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Your World  — Your News

INSIDE: WE GET CARTOONISH WITH OUR LATEST BAR SCRAWL

Vive la France!
French expats and local Francophiles packed a two-block stretch of Smith Street in 
Boerum Hill on July 15, the day after the European country’s national holiday Bastille 
Day, for a wine-soaked celebration of liberté, égalité, and fraternité that turned even 
more festive when France defeated Croatia to take the top prize in the 2018 World Cup 
that afternoon.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

He wants them to floor it — to Al-
bany.

State Senators must return to the cap-
ital for a special session to vote on a bill 
to double the number of speed cameras 
allowed citywide before the current cam-
era program expires on July 25, Gov. 
Cuomo demanded on July 13. 

Cuomo accused Senate Republicans 
of playing politics with kids’ lives and 
said that they must pass the legislation 
before it’s too late.

“It is unconscionable that the Senate 
put politics over protecting our children 
and left this session without passing 
this critically important legislation,” he 
said. “The lives and safety of our chil-
dren are not partisan issues, and I call 
on the Senate to return to Albany and 
pass this common-sense bill to prevent 
tragedies and heartbreak. The clock is 
ticking for the Senate Republicans to do 
the right thing — and New York fami-
lies will remember how they act.”

If the bill passes the upper house, 

Cuomo would immediately be able to 
sign it into law because the Assembly 
already passed its version of the bill on 
June 18 during the legislature’s regu-
lar session. But the state Senate never 
voted on its version because state Sen. 
Simcha Felder (D–Midwood) blocked 
it from exiting the Cities Committee, 
which he chairs because he caucuses 
with the Republican majority rather 
than his own party. 

Senate Majority Leader John Flana-
gan (R–Long Island) did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment, 
and Cuomo’s office did not immediately 
respond to an inquiry about whether 
or not he has spoken to Flanagan di-
rectly.

Cuomo’s move came  two days after 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
bowed to weeks of protests from con-
stituents demanding he call on Flana-
gan to reconvene the state Senate to 
vote on the bill . 

A Park Slope mom who held  a 24-
hour demonstration outside Golden’s 
Fifth Avenue office  to protest the pol’s 

inaction on the speed-camera legisla-
tion said the politicians had to return 
to Albany to protect more kids from 
being killed by speeding drivers.

“As I know all too well, human life 
is too precious to be a bargaining chip,” 
said Amy Cohen,  whose 12-year-old son, 
Samuel Cohen Eckstein, was killed by 
a speeding driver in 2013 . “The Sen-
ate Republican leadership must do the 
right thing and reconvene immediately 
before this proven life-saving measure 
is allowed to lapse.”

Current law authorizes the cameras 
in 140 of the city’s more than 2,300 
school zones,  according to the De-
partment of Transportation , which 
determined where to install the cam-
eras by analyzing crash and speeding 
data, among other factors, but does not 
disclose specific locations. But that law 
expires in days, so without new leg-
islation, all of those cameras will be 
turned off then.

The  new bill  would authorize more 
than double the current number of 
school-zone speed cameras — bring-

ing the total to 290 citywide — through 
July 2022.

Statistics prove the devices slow 
drivers down and improve safety — 
there were more than 60-percent fewer 
speeding violations in school zones with 
speed cameras in the two years after 
they were first installed in 2014, and 
a nearly 15-percent reduction in inju-
ries in school zones with the cameras, 
according to a  transportation agency 
report published last year . 

Councilman Justin Brannan (D–Bay 
Ridge) echoed Cuomo’s remarks, in-
sisting that the senators were putting 
kids’ lives in danger as they let more 
time pass with no action.

“When it comes to life-saving speed 
cameras near our schools, we cannot 
wait for the next tragedy to occur before 
taking action,” Brannan said. “There is 
nothing more important than the safety 
of our children, and yet this legislation 
sits idle, putting innocent lives at stake 
with every day that passes.” 

 Cuomo signed the first legislation for 
speed cameras into law in 2013 . 

Gov’s rush to redemption
Demands a special session to vote on speed-camera bill, slams GOP

Gov. Andrew Cuomo called on the state Senate to reconvene and 
vote to pass legislation to extend and expand the city’s speed-camera 
program before it expires on July 25.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops on Tuesday cuffed a teen 
they suspect opened fire on Ful-
ton Mall last week, shooting two 
pedestrians and his intended tar-
get amid a Friday the 13th fracas 
on the commercial strip.

The shooting followed a dispute 
between two women outside the 
Foot Locker near Gallatin Place, 
which quickly escalated around 
1:50 pm when a bunch of men 
got involved and started throw-
ing punches, witnesses said.

The 19-year-old suspect then 
stepped away from the brawl, pulled 
out a pistol, and fired several shots, 
according to a passerby.

“A couple of haymakers were 
thrown, then the guy distances him-
self, takes out his gun and starts 
shooting,” said Fahid Assad, who 
was about six feet from the shooter 
when he started firing.

The teen hit the man he pulled 

Two bystanders, along with third victim, took bullets in frenzy

Teen cuffed for Fulton shooting
the gun on in the hand, in addi-
tion to shooting two bystanders, 
including a guy who took a bullet 
in his leg and a woman hit twice 
in the arm, according to police, 
who said none of the injuries ap-
peared life-threatening.

Another observer said he was 
inside his car when he noticed the 
suspect fingering the firearm be-
fore the women’s argument even 
began, suggesting the shooting may 
have been premeditated.

“He literally stood next to my 
car, fiddled with his gun, and made 
sure it was in his shorts,” said the 
witness, who asked that his name 
be withheld for fear of retribution. 
“This was before the fight. They 
weren’t even arguing yet.”

Police charged the shooter with 
three counts of assault, and the two 
male victims received treatment at 
Methodist Hospital, while doctors 
at Brooklyn Hospital treated the 
woman, authorities reported.

Revved up
A driver for team Audi jumped for joy when his squad took the top prize at last week-
end’s championship event for electric-car racing series Formula E in Red Hook.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Bridge Park leaders 
on Monday indefinitely shuttered 
the zig-zagging Squibb Bridge 
leading to the waterfront lawn, 
blaming a single faulty piece of 
wood for the notoriously bouncy 
span’s latest closure.

The footbridge between Brook-
lyn’s front yard and its namesake 
Squibb Park on Middagh Street 
will remain off limits to locals 
until experts can examine the is-
sue, and propose and implement 
a solution, according to the park’s 
chief steward.

“Out of an abundance of cau-
tion, we have temporarily closed 
the bridge while our engineers 
conduct further analysis,” read a 
statement released Monday eve-
ning by Eric Landau, president of 
the semi-private Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation, which oversees 
the lawn. “This analysis will in-
form the appropriate repair and 
associated timeline.”

Workers discovered the “piece 
of wood in poor condition” dur-
ing a routine inspection, forcing 
the bridge’s closure roughly 15 
months after it  reopened last year  
following a three-year, more than 
$3-million project to repair pre-
vious structural faults plaguing 
the infrastructure. That prolonged 
fix began roughly 17 months af-

OUT OF BOUNCE! 
Trouble-plagued Squibb Bridge to Bridge Park shuttered again

years of its debut.
Meadow bigwigs blocked 

Squibb Bridge’s entrances with 
barricades sometime Monday 
morning, and a Park Enforce-
ment Patrol officer stationed 
inside Squibb Park on Tuesday 
told this newspaper that he was 
there to make sure nobody tried 
to sneak by.

And if park caretakers man-
age to reopen the bridge in the 
coming months,  it may yet close 
again  when workers begin con-
struction on a  new public pool 
inside Squibb Park  after Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s beloved Pop-Up 
Pool is drained for good at the 
end of the summer.

Fortunately, Landau, along 
with locals and pols, is advocat-
ing for the construction of an-
other overpass to the waterfront 
following residents’ demands for 
a new bridge between the  Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade at Mon-
tague Street and the East River–
fronting green space .

Transportation Department ex-
perts are looking into the feasi-
bility of an alternate footpath, 
according to agency spokesman 
Scott Gastel, who noted mainte-
nance of the Squibb Bridge is the 
sole responsibility of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park.

ter officials debuted the $4-mil-
lion, taxpayer-funded walkway 
in March 2013. 

But a green-space spokes-
woman said the wood responsi-
ble for the crossing’s latest clo-
sure is not related to those issues 
that previously led it to shutter 

— which  Brooklyn Bridge Park 
leaders sued the span’s original 
creator over in 2016 , alleging 
engineering firm HNTB’s “in-
herently flawed” design that the 
company subsequently failed to 
fix rendered the bridge “unsta-
ble” and “deformed” within two 

Brooklyn Bridge Park officials closed the notoriously boun-
cy, zig-zagging Squibb Bridge to the waterfront indefinitely 
on Monday after inspectors found a faulty piece of wood.
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Cops swarmed Fulton Mall on July 13 after an argument es-
calated into a shooting in which a gunman fired bullets into 
two pedestrians and another guy involved in the fracas.
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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We’re installing smart meters across  
New York that help you keep track of  
your energy use and manage your bill.
Learn more at coned.com/smartmeters

YOUR  
METER IS 
GETTING 
SMARTER

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP

“FREE” | “BROOKYLN CAR SERVICE”

“Serving NY – NJ – CT 
for over 30 years”

TOLL FREE: 1.800.439.9598
TEL: 1.718.384.4444

We accept all major credit cards

ABOUT US

app.brdcars.com

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They didn’t get to say 
goodbye.

The parents of the 4-year-
old killed by a hit-and-run 
driver who ran over her on a 
Bushwick sidewalk last month 
sent the girl’s body to be buried 
in their native Mexico after a 
funeral the immigrants chose 
not to attend, due to fears their 
attempt at the American dream 
would be robbed by being de-

nied reentry to the country.
Young Luz Gonzalez’s 

godmother said the White 
House’s  crackdown on im-
migration  led her parents 
— who she said are not cit-
izens like their American-
born daughter, but are work-
ing to apply for green cards 
— to forgo attending her July 
3 burial, and instead fly her 
corpse to the Latin American 
nation alone and hold a com-
memorative service in Kings 

County that same week.
“Right now, with the presi-

dent we have, it’s hard for any-
one to leave the country and 
try to come back,” said Fabi-
ola Mendieta.

On June 24, motorist Jea-
nette Maria backed out of a 
Bushwick laundromat’s park-
ing lot — which the city has 
since deemed illegal and or-
dered to close — turned, and 
 accelerated into Gonzalez and 
her mother , killing the girl and 

She’s buried alone
Parents of girl killed in hit-and-run forwent 
Mexican funeral amid immigration hysteria

injuring the mom, then fled 
the scene. 

Cops stopped Maria as she 
drove away from the lot at Hart 
Street and Wyckoff Avenue, 
but did not arrest or charge 
her, prompting Gonzalez’s 
friends and relatives, along 
with activists,  to stage a se-
ries  of  marches from the laun-
dromat to the 83rd Precinct’s 
Bushwick station house de-
manding explanations  as to 
why the driver — who some 
allege is being protected by law 
enforcement due to rumored 
Police Department connec-
tions — still walks free.

Deciding to stay in Brook-
lyn while their daughter was 
laid to rest in their Mexican 
hometown — where one of 
Gonzalez’s four brothers, 
grandparents, and other kin 

still live, according to Mend-
ieta — was heart-wrenching 
for the dad, who works at a 
local business, and stay-at-
home mom, according to the 
godmother.

But the parents, who Mend-
ieta claimed have been ques-
tioned about their immigration 
status before, ultimately chose 
to stay because going would 
have likely meant they couldn’t 
return for months — forcing 
them to abandon their attempts 
to seek justice for their little 
girl, she said.

“It was a hard decision be-
cause they really wanted to 
go with her,” said Mendieta, 
who also leads a local Mexican-
American advocacy group. “I 
told them, ‘You have to do what 
you have to do, but if she was 
my kid, I’d want justice.’ ”

Reyna Candia, center in purple jacket, the mother of Luz Gonzalez, and the girl’s 
father chose not to attend their daughter’s funeral in Mexico due to fears they 
would be stopped at the border, according to Gonzalez’s godmother.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The family real-estate firm 
of President Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner illegally 
forced rent-stabilized tenants 
out of a Williamsburg apart-
ment building with construc-
tion that exposed occupants, 
including children, to cancer-
causing chemicals, according to 
a lawsuit filed on Monday.

Nineteen tenants of Kent Av-
enue’s Austin Nichols House 
claimed that Kushner Compa-
nies — which Kushner ran un-
til his father-in-law took office 
last January, when he accepted 
a gig as a senior advisor to the 
president — put their lives at 
risk to get them to leave after 
purchasing the building in 2015, 
according to an advocate who 
announced the $10-million suit 
outside of the Kings County Su-
preme Court building.     

“Kushner Companies ex-
posed dozens of families, in-
cluding children and even ba-
bies, to a toxic-dust storm of 
lead and lung carcinogens,” said 
Aaron Carr, a director of ten-
ants-advocacy group Housing 
Rights Initiative, which started 
investigating the building be-
tween N. Third and N. Fourth 
streets last year at the request 
of occupants.

The developer shelled out 

$275 million for the 338-unit 
complex with the intention of 
selling off its apartments as lux-
ury condos, the suit alleges, but 
its current tenants’ leases for 
stabilized apartments guaran-
tee renewals, in addition to only 
modest rent increases, at the 
end of each rental term.     

Consequently, Kushner 
Companies kicked off a mas-
sive gut renovation of the prop-
erty shortly after acquiring it, 
falsely claiming the complex 
was vacant to obtain necessary 
permits from the Department 
of Buildings, and using com-
mon spaces as staging areas for 
construction that took place at 
all hours of the day and night, 
the tenants claim.

And last year, the firm began 
work on the pre-WWII build-
ing’s facade, releasing a cloud 
of toxic dust that covered occu-
pants’ clothes, furniture, and 
even cooking utensils, accord-
ing to the suit, which alleges 
tenants now may contract de-
bilitating health conditions that 
include lung cancer as a result 
of their exposure.      

The alleged forced-evic-
tion plan has already led oc-
cupants to vacate 75 percent 
of the building’s stabilized 
units since Kushner Compa-
nies bought the property,  ac-
cording to an Associated Press 

A dangerous cost of living
Suit alleges Kushner Co. risked W’burg tenants’ health for profi ts

report .
And throughout the ordeal, 

the Buildings Department 
failed to protect the tenants, 
according to Carr, who noted 
the agency did not take any ac-
tions against the developer, de-
spite frequent complaints from 
residents, and the so-called tox-
ic-dust storm that pervaded the 
complex.

“This was a pre-war build-
ing, there was construction dust 
everywhere, and all the DOB 
would have had to do was put 
two and two together and test 
for lead,” he said.

An agency spokesman said 
that its inspectors found no ev-
idence Kushner Companies vi-

olated city codes during the 
property’s dozens of inspec-
tions since 2015 — findings of-
ficials still stand by today.

“DOB inspectors do not hes-
itate to take enforcement ac-
tion when they see improper 
or unsafe construction,” said 
Joseph Soldevere. 

Hours before Carr unveiled 
the lawsuit alongside Borough 
President Adams, the gover-
nor’s office announced the 
state’s Tenant Protection Unit 
launched its own investigation 
into the developer’s alleged ha-
rassment. But when asked about 
the state’s probe of the prop-
erty, Carr blasted Gov. Cuomo 
as capitalizing on the hard work 

of his group, arguing the pol 
— who is running for his third 
term this year — only cares 
about tenants’ rights when peo-
ple are watching.

“We don’t need a reactive 
enforcement model, we need 
a proactive and systematic en-
forcement model to enforce our 
laws,” he said.

A Kushner Companies at-
torney said the lawsuit is with-
out merit, however, claiming 
the developer complied with 
all construction laws and rent 
guidelines in renovating the 
property.

“All work was completed 
under the full supervision by 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Buildings and other 
regulatory agencies,” said Em-
ily Wolf. “Tenants were never 
pressured to leave their apart-
ments, and the rent stabiliza-
tion was — and continues to 
be — complied with under ap-
plicable guidelines.”

The Williamsburg residents 
aren’t Kushner Companies’s 
only tenants suing the firm 
— occupants of  two  Brook-
lyn Heights buildings the devel-
oper purchased from Brooklyn 
Law School in 2014 also took it 
to court last year, alleging the 
owner skirted rent-stabilization 
laws at both locations.  

Borough President Adams, center, and Aaron Carr, a 
director of tenants-advocacy group Housing Rights 
Initiative, right, announced a lawsuit 19 Williams-
burg tenants filed against Kushner Companies.
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Grand
Opening

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A jerk robbed a farm-
ers market’s truck on Ad-
ams street on July 10, po-
lice said. 

An employee told police 
she saw the thief sneak away 
from the truck parked near 
Court Street around 3:30 pm, 
holding the black cash box. 

Robbed at work 
Some crook stole a guy’s 

wallet while he was at work 
at a Jay Street college on 
July 11. 

The victim told cops he left 
his briefcase, containing his 
wallet, under his desk at the 
campus near Johnson Street 
around noon, and when he 
returned around 1:30 pm, his 
wallet was missing. 

Upgrade
A bike-riding thief swiped 

a pricey sports car from a 
parking lot on Boerum Place 
on July 11, police said.

The sneak rode into the 
parking lot near Pacific Street 
around 6:30 am on a bike, and 
rolled out in a Porsche, whose 
owner had left the keys in the 
ignition, cops said.

Spiked
A sneak stole a man’s bag 

while he was playing volley-
ball in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on July 11.

The victim told cops he put 
his bag down to play at Pier 6 
near Atlantic Avenue around 5 
pm, and after playing for more 
than an hour, he returned to 
discover his wallet  was miss-
ing from the bag.

The thief then tried to use 
the victim’s credit cards to go 
on a shopping spree in Man-
hattan, but couldn’t enter the 
correct pin code before the 
victim canceled his cards, 
police said.   

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Ankle shot
A gunman shot a guy out-

side a Washington Walk deli 
on July 11, cops said. 

The victim told police he 
was standing outside the deli 
near Myrtle Avenue around 
1:50 am when someone fired 
seven shots in his direction, 
one of which struck his an-
kle. The man was then taken 
to Methodist Hospital, police 
said.

Hog gone
Some snake stole a guy’s 

motorcycle parked on Lafay-
ette Avenue overnight on July 
10, police said. 

The victim told cops he left 
his bike near St. James place 
around midnight, and when 
he returned at 7:30 am the 
next day, it was gone. 

Four on one
Four jerks assaulted and 

robbed a guy on Clermont 
Avenue on July 9, authori-
ties said. 

The victim told cops he 
started talking with the four 
goons after leaving a bar near 
Dekalb Avenue around 5 pm. 
As he walked away, one of 
the brutes struck him in the 
face, then all four jerks started 
hitting the victim repeatedly, 
before stealing his wallet and 
phone, police said.

Cinema fan
Some thief robbed a film 

crew’s truck on Washington 
Avenue sometime overnight 
on July 13, cops said. 

The truck was left overnight 
in a parking lot near Park Av-
enue, and when a crew mem-
ber drove the vehicle back to 
their studio the next day, the 
staff noticed the truck’s gate 

was partially open, according 
to police, who said the vic-
tims found equipment miss-
ing, including a high-defini-
tion monitor, a mount case, 
and lens filters.  

— Ben Verde

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Clean getaway
A shoplifter nabbed an es-

timated $250 worth of soap 
from a Flatbush Avenue drug 
store on July 2.

An employee told police 
that the suspected waltzed 
into the store between Pros-
pect and Park places at 2:20 
pm, before nabbing 27 bars 
of soap and 24 bottles of 
body wash, and then slink-
ing past the register with-
out paying.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which has been 
closed, cops said.

Took a bike
A thief rode off with a 

pricey bicycle after duping 
a salesman at a Third Ave-
nue bike store on July 2.

The victim told police 
that he met with the crook 
at the shop between Park and 
Prospect places at noon, and 
agreed to let the man take the 
expensive two-wheeler for a 
test ride in exchange for leav-
ing a deposit in the form of 
his ID card.

About 10 minutes passed 
before the salesman discov-
ered that the thief actually 
gave him an Amazon gift 
card, and neither he, nor the 
bike, have been seen since, 
according to cops.

Officers have not made any 
arrests, and closed the case.

Kid cuffed
Cops cuffed a 15-year-

old boy accused of shoplift-
ing from a Flatbush Avenue 
clothing store on July 2.

An employee told author-
ities that he spotted the kid 
inside the store near Atlantic 
Avenue at 1:30 pm, when he 
grabbed about $56 worth of 
merchandise, before attempt-
ing to flee with his ill-got-
ten threads.

Cops cuffed the teen later 
that day, charging him with 
petit larceny. 
 — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Riding dirty
Cops on July 14 arrested 

three guys who they said stole 
a car from a parking lot on 
Hamilton Avenue near Third 
Avenue. 

Highway patrolmen cuffed 
the trio inside the Brooklyn–
Battery Tunnel after conduct-
ing a traffic stop in the Kings 
County–bound lane.

Police charged the driver 
with criminal possession of 
a vehicle and driving with-
out a license, and the two 
passengers with criminal 
possession of stolen prop-
erty and unauthorized use 
of a vehicle. 

Craigslist scam
A con artist stole money 

from a Bond Street woman 
using Craigslist on July 13, 
police said. 

The victim told cops she 
was supposed to purchase 
an iPhone from the stranger 
she met on  the online list-
ing service, who sent her a 
tracking number in exchange 

for cash. 
But the tracking number 

turned out to be bogus, and 
she never received the tech, 
authorities said. 

Bicycle heist
Two sneaks made off with 

two pricey bicycles from a 
Baltic Street bike shop in the 
early morning hours on July 
15, cops said. 

The store owner told police 
the bandits entered the shop 
near Court Street at 6:30 am 
through a window, and nabbed 
the pair of imported European 
two-wheelers. 

Unhappy baby
Someone swiped a package 

from a Cheever Street house 
on July 7, police said. 

The victim told cops a se-
curity camera captured the 
thief in the act at the house 
near Degraw Street. The box 
contained baby shoes, a baby 
float, and baby stickers, ac-
cording to a report.  
 — Ben Verde

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Still on the run 
Police arrested one of two 

men who they said threatened 
a guy and his 3-year-old son 
with an axe on 60th Street 
on July 10.

The suspects approached 
the man between Third and 
Fourth avenues between 1 and 
1:30 am, and swung the axe 
at him, then held his little boy 
up in the air to scare him, ac-
cording to a report. 

The second man is still on 
the run, authorities said.

Wheely bad 
A baddie caused about $800 

worth of damage to a white 
2018 BMW sedan parked on 
Eighth Avenue by trying to 
break its front passenger-side 
window on July 9.  

The vandal roughed up 
the car between 56th and 
57th streets at some point 
between 3:30 and 4 pm, ac-
cording to a report. 

Phone a friend 
A sneak stole a pair of 

iPhones from a Fifth Avenue 
store on July 12. 

The theft occurred at the 
store between 51st and 52nd 
streets around 3:45 pm, and 
the perp fled on foot on Fifth 
Avenue in an unknown direc-
tion, police said. 

Spa day 
A crook broke into a 55th 

Street nail salon at some point 
between July 12 and 13 and 

stole $80, an iPhone, and thou-
sands worth of facial cream, 
police said. 

The perp entered through 
an unlocked window of the 
shop between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at some point 
between 10:30 pm on July 12, 
when the owner left, and 10:30 
am the following day, when 
the owner returned, accord-
ing to cops.

Park attack 
Police cuffed one of two 

men who allegedly ambushed 
a guy as he was leaving Pros-
pect Park on July 14, punch-
ing him in the head multiple 
times and stealing his metal 
chain, cops said. 

The assault and theft oc-
curred between 10th and 11th 
avenues between 9:45 pm and 
10:30 pm.

Broke a window 
A nogoodnik caused more 

than $250 worth of damage 
when he or she broke the back 
window of a 2014 Toyota Si-
enna parked on 54th Street 
on July 15.

The victim left the car 
parked between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues at 2 pm, 
and returned at 11 pm to 
find the window shattered, 
cops said.

Slashed for cash 
A lout slashed a man with a 

switchblade for trying to buy 
marijuana, and stole $100 from 
him on Sixth Avenue on July 
15. 

The assault occurred at 
55th Street around 2:30 am, 
and left the man with a gash 
on his right hand requiring 12 
stitches, which was treated at 
Lutheran Medical Center, ac-
cording to authorities.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Posse knockout 
Cops arrested a posse of 

men who allegedly struck and 
pushed another man on Fifth 
Avenue on July 14.

The alleged assault took 
place at 94th Street around 
12:30 am, and the man re-
fused medical attention, po-
lice said. 

Drugged up
Thieves stole thousands in 

over-the-counter drugs from 
drug stores this week:

• A pair of perps stole an es-
timated $2,200 worth of med-
ication from a Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway store near 65th 
Street on July 13 at 6:30 pm, 
cops said.

• A trio of crooks took thou-
sands in over-the-counter 
drugs from a Third Avenue 
store between 94th and 95th 
streets on July 14 at 1:30 am, 
according to police.

— Julianne McShane
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Swindler in the market for cash

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

City preservationists okayed 
renovations to the masonry 
arches supporting one end 
of the landmarked Brooklyn 
Bridge as part of a scheme that 
also proposes fixing up similar 
structures at the crossing’s op-
posite foot, as well as the two 
stone towers that rise above 
the span.

The Department of Trans-
portation’s plan, which the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission approved in part on 
July 10, calls for restoring the 
roughly three-story arches be-
neath the bridge’s approach in 

Manhattan, which local winer-
ies sealed off and used as stor-
age facilities for decades fol-
lowing the span’s completion 
in 1883, but are now crum-
bling, with peeling paint and 
mismatched brickwork that has 
seen better days, according to 
transit officials. 

The city’s plan calls for gut-
ting most of the Italian Renais-
sance–style arches’ facades’ 
original masonry and put-
ting up new exterior walls to 
cover their inner caverns, ac-
cording to structural engineer 
Nicole Melendez, an employee 
of construction firm Parsons, 
which put together the resto-

Arch support
LPC green-lights fi xes to 
structures beneath B’Bridge

Renderings show how arches at the Manhattan end 
of the bridge will look after the renovation.
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portation Department.

  Following the commission’s 
sign off, work on the arches is 
expected to begin next March, 
and wrap in June 2022, accord-
ing to Transportation Depart-
ment rep Lolita Avila.

The agency’s plan also calls 
for cosmetic enhancements to 
the arches that line the bridge’s 
Kings County approach, in-
cluding cleaning and repoint-
ing the structures’ stonework, 

and similar repairs to the span’s 
275-foot towers, where rein-
forcing bars will also be in-
stalled in the four Gothic-style 
arches to help secure the centu-
ry-plus old architecture.   

Those fixes, however, did 
not require a full-commission 
vote at the meeting, and have yet 
to be signed off on by agency 
administrators, according to a 
spokesman, who could not im-
mediately say when they will 
be approved.
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T
hey’re rolling out disco his-
tory! 

An exhibit at the City Reli-
quary celebrates the history of roller 
disco in Brooklyn. “Empire Skate: 
The Birth of Roller Disco,” show-
cases artifacts, video, and photo-
graphs of the 1970s dance craze 
spawned at the Empire Roller Skat-
ing Center in Crown Heights, which 
shuttered in 2007. The exhibit ex-
plores the largely untold history of 
a movement that swept the world, 
said its curator. 

“This art form and athletic health 
activity grew in popularity world-
wide, and has its origins in one spe-
cific area,” said David Herman. “In 
a city where we’re constantly see-
ing things erased and rebuilt, it’s 
important to tell the story, because 
it’s a big chapter in Brooklyn and 
left a mark internationally.” 

The display focuses on the hey-
day of roller disco, in the late 1970s 
and early ’80s. It highlights the ori-
gins of roller disco, its dance styles, 
the people who created it, and even 
the four wheeled shoes that made 
it all happen, which many danc-
ers modified to accommodate their 
fancy moves. All of the exhibits fo-
cus on Empire Skate’s role in creat-
ing and spreading the movement, 
said Herman.

“Empire was the birthplace of 
roller disco, and a lot of times that’s 
a self-proclaimed title, but we took 
a deeper look and saw how they 
earned the title. There were plenty of 
nationwide magazines that referred 
to them as the granddaddy of all 
roller discos,” said Herman.

During the Empire’s peak, its 
regulars became household names, 

and stars from the world of mu-
sic and film flocked to the skating 
arena, according to Herman. 

“At one point it was attract-
ing popular celebrities and one 
of the famous images is of Bill 
Butler, who is the godfather of 
disco, and Stevie Wonder at the 
rink,” said Herman. “It was the 
place to be and where the spot-
light was shining. Bill Butler and 
the handful of other people there 
with him didn’t know it would 
grow the way it did.”

City Reliquary has hosted sev-
eral events to help keep roller disco 
alive, including a dance party at 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel’s gym on 
July 14 (pictured). No more events 
are planned, but the exhibit will be 
on display until Oct. 14. Among 
its artifacts are a roller skate worn 
in the 2005 film “Roll Bounce,” 
which is set in 1978, and another 
skate on loan by Brooklyn’s only 
shop focused on roller skates — 
Five Stride Skate shop, and t-shirts 
worn by different skating groups 
who performed their dance rou-
tines at Empire.

The exhibit also feature home 
video footage that shows the disco 
moves of the skaters, and that also 
offers a glimpse of the lost Empire 
rink, from the birth of the move-
ment until it closed.

“It shows a lot of interior that re-
ally identifies the rink, and the raw 
footage is from 1980s and shows 
its lifespan until the closing date 
in 2007,” said Herman.

“Empire Skate: The Birth of 
Roller Disco” at City Reliquary [370 
Metropolitan Ave. between Have-
meyer Street and Marcy Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 782–4842, 
www.cityreliquary.org]. Open 
Thu–Sun, noon–6 pm. $5.

Plucky girl

She’s been harping on pop music.
A young singer and songwriter will bring an 

unusual and enormous string instrument onto 
a Williamsburg stage next week — the harp. 
Vocalist and harp player Mikaela Davis, who 
will launch her latest album “Delivery” at Ba-
by’s All Right on July 27, knows that the harp 
is uncommon in a pop music context, but she 
takes advantage of its versatility to push the 
boundaries of the genre.

“People mostly notice when I am pitch bend-
ing,” she says, “making the harp sound more 
like a sitar.”

She sometimes performs solos on the de-
vice, but most of the time, she considers her 
role in the band as similar to that of a rhythm 
guitarist. 

“I see the harp as another instrument in 
the band,” she says. “Not necessarily the fo-
cal point.” 

Davis discovered the harp during third grade, 
and began taking lessons right away, with the 
goal of joining a classical orchestra. 

“I had every intention of becoming a full-
time performer on harp, but not like this,” she 
says.

After earning a bachelor’s degree in music 
performance, the Rochester native moved to 
Brooklyn and began writing original songs, 
tunes that would become “Delivery.”

Davis names Ben Folds, Sufjan Stevens and 
Elliott Smith as some of her influences, and 
her latest single is a cover of Elliot Smithi’s 
“Half Right,” which originally appeared on 
his posthumous album “New Moon.” Davis 
says that the artist had a strong influence on 
her songwriting. 

“Elliott got me interested in passing tones, 
more meaningful lyrics, and fingerpicking 
ideas,” she says.

Davis’ musical worldview became more 
expansive through playing the harp, and that 
sensibility informs her own contemplative and 
textured songwriting. “Because of playing the 
harp I discovered Alice Coltrane,” she says. 
“And that led me to Ravi Shankar and Middle 
Eastern music.” 

That influence shines through on her song 
“Pure Divine Love,” for instance, but that 
worldly, sophisticated perspective is tempered 
by a pop sensibility, honed years ago while lis-
tening to the first Ben Folds Five album. 

“I would Rollerblade around my mom’s 
neighborhood,” Davis says, “listening to it on 
repeat.”

Mikaela Davis at Baby’s All Right [146 Broad-
way between Bedford and Driggs avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599–5800, www.babysall-
right.com], July 26 at 8 pm. $15 ($12 in advance). 
 — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

Obama is basically Batman.
In a new mystery novel starring Joe Biden and 

Barack Obama, the former president vanishes 
into thin air, disarms a shotgun-toting biker, and 
rides in an armored car 
called “Little Beast.” 
Author Andrew Shaf-
fer, who will read from 
his noir novel “Hope 
Never Dies” at Green-
point’s Word book-
store on July 23, says 
that  Obama has been 
so mythologized 
since he left office 
that he had to por-
tray him as a little 
over-the-top. 

“He almost has 
a supernatural 
quality to him, because that’s 
how people think of him. He’s almost larger 
than life,” said Shaffer. 

The book, the first in a planned two-part 
“Obama-Biden Mystery” series, features the 
former president and vice president going un-
dercover in the seedy underbelly of Wilming-
ton, Delaware in order to solve the murder of 
an Amtrak conductor. The slightly ridiculous 
story is narrated by Biden, feeling adrift after 
six months out of office, and eager to team up 
with Obama again.

“It was kind of a Sherlock and Watston, with 
Biden as the everyman, and Obama as the brains 
behind the operation. I figured that was how it 
probably was in office,” said Shaffer.

Shaffer wrote the book in just six months. He 
did some research into Delaware locations and 
into the life of his narrator, but soon realized 
that getting too far into the real-life version of 
his characters worked against him.

“The more you find out about them as peo-
ple, the less fun they are as characters,” he said. 
“In real life, Biden is a policy wonk.” 

Shaffer’s version of Biden is a little bum-
bling and impulsive, but much more down-to-
earth than the “Diamond Joe” portrayed in “The 
Onion.” The book’s striking cover, with Biden 
driving a Pontiac Firebird while Obama pops 
out the sun roof, was created after Shaffer felt 
an earlier version was out of character for the 
transit-minded veep. 

“At one point we had Joe standing up, and 
we were like ‘There’s no way Joe is not going 
to buckle his seat belt.’ ” Shaffer recalls. 

At Word, Shaffer will be joined by come-
dian and Obama impersonator Dion Flynn, 
who often appears on “The Late Show with 
Jimmy Fallon.”

“Hope Never Dies” at Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbookstores.com ]. July 23 at 
7:30 pm. $5. — Bill Roundy

Biden time
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Skate hoarding
Exhibit showcases Brooklyn’s roller disco artifacts

Let the good 
times roll!

While City Reliquary looks at the history 
of roller disco at Brooklyn’s former Empire 
Roller Skating Center, there is plenty of roller 
disco happening in the borough’s present. 
Here are four events in Brooklyn that cele-
brate roller skating and roller dancing over 
the next few weeks. — Alexandra Simon 

Party in park
In Prospect Park, a roller disco party for adults 

rolls out every Friday night during the summer. 
“Lola Star’s Dreamland Disco” (pictured right) 
features a different theme each week from April 
to October, with visitors dressing up to match the 
theme and strut their stuff. This Friday’s theme 
is “Soul Train,” so expect to boogie down to soul 
hits from the ’70s and ’80s. Skate rentals are in-
cluded in the ticket price, but show up early — 
the rink may run out of your size. 

“Lola Star’s Dreamland Disco” at Lakeside 
Prospect Park [171 E. Drive at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, (718) 462–0010, 
www.dreamlandrollerrink.com]. Friday nights at 
7:30 pm through Oct. 12. $18–$30 ($350 VIP).

Roll and Stroll
Park Slope’s Summer Stroll this Saturday will 

conclude with a Disco Skating Party, featuring 
music from DJ CProdG. The party, organized 
by the area’s business improvement district, will 
start at 6:30 pm, as soon as the Doggy Fashion 
Parade ends next door. Bring your own skates 
and get ready to roll — the streets will stay car-
free until 9 pm.

Disco Skating Party outside South Pub 
[629 Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 768-0131, www.
parkslopefifthavenuebid.com. July 21 at 
6:30 pm. Free.

Movie night
Okay, this event may not be roller disco, but 

it involves both skating and music, so we are 
throwing it in. Rooftop Films will screen “Skate 
Kitchen,” about a teen who falls in with an all-girl 
skateboarding crew, and meets a cute skateboard-
ing boy. After the screening will be a question 
and answer session with the director and some of 
the actors, followed by a musical performance by 
Jaden Smith, the film’s leading male star. 

“Skate Kitchen” at House of Vans [25 
Franklin Street between Quay Street and Me-
serole Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 349–2311, 
www.rooftopfilms.com]. July 30 at 8:30 pm. 
Free with RSVP.

Disco show
The Home Box Office network will roll into 

town with “HBO Mixtapes and Roller Skates,” 
a travelling roller disco party that celebrates the 
channel’s upcoming season of shows. The final 
stop on the tour will be in Brooklyn, at Prospect 
Park’s Lakeside skating rink on Aug. 2. The party 
will feature a dance contest, a prize for the best 
dressed skater on the roller runway, an open bar, 
and plenty of music to rock and roll to.

“HBO’s Mixtapes and Roller Skates disco 
tour” at Lakeside Prospect Park Lakeside [171 E. 
Drive at Ocean Avenue in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, (718) 462–0010, mixtapesandrollerskates.
splashthat.com]. Aug. 2. Free with RSVP.
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Like the old times: The City Reliquary invited dozens of skate enthusiasts to enjoy an old school musical skate party in celebration of its current exhibit “Empire Skate: The 
Birth of Roller Disco.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 20

Natti 
dresser 
The young alt-pop 
piano singer-song-
writer (and snappy 
dresser) Natti Vogel 
will release three new 
songs from his 
upcoming album 
“Serving Body” in a 
concert that com-
bines elements of 
cabaret, rock, jazz, 
and comedy. He will 
drop another three 
songs at another 
show in the same 
venue on July 27. 

7 pm at National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(646) 779–8455], www.
nationalsawdust.org. $20.

SATURDAY
July 21

Dog runway
The annual doggy 
fashion contest out-
side of Freddy’s Bar 
will have a new for-
mat this year — it will 
be a fashion parade, 
where everypuppy is 
a winner! Dress up 
your pooch and let it 
pose along the red 
carpet running along 
Fifth Avenue. The 
canine parade will be 
followed by a funky 
roller disco party, 
and an empanada 
eating contest (for 
humans).

5 pm outside Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 22

Minister of 
silly walks
Legendary comedian 
John Cleese, of the 
comedy troupe 
Monty Python, the 
sitcom “Fawlty Tow-
ers,” the movie “A 
Fish Called Wanda,” 
and more great things 
than we can count, 
will introduce his very 
silly film “Monty 
Python and the Holy 
Grail,” and then dis-
cuss his long career 
and take questions 
from the audience.

8 pm at Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush, www.kingsthe-
atre.com). $45–$250.

TUESDAY
July 24

Summer 
lovin’
The New York Classi-
cal Theatre will pres-
ent a pair of star-
crossed lovers under 
the stars, when it 
brings “Romeo & 
Juliet” to Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. The 
company’s “pan-
oramic theater” style 
will keep the audi-
ence moving from 
one location to the 
next as the action 
moves from the 
streets of Verona to 
the Capulet crypt.

7 pm at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier One [Old 
Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939, www.newyork-
classical.org]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
July 25

Eat me
A mix of families and 
stoners will gather 
under the stars 
tonight to watch a 
trippy film about a lit-
tle girl eating mush-
rooms, talking to 
cats, and generally 
freaking out. Before 
the screening of Dis-
ney’s “Alice in Won-
derland,” the Morri-
cone Youth orchestra 
will play some psy-
chedelic tunes 
inspired by the film.

8:30 pm at Prospect Park 
Long Meadow North 
(Enter at Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Park, www.
prospectpark.org/sum-
mermovie). Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JULY 20
THEATER, “TWELFTH NIGHT”: The 

Gallery Players perform Shake-
speare’s comedy about twins sepa-
rated by a shipwreck. $25 ($20 se-
niors and children). 7:30 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, ANOUSHKA SHANKAR: The 
sitar master melds Indian classical 
raga with electronica beats. My 
Brightest Diamond opens. Part of 
the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “WENDY DARLING AND 
PETER PAN”: An adaptation in-
spired by J.M. Barrie’s classic tale, 
featuring sword-wielding pirates, 
brave fl owermen, chuckle-headed 
lost boys, and malicious mermaids. 
Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], www.pipertheatre.org. 

MUSIC, SONIC ARTS UNION: A two-
day series observing the legacy of 
the ’60s experimental music collec-
tive. $25. 8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

DANCE, BROOKLYN BALLET’S “FIRST 
LOOK”: A curated program of work 
by emerging and established cho-
reographers presented by Brooklyn 
Ballet. $15. 8 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn St. be-
tween Hoyt and Smith Streets in 
Downtown), www.smithstreetstage.
org. 

MUSIC, EARNEST GALLOWS: The 
Brooklyn metal-pop band plays its 
monthly show at the Well. $10. 9 pm. 
The Well [272 Meserole St. between 
Waterbury Street and Bushwick 
Place in Bushwick, (347) 338–3612], 
www.thewellbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, ROBOT HOSPITAL: Featur-
ing comedians Carmen Lagala, Amy 
Shanker, Alyssa Limperis, and more. 
Free. 9:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, JULY 21
SPORTS, “EPIC RIDE”: A 25-mile bike 

ride along Brooklyn’s waterfront 
from Greenpoint to Riis Park Beach, 
followed by an Epic after party 
with live bands, food, and drinks. 
Proceeds benefi t the Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Greenway. Registration is 
required. $55. 7 am–4 pm. Green-
point Playground [1 Commercial 
St. at Dupont Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 522–0193], www.brooklyn-
greenway.org. 

MUSIC, SUMMER THUNDER: Live 
music and drink specials. This week: 
Jemeel Moondoc and the Super 
Blue Trio, with Bridget St. John. 
Free. 2 pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, SEQUENCE MUSIC FESTIVAL, 
DAY ONE: A two-day outdoor party 
featuring electronic and indie bands. 
With a DJ set from Neon Indian, 
Pomo, Shaed, and Plastic Picnic. $27. 
4 pm. Industry City (220 36th Street 
between Second and Third Avenues 
in Sunset Park). 

MUSIC, CREEKERS JAMBOREE: Fea-
turing the Ever-Lovin’ Jug Band and 
the Chitlin’ Cookers. Free. 5–8 pm. 
Gowanus Canal Dredgers Canoe 
Club Boathouse [165 Second St. 
between Bond Street and the canal 
in Gowanus, (718) 243–0849], www.
gowanuscanal.org/creekers-jam-
boree. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CYCLONES 
VS. LOWELL SPINNERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 6 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “BLOOD AND BOOTS”: 
A cowboy vampire story featuring 
drag, burlesque, and sideshow acts, 
featuring Lee VaLone, Mr. Coney 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, JULY 27
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 7 pm.

TUE, JULY 28
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH LEAGUE 

GRAND FINALS: $60. 3 pm.

WED, AUG 1
RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

THU, AUG 2
RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

FRI, AUG 3
RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

SAT, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER: 

$51–$156. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$550–$600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $26–$156. 7:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Who’s next?: Wrestler Johnny Gargano and his wife Candice 
LeRae celebrated his win at the World Wrestling Entertain-
ment NXT Takeover in New Orleans. Gargano will defend his 
belt at Barclays Center on Aug. 18.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

T
his music group is getting the 
Hook!  A dozen bibliophile mu-
sicians will perform original tunes 

inspired by a Red Hook superhero who 
saves the borough from disaster at a 
July 25 show at Barbes in Park Slope. 
The creator of “The Red Hook”  web-
comic , recently released as a graphic 
novel, said he is excited to sit back and 
see what the Bushwick Book Club 
does with his heroic character.

“It’s such a cool idea — I’m going 
to be as surprised as anybody else,” 
said Dean Haspiel, who has illustrated 
several stories set in his  longtime Car-
roll Gardens neighborhood . “I was 
in full control of the comic book, in 
terms of writing and drawing it and 
creating it, but I have no control over 
anyone’s response to it.”

The Bushwick Book Club has cre-
ated monthly musical responses to 
various books since it was founded 
in 2009. Haspiel, who has also drawn 
the superheroes Spider-Man and Bat-
man, pitched the idea of performing 

his latest superhero comic to the group 
after seeing them  react to his friend 
Jonathan Ames’s thriller  “You Were 
Never Really Here” in March. 

The performers will use a wide va-
riety of sounds to tell the story about 
the superpowered Red Hook hero, 
said the group’s founder.

“It will definitely run the gamut: 
there will be hip-hop, cabaret songs, folk 

songs, who knows, rapping,” said Bush-
wick resident Susan Hwang. “We don’t 
discriminate against musical genres 
— I love when there’s a big variety of 
music done in different styles.” 

Haspiel hopes the gang finds a way 
to incorporate techno tunes — his writ-
ing and drawing music of choice.

“I hope there’s some electronica in 
there, because that’s what I listen to 

and hear when I write,” he said. 
The group will also pay homage 

to the comic’s strong visuals with su-
perhero costumes and a dance num-
ber, Hwang said. 

Bushwick Book Club at Barbès 
(376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, www.bushwickbookclub.
com). July 25 at 8 pm. $10 suggested 
donation.

T
hese characters cut deep. 
New York life can leave 
anyone cynical and sharp-

edged, but if you ever need to 
feel like a basically decent hu-
man, just compare yourself 
to any character in a Wallace 
Shawn play. His 1978 play 
“Marie and Bruce,” playing 
through July 28 at Clinton 
Hill’s Jack theater, is about a 
single, deeply vicious day in 
the life of a relationship (or 
possibly a slightly-worse-than-
normal day in a deeply twisted 
relationship) — the day that 
Marie decides to leave her hus-
band Bruce. 

Marie (Theda Hammel) 
is consumed by loathing for 
Bruce (Gordon Landenberger). 

As the show starts, she has not 
told him she is leaving him, and 
he seems completely oblivi-
ous to her disgust. Their day 
and their relationship come 
to a crisis after they attend a 
party. Bruce gets drunk; they 
go home — together, still.

Transgender actress, de-
signer, and musician Hammel 
has magnetic stage presence, 
but not the acting chops for the 
role. You cannot take your eyes 
off her, but she plays Marie 
at one emotional pitch: lash-
ing contempt with a dash of 

boredom. It is hard to imag-
ine Bruce failing to register 
her attitude. Landenberger is 
subtler, helped by a part whose 
bland shallowness counts as 
a character trait Hammel and 
Landenberger are both part of 
the show’s design team, and 
their designs are stronger than 
their performances. Hammel’s 
heightened soundscape, com-
plemented by original music 
— much of which she plays 
live — gives ambience to Lan-
denberger’s streamlined set, 
which is dominated by dirty 
mattress ticking and textured 
tinfoil.

Director Knud Adams leans 
in to the piece’s interpersonal 
claustrophobia, forcing actors 

into intimate groups. Cast-
ing comedians for the roles 
of partygoers and restaurant 
patrons adds lightness and fun 
to scenes that could be grim 
— but the buoyancy of those 
scenes shows up the lack of 
texture in the leads.

This show is a tight, poison-
ously acerbic 80 minutes of 
insults punctuated by reverie 
and farce, as Marie and Bruce 
have surreal experiences on 
the street and eavesdrop on 

alternately horrifying and hi-
larious discussions. 

You would never want to be 
trapped in party conversation 
with Marie, Bruce, or anyone 
else in this play, but they com-
bine like a train wreck — it 
is hard to look away.

“Marie and Bruce” at Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.
jackny.org). July 18–21 and 
24–28 at 8 pm. $18.

Musical supergroup
Superhero ‘The Red Hook’ inspires Book Club tunes

Red hearing: Members of the Bushwick Book Club will play songs inspired by Dean Haspiel’s graphic 
novel about a Red Hook superhero at Barbès in Park Slope on July 25. (Right) Dean Haspiel’s “The Red 
Hook” goes from super-thief to superhero during the course of the graphic novel.
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Bleeding hearts
A breakup comedy with real bite

Let sleeping dogs lie: In the acerbic Wallace Shawn 
play “Marie and Bruce,” playing at Jack through 
July 28, the title characters are on the verge of 
breaking up.
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension
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CATERERS

                                                                                    Offering dinner, cocktail and buffet options
8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

ORGANIC

Cello Carrots ¢¢99991 lb.1 lb.

EBT

Corn
$$199199

forfor77

7/18 7AM -7/23 7PM
SALE STARTS 18 19 20 21 22 23

GREAT DEAL!

K D

Cream Cheese
$$199199

8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

SPECIAL!

$$299299
48 oz.48 oz.

Almond Milk

ORGANIC

Romaine
Hearts

$$299299
ea.ea.

Seedless Grapes

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Cauliflower
$$129129

large headlarge head

Bing Cherries

$$199199
lb.lb.

New Jersey
Peaches

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Portabello
Mushrooms
$$269269

lb.lb.

Seedless Watermelons

¢¢2929lb./wholelb./whole

Full Line
$$299299

D

$$179179
16 oz.16 oz.

D

Sour Cream Ice Cream

1 pt.1 pt.
22forfor

$$55
Mango Juice

33.8 oz.33.8 oz.

¢¢9999

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Brooklyn Brewery taproom (79 N. 11th St. between Berry Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.brooklynbrewery.com). Mon–Thu, 5–11 pm; Fri, 5 pm–midnight; 
Sat, noon–midnight; Sun, noon–8 pm. 

Island 2018. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th 
St. in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com).

FILM, “BRIMSTONE AND 
GLORY”: A documentary 
about the National Pyro-
technic Festival in Tultepec, 
Mexico, accompanied by 
the Wordless Music Orches-
tra and Sonido Gallo Negro. 
Part of the Bric Celelbrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb.  

FILM, “UNFINISHED BUSI-
NESS”: Filmshop presents 
25 never-before-seen fi lms, 
all inspired by this year’s 
theme of unfi nished busi-
ness. $20. 8 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, QUEER NIGHT 
OUT: The taproom hosts 
a monthly party for the 
LGBTQ community. Free. 
8 pm–midnight. Islands to 
Islands Brewery (642 Rog-
ers Ave. between Parkside 
and Clarkson avenues in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.islandtoislandbrew-
ery.com. 

FILM, “TERMS OF SERVICE”: 
A screening of short fi lms 
about the Internet. Free 
with RSVP. 8 pm. Old Ameri-
can Can Factory (232 Third 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus), www.rooftopfi lms.
com. 

MUSIC, SONIC ARTS UNION: 
6 pm. See Friday, July 20. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH 
NIGHT”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, July 20. 

SUN, JULY 22
SPORTS, YOGASOLE’S FREE 

YOGA IN PROSPECT 
PARK: Sunday mornings in 
July, the studio offers yoga 
classes for all levels. Bring 
your own mat. Free. 10 am. 
Propect Park 15th Street En-
trance [West Drive at Loop 
Road in Windsor Terrace, 
(718) 541–1382], yogasole.
com. 

ART, “THE SUMMER SHOW”: 
Work from 16 visual artists 
will be on display through-
out the brewery, along with 
spoken word performances 
(5–7 pm) and a pop-up 
craft market (noon–4 pm). 
Free. Noon–8 pm. Threes 
Brewing [333 Douglass St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
522–2110], www.threes-
brewing.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. LOWELL 
SPINNERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 1 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, SEQUENCE MUSIC 
FESTIVAL, DAY TWO: A 
two-day outdoor party fea-
turing electronic and indie 
bands. With Com Truise, 
Anna Wise, and Aaron Taos. 
$27. 4 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between 
Second and Third Avenues 
in Sunset Park). 

DANCE, “UNSEEN BEAUTY”: 
Dance and songs of Ban-
gladesh, including a dance 
drama about a young girl 
visiting the country for the 
fi rst time. $10. 6 pm. Kum-
ble Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH 
NIGHT”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
July 20. 

MON, JULY 23
FILM, “A PRAYER BEFORE 

DAWN”: The true story of 
Billy Moore, a young English 
boxer incarcerated in two of 
Thailand’s most notorious 
prisons. Followed by a dis-
cussion with the fi lmmakers. 
$16. 8:30 pm. Old American 
Can Factory (232 Third St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus), 
www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

COMEDY, ED SULLIVAN ON 
ACID: A long-running, free 
stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Calvin S. Cato. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

TUES, JULY 24
COMEDY, GRANDBABY 

COMEDY: Join Mary Cella, 
Cara Weinberger and Brian 
Bahe on Tuesdays for their 
weekly comedy showcase. 
Free. 8 pm. Baby Grand 
Brooklyn [55 McGuinness 
Blvd. South at Newton 
Street in Greenpoint, (347) 

463–9106], www.facebook.
com/GrandbabyComedy. 

FILM, “NEVER GOIN’ BACK”: 
Best friends Angela and 
Jessie try to raise cash for a 
Galveston beach trip in this 
madcap slacker comedy. 
$16. 8 pm. Williams Vale 
(111 N. 12th Street at Wythe 
Avenue, 23rd Floor in Wil-
liamsburg), www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

WED, JULY 25
FILM, “LOVE & BASKET-

BALL”: A free outdoor 
screening of the 2000 ro-
mantic drama about two 
basketball players who are 
drawn to each other. With 
live music, and food and 
drink from local vendors. 
Free. 6 pm. McCarren Park 
(Berry St. and N 12th St. in 
Williamsburg). 

OUTDOORS, YOGA AT 
OWL’S HEAD PARK: Erica 
Ginger leads a yoga ses-
sion on Wednesday nights. 
Bring your own mat. $5 sug-
gested donation. 6:30pm to 
8pm. Owl’s Head Park (68th 
Street at Colonial Road in 
Bay Ridge), www.yogagin-
ger.nyc. 

THEATER, “ROMEO AND JU-
LIET”: 7 pm. See Tuesday, 
July 24. 

MUSIC, UNCLE JACK: Free 
concert. Free. 7 pm. Marine 
Park (Fillmore Avenue at 
Marine Parkway in Marine 
Park). 

MUSIC, COURTNEY BAR-
NETT: With Julien Baker 
and Vagabon. This ticketed 
event benefi ts the Bric Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival. 
$45 ($39.50 advance). 7 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEK OUT 
— A NIGHT OF SEVEN 
SUPERCUTS: Comedian 
Kevin Maher hosts a night of 
seven “supercuts” — com-
plete fi lms edited down to 
5–7 minutes of highlights, 
featuring kung-fu wizards, 
monsters, and a slobs-vs-
snobs prep school comedy. 
$16. 7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cin-
ema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

MUSIC, BUSHWICK BOOK 
CLUB SINGS “THE RED 
HOOK”: The literary music 
group performs songs and 
sketches about superhero 
graphic novel “The Red 
Hook,” by Dean Haspiel. 
$5 suggested donation. 8 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “ALICE IN WON-
DERLAND”: Young Alice 
stumbles into Wonderland 
and meets a cast of colorful 
characters in her quest to 
return home. Beginning at 
7 pm, Morricone Youth pro-
vides pre-fi lm psychedelic 
tunes. Free. 8:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Long Meadow 
North (Enter at Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Park), www.
prospectpark.org/summer-
movie. 

THURS, JULY 26
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
July 20. 

MUSIC, BAM R&B FESTIVAL: 
Terence Blanchard Featur-
ing the E-Collective. Free. 
12 pm. MetroTech Com-
mons (Myrtle Avenue be-
tween Bridge and Lawrence 
streets in Downtown). 

DINING, BEER FREAK SHOW: 
A weekly, reckless experi-
ment in infused beer sci-
ence. Free. 4 pm. Coney 
Island Brewery [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 996–
0019], coneyislandbeer.com. 

DANCE, RISING CHOREOG-
RAPHERS IN THE ARCH-
WAY: A performance from 
Young Soon Kim Dance 
Company, with sculptures 
by Marney Fuller. Free. 6 
pm. The Archway Under the 
Manhattan Bridge [Water 
Street between Adams 
Street and Anchorage Place 
in Dumbo, (718) 237–8700], 
www.dumbo.is. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH 
NIGHT”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, July 20. 

MUSIC, BRANDI CARLILE: 
The alt-country singer per-
forms as part of the Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Fes-
tival. Ruthie Foster opens. 
free. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 

www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 
COMEDY, AIRPLANE MODE: 

A free stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Rohan Pad-
hye, Raghav Mehta, Geof-
frey Asmus, and Rebecca 
O’Neal. Free. 8 pm. Cherry 
Tree (65 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Bergen Street and St. 
Marks Place in Park Slope). 

FILM, “THE IRON TRIANGLE”: 
A free outdoor screening 
of the documentary about 
Willets Point, a nexus of 
small auto repair shops 
in Queens, and its fi ght 
against gentrifi cation. Free. 
8:45 pm. Java Street Com-
munity Garden (59 Java St. 
between Franklin Avenue 
and West Street in Green-
point), www.facebook.com/
JavaStCommunityGarden. 

FRI, JULY 27
MUSIC, TINARIWEN: A desert 

blues group from northern 
Mali that formed while in 
exile. With Cheick Hamala 
Diabate. Part of the Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val. Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

FILM, “VERTIGO”: A former 
police offi cer is hired to 
shadow an acquaintance’s 
wife in this classic Hitchcock 
noir thriller. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Narrows Botanical Gardens 
(Enter on Shore Road be-
tween Bay Ridge Avenue 
and 72nd Street in Bay 
Ridge). 

FILM, “WE THE ANIMALS”: 
A family drama about three 
brothers growing up in a 
rural New York town. Fol-
lowed by a discussion with 
the fi lmmakers. $16. 8:30 
pm. Old American Can Fac-
tory (232 Third St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus), www.
rooftopfi lms.com. 

FILM, “THE IRON TRIAN-
GLE”: A free outdoor 
screening of the documen-
tary about Willets Point, a 
nexus of small auto repair 
shops in Queens, and its 
fi ght against gentrifi cation. 
Free. 8:45 pm. 61 Franklin 
Street Garden (61 Franklin 
St. between Oak and Ca-
lyer streets in Greenpoint), 
61franklinstreetgarden.com. 

OUTDOORS, FRIDAY NIGHT 
FIREWORKS: 9:30 pm. See 
Friday, July 20. 

COMEDY, BURLESQUE AT 
THE BEACH: Bambi’s Bur-
lesque Beauty Parlor: $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore (1208 Surf Ave. at 
W 12th St. in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 

THEATER, “ROMEO AND JU-
LIET”: 7 pm. See Tuesday, 
July 24. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2018: 7 pm. See Friday, 
July 20. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH 
NIGHT”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, July 20. 

SAT, JULY 28
FILM, “NAUSICAÄ OF THE 

VALLEY OF THE WIND”: 
Hayao Miyazaki’s animated 
fi lm about a warrior princess 
fi ghting to save a jungle 
from an ancient weapon will 
screen after a performance 
from Greenpoint guitarist 
Kaki King. Part of the Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val. Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

FILM, “DO THE RIGHT 
THING”: Watch Spike Lee’s 
classic Brooklyn fi lm while 
you have brunch. $12. 11:30 
am. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

DINING, FIVE BOROUGHS 
BREWING ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY: The Sunset Park 
brewery celebrates one year 
with a block party featuring 
snow cones, hot dogs, cot-
ton candy, and the release 
of a new IPA called Make 
Good Decisions. Free. 
Noon–11 pm. Five Boroughs 
Brewing (215 47th St. be-
tween Second and Third av-
enues in Sunset Park), www.
fi veboroughs.com. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: Shakespeare’s tragi-
comedy about a jealous 
king, a shipwreck, and a lost 
child will premiere as part of 
the Fifth Avenue Fair, play-
ing in the street in front of 
South Bar. Free. 6:30 pm. 
South Bar (Fifth Avenue be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
in Park Slope), www.south-
brooklynshakespeare.com. 

MUSIC, “EVERYTHING OLD 
IS NEW AGAIN!”: Jason 
Prover’s Sneak Thievery 
Orchestra performs as part 
of the Hot Summer Nights 
concert series. Free. 8 pm. 
Lighthouse Bandshell at 
Kingsborough Community 
College (2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach), www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, MASSIVE STA-
DIUM SILENT DISCO!: 
Dance the bases at MCU 
Park at this “silent disco” 
party. You’ll get a headset 
streaming your choice of 
three DJs, glow in the dark 
gear, and a ticket to a future 
Cyclones game. $25–$30. 
10 pm–2 am. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.quiete-
vents.com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Fly girl: Head to Prospect Park’s Band Shell on July 28 
to catch a screening of “Nausicaa of the Valley of the 
Wind,” a post-apocalyptic cartoon about a warrior 
princess trying to protect her hidden valley. Green-
point guitarist Kaki King will play before the show, 
which is part of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit.
Checking account required.2

APY1

Celebrate Summer with a Great Rate.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4

This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).

1 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements 
and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. 
Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking customers are not eligible. The gift will be given 
to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional 
item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. 
Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations to new 
Complete Checking and CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account customers only. Existing checking 
account customers are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Get a $200 Amazon® gift 
card when you open a new 
Flushing Bank Complete 
Checking account with 
$10,000 and an 18-Month 
CD with $50,000.3

Dr. Melinda Keller
Director

5911 16th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Bring your MRI 
for an evaluation 
by our doctor.

BACK 
Evaluation
* Expires in 2 Weeks
$150 Value
* Excludes Medicare/Medicaid

SAY N    TO 
BACK SURGERY!
Brooklyn Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression

To Schedule Call:

718-475-9438
www.BrooklynSpineCenter.com

BACK PAIN
LEG PAIN
SCIATICA
HERNIATED or 
BULGING DISCS
NUMBNESS
TINGLING

FREE

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Is there a way to not see 
them? 

Swastikas emblazoned 
within the entryways of a 
Greenwood Heights apart-
ment complex have one resi-
dent dreaming of a way to rid 
her 90-year-old building of the 
Nazi imagery.

“I fantasize about painting 
over the swastikas and saying 
‘Boo,’ ” said LeeAnne Vezzani-
Katano. “It’s our responsibility 
to address symbols.” 

Swastika tiles are found 
throughout Fourth Avenue’s 
 Brooklyn Garden Apart-
ments , which spans the block 
between 23rd and 24th streets 
— along with other tiles bear-
ing crowns, crosses, and inter-
locking circles. 

The architect’s name is il-
legible on the property’s ear-
liest city records, which show 
the building was built in 1928 
—  when the Nazi party was 
still a small, radical far-right 
group,  but had already  put the 
swastika on its flag in 1920 . 
But the history of the swas-
tika dates back thousands of 
years before the Nazis made 
it an icon of hate. 

About 5,000 years ago, the 
swastika was a Sanskrit sym-
bol meaning good fortune.  It’s 
also been featured in Byzantine 
and Christian art, and is still 
a sacred symbol in Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and other Asian re-
ligious traditions .

A historian said the tiles at 
the Greenwood Heights build-

TILE ON THE AGONY
Greenwood Heights building adorned with Nazi symbol

Building resident Paroma Soni simply cannot be-
lieve that there are swastika tiles in the entryways of 
her Greenwood Heights complex.
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ing come from Mueller Mosaic 
Company — a former manufac-
turer based in New Jersey  — 
and that residents of the build-
ing should understand that in 
that era the swastika was noth-
ing more than a common dec-
orative symbol.

“The symbol is very old, 
and until the Nazis came 
along, it was a positive symbol,” 
said Vance Koehler. 

But another resident said she 
can’t look at the swastikas with-
out thinking of the Nazis, and 
that the management should at 
least put a plaque in each entry-
way explaining the historical 
context of the symbols. 

“I’m definitely surprised, 
because it’s 2018 and there are 
Nazi tiles in our building,” said 
Paroma Soni. “I think maybe 
putting a little plaque [near the 

tiles] with the history would be 
the right thing to do.”

Swastika tiles  found in and 
around buildings  and churches 
 throughout the country  have 
 caused controversy  in recent 
years as people grapple with 
how to consider the symbol 
given its complicated past, and 
 current use by white suprema-
cist and neo-Nazi groups .

But the building’s landlord 
said he has no plans to get rid 
of the swastikas. 

“It is just an emblem en-
graved on the floor,” said 
Isaac Kurtz. 

Another resident said he un-
derstood why the management 
would not take action, since the 
swastikas were not meant to be 
associated with the Nazis when 
the building was built, and that 
other residents are simply too 
sensitive.   

“It’s not like the Nazis in-
vented that symbol,  they appro-
priated it,” said Joe Bertino. 

But Vezzani-Katano sees 
things differently.

“I’d like to meet with every-
body that lives here and propose 
what we could do to respect the 
origins of the design and speak 
out against it,” she said.

A Columbia University 
professor of Historic Preser-
vation added that the sym-
bols on the other tiles in the 
Greenwood building — includ-
ing the crosses and the crown 
— were based on medieval de-
signs, which were also com-
mon tile motifs in the 1920s, 
and that they lacked any fur-
ther significance.

ON THE RADIO:

Meet our awesome interns!
By Armand Diphthong
Brooklyn Paper

It takes a village to put out 
a newspaper every week (and 
a website every day, and a 
podcast periodically), and on 
the latest edition of Brooklyn 
Paper Radio, we give you an 
inside listen into the lives of 
some of the villagers.

Summertime in Brooklyn 
Paper Land, when commu-
nity boards are on vacation 
and the news hole gets harder 
to fill, brings a unique crea-
ture to the Brooklyn Paper 
building: the intern.

On this week’s show, we 
go inside the minds of interns 
Ben Verde (SUNY Purchase, 

Class of 2019) and Bobby 
Kirschenbaum (NYU, Class 
of 2020) to find out what they 
learned so far.

Kirschenbaum, for one, 
has come to the realization 
that you cannot use a pun for 
pun’s sake.

“The pun has to make 
sense,” he said.

And Verde has learned that 
one should score a baseball 
game in pencil, so one can 
easily erase the inevitable 
mistake.

To find out what else we’ve 
taught them, tune in now!

Brooklyn Paper Radio is re-
corded and podcast live every 
Tuesday at 2:30 pm.    
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Y
ou learn a lot about your-
self on a driving trip, on 
an exploration through 

canyons and across vast desert 
plains and valleys, up moun-
tain paths whose boulders 
have been loosened by deep 
droughts followed by heavy 
rains. 

Aah, the Wild West. 
I am a cowgirl by birth, 

born in “the basin” of Tuc-
son, Ariz., surrounded on all 
sides by mountain ranges. Tak-
ing my kids out to the land of 
open skies and open roads is 
crucial for me. They cannot 
just know city sidewalks and 
24-hour bodegas. They have 
to understand the way tum-
bleweeds cross sand-strewn 
highways, just in front of the 
mirage, and the fact that you 
sometimes don’t come across 
a food establishment for hun-
dreds of miles.  

Let’s face it, my 14-year-
old missed a lot of the vistas 
we came across in our two-
week trip, with his face in his 
phone. But coasting through 
northern New Mexico and 
into the Rocky Mountains 
of Colorado in our rented 

Jeep, he saw plenty. 
The greatest thing about 

the West is the way in which 
weather plays out in front of 
you as if on a stage. You can 
see the rains falling from the 
sky in sheets and, often, the 
rainbow that follows. From the 
Far View Lodge, just below the 
9,500-foot apex of Mesa Verde 
National Park, you can even 
see the bottom of the rainbow, 
unblocked as the view is into 
four southwest states. 

This summer, New Mex-
ico and Colorado have been 
plagued by droughts and fires 
and, now, heavy rains. It was 
a little risky to book hotels a 
week out, not knowing where 
the fires would still be burn-
ing, but we took it as a good 
sign that we found vacancies 
because the firefighters had 

just left places like Lake Val-
lecito, outside Durango, and 
at the super authentic West-
ern hotel in Ouray. 

My sister and I were a little 
sad we didn’t have any fire-
fighters to hang with in the sa-
loon, but we were happy for 
these towns that the fires had 
abated. They count on tour-
ists, and many people had can-
celled their trips. 

Water sports were a bit 
less adventurous than usual 
because the lakes and rivers 
were at historic lows, but we 
managed to have a great time. 
Driving to Taos, looking at 
the Rio Grande below, I won-
dered how the rafts were go-
ing through the huge exposed 
boulders usually covered by 
foamy rapids. We found out: 
carefully. 

On a trip down the wa-
terway with New Mexico 
River Adventures, my son 
Oscar and I were some-
what saddened to learn that 
the morning would be spent 
mostly coasting along, navi-
gating handily around boul-
ders with the lovely brave 
Emily (a ski patrol in Taos 
in the winter.) After a hot fa-
jita lunch riverside (nothing in 
New Mexico is served without 
chile peppers), we were on to 
the Level-2 rapids. 

I do love rapids. Navigat-
ing the rocks was pretty fas-
cinating. It took a lot of pre-
planning on Emily’s part. 
The guides were amazingly 
adept at helping total ama-
teur kayakers negotiate the 
rocky terrain without too 
much bloodshed. I can hear 
Emily yelling to a Texan mom 
who kept falling over, “Get 
back in your boat!” Ha. As 
if it was so easy. 

 Bertrand Russell  wrote 
about the metaphor of rivers 
and life. It is not hard to see 
the link between how one nav-
igates a roiling waterway and 
how to live. Funny. I wanted to 

go faster. I wanted desperately 
to see around the next curve. 
Oscar and I were both giddy 
with laughter when we had 
to paddle like hell to make it 
through the rapids wedged be-
tween slippery boulders. The 
payoff for hard work was the 
ecstasy of bouncing over fast-
moving waves. 

Hours back east, I am 
lonely for the openness of 
the West, for the emptiness 
of the peaks and valleys, dot-
ted only with prairie dogs 
and cows. I’m glad my son 
at least got a little glimpse, 
and a chance to travel rivers 
and risky mountain paths. 
It was better maybe that he 
was slightly unaware that our 
travel along the steep curvy 
Million Dollar Highway be-
tween Durango and Ouray 
(the 12th-most–dangerous 
road in the world) was both 
before and after major rock 
slides. When the sirens rang 
through the canyon upon our 
arrival to the historic town, it 
was to mark a search and res-
cue mission underway. 

The Wild West keeps you 
on your toes.

A trip out west proves it is still wild
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Ben Verde
Brooklyn Paper

Aberdeen 6 
Cyclones 1 
July 11 in Aberdeen 

Cyclones starter Briam 
Campusano coughed up four 
runs in the first — and failed 
to get out of the first — as the 
Ironbirds got ahead early then 
slowly pulled away. 

Billy Oxford replaced 
Campusano after just two 
outs, having given up four hits 
and a walk. Oxford kept Ab-
erdeen at bay, as did Ryan Sel-
mer and Yeudy Colon. 

Cyclones 6
Aberdeen 0
July 12 in Aberdeen

Jaison Vilera held the Iron-
birds scoreless for seven in-
nings en route to the shutout 
win, striking out nine, and 
allowing three hits and only 
one walk. 

Vilera, a righty from Ven-
ezuela, was helped by an im-
pressive Cyclones offense, led 
by Walter Rasquin, who went 
three for five on the night, 
smacking two doubles, a sin-
gle, and driving in a run.

Cyclones 3 
Aberdeen 2
July 13 in Aberdeen

Sloppy play by the Iron-
birds allowed the Cyclones 
to come back from a 2–1 def-
icit in the ninth.

Trailing by a run with one 
out in the ninth, Chase Cham-
bers singled to bring Walter 
“Rabbi” Rasquin to third. 
Chandler Avant then ran 
for Chambers before Wag-

ner Lagrange singled in the 
Rabbi, tying the score. Brian 
Sharp then bounced back to 
the box and pitcher Diogenes 
Almengo went to second for 
the double play. But shortstop 
Milton Ramos’s throw back 
to first was off line, allow-
ing Avant to score the go-
ahead run. 

Cyclones 5
Williamsport 3
July 14 at MCU Park 

Cyclones’ batters scored 
two in the eighth to break 
a 3–3 tie, and Kevin Smith 
threw three strong innings 
in relief of Mets rehabbing 
starter Jason Vargas to lead 
Brooklyn past the Crosscut-
ters.

With no one on and two 
outs in the eighth, Manny Ro-
driguez doubled to left before 
Jose Miguel Medina worked 
a walk. Carlos Cortez then 
singled in Rodriguez before 

Walter “Rabbi” Rasquin sin-
gled in Medina, putting the 
Clones up by two.

Cyclones 6
Williamsport 2
July 15 at MCU Park 

A first-inning rally got the 
Cyclones going, giving them 
the energy they needed to 
dominate the Crosscutters. 

Brooklyn scored three runs 
in the first and didn’t look 
back, scoring three more in the 
fourth, fifth, and seventh.

“Every time you get ahead 
on the score it’s a plus for 
our pitcher,” manager Ed-
gardo Alfonzo said after the 
game.

Williamsport 4
Cyclones 2 
July 16 at MCU Park 

The Cyclones bats were 
quiet during a rare day game, 
and Brooklyn hurlers didn’t 
throw a clean inning until the 

final frame as the Crosscut-
ters salvaged the final game 
of a three-game set. 

Down by three in the fifth, 
Brooklyn scored its first run 
on a Ross Adolph triple that 
drove home Anthony Diro-
cie, who had walked. Adolph 
later scored on a sacrifice fly 
by David Miranda.

Cyclones 5
Tri-City 0
July 17 at Tri-City

Jaison Vilera threw seven 
innings of two-hit ball, strik-
ing out nine in the process and 
leading the Cyclones to vic-
tory over the Valley Cats.

Wagner Lagrange and Ross 
Adolph led the way for the 
Brooks against five Valley Cat 
pitchers, knocking seven of 
the team’s 13 hits. But our 
boys did strike out 12 times 
on the night.

Clones win two 3-game series
The
RideBy James Harney

Brooklyn Paper

These cyclists are taking the 
ride of a lifetime — to save 
others’ lives.

More than 150 bicyclists 
from around the world will 
pedal their two-wheelers on a 
seven-day, 546-mile journey 
across New York State this 
month on a single mission: to 
deal a death blow to cancer.

Athletes in the fifth-annual 
Empire State Ride each raised 
a minimum of $3,500 to bene-
fit cancer research in order to 
participate in the trek, which 
a rider from Brooklyn praised 
as a worthy tribute to patients 
battling the too-often-deadly 
disease.

“We all know someone 
who has been affected by can-
cer,” said Phil Zodda. “This 
last year I lost a niece at just 
39 years of age, and I have a 
cousin and a niece who fight 
daily for their quality of life. 

Cycling 
for cure

I want to honor them all.”
Cyclists from as far as Cal-

ifornia and the Virgin Islands 
will convene at Staten Island’s 
Wagner College on the morn-
ing of July 29, before hop-
ping on a ferry to Manhat-
tan to start the Ride.

The first leg — about 57 
miles — will take riders up 
Manhattan’s Hudson River 
and Fort Washington Park 
greenways, across the George 
Washington Bridge, and up 
to a campground near Stony 
Point in Rockland County. 

From there, participants will 
pedal further north through 
the Hudson Valley to Duanes-
burg, where they’ll spend 
the night at another camp-
ground. After that, the cy-
clists will cut west into cen-
tral New York State, stopping 
in Albany, Utica, Syracuse, 
and Rochester, before cross-
ing the finish line in Niagra 
Falls on Aug. 4.  

You can get more infor-
mation and follow the 2018 
Empire State Ride at www.
empirestateride.com.

Cyclists raised their two-wheelers following the 
2017 Empire State Ride, which will kick off for the 
fifth year in a row on July 29.
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$2.99
Fish Filet

Sandwich

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

Bacon
Cheeseburger

$2.99

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

$1.99
Chicken Sandwich

(Grilled or Crispy)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

$3.99
Philly Cheesesteak

(Beef or Chicken)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818CNG-7818

$1.99
HOT DOG

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
May not be combined with any other offer or special. 

Offer expires 08/17/18.

Limit 2 offers per coupon

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

Super 
Cheeseburger

$2.99

CNG-7818


