycci-
nos , and now need a help-
ing hand to make ends meet, 

according to Parsons.
“They’re house rich, but 

not necessarily that able to 
care for themselves, and 
could use a little help,” he 
said. 

But there’s no lock on the 
cabinet that love built, and 
people can grab the items 
therein whether they truly 
need them or not, the rev-
erend said.

“In a perfect world, every 
person that takes the food 
would be someone who re-
ally needs it,” he said. “But 
in reality, there’s not going 
to be a sheriff standing by 
the pantry asking if people 
really need things.”

Anyone feeling generous 
can stock the pantry at any 
time, according to Parsons, 
who said if do-gooders ar-
rive to find its shelves full, 
they can leave their dona-
tions just inside the church’s 
doors, or on its front steps if 
those are locked.

Interested donors who 
can’t make the trip can or-
der and ship goods straight 
to the house of worship via 
the pantry’s  Amazon online 
wish list .

Street food with soul
Church’s outdoor pantry offers free grub

Rev. David Parsons built the “Little Red Pantry” outside Park Slope’s St. 
John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church.

Staten Island 3
Cyclones 1
June 15 on Staten Island

The Cyclones dropped the 
first game of the 2018 sea-
son after a no-hit by Yan-
kees starter Matt Sauer for 
six innings.

Starter Christian James had 
a solid debut on the mound 
for the Clones, pitching five 
shutout innings and allowing 
just four hits. But the Clones 
bullpen, much like that of the 
bumbling Mets, soiled James’s 
efforts. Trent Johnson gave 
up two runs in the seventh, 
one on a balk and one when 
Frederick Cuevas smacked a 
solo home run. And Ryan Sel-
mer gave one up in the eighth 
when Canaan Smith doubled 
to left field to drive in Yan-
kees second baseman Jesus 
Bastidas.

The Clones lone run was 
unearned. Jose Miguel Me-
dina, who broke the no-hit-
ter with a single to right off 
Yankee reliever Chase Hod-
son and moved to second on 
a ground out back to the box 
by Dionis Paulino,  scored on 
a throwing error by catcher 
Jerry Seitz after he stole third 
on a wild pitch.

Cyclones 7
Staten Island 0
June 16 at MCU

The Cyclones proved 
that the Mets and Yankees 
can make a trade — and the 
Mets can get the best of it — 
when Kendall Coleman, who 
came to Brooklyn in the  block-

buster deal that sent former 
Cyclone L.J. Mazzilli to the 
Yankees in April , launched 
a grand slam with one out in 
the fifth inning, leading the 
Clones to a 7–0 Opening Day 
win in front of 7,702 fans at 
MCU Park.

Coleman, the first player 
in history to play for both the 
Cyclones and the Staten Island 
Yankees, said he had some 
butterflies when he put on 
the Clones’ red, white, and 
blue for the first time, but 
settled down in time for the 
first pitch.

“I was nervous before 
the game, but as soon as the 
anthem drops and the first 
pitch is thrown it’s just an-
other game,” Coleman said. 
“Nerves are a good thing.”

And nerves didn’t get 
the best of second-year Cy-
clone Briam Campusano, the 
22-year-old Dominican who 
held the Yanks hitless in six 
innings of work.

Cyclones 4
Staten Island 2
June 17 on Staten Island

Cyclones hurler Yeudy Co-
lon held the Yankees to just 
two runs, and a late-game rally 
helped the Cyclones best the 
Evil Empire.

The Cyclones scored 
early in the game when Di-
onis Paulino singled to left 
field in the first and drove 
in David Miranda, who had 
been walked and homered, 
to make it 2–0.

The Yankees responded in 
the fourth when Canaan Smith 

Clones start out swinging

drove in Ricardo Ferreira with 
a single to right field, and tied 
it in the fifth on a Jesus Bas-
tida ground out that scored 
Frederick Cuevas.

The Clones got back on 
top late in the eighth when 
third baseman David Thomp-
son doubled to center and 
was driven in when Wagner 
Lagrange singled to make it 
3–2. The Clones tacked on a 
run in the ninth on a bases-
loaded walk, going on to 
win the game and the first 
series against the Yanks since 
2014.

Cyclones 9
Hudson Valley 7
June 18 at MCU

The Clones held off a late 
surge by the Renegades, beat-
ing Hudson Valley for the first 
time since the 2016 season. 

The Cyclones were up 6–0 

Christian James opened 
on the mound in game 
one against hated Staten 
Island Yankees.
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by the top of the third inning, 
scoring one in the first on a 
squeeze bunt by Jose Bri-
zuela, and five more in the 
second thanks to a triple by 
Jose Miquel Medina, who 
went 4-for-5, that scored 
Oliver “The Programmer” 
Pascual, followed by four 
unearned runs.

The Clones tacked on a run 
in the sixth on a single by Bri-
zuela, and one more in the sev-
enth on a Chandler Avant dou-
ble, putting our boys up 9–0 
before the rains came, delay-
ing the game for about an hour 
and waking up the Renegades 
when play resumed.

Two wild Cyclones reliev-
ers gave up three runs in the 
eighth and three more in the 
ninth making things close, but 
closer “Big” Mac Lozer got 
Erik Ostberg to line out to 
right to end the game. 

Cyclones 7
Hudson Valley 5
June 19 at MCU

The streaking Cyclones 
continued their strong start 
when they topped the Rene-
gades for the second night in 
a row and moved to 4–1 on 
the season.

The Cyclones took the 
lead in the second when Ol-
iver “The Programmer” Pas-
cual singled to drive in David 
Miranda and make it 1–0.

But Hudson Valley shot 
back in the fifth, taking the 
lead. Michael Smith’s sac-
rifice fly to deep right field 
scored Marvin Malone to tie 
it at one before shortstop Ford 

Proctor singled to center, driv-
ing in Erik Ostberg to make 
it 2-1 Renegades.

The Clones tied it back 
up in the sixth when Wagner 
Lagrange drove in Jose Bri-
zuela, who had been walked, 
with a double to center.

But Hudson Valley re-
gained the lead in the sixth 
when Trey Hair doubled to 
left, moved to third when Jac-
son McGowan reached on a 
botched fielder’s choice, and 
scored on a second fielder’s 
choice off the bat of Chris 
Betts, who reached first. Betts 
later scored on a Garrett Gio-
vannelli line drive, putting the 
Renegades up by 2. 

The Cyclones answered 
with a run in the sixth when 
Alabama native Chan-
dler Avant drove in David 
Miranda, putting the Clones 
within one. Brizuela brought 
down the house at MCU in the 
seventh when he shot a two-
run homer into the bleachers 
to put the Boys of Summer 
back in front at 5–4. 

But in the top of the eighth, 
the Renegades loaded the 
bases and Cyclones reliever 
Yeudy Colon walked in the 
tying run.

The Clones answered later 
that inning when Pascual sin-
gled to drive in Avant, who 
had singled and stolen second. 
Pascual was then driven in by 
Carlos Sanchez with a single 
to right field to cement the 
Cyclones lead at 7–5.

I killed the cat. 
At least I think I did. 
Technically, it was 

“congenitive heart failure.” Or 
was it “congenital?” Who can 
recall? After a routine neu-
tering, when you bring your 
year-old kitty in because of a 
little bleeding from the wound 
site, you don’t expect him to 
become weak and lethargic 
and then hear from the doc-
tor that he’s never going to re-
cover. Sure, you could keep 
him alive a little longer and 
pay thousands of dollars to 
the veterinary cardiologist, 
but it wouldn’t be long be-
fore…

They’d given him a pain 
pill. I hate medication, for my-
self or anyone in my family. 
I didn’t want to give the cat 
anything, but the nurse said 
“Oh, this stuff is great!”

You’d have thought she was 
on it herself. 

During the months since 
the cat died, I have convinced 
myself that cause was depres-
sion. Sure, the vet acted like he 
was born with a weak heart, 
but vets don’t know. Besides, 
it is always easier for vets to 
transfer blame from the own-
ers to the animals themselves. 
Dead cats tell no tales.

But I know. I can tell by the 
way that crazy cat looked at 
me beseechingly whenever I 
didn’t pay him enough atten-
tion. And the way he tried to 
escape all the time. He wanted 
more out of life than he could 
have in our paranoid domes-

tic situation, where we kept 
him in for fear of him get-
ting killed. 

So it is ironic that he died in 
the safety of our home.

I kept telling myself that 
he couldn’t possibly have un-
derstood that things were go-
ing to get better, that the ter-
rible cone he had to wear was 
only temporary. The lethargy 
caused by the pain pill was 
completely anathema to his 
spirited personality. Of course 
his heart broke. I’d be bro-
ken-hearted too if the person I 
trusted most let me down.

So, I am angry at myself 
not just for how he died, but 
for not doing more for him 
in his life. 

He wanted to roam free, 
and I didn’t let him.

“You killed the cat,” I say, 
and not just in the sense that 
I approved the order to put 
him down. I mean I take full 
responsibility for what hap-
pened, for waiting too long 
to neuter him, for not putting 
a cone on him right away, for 
giving him those stupid pain 
pills. In sum, I blame myself 
for not handling my dear lit-
tle crazy kitty better so that 

he might not be gone now, his 
ashes finally brought out from 
the box I’d driven around with 
in the car for months and scat-
tered ham-fistedly by that wa-
terfall in Prospect Park. 

The responsibility for other 
beings is an onerous one. 

Some days I am in such 
a dither trying to remember 
everyone’s schedules and 
who needs me for what that 
I can’t even recall what I have 
going on. When school lets 
out, it is even worse. There 
are no schedules some days 
and I have no time to myself 
to think. 

Maybe I wasn’t cut out for 
taking care of other beings. I 
think that a lot.

But it’s too late. I cannot 
turn back, nor do I think at 
this late juncture I will find 
the rule book that will explain 
to me how to do it perfectly, so 
that nothing goes wrong. As 
my husband said to me once 
during a fight, in self-defense, 
“I’m only human.” 

Someone said something 
about humans, about how im-
perfect we are. 

“To err is human, to for-
give divine.” It was Alexan-

der Pope, some 18th-century 
English poet. He figured it 
out, that whole forgiveness 
thing, and how necessary it 
is when dealing with fallible 
humans. 

But can we forgive our-
selves? The cat debacle weighs 
on me like all the other failings 
that put my kids in physical or 
mental jeopardy. Why didn’t 
I notice that they were falling 
behind? That they didn’t turn 
in homework? How could I 
have forgotten to sign that one 
up for football? Why didn’t 
I do something more, some-
thing better? 

I could beat myself up, and 
often do, which is why I med-
itate. I try to push out those 
thoughts of what I’ve done 
wrong, what I could have 
done differently by my be-
loved kitty or with my kids. 
There is no going back, there 
can be no looking forward re-
ally. There is just now. 

“It is what it is…” a friend 
used to say to me when I’d fret 
and worry. I’d get annoyed, 
like that was stupid, like of 
course I could learn from my 
mistakes and next time… But 
then, I realized: Next time I’d 
probably do something else 
wrong or stupid. 

“To err is human…” Thank 
you, Mr. Pope, for your infi-
nite wisdom. Forgiveness is, 
I guess, the best medicine, 
the divine kind. It will, ide-
ally, bring us and others to a 
better place.

I think maybe I killed the cat
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This driver is parked — 
in prison.

The motorist who crashed 
into five people crossing a 
Park Slope street in March, 
killing two kids and an  un-

No road out
Driver charged in fatal 
Slope crash stuck in Rikers

born baby , cannot make bail 
and will wait out her trial 
in New York City’s notori-
ously hellish Rikers Island 
— where one deranged in-
mate already assaulted her, 
according to her lawyer.

Dorothy Bruns’s attorney 
David Jacobs claimed an-
other prisoner with “mental 
problems” served his client 
a knuckle sandwich in a cafe-
teria at the city’s water-locked 
detention facility, arguing the 
altercation should justify low-
ering the defendant’s previ-
ously set bail from $25,000 
to $6,000 cash.

But his sob story didn’t 
sway Supreme Court Justice 
Danny Chun, who, in lieu of 
reducing Bruns’s cash bail, 

ordered she be kept in pro-
tective custody, where she’ll 
be segregated from the pris-
on’s general population for 
her safety.

Bruns is struggling to 

make bail because she can’t 
collect an income behind 
bars, according to her lawyer, 
who said her nephew is help-
ing with the cause, but has so 
far failed to raise enough col-

Driver Dorothy Bruns, center, who faces 15 years 
in prison for hitting and killing two kids and an un-
born baby while behind the wheel in Park Slope, will 
likely wait out her trial at Rikers Island because she 
is struggling to make bail.
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lateral for the $75,000 bond 
Chun imposed in order to re-
lease her from her cell.

That means she’ll likely 
have to wait out her trial — 
for which Jacobs said a date 
has yet to be set — at the bru-
tal detention center, which a 
2013  investigation  named as 
one of the country’s worst 
prisons, and Mayor DeBla-
sio is pushing to  close within 
the next decade .

“We’re far from a trial,” 
Jacobs said.

Last month,  prosecutors 
charged Bruns with reck-
less manslaughter  for hit-
ting and killing the young-
sters, claiming she got behind 
the wheel against the orders 
of her doctor, who told the 
seizure-prone driver to stay 
off the road due to her his-
tory of epileptic fits — one 
of which allegedly caused her 
to lose control of her vehicle 
and smash into the children, 
their mothers, and another 
man crossing Ninth Street at 
Fifth Avenue on  March 5 .

Bruns faces up to 15 years 
in prison if convicted.
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A STRONG, REPUTABLE BANK 
IS NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

227 Smith Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231
(718) 942-3777  

2.25% APY*
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Plus, Receive a Free Gift!

Savings Account

3-Year CD    2.70% APY**

5-Year CD    2.80% APY**             
7-Year CD    2.90% APY**

10-Year CD  3.10% APY**
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