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PAGE 4: FIND OUT WHERE CRIME HAPPENS IN OUR POLICE BLOTTER

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a triple-cantilever threat!
The Brooklyn Heights Prome-

nade — the historic walkway that 
some say makes the Heights the 
Heights — will become a speed-
way for Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway traffic, sending cars, 
trucks, and buses zipping by at 
eye-level during the reconstruc-
tion of the crumbling roadway be-
neath, transit leaders announced 
on Sept. 20.

In order to get the job done 
by 2026, the city must shift all 
traffic on the  decrepit roadway  
to a temporary elevated one at 
the promenade level for at least 
three years — half the time it will 
take to finish the job — while 

contractors build a new triple-
cantilever structure, according 
to Tanvi Pandya, project man-
ager with the city’s Department 

of Transportation, which is over-
seeing the repairs. 

And Pandya did not mince 
words when describing the ef-
fects the new route will have on 
the quiet neighborhood.

“That is a dramatic impact,” 
she said. 

To make way for the cars, 
workers would have to erect col-
umns along Furman Street, tear 
out the existing Heights Prome-
nade and its trees, and lay down 
enough blacktop to make a six-
lane roadway — something that 
could take a year and a half to 
pull off, thus closing the park to 
the public well before cars make 
it their home.

Traffic would then shift from 
the current roadway to the tem-

porary one while workers build 
the new tiered, cantilever struc-
ture, before bringing it back down 
to the rehabbed BQE, according 
to Pandya.

On the bright side, the new 
Promenade will be 35 feet wider 
after work is finished, accord-
ing to Pandya, who said the city 
would try to incentivize the yet-
to-be-selected contractor to finish 
as quickly as possible. The road-
way below would feature wider 
lanes and shoulders — some-
thing missing from he 1950s-
era highway. 

Alternatively, the city could 
close the Promenade for a shorter 
period of time and not move cars 
to it if it chooses a plan that would 
refurbish the triple cantilever on 

PROMEN-NADA
Heights walkway could close to make way for highway

Park benches and people could soon be replaced with speed limit signs and speeding 
drivers when the city begins reconstruction of the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s triple 
cantilever highway.
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FIXING 
the BQE

a lane-by-lane basis. But that plan 
would take until at least 2029 — 
three years past the believed end 
of life for the present highway, 

when experts warn it could start 
collapsing under the weight of 
the thousands of trucks that tra-
verse it daily.

The incremental reconstruc-
tion plan, which the city is call-
ing the “traditional approach,” 
would cost between $3.4-and-$4-
billion and wreak havoc on lo-
cal streets, causing  backups for 
up to 12 miles , according to Pan-
dya, who said more of the work 
would be done in the middle of 
the night and on weekends.

Work to rehabilitate the 1.5-
mile stretch of expressway from 
Atlantic Avenue to Sands Street 
can start as early as 2020 and wrap 
by 2026, now that state lawmak-
ers  passed a budget authorizing 
use of the streamlined design-
build process  for the city-led job, 
which will allow the Department 
of Transportation to solicit one 
bid for both the design and con-
struction phases of the project, 
instead of contracting separate 
firms for each.

Transit leaders will present the 

two options to the community 
throughout the fall — the first dur-
ing a public meeting on Sept. 27 
— until selecting a design-build 
team, which will ultimately de-
cide the best approach for reha-
bilitating the old infrastructure, 
according to Pandya.

Officials believe there are more 
benefits to doing all the work 
in one fell swoop, even if that 
means closing the nearly 70-year-
old Promenade, which was con-
structed by New York City master 
builder Robert Moses as a com-
promise with Heights residents 
who didn’t want homes in their 
neighborhood demolished to make 
way for his beloved highway. 

“I’ve had Brooklyn Heights res-
idents say to me, ‘We know Robert 
Moses built the thing on the cheap 
and this day would come when 
it would need to be replaced, re-
constructed, and rehabilitated,’ ” 
said Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg.

And that day has come.

By Vince DiMiceli
Brooklyn Paper

The silence shocked me the 
most.

Last Friday I got a chance to 
go deep inside the belly of the 
beast when the city’s Department 
of Transportation took a bunch 
of journalists through some old 
doors at the foot of Joralemon 
Street to tour the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway’s infamous 
triple-cantilever — the connec-
tor between Atlantic Avenue and 

Sands Street that hoists two lev-
els of roadway plus the legend-
ary Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
above Furman Street.

And much to my surprise, the 
belly wasn’t growling. In fact, it 
was eerily quiet inside the struc-
ture that, for almost 70 years, 
has allowed millions of cars and 
trucks to zoom past the Heights 
while their drivers, along with 
the tourists and Brooklynites on 
the Promenade above, take in one 
of the most impressive skylines 

in the world.
But now, that engineering mar-

vel is,  according to just about 
everyone , on its last leg and in 
desperate need of a replacement 
— something the city says will 
 cost close to $4 billion , take more 
than six years to pull off, and re-
quire  the closure of the Prome-
nade  to make way for cars while 
construction is underway.

Stepping through the doors at 
very noisy Furman Street, I was 

Inside the triple-cantilever
What keeps the BQE traffi c moving — for now

Some of the floor was littered with concrete from the 
“ceiling” — that is the roadway above.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Councilmembers on Sept. 20 unan-
imously voted to approve the rezoning 
application a developer filed in order to 
erect its controversial five-building 80 
Flatbush complex at the edge of Boerum 
Hill, hours after the builder reduced the 
size of its massive project in order to 
win the local pol’s key vote.

Alloy Development agreed to cut 
the floor-area ratio of the complex — 
which contains nearly 900 apartments, 
roughly 200 of which are so-called af-
fordable, two new schools, and cultural 
and commercial space — that it wants to 
erect on land bounded by Flatbush and 
Third avenues and State and Schermer-
horn streets, where the current “far” 
is 6.5, from 18 to 15.75, according to 
Councilman Stephen Levin, who said 
the shrinkage will result in a develop-
ment that can retain its public benefits 
and is more appropriate for a lot he pre-
viously stressed must be transitional be-
tween Boerum Hill’s Brownstones and 
Downtown’s skyscrapers.

“It gets the community benefit, while 

also being responsive to concerns about 
density and height,” Levin told the Brook-
lyn Paper minutes before the vote took 
place during Council’s Subcommittee 
on Zoning and Franchises meeting, de-
spite earlier that week saying  he’d “find 
it difficult” to approve the complex with 
a far above 15 .

The reduction will not affect the size 
of the new 350-seat elementary school, 
according to Levin, or the newly built 
classrooms for high schoolers enrolled 
at the Khalil Gibran International Acad-
emy, whose current crumbling build-
ing is on the 80 Flatbush lot and would 
be restored for reuse along with two 
other on-site structures as part of Al-
loy’s scheme, which also calls for con-
structing two new towers.

The taller tower containing the afford-
able housing will shrink from 986 to 840 
feet — but will still rise above the bor-

ough’s current tallest building, Schermer-
horn Street’s 610-foot Hub, and the 720-
foot Brooklyn Point tower in the works 
Downtown, while falling more than a hun-
dred feet below the planned 1,066-foot 
structure that will rise from inside DeKalb 
Avenue’s landmarked Dime Savings Bank 
nearby. And the smaller high-rise will fall 
from 561 to 510 feet — topping out just 
below its landmarked neighbor, the Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank tower.

The complex’s number of below-mar-
ket-rate units will not change, but in 
order to scale down the development, 
the builders agreed to nix 30 market-
rate units, reducing the total number of 
apartments from 900 to 870, according 
to a rep for the developer. Some of 80 
Flatbush’s commerical space will also 
be reduced, according to Alloy spokes-
man James Yolles, who said the exact 
amount has yet to be determined.

Construction of the shorter high-rise, 
and the schools, is expected to wrap in 
2022, with the taller tower scheduled 
for completion in 2025.

Alloy bigwigs also redesigned the 
shape of the bigger building by placing 

Councilmembers unanimously approve 80 Flatbush

The balance of tower
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New renderings show the taller 
tower thin out as it rises, and top 
off far below its originally pro-
posed height. Alloy Development 
reduced the floor-area ratio of its 
80 Flatbush complex in an effort 
to win rezoning approval.
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loading docks from the complex, doling 
out $250,000 for improvements to the 
nearby community garden, and creat-
ing a 30-foot setback on State Street to 
better blend the complex with its neigh-
boring Brownstones, Levin said.

“No loading docks on State Street, so 
no beeping trucks at two in the morning,” 
said the pol, who praised the developer 
for  making changes that resulted in a 
project all involved agreed on.

Following the committee’s vote, the 
revised scheme snaking its way through 
the city’s Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure is all but certain to get the 
zoning change it needs, as its final hur-
dles are a full Council vote — which 
is more a formality with the commit-
tee’s approval — and a green light from 
Mayor DeBlasio, whose administration 
supported the development before its 
builders downsized it.

The modified project is the result of 
dozens of meetings with local stake-
holders after the towers were formally 
announced in 2017 —  roughly seven 
months after this newspaper first re-
ported  that Alloy was planning a mys-
tery project in the neighborhood — that 
created an even-better development for 
the community, Alloy’s chief executive 
said following the vote. 

“We’re proud that 80 Flatbush will 
deliver so many critically needed public 
benefits and help address the housing 
crisis,” said Jared Della Valle.

too much sunlight from their growing 
patch, according to Levin.   

“A lot of density at the top of the tower 
shifted, so that will have a significant 
impact on light and air issues, and over-
all density issues,” he said.

Other wins for the community nego-
tiated during closed-door discussions 
that continued right up until the vote 
included Alloy nixing all State Street 

its denser floors at the bottom and slim-
ming floors out as they rise, in an attempt 
to reduce the shadows it will cast over the 
neighborhood and the nearby Brooklyn 
Bears’ Rockwell Garden, whose green 
thumbs feared the skyscraper would block 

Changing
Brooklyn

By Brianna Kudisch
for Brooklyn Paper

Mayor DeBlasio must pump 
the brakes on his plan to replace 
Atlantic Avenue’s House of De-
tention with a jail eight times its 
size in his quest to close Rik-
ers Island, according to some 
locals, who blasted the city for 
moving too fast with the massive 
redevelopment it announced last 
month, and hopes to start push-
ing through a necessary public-
review process before the end of 
the year.

“The cake is already in the 

oven, and the city is here to only 
ask you what color you would like 
it frosted,” said Justin Pollock, 
who lives on Smith Street blocks 
from the House of D. “The plan 
needs to be withdrawn and the 
affected communities brought to 
the table in order to meaningfully 
engage in the planning of the bor-
ough-based jail system.”    

Pollock joined members of a 
standing-room-only crowd who 
came out to Park Slope’s PS 133 
on Sept. 20 for a meeting about 
DeBlasio’s scheme, which calls 
for building a jail as high as 40 
stories with the square footage 

of roughly 24 football fields to 
fit 1,150 detainees who’ve been 
convicted or are awaiting trial 
— 335 more than can occupy 
the current 11-story building’s 
815 beds — and with about half 
a football field’s worth of space 
for community organizations or 
potential retailers interested in 
opening storefronts at the fa-
cility.

But before breaking ground, 
officials must first sign off on 
a rezoning of the Atlantic Ave-
nue lot and three companion sites 

Too much rush to cell!
Locals: Slow down on House of D’s expansion

See INSIDE  on page 2

Locals demanded the city take its plan to replace Atlantic 
Avenue’s House of Detention with a jail eight times its size 
back to the drawing board in order to incorporate more 
community involvement in the scheme.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Zo

e 
Fr

ei
lic

h

See HOUSE  on page 4

Sukkah mobile
Rabbi Menashe Wolf rides Chabad of Park Slope’s pedal-
powered sukkah, which will be making stops throughout 
Park Slope throughout the Jewish festival of Sukkot. Read 
more on page 9.
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BE A PART  
OF OUR STORY
MEMBERS ENJOY GREAT BENEFITS

• Invitations to exclusive member events
• Presales and discounts on tickets to programs
• Unlimited free admission all year
• Discounts on guest tickets, tours, and purchases  

at the Museum’s stores and restaurant
• Discounts at local Hell’s Kitchen businesses

SPECIAL OFFER!
October is Member Appreciation Month! Join by  
October 31, 2018 and receive three additional months  
of membership for free.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 
Call: 646-381-5030  
Email: membership@intrepidmuseum.org
Visit: intrepidmuseum.org/membership

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted under 
applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, displayed, 
performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   
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expecting the worst. After all, 
the outside of the structure 
has certainly seen better days, 
with cement falling off at the 
touch of a finger and steel re-
bar rusting away. 

But inside, past some long-
forgotten office and into what 
amounted to a dirt-floored ga-
rage with a really high ceiling, 
well, things looked pristine.

Clearly, somebody had 
done a clean-up job before 
we were allowed inside, and 
there wasn’t a rat or mouse or 
bat around. The cement walls 
looked as smooth as the day 
they was poured and, surpris-
ingly, there weren’t any creak-
ing sounds warning of immi-
nent doom. And the floor was 
relatively dry, although there 
were some patches of mud.

For years, as I drove along 
the triple-cantilever, I won-
dered how it could defy grav-
ity along the waterfront. 

And now I know. The 
hidden concrete innards are 
something to behold, with gi-

ant pillars three-wide spaced 
evenly apart along what was 
once a wider Furman Street. 
And that concrete looks not-
ing like the kind you find on 
other New York City high-
ways, with a thickness I’ve 
only seen in earthquake-sus-
ceptible places like San Fran-
cisco. To my untrained eye, 
they looked strong.

But  so did the concrete on 
that bridge in Genoa, Italy .

Of course, this is not to say 
everything inside was pristine. 
Concrete portions of the road-
way that fell from the “ceil-
ing” above littered parts of 
the floor (we were ordered to 
wear hard hats) and the joints 
of the only roadway we could 
see — the one taking traffic 
toward Staten Island — looked 
worse for wear. And I don’t 
even know how to describe 
the beginning (or end) of the 
structure, which appeared to 
be some weird mix of cement, 
earth, and springs holding up 
I don’t know what.

And according to the city, 

Continued from page 1

INSIDE...

it all has to come down and 
be replaced before 2026, or 
else  heavy trucks won’t be 
allowed to travel the road-
way  — and instead will be 
forced to use local roads as 
an alternative.

Nobody wants that to hap-
pen, but I still couldn’t get past 
the quietness inside.

Maybe I shouldn’t worry 
so much like I do every time 
I drive along the triple-can-
tilever.

Or maybe that silence 
is just the calm before the 
storm.

Vince DiMiceli is the ed-
itor-in-chief of the Brooklyn 
Paper.

Most of the outer walls and pillars looked solid, but 
the ceiling could certainly use some work.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Dr. Feelgood is 
coming to Brook-
lyn!

Kings County’s 
first medical-mari-
juana dispensary is 
moving in down the 
street from the Barclays Cen-
ter this December, and its head 
pot pharmacist can’t wait to 
help locals get high — and 
healthy.

“I love New York, I love 
Brooklyn, and I can’t wait to 
bring cannabis to Brooklyn,” 
said Michael Quattrone.

Quattrone is opening his 
Citiva dispensary at 202 Flat-
bush Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets on the Park 
Slope–Prospect Heights bor-
der, where he plans to offer 
customers wacky tobaccy–
packed oils, vape pens, pills, 

and topical salves 
to rub on sore spots 
across their bodies 
— but not edibles, 
or the plant itself, 
because New York 
State’s strict mar-
ijuana policy only 
permits the sale of 

concentrates, and prohib-
its hawking anything you 
would light up and smoke, 
he said.  

The dispensary’s design 
will likely be nothing simi-
lar to those of the borough’s 
many smoke shops that hawk 
paraphernalia including gas-
mask bongs, grinders, and 
blunt wraps, according to ren-
derings, which show a sleek, 
sterile space that recalls a day 
spa, although Quattrone de-
scribed it as a contemporary 
take on ye olde pharmacy.

“We were kind of going 

Holy smokes!
First medical-marijuana 
dispensary on Flatbush Ave.

The new medical-marijuana dispensary Citiva.

for a modern-day apothe-
cary with a Brooklyn vibe,” 
he said.

Patients will have to show 
state-issued medical-mari-
juana cards to a Citiva em-
ployee before they’re granted 
access to the shop’s show-
room, which will be hidden 
from passersby by the store-
front’s pane of frosted glass, 
according to Quattrone. 

And once inside, the dis-
pensary’s weed experts will 

help clients figure out the 
best type of marijuana-in-
fused meds for them, sug-
gesting various available 
strains bred to pick them 
up, knock them out, and 
yield various other sensa-
tions, he said.

Unfortunately, New York 
State’s medical-marijuana 
policy is draconian com-
pared to other states’ looser 
programs, and  patients only 
qualify for it if they suffer 

from a short list of debili-
tating illnesses , including 
AIDS, epilepsy, multiple 
sclerosis, post-traumatic-
stress disorder, inflamma-
tory-bowel disease, and Par-
kinson’s disease.

And local doctors must 
undergo training and licens-
ing before they can prescribe 
weed, but the state Depart-
ment of Health lists  nearly 
100 Kings County physicians  
certified.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Meet the hardest working 
tree in Prospect Park!

An American elm lo-
cated in the Long Meadow 
of Brooklyn’s Backyard is out-
performing thousands of its 
leafy colleagues by remov-
ing more pollutants from the 
air, sucking up more storm 
water from the ground, and 
keeping the area cooler in 
the summer than any other 
in the park.

The workhorse elm was 
cited in a study by arboreal ex-
perts contracted by the Pros-
pect Park Alliance to put a 
dollar value on the impact the 
park’s biggest flora has on the 
surrounding area. 

Tree-huggers at Davey Re-
source Group took a tape mea-
sure to 12,268 of the park’s 
roughly 30,000 trees, deter-
mining the diameter of their 
trunks, the breadth of their 

Tree-mendous
Survey unveils hidden benefi ts of plants

This American elm outperforms all other trees in 
Prospect Park when it comes to the environmental 
benefits it produces.
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foliage, and the expanse of 
their root systems to assess 
each plant’s value based on 
how they affected the cost 
of producing energy in the 
area, according to the Pros-

pect Park Alliance’s John Jor-
dan, who coordinated the sur-
vey. All told, park staff says 
the trees produced a whop-
ping $1.5 million in annual 
eco benefits. 

LEAVES OF 
GRASS

C
it

iv
a



September 28–October 4, 2018 AWP  3Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

BE Sure, Play Sure, Stay Sure.
If you’re HIV negative, PrEP is a daily pill that protects you from HIV. 
Condoms offer additional protection against HIV and other STIs.

STAY SURE:  Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/health/staysure to design 
the right HIV and STI prevention combination for you.

#PlaySure

We stay Sure
Daily P ep + Condoms 

Thursday October 11, 2018
5:00 P.M. Start Time
The Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its 
fi rst-ever 5K BROOKLYN RUNS 
Corporate Challenge. 
A portion of the proceeds will 
benefi t Prospect Park Alliance, 
the nonprofi t organization that 
cares for the park.   

Participate in a fun, team 
building event that strengthens 
community in Brooklyn and 
promotes health and wellness in 
the workplace.

www.brooklynruns.nyc

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

Big Brother just moved in to this cor-
ner Downtown.

Neighborhood business boosters and 
engineers at a local tech firm on Sept. 
20 installed four sensors on light posts 
at the intersection of Fulton Street and 
Flatbush Avenue Extension as part of 
a pilot program to monitor pedestrian, 
bicycle, and car traffic at the busy junc-
ture.

Leaders of the Downtown Brook-
lyn Partnership worked with braini-
acs at Brooklyn-based tech firm Nu-
mina to install the company’s yellow 
monitors on the posts for six months, 
during which the cameras will record 
the way traffic flows through the in-
tersection to generate reports for the 
quasi-governmental agency as part of 
its so-called Living Lab initiative to use 
technology to improve quality of life is-
sues in the area — and beyond — ac-
cording to a bigwig.

“By harnessing the tech community 
right here in our neighborhood, we can 
find smart ways to improve everyday life 
in cities around the world,” said part-

SMILE!
Cameras fi lming 
people, vehicles 
at D’town corner

A worker installed one of three Numina traffic sensors leaders of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership stuck on lampposts at the intersec-
tion of Fulton Street and Flatbush Avenue Extension for a six-month 
pilot program.
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nership president Regina Myer.
The tech breaks down the number of 

cars, bikes, and people that move past it 
into statistics it then sends to the part-
nership, according to Numina’s website, 
which says the sensor’s cameras are pro-
grammed to erase all images they capture 
to protect the privacy of passersby. 

Downtown Brooklyn Partnership will 
not share the pilot data with city agen-
cies, according to a spokeswoman, but 
may use it to suggest possible changes 
officials can make to the intersection 
— one of the busiest in the neighbor-
hood, according to the rep — follow-

ing the program.
Partnership bigwigs also don’t plan 

on hanging sensors — whose installa-
tion was funded by honchos at the Navy 
Yard’s collaborative tech workspace, New 
Lab, a partner in the Living Lab effort 
— anywhere else in the neighborhood, 
the spokeswoman said.

The traffic sensors went in months 
after the business booster kicked off its 
effort to record life on local streets in 
May by installing microphones along a 
stretch of Fulton Street for a year-long 
study of noise pollution on the thor-
oughfare.

ON THE RADIO:

Pol talks traffi c, transit, weed
By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Political newcomer Zell-
nor Myrie, who stunned 
some Brooklyn Democrats 
with an impressive primary-
election win over sitting state 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton, stunned 
and impressed host Vince 
DiMiceli and guest co-host 
Gersh Kuntzman on the lat-
est edition of Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio.

Joining your hosts by 
phone, the soon-to-be state 
Senator who’ll represent 
Brownsville, Crown Heights, 
East Flatbush, Gowanus, Park 
Slope, Prospect Heights, Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens, and 
Sunset Park in the 20th Dis-

trict — the fighten’ 20th! — 
didn’t back down from any 
of the tough question thrown 
his way on a cornucopia of 
topics including bike lanes, 

buses, subways, cars, roads, 
rail roads, pedestrians, the 
psychology of drivers and 
of course, weed.

Now, we know what you’re 
thinking: “It sounds like you 
guys just talked about transit 
issues and weed.”

Well that’s because Kuntz-
man’s new job as head blog-
ger at StreetsBlog.org requires 
he ask questions about such 
things, and he didn’t hold 
back.

Still, once in a while, 
DiMiceli was able to get a 
word in edgewise and on-
topic, asking the man who 
took down one of the mem-
bers of the state Senate’s old 
Independent Democratic Con-

ference if he would ever con-
sider closing a street to all traf-
fic except buses if it meant 
improving mass transit.

But as  the son of Costa Ri-
can immigrants  got the first 
n-sound of his-sure-to-come 
“No” answer out, your hosts 
followed up.

“Why not?” they said in 
unison.

To find out the answer — 
and learn Myrie’s stand on le-
galizing weed — you’ll have 
to listen now, right here on 
BrooklynPaper.com!

Brooklyn Paper Radio 
is recorded and podcast 
from our studio and can be 
found on BrooklynPaper.
com, iTunes, and Stitcher.

Zellnor Myrie
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A brute hit a man in the 
head and stole his wallet in 
MetroTech Center on Sept. 
21.

Police said the lout struck 
the man and witnesses saw 
the thief flee toward Myrtle 
Avenue at 3:45 am. 

The victim was trans-
ported to Brooklyn Hospi-
tal, cops said.

Oh, baby 
A man stole baby lotion, 

baby cream, and baby sham-
poo from a store on Flatbush 
Avenue on Sept. 23.

Officers say the thief 
swiped the items from the 
store near Nevins Street at 
10:01 am, pulled out a box-cut-
ter when someone tried to stop 
him, and fled the store.

Bar fight
A knife-wielding brute 

slashed a man on his left 
bicep, hand, and face at 
a bar on Smith Street on 
Sept. 22.

The victim walked into 
Cobble Hill Hospital after the 
assault near Wyckoff Street at 
1:30 am, cops said. According 
to police, he wouldn’t divulge 
the extent of his injuries and 
further investigation revealed 
broken glass and blood near 
the scene. 

Subway slip
Someone pushed a man 

down the stairs at the Wil-
loughby Street subway sta-
tion on Sept. 23.  

The victim told police he 
was headed to the platform 
for the A train at the station 
near Jay Street at 4 pm when 
he was pushed. He was trans-
ported to Interfaith Medical 
Center with a fractured tibia, 
according to authorities.

Apple looter
A sneak swiped a sleep-

ing man’s messenger bag, in-
cluding his Apple MacBook 
Air and credit card, from the 
platform of the Willoughby 
Street subway station on 
Sept. 15.

The man fell asleep on the 
bench while waiting for the 
R train near Lawrence Street 
at 2 am, and woke to find his 
belongings gone, police re-
ported.  

What ‘A’ steal
A thief stole the letter “A” 

from a sign on a commercial 
building on Water Street on 
Sept. 13.

The looter took the letter 
off the building near Dock 
Street at 10:52 pm, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Gucci goon
A thief took a man’s iP-

hone 6 Plus, Gucci watch, 
and wallet at the Schermer-
horn Street subway station 

Baddie strikes man in the head and takes his wallet
on Sept. 21. 

The victim fell asleep at 
the stop near Hoyt Street at 
4 pm and woke to find his 
possessions were stolen, po-
lice reported.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hug it out
Two men robbed a guy on 

Willoughby Avenue on Sept. 
19 by putting the victim in a 
bear hug.

The victim told police he 
was approached by two men 
near Washington Park at 10:40 
pm. One man held him in a 
firm embrace from behind 
while the other stole his iP-
hone 7 and credit cards, ac-
cording to police. 

iPhone grab
Three men beat a man and 

stole his phone on DeKalb Av-
enue on Sept. 21.

The victim told cops he 
was near Cumberland Street 
at 12:53 am, when the trio ap-
proached, with one saying 
“give me your phone and wal-
let,” before the three punched 
and kicked him and then ran 
off with his phone. 

The phone was found one 
block away through Find My 
iPhone, police reported.

Bag bandit 
Someone stole a woman’s 

Gucci and Louis Vuitton bags 
from her apartment on DeKalb 

Avenue on Sept. 7.
The woman told police she 

left her apartment near Hud-
son Avenue at 1 pm after the 
person she hired from a clean-
ing service had entered. 

Makeup thief
A thief stole makeup from 

a hair boutique on Washing-
ton Avenue on Sept. 20.

Ane employee noticed the 
looter stealing the goods after 
she opened up the store near 
Atlantic Avenue at 2:30 am, 
cops reported. 

Money loot
A crook entered a man’s 

Lexington Avenue on Sept. 23 
apartment and stole $142.

The thief entered the 
apartment near Grand Av-
enue through the unlocked 
front door at 7:50 am and 
fled through the same en-
trance, according to the po-
lice report. 

Trade off
A man attempted to steal 

from Washington Avenue res-
taurant’s cash register on Sept. 
23, but instead left with an 
Apple iPad. 

The thief came in through 

the unlocked front door near 
Flushing Avenue at 8:53 am 
after an employee forgot to 
lock it after arriving at 7:30 
am, cops said. 

Missing wheels
Someone store a man’s car 

from its spot on Washington 
Avenue on Sept. 18.

The victim parked his car 
near Willoughby Avenue at 
10:30 am and left for work, 
but returned to find it gone, 
according to cops. 

— Brianna Kudisch

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Stacked cards
A rogue stole a binder 

full of collectable gaming 
cards on Court Street some-
time between Sept. 17 and 
Sept. 22.

The victim told police 
that he discovered that his 
50-count binder with a col-
lection of Magic: The Gath-
ering cards was stolen by 
an unknown lout from his 
board game store and cafe 
between Union and Sackett 

streets sometime between 6 
pm on Sept. 17 and 10:30 am 
on Sept. 22.

Yoga theft
A sneak stole a woman’s 

wallet while she was in a 
yoga studio on Court Street 
on Sept. 24.

The victim told police 
that she left her black and 
brown Michael Kors wallet 
unattended in the common 
area of the center between 
Luque and Nelson streets 
at 5 pm. 

When she returned about 
45 minutes later, it was gone, 
including three credit cards, 
$480, her US passport, driv-
er’s license and insurance 
card, according to author-
ities.

Under attack
A woman punched another 

woman in the face near a gas 
station on Hamilton Avenue 
on Sept. 14.

The victim told cops that 
she got into a verbal argu-
ment with the attacker near 
Huntington Street at 5:25 
am when the brute struck 
her, causing pain and swell-
ing to her face.

Fake kindness
A woman robbed another 

woman while helping her 
bring her groceries to her 
Columbia Street home on 
Sept. 22. 

The victim told police that 
the snake offered to help her 

carry her bags home from a 
market on Lorraine Street 
at noon.

When they got to the vic-
tim’s apartment, she left her 
purse on top of a box, which 
the sneak thief promptly 
grabbed and ran off with, 
stealing the woman’s red 
wallet, flip phone, $180 and 
an EBT card worth $10, ac-
cording to police.

Tide challenge
A man stole liquid deter-

gent from a pharmacy on 
Court Street on Sept. 23.

A store employee told offi-
cers that the scoundrel bagged 
three bottles of Tide liquid de-
tergent into his bag and left 
the store near First Place at 
9 am. — Kevin Duggan

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bodega brawl
Cops arrested a 29-year-old 

woman for punching another 
gal in the face inside a Sev-
enth Avenue bodega on the 
morning of Sept. 16.

A witness told police he 
saw the victim wrestling 
with a man inside the mar-
ket between Eight and Ninth 
streets at 8:52 am, when the 
suspect walked up to her, let 
out a shout of “punk a-- b--
--,” and punched the vic-
tim in the face, giving her 
a bloody nose.

Police arrested the sus-
pect on misdemeanor as-
sault, cops said.

T time
Police cuffed a 52-year-

old man for allegedly steal-
ing 29 plain T-shirts from a 
Flatbush Avenue clothing 
store on Sept. 16.

An employee told police 
he spotted the suspect pull a 
blue bag out of his backpack 
inside the store near Atlantic 
Avenue at 3:55 pm, and pro-
ceed to stuff it with an esti-
mated $410 worth of fancy-
free shirts, before breezing 
past the register with his ill-
gotten attire.

Cops arrested the man that 
day, charging him with mis-
demeanor petit larceny, ac-
cording to police.

Shopping slug
Officers busted a 25-year-

old man for allegedly punch-
ing a guy inside an Atlantic 
Avenue shopping center on 
Sept. 13.

The victim told police he 
was inside the mall between 
Fort Greene Place and S. Port-
land Avenue at 1:40 pm, when 
the suspect slugged him for 
no reason, leaving him with 
a black eye.

Cops cuffed the suspect on 
misdemeanor assault that day, 
while the victim was taken to 
a nearby hospital, according 
to authorities. 
 — Colin Mixson

in Manhattan, Queens, and 
the Bronx, as part of a col-
lective Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure that will 
unfold in each borough the 
facilities would be located 
in, which local civic gurus 
said could kick off as early 
as the end of this year  after 
the city fleshed out its plan 
in August .

Pollock said he contacted 
the offices of Boerum Hill 
Councilman Stephen Levin,  a 
supporter of Hizzoner’s plan 
to expand the jail on the bor-
der of Downtown , and De-
Blasio after the mayor last 

year announced his 10-year 
scheme to relocate roughly 
half of the 9,500 inmates 
locked up in the East River is-
land’s violent cells to “safer” 
ones across the five boroughs, 
hoping to share thoughts on 
how to successfully do that 
from the perspective of a 
House of D neighbor. 

But the mayor’s office de-
nied his request for a sit-down, 
he claimed, saying the city 
would request locals’ opin-
ions in early planning stages 
— and then dropped its plan 
to massively grow the jail and 
subsequently kick-off the re-
quired ulurp process to the 

surprise of residents.
“The plan was clearly 

rushed,” Pollock said. “And 
with the city’s announcement, 
the clock started ticking.”    

And he wasn’t the only lo-
cal who demanded the city 
take its borough-based-jail 
plan back to the drawing 
board — the leader of a neigh-
borhood civic group argued 
that if four boroughs must get 
new facilities, then a fifth 
should be built out on bucolic 
Staten Island, so that fami-
lies and attorneys of inmates 
from the Rock don’t have to 
schlep to Kings County to 
visit them.

“A jail must be built on 
Staten Island,” said Cobble 
Hill Association president 

Amy Breedlove.
But the small number of 

Staten Island detainees cur-
rently held on Rikers Island 
made it impractical to build 
a new facility to hold them in 
their home borough, accord-
ing to a rep for the Mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice.

“There are currently 
around 350 people in jail 
from Staten Island, roughly 
4 percent of the jail popula-
tion, and this number will 
be closer to 200 by the time 
that the [Rikers] population 
reaches 5,000,” said Patrick 
Gallahue.

Other attendees from 
prison-reform group No 
New Jails NYC argued the 
city can reduce the number 

of inmates on Rikers Island 
— and ultimately close its 
jails — without building new 
ones in the boroughs at all, 
by instead ending pre-trial 
detention, cash bail, and end 
restrictive probation and pa-
role policies.

And another Smith Street 
resident said the city should 
first find ways to improve in-
mates’ mental-health treat-
ment before rushing to build 
local jails, claiming that pack-
ing more detainees in an ex-
panded House of Detention 
without doing so would sim-
ply relocate people with vio-
lent tendencies from Rikers 
Island to Boerum Hill.  

“All of the problems that 
exist on Rikers would exist 

equally, if not more so, at the 
localized borough facilities 
such as the Brooklyn House 
of Detention,” said Maryanne 
Fishman.

City officials will now hold 
similar sessions in Manhat-
tan, the Bronx, and Queens, 
before they kick off the bor-
ough-based-jail scheme’s 
ulurp process, and set a dead-
line of Oct. 15 for locals to 
share written comments on 
the plan with the Department 
of Corrections.

Written comments can 
be submitted to Howard 
Fiedler at 75-20 Asto-
ria Blvd., Suite 160, East 
Elmhurst, NY 11370, or e-
mailed to boroughplan@
doc.nyc.gov.
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By Kevin Duggan
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T
his flick will make you wig 
out!

A new comedy-horror short 
filmed in Crown Heights gives a mon-
strous spin to gentrification and the 
appropriation of black culture. The 
Sundance-winning movie “Hair 
Wolf” will screen twice in Brook-
lyn next month, at the Bushwick Film 
Festival on Oct. 13 and at the Brook-
lyn Horror Fest on Oct. 14.

The film is set in a black hair 
salon, which is invaded by an 
obtuse, extremely creepy white 

woman, who touches a black wom-
an’s hair, demands “funky braids, like 
Rihanna,” and begins to spread “viral” 
whiteness.

The idea came from a joke that snow-
balled, said its director.

“I saw a clump of braid lying on the 

ground outside my apartment in Crown 
Heights, which is a fairly common ex-
perience on my side of Brooklyn, espe-
cially on weekend mornings, although 
I’m not sure why,” said Mariama Diallo. 
“My boyfriend was standing next to me 
and I said ‘braid’ but he heard ‘brain’, 
and it became this silly joke that just 
kept going.”

Diallo started weaving together the 
idea of zombies in old movies mindlessly 
say “brains” with the modern horror of 
gentrification. The movie is sprinkled 
with references to vintage horror films 
and pop culture moments, she said. 

“I really liked the idea often used in 
1950s horror movies of monsters and 
creatures invading from the outside. Back 
then it was more a sign of xenophobic 
anxieties and fear of communism, but 
here it’s re-purposed to tell the story of 
a neighborhood with a particular char-
acter whose residents are scared of in-
vaders from the outside taking over,” 

she said.
The story is very Brooklyn-specific, 

she said, echoing the white hipsters now 
moving into the formerly majority-black 
neighborhoods of Crown Heights and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant.

“It’s a true Brooklyn story and I 
wanted that to come across in the movie. 
That’s what’s at the core of the film, this 
love of a space and the idea of keeping 
its character whole,” she said.

The movie was filmed mostly at a 
hair salon just 10 minutes from Dial-
lo’s house.

“We approached the owners and said 
that we were going to make a movie 
about cultural appropriation, and she 
helped us because she could identify 
with the ideas at the heart of the movie,” 
she said.

After the success of “Hair Wolf,” Di-
allo has started working on her feature 
debut, a horror film about racial ten-
sions on a college campus. 

Chilling out

How Swede it is!
An almost 30-year-old New York City pop 

group has found a second life thanks to the pop-
loving denizens of ABBA’s home country. The 
Mommyheads, who will play at Union Pool on 
Sept. 29, released five albums between 1989 and 
1997, and its members went their separate ways. 
But then a few influential Swedish musicians dis-
covered that final, self-titled 1997 album, accord-
ing to the band’s guitarist. 

“They probably found our record in the reject 
bins at record stores and wondered what it was,” 
said Adam Elk, with a chuckle.

The band became popular in Sweden, where 
its music is favorably compared to sophisticated, 
ambitious pop acts like XTC and Jellyfish. Based 
on that interest, the band got back together in 
2008, and have since released five more albums 
of new music —including its latest, “ Soundtrack 
to the World’s End .”

After a week-long tour in Sweden earlier this 
month, the band will have its New York City al-
bum release party at Union Pool this weekend. 
The band is happy playing to its dedicated audi-
ence of fans, without the pressure of being on a 
major label.

“Now, we’re much more chill about everything,” 
says keyboardist Mike Holt. “We do hope the latest 
album reaches new people, but we no longer have 
illusions or attachments about becoming stars. 
We’re mainly just in it for the joy of music.”

But they are still using digital distribution and 
talking to the press “in the hopes that something 
will catch on, and that people we don’t know might 
actually show up at our shows and get our music 
online,” said Holt.

The music on the band’s new album is impas-
sioned, catchy, clever, and meaningful. The lyrics 
make their point, but in a tongue-in-cheek way: 
“The penguins are wearing bikinis up in the tun-
dra,” for example.

Adam Elk says that the apocalyptic title is not 
intended to be political.

“It’s more an ecological cry for help,” Elk says. 
“This is a tricky topic and way outside our com-
fort zone, which made it a huge but rewarding 
challenge.”

But he warned, “If you’re a climate change de-
nier, you probably won’t like this record.”

The Mommyheads at Union Pool (484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williams-
burg, www.union-pool.com). Sept. 29 at 7 
pm. $25.   — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

The Fringe Festival is coming to Brooklyn 
— sort of!

The 20-year-old New York International Fringe 
Festival, an annual proving ground for fledgling 
theater shows, will expand into Kings County 
for the first time next month. FringeBKLYN will 
be a sort of older sibling to the Manhattan fes-
tival shows — a showcase for artists who have 
already performed at Fringe, and for established 
independent venues, said its 
artistic director. 

“We discovered that in-
die artists and alumni wanted 
access to our marketing but 
didn’t need our hands-on pro-
ducing, like the emerging art-
ists supported via FringeNYC 
do,” said Elena K. Holy.

One of those Fringe alumni 
said that he jumped at the 
chance to team up with the festival again.

“The Fringe Festival, over the years, has been 
the most supportive organization that we’ve ever 
worked with,” said playwright Sean Williams, who 
has previously produced the plays “Fleet Week,” 
“Hail Satan!,” and “Viral” with the arts festival. 

His latest production, “Almelem,” (pictured 
top) opening on Oct. 13 at the Brick in Wil-
liamsburg, is a “Biblical backstager,” about a 
group of Christians in the first century A.D. as 
they compose the Gospels and develop church 
services — much like actors and producers put 
together a stage show, he said. 

More important than marketing, said Williams, 
are the bonds created by working side-by-side 
with other Fringe theater companies. 

“The actual real benefit is that we get to part 
of a larger community,” he said. “We’re all emo-
tionally invested in each other’s success.”

The Brick will also host a second Fringe play, 
running on Halloween only: “Donald Trump 
Dies at the End,” a $45 “theatrical experience” 
with a strict black-tie dress code.

Four other Brooklyn shows are part of the 
Fringe. Two of them are pre-existing shows: 
The Shakespearean riff “Makbet,”  performed 
in a shipping container , and “Salome,” a new 
translation of the Oscar Wilde play, now running 
at the Irondale Theater. Two more shows will 
take place at Brooklyn Arts Exchange in Park 
Slope: “Situations,” a one-man play by Robert 
Green (pictured right) that includes poetry and 
beatboxing; and “CrowPlay,” which combines 
murder ballads, scraps of Edgar Allen Poe, and 
Irish mythology into a ritualistic drama.

“Almelem” at the Brick (575 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Union and Lorimer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.bricktheater.com). Oct. 13–27; 
Thu–Sat at 7 pm; Sun at 2 pm. $20. For other 
FringeBklyn show, visit www.fringenyc.org/
fringebkln. — Bill Roundy

On the Fringe
T H E AT E R

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

T
wo weeks before Halloween, 
the Brooklyn Horror Film Fes-
tival will have plenty for treats 

for fans of the terrifying and the un-
settling. Here are some of the events 
you should be sure to catch during the 
week-long festival.

All tickets are $16 unless other-
wise indicated. For more info, visit 
www.brooklynhorrorfest.com.

Neon bloodbath
An ultra-stylish and blood-soaked 

ode to the 1970s, “Knife + Heart” fol-
lows a successful gay porn producer 
Anne (Vanessa Paradis), whose ac-
tors have been targeted by a serial 
killer. As she tracks down the killer, 
she loses track of what’s real, who is 
dead, and who will be killed next. 

This film opens the festival
Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-

politan Ave. at Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg (718) 782–8370, www.
nitehawkcinema.com]. Oct. 11 at 7 
pm. $18.

Singles in your area
In Henry Jinings’s short film “Wel-

come to Bushwick,” a fellow having a 
great first date goes back to her place, 
where things take a sinister turn.

Part of the “Nightmare Fuel” 
block at the Wythe Hotel Cinema 
[80 Wythe Ave. at N. 11th Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 460–8000, www.
wythehotel.com]. Oct. 13 at noon.

Scream queens
The festival will show its first block 

of horror shorts filmed through a queer 
lens in “Slayed.” Five flicks will ex-
plore the intersection of sexuality and 

horror in this lineup, co-presented by 
the LGBT film festival NewFest.

Wythe Hotel. Oct. 13 at 4 pm. 

The Stars are right
Aubrey takes over the life of her re-

cently deceased friend Grace, taking 
care of her pets and sleeping in her bed, 
in “Starfish,” directed by A.T. White. 
The next morning, she awakes to a des-
olate landscape of fires engulfing the 

city and people being attacked by some-
thing inhuman. Only a mix-tape left 
behind by Grace can save her.

Kumble Theater [1 University Plaza 
at Flatbush Avenue Downtown, (718) 
488–1624, www.kumbletheater.org]. 
Oct. 13 at 8 pm

Urban creatures
Delve into the Big Apple’s trove 

of resident monsters and eerie urban 

lore in a live taping of the booze-in-
fused podcast “Spirits,” hosted by 
New Yorkers Amanda McLoughlin 
and Julia Schifini.

Wythe Hotel. Oct. 14 at noon.

The most dangerous game
Dysfunctional family members are 

forced to confront their issues when 
a mysterious Halloween game is left 
on their doorstep, in the debut feature 
and world premiere of “Boo!,” directed 
by 22-year-old Luke Jaden. 

Wythe Hotel. Oct. 14 at 3:40 pm.

Poor vision
Joe invests in a new technology called 

Xtreme Virtual Reality, which lets the 
rich see life through the eyes of the poor, 
in “Empathy Inc.” — and then discov-
ers that its makers have ulterior mo-
tives. A black-and-white sci-fi thriller 
directed by Yedidya Gorsetman

Wythe Hotel. Oct. 14 at 6 pm.

Squad goals
The documentary “Wolfman’s Got 

Nards” pays homage to the 1987 hor-
ror-comedy “The Monster Squad.” 
Director Andre Gower, who starred 
as the pre-teen hero of the ’87 flick, 
examines how it became a beloved 
classic, and its relevance more than 
30 years later.

Nitehawk Cinema. Oct 15. at 7 
pm. 

The horror!: In the short film “Hair Wolf,” actress Kara Young’s character fears that invaders are sucking the lifeblood 
from black culture.
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“Hair Wolf” plays in Bush-
wick Film Festival’s shorts 
block “Fear of a Black Plan-
et” at LightSpace Studios 
New York [1115 Flushing Ave. 
between Porter and Varick 
avenues in Bushwick, (347) 
450–3464, www.bushwick-
fi lmfestival.com]. Oct. 13 
at 7:25 pm. $13. And in the 
Brooklyn Horror Film Festi-
val’s “Laugh Now, Die Later” 
block at IFP Made in NY Me-
dia Center (30 John St. at 
Jay Street in Dumbo, www.
brookolynhorrorfest.com). 
Oct. 14 at noon. $16.
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Hair raising
A horror fl ick about gentrifi cation

Fright nights
The best events in the 
Bklyn Horror Film Fest

Vintage: The movie poster for “Hair 
Wolf” was inspired by the “egregiously 
out of date magazines,” that Diallo used 
to read in hair salons growing up.
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Lone wolf: Aubrey fends for herself after the apocalypse, in the 
feature film “Starfish.”
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Sept. 29

Chile days, 
chilly nights
We know that Fall 
has arrived, because 
the annual Chile Fes-
tival is taking over 
the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden! The annual 
celebration of the 
hot, hot, hot pepper 
will feature some 
smokin’ musical acts, 
a chile-and-chocolate 
indulgence area, and 
plenty of fiery food.

11 am–6 pm at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 
Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

MONDAY
Oct. 1

The Meg
The spooky month of 
October has arrived, 
so head out for some 
haunting tunes from 
singer-songwriter 
Meg Myers, at the 
Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg tonight. 
Ther are no goblins 
on her new album 
“Take Me to the 
Disco,” but there is a 
song titled “Little 
Black Death,” along 
with plenty of dark-
ness, angst, and sing-
along anger. 

7:30 pm at Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com). 
$20.

TUESDAY
Oct. 2

Suped-up!
Enjoy Saturday morn-
ing cartoons on a Tues-
day night with this spe-
cial New York Comic 
Con edition of 
“Spoons, Toons, and 
Booze,” featuring a 
line-up of superhero-
themed cartoons from 
the 1940s to the 1990s, 
a free Defender IPA 
from Brooklyn Brewery, 
and plenty of cereal, 
milk, and cereal-infused 
cocktails. 

9:30 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $20.

WEDNESDAY
Oct. 3

Spin cycle
Acrobats with the 
Australian perfor-
mance troupe Circa 
will push their bodies 
to the limits in 
“Humans,” a new 
show of amazing cir-
cus acts. On a bare 
stage, its 10 mem-
bers will leap, somer-
sault, and spin 
through the air — 
relying on each other 
to keep from falling 
and breaking — just 
like we all do.

7:30 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. $28–$65.

THURSDAY
Oct. 4

Nerd night
Park Slope rocker 
Jonathan Coulton 
always puts on a 
good show, but you 
can expect much 
more from tonight’s 
show “Jonathon Coul-
ton, Paul & Storm, 
and ‘Friends,’ ” since 
New York Comic Con 
has lured the nerde-
rati to the city, so 
expect podcasters, 
comedians, and more 
geeky musicians on 
the Bell House stage. 

7:30 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $30.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 28
OUTDOORS, THE GREAT DUMBO 

DROP: An annual block party with 
a spectacle twist – thousands of el-
ephants dropping onto Washington 
Street. With crafts, music, food, a 
silent auction, and a raffl e for which 
elephant lands closest to the target. 
Free. 4 pm. (Washington Street at 
Water Street in Dumbo). 

ART, “ANALOG MANIPULATION”: 
Dinosaurs, UFOs, and fi ghter jets 
threaten the landscape in Eric 
Fennell’s black-and-white photo 
montages, on display at a popular 
restaurant. Free. 5:30–10 pm. The 
Farm on Adderley [1108 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and Westmin-
ster roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 287–
3101], www.altpick.com/ericfennell. 

ART, BROOKLYN COLLAGE COLLEC-
TIVE: A mixed media group exhibi-
tion for Bushwick Open Studios 
2018. 6–10 pm. Brooklyn Collage 
Collective [37 Troutman St. in Bush-
wick, (201) 655–1714]. 

DINING, CHINESE MID-AUTUMN 
FESTIVAL: Celebrate the Chinese 
festival with booze and bites under 
the moonlight while reciting Li Bai’s 
classic, “Drinking Alone by Moon-
light.” $30. 6:30 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard St. be-
tween Lorimer and Leonard streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 387–2845]. 

COMEDY, JOE PERA’S FALL EVE-
NINGS: The comedian tests new 
material. Each show will also feature 
a different, incredibly special guest. 
$15. 7 pm and 9:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, NEW YORK BURLESQUE 
FESTIVAL PREMIERE PARTY: More 
than 20 burlesque beauties shake 
their stuff at this kick-off party. $15 
($12 in advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, “RONNIE LUVS COMEDY”: 
A new stand-up showcase hosted by 
Fareeha Khan as “Ronnie.” $5 (cash 
only). 9 pm. Vital Joint (109 Meserole 
St. between Leonard St. and Man-
hattan Ave. in Williamsburg). 

SAT, SEPT. 29
ART, COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 

WITH MARY MATTINGLY: The artist 
discusses her new work. Free. Noon. 
BRIC Arts Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 683–5621], www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

READING, RIVERHEAD POP-UP 
READING ROOM: Celebrate 
Banned Books week with an af-
ternoon of provocative reads and 
conversation on the Brooklyn water-
front. Free. 1–4 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 3, Greenway Terrace, 
(212) 366–2203, www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

DINING, BREWMINARIES PRESENT 
“LOCAL”: The home-brewers’ guild 
throws a beer festival celebrating 
New York State ingredients. $40. 
1–5 pm. The Well [272 Meserole 
St. between Waterbury Street and 
Bushwick Place in Bushwick, (347) 
338–3612], thewellbrooklyn.com. 

DINING, OKTOBERFEST AT FULTON 
HALL: The bar offers traditional 
Bavarian dishes, German beer, live 
polka music, and a stein-hoisting 
content. Visitors wearing lederhosen 
drink for free! Free. 2 pm. Fulton Hall 
at Gotham Market [250 Ashland Pl. 
at Fulton Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
301–8480], www.fultonhall.com. 

DINING, TASTES OF BROOKLYN 
FALL CRAWL: Taste samples from 
restaurants in Cobble Hill and Car-
roll Gardens during this afternoon 
food crawl. $20 (four samples, $50 
for 11 samples). 2–6 pm. Avlee 
Greek Kitchen (349 Smith St. be-
tween Carroll and Second streets in 
Carroll Gardens), www.tastesof-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN STORROW HOUSE 
CONCERT: The singer, songwriter, 
and storyteller plays a concert in 
a living room in Boerum Hill. RSVP 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, SEPT. 29
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

$45–$169. 9 am.

SUN, SEPT. 30
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

$45–$169. 9 am.

WED, OCT. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V NEW 

YORK KNICKS: $31–$2,209. 
7:30 pm.

THU, OCT. 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: $81–$236. 

8 pm.

FRI, OCT. 5
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: $81–$236. 

8 pm.

SAT, OCT. 6
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V NASHVILLE PREDATORS: 
$41–$230. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 7
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: $79–

$450. 8 pm. 

MON, OCT. 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS V SAN JOSE SHARKS: 
$21–$252. 1 pm.

TUE, OCT. 9

MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $49–$129. 7 pm.

THU, OCT. 11

MUSIC, NIKKI MINAJ, FUTURE: 

$36–$182. 7:30 pm. 

SAT, OCT. 13

MUSIC, GORILLAZ: $89–$160. 8 

pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Brooklyn Paper is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 1:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and 
call-out segments, can be listened to live or 
played anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 1:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and four-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 1:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Back at ya: Romeo Santos, 
the King of Bachata, a Do-
minican music style, will bring 
his Golden Tour to Barclays 
Center on Oct. 7.
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Join us for International Observe the Moon Night 

Saturday, October 20, 7:30pm

AT THE INTREPID MUSEUM

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

See the imagery  
captured by the Lunar  
Reconnaissance Orbiter,  
explore the visualizations 
created from its data,  
����������	�
����	� 
discoveries have 
changed lunar science 
from NASA’s Ernie Wright. 
�	������������	
�����
	�
�����������������	
�� 
�����	�	��������	
��� 
permitting). Doors open 
at 7:00pm. All ages. Free.  
Register in advance.

To learn more or register, 
visit intrepidmuseum.org/
astronomy.

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights 
Reserved. Except as permitted under applicable 
�����	
�������������	�����������������
����
disseminated, displayed, performed or played 
��	
��	�������������	
���������
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162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s taken a stone-faced look at 
the past!

The Prospect Heights author 
of “The Gargoyle Hunters” will dis-
cuss the city’s history with the strik-
ing stone figures designed to frighten 
evil spirits at the Brooklyn Historical 
Society on Oct. 2. John Freeman Gill 
said was inspired to write his novel 
after reading a 1962 New York Her-
ald Tribune story about real-life statue 
scroungers who mined piles of rub-
ble to find remnants of the architec-
tural ornaments. 

“It described a sort of fad of scav-
engers who would descend on demo-
lition sites and landfills as these late 
19th century buildings were being de-

stroyed,” said Gill. “They were just a 
bunch of Brooklyn boys who would run 
around and rescue these pieces.” 

Gill researched the stone figures, 
which began to proliferate through-
out the city in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, as waves of immigrants 
who were stone carvers in their home 
countries began to adorn their sim-
ple tenement buildings with elaborate 
mythological and historical figures and 
faces. Brooklyn is the best borough 
to find gargoyles, Gill said. 

“Brooklyn has some of the great-
est collections of these because of the 
historic districts,” he said. “One of my 
favorite neighborhoods to seek them 
out is Park Slope. There are blocks 
teeming with faces peering out at you 
from the architecture. And Brooklyn 
Heights is rich with them because of all 
the sumptuous mansions there.” 

Brooklyn’s gargoyles are not just 
winged waterspouts and  defenders of 
the night . One of Gill’s favorite fig-
ures, on an old building on First Street 
near Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, has 
a real-world doppelganger. 

“The rarest ones are the ones that 
are not a historical or mythological 
figure, they just look like a regular 

person,” he said. “There’s this carved 
head with wild hair and a crazy mous-
tache that looks like President Trump’s 
former lawyer, Ty Cobb.”

The Brooklyn Historical Society 
— where Gill will deliver his talk — 
is another of his favorite sites, since 
it is outfitted with terra cotta busts 
of Christopher Columbus and Benja-
min Franklin, among others.

“One thing that’s particularly won-
derful about doing this at the Brook-
lyn Historical Society is that building 
itself has some of the most beautiful 
architecture in the city — it has these 
fiery red portrait busts of historical 
and allegorical figures,” he said. 

Gill hopes his book will inspire 
Brooklynites to take their eyes off 
their phones and instead take in the 
beauty and wonder of the city’s ar-
chitectural masterpieces. 

“Once you start paying attention to 
these, you won’t stop seeing them,” he 
said. “They’re not so hidden — they’re 
actually hiding in plain sight.” 

“New York’s Gargoyles” at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society (128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, www.brooklynhistory.
org). Oct. 2 at 6:30 pm. $10.

Rocky horrors
He talks about gargoyles

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

O
h what beautiful ware-
house! Oh what a beau-
tiful play!

A new production of the 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical “Oklahoma!” now 
playing at St. Ann’s Ware-
house in Dumbo, is the hottest 
ticket in town. The first two 
weeks of the run have already 
sold out — in part because this 
version had a previous, lim-
ited run with rave reviews at 
Bard College’s summer fes-
tival in 2015, which made its 
Brooklyn premiere even more 
hotly anticipated, said one of 
the show’s stars. 

“When this production was 
done three years ago at Bard it 
got a lot of incredible reviews, 
but I know a lot of New York-

ers who did not get to see it, 
so a lot of people are look-
ing forward to it,” said Ali 
Stroker, who plays the pop-
ular-with-the-fellas farm girl 
Ado Annie.

Stroker says that she was 
drawn to the character, whose 
signature song is “I Cain’t Say 
No,” because Annie’s youth-
ful curiosity gives her a lot to 
play with.

“She is a such a fun girl to 
play because she is exploring 
and realizing her sexuality and 
her relationships with men,” 
she said. “And she’s kind of try-
ing to find her way in the world 
as a woman — she’s a really 
fun character to explore.”

Annie also mirrors Stro-
ker’s own journey, she said.

“I definitely see a lot of my-
self in the character. Annie is 
a ‘yes’ girl, and she says yes 

to exploring herself, and I feel 
very close to that,” she said.

Stroker, who was the first 
wheelchair-using actress to 
perform on Broadway, said 
that being cast in the tradi-

tionally able-bodied role is an 
important moment in the rep-
resentation of disabled peo-
ple on stage, and that she is 
thrilled to create more visibil-
ity for her community.

“It’s so important for me and 
I hope that the disabled com-
munity can come out to see 
this,” she said. “It’s a moment 
because this character wasn’t 
written to be in a wheelchair, 
and this can be anybody’s story. 
I think that it is important that 
I’m the one playing her.”

The show has a bit of a 
modern edge, but Stroker 
says that the production will 
also elicit nostalgic memories 
and pride.

“I think this production is 
important for people to see be-
cause it touches on this feeling 
of what it’s like to be Ameri-
can, and I think right now, peo-
ple might be shaken on where 
we are in world,” she said. “I 
think there’s something iconic 
about the music that people 
can feel connected to.”

The show’s grim, black-and-
white advertisements might 
make it seem like the musi-
cal will be performed in a mi-
nor key, but instead its sprightly 
songs will be performed by a 
bluegrass band on stage.

The show, once scheduled 
to close on Oct. 28, has been 
extended through Nov. 11.

“Oklahoma” at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [45 Water St. at 
Old Dock Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 254–8779, stannsware-
house.org]. Sept. 27–Nov. 
11, Tue–Sun at 7:30 pm, Sat–
Sun at 2 pm. $26–$101.

Doing OK
‘Oklahoma!’ is 
in her wheelhouse

All or nothing: Actress Ali Stroker, sitting in her wheel-
chair, embraces actor James Blake, who plays one of 
her character’s suitors in a new production of “Okla-
homa!” at St. Ann’s Warehouse, running until Nov. 11.
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Seedless
Grapes

$$249249
lb.lb.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF PHILIP C. PENTA

GO TO 3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN.COM TO HELP3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Celery

¢¢5959large
stalk
large
stalk

9/26 7AM -10/1 7PM
SALE STARTS 26 27 28 29 30 01

GREAT DEAL!

Apple Cider
$$199199

64 oz.64 oz.

SPECIAL!

Iced Tea
$$55forfor33

64 oz.64 oz.
K

ORGANIC

Romaine
Hearts

$$55forfor22

Honeydew

$$129129
ea.ea.

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine
$$129129

lb.lb.

Clementines

$$349349
3 lb. bag3 lb. bag

Red Peppers

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Hass Avocados

¢¢8989ea.ea.

Cauliflower
$$129129

large headlarge head

Black Kat Plums
¢¢6969lb.lb.

Crushed Tomatoes

¢¢9999
28 oz. can28 oz. can

K

Mozzarella Cheese
$$299299

16 oz.16 oz.

Yogurt

22$$
forfor44

6 oz.6 oz.

D

Whipped Cream
Cheese

$$33forfor22
8 oz.8 oz.

for address. $15 suggested 
donation. 7 pm. Paul’s 
Brooklyn House Concerts, 
concerts.shrub.ca. 

SUN, SEPT. 30
FILM, “DEAF JAM” SCREEN-

ING AND SIGN LAN-
GUAGE WORKSHOP: 
A screening of the PBS 
documentary “Deaf Jam,” 
followed by an interactive 
sign-language workshop 
with the fi lm’s main char-
acter and director. $5–$20 
(Pay what you can). 2 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, OPERA + POPS CON-

CERT: Classic and contem-
porary Broadway and opera 
selections, performed by 
the Regina Opera Com-
pany. $15 ($5 teens, children 
free). 3 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School Au-
ditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. at 
60th Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

MUSIC, JUSTIN TOWNES 
EARLE: $25. 5 pm. Indus-
try City (220 36th Street 
between Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

ART, “ANALOG MANIPULA-
TION”: 5:30–10 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 28. 

THEATER, “POST-DEATH”: 
A a madcap meditation on 
nature’s most hilarious joke: 
Mortality. . $20. 8 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

MON, OCT. 1
ART, “ANALOG MANIPULA-

TION”: 5:30–10 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 28. 

TALK, #METOO IN THE RES-
TAURANT BIZ: Author Ruth 
Reichl and Dirt Candy chef 
Amanda Cohen discuss 
#MeToo’s role and infl uence 
in the restaurant business. 
$40. 6 pm. Green Build-
ing (452 Union St. at Bond 
Street in Gowanus), www.
ferntalkseats.com. 

MUSIC, BRANDON SEA-
BROOK TRIO ALBUM 
RELEASE: The guitarist and 
composer launches his lat-
est album “Convulsionar-
ies.” $25 ($18 in advance). 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org.

THEATER, “POST-DEATH”: 8 
pm. See Sunday, Sept. 30.  

TUES, OCT. 2
ART, “ANALOG MANIPULA-

TION”: 5:30–10 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 28. 

TALK, MEET THE NIGHT 
MAYOR: Ariel Palitz, direc-

tor of the city’s new Offi ce 
of Nightlife, will listen to 
people’s concerns and pri-
orities about about bars, 
clubs, and music. Free. 6 
pm. Murmrr Theatre (17 
Eastern Pkwy. between 

Grand Army Plaza and Un-
derhill Avenue in Prospect 
Heights), www.murmrr.com. 

MUSIC, OHMME, RENATA 
ZEIGUER: $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. C’mon Ev-
erybody (325 Franklin Ave. 
between Clifton Place and 
Greene Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.cmoneverybody.
com. 

THEATER, “STARS IN THE 
NIGHT”: 7, 7:30, 8, 8:30, and 
9 pm. See Friday, Sept. 28. 

THEATER, “POST-DEATH”: 8 
pm. See Sunday, Sept. 30. 

COMEDY, GRANDBABY 
COMEDY AND FREE KA-
RAOKE: Join Mary Cella, 
Cara Weinberger, and Brian 
Bahe for a comedy show 
followed by free karaoke. 
Free. 8 pm. Baby Grand 
Greenpoint [55 McGuin-
ness Blvd. South at New-
ton Street in Greenpoint, 
(347) 463–9106], www.
babygrandnyc.com. 

WED, OCT. 3
THEATER, “DEVIL LAND”: 

The Parsnip Ship present 
a reading of a play about 
a couple who kidnap a 
12-year-old girl and her 
imaginary friend. With 
music and a talk with the 
playwright. Free. 7 pm. Ac-
tors Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Hoyt and Smith Streets in 
Downtown), www.smith-
streetstage.org. 

THEATER, “THE BACCHAE”: 
A new translation of the 
Euripides tragedy about a 
king who tries to restrain 
the followers of Dionysus. 
$30–$75. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, JUPITER & OKW-
ESS: With The Jack Moves. 
$30 ($25 in advace). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase welcomes Tim 
Dillon, Megan Gailey, Khalid 
A Rahmaan, and more. $10 
($5 in advance). 9 pm. The 
Gutter [200 N. 14th St. be-
tween Wythe and Nassau 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3585], thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, OCT. 4
TALK, NAVAL CARTOGRA-

PHY: A discussion of how 
the science of drawing 
maps shaped world views, 
power, and politics at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard during 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 
$8. 6 pm. Brooklyn Navy 
Yard Center @ BLDG 92 [63 
Flushing Ave. at Carlton Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (917) 
536–1029], www.brooklyn-
navyyard.org. 

TALK, “REGIONAL CHAR-
ACTER”: Explore the ed-
ible native plans of the 
Northeast with cook Marie 
Viljoen. $20. 6:30 pm. Mu-
seum of Food and Drink [62 
Bayard St. between Lorimer 
and Leonard streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–2845]. 

MUSIC, HIDDEN MOTHERS: 
The Rhythm Method string 
quartet performs the music 
of historical women com-
posers, including traditional 
suffragette songs. $10 sug-
gested donation. 7:30 pm. 
The Owl Music Parlor (497 

Rogers Ave. at Midwood 
Street in Prospect Lefferts 
Garden), therhythmmethod.
nyc. 

THEATER, “THE DANGER 
— AN HOMAGE TO 
STRANGE FRUIT”: Sta-
cey Rose’s dystopic ghost 
play follows the interracial 
couple He and She into 
an in-between world that 
houses black souls who left 
the earth in violent ways 
and constantly seek their 
way home. $18. 8 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

BROOKLYN BLACK TIE BALL 
AFTER PARTY: An open 
bar, sweet and savory 
snacks from Union Square 
Events, and dancing with DJ 
Herbert Holler of the Free-
dom Party NYC. $75. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 2 
[Joralemon Street at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FRI, OCT. 5
ART, “ANALOG MANIPULA-

TION”: 5:30–10 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 28. 

THEATER, “THE BACCHAE”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
Oct. 3. 

THEATER, “THE DANGER 
— AN HOMAGE TO 
STRANGE FRUIT”: 8 pm. 
See Thursday, Oct. 4. 

SAT, OCT. 6
ART, BWAC FALL ARTS 

SHOW, OPENING RECEP-
TION: The Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition 
closes its 40th season with 
six different exhibits, includ-
ing the “Really Affordable 
Art Show.” With music from 
Lindsey Wilson and the 
Human Heart Trio, Paula 
Jeanine Jazz, and Women 
Who Rock. $5 suggested 
donation. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

TOUR, WILLIAMSBURG 
WALKING TOUR: A two-
hour walking tour of South 
Williamsburg, led by Adri-
enne Onofri, author of 
“Walking Brooklyn.” $15. 
1 pm. City Reliquary [370 
Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–4842]. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Lizard king: Photographer Eric Fennell combines 
model cars, toys, and street scenes in his photo mon-
tages, now on display as “Analog Manipulations”  
the Farm on Adderly restuaurant in Ditmas Park.
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Get daily updates on news in your 
neighborhood by signing up for our 

daily e-mail updates at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates

STAY INFORMED!

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP

“FREE” | “BROOKYLN CAR SERVICE”

“Serving NY – NJ – CT 
for over 30 years”

TOLL FREE: 1.800.439.9598
TEL: 1.718.384.4444

We accept all major credit cards

ABOUT US

app.brdcars.com

B e yourself.
Geez, what great ad-

vice! Every time I read 
it, or hear it out of the mouth 
of some guru or life coach or 
psychic or healer I’ve hired, 
I think, “Yes! That’s what I 
have to do! That’s what I have 
to help my children do! We 
have to be ourselves!”

I once saw a plain white 
wall at an art show years ago 
across which were scrawled 
bold curved lines and simple 
faces and words like, “You be 
you!” and “Are you you?” 

“Brilliant!” I thought, 
and immediately ran up to 
the young English artist and 
extolled my praise upon her. I 
followed up and she invited me 
to her studio. When I arrived 
in the tiny skylit white box, 
Shantell Martin was painting 
a pair of jeans white, creating 
a new canvas for her empow-
ering message. There were 
slabs of white marble embla-
zoned with it as well. Black 
marker on white surfaces all 
around hammered it home: 
You be you!

I went to a yoga class at Mo-
Cada in Fort Greene where she 

painted her signature lines and 
images on the walls. I bought 
a tank top: Are you you?

When I wear it, I hope peo-
ple notice and that it makes 
them think. I hope they won-
der, like I do, most every min-
ute of every day, “Who the hell 
am I? Am I being her?” 

I guess the point of Miss 
Martin’s work — and the point 
for every brilliant thinker be-
fore (and after) her — is to 
push people to ponder this 
question. It isn’t an easy one. It 
isn’t some math problem with a 
clear solution and when you’re 
done with it you’re done. Nope. 
Unfortunately, the question of 
who we are, and how we can 
“be ourselves” is a lifetime 
one, applied over and over 
again as we make decision 
after decision.

It comes up for me in the 
fall in a new way, every year. 
Because I grew up starting 
school in September, and I 
grew up Jewish, where we cel-
ebrated the New Year and a 
week of pondering and aton-
ing in September or October, 
this time of year always raises 
the question more seriously: 
Who do I want to be? 

This year, I want to be that 
person who gets up early and 
goes to the gym. I want to 
come home and make herbal 
tea and make myself delicious 
fresh food—greens and pro-
teins and fruits and yogurt. I 
want to take long walks with 
my dog. I want to write a book, 
and a play. I want to go to 
dinner and the movies, and 
the theater. I want to read. I 
want to be a good supportive 

friend to people inside and 
outside my family. I want to 
build meaningful workshops 
for kids and adults that help 
them get in tune with them-
selves and others around them. 
I want to record the fascinat-
ing conversations I have with 
the amazing artists and musi-
cians I meet in this great in-
sane city I live in, and share 
them with the world. 

Phew. It is a lot. I am often 
overwhelmed and yet when I 
am not working toward these 
goals, I am angry at myself. I 
have this wrestling match in 
my mind and the “Me I Want to 
Be” gets pretty ticked off: 

What’s wrong with you? 
Why aren’t you being who 
you want to be? What’s go-
ing to have to happen to make 
you do it?

Often, my Other Self (the 
one that takes over when 
fear and laziness creep in) 
will stick up her middle fin-
ger. She’ll pick up a bottle of 
wine, or smoke something to 
take the edge off the panic that 
arises when the demon voices 
begin their naysaying chant: 
Who do you think you are? 

You can’t do those things.
But those voices are 

wrong. Of course I can do 
these things. I just have to 
decide. If my head is clear, if 
I’m not just trying to numb 
out the fear, then all that is 
needed is to make a realistic 
plan. And I need to stick to 
it, squashing all those ridicu-
lous niggling little naysayers 
that pop up like those pesky 
bright-hued moles in Whack-
a-Mole. I need a mallet. 

Shantell had a plan. She 
grew up in the projects, one 
of six kids of a single mother. 
She went to art school, then 
took herself to Tokyo.  then 
found her way to New York. 
Her art now graces Pumas and 
Converse, and Vogue writes 
about her. I am always amazed 
when I meet people who set 
and reach goals, especially 
people whose goals are to help 
other people achieve the seem-
ingly Herculean task of be-
ing themselves. 

We can indeed be who we 
want to be. 

We just have to stare that 
person straight in the face and 
say, “Let’s do it!”

Her inner Shantell Martin
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This sukkah is fast!
Leaders of a Park Slope 

synagogue rolled out a pedal-
powered sukkah for this year’s 
Sukkot celebrations, which 
will cruise the neighbor-
hood this week picking up 
congregants and locals who 
want to hop aboard and con-
template life’s great mysteries, 
according to a rabbi.

“It’s a beautiful oppor-
tunity for youth to connect 
with their heritage, and for 
everyone to appreciate the 
message of divine love that 
Sukkot brings,” said Rabbi 
Menashe Wolf of Chabad of 
Park Slope. 

The sukkah is an integral 

part of the week-long Suk-
kot holiday, which kicked off 
on Sunday and concludes on 
Sept. 30, when Jews repli-
cate the huts that their an-
cient ancestors dwelled in 
amidst their exodus form 
Egypt and typically share 
meals inside.

The wheeled variety is like 
a pedicab, with its passenger 
car retrofitted into an enclosed 
telephone-booth-sized cabin 
that can accommodate vari-
ous objects sacred in the Jew-
ish faith, including the four 
species of plants along with 
cookies and other foods tradi-
tionally used to celebrate the 
holiday, the rabbi said.

Stationary sukkahs are of-
ten built to comfortably fit 

entire families, but the Ha-
sidic synagogue’s mobile ver-
sion can only accommodate 
two, maybe three guests at a 
time, according to Wolf, who 
noted it requires real devotion 
to operate.

“Riding it can be a bit of a 
challenge,” he said. “But it’s 
some good exercise.”

The sukkah-mobile will 
be making stops at parks in-
cluding Grand Army Plaza, 
JJ Byrne Playground, and 
Brooklyn’s Backyard, and 
will travel up and down 
Fifth and Seventh avenues 
from Wednesday through 
Friday, before breaking for 
Sabbath, and then returning 
for a final ride on Sunday, 
Wolf said.

Souped-up sukkah
Synagogue debuts cycle-powered hut

Rabbi Menashe Wolf rides Chabad of Park Slope’s 
pedal-powered sukkah, which will be making stops 
throughout Park Slope throughout the Jewish festi-
val of Sukkot.
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By Emma Miller
for Brooklyn Paper

Voting for the third annual 
Best of Brooklyn competition 
is now open to the public.

Brooklyn residents can 
choose the borough’s best 
businesses from 11 differ-
ent categories through Oct. 
31. Residents can vote once 
per day in each category.

There are hundreds of sub-
categories under the main cat-
egories, so hundreds of busi-
nesses are eligible for your 
vote. Businesses from all over 
the borough were nominated 
by Brooklyn residents from 
July 2 to Aug. 19. The top 
10 to 15 nominees move on 
to the official ballot. Do you 

see your favorite business? 
Vote now!

Winners in all categories 
will be announced in No-
vember.

The major categories for 
Best of Brooklyn are arts 
and entertainment, automo-
tive, bars and nightlife, fash-
ion and clothing, education, 

food and drink, health and 
wellness, home and garden, 
pets, restaurants, services, 
shopping, sports and activ-
ities and weddings.

For the past two years, Best 
of Brooklyn nominees have 
showcased their goods at a fes-
tival in January. As soon as we 
get all the details, we will let 

you know where and when so 
you can save the date.

Best of Brooklyn is pre-
sented and sponsored by Dime 
Community Bank. Dime has 
27 branches across Brooklyn, 
Queens, the Bronx, and Nassau 
County. Dime Best of Brook-
lyn is owned by Schneps Com-
munity News Group.

The categories of bars, 
food, and restaurants can 
be voted on early next year 
from Feb. 28 through June 
28. These nominations will 
open Dec. 10 and run through 
Feb. 21.

For more, visit www.
bestofbk.com or call (718) 
224–5863 X 244. To vote, 
go to www.bestofbk.com.

Voting for Dime Best 
of Brooklyn now open

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.
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Files
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

By Hannah Frishberg
Brownstoner

Here’s a four-story brick 
townhouse in the Cobble Hill 
Historic District that has a 
number of unique original de-
tails, including a show-stop-
ping parlor. Located at 181 De-
graw St., the home dates back 
to the early 1850s and is cur-
rently configured as a triplex 
over a garden rental.

Transitional Greek Re-
vival-Italianate in style, the 
home has a remarkable par-
lor level, but the rest is a bit 
lacking in the aforementioned 
details. Given the hefty price 
tag, the home would be ideal 
for someone dead set on the 
prime location.

The front parlor boasts 
two floor-to-ceiling win-
dows sandwiching a pier 
mirror, wide plank wood 
floors, pierced plasterwork 
crown moldings, and a dec-
orative marble mantel. The 
plank floors continue into the 
dining room (and up to the 
bedrooms as well) as does the 
pierced plasterwork.

A Corinthian columned 
opening leads to what was 

once the rear parlor and is 
now the kitchen. It boasts a 
granite counter, fridge, cab-
inets and stove, while an ad-
jacent scullery contains a 
second sink, more cabinets 
and access to the back deck. 
Stairs lead down to the land-
scaped backyard, which has 
a bluestone tiled patio and 

bamboo fencing.
Upstairs, the master bed-

room has a walk-in closet and 
en suite bath that is also ac-
cessible from the hall. A sec-
ond bedroom on this floor con-
nects to another small room 
that could be used as a dressing 
room, closet or office. On the 
top floor, both bedrooms have 

walk-in closets and there’s an-
other small side room.

The garden level has a pri-
vate under-stoop entrance, 
separate kitchen and one 
bedroom.

Halstead’s Rodney Ripps 
has the listing, which is ask-
ing $4.795 million. Do you 
think they’ll get ask?

Greek Revival-Italianate in Cobble Hill with 
wide-plank floors, scullery asks $4.795 mil
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VOTE AT:
BESTOFBK.COM

VOTE NOW
Voting Ends October 31st

Vote now for the 
BEST

Arts & Entertainment • Automotive
Kids & Education • Fashion & Clothing

Health, Wellness & Beauty • Home & Garden
Pets • Services • Shopping

Sports & Activities • Weddings

718-224-5863 Ext. 244


