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Your World  — Your News

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A group of mourners gathered on 
July 24 to sing hymns and say prayers 
on the Bushwick pavement where a hit-
and-run driver fatally ran over a 4-year-
old girl  one month prior , kicking off a 
year of such vigils to mark each month 
that passes since young Luz Gonzalez’s 
tragic death.

The remembrances are part of a Cath-
olic tradition practiced by members of 
the Mexican community Gonzalez’s 
family comes from, according to the 
girl’s godmother. 

“They do it each month for a whole 
year. Traditionally, they have to do a 
mass,” said Fabiola Mendieta. 

On June 24, motorist Jeanette Maria 
backed out of what the city has since 
deemed an illegal 
parking lot outside 
Clean City Laundry 
Center laundromat at 
the corner of Wyck-
off Avenue and Hart 
Street, turned, and 
drove into Gonzalez and her mother 
Reyna Candia, killing the girl and in-
juring Candia as she bent down to tie 
the youngster’s shoe.

Cops stopped Maria about a block 
away from the deadly collision as she 
f led the scene, but they let her go, 
leading some demonstrators who 
marched on the 83rd Precinct’s sta-
tion house this month  to question its 
officers about rumors that the driver 
is related to one of New York’s Finest  
— claims the local cops said were ir-
relevant to their investigation of the 

ONE MONTH GONE
Family, friends gather in Bushwick on anniversary of child’s death

Great heights
The owner of Cliffs, a Dumbo-based rock climbing gym, will open a 
new center in Gowanus. See story on page 9.
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incident at the time.  
Police barricades blocked off the en-

tirety of the illicit parking lot on the night 
of the vigil, at which some of the roughly 
30 grievers also placed flowers and can-
dles in honor of Gonzalez, whose first 
name means “light.” 

Weeks ago, Candia and the girl’s fa-
ther  chose not attend the burial of their 

daughter  — a United States citizen by 
birth — in their native Mexico, because 
the immigrants, who are working to re-
ceive green cards, feared they would 
be barred from reentering the country, 
Mendieta said.

And law-enforcement officials have 
shared few updates with the family since 
Maria killed their daughter, the god-

mother said, while the driver still walks 
free — even after Borough President Ad-
ams, a former police officer, demanded 
she be held accountable for fleeing the 
scene at a separate vigil days after the 
incident.

But the investigation is still ongo-
ing, according to a rep for the district 
attorney’s office.

Family and friends of 4-year-old Luz Gonzalez, who was killed by a hit-and-run driver on June 24, gathered 
for a mass on July 24.
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BLIND SPOTS
What Vision Zero overlooks

By Bobby Kirschenbaum
for Brooklyn Paper

A piece of plaster plummeted 
onto the Brooklyn-bound 4- and 
5-train platform inside Borough 
Hall station on July 26, roughly a 
month after a partial ceiling col-
lapse above the hub’s Manhat-
tan-bound 4- and 5-train plat-
form sent debris raining down 
on straphangers. 

Transit employees roped off the 

immediate area shortly after the 
plaster fell, and a spokesman for 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority said the state-run agency 
is “looking into” the incident.

The latest assault from above 
inside the Downtown station in-
jured no one, according to a worker 
securing the platform, who said 
train service continued as normal 
following the fall.

In June, transit authority big-

wig Andy Byford — who over-
sees the agency’s local arm, the 
New York City Transit Authority 
— cited water damage as a possi-
ble cause of the previous ceiling 
collapse while assuring commut-
ers of the roof’s structural integ-
rity and station’s safety follow-
ing that incident.

Borough Hall, which is also a 
stop on the 2 and 3 lines, will re-
ceive $43 million in repairs next 

year, the transit-agency spokesman 
said after last month’s collapse, 
with the cash going towards re-
placing platform edges, installing 
new wall tiles, redesigning its turn-
stile area, reinforcing steel beams 
and girders, and patching up its 
water-damaged ceiling to with-
stand future flooding.

The station is also famous for fill-
ing with snow near its Court Street 
entrance during blizzards.

The sky is falling — again
The ceiling at Borough Hall station just can’t hold it together
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(Left) Transit workers at the 
scene after the ceiling in the 
Borough Hall subway station 
partially collapsed. A previ-
ous collapse (above) fright-
ened commuters in June.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A gunman shot three men in-
side a Bushwick playground on 
July 26, killing one of them, po-
lice said.

The victims were hanging out 
in the green space near Knick-
erbocker Avenue and Madison 
Street when the attacker opened 
fire at about 6:30 pm, fatally hit-

ting a 21-year-old in the back,  
authorities said. The gunman’s 
bullets also struck one 20-year-
old in the back and elbow, and 
grazed another in the arm, in-
vestigators said.

Paramedics rushed the 21-year-
old — whose name was not imme-
diately released pending family 
notification — to Wyckoff Hospi-
tal, where doctors pronounced him 
dead. The wounded victims were 

taken to Brookdale Hospital in sta-
ble condition, officers said.

Investigators found three shell 
casings at the scene, according 
to a spokesman for New York’s 
Finest, who said two men in their 
early 20s were spotted fleeing 
the scene down Woodbine Street. 
On Monday, police arrested and 
charged an 18-year-old suspect 
with murder and a 19-year-old 
with possession of a weapon.

Cops arrest two after murder in Bushwick 

Playground shooting
Police scope out the scene after a pair of brutes shot and killed a 21-year-old, and injured 
two other guys on July 26.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They’re shooting this pool plan 
down.

Residents at a Boerum Hill 
public-housing complex told the 
Feds to sink their proposal to put 
a temporary pool on a parking lot 
there when Gowanus’s Double-
D closes as part of the Gowanus 
Canal cleanup, claiming they lost 
enough spots already after the city 
ceded other pavement at the prop-
erty for a pair of privately owned 
towers.

The Environmental Protection 
Administration leaders in charge 
of scrubbing the Superfund site 
told Gowanusaurs in June that 
 they are eyeing a parking lot at 
Wyckoff Gardens as a possible 
place for the short-term swim-
ming hole , months after the city 
announced that it  tapped devel-
opers Two Trees and The Arker 
Companies to build two 16-story 
buildings with 500 apartments  — 
half of which will rent for below 
market rate — on blacktop at the 
complex.

And those towers will suck up 
too many parking spots as it is, 
the residents argued, so the Feds 
must search elsewhere for the in-
terim splash zone.

“We don’t want it because they 
are trying to put it on the back 
parking lot, that’s the only park-
ing space we will have because 

Residents: Park it elsewhere
Public-housing tenants pan idea to take on pool’s stand-in

Residents of the public Wyckoff Gardens pooh-poohed a 
proposal to put a temporary pool on a parking lot there 
when Gowanus’s Double-D closes, claiming they need the 
spots now that the city has sacrificed others to develop two 
privately owned towers on the property.
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the other two went to developers,” 
said Wyckoff Gardens tenant Paula 
Smith, a member of the complex’s 
resident-watch program. “We al-
ready sacrificed space.”

Another tenant who supported 
the plan to build the temporary pool 
— which federal officials prom-
ised after revealing they must drain 
and demolish the Double-D be-
cause the ground it occupies within 
Thomas Greene Playground must 
be excavated and purged of tox-
ins as part of the Gowanus Canal’s 
cleanse — agreed that it should 
go somewhere other than on her 

neighbors’ parking spaces.    
“Where are the residents going 

to park? I don’t understand where 
they are getting all this space from, 
it’s insane, there’s no space,” said 
Wyckoff Gardens Resident As-
sociation member Monica Un-
derwood.

The residents pushed back 
against the proposed location 
for the pool at a July 25 meet-
ing hosted by Gowanus Council-
man Stephen Levin and local civic 
leaders on the North Gowanus Vi-
sion Committee, where other at-
tendees floated ideas for alternate 

sites to build the stand-in swim-
ming hole. 

Some of those sites are privately 
owned, however, including the lot 
at 270 Nevins St. —  which the 
Council recently approved the use 
of eminent domain to seize from 
its owner ,  film studio Eastern Ef-
fects , if the city cannot work out a 
deal to buy the land and the next-
door Butler Street parcel where the 
ancient Gowanus Station building 
stands as a location for a  water-
filtration facility  required as part 
of the Canal cleanup. 

The Gowanusaurs also sug-
gested several plots along the fetid 
waterway owned by private devel-
oper Property Markets Group, as 
well as publicly owned streets that 
dead-end at the banks of  Brook-
lyn’s Nautical Purgatory , which 
the locals said city transit gurus 
could close off to traffic.

A rep for Eastern Effects de-
clined to comment on whether its 
bigwigs would agree to a deal to 
hand over its land for the pool and 
filtration facility, and a Property 
Markets Group rep did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment.

Cleaning the
Gowanus
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292 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN • INSIDE WHOLE FOODS 365

NEXTLEVELBURGER.COM

Hey Brooklyn! 
A WHOLE WEEK OF 100% PLANT-BASED 

BURGER AWESOMENESS IS COMING YOUR WAY! 

BURGER WEEK ONLY,
 CHECK OUT OUR 

PEACH SHAKES!
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intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. 
Except as permitted under applicable law, this work may not 
be copied, published, disseminated, displayed, performed or 
played without permission of the copyright holder.   

JOIN THE 
CELEBRATION!
COMMISSIONING 
ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
August 16–19
Join us for performances, tours 
and activities for all ages as we 
celebrate this ship. Former crew 
members will reunite and share 
stories from all eras of Intrepid’s 
service. 

NEW EXHIBITION: 
Intrepid A to Z
Explore life on Intrepid through 
an alphabetized collection of 
artifacts, archives and media 
never before seen by the public, 
with commentary from former 
crew members and veterans.

Visit INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/75 
to learn more and get your tickets.

 

  

By Gersh Kuntzman
Special to Brooklyn Paper

The state’s plan to s pend 
millions  to  add a “z” to signs 
for the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge  is actually a com-
plete waste of money.

According to officials at 
Castello di Verrazzano — 
the ancestral home (and vine-
yard!) of explorer Giovanni 
da Verrazzano — the family 
name was spelled with only 
one “z” in the 15th century.

The information is c on-
firmed on the estate’s website  
which states that the Brook-
lyn-to-Staten Island span 
“bears the name of Verrazano 
(one zeta), according to the 
XV Century spelling.” 

But this reporter needed 
more proof, so I took a brief 

STOP THE PRESSES! 

‘Verrazano’ spelled correctly

“They are both right,” she 
told me, declining to give her 
last name as she hurriedly set 
up a wine tasting to which I 
had oddly not been invited.

The full interview, a deeper 
analysis of the “z” scandal, 
more local reaction, and a 
gripping insight into my re-
cent vacation, is in the video 
report on BrooklynPaper.
com.

Gersh Kuntzman is now 
editor-in-chief at Streets-
blog.org, a cycling, pedes-
trian, and transit-oriented 
website.

Our columnist thinks this sign has it right.
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sojourn from a fortnight of 
pasta and gelato in Tuscany 
to visit the vineyard myself. 
I asked an employee whether 

New York State should add 
a “z” to every road sign for 
the bridge and she suggested 
no.

BrooklynPaper.com
To watch the 
video report

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Revel in this! 
Electric-powered scoot-

ers started cruising Brook-
lyn streets on Monday when 
the founders of a Bush-
wick-based transit company 
launched a pilot program to 
give locals a new way to putt-
putt around.

“It is fun, you’re smiling, 
you’re happy, and it’s easy to 
use and it’s affordable,” said 
Frank Reig, the co-founder of 
Revel Transit, outside its Cy-
press Avenue office. “We’re 
trying to give New Yorkers 
just another option that makes 
sense.” 

The environmentally 
friendly two-wheelers — 
which the state’s Department 
of Motor Vehicles  classifies 
as “limited use motorcycle” 
lumped in with other low-
speed cycles like mopeds  — 
can offer straphangers fed up 
with the beleaguered subway 
system a new mode of trans-
portation, said Reig’s business 

Electric rides join curbside rental brigade

Scoot yourself

partner Paul Suhey. 
“Connecting residents to 

different forms of public tran-
sit, we think you can take an 
electric moped to get there,” 
he said.

Riders can sign up for one 
of the scooters — which all 
come equipped with two De-
partment of Transportation-
approved helmets for differ-
ent sized heads — through 

the Revel Transit app on a 
smartphone.

The locations of the all-
electric scooters will pop up 
on a map so users can easily 
find one in the three neigh-
borhoods of the pilot program 
— Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
or Greenpoint — hop on, and 
take off for $4 for 20 minutes, 
and then 25 cents for each min-
ute after that. Riders will also 

get charged 5-cents for every 
minute paused, like if they run 
into a deli to grab lunch, ac-
cording to Revel. 

But before hitting the road, 
riders must first provide they 
have a valid and clean driv-
er’s license — users enter their 
license number and upload a 
picture of it on the app, which 
will scan the license for any 
speeding or drunk driving 
tickets. And must also either 
certify that they have expe-
rience on an electric scooter 
— Revel will take your word 
for it — or if not, take a com-
plimentary lesson at the Cy-
press Avenue hub, according 
to the founders. 

To start, the pilot program’s 
68 two-wheelers, which don’t 
top 29 miles-per-hour, are 
only allowed in Brooklyn 
and Queens — if the wheels 
cross over into Manhattan or 
another distant borough, rid-
ers will have to pay a fine, 
said Reig.

But Reig and Suhey still be-
lieve the new bikes can help 
some Brooklynites during the 
looming 15-month L Train clo-
sure even if they can’t travel 
across the East River — com-
muters can ride them to other 
subway or bus lines that go into 
the distant isle, said Suhey. 

Revel Transit founders Frank Reig and Paul Suhey on 
their company’s electric scooters.
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Baby Peeled
Carrots 22forfor

$$331 lb.1 lb.

Green Squash

¢¢5959lb.lb.

8/01 7AM -8/06 7PM
SALE STARTS 1 2 3 4 5 6

GREAT DEAL!

Mixed Cut Fruit
$$399399

lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

Loaf Cakes 22forfor44$$
64 oz. 64 oz. 

D

ORGANIC

Garnet Yams $$169169
lb.lb.

Seedless Grapes

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Blueberries

22forfor

$$33
full pintfull pint

Frying Peppers

¢¢5959lb.lb.

California
Cantaloupes

22forfor

$$44
Corn

88forfor

$$199199
Seedless Watermelons

¢¢2929lb./wholelb./whole

D

Greek Yogurt

¢¢8989
5.3 oz.5.3 oz.

$$599599
lb.lb.

Cashews Roasted Red Peppers
$$199199

19 oz.19 oz.

K-DAIRY

Tea Biscuits

¢¢999914.1 oz.14.1 oz.

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

13 MONTH CD SPECIAL

2.50% APY*

30 MONTH CD SPECIAL

3.05% APY*

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN ONE OF OUR CD SPECIALS, PLEASE CALL US AT

(718) 680-2121

1750 86TH

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 
which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
All accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge 
Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP

“FREE” | “BROOKYLN CAR SERVICE”

“Serving NY – NJ – CT 
for over 30 years”

TOLL FREE: 1.800.439.9598
TEL: 1.718.384.4444

We accept all major credit cards

ABOUT US

app.brdcars.com

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops cuffed a guy who they 
say assaulted a man and stole 
his phone and cash from his 
pockets on Lawrence Street 
on July 23.

The 37-year-old victim told 
police he was walking with his 
girlfriend near Fulton Street at 
about 8 pm when the suspect 
and four other goons came up 
to them and demanded she 
hand over cash. 

The victim told the five 
suspects to get lost, but they 
followed the couple, according 
to police. The victim called 
911 and the suspects started 
assaulting him, pushed him 
to the ground, and grabbed 
his Samsung, $180, and a 
key out of his pockets, offi-
cials said. Police arrested one 
33-year-old in connection to 
the crime. 

Long-distance
Police arrested a guy for 

allegedly punching a man and 
stealing his phone on a sub-
way near Willoughby Street 
on July 28. 

The 25-year-old victim told 
cops he was riding a Brook-
lyn-bound A train near Jay 
Street at about 11:15 am when 
he dropped his Samsung 
Galaxy. The victim asked 
the suspect for it back, but 
he punched him in the face, 
according to authorities. The 
suspect then hurled the phone 
across the street and fled, of-
ficials said. 

Train terror
A wretch threatened a guy 

with a knife inside a subway 
station near Willoughby Street 
on July 24, police said. 

The 49-year-old victim was 
walking down the stairs inside 
the station near Jay Street at 
about 5 pm when he made eye 
contact with the creep, who 
said, “Why are you watch-
ing me?” police said. 

The rogue then pulled out 
a knife, scratched the victim 
on his right bicep, and fled 
the station, according to au-
thorities. 

Caught 
Cops arrested a guy for 

allegedly smashing a per-
son with a pole on Lawrence 
Street on July 25. 

The suspect struck the vic-
tim in the head with a metal 
pole near Fulton Street at 
about 11 am, according to au-
thorities. Paramedics took the 
victim to Brooklyn Hospital, 
officials said. 

Keys please! 
Some malefactor swiped a 

guy’s set of keys and packages 
from his State Street building 
on July 28, police said. 

The 55-year-old victim 
told cops on July 25 that the 
crook entered the lobby of his 
building near Flatbush Ave-
nue at about 6:30 pm and ran 
out with his keys. The baddie 
then came back about half an 
hour later and stole five Am-
azon packages from the mail-
room, cops said. 

Police: Guys assault and rob man 

Where’s my car?
A knave stole a woman’s 

car parked on Sands Street 
sometime overnight on July 
23, police said. 

The 26-year-old victim told 
cops she had parked her 2009 
BMW with New York plates 
near Gold Street at about 3 
pm, and when she went back 
to get it the next day at about 
5 pm, it was gone, according 
to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Fight night
A thief ran off with a wom-

an’s phone she dropped amid 
a fight outside an Atlantic Av-
enue arena on July 16.

The victim told police 
that she was caught up in a 
brawl outside the stadium near 
Flatbush Avenue at 11:05 pm, 
causing her to fumble her iP-
hone 7, which was quickly 
recovered off the ground 
by a nearby opportunist in 
a white T-shirt, who subse-
quently outran the 31-year-
old woman.

Police have failed to arrest 
any suspects, and the case has 
been closed, cops said.

Lovers’ spat
A 21-year-old woman was 

arrested for allegedly beat-
ing up her 18-year-old boy-
friend and threatening him 
with a knife following an ar-
gument inside their Third Av-
enue apartment on July 18.

The victim told police that 
sharp words became sharp ac-
tions after his beau turned her 
nails on him, leaving him 
with scratches on his torso 
and back inside their home 
between Wyckoff and Bal-
tic streets at 4 am.

The suspect then snatched 
up a kitchen knife and said 
she would stab her bloodied 
boyfriend, but the woman 
eventually cooled off and 
laid the blade back down, 
cops said.

New York’s Finest arrived 
later that night, and arrested 
the woman on misdemeanor 
assault charges, according to 
police.

Wrangler
A thief stole a woman’s ste-

reo from her Jeep Wrangler 
she parked on Eighth Avenue 
on July 15.

The victim told police that 
she left her canvas-topped 
four-wheeler between Sixth 
and Seventh streets at 11 am, 
and returned two days later to 
find some crook had unzipped 
her plastic windows and made 
off with her music box, along 
with a pair of headphones and 
a battery charger.

Police have failed to arrest 
any suspects, and the case has 
been closed, cops said.

Intervention
Police busted a 29-year-

old woman accused of driv-
ing drunk on Third Avenue 
on July 19.

The arresting officer claims 
he spotted the woman breeze 
through a red light near Car-
roll Street from behind the 
wheel of her 2017 Honda Ac-
cord at 4:37 am, and, after 
stopping her, discovered that 
she reeked of booze, and ex-
hibited other telltale signs of 
a fun night.

Tests later showed the 
woman had a blood alcohol 
content of .098, just over the 
state’s legal limit of .08, and 
the officer cuffed her for the 
misdemeanor offense, cops 
said.

Debt collector
Some jerk sucker-punched 

a guy over money on Ninth 
Street on July 22.

The victim told police his 
buddy clocked him between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
6:50 pm in response to an out-
standing debt, leading him to 
topple over and suffer a rough 
landing on his hip.

The victim was taken to 
a nearby hospital for treat-
ment to the hip, according 
to police.

No suspect has been ar-
rested, and the case has been 
closed, cops said. 

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Slapped
Some brute assaulted a 

woman on Baltic Street on 
July 29, cops say.

According to authori-
ties, the jerk shoved the vic-
tim up against a fence near 
Bond Street around 8:50 pm 
and slapped her. 

Unclean
Cops busted a guy who they 

say shoplifted from a Smith 
Street pharmacy on July 29. 

According to the report, 
the suspect tried to swipe two 
bottles of body wash from the 
druggist near President Street, 
before being caught. The sus-
pect was also in possession 
of a crack pipe, according to 
police. 

Cops charged the suspect 
with petty larceny, criminal 
possession of a stolen prop-
erty and possession of a con-
trolled substance. 

Smooth criminal
Some miscreant robbed a 

woman at a Smith Street bar 
on July 27, police say.

The victim told cops she 
was sitting at the bar with her 
bag hanging on a hook under-
neath the bar around 7:30 pm 
when the creep sat next to her 
and distracted her by talking 
to her friend. When the vic-

tim went to pay, her bag was 
missing, she told police. 

The bag contained her wal-
let, passport, and social secu-
rity card, the report says.

Radio silence
Some snake robbed a car 

on Dikeman Street on July 
27, police say.

According to the report, the 
lout smashed the window of 
the victim’s car parked near 
Van Brunt Street around 8 pm 
and made off with a radio. 

— Ben Verde

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Love triangle 
Police arrested a man who 

allegedly stabbed another man 
in the chest and back on 49th 
Street on July 30.

The alleged assault oc-
curred between Third and 
Fourth avenues at around 
11:30 pm, when the pair were 
fighting about a girl, police 
said. Emergency medical 
personnel brought the man 
to Lutheran Medical Center, 
according to the report.  

Stolen wheels 
A crook stole a yellow 1986 

Chevrolet Sedan from its Fifth 
Avenue parking spot on July 
29, the owner reported to po-
lice the next day. 

The vehicle was parked 
near 35th Street, and the thief 
stole it sometime between 7 
and 9 pm, cops said. 

Into the night 
A bandit stole a blue 2009 

Yamaha motorcycle from its 
74th Street parking spot on 
July 30. 

The sneak stole the bike 
from the spot between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues at 
some point between 1 am and 
5:30 am, cops said. 

Traffic fight 
Police arrested a woman 

who they say assaulted a 
traffic agent on 41st Street 
on July 30. 

The alleged assault oc-
curred between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues between 10:40 
and 11 am, police reported.

Officer robbed 
A lout stole an auxiliary 

police officer’s identification 
card and shield, along with 
her purse and credit and debit 
cards, from her car parked on 
Third Avenue on July 30. 

The baddie made the steal 
from the vehicle’s parking spot 
near 37th Street sometime be-
tween 2:40 and 3:30 pm, ac-
cording to authorities. 

From behind 
A lout stole more than 

$3,109 worth of cash, checks, 
and cards from a woman’s 
purse at the 59th Street train 
station on July 30. 

The woman was at the sta-
tion near Fourth Avenue be-
tween 6:10 pm and 6:20 pm, 
at which point the goon ap-
proached her from behind and 
grabbed her belongings, po-
lice said.  

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Rude awakening 
Police arrested a man who 

allegedly followed a woman 
into her 84th Street home on 
July 24 and stared at her while 
she slept in her bedroom. 

Officers say the man be-
gan following the woman near 
Ridge Boulevard at 10 pm, 
and followed her down 84th 
Street to her home between 
Colonial Road and Ridge Bou-
levard, and where she woke 
up to find him staring at her 
while she slept, according to 
the report. 

Seat stealer
A crook smashed the win-

dows of a car parked near 
Dyker Beach Park on July 
23 — and stole the vehicle’s 
seats and tires. 

The theft occurred near 
Poly Place at some point 
overnight and before 12:30 
pm, police said.  

Bad ride
A pair of punks escaped a 

cab ride without paying and 
then assaulted the driver by 
punching him and stunning 
him with a Taser on Fourth 
Avenue on July 25. 

The assault began at 84th 
Street around 7:20 pm, when 
the cab driver dropped the 
men off, and they tried to leave 
without paying, police said. 
When the driver tried to stop 
the men, one of them clocked 
him — causing a laceration 
to his ear and bruising to his 
back — before stunning him 
with the Taser, according to 
the report.

The man who assaulted 
the driver left his tablet in 
the car, and the second man 
left his phone, sunglasses, and 
necklace in the vehicle, po-
lice said.  

Bad play
Police arrested a man who 

they say struck another man 
twice on the right side of his 
forehead at a playground on 
Shore Road on July 26. 

The alleged assault oc-
curred at the playground 
near Oliver Street just after 
8 am, police said, and left the 
victim. 

Bottled-up anger 
A lout struck a man in the 

side of the head with a glass 
bottle, causing a laceration, on 
67th Street on July 28. 

The assault occurred at 
Eighth Avenue around 11:30 
pm, and the lowlife fled in 
an unknown direction after-
wards, police said. 

Wrong call 
A thief stole a phone from a 

man who was trying to sell it 
on 65th Street on July 28. 

The theft occurred be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
at around 3:30 pm, when the 
lout pretended to be interested 
in buying the phone and asked 
to hold it. But when the seller 
handed it over, the nogood-
nik fled in a dark blue Honda 
Accord, police said. 
 — Julianne McShane

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A man hurled himself 
and his girlfriend into the 
path of an oncoming C 
train in Bushwick on July 
26, authorities said.

Witnesses told police 
they saw 42-year-old Cyn-
thia Raiser of Queens 
dragged onto the tracks 
by her 54-year-old boy-
friend at Broadway Junc-
tion at 4:45 pm, when the 
Manhattan-bound train 
struck them.

Paramedics found 
Raiser dead inside the sta-
tion, but her boyfriend lin-
gered long enough to be 
transported to Brookdale 

Hospital, where he died, 
cops said.

Raiser had celebrated 
her birthday on Wednes-
day, the day before what 
police are now investi-
gating as a murder, ac-
cording to the woman’s 
father, who told the New 
York Daily News that he 
warned her to stay away 
from her boyfriend.

“The guy was a mental 
case. But she don’t listen 
to me,” James Raiser told 
the Manhattan tabloid. “I 
say, ‘Stay away.’” 

Police said they were 
withholding the man’s 
name until his next of 
kin can be notified. 

Man, girlfriend 
killed by train
Possible murder-suicide

NERDS
LOVE 

CALL TO 
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(718) 260-4552
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Beach party
The Future of music is in Coney!
The Coney Island Music Festival will return 

to rock the seaside neighborhood with a free, 
day-long event on Aug. 4. The second edition 
of the music event, created by the Alliance for 
Coney Island, will feature a dozen bands per-
forming at two stages, setting the festival on its 
path towards becoming an iconic day of up-and-
coming rock and rollers, said the group’s exec-
utive director.

“Our goal is to grow this event to be an un-
missable music experience that can be enjoyed in 
the center of the Amusement District with spec-
tacular views, an ocean breeze, and iconic land-
marks and rides surrounding the audience and 
musicians,” said Alexandra Silversmith. “With 
two co-headliners and several musicians grow-
ing in the music scene, this festival is providing 
fans a chance to experience a spectacular free 
event in our iconic neighborhood.”

The line-up this year includes Philly rocker 
 Alex G , and the California twin brothers who 
form  The Garden  as co-headliners. 

Also taking the stage — at the Coney Art 
Walls Stage at 4 pm — will be  Future Punx , a 
new wave Brooklyn four-piece performing in the 
People’s Playground for the first time. The band 
members are thrilled to introduce their tunes to 
new listeners, said the lead singer. 

“We are totally excited,” said Chris Pickering. 
“We are always excited to play for new crowds and 
folks who haven’t heard or seen us before.” 

The band has been playing for five years, 
mostly with shows in Bushwick and Williams-
burg, where most of the members live. But Pick-
ering said that performing in new territory is 
one of its goals. 

“It’s probably not going to be a crowd we are 
used to, but our music appeals to a broad audi-
ence, and we like to get our music in as many 
ears as possible,” he said. “It’s going to be cool, 
and the fact it’s free is very appealing.”

He describes the group’s music as based in 
rock, but with elements of other genres and elec-
tronic sounds.

“It’s a very funky, danceable, electronic punk 
music,” said Pickering. “We are very much a 
rock band, we have bass, drums, synth, and we 
bridge rock and electronic.”

Other local artists on the bill include Brooklyn 
bands  the Muckers  and  Navy Gangs , Bedford-
Stuyvesant rapper  Whoisskitzo , and musical col-
lective the  Pow Pow Family Band , among others. 
The day will also games and food trucks.

Coney Island Music Festival, Stillwell Stage 
[Stillwell Avenue at Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, www.cimusicfestival.com]. Coney Art 
Walls Stage [3050 Stillwell Ave. between Bow-
ery Street and the Boardwalk in Coney Island]. 
Aug. 4; noon–8 pm. Free.

 — Alexandra Simon

M U S I C

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re hoping for a happily-ever-af-
ter.

A pair of comediennes will host a 
night of funny, fractured fairy tales to raise 
cash for kids who have been lost in the 
woods of government bureaucracy. “Pretty 
Grimm,” at Littlefield in Gowanus on Aug. 
8, will raise awareness and funds for the 
Florence Project, a group that helps detained 
immigrants in Arizona. The show’s creators 
hope that the fairy tale characters will make 
audience members think about their own 
childhoods, and about the plight of immi-
grant kids torn from their parents.

“I was thinking about the detained kids, 

and how to keep them at the forefront of 
people’s minds when they’re donating,” 
said Carroll Gardens resident Alexandria 
Iona, who created the show with fellow 
comedian Kate Villa, of Manhattan. “We 
thought we could do that by giving people 
a fun, boundless show that was generally 
untapped in comedy.”

During the show, more than 30 perform-

ers will each deliver a two-minute mono-
logue as their favorite fairy tale character, 
with appearances from the Little Mermaid, 
Captain Hook, the Big Bad Wolf, and Cin-
derella’s evil stepsisters, among others. Sev-
eral performers will also sing original, fairy 
tale-inspired songs.

Iona hopes the format will allow the 
funny people to tap into their more cre-
ative sides.

“This is very much about the whole 
character and using their voice and the 
body and costume — it gives them a little 
bit more freedom than just telling jokes,” 
she said.

Iona will take the stage as the title char-
acter from “The Princess and the Pea,” 
searching for a comfortable bed in a mat-

tress store. And Villa will perform as a 
“hipper-than-Cinderella’s” fairy godmother 
who gambles away her savings at a ca-
sino, she said.

“Basically I’m taking this character who 
I know so well and putting her in the sit-
uation of that friend who’s always like, ‘I 
left my wallet at home,’ ” she said.

Villa hopes that when the audience 
finishes laughing, they feel spurred to 
help children who are still in immigra-
tion custody.

“I think it’s really important that they 
don’t fall out of the news — when they 
do fall out of the news, they fall out of 
the public consciousness,” she said. “We 
shouldn’t be moving on until something 
is fixed.”

Glowing up
This party gets a rave review! 
A travelling Caribbean dance party will make 

its Brooklyn debut this weekend. The “West Indian 
Rave Tour,” in Prospect Heights on Aug. 11, com-

bines elements of island 
Carnival culture with the 
thumpa-thumpa glow 
stick style of rave par-
ties. The event’s founder 
said he created the party 
when he realized that the 
endless parties of his col-
lege years needed some 
of the soul of his Carib-
bean heritage.

“We wanted to take 
the positives of raving 
and combine that with 
Caribbean carnival cul-

ture, which is about freedom, being carefree, 
and enjoyment,” said Jeron Smart. “People go 
to raves to go and feel release, and we want peo-
ple to feel that and come to vibe and rave with 
that energy and excitement.”

Smart, a Washington, D.C. native, was also 
inspired by a visit to Brooklyn’s West Indian 
Labor Day parade, where his concept of Ca-
ribbean music expanded beyond the reggae and 
soca music he was used to.

“After I came from the Labor Day parade, I 
saw how much bigger and different Caribbean 
culture here was,” he said. “I had been in New 
York many times but I never really paid atten-
tion to the different types of music played there, 
and then I discovered Kompa.”

Smart was compelled to spread the word about 
the Haitian music style, he said. He rebranded 
his rave parties, adding music styles from across 
the entire Caribbean, he said.

“When you go to New York, there’s parties 
that play zouk, kompa, salsa, and merengue,” 
he said. “There’s a lot of different islands that 
have their own music and own cultures. We 
wanted the event to showcase the beauty of ev-
ery island’s music, especially the ones in French, 
Dutch, or Spanish.”

At the party on Aug. 11, guests will receive 
glow sticks and glowing necklaces, and can choose 
to have glowing makeup applied by artists. The 
event will also serve food from various islands, 
with a focus on offerings from Grenada, Haiti, 
Cuba, and Barbados. The mixture of cultures 
and the food should be a major draw for peo-
ple, he said. 

“People should attend not only to see the per-
fect marriage of Caribbean carnival and rave, 
but the food is going to be amazing and it’s go-
ing to make you come back,” he said.

“WI Rave Tour” at PacificBK [1065 Pacific St. 
between Classon and Franklin avenues in Pros-
pect Heights, (347) 632–7578, www.wiravetour.
com]. Aug. 11 at 10 pm. $30–$40 ($100 VIP). 

 — Alexandra Simon

N I G H T L I F EFable genius
Comedians’ fairy tale show raises cash for immigrant kids

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

I
s your kitty ready for its 
closeup?

A Dumbo photo exhibition will 
showcase artsy feline photos this 
September — and your cat could be 
among the stars of the show! “Hum-
ble Cats: Photoville Edition,” part of 
the seventh annual Photoville fes-
tival returning to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Sept. 13–23, is looking for 
cat pictures that go beyond Lolcat 
memes and Facebook photos, said 
the show’s curator. 

“Everybody makes jokes about cat 
photos and how they’re just memes,” 
said Jon Feinstein, “You see people 
talking on Facebook about how they 
will unfriend somebody if they post 
too many pictures of their cat.” 

The exhibition looks to elevate peo-
ple’s idea of how good a cat photo can 
be, said Feinstein, who published an 
online exhibit of cat photos in 2014, 
later collected as the book “Humble 
Cat: New Cats in Art Photography.” 
Feinstein’s favorite photographers 

inspired him to see cat pictures as 
more than just an Internet phenom-
enon, he said.

“So many of the most inspiring pho-
tographers for me have some amaz-
ing cat photos just lying around in 
their collection, or they’ve actually 
done a project about cats that is way 
more legitimate than a meme,” said 
Feinstein.

The exhibition in Brooklyn’s Front 
Yard will feature about 30 pictures 
displayed in a shipping container. Half 
of the photos will be highlights from 
Feinstein’s book and the other half 
will be submissions from the pub-
lic, according the organizer of the 
festival.

“I think it’s going to be a really in-
teresting mix of everyday people who 

really love their cats and want their 
cat to shine and then also professional 
photographers,” said Sam Barzilay, 
co-founder of Dumbo’s United Photo 
Industries, which runs the fest.

The organizers have already re-
ceived a whopping 100 submissions 
in the first week, so competition to get 
your kitty on display is fierce. 

Barzilay’s advice is to have fun 
taking the picture, while also mak-
ing it stand out for people who might 
not care about your fuzzy friend the 
way that you do.

“You know and love your cat, but 
for me as an audience member, this 
is the first time I’m seeing this cat, so 
it has to transcend that personal con-
nection,” said Barzilay. “You have to 
take yourself out of the equation and 
think, ‘If I didn’t know this cat, would 
it make me laugh or think?’ ”

Feinstein said that cat fans should 
also look at his “ Humble Cats ” book 
or its  online exhibition  for inspira-
tion .

You can submit your cat photos 
at  snapcat.submittable.com/submit  
through Aug. 7.

The purr-fect shot
Exhibit makes open call for kitty pics

Crown and out: Comediennes Alexandria Iona, left, and Kate Villa, right, will host a night of fairy tale-themed music and comedy at Littlefield on Aug. 8, in order to raise 
funds for an immigration legal defense group.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
C

al
eb

 C
al

d
w

el
l

“Pretty Grimm” at Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus, www.littlefi eldnyc.
com). Aug. 8 at 8 pm. $10.
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Flying fur: These images from the “Humble Cats” photo exhibit 
may inspire cat fanciers who wish to submit their own photos.
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The “Humble Cats” exhibit will 
be part of Photoville at Brook-
lyn Bridge Plaza (enter at Water 
Street and New Dock Street in 
Dumbo, www.photoville.com). 
Sept. 13–23. Free.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 3

Hair 
apparent 
We ran so far away, 
but we just couldn’t 
get away from the ’80s 
music! Time warp back 
to the Reagan-era 
tonight at the “Lost 
’80s Live” concert, fea-
turing the bands A 
Flock of Seagulls (pic-
tured, believe it or 
not), Wang Chung, 
Naked Eyes, Animo-
tion, the Romantics, 
and more — each of 
which had at least one 
mega-hit.

7 pm at Ford 
Amphitheater (3052 W. 
21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, www.for-
damphitheaterconeyis-
land.com). $20–$99.

SATURDAY
Aug. 4

That’s gold!
The Brooklyn Cyclones 
will become the 
Brooklyn Seinclones 
for the fifth annual 
Seinfeld Night! Look 
for an appearance by 
Steve Hytner, who 
played Jerry’s nemesis 
Kenny Bania (pictured) 
on the show about 
nothing, and show up 
early to score the sea-
son’s greatest freebie: 
a talking Keith Her-
nandez alarm clock, 
which will gently rouse 
fans by saying “I’m 
Keith Hernandez!” 

6 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance).

SUNDAY
Aug. 5

Oh, Honey!
Hearing about this 
mead our day!  New 
York Mead Day  at 
Enlightenment Wines 
will feature five pro-
ducers of the honey-
based booze offering 
free samples of their 
many varieties, tips to 
aspiring mead-makers, 
and a chance to buy 
rare bottles. Sign up 
for free “Mead Univer-
sity” sessions at 2 pm 
and 3 pm, or just stop 
by to sip samples 
starting at 4 pm.

2–6 pm at Enlightenment 
Wines (93 Scott Ave. at 
Randolph Street in 
Bushwick, www.enlighten-
mentwines.com). Free.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 8

Armor class 
Fantasy fans of all 
ages should come to 
the launch party of 
Denis Markell’s mid-
dle-grade adventure 
“The Game Masters of 
Garden Place,” about 
a group of Dungeons 
& Dragons–playing 
kids whose characters 
come to life. After 
Markell reads from the 
book, you can play a 
quick game set in the 
world of the book.

4 pm at Brooklyn 
Strategist [333 Court St. 
between Sackett and 
Union streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 576–3035 
www.thebrooklynstrate-
gist.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
Aug. 9

Putin on airs
No one wants to re-
live the 2016 election, 
but you can get a 
whole new perspec-
tive on the conten-
tious contest in “Our 
New President.” The 
funny but disturbing 
documentary shows 
the election as it was 
portrayed by state-
controlled Russian 
news media, who 
painted Hillary Clin-
ton as a mentally defi-
cient mass murderer, 
and Trump as a large-
handed aristocrat.

8:30 pm at the Old 
American Can Factory 
(232 Third St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, www.
rooftopfi lms.com]. $16.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 3
ART, “PRACTICE IN PROGRESS” 

OPENING RECEPTION: An exhibit 
of 22 artists working at the founda-
tion’s gallery. Free. 6–8 pm. NARS 
Foundation [201 46th St. at Second 
Avenue, fourth fl oor in Sunset Park, 
(718) 768–2765]. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTIVAL 2018: 
Free. 7 pm. Medgar Evers College 
[Bedford Avenue and Crown Street 
in Crown Heights, (718) 270–5140], 
ares.mec.cuny.edu/faculty. 

DANCE, LOCK STEP: A dance perfor-
mance and panel discussion about 
traveling along the Erie Canal and 
through its lock system. $2. 7 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, NONAME: With Topaz Jones 
and Jazze Belle. Free. 7:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bricartsme-
dia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S TALE”: 
Shakespeare’s tragicomedy about 
a jealous king, a shipwreck, and a 
lost child. Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

FILM, GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY, 
VOL. 2: Free outdoor screening. 
Free. 8 pm. Transmitter Park (Green-
point Ave. at East River Waterfront 
in Greenpoint), www.townsquare-
inc.com. 

THEATER, HUNTER JOHN AND 
JANE: A ghost story that re-imag-
ines what a musical love story can 
be. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street and At-
lantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, BURLESQUE AT THE 
BEACH: Jo Weldon’s Cat House: 
$15. 10 pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore (1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th St. in 
Coney Island). 

THEATER, STAGGERS AND JAGS 
HEALTH INSPECTION DAY: A live 
musical comedy about a pirate bar 
facing a health inspection. $5. 11 
pm. The Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

SAT, AUG. 4
FAMILY, AARTI HINDU LAMP CER-

EMONY: Decorate a palm leaf lamp 
and release it along the East River, 
as part of this ceremony to remem-
ber loved ones. With a traditional 
drumming ceremony. Free. 4–8 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park (Main 
Street and Pebble Beach in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

MARKET, METRO FLEA PARK SLOPE: 
Sidewalk artisan market every Sat-
urday and Sunday on Fifth Avenue. 
Free. 10 am–6 pm. Middle School 
51 [350 Fifth Ave. between Fourth 
and Fifth streets in Park Slope, (718) 
598–6604], www.metrofl ea.nyc. 

MARKET, FARMER’S MARKET: Grab 
your veggies, fruits, herbs, seeds 
and local crafts at affordable prices. 
Free. 11 am–3 pm. Wyckoff House 
Museum [5816 Clarendon Rd. at 
Ralph Avenue in East Flatbush, (718) 
629–5400], www.wyckoffmuseum.
org. 

READING, “A STORYTELLING OF RA-
VENS”: Brooklyn author Kyle Lukoff 
reads from his witty picture book 
about collective nouns for animals. 
Free. 11 am. Books Are Magic (225 
Smith St. at Butler Street in Carroll 
Gardens). 

ART, SUMMER SHOW: The Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition hosts 
fi ve different show for its summer 
session, including an exhibit of sum-
mer-inspired work and a collection 
by Park Slope artists. Free. 1–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

WE ARE BROOKLYN COMMUNITY 
BLOCK PARTY: An arts-fi lled out-
door event, with poetry readings, 
live music and DJ sets, collaborative 
artwork; games, sports, and more. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, AUG 3

RELIGION, HILLSONG CONFER-

ENCE: $200. tba.

SAT, AUG 18

SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER: 

$51–$156. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 19

SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$550–$600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 20

SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $26–$156. 7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 21

SPORTS, WWE SMACKDOWN 

LIVE:  $26–$156. 7:30 pm.

FRI, AUG 24

SPORTS, POWER 105 PRESENTS 

BIG3: Three-on-three basketball 

tournament. $24–$750. 7 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 3:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 3:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and three-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 3:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Brock smash!: World Wrestling Entertainment champion 
Brock Lesnar will smash his opponents into the mat during 
the Smackdown Live! event on Aug. 21
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18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit.
Checking account required.2

APY1

Celebrate Summer with a Great Rate.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4

This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).

1 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements 
and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. 
Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking customers are not eligible. The gift will be given 
to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional 
item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. 
Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations to new 
Complete Checking and CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account customers only. Existing checking 
account customers are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Get a $200 Amazon® gift 
card when you open a new 
Flushing Bank Complete 
Checking account with 
$10,000 and an 18-Month 
CD with $50,000.3

162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
alk about a bare stage!

A co-ed group of actors 
will strip down to their birth-

day suits to present a 17th-century 
play about sexy shenanigans among 
masked strangers. The director of 
“The Rover,” opening in Prospect 
Park on Aug. 16, has previously led 
nude,  all-female  and then  all-male  
Shakespeare shows, but says that the 
mixed-gender cast creates a much 
more diverse experience for both 
the actors and audience. 

“The storytelling has been very 
different. As soon as you start put-
ting people of different genders on 
stage, all of a sudden you get people 
with different body types, gender ex-
pressions, different backgrounds and 
perspectives — and different fears 
and anxieties,” said Pitr Strait, the 
artistic director of Torn Out Theater, 
who lives in Park Slope.

“The Rover” — written by one of 
the first female playwrights, Aphra 
Behn — takes place during the fes-
tive Carnival season in Italy and fol-
lows the adventures of a group of 
Englishmen on holiday. Some of 
the characters don traditional Car-
nival masks, which adds another di-
mension to the play — their faces 

are covered but their bodies are ex-
posed, said Strait. 

“It’s all about escaping from the 
world you live in, all about hiding 
one part of yourself and revealing 

another part,” he said. “What the 
play at its heart is about is finding 
the freedom to be yourself.”

One uncovered actress, who plays 
the male character Blunt, says that it 

has been interesting to notice the dif-
ference in how she is treated because 
of her true and fictional bodies.

“I get treated different from ev-
eryone else,” said Hannah Benjamin, 
who lives in Williamsburg. 

“The Rover” is a perfect play to 
put on in the buff, said Benjamin, 
because of the message its writer 
was trying to send about power dy-
namics between men and women, 
said Benjamin. 

“I think that it’s so appropriate to 
this piece in particular, especially 
because Aphra Behn is true femi-
nist literature, one of the first female 
playwrights making a point about 
power dynamics, about being hid-
den and being seen,” she said. “It 
really enhances the piece well, it’s 
not just novelty.”

Strait also brought on an “inti-
macy choreographer” to help the cast 
feel comfortable performing in their 
skin, said Benjamin. 

“We make it a point to make it a 
safe space, a lot of talk of consent, 
making sure we’re feeling comfort-
able,” she said. 

The members of Torn Out The-
ater have only improved in their third 
year, said Strait. 

“Every year we get better at nav-
igating the comfort and safety and 
vulnerability,” he said. 

Theater in the raw
Naked Restoration comedy comes to P’Park
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Animal magnetism: (Top) Masked actors Giordano Cruz and Re-
anna Roane are bound up in an adventure in the 16th-century 
play “The Rover.” (Above) Actors Tucker Dally Johnston and Bear 
Spiegel rehearse for their nude version of the Restoration comedy, 
coming to Prospect Park on Aug. 16.
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“The Rover” at Prospect Park’s 
Music Pagoda (at the north end of 
the Nethermead, enter at Ocean 
Avenue and Lincoln Road in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens, www.
tornouttheater.org). Aug. 16–17, 
23–24 at 5:30 pm, Aug. 18–19, 
25–26 at 2 pm. Free.

T H E AT E R
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Free. 1–5 pm. (Myrtle Av-
enue at Fleet Place in Fort 
Greene), www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 
MUSIC FESTIVAL: Two 
stages, vendors, and more. 
Free. 1:30 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.cimu-
sicfestival.com. 

MUSIC, SUMMER THUN-
DER: Live music and drink 
specials. This week: The 
Jay Vons, with Miriam & 
Nobody’s Babies, and 
PMS and the Moodswings. 
Free. 2 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, DEGRAW FEST: The 
Gowanus recording studio 
Degraw Sound hosts a day-
long music festival featuring 
the many local bands that 
have recorded there. $10. 
2–10 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

DINING, CONEY ISLAND 
BREWERY 3RD ANNIVER-
SARY BASH!: Celebrate 
the brewery’s third birthday 
with tarot card readings, the 
Strong Man Hammer Game, 
and sideshow entertain-
ment from Adam Realman, 
plus a new brew! Free. 2–10 
pm. Coney Island Brewing 
Company (1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland-
beer.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Seinfeld 
Night. $12–$19 ($10–$17 in 
advance). 6 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, TARRUS RILEY WITH 
DEAN FRASER AND THE 
BLAK SOIL BAND: Mwenso 
and the Shakes opens. Part 
of the Bric Celebrate Brook-
lyn! Festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, “BLACK PANTHER”: 
The best of the Marvel 
superhero movies, about 
a secret African kingdom, 
gets a free outdoor screen-
ing from Rooftop Films. 
Wakanda forever! Free. 8:30 
pm. Brooklyn Army Terminal 
Pier 4 (140 58th Street, be-
tween First Avenue and the 
water in Sunset Park), www.
rooftopfi lms.com. 

FILM, “PROSPECT”: A sci-fi  
fi lm about a girl and her 
father, who travel to an alien 
moon in hopes of striking it 
rich. $16. 8:30 pm. Green-

Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, BURLESQUE AT 
THE BEACH: Love Letters 
from Coney. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th St. 
in Coney Island). 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 3. 

THEATER, “HUNTER JOHN 
AND JANE”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Aug. 3. 

SUN, AUG. 5
MARKET, METRO FLEA PARK 

SLOPE: 10 am–6 pm. See 
Saturday, Aug. 4. 

FAMILY, MAGIC AT CONEY: A 
Sunday matinee of illusion-
ists, escape artists, mental-
ists and close-up magicians 
from around the world. $10 
($5 for children under 12). 
Noon. Coney Island Mu-
seum (1208 Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
island.com. 

ART, SUMMER SHOW: 1–6 
pm. See Saturday, Aug. 4. 

MUSIC, “OH! THAT LOW 
BRIDGE!”: Singer, com-
poser, and folklorist George 
Ward brings the Erie Ca-
nal’s heyday to life through 
story and song. $2. 7 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

MON, AUG. 6
READING, BOOKS BENEATH 

THE BRIDGE: Poets Eliza-
beth Acevedo, Camonghne 
Felix, and Safi a Elhillo read 
their work, with the Manhat-
tan skyline as a backdrop. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Granite Prospect 
[Old Fulton Street at Fur-
man Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

THEATER, “DREAMERS 
OFTEN LIE”: A production 
of “Romeo and Juliet” pre-
sented as a teenage house 
party that gets out of hand. 
$20. 7 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

MUSIC, “THE SACRED AND 
THE PROFANE”: Bridget 
Kibbey and her cham-
ber orchestra perform in 
the Catacomb beneath 
the boneyard. $80. 7 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Kate Willett, Patrick 
Hastie, Gabe Stoddard, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 

Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

FILM, “ANCHORMAN”: A free 
outdoor screening of the 
classy cult comedy starring 
Will Ferrell. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Parklife (636 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
parklifebk.com. 

COMEDY, ED SULLIVAN ON 
ACID: A long-running, free 
stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Calvin S. Cato. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

TUES, AUG. 7
THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 

The psychedelic story of a 
king going mad, presented 
through the lens of a 1970s 
cult. $20. 7 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

FILM, “SINGIN’ IN THE 
RAIN”: An outdoor screen-
ing of the classic musical 
about the transition from 
silent fi lms to talkies. Free. 
7 pm. The Plaza at 300 
Ashland (Ashland Place at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.downtown-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, THE SACRED AND 
THE PROFANE: 7 pm. See 
Monday, Aug. 6. 

MUSIC, JASON MRAZ AND 
BRETT DENNEN: A benefi t 
concert for the Bric Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival. 
$60 ($55 advance). 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

COMEDY, GRANDBABY 
COMEDY: Join Mary Cella, 
Cara Weinberger and Brian 
Bahe on Tuesdays for their 
weekly comedy showcase. 
Free. 8 pm. Baby Grand 
Brooklyn [55 McGuinness 
Blvd. South at Newton 
Street in Greenpoint, (347) 
463–9106], https://www.
facebook.com/Grandbaby-
Comedy. 

WED, AUG. 8
TALK, ALZHEIMER’S PLAN-

NING: A seminar on legal 
and fi nancial concerns for 
those caring for individu-
als living with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Please RSVP. Free. 
5:30 pm. New York Memory 
Center [199 14th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
499–7701 x321], nymemo-
rycenter.org. 

TALK, “CHARLOTTESVILLE 
ONE YEAR LATER”: A 
panel discussion about the 
year since a far-right rally 
surrounding the removal of 
a statue of Robert E. Lee 
in Charlottesville . $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 

www.brooklynhistory.org. 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. CONNECTI-
CUT TIGERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

THEATER, “TWO GENTLE-
MEN OF VERONA”: Shake-
speare’s strange comedy 
is presented as a Gilbert & 
Sullivan-style romp. $20. 
7 pm. The Brick [575 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

FILM, “SPACE JAM”: The Loo-
ney Tunes seek out Michael 
Jordan to help them win a 
basketball match. Beginning 
at 7 pm, Brooklyn’s own DJ 
Dr. Israel spins 80s and 90s 
R&B, hip hop, and dance 
hits. Free. 8:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Long Meadow 
North (Enter at Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Park), www.
prospectpark.org/summer-
movie. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Loyiso 
Madinga, Jamie Lee, Phil 
Hanley, and more. Hosted 
by Mike Lebovitz. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], thegutterbrook-
lyn.com. 

THURS, AUG. 9
MUSIC, MARCUS MILLER: The 

two-time Grammy-winner 
plays the BAM R&B Festival. 
Free. Noon. MetroTech 
Commons (Myrtle Avenue 
between Bridge and Law-
rence streets in Downtown). 

DINING, BEER FREAK SHOW: 
A weekly, reckless experi-
ment in infused beer sci-
ence. Free. 4 pm. Coney 
Island Brewery [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 996–
0019], coneyislandbeer.com. 

READING, “THE BLACK AND 
THE BLUE”: A black former 
cop reads from his book 
about the crimes, racism, 
and injustice in America’s 
law enforcement. $5 (Free 
for members). 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S STEAM”: A night 
of Shakespeare and music 
inside a spa, with drinks, 
tarot readings, and soak-
ing in the pool. $45. 6:30 
pm. CityWell Brooklyn (496 
President St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus), www.citywell-
brooklyn.com. 

TALK, “BEYOND BAGELS”: A 
discussion of Jewish food 
and Jewish eating in the 
United States. A reception 
with small bites will follow. 
$30. 6:30 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2845]. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. CONNECTI-
CUT TIGERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 7 
pm. See Tuesday, Aug. 7. 

FILM, “BROOKLYNIFICA-
TION”: A free screening of 
the online comedy about 
gentrifi cation in Brooklyn, 
in a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
community garden. Free. 
7:30 pm. First Quincy Street 
Community Garden (397 
Quincy St. in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.lumin-
altheater.org. 

MUSIC, GARY CLARK JR.: 
The blues guitarist plays as 
part of the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. Fiona 
Silver opens. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 

(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

COMEDY, AIRPLANE MODE: 
A free stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Rohan Pad-
hye, Raghav Mehta, Geof-
frey Asmus, and Rebecca 
O’Neal. Free. 8 pm. Cherry 
Tree (65 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Bergen Street and St. 
Marks Place in Park Slope).

THEATER, “HUNTER JOHN 
AND JANE”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Aug. 3. 

FILM, “COCO”: Free. 8:30 pm. 
Flicks on the Beach (West 
12th Street and Riegelmann 
Boardwalk in Coney Island), 
coneyislandfunguide.com. 

FILM, “WAYNE’S WORLD”: 
Party on with Wayne and 
Garth, at this outdoor 
screening in the Movies 
with a View series of fi lm 
directed by women. Free. 
8:45 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier One [Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FRI, AUG. 10
MUSIC, DEJ LOAF: With IAM-

DDB and Quiñ. Free. 6 pm. 
Ford Amphitheater (3052 
W. 21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island), fordamphi-
theaterconeyisland.com. 

DREAM BEAT’S LEO SEA-
SON: A contemporary 
wellness party ritual, featur-
ing Hip Hop Yoga Cipher, 
sound vibrations, astrologi-
cal forecasting, and more. 
$20. 6–9 pm. De-Construkt 
[projekts] (41 Seabring 
St., third fl oor, at Richards 
Street in Red Hook), pro-
jekts.de-construkt.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. CONNECTI-
CUT TIGERS: $12–$19 ($10–
$17 in advance). 6:40 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

THEATER, “BUFFALO BAI-
LEY’S RANCH FOR GAY 
HORSES, TROUBLED TEEN 
GIRLS, AND OTHER”: A 
comedy in the form of a 
90-minute timeshare pre-
sentation about the won-
ders of vacationing at Bai-
ley’s ranch. $20. 7 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, GODSPEED YOU! 
BLACK EMPEROR: The 
legendary Montréal experi-
mental collective as part of 
the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival. Emel Mathlouthi 
opens. Free. 7 pm. Prospect 

Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

FILM, BLACK PANTHER: Free 
outdoor screening. Free. 
8 pm. Transmitter Park 
(Greenpoint Ave. at East 
River Waterfront in Green-
point), www.townsquare-
inc.com. 

COMEDY, HOUSE OF 
BRICKS: A rip-roaring com-
edy show hosted by Hannah 
Boone, Brandon Ream and 
Gideon Hambright. Free. 
8:30 pm. Precious Metal 
[143 Troutman St. between 
Central and Evergreen 
avenues in Bushwick, (917) 
386–3230], www.facebook.
com/preciousmetalbar. 

SAT, AUG. 11
ART, “MEDITATIONS” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: Maurizio 
Tozzi curates an afternoon 
showing of multimedia 
works. Free. Noon–4 pm. 
Areté Venue and Gallery (67 
West Street #103, between 
Noble and Milton Streets in 
Williamsburg), www.aretev-
enue.com. 

ART, SUMMER SHOW: 1–6 
pm. See Saturday, Aug. 4. 

CONEY ISLAND HISTORY 
DAY: A day celebrating 
Coney Island’s immigrant 
heritage, featuring the 
Brighton Ballet Theater 
School of Russian Ballet, a 
mariachi band, a Chinese 
dance troupe, and a live 
radio broadcast from Father 
Eugene Pappas. Free. 2–6 
pm. Coney Island History 
Project [3059 West 12th St. 
between Surf Avenue and 
the Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land, (347) 702–8553], www.
coneyislandhistory.org. 

MUSIC, THE BREEDERS: 
The alternative band, best 
known for its ’90s hit “Can-
nonball,” tours with a new 
album of hot tunes. Speedy 
Ortiz opens. Part of the Bric 
Celelbrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val. Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb.

 THEATER, “TWO GENTLE-
MEN OF VERONA”: Noon. 
See Wednesday, Aug. 8. 

THEATER, “DREAMERS 
OFTEN LIE”: 7 pm. See 
Monday, Aug. 6. 

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Horsing around: Howdy, cowpokes! Settle in for the buck wild comedy show 
“Buffalo Bailey’s Ranch for Gay Horses, Troubled Teen Girls, and Other: a 90 
Minute Timeshare Presentation,” playing at the Brick Theater in Williamsburg on 
Aug. 10 and Aug. 12.
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Continued from page 6
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Grand
Opening

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

You can soon get high in 
Gowanus! 

The owner of a Dumbo-
based rock climbing gym 
plans to open up a new wall at 
the northern tip of  Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory , where it 
will fit right in with the neigh-
borhood’s  already unconven-
tional sports . 

“Gowanus has become a 
hub for unique, non-tradi-
tional forms of fitness and 
recreation — including circus 
arts, archery, and axe throw-
ing,” said Mike Wolfert, who 
runs  the Cliffs in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park  and elsewhere in 
the five boroughs. “We aim 
to bring an exceptional new 
rock climbing experience to 
the mix.”

Wolfert inked a deal on July 
18 to lease a Nevins Street lot 
for 25 years, once the 40,000 
square foot outpost is built 
— which is slightly smaller 
than the new massive Chel-
sea Piers gym in America’s 
Downtown, but more than 

Climbing high in Gowanus
four times the size of the 
Bridge Park outpost. 

The Gowanus Cliffs — 
which Wolfert says will be 
the largest climbing gym 
in the Empire State — will 
also boast more traditional 
fitness equipment, saunas, 
and a store, plus it will offer 
training, group fitness, and 
yoga classes. 

Wolfert — who  was cuffed 
in 2013 for paying off a city 
official  so he could speed up 
the opening of one of his fa-
cilities in Greenpoint, right 
across from that neighbor-
hood’s fetid creek — is 
waiting for all of the neces-
sary permits before break-
ing ground on the Gowanus 
building between Douglass 
and Butler streets, right next 
to Thomas Greene Park, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
The Cliffs. 

Locals can start scaling the 
Nevins Street rock wall and 
work out in its new gym facil-
ity in 2020, after $18,000,000 
worth of construction, accord-
ing to the spokesman. A climber reaches the top of the wall.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This restaurateur is done 
waiting.

A former waiter at the 
Grand Canyon Diner — the 
Montague Street staple fa-
mous for its weirdly weighted 
seven-ounce burgers that 
closed its doors in 2015 — 
will reopen the eatery later 
this year, only this time he 
looks forward to greeting his 
old patrons as the boss!

“I miss all my old custom-
ers,” said Gonzalo “Victor” 
Carreto. “Now they don’t 
know that I’m coming back 
as an owner!” 

Carreto took orders at the 
Montague Street restaurant 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets for 15 years, before 
leaving to purchase the Mex 
Carroll’s Diner on Columbia 
Street in 2013.

‘Grand’ ambition
Former waiter reopening Heights eatery

He and his partners then 
bought the Grand Canyon 
Diner’s Park Slope outpost 
— then owned by the brother 

of Carreto’s former boss — 
a few months later, after the 
erstwhile waiter decided the 
eatery had some room for 

improvement.
“When I took over, what 

can I say, it wasn’t so busy,” 
he said.

The one-time server 
quickly set to work tweaking 
operations at the Park Slope 
restaurant, moving the eat-
ery’s opening hours up from 
10 am to 7 am to meet the 
breakfast rush, and expanding 
the diner’s mostly domestic 
fare to include recipes from 
south of the border.

After the Brooklyn’s 
Heights restaurant closed, 
Carreto kept his eyes open 
for an opportunity to return 
to Montague Street. When an-
other restaurant,  Armando’s, 
closed its doors at 141 Mon-
tague  — right next door to his 
former workplace — in May, 
he knew his long-awaited mo-
ment had arrived.

“We never thought we were 
going to find another place 
right there,” said Carreto. 
“Now we have a chance to 
get back in the area.”

Carreto hopes to reopen 
the Brooklyn Heights Grand 
Canyon in September.

A former waiter at the Grand Canyon Diner in Brook-
lyn Heights, Gonzalo “Victor” Carreto, is reopening 
the eatery later this year, this time as the boss.
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Retail workers are facing some of the
most abusive scheduling practices of
our lifetime. From insecure hours, to on-

call scheduling practices that leave workers
scrambling to find last-minute childcare and
eldercare and canceling classes, to “clopenings”
the practice of having to close a store only to
open it again in a few hours later; what were
once good jobs in our communities are now
leaving workers with paralyzed when it comes
to earning a living for their families.

Workers at H&M close their stores at 2am.
They spend hours off-loading trucks with new
inventory after a long day on the sales floor with
customers. They’re then required to return to
the store at 6am to restock and tidy the clothes
before the store opens to the public. Many of
these part-time workers also don’t get the hours
they were once guaranteed and depend on.
What was once a high-road employer has now
become a low-road employer.

Khadejiah Legrier a sales associate at H&M
recounts what life has become for workers at
H&M in recent years as the U.S. management of
the Swedish company has allowed the employer
to become among the worst in the city. “I travel
over an hour to get to work every day. When I
heard that H&M wanted to reinstate a banned
practice of ‘clopenings’, which would require that
I get less than 5 hours of sleep a night I was
outraged. Working at H&M has been a good job
over the past 12 years, but if they instate these
horrendous scheduling practices I won’t be able
to provide for my family and I will need to seek
other employment,” said Khadejiah.

Khadejiah speaks to the extreme sleep
deprivation so many workers face and will
continue to face as H&M continues down its
current path. If workers continue to be forced to
keep these hours it will impact their safety
traveling to and from work, their ability to go to

school, and provide childcare and eldercare just
to name a few.

For part-time workers like Khadejiah who
cannot get enough hours to even pay for their
Metrocard to get to and from work it’s only the
beginning of a spiraling set of problems workers
face including food insecurity, homelessness
and lack of opportunity retail jobs once
provided.

Khadejiah is not alone, she is among over
1,500 H&M workers who are in the fight for
their lives to secure a contract that ensures that
their jobs are stable, good jobs in our city. H&M
cannot afford to continue refusing to negotiate
in good faith.

These workers suffer the effects of sleep
deprivation, insufficient hours and wages to
make ends meet in a city where the cost of
living is rapidly increasing. Meanwhile, several
other union employers in the city ZARA,
Modell’s, and Macy’s to name a few have
enforced higher part-time hour minimums and
banned “clopenings”. As a result, workers are
able to plan their schedules and their lives; and
that security has bolstered sales at these union
retailers. H&M has lost its way.

H&M workers deserve a fair contract for
helping the company succeed and expand in
New York City, and all retail workers have a
stake as these union members take a stand
against the outrageous policy of forcing
workers to accept “clopenings.”
Help by signing our petition
at www.local1102.org/h_m
and using social media to
share your support with
#HMWorkers.

Our Perspective

H&M Workers Demand
a Fair Contract!
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org
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Seeking Experienced RNs and LSWs 
Join us for a Clinical Career Fair!

H
ow is it that two children, 
raised by the same par-
ents, in the same house, 

can be so different? 
My boys are completely 

unique except maybe for their 
great sense of humor, from 
early onset “Simpsons” expo-
sure and their dad’s constant 
stream of silly jokes: “Have 
you heard about the cordu-
roy pillows? They’re making 
head-lines!” 

Otherwise, resemblance is 
limited. One shares absolutely 
everything, every detail, ev-
ery thought, every new hair. 
The other, well, as his father 
says, “he barely tells us what 
he had for lunch.”

I often think that birth or-
der is the culprit, that how 
I treated them as a result of 
one being my first, and one 
being my second, greatly in-
fluenced. But then I also re-
member how different my 
pregnancies were, how even in 
utero they were unique.

I guess I have no idea why 
my children are who they are. 
I can take credit for their suc-
cesses and blame for their fail-
ures, or abdicate any respon-
sibility for either. I can say it 
is because they’re New York-
ers that they are who they are. 
I can say it’s because they’ve 
grown up with privilege. I can 
say it’s because I am who I am 
and their father is who he is. I 
can say lots of things.

It’s funny how people don’t 
change. My mom recently took 
out a box filled with photos 
and letters and report cards 
from our childhood. My sis-
ters and I spent the morning 
going through them, laugh-
ing as we read things aloud 
that we had written or oth-
ers had written about us. In 
those writings were the seeds 
of what we are today. 

In the area of Personal and 
Social Growth, my fourth-
grade teacher, Mrs. Kissell, 
wrote: “Stephanie talks too 

much in class, comments and 
asks questions without think-
ing things through.” Her fa-
vorable comments above that 
speak to my courteousness 
and cooperation and positive 
attitude toward school, self, 
and others, but it’s the nega-
tive comments that stick.

Ugh. I always talk too 
much, always have. And I try 
to think things through before 
I speak, but it never works. 
I always blurt out what I’m 
thinking when I’m thinking 
it, to wit this column. How 
can I know what I think be-
fore I say it? And if I were 
to “think it through,” what 
would be different? Would 
I censor my thoughts so as 
to sanitize them for others? 
Is that the goal? Is that what 
other “normal” kids do? 

I got mad when I read 
that comment, first at my-
self for being such a loud-
mouth blurter, and then, af-
ter more consideration, at the 
teacher. I see what happens to 
kids in school, where they are 
taught not to express them-
selves unless those thoughts 
are squarely to the liking of 
the teacher. And then we won-
der why we have a society 
that is struggling to commu-
nicate honestly. 

No offense to Mrs. Kissell. 
I feel for her for having to put 
up with my every thought. My 
family — then and now — 
suffers mightily, as do many 
people in cafes, in bars, on the 
subway, and in Ubers where 
I comment and question with 
abandon. I’m not defending 
who I am or how I do things, 

Let the kids be who they are

I’m just saying it is who I am, 
and how I do things, and no 
amount of criticism really 
changes that. 

Mrs. Kissell tried to shut 
me down. She tried to tell 
my parents to shut me down. 
Good luck, Mrs. Kissell. Most 
teachers tried, until I got to 
one — to Mr. Kreamer. He 
was a writer, and he believed 
in the power of expression. 
Thank God for Mr. Kreamer. 
He let me express myself in 
newspaper form, first in his 
G.A.T.E. classes in middle 
school, then as the newspa-
per advisor at my high school, 
where he moved along with 
me (Thank god.) He never 
shut me down. Not even the 
time when I was editor of Cat 
Tracks my senior year, and I 

wrote a scathing piece about 
the administration. He asked 
me very pointedly whether I 
wanted to go ahead and print 
that story, and I said I did. It 
needed to be said. That issue 
came back from the printer, 
and sat in our newsroom in 
stacks for months. It was never 
disseminated. The adminis-
tration didn’t allow it, as he 
knew they wouldn’t. 

I called him after I got my 
first job in New York, from a 
pay phone on 57th Street. He, 
of everyone, had believed in 
me and the power of my big 
mouth and my not-thinking-
things-through-before-I-said-
them ways. 

I pray for my kids to have 
the kind of teacher who sees 
exactly who they are and 
doesn’t try to change them, 
who offers them the tools of 
expression they need to make 
the most of themselves. I pray 
every day that I can be the kind 
of parent who tries to do that, 
— who sees them in all their 
glory — for better or worse — 
and loves who that is. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

The pioneering Brooklyn 
arts purveyor Bric named a 
new president last week to 
take the helm amid its 40th 
anniversary serving the lo-
cal community.

Bric tapped Kristina New-
man-Scott to take over for its 
outgoing president of 13 years, 
Leslie Griesbach Schultz, next 
month.

Newman-Scott will become 
the first person of color to lead 
the Fort Greene arts and media 
organization, which produces 
cultural and educational tele-
vision series and documenta-
ries, hosts concerts, and cu-
rates art shows.

The mother of two moved 
from her native Jamaica as a 
teen and has since worked as 
an artist creating paintings and 
installations, before becom-
ing a curator — often work-
ing with artists and studios in 
Brooklyn — then as an arts ad-
ministrator, director, and most 
recently the Director of Cul-
ture and State Historic Pres-
ervation Officer for the State 
of Connecticut, in which she 
was also the first immigrant 
and woman of color to take 
on that role.

She begins her new gig on 
Sept. 4, joining just a handful 
of other women of color over-
seeing large cultural institu-
tions in New York, according 
to the New York Times. 

Julianne Cuba: Welcome 
to Brooklyn and to Bric! What 
are you looking forward to in 
your new position?

Kristina Newman-Scott: 
Do you have four days? I feel 
really great and extremely ex-
cited about this position. I’m 
really excited about all of it. 
I’m excited that all of these av-
enues are able to reach peo-
ple and touch people with the 
work we’re doing. I’m ready to 
jump into a position that allows 
me to tap into experiences and 
leaderships roles I’ve played 
throughout my careers.

JC: How have your past 
jobs prepared you for this 
one?

KNS:  I’ve really been for-
tunate to have the opportu-
nity to grow within the arts, 
with very distinct experi-
ences. Working in government 
in the arts for the last seven-
and-a-half-years both gives 
me an opportunity to trans-
late some of what I’ve learned 
— the role the arts plays in 

Meet Bric’s new president
Kristina Newman-Scott is fi rst person of color to helm arts group

community, economic devel-
opment, and alongside com-
munity leaders. I’ll be coming 
in and really thinking holisti-
cally about our curators’ vi-
sion and strategy, how we do 
what we do, how it’s all in-
terconnected.

JC: What will your first 

few days on the job look like? 
What do you hope to accom-
plish? 

KNS: All I really want to 
tackle on the first day and first 
few months is truly under-
stand the people that work at 
Bric, no matter what role they 
play, to better understand the 

organization. I’m committed 
to how we can do things bet-
ter, things we’re doing fantas-
tic already, and better serve 
the people who enjoy. 

JC: What do you hope to 
change or expand upon what 
your predecessor created? 

KNS: The previous presi-
dent has done a phenomenal 
job. I’m walking into a very 
fantastic and healthy orga-
nization. I want to continue 
to be relevant and inclusive, 
how we get from inside to out-
side, making sure we reach a 
child and all the way to their 
grandparents.

JC: What does it mean to 
you to be the first person, and 
first woman, of color to lead 
this trailblazing organization, 
and how will it shape the way 
you approach the job? 

KNS: That means so much 
in so many different ways. 
I’m just really excited to be 
in this role at this time and 
this moment. I will continue 
to think about diverse voices 
at the table, the LGBTQ com-
munity, gender neutral, dis-
abled people — I think about 
that as a way of working and 
living everyday, an extension 
of who I am.

Kristina Newman-Scott will take over as the new 
president of Bric in September.
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Mahoning Valley 2
Cyclones 1
July 25 in Mahoning Valley

The Scrappers scored one 
in the first and one in the sec-
ond — and those were all they 
needed to take the game from 
Brooklyn. 

The Clones got within one 
run in the third when Brian 
Sharp, who went two-for-four, 
singled in Jose Miguel Me-
dina, who had doubled and 
reached third on a balk. 

With the loss, our boys fell 
to third place in the New York-
Penn League McNamara Di-
vision, exactly one game be-
hind the hated Staten Island 
Yankees. 

Uneven week for Clones
Cyclones 12 
Mahoning Valley 4 
July 26 in Mahoning Valley

The Cyclones brushed off 
a three-game losing streak, 
squashing the Scrappers 
thanks to a hot night at the 
plate from Ross Adolph. 

Adolph, an Ohio native, 
went four-for-five with a triple 
in front of his home crowd, 
driving in three and hitting a 
solo homer in the first to get 
the Clones started. 

Our boys added four in 
the fourth when Carlos Cor-
tes singled to drive in Walter 
Rasquin, who had tripled. 

Cyclones 7 
West Virgina 1 
July 27 in West Virginia

The Cyclones stuffed the 
Black Bears thanks to Kyle 
Wilson’s seven scoreless in-
nings and Manny Rodriguez’s 
three its and four runs-bat-
ted-in. 

Wilson scattered four hits 
and walked just over while 

striking out eight, a career 
high for the righty. 

West Virginia 5 
Cyclones 2 
July 28 in West Virginia 

The Black Bears took a 
bite out of Brooklyn when 
the Cyclones batters failed 
to hit with runners in scor-
ing position. 

Down 1–0 on the top of the 
fourth, both Manny Rodriguez 
and Ross Adolph both struck 
out with the bases loaded, los-
ing a chance to possibly take 
an early lead.

West Virginia got on the 
board in the first when Briam 
Campusano gave up a solo 
shot to Luke Mangieri, before 
scoring again in the fourth to 
make it 2–0 West Virginia.

Brooklyn scored in the 

fifth, when Anthony Diro-
cie doubled to knock in Jose 
Miguel Medina. 

Cyclones 7 
West Virginia 1 
July 29 in West Virginia 

Jaison Vilera smoked the 
Black Bears, striking out eight 
while giving up just two hits 
and two walks over seven 
scoreless innings, improving 
his league-leading earned-run 
average to 0.78. 

Brooklyn took the lead in 
the third when Jose Miguel 
Medina singled home Manny 
Rodriguez who had doubled, 
with Medina reaching second 
on the throw home. Carlos 
Cortes then sent Medina 
home when he reached on a 
fielding error, before Wag-
ner Lagrange doubled to plate 
Cortes. 

Tri–City 6
Cyclones 4
July 30 at MCU Park

Reliever Adam Hill gave up 
a triple to Cesar Salazar in the 

eighth, scoring two and break-
ing a 3–3 tie as the Cyclones 
fell to the Valley Cats.

 Salazar was then knocked 
in by a single to make it 
6–3.

The two teams played a 
game of tit-for-tat until the 
fourth inning, when the game 
was tied at three.

Tri-City 4
Cyclones 3
July 31 at MCU Park

The Cyclones bats were 
quiet when they needed 
them most during a rare day 
game. 

After Tri-City walked three 
to load the bases with one out 
in the the seventh, Carlos Cor-
tes hit into a double play to end 
the inning before the Clones 
could score. 

In the eighth, Anthony Di-
rocie whacked a two out dou-
ble down the left field line 
with the Clones down by 
one, before Walter Rasquin 
grounded out. 

“It was a tough one, man,” 
skipper Edgardo Alfonzo said 
after the game. “We played 
right, we just couldn’t come 
clean with a base hit.” 

The
Ride

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 
300,000 to 400,000 back surgeries every 
year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform 
at least 100,000 operations for lumbar 
disc disease alone, and orthopedic sur-
geons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% 
of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over 
the country are racing to acquire and 
get trained to operate the DRX9000TM, 
an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the 
knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains 
how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 
10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would 
come back without it. After investigated 
this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive 
forces on the intervertebral discs and 

back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative 
pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it 
to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc 
herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM 
has documented success with are back 
pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a 
relapse or failure following back sur-
gery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a 
free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office 
at 718-234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor 
treats herniated 

and bulging discs, 
sciatica,

and serious
lower back pain

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer valid 8/1/18-8/7/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged 
on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1.Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted 
and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance items. Cannot 
be combined with any other offers. Offer valid 8/3/18-8/5/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. 2.Back to School Special: Offer valid 7/25/18-8/14/18. Save the Tax with your school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff identification card. Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal 
to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases; some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance items. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Valid at participating locations only, see store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$800. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or 
photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, offers valid 8/1/18-8/7/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

1. Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid onthe sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the 
purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance items. Cannot be combined with any other offers. See store for complete details. Offer valid 8/03/18 –8/05/18 at 

participating locations only.

0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS* OR NO CREDIT NEEDED
Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal payments required. See store for details.

You won’t fi nd a lower 
price on a comparable 
product from any of our 
competitors. But if you 
do, we’ll beat it by 10%.†

BACK TO SCHOOL
S P E C I A L

+$78
Mattresses starting at

Save The Tax 2

Use your school I.D. to

Your Choice of Comfort!
Queen Mattress

11.5” Pillow Top or 8” Firm

8” Queen Mattress

+ Save The Tax1

+ Save The Tax1

SPECIAL PURCHASE • LIMITED QUANTITIES

YOUR CHOICE OF COMFORT

COOLING PLUSH MEMORY FOAM
GOOD 

VALUE

BETTER 

VALUE

BEST

VALUE

 Was $497 

$397 20% OFF
Only

SAVE $100

 Was $549 

$38430 30% OFF

Only

SAVE $16470

Plush
13.5” Queen Mattress

 Was $1599 

$799 50% OFF
Only

SAVE $800

POWER BUY SALE

We bought it all to bring you unbeatable savings!

Save The Tax 1

FRI-SUN

SAVE UP TO 50%


